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School board gives Slocan Valley schools reprieve until 2011
by Kate Guthrie
At a meeting in Salmo on March 30,
the School District 8 (SD8)’s Board of
Education voted unanimously to rescind
the motion to close or re-configure
Winlaw Elementary and WE Graham
Schools. Members also voted to create
an advisory committee in collaboration
with all interested parties to “find an
economically viable and educationally
sound option” by September 2011.
“I think this is an excellent direction
for creating best rural practice,” said
Barbara Lindsay, School Trustee for
Slocan Valley/Bonnington, who put
forward the second motion. “We have the
chance to be a model for rural education
throughout the province.”
Superintendent Pat Dooley said that
she was very happy with the board’s
decision. “I think it was the right decision
based on community input. There were
a lot of very reasonable and good ideas
shared by community members.”
The decision was met with relief by
parents, school employees, politicians
and business owners who have been
advocating for the schools to remain
open since February, when the board
announced it was considering closures
or re-configurations. Community action
to ‘save our schools’ included attendance
at all four meetings, a website (www.
save-bc-schools.ca), flyers, letters to
the superintendent and more. Trustee
Lindsay said that the next step is to create
the advisory committee.
“Who’s on the committee will
be a collaborative and transparent
process. We need different interests and
perspectives,” said Lindsay.
RDCK Area H Director Walter
Popoff said that while he was happy with
the board’s decision to create a task force,
he wished that “they’d just leave Valley
schools the way they are.” He added that
he hoped the committee would include
local government officials, community
members, school trustees and teachers.
On March 29, the night before
the board voted on the motion in
Salmo, over 100 people gathered in the
Winlaw Elementary gym to hear the
board’s response to community input.
Six of nine school trustees attended.
Superintendent Dooley explained that
SD8 is the second most geographically

dispersed district in the province. In June
2009 the district paid off a $3.9 million
deficit and, like the rest of the province,
school enrolment is projected to continue
declining until 2017. She added that
Winlaw Elementary’s population grew
this year and there are 25 children ages
birth-to-five enrolled in Strong Start, an
early learning program at Winlaw. WE
Graham is 22 percent utilized, she said.
In an effort to manage funds and
enrolment, Dooley said the district is
reviewing several factors, including
school reconfiguration possibilities,
Creston and Slocan Valley facilities,
leases and rental agreements, special
education programs, transportation and
international programs.
In response to a question from
Director Popoff, Superintendent Dooley
said that closing Winlaw Elementary
would save about $35,000 and closing
WE Graham would save about $13,000.
Bus runs would cost an additional
$32,000 if Winlaw closed and an
additional $6,000 if WE Graham closed.
Dooley added that if they closed WE
Graham, a portable would have to
be installed at Winlaw which would
cost at least $13,000. Furthermore, if
the schools were reconfigured to be
Kindergarten to third grade at one, and
fourth to seventh Grades at the other,
the District could lose money but there
might be additional staff savings in
that situation. SD8 Secretary-Treasurer
Monica Schulte said that it would not
be a financial decision to close or reconfigure the schools.
If all Winlaw students went north
to WE Graham, the longest bus ride
would be one hour from Passmore. If
all students from WE Graham went
south to Winlaw and Mt. Sentinel, the
longest ride would be 45 minutes from
WE Graham. Dooley said that these are
not the longest bus runs in the district. A
father in the audience calculated that if
the bus trip took a half hour each way,
that would add up to three years of each
child’s life spent on the road.
Concerning multi-age classrooms,
Dooley said, “We have seen a pattern
of parents expressing concerns about
their children learning in multi-age
classrooms and the board wants to
address this.” A father in the audience

shared his belief that “the difference
between a bad multi-age split and a good
one is the teacher. My child has special
needs and he is thriving in a multi-age
class.”
In the input she received from
parents, the superintendent said that there
was some confusion about catchment,
or the geographical area served by each
school, and bus transport for students
who live out-of-catchment. The School
Act enables students to enrol in any
school, in any district, provided that
space and facilities are available. At the
same time, families within each school’s
catchment area are guaranteed space in
that school. Part of the motion adopted
on March 30 included, “Bring clarity to
catchment areas for the Slocan Valley as
well as programming options available
for grades 7-10 students, and confirm
that transportation (to Mt. Sentinel) will
be provided for students who do not wish
to attend the OELP or VWP programs
(special education programs at W.E.
Graham).”
Dooley said that there is no bus
running from the south end of the
valley to the north because “nowhere
else in the district has buses which run
in alternate directions to bus students
going to school-initiated specialty

programs.” She said that students who
attend specialty programs provide their
own transportation unless there is room
on the bus.
In the end, Trustee Lindsay

by Art Joyce
Nakusp area residents may
understandably be confused about the
status of their local Community Access
Program (CAP) centre. On March
16, Industry Canada Minister Tony
Clement announced that funding to any
CAP centre within 25 kilometres of a
public library would be discontinued
as of April 1. The good news is that
this decision has been reversed and
Nakusp’s CAP centre will remain open.
“We haven’t heard anything more
than the original memo we received,”
says CAP centre manager Liz Gillis.”
We were really disappointed because
that funding helps us pay our overhead
costs – telephone and rent.”
Clement reversed his decision the
day after the notice announcing the
cuts, possibly in response to outrage
expressed by many Canadians.
Nonprofit media watchdog group

OpenMedia.ca says Clement’s initial
decision shows how out of touch he
is with Internet access issues faced by
Canadians living outside urban areas,
as well as reflecting pro-industry bias.
“The Government is having closed
door meetings with telecommunication
lobbyists and they’re not consulting
Canadians before making decisions,”
says OpenMedia.ca’s National
Coordinator, Steve Anderson.
CAP provides thousands of
Canadians with affordable access to
broadband internet, especially in rural
areas. Canada has fallen behind many
European and Asian countries in terms
of Internet access, speed, and cost,
moving us from second to tenth place
within the 30 OECD countries. The
Nakusp CAP centre receives $3,700 a
year from the federal government.
“It’s really become a literacy
storefront. We’ve taught over 80 adults

said she was “excited and happy. It
was absolutely incredible how the
community responded. Now we have the
chance to create the sorts of things that
rural education can thrive on.”

These two intrepid easter egg hunters seem happy with their spoils from the
Silverton gallery.

Nakusp CAP Centre funding confusion cleared up

basic computer literacy over the past
year and rebuilt 25 computers for people
to re-use,” says Gillis. “Not everyone
who lives in our area can afford to
purchase a computer or internet access.
And not everyone even has access to
high speed due to the remoteness of
some of our communities.”
The Columbia Basin Alliance
for Literacy (CBAL) pays for
programming, some staffing costs
and services. The centre is also an
employment link for young adults and
older citizens needing to upgrade their
work skills. Nakusp librarian Evelyn
Goodell has advised Gillis that the
library would not have the capacity to
pick up the slack and cover the 4,000
visits the CAP centre normally receives
each year.
“We get people from all parts of
the Arrow Lakes area as well as a lot of
tourists,” says Gillis.
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HST generates widespread opposition through petition

by Dan Spring
Will the HST (Harmonized
Sales Tax) be bad for the
economy and increase taxes for
the average household, as the
anti-HST movement attests?
Will it mean a better economy,
more jobs and ultimately
lower prices on products, as
the Liberals claim? Or will it
sink the Liberal government
once and for all? With the help
of former Premier Bill Vander
Zalm, Okanagan activists Paul
McCavour and Julie Turner
are fighting the HST with a
petition under BC’s Recall and
Initiative Act.
Debate over the HST raged
across the province even before
BC Finance Minister Colin
Hansen introduced it on March
30. It seems that few across the
province are enamoured of the
new tax. The movement grows
larger and garners more media
attention every day. McCavour
says that a common thread is

anger over broken election
promises.
“People are so angry at
the lies,” he says. “Before the
election, Gordon Campbell
said that the HST was not on
the radar, and within a couple
of weeks after the election it
became the right thing for the
province. The Liberals say the
new tax will go to health care
and social services. No – $1.9
billion dollars in new taxes
will go to big, international
business.”
BC’s Recall and Initiative
Act has never been successfully
used for political change
because of what many see
as its patently unfair rules.
Ultimately, even if the petition
forces a referendum on the
issue, the finish line is fraught
with hurdles. Proponents must
convince 60 percent of all
registered voters to attend the
referendum and vote against
the HST. They must pull off

this incredible feat in every one
of BC’s 85 electoral districts,
individually. Even then, the
government is not obliged to
call the issue to a final vote in
the legislature.
The anti-HST team,
however, are excited, positive
and believe they can win,
partially because the petition
is only step one of a plan that
they say could bring down the
entire Liberal government.
“It’s a win-win situation
regardless of what happens,”
said McCavour. “What an
insult it would be if everyone
in every riding said they didn’t
want the HST and the Liberals
passed the bill anyway. Then
we can do the recall process.
If we get eight to ten Liberal
MLA’s out of office they could
be out of business.”
McCavour and Turner’s
efforts have already culminated
in Vander Zalm’s visit to their
home town of Osoyoos, as well
as to Penticton, two appearances
and accompanying speeches
that they were instrumental in
organizing. Vander Zalm also
visited the Kootenay towns
of Nelson, Castlegar, Trail,
Cranbrook, and Revelstoke,
spreading his anti-HST
message far and wide.
The Liberals have their
own take on the HST. While
introducing the HST bill to the
BC legislature last Tuesday,
Liberal Finance Minister Colin
Hansen said the new tax would
“stimulate the economy,”
“result in more jobs,” and
“make BC more competitive.”
On his Facebook page, in
a post dated August 7, 2009,
Hansen appeals to the reader
to “wrap [his or her] head
around this issue” by referring
to a five-page paper by BC
Economist Jock Finlayson and
his colleague, Ken Peacock.
Finlayson’s report briefly
explains how the HST will
revamp BC’s tax structure and
attempts to make the changes
seem somewhat palatable.
Essentially, he writes,
corporations will no longer
have to pay PST and GST on
items they buy to make their
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products. Theoretically, as a
result of market competition,
the reduced cost of production
will be passed on to consumers
in the form of reduced prices,
before taxes. However, the
taxes paid by consumers will be
higher – high enough to more
than make up the lost PST and
GST paid by corporations as,
according to Finlayson, the
government will experience
“increased [tax] revenues.”
Which means higher after-tax
prices.
Finlayson attempts to gloss
over this point by telling us that
the government will make more

tax revenues “in part” because
we’ll be buying more things in
an economy suddenly booming
thanks to the HST. The HST, he
claims, will inspire “billions of
dollars of additional business
investment,” but only after the
recession is over. Where this
investment is supposed to come
from is not stated.
Finlayson explains that
the HST is a pet decadelong project of the Business
Council of British Columbia,
who describe themselves on
their website as “250 major
business enterprises,” many
with multinational interests,

who “pack a powerful punch
with governments.” Part of
the reward for following the
Business Council’s advice,
Finlayson says, is a $1.6 billion
dollar “encouragement” paid
to BC by Canada’s federal
government.
For more information
about the anti-HST movement,
visit www.fighthst.com. For
Jock Finlayson’s report, see
www.bcbc.com/Documents/
PR_20090728_BA_HST.pdf;
Colin Hansen’s Facebook page
is at www.facebook.com/notes/
colin-hansen/why-the-hst-andwhy-now/114308528225.

by Dan Spring
The BC government
closed five more regional
legal aid centres on Friday,
March 26 in the wake of
endemic budget cuts that
are sweeping the province,
according to a press release
by the BC Government and
Service Employees’ Union.
The now defunct offices are in
Kamloops, Kelowna, Prince
George, Surrey, and Victoria.
The government also
closed Nanaimo’s Justice
Access Centre. In addition, the
LawLINE and Community
Advocate Support Line
are no longer available to
British Columbians in need.
According to Chris Bradshaw
of the BC Government and
Service Employees’ Union,
the cuts have been going on
since before 2002, when the
government closed 12 other

regional offices.
“Over the years, there has
been a concerted effort by the
BC government to hollow
out the legal system for low
income British Columbians,”
Bradshaw said. “Now single
mothers can’t gain support
from lawyers without proving
there is a danger to the safety
of their families. Refugee and
poverty law has also been
stripped.”
According to Bradshaw,
a seven percent tax is applied
to all legal services in BC,
and that tax is supposed to
go to legal aid. In 2007, the
Canadian Bar Association
reported $100 million in
such taxes collected by their
members. The last transfer
to the Legal Aid Society,
however, was only $72
million.
Winlaw-based lawyer

Kenyon McGee revealed
that the last round of cuts
closed the legal aid office in
Nelson, which staffed two
full-time lawyers. This latest
round, he says, also affects the
Kootenays.
“Now legal aid will no
longer offer coverage to
people charged with breach
of probation. The problem
with that is that the people
faced with breach usually
have a string of these offenses
… this has traditionally been
a place where as a legal aid
lawyer you can help these
people, many of whom aren’t
very articulate.”
According to McGee,
fewer and fewer lawyers are
interested in taking legal aid
cases since they are paid less
than half of the lowest wage
expected by lawyers with
private offices.

by Dan Spring
Massive budget cutbacks
are the party theme of the
post-Olympics in BC, and this
time everyone really is invited
– even the children.
Last week the Liberal
government announced that
in addition to the already
heavily controversial budget
rollbacks for schools across
the province, it would also
cut funding to the highly
successful Success By 6
program by half, pulling

out altogether by 2011.
Administrators of the program
say that even half funding is
too little and have announced
the cancellation of Success By
6 everywhere in the province.
Success By 6 funded and
supported province-wide early
childhood literacy programs,
single-mother mentorship
programs, preschoolers’ social
and music programs, help with
pregnancy and more a total of
more than 400 programs in 240
BC communities. Success by 6

began in 2003 as a partnership
between the United Way, the
Credit Unions of BC and the
BC Government.
NDP opposition critics
say that the program will
particularly affect families
in rural communities, like
those spread throughout
the Kootenays, where
organizations used matching
grants from Success By 6 to
create opportunities otherwise
unavailable to children in their
areas.

submitted
Calling all aspiring
photographers! Dig out your
scenic Kootenay photos and
search out the very best shots
to submit to the Otter Books
annual calendar photo contest.
All photographers chosen for
inclusion in the 2011 West
Kootenay Scenic Calendar
will receive free calendars,
and the top three will also get
cash prizes of $200 and $100.
Anyone can enter, but photos
must be high resolution and
quality.
Otter Books has now been
producing these beautiful
calendars for five years. They
are sold throughout the region
at various bookstores and
other venues. Fifteen hundred
calendars are printed, and many

of them find their way out of
the area as gifts and mementos,
highlighting of the scenic beauty
and recreational wonders of the
Kootenays.
More information and

application forms for the contest
are available at Otter Books,
398 Baker Street, Nelson, V1L
4H5, or by email request to
westkootcal@gmail.com. Entry
deadline is May 28.

submitted
During the morning of
March 12, RCMP from the
Slocan Lake detachment
attended the Hills area after a
vehicle was reported to have
been vandalized sometime
during the night.
A broken-down green
Chevrolet Astrovan was
parked in the rest area north
of Hills along Highway
6 overnight and when the
owner returned to pick
it up in the morning, he

discovered all the windows
smashed out, graffiti etched
into the paint, the interior
trashed, and the side sliding
door partially ripped off its
hinge.
This incident is still
under investigation. Anyone
with any information
regarding this senseless act
is asked to contact Constable
Kent Kryzanowski at the
detachment in New Denver
at 250-358-2222 or call the
CrimeStoppers tip line.

BC government closes more Legal Aid offices

Kootenay children lose Success by 6 to government cuts

West Kootenay calendar photo contest calls for entries

Police seek information on vandalism in Hills
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by Dan Spring
The next time you buy flax oil,
you may want to consider whether it is
really that healthy – for your body or for
the economy. MP Alex Atamanenko is
rallying activists and politicians of all
parties around his private member’s bill,
C474, which would have watchdogs
take a second look at the introduction
of GMO (Genetically Modified
Organism) seeds like those that tainted
the Canadian flax harvest last summer.
Backing Atamanenko is the Ottawabased Canadian Biotechnology Action
Network (CBAN), who are asking
people to write MPs in support of the
bill.
GMO contamination of flax crops
cost the Canadian agricultural industry
tens, perhaps hundreds of millions
of dollars since the GMO-intolerant
European Union rejected shipments
from Canada in the summer of 2009.

Other foods, like alfalfa, now face a
similar threat that could have heavy
consequences not only for exports, but
for the entire organic food industry in
our country. The Valley Voice caught up
with MLAAtamanenko in Ottawa to ask
if he believed his bill stood a chance of
making it into law.
“It’s my hope we can get most MPs
to vote to send it to committee on April
14,” Atamanenko said. “I think there’s
a real case for this legislation to go
through so I remain optimistic. So far I’m
pretty well guaranteed that the Bloc will
support it. I know the Liberal colleagues
on the agriculture committee would like
it to go to committee as well.”
Of course, with so much money
at risk on both sides of the equation,
Atamanenko also has opponents.
“There is a strong push on the part
of the agrotech industry and biotech
industry to not have it go to committee,”

he revealed. “Big biotech and agrotech
do not want this bill to go forward at all.”
The bill doesn’t specifically
address the dangers of terminator seed
technology, a GMO innovation of the
Monsanto corporation that causes plants
to produce unviable seeds. Yet it could
prevent genetically modified alfalfa from
entering Canada’s agrosphere.
“On the horizon, genetically
modified alfalfa has been approved by
Health Canada so now it just has to be
registered to be released,” he said. “So
what we’re saying is before that happens
we have to look at what effect that will
have on farmers.”
Atamanenko made some dire
predictions.
“We know there will be 100 percent
chance of contamination. One effect
will be that the organic industry will
be devastated, because they use it to fix
nitrogen in the soil, and they use it for

feed for cattle. Also, we export alfalfa
to Europe, and this will all be stopped
because no longer would our alfalfa be
free of GMOs.”
Atamanenko’s concerns are
confirmed by recent history. The
flax debacle actually began back in
1996, when Canadian researchers at
the University of Saskatchewan got
government approval to release what
they called the ‘Triffid Flax’ variety.
Named after the John Wyndham novel
Day of the Triffids, in which plants killed
people, Triffid flax cost $2.5 million to
round up and crush amidst fears that its
genetically modified genes would spread
to other flax crops. Triffid flax wasn’t in
the agrosphere long, and for years the
industry thought it was long gone.
Eight years later, fears of
contamination became a reality, as the
EU put a halt to a GMO contaminated
Canadian flax shipment worth $22

million. Since then, Canadian flax
exporters have shied away from the
European market, which previously
accounted for 70 percent of Canadian
flax sales. Since, according to Statistics
Canada, Canada grew about 930,000
tons of flax in 2009, previously valued
at about $3 million per 5,000 ton load,
the total value was $558 million dollars.
But some of this flax still awaits sale and
the price of Canadian flax is plummeting
steadily.
NDP MP Alex Atamanenko hopes
that people will help to make Bill
C474 a safeguard against mistakes like
Triffid flax. If the bill passes second
reading it will be referred to the House
of Commons all-party Agriculture
Committee for further debate, review and
amendments before coming back to the
House for a third and final vote.
To register your support for Bill
C474 visit www.cban.ca/474action.

by Gary Wright
A Regional District budget is truly
its people’s budget. With the exception
you can count on the fingers of one hand,
all of our 200 services have only been
established at your request, with either
your approval, your director’s approval
in accordance with provisions contained
in the Local Government Act or (if you
live in a municipality) the approval of
your municipal Council.

You, the voter, said how much each
service was worth to you when you set
and approved the maximum tax rates
for those services. Those rates can’t be
exceeded. District staff and directors
must manage affairs within those limits.
No other level of government in Canada
(federal, provincial or municipal) lets
taxpayers set their own services and pay
their own taxes like we do.
Budgets for these services are

developed at the community level by our
staff working with hundreds of citizen
volunteers who donate their time to run
our parks and recreation commissions,
fire departments, water commissions,
economic development commissions,
libraries, community halls and the list
goes on. You publicly review them.
They come to the board only under the
recommendation of your own rural and/
or municipal directors. The subregional

like Tarrys and Pass Creek fire protection,
Slocan Valley fire protection, animal
control in Brilliant, Castlegar Transit,
etc. Nelson residents get a package of
nine: Nakusp15; Area A between 15-22;
depending on where you live and what
you want.
They are all your services. They are
provided at your request by a great team
of professional staff and community
volunteers. Our budget is a reflection of
your vision.

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) is
now accepting applications for its
Youth Community Service Awards,
valued at $2,000 and awarded based
on volunteer community service rather
than academic standing.
“We are particularly proud to be
able to present these awards to youth,
who have shown a commitment to
volunteering in their communities, for
them to use towards any post-secondary
training or education,” said Lynda
Lafleur, CBT Community Liaison.

“We believe in the difference youth
can make in their communities by
volunteering their time amidst busy
academic or athletic schedules.”
A total of $90,000 in awards will be
distributed to students in the Columbia
Basin. All students graduating from a
Basin high school, alternate school or
other institution that grants graduation
diplomas recognized by the Ministry
of Education are eligible for the award.
Schools with a graduating class
less than 25 will receive one award;
those with up to 75 students will

receive two awards; and those with
more than 75 graduating students will
receive three awards. At least one award
will be presented to each high school
catchment area.
Applications are available at local
high schools and online at www.cbt.
org/programs. The deadline to submit
an application is April 16, and should
be returned to the local high school.
For more information on the award
or application process, contact Linda
McInnes at lmcinnes@cbt.org or
1-800-505-8998.

services make up most of our budget and
the lion’s share of your district tax bill.
What about compulsory services?
Provincial legislation requires rural
areas to provide for land use planning,
emergency service planning and
rural administration; it also requires a
regulated waste management service (in
our case, we have three).
The one service that applies to
everyone in the district is called General
Administration. In 2010, taxation for
general administration will again be less
then 4 percent of our $50 million budget.
We are a very cost-effective delivery
vehicle for public services.
You and your neighbours have
selected a ‘designer package’ from the
district’s list of services. They are unique
to our neighbourhood and community.
The details are itemized on your annual
property tax requisition. For example,
this year residential property owners in
Area I will receive and support 18 basic
services, plus additional local services

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER

It’s a great family
destination!

Message from Regional District of Central Kootenay Chair on budget

CBT Youth Community Service Award applications sought

CBT launches student Summer Works employment program

submitted
The Columbia Basin Trust (CBT)
is announcing $390,000 to launch
the 2010 Summer Works Program, a
Basin-wide wage subsidy program for
small business and social enterprise to
create up to 100 summer student jobs
in the region.
The program aims to encourage
businesses to provide employment
this summer for high school and
post-secondary students by providing
up to eight dollars per hour in wage
subsidies for entry level and careerrelated positions. CBT is partnering
with College of the Rockies (COTR)
to administer the program. The goal
is to provide a quick turnaround on
successful applications so businesses
can move forward with hiring for this
summer.
Applications for funding will be
available on CBT’s website on March
22 and will be assessed on a first come,
first served basis. Businesses and the
work must be located in the Basin to
qualify and must also meet minimum
criteria. The 2010 Summer Works
Program is part of CBT’s Economic
Initiatives Strategic Plan for 20102012, being launched as a result of
consultations with organizations,

businesses and residents currently
engaged in addressing economic
issues in the Basin. The plan will be
available online on March 22.
Full eligibility requirements and
guidelines are available at www.cbt.

org/summerworks or call 1-877-4892687 extension 3644.
For more information on CBT’s
other economic focused programs,
visit www.cbt.org/economic or call
1-800-505-8998.

The Columbia Basin Trust is supporting small business and summer student
employment with the launch of the 2010 Summer Works Program.

CUSTODY, SUPPORT, DIVORCE
DRUGS, DRIVING, CRIMINAL

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372

www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Get Yours! It’s the best
deal in town! Don’t miss it!
Nakusp Public Library is
YOUR library.
Library cards are free to
residents of Nakusp and
area
Books, movies, computers
with free internet access,
magazines, audio books

Open:
Monday
12 – 4:30 7 – 9
Wednesday 12 – 4:30 7 – 9
Friday
12 – 4:30
Saturday
10 – 4:30
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OPINION

Jumbo Springs
Ahead

On March 30, I was told that the
confidential meetings between the
Ktunaxa (Kootenay) First Nations and
the M.T.C.A. concerning the spiritual
nature of the Jumbo Valley have finished.
Presently the final process is
happening. Cabinet ministers, the
Attorney General and all facets of
government that would be involved are
now meeting to make a decision based
on the content of those consultations.
As a result of all previous studies
and reviews the Master Plan was agreed
upon a few years ago, the final decision
is now in the works.
Should the above decision be in
favour of the proposed Jumbo Glacier
Resort and Real Estate Development the
Master Development Agreement can be
concluded, the rezoning of the Jumbo
valley to Resort Municipality can take
place and the developer can legally put
a shovel in the ground.
Rowena Eloise
Argenta
West Kootenay Coalition for
Jumbo Wild

Keep the
burnout

Mr. Patrick Mackle’s comments
in your March 10 paper make good
sense. In this over regulated world, fun
is becoming a seriously endangered
species. The burnout contest at Kaslo
May Days draws both participation and
spectators, and as such is enjoyed by
many. The event lasts for maybe an hour,
and happens only once a year.
Those who object to this activity are
perfectly at liberty to take an hour out
of your busy schedule and leave until
it is finished. There is nothing forcing
anyone to be there against their wishes.
For those who feel that canceling this
event is doing their part to clean up the
planet, might I suggest the following
analogy; Go to your favourite beach,
the larger the better, and find a teaspoon
of contaminated sand. It doesn’t matter
what the sand is contaminated with,
be it dog or goose droppings, spilled

			

beverage or whatever, it is contaminated.
Pick it up carefully with a disposable
spoon, (maybe plastic), and put it in
an approved sealed container. Be sure
you wear disposable gloves. Take the
container with its offending contents on
foot so that you don’t drive and cause
more pollution, to an approved waste
disposal facility, where it will be safely
disposed of.
At the end of the day, you will have
done about the same totally minimal
amount of good on a world scale.
Cam Clayton
Kaslo

of these changes reflect the desire of the
RDCK to minimize risks and liabilities,
without consideration of what is required
to support volunteer-based services that
are competent and sustainable.
Regardless of any tensions between
the RDCK and volunteer firefighters,
the Passmore Volunteer Fire Hall will
continue to provide competent and
uninterrupted services to our community.
And, as always, we welcome community
members to join as volunteers.
Dave Halliday
Passmore Volunteer Firefighters

they spiral downward leading to their
demise and self-destruction.
If the psychiatrists at the Trail
Hospital do not wish to admit
certain patients, they should make
a referral to another facility such
as the Hillside Adult Psychiatric
Tertiary Centre in Kamloops, which
services the southern interior region.
Tertiary level centres provide highly
specialized mental health services
designed for individuals with severe
and persistent mental illness whose
care needs are beyond the capacity of
acute care hospital and communitybased settings.
Barbara Graham
Mental Health and Addiction
Services Regional Advisory
Council Member

firehalls. The volunteer members of the
Passmore Fire Hall wish to inform the
residents of its catchment area (including
Slocan Park, Passmore and Vallican) that
the Passmore Firefighters will continue
to provide fire protection, emergency
services and first responder services
regardless of any disagreements between
volunteer firefighters and the directors
and management of the RDCK.
The initial point of concern
from volunteer firefighters was the
unilateral decision by the RDCK Board
of Directors to ban all alcohol from
firehall premises. For many volunteer
firefighters, the real concern is the total
lack of consultation by the RDCK with
its firehalls. The Passmore Volunteer
Firefighters have no desire to challenge
the ban of alcohol from fire halls, though
we feel the decision was made with little
discussion over alternative measures that
could have achieved the same objectives
of professionalism and reliability. We
have concerns about continued changes
in management of fire halls, with no
meaningful involvement of communities
or firefighters. It is our opinion that many

When family physicians from
rural communities such as Nakusp
contact a psychiatrist at the hospital
requesting patient admission, they
are told that the patient is being
refused admission due to the fact
that certain individuals diagnosed
not only with a mental illness but a
co-existing Borderline Personality
Disorder cannot be treated at the
hospital. It is common knowledge
that Personality Disorders are a bona
fide diagnosis listed in the DSM
IV manual. (Diagnostic Statistical
Manual).
Consider the following analogy.
Would the Emergency Department
of the same hospital refuse to treat
an alcoholic who had fallen and
required stitches because he has
co-existing addictive behaviours?
Perhaps the psychiatry department
in the Trail Hospital should reevaluate their admission criteria.
Their refusal to admit, assess, and
treat those individuals with mental
illness warrants an investigation into
such negligent practice. Frequently,
if a patient is admitted to the Trail
Hospital their hospitalization is
too short to result in an effective
recovery. The “Revolving Door”
policy does not serve the needs of
the patients. As taxpayers, do we not
have the right to access adequate care
and treatment when required?
Admission refusal leaves a
person with a presenting mental
illness in a small community no
treatment alternative. Subsequently,

power installation into our homes.
Personally, I chuckle reading these
submissions explaining to me (like I am
a 2-year-old) the relationship between
local production vs. how the corporate
machine fouls local viability. Nor, do I
need a lesson on Canada’s indigenous
people. I grew up here.
While I support the Michael Moores
of the world and thank them for their
good work, I am not dependant on
these films, or the writings of local selfappointed experts to explain to me the
state of this world. Perhaps we are all
going to hell in a hand-basket but darn it
all – there are practices we can stand up
for locally which contribute to the quality
of life we enjoy here in this valley.
Protecting and building a healthy,
sustainable local quality of life does
not just involve simply the ingesting
of locally grown green vegetables,
reducing emissions and jumping off
Mother Hydro.
Gunter Rettarath’s letter following
concerning Quackery and Commonsense warning us to scrutinize not just
titles but the motivations behind the
peddling of wares/services/healing
was most refreshing. Consider what
you see parked in the driveway –
somehow two cars, a pick-up truck, a
snowmobile, and a Kuboda in support
of a family of three does not wash with
some peoples’dire warnings. Just as
medical family practioners were urged
decades ago to quit Smoking – there is
a credibility link between what a person
does and what they say the rest of us
should be doing.
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I object to the observation “that
fighting over trails, cell phones and
marijuana” is a misguided effort at the
cost of ignoring “the ominous shadow
coming up over the horizon.” I respect
and admire those people who have taken
these interests on. Whether I agree/
support any of these causes or whatever
side is irrelevant.
It is not just trails, cell phones and
the legalizing of marijuana which is at
issue. It is how we treat one another as
neighbours; working together to respect
the use of our Commons, supporting
democratic practices even when results
do not jive with our own personal
agendas, using public funds responsibly
and respecting one another’s gifts when
we greet and interact with one another.
donna Shaw
Hills

Open letter to
No consultation Robert Bush
by RDCK on
Director, Mental Health
and Addiction Services
new firehall
Kootenay Boundary Region
booze policy
Patient discrimination by the More Common
What’s going on
We are writing this letter as a psychiatrists at the Daly Pavilion
Sense
and
Nonresult of a recent decision by RDCK (psychiatric unit) of the Kootenay
at Slocan Lake
concerning operation of Volunteer Fire Boundary Regional Hospital in Trail Sense
Halls in RDCK, including the Slocan appears to be an ongoing issue, which
Interesting to read still another Community
Valley. The decision has sparked a lot seriously needs to be addressed, and pontification regarding our local
Health Centre?
of discussion and unhappiness in most investigated.
economy from a person selling solar
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Sorry I don’t know what is going on
at the health centre.
People including our fire chief
have asked me what is happening to our
heliport, as surveyors have been working
right on top of it.
I found out that IHA and BC housing
are planning to build an eight unit senior
and disabled persons facility, not an
assisted care unit that the people had
thought would be added to our health
unit.
I have talked to some staff at the
health unit and they do not see a way to
deal with trauma patients if the heliport
is removed or relocated to far away.
They just used the service less than a
month ago.
I have heard that IHA plans to take
even more beds out of our health centre
taking away even more jobs and downgrading it even more. I have no concrete
facts on the plans for the centre and I do
not think many of us do. I feel that IHA
should come to the communities that use
the centre and explain what they plan on
doing to it. Not just a select few but all of
the citizens that will be affected by yet
another cut to our services.
Will we be able to keep our
emergency room, will our elderly and
ill be able to stay in their community,
will we be able to get our tests done near
home or spend a day on the road just for
a simple test. Please let’s get those who
know to come and tell us what the plans
are and how they will affect us. IHA
please come and tell us up front how this
is going to work.
Ross Johnson
Silverton
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A couple of
comments
resulting from
your last issue...

First, about the Kaslo Village
decision to allow the rubber burn
to go ahead at May Days. We keep
hearing from our municipal, regional,
provincial and federal governments
how we’re supposed to be going
green. How does allowing people
to burn rubber equate with “Going
Green”?
The argument the burn will only
create the same amount of pollution
as three wood fires is the sorriest
and lamest excuse I’ve ever heard!
Following this logic, we should also
be allowed to burn rubbish once in a
while because its not as bad as a few
wood fires!
Either we’re going green or
we’re proceeding according to the
status quo. Also, what exactly does
such rubber burning contribute
to our village, our society, or our
environment? The vehicles used in
these burns are the personification of
everything anti-green and wasteful in
our society. They are gas-guzzling
pollution machines used to glorify
waste and a total disregard for the
entire Green movement.
Quite simply, allowing the burn,
while advocating going green is
the epitome of double speak and
hypocrisy!
Second, on the story about the
cuts to Persons With Disabilities
(PWD). Interesting how, when the
government decided to give PWD’s
a $50 raise some years ago, they
trumpeted it from the rooftops on no
less than three separate occasions,
even making it sound like a $100
raise (it was a $50 raise to PWDs,
and a $50 raise to provincial slum
lords). This time, there’s no flashy
announcement, just a quiet release
of information!
Even worse, the plan, which
cuts dietary supplements, reduces
dental and other healthcares services,
among other things, is heralded as
a money saving decision! What
nonsense, it’s nothing short of an
ideological attack on the provinces
least fortunate. Like the story says,
it will end up costing the government
many more millions in emergency
health and social services. BC
taxpayers should be up in arms
because the government, because
of ideology, has just added millions
to future deficits as result of this
decision.
If the government really wants
to save money with regard to PWD,
they will set up trust funds for
PWDs which allow them to live off
the dividends. When the PWD dies,
they can then take the capital back.
In the end, this would save hundreds
of millions over the course of time.
The government should also
fully fund medical services to these
individuals, so they don’t run the risk
of becoming a drain on emergency
services. Heck, just providing
PWDs with enough money to live
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reasonably on (perhaps bringing
them up to the national poverty line)
would save a fortune in health care,
social and justice costs!
The Campbell government is
biting off the taxpayer’s nose to
spite its face on this one! And the
taxpayers should be screaming blue
murder!
Will Webster
Kaslo

Proposed fuel
reduction treatment
adjacent to Wardner
Street Lookout Trail

I have hesitated to write you
regarding this matter. Hesitated,
because I am not a forester, nor am I
an expert on forest biology. However
I do live in Kaslo, and therefore as
do all of you who live in this region,
have a stake in the future of this
beautiful place we are lucky enough
to call home.
For what it’s worth I wanted
you to know that when Janet and I
moved here five years ago, one of
the factors that “sealed the deal” for
us was the Wardner Street Lookout
Trail. I can still remember our
first hike, rising swiftly above the
village and lake below, the striking
contrast between the sounds of
human activity that wafted up to us
through the trees, and the gorgeous
chaos of the steeply-sloped forest we
were moving through. It provided
another moment, as, huffing and
puffing, we reached the bench with
its magnificent views, we looked at
one another and without speaking
knew we had found our new home.
I am originally from western
Oregon, and grew up in forests like
these. Sadly, there are few trails
like the Wardner Lookout path left
in my boyhood home of Eugene,
convenient entrances where light
is twisted and shaped, where the
ordinary and everyday are swiftly
left behind as one enters a new and
magical place where Nature in all her
mysterious glory is clearly in charge.
There were such paths when I was
a boy, and I can honestly say that
navigating them changed my life in
profound ways.
In my humble opinion, trails like
the Wardner Lookout are particularly
valuable for the youngest and oldest
amongst us. We live in a world
increasingly “open for business,”
24/7. A world of constant news
cycles, a world so connected and
increasingly virtual, that actual, live
encounters with the natural world
are becoming the exception rather
than the rule for our children. And
for those of us nearing the other end
of the age continuum, trails like the
Wardner afford us the opportunity
to revisit those soil-soaring, “wild
forest” experiences we had when we
were kids (if we were so blessed), or
at least afford us a gentle reminder
that there is more to this planet than
technology and taxes. We have a
fabulously accessible path along the
river. The rougher, steeper, wilder
Wardner is a fabulous counterpoint,

both of them easily accessible for
locals and visitors alike.
That such a mysterious,
wonderful path like the Wardner
Lookout Trail lies right at our
doorstep is a fantastic thing.
I can’t speak to the specifics or
virtues (or lack thereof) of understory
clearance vs. crown clearance vs.
leaving well-enough alone. Friends
of mine who I know to be thoughtful,
intelligent, caring people appear to
be on both sides of this issue. All
I can say is that it strikes me that
if there is any interface area in our
region where a compelling case
can be made to simply let it alone,
the Wardner Street Lookout Trail
corridor is it.
Now, as for those nasty,
dangerous, incredibly messy old
chestnuts in front of our house
on Village property (trees #148,
149, and 150) that puncture car
and bike tires, bop slow-moving
senior citizens and young parents
(and grandparents!) pushing their
youngest in strollers on their heads
with their hard, spiky nutbombs....
bring ‘em down and let’s plant
something sensible in their stead!
Randy Morse
Kaslo

Change and
Progress is not
Quackery

I was outraged to read Mr.
Retterath’s letter attempting to discredit
our communities excellent counselors
and healers. He obviously needs to
start studying, and fast, because he has
fallen way behind the current science
that is published and peer-reviewed.
We are undergoing a revolution in
our understanding of the energy and
physics in our universe. Not only
that, but a quick review of current
information on our conventional
medical orthodoxy reveals massive
failures of this ideology, and further,
areas needing to be totally exposed
as fraudulent and driven by the
corporations legal mandate for profit
(Swine Flop Campaign). To clarify
some of my dissatisfaction with current
convention medicine in Canada , Bill
C-51 (now C-6) is further known
to be a Big Pharma bill (Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives, June
2008 Vol 15 No.2 p 22). Big Pharma,
along with the food industry, are
Health Canada’s effective employer
since our government put them in
charge as of January 1996 when
parliamentary debate and public input
were bypassed using an Order in
Council, passed by the then Minister
of Health. This fundamentally changed
the purpose of the Food and Drug Act
by redefining the “client” it serves
as the manufacturer as opposed to
members of Canadian society (CCPA,
p 22).
Medications, research from John
Hopkins Medical School has revealed,
are the leading cause of death. Again, “.
. . properly prescribed drugs, not
diseases, have become the leading
cause of death” (CCPA, p 22).
So, Mr. Retterath is correct when
he stated “Anyone in need of mental or

physical help needs to be careful . . .”
but they need to be careful regarding
what conventional medicine will offer
them, and they need to take it upon
themselves to combine their carefully
chosen conventional medicine choices
with carefully chosen alternative and
complimentary medicine sources that
assess the whole person holistically
and take into account the new and very,
very special physics forces that have
been kept from us by the powers that be
who developed conventional medicine.
This new science proves that the mind
body connection is extremely powerful
and follows proven physics and energy
pathways that are measurable. As
a minor example, a DNA sample
(obtained from one’s cheek in the form
of saliva and epithelial cells) responds
to that persons emotional states at
measured distances of 250 miles away
from the person. This is possible due
to the underlying physics of particle
and wave energy as documented in the
following books and internet sources:
The Intention Experiment and The
Field by Lynne McTaggart who is
also featured in the documentary What
The Bleep Do We Know available
as a YouTube series online. The
Divine Matrix and The Isaiah Effect
and The Lost Mode of Prayer by
Gregg Braden (parts also available in
YouTube series format). Beyond All
Reasonable Doubt by local authors
Colin and Jeanine Turner. LOVE
The Real Da Vinci CODE and The
Living Water Series by Len Horowitz
(also available in YouTube series).
Messages from Water by Masaru
Emoto. Grand Unified Field Theory
by Nassim Haramein (also available
as an excellent 8 hour YouTube series).
I speak to attempt to bring together
those practicing conventional medicine
and those practicing complimentary
medicine, for the ultimate benefit of
we the people. Best health can only
be achieved and maintained by an
awareness of all modalities of healing,
and there are many!
Kirstin Olsen, RN (non-practicing)
Slocan Park

The sexual
abuse of
children by
clergy

As all experienced hunters know,
if you wait long enough the game
eventually shows up.
So now who has wandered into
my sights?
The world press, especially that
part of it connected with Europe and
the New York Times, and it now has
to come out, earlier days in our own
beloved Nelson Daily News.
What a total ship of hypocritical
fools. What a massive negligence.
What a betrayal of the first rule of
a real journalist: never stop digging
until you’ve got all the facts. Or, as
we like to say in Canada, don’t get
knocked off the puck.
The point is, that over the sexual
abuse of children by clergy, no
segment of the fabric of organized
society has been more negligent
than the media. That’s the irony.

The present Pope, now known as
Benedict XVI, earlier as Joseph
Ratzinger, has been a close personal
friend of mine since 1983. And as
I am a writer, including letters and
emails in my fields of exercise, it can
be assumed that he has been much
informed on the criminal state of the
clergy of this diocese, and I and my
spiritual associates have been at his
side, in the cyber world, helping him
fight the wars of the true churchman,
even before he became Pope.
It was precisely because of
this relationship that in 2007 he
specifically appointed a man he
was confident could be of one mind
with our own view of the problems
at hand, John Corriveau, the former
minister general of the Capuchins,
probably one of the more disciplined
orders in these times of the fall out
from misconceived perceptions of
Vatican Two.
Benedict could then be confident
that when the whole truth began to
come out, I would be able to blunty
say this:
I happen to be a mystic, with
a nice little gift known as the
discernment of spirits. In August of
1964, God gave me an interesting
spiritual sign concerning the state of
soul of John Frederick Monaghan,
then rector of our cathedral. Believe
me, had Benedict then been Pope,
had John Corriveau then been bishop,
Father Monaghan would have been
toast immediately, assuming, of
course, that the police were also up
to their job.
Of course, that was not the case.
In that year, Rome had its head
under the carpet over sexual abuse
by the clergy and the cops were
stupid enough to think that any
given bishop was more honest than
a mystic, when in fact the bishop
of the day was in fact a criminal, in
full cooperation with the molesting
of the young. The government and
the Supreme Court of Canada were
equally stupid, but that’s another
story. Today I need to deal with the
media.
In the summer of 1965 I gave
the Nelson Daily News a chance,
with a letter from a soul anguished
by the strange behaviour of both the
leadership of Notre Dame University
and the Diocese of Nelson. It did
not get printed, day after day, and
I finally withdrew it. Clearly, a lot
more water had to flow under the
bridge.
But the world of journalism had
its chance. That has been offered
since for years, for decades. NBC,
the Washington Post, the New York
Time, the great British papers, to say
nothing of regular contact with well
known Canadian journalists, many
of whom were my old buddies at the
college journal at UBC.
In a sense, they are the guiltiest
of all, the most negligent. The fifth
estate has never been in more need
of a caning. And oh boy, thanks to
Tim Berners Lee, and his realizations
over the Web, are they ever going
to get it.
Ken Lamb
Nelson
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New Denver council debates loss of helipad at health centre
by Michael Dorsey
During public and press time at the
New Denver Council regular meeting
March 23, Silverton Councillor Ross
Johnson raised concerns regarding
the relocation of the helipad next to
the Health Centre. Some New Denver
councillors echoed these concerns.
Administrator Gordon noted that the
8-unit Seniors and Disabled Housing
Project is solely the responsibility of
IHA and BC Housing, and she expects
them to submit a zoning application
by Thursday. If all submissions are
submitted in time, the project could
start in June. She stated that the Village
learned of the helipad removal on
Monday, March 22.
In response to Johnson’s question
“where does the helipad stand?”

Councillor Greensword commented
that BC Housing needed publicly owned
land to establish the project. She noted
that Brent Hobbs of Patient Transport,
IHA Kelowna, said that IHA and BC
Housing would survey the area, and
that there are “other sites” available for
the helipad. She suggested that the new
strategy for ambulance staff training to
paramedic level working in the Health
Centre would support an ambulance
being “here” if gurney transport to the
new helipad site was inappropriate.
She also said that Hobbs informed
her that there would be “no problem”
getting a helicopter in the area near the
Centre. Acting Mayor Campbell noted
that two possible sites for the housing
project were examined: 1. the area at
the S-corner at the north end of town,

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BYLAW NO. 646, 2010 AND BYLAW NO. 647, 2010
KNOX HALL
521 6 AVENUE , NEW DENVER, BC
7:00 P.M., MONDAY, APRIL 26, 2010
TH

Pursuant to Sections 890 and 892 of the Local Government
Act, a public hearing will be held to consider the following
bylaws of the Village of New Denver: “Village of New Denver
Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 646, 2010”
and “Village of New Denver Zoning Amendment Bylaw No.
647, 2010”.
The purpose of Bylaw 646 is to amend the land use designation
for the following lands:
1.

Amend Schedule “B” of Bylaw No. 611, 2007 by
amending the land use designation for the following
lands from “Public & Institutional” to “Multiple Family
Residential”:
Lot 1, Block L, Plan EPP6314, District Lot 549,
Kootenay Land District

The purpose of Bylaw 647 is to amend the land use zoning for
the following lands:
2.

Amend Schedule B of Bylaw No. 612, 2007 by rezoning
the following lands from “P2 – Public & Institutional” to
“R2 – Low Density Multi-Family Residential”:
Lot 1, Block L, Plan EPP6314, District Lot 549,
Kootenay Land District

This parcel is shown outlined in black on the accompanying
map.

The above is a synopsis of the proposed bylaw and is not
deemed to be an interpretation of the bylaw. Copies of the
aforementioned bylaws may be inspected at the Village of New
Denver Municipal Office, New Denver, BC, between the hours
of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily, except Saturdays, Sundays
and Holidays, from the date of this notice to the 26th day of
April, 2010.
					
					

Carol Gordon, CMC
Administrator

and 2. an area near the existing helipad.
Johnson further commented that he felt
the community was giving up way too
much to the project in losing the helipad.
Greensword said she had spoken with
Karen Forsythe (Ambulance Service)
about timely patient transfer, and
Forsythe said, “We can do it.”
Councillor Bunka reported on
the submitted bids from West
Coast Monuments and Mortimer’s
Monumental Works, both in Victoria, for
the proposed Nikkei Commemorative
Ceremony plaque. After discussion,
council moved to select the West Coast
bid of $1,895. The plaque will say, “The
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre is
a testament to the accomplishments of
the Kyowakai Society. It is a humbling
reminder of the courage of the Japanese
Canadians interned during WWII and
their contributions to the social and
cultural character of the area,” with
“Village of New Denver” in smaller
type at the bottom right. Japanese
characters for “courage,” “strength,” and
“faith” will be on the left of the plaque.
Councillor Murphy restated his feeling
that the plaque is too expensive and
opposed the motion. He asked, “Can we
do it?” Gordon replied that the cost will
have to be included in the 2010 budget.
Carol Bell attended as a delegation

from LACE to speak on the Bosun
Hall grant application. The application,
titled Bringing Back the Bosun, requests
$20,000 from CBT Community
Initiatives funds, to be matched by
LACE, to complete a 3-phase project.
Phase One is to upgrade the front
exterior wall of the building Phase Two
will expand the kitchen, and Phase
Three will add dressing rooms and
improve the stage. Bell asked Council
to support the application by paying the
building development permit fee, title
fees, and building permit fees, for a total
of roughly $700. Council moved to pay
the permits, with Administrator Carol
Gordon noting that as the building’s
owners, the Village will need to write
the item into the budget.
Councillor Greensword reported
the water system still contains traces
of chlorine. Public works will flush the
fire hydrants to reduce chlorine levels.
Greensword also reported that the
bleachers and dugouts in Centennial
Park are down. The new tip-and-roll
seating will be in next week.
A letter was received from Shelley
Welch of the May Days Committee,
asking for use of Centennial Park May
21-24, including use of the park, a twoday Bavarian Garden, use of Bosun
Hall for the Saturday Dance, use of

Village streets for the Bike Rodeo and
Soap Box Derby, use of the park for a
pet show on Monday, and use of the
PA system. Council approved all the
requests. As Mayor Wright was absent,
due to attending the Regional Chairs
Conference, council happily agreed to
have Wright ride in the Victoria Day
Parade and speak at the May Queen
Pageant and Naming of the Queen
events.
Councillor Murphy, as Chair of
Recreation Commission 6, reminded
Council that the next series of grants
will be adjudicated April 21, and that
applications should be in to the New
Denver Village Office by April 16.
Council moved to write three
letters of support for the following: 1.
Kyowakai Society, for a CBT grant
application to help fund the Nikkei’s
National Heritage Site designation
celebration on July 31 and August
1; Slocan Lake Stewardship Society,
for a Water Quality Count (a CBT
Environmental Initiatives Program
application); and 3. the Community
Fruit Harvesting Project, for a CBT grant
in the same program.
Administrator Gordon noted that the
final building inspection on the Village
office renovation project will occur
Thursday, March 25.

by Art Joyce
A small crowd at the Rosebery
Manor enjoyed an intimate audience
Sunday evening, March 28 with John
Mann, an original member of legendary
Canadian folk band Spirit of the West.
Mann has a gentle, affable presence
onstage and said he enjoys the house
concert circuit as much as the larger
concert venues. He treated the audience
to classic songs from Spirit of the West as
well as a more personal touch with songs
from his latest solo album, December
Looms. Two songs not yet recorded dealt
with his recent experience recovering
from cancer. His solo work is built
around straightforward acoustic guitar
and his beautifully clear, expressive
voice, in the tradition of the early
folksingers. The impression conveyed
is of a thoughtful, intelligent and warmhearted soul.
Mann balances a busy career as a
musician and an actor in film, television
and stage. He actually began his career
training to become an actor at Langara
College’s Studio 58 in the early ’80s.
While there he met Alison Kelly, wife
of Geoffrey Kelly, Mann’s songwriting
partner in Spirit of the West. Kelly and
Jay Knudson had a duo, and invited
Mann to a gig in Whistler, although he
had no experience as a guitarist. “Jay
was placing my fingers on the fretboard
to show me where the chords were,”
recalls Mann.
Originally they called themselves
Evesdropper, but as Spirit of the West
they went on to build an enthusiastic
following through gigs at Vancouver’s
Soft Rock Café and the Railway Club.
At a time when major record labels
dominated the music market, the band
released their first album independently,
as many other Vancouver bands were
doing. One of their first big breaks
was performing at the Edmonton Folk
Festival, after which they were signed
to Stony Plain Records. Eventually they
signed with Warner Brothers records,
and on the strength of hits like Save This
House eventually sold 700,000 records.

But the band saw little of the money they
earned due to a poor contract.
“We tried to buy our way out of
the contract a number of times but they
wouldn’t let us because we were making
them a lot of money.”
Mann fell back into acting through
a friend who was a casting director in
Vancouver for a show called Millennium.
He was featured on CBC Television’s
Intelligence, a series created by Chris
Haddock, the originator of Da Vinci’s
Inquest, and recently appeared in the
feature film Personal Effects with Kathy
Bates, Ashton Kutcher and Michelle
Pfieffer. Mann is often typecast in bad
guy roles for television and film, so he
relishes the chance to do live theatre. Last
year he performed in a production of Lés
Miserables in Vancouver. This March
he completed a run of performances in
a show called Beyond Eden about Haida
carver Bill Reid, playing archaeologist
and Haida scholar Wilson Duff.
“The cast was multi-cultural,
with members from Haida Gwaii and
First Nations from Alberta. It’s why I
generally prefer doing theatre. When
you do get a good part and it’s something

you’re proud of doing it’s really a
wonderful feeling.”
Mann’s solo music career has arisen
partly due to the fact that some songs
“just aren’t right for the band but you
don’t want to not do them. I think in the
end they feed off each other, and end up
recharging you.” All the band members
have solo projects of some kind. Kelly
and Tobin Frank perform with The
Paperboys and Kelly also tours with
the Irish Rovers in Australia and New
Zealand. Hugh McMillan plays with
James Keelaghan, while drummer Vince
Ditrich manages Spirit of the West and
two other bands known as Quinzy and
House of Doc.
Understandably, performing
together for 26 years in a band results
in a close-knit, family-like relationship.
Kelly and Mann have watched their
children grow up together and wives Jill
and Alison are part of a successful theatre
group known as Mum’s the Word. Their
sons already have their own band. Spirit
of the West, thankfully, has no plans to
pack it in.
“It’s so much a part of our lives, no
one’s saying let’s pull the plug.”

John Mann performs intimate show at the Rosebery Manor

Music fans were treated to an intimate audience with John Mann of Spirit of the West at Rosebery
Manor March 28. Mann is touring in support of his latest solo release, December Looms.
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Kaslo youth celebrate addition to Katimavik program
by Anna Nissen, Kamoy Williams
and Andréa Peddigrew
Kaslo is a new addition to the
Kootenays region of the Katimavik
youth program this year, hosting 11
youth from across the country who
arrived on January 13. They came
to engage in volunteer work, second
language development and learn
about cultural diversity. As Margaret
Mead once said, “Never doubt
that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the
world.”
Katimavik was founded in 1977
by Jacques Hébert and is currently
operating in 99 communities across
Canada. The program, either six or
nine months long, is designed to
inspire youth to ‘Get a Life’. The
program’s slogan may seem blunt,
but is entirely true. Katimavik aims
to prepare Canadian youth for the
challenges they will face in their
future careers and endeavours by
having them engage in group living,
house management and various
volunteer work placements.
With vigor and fresh ideas,
Katimavik participants arrived
ready to change the community of
Kaslo. Not even settled into their

new home, they readied themselves
for interviews at various worksites
in a village already known for its
community spirit and dedication.
In the last three months, eight
employers benefited from work
placements of the 11 volunteers. The
work of Katimavik youth is most
visually noticeable at the Langham
Cultural Centre, Periwinkle Day
Care, the VHKAS Thrift Store,
the Kaslo and Area Youth Centre
and the Public Works Department.
The Katimavik group has added
zest to some of Kaslo’s finest
establishments by completing these
renovation projects.
N ot only are K atimavik
participants hardworking, but
they also possess passion for the
development of other youth. This is
showcased by the work performed
at JVH school and at the Family
Centre. The Kaslo Fire Department,
the Village of Kaslo, the Chamber
of Commerce and North Kootenay
Lake Community Services also
enjoyed the help of the Katimavik
volunteers.
T h r o u g h o u t t h e g r o u p ’s
three-month stay in Kaslo, they
volunteered at several community

events, including the Winter in the
Forest Festival, and the Hope for
Haiti Benefit concert and dinner.
The group also took valentines
and cookies to hospital patients
and various residents to promote
the Spread Love project which
encourages doing random acts of
kindness. Participants went above
and beyond program expectations
and took the initiative to organize
several activities at the Kaslo and
Area Youth Centre: a Hands-OnThe-Wall fundraiser, a cookie baking
workshop, a Charleston dance class
and a soccer techniques workshop.
Katimavik has been well
received by the community. The
support given by locals has acted as
a motivating force for participants
in their development of new ideas
and their willingness to take on new
challenges.
Easter Monday is the last day
the current Katimavik group will
be in Kaslo, but their journey is
yet to finish. They are heading to
Victoriaville, Québec to continue
their work. This group has cultivated
many relationships with the citizens
of Kaslo and are sad to be leaving
after such a short stay. However,

they are happy to know that Kaslo
will continue to reap the benefits of
volunteer work – a second group of
nine volunteers from Victoriaville
arrives for the second phase of
the program on April 7. They will
continue working with the same
work partners, as well as with the
Riding Club and for the May Days
Festival. Expect to see a lot of
hard work and creative community
projects done by this new and
energetic bunch. There will be a
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welcome party for this group at
the Youth Centre on Friday, April
9 at 6:30 pm. Anyone interested in
meeting the new group or learning
more about the program is invited
to attend.
Project Leader Sarah Keenan
is looking for families interested in
billeting participants for two weeks.
The billeting period will be Sunday,
May 2 to Sunday, May 16. For more
information, contact her at 353-7840
or katimasarah@gmail.com.

Eleven youth participants inaugurated Kaslo’s entry into the Katimavik youth program this
year. Front row: Andréa Peddigrew, Casey McLaren and Guillaume Fuso. Middle row:
Rose St.Germain, Olivier Duchesne, Alyssa Haynes and Marie-Michèle Fauteux. Back
row: Anna Nissen, Tim Potter, Sarah Keenan, Maxime Thibodeau and Kamoy Williams.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Artist Kevin Berggren opened his exhibition Not Exactly an Oil Painting at the Hidden Garden Gallery on March 26. This
limited opportunity to see Berggren’s work featured a chance for visitors to name the paintings.

Former church pastors offer sanctuary at Heart’s Rest in New Denver
by Catherine M. Ryan Gregory
At Heart’s Rest Retreat Centre in
New Denver, visitors don’t merely
kick back with a cocktail and enjoy
the view. The retreat’s founders
and owners, Therese DesCamp
and George Meier, offer a deeper
experience for clergy, lay people,
and youth who stay at the property.
“We could provide a different
way of letting go by embracing both
a spiritual broad path and a physical
connection to the universe,” says
DesCamp “We offer this space,
both a physical and spiritual one,
where people can connect to God,
themselves, and the planet.”
DesCamp and Meier are
graduates of Pacific School of
Religion in Berkeley, and former
co-pastors of Community Church
of Monterey. In 2007, the couple
decided to unplug from the hectic
pace of parish ministry and set
up a retreat centre near Valhalla
Provincial Park.

The couple’s website says
“prayerful hospitality is our work,”
and working with the earth plays a
role in the prayerful environment of
the place. In addition to one-on-one
spiritual guidance meetings, silent
meditation practice, and discernment
opportunities, visitors work for an
hour a day on the property, turning
compost or harvesting potatoes. The
labour can serve as an opportunity for
spiritual reflection and a paradigm
shift.
“When you treat the earth as your
partner, it’s a complex and homely
relationship, and your heart is opened
to the physical world in a powerful
way,” DesCamp explains.
Being removed from one’s
‘regular’ life gives visitors a unique
perspective on their paths. But the
tranquility, sense of connectedness,
and purpose gained from a few days
or a week of contemplation don’t
have to be left behind when visitors
leave.

“We hope that people leave
Heart’s Rest with a different
relationship with the physical world
and begin to understand the web of
life they’re a part of,” DesCamp says.
“The challenge is to love this world
with all its mess and suffering, to
love it more deeply.”
For more information visit www.
heartsrest.com.

The Village of New Denver is taking applications for a Temporary
Labourer’s position. The position will run from May 3, 2010 to
October 1, 2010. The position is for 35 hours per week at a
pay rate of $15.00 per hour. Duties include but are not limited
to: cemetery groundskeeping, park and garden maintenance,
mowing boulevards, weed trimming and holiday relief for public
works department. Deadline for applications is Thursday,
April 15, 2010 at 4:00 p.m. Please submit applications to:
Administrator Carol Gordon, Village of New Denver, PO Box
40, New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0 or drop them off at the Village
of New Denver Municipal Office at 115 Slocan Avenue, New
Denver, BC.

Village of
New Denver
Notice
The Village of New Denver is preparing to review and amend
Bylaw 611, 2007 (Official Community Plan) and Bylaw 612,
2007 (Zoning Bylaw), copies of which are available for inspection at the Village Office, weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m.

George Meier and Therese Descamp
pose with ‘spiritual adviser’ Rose at
Heart’s Rest Retreat in New Denver.

In accordance with Section 879 of the Community Charter the
Council of the Village of New Denver welcomes public input
regarding issues that residents or property owners would like
to see addressed in the Official Community Plan or Zoning
Bylaw. Please provide your written comments by mail to the
Village of New Denver, PO Box 40, New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0,
via email to newdenver@netidea.com, or in hard copy to the
Village Office at 115 Slocan Avenue. Deadline for submissions
is 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 16, 2010.
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Spring bike swap returns to Slocan Park Hall, April 18
submitted
Got a bike you no longer need?
Looking for a bike for those evergrowing kids? Want to support this
environmentally benign form of
transit? On Sunday, April 18, Slocan
Valley Recreation Commission will

be hosting its ever popular Annual
Bike Swap at the Slocan Park Hall
from 10 am –12 noon.
The feature event of bike swaps
in the Kootenays continues to be a
great gathering place that attracts a
wide range of bikes and all the parts

thereof. From single speed road
bikes, to high-end mountain bikes, to
kids’ bikes and tricycles it all seems
to show up here. Besides checking
out bikes, folks now come out and
enjoy a ride on the 50-kilometre
Slocan Valley Rail Trail. Can it get

submitted
After a 29 year history, the Slocan
City Logging Show may be over
for good. Last year it was cancelled
due to a lack of volunteers, and the
same problem this year could spell
its demise. A meeting for those who
want to volunteer to save this event
will be held at 7 pm on April 14 at
the WE Graham School Library in

Slocan City. Volunteers need not be
associated with the forest industry.
An earlier community meeting
on March 15 turned out only five
volunteers, with an additional three
expressing willingness to help. Gary
Burns, the prime motivator of the
show for the past three decades,
estimates that at least 30 volunteers
are required to properly organize and

run the event.
In previous years, the logger sports
component of the show developed
into a world-class competition
including tree climbing, log birling,
crosscut sawing and springboard
chopping. Current and former world
and Canadian champions regularly
made Slocan City one of the top stops
on the Canadian Loggers Sports tour.

submitted
The Slocan Park CARE Society,
in partnership with Passmore
Laboratory Ltd., has again applied
for a $3,600 grant from Columbia
Basin Trust (CBT) to continue our
water monitoring program within the
Slocan Park Domestic Watershed.
The Area H community will
be voting Saturday, April 10, from
1-3 pm at the Winlaw Hall. This is
the public input session for project
proposal review and voting. The
more who attend and vote for our
project, the more money we will
recieve, up to the total requested.

This grant application is for
water monitoring on four creeks
likely to be affected by BCTS
Timber Sale A80259/Slocan Park.
The four creeks will be monitored
for height of flow with Environment
Canada water height gauges.
Passmore Labs will do period flow
meter calculations to determine
water volume flow in cubic metres.
Two creeks will be monitored for
temperature with digital temperature
sensors.
Water samples for four creeks
will be routinely obtained by
landowners and tested by Passmore

Water Lab for conductivity and
turbidity, as well as for total fecal
coliform. This monitoring will
provide preliminary assessments
about water quality and quantity that
will provide baseline data about our
watershed and creeks.
The information will assist in
identifying short-term impacts and
changes to domestic water quality
and quantity due to development, and
long-term trends related to terrain,
forest cover and climate changes. All
of the above are required to gather
critical baseline data on our domestic
water supply.

submitted
You may know the Boating Guide,
but what else do you know about
watercraft activity on Slocan Lake?
Who has authority over motorized
and non-motorized watercraft on
the lake? Can we protect sensitive
habitat and/or swimming areas and
still enjoy boating? For answers to all
your boating questions, come to the
watercraft community information
session, Thursday, April 22, 7 pm at
Bosun Hall, New Denver, featuring
special guest, Chris Marrie, Boating
Safety Officer, Transport Canada
Marine, Kelowna office.
This community information
evening, co-sponsored by the Slocan
Lake Boating Association and Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society, is part of the
society’s ongoing program to educate

lake community residents about this
valuable resource. Marrie will discuss
federal and provincial regulations
and authority, as well as horsepower,
speed and anchoring restrictions. A
question and answer period will follow.

This engaging presentation will be of
interest to all who play on and at our
lake. Refreshments served.
Please note that this presentation is
NOT the Safe Boating Course for the
operator card.

Future uncertain for Slocan City Logging Show

Slocan Park CARE Society urges supporters to vote for grant

Watercraft community information session offered

Hidden Garden
Gallery seeks
support for new
sculpture

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery
has submitted an application to the
Columbia Basin Trust Community
Initiatives program for funding
to purchase a sculpture by Toru
Fujibayashi. The sculpture would
be placed at the foot of main street
in New Denver, by the waterfront,
in Greer Park.
A voting process to determine
the success of the application will
take place at the Winlaw Community
Hall on Saturday, April 10, from 1-3
pm. At least 10 people must vote for
Fujibayashi in order for the funding to
proceed for the project. The Hidden
Garden Gallery is encouraging Area
H residents to attend and make the
project a success.

WATERCRAFT INFORMATION SESSION
Can we all share the lake?
Thursday, April 22, 7 pm
Bosun Hall, New Denver
Chris Marrie, Boating Safety Officer
Transport Canada Marine
See article this issue for details

Community Gardening in Krestova

any better than that?
If you’re planning on selling a
bike, please ensure that it has been
cleaned up and is in good working
order. Please note that 10 percent
of the selling price – to a maximum
of $30 – goes to Slocan Valley
Recreation. Bikes being sold must
be brought to the hall before 9:45
am and unsold bikes or cash must
be picked up before 12:30. The event
organizers have the right to refuse
bikes should they not be in good
working order.
To help with your purchasing
decision, Mark Holt of the Sacred
Ride will be on site to answer any

cycle maintenance questions which
may arise. You can also bring your
current bike over and they’ll give
it a quick inspection to make sure
it’s road-worthy. We all know that a
little attention now can save a lot of
aches and pains when you’re out in
the middle of nowhere.
For information contact 2260008.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

NOTICE
VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

ARBOR DAY
The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbor Day on
Monday, April 19, 2010. We will pick up all yard
and pruning waste that is placed at the
curb by 8 a.m. Please ensure that all
branches are bundled and tied and all
garden refuse (leaves, etc.) is bagged.
Absolutely no household garbage or
construction material will be picked up.
Thank you for your cooperation.

The Corporation of
the Village of Slocan
P.O. Box 50, Slocan B.C V0G 2C0

RFP 2010-01

CONTRACT
Springer Creek RV Park and Campground Operator

The Village of Slocan invites proposals for:
Operator for the Springer Creek RV Park and Campground
The Operator for the Springer Creek RV Park and Campground will also be responsible for duties related to associated facilities: the Beach area, Kiddies’ Park and the
Slocan Travel/Visitor Information Booth.
The Village of Slocan reserves the right to extend the
agreement for an additional two (2) years provided the
agreement is mutually agreeable to both the Village and
the Contractor.
Details of the Operator position can be found in the Request for Proposal which is available on the Village of
Slocan website, www.slocancity.com and at the Village
Office – 503 Slocan Street.
Proposals will be accepted no later than:
12:00 p.m. Thursday, April 15th, 2010
Proposals may be faxed, mailed or e-mailed.
Please note that the Village will not be held responsible
for fax transmission errors that could occur. Please
confirm your submission.

Everyone welcome!
Sunday, April 11, 1:00 pm

3601 Cemetary Road
For more information, call 250-359-7081

Submission should be sent to:
Chief Administrative Officer
Village of Slocan
PO Box 50
Slocan, B.C. V0G 2C0
Fax No: (250) 355-2666
Email: info@villageofslocan.ca
Financials for previous years can be viewed at the Village Office.
The Village will consider all proposals and will negotiate with
the successful candidates on terms acceptable to the Village.
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Record dry winter leads to low snowpack conditions
submitted
There has been a decrease in
snowpacks across the province over the
past two months, following the unusually
warm and dry January and February. For
some locations in BC, the January and/
or February average temperature was
the warmest on record, or close to the
warmest on record.
According to Environment Minister
Barry Penner, this is largely due to a
moderate to strong El Niño over the
past two months. The South Coast
and Vancouver Island received near
normal precipitation during January
and February, but most of the rest of the
province has been dry.
Castlegar experienced the lowest
February snowfall ever recorded (based
on a 45-year record), and Terrace in the
Skeena River basin experienced the
driest October to February period ever
recorded (based on a 55-year record).
Basin snow-water indices are at 83
percent in the Columbia and 71 percent
in the Kootenays.
Snowpacks in all major river basins

across BC are below normal, varying
from a low of 65 percent of normal
in the East Kootenay Basin to a high
of 95 percent of normal in the North
Thompson. In most areas, low-elevation
snow is generally absent and midelevation snow throughout Interior

valleys is well below normal.
Penner says while recent cooler
weather and lower freezing levels are
welcome, the below average snowpack
conditions across much of the Interior
indicate the potential for water- supply
challenges to develop this summer. There
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is also a likelihood of below-normal
freshet runoff during May and June.
To reduce the potential for summer
low flow or drought problems, spring
rainfall from April through June will
need to be at or above normal. In the
case of the South Interior, current snow
conditions could lead to conditions

similar to the 2009 summer drought
should the spring weather remain dry. If
El Niño conditions persist through spring,
continued above-normal temperatures
and below-normal precipitation can be
expected.
For more information visit www.
env.gov.bc.ca/rfc/index.htm.

submitted
The Kootenay Earth Day
Committee is asking people to submit
artistic designs that reflect our beautiful
and sacred earth, or their interpretation
of what Earth Day represents. The
winning design will be the template for
a tile mosaic that the community is asked

to participate in creating on Earth Day,
April 24, starting at 6:30.
Designs should be submitted to
info@ecosociety.ca or dropped off
at 206 – 507 Baker Street by April
10. For more information visit www.
kootenayearthday.ca. Volunteers are
asked to contact kayli@ecosociety.ca

submitted
WE Graham school in Slocan
hosted the regional tournament of
Destination Imagination on March
27 with the usual highly creative
and original results. Destination
Imagination presents students
with an opportunity to use their
imagination and creativity to build
clever inventions, write plays and
even show off their skills at theatrical
improvisation.
A group of fairies turn a bleak
landscape into a beautiful scene of
sunshine, fluffy clouds and flowers
then top it off with the singing of
What a Wonderful World. Several
hikers encounter a six-foot obstacle
and create a machine that helps launch
their supplies over the obstacle. Yet
another group creates a robot that

turns people into playful zombies
who dance their way through a tribute
to Michael Jackson. These were just
some of the performances by teams
from South Nelson, Nakusp, Winlaw
and Slocan schools.
All of the teams did an
excellent job and have been invited
to participate in the provincial
tournament in Abbotsford and we
wish them well. A big thank you
to all those who helped put on the
tournament, including Barb Lindsay,
the staff at WE Graham, the WE
Graham PAC, and the people from the
greater community who volunteered
to assess the performances. WE
Graham is very happy to be able
to say “see you next year” when
the school will once again host the
regional tournament.

submitted
On March 30, the local
environmental advocacy group,
Wildsight, took Grades five and
six students from both Rosemont
and Winlaw elementary schools
on a journey to discover what
happens when we throw things
away. During the day, children were
asked to scrutinize the contents of
local transfer stations, landfills and
recycling depots. Students tackled
topics such as waste, ecological
footprint, climate change and energy
use – and how to lessen their impacts.
“This is not your ordinary field
trip,” said Monica Nissen, Wildsight
Education Program Manager.
“There’s nothing inherently ‘fun’
about garbage – but the kids get
to be detectives for a day, to solve

the mystery of what happens to our
waste once we throw it in the trash.”
Wildsight calls the program
Beyond Recycling. The weekly
lessons include slideshows,
costumes, movies, and games.
Rosemont and Winlaw are two of
10 schools in the Columbia Basin
Region that have taken part in
Wildsight’s Beyond Recycling this
year.
Program sponsors include the
Federal Government’s EcoAction
program, the Regional District of
Central Kootenay, Terasen Gas,
Fortis BC, BC Hydro, and Columbia
Basin Trust, with support from
teachers, administrators and parents
throughout the region.
For more information visit www.
wildsight.ca.

Design this year’s Earth Day mosaic

WE Graham hosts Destination
Imagination tournament
The Ministry of Forests installed a bridge over Arvid Creek in the Slocan
Park watershed, replacing culverts that were removed earlier. The work was
inspected by resident Cal Burton who found no damage in the process.

Student detectives dig up dirt on dumps

On the evening of March 23, Slocan residents were shocked by the sound of gunfire. A bullet was fired through the
Slocan Market window. The Slocan Valley RCMP detachment is investigating.

Paul Steenvoorden, Waste Management Route Manager, gives Winlaw
Elementary School students from Jack Berry’s class at tour of the materials
recycling facility in Brilliant, as part of the Beyond Recycling program field trip.
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New Denver Quilt Guild presents historic quilt to museum
by Art Joyce
History comes in many forms,
and artifacts can be as simple as a
hairpin or as complex as an obsolete
piece of machinery. Thanks to the
ladies of the New Denver Quilt
Guild, the community has had a
valuable piece of its history saved in
the form of a quilt. Over the past year,

guild volunteers spent many hours
restoring the quilt, which depicts
many of New Denver’s historic
buildings. The guild presented it to
Silvery Slocan Museum President
Webb Cummings on March 23.
“The good news is that instead
of being shoved under a counter
somewhere, it’s going to be displayed

As one of its community projects, the New Denver Quilt Guild restored a quilt
depicting several historic buildings in the community. The guild has donated
the quilt to the Silvery Slocan Museum.

in the Museum,” says guild member
Jill Roberts.
The quilt had been found in
the Pavilion, where it had lain for
years in a cupboard. Quilter Diane
Andrews says it had probably been
raffled in the late ’70s and the winner
was a Japanese man who spent his
last days at the Pavilion. It appears
to have been created by the New
Denver Women’s Institute, which
has since disbanded. The date sewn
into the back of the quilt is 1979,
although Andrews thinks it may date
to an earlier period based on some of
the fabrics used.
Some of the buildings depicted
on the quilt include: the old Fire
Hall (today’s Valley Voice office),
St. Andrew’s Church, Bosun Hall,
the old Village Hall on Kildare Street
(now a private residence), Turner
Memorial Church, the Clover block
(next to Valhalla Pure), Slocan Lake
Hardware, Knox Hall (formerly
Knox Presbyterian Church), St.
Stephen’s Church, the Forsythe

Stationers block on main street, the
Valhalla Wilderness Society building
and the former RCMP office. Some
key historic buildings are pictured
which are sadly no longer with us,
including the Newmarket Hotel and
the original New Denver hospital.
Two houses are shown as well, the
Avison and Aylwin homes. Outdoor
features shown include the Japanese
tea house that is now part of the
Kohan Gardens, Slocan Lake and
the Fireman’s Christmas tree that
used to be erected outside the Post
Office each year.
The New Denver Quilt Guild
is a busy bunch, moving from one
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project to the next as soon as a quilt
is completed. Past quilt projects have
included quilts for the local RCMP
detachment, and baby quilts for the
hospital auxiliary. Their next project
is Quilts for Valour, for Canada’s
returning soldiers.
“Every year our guild does a
community project,” says Roberts.
“This year we wanted to do the
restoration as our project.”

Jacob Butt, on behalf
of Bergevin Electrical
Inc. is now taking jobs
in the New Denver,
Nakusp and Slocan
Valley Area.

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

Please call 250-3582479 or 250-505-6182
and leave a message
Free Estimates.
Certified, Licenced,
And Insured

The New Denver Quilt Guild presented a restored historic quilt to Silvery Slocan Museum President Webb Cummings on March 23.
(L to R): Barbara Lahner, Rowena Wilson, Jill Roberts, Amy Mori, Cummings, Gail Hiebert, Diane Andrews, and Chris Hildebrand.

Whole School continues to offer education alternatives
submitted
The Whole School is excited
to commemorate 37 years as the
oldest, non-aligned independent
school in all of BC. We are also
celebrating the first year in our new
bright and comfy dedicated venue in
Winlaw. Drop by our Open House on
Thursday, April 22 from 2-5 pm to
meet the students, staff and parents,
see our school at its new home, 5614
Highway 6, Winlaw.
To mark this celebration, we
are offering first year free tuition to
all new students joining our school
program from half-time kindergarten
to grade seven. Don’t forget to also
mark your calendars on Saturday,
May 8 for our 11th Annual Spring
Market.

Since 1973, The Whole School
has offered an educational alternative
to our community with small multiaged classes in a nurturing, noncompetitive environment which aims
to foster the whole growth of every
child – social, emotional, spiritual,
physical and intellectual. Emphasis
is placed on artistic expression,
environmental stewardship,
experiential learning and social
justice. Our belief is that optimum
learning occurs by honouring each
child’s social and emotional needs,
inherent curiosity, imagination and
enthusiasm. Helping children to
recognize their own potential is
essential to fostering leadership,
confidence, self-esteem, and a
lifelong love of learning.

Kids at the new Whole School location look forward to welcoming the public
for its open house April 22 at the new Winlaw location.

Our school enjoys a wonderfully
active group of dedicated parents
and volunteers who help to create
an intimate family and community
oriented setting. All our teachers
are BC Certified and passionate
about alternative and progressive
education.
For more information on our
school, upcoming events, free tuition
offer or admission applications for
the upcoming 2010/11 school year
please call our School Coordinator,
Jane, Mondays to Wednesdays at
250-226-7737.

New Home for Sale!

www.billlander.ca
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Radcliffe Ridge group holds fundraising dinner and dance
submitted by Kirsten Olsen
Join us for dinner, dancing, and
door prizes in a celebratory fundraiser
on Saturday, April 24 at the Vallican
Whole to support ongoing development
of community awareness of land and
water stewardship roles. Entertainment
provided by blues-rock band Roxy. Beer
garden and doors at 5:30 pm, dance at

8 pm.
All funds raised will go towards
independent assessment of logging
plans in local watersheds, and continued
monitoring of potentially impacted
streams and water sources. This is a copresentation brought to you by Slocan
Park Community Action for Responsible
Ecology Society (SP CARES) and Rural

Alternatives Research and Training
Society (RARTS).
The SP CARE Society formed in
2008 for the purposes of staying active
in the stewardship of the water and
land in our community, and with the
hopes of influencing policy decisions
to reflect responsible ecology that spans
generations. We and other community
members filed a complaint with the
Forest Practices Board regarding the
sale of four cutblocks in Slocan Park’s
domestic use watershed. We also
established an ongoing water monitoring
program in partnership with Jen and
Tony Yeow from the Passmore Water
Lab and a grant from the Columbia Basin
Trust Community Initiatives fund.
We would like to thank Jen and

Tony for their excellent leadership
role and donation of their time, in
establishing this important baseline
watershed information. We would like
to thank Herb Hammond for donation
of his time and expertise in presentation
to the community of his Ecosystem
Based Conservation Planning (EBCP),
which looks at landscapes and land use
planning from a new, inspiring, and
interconnected perspective. We thank
Area H Director Walter Popoff for
standing up with us for our water rights
and for presenting Herb Hammond’s
EBC plan to the Ministry of Forests
representative at the Union of BC
Municipalities conference.
And of course, thank you to the
Sinixt for their participation, inspiration,
and information. We also engaged the
Freedom of Information Act to discover
that the four Slocan Park cutblocks were

tacked on to an amendment to our area’s
Forest Stewardship Plan in 2007, and
thus all the industry statements of ‘public
consultation’, ‘comment periods’,
‘advertisements in newspapers’, and
‘notification of water users’ become
nonsensical.
Last fall we launched the Watershed
Rag newsletter. Thanks to volunteer
Nelle Maxey for the in-depth coverage of
current watershed and water issues in our
community. The Spring 2010 editions
covering proposed ‘modernization’ of
the BC Water Act is available this week.
Look for it in local stores in the Valley
or email Save.Radcliffe.Ridge@gmail.
com for a free electronic copy.”
Tickets at Eddy’s Music in Nelson,
Frog Peak Café in Crescent Valley, and
Nothin’ Fancy at Slocan Park Service.
Dinner and Dance $25 or come at 8 pm
for $15 and dance the night away!

submitted
The Nakusp Music Fest wants
everyone to save the HST by buying
their Music Fest tickets before May
1. The HST will be charged after
May 1 for all events that happen
after July 1.
“The price of a three day ticket
will go up by $11.67,” festival
organizers wrote in a press release.
“We here at Music Fest have done
our part by keeping prices the same

as last year but we can’t stop the
government from increasing this tax
so we want everyone to buy early and
save some money.”
Some highlights of this year’s
festival include Bachman and Turner,
Eric Burdon and the Animals, Doc
Walker, Bif Naked, and 54/40. There
will be 19 bands in total to grace
the stage.
For more information call 1-877265-5565.

Don’t pay the HST on the Nakusp Music Fest

Kim Coates and Norm Ziittlau of Nakusp collect their prize of two 3-day passes to the Nakusp Music
Fest, drawn in the Nakusp Community Events Raffle on March 26. The Nakusp and Area Development
Board would like to thank Nakusp Roots Music Society for donating the tickets, all the Nakusp
businesses who helped sell the tickets and those who supported the raffle by purchasing tickets. The
raffle raised $920 to go towards the 2010 Canada Day, BC Day and Christmas community events.
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Sleeping Around
the West Kootenays
with
Andrew
Rhodes

Sensual
serenity at the
Bigelow Bay
Cabins

Hello once again folks. This week
I’ve left the food behind again and
concentrated instead on the very new
and very wonderful Bigelow Bay Cabins
owned and operated by my friend Isy
Schuman.
Here’s how it happened. A couple
of months ago I was chatting with my
neighbour Isy, and mentioned that if
she ever left town and needed a house
sitter for her cabins I’d make myself
available. Well, sure enough, last week
she phoned me and said “How about
this coming Tuesday and Wednesday?”
YAY!!! That’s how I came to spend two
magical days and nights at one of her
two almost brand new cabins on Bigelow
Bay in the woods. I’m so overwhelmed
by this place and its surroundings that it’s
hard to know where to start, so I’ll start
with Isy’s dream.
“I wanted to create and provide a
place where people could come to find
themselves, to heal, to breath, and to
be,” she says, “and I wanted to include
and welcome people with disabilities
into this mix.”
What she’s brought into being
is all of this and more. Bigelow Bay,
as many of you know, is a place with
stunning views of Slocan Lake, the rocky
shoreline, and the majestic Valhallas.
What we call the New Denver Glacier
is sort of the ice-cream topping perched
and glimmering on the peaks of those
Valhallas. Just above the lake is the
lovely Molly Hughes Trail, and just
above that sit the cabins with windows
waiting.
I’d never been inside one, and before
walking through the door I noted the
spacious stonework patio with picnic
table, BBQ, and comfy outdoor chairs.
The magic touch for this patio? Around
its perimeter is an herb garden. The view
is to die for.
The “cabin” itself is about 550
square feet of pure charm. The roof is
timber-frame. The beams are ten by six
inch Douglas fir backed with six inch
tongue-in-groove rustic fir. The tables are
locally handmade from birch and fir. The
cabinetry is also locally made.
There’s everything you need here.
Complete kitchen with pots, plates etc,
modern electric range and fridge, a
bathroom you could play soccer in, and
the magic touch: a little wood-burning
heater, with hearth, tucked into a corner.
That little heater kept the entire place,
me included, pleasantly toasty for two
days and nights. Of course I could have
used the built-in radiant heat or the ‘kick
space fan heating’ that blows heated air
across the floor, but I chose the little
wood heater. It reminded me of home.
The bedroom? Queen-size bed with
down duvet, lots of closet space, and oh
yes, built in washer and dryer. And, gee, I

almost forgot, a big built-in, state-of-theart jacuzzi. I spent plenty of time in that.
From everywhere in the kitchen,
living room and bedroom, there are
windows opening onto breathtaking
views. All of the wood, fir and birch
used to build this place was harvested
on the property.
When the afternoon sun began
to slip between the mountains of the
western shore, I’d slip out to the patio
where there was a large supply of dry
wood for the heater.
So what did I do for two days and
nights? I spent a lot of time sitting on the
edge of the Molly Hughes Trail soaking
in the view. Slocan Lake is a mystifying
lake that changes moods and colours
constantly, and I watched for hours at a
time. It brought me a great deal of peace.
Then I’d walk up to the cabin for a
jacuzzi and have lunch, walk into town
for groceries, bring them back, go back to
the lake, then back to the cabin for dinner
and a bit of reading. Then, before dusk
I’d return to the lakeshore. Lucky me.
All of the trades people and artists
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that built this place are local people.
Randy Angrignon, a Jack of all trades
and a MASTER of most, was the main
builder. My pal Ranger Bob Fuhrer built
the beautiful birch and fir tables and
headboards with his bare hands. River

Bardatti and Atley Bokstrom did much of
the landscaping and patio work. The fine
cabinetry is courtesy of Loren Oldham.
Isy’s touch is everywhere.
This place is full of magic. It’s
waiting for you. Put Isy’s Bigelow

Bay Cabins on your own list of
accommodations suitable for yourself,
your friends and your family. You can’t
go wrong at these cabins snuggled in the
woods above Slocan Lake. Isy’s dream
came true.

submitted
In addition to people exploring the
Kootenays, spring also brings patrols of
Crown land and Forest Service roads
to ensure off-road vehicles are used
responsibly, Minister of Forests and
Range Pat Bell reminded riders.
“ATV, 4X4 and dirt-bike use
increases from April to October, and
riders should be prepared for a trip that
brings no harm to themselves or the
environment,” said Bell. “Most people
value the experience and respect the
land they are recreating on, but those
who cause environmental damage will
be held accountable.”
Environmentally sensitive areas
such as grasslands, wetlands, streams,

hillsides, and alpine lands provide
critical habitat for a wide range of
plants and animals, but can suffer
long-term damage from a single use
of a motorized vehicle. People found
damaging sensitive areas may be issued a
violation ticket of $575 or face penalties
of up to $100,000. All motor vehicle
operators on Forest Services roads must
have a valid driver’s licence for the
vehicle they are driving. All operators
must also carry a minimum of $200,000

third party liability insurance, available
through insurance agents. Recreational
motorized vehicle and outdoor recreation
clubs often provide group insurance
policies as part of their membership
package. The public is encouraged to
use forest and range lands responsibly
and report any suspected forestry or
range contraventions or crimes to the
Province’s toll- free, 24-hour, Report All
Poachers and Pollutants (RAPP) line at
1-877 952-7277.

Government cautions ATV, motorbike users on back roads use

VILLAGE OF
SILVERTON

ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN-UP
• Stoves, small appliances (no fridges)
• Metal scraps (within reason)
• Branches, yard waste (bundled and bagged)

Schedule:

Thursday, April 15: SOUTH SIDE OF SILVERTON CREEK
Friday, April 16: NORTH SIDE OF SILVERTON CREEK

Contact:
The Village of Silverton 250-358-2472
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Nakusp ski and board teams do well at provincials
submitted
The Nakusp high school ski
and board teams attended the
BC Secondary Schools Alpine
Championships in Rossland
February 28 to March 3.
On March 1, the snowboarders,
under the guidance of coaches Matt
McKee and Noel Ballard, had a
two-run race on a board terrain
course. This was a new event and
the boarders were much envied by
most of the skiers, who wanted to
join them on this challenging course
of jumps and banked corners. Each
racer went down this course one at
a time, unlike a true boarder cross
event. While the boarders raced, the
skiers cheered them on.
The next day, the snowboarders
were the ones riding and cheering
as the skiers did a two-run slalom
course, with their coaches Doug
and Brenda McQuair. Coach Susie
Cliff-Madden stayed back home but

The Arrow Lakes
Arts Council
PRESENTS

TILLER’S FOLLY

Friday, April 9, 8:00 pm at the
AUDITORIUM
of the
NAKUSP ARENA COMPLEX
IN
an evening of Celtic influenced
music Doors open at 7:30 pm.
Tickets : Adults: $20; Seniors:
$15 & Students: $10
(60 & over) (17 & under)
Available at Broadway Deli or
at the door!
Hospitality Hosts:
Casa Mandala &
Selkirk Inn
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her thoughts were with the teams.
The last day saw all racers back
in their bibs as the snowboarders
and skiers each had a one-run giant
slalom course to race down. They
put in excellent efforts and placed
well. Because our teams had female
and male racers in each event,
their overall standings had strong
showings compared to some other
schools in the province. The racers

showed excellent sportsmanship
with helping out on the courses and
being some of the loudest gangs
of cheering squads. The coaches
and parent helpers were proud of
them and would like to thank the
surrounding communities for their
support and donations for this event.
The girls’ snowboard team
placed seventh out of 16 teams.
Kathleen Fox scored the top points

for this team with a combined
placing of 21st out of 57.
The boys’ snowboard team
placed fourth out of 16 teams. Garreth
Douglas scored top combined points
for this team with 14th place, while
Dylan came in 15th and Sam 18th.
These three were in the top 20 out
of 62 competitors. The team missed
getting bronze medals by two points.
The two snowboard teams combined

for a fifth overall standing.
The girls’ ski team placed 7th out
of 18 teams. Claire Jackson was the
top point gatherer by placing 20th,
combined time, out of 70 female
racers.
The boys’ ski team placed 8th out
of 18 teams. Tyler Hascarl placed 23
out of 43 competitors.
The ski teams combined for a
third overall standing.

submitted
For the seventh year running,
a dedicated team of trained local
volunteers has been actively
preparing to launch the annual
Community Volunteer Income Tax
Program, generally referred to as
the CVITP.
A valuable outreach program,
the CVITP is a free and confidential
service designed to assist adults of
any age in completing and filing
their tax returns, a requirement of
the Government of Canada in order
to establish eligibility for a wide
range of medical, social and financial
benefits which are offered to persons
on a low or moderate income.
Each of the trained volunteers
individually represents the Arrow
Lakes communities ranging from
Edgewood, Fauquier, Arrow Park
and Burton through to Nakusp, Hills,
Rosebery, New Denver, Silverton,
Galena Bay, Trout Lake and all points
in-between.
Those whose income for a single
person is approximately $30,000
or $35,000 for a couple (plus for
a family, an additional $2,000 per
child) are eligible to receive the
free assistance available through the
Canada Revenue-trained volunteer,
upon request.
Note that returns must be noncomplex and straightforward – the
team does not prepare returns for

businesses or commercial enterprises,
or for deceased persons or those
facing bankruptcy proceedings. It
is also important to note that the
program is not intended to compete
with private enterprise – no tax
advice is offered and those wishing
professional assistance in dealing

with investment portfolios or financial
planning matters are strongly urged
to seek advice from the appropriate
professional resources of their own
choosing.
Pre-arranged ‘clinics’ and dropoff/pick-up locations where tax return
packages may be safely deposited for

processing, are in the process of
being arranged. Special needs clients
and elderly clients as well as shut-ins
and those residing in residential care
facilities are also serviced.
Call the District Volunteer
Coordinator, Marilyn Boxwell, for
further information, at 265-0075.

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Arts Council
is presenting Tiller’s Folly as the
fourth concert for the 2009-2010
Concert Series. Tiller’s Folly will
be performing on Friday, April 9 at
the auditorium of the Nakusp Arena
Complex, starting at 8 pm.
Tiller’s Folly includes Bruce
Coughlan, Laurence Knight and
Nolan Murray, the Pacific Northwest’s
internationally travelled, virtuosic
ambassadors of song. In a career
that spans 13 years and eight CDs,
they have explored a broad range of
acoustic roots music including Celtic,
bluegrass, folk, rock, and alternative
roots. Tiller’s Folly original songs are
usually featured at folk or roots music
festivals, while they perform a mixed
variety at community festivals or in

concert settings.
This will be their second
appearance in Nakusp. Tickets are
available at the Broadway Deli
or at the door the evening of the
performance, if there are any left.
The Arrow Lakes Arts Council

would like to thank the Casa Mandala
and Selkirk Inn for hosting Tiller’s
Folly as part of the Hospitality Host
program for this year’s Concert
Season.
For more information contact
Marilyn Massey at 250-265-4087.

submitted
Roca Mines Inc. is proud to
announce that the MAX Molybdenum
Mine at Trout Lake has won the 2009
Mining and Sustainability Award,
presented by the Honourable Randy
Hawes, Minister of State for Mining,
and Pierre Gratton, President of
the Mining Association of British
Columbia.
The award recognizes commitment
to mining and mineral development
that meets the growing needs of all

communities while maintaining a healthy
environment and vibrant economy for
present and future generations. Scott
Broughton, President and CEO of
Roca accepted the award on behalf of
all employees, contractors, suppliers,
local communities and management
who have all helped to make the mine a
success. Roca also thanks the Ministry of
Energy Mines and Petroleum Resources
and the Ministry of Environment for
their ongoing support of the MAX
Molybdenum Mine.

by Dan Spring
Given the hardy rural culture of
the Slocan Valley, we are blessed with
an award-winning equestrian coach,
Faye Fox of Summit Lake. In 2008,
Fox won the Athlete Community
Excellence (ACE) Leadership Award
for her work in teaching children
how to ride. The ACE is a provincewide award, administered by the
BC Colleges’ Athletic Association,
which recognizes excellence in

coaching in all athletic disciplines.
Along with her 61-year-old mother,
Faye hopes to attend the World
Equestrian Games (WEG) with the
help of her fellow Kootenayites.
“The WEG are like the Olympics
of equestrianism,” Fox says. “And
it’s always been held in places spread
all over Europe. For the first time this
year it will be held in one place, in
Kentucky. It’s much closer for our
Canadian athletes to go.”

If Fox could attend the WEG,
she believes she could bring back
new coaching skills to share with
the children of the Kootenays. Fox
is short on funds to attend the event,
however, and so has entered a contest
held by Equine Canada that awards
a trip to the WEG to the person with
the most votes.
To vote for Faye Fox, visit
Equine Canada’s website at www.
equinecanada.ca

Income tax help available for people with low incomes

REGIONAL REC COMMISSION No. 4
HELP WANTED
Recreation Commission #4 is hiring for the
following positions:

Summer Day Camp for Kids

Tiller’s Folly returns for encore performance in Nakusp

Roca Mines wins sustainability award from mining association

Summit Lake’s Faye Fox bids for the World Equestrian Games

Program Supervisor & Assistant
(Applicants must have a current student status
and should be attending school in the fall)
Positions will be approximately 7 weeks
For additional information, please call Tawny
Sidwell (250) 265-3809 istawny@gmail.com
Closing date for applications will be April 23, 2010

Summer Swim Program
Two Instructors
(Applicants should be certified Red Cross Instructors)
Positions will be approximately 4 weeks
For additional information, please call Joseph
Hughes (250) 265-4071 jh_nakusp@live.com
Closing date for swim instructors is May 7, 2010
Rates of pay for the above positions will be
based upon experience
Please send resumés to:
Recreation Commission #4
Box 613, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0

Faye Fox and Smeagol, a rescued horse who is Fox’s personal riding horse. Fox is competing to attend a major
equestrian event this year in Kentucky.
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Bourne and Kirk to perform in Slocan Valley
submitted
Juno Award winning singersongwriter Bill Bourne will be returning
to Nelson and the Slocan Valley, to play
three shows with local songwriter and
performer Alan Kirk. The duo will
appear at Sleep Is For Sissies in Winlaw
Friday, April 9, 8 pm, the Silverton
Gallery Sunday, April 11, 8 pm, and
the TNT Playhouse in Nelson Saturday,
April 10, 8 pm.
A multiple Canadian Juno
Award winner, Bourne has received
international acclaim for his recordings
and live performances. A mainstay on
the international roots scene, life on the

road is reflected in his music – powerful
rhythms and soulful songs, steeped in
world beat, blues, Cajun, Celtic, folk,
flamenco, funk, poetry and more.
Bourne has a long history of
musical collaboration, his most recent
one with Jasmine Ohlhauser and
Wyckham Porteous in the band bop
ensemble. Prior to that project Bourne
collaborated with Eivør Pálsdóttir from
the Faroe Islands on Eivør’s third solo
CD, eivør. The recording won double
at the Danish Music Awards Folk in
2006. Past collaborations include Alan
MacLeod, Shannon Johnson, Lester
Quitzau and Madagascar Slim, among

others. His solo work has been equally
well received.
Alan Kirk’s catchy, energetic songs
have been licensed for TV, commercials
and film. His music has been compared
to many popular favorites, and he
has performed solo and with The
Alternators in Canada, the US, Europe
and beyond. Kirk has also been featured
on CBC Radio, and appeared on
various compilations.
These shows also mark the first
time that local label Phonic Records,
owned by Kirk, will be promoting
a show featuring a touring artist.
Hopefully the first of many pairings

submitted
A group of volunteers made up
of Slocan Valley youth is planning a
family fun day for Saturday April 10,
in Slocan. Activities begin at 2 pm at
WE Graham Community Centre. A
barbecue dinner will be followed by
Wassabi Collective, who will get us
hopping at the Slocan Legion from
6-10 pm. The day is sponsored by the
McCreary Foundation of Vancouver.
Every three years, the foundation
conducts a youth health survey in
high schools throughout the province.
The following year, they pick a

community from their survey results,
and invite a group of youth to review
the health issues and present them to
their community.
In November, the Slocan Valley
youth group reviewed the survey
results from the valley, then they
came up with some of their own ideas
about youth related health issues.
They created a YouTube video about
their fear of school closure and the
resulting impact on themselves and
their community. These issues will
be presented at the April 10 event.
However, the focus of the event is,

according to the youth themselves, “a
celebration of our community assets.”
There will be skate boarding
under the lights in the evening, an
open art session with Toumbi, a pool
and dart tournament in the youth
centre, and outdoor active games for
children, youth, and family members
of all ages. With funding support from
the McCreary Foundation, the event
is free for all.
If you wish to volunteer, run a
special event, or help with set up,
please call WE Graham Community
Service Society at 250-355-2484.

submitted
The allowable annual cut (AAC)
for Tree Farm Licence (TFL) 3 in
the West Kootenay area remains at
80.000 cubic metres, announced
Deputy Chief Forester Melanie
Boyce. TFL3 covers about 79,000
hectares near the village of Slocan.
“This tree farm licence area
continues to have a stable timber
supply, and therefore after reviewing
all the current information and
comprehensive new analysis, I have

maintained the harvest level,” said
Boyce. “ I am confident that this level
of cut can be sustained for the next
10 years and reflects local, social and
environment objectives for the area.”
The Deputy Chief Forester’s
determination is based on information
ranging from technical forestry
reports, First Nations input and public
input to the government’s social and
economic goals. The timber supply
review considers environmental
factors such as biodiversity, which

submitted
Kootenay skateboarders just
got a major boost with a series
of summer events that will bring
boarders together across the region.
Whether you skate just for fun or
skate for life, the 2010 Kootenay
Skateboard Series is for you. Events
will be held in Slocan City, Salmo,
Kaslo, Castlegar, Invermere, Nelson
and Trail. The series will provide
an opportunity for skateboarders to
attain points toward an overall trophy
in their age category, including under

14, 15-plus (open), Old School
Rulers and Women’s.
Valley skateboarders will have
their chance Sunday, April 10 for
the Slocan City Night Skate from
3-10:55 pm at the skatepark by
WE Graham school. Then it’s on
to the Salmo Slamo Saturday, May
15 from 9 am-10 pm at the Salmo
Indoor Skate Bowl. From there
skateboarders are invited to attend
Kaslo May Days on Sunday, May
23 from 11 am-4 pm.
The tour continues throughout
summer and into the fall. For more
information visit bcskateboarding.
org, email bcskateboarding@live.
com or contact Ty Smith at 250354-9767.

includes old growth forests, water
resources, and scenic values in
addition to social and economic
issues.
Under the timber supply review,
the chief forester or deputy chief
forester must determine how much
wood can be harvested in each of the
province’s 37 timber supply areas and
34 tree farm licences at least once
every 10 years. A new AAC may
be determined earlier in response
to abnormal situations or if new
information significantly alters the
assumptions used to make the current
determination.
Tree farm licences are area-based
tenures issued under the Forest Act,
and give the licensee rights to manage
Crown timber for sustained yield for
25 years. The licensee manages the
area under the general supervision of
the Ministry of Forests and Range and
receives approval from the ministry
for harvesting activities.
Copies of the AAC determination
are available at www.for.gov.bc.ca/
hts/ or from the Arrow Boundary
Forest District office in Castlegar.

of national talent and local performers.
Tickets for the shows are available
at the door for each venue, half an hour
before show time.
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For more information visit www.
phonicrecords.com or www.billbourne.
com or contact Kirkvision@gmail.
com.

McCreary youth plan community celebration in Slocan

Well known roots musician Bill Bourne comes to Winlaw and Silverton to
perform with local songwriter Alan Kirk.

Cut level for TFL3 remains the same

Kootenay Skateboard Series comes to Slocan

Equestrian safety
seminar offered in
Slocan Valley

submitted
Marion Weisskopff will be
in the Slocan Valley on Tuesday,
May 4 from 8:30 am to 5:30
pm, to share with horse lovers
of all disciplines safe and sound
ways to enjoy horses this season.
She will be assisting members
of the Slocan Valley Outriders
Association (SVOA) at their
Arlington Road grounds in Slocan
City to teach skills in the areas
of riding, driving, groundwork,
high lining, ponying, as well as
teaching horses to lie down and
bow. The course will cost $25.
Spectators are welcome.
For more information call 250358-7105.

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Miscellaneous
Clearance

Foremost Basin & Pedestal Bathroom Sink
4”centers
reg. $84.59 SALE $63.74
Resin Shelf Unit, White, 3 shelves
24w x 12d x 36h
reg. $26.59 SALE $13.95
6-Ton Hydraulic Bottle Jack Prolift
reg. $34.99 SALE $24.95
3 pc Desoto Resin Patio Set
2 chairs, 1 table
reg. $119.99 SALE $69.00
22 pc Grill Pro BBQ tool set Stainless Steel
reg. $19.99 SALE $12.95
Western Rugged long handle square nose Shovel
reg. $22.99 SALE $15.95
Rubbermaid 68 litre Storage Container Blue
reg. $18.99 SALE $14.99
Columbia Skylights 2 x 4 curb mount
reg. $159.99 SALE $139.50
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Nakusp sustainability strategy sets carbon reduction targets
by Art Joyce
Nakusp is well on its way
to achieving sustainability as a
community, thanks to forwardthinking leadership at the council
level. As part of the Integrated
Community Sustainability Planning
process, the RDCK gathered input
from Nakusp residents that will help
guide the Village’s steps toward
sustainability through its Official
Community Plan (OCP).
As a condition of continuing to
receive provincial gas tax revenues,
municipalities are required to
produce a sustainability plan that
sets carbon emissions reduction
targets and strategies for meeting
them. Under Bill 27, an amendment
to the Local Government Act passed
in 2008, the BC government is
requiring councils to have these plans
approved by May 31, 2010 as part
of their OCPs. Municipal councils
have the option of hiring their own
sustainability consultants or using
the one contracted by the regional
district. Nakusp and Kaslo opted to
use the RDCK’s consultant. In Bill
44, the Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Targets Act, the BC government has
set a legislated target to reduce the
total GHG emissions in the province
by 33 percent from 2007 levels by
2020, and 80 percent by 2050.
The Province has developed
community-wide energy use
and emissions inventories for all
municipalities and regional districts
in BC. These Community Energy and
Emissions Inventory (CEEI) reports
provide the total of the electricity
and natural gas consumed in the
community and an estimate of the

Spring is Here! The Patio is Open!
Leland on the Lake Spring Hours:
Monday thru Friday
11Am - 2 PM + 5 - 9 PM
Saturday & Sunday 11 AM - 9 PM

vehicle fuel consumption for the
baseline year of 2007. The associated
GHG emissions are also calculated
for each energy consumption type, as
well as for estimated waste emissions.
The sustainABLE Nakusp plan’s
final draft notes that the calculation
for Nakusp’s carbon emissions takes
into account that there is no natural
gas service, so energy use is divided
between electricity, wood and oil
heating, with an estimated 25 percent
of homes using oil. There were 1,140
vehicles licensed in Nakusp as of
2007 for a population of about 1,500.
The total estimated GHG
emissions in the community in
2007 was 14,570 tonnes of CO2,
about 8.5 tonnes per person. This
compares well with Creston, which
had an estimated 9 tonnes per person.
Although buildings and transportation
consume roughly equal amounts of
total energy, vehicles provide the
vast majority of carbon emissions at
11,234 tonnes. This is because the
electricity consumed in BC is mostly
hydro-electric and has low carbon
emissions for each unit of energy
consumed.
A ‘business as usual’ scenario
to forecast energy consumption
and GHG emission is generated
which assumes the Province will
do everything it says it will do
in improvements to building and
vehicle fleet standards, but the local
government does nothing different,
and population growth remains
constant at current rates. From 2010
to 2020 the rise in energy use and
emissions from population growth
will be more or less balanced by
the efficiencies in buildings and
transport. After 2020, with no new
efficiency increases, emissions rise
proportional to population growth.
With the passage of Nakusp’s
OCP in 2008, all residential zones are
now permitted to contain secondary
suites, carriage houses and garden
suites. These smaller housing units
use considerably less energy and thus
produce less carbon emissions per
unit as well as reducing transportation
emissions due to the increased
housing density. The sustainABLE
Nakusp plan sets a target of having 50

sandrawatt@telus.net
Applications close April 23, 2010
Grant co-ordinator

Sandra Watt

• 250-265-3438

percent of dwellings with secondary
suites or carriage houses by 2030,
and to have residents reduce in-town
driving by 10 percent.
The Village also has set a goal
to promote energy efficient retrofits,
especially of older buildings. This
would have the added benefit of
encouraging restoration work on
heritage buildings. A retrofit of
a residence could reduce energy
use and GHGs by 30 percent; the
document sets a goal of 25 percent of
Nakusp dwellings having a retrofit by
2030. The same policy goal has been
adopted for downtown commercial
buildings, with tax incentives for
energy efficient retrofits. Another
Village goal is a strong focus on
developing the downtown core, with
an avoidance of strip development
along the highway.
Incorporating the Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) standards into building
permits for new development is
another Village goal stated in the

document. LEED certified buildings
are known to reduce energy
consumption by up to 40 percent.
The 2030 target for Nakusp is to
have 20 percent of new residential
and commercial units conform to
this standard.
Nakusp will also encourage
increased use of solar energy,
leading by the example of the new
panels installed on the arena and
by educating the public. The 2030
target is to have 200 solar panels
in the village on about a third of all
residences. In tandem with this will
be initiatives to encourage switching
to high efficiency wood-burning
stoves as an alternative to oil. This
saves householders 80 percent of
their energy costs and produces no
greenhouse gases. The 2030 target
is to reduce heating oil use by 65
percent.
By introducing an anti-idling
bylaw for vehicles, the Village is on
the path to reducing carbon emissions
by 10-15 percent. By encouraging

more pedestrian access through bike
trails and walking paths linking to
the waterfront walkway, the Village
can meet its 2030 target of reducing
in-town vehicle travel by 20 percent.
Another policy option for the
Village is to pursue a biomass energy
plant to utilize the plentiful supply
of wood waste from the local forest
industry. Although such plants
usually provide energy savings that
are site-specific, they contribute
to the overall reduction in GHGs.
Another option is to divert water
from the hot springs for use in a
Village or district heating system.
Nakusp council is already leading
the way with a geothermal heating
system in its arena renovation.
The combined effect of these
policies according to the plan’s
estimates are a 13 percent reduction
by 2020 and a 22 percent reduction
by 2030 in GHGs from 2007
levels. These are reductions in total
emissions and occur even with an
increase of population.

by Art Joyce
At a recent open house, Nakusp
Community Forest shared its operating
plans for 2010 with the public and the
post-harvesting follow-up on the
Galena Bay cutblock. The board has
taken out three cutting permits at
Fosthall, Slewiskin and East Wensley
creeks.
“We’re not really planning to
do a whole lot of logging this year
for obvious reasons,” says Nakusp
Community Forest manager Jesper
Neilsen. “Potentially we could do
some harvesting in Slewiskin and East
Wensley but the economic conditions
would have to be right. Lumber prices
have come up quite a bit, but that’s
been countered by a high Canadian
dollar and slow housing starts in the
US.”
The community forest will be
pursuing funding from the BC Forest
Investment Account for work on an
interpretive or recreation trail in the
Nakusp area. The location would
likely be the Wensley Creek area
(upper Brouse), where there is an

existing cross country ski trail that
could be expanded or improved.
Under the fund, communities affected
by the lumber industry downturn
are allotted an equal amount for
projects. According to Neilsen, there
are prescriptive requirements for
how the funding is used, limited
mostly to incremental silviculture,
trail networks, and inventory updates.
Some of this work has already been
done by the community forest in
recent years. There will be about
$25,000 available to Nakusp. If the
project costs exceed that amount the
board will have to pursue additional
funding from other sources. As a side
project, Neilsen has been investigating
potential uses of waste wood besides
just burning it.
“With fuel management being a
major objective, we have to figure out
a way to manage that too now.”
From the start of the community
forest, waste wood projects has been
one of its subcommittees, but Neilsen
says the economics are tricky due to
Nakusp’s distance from processing

facilities. The board is open to ideas
for other innovations although this
often requires funding beyond what
the community forest currently has
available. The Job Opportunities
Program has some opportunities but
is limited to funding projects a year
at a time.
“There’s definitely money
out there for research in forestry
innovation,” says Neilsen, “but the
indications from the federal and
provincial governments is that there
are no new programs once the current
programs are spent, unless it’s a standalone project.”
When it comes to exploring valueadded wood products as a potential
community forest venture, Neilsen
says the industry “just doesn’t seem
to get past the barrier of attracting
enough skilled people and having the
ability to create the markets we need to
keep them employed.” Even 20 percent
of the wood supply going into valueadded could make the difference, he
believes, but “until the incentives are
shifted, I just don’t see it happening.”

submitted by Evelyn Goodell
The Nakusp Public Library enjoyed
its busiest year in 2009. There are
those who predict the demise of books
and libraries, but the Nakusp Public
Library’s 2009 annual report indicates
that the community needs and wants
library service more than ever. Last
year the library circulated a recordbreaking 37,486 items, including books,
magazines, movies, and audio books.
There were 2,148 patrons registered
at the library – the highest number yet.
Nakusp Public Library has achieved
higher circulation per capita than the
provincial average.
Also outstanding last year were
the 1,350 volunteer hours given to the
Library, and the 30 members of the
Friends of the Library. This group helped
to facilitate author readings and other
programs and services, such as home
delivery, decorating the library with
flowers and paintings, repairs, and more.
The library couldn’t function without
volunteer support and effort.
The library offered a recordbreaking number of programs in 2009.

For the Love of Poetry was the most
popular event, attracting 45 people who
enjoyed readings of a wide variety of
poets. Six authors visited and read from
their works to enthusiastic audiences.
Special book discussion sessions were
held to explore the Canada Reads and
the One Book One Kootenay books.
The Summer Reading Program had
72 children registered, and 16 students
received individual tutoring for an hour
each week during the summer. Reader’s
Theatre for children was offered twice a
week during the summer. Four classes
made regular visits to the library,
and the Kindergarten/Grade 1 class
from Lucerne visited. Monthly book
discussions were held. Mother Goose
met at the library in the spring. This year
the library plans to work with Columbia
Basin Alliance for Literary (CBAL)
to continue the Books Everywhere
program. Already there are eight bins of
books for patrons to borrow in various
Nakusp locations.
The library’s website was improved
in 2009, and now patrons can renew
and reserve books, explore the library’s

collection, and order interlibrary loan
books from their home computers. The
library has a new brochure that helps
patrons learn how to use the webpage
features and can also offer individual
help.
Computers have affected every area
of the library world. Gone are the days
of the card catalogue and book cards.
The Library has six computers for the
public to use free-of-charge, and these
are extremely popular with residents and
visitors who access internet and email.
When one looks at the statistics
through the years, the growth of the
library is impressive. Thirty years ago,
in 1979, 500 patrons were registered and
borrowed 11,000 books and magazines.
The library’s 2006 expansion and
renovation increased its space from
1,000 square feet to 3,000 square feet,
and every foot is needed. Patrons
and visitors continue to praise the
renovations and decor of the Library.
Our goal this year is to continue
to raise the profile of the library and to
encourage increased use. We welcome
suggestions from everyone.

Nakusp Community Forest has modest plans this year

Nakusp Public Library does record year in 2009
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Nakusp council discusses final draft of sustainability plan
by Art Joyce
Nakusp council met with Ramona
Mattix, chief planner for the RDCK,
by teleconference at its regular
meeting of March 23. The discussion
included a report by Mattix of the
results of a public survey done in
Nakusp last fall and the final draft
of the Village’s sustainability plan.
Mattix is asking council to consider
the wording of the document and any
changes they might want to make
before its final adoption.
For the sustainABLE Kootenay
plan, the RDCK’s consultant said
municipalities can “either accept our
numbers or come up with your own
for greenhouse gas emissions, and
every community in the Kootenays
were not afraid to come up with their
own.” The sustainABLE Nakusp
plan recommends a 13 percent
reduction target in GHGs by 2020
and 22 percent by 2030; this is seen
as very achievable for Nakusp. One
way emissions were calculated was
to take the total number of cars
insured in Nakusp and calculate the
amount of greenhouse gases (GHGs)
emitted. Some felt that might not be
an accurate reflection unless logging
trucks and heavy equipment were
factored in. Vehicles are by far the
biggest carbon emitter here and the
least energy efficient.
Council was asked to review
the policy and action components
of the sustainability plan for ways
of reducing GHGs in Nakusp. Any
targets not met will have to be paid
for in carbon taxes, although Interim
Treasurer Barry McLean says some of
this comes back in the form of rebates.
Mattix said that when the arena retrofit

is done, the geothermal heating
system and solar panels will definitely
improve the Village’s overall energy
audit. Mayor Hamling asked whether
the anti-idling bylaw can be made
a part of the sustainability plan.
Mattix said the RDCK consultants
can estimate how this will reduce the
carbon footprint. The mayor would
like to make up notices that can be
placed on car windows for idling cars
as warnings prior to introducing fines.
The RCMP can enforce tickets. Mattix
recommended the Village also pursue
a program to reduce oil heaters with
high efficiency woodstoves.
Mattix would like an answer
from council within two weeks and
wants to present regional district and
Village steps toward sustainability
at a public event. A suggestion was
made by Councillor Hughes to hold
the meeting at the Nakusp Farmer’s
Market.
Evelyn Goodell presented the
Nakusp Public Library annual report.
She noted that the Village may be able
to get additional carbon credits for
the library’s new windows, and the
library will gladly supply books on
sustainability at the Farmer’s Market
event. The library enjoyed its busiest
year yet in 2009 (see story this issue).
“Our goal this year is to increase the
visibility of the library and increase
the number of patrons.” The mayor
thanked Goodell for her fine work.
Corrinne Tessier presented
her recommendations to council
from the Nakusp Age Friendly
project. The community survey got
173 respondents and the Nakusp
Elementary grade six class got
involved by doing its own interviews

of seniors. “Not only was it a great
inter-generational project, it got a lot
more awareness into the community,”
said Tessier. She admitted however
that “there’s not a lot of government
funding to implement many of the
suggestions.” Many of those surveyed
were unaware of the services that
are available to seniors. Councillor
Hughes asked what could be done
to bridge the communication gap.
Respondents felt that having a neater,
more organized bulletin board at a
central location with Village news
and programs and a calendar of
community events would help, plus
improvements to the Village website.
Council acted immediately on one
of the recommendations, appointing
the members of the Age Friendly
committee: Councillor Mueller, Bea
Anton, Linda Gold, Ray Blanchette,
and Marilyn Boxwell. (See March 24
Valley Voice for full report.)
Councillor Mueller requested
an update at each meeting on the
new Emergency Services (EMS)
building. CAO Lafleur reported that
the construction permit has been
issued, workers are on-site setting
up forms; public works will start
excavation shortly. All the workers
hired are local. Mayor Hamling
has been in touch with the federal
government for an extension on the
grant deadline.
The Fire Chiefs Association
of BC requested a letter of support
to ban fireworks in the regional
district, noting 8,000 annual injuries
in North America and 20 deaths
from fireworks misuse. Nakusp Fire
Chief Terry Warren is in support
of the ban. Councillor Hughes was

by Dan Spring
Large energy corporations,
including AXOR, have applied
to install two independent power
projects (IPPs) on several watersheds
that empty into the Arrow Lakes. One
of these watersheds is Caribou Creek,
one of the most important contributors
to fish in the Arrow Lakes and the only
source of domestic water for Burton.
The Arrow Lakes Environmental
Stewardship Society (ALESS),
founded in 2008, is currently
collecting scientific information to
challenge IPP stakeholders’ claims
that further development will pose
only minimal environmental impact.
“The whole of Caribou Creek is a
spawning area for the bull lake trout
and the yellow fin trout,” said Brenda
Buerge, the ALESS’ secretary. “The
IPPs want to take 80-85 percent of
the water. When water goes back
into the creek from an IPP the
molecular structure and temperature
has changed. It is a concern whether
river life can survive in it.”
According to Buerge, because
the IPPs are under 50 kilowatts,
corporations don’t have to apply for
the same environmental assessment
process that has so far stalled
AXOR’s IPP proposal on Glacier
and Houser creeks.
According to the Summit
Environmental Consultants’ 1998
and 2001 Assessment Reports for
Slocan Forest Products, the Caribou
Creek watershed is already overused.
The reports show that the watershed

currently has more road kilometres
than square kilometres, and half of
the roads are on unstable terrain.
Markedly, the number of stream
crossings is almost double the size
of the watershed itself. The net result
is numerous landslides and heavy
siltation in a creek which, according
to water quality reports, exceeds the
Canadian Drinking Water Guidelines
for iron content by fourfold. Caribou
Creek water also requires disinfection
for drinking use due to fecal coliform.
ALESS envisions a bleak future
for the creek should IPPs move
forward. In a press release written by
ALESS public relations officer Hans
Dummerauf, we are asked to imagine
“Miles of concrete pipe carrying

water, the creek bed virtually void of
water for miles, creek temperatures
rising due to lack of shade, and the
use of herbicides to keep transmission
corridors free of vegetation.”
Complicating the issue is another
five proposals to dam creeks adjoining
the Caribou, including Snow and
Trout (a.k.a. Burton) creeks.
“It took twenty years,” wrote
Dummerauf, “to understand that
damming the Arrow Lakes …
impeded the flow of fish nutrient to
such an extent it ultimately led to
starving 80 percent of native and nonnative Arrow fish stock to death.”
For more information contact
ALESS President Alice Watson at
250-265-3328.

submitted
The Cultural Community of
Nakusp & Area Society (CCNAS) is
applying for a grant through the CBT
Community Initiatives and Affected
Areas funding program to further
upgrade the Nakusp arena auditorium.
This next phase of the project is
to convert the auditorium bar room/
cloak room/janitorial area into a
small serving kitchen, to be used
for big meetings where there is no
need for the large kitchen. In it will
be fridges, microwave and coffee
pot type of items. The janitorial
area will be separate from the small
kitchen and bar. The renovations will
also include stairs up to the sound
room, which is needed to house the

expensive equipment that the CCNAS
committee has spent the last two years
obtaining.
The CCNAS originally got
together to upgrade the main kitchen
in the auditorium, but had to wait
until the large Towns for Tomorrow
arena project was completed. The
upgrades done during the larger arena
project have created more room for
the renovations being planned for the
main kitchen. The next step for the
committee is to upgrade the kitchen to
commercial standards. The committee
hopes this will entice groups from out
of the area to hold large conventions
in the auditorium.
For further information, call
Marilyn Massey at 250-265-4087.

opposed but Mayor Hamling favours
the ban. “Two years ago we were
running around putting out fires set
off by fireworks and we’ve had people
injured by them in the community.
The fire chief’s biggest concern was
during fire season,” said the mayor.
Hughes objected that tourists would
still be able to bring in fireworks
even if not sold locally. CAO Lafleur
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said the Attorney General indicates
council can deal with this in a bylaw,
and write in whatever restrictions
council prefers. “I just don’t think it
justifies a ban for all the responsible
people who use them,” said Hughes.
“How many people die on ski hills
every year?” The motion to write a
letter failed. Council voted to refer it
to bylaw discussion.

May 6, 2010, 7:30 at the Nakusp arena
Tickets can be purchased at the Broadway Deli –
Nakusp, Ann’s Natural Foods – New Denver, and at the
door on the evening of performance for $39.00.

ALESS warns of IPP impacts on Burton creeks

CCNAS ready for arena auditorium upgrade, phase 2

Working Together to Build a Better Future

NOTICE TO
COMMUNITY CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATIONS
The NACF is preparing to distribute
its annual spring grants to qualified
non-profit and charitable organizations
for projects that will benefit the
communities of Nakusp and area.
To ensure eligibility and to receive a
grant application, a letter of interest
describing your project must be
submitted to the NACF by April 23rd to
Box 15, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0 or email
joanne.cowan@kscu.com
To find more about the NACF and to review
our granting eligibility criteria go to:

www.nakuspfoundation.com
or contact David Jackson 265-4818 or
Karen Hamling 265-3322.
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Kaslo council debates City Hall restoration project

by Jan McMurray
Council at its regular meeting of
March 23 received an email from David
Dobie, confirming agreements made
at the March 10 meeting regarding the
City Hall project. He confirms that the
design team (David Dobie and Thomas
Loh) will hold off on any further work
until they have written confirmation
of the extension for the CBT grant. As
soon as they receive the go-ahead, they
will meet with library representatives
to discuss their concerns, co-ordinate
with all sub-consultants including
a structural engineer, and complete
the building permit application. He
encourages the Village to continue
working on the sewer connection and
the eventual relocation of the fire hall
in the meantime.
Councillor Leathwood suggested
that council take a serious look at
the top floor of the City Hall in the
context of the restoration project and
the building permit. The plan is to
renovate the top floor to be a public
space, with a capacity of 100 people.
Because this changes the original use
of the top floor space, the building code
requirements get a bit complicated and
impose additional costs. In the interests
of speeding the project up, Leathwood
asks council to look at not changing the
use of the top floor at this time. “All
we really need to do is restore to its
original look. What we use it for can
be determined after the fact,” she says

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.
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in an email to council.
Councillor Cormie pointed out
that CBT funding was contingent on
creating a public space on the top floor.
She also spoke against doing the project
in a piecemeal fashion. Councillor
Frary agreed, noting that the building
permit will be good for three years, so
all requirements would be met within
that period. Council voted to contact
the CBT to ask if there would be
any impact on the funding if the use
of the top floor were to be changed.
Councillors Frary and Cormie opposed
the motion.
Council received a letter from
Dave Boland of the Kaslo Car Show
Committee, expressing his dismay at
council’s decision to limit the number
of May Days burnout competitors to six.
Boland’s letter indicates that this came
as a surprise, as council approved the
burnout event at the February 23 council
meeting following a presentation from
a car show committee member. At that
meeting, council’s only condition was
that the event and its potential negative
health impacts be appropriately
advertised.
Councillor Leathwood suggested
that council discuss changing the
location of the Saturday Market to
Vimy Park. She points out that there
are washrooms already there, and says
she has spoken to several downtown
business owners who do not feel the
bowling green location benefits them.
Council agreed to refer this to the
Development Services committee
meeting of April 1. Kaslo Hotel owner
John Eckland and Saturday Market
representatives have been invited.
Council will not consider re-visiting
the motion to get voter approval to
borrow $75,000 to lease a new backhoe.
Councillors Cormie and Frary were in
favour of re-visiting the decision. They
said they felt that replacing the water
reservoir liner was a bigger priority than
the backhoe, which has mostly minor
repair issues. Mayor Lay disagreed.
Mayor Lay and Councillors Hewat and
Leathwood voted against re-visiting the
decision to go to ‘alternative approval
process’ to borrow the money.
Resident Jill Braley’s request
that the agenda package for council
meetings be available to the public
prior to the meetings was referred to the
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Municipal Services committee. Braley
says in her letter to council that the
agenda package is currently available
in a blue binder at council meetings.
She points out that this does not give
the public an opportunity to contact their
elected representatives with their points
of view on the issues before council
makes decisions.
Braley will receive a response,
advising her that “it is the policy of the
Village of Kaslo that communications
addressed to elected council members
are not public until received in open
meeting to allow council members
unfettered decision-making.”
Councillor Cormie wanted clarification
on the word “unfettered” and made it
clear that she was very much in favour
of making the agenda package available
at the time the agenda is posted.

•An RDCK memo recommends
that Kaslo and all participants in the
Regional District’s building inspection
service operate under the same building
bylaw. Kaslo would repeal its existing
bylaw, and all permits would become
RDCK permits. The CAO would be
asked to co-sign the permit. The memo
states: “It only makes sense that the
inspectors operate under the authority
of one bylaw. The opportunity to make
mistakes if inspectors are to operate
under multiple bylaws is unnecessarily
high.” Council asked staff to obtain
clarification on this issue.
• A document prepared by John
Cathro entitled Kaslo Interface
Wildfire Focus Group: The Next Steps,
recommending that the focus group
be replaced by a FireSmart Canada
Board was referred to the Development

Services Committee. The document
states that the primary objective of the
FireSmart board would be to involve the
public in protecting their own properties
and buildings.
• Council received word that the
$10,000 grant application has been
approved for the Cultural Tourism
Strategy for Nelson, Kaslo and Areas
D, E and F. Kaslo is contributing $500
towards the project, which is expected
to be completed this summer.
• The Parcel Tax Roll Review
Panel will be held at 4:30 pm on May
5 in the Kemball Memorial Centre,
with the following members of council
appointed to the panel: Mayor Lay,
Councillors Frary and Hewat. Alternate
panel member: Councillor Cormie.
• The Wood First policy was
adopted.

by Art Joyce
Kaslo’s City Hall conservation
committee may soon be seeing some
changes. At a meeting the afternoon of
March 29, chair Donna Cormie noted
that the current board has completed its
term and needs to consider its next steps.
Mayor Lay was present and had
some concerns about uncertainty
over an extension to the City Hall
restoration project’s CBT Community
Development program funding of
$100,000 for phase one. Phase two
funding from CBT is dependent on
the outcome of a grant application
from Parks Canada’s Historic Places
program. Cormie said that CBT liaison
Linda Lafleur has provided verbal
confirmation that the extension would
be granted. Lafleur later confirmed with
the Valley Voice that the paperwork
for the extension will be signed. The
Village can then hire the engineer for the
structural assessment required to obtain
a building permit. Mayor Lay was also
concerned about how the Village will
raise the estimated $1.5 million needed
for the restoration.
“What we really need to do is get
our building permit in place so we
can spend the money we do have,”
said Cormie. “We have buy-in from
several levels of government. I’m quite
sure that money is going to come in.
I wish people would start thinking of
the restoration project as an economic
generator.”
Mayor Lay said the other issue
is the sewer system, and how the
fire sprinkler system would work.
Cormie said the current septic system
for City Hall “obviously won’t pass
inspection,” so an extension to the
Village sewer system would be the
most likely solution. The fire hall will
definitely be moving, and the cinder
block extension on City Hall will be
removed to meet heritage standards.
Committee secretary Carol Hughes
has produced a budget to show where
the money could come from for these

contingencies, added Cormie.
Nelly Edmeades, the Kaslo Library
representative to the committee, was
concerned about the planned location of
the elevator, which could cost the library
vital space. Others on the committee
wondered if the elevator could be
built in a separate structure connecting
to City Hall. Cormie replied that the
BC Heritage branch has stipulated
the elevator’s location be within the
building, not outside, although the plans
aren’t cast in stone.
Cormie asked Mayor Lay what
council’s position will be on whether
to continue the committee. The
mayor said the committee’s work and
experience is highly valued, but that
the decision-making process needs to be
streamlined. “I think we’ve reached the
point where it should be a community
committee that presents to council,
through development services,” Lay
responded. “I’d like to shorten the
lines of communication.” Currently, the
committee makes recommendations to

council, requiring two to three weeks
for council to consider. It then has to
be referred to the development services
committee, requiring yet more time.
Cormie objected, saying this isn’t
always the case. Mayor Lay suggested
the committee partner with Kootenay
Lake Historical Society, for the benefit
of their experience raising funds for the
SS Moyie. He felt this could also broaden
community involvement in the project.
The committee decided council’s
input is needed for the new committee’s
terms of reference, and will ask to be
placed on council’s next agenda. Mayor
Lay will consider recommendations
from council as to committee
appointments and make a decision
by April 26, the planned date for the
committee’s next meeting.
The current committee consists
of Donna Cormie, Carol Hughes, Aya
Higashi, Mary Linn, Ken Frie, Nelly
Edmeades, Andy Pritchard, and Bill
Yeow, with Mel Bryce providing video
recording of meetings.

Kaslo heritage committee considers next steps
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Trailblazers AGM sets goal of completing trail loop
submitted
At the Kaslo Trailblazers AGM
held on March 23, Treasurer Val
Koenig described his vision of making
the Kaslo River trail “an international
bridge.” Now the push is on to complete
the loop by funding the linking bridge
on Fifth Street. Last year the trail was
widened, with more steps and a guard
rail installed.
“Great success... wonderfully
accessible... what a benefit to Kaslo.”
These are phrases from a letter
of appreciation sent to the Kaslo
Trailblazers by the Tourism BC Visitors
Centre at the Moyie. Apparently many
visitors return specifically to thank the
staff for directing them to the river trail
and bridge.
With a strong fundraising effort
this year, the society is planning to
build in 2011. A local engineer has
suggested using laminated wood,
which would make the construction
cheaper and more attractive. Each tax
deductible $150 donation will receive
a plaque that identifies the donor’s
province, state, or country.
President Silvio Lettrari described
the achievements of 2009, in which
93 individuals contributed 733 hours
of volunteer labour – a great show of
community support. This year Marj
Dozois was honoured with a framed
bridge photograph for volunteering
for over 150 hours during the last five

years, often at the information booth at
May Days, the Farmers’ Market, and
Festival in the Forest. Val Koenig and
Douglas Yee were very active in the
weekly work parties. Vice President
Tom Duchastel was more active further
afield, organizing trail improvement
on Mt. Loki and MacBeth Icefields.
Students from JV Humphries School
assisted by filling gravel barrels to help
on some of the icy sections. Bill Wells
oversaw the planting of 50 new trees.
At the meeting Koenig described
the plans for 2010. The Trailblazers
plan to assist the Birchdale community
with a new bypass trail from Little Fry
Creek to the wharf. If the Village of
Kaslo can agree in time, the society can
use grant money to construct a linking
trail on Water Street from the bay to the
lakeside. The society is also facilitating
grant money to fund the rebuilding of
the Buchanan fire lookout tower. On
the Saturday and Sunday of May Days
Director Stu Hurd will lead guided
walks from the trail head at 10 am.
The Trailblazers will have a regular
booth at the Saturday Market offering
renewed memberships and – you
guessed it – sponsored bridge plaques.
To sponsor the bridge with
a plaque, and complete the loop
phone 250-353-2168. For more
information visit the webpage and
blog maintained by Tammy Hovick at
www.kaslotrailblazers.org.
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Get Outta Town
with
Peter
Roulston

Starting the
B&B season

There are a lot of things I
like that begin with the letter B,
including barbeques, babes and
beer, but more significantly this
is the season for the bicycles and
boats. After 28 years as a cyclist
and 18 years in the bike business,
I’m shifting evermore to spending
time on the water with the paddle
or the power and downsizing my
involvement in so much cycling.
Usually at this time of year I devote
a column to bicycle tips and riding
considerations but plenty of people
are looking at the lake these days
with plans to play and it’s good to
be prepared for what can hit you
out there.
The thing with this column
writing stuff is that I do it for free
and limit myself to an hour total
time spent in typing it up. Yes,
typing it on a thrift store typewriter
and then penning any corrections

before I dump it off at the Valley
Voice for them to deal with it. I do
it after morning coffee when there
may be some chance of creative
inspiration…
So the lake looks nice now and
I’ve been out each week all winter
in my kayak or older powerboat that
waits in the New Denver marina.
Although wintertime doesn’t seem
to have those explosive summer
storms and squalls that catch us
off guard, there can be steady
cold winds for hours at a time that
build up large well-spaced waves.
In summer the best strategy for
when things blow up fast is to head
for a sheltered cove or beach and
wait things out with a good book
or, with a bigger boat, just face
into the wind, secure everything
and likely conditions will resolve
within the hour.
You may be out on a mild day
in April or May and able to wear
light clothing but keep in mind
that the water temperature remains
painfully cold until at least early
summer. Try wading for a few
minutes or trailing your feet in
the water and you’ll soon see that
falling in even close to the shore
could be paralyzing and possibly

fatal. Keep the load of gear centred
and balanced and if in a canoe you
can be far more stable by kneeling
or sitting on the floor.
When cell phone service has
arrived this year there will be far
fewer times when people who are
delayed or staying out longer than
planned have to be searched for.
We’re lucky to have the rescue
boat in New Denver now but it
could be called less often if phone
contact could be had and the safety
of lake users verified. Numerous
times each year there are agonizing
waits as planned meetings don’t
happen or folks come back later
than stated.
Several years ago I bought
one of those gas-charged hand
held air horns to use for scaring
bears or maybe signaling for help
and I take it when I’m kayaking
in areas of boat traffic in case
approaching craft don’t see me.
These small horns are under $20,
and super loud. Life jackets and
spare paddles are all things to carry
along as well.
Slocan Lake will rise over
two metres in coming months and
it seems every year someone’s
neglected small boat floats off the

Ethical Ocean offers worldwide ethical shopping online

by Art Joyce
clothing and accessories, toys, clippings and 35 percent from
Although we often hear the electronics, food and beverage, recycled poly from plastic bottles.
The seven partners in Ethical
adage, “vote with your dollars,” health and wellness, and more.
when it comes to being green, for Visitors to the site can ‘filter’ their Ocean believe that “trade and
many consumers that’s not as easy product search by their preferred ethics need not be separate;
as it sounds. Some products aren’t choice of ethics: eco-friendly, rather, the future of commerce
truly green, others are but can be fairly-traded, organic, animal- will require the integration of
difficult to find, and shopping friendly, people-friendly and ethics. It will be consumers who
demand these type of products
choices often seem limited. social change.
Now thanks to a venture called
The companies that market on and services, and the businesses
Ethical Ocean, an online ethical the website each have their own who combine economic and
marketing website, shoppers can ethical mission, as reflected in ethical motivations will flourish.”
solve this dilemma.
the manufacture of their products. But first they had to solve the
Thanks to a daring group of Ecogear, for example, seeks to problems of how to provide
young entrepreneurs with a vision use “only what we need today consumers access to as many
for a more sustainable world, so that our future generations ethical products as possible in one
www.ethicalocean.com offers a will have plenty leftover to meet place. Their website proves it can
huge range of products. The list their needs.” This translates into be done and done well.
includes baby and maternity, a line of yoga wear that utilizes
For more information visit
cosmetics, books and movies, 65 percent cotton from factory www.ethicalocean/about-us.
PAID ADVERTISEMENT BY IT’S ONLY BUSINESS, INC.

Foolish Eateries of
the West Kootenays
with
Andre
Thiebault

The Appletree
Experience –
Don’t miss it!

With all due respect to my
fellow columnist Peter Roulston,
next time you New Denverites want
to “Get Outta Town,” don’t!
Forego the biking, aching,
hiking, sweating, kayaking and
pretending to enjoy that expensive
pre-packaged backpack fodder
that poses as food. Instead, do
like I did, and spend a day sipping
cappucinno, eating well for free
and looking good at the Appletree
Sandwich Shop on Main Street.
Oh, I forgot. You’re not a Food

Critic. I am. You’ll have to pay – but
it’s not much, and the Appletree
Experience is something money
can’t buy.
From the instant I walked
through the door and tripped over
somebody’s child who was crawling
around on the finely finished fir
and linoleum floor, I knew this
former 1940s barbershop had
character. Passing by the Norton
motorcycle that’s displayed for sale
(overpriced) in the Great Room,
I entered the cozy Coffee Room
and placed a counter order with
carefully-groomed host and owner
Rob Ochsendorf.
I decided to start with a halfcaf hazelnut mocha (skinny –
with whipped cream) espresso
and Turkey Gobbler sandwich,
accompanied by a Large House
Salad and a cup of Rob’s signature
tomato dill soup. Mmmm! Boy!
It was all edible! The Gobbler
weighed a pound if it weighed an
ounce! I was glad I hadn’t eaten for
three days in preparation for this
review! You should have seen the
friendly way I was treated by Paula

and Howard and Tanya who work
there as indentured servants! You,
too, would be excited!
Next I had a Rio Grande: lots of
Montreal corned beef, salsa, onions
and cheeses on real bagels! It was
delicious! Then I called for a Monte
Cristo. I like them organic and eggy.
That’s exactly how Rob makes
them! I also remember sampling
a couple of the shop’s fresh-daily
desserts before having a dark roast
Cherry Hill coffee and a brace of
Rob’s famous Appletree buttered
blueberry muffins. Man, was I full
when Rob asked me to leave!
The Appletree is now open
every day but Sunday, from very
early in the morning until about
Happy Hour. On Saturdays you
can’t get in until 11, although in
the summer a lineup of addicted
patrons often forms on the garden
patio at 10. Takeout is possible.
Reservations are not.
Guest Food Critic André
Thiebault is a graduate of the
Institute Culiniere Bouffon de
Gaspe, and has slept with the
Cirque du Soleil
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beach into the lake, maybe upside
down and looking very much like
an accident scene. You can prevent
this silliness and also save the boat
from storm damage by making sure
that any beached craft are well
above the rising waters. Each year
there’s also the hazard of driftwood
and logs floated free by runoff.
All power boat operaters must
now have their pleasure craft
operator card which is not too
difficult to test and can be gotten
in a number of ways. In the same
way that cars and bicycles mingle
on our roads, paddle and powered
boats can share our big, beautiful
lakes. We’re fortunate to have
this climate and deep water that
prevents our lakes from freezing,
and we can enjoy them at all times
of the year.

Not getting
enough bang for
your direct
advertising buck?
Use the Valley Voice!
Because the Valley Voice is a
Community Newspaper, and
not treated as junk mail, your
advertising goes into every
mailbox - whether you buy an
ad, or insert your flyer into the
paper.
The Valley Voice delivers - to
over 7,000 households. Put
our circulation to work for your
business, event, or campaign.

Peter Roulston owns the
BICYCLE HOSPITAL in New
Denver, but seems to be straying a
little. 358-2133

Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681
• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

250-358-7218
valleyvoice@netidea.com

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard
in the Kootenays
We deliver!

MARINA MEMBERSHIPS DUE SOON

The weather’s great, the fish are waiting and soon the
lake starts rising!
All members of the SLOCAN LAKE BOATING
ASSOCIATION must pay dues before April 30, when rates
go up. Phone 250-358-2133 for details.
Annual General Meeting
TUESDAY, APRIL 13

ARTS & CULTURE WEEK IN BC
celebrated April 18-24

Arrow Lakes Arts Council is proud to
announce
• launch of 2010 ArtWalk featuring area artists
with descriptive brochure available at
Nakusp Visitor Centre
• demonstration of
handspinning by
textile artist Carol
Thorp, 2-4pm
M-W-F afternoons
• plus display of handpainted Ukrainian Eggs,
Nakusp Public Library
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Announcements

KOOTENAY DANCEBEAT, live music
featuring Lazy Poker Blues Band, 7:30,
April 10, Junction Church in South Slocan.
Info at www.dancingbeat.org.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE to donate
to the purchase of a sculpture by Toru
Fujibayashi for public display, please
mail your contribution to Hidden Garden
Gallery, Box 201, New Denver V0G 1S0.
THANK YOU!
WILLOW HOME GALLERY Spring
has sprung cotton quilts, linen bedding,
tableware in fresh spring colours. Easter
décor and gifts. 26 new Woodstock chimes
and more. Kaslo 250-353-2257.
BARGAINS GALORE! Come to The
Slocan Valley Threads Guild Ninth Annual
Yard & Yardage Sale, Sunday, April 18,
from 10 am to 2 pm, at 7712 Slocan River
Road. Outside in the Yard: perennial plants
are for sale. Inside, yard goods and craft
supplies for sale at great prices! Take in the
show of Threads Guild members work on
the walls; enjoy a snack in our Tea Room.
New this year, a boutique featuring rare and
handmade textiles for sale. Look for signs
on Hwy 6, 7 km. north of Winlaw, it’s the
heritage schoolhouse next to the Rail Trail.
That’s Sunday, April 18, from 10 am-2 pm.
Everyone Welcome!

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details
Email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

RETIREMENT OF LT. BRIAN J.
LAHNER. After more than 21 years
of loyal and dedicated service to the
Communication and Electronics and
Electrical and Mechanical Engineering
branches, Lieutenant Brian J. Lahner will
be retiring from the Canadian Forces on
May 4, 2010. Lt. Lahner’s last working
day will be on April 20. He will be
remaining in Winnipeg with his wife
Tracy and has accepted a permanent civilian
position within the RCMP as a Wireless
Communication Network Technician.
A luncheon will be held at the Gasthaus
Guttenberger, 2583 Portage Ave., Winnipeg
on April 30, about 11:30 am. Presentations
will follow in the afternoon.

Automotive

OLDER MODEL HYUNDAI 210 LC3.
Can be a runner or a parts machine. Call
250-542-9083.

Business Opportunities

DO YOU HAVE A GREAT BUSINESS
IDEA? Community Futures welcomes
our two new business counsellors to the

Arrow and Slocan Lakes area. CF provides
program info, business counselling and
training. Wednesday appts. available in
Nakusp and New Denver by calling 2653674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.
bc.ca.
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
is offering the following free workshops:
Coming up with a business idea, April 14
at the Nakusp Outreach office; the Self
Employment Program Orientation, April
21 at the New Denver Outreach office and
April 28 at the Nakusp Outreach office;
and a Business Plan workshop May 12 at
the Nakusp Outreach office. To register
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

Coming events

LAKE LORE GALLERY Regular
events: Sat. yoga 9:30-11am, choir 3-4:30;
Tues. music lessons available in piano,
guitar, bass guitar, harmonica and theory.
Call ahead to book time 250-355-2955.
Wed - ceramic classes (hand building)
11 am-2 pm, drawing from the model
1-3 pm, meditation 7-8 pm; Thurs. Open
Stage 7-10:30 pm. Every second Fri. Free
Spirit Dance 7 pm. Also accepting artist
submissions for next show.
THE CUP AND SAUCER CAFE
Saturday, April 10, ASIAN FEAST Papadam Appetizer, subtle and redolent
Green Coconut Curry (Chicken, Shrimp
or Vegetarian) on fragrant rice, savory
Chickpeas, refreshing Cucumber Salad and
a Cardamon Custard to finish. $20 (cash/
check only) Call Cup (2267) or Madeleine
(2475) for reservations.
HAND & SOUL HEALING CENTRE is
hosting another HEALING & WELLNESS

			
DAY on Saturday, April 24, 10 am-4 pm. Minitalks and sessions in chiropractic, massage,
cranial-sacral, yoga, Guided Imagery and
Music, MARI readings, astrology charts,
Reiki, Tarot readings, Family Constellations
and more… Drop-In and by donation.
DON’T MISS the Coming out of the
Closet Coffee House and Variety Show at
the Silverton Gallery on Saturday, April 17,
7:30 pm. Come and enjoy local talent of all
ages. If you have a new gig (song, dance,
comedy, etc) you would like to perform
please call Sue at 358-2167.
WINLAW HALL’S ANNUAL SPRING
SUPPER – April 18. Once again it’s time
for the hall’s fundraising supper, so bring
your family and friends. The menu will
be turkey and ham and all the trimmings.
Strawberry shortcake girl will have dessert
for everyone. 4:30 and 6:00 pm seatings.
Adults $15; Children $1 per year of age.
For info, call Carey at 226-7702.
JONATHAN WHITE Client Support
Group Society AGM, April 29, 6 pm at 220
Slocan Ave., New Denver.
SLOCAN PARK IMPROVEMENT
DISTRICT AGM will be held Wednesday,
April 21, 7 pm at Slocan Park Community
Hall.
ARROW LAKES HISTORICAL
SOCIETY AGM, April 15 at Senior’s
Hall, Nakusp. 2-5 pm. New members and
visitors welcome.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY AGM,
April 28, 7 pm, Kaslo Senior’s Hall. All
members please attend. New members
welcome.
SLOCAN RIVER STREAMKEEPERS
AGM Wed., April 14, 7 pm, Passmore Hall.
Everyone welcome. Refreshments. More
info: 250-226-7467.
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BEGINNER BALLROOM and West
Coast Swing Classes start Thursday April
15. Seven x 1.5 sessions plus practice. $100
per person. www.dancingbeat.org.
TEXAS HOLD ’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday, April 17 at the Slocan Legion
Hall 502 Harold St. Slocan, starting at 6:30
pm. $30 buy-in. Advance tickets must be
purchased at Mountain Valley Station in
Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve.
Tickets will not be available at the door.
All welcome.
TRASH ART CHALLENGE Coming
April 23 and 24 at the Passmore Hall.
Enter to win or come and check out the
show. Workshop on Sat. April 17 with KSA
instructor Courtney Andersen. Presented by
the Slocan Valley Arts Council. For more
info visit www.slocanvalleyarts.ca

For rent

FOR RENT: Three bedroom home in
Rosebery, close to lake. Available May 1.
$600/month plus utilities. 358-2119. No
calls after 8 pm.

For sale

FOR SALE: 1994 Thule 250 carrier $50,
4 1994 racks for carrier $50, multiple
2-person Quest tents $30 each, 2001
Brother MFC 9600 Laser All-In-One $30,
2003 Samton 13” monitor $10, all OBO.
250-358-2153.

YARD SALE

YARD SALE Sat. April 10, 10 am – 1 pm,
1102 Highway 23, Trailer #3 (behind H/F
Recycling), Nakusp. Everything must go
including 1974 12x70 Mobile Home w/
addition (must be moved).

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

JEMS Propane Ltd.
Installation and maintenance

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •
• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505
Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

KF PowerVac

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

KOOTENAY RAISED CONTRACTING
Kaslo, BC

New Construction, Timber Framing, Renovations,
Design, Outbuildings, Decks, Cabins, Eco-Friendly

Journeyman Carpenter • Call Today
250-353-2614

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

• general contractor
• new homes & renovations
• design/build
HPO licensed/Home Warranty
Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert.
carpenters/ foundation to finish/
custom trim/heritage work.
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  
0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Hardwood Floors Only
Canadian Flooring at Wholesale
Pref. 3 1/4 x 3/4 Antique. R Oak,
Maple - $4.39/sf pallet
ENG • URBAN • CARLTON - 8 PLY

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922
Quality
design and
local
construction
Customized cabinet solutions
for the entire home: kitchen,
bath and storage!
Free estimates and design
consultation
Box 417 - New Denver

250-358-2344
Window
Washing
Gutter
Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing
• House Prepping • Painting
Call now for your free consultation!

265-0241

Tradesman Electric

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
10:00 - 5:00 Daily,
April through June
Perry Siding
7231 Avis Rd.

• 355-2459

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Super stable - cork - click or glue down
From $3.99/sf – and much, much more...

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

JUAN’S FLOORING

1503 Hwy 3A Thrums • Mon - Sat 8:30-5 pm

250-399-6378

J.C. Roofing Company

Meat Cutting

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Legendary Meats

16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making,
Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Winter Hours:
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri.
9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

CONSTRUCTION

FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals

H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 •
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre
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Gardening

the application will not be considered.
The deadline for the application to be
received is Friday, April 16th, 2010. Any
applications received after that date will
not be accepted.

Health

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PROFESSIONAL WATER WITCHER.
If you need to find domestic wells, irrigation
wells, subdivision wells, call Vito Nevoral
at 265-4914.

STOP!! Don’t cut down that wormy
cherry tree! Eliminate worm, wasp, and
bird damage with Kootenay Covers. Reusable. 353-2264. www.kootenaycovers.
com.
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Wear layers
for the next month - come to class Monday & Saturday mornings 9-10:30
am - Flow; Thursday afternoon 3:30-5:00
pm - Restorative Flow.

Help Wanted

COOK and WAIT STAFF WANTED
– WILD ROSE RESTAURANT. Cook
must have FoodSafe and experience
(preferably short order/line cook). This
high-paced job requires teamwork, focus,
and professionalism in attire and food
service health standards. Please send
resumé attention Lilliana Wright, RR1,
S1, C14, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0 or
email wildrose7744@gmail.com. Job runs
May-Oct.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; Tarry’s 226-7705.
NOTICE! NOTICE! SLOCAN LAKE
RECREATION COMMISSION #6 will
be holding its Spring Grant-in-Aid Session
on Wednesday, April 21st, 2010. Any nonprofit organization wanting to apply for
a grant-in-aid should submit the proper
application to Box 293, New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0. Application forms are available
from the Villages of New Denver, Silverton
and Lucerne School. Please note that
the appropriate form must be used or

Services

Wanted

CRAFT VENDORS WANTED for the
118th Kaslo May Days. May 22, 23 and 24.
Applications can be downloaded at www.
kaslochamber.com. For information email
kaslomaydays@netidea.com or phone
250-353-7311.
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD
gratefully accepting donations of fabrics,
yarns, craft supplies, sewing supplies/
notions for annual fundraising Yard ’n
Yardage Sale. We will pick-up call: Brenda
250-355-2459 Jasmin 250-352-7152,
Lynnda 250-355-2267, or Sharon 250226-7703.
GARDENERS & ARTISTS WANTED
for the Slocan Valley Art and Garden Tour,
June 20, Slocan to Crescent Valley. No
fees. Deadline April 24. Call Pam Sims at
250-355-2988.
MUSICIANS TO HIRE: Duos, trios,
acoustic and electric. High energy. Crowd
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pleasing musicians to play at Kaslo May
Days, May 22-24. Call 250-353-7311 or
e-mail kaslomaydays@netidea.com
ALUMINUM FISHING BOAT, 14-foot,
with trailer. Must float. Also wanted: 10-15
hp outboard, running. Reasonable. Call
250-358-7171.
GARAGE WANTED TO RENT in New
Denver area for storage purposes. Call Bean
at 250-358-2845.

Slocan Valley Recreation

SPRING SPORTS FOR KIDS - Soccer,
Micro-soccer, T-Ball. Still time to sign up
7TH ANNUAL BIKE SWAP - Sunday,
April 17th. 10:00 to noon at the Slocan
Park Hall.
CORE HUNTER TRAINING - April
17th&18th, Winlaw School.
CREATE A HANGING BASKET Sun. April 25th. with Fred Dutoff.
BELLYDANCE - With Shauna
Robertson. New series begins Monday,
April 12th
BELLYFIT - With Heather Holdener.
Tuesdays 5:45 to 6:45 at Winlaw School
AWAKENING THE SPINE - A
workshop with Elize Goodereham. Sat.
April 10th
MAD ABOUT MORELS - With Tyson
Elhers. Sunday, May 2nd

250-226-0008

EARTHWORM
YARD CARE

Serving Nakusp & Area
- Lawn Mowing & Trimming
- Yard Maintenance/cleanup
Contact Barry @ (250) 265-9086

PAUL WILLIAM SAPRIKIN,
September 11, 1958 - March 17,
2010. Paul William Saprikin was
born on September 11, 1958 and
passed away suddenly on March
17, 2010 while on a hike with the
dog up one of our local mountains.
Paul was a member of the Carpenter
Union local 2300. He was an avid
outdoorsman and was happiest when
out 4X4ing, hiking, mushroom/
berry picking, gathering firewood or
fishing. Paul constantly found new
places to explore. He also liked to
renovate and work with different
types of wood. His camera was
always with him.
He is survived by his friend Betty
Kooznetsoff, her children Letisha,
Alex (JJ), and Jeremy. His siblings
John (Betty), Marilyn (Doug), and
Andy (Cathy), 1 niece, 5 nephews,
3 great nieces, 2 great nephews and

many relatives. Paul was predeceased
by his parents, Nellie and William
Saprikin and his grandparents. He
had a very special relationship with
his ‘Grandfather’ Kabatoff, and niece
Leanna and family.
No funeral at the request of Paul.
There will be a celebration of his
life at a future date. We would like
to express our sincere thanks to our
families and friends during this time
of loss. A huge thank you to Patrick,
RCMP Constables Van Horne and
Gardener, the paramedics, SPCA,
Nina, Thompson Funeral Home and
Bill at Personal Alternatives who
have given us so much support. Also
special thanks to Keisha for being
such a loyal canine and sharing so
many of his outings with him.
Paul always said, “If I die up a
mountain be happy for me, ’cause I’ll
be gone and don’t care.”
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RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

WINTER HOURS
8 am - 9 PM

Seven Days a Week!

265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

COLES RENTALS

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Nakusp

The
Cup and
Saucer
Café
Silverton, BC

Monday - Friday 8:30-3:00
Saturday 10:00-3:00
Soups, Stews, Sandwiches,
Cookies and coffee

358-2267

265-4701

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

Winlaw Brew-Op

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS,
CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS,
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING,
FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM
ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, WATER
PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED TARPS,
PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, LAWN
COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR,
CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER,
WOODSPLITTER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707
Selkirk Realty

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

RECREATION

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Free Consultation

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

358-7292

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Kootenay Restorative
Justice
working toward
restoring balance
and healthy communication in
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

The Clothes Hanger
441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Valley Voice ads make an impression!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com
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BC Hydro rate increases coming – 29 percent in three years

submitted
The provincial government’s
three-year fiscal plan, laid out in the
recent budget, calls for BC Hydro

to increase electricity rates by 9.11
percent this year, 12.92 percent in
2011, and 4.81 percent in 2012,
which, compounded, amounts to a

29 percent hike.
“The day after a provincial
budget that offered nothing for
the BC economy beyond a new,

submitted
Finance Minister Colin Hansen
announced last December that the
Province is embarking on a review
of British Columbia’s Society Act,
with the intention of “modernizing”
its laws and regulations.
“As part of the review, we’re
inviting input from the more than
26,000 societies registered in BC.”
said Hansen. “I encourage them
and anyone else with interest in the

legislation to take part. Their feedback
will help determine what changes
need to be made.”
The review will address two
issues. The first concerns the
nature of the corporate model most
appropriate for societies and whether a
sophisticated business law framework
should be adopted. The second issue
concerns the extent to which the act
should contain regulatory provisions
or other rules that constrain the

operation of societies. The deadline
for feedback on the first phase of the
review is April 1.
Societies wishing to provide
input can send it by e-mail to fcsp@
gov.bc.ca or by mail to Financial
and Corporate Sector Policy Branch,
Ministry of Finance, PO Box 9418 Stn.
Prov. Gov’t., Victoria, B.C. V8W 9V1
For more information, please visit
http://www.fin.gov.bc.ca/society_act_
review.htm.

submitted
T h e C a n a d i a n Wi l d l i f e
Federation is looking for nominations
for their prestigious Conservation
Achievement Awards. Nominations
will be accepted until 11:59 pm ET
on April 15.
The Conservation Achievement
Awards are comprised of six
categories which honour an
individual or groups’ commitment
to wildlife or habitat in Canada. The
CWF looks forward to a variety of

nominations whether they are for
volunteers, professionals, youth or
conservationists. Groups may also
be nominated.
On Thursday, March 25, The
Canadian Wildlife Federation’s
Ottawa office announced the launch
of a million dollar program to
conserve and raise more support for
at-risk wildlife across Canada.
The program’s approach includes
research into the causes of decline
and best methods for recovery,

education to engage the public in
conservation, support for efforts
to conserve habitat, and work to
help improve government policies.
Highlighted species include iconic
Canadian animals like the killer
whale, polar bear and caribou, but
overall 585 species are listed at
various levels of risk.
For more information visit
www.canadianwildlifefederation.
ca, e-mail stephanieb@cwf-fcf.org,
or call (613) 599-9594

Province launches review of Society Act

CWF Conservation Awards call for nominations

damaging consumer tax in the HST,
BC Hydro is applying to charge
you an extra nine percent this year
on your hydro bill, with more to
come over the next two years,” said
New Democrat energy critic John
Horgan.
The government claims the
increase is to pay for infrastructure
upgrades, but Horgan says the
BC Liberals are sneaking in what
amounts to a tax increase, demanding
that BC Hydro pay the government
an extra $254 million this year. BC
Hydro has no choice but to pass on
that increased cost to ratepayers.
Horgan adds that this comes on top

of rate increases of seven percent
each year since 2008. He says the BC
Liberals’ Clean Energy Act amounts
to a “buy-high, sell-low export
policy” that adds yet more costs.
In addition to hydro rate hikes,
the HST will cost consumers an
extra $1.9 billion each year and
MSP premiums are going up again
on the heels of an increase last
month. Horgan noted that even
though the rate increases have
not yet been approved by the BC
Utilities Commission, the revenue
assumptions in the BC Liberals’
budget include the 29 percent rate
hike.

submitted
Minister of Forests and Range
Pat Bell unveiled BC’s new Zero Net
Deforestation Act on March 22, The
act encourages an equal area of trees be
planted for carbon storage to offset any
forest that is permanently cleared for
another use, according to the minister.
Specifically, the act addresses forests
cleared for housing and highway
development. According to the act,
timber harvesting in BC is sustainably
managed, and not considered to be
deforestation.
“British Columbia is committed

to achieving zero net deforestation by
2015 to help reduce greenhouse gas
emissions,” said Bell. “Forests absorb
and store carbon, which make them
important allies in the fight against
climate change.”
The ministry is required by the
act to report on progress towards net
zero deforestation. Over the coming
months, the Province will engage with
stakeholders, communities and First
Nations for their ideas on the best ways
to implement zero net deforestation.
For more information visit www.for.
gov.bc.ca/hfp/znd

Legislation for Net Zero Deforestation

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

and

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406
NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
265-3252

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

• Deep Tissue Massage
• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

Sliding Scale - Mobile Service

Daniel Thorpe 250-358-6808

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll

Honouring natural childbirth through
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and
by embracing family and community.

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

250-353-2213

maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

RECYCLING CLEANING

HEALTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS
FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

DAY SPA
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

PILATES
Spring into fitness at

Body in Mind Pilates
Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Our total body workout benefits
golfers & gardeners alike!

For more info call Anne
@ 250-265-4290

Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw
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Forests and Range Act amended to encourage biofuels

submitted
Recent amendments to forestry
legislation encourage better use of lowquality timber for bioenergy purposes
and improve wildfire protection.
Changes to the scaling provisions of
the Forest Act encourage utilization of

low-grade timber and wood waste for
bioenergy purposes.
Previously only timber could
be scaled, but under the changes,
bioenergy products such as wood chips
also can be scaled by either volume or
weight. The amendment also allows for

scaling to take place at harvesting or
production sites in addition to scaling
stations. Providing flexibility in scaling
requirements allows harvested fibre to
travel more directly from the harvest
site to the marketplace.
Other amendments to the Forest
Act allow an extension of the timelines
for innovative forestry practices

Kaslo Jazz Fest

Councillor Jean Patterson signs the Water Charter on behalf of the Village
of Slocan, pledging to reduce community water use by 20 percent by 2015.
Slocan, Kaslo and Nakusp signed onto the Columbia Basin Trust’s (CBT)
Water Smart Charter, joining 16 other local governments in the initiative.

submitted
The 19th annual Kaslo Jazz Etc.
Music Festival runs from July 31 to
August 1 this year at their traditional
venue in Kaslo Bay Park. The weekend
will kick off with Ruthie Foster on
Friday night at the floating stage. Other
bands featured that weekend will include
The South Thunderbird Band, The
Bad Plus, Melody Diachun, Terminal
Station, the Camilo Nu Band, Spyro
Gyra, Tambura Rasa, MonkeyJunk, and
Arsen Shomakhov. Local performers
Cheryl Hodge and Jude Davidson’s
Circo de Teatro will also take the stage.
Friday night ticket prices are $20.
Saturday and Sunday ticket prices are
$56 for early bird, $68 for regular and
$75 at the gate.
For more information visit www.
kaslojazzfest.com or call 250-353-7548.

Glacier and Howser Creeks listed as endangered

submitted
On Wednesday, March 23 the
Outdoor Recreation Council of
BC named Glacier and Howser
creeks the seventh most endangered
in British Columbia because of
their importance to species such as
bull trout, wolverine and grizzly
bear. It is the third time the creeks
have received the endangered
designation. Threatening the rivers is
a 100 megawatt private hydroelectric
development proposed by AXOR, a
large Montreal based company, under
subsidiary to Purcell Green Power.
Although many in the Slocan
Valley believe that the project was
dead after a massive protest at an

environmental assessment meeting
in Kaslo last year, it continues to
sit on the back burner. Surprisingly,
there is no legislation in place to
provide the Provincial Environmental
Assessment Office (EAO) with the
ability to reject a project regardless
of its environmental impact.
Instead, they are requiring AXOR
to gather additional information
before completing the process and
expect the corporation to submit the
additional information within the
next couple of months.
“It’s time for AXOR to pack up
its environmentally irresponsible
plans for Glacier and Howser creeks
and move them out,” said Lee-

Ann Unger of the West Kootenay
EcoSociety. “More time is not going
to make this project environmentally
sound.”
The BC government received
more than a thousand public
submissions on the project, with more
than 90 percent of these expressing
opposition to it. A joint submission
made to the EAO by the Ktunaxa
Nation Council, Okanagan Nation
Alliance and Fisheries and Oceans
Canada (DFO) deemed the project’s
potential impacts to fish and fish
habitat unacceptable.
For more information contact
Lee-Ann Unger, West Kootenay
EcoSociety, 604-607-5421.

submitted
Communities in Bloom are
looking for perennials to make
Kaslo more beautiful for judges who
come in July to compare the town
to others of similar size. Half of the
contributed plants will be planted in
public areas of Kaslo, and the other
half will be sold at a fundraiser to
pay for soil, fertilizer and pots on
Mother’s Day, which is Sunday,

May 9. They are asking for donations
before May 5.
Kaslo’s Communities in Bloom
committee advises that spring is the
ideal time to split your perennials. It’s
good for them and gives your plants
a new lease on life. There will be no
cost to you – just split off two pieces
of your favourite perennial, and put
them in a container (cardboard box
or milk container works great). Let

us know when your plant blooms and
what it looks like, ie Blooms in June,
Purple flower, 10 inches high. If you
know the name of your plant or have
a photo of it in bloom, even better.
Donated plants can also include
herbs and ornamental grasses.
To drop off plants call Louise
De Pape at 250-353-7553, Bonnie
Schwark at 250-353-2016 or Erika
Bird at 250-353-7492.

submitted
A series of 12 mini-courses,
begin this week and go forward
into late September, covering such
topics as ‘Preparing the Garden
(and the Mind),’ ‘planting and
harvesting early and warm weather
crops,’ ‘Working with Life Forces,’
and ‘Conscious Composting.’ The
courses run every second week
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Saturdays, with the first three courses
happening April 6, 7 and 10, between
10 am -12:30. Students are asked to
congregate at The People’s Garden,
a vacant lot on Front Street, Kaslo
between the liquor store and the
bakery.
Barbara Scott, MSc, UBCtrained biologist, lifelong gardener

and compostmeister, arranged with
Selkirk College Coordinator Dawn
Lang and the lot’s owner Doug
Pickard to transform the property into
a place of beauty and lively interest
by making it an outdoor classroom.
Scott and her husband Woody

say that the garden is not intended
to cover the same bases as the
Kaslo Community Garden, which is
focused more on food security.
For more information, or to
register for courses, call 250-3539636.

submitted
Delhi 2 Dublin will be
performing at the Langham in Kaslo
on April 16. Advance tickets are
available for $20 at Willow Home
Gallery and Sunnyside Naturals.
Tickets will cost $22 at the door.
Doors open at 7:30 pm and the show
starts at 8 pm.
Delhi 2 Dublin specializes in
natural world fusion inspired by

the band’s multi-ethnic roots. The
band’s five talented musicians blend
electronica, Bhangra, Celtic and
Dub flavours by fusing tabla, fiddle,
dhol, Punjabi vocals, and electric
sitar with scorching electronic beats.
The show is sure to take listeners on
a wild ride through global sounds
and synchronicities.
For more information contact
vanfam@telus.net

Kaslo Communities in Bloom makes perennial appeal

The People’s Garden launches workshops in Kaslo

Delhi 2 Dublin to perform at The Langham

agreements, allowing government
and licensees to further explore the
potential for increasing timber supply.
The amendment will also clarify
rules for redetermining stumpage
rates, ensuring these rules operate as
intended; and clarify the mechanism
to be used for partitioning allowable
annual cuts.
Amendments to the Wildfire Act
will improve wildfire protection by
extending the period for prosecution
for human-caused fires from two
to three years to allow for complex
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investigations to be thorough and
complete. Both people who start or risk
starting wildfires can be prosecuted.
There will be an improved process
for forest companies to recover costs
when they support provincial wildfire
suppression efforts.

Want a bigger Voice?

Advertise!
That’s right, use the Valley Voice to spread the word
about your event, your business, or your campaign
all over the three valleys that we serve. We distribute
to every household in the Arrow, Slocan and North
Kootenay Lake Valleys. That’s over 6,000 mailboxes.
Over 1,200 copies to local businesses.
Because we’re not junk mail, your message goes
home and gets read. We’re good at getting your
message out, because we’re good at delivering the
news. Unique stories and opinion that you’ll read
nowhere else. And the more you advertise, the more
news we can publish.
valleyvoice@netidea.com • 250-358-7218

Village of
Silverton
VILLAGE OF SILVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL MANAGER CONTRACT
The Corporation of the Village of Silverton requires a Memorial
Hall Manager for the 2010/2011 year.
Management duties include:
• Responding to inquiries in regards to Memorial Hall facility
• Reservation and confirmation of bookings
• Collecting damage deposit and rental fees
• Coordinating key system pick-up and return
• Supervision of rental agreement and signing of contract
• Orientation and inspection before and after rental
• Provide custodial service
• Communicate with Village office and maintenance staff
• Filing written reports to the Village Council on a regular basis
• Overall management of the Silverton Memorial Hall facility
Hours of work:
Determined by the rental agreement
“As needed” and “on call” basis
Weekdays and weekends and evenings as required
Salary and terms:
To be negotiated by mutual agreement
For detailed responsibilities and duties; contact the Village
Office at 250-358-2472.
Interested persons should submit a resume by 4:00 PM,
Thursday, April 22, 2010 to:
		
The Village of Silverton
		
421 Lake Avenue
		
PO Box 14
		
Silverton, BC V0G 2B0
While we greatly appreciate all the replies we receive, regretfully
only those selected for an interview will be contacted.
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with Jamie Barber

Having fun
with the Ford
Fusion

Things down at Nelson Ford in

at the chance.
When I showed up at the
dealership, Keith Phillips was
on hand to guide me through the
complexities of Ford’s hybrid
technology and answer my myriad
of technical questions. Keith has
been in the motor trade practically
since they invented the automobile,
so he’s a great resource.
The first thing I noticed about

Nelson are humming and I found
that if you want to talk to someone,
you either need lots of patience
or an appointment. I had neither
so it took me five phone calls to
connect with the general manager,
Josh Hynes. It was worth it though
because Josh is organized, friendly
and competent. He suggested I
take the brand new Ford Fusion
Hybrid out for a test and I jumped

Ever hit a deer and wished you
could send the vehicle back?

Nelson Ford Lease ONE
PAYMENT lease a Thon
Put the excitement back into driving a new vehicle under full warranty every 2-3 years. Did
you know as a business you can write off the leased payment? Did you know the average
car buyer trades every 3-4 years? The cheapest isn’t always the best when you’re not fully
covered. Here at Nelson Ford we have access to almost 650 New Ford vehicles so that
means we can get you exactly what you want!
We want you to know that Ford and Nelson Ford still see leasing as a very viable way of
driving a new car every 2 - 3 years. That is why we would like to introduce the Nelson Ford
‘ONE PAMENT’ where you get the Royal treatment.
ONE PAYMENT- Includes all required maintenance, all wiper blades, all brake pads, all
fluids, Wash and Vacuum each visit, full road hazard tire and rim replacement, nitrogen in
tires, wheel locks to prevent winter and summer wheel theft, discounted rentals at $27.77
per day, and up to $7500 towards an new one if yours is stolen and not recovered.
You pay nothing over your ONE PAYMENT for 2 – 3 years. Now that’s smart budgeting.
All you do is drive a Nice Newer Ford under full warranty! Then Come and get a new one
when you’re done.
Here is how it works.
• 15% down on the vehicle of your choice, trade in vehicle, or both.
• Pick a One Payment Vehicle.
• Pick a 2 or 3 year term.
• Pick the amount of kms you will be driving.
• Get your ONE PAYMENT.
• Drive away happy.
• Finish the lease. Have the full option of purchasing the vehicle at wholesale pricing
		
when you’re done, based on your guaranteed future value. See us for details.
• Have the option to sell the vehicle for a profit when you are done leasing it. See
		
us for details.
Here are some great examples:
2010 Focus SE		

2010 Mustang V6 Coupe		

$350				
2010 Taurus SEL		

$450				
2010 Edge SEL		

$550				

$650
$650

2010 Expedition XLT 4x4

$550							
2010 Transit Connect Cargo or Passenger

$550

2010 F150 Supercrew XLT 4x4

$850							
2010 F150 Supercab XLT 4x4			

$450

2010 Explorer Sport Trac XLT 4x4

$650							
2010 F150 Supercrew Lariat 4x4		

$450

2010 Flex SEL

$550						

2010 Explorer XLT 4x4				

works flawlessly. There are no
shifting points or bumps as you
accelerate or decelerate.
Everything is seamless.
The engine is a 4 cylinder
2.3 l Atkinson cycle gas unit
coupled to a permanent magnet
AC-synchronous electric motor.
Regenerative braking and the
petrol engine recharge the NiCad
batteries, which are stored behind
the back seat. I would love to talk
in great detail about this power
unit but the editor won’t give me
that much room and it is probably
enough to just say that the whole
unit works great. I like hybrid
technology and have devoted
a previous column to Toyota’s
Prius. Ford likes to compare their
hybrid model to the Toyota Camry
hybrid, but if you are to compare
the Fusion hybrid to the new Prius,
I feel the Fusion comes up a bit
short. They both have about the
same seating capacity and comfort
but the Prius sells for about $5,000
less, is much more stingy on fuel,
and produces fewer pollutants.
The Fusion can pull off about 60
mpg in town, (4.6l/100km) where
you get full advantage of the
regenerative braking but manages
only about 50 mpg (5.4l/100km)
on the highway where most valley
residents will use this car. This
efficiency is little over the standard
petrol engine Fusion. Towing a
trailer is out of the question.
That’s not to say that I wouldn’t
buy a Fusion. It would be a great
commuter car in the city and I
like the car a lot, but I probably
wouldn’t pay the extra $6,000 for
the hybrid model as the battery
pack will need to be replaced in
8-10 years to the tune of about
$8,000 and the fuel savings just
don’t justify this expense.
All in all I would rate the Ford
Fusion highly, I think you will
have a positive experience with
the sales staff and the service
personnel, but I have to admit to
being slightly ‘underwhelmed’
by their Fusion hybrid model, If
you are in the market for a hybrid
vehicle, you really should go down
and try one for yourself.

2010 Escape XLT

$450						

2010 Escape Hybrid			

Ford’s $36,000 flagship hybrid
model was its stunning good
looks. I know this is a subjective
thing, but I don’t think many will
disagree with me. The seats are
comfortable. The ergonomics
are great. This is a car made for
gobbling up the kilometres in
great comfort. Visibility is great
all around, but Ford has included
some nifty technology that include
a back-up camera to spot that
lawnmower ditched behind the
car you are about to back over.
It also has blind spot sensors that
illuminate an amber light in the
side rear-view alerting you to the
danger of a lane change with a car
in this dangerous side blind spot. I
have to say though that I wouldn’t
want to pay the repair bill for a
damaged rear bumper that also
includes the camera sensors placed
here. Surely there would have been
a less vulnerable location to place
them. The steering wheel includes
controls for the cruise control, the
stereo system and your ubiquitous
cell phone controls. The stereo
system is first rate – 390 watts
of continuous power with 12
speakers and two amplifiers. Sirius
satellite radio comes standard. The
safety features include six airbags
plus a knee airbag for the driver
to keep her from sliding under the
dash. Traction and stability control
are coupled with the ABS brakes,
which have good progressive
braking right up to full emergency
stop. This car will shine in slippery
and icy conditions. I would rate
the suspension near the top of
the heap. The front end is double
wishbone McPherson’s with an
innovative multilink twist blade
setup in the back.
It is easy to forget this is a
hybrid car. When you turn it on
there is no noise and you have to
check the green arrow on the dash
to see if it is in ‘go’ mode.
Acceleration is brisk at all
speeds and the transmission is a
marvel. This transmission is like
no other I have ever driven – a
constant velocity unit much like
the two pulley arrangement on
a snow machine. It’s simple and
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2010 Fusion SE

$450						

2010 Ranger Super cab 4X4		

			

$750

2010 F350 Superduty Crew XLT Diesel 4x4

$550							
$850
Nelson Ford wants your business. The cheapest isn’t
always the best. Nelson Ford Rocks! 1-866-787-2679

Our Automotive columnist, Dr. Jamie Barber, admired the stunning good looks
and ergonomics of the new Ford Fusion.

