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by Jan McMurray
The lack of information about the 

condominium development on the old 
hotel property in Slocan continues to 
stymie the project.

At the March 8 council meeting, 
Slocan council decided to table the OCP 
and zoning bylaw amendments that will 
create a multi-family zone and re-zone 
the hotel property until the proponent, 
Slocan Holdings Ltd., provides more 
information in the form of a completed 
development permit application. 

This is in keeping with a council 
decision of a month earlier. At that time, 
council gave two readings to the bylaw 
amendments and passed a resolution that 
they would not consider third reading 
and adoption of the bylaws until Slocan 
Holdings had completed a development 
permit application. 

Despite the Village informing the 
proponent that this information would 
be beneficial for the public and council at 
the public hearing scheduled for March 
8, the information was not provided. 

Unfortunately, Ray Caouette, owner 
of Slocan Holdings Ltd., was not able 
to attend the public hearing. His visiting 
son, Bob Caouette, and one of the 
contractors working on the project, 
Floyd Verigin, attended in his place, but 
they were not able to answer a lot of the 
questions raised at the meeting. 

Toward the end of the hearing, 
the mayor said it was clearly the “lack 
of knowledge” that was causing “a 
lot of the confusion and fear from 
villagers.” Councillor Elliott said she 
had many questions about the project, 
and expressed disappointment that the 
developer was not present to answer 
them. Resident Marc Septav agreed that 
the lack of information was frustrating, 
and added that the lack of process was 
also a problem.

“I don’t understand how you get 
a building permit to build a hotel and 
advertise that you are building condos. I 
don’t understand how we got to the place 
we are now,” said Septav.

Slocan Holdings has a structural 
permit, which stipulates that the use 
of the building (hotel) cannot change. 
Septav referred to the Valley Voice article 
of January 13, which quoted RDCK 
Chief Building Official Max Hoedemen 

Slocan condominium project: too many unknowns to move forward
as saying the structural permit was issued 
as a “concession” to the company so that 
construction work could get underway 
while the re-zoning was in process. 
CAO Shana Paivarinta explained that 
the building inspector contacted her for 
approval to issue the structural permit. 
“I asked if all the documentation was 
in place and I was told it was,” said 
Paivarinta. “Our council has been in 
discussions with the RDCK building 
inspectors to make sure this doesn’t 
happen again.”

Mayor Madeleine Perriere said that 
the usual process is for the developer 
to have detailed development plans 
in place and for the re-zoning to be 
completed before any building permit 
application is made. She said council is 
looking forward to seeing the completed 
development permit application, which 
will include a comprehensive plan for 
the project.

There were also concerns at the 
hearing about the capacity of the 
Village’s water system. Public Works 
Foreman Tim Hill explained that the 
treatment plant was certified for less 
than 500 people, but that the plant could 
be re-certified. “It wouldn’t take much 
to double the capacity at minimal cost,” 
he said. If the plant were re-certified, 
Hill said water system operators would 
need more training, doubling current 
training costs.

Hill also reported that if people built 
homes on all the vacant lots in town, 
there would be 100 more houses in 
Slocan to provide water to. He said he 
hadn’t seen a needs assessment for water 
for the condo project.

In response to questions about sewer 
infrastructure at the condo development, 
Floyd Verigin said that a private sewer 
treatment plant was being designed for 
the project.

Mayor Perriere asked the public how 
they felt about density in the proposed 
multi-family zone. Currently in the 
residential zone, one house can be built 
on two lots in Slocan. Typically, multi-
family zoning allows for higher density. 
The hotel property is approximately 
21 lots, so the density of this 16-unit 
condo development is one dwelling per 
1.25 lots. 

One resident said he felt this density 

was fine for these condos, but would like 
to see the density issue thought out more 
carefully for the OCP and zoning bylaws, 
taking water and septic into account. 
He said he would want high density 
developments to be located at the edges 
of town. Another resident agreed that 
density would be better discussed during 
the OCP revision process.

In general, people at the meeting 
indicated that they do not want high 
density developments in Slocan. One 
resident said he wanted to see the density 
the same for multi-family as it is for 
residential, so there could be a duplex 
on four lots. Another woman was very 

much in favour of the condominiums but 
said she would not want to see any other 
multi-family developments at all in town.

Three people said they would 
prefer to see the hotel property remain 
tourist commercial because tourist 
accommodation is needed in Slocan.

A couple of people spoke favourably 
of the project. One woman said the 
development was “something to be 
proud of to have buildings like that in 
this little town.” She said it was a huge 
improvement over the “dilapidated” 
hotel that used to stand there. “This is 
making the town look cleaned up,” she 
said, which will go a long way towards 

attracting people and businesses to 
Slocan. 

The rezoning application states 
that the building will have the same 
footprint as the old hotel, with asphalt 
roof shingles and an overall Alpine 
appearance. There will be a boardroom, 
office, a common room for owners 
and parking for 30 vehicles. A private 
septic treatment plant and a reservoir 
for irrigation will be installed on the 
property. At the public hearing, Verigin 
said there would be a spa, barbecue areas 
and gazebos for the use of residents. He 
said they would be high-end strata units.

New Denver’s StrongStart Centre at Lucerne School celebrated its official grand opening on March 22. School District No. 10 Board Chair Pattie Adam 
cuts the ribbon along with StrongStart kids, Juniper and Emily. Strong Start is a drop-in program for children up to six years old with their caregivers. 

by Jan McMurray
A petition with 6,000 signatures of 

area residents protesting the proposed 
cuts to the operating room hours at 
the regional hospital in Trail has been 
delivered to MLA Katrine Conroy. She 
will present it in the legislature this week.

Petition opposing Trail OR cuts to hit legislature
The petition was organized by 

Castlegar and District Health Watch 
and Trail’s Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Seniors. A delegation from 
these groups went to the West Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Hospital District 
(WKBRHD) board meeting last week 

to present the petition. Although the 
WKBRHD board’s mandate is to deal 
only with capital expenses at health 
facilities in the region, not hospital 
operational issues, the board discussed 
the cuts and voted unanimously to send 
a letter of concern to Minister Falcon.
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by Art Joyce
T h e  R o s e b e r y  P a r k l a n d s 

Development Society board and 
members met the evening of March 18 
to consider their options now that the 
legal judgement in the court case brought 
against the society by Brian and Mary 
Jane Sykes has come down in favour 
of the Sykes. 

The Sykes brought suit against 
the society when the society refused to 
support their ILMB permit application 
for their dock, which was installed 
in front of the society’s waterfront 
parklands property in Rosebery Bay. 
The case was based on ‘proprietary 
estoppel,’ which boils down to the 
fact that the president of the society 
at the time the Sykes purchased their 
property, located immediately upland 
of the parklands, provided them with 
a letter of permission for a dock. The 
society’s position is that the intent of 
the park, clearly stated in the society’s 
constitution and bylaws, is a “low impact 
tourism park” with no moorage rights for 
property owners upland of the society’s 
waterfront property, as clearly supported 
by the easement on public file that allows 
access to the water by foot access only.

Rosebery Parklands Development Society meets to consider its options 
President Leah Main opened the 

meeting. “We’re at a point now where 
we need to assess what Justice Groves’ 
ruling means to the society and how it 
affects the parklands.” 

Board member and former US 
lawyer, George Meier, provided 
interpretation of the judgement. Meier 
said that with all due respect to Justice 
Groves, he feels that the judgement 
exceeds the merits of the plaintiffs’ case, 
and that the judge committed reversible 
errors that give grounds for appeal. He 
said the society’s lawyer, Tim Pearkes, 
also perceives reversible error.

“Coming on the board, I felt 
Rosebery Parklands had a very strong 
case, and I still do. I’ve seen outcomes 
like this before and I can say we got 
trounced at the hearing,” said Meier. 

The judgement granted the Sykes 
right to moorage. He granted this right 
in perpetuity, so all future owners of 
the Sykes’ property will have moorage 
rights. Furthermore, the covenant 
that prevents moorage, placed on the 
parklands property when it was recently 
transferred to the RDCK, has been 
ordered to be removed from the Sykes’ 
lot by Justice Groves. The society was 

also ordered to pay the Sykes’ legal costs 
of $11,039, which it did immediately, 
thanks to “the good offices of some of 
the members.” Meier said it “would be 
nice to repay our supporters that amount 
with some fundraising parties.”

The effect of the order is “essentially 
a transfer of interest in the society’s 
land by granting a tenure with no 
consideration,” says Meier. This is what 
he feels exceeds the merits of the Sykes’ 
case. “There are all kinds of remedies the 
judge could have looked at but he didn’t.”

Meier says one of the reversible 
errors he feels the judge made was that he 
accepted as evidence Mary Jane Sykes’ 
claim that she was given permission 
to install the dock before obtaining 
the permit during a phone call with a 
representative from ILMB, the agency 
that issues dock permits. This seems 
outrageous to the board, because a letter 
from ILMB to the Sykes, stating in bold 
letters not to install the dock pending its 
final decision, was submitted to the court 
as evidence. 

“The judge cites inadmissible 
evidence in support of the Sykes. He 
never analyzed the easement but relied 
on the principle of estoppel,” said Meier. 

He added that the easement is the crux 
of the disagreement, despite the judge’s 
avoidance of the issue. “What I’m 
confronted with, coming in years later as 
an outsider, is that the easement clearly 
reads ‘foot traffic only.’”

Board members who attended the 
hearing said Justice Groves seemed 
very annoyed that the society had 
transferred land title to the Regional 
District while the litigation was in 
progress. Yet, Meier said, this process 
had been underway for some years, 
was all conducted in the open, and the 
Sykes duly protected themselves by 
filing a Certificate of Pending Litigation. 
Main pointed out that she submitted the 
background information on the transfer 
of the parkland to the RDCK in her 
deposition to the court, but it seemed 
that the justice was unaware of it. Board 
member Dick Callison took notes during 
the hearing, and said the judge suggested 
that special costs might be sought by the 
Sykes because of this. 

Meier said the board has two courses 
of action available: one is to appeal, 
the other is to “call it a day.” He said 
the judgement as it stands could create 
the expectation among other property 
owners upland of the park that they can 
all have a dock. 

In a recent study of Slocan Lake 
done by the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, Rosebery Bay is identified as a 
sensitive zone that should be protected 
from development. “There has been 
scientific indication that that area should 
be declared an environmentally sensitive 
‘red zone.’ Instead it could turn into a 
marine highway covered with docks,” 
said Meier.

The society has already raised in 
pledges or cash donations almost all of 
the funds needed for an appeal. Meier 
cautioned that if the society loses on 
appeal, it could cost between $5,000-
$8,000 in appeal costs. “The good side is 
if we win on appeal we get our $11,000 
back plus our costs, which will help 
reimburse legal fees, costs of trials, loans 
and advances.”

Meier said he can’t predict an 
appellate court outcome. A panel of 
three appellate judges would consider an 
appeal based only on the documentation 
already submitted to the court. Appeal 
judges can be asked to consider the 
definition of the easement, but there’s 

no guarantee they will. What could 
happen is a different remedy, such as 
granting the Sykes a license for their 
dock for its lifetime, or granting them 
dock construction costs. The issue of 
transferring the land title to the RDCK 
would not be considered, which could 
help avoid bias against the society. 
“We think with that kind of hearing, 
uncoloured by that, they could find that 
Justice Groves committed reversible 
error.”

Former society president, Scott 
Leyland, who provided the letter of 
permission for a dock to the Sykes, and 
who owns property in Rosebery Bay, 
was present and said he felt the society 
would be making a mistake by pressing 
for an appeal. “We keep trying to come 
up with a win-lose situation instead of a 
win-win, and that has almost universally 
estranged us as neighbours.” 

When asked what he saw as “win-
win” Leyland suggested a common dock 
in the most sheltered area of the bay for all 
upland property owners and the public. 
He said this was the vision all along, 
until it was discovered that the society 
could not afford the liability insurance 
for a public dock. However, now that 
the RDCK owns the parklands, he feels 
the RDCK would have the resources to 
cover the insurance. Meier said that such 
an offer should come through the Sykes’ 
attorney to the society’s attorney if he 
wants that possibility to be considered 
by the society’s board.

Other members said that this was 
not their vision of proper environmental 
stewardship of Rosebery Bay. When 
asked if he would confirm or deny that 
he had plans to put in his own dock, he 
would not commit to an answer. When 
asked if he would divulge any other 
letters written to grant upland property 
owners permission for docks, Leyland 
refused. 

Most society members at the 
meeting were supportive of an appeal 
and several offered to help cover appeal 
costs. Others felt an appeal could be very 
risky. “This judgement has undermined 
what little trust I had left in the legal 
system,” said Rosebery resident Howard 
Bearham. “I’m afraid I don’t trust that 
three judges in Victoria will be any more 
even-handed. My fear is that an appeal 
could be good money after bad.” 

The board will consider members’ 

by Jan McMurray
With the March 31 deadline looming 

to spend the $900,000 in federal grant 
money for the emergency services 
building, Mayor Hamling is doing 
everything she can to get an extension.

“I have written letters and made 
many phone calls on this,” said 
Hamling. “I have spoken to our MP, 
Jim Abbott, who delivered my letter 
to Minister Lynne Yelich of Western 
Economic Diversification [the ministry 
administering the funds]. I have called the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
for help. I have called Minister Yelich, 
her chief of staff and the Honourable 
Stockwell Day. I am hoping to hear 
something shortly.”

Hamling says that the grants under 
this program were released to all other 
provinces in April 2009. Because of the 

Extension needed for Nakusp 
emergency services building grant

BC provincial election in May 2009 and 
the rules around elections, the grants 
were not released in BC until October. 
But the money still has to be spent by 
March 31.

“This left not only Nakusp but 
several communities in BC in a position 
of having to spend 12 months of 
funding in less than six months, or lose 
the funding,” said Hamling. “It’s my 
understanding that there are at least 12 
other projects in BC pushing for an 
extension as well.”

Of Nakusp’s $900,000, about 
$650,000 will be spent on building 
materials, and the rest on wages. “We 
can push to get the product ordered by 
the deadline but the wages can’t come 
into effect until we get the product,” 
said Hamling.

She says if they are able to spend 
only the approximately $600,000 on 
materials, they may lose the remaining 
$300,000.
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CORRECTION
In our front page story last issue, 

‘Burton asks for one-year public 
consultation period on school closure,’ 
we incorrectly reported that total 
enrolment in Lucerne’s grades 8-12 
was projected to be less than 10 in 
September 2011. In fact, total enrolment 
for Lucerne’s grades 8-12 classes is 
projected to be 29 in September 2011.

by Art Joyce
Health Services Minister Kevin 

Falcon has announced that BC 
Ambulance Services will be more 
closely aligned with the healthcare 
system. Under the new approach, 
oversight for the Emergency Health 
Services Commission and BCAS will 
be transferred to the Provincial Health 
Services Authority. “Over the past year, 
front-line paramedics made it abundantly 
clear the current system is broken and 
fundamental change is necessary to 
improve emergency services across the 
province, particularly in rural and remote 
areas,” Falcon said. “By aligning BCAS 
more closely with our health system, we 
can explore innovative ways to enhance 
the role paramedics play in serving the 
needs of patients.”

The decision is based in part on a 
month-long consultation on options for 
new service delivery models identified 
in a report from industrial inquiry 
commissioner Chris Trumpy. The 
consultation focused on three options 
outlined in the commissioner’s report, 
including closer integration with the 
health system, closer integration with 
other emergency service providers and 
opportunities for private-sector service 
delivery.

“While the path we’ve chosen will 
ensure integration with the health sector 
– it will leave the door open for closer 
alignment with other emergency service 
providers and private delivery models 
where it makes sense in individual 
communities,” said Falcon. 

Falcon says fixing the model of 
service delivery is the important first 
step to resolving key issues raised 
consistently by front-line paramedics 
throughout the recent labour dispute. 
These included heavy reliance on 
overtime in the Lower Mainland and 
the need to improve service delivery and 
employment conditions, particularly for 
part-time paramedics and those in rural 
and remote communities.

New Denver Mayor Gary Wright was 
among local community representatives 
providing input to the government 
review of ambulance services. “Our 
position was that something needs to be 
fixed, and one of the options that was 

BC Ambulance Services to be integrated with health services
discussed was bringing the ambulance 
service into closer relationship with 
the health authorities. In principle the 
concept has much to recommend it but 
the devil is always in the details.”

However, CUPE 873, the union 
that has been negotiating on behalf of 
paramedics, is unimpressed with the 
government’s poor response to the labour 
dispute. The current collective agreement 
expires April 1 despite some 18 months 
of negotiation. “In the absence of any 
real progress at negotiations and given 
the current labour climate,” says CUPE 
873 president John Strohmaier, the union 
has agreed to roll over the agreement 
until 2012. Falcon has asked Minister 
of Labour Murray Coell to investigate 
the labour agreement implications 
of the decision to bring ambulance 
services under the Provincial health 
authority. Minister Coell will complete 
his consultation with paramedics and 
other stakeholders by March 31. 

by Jan McMurray
School District 10 believes that the 

March 15 funding announcement from 
the Province may hold some good news 
for Burton Elementary School.

Unfortunately, they cannot be sure 
because the announcement did not 
include all the information necessary 
for districts to finalize their budgets. The 
missing pieces will be provided at the end 
of March or beginning of April.

The funding provided for ‘unique 
geographic factors,’ also known as the 
‘small schools grant,’ has been increased 
and Superintendent Walter Posnikoff 
cautiously reported that “this may 
change the numbers presented around 
school closure made earlier this month.” 
Board of Education Chair Pattie Adam 
said in an interview, “We’re pretty sure 
the increase in the small schools grant 
will make a difference for the Burton 
decision, but we don’t know.” She added 
that the level of frustration around the 
board table was “very high” because not 
all the information is there.

“How do you work together with 
your communities?” asked Adam. “I’ve 
received many emails about Burton, and 
I’m the first person to agree that Burton 
is a wonderful school. Closing schools 
and reconfiguring schools is the last thing 
we want to do, but without government 

School District 10 cautiously optimistic about budget and Burton
support…

“I wish people understood that a big 
part of the reason our rural schools are so 
successful is because of the commitment 
of this board and past boards to make 
them work,” said Adam.

Posnikoff’s preliminary analysis 
of the numbers provided March 15 
shows that the district will receive the 
same amount to operate next year as it 
did for this year – $7,208,878. Because 
costs go up every year, this funding will 
clearly not cover the district’s expenses 
in 2010/11. 

Although there are still too many 
unknowns to be sure, Adam said she 
predicts the district will have to find 
about $300,000 to balance the budget.

One change in the funding formula 
that puts schools with declining 
enrolment at a disadvantage is that the 
increase in salaries for teachers and other 
school personnel has been rolled in to 
the per student amount. The per student 
amount has increased from $5,851 to 
$6,740 to pay for the salary increases. 
Adam said the per student increase 
is based on the average provincial 
student-teacher ratio of 18 students to 
one teacher. However, in districts with 
smaller numbers of students, there are 
less than 18 students to a teacher.

This funding formula change will 

result in SD 10 being funded for 30 
teachers, but there are 36 teachers in 
the district. “So until there are 18 kids 
in a class, it doesn’t pay for itself,” 

Adam said, adding, “I call this an ‘urban 
bonus.’”

The Annual Facilities Grant, which 
was pulled in September to the surprise 

of school boards, has been restored – 
but perhaps not to the same level as it 
was before. This funding is for building 
maintenance.

by Art Joyce
It appears that even the poorest 

of the poor will have to help pay for 
the Olympics in the latest round of 
BC government funding cuts. Those 
receiving disability benefits will 
lose a number of medical subsidies, 
including some that are critical to helping 
disabled people maintain an independent 
existence. The BC Liberals’ news release 
is titled, ‘Province protects services for 
low-income clients.’

The hit list is long, and includes 
elimination of coverage for foot orthotics, 
glucometers for diabetics, contraceptives, 
and optical services. Extended therapies 
such as chiropractics and physiotherapy, 
which many disabled require to maintain 
muscle tone or preserve mobility, will 
also be cut. Motorized scooters valued 
at more than $3,500 will not be funded. 
Dental services will be slashed, from 
twice yearly visits to the dentist to once, 
and X-rays cut from annually to once 
every two years. However, out-of-pocket 
costs to clients for major procedures over 
$700 will still be covered. 

Nutritional supplements for 
life-threatening conditions such as 
neurological degeneration will now 
only be covered if disability recipients 
have at least two such conditions. 
These include deterioration of a vital 
organ, loss of muscle mass, moderate 
to severe immune suppression (HIV 
patients to name only one example), 
significant weight loss, or underweight 
status. The bottled water supplement for 
those suffering immune-compromised 
conditions has been eliminated. The 
government’s one concession is to 
expand the diet supplement to up to $40 

Campbell government slashes disability benefits
a month for children who have difficulty 
in controlling epilepsy and people who 
have a serious genetic disorder, called 
phenylketonuria (PKU).

The $75 shelter supplement for those 
aged 60-64 is being cut, placing those 
already in marginal situations closer 
to homelessness. According to the BC 
Coalition of People with Disabilities 
website, people with disabilities who 
leave assistance when they turn 65 and 
go on to the seniors’ pension, or people 
who leave provincial disability for 
Canada Pension Plan Disability will only 
keep their medical and dental coverage 
for one year, rather than permanently as 
is currently the case. 

The Liberals claim this is being 
done to reduce rising welfare costs. The 
cost of social assistance has gone up by 
$19.8 million a month over the last year 
and the cuts will save $10 million this 

year and $15 million next year. However, 
it’s yet another case of false economy, 
suggests the BC Coalition of People 
with Disabilities. “People’s overall 
health and well-being will deteriorate 
and they will access the health system 
more as a result, explains Coalition 
Executive Director Jane Dyson. Many 
disabled people are already using food 
allowances to subsidize high rents, 
leaving them vulnerable to malnutrition. 
“Already inadequate support for people 
with disabilities is being cut further,” the 
Coalition’s Robin Loxton says. “In the 
long term it will cost the health system 
more and will not save money.” 

For  more informat ion see 
the Coalition’s website at www.
bccpd.bc.ca or for the government 
news release go to www2.news.
gov.bc.ca/news_releases_2009-
2013/2010HSD0026-000219.htm.
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Help available 
for tax returns

I’m writing to bring to the attention 
of readers that free and confidential help 
in completing and filing one’s income tax 
return package is offered by members 
of the Canada Revenue Agency-trained 
members of the Community Volunteer 
Income Tax Program team. Those 
eligible to take advantage of this region-
wide service include adults having an 
income of $30,000 or less (for singles), 
$35,000 (for couples), $35,000 plus 
$2,000 for each child (for families). More 
program information drop-in clinics or a 
referral to the CVITP representative from 
the communities of Burton/Arrow Park, 
Fauquier/Edgewood, Nakusp, Hills/
Rosebery/New Denver/Silverton (and 
all other points within the district), is 
available by calling 265-0075.

Marilyn Boxwell, Volunteer 
Regional Coordinator,

Community Volunteer Income 
Tax Program

Schools over 
Olympics

In the January 23, 2009 Vancouver 
Sun, the bill for the Winter Olympics 
had already topped $6 billion. That was 
$6,000,000,000 for 16 days of fun – not 
education. Yet the elementary school in 
Burton is to close for an estimated annual 
shortfall of $500,000.

Are the local School Trustees 
numerate? Or are these Olympic 
numbers so huge that they can’t think 
of using them to question the lack of 
school funding in this area? Or worse, 
are these individuals so comfortable in 
their jobs that they can’t question the 
government in Victoria? 

It’s a bit odd to call yourself a 
‘School Trustee’ when your job is 
apparently not to defend schools, but to 
close them.

John Fraser 
New Denver

The national 
anthem...

I have been singing our beautiful 
national anthem as Kim Campbell 
suggested some years ago. “True patriot 
love in all of us command.” I must say 
to those so vehemently against change, 
“Will you please consider that while 
“sons” does not include daughters or 
women or me for many others of us, 
surely “us” includes you & all of us?” 
It’s very easy to substitute us for sons. 

As one of huge numbers of 
immigrants to Canada, how possibly 
should we be asked to sing “our home 
and native land” when it is not where 

many of us were born?  All of us live 
on land that was originally “native” so, 
without changing many words of our 
anthem, why doesn’t home “on” native 
land work? Finally, the anthem surely 
doesn’t need to be a prayer to whatever 
any of us may or may not mean by 
“God,” for prayer belongs either in 
religious gatherings or in the silence of 
our hearts. As a Christian, I don’t need to 
ask God to keep our land free, or expect 
those singing our anthem to ask God 
either. I need to be one who will use my 
political freedom to work with others to 
achieve the common good. So, why not 
instead of “God, keep our land,” “Let 
us keep...?” 

While there are plenty of issues 
needing addressing for the common 
good, language matters to me, & I submit 
that, in a national anthem, it ought to 
mean what we want it to mean. Thanks 
for a thoughtful discussion!

Karen Pidcock 
Kaslo Warning, 

Economic change 
is inevitable

As Larry Greenlaw says, the 
local economy is dependant on the 
“production of goods, products and 
energy.” Money being the medium of 
global exchange means production of 
goods and energy can occur far away 
from local consumption as long as 
money can be transferred into our local 
economy. I am referring to transfer 
payments that come in the form of 
retirement savings accounts, pensions, 
public welfare payments and other ways 
people live here with money coming 
from investments or work elsewhere. 
Transfer payments have made up 
about 20-25% of the economy here for 
the most recent decade. There is also 
tourism accounting for less than 7% of 
the local economy. And we shouldn’t 
forget the underground economy that 
would likely become as profitable as 
growing garlic if legalized.

The first 100 yrs of European 
settlement was about digging, cutting, 
damming, and turning over the earth. 
Like a 3rd world country, the West 
Kootenay region generously gave 
away its natural capital. Now the 
Kootenays have another resource 
in high demand; A semi urban type 
lifestyle fueled by relatively cheap 
energy (stay tuned, that’s changing) 
and surrounded by increasingly rare 
natural beauty. It doesn’t work for the 
log skidder or miner to say “We were 
here first!” because we all know the 
First Nations people lived sustainably 
here for hundreds of generations on a 
local economy of harvesting fish, plants, 

continued on page 5

Why I carry 
binoculars!

This is the food column. People 
have been known to eat various parts 
of sturgeon. Therefore, sturgeon can 
be considered food. Therefore it is 
just fine for me to relate this story 
in this column. I’m the food editor 
after all. So here we go!

On Tuesday, March 9, at around 
11 am I saw a sturgeon far out in 
Slocan Lake. I was on the Molly 
Hughes Trail walking into town. 
Through a break in the lakeside 
trees along the trail I saw a strange 
and unusual disturbance way out in 
the lake and south of me. I had my 
binoculars, so I observed through 
them. Something around 15 feet 
long and cylinder-shaped was just 
barely beneath the surface of the 
water. In fact some of it may have 
been in the sunshine. The sun was 
shining brightly, and the water, 
except for this disturbance, was 
flat as glass.

I made my way south to just 
before Bigelow Bay and then on 
to Becker’s Beach, where I could 
better observe. The ‘thing’ was still 
out there. About ten mergansers 
were in a very agitated state 
and causing a great commotion, 
flapping around this thing and 
diving around it again and again. 
The ‘thing’, which could only 
have been a sturgeon, was moving 
northward very, very slowly as the 
mergansers continued their frantic 
behaviour. 

There were strange splashings 
and undulating ripples that started 
at the head of the huge fish and 
went to the tail. These splashes 

were not made by the mergansers. 
The mergansers appeared as little 
white specks, but eventually one of 
them flew away toward where I was 
standing and passed close enough to 
me for positive identification.

Eventually, after about 15 
minutes, the sturgeon disappeared 
and all the ‘mergs’ flew away. What 
were the mergansers so excited 
about? Small fish often seek the 
company of big fish that don’t eat 
them. This way the small fish are 
‘protected’ from some of their more 
aggressive predators, like trout. 
I have snorkeled extensively in 
Slocan Lake, and often the minnows 
swim along with me. Small fish 
have also sought the company of my 
kayak while I’m out on the lake. It is 
possible that the sturgeon I saw had 
the company of many smaller fish 
who were tagging along. This could 
be why the mergansers were so 
excited, and I believe their repeated 
diving was to retrieve and eat these 
little fish. Mergansers in a ‘feeding 
frenzy.’ Interesting.

Another possibility: I’m told 
that sturgeon have been observed 
rubbing up against rocks in order 
to scrape dead skin off their bodies. 
(The surfaces of sturgeons are 
covered in ‘scutes,’ which are bony 
armoured nodules; however, fish 
scutes are actually just hardened and 
enlarged scales.) Smaller fish may 
well be attracted to this ‘skin’, which, 
to these smaller fish, could well be 
food, whether it was still attached to 
the sturgeon or not. That’s another 
reason why many smaller fish 
could have been accompanying the 
sturgeon. Something was definitely 
driving the mergansers crazy!

And what was the sturgeon 
doing in the first place? It is well 
known that sturgeon bask in bright 
sunlight in order, it is believed, to 
burn off the bacteria that grows on 
their ‘skin’.

Yes, mergansers eat fish! Yes, 
sturgeon live in Slocan Lake, and 
this was one of them! Yes, I feel 
very, very lucky!

with 
Andy 

Rhodes

Your water: 
Your Life!

Citizens: Wake Up! Our individual 
and common needs are a right to life! 
Those rights are for free and sufficient 
pristine air, soil and water in a healthy 
environment.

Our common water rights would 
be removed by proposed changes to 
the Water Act. Our water rights would 
no longer be attached to the land title 
and could be sold by our provincial 
government to the highest bidder (likely 
international corporations). We would 
then pay the corporation for our water 
plus an almost uncontrolled profit. If you 
can’t afford it, you must do without, and 
probably get sick and die! 

The provincial government avoids 
the accountability that we expect of the 
them as the stewards of our commons. 
This is now “company business” as we 
see demonstrated in resource extraction! 
Politicians may even get re-elected by 
giving every voter $100.

My best reference is Blue Gold by 
Tony Clarke and Maude Barlow. Maude 
is now the Senior UN Water Advisor, 
saying “Water is not a commodity to be 
bought and sold on the open market.” 
“Those who seek to derive economic 
advantage, even from the worst of 
economic tragedies, are pursuing the 
privatization of water, thereby denying 
people a human right as basic as the air 
we breathe.” 

This theft will be much worse 
than no health care would be now. The 
winners are those with short-term goals, 
the political party and the free market 
profiteer! The losers: living beings!

It follows that the very outdated 

capitalistic model of thinking from our 
provincial government will sell us to the 
slavery of the psychotic corporations (as 
in The Corporation movie). President 
Sarcozi of France, at a recent economic 
summit proposed the necessity of 
moral controls in corporate charter as 
a necessity for worldwide capitalistic 
recovery. Seems to me that our backward, 
amoral capitalistic politicians have 
reached new heights in demonstrating 
self interest, immorality, and ignorance 
of the damage they would do.

You’ll probably read more before 
the April 16 meeting in Nelson 
concerning this issue. We all need 
to find a way to stop the abrogation 
of government responsibility to our 
commons! Registration was cut off 
Feb. 24 – short notice from the friendly 
address: livingwatersmart@gov.bc.ca.

Eric Faulks
Hills
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and game before there was any energy 
source other than solar and wood fuels.

It seems pretty clear to me that 
while we fight there is an ominous 
shadow coming up over the horizon 
that we all need to get really serious 
about. We are using an unsustainable 
energy source to feed 6-7 billion people 
on this planet and there aren’t any 
apparent “silver bullet” technologies 
that are going to bail us out. When it 
takes >10 calories of energy to produce 
and transport every 1 calorie of food 
we consume (our current global food 
system), that should be a warning. We 
local humans better figure out how to 
work together and how to make that 
caloric figure go to 1 calorie of energy 
to a resultant 10 calories of food or we 
may be scrapping over potatoes not 
trails, cell towers, or marijuana.

Kip Drobish
Hills

continued from page 4

Quackery versus 
common sense

The CBC report about fraud 
connected with “Ozone Generators” 
made me think about the ever growing 
number of self-appointed “healers” and 
“counselors” around Nelson and area 
offering advice on mental and physical 
health.

Mysterious letters behind a name 
suggest some sort of qualification 
in a specified field. But is it real? 
How much training is really behind 
these mysterious letters? A short 
correspondence course can make 
anyone an expert for various ailments. 
Some of these quack institutions even 
provide a license of sorts to hang 
on the wall designed to give some 
respectability to the enterprise. What 
is a “Life Coach”? Helping to make 
decisions, for a fee, on what shoes to 
wear or what to cook for dinner?  

“Mentors” with self-appointed 
status, having screwed up their own 
life, are now passing on their experience 
for a fee, of course. “Healers” use 
high-flowing terminology to impress 
potential clients. “Biodynamic 
Craniosacral Therapy” should not 
be confused with a massage of the 
cranium using Brylcreem; it supposedly 
goes much deeper; open your wallet. 
“Visceral Manipulation” sounds 
enticing but, more roughage and prune-
juice might also work? Nebulous 
“mysticism” predicting futures through 
tealeaves, numerology, crystal balls or 
stargazing is offered for some cash. 
These soothsayers will give you lots of 
flim-flam and verbal diarrhea but not 
next week’s lottery numbers.

Anyone in need of mental or 
physical help needs to be careful and 
weed out the quacks and phonies. 
Assert yourself and ask questions about 
the qualifications of these healers and 
counselors plus do research on the Net 
about the variety of alternate medicine 
and their effectiveness; be diligent 
and avoid snake-oil or expensive 
ozone machines and gadgets promising 
“magic cosmic connections.”

Aside from religious garbage and 
abuse, superstitions and beliefs in self-
appointed miracle healers, spiritualists, 
fakes and phonies are flourishing. The 
great debunker H.L. Mencken rightfully 

called it buncombe and legalized fraud.
Tealeaf Readers, Tarot Card 

Wizards, Crystal Ball Gazers, Astrology 
Gurus, Horoscope Tutors, Voodoo 
Shamans, Unlicensed Midwives, 
New-age Dizzies, Dream Interpreters, 
Spiritual High-priests, Clairvoyants, 
Soothsayers, Mediums, Mentors, 
Counselors and Healers are out to find 
gullible Sucker Sapiens to share their 
“Wisdom” and “Expertise” for a fee, 
of course.

“Fools and their money are soon 
parted.”

Gunter Retterath
Winlaw

A flaw with the 
Columbia Basin 
Trust grant 
program

While many not-for-profit 
Kootenay initiatives will be celebrating 
this spring with newly acquired grants 
from the Columbia Basin Trust, there 
are some of us that have discovered a 
flaw in the system. While CBT claims 
to “support the efforts of the people 
of the Columbia Basin, in creating 
a legacy of social, economic and 
environmental well-being,” there are 
those of us who are not qualified under 
the eyes of the CBT as such candidates, 
solely because our initiatives are for-
profit. 

In a region, such as the West 
Kootenays, where work is sparse to 
none, and most of us have to start our 
own businesses just to get by, it is 
really difficult to see the justice in the 
Columbia Basin Trust’s mandate of not 
allowing for-profit businesses to apply, 
as many of us are struggling and would 
really appreciate the financial help. 
This is even more hard to understand 
when many of these small businesses 
create social spaces for the community 
and help the local economy (without 
being part of the drug trade, which is 
why many of us have decided upon 
the difficult path of self-employment). 
Some of these local businesses 
even help with taking care of the 
environment, as people do not have to 
drive elsewhere to get the same service 
and many carry secondhand or eco-
friendly goods. The answer I received 
when I inquired about this blind-sight 
of the CBT, was that they simply did 
not help for-profit businesses. 

This is where dialogue could be so 
helpful as both parties could talk about 
alternatives, perhaps even changes to 
the CBT mandate; however, instead, 
the system stays the way it is because 
humans have lost the ability to create 
dialogue, instead, a law is a law, a 
mandate is a mandate and that’s that. 
We see this in all levels of government, 
and now even in the Columbia Basin 
Trust Grant Program, which could be 
really integrated in our communities 
and be really interested in what our 
communities need, which is often for 
a for-profit business to be expanded or 
created, as well as to help those not-
for-profit projects that truly add to the 
fabric of the community. 

Hopefully this letter will help 
inspire the Columbia Basin Trust to 
rethink their grant mandate, and truly 

A comment on 
school closures

They say they have to close down 
one of our local schools because they 
need to shave $100,000 off the budget. 
Are they nuts? Anyone who sits 
down for a cup of coffee in Winlaw 
will see hordes of pre-schoolers 
roaming the place. Instead of closing 
schools they need to get ready now 
to accommodate a big increase in the 
school population.

How about this for a solution? 
It costs Canada more than $100,000 
a month to keep a military chopper 
in Afghanistan. If they ground one 
chopper for one month we can afford 
to keep our school open. That’s a 
good deal too. Little brown-skinned 
children over there won’t get blown 
away and our children over here can 
keep their school. That’s a no-brainer 
but who keeps electing these moral 
midgets who claim to be our leaders? 
Do we elect them? That great Russian 
patriot – Stalin – who it turns out was 
financed by the central bankers, used 
to say, “It doesn’t matter who votes. 
The only thing that matters is who 
counts the votes.”

Talking about shills, let’s take 
a good look at Harper, Campbell, 
Obama, etc. etc. Who is really pulling 
the strings behind the scenes on 
this earth? What the hell is Canada 
really doing in Afghanistan? Before 
America and Canada jumped in the 
locals had almost totally eradicated 
opium poppy cultivation but now 
Afghanistan is again the number one 
producer of heroin in the world. Can 
anyone seriously buy their story that 
Canada is in Afghanistan (or any of 
the oil pipelineistans) because of 9/11?

Let’s face the facts. The threatened 
school closures, the cutbacks to our 
medical care system, the high-finance 
games of three-card Monty is all about 
their G.O.D. – Guns, Oil and Drugs. 
Anyone who claims they have all the 
answers is most likely part of the scam. 
To again quote Stalin, “The best way 
to control the opposition is to lead it.” 

What can us sheeples do about it? 
All I can think of is to keep sensible, 
take responsibility for our own health, 
teach our children well the basics of 
love of family and love of neighbour 
and to keep our eye on eternal values. 
The basic prophesies of all the world 
religions – before they became 
McReligions – is that there is a day 
of reckoning to come. Like that great 
American hero George W. Bush used 
to say, “Bring it on!”

Peter D’adamo
Lemon Creek

In praise of 
small places…
especially small 
schools

Over the last couple of months 
Valley Voice has had the unfortunate 

task of reporting on the public 
consultations taking place in the Slocan 
Valley and Arrow Lakes with regard 
to the future of our small elementary 
public schools. As readers know, 
rural schools are the focus of rural 
communities and the two are symbiotic; 
both need each other, without one the 
other suffers. Having taught in schools 
ranging from 90 to 2,000 students I 
am clear that smaller schools are not 
ones that we should only read about 
in dusty museums, peering at a grainy 
black and white photograph, but ones 
that have a clearly defined role in  the 
21st Century. In these rural schools a 
student has precision teaching where 
the teacher has identified his or her 
learning needs and respects and revels 
in his or her personality, where students 
connect with the larger world with ever 
improving technology and where they 
firmly learn the value of community 
and citizenship.

In the March 10th edition of the 
Valley Voice it was incorrectly reported 
that Lucerne Elementary Secondary 
School was expecting to have less 
than 10 students in the secondary 
school from September 2011. School 
District 10’s figures that project up 
until the school year 2013-14 show 
that the whole school will hold steady 
at 75 students with 30 in the secondary 
school. Our public school that serves 
New Denver, Rosebery, Hills and 
Silverton is a wonderful environment 
where students consistently do very 
well in provincial assessments but 
also experience enrichment so that 
their learning has depth, purpose and 
meaning. As a public school we are 
governed by provincial requirements 
for our curriculum, our class sizes and 
the use of public money; however, 
with discussion and planning amongst 
parents, staff, our school trustee, school 
board and students we aim to create a 
school in which we offer the very best 
opportunities for our children so that 
they can take their place in the world. 

We are starting to look at the next 
school year and we are excited. If you 
have ideas about the direction the 
school can take in the year ahead, get 
in touch with myself or my colleagues, 
attend our PAC meetings on the first 
Tuesday of each month, or talk to 
Carol Bell, our school trustee. We are 
keen to hear from adults who have not 
graduated but may like to complete a 
course or two in the evenings with us, 
we would love to hear if there is more 
we can do to support children in home 
schooling and we are curious to know 
what parents think about the balance 
between learning through technology 
compared to learning with a teacher.

Lucerne School’s history is long 
and its future is bright.

Natasha Miles
Principal 

Get head out of 
the sand on cell 
phones

Chris Dawson writes in last Valley 
Voice that the anti-cell phone brigade 
needs to stick its collective head in 
the sand to avoid those nasty cell 
tower rays. Try plucking your own 
head out of the sand for a breather Mr. 

Dawson, and discover what you’ve 
been ducking. 

The fact is, this is a deadly serious 
subject for many of us who live here. 
It’s easy to make fun of it all when 
you are on the outside of it, but there 
are cover-ups going on with the 
telecommunications industry that 
make my blood boil.

Here’s an example. When cell 
phones were introduced in the US, the 
mobile phone industry pressured the 
FDA (Food and Drug Administration) 
to allow cells phones to be exempt 
from pre-market testing because the 
radiation they emitted didn’t cause 
heating to human tissue. Canada did 
the same.

The US Congress eventually 
held hearings demanding that the 
industry test their product for safety; 
they agreed, so long as cell phone 
marketing was not restricted while 
the research was being done. Motorola 
hired an independent scientist, Dr. 
George Carlo, to oversee the research 
with a 28.5 million dollar budget. 
He coordinated research with 200 
scientists and doctors from around the 
world, and several became key figures 
in the later anti-cell phone BioInitiative 
Report.

Dr. Carlo didn’t believe he was 
going to find any problem, but by 1999 
his peer scientists were well beyond 
hip-hip-hooraying about the obvious 
lack of heating effects. They were 
coming up with alarming results from 
testing at a biological level (genetic 
cell damage and mutation), finding 
definite links to brain cancer and cell 
phone use. He insisted on making his 
findings public, lost his position and 
was marginalized by industry funded 
media hype. (Cell Phones; Invisible 
Hazards in the Wireless Age, Dr. 
George Carlo.)

Dr. Carlo continues his work 
to this day, joined by scientists and 
doctors from many nations, showing  
the reports Health Canada relies on 
to be outdated, and as well compiling  
statistical analysis that shows a 
relationship between cell phones and 
their towers, to cancer victims. 

The worst and earliest effects 
are on children and teenagers, the 
most dangerous for those 6 years and 
younger. For that reason, many parents 
have united against the transmission 
tower because it is right beside a 
children’s playground.

What comes out of the cell phone 
you want to use also comes out of the 
tower 24/7. In 2008, 75% of 27,000 
Europeans polled believed cell towers 
were affecting their health. (They’ve 
had them around longer than North 
America.) 1,200 medical doctors in 
Europe have now signed onto the 
Freiburg Appeal, confirming that 
very belief. One of the demands the 
Freiburg Appeal makes to European 
politicians and public health authorities 
is: “A say on the part of local citizens 
and communities regarding the placing 
of antennae, which in a democracy, 
should be taken for granted.” That’s 
what we’re asking for, and we’re going 
to keep saying it long and loud until 
we’re finally heard.

Gene Parker, R.N.       
New Denver 

create a “legacy for the people” by 
giving local for-profit business owners 
a chance to be part of that legacy as 
well.

William Brown
Winlaw
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VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

CAMPSITE ATTENDANT
 May 1, 2010 – September 30, 2010

The Corporation of the Village of New Denver requires a 
Resident Park Manager for the municipal campground.  The 
Village of New Denver will supply campsite and radio telephone 
with the Resident Manager supplying firewood.  Remuneration 
will be at the rate of $8 per occupied site.  Applicant must be 
bondable.   

Please submit applications to the Village of New Denver, in 
person at 115 Slocan Avenue, by mail at PO Box 40, New 
Denver, BC, V0G 1S0, by fax at 250-358-7251, or by email 
at newdenver@netidea.com.  Closing date for applications is 
4:00 p.m. on Thursday April 8, 2010.  For particulars please 
contact the Village of New Denver Municipal Office at 358-2316, 
Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Duties:
	Ensure campers use designated campsites and obey 

rules
	Collect camping fees (cash or traveler’s cheques only) 

twice daily
	Cut, split and stack wood in firewood shed, and clean 

up woodshed area
	Keep campsites clean and tidy (including cutting grass 

and weeds in campsites)
	Collect money from showers
	Collect garbage and recyclables from campsite and 

park twice daily
	Clean washrooms and showers three times daily
	Maintain supplies in washrooms
	Provide basic tourist information
	Remit all funds collected to the Village Office every 

Monday morning

Supplied by Attendant
	 Chain saw
	 Axe
	 Lawn mower
	 Fuel and oil for chain saw and mower
	 Clippers (weed trimmer)
	 Firewood

Supplied by Village
	 Garbage bags
	 Receipt books
	 Cleaning supplies
	 Washroom supplies

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Village of New Denver is taking applications for a Temporary 
Labourer’s position.  The position will run from May 3, 2010 to 
October 1, 2010.  The position is for 35 hours per week at a 
pay rate of $15.00 per hour.  Duties include but are not limited 
to:  cemetery groundskeeping, park and garden maintenance, 
mowing boulevards, weed trimming and holiday relief for public 
works department.  Deadline for applications is Thursday, 
April 15, 2010 at 4:00 p.m.  Please submit applications to: 
Administrator Carol Gordon, Village of New Denver, PO Box 
40, New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0 or drop them off at the Village 
of New Denver Municipal Office at 115 Slocan Avenue, New 
Denver, BC.

Village of 
New Denver

Notice
The Village of New Denver is preparing to review and amend 
Bylaw 611, 2007 (Official Community Plan) and Bylaw 612, 
2007 (Zoning Bylaw), copies of which are available for inspec-
tion at the Village Office, weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m.  

In accordance with Section 879 of the Community Charter the 
Council of the Village of New Denver welcomes public input 
regarding issues that residents or property owners would like 
to see addressed in the Official Community Plan or Zoning 
Bylaw.  Please provide your written comments by mail to the 
Village of New Denver, PO Box 40, New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0, 
via email to newdenver@netidea.com, or in hard copy to the 
Village Office at 115 Slocan Avenue.  Deadline for submissions 
is 4:00 p.m. on Friday, April 16, 2010.

SLUGS SPECIAL 
OFFER – 2010 
MEMBERSHIP 

CARD
DUES:  $5 membership

minimum 15 hours per year

BENEFITS: 10% nursery 
discounts, 5 Horticultural 

Tours, local private gardens

TO ENROLL NOW:
Stan Wilson  358-2478

Bay Herrmann 358-7959

See article this issue for details

submitted
The SLUGS (a.k.a. Slocan Lake 

Garden Society) is launching a special 
offer – a new 2010 membership – in 
order to increase participation in the 
society and, of course, to help the Kohan 
Garden. Because regular maintenance 
at the Kohan, beyond current volunteer 
time, requires nearly $4,000 annually, 
the SLUGS are seeking to broaden 
community support.  

For the affordable fee of $5 and 

Slocan Lake Garden Society offers special tours, membership incentives
for a minimum of 15 hours per year of 
your time, you receive two irresistible 
benefits. You can, on the honour system, 
fulfill your hours by weekly labour at 
our spring and fall Kohan evening work 
parties, helping at our fundraising booth 
at Friday Market, Garden Fest or Garlic 
Fest, or participating in other fundraisers 
such as our Mother’s Day Art Draw.

Depending on your skills and 
interest, you can also contribute to our 
new Kohan Garden Guide project or 

propose an idea which supports our 
goals.

Here are the great benefits. With 
your new 2010 membership card in 
hand, you will receive valuable discounts 
at local nurseries (excluding sale items) 
and admission to monthly private 
horticulture tours of fabulous gardens 
in the area. These guided tours will be 
the equivalent of a horticultural course, 
for free.

Wi t h  y o u r  2 0 1 0  S L U G S 
membership card, Spicer Gardens of 
Nakusp and Four Seasons Greenhouse 
and Elderbee Greens of Winlaw will 
offer you a 10 percent discount on all 
stock. Georama in Nelson will give you 
a 10 percent discount on 4”, 5” and 1 
gallon perennials. Other nurseries may 
be added. Plan your purchases now.

The spring-fall monthly horticulture 
tours will include Ray Nikkel’s garden 
on Sunday, April 25, 2-5 pm, where Ray 
will show you landscape design, spring 
flowers, mulch for low maintenance, 
evergreens and shrubs. On July 22 at 
7:30 pm you will tour Kay Costley-
White’s clematis garden where you will 
see over ten varieties. A tour of Barry 
Stewart’s garden perched above Arrow 
Lake near Nakusp is also planned for 
a summer evening; here, Ray will 
focus on rock construction and Barry’s 
extensive plant collection. The dates of 
this and other tours will be determined 
soon. 2010 membership card holders 
will be notified. To secure your 2010 
membership soon – valid until February, 
2011 – contact Stan Wilson, 250-
358-2478 or sgorw@telus.net or Bay 
Herrmann, 250-358-7959. 

by Michael Dorsey
• Resident Susan Yurychuk 

appeared as a delegation, speaking about 
cell phone and tower radiation and the 
“substantial evidence” of their harmful 
effects on children. She presented a 
petition signed by 45 New Denver 
and area parents of about 75 children, 
asking Village administration to give 
Telus notice of enforcement of the 
OCP and zoning bylaws, which prevent 
the installation of cell equipment in 
the Village without the permission of 
council. 

The petition points out that the CBC 
tower, where the cell equipment will be 
installed, is very close to Centennial 
Park and the playground, beach and 
volleyball courts, all used regularly by 
children of all ages. “We are not willing 
to risk our children’s health for the sake 
of convenience,” states the petition.

Yurychuk commented on the new 
Swedish study results showing damage 
to fetuses in utero. She also showed 
illustrations of the comparative effect 
of cell radiation on an adult, a 10-year-
old and a 5-year-old, noting that the 
radiation penetrates much more deeply 
into children’s brains due to their softer 
skull tissue.

Yurychuk asked council to maintain 
an active role in residents’ protection, 
and asked the Village to send the 

New Denver council, March 9: Cell phone petition to be sent to Telus
petition to Telus, the premier, Human 
Rights, the prime minister, and Industry 
Canada. Mayor Wright asked Yurychuk 
if the petitioners had considered sending 
the petition to those groups, and her 
response was that council had more 
power to act. 

She commented that the group felt 
the health of children was the highest 
priority, not the monetary interests 
involved. Council re-confirmed its 
opposition stance on cell towers.

Later in the meeting, council passed 
a motion that the petition be forwarded 
to Telus at the request of members of the 
community, as council stands opposed to 
the activation of the cell tower following 
the referendum held in 2008.

• Council received a letter from a 
resident with concerns about locating 
the seniors and disabled housing 
development on the property near the 
community health centre. The resident 
also expressed concern about brown 
sludge on the beach in front of the 
Pavilion and health centre. Mayor 
Wright noted that IHA would be the 
government agency to investigate the 
sludge issue. Administrator Gordon 
advised there would be a public process 
on the housing project, which will be 
initiated by the application to re-zone 
the property. That application has not 
yet been received. Council directed 

staff to reply to the resident and clarify 
the issues.

• Councillor Murphy referred to 
the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society’s 
letter to the Minister of Environment, 
requesting the restoration of funding 
for park rangers in Valhalla Park, and 
moved that the Village write a similar 
letter with copies to SLSS and the MLA. 
Council agreed.

• Councillor Murphy reported on 
the March 9 meeting on the ‘subregional 
strategy for economic development,’ 
with reps from the Villages of New 
Denver, Silverton, and Slocan, and the 
BC Rural Secretariat. Two projects 
were identified: a common marketing 
strategy or branding exercise for the 
subregion, and the construction of a 
Viking longboat as a tourism attraction 
and a means of transportation between 
the lake communities. He also reported 
that he put forward the idea of the Slocan 
Lake subregion appropriating Valhalla 
Park, but sadly it was not chosen as an 
action item.

• Councillor Murphy reported that 
New Denver’s Age-Friendly Assessment 
report will be used by the committee that 

is investigating seniors’ issues as part of 
the Healthy Housing Society’s ‘building 
a healthy economy’ project. 

• The Public Affairs Committee will 
meet to discuss the fire services budget 
for next year. Mayor Wright noted that 
Area H will be moderately taxed this year 
for the service, with revenue designated 
for equipment purchased and volunteer 
stipends. Wright noted that New Denver 
is committed to purchasing, by 2015, a 
new pumper vehicle. New Denver will 
make the purchase, with Silverton and 
Area H paying in at a later date.

• Mayor Wright informed council 
that RDCK expects to finalize its budget 
at its March 25 meeting, and reported 
on what it means for New Denver. 
In the draft budget, the total RDCK 
tax requisition from New Denver has 
increased by 7.5% to $68,509 this year, 
up from $63,671 last year. Furthermore, 
New Denver property assessments 
rose sharply this year, by 15% overall. 
Because taxes and assessments have 
both gone up, New Denver residents 
can certainly expect to pay more RDCK 
taxes this year. The 2010 tax rate in 
the draft budget is 0.855 per $1,000 of 

assessment value, down from 0.918 per 
$1,000 last year.

Wright also noted that New Denver 
will receive approximately $10,000 from 
the RDCK Community Development 
Fund for the third year in a row. This fund 
was created with BC Hydro grants-in-
lieu-of-taxes money, pooled by RDCK 
directors.

• Council will request 2010 
Community Development Funds 
of $9,660.76 from RDCK, for 
improvements to Centennial Park and 
municipal economic development 
initiatives.

• Mayor Wright reported that the 
Slocan Valley Economic Development 
Commission (SVEDC) agreed to fund 
the purchase of software for the Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce, to 
facilitate the publishing of brochures. 
Wright noted as well that SVEDC will 
continue to help establish a Community 
Foundation, and that the proposed 
mapping fee from RDCK Building 
Inspection Services was still in abeyance.

• Council agreed to provide a letter 
of support to the Valhalla Wilderness 
Society Bear Aware program for 2010.
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NOTICE
VILLAGE OF 

NEW DENVER 

ARBOR DAY
The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbor Day on 

Monday, April 19, 2010. We will pick up all yard 
and pruning waste that is placed at the 

curb by 8 a.m.  Please ensure that all 
branches are bundled and tied and all 

garden refuse (leaves, etc.) is bagged.  
Absolutely no household garbage or 

construction material will be picked up.  
Thank you for your cooperation.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

 The Corporation of the Village of Silverton 
P.O. Box 14, 421 Lake Avenue 
Silverton, British Columbia V0G 2B0 
Phone: 250/358-2472 Fax: 250/358-2321 
Email: cao@silverton.ca

VILLAGE OF SILVERTON 
MUNICIPAL CAMPGROUND ATTENTANT 

The Corporation of the Village of Silverton requires a Campground Attendant. 
The seasonal contract shall be from May 15 to September 30, 2010 
Remuneration is to be a 50/50 split between the Contractor and the Village of 
Silverton. 
Duties of the Attendant(s): 

• Assist with pre-seasoning opening and post-season closing of Campground 
• Ensure that campers use the designated campsites 
• Collect camping fees at least twice daily 
• Prepare for garbage disposal 
• Maintain fire pits and campsite area 
• Clean washrooms and replenish supplies 
• Provide basic tourist information 
• Keep accurate campground log and receipt book 
• Other related duties that will be assigned from time to time 

For detailed responsibilities and duties; contact the Village Office at 250-358-2472. 

Interested person should submit a resume by 4:00 PM, Thursday, April 08, 2010 to: 
The Village of Silverton 

421 Lake Avenue 
PO Box 14 

Silverton, BC V0G 2B0 

While we greatly appreciate all the replies we receive, regretfully only those selected for an 
interview will be contacted. 

                           REGIONAL DISTRICT 
                                                OF 

CENTRAL KOOTENAY

DEPUTY CORPORATE OFFICER
(Full-Time Permanent)

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: working in a confidential environment, 
provides varied and complex administrative and clerical support to the 
Board of Directors and the Chief Administrative Officer, and the West 
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital District under limited direction; 
responsibility for the maintenance of the District minute books and 
bylaws; coordinating the appearance of delegations, schedules/re-
schedules meetings and makes all related arrangements. This position 
also acts as Deputy Chief Election Officer for local government elections 
and other voting opportunities.

QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE: Completion of Grade 12 supplemented 
by completion of a certificate program in office or business 
administration, plus 5 years related experience, preferably in local 
government; strong communication and interpersonal skills, specifically 
related to working with the public, elected officials and staff; superior 
working knowledge of Microsoft Office Suite computer programs. The 
ability to work flexible hours is essential as this full-time position, is 
required for occasional evening and weekend meetings. The position 
offers an attractive wage and benefit package and municipal pension 
plan.

A detailed Job Posting and Job Description are available on the 
RDCK website at www.rdck.bc.ca

If you are interested in this challenging opportunity with a pro-
gressive local government, please forward your covering letter 
and resume in confidence no later than 4:00 pm, Friday, April 16, 
2010 to:

Dawn Attorp, General Manager of Corporate Administration
Regional District of Central Kootenay
Box 590 – 202 Lakeside Drive
Nelson, BC V1L 5R4
Phone: 250-352-8167 Toll Free: 1-800-268-7325
Resumes may also be sent by fax to 250-352-9300 or by e-mail to 
dattorp@rdck.bc.ca

The Regional District of Central Kootenay is an equal opportunity 
employer. We thank all applicants for their submissions, however, only 
those candidates to be interviewed will receive a response.

by Laura J. Craig
• Council decided to table the OCP 

and zoning bylaw amendments that 
would create a multi-family residential 
zone and re-zone the hotel property 
to multi-family residential. This re-
zoning is necessary for Slocan Holdings 
Ltd. to proceed with its condominium 
development on the hotel property. The 
bylaws have been given two readings. 
Once staff receives a development permit 
application from Slocan Holdings, staff 
will prepare a report for council and a 
new public hearing will be set.

• Following up on the abandoned 
trailers in town, staff reported that 
unregistered letters were sent to the 
owners on February 17, asking them 
to attend to the repair of the structures. 

Slocan council, March 8: OCP and Land Use Bylaw Amendments tabled
No attempts had been made to do so. 
Council directed staff to secure the trailer 
that has the electricity on, have it boarded 
up, and bill the homeowner. A registered 
letter will be sent to the owner of the 
other trailer, who will be given 10 days 
to respond. These actions are in keeping 
with Slocan’s Unsightly Premises Bylaw 
and the Community Charter.

• Council authorized the CAO to 
apply for any grants this year that would 
benefit the interests of the Village of 
Slocan.

• An email from a resident suggests 
that council consider allowing “a few 
hens per family and thus supporting local 
agriculture and food security.” This was 
referred to the OCP review.

• Council received a proposal from 

two residents to lease a vacant Village-
owned lot with water service “to put in 
a large, ecofriendly, produce garden.” 
They plan to sell the produce to the 
community in a small farmers’ market 
format, and to donate 10% of their crop 
to the local food bank. Council will set 
up a meeting with the residents.

• Council received a proposal for 
music facilitation at the Slocan Sunday 
Market from Terry B. Moore, requesting 
$100 per week for the 12 weeks. Council 
decided to write to Moore, encouraging 
him to apply for CBT Community 
Initiatives funding for his project, and 
inviting him to meet with council to 
discuss it further. 

• Public Works Supervisor Tim Hill 
reported that the 8’x10’ storage shed at 

the RV Park has been built, GFI outlets in 
the RV site hook ups are being installed, 
and hiking trails are being cleared of 
fallen trees. April 12-16 will be Clean 
Up Week; no garbage is to be set out 
on Friday, April 17. The crew has also 
cleared the trees in the power line right-
of-way into the water plant.

• Council agreed to invite the School 
District 8 board of education and Area 
H Director Walter Popoff to meet with 
council.

• Councillor Elliott reported on a 
workshop done with the youth as part 
of the Sustainability Plan project. The 
kids created posters on how they would 
like to see Slocan in 5-10 years. Some of 
their ideas included extending the beach 
and having more shopping opportunities.

• Council approved the library 
committee’s recommendation to move to 
an annual membership fee in October of 

2010 with consideration given for family 
rates. Also, council will write a letter to 
Innes Cooper, accepting his collection 
of historical photos and memorabilia of 
Slocan and area.

• Councillor Jessica Lunn reported 
that two events have been scheduled at 
the skatepark this year. On April 10, a 
celebration of community assets will 
include the skatepark. BC Skateboarding 
will attend and there will be demos and 
festivities. On July 24, there will be a 
follow-up to last year’s grand opening. 
Council voted to ask Joanne Ellis to 
contact staff before she finalizes plans.

submitted
Para-Nordic skier Brian McKeever 

became the first Canadian Paralympic 
champion on home soil as he won the 
race for the men’s 20-kilometre free/
visually impaired category with a time 
of 51:14.7 alongside his guide and 
brother, Robin, at Whistler Paralympic 
Park. The gold is McKeever’s fifth of 
his illustrious career and eighth medal 
overall.

“This feels absolutely awesome,” 
said Brian. “This has been eight years in 
the making and the one we wanted. We 
were inspired by Colette’s (Bourgonje) 
performance yesterday. We wanted her to 
win gold, but she gave us the inspiration 
to go out and win today.”

McKeever, whose family owns a 
summer home in Rosebery (just north 
of New Denver), seems to make history 
every time he puts on skis. In addition to 
the first Paralympic gold for a Canadian 
on home soil, the 30-year-old became the 
first winter athlete to qualify for both the 
Olympic and Paralympic team.

Brian McKeever wins gold at Paralympics 
“That was a lot harder than 

expected,” said Robin. “But we worked 
extremely hard and got the victory. We 
haven’t been extremely healthy but we 
had a good pace and Brian skied great. 
That was a great team effort and I am 
really proud to be Canadian and to do this 
in front of all of our friends and family.”

“Brian and Robin inspire our 
country and embody the Paralympic 

spirit,” said Blair McIntosh, chef de 
mission, Team Canada. “We have seen 
numerous outstanding performances 
already during these Games and now 
today, we stand together proud of our 
golden boys.”

Earlier this week, McKeever 
finished sixth in the men’s 3-kilometre 
pursuit and will be competing in four 
more events at these Games.

submitted
Do you sing in the shower or dance 

and rock out in the living room? Have 
you secretly wanted to be on the stage 
or theatre? Everyone has hidden talent, 
what is yours? Or maybe you just have 
stage fright? For an opportunity to step 
out and share your desire to perform, 
sign up with the Silverton Gallery 
Coming Out of the Closet Performance 
Coffeehouse Saturday, April 17, doors 
open at 7 pm. 

If you took piano, dance or other 
lessons as a child, but have lacked the 
confidence to perform publicly, this 

Coming Out of the Closet Performance Coffeehouse
coffeehouse is for you. Songs, dance, 
poetry, stand-up comedy, anything 
creative qualifies, provided it’s in good 
taste. If you are a performer who is known 
for one genre or instrument and want to 
debut in another style or combination 
of instruments, we welcome that too. 
Collaborations with other closeted 
performers are encouraged. The event 
is open to young and old alike. 

Do something solo, find a friend 
or partner to perform with and register 
with the gallery by April 14. For more 
information contact Sue Mistretta at 250-
358-2167 or soulgarden@redmtn.ca. 
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

Jacob Butt, on behalf 
of Bergevin Electrical 
Inc. is now taking jobs 

in the New Denver, 
Nakusp and Slocan 

Valley Area.

Please call 250-358-
2479 or 250-505-6182 
and leave a message

Free Estimates.
Certified, Licenced, 

And Insured

Wassabi Collective on track to play at the Slocan Legion Saturday, April 10th 
from 6-10 pm.

New Home for Sale!

by Jan McMurray
• Council approved an advertisement 

for the Memorial Hall Manager contract. 
Previously, the Village had put out 
a Request for Proposals, looking for 
individuals or groups to propose a 
management model for the hall. Since 
then, council has decided that the Village 
will retain control of the hall and contract 
a manager to do designated tasks.

• A resident has asked that the 
Village plant two trees on the boulevard 
in front of his property. He is willing to 
cover all the costs associated with the 
planting. Council discussed this request 
and the boulevard bylaw, which states 

that the Village, not individuals, can plant 
trees on the boulevards. 

Councillor Main said that one of the 
reasons that trees on the boulevards are 
not favoured is that there is infrastructure 
buried under the boulevards. Mayor 
Everett said one of the reasons council 
instigated the boulevard bylaw was that 
the Village has had to “rip out what was 
planted by previous owners. Ultimately, 
the Village is responsible for whatever is 
on the boulevard at the end of the day.” 

Councillor Barber suggested that 
a committee be formed to look at this 
particular request. Councillor Barber, 
Councillor Main and Mayor Everett 

volunteered to be committee members. 
They will report back to the next meeting.

• Mayor Everett reported that the 
campground washroom project should 
be substantially complete by the end of 
the month. He said they had decided to 
install tankless toilets to save water, and 
that the coin operated mechanisms for 
the showers had arrived.

The new arena roof project is 
halfway completed.

• Mayor Everett reported that 
council was working on the OCP with 
the help of Ramona Mattix of the RDCK. 
Council hopes to host a public meeting 
on the OCP in late April or early May.

• Council agreed to make available 
some of the surplus lumber from the 
arena roof project to the Silverton 
Historical Society for the Vintage 
Fire Service Display at the Fingland 

Cabin area. The historical society will 
make a donation for the materials as a 
contribution towards further upgrades 
at the arena.

• Councillor Johnson reported on the 
meeting with Ministry of Transportation 
representatives on March 2. They have 
done a traffic study in Silverton and will 
report back on the results.

Councillor Barber asked about a 
paved shoulder between New Denver 
and Silverton. Johnson said MoT reps 
were willing to look at this, but it will 
be done piecemeal, on top of other 
projects. Barber replied that this had 
been the same story from MoT for many 
years. Councillor Main added that at the 
meeting, MoT reps made promises to 
fix the problem of huge puddles on the 
highway bridge walkway.

• Councillor Barber asked about 
the increase in RDCK taxes. Councillor 
Bell and Councillor Johnson, who 
attend RDCK meetings on behalf of 
Silverton, explained that one of the 
big reasons for the increase is the new 
position of regional fire chief. Bell 
said that the RDCK was trying to 
deliver services with very little money. 
Johnson also said that the sharp rise in 
property assessments in Silverton this 
year (18.7% overall increase over last 
year’s assessment) will make Silverton 
residents’ RDCK taxes proportionately 
higher than other RDCK residents. 
Assessments did not rise as sharply in 
most other RDCK communities.

• Councillor Bell reported that she 
had attended a meeting in Slocan on 
the subregional strategy for economic 
development, involving Slocan, New 
Denver and Silverton. The group came 
up with several ideas for projects the 

three municipalities and surrounding 
rural area could do together. The top 
two ideas were to build a Viking long 
boat as a tourist attraction and means 
of transportation on Slocan Lake, and 
to participate in a branding exercise for 
the subregion. Silverton Councillor Ross 
Johnson is taking the lead on the Viking 
long boat project, and Slocan Councillor 
Hillary Elliott is taking the lead on the 
branding exercise.

• Councillor Main reported that 
there is a lot of interest in the educational 
centre project that came out of the 
‘Building a Healthy Economy in the 
North Slocan Valley’ project of the 
Healthy Housing Society. She said the 
first meeting on this project will likely 
be scheduled in early April.

• CAO Ida reported that the Facilities 
and Recreation Committee of council 
will meet on the last Monday of every 
month at 4 pm. She also reported that 
the grads are happy to work in trade for 
the use of Silverton Hall, and a plan for 
the students is in the works.

• Council agreed to provide a letter 
of support to the Valhalla Wilderness 
Society for its Bear Smart Program. The 
program is seeking funds from the BC 
Conservation Foundation for this year’s 
operations. VWS also provided council 
with a report on last year’s Bear Smart 
program activities.

• The floor at Silverton Memorial 
Hall will be finished with two more coats 
of oil for a total of about $3,000.

• Councillors Johnson and Main 
will attend the Association of Kootenay 
Boundary Local Governments 
convention in April in Castlegar. Up 
to $1,500 was authorized for their 
registration and expenses.

Silverton council, March 16: Village seeks Memorial Hall Manager contract

submitted
The British Columbia  Interior 

Arabian Horse Association will present 
the fourth annual West Kootenay All 
Breed Community Horse Show from 
June 26-27,  at the Pass Creek exhibition 
grounds. 

The show offers a range of classes 
with an increase in the number of entries, 
both Arabian and non-Arabian. Awards 
include, but are not limited to Hi-
Point Adult Arabian, Hi-Point Adult 
Non-Arabian, Hi-Point Youth Arabian, 
Hi-Point Youth Non-Arabian, HCBC 
Sportsmanship Award, Invite A Friend 
Draw and Be The First to Submit Entries 
Award.  It’s all thanks to the imagination 

West Kootenay horse show coming to Pass Creek
of master organizer, Dr. Colleen Kramer.  

Also, there is a ‘Shopping Form’ of 
prize giving. Winners up to third place 
in some classes and up to sixth place 
in other classes receive a playing card 
with the prize ribbon. You then get to 
take your playing card to the show store 
and pick your choice of prize from the 
vast array, both donated and purchased 
for the winners. This is a great way of 
‘shopping’ for just the right prize. Past 
prizes have ranged from horsey stuff, 
tack, memorabilia and treats to books, 
bags, dog gifts, etc.   

For more information or to register 
your entry contact Holley Campbell at 
1-250-362-9065 or jasperv@telus.net.

www.century21.ca/shirley.kosiancic
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Music Special Orders Welcome
Now Open Sunday

Your Best Source for Used 
Books and New and Used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. Nelson 354-4722

COMMUNITY

by Art Joyce
This April the BC government 

may re-open the trophy hunt of 
bears in the celebrated Great Bear 
Rainforest, potentially making the 
Kermode or ‘Spirit Bear’ one of its 
targets. Conservation photographer 
Andy Wright has conceived a ‘visual 
petition’ in book form to try to prevent 
the grizzly hunt. Signatures are being 
collected online and will be published in 
the book, titled Faltering Light. Wright 
is just one of many conservationists and 
NGOs who are campaigning to stop the 
hunt, including BC-based Pacific Wild.

“I’m passionate about conservation, 
so this is my way of doing something,” 
says Wright, an engineer by trade.  

Wright’s glossy high quality coffee 
table book will feature essays from 
leading conservationists, including 
Simon Jackson and local bear biologist 
Wayne McCrory, who has studied 
Kermode bears for 20 years. The book 
will include sepia-toned grizzly, black 
and Spirit Bear photographs and an 
open letter to the BC government 
requesting that trophy hunting of bears 
is stopped. Wright and some of the 

Faltering Light visual petition seeks end to grizzly trophy hunt
book’s patrons will be printing enough 
advance copies to ensure that Premier 
Gordon Campbell, Environment 
Minister Barry Penner and all BC 
cabinet members receive copies. Copies 
of the book will also be presented to 
BC libraries and the Vancouver City 
Hall archives as a permanent record 
of every signing individual’s historic 
contribution. Wright hopes to gather 
10,000 signatures for the book – already 
5,000 have signed on. 

“I’m hoping to sit down with some 
of the government ministers for a quiet 
one-on-one discussion prior to a full-
blown media campaign,” says Wright. 
“It’s a very polarized situation between 
those who want the trophy hunt and 
those who want it stopped. So it needs 
someone to sit between them and 
moderate the discussion.” 

Premier Campbell overturned a 
moratorium in 2001 on the trophy 
hunting of grizzly bears. Since then, 
over 2,000 grizzly bears have been 
killed for sport in BC, says Pacific Wild. 
The future of the white Kermode or 
Spirit Bear is being put at risk because 
black bears that carry the Spirit Bear’s 

white fur gene are fair game for trophy 
hunters. Yet trophy hunting is allowed in 
over 98 percent of the animal’s genetic 
range. The genetically distinct Haida 
black bear and the grizzly bear are listed 
as Species of Special Concern by the 
Canadian federal government.

“The Spirit Bear is a beautiful 
representative of evolution and we 
should not be tinkering with nature by 
allowing black Kermodes to be shot 
only to be hung on people’s walls. This 
is an archaic and shallow blood sport,” 
says McCrory. 

A 2009 Ipsos-Reid poll showed that 
nearly 80 percent of British Columbians 
are opposed to the trophy hunt of bears. 
The hunt also threatens tourism-based 
bear viewing operations, which generate 
considerably more revenue in BC than 
bear hunting. Coastal First Nations are 
opposed to the trophy hunt of bears 
in their traditional territories. Kitasoo-
Xai’xais bear viewing guide Doug 
Neasloss is currently in Vancouver 
promoting bear viewing as an industry 
for his community. 

Coinciding with a public education 
ad campaign, supported by over 20 

million people from 40 countries, 
conservationists have released a map 
showing that less than two percent of 
the white Kermode or Spirit Bear range 
actually protects the bears from trophy 
hunting in BC. Liz Barratt-Brown, an 
attorney with the US-based Natural 
Resources Defense Council, is urging 
the BC government to end the trophy 
hunt. Rebecca Aldworth of Humane 
Society International/Canada said the 
global campaign to end the trophy 

hunting of bears in Canada’s Great Bear 
Rainforest “will continue to escalate 
until they are protected.”

To download recent ads and a 
map of the current black Kermode 
hunting area visit www.pacificwild.
org or contact Wayne McCrory at 
250-358-7796. To sign the petition for 
Faltering Light, visit www.gopetition.
com/petitions/trophyhunt.html. To see 
more of Wright’s work in conservation 
photography visit www.cold-coast.com.  

This exquisite image of grizzly bears was captured by photographer Andy 
Wright, who is launching the book Faltering Light to stop the grizzly hunt in BC. 

by Cedra Eichenauer
Ted and Marion Outerbridge shared 

their magic with Nakusp on Tuesday, 
March 16. Ted, born in Montreal, 
became interested in magic at a very 
young age, and was performing at 
neighbourhood birthday parties by the 
age of 12. Since then, Ted has done 
consulting for Cirque du Soleil, appeared 
at Just for Laughs, and worked on 
various television programs, including 
his own special, as well as touring in 
Germany.

Marion was born in Germany, and 
trained extensively in dance, including 
in the Netherlands and Russia. She first 
came to Canada in 1993, returning later 
to work on stage in Europe. She has 
also appeared in several feature films. 
In 1999, she came back to Canada, and 
joined Ted’s magic show.

Magical Moments in Time thrilled 
the full house at the arena auditorium. 
All ages were in attendance, and Ted 
drew on the audience to help him with 
his performance. 

The curtain opened to a large alarm 

Magic show enthrals Nakusp audience
clock, part of a vanishing act to get us 
in the mood. Marion danced through 
her role in several acts of various kinds, 
with many costume changes along the 
way. She climbed into a television, 
which Ted proceeded to fill with boxes. 
When the boxes were removed, the space 
was empty. When Marion did finally 
return, she was dressed for the beach 
she had apparently been visiting in the 
TV commercial. In a setting of several 
hundred years ago, she climbed into a 
large basket, which was then skewered 
by several swords, emerging not only 
unharmed, but in a different dress. 

In between, Ted performed many 
other unbelievable feats, including 
accurate prediction, a couple of rope 
tricks, and an act including Zelda the 
psychic chicken, who was shot from 
a cannon back into her covered cage 
before our very eyes.

One trick Ted performed involved 
borrowing three gold rings from audience 
members. These were swirled in a large 
glass, and retrieved fully linked to each 
other (this was checked by the owners 

of the rings). They were eventually 
separated and returned unharmed. 
Another act was set in a restaurant, and 
Marion was levitated off the table. The 
table was then removed and Ted passed 
his scarf all the way around her to prove 
that there were no invisible ropes or 
supports. 

The feat that most gripped us was 
probably when Marion was cut in half. 
Volunteers from the audience attached 
strong leather straps to her ankles and 
neck, which pinned her to the table. She 
was then covered, cut in half, each half 
speared through its centre with a sword, 
and the two halves of the table separated. 
Much to our relief, she was unharmed 
when all the blades had been removed 
and the halves rejoined.

The final trick of the evening 
involved breaking a length of thread 
into small pieces, and then somehow 
pulling it all out into one piece again. By 
then many of the children in the audience 
were standing pressed to the front of 
the stage, enthralled. The applause was 
thunderous.

submitted
As of March 14, popular Winlaw 

eatery Cedar Creek Café is burning non-
GMO waste vegetable oil (WVO) in its 

Cedar Creek Café introduces biodiesel delivery truck 
errand and delivery vehicle.

The 2004 Dodge Ram 2500 diesel, 
formerly run on locally made biodiesel 
and fossil fuel diesel, is now a dual-

mode hybrid, thanks to the addition 
of an on-board waste oil tank and a 
heating/filtering fuel system capable of 
refining waste fryer grease into useable 
fuel. Believed to be the first conversion 
in Canada of a Dodge diesel meeting 
Tier-3 emissions standards, the truck 
has environmentalists and auto techs 
following the viability and reliability of 
the system.

This ’04 Dodge, with its Cummins 
high pressure common rail fuel injection 
system, is a great test of the WVO 
hybrid system, as the truck requires a 
large volume of oil to be hot filtered to 
one micron, and remain hot and fluid 
while it moves through the fuel injection 
pump and common rail line prior to fuel 
injection and combustion. Contaminated 
fuel or sluggish fuel delivery will lead 
to loss of performance and potentially 
engine failure – issues that system 
installer Geoff Hill of Switchover.ca has 
taken meticulous steps to address.

Parts were sourced from Plantdrive.

ca, run by Canadian waste oil fuel 
pioneer Edward Beggs of Salmon 
Arm. The installation, while not overly 
complicated for the mechanically 
inclined, requires about 50 focused 
work hours to complete.

Fossil diesel or biodiesel fuel in the 
regular fuel tank powers the engine until 
the coolant-driven system heats up the 
vegetable oil lines to 50 degrees C. A 
small switch under the dash activates the 
veggie-fuel mode, which only engages 
once proper flow of the filtered oil can 
be achieved. A supplemental fuel pump, 
heat exchanger, heated fuel filter, and 
inline heater, plus controls and selector 
valves make up the rest of the system. 

Paul and Clare Kelly, owners 
of Cedar Creek Café and long-time 

promoters of organic and non-genetically 
modified (GM) foods, are especially 
proud that they have been able to give 
their fryer’s costly non-GM sunflower oil 
a second life. In order to offer non-GM 
French fries to their patrons, the Kellys 
happily shell out for sunflower oil at 
triple the price of the nearly universally 
used GM canola fryer oil. Judging 
by the lineups for breakfast and live 
music nights, their patrons appreciate 
the gesture.

The Kellys had formerly given away 
the restaurant’s waste oil to a biodiesel 
processor and bought back refined 
biodiesel for one dollar per litre. Given 
these economics, they are expecting a 
payback period of less than one year on 
the fuel system.

Cedar Creek Café in Winlaw recently converted its delivery vehicle to burn 
vegetable oil used in the kitchen’s fryers. Restaurant operators Paul and Clare 

Kelly use only non-GMO, Canadian-sourced sunflower oil. 

submitted
The Winlaw Watershed Committee, 

which hosts the Winlaw Water Festival, 
has put out a call for contributors to 
its silent auction. The festival, now 
in its seventh year, will be held May 
1, noon to midnight, at the Cedar 
Creek Café. Proceeds from the festival 
auction support the committee’s ongoing 
watershed stewardship projects and 
activities. The festival is an annual 
celebration of local music, arts and water.  

The Watershed Committee, which 
has been active for almost two decades, 
has overseen the monitoring of Winlaw 
Creek for the past 11 years. Winlaw 
Creek serves local businesses, including 
two cafes, the gas station and the fire 
department, as well as local residents 
and farmers. Committee President Phil 

Winlaw May Day calling for silent auction items
Larstone said that the data the group 
has collected is scientifically viable. “It 
could be used as a baseline for looking 
at water cycles throughout the valley 
and the whole region,” he said. “We 
can see how the stream is responding to 
environmental changes from the climate, 
human activity, etc.” 

Past donations to the auction have 
included crafts, arts, products and gift 
certificates for services from Kootenay 
business owners and individuals. “People 
donate to the auction because they have 
a respect for and want to express their 
care for the water that sustains us and our 
communities,” Larstone said.

To donate to the silent auction 
and support the Winlaw Watershed 
Committee, contact Suzanne Schroyen 
at imix@netidea.com or 250-226-7810. 
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Local artists Sabine Burmeister and Gillian Redwood present ‘The Art of Seeing,’ an exhibit 
about energy and its transformations, at Halcyon Hot Springs and the Broadway Gallery in April.

by Jan McMurray
‘The Art of Seeing,’ an art exhibit 

about energy and its transformations, will 
be on display at Halcyon Hot Springs 
(in the conference room April 10-17) 
and at the Broadway Gallery (next to 
Little Mountain Outdoor Gear) April 
20-24. Local artists Gillian Redwood 
and Sabine Burmeister have come 
together to feature their paintings, and 
local musicians Caelen Starblanket 
LaRocque and Paul Kelly will perform 
at the Halcyon opening April 11 and at 
the Broadway opening April 20.

Energy is a big part of both these 
artists’ work. Burmeister paints patterns 
of energy in her landscapes, and 
Redwood’s style is to paint the energy 
lines, rather than the shape, of her 
subject.

This show will be Burmeister’s first, 
and Redwood’s first since moving to 
Nakusp a year and a half ago. 

Originally from the UK, Redwood 
received her Arts degree in 1969 and is 
an accomplished artist.

Redwood’s paintings for this exhibit 
are a coming together of sketches she has 
done of Arrow Lakes landscapes and life 

Arrow Lakes artists present The Art of Seeing
drawings she did during an intensive 
six-month course at St. Ives School of 
Arts in the UK. 

“I matched the figures with the 
landscapes by responding to the energy 
of the drawings,” she explains. The 
figures in the paintings are transparent, 
with the landscapes showing through. 
Redwood says this represents the idea 
that everything is actually transparent 
energy, although we choose to see certain 
patterns of energy as objects.

Burmeister has recently begun 
painting again after a long break because 
“the duties of life distracted me.” 

Most of the pieces she will show are 
Kootenay landscapes. “I love colours and 
the Kootenays are so inspiring because of 
the beautiful, flowing colours,” she says.

Redwood describes the opening 
event as “a breakthrough in the 
presentation of artwork. It is a combined 
evening of art and music where the artists 
will be giving a personal and guided 
presentation of their work, followed 
by a concert. It’s a way for musicians 
and artists to collaborate and provide a 
lively and interactive way to appreciate 
art,” she said.

Join Nakusp Secondary School’s Interact Club students on Saturday, March 27 for a spaghetti dinner fundraiser at the 
Nakusp Legion Hall. Proceeds will go to War Child Canada, an organization working to assist children affected by war. The 
Interact Club is involved in a variety of volunteer programs, including the sponsorship of two Honduran children. Tickets for 
the dinner are available at the Nakusp Secondary School office, $10 for adults, and $6 for seniors and children under 10.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

                           REGIONAL DISTRICT 
                                                    OF 

CENTRAL KOOTENAY

LEGISLATIVE AND COMMITTEE COORDINATOR
(Full-Time Permanent)

RESPONSIBILITES INCLUDE: working in a confidential environment, 
is assistant to, and back up for, the Deputy Corporate Officer in 
providing all facets of the administrative and clerical duties for the 
Administration Department of the District and specifically responsible 
for providing and coordinating secretarial and administrative support 
for standing Committees of the Board.

QUALIFICATIONS INCLUDE: demonstrated ability to work 
independently with little supervision and to exercise initiative, to perform 
detailed work with accuracy and within tight timelines, to work as a 
team member with a positive attitude, a thorough working knowledge 
of business English, office practices and procedures; strong verbal 
and written communication skills; demonstrated skills in taking and 
transcribing dictation with a high degree of accuracy combined with 
the ability to type rapidly and accurately at a minimum of 55 WPM; 
advanced computer skills including word processing skills and a high 
level of proficiency using Microsoft Office Suite of programs.

A detailed Job Posting and Job Description are available on the 
RDCK website at www.rdck.bc.ca

Applications, including a covering letter and resume, will be 
received in confidence by the undersigned by mail, by fax at 
250-352-9300 or by email to: dattorp@rdck.bc.ca until 4:00 p.m. 
on Friday, April 16, 2010.

The Regional District of Central Kootenay is an equal opportunity 
employer. We thank all applicants for their submissions, however, only 
those candidates to be interviewed will receive a response.

Dawn Attorp, General Manager of Corporate Administration
Regional District of Central Kootenay
Box 590, 202 Lakeside Drive, Nelson, B.C. V1L 5R4
Phone: (250) 352-8167 FAX: (250) 352-9300
Toll Free: 1-800-268-7325

by Art Joyce 
Is your local economy a leaky 

bucket? That’s the question Slocan 
City residents were asked to ponder 
at the second in a series of sustainable 
community economic planning meetings 
at WE Graham school March 10. 
Residents were invited by Sustainability 
Solutions Group consultants to determine 
where money enters the local economy, 
where that money leaks out and how it 

Slocan sustainable community planning discusses economic leaks
can be directed back in. 

Working groups at the meeting 
brainstormed sources of economic 
inflow to the community to counter 
these leaks. These included assets 
such as Slocan’s natural features, 
community events such as Logger 
Sports and the Hallowe’en Hoot, home-
based businesses and artisans, tourism 
and recreation, forestry, farming, and 
diversifying local businesses. Services 
that create inflow to the economy include 
pension income, school programs, 
grant funding, etc. Some suggested 
creating the best possible local stores 
and restaurants so that people don’t feel 

the need to go to Nelson or elsewhere. 
Sources of leaking from the local 

economy include big box stores, specialty 
shopping, tourism and recreation meccas 
(Cancun, etc.), medical appointments, 
working away from the community, 
entertainment, retail items unavailable 
locally, and some cultural events. 

The lack of cohesiveness of North 
Valley communities was noted by 
one group as a major economic drain. 
They pointed out the need for more 
community networking to create local 
opportunities. 

Lack of local services such as 
medical, dental, veterinarian, laundry, 
food, etc. are other leaks, as well as the 
‘dark window’ syndrome of part-time 
residents. Not enough organized events, 
lack of tourism accommodation and 
affordable housing, better municipal 
planning and signage were others. 
The lack of value-added products, i.e. 
exporting local resources was seen as 
a major drain. One young boy cleverly 
summed up the problem: there seems to 
be more economic leaks than inflows. 

The next phase of the workshop 
was therefore to devise strategies for 
plugging those leaks. Workshop leaders 
Nicole Marchand, Jeremy Murphy and 
Kim Hardy explained the six principles 
of economic renewal: 1. Plug the leaks, 
allowing money to re-circulate within 
the community (substitute imports with 
something local); 2. Support existing 
businesses; 3. Encourage new local 
enterprises (add value to products and 
services, fill enterprise gaps); 4. Recruit 
compatible new businesses; 5. Build 
local organizational capacity with 
leadership and staff; and, 6. Build a local 
capacity pool that provides investment 
for new businesses and business support. 

Some ideas suggested included 
‘buy local’ policies, import substitution, 
developing a local currency, a directory 
of local community assets and skills, 
encouraging doctors and health services 

to move into the community. Another 
solution was to bring local service groups, 
such as the Women’s Institute and Legion 
into a closer network of cooperation, and 
encourage volunteerism. Increasing 
local services for youth and seniors, a 
community cooperative garden and a 
food bank was also mentioned. More 
Slocan self-promotion and a more active 
Chamber of Commerce was highlighted, 
with contests to reward those who spent 
the most money locally. “Not being 
scared of change or of those who come 
into the community with big new ideas,” 
offered one young woman. 

During the asset mapping phase 
of the sustainability planning, it was 
determined that the school probably 
contributes as much or more to the local 
economy as the mill did. Only 20 jobs 
were provided by the mill even though it 
provided 67 percent of the tax base, but 
at least 20 jobs are created by the school. 
In addition, the school is used for a wide 
range of community activities that could 
be considered revenue generators. 

The visioning statement produced 
as a result of the workshops so far sees 
Slocan as a community that produces 
most of its own food, is energy self-
sufficient, discourages waste and values 
environmental preservation.

Economically, it would host a 
resilient, diverse business community, 
produce high quality goods, offer holistic 

as well as mainstream services, and a 
welcoming, vibrant town centre. Socially 
it would encourage education at all age 
levels, embrace families and newcomers, 
offer unparalleled recreation and 
wilderness experiences, give residents 
and visitors a genuine sense of love, 
inclusiveness and belonging. 

The draft vision statement reads, 
“We take pride in our friendliness, the 
beauty of our village and surroundings, 
and our harmonious existence with our 
natural environment and our neighbours, 
now and into the future.” Another way 
it was summed up was, “A village that 
feels like a village.” 

The business lunch at the Harold 
Street Café ended up taking over the 
restaurant due to high attendance and 
was highly useful for local business 
owners to network. One woodworker 
discovered a local source of wood for 
his value-added products. The group 
has decided to make the lunch meeting 
a regular event on the first Wednesday 
of each month. 

“The point I’m trying to make is 
that it’s up to us to take these things 
and move it into the future,” said one 
business owner. “As you leave this room 
it’s important to talk to your neighbours 
and friends.” 

To follow the progress of the 
discussions visit www.sustainableslocan.
ca.

submitted
Have you every seen a beautiful 

cherry tree loaded with sweet red fruit, 
picked some, and discovered each 
cherry had a worm in it? Most people 
think that the only solutions are to either 
pick the fruit before it ripens, when the 
worms are fairly small, or to spray with 
poison every few days while the cherries 
are ripening. 

However, a new invention allows 
you to grow cherries without any 
worms OR spray. As a side benefit, it 

Kootenay Covers helps perfect cherries without pesticides
also protects the cherries from birds and 
wasps. The idea behind this is simple – a 
net that covers the whole tree. The holes 
are just small enough to keep out the 
cherry flies but large enough to let in 
wind and sunlight. Heavy rain striking 
the cover mists and part runs down the 
cover onto the tree’s drip line; the rest 
gently filters down through the leaves.

To find out more, check out www.
kootenaycovers.com , email mroberts@
kootenaycovers.com, or call 250-353-
2264.
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ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
CUSTODY, SUPPORT, DIVORCE

DRUGS, DRIVING, CRIMINAL
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

CALL FOR TENDER 
WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR AN 

ORGANIZATION OR CATERER TO PROVIDE MEALS 
FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS DURING OUR 2010 SHOW

on Friday, Saturday & Sunday
July 16 – 18, 2010

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT LINDA 
@ THE NAKUSP MUSIC FEST OFFICE

250-265-2141

May 6, 2010, 7:30 at the Nakusp arena 
Tickets can be purchased at the Broadway Deli – 

Nakusp, Ann’s Natural Foods – New Denver, and at the 
door on the evening of performance for $39.00.

by Art Joyce
• Council discussed the draft RDCK 

budget, particularly the tax requisition 
for Nakusp. Mayor Hamling reminded 
council, “Keep in mind folks, this isn’t 
the final budget.” The RDCK board is 
expected to adopt the final budget at its 
March 25 meeting.

The draft showed the total 
requisition for the Village rising by 
four percent, from $346,708 last year 
to $360,519 this year. Nakusp’s total 
property value assessment has risen by 
about 10%, from $225,293,000 last year 
to $248,026,000 this year. The mill rate 
per $1,000 is shown as dropping slightly 
from $1.54 last year to $1.45 this year 
for the RDCK portion of property taxes.

Council was concerned about the 
sharp increase for ‘general government,’ 
which jumped from $28,217 last year 
to $41,641 in 2010. The biggest reason 
for this increase, explained Interim 
Treasurer Barry MacLean, is that the 
budget for ‘development services’ (the 
RDCK mapping services) has been 
rolled into ‘general government’ for 
2010. This accounts for the zero figure 
on the ‘development services’ line 
item for 2010 compared to last year’s 
$7,656. Building inspection services 
for Nakusp will increase from $15,171 

Nakusp council, March 9: Regional District tax increases discussed
in 2009 to $17,541 in 2010. “The only 
difference here is that last year it was by 
contract and this year it’s a requisition,” 
explained MacLean. Search and Rescue 
costs were $3,754 in 2009 and this 
year they will be $3,923. Emergency 
planning is rising by about $1,000. 

“Unless anybody has any huge 
objections I will ask Councillor Mueller 
as our RDCK representative to vote in 
favour of this budget,” said the mayor. 
No objections were raised by council.

• Mayor Hamling reported that she 
and Area K Director Paul Peterson met 
with the Regional District regarding the 
Nakusp Library’s lease payment to the 
Village, which fell short by $3,000 to 
pay the utilities bill for the library last 
year. “We raised their budget by $3,000, 
so $2,500 will come to the Village 
[via a raise in the lease payment]. 
The other $500 will go directly to the 
library for expenses,” she explained. 
“They actually have the lowest per 
capita expenses of any library in the 
province.” The lease will be raised to 
$7,500 annually. 

The mayor is discussing with 
Peterson the possibility of establishing 
a service area for the historical society 
and the museum, which currently have 
no Regional District funding. 

• Councillor Hughes reported on 
behalf of the hot springs committee. 
He and Councillor Leitch will likely 
notify those who submitted proposals 
for a hot springs marketing plan that 
council isn’t accepting any of them 
because of the decision to put them up 
for sale. Councillor Mueller pointed out 
that this should be made a resolution 
of council. “I’m just concerned that 
if people ask who made this decision 
we have it on the record as made by 
council.” The committee will prepare 
its recommendation to submit to council. 

The mayor noted of the hot springs 
benefiting area for Area K that, “if we 
haven’t heard anything by June from the 
realtors then we’ll do a business plan to 
submit to the Regional District.”

She also reported that there was a 
lot of interest in the hot springs at the 
BC Street Olympics display. However, 
most people did not know where the 
Kootenays were located. “It sounds like 
we need some kind of regional economic 
strategy,” she said. 

• Mayor Hamling reported that the 
Village has received $290,000 from the 
CBT to support emergency services 
training at the new emergency services 
building. The mayor will send them a 
thank you letter. 

Greyback Construction of Penticton 
has been hired as project manager for 
the emergency services building. BC 
Ambulance has confirmed in writing 
that it will sign a lease with the Village, 
and is reviewing the drawings. The 
problem now is the deadline, having to 
spend the grant money by March 31. 
“I did everything I could to try and get 
an extension due to the lateness of the 
grant approval but nothing doing,” said 
Mayor Hamling, “so I contacted the 
FCM to see about who to contact for an 
extension.” Councillor Mueller enquired 
about the possibility of a groundbreaking 
ceremony, but no word yet.

• Council received a request from 
the RDCK for a resolution to support 
its building inspection service under 
a single building bylaw administered 
by the Regional District. CAO Lafleur 
explained that permits within the Village 
must still come through his office to 
ensure they comply with Nakusp’s OCP. 
Council voted to support the resolution.  

• Mayor Hamling reported on 
a meeting with the West Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Health District 
board. “There seems to be quite a bit of 

unhappiness about Trail operating room 
hours. They’re not being cut 25 percent 
as reported in the press, it’s actually 11 
percent, but even that is quite a bit more 
than other regions are being cut.” 

Regarding health services in 
Nakusp, Mayor Hamling reported 
that Dr. Goranson will be leaving 
shortly which will leave Nakusp short a 
physician, so IHA recruitment wants to 
link with Nakusp Village website. 

• A late item was received from the 
Regional District asking for Earth Hour 
to be proclaimed Saturday, March 27. 
Council voted to support the declaration. 

• The first three readings of Bylaw 
615-7, permitting motels in the Highway 
Commercial zone were passed; as well as 
for Bylaw 517-8, to amend the ticketing 
bylaw to address the new requirements 
around snow removal. 

submitted
The Men of the Deeps, Canada’s 

beloved iconic Coal Miner’s Choir from 
Cape Breton, are coming back to BC 
for another tour, and will appear at the 
Nakusp arena auditorium May 6, 7:30 
pm. Nakusp Secondary band instructor 
Lisa Ante may have her students do a 
couple of tunes to introduce the choir. 

They will be covering BC from 
east to west, performing their wonderful 
mining-themed music starting in 
Kimberley and working their way 
across to Vancouver Island and the 
Sunshine Coast. Their tremendously 
successful 2008 tour celebrating BC’s 

Men of the Deeps coal miner’s choir comes to Nakusp
150th year of mining covered BC north 
to south, starting in Tumbler Ridge and 
finishing off in the BC Mining Museum 
in Britannia Beach. 

This will mark the Men of the Deeps 
44th year in existence, forming in 1966 
to be Cape Breton’s contribution to 
Canada’s Centennial Year in 1967. They 
have regularly toured all over North 
America also with stops in China and 
parts of Europe. Many of their concerts 
have been performed as backup to fellow 
Cape Breton performer Rita McNeil. 

The Men of the Deeps jokingly 
describe their choir as likely the only 
one you will find where singing 

talent is the second consideration for 
membership. The first consideration is 
that members must come from a coal 
mining background with at least two 
years experience working underground 
or in the ‘Deeps’ as they call it in Cape 
Breton. They have a wonderful show 
performing some original songs along 
with traditional East Coast and North 
American mining-themed selections. 
They may even slip in the odd story 
about living the mining life of Cape 
Breton.

Tickets are available at the Broadway 
Deli in Nakusp and Ann’s Natural Foods 
in New Denver for $39 each. 

submitted
Community Futures of Central 

Kootenay is pleased to announce the 
appointment of their new business 
counsellors for the Silverton to 
Edgewood area. Effective March 1, the 
business counselling position will be 
job-shared between valley residents, Kay 
Ryan-Schweitzer and Wayne Schweitzer, 
both bringing to the position a great deal 
of experience in entrepreneurial training 
and counselling.

Kay was the Self Employment 
program coordinator for Community 
Futures in Nelson for 20 years prior to 
going out on her own to start up a new 
society called the Canadian Society for 
Social Development, where she worked 
as the Executive Director for the past 
five years. Wayne has recently retired 
after teaching finance, accounting, 
entrepreneurship and other courses in the 
tourism department at Selkirk College in 
Nelson for the past 20 years.

They will be providing information 
on the Community Futures Self 
Employment (SE) and loans programs, 
and will offer business counselling for 
existing businesses. They also plan to 
offer free business workshops in the 
area too, if enough interest is shown. 
Scheduled workshops will include: 
Coming up with a business idea, April 14 
at the Nakusp Outreach office; the Self 
Employment Program Orientation, April 

New counselors meet Valley entrepreneurs
21 at the New Denver Outreach office 
and April 28 at the Nakusp Outreach 
office; and a Business Plan workshop 
May 12 at the Nakusp Outreach office. 
See contact information below to register.

Schweitzer says, “Although the 
region has experienced economic 
challenges these past few years, I 
believe it has considerable potential 
as the economy recovers. By helping 
the small business sector, a diversified 
employment picture begins to emerge. It 
is quite likely that our traditional resource 
sectors will experience difficult times 
for a few more years but this could be 
the stimulus to develop a broader base 
of business activity that will sustain 
residents of this area.”

Ryan adds, “We are both looking 
forward to meeting with the existing 
business community as well as 
potential new entrepreneurs who want 
to contribute their ideas and energy to 
the business base in the area. Please 
contact us if you would like to set up an 
appointment.”  

They plan to be in Nakusp every 
second Wednesday for appointments 
at the Outreach Employment Services 
Office at 205 Sixth Avenue; and on 
alternating Wednesdays, in New 
Denver at the Outreach Employment 
Services office at 317 Sixth Avenue. 
Appointments can be made by calling 
265-3674 ext. 201 or email nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

submitted
Join storyteller and award-winning 

author Matt Jackson Monday, March 
29 at 7 pm at Nakusp Public Library 
for a free slide show about a four-year 
hitchhiking journey across Canada. 
Jackson will also appear at the Oxygen 
Art Centre in Nelson on March 31 at 
7:30 pm.

A trip that was supposed to take 
three or four months took three-and-
a-half years. During his time on the 
road, Jackson travelled nearly 30,000 
kilometres, shot more than 25,000 
photographs and met hundreds of 
Canadians from every corner of the 

Storyteller presents the ultimate road trip at Nakusp Library
country. Jackson had enough experience 
to fill a book. And so he did. Canada 
Chronicles takes the reader on that 
journey, meeting miners, hippies, 
cowboys and everyone in between. He’s 
been welcomed, robbed, windblown, 
soaked, and celebrated. 

Jackson’s work has been featured 
in magazines such as Equinox, Explore, 
Canadian Geographic, and BBC 
Wildlife, among others. Prepare to 
laugh at his misadventures and feel 
inspired as Jackson weaves a refreshing 
tale that celebrates the diversity that 
makes Canada what it is today. All ages 
are welcome.
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

... in Kaslo
Open Daily
6:30 am to

7:00 pm
Licensed

Located at the Heart of 
Front Street • 353-2955

“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads, 

Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

Woodbury Resort Dolly Derby
April 2 to April 4, 2010

Call 250-353-7717 for more information

Tickets $30.00
May be purchased at:
JB’s, Woodbury 
Resort, Barrens, 
Gift and Gill, Wyndell Foods,
New Keys Pub & Bob’s Bar and Grill

First Place $1500.00

Second Place $750.00

Third Place $500.00

by Jan McMurray
• Catherine McCormick from 

the Kaslo & District Public Library 
conveyed the library’s concerns to 
council about the alterations to the 
library in the proposed City Hall design 
plans. Council assured McCormick that 
the plan had not yet been finalized and 
they respect the need to maintain the 

Kaslo council, March 9: Library concerned about City Hall renos
integrity of the library. “We will want 
to come up with something acceptable 
to all parties,” said Mayor Lay.

• The Village will make application 
to the 2010 Age-friendly Community 
Planning & Project Grants program, 
in partnership with the Kaslo Housing 
Society and the North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services Society, for 
$18,080 to hire a part-time housing 
coordinator for 30 weeks. Councillor 
Frary reported that the land set aside 
for the affordable housing project 
has been surveyed and has 1.9 acres 
of developable land. The coordinator 
would work on this project.

• Council received letters from the 

North Kootenay Lake Arts & Heritage 
Council and Langham Cultural Centre 
endorsing public washrooms at Front 
Street Park. They will be informed 
that council is considering a seasonal 
toilet facility at this location in the 
2010 budget. CAO Sawyer stated that 
council had allocated $40,000 as an 
interim figure for this in the budget, but 
that year-round washrooms could cost 
much more. Kaslo Hotel owner John 
Eckland and Spirit Square proponents 
will be invited to the next Development 
Services Committee meeting to discuss 
expediting the construction of the 
washrooms.

• Council received two quotes 
for the Water Street slope stability 
assessment – one for $16,000 and one 
for $3,550. Councillor Frary reported 
that the committee also had an informal 
quote from a third company. The 
Village will request a formal quote 
from them.

• The Village will apply for a 20-
year crown land tenure in Kaslo Bay, 
and the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society will be 
so advised.

• Council received an email 
exchange between Renee Ansel of 
the IHA and Jim Holland of the Kaslo 
Jazz Etc. Society on the importance 
of disposable paper towels at the 
hand washing stations at the Jazz 
Festival. Representatives from the IHA 
and Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society will be 

invited to attend the next Development 
Services Committee meeting regarding 
planning for the 2010 festival.

• Council is working with 
campground contractor Trish Bennett 
to find suitable overflow camping 
spots for May Days. Bennett will be 
asked to consider the arena. Only self-
contained campers would be allowed, 
no campfires would be allowed, 
and Bennett would have to make 
appropriate security arrangements.

• Mayor Lay and CAO Sawyer 
were authorized to sign the amended 
contribution agreement with Columbia 
Basin Trust for extending the funding 
deadline for restoration of the original 
City Hall courtroom to become a public 
space.

• The City Hall Conservation 
Committee, at its February 22 meeting, 
unanimously resolved to recommend to 
council that for continuity, history and 
financial contact with the committee, 
the continuance of a Village staff acting 
as recording secretary is essential for 
the committee’s effectiveness.

• School District No. 8 will be 
given notice to connect to the sanitary 
sewer system. The Village agreed to 
waive sewer charges in 2009 for the 
school and commercial kitchen in the 
school, but will start charging in 2010.

• Council accepted Anne Malik 
and Cathy Jordan’s offer to review the 
2010 sanitary sewer parcel tax roll and 

make recommendations to council on 
any changes they feel are necessary.

• An email from Kootenay 
Mountain Holidays asks about moving 
his helicopter landing area at the 
airport. A fuel barrel was stolen from 
his area in February, and he says he 
is concerned about further similar 
incidents. Unfortunately, because the 
airport was very close to opening, the 
Village will inform him that moving is 
not an option at this time.

• The Village will apply for TD 
Green Streets national tree program 
funding of $6,250.

• Untended fruit trees on Village-
owned lands will be removed by Public 
Works.

• A quote for insulation of 
Periwinkle school for the approximate 
cost of $3,300 was accepted.

• Council will hold a strategic 
planning session at the April 1 
Development Services Committee 
meeting to identify three economic 
priorities to convey to the Rural BC 
Secretariat.

• Council received three letters 
from people opposed to the May Days 
burn-out event. They will be advised of 
council’s decision to approve the event, 
as long as the committee works with 
Councillor Leathwood to inform people 
of the potential health risks.

• Accounts payable of $138,982.30 
were approved.

submitted
FLIKS and the Langham Theatre in 

Kaslo present their third indie film, Big 
River Man on March 26 at 7:30 pm. If 
you haven’t had your fill of Olympic-
sized feats, take in this excellent 
documentary. 

Martin Strel, a mid-50s, overweight, 
two-bottles-of-wine-a-day Slovenian 
who describes himself as a ‘simple man’ 
has swum the length of the Yangtze, 
Mississippi, and Danube rivers. Now he 
attempts to swim the entire Amazon to 
highlight the environmental destruction 
of the rainforest, all the while dodging 
crocodiles, piranhas, parasites, stiff 
currents and the demons in his own 
mind.

Funny photos and scenarios aside, 
you can’t have these conditions without 
the swimmer, the Amazon, the rainforest, 
and even the audience coming out 
unscathed. This doc rivals and yet 
parallels many of Werner Herzog’s films 
for the strange, inspiring, sidesplitting, 
and at times disturbing elements – a 

FLIKS screens Big River Man indie film at the Langham
perfect FLIKS selection. Not suitable 
for the ‘young-uns’ though – rated 14A. 
102 mins.  

Advance tickets are $9 at the 
Langham Art Gallery Thursday to 
Sunday between 1-4 pm. For more 
information visit www.FLIKS.ca.

Slovenian Martin Strel, who has 
swum most of the world’s great rivers, 

attempts the mighty Amazon in Big 
River Man, an independent film being 
screened at The Langham in Kaslo. 

submitted
Unsure how to manage your debts? 

Wondering what your options are? The 
Kootenay Boundary Credit Clinic is 
holding a free workshop in Kaslo on 
Saturday, April 24, 9 am-noon at Selkirk 
College. The workshop can help you to 
take charge of your debts and use credit 
wisely. Learn the tools you need to move 
beyond stress and fear to take control of 

Free workshop on debt and credit offered
your financial situation.

Workshop topics will include: 
what to do if you are struggling to pay 
your debts; legal information about 
bankruptcy, debt default, debt collection 
and student loans; tips to improve your 
credit rating; and information about the 
different types of credit available. Credit 
Clinic staff can also provide one-on-one 
information on issues related to debt and 
referrals to other supports. 

Pre-registration for the April 24 
workshop is required. Call 1-877-
565-0013 or register online at www.
kbcredit.org. The Kootenay Boundary 
Credit Clinic is a not-for-profit service. 
It is a project of Castlegar and District 
Community Services Society and is 
funded by the Law Foundation of 
BC, Columbia Basin Trust, Kootenay 
Savings and Nelson and District Credit 
Union.
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Get Outta Town

with 
Peter 

Roulston

Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC  1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345

For Clients Who Appreciate...
Serious Planning... Serious Advice...

Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP  
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA 

Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with 

Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

Wanted to Hire
Club House Attendant

The Fauquier & District Golf Club is looking for a 
friendly, personable and well organized individual to 
work in our club house. The person must be willing 
to work weekends. The position starts near the end 
of May and runs through September. Hours will be 
35 hours per week @ $10.00 per hour. Please send 
resumé with references to:

Fauquier & District Golf Club
PO Box 63
Fauquier, BC  V0G 1K0

Closing date for applications is April 8, 2010.

Morning paddle 
at Twin Bays

I’m spending more and more time 
on and around Kootenay waterways, 
and am always on the lookout for good 
access points with decent launching 
opportunities. Although our big lakes 
have good highway exposure on at least 
one shore, the tough terrain and private 
holdings do limit the ways to get the 
boat in the water. Provincial parks tend 
to have the best ramp and dock facilities. 

While enroute to Nelson last week 
I did the tour over to Kaslo and down 
the west side of upper Kootenay Lake. 
There’s the historic concrete wharf at 
Ainsworth, which is okay for kayaks and 
car toppers, but I wanted to put in closer 

to Kaslo. On my topo maps I saw that 
midway between these places I could 
launch from the end of Twin Bays Road, 
which is paved and winds down to a cove 
below Highway 31. 

Twin Bays Road is a left turn 
from heading south and threads past a 
cluster of homes that perch on this long 
benchland above Kootenay Lake. This is 
shortly past where you zip over Fletcher 
Creek, which sneaks under the highway 
nearly unnoticed. You can walk down to 
the lake on the old dirt road there but I’ll 
describe that site later. Likely there are a 
few persons here who aren’t pleased that 
I’m exposing a secret spot to the hordes 
of wild, uncaring strangers, but the fact is 
that this is a public road with a provision 
for public use of the shore. 

Down the road past houses, bed 
and breakfasts, and a campground, you 
come to a turnaround where it’s maybe 
best to park. There’s a steep gravel lane 
dropping to the shore but it was sketchy 
for my little truck and only a short carry 
down from the turnaround anyhow. 

Lake levels are low in March and the 
rocky shore isn’t great footing, but I 
got the kayak afloat okay and was soon 
underway following the shoreline south. 
By early afternoon this place would be 
into the shade but the morning sun was 
fine and the lake generally flat. 

Sadly, the twin bays here are non-
identical and barely what I’d call bays. 
Really, that’s not sad at all, but anyhow 
the two coves here have lovely waterfront 
homes and it is some pretty nice scenery 
here. Just a little ways along there’s some 
white marble fused into the rocky shore 
and odd seepages of water as springtime 
starts the big melt. Paddling south for a 
couple of kilometres past several more 
places and a small fishing lodge, then I 
went farther out and decided to go north 
to Fletcher Creek Recreation Area and 
see those sights. 

Paddling along near lake centre you 
can see way south past Woodbury Point 
to beyond the ferry crossing and it’s 
very apparent how vast Kootenay Lake 
really is. My charts show the depth here 

around 440 feet and I sure couldn’t see 
nothin’ down there. You can meet boat 
traffic out in these big waters so I keep 
my freon horn (stunningly loud) handy 
and also watch for the winds that so often 
prevail on this lake. Twice last year I got 
into some real rough conditions out here 
and that was with my powerboat.

Fletcher Creek is about one 
kilometre north of the put-in point and 
there’s a good gravel beach with tables 
and firepits by the creek mouth. Rock 
collecting is endless and you can find 
lumps of rounded marble especially 
during low water season. Once you land 
and get out to stretch your legs, you can 
walk the short trail into the dramatic 
Fletcher Falls and get sprayed and chilled 
and impressed all in the same place. 
There are sections of some old roadway 
along the shore here, and the steep one 
gets you to the top of the falls and on up 
to the highway as well.

Returning south to the parking lot 
at the bay/cove I stuck to the waterfront 
and admired the numerous cottages and 

homes up on the bluffs with views but no 
beaches. Several places are pretty close 
to the water but in general this is a steep 
side of the lake and the flat places tend 
to be high up on the benchland. This is a 
pleasing spot to visit once but the rough 
shoreline and early sunsets here are 
always influencing the residents.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and seems to 
like flat water and flat land. 

Don’t Waste 
Your TFSA!

The new Tax Free Savings Account 
(TFSA) has had its first birthday, and 
everyone now has $10,000 of TFSA 
contribution room with which to plan 
– carefully plan. Some worry that the 
TFSA could be taken away. While 
possible, what will it cost you if it is? 
The answer, of course, is nothing. Even 
if the program ended and you had to take 
your money out, you will have earned a 
few years of tax-free growth. Where’s 
the downside in that? So, our advice is, 
“do TFSAs to the max!” In many cases, 
even before you fund an RRSP.

For people in the low-tax rate 
(roughly under $40,000 income), the 
tax-free growth in a TFSA will, in the 
long run, outstrip the tax deduction they 
would receive on an RRSP. In future 
years, if they do enter a higher tax rate, 
they can simply flip some of their TFSA 
into an RRSP, to shelter high-tax income.

A high-income earner – likely to 
be in a lower tax bracket later on – may 

Financial
Forum

with Tim
Affolter

still find it makes sense to fund an RRSP 
first. Both scenarios should be run in the 
financial plan before making the final 
decision.

Retired seniors may find it makes 
sense to draw extra RRIF income to 
fund their TFSA. I have run this option 
in many clients’ financial plans, and 
often the scale tips in favor of the TFSA 
– especially if one or both spouses still 
have room in the low tax bracket.

Draining your RRIF might seem 
like a scary maneuver for a senior, but 
since the TFSA is building up a tax-free 
reserve with the money withdrawn, you 
will still have security. The TFSA may 
provide more security, in fact, as money 
can be withdrawn without worrying 
about tax.

As well, this strategy will ultimately 
allow you to create tax-free income 
from the TFSA versus taxable income 
from the RRIF. This has the potential to 
provide many benefits, such as reducing 
OAS claw-back for high-income seniors, 
and increasing guaranteed income 
supplements and even government-paid 
medical assistance programs for low-
income seniors.

So, having created a TFSA, the 
question is, “What do I invest in?” We 
believe the TFSA should contain your 
highest-growth, longest-term assets. 
In every properly diversified portfolio, 

there will be some low-growth assets 
(like GICs and bonds) and some higher-
growth assets (like stocks or real estate). 
If you average four percent on one group 
of assets and 10 percent on another, on 
which would you rather NOT pay tax? 
Obviously, the 10 percent group.

We’re not saying that you should 
open a TFSA just to buy high-risk 
assets. Only that you should use your 
TFSA to shelter the highest growth 
assets you have. Another caution here is 
that the higher-growth assets will likely 
be more volatile, so you won’t always 
be able to count on withdrawing them 
when markets are up. This will limit 
your TFSA’s usefulness as a short-term 
emergency fund and requires that you 
have a long time horizon for the plan.

This is not a problem, as far as we 
are concerned. It is our opinion that 
your TFSA should be the LAST pool of 
capital you utilize for retirement income. 
Once retired, you should spend your non-
tax sheltered (open) money, like bank 
deposits, first because you have to pay 
tax on the T5 you get each year.

Next, or in conjunction with the open 
money, you should draw down on your 
RRSPs and RRIFs to maximize your 
low-tax rate income. Money left over 
in these plans when you die will likely 
be taxed at 40 percent. By comparison, 
any TFSA left over when you die will 

be paid to your heirs tax-free. Not only 
that, but you can bypass your estate by 
making a beneficiary declaration within 
your TFSA. This simplifies your estate, 
saves probate fees and speeds the process 
of getting money into the hands of your 
loved ones.

CAUTIONARY NOTE:  There 
may be reasons, such as the establishment 
of trusts (for tax planning and asset 
protection purposes) in your will, which 
would require you to ensure that funds 
DO pass through your estate. Simple 
isn’t always the best.

As always, talk to your financial 
advisor before implementing this idea, 
or any of the ideas we present in these 
columns. Without a written financial plan 
as the basis for quality financial advice, 
you could do yourself harm. Remember 
our firm’s motto: Be well advised. It can 
make all the difference.

Tim Affolter CFP CLU ChFC is 
a financial planner with his company 
The Affolter Financial Group Inc. and 
Assante Financial Management, in 
Castlegar.

Rotary 
Minute

All the Rotary Minutes so far have 
talked about things Rotary does for peace, 
literacy and fellowship worldwide. But 
it is time to recognize some local people 
who through no affiliation with Rotary 
help us to ease suffering in places far, 
far away.

Rotary sends medical teams 
to developing countries to provide 
corrective surgery to severely injured 
or disabled persons. Persons of all ages 
are assisted, but of course the youngest 
victims are our first concern. In countries 
without any medical care for their 
poorest citizens, we go to help people 
born with birth defects and debilitating 
injuries. And, knowing the homes these 
victims come from, we leave every one 
of them a quilt, for both warmth and 
comfort during their recovery.

A lot of those quilts for the past 
four years have been carefully crafted 
and generously donated by the Nakusp 

Quilt Group through Evelyn Hurry. You 
cannot imagine the smiles those beautiful 
warm quilts generate around the world. I 
can guarantee they are treasured by these 
patients who will always say a small 
prayer of thanks for this gift given so 
freely in the hope it will provide relief. 
And from the pictures I have seen, these 
quilts most certainly do wrap the patients 
in a caring and comforting glow. 

There are a lot of acts of kindness 
which are given with no expectation of 
recognition. These quilts given by the 

Nakusp Quilt Group and many more 
throughout the Kootenays are a small 
sampling of those generous acts of 
kindness which make the Kootenays, 
BC and Canada such a great country. It 
is all the small gestures added up which 
create a caring community and Rotary 
really wants to say thank you to everyone 
who tries to help make our world a better 
place through these outstanding efforts. 

Thank you to all our outstanding 
and silent citizens who help others so 
selflessly.

Quilts, such as this one made by the Nakusp Quilt Group, comfort injured and 
disabled children around the world.
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 
Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 

and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making, 

Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Winter Hours: 

Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 
9 am till 5 pm

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals
H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 • 
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

KOOTENAY RAISED CONTRACTING
Kaslo, BC

New Construction, Timber Framing, Renovations, 
Design, Outbuildings, Decks, Cabins, Eco-Friendly

Journeyman Carpenter • Call Today
250-353-2614

Customized cabinet solutions 
for the entire home: kitchen, 

bath and storage!
Free estimates and design 

consultation
Box 417 - New Denver  

250-358-2344

Quality 
design and 

local 
construction

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Hardwood Floors Only
Canadian Flooring at Wholesale
Pref. 3 1/4 x 3/4 Antique. R Oak, 

Maple - $4.39/sf pallet
ENG • URBAN • CARLTON - 8 PLY
Super stable - cork - click or glue down
From $3.99/sf – and much, much more...

JUAN’S FLOORING  
1503 Hwy 3A Thrums • Mon - Sat 8:30-5 pm

250-399-6378

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

ANNOuNCEMENTS
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM WE Graham Community 
School in Slocan is now accepting 
applications for its Grades 9/10 outdoor 
program, the Valhalla Wilderness Program. 
For information please contact the school 
at 250-355-2212.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE to donate 
to the purchase of a sculpture by Toru 
Fujibayashi for public display, please 
mail your contribution to Hidden Garden 
Gallery, Box 201, New Denver V0G 1S0. 
THANK YOU!
T H E  N E L S O N  M U N I C I PA L 
LIBRARY’S expansion project is currently 
underway and there will be an impact to 
the hours of operation. From March 15 
through May 15 the Library will be open 
Monday through Saturday from 11 am to 6 
pm.  Monday and Wednesday evening hours 
are cancelled during this time. Sorry for any 
inconvenience this might cause.
WILLOW HOME GALLERY Spring 
has sprung cotton quilts, linen bedding, 
tableware in fresh spring colours. Easter 
décor and gifts. 26 new Woodstock chimes 
and more. Kaslo 250-353-2257. 

AuTOMOTivE
WANTED: Older model Hyundai 210 
LC3. Can be a runner or a parts machine. 
Call 250-542-9083.

BuSiNESS OPPORTuNiTiES
DO YOU HAVE A GREAT BUSINESS 
IDEA?  Community Futures welcomes our 
two new business counsellors to the Arrow 
and Slocan Lakes area. CF provides program 
info, business counselling and training. 
Wednesday appts. available in Nakusp and 
New Denver by calling 265-3674 ext. 201 
or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
is offering the following free workshops:  
Coming up with a business idea, April 14 
at the Nakusp Outreach office; the Self 
Employment Program Orientation, April 
21 at the New Denver Outreach office and 
April 28 at the Nakusp Outreach office; 
and a Business Plan workshop May 12 at 
the Nakusp Outreach office. To register 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

CALL FOR NOMiNATiONS
THE LANGHAM Creative Community 
Gallery invites submissions of art created 
from recycled materials for our 2nd annual 
Art for the Earth show. Please bring your 
artwork to the gallery on March 27 between 
1-4 pm. Call Eliza at 250-353-2439 for 
more information. The show will open on 
April 9 and run to April 25. All artists are 
invited to attend the opening event on April 
9, 7-9 pm.

CARD OF THANKS
THE SLOCAN LAKE EARLY 
LEARNING SOCIETY would like to 
thank the Winter Blues Boogie event 
organizers, Barb Yeomans and Dick 
Callison for doing all the groundwork for 
the dance and helping us raise money for 
our preschool. Many thanks also to all 
of our wonderful volunteers who helped 
with concession, tickets, doors, set-up and 
cleanup; donors who generously provided 
housing for band members or bought 
tickets; participants who danced their hearts 
out; and local businesses who supported this 
worthwhile cause! 

COMiNG EvENTS
LAKE LORE GALLERY Regular events: 
Sat. - yoga 9:30-11am, choir 3-4:30; Tues. 
- music lessons available in piano, guitar, 
bass guitar, harmonica and theory. Call 
ahead to book time 250-355-2955. Wed - 
ceramic classes (hand building) 11 am-2 pm, 
drawing from the model 1-3 pm, meditation 
7-8 pm; Thurs. - Open Stage 7-10:30 pm. 
Every second Fri. – Free Spirit Dance 7 pm. 
March 27, 7pm Debut performance by the 
‘The Lakettes’ (gallery band). Also accepting 
artist submissions for next show.
AWAKENING THE SPINE: Yoga for 
Conscious Unfolding. 4 hr. yoga workshop with 
Certified Yoga Therapist, Eliza Gooderham. 
March 28, noon-4pm, Villa Dome Quixote. 
We will practice using structural yoga therapy 
for pain prevention, and investigate the chakras 
as windows to the soul. cost:$45. Please pre-
register thru info@innerwaveyoga.com.
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM BOTTLE DRIVE Sat., 
March 27. Pick up from 9 am to 1 pm from 
Passmore to Slocan City. Call ahead: 250-
355-2212. Thanks for your support!
HAM BINGO Sunday March 28, 1:00 pm. 
Slocan Legion Hall, 502 Harold St., Slocan.  
Everyone welcome.
HILLS COMMUNITY DOUKHOBOR 
SOCIETY Annual Meeting, Sunday, April 
11, 1 pm. Hills Community Hall. 
PUBLIC MEETING KRESTOVA 
Commuity gardening in Krestova. Everyone 
welcome. Sunday, April 11, 1 pm at 3601 
Cemetery Rd. Contact 250-359-7081. 
THE CUP AND SAUCER CAFE, 
Saturday, March 27 - COMFORT FOOD - 
chicken, vegetarian or seafood quiche with 
a delicate marsala filling, savory yams, fresh 
salad and apple crisp. 

THE CUP AND SAUCER CAFE 
Saturday April 3 - CUCINA NAPOLITANA 
- antipasto (tuna, beef or vegetarian black 
beans, spiced with green chilies, tomatoes, 
topped with cheese) served with crusty 
bread, followed by canneloni (crepes filled 
with beef, chicken or vegetarian, stuffed 
with cheese and covered with an eggplant 
sauce), served with a salad and a lemon cake 
and Italian coffee to finish the meal off. Call 
2475 or 2267 for questions or reservations.
THE CUP AND SAUCER CAFE 
Saturday, April 10, INDIAN FEAST - 
Papadam Appetizer, subtle and redolent 
Green Coconut Curry (Chicken, Shrimp 
or Vegetarian) on fragrant rice, savory 
Chickpeas, refreshing Cucumber Salad and 
a Cardamon Custard to finish. $20 (cash/
check only) Call Cup (2267) or Madeleine 
(2475) for reservations.
BEGINNER BALLROOM and West 
Coast Swing Classes start Thursday April 
15. Seven x 1.5 sessions plus practice. $100 
per person. www.dancingbeat.org. 
P E R M A C U LT U R E  D E S I G N 
COURSES in Winlaw and Nelson. 13 
days practical course on ecological design 
principles and techniques. May 30 - June 
12. Kootenay Permaculture, Winlaw, 
BC. Presented by Selkirk College. Early 
registration deadline: April 23. Summer 
course: August 15-28. Introducing the six 
weekend Permaculture Design Course. This 
course will be presented in Nelson during 
six weekends in April and May. Info: 250-
226-7302. Email: spiralfarm@yahoo.com  
www3.telus.net/permaculture. 
MUSIC AT THE MANOR John Mann of 
Spirit of the West. Sunday, March 28. $20. 
Door 7 pm; Show 7:30 pm. Tickets at the 
Apple Tree or call Howard 250-358-2206.

CANADA CHRONICLES AUTHOR 
Matt Jackson will present his slide show 
of hitchhiking across Canada at the Nakusp 
Public Library on March 29 at 7 pm. Free. 
All ages invited.
F O R  T H E  N E X T  S E V E N 
GENERATIONS Documentary on the 
prayers for peace of the 13 Indigenous 
Grandmothers Council. Wednesday, March 
31, 7 pm at The Sanctuary in Nelson United 
Church, 602 Silica, Nelson. Thursday, April 
1, 7 pm. Sleep is for Sissies, Hwy 6 Winlaw. 
$7 -12 at the door, proceeds go to the 13 
Grandmothers. 
NOTICE OF COMMUNITY MEETING 
Monday, March 29, 6:30 pm. Winlaw 
Elementary School, 5604 Winlaw Bridge 
Road, Winlaw, BC. The purpose of the 
meeting is to discuss facility plans for the 
Slocan Valley. More details on the district 
website at www.sd8.bc.ca. 
TEXAS HOLD ’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, April 17 at the Slocan Legion 
Hall 502 Harold St. Slocan, starting at 6:30 
pm. $30 buy-in. Advance tickets must be 
purchased at Mountain Valley Station in 
Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve. 
Tickets will not be available at the door. 
All welcome.
TRASH ART CHALLENGE Coming 
April 23 and 24 at the Passmore Hall. 
Enter to win or come and check out the 
show. Workshop on Sat. April 17 with KSA 
instructor Courtney Andersen. Presented by 
the Slocan Valley Arts Council. For more 
info visit www.slocanvalleyarts.ca 

FOR RENT
LARGE 3 BDR upper level apartment 
in Silverton available immediately. 
Washer, Dryer. $525/month plus utilities. 
References. 250-358-2293.

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
10:00 - 5:00 Daily, 

april through June

Perry Siding  •  355-2459
7231 Avis Rd.
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Advertise your community 
event in the Valley Voice 

with a classified ad! 

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM 
ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, WATER 

PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED TARPS, 
PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, LAWN 

COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, 
CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, 

WOODSPLITTER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER
Wine & Beer Making Kits 

to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.    WiNTER HOuRS

      8 AM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKuSP  265-4701

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAy ST. NAKuSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

CLASSIFIED ADS

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LESTER KOENEMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

PAuLA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB iNTERNATiONAL 
BARTON 

iNSuRANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
iNSuRANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Valley Voice ads make an impression!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

Silverton, BC
Monday - Friday 8:30-3:00

Saturday 10:00-3:00
Soups, Stews, Sandwiches,

Cookies and coffee
358-2267

The 
Cup and 
Saucer 
Café

SUITE FOR RENT one mile from Nakusp 
on acreage, three bedrooms, appliances, 
available. $750. 250-860-0736.
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 3-bdr 
house in Nakusp. $975/month + damage 
deposit. Must have references. 265-4454.
B A C H E L O R  S U I T E  a v a i l a b l e 
immediately in Nakusp. $475 per month 
+ damage deposit. Must have references. 
265-4454.

FOR SALE
CAMERA FOR SALE Nikon digital 
D200 with Nikon auto focus lens, 28-70 
mm, f3.5-4.5.  $850. Call 250-358-2610.

GARDENiNG
STOP!! Don’t cut down that wormy 
cherry tree! Eliminate worm, wasp, and bird 
damage with Kootenay Covers. Re-usable. 
353-2264. www.kootenaycovers.com.

HEALTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday 
and Saturday mornings 9-10:30 - Flow; 
Wednesday evening 5-6:30 - Beginner 
Flow; Thursday afternoon 3:30-5:00 - 
Restorative Flow.

HELP WANTED
COOK WANTED – WILD ROSE 
RESTAURANT. Must have FoodSafe 
and experience (preferably short order/
line cook). This high-paced job requires 
teamwork, focus, and professionalism in 
attire and food service health standards. 
Please send resumé attention Lilliana 
Wright, RR1, S1, C14, New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0 or email Wildrose7744@gmail.
com. Job runs May-Oct.

LOST & FOuND
ATTENTION CONTRIBUTORS 
TO AL HOSPITAL THRIFT SHOP: A 
plastic zippered bag containing fur-lined 

moccasins, shoes and summer clothing 
was left during the past two weeks. If you 
recognize these items, please contact the 
coordinator, Dale James, at 250-265-3138 
or 4142 regarding a personal item that was 
in the bag.

NOTiCES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; Tarry’s 226-7705.
NOTICE! NOTICE! SLOCAN LAKE 
RECREATION COMMISSION #6 will 
be holding its Spring Grant-in-Aid Session on 
Wednesday, April 21st, 2010. Any non-profit 
organization wanting to apply for a grant-in-aid 
should submit the proper application to Box 
293, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0. Application 
forms are available from the Villages of New 
Denver, Silverton and Lucerne School. Please 
note that the appropriate form must be used 
or the application will not be considered. The 
deadline for the application to be received is 
Friday, April 16th, 2010. Any applications 
received after that date will not be accepted.

SERviCES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PROFESSIONAL WATER WITCHER. 
If you need to find domestic wells, irrigation 
wells, subdivision wells, call Vito Nevoral 
at 265-4914.

WANTED
CRAFT VENDORS WANTED for the 
118th Kaslo May Days. May 22, 23 and 24. 
Applications can be downloaded at www.
kaslochamber.com. For information email 
kaslomaydays@netidea.com or phone  
250-353-7311.
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD 
gratefully accepting donations of fabrics, 
yarns, craft supplies, sewing supplies/
notions for annual fundraising Yard ’n 
Yardage Sale. We will pick-up call: Brenda 
250-355-2459 Jasmin 250-352-7152, 
Lynnda 250-355-2267, or Sharon 250-
226-7703.

SLOCAN vALLEy RECREATiON
KID ZONE BUY AND SELL - Sat. March 
27 10 am-12 noon. Slocan Park Hall. 
SLOCAN VALLEY MIXED SOCCER - 
All ages, all over the valley. Always fun. 
Still time to sign up
BELLYFIT -  With Heather Holdener. 
Winlaw School. Tuesdays until April 27. 
5:45-6:45 pm.
BIKE SWAP - Sunday, April 18, Slocan 
Park Hall. 10-12 noon.
SOURDOUGH BREAD MAKING - 
With Lorraine Roninson-Carlstrom. Wed. 
April 7. Vallican Whole Community 
Centre.
AWAKENING THE SPINE - Yoga 
workshop with Eliza Gooderham. Slocan 
Park Hall. Sat. April 10.
HUNTER TRAINING PROGRAMS - 
P.A.L. April 10 and 11. C.O.R.E. April 17 
and 18. Winlaw School.
CREATING A HANGING BASKET - 4 
Seasons Greenhouses, Winlaw. Sun. 
April 25.

226-0008

by Jan McMurray
Area H Director Walter Popoff is 

not happy with the RDCK budget and is 
inclined to vote against it at the March 
25 meeting unless changes are made.

“I’m really disappointed and 
frustrated because we started in 
November with a budget that I felt was 
far in excess of what was affordable 
for the constituents of Area H. For 
three months, we went through and 
made cuts and I thought we were on 
the right track. But at the meetings in 
early March, we put it all back in and 
even more,” said Popoff.

The draft budget shows a total 
increase of 13.4% in the tax requisition 
for Area H this year. General and Rural 
Administration account for 12.4% 
of the increase. “It’s not any specific 
items in the General and Rural budgets 
that account for the increase – it’s a 
combination of different items,” he 
said. He would like to see the directors 
make cuts on the items in these two 
budgets before the March 25 vote.

Popoff is generally happy with 
the taxation levels for local services, 
which he says have not gone up much 
at all – except for the Slocan Valley 
fire service. He is very put off about 
this increase, which affects Area H 
residents who are served by one of the 
four regional fire halls: Slocan, Winlaw, 

Area H Director Popoff unhappy with RDCK budget
Passmore and Crescent Valley. It does 
not affect residents of the north valley, 
who are served by the New Denver 
municipal fire hall. 

A new regional fire chief will be 
hired, and Popoff is opposed to the 
way the salary for the position will 
be paid for. Twenty-five percent of 
the salary will be charged to Rural 
Administration, so all electoral area 
residents will share that cost. However, 
75 percent of the salary will be divided 
up among the regional fire halls. Area 
H has four regional fire halls, whereas 
the other fire service areas have only 
one or two. Popoff says he feels this is 
unfair to Area H, and would like to see 
this portion of the regional fire chief’s 
salary being divided between the 12 
fire service areas rather than between 
the fire halls themselves. “Compared to 
an area with only one fire hall, we’re 
paying four times as much,” he said.

The total requisition for the Slocan 
Valley fire service is $363,910 this year, 
up 13% from $321,440 last year. A 
home that was worth $250,000 last year 
would have been taxed $170.75 for the 
fire service; that home, worth $269,000 
this year, would be taxed $189.65. 
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Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOuR TOWiNG
1007 HWy 23, NAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

CLEANINGRECYCLING

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

PILATES

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

DAY SPA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

Hand & Soul Healing Centre
Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

MASSAGE THERAPiES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, iCBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEALTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS

by Jan McMurray
A handful of people attended 

a meeting on March 15 to hear the 
results of the Nakusp Age-Friendly 
Assessment.

Faye White, consultant working 
with the provincial age-friendly team, 
presented the background on the 
age-friendly concept. Both the World 
Health Organization and Canada have 
done studies looking at the physical, 
social and environmental barriers to 
active aging in communities, and now 
BC has decided to follow suit.

“An age-friendly community is 
friendly for all ages,” she said, but 
the focus is on seniors because of 
the aging demographic trend. Over 
the last ten years, the median age 
of the Arrow Lakes population has 
increased from 41 to 50.5. The region 
has fewer young people than the BC 
average, and more 45+-year-olds than 
the BC average.

Corinne Tessier, hired by the 
Village to lead the Nakusp Age-
Friendly Assessment, explained 
that the Village received grants 
to cover the cost of the project. 
A steering committee with wide 
representation from the community 
helped guide the process, which 
included a review of past plans and 

Nakusp Age-Friendly Assessment results presented to public
initiatives, a community survey, and 
discussion groups. 

Participation was very high in 
Nakusp, with 114 discussion group 
participants and 173 survey responses. 

Suggestions for improvements 
to outdoor spaces and buildings 
in Nakusp included additional 
streetlights and sidewalks, more 
public washrooms in convenient 
locations, and improved access to 
buildings, i.e. wheelchair ramps and 
automatic doors. Several respondents 
complained about the poor condition 
of the sidewalks along Broadway.

Transportation was “a huge 
need,” said Tessier. People would 
like additional options to go out of 
town, particularly to attend medical 
appointments in the Okanagan. Some 
mentioned that they would like more 
transportation services in town, as 
well. She said people knew there was 
a bus, but didn’t necessarily know the 
schedule or even that it went to the 
hot springs.

Tessier said she contacted BC 
Transit about this, and they indicated 
they were open to discussing more 
services if there was a strong lobby. 
A report will be out at the end of the 
month with the results of the recent 
BC Transit consultation with 11 

communities in the region.
Crosswalks and handicapped 

parking were also issues that came 
up in the age-friendly assessment 
process. “People feel they are taking 
their lives in their hands when 
crossing the streets here,” said Tessier. 
Mayor Hamling was at the meeting, 
and told people that Broadway is 
the responsibility of the Ministry of 
Transportation. She has discussed 
crosswalks with ministry reps many 
times, and in order for the crosswalks 
to meet legal requirements, six to 
eight parking spots have to be given 
up.

On housing, Tessier said people 
were quite positive because there are 
a lot of options in Nakusp. However, 
people would like to see supports 
to allow seniors to remain at home, 
and an increased variety of housing 
types to meet different activity and 
income levels.

Tessier said people felt good 
about being respected and included 
in Nakusp. Having programs that 
bring young and old people together 
was top of the list, she said, and a 
comment that was made several times 
was: “Don’t do anything for seniors 
at the expense of the youth.”

As for social participation, people 

suggested there be more home visits 
to seniors who do not or cannot leave 
their homes.

Seniors were interested in more 
paid and volunteer job opportunities. 
Susan Gustafson from the Nakusp 
Outreach office was there, and 
said they are working on targeted 
employment for older people.

Under community support and 
health, people were generally happy, 
but would like to see more specialists 
come into town on a regular basis, 
and the capacity for more testing 
in Nakusp. They would also like 
affordable home care services. Tessier 
mentioned that information on the 
specialists who come to Nakusp is 
available at Saddle Mountain Medical 
Clinic.

“A lot of it is communication,” 
said Tessier. Throughout the process, 
she found that people were asking 
for services that already exist and 
they just didn’t know. “You can’t 
communicate too much,” she said. 
Survey participants said they wanted 
the information to be available in as 
many formats as possible – in the 
paper, on the internet, and on the 
bulletin board.

On top of the need to enhance 
communication, other themes that 

ran through the assessment process 
were a desire for greater mobility 
for seniors, a desire to keep seniors 
independent at home, and a desire 
to balance seniors needs with youth 
needs.

Tessier said that because 
provincial funding is drying up, the 
committee felt it would be worthwhile 
to explore the co-op model as a 
way of delivering services such as 
transportation, housing, and home 
support such as snow removal and 
grocery shopping.

Recommendations coming out of 
the report, which will be delivered to 
Village council as well as businesses 
and agencies in the area, include 
adopting the provincial age-friendly 
guidelines in the OCP; support the 
establishment of community co-ops; 
appoint an age-friendly committee 
to ensure this issue stays on the 
agenda; budget more for sidewalk 
repair along Broadway; seek funding 
to light the waterfront walkway; 
improve signage and hours for public 
washrooms; continue improving the 
Village website; encourage BC Transit 
to provide additional bus service; and 
partner with New Denver and Slocan 
City (which have completed Age-
Friendly Assessments), IHA and CBT.

Spring into fitness at

Body in Mind Pilates 
Our total body workout benefits 

golfers & gardeners alike!
For more info call Anne 
      @ 250-265-4290
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Village of 
Silverton

VILLAGE OF SILVERTON
MEMORIAL HALL MANAGER CONTRACT
The Corporation of the Village of Silverton requires a Memorial 
Hall Manager for the 2010/2011 year.

Management duties include:
• Responding to inquiries in regards to Memorial Hall facility
• Reservation and confirmation of bookings
• Collecting damage deposit and rental fees 
• Coordinating key system pick-up and return
• Supervision of rental agreement and signing of contract
• Orientation and inspection before and after rental
• Provide custodial service
• Communicate with Village office and maintenance staff 
• Filing written reports to the Village Council on a regular basis
• Overall management of the Silverton Memorial Hall facility

Hours of work:
Determined by the rental agreement
“As needed” and “on call” basis
Weekdays and weekends and evenings as required

Salary and terms:
To be negotiated by mutual agreement

For detailed responsibilities and duties; contact the Village 
Office at 250-358-2472.

Interested persons should submit a resume by 4:00 PM, 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 to:
  The Village of Silverton
  421 Lake Avenue
  PO Box 14
  Silverton, BC V0G 2B0

While we greatly appreciate all the replies we receive, regretfully 
only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

submitted
The Trash Art Challenge invites 

Slocan Valley residents to get creative 
with your trash. There are three ways to 
get involved: take the workshop, enter 
the friendly competition, or volunteer. 
The workshop will be held Saturday, 
April 17 and the exhibition Friday, 
April 23, 7-9 pm and Saturday, 11-4 
pm, both at Passmore Hall. Admission 
to the show is by donation.

The Trash  Art  Chal lenge 
encourages artists and non-artists alike 
to get involved, ‘trash’ being anything 
discarded by consumer society. The 
competition is open to all ages with 
youth (under 18) and adult levels. There 
are two categories: Anything Goes and 
Masks/Costumes. A People’s Choice 
prize will also be awarded. Judging is 

Trash Art Challenge comes to Passmore Hall
based on 1) craftsmanship, 2) design 
and 3) imaginative use of materials. 
Arts Council members will be going 
into some of our local schools to help 
with making projects. 

The cost of the workshop at 
Passmore Hall is only $5 and is an 
opportunity to bring you ideas and 
materials. Mixed media artist and local 
KSA instructor, Courtney Andersen will 
provide inspiration about the wonderful 
world of Trash Art. There will be some 
tools and materials provided. Please 
pre-register.

To enter the Challenge happening 
Friday, April 23 and Saturday, April 24, 
submit your entry forms to the Slocan 
Valley Arts Council by April 22. Then, 
bring your artwork to the Passmore Hall 
on the morning of April 23, between 10 

am and noon. The Arts Council will set 
up the show and judging will take place. 

In the evening between 7-9 pm 
there’s a Trashformation Gala that 
everyone is welcome to attend. Trash 
art costumes are encouraged and there 
will be an artist’s talk by Courtney 
Andersen. Artists’ work may be for sale, 
so there may be something you would 
like to purchase. Refreshments will be 
available.

This is a project for Arts and Culture 
Week, sponsored by the BC Arts 
Council and the BC Assembly of Arts 
Councils. Thanks also the RDCK, 
area H. 

Let us know if you would like to 
volunteer. For more information email 
svcarts@gmail.com or call 250-226-
7768 or 250-359-6611. 

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo council met with the City 

Hall project design team, David Dobie 
and Thomas Loh, and Chief Building 
Official Max Hoedeman at a special 
meeting March 10.

The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss building code requirements, the 
library’s concerns about the design plans, 
and funding for the City Hall project.

Hoedeman explained that the 
building code is “pretty cut and dry,” but 
not so much when it comes to changing 
the use of a building. Because the plan 
is to create a public space in the former 
courtroom on the third floor, this change 
of use complicates the project in terms of 
building code requirements. “It’s really 
the third floor that forces upgrading for 
code compliance,” he said. 

However, Hoedeman did not 
recommend limiting the scope of the 
project to the first two floors only. “It’s 
best if it’s all in one building permit,” 
he said.

Hoedeman informed council 
that because the third floor was being 
designed to have a maximum capacity of 

100 people, the septic system would have 
to be checked out to see if it could handle 
this additional use. Council agreed 
instead to work towards connecting 
the building to the sewer system, and 
referred this to budget deliberations.

The biggest complication has to do 
with the fire suppression system and the 
fire hall. Because there is no firewall 
separation between the City Hall and 
fire hall, and the emergency exit from 
the library enters the fire hall, the fire hall 
must be sprinklered for the building to 
be considered protected. 

There was a lot of discussion on 
how to get around sprinkling the fire 
hall, as it seems redundant to do so when 
the Village is planning to build a new 
fire hall near the arena. Unfortunately, 
the new fire hall project is in very 
preliminary planning stages. Doing the 
fire suppression system in phases and 
leaving the fire hall to the end, when 
perhaps the new fire hall will be built, 
is not really an option because the 
CBT grant stipulates that the sprinkler 
system must be installed first, so that 
the building (and investment in the 

building) is protected. Completing the 
fire suppression system in phases could 
also impose more costs on the project.

Councillor Frary suggested that 
council investigate temporarily moving 
the fire hall with the fire chief.

Dobie asked if removing the one 
bay closest to City Hall was a viable 
option. The fire hall would then be a 
separate building and would no longer 
need sprinkling. However, council is 
aware that the fire department can hardly 
manage now with four vehicles in three 
bays. Councillor Hewat wondered if 
Public Works and the fire department 
could share some space in the Public 
Works garage. 

Loh pointed out that the cheapest 
and least disruptive option may well be 
to sprinkle the fire hall. Council agreed 
to contact the sprinkler installation 
company for a quote.

Dobie and Loh informed council 
that a structural assessment of the third 
floor was needed for them to complete 
the base drawings required for the 
building permit application. They said 
the building inspector would require the 

structural assessment before allowing 
occupancy of the space, and that the 
geothermal duct work for the heating 
system cannot proceed without the 
assessment.

Dobie and Loh said they would 
be able to complete the documentation 
necessary for the building permit 
application in about a month after 
receiving the structural assessment. 
Hoedeman said the building permit 
application could be turned around in 
two weeks at best, but it could take 
up to seven weeks. Unfortunately, the 
CBT funding agreement has a deadline 
of March 31 for obtaining the building 
permit. Council decided to ask CBT for 
another extension to June 30, and to ask 
if this could be the date by which the 
building permit is applied for, rather 
than issued.

City Hall project discussed at special meeting of Kaslo council
Council also authorized the 

expenditure of funds to hire the structural 
engineer, pending approval of the 
extension from CBT.

The library’s concerns were also 
discussed. One of the biggest issues is 
the elevator, which will take away space 
that the library uses for shelving and for 
holding public events. The extra space 
that will be given to the library at the 
rear of the building is not as desirable. 
Dobie and Loh explained that they had 
designed a reading room addition onto 
the library on the fire hall side of the 
building. This addition plus the extra 
space the library will get at the rear of 
the building will add up to more space 
than what is being lost by the elevator. 
They committed to setting up a meeting 
with library representatives to discuss 
their concerns.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver resident Everett Hicks 

played on the gold winning Castlegar 
PeeWee Rep tier 3 team this year. 

The team won the provincial 
championship tournament held March 
7-11 in Winfield. In the first four round 
robin games, the team had only one loss, 
to Terrace. They ended up facing Terrace 
in the final game, and beat them 6-4.

“It was a lot like the Canada/
USA hockey in the Olympic games,” 
commented Deb Hicks, Everett’s mother.

Everett was the youngest on the 
team, and also the first child ever in BC to 
get special permission to play on a team 
outside of his hometown. He has played 
on house teams in Nakusp for years, and 
wanted to try rep hockey. Nakusp did 
not have a PeeWee rep team this year, 
so Everett was given permission to try 

New Denver kid plays on champion hockey team
out for the Castlegar team.

“He had a great season,” says 
Hicks. “He had some things to learn and 
overcome, and he did it. He loved it!”

The team did very well at all the 
tournaments this year, placing first 
in two of them, and second in a tier 
2 tournament. Kyle Chernenkoff of 
Crescent Valley also plays on this team. 

Everett Hicks won gold at the provincials.
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