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Burton asks for one-year public consultation period on school closure
by Jan McMurray
Burton Elementary School
(BES), a K-4 with 12 students, is
under consideration for closure as
the board of education grapples with
an estimated shortfall of $398,724 to
$510,836 in its budget for the 2010/11
school year.
About 70 community members
filled the school gym on March 3
to hear from the school district and
provide their input. Their main request
was to be given one year instead of
the three to four months they have
right now to save their school from
closure in September. Some people
remembered a verbal commitment to
a one-year public consultation period
for school closures during the spring
2006 BES reconfiguration discussions.
Neither Superintendent Posnikoff
nor Board Chair Adam recalled this
promise, but said they would look
into it.
Adam opened the meeting. “...I
don’t take lightly a school closure.
That’s not why I ran to be a trustee and
it’s unfair that we are in this situation…
How do you attract families to a
community when there is no school?
Please be aware that we all feel deeply
concerned that we have to talk about
this, but running Burton the way we’re
running it today is costing us money.”
After Superintendent Posnikoff
took people through the preliminary
budget numbers for next year, people
wanted to know: “How do we get the
ministry to give us more money?”
Adam replied, “We’ve been trying
for years,” adding that residents
can contact their MLA and write
the Minister of Education. She said
that recently, in an unprecedented
move, the BC trustees, parent
advisory councils, teachers’ union
and support staff union got together
and wrote a letter objecting to the
chronic underfunding to all school
districts in the province. Adam said the
government’s reply always says the
Province has been increasing funding
to school districts. What they fail to
acknowledge, said Posnikoff, is their
increased funding does not cover the
rising costs of operating schools.
Posnikoff explained that the

district will not have firm figures for
its budget until after March 15, when
the Province provides them. When
the budget is firmed up, there will be
another meeting.
Posnikoff said that closing Burton
School would save the district $53,707.
He explained that the district receives
$136,198 for the school under the
small community school supplemental
funding, and it costs $189,906 to
operate the school – a difference of
$53,707. One parent took exception
to this analysis, as the almost $6,000
per student funding (about $72,000
for the 12 BES students) was not
factored into the school’s revenue. She
received a round of applause when
she said, “This school is pulling in
more than $200,000, so it’s making
money. You’re juggling numbers and
not playing fair.”
The $53,707 savings assumes that
the 12 BES students will continue
attending school in the district, thereby
continuing to generate the per student
funding. One parent pointed out
that the district would lose money if
parents decided to pull their kids out
of school.
One man asked how many students
would make BES financially viable.
Posnikoff’s rough estimate was 19.
The resident indicated that he would
work on getting 19 students by talking
to Nakusp and Fauquier parents. Board
members let the community know that
parents have the right to choose where
their children attend school.
Posnikoff said that the 12
BES students could easily be
accommodated at Nakusp Elementary
School (NES) next year, according
to current projections. If all BES
kids went to Nakusp, there would be
221 children at NES next year. This
year, there are 223. One community
member asked the board to come
back to the community with the exact
classroom configurations at NES next
year, with the 12 BES kids included.
Posnikoff also reported that the
bus driver had said there was room for
all 12 BES kids on the bus. However,
community members questioned this,
saying that there are currently three
elementary children to a seat on that

bus. Another person said her “heart
bleeds” for parents putting grades 1
and 2 children on that bus because of
the behaviour of the older kids.
Because, as Adam acknowledged,
“Closing Burton School doesn’t come
close to meeting a $500,000 shortfall,”
the district presented a list of other
possible cost-saving measures that
the board is considering to balance the
budget. One of these is to reduce the
special education service. The district
receives only $272,000 for this, and
spends $884,000 – a $610,000 loss.
“This goes to my very core,” said
Adam. “I fought hard for this. We put
money into special ed because we
want our kids to succeed.”
A four-day week would save
$85,318, but lengthens the school day,
making very long days for high school
students from Edgewood travelling to
Nakusp.
There could be cuts to special
programs such as art and band, to
school budgets for extra-curricular
travel, etc., and to professional

development for trustees.
The district could start charging
parents for bussing – $75,000 more
is spent on bussing than the amount
received. Adam said she cannot
imagine doing this, as it would be a
real hardship for a lot of people in
the district.
Another idea is to amalgamate
with other districts. “The minister has
said we have to look at amalgamating
or sharing services with other
districts,” said Posnikoff. The School
District No. 20 (Castlegar-Trail)
board is expected to vote on initiating
discussions on amalgamation with
School Districts No. 10 Arrow Lakes
and No. 8 Kootenay Lake at its
meeting at the end of this month.
The board is also considering
reconfiguring Lucerne School to a
grades K-9 school in September 2011,
when total enrolment in Lucerne’s
grades 8-12 is expected to be less
than 10. At this stage, it does not make
financial sense to reconfigure Lucerne,
but this may change next year.

One Burton parent asked the board
to consider reconfiguring Lucerne
to an elementary school instead of
closing BES. She felt it was better to
put the older New Denver kids on the
bus to Nakusp than the very young
primary students from Burton.
Other suggestions included
contracting out the groundskeeping,
which Posnikoff said would probably
not be allowed under the collective
agreement, and submitting a deficit
budget, which Adam said is definitely
not allowed by the Province.
One idea Adam would like to
pursue is sharing the school with a
renter. She said she would look for
examples of this in the province, and
asked people to contact her if they
knew of any. The district would also
like to hear about possible uses of the
school if it closes.
Comments can be directed
to Pattie Adam, Chair, Board of
Education, SD#10, Box 340, Nakusp,
BC V0G 1R0, padam@sd10.bc.ca,
265-9997.

John Banta, as the cantankerous Abe Dreyfus, verbally dukes it out with Kathy Watson, as the equally argumentative Mildred Sloan, in the
hilarious and touching comedy Squabbles, presented by Folkwood Players at the Fauquier Community Hall, February 27.
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Judge rules to allow private dock in Rosebery Bay
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by Art Joyce
The legal decision from Justice
Groves has been released in the case
between Brian and Mary Jane Sykes and
the Rosebery Parklands Development
Society (RPDS). Justice Groves has
ruled in favour of the Sykes’ right to a
private dock in Rosebery Bay.
The judge ruled that the
interpretation or definition of the original
easement is less important than the
subsequent conduct of the parties
involved. The easement registered with
the society’s original title stipulated
that owners of subdivided lots would
have “full, free and uninterrupted right,
liberty and easement to use the land
for purposes of ingress or egress from
the Slocan Lake, by foot only.” Past
Society Vice-President John Herrmann
wrote in a deposition to the court that “I
have always understood that the purpose
of the easement was to allow access
to moorage. The lot owners would
not require an easement for any other
purpose …” The judge’s decision makes
no effort to dispute this interpretation.
Justice Groves found that the Sykes
had acted in good faith, consulting with
Herrmann and then-President Scott

Leyland, obtaining from them a letter of
permission to build their dock. Groves
rejected the society’s argument that the
Society Act does not allow Herrmann
and Leyland as directors to make
such a decision without consulting the
membership. The society’s deposition
states, “…these two gentlemen were not
authorized to bind the Society on such an
issue.” Justice Groves cites the Society
Act in rebuttal, which states that “…the
directors… may exercise all the powers
of the society.” Groves further refutes the
argument by stating that “the evidence is
clear that Leyland and Herrmann were
entrusted with the task of taking care
of the defendant’s property as a matter
of fact, and it was reasonable… for the
plaintiffs to rely on this de facto exercise
of power.”
Current Society President Leah
Main in her deposition to the court
cited what Groves calls “a number of
perceived irregularities in the operation
of the Society during the 11 or so years
that Herrmann and Leyland were the
main contributors to the Society’s
operation. Of particular note, Main
says that notice of meetings was not
provided.” Herrmann and Leyland

contend that meetings were advertised
but that during those 11 years little
interest was shown in the society,
leaving them to conduct its affairs.
Justice Groves says he finds it unlikely
that those living in the vicinity of the
parklands would be unaware of the
society’s activities. “Rather, it seems
more logical that when the Parkland ran
into significant financial difficulty, those
around not prepared to deal with the
potential consequences of the Society’s
financial difficulties simply stood aside.”
The judge further rejected Main’s
suggestion that there was a specific
rejection by the society of the idea of
moorage for residents in the early 1990s.
Her evidence to support this includes
subdivision committee minutes from
1990, with a recommendation to the
board to include the idea of moorage in
the Declaration of Building Scheme. The
Declaration of Building Scheme, also
part of Main’s evidence, does not include
the committee’s recommendation
regarding moorage. Therefore, she
puts forth that the society rejected the
moorage idea at that time. Justice Groves
rejects this, stating that the Declaration
of Building Scheme document deals

only with building restrictions, not with
moorage. “The expressed licence for
moorage would not be appropriately
found in a building scheme schedule of
restrictions and as such its absence is of
no moment,” he states.
Justice Groves has also determined
that the Sykes are not guilty of failure
to declare conflict of interest when
joining the Society board in 2003. “The
plaintiffs agreed to become directors
of the Society, but say they did so only
because no one else was available to
do so,” writes Groves. “The plaintiffs
say, and I find, that it was only after the
construction of the dock that various
individuals took an interest in the affairs
of the Society, who then elected a new
board of directors and effectively took
over control.” Main’s deposition cites
the lack of declaration of conflict of
interest as a reason for not granting
compensation to the Sykes, adding that
Leyland acted in his own interests as
well with a view to a future dock of his
own. Groves states that “the allegations
against Leyland are nothing more than
speculation.” He cites law stating that
even if a director has a direct or indirect
interest in a contract or transaction

that does not nullify the contract. And
because Herrmann and Leyland were,
according to Groves, “the guiding minds
of the Society” during this period, and
authorized to act in its behalf, their
agreement with the Sykes becomes a
contract.
The Integrated Land Management
Bureau (ILMB), which had initially
refused to grant a license for the Sykes’
dock, has been awaiting the judge’s
decision before deciding how to
proceed. Justice Groves has ruled that
the “appropriate remedy” in this case is to
“grant an easement across the Parkland,
establishing access from the plaintiff’s
lot to the waterfront for moorage,” in
other words for ILMB to grant a private
moorage tenure. This decision will
be binding upon the Regional District
as well, despite the transferral of the
Parklands to the RDCK. “They (RDCK)
are clearly aware that they took title
subject to any determination to be made
in this litigation,” writes Groves. The
covenant restricting private moorage
must be removed from the Regional
District’s title to the property.
The Sykes will also be granted their
costs in the litigation.

by Jan McMurray
After 35 years in public education and
two years as Superintendent of Schools
at School District No. 8 Kootenay Lake,
Pat Dooley has announced her retirement
as of July 1.
“It has been a privilege and
inspiration to work in public education,”
Dooley said in an interview.
By the sounds of it, Dooley will be
very busy in her retirement, and will
continue with some of her work in public
education. She will carry on with the
projects she is involved in with the six
Kootenay school districts. One of these
is the Leadership Project, which she
designed, and another is the ‘Network
of Performance-based Schools,’ where

30 schools in the six districts are doing
action research.
Dooley says she is also looking
forward to time with her husband and
family, and her two new grandchildren.
There is a bit of travel in her plans, as
well as hiking and golfing all over the
Kootenays.
“I really enjoyed the chance to lead
the district and I’m proud of some of my
accomplishments,” she said. “Building
a new leadership team was one of the
reasons I was hired as superintendent,
because there was a number of new
people in the district office. I am also
proud of the Literacy Innovation Project,
which I designed three years ago and
continued with as superintendent.” She

said the district has seen huge successes
in terms of literacy and numeracy.
“One of the highlights was getting
the Mt Sentinel kids home from Haiti,”
she said. “That was something I never
thought I’d be doing, but it was pretty
amazing when I look back on that
week. It was the most emotional and
challenging and rewarding kind of
leadership thing I’ve ever done. What
people needed there was someone to
take charge, stay calm and keep things
in perspective, and I’m so glad it was
successful because it was obviously
very tense.”
She says the biggest challenge she
faced as superintendent was the lack of
predictability around funding. “We’ve

worked very hard on our finances here
at the school district. In my first year as
superintendent we finished the deficit
repayment and could not carry even one
dollar into the next year. So not knowing
what you could count on in terms of
financial resources was a challenge.
But we have a wonderful school district
and we’ve always been able to say that
we have great programs for the kids,
great results and great communities
that our kids are being educated in, no
matter what’s going on financially. I
hope that people reflect that when they
read about School District 8, it is often
about budget challenges and rarely about
problems with the education that the
kids are getting. I think that should give

people confidence about the quality of
the educational experience in School
District No. 8.” The new superintendent
is expected to be hired in April, giving
Dooley time to do some transitioning
with her successor.

submitted
Nakusp’s project to build a
new emergency services centre just
got a big boost. Columbia Basin

Trust (CBT) is providing $290,000
for a Regional Training Centre for
emergency services to be housed in
the new building. This training centre

is one component of a $2,315,000
project to create a facility that will
guarantee a permanent home for
the region’s Emergency Social

Services, the Nakusp Volunteer Fire
Department, Arrow Lakes Search and
Rescue, and the regional Provincial
Emergency Preparedness agency.
The training centre will include
on-site training for all the volunteers
and staff to maintain or improve their
skills without needing to undertake
expensive travel costs for courses.
This will fill a regional need for
community-based training, and
enhance the well-being of Nakusp
and surrounding communities.
The Village of Nakusp has also
received $1,345,000 through the
Community Adjustment Fund, part
of the Government of Canada’s
Economic Action Plan, in addition
to its own contribution of $550,000
and a contribution from Arrow Lakes
Search and Rescue towards this
project.
“The Village of Nakusp was very
fortunate to have been approved by the
federal government for this project and
we are extremely pleased and grateful
with the support that CBT has given
this project and our community,” said
Karen Hamling, Mayor, Village of
Nakusp. “This project brings together
our emergency services groups in
a way never realized in the region
before; the new, stronger partnerships
built will continue throughout the

region for years to come.”
The new building is anticipated to
be completed in March 2011.

School District 8 Superintendent, Pat Dooley Retires

SD #8 Superintendent Pat Dooley is retiring.

CBT supports regional training centre at Nakusp emergency services centre

CBT President and CEO Neil Muth and CBT Board Director Paul Peterson present a cheque for $290,000 to Nakusp
Mayor Karen Hamling for the new regional emergency services hub and training centre in Nakusp.

CBT to work with Basin
municipalities in Water
Smart initiative

submitted
CBT is partnering with 17 municipalities and two regional districts on an
ambitious initiative to reduce community
water use across the Basin by 20 percent
by 2015. Communities will determine
their own local water conservation target
that will contribute to the overall Basinwide target. A Water Smart Team will
provide one-on-one technical support
to help communities prepare, develop
and monitor a Water Smart Action
Plan, and CBT will provide up to
$10,000 in matching funds to support
the implementation of the plans. Local
governments will sign a Water Smart
Charter demonstrating their commitment
to water conservation and willingness
to work with CBT and other Basin
communities to achieve regional water
conservation goals.
The Water Smart Team will begin
working with local governments in a
staged approach beginning in March.
Participating local governments include
Slocan, Nakusp, Kaslo and the Regional
District of Central Kootenay.
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SD 8 passes motion to consider closure of WEG and Winlaw
by Jan McMurray
A motion to consider closure of WE
Graham and Winlaw Schools narrowly
passed at School District No. 8’s board
meeting of February 23. Five trustees
voted in favour (Trenaman, Hambler,
Joy, Mayers-McKenzie and Field) and
four against (Lindsay, Lang, Maslechko
and Wright).
Winlaw PAC Chair Jo Buckland
said in an interview after the meeting
that she and many other people were very
disappointed. “There was a mass exodus
of the public from that meeting after they
passed that motion,” she said.
After hearing loud and clear at the
two public meetings held on this issue
in February that the communities want
more time to work together to come up
with a solution, Slocan Valley trustee
Barb Lindsay put forward a motion that
would provide that time. Her motion

gives the communities and the board
one year, with any changes at the schools
coming into effect in September 2011.
However, Lindsay’s motion was tabled
until after March 15, which is the date the
Province is supposed to inform school
districts of the funding details required
for districts to finalize their budgets.
Buckland said she understood that
the board’s motivation in passing the
‘consideration of closure’ motion was
to keep all the options open until the
board finds out exactly what its budget
for next year looks like. However, she
says she and many others feel that the
board did not hear what the public told
them at the February meetings. “I told
them [at the February 16 meeting] that
if closure was not removed from the
options, the communities would not
work together effectively because of
the fear factor,” she said. Buckland says

it is interesting to note that Lindsay’s
original motion was amended twice
before being tabled. The motion as
amended reads: “That the School Board
delays its decision regarding Slocan
Valley schools in order to allow the
communities of Slocan Valley schools
– in collaboration with all interested
parties – to find an economically viable
and educationally sound option that will
provide the opportunity for excellence in
a nurturing environment to all learners.
It is understood that a Board decision
will be made for implementation by
school start-up in September, 2011.”
Lindsay’s original motion put a deadline
of February 28, 2011 on the board’s
decision, and had “in each of the four
schools” at the end of the first sentence.
The board decided to delete these two
elements from the motion because they
wanted to have more flexibility both on

by Kate Guthrie
Canadian children’s performer
Fred Penner shared songs, stories and
laughter to open ‘Growing Our Kids,’
the West Kootenay Regional Research
Forum that met in Castlegar and Nelson
February 24-27.
“You must never underestimate
your ability to make a difference in the
life of a child,” Penner told the crowd of
early childhood educators, researchers
and advocates in Nelson.
Over 100 attendants in both towns
learned about four of the latest regional
studies on early childhood development
and discussed possible responses. A
Community Action Plan is anticipated
to follow in April based on the two
group discussions.
Understanding the Early Years
(UEY) sponsored the showcase
along with the Kootenay Boundary
Community Services Co-operative
(KBCSC). UEY is a research initiative
providing information about factors
influencing child development in
specific communities throughout
Canada.
The UEY Mapping Report, said
presenter Helen Lutz, “represents
a snapshot in time” of regional
socioeconomic environments, programs
and services, and community planning.
The study demonstrated that services for
families with young children (age 0-6,
or 6% of the population) are clustered in
higher income neighbourhoods such as
Rossland, not in lower income areas like
Salmo and the Arrow Lakes. The need
to acknowledge undeclared income or
voluntary simplicity as a factor in some
families’ “poverty” was discussed.
The Early Learning Co-ordinator
for School Districts 8, 10 and 20,
Kristi Crowe, discussed the Early
Development Instrument (EDI), which
assesses kindergarten children. Because
the Slocan/Thrums area had so few
students surveyed, its results were
suppressed for confidentiality. Regionwide, kids were found to be most
secure in their communication skills
– the ability to express one’s needs,
understand others in English and
actively participate in storytelling – and
most vulnerable in emotional maturity –
the ability to empathize with others and
express one’s emotions safely.
Interestingly, vulnerability levels
are rising everywhere except Arrow
Lakes, Crowe said, which has the
second lowest vulnerability rate in the

province. This is especially interesting
because the UEY Mapping Report
(above) indicated that Arrow Lakes is
lower-income than other areas in the
region, and has fewer services. “We
can look at communities that are having
success and ask what they are doing,”
Crowe said. During the round-table
discussions, a proposed action was to
consult Arrow Lakes.
Because the EDI was conducted
only in public schools, homeschooled,
unschooled, and alternatively educated
children, who may make up a significant
proportion of young children in the
region, were not assessed. “Many of
those families are uncomfortable with
government in their homes,” Crowe
said. Discussion included possible
hindrances and solutions to this issue.
Judy Pollard presented the
Community Research Report, based
on 2006 Canadian Census data and
the Parents Interviews and Direct
Assessments of Children (PIDAC)
survey, which aims to assess children
in their homes. “Four factors strongly
related to children’s developmental
outcomes,” Pollard said, “Cohesiveness
of family unity, mental health of the
mother, parenting skills and practices,

and the extent to which parents engage
with their children.” Furthermore, the
study showed that an “authoritative”
parenting style, one which included
high levels of love and support and
clear guidelines around socialization
and responsibility, was found to be
most beneficial for kids’ development,
Pollard said.
Dorothy Kaytor presented the ‘15
by 15’ report from the Human Early
Learning Partnership of UBC. The
report assesses the needs of children
in relation to the future workforce.
“Evidence shows that kids who are more
vulnerable in kindergarten are more
likely to be less job ready,” Kaytor said.
Following the presentations,
attendees participated in discussions on
employment related-issues, pregnancy,
health and parenting supports, income
supports and poverty reduction,
early education and care, early child
development coalitions and an open table
where additional issues were considered.
Kaytor and Pollard are assigned the task
to correlate the discussion conclusions
into a Community Action Plan.
Penner closed the showcase with
a song he wrote for UEY, entitled ‘The
Early Years.’
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the timeline and the number of schools
in the valley.
The next public meeting scheduled

by the board on this issue will be on
March 29 at 6:30 pm. The location has
not yet been announced.

by Jan McMurray
As school closures become the trend
around the province, the call to action is
getting louder.
Slocan Valley resident Shuggy
Milligan was inspired to start up a
website as a result of the threat of
closure or reconfiguration of WE
Graham and Winlaw Schools. Visit
www.save-bc-schools.ca to sign a

petition, read a list of action ideas, get
contact information for the premier, the
Minister of Education and others who
need to receive letters from citizens,
and much more.
Visit www.vsb.bc.ca/advocacy
to access the advocacy page of the
Vancouver School Board’s website. This
site also has excellent information, links,
contact information, and a sample letter.

School closures: time to act

How are West Kootenay kids faring today?

MARCH
SALE

QUICKSTYLE LAMINATE FLOORING
25 YEAR WARRANTY • SOUTH BEECH
SALE $1.36/SQ FT
FLOOR BOARD LAMINATE “MADE IN GERMANY”
25 YEAR WARRANTY • MERBAU
$1.53/SQ FT
HARDWOOD FLOORING ¾” X 3 ¼” WHITE OAK
BUTTERSCOTCH STAIN • UV CURED ALUMINIUM OXIDE COATING
SALE $4.29/SQ FT
ARMSTRONG “STENCILCRAFT” BRICK BLUE 6’ LINOLEUM
SUPER CLEARANCE LIST $ 36.70/ SQ YD
SALE $15.95/SQ YD
ARMSTRONG “INDUSTRIA” PATINA METRO GREEN 6’ 6” LINOLEUM
SUPER CLEARANCE LIST $ 32.80/ SQ YD
SALE $14.95/SQ YD
STILL SOME LEFT… MOUNTAIN SERIES CERAMIC TILE 12.5” X 12.5”
REG. $3.26/SQ FT SALE $1.89 / SQ FT
GET AN EXTRA 10% OFF SPRING SALE
ALL CWD WINDOWS AND DOORS MONTH OF MARCH
SNOW SHOVELS ARE OUT!
(PEAT MOSS, PLANTING SOILS, SEEDS ARE IN)
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Waste
disposal needs
improvement

I live approximately 15 kilometres
south of Nakusp, near McDonald Creek
Provincial Park. The reason for this
letter is to inform you that I am now
beginning to understand why it is that
every side road between my house and
the Nakusp landfill, including pullouts,
driveways, side roads, logging roads,
gravel pits, BC Hydro rights-of-way,
and along Highway 6 itself, is being
used as a dumping ground.
It starts with a bit of yard waste then
progresses to ever-larger amounts of
construction materials, rocks and gravel,
animal carcasses, household garbage,
appliances and even sewage. Pickup
loads of stuff, even dump truck loads.
Why go to the municipal dump and
have to pay to dump your garbage? You
have to drive through broken glass and
metal, then wade through the stinkiest,
filthiest garbage, mud and shit and
unload your garbage, then get back in
your vehicle. Even after washing your
boots and floor mats you still have to
deal with the smell for days. This is not
acceptable.
I pick up garbage from several
of my neighbours so I visit the dump
regularly. Over the past few weeks I
have stayed at the dump and spoken
to others bringing their garbage and
to a person, they all complain about
the filthy conditions and all of them
said they knew of someplace where
someone has dumped their garbage
off-site.
After speaking to so many
disgruntled home and business owners
who comply and pay, I believe that
without some kind of immediate
improvement over what we pay for,
there will be a lot more illegal dumping
once the snow recedes and the side
roads become more accessible.
Please don’t say it can be fixed but
it will just cost more money. The RDCK
sucks enough out of us for these types
of privileges as it is.
Charles Maxfield
Nakusp

Let’s support
each other’s
chosen
recreation

Lighten up
over May Days
burnouts

Please print my apology and
clarification to Liza Ireland and any
others who may have been confused
by parts of my letter to the editor
regarding application #4404926. Liza
is correct in saying “it is important
we have accurate information” and
the OCP did show “a diversity
of opinions both for and against
motorized use.” No the OPC does
not dictate that “any further trails
must include motorized usage.” I
was referring to the comments and
responses gathered during the process
and not the final OCP document itself.
On the topic of the petition of
Oct 25, 2007, Liza is confusing
this petition with a different and
separate petition regarding a park
expansion titled, “We the residents
of Summit Lake do not want to
have the boundaries of Summit
Lake Provincial Park expanded.” At
the meeting with ILMB, residents
were assured we would maintain
our access as it is now. According
to Don Munroe some (8?) of the
19 signatories asked to be removed
from the list.
The question of access was
obviously more important as the
petition to maintain it had more
signatures than the park boundary
issue. No one to date has indicated
any change in the trail petition.
Accurate information is the only
way we can make well-informed
decisions. We have before us, the
opportunity to create something to
be proud of for all members of our
community family. I fully support
the development of a trail system
that is inclusive to all. This could
be the catalyst that finally brings us
all together with a common goal.
Let’s all support each others chosen
recreation and move forward.
Tim Fox
Summit Lake

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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A world without fun, is that what
we want? Oh, they are the intolerant
ones, those who would stop the
burnouts at Kaslo May Days. After all
it is only for entertainment purposes
and the wind disperses the pollution
away from Kaslo.
So what about the chainsaws at
Kaslo Loggers Sports, or the 2,000
people who drive to Kaslo Jazz Fest?
Not to mention all the sports fans who
drive to hockey, or need I say it, those
pesky motorcyclists who spew their
exhaust into the air too.
Today all of the above activities
are still legal and when the intolerant
ones have their way it will surely
be a better world. It’s just too bad
the intolerant ones lost the battle
to prevent shopping on Sundays,
because since then nothing has been
the same.
Patrick Mackle,
Kaslo

Cutbacks hurt
the arts

We would like to assure members
of the public, the BC Arts Council and
all other associated organizations who
support the arts, that ALAC is doing
its utmost to highlight the significance
and importance of the contribution
made by all those involved in the
arts, cultural and heritage sectors
not only within our own collection
of communities, but throughout the
West Kootenay, all other parts of BC
and beyond.
Since learning of the BC
Government’s unprecedented
action of cutting funding supports
severely without adequate notice
and also undermining the efforts
of the voluntary organizations
dependent on gaming revenues –
required to maintain large numbers
of programs and services, Arrow
Lakes Arts Council has joined forces
with numerous other groups having
similar concerns, to lobby for the
reinstatement of arts funding.
We have signed and circulated
numerous petitions, filed letters of
protest with various governmental
officials, completed surveys and
spoken with deep concern of budgetcutting actions and the effect this is
having at present as well as on the
future advancement of the arts in
general.
We are continuing to make every
effort to seek ways in which our

			

ALAC can support area artists and the
18 member-groups which currently
operate under the aegis of the Arts
Council.
ALAC has organized workshops
and facilitated strategy-planning
sessions intended to bring focus to
the inner workings of each of our
member-groups and their individual
memberships, and we continue to
discuss various ways in which we can
coordinate our collective efforts aimed
at strengthening our various programs
and services. In addition, we continue
to seek ways of utilizing local and
regional media to build audiences
and attract visitors such as providing
community event and cultural
information, volunteer opportunities,
as well as encouraging networking
including website development.
We are working toward increasing
public awareness of the need to do
what we can to reduce unnecessary
expenses and increase our level of
self-sufficiency.
Earlier this week, representatives
of Arrow Lakes Arts Council as well
as various member-groups, met with
MLA Katrine Conway in Nakusp,
to discuss our views and to request
her active support in calling for the
reinstatement of arts funding.
Marilyn Boxwell, President
Arrow Lakes Arts Council

Keep our
schools open
for long-term
needs

I was so proud of the well-spoken,
well-researched and passionate
support expressed for our excellent
valley school system, at the meeting
held at WE Graham Community
School Feb.16. The large turnout was
an affirmation of our long-time Slocan
Valley legacy as a diverse community
committed to overcoming adversity
through good will, resolute dedication
to strong educational values and
creative problem solving.
The school board is certainly in a
difficult position facing government
funding limitations. It is ESSENTIAL
to plan for the long-range growth of
our valley rather than to succumb to
the temptation to choose short-term
cuts like school closures. This region
is presently entering a new cycle of
population growth. Despite our job
losses and high real estate prices,
we are experiencing a large influx of
young families moving here; our own
young people are returning to raise
their children, and an influx of new
youth are moving here from across the
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country. We must plan NOW for this
wave of children who will be filling
our schools again over the next decade.
Our present system of four schools
in our VERY spread out lower valley
section is outstandingly successful,
and well balanced, staffed by extraordinarily dedicated teachers. The
schools are supported by deeply caring
committed groups of parents and
PAC councils who give tremendous
amounts of invaluable time and
energy to sustain both the social values
and the academic excellence of our
community school environments.
Winlaw School and WE Graham
community schools are truly the hearts
of their geographic regions, and serve
much greater needs than just those
of students; Strong Start programs,
Learning Centres, community events
and classes are just a few of the
important extra needs met by our
schools.
The lives of our two adult children,
born and raised here, bear witness
to our exceptional local schools;
their well-being, self esteem and
career successes owe much to their
wonderful educational experiences
and the ease of their transitions, from
Winlaw School K-6, to WE Graham
and the Valhalla Wilderness School,
and then to Mt. Sentinel School. The
timing of these transitions is so ideal,
refreshing the student body mixes
in synchronization with the changes
from childhood to early puberty and
full adolescence.
The Valhalla Wilderness School
at WE Graham offers much more
than a blend of outdoor sports and
academics, team work, out trips
and backcountry survival skills; our
experience was that this program
greatly strengthened social and life
skills, personal responsibility and
leadership abilities, and was a very
significant positive influence upon all
kids involved. This small program has
a large waiting list, and with support
from the school board it could be
expanded to meet this demand which
extends throughout our district.
Our community is eloquent in
voicing their concerns and their
determination to not lose the
EXCELLENCE of our present schools
that we have worked so hard to sustain
over decades. Surely our school board
can find other short-term financial
solutions, and our long-term vision of
healthy community schools that truly
serve our present and future needs can
continue to thrive. School closures are
NOT AN OPTION!
Pamela Nagley Stevenson
Winlaw
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Multi-use means
unsuitable for
bicycles

As an avid cyclist who has cycled
almost every rail trail in Western Canada,
including the Kettle Valley Rail/Trail
several times, I sincerely hope those in
favour of a multi-use trail will reconsider.
Using the KVR as an example,
particularly on the stretch between
Penticton and the Coquihalla, it is clear
that multi-use designation winds up
meaning “unsuitable for bicycles”!
What happens is, the motorized
vehicles (dirt bikes, ATVs) chew up the
surface, grinding it to sand, and making
it next to impossible for cyclists to use
safely and comfortably. What’s more, the
use of motorized vehicles on these trails
leads to the need for constant repair and
upgrading. Even worse, the operators of
motorized vehicles on such trails tend to
ignore posted speed limits and become a
danger to persons using non-motorized
methods of recreation.
I would also like to point out there
are hundreds, if not thousands, of old
logging roads, spurs and gravel roads
that may be safely used by motorized
recreational vehicles. Most of those
facilities are not at all useable by persons
on bicycles. Why, when there are so
many other options, do the users of such
vehicles insist on making the one trail
that could be used by cyclists, walkers
and horse riders safely, multi-use?
Another point involves tourism.
People used to come from all over the
world to use the KVR. Those numbers
have decreased a lot in the past several
years, partly because great lengths of
the KVR have been rendered useless
by the proliferation of ATVs and dirt
bikes. Quite simply, its just not safe
or enjoyable to be constantly dodging
fast-moving machines, or trying to
pedal through the quicksand they leave
in their wake!
If the people of the Slocan really
want a trail that will be used safely and
frequently by cyclists, hikers and horse
riders, and will also attract such folks
from far away, then they will be well
advised to re-think their insistence on
making the trail multi-use!
Will Webster
Kaslo

Trail confusion

At the risk of boring readers tired
of hearing about the Rosebery-Summit
Lake rail trail and the Hills survey, please
allow me to address some confusion in
your last issue regarding recent letters to
the Valley Voice.
I did not write regarding the Hills
survey, as Donna Shaw states, that “a
vast majority of Hills residents support
non-motorized use of this trail.” I wrote
“the vast majority of reported use is nonmotorized,” a statement clearly backed
up by the survey results.
Regarding support for motorized
use on the trail, the Hills survey had
three separate responses: Yes (23%), Yes
with Conditions (35%), and No (41%). I
listed these three responses in a previous
letter, but Ms. Shaw calls that “a sleight
of hand.” She argues that the “Yes” and
“Yes with Conditions” responses should
be added together to show majority

support for motorized use. I believe
there is a distinction here, with those
who answered “Yes with Conditions”
offering suggestions for how motorized
and self-propelled recreation could coexist. These include speed and noise
controls; local use only; respect for all
users; allowing motorized access for
those that require assistance, for people
with disabilities, and for maintenance.
Ms. Shaw also claims that the
question of support or opposition to the
RDCK application was not even on the
Hills survey. The Rail Trail section of the
survey was introduced by the statement:
“The RDCK has applied to the BC
government for a lease to manage the
former CPR rail corridor from Rosebery
to Summit Lake as a recreational trail.
They are interested in local use patterns
and concerns.” This was followed by
questions inviting comments about use,
level of development favoured, and
issues of concern.
The Hills Rec Society board worked
hard to design an informative survey,
to get a good response rate, and to
present the results completely and
accurately. Copies are available for
anyone interested.
In another letter, Tim Fox expresses
surprise at “the back door manner of
this application,” but his view doesn’t
correspond to the history of this drawnout public process. The RDCK first
passed a motion to assume jurisdiction
over the rail grade in 2001, following
recommendations from a two-year round
of public consultation. Then, in July of
2008, after another two years of meetings
and a request from the Hills Rec Society,
the RDCK passed another motion and
started the process of acquiring the trail.
This was recorded in their minutes and
reported in the papers, and now, over a
year later, the application to the province
is in process.
The RDCK board has passed two
other resolutions related to this rail trail.
The first calls for an impact assessment of
recreational use with recommendations
on how to limit damage. The second calls
for working closely with stakeholders
on unresolved issues including multiuse. These should contribute to good
decisions if this project proceeds.
Richard Allin
Hills

Nakusp needs a
new fire hall

“Does Nakusp need a new fire hall?”
asks John Pazurik of Nakusp.
“Long overdue!” is my response.
Let me begin by stating that I am
not a structural engineer but the physical
state of the current hall is obvious.
Several years of water damage and
subsequent rot has resulted in unsafe
electrical, unstable structural areas, not
to mention astronomical heating/AC
costs. There is no storage and two of the
trucks are being stored outside. Currently
the fire trucks have to be driven outside
before the firefighters can put their safety
gear on. It doesn’t have a proper exhaust
disposal system, which is a serious health
risk for our firefighters. The bottom line
– all buildings age and have lifespans.
The Nakusp fire hall has had a good life
and should now be laid to rest.
The new Emergency Service
Building will encompass not only

5

the fire trucks, search & rescue, road
rescue but BC ambulance service as
well. It will become a regional training
centre. The cost sharing of the building,
maintenance, heating and equipment is
a benefit to all taxpayers.
I say “Job well done!” to our council
for working diligently to secure grants.
Obviously Mr. Pazurik you have never
had to write a grant. Let me assure you
that this is quite a task. I as a taxpayer
am grateful to have a grant to assist
with the replacement of a decrepit and
ancient fire hall.
I say “Job well done!” to our
emergency responders. Your sacrifice
and commitment is deeply appreciated.
You are the heroes of our communities!
Kim Reich
Nakusp

extravagantly rewarded ?
There is much common ground in
language and psychology between sports
and wars. In both cases small groups of
our citizens battle in our name for victory
against other nations. Of course warmongering politicians will want to stage
huge sporting events like the Olympics,
because they powerfully but indirectly
promote a war mentality.
These comparisons may seem rather
ridiculous to our conscious minds, but
our unconscious minds lap it up. There
is lots of emotional energy but not
much discriminating awareness in Go
Canada Go.
Keith Newberry
Slocan

The Olympic extravaganza
in Vancouver was an excellent tool
to condition Canadians to accept
overwhelming doses of injustice and
inequality from the arbitrary exercise of
government power. “Find out just what
people will submit to, and you have
found out the exact amount of injustice
and wrong which will be imposed upon
them.” (Frederick Douglass.) It is also an
attempt to influence Canadians, by the
association of sports and capitalist ideas
in an intensely feel-good atmosphere,
to feel positive about Canada becoming
an aggressive capitalist-military nation
like the US.
First off there is the massive
expenditure of tax-payers’ money,
totaling several billion dollars, on a
project that does no good to most of us.
The “soft” example of the Olympics
makes it easier to get the public to shrug
when billions are allocated to corporatecapitalist wars. We get used to extremely
deserving causes being starved of funds
(Ed Nixon and Robin Sherrod have
already detailed many of these in their
excellent contributions) while favoured
status and imperial budgets seemingly
have no limit.
Both the Olympics and modern wars
start with a “shock and awe” blitz that
produces a strongly exultant, triumphant
feeling in observers. Already all other
considerations are becoming secondary,
and all that matters is winning. In the
Olympics the “collateral damage” is
loss of funds to genuinely deserving
causes, abuse of civil rights, and huge
inconvenience to people who need to
move around Vancouver. To Olympic
spectators, these incidentals begin to
seem a small price to pay, and we lose
sight of the fact that the price is being
paid by those who do not benefit.
The Olympics and wars are both
associated with marching, flag-waving
patriotism, with objectors being labeled
unpatriotic. Corporate involvement
and huge profits are a given in both
situations. The slogan “own the podium”
is a brilliant melding of the concepts of
winning and owning, easily transferable
in our unconscious minds to the invasion
and exploitation of resources in other
lands. We are winners so we have the
right to own. The triumphant athletes
at the Olympics are given gold and
honours, so shouldn’t our CEOs, who
tell us they are also “winners,” be

Month after month of reading
anti-cell-phone rants has given
me a headache. A peer-reviewed
study group of two, over coffee,
determined that left unchecked the
headache could eventually morph
into brain cancer. According to
new research by three European
scientists, unchecked brain cancer
can ultimately lead to death.
Of course, I can avoid this
dreadful malady simply by folding
the offending newspaper, shredding
the latest paid- or unpaid anti-cellphone advisory, and using it to stoke
the woodstove.
Similarly, the anti-cell phone
brigade can always choose to not
use a cell phone, to not stand near
someone else using a cell phone,
or to bury their collective heads in
the Slocan sand to duck all those
nasty cell phone rays. However, be
forewarned; in a recent international
poll, 75% of 8,000 people with their
heads in sand reported headaches.
In the interests of community
building, perhaps we could work
together to eliminate our headaches.
Chris Dawson
Winlaw

The Olympic
(Mind) Games

Cellphone
debate bad for
health?

Valhalla
Wilderness
Society has a
broad mandate

In the Feb. 24 Valley Voice,
Peter Roulston complained
that the Valhalla Committee for
Environmental Health goes beyond
the Valhalla Wilderness Society’s
mandate to “save wilderness.”
Actually, this is not so.
The purpose in the Society’s
Constitution includes parks and
wilderness, but it also includes a
broader mandate “to participate
in environmental issues.” Our
environment includes water and air,
thus the Society’s mandate includes
water and air pollution. Smoke or
toxic fumes are only two forms of
air pollution among many, such as
cell phone transmission radiation,
which scientific research has shown
to be hazardous to health.
The Committee doesn’t seek
“keeping New Denver as part of

the wilderness,” which Mr. Roulston
deplores. Our work on cell phone
transmission radiation is no different
than our concern for what wrongly
injures others, whether animals or
humans, through environmental
degradation. Pretending that New
Denver would not be impacted by
polluted water or toxically radiated
air is to create a false line, as if hazards
stopped at the Village boundary.
Given what we’ve learned about
what endangers animals surely
should lead us to be concerned with
what endangers human beings.
In the 1980s, VWS participated
intensively in the Environmental
Assessment of the proposed Celgar
Pulp Mill expansion, seeking to
prevent increased air and water
pollution. From 1994 to 1999, VWS
worked intensively on the health
hazards of water contamination and
landslides from logging, as well as
on air pollution from the Slocan mill.
In 2000, the directors felt it
was time to define the meaning
of VWS’s constitutional purpose
“to participate in environmental
issues,” to clarify for our members
the full scope of Valhalla’s activities.
A draft Charter for this purpose
was sent to every member with
the announcement of the Annual
General Meeting, inviting our
members to give input, either in
writing or by coming to the meeting.
The Charter states (amongst
other things): “The health,
survival and quality of life of
human beings is endangered by
damage to the environment. The
Valhalla Wilderness Society will
promote practices to safeguard
the environmental health and
safety needs of human beings...”
There were no objections from our
members.
In 2002 VWS did extensive
research and worked with BC Parks
and the Ministry of Forests on the
health issues of forest fire smoke.
In 2007, in the newsletter
announcing the death of Colleen
McCrory from brain cancer, VWS
included a full-page presentation
about the dangers of cell phones
in causing brain cancer and other
illnesses. The newsletter announced
the formation of the Valhalla
Committee for Environmental
Health, and the appointment
of Richard Caniell as head of it.
The name made it even more
apparent that VWS was involved
in environmental health issues.
Naming a separate committee
helped to channel inquiries to
Mr. Caniell and his team without
interrupting the work of VWS’s
wilderness campaigners.
Lastly, our members’ funds are
not being used to file a lawsuit on
cell phones. VWS has applied for
special funding available only for
legal purposes. And the recent fullpage ad in the Valley Voice was paid
for from the directors’ pockets to
spare our meager funds for working
on the proposed Selkirk Mountain
Caribou Park.
Anne Sherrod, Chair
Valhalla Wilderness Society
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Denver Siding water rates increase; residents want to join New Denver
by Jan McMurray
Denver Siding residents agreed
to an increase in their water rates at a
meeting on February 25 at Knox Hall
with Area H Director Walter Popoff,
RDCK Manager of Environmental
Services Uli Wolf, and New Denver
Mayor Gary Wright.
Rates will rise to $400 per year, a
substantial increase from the $250 per
year the water users have been paying.
The increase was necessary because
residents’ water rates did not cover the

system’s operating costs last year, and
an $8,056 deficit is being carried over
to this year’s budget. Mayor Wright
explained that the Local Government
Act stipulates that the users of a service
must pay for the service, and deficits
are not allowed. The Denver Siding
deficit was caused by unexpected
repair costs last year – some leaks
in the system took much longer than
expected to find and fix.
Wolf estimated that residents
would have to pay $540 to meet this

THE NEW DENVER
FITNESS-WELLNESS
CENTRE
Recreation Commission #6 manages a fantastic community fitness
facility located at the Slocan Lake Health Centre. For a $20 annual
fee and $2 per visit, members can use treadmills, bikes, elliptical
trainers, a rowing machine, universal, weights and more. The gym
is used for basketball, badminton, aerobics, ballroom dancing or
just plain running around. Lucerne School has been introducing
students to the centre’s uses and we have a policy that allows
younger members to join with the permission of their parents and
the assurance that they have had the proper training. The fees for
youth are optional.
Novices who want to use the weights and related equipment can
receive the required training at Alley Fitness in Nakusp from Sheila,
our recommended professional trainer. Scott Rookes, our invaluable
”equipment volunteer,” has also offered to help instruct people on the
use of the machines. Anyone interested in joining the New Denver
Fitness Centre please contact Donna Jean Wright at 358-7200.
Thank you for paying visit dues. All money collected goes directly
back into upkeep.

The Corporation of the
Village of Slocan
P.O. Box 50,
Slocan, B.C V0G 2C0
RFP 2010-01
CONTRACT
Springer Creek RV Park and Campground
Operator
The Village of Slocan invites proposals for:
Operator for the Springer Creek RV Park and Campground
The Operator for the Springer Creek RV Park and Campground
will also be responsible for duties related to associated facilities:
the Beach area, Kiddies’ Park and the Slocan Travel/Visitor
Information Booth.
The Village of Slocan reserves the right to extend the agreement
for an additional two (2) years provided the agreement is
mutually agreeable to both the Village and the Contractor.
Details of the Operator position can be found in the Request for
Proposal which is available on the Village of Slocan website,
www.slocancity.com and at the Village Office – 503 Slocan
Street.
Proposals will be accepted no later than:
12:00 p.m. Thursday, March 25th, 2010
Proposals may be faxed, mailed or e-mailed.
Please note that the Village will not be held responsible for
fax transmission errors that could occur. Please confirm your
submission.
Submission should be sent to:
Chief Administrative Officer
Village of Slocan
PO Box 50
Slocan, B.C. V0G 2C0
Fax No: (250) 355-2666
Email: info@villageofslocan.ca
Only those that are being considered for the position will be
contacted.

year’s budget and pay off the deficit,
but recognized this was too high a
jump. He indicated that he felt $400
per year was reasonable, and residents
were prepared to accept this. Director
Popoff offered to apply for $5,000 from
the RDCK’s Community Development
fund at the March 25 board meeting to
cover the difference.
One resident asked if the $50,000
sitting in the Denver Siding water
system’s reserve fund could be used to
cover the deficit. Wolf explained that
most of the bylaws governing RDCK
water systems prohibit the use of
reserve funds for operating costs – they
must be used for capital expenditures
to upgrade the system. He promised
to check the Denver Siding bylaw,
but cautioned the community to think
about whether or not they wanted to
do this. Spending the reserve fund now
will result in bigger borrowing when
it comes time to upgrade the system,
and Wolf pointed out that you end
up paying double when you borrow.
Director Popoff also warned against
spending the reserve funds, as they
can be used to leverage grant money.
The Denver Siding water system
has been the subject of ongoing
discussions between the community
and the RDCK for more than a year
now. The system does not meet
current standards, as specified in new
provincial water regulations, and has
been on Boil Water Order for many
years. Because the Interior Health
Authority is actively enforcing the
new regulations, the RDCK is trying
to be proactive and find solutions for
the water systems it owns that do not
meet the new standards.
The solution Denver Siding

residents have decided to pursue is to
join the Village of New Denver and
connect to the Village water system.
They were surveyed in June last year
on this and there was no opposition.
This option would be much less
expensive than upgrading the entire
system, which would involve installing
a treatment plant as well as improving
the distribution system.
New Denver has made it clear
that it is not looking to expand, but
is willing to bring in Denver Siding
water users if they join the Village and
if they upgrade the distribution system
first. Mayor Wright reiterated this at
the meeting. “If there is something
the Village can do that helps you as
residents and that doesn’t hurt us, we
will consider it. If your system is up
to snuff, you would join the Village,
connect to our water system, and then
you are a full participant, contributing
to our water reserve fund.”
The RDCK has applied for a grant
to do a study on the cost implications of
the New Denver boundary expansion.
Popoff expects to hear back on this

grant sometime this month.
A grant application to cover the
costs of upgrading the Denver Siding
distribution system was turned down
recently because the grant program
was oversubscribed. The cost of the
upgrade to the distribution system has
been estimated at $300,000. Director
Popoff reports that the RDCK is ready
to re-apply for this funding as soon as
there is an opportunity.
One resident said he applied
the Village tax rate to his property
assessment, and found that his taxes
would double. He suggested that people
have their own wells drilled, claiming
that their tax savings would pay for
their wells within 20 years. Mayor
Wright agreed it was a good idea for
all residents to apply the Village tax
rate to their assessments, seeing as
how joining the Village is under serious
consideration. Another resident pointed
out that although joining the Village
would mean higher taxes, the rising
water fees associated with the Denver
Siding water system would even out the
costs in the two scenarios.

submitted by Craig Lawrence
The popular Kid’s Zone Buy
and Sell returns to the Slocan Valley
Saturday, March 27. This event,
now in its teenage years, is hosted
by the Slocan Valley Recreation
Commission at the Slocan Park Hall
from 10 am to 12 noon.
Just what is the Kid’s Zone Buy
and Sell and how does it work? It’s a
swap meet where nothing but kid’s

stuff is bought and sold. Clothes,
games, toys, books and sporting goods
are just some of the items which can
be found. On top of that kids are asked
to run the tables and make the sales.
Parents can assist at the tables if they
wish, but primarily we’re encouraging
the young entrepreneurs to make the
deals and close the sales. Of course, all
ages are welcome to come and shop.
Every spring finds kids cleaning
out their closets and cupboards and
finding items they’ve outgrown.
The event has become a great place
for those with young families to fill
their growing children’s needs at a
reasonable cost. Be ready to find lots
of great bargains.
Table space at this event sells out
every year, so if you are interested in
reserving a table call Slocan Valley
Recreation at 226-0008 before March
24 so you don’t miss out.

Kid’s Zone Buy and Sell
returns to Slocan Park

CORRECTION

In the Slocan council notes last
issue, the item regarding recruiting
a physician for the Wellness Centre
had some inaccuracies. Here is the
corrected version: Councillor Elliott
reported that Council and staff are
working on recruiting a physician
for the Wellness Centre. The Town
of Creston has successfully recruited
health care professionals to their
area and Slocan will be contacting
both the CAO of Creston and their
consultant to give Slocan information
and assistance with recruiting efforts.
Councillor Elliott suggested that
Slocan “prepare during the winter
for graduations in spring.”
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My journey for a second chance at life started with your prayers and love
submitted by Candice Mikkelson
Candice Mikkelson, a resident of
the New Denver area, tells her story
about her recent kidney and pancreas
transplant operation.
I have been ill with diabetes since
I was 10 years old. I started to have
complications with my kidneys in
2004, started dialysis in June 2006
and slowly went downhill from there.
In 2007, I was on hemo-dialysis and
was put on a double transplant list for
kidneys and pancreas. This was a big
decision – major surgery, a new start,
but mostly sacrifice.
I packed my bags and headed for
Chilliwack in September 2008. I was
leaving home, family and friends for
a leap into the unknown. Don’t worry,
you all came with me in my heart.
I would be treated at Abbotsford
Regional Hospital and Cancer Centre
(ARH) for dialysis and have many
visits to the ER. I spent 20 weeks
out of 18 months in and out of ARH.
I just about kicked the bucket three
times. It was apparent it was not my
time and I was to hang in there a
little longer.
Between my parents, friends
and my best friend (husband) Dean,
we got to know the ICU, CCU and
hospital staff quite well. If it weren’t
for everyone’s visits, cards, messages
of love and prayers, I would not be
writing this story.
In October 2009 I was ill again
with high blood pressure and
pancreatitis. I was in ARH for twoand-a-half weeks. On October 25,
a Sunday night, I said good night
to Dean on the phone and said my
prayers. Every night I prayed for my
ill friends and healthy family. This
night I said, “God, I’m ready – it’s
my turn.”
October 26. Three bouts
of pancreatitis, a mild stroke, a
broken wrist and 98 pounds later,
the transplant nurse calls my cell
phone during my dialysis run. “Hello,
Candice, how do you feel?” asks the
nurse. “Do you feel good enough
for a transplant?” “I…I…” I pass
my phone to a nurse – I am very
emotional. “Yes, yes, I am okay for
surgery, yes!” I finally say. I then
phone Dean and tell him the news.
He can’t believe it. “What do I do?”
he asks. Believe me, you think you’re
all organized, prepared and on the
ball, but nope.
As I have my last meal before
surgery, my Mom and I head for
VGH. I check in at the ER and
everyone is glowing and excited for
me. I don’t even know these people
and they can’t wait for me to be well.
I was treated like a movie star. Once
I got up to the ward that evening, I
met others waiting for a transplant or
recovering from one.
October 27. My Mom slept on
a lounger and was with me until
I went to pre-op. I think she was
more nervous than I. Dean was on
his way to Vancouver. My sister and
Dad and family were phoning often.
Me – on cloud nine. I knew I was in
good hands. The surgeons met me
and told me all about the operation
and what to expect when I woke up.
I just smiled and said thank you to
everyone in that cold, well-lit room.
Then, the anesthetist covered my
mouth and said, “Breathe…” “Dean,
Mommy, Dean…” I am calling out

and the nurse says to relax and not
move.
It has been four-and-a-half hours
and I’m to lay still? It turns out I
had a bleed where they attached my
kidney and the drain bag is really
filling up. So I’m out again, fixed
again. I receive three units of blood
and am sent up to the ward. Solid
transplant – successful. Dean is there
and Hayden is in my thoughts, it is
a second chance at life. I was up
walking in 12 hours.
When my sister – a type 1
diabetic for 27 years – arrived, we
cried tears of joy and relief. She was
taking pictures left, right and centre.
She was so proud of her big sister.
I asked her, now that I will be off
insulin and blood testing, would she
be mad at me? “What?” she says.
She gave me a hug and smiled. “I’d
rather poke myself the rest of my life
than go through what you’ve been
through.”

I couldn’t help thinking that I
could sleep in for a change. Eat a
bowl of cereal and milk. Play with
Hayden and my friend’s kids. Stay
up late and travel. Mostly, be a wife
and sister and the long-lost daughter
found.
It was a day after my surgery and
I felt back pain, nausea and cramping.
I knew this was bad. It was my old
pancreas and it was inflamed. My
blood pressure was through the roof
and I was sent to the critical care unit
for two days. Leslie and Viggo had to
see me ill instead of well. Dean was
there when I couldn’t sleep or talk or
care for myself. I was like a newborn.
My doctor didn’t know if I was going
to make it. And then, just like that, I
was on my way to getting well.
I was released after 14 days and
stayed in an apartment for a month
near VGH. I went to clinic twice a
week, saw a doctor and nurse, social
worker and dietician, and had daily

blood work, too. Recovery is going
well. It will take time physically,

emotionally and mentally. If this is
normal, it rocks! I am home – to stay.

New Denver Strong Start Centre

OFFICIAL GRAND OPENING
Monday, March 22
11 am
Lucerne School
Refreshments and
Ribbon cutting
ceremony

New Denver StrongStart Centre
VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
CAMPSITE ATTENDANT
May 1, 2010 – September 30, 2010
The Corporation of the Village of New Denver requires a
Resident Park Manager for the municipal campground. The
Village of New Denver will supply campsite and radio telephone
with the Resident Manager supplying firewood. Remuneration
will be at the rate of $8 per occupied site. Applicant must be
bondable.
Please submit applications to the Village of New Denver, in
person at 115 Slocan Avenue, by mail at PO Box 40, New
Denver, BC, V0G 1S0, by fax at 250-358-7251, or by email
at newdenver@netidea.com. Closing date for applications is
4:00 p.m. on Thursday April 8, 2010. For particulars please
contact the Village of New Denver Municipal Office at 358-2316,
Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Candice Mikkelson is recovering from a kidney and pancreas transplant at her
home in New Denver.

Duties:
 Ensure campers use designated campsites and obey
rules
 Collect camping fees (cash or traveler’s cheques only)
twice daily
 Cut, split and stack wood in firewood shed, and clean
up woodshed area
 Keep campsites clean and tidy (including cutting grass
and weeds in campsites)
 Collect money from showers
 Collect garbage and recyclables from campsite and
park twice daily
 Clean washrooms and showers three times daily
 Maintain supplies in washrooms
 Provide basic tourist information
 Remit all funds collected to the Village Office every
Monday morning
Supplied by Attendant
 Chain saw
 Axe
 Lawn mower
 Fuel and oil for chain saw and mower
 Clippers (weed trimmer)
 Firewood
Supplied by Village
 Garbage bags
 Receipt books
 Cleaning supplies
 Washroom supplies
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WE Graham wilderness programs offer kids useful life skills
by Art Joyce
If you’re looking to offer your kids
an education that includes many critical
life skills plus a strong connection
to our mountain environment, the
Valhalla Wilderness Program for
grades 9/10 students at WE Graham
is ideal.
The program has been running
since 1994, and teacher Sean Marechal
has administered the program for the
past 12 years. Marechal integrates the
academic curriculum with real world
experiences, for example a biking
trip to explore the mining history of
Sandon. Every Friday the class goes
into the field and there are six weeklong trips throughout the year.
Originally Pierre Kaufman and
Kris Bucking established the program
in response to what they perceived as
the unique needs of students in the
Slocan Valley. “They wanted to make
sure the kids had the skills to be in
the bush and travel and do it safely,”
says Marechal, “and there weren’t
many integrated curriculum programs
available in the school district.”
He calls it “self-propelled
wilderness travel through all four
seasons.” The program has adopted a
no-trace camping policy and supports
community efforts, for example the
maintenance of mountain bike trails.

Jacob Butt, on behalf
of Bergevin Electrical
Inc. is now taking jobs
in the New Denver,
Nakusp and Slocan
Valley Area.

Students also receive their First Aid
certificates and Marechal teaches
the Canadian Avalanche Association
Avalanche Safety Training level one
course.
Tr i p s i n c l u d e a h i k i n g /
mountaineering excursion, two
mountain bike trips, two winter
camping/ski touring trips and for the
last trip in June students paddle the
length of Slocan Lake.
Marechal will often have students
for two years starting in grade 9, so
there is an opportunity for developing
group dynamics as well as leadership
skills in the second-year students.
“When you have a group of 14 you
can’t hide; I’ve seen some tremendous
growth in students over the course of
two years.” When students leave the
program to move on to Mt. Sentinel or
LVR, he adds, they become much better
at managing their time and are much
more independent in their learning.
They become particularly good at
group situations, says Marechal.
Students get a chance to look at all
aspects of landscape use, from resource
extraction to outdoor recreation tenure
holders to environmental issues
such as Perry Ridge. This provides
much fodder for in-depth classroom
discussion, allowing them to examine
all sides of an issue.
Far from being merely a “hoods
in the woods” program, he points out,
his students consistently perform to
district and provincial standards on
testing. Marechal says the program
would be comparable to a first year

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Please call 250-3582479 or 250-505-6182
and leave a message
Free Estimates.
Certified, Licenced,
And Insured

Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

Indelible ink
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Office & Art Supplies

• musicians’ supplies • computer equipment
• ink & refill kits • maps & fishing guides
• batteries & more • order from catalogue

Open Tues – Sat 9:00-4:30
250-358-7121 • Silverton
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college or university outdoor program.
Although there is no direct university
credit from the course, Marechal has
seen many of his students go on to the
Fish, Recreation and Wildlife program
at Selkirk College with a significant
advantage over other students. Some
graduated students are working with
local heli- or cat-skiing operations.
While for some students the
program’s experience helps provide
a boost in self-esteem and skill
development, others find it becomes
a life path. “We spend a lot of time
looking at local community issues and
I see a lot of students going on to career
paths that are community or service
oriented.”
The program fee is $850 per year
and the students fundraise for the rest
of the money needed. The WE Graham
Community Service Society offers

bursaries for students from families
who can’t afford the fees. Students
must supply three references plus a
letter from one of their teachers and
an essay explaining why they want to
be part of the program.
“It’s a way of holding students
accountable, setting out their goals on
paper, and a way of helping achieve
them. It’s also great practice for when
they have to apply for a job.”
The school also offers the grades
7/8 Outdoor Environmental Leadership
Program, taught by Cameron Lytle,
who is currently completing his
master’s degree in outdoor education.
This program began partly to satisfy
the curiosity of younger kids who were
interested in the Valhalla Wilderness
Program and an interest expressed by
the home schooling community in the
valley. The grades 7/8 program is a

way of laying groundwork for the later
program, helping kids prepare some
of the needed teamwork skills. They
learn basic map and compass skills,
safety protocol in wilderness situations,
how to pack for camping, and basic
overnight camping and cooking skills.
Outdoor excursions are covered under
the school’s insurance policy.
Marechal says he gets students
from as far away as Hills and the
Waldorf school in Nelson. He’s
working on improving school bus
routes for kids connecting with the
program from the south valley.
“One of my gauges of success is
that by the end of the year I hear from
the parents that the kids are coming
home from the trip and putting their
own gear away, becoming more
appreciative and learning to say
thanks,” he says.

by Art Joyce
Del Tomkinson of Indelible Ink
is writing himself into the Silverton/
New Denver business scene with a
new venture providing quality office,
art and music supplies, among other
things.
Tomkinson stocks Staedtler pens
and art supplies, featuring its Efficient
for Ecology line, which minimizes
packaging and provides mechanical
pencils that are PVC-free. Staedtler
prides itself in its environmental
responsibility, recycling raw
materials, using wood responsibly
and testing materials for durability.
The company is even involved in
a reforesting project in Malaysia.
Staedtler sponsors a Save the Children
school fundraiser through World Kids
Colouring Day (May 6) which offers
a first place prize of $1,500 to the
school that raises the most money
for less fortunate children around
the world. (see www.world-kidscolouring-day-canada.com). Indelible
Inks even has biodegradable pens and
pencils and plans to stock recycled
printer paper.
Tomkinson won’t be doing ink
cartridge refills but will provide
refill kits and replacement cartridges.
“I’ll stock popular product lines of
anything once I see what people
want.” He is in the process of
finalizing a deal with SP Richards, a
Canadian office supply company that
supplies 18,000 products. Fax, scan,
photocopy and printing services are
also available and Tomkinson can edit

and digitally retouch photographs.
Indelible Inks will be stocking
music supplies, including tuners,
guitar strings and reeds and a
catalogue that includes D’Addario,
Danelectro, Suzuki, Planet Waves and
other well-known music suppliers.
Tomkinson plans to accept some
musical instruments on consignment
in addition to providing music
supplies.
Due to the fact that Tomkinson
is always on the lookout for stock
blowout sales from wholesalers, he
finds he is often able to sell retail at
lower prices than can be found in
Nelson or other major retail centres.
Printers will be offered on
consignment but Tomkinson said that
business is already well handled by
Kootenay Lake Computers in Kaslo.

Tomkinson is a former computer
instructor and website designer and
will consider doing tutorials.
For the summer tourist trade
Indelible Ink will stock touring and
fishing map books, and will carry
local authors’ books on consignment.
Slocan artist Pam Simms is planning
to exhibit paintings in the store, and
Tomkinson is interested in other
artists’ work as well. A special feature
will be the kids’ art wall, where kids
can bring in their framed artwork
to sell too. “Parents who want an
alternative to buying their kids
chocolates for Easter can buy them
finger paints or colouring books
instead,” says Tomkinson.
Indelible Ink can be reached at
250-358-7121, or indelible.ink@
live.ca.

by Art Joyce
After some consultation with the
community and internal staffing reviews,
the RCMP in the West Kootenay have
undergone some changes to provide
better service.
Corporal Bryson Hill, commanding
officer in Nakusp, will assume oversight
of both the Nakusp and Slocan Lake
(New Denver) detachments. There will
no longer be a corporal stationed in
New Denver, but there will still be three
members at the detachment. Currently,
there are two constables in New Denver,
and a third constable has been named

for the vacant position. Staff Sergeant
Dan Siebel of the Kootenay Lake
detachment in Nelson says the timing of
the transfer depends on how quickly the
new person’s current home sells.
Having Corporal Hill take the
supervisory position will make a third
constable at the Slocan Lake detachment
available for field work, says Seibel.
A supervising corporal is typically
responsible for between 2-10 staff and
Hill will be supervising six – the three
constables in New Denver and the three
constables in Nakusp.
Siebel says the decision was made
based on a consultation process and local
crime statistics.
“I’ve had a chance to meet with all
the mayors,” says Seibel. “This should
provide better policing for the area.”
The policing boundaries have also
been changed, making some temporary
restructuring permanent. This will reduce
the Nelson rural police district, while
expanding the Slocan Lake detachment
to service as far south as Slocan Park,
including Winlaw. “This provides more
of an equal level of work between the
two detachments,” says Seibel.
The regional General Investigative
Section, currently at four members,
will have another member after April 1,
allowing more staff to share on serious
crime issues.
“It’s a better quality of service
having these people as part of our
regional detachment structure,” explains
Seibel, “as opposed to before when we’d
have to draw staff out of Kelowna.”

Indelible Ink a new local source of office and art supplies

RCMP restructures: one corporal
for Nakusp and New Denver
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New Denver council, February 23: Incentives to reduce waste to be explored
by Michael Dorsey
• A letter from Eleanor Quirk asks
council to review the garbage tag system
to build in an incentive for households
to produce less waste. As she used only
10 tags in 2009, she still has 42 tags
left, so returned all her tags for 2010.
Councillor Murphy said he thought
“waste less, pay less” was a viable
incentive. Council decided to refer the
issue to the Public Works Committee
for further consideration and discussion,
and to thank Quirk for her interest and
leadership.
• A letter from Richard Caniell,
Chair of the Valhalla Committee for
Environmental Health, asks that “the
Village administration assert its OCP
Bylaw No. 611 and Zoning Bylaw No.
612 (2007) against the installation of cell
phone transmission facilities which Telus

intends to initiate in New Denver.” He is
specifically referring to the requirement
in the bylaws for council approval for
construction or modification of wireless
telecommunications equipment.
However, these bylaws were
amended to add this requirement for
council approval after the Village
had issued Telus a building permit
to construct a shed for the cell phone
equipment near the CBC tower. Telus
was given the permit under the previous
bylaws, so council feels it is unable to
enforce the amended bylaws in this
case. Mayor Wright stated firmly that
council has the strongest position of
any Canadian municipality against cell
towers.
• Council received a letter from
the New Denver Citizens for Safe
Technology asking for a permit to walk

the main street and possibly along Hwy
6 to Third Avenue to the CBC tower
area. The exact date was not set. Council
moved tentative approval, subject to
review by the CAO.
• Mayor Wright reported that
the General Affairs Committee had
reset campground fees and revised the
campground attendant’s job description.
He also reported that new bleachers for
the grandstand at the baseball diamond
have been ordered. These seat 50
people each, and are on wheels so can
be moved.
The new campground fees are:
regular site, $20/night (up from $18);
lakeside, $22/night (up from $20);
serviced site, $25/night (up from $22).
The rate for the campground caretaker
will be $8/night. Mayor Wright noted
that these increases would make an

Submitted by the Fish and Wildlife
Compensation Program
Slocan Lake is becoming a popular
spot for fishing these days, likely due to
a number of factors: its large size, ease
of access, mixture of sport-fish available
(bull trout, Kokanee salmon, rainbow
trout, and mountain whitefish), and, of
course the stunning scenery. The lake
also boasts a population of Gerrard
rainbow trout – the largest freshwater
strain of rainbow trout on earth. But how
did the Gerrards get into the lake and is
the population self-sustaining?
Gerrards are in the watershed
because they have been introduced
through many years of stocking efforts
by the Ministry of Environment and the
Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC.
And it seems that Gerrard rainbow trout
fishing has improved in recent years, so it
is logical to presume that reproduction is
occurring in the Slocan Lake watershed.
The Fish and Wildlife Compensation
Program (FWCP) will conduct some
work later this year that will help confirm
this. The project will also help shed light
on the life history and habitat use of the
Gerrards in Slocan Lake.
“Theoretically the large trout that
have been caught recently could be from
the yearlings stocked in the lake between
2000 to 2002, especially since they can
live for more than ten years,” says FWCP
senior fisheries biologist James Baxter.
“A more likely scenario is that there is a
self-sustaining population of these trout
in Slocan Lake, and those fish caught in
recent years are the offspring of the fish
released in the early part of last decade.”
The FWCP works on behalf of its
program partners, BC Hydro, MOE
and Fisheries and Oceans Canada to

conserve and enhance fish and wildlife
impacted by the construction of BC
Hydro dams.
The Gerrard differs from other
rainbow trout in their size, body shape,
and diet. For example, when Gerrards
reach a length of about 45 cm their
preferred diet completely changes from
aquatic invertebrates, such as shrimp and
insects, to smaller fish, like Kokanee.
They tend to spawn at an older age
(5-6 years) than other trout and can
live in excess of 10 years. The average
life expectancy in most other trout
populations rarely exceeds five years.
Unlike the Kokanee found in Slocan
Lake, the Gerrards do not necessarily die
after spawning, and can grow even larger
once returning to the lake after spawning.
This large strain of rainbow trout
gets its name from the small mining
townsite of Gerrard on the Lardeau River
at the outlet of Trout Lake, the primary
spawning location of the Gerrard
rainbow trout that inhabit Kootenay
Lake. In this system, approximately a
thousand Gerrards swim upstream from
the lake to the spawning area each year.
Fertilized Gerrard eggs have been
collected from the Lardeau River
spawning adults to stock other systems
since the early 1900s. Gerrard stocking
(eyed-eggs, fry or fingerlings) has taken
place in Slocan Lake from as early as
1915 to as recently as 2002, although
not every year.
Recent stocking history has been
20,000 yearlings annually from 1992

– 2002. Any new stocking into Slocan
Lake will be subject to a review of
natural production levels of trout, and
any risks to the ecosystem of stocking a
highly efficient predator.
The Gerrard rainbow trout that we
have released into Slocan Lake are all
fertile offspring of Kootenay Lake wild
stock, and may have found suitable
spawning habitat in tributaries to the lake
or even the Slocan River.
“Although there have been no
documented reports of spawning
Gerrards, there are some potential
spawning sites around the lake,” added
Baxter. “These include the Slocan River
near the outlet of the lake, where some
large trout have been observed in the
past, or some inflow creeks such as
Bonanza and Wilson.”
Whether or not there is a selfsustaining population, based on recent
catches of large trout, there are certainly
some angling opportunities to snag a
large rainbow trout from Slocan Lake.

Gerrard rainbow trout may be spawning in Slocan Lake

He noted that many good ideas were
proposed at the committee meeting
and stated the pilot project was a good
place to start.
• Mayor Wright will meet with
Barb McMillan of the Community
Foundations of Canada, Director of
Regional Strategies, to discuss setting
up a community foundation in New
Denver.
• A resolution to approve and
authorize signing the IHA lease
agreement for the Health Centre
Gymnasium was discussed, with
particular mention made of liability
and insurance issues regarding use of
the facility by minors. Council will sign
the agreement and staff will meet with
Rec Commission #6 to discuss facility
management issues.
• Public Works reported that the
new water reservoir would be in service
March 1, noting that there would be a
slight taste and smell of chlorine (used
only to disinfect the tank) as well as
possible fluctuations of water pressure
during the annual flushing of Village
hydrants.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

The Corporation of the Village of Silverton
P.O. Box 14, 421 Lake Avenue
Silverton, British Columbia V0G 2B0
Phone: 250/358-2472 Fax: 250/358-2321
Email: cao@silverton.ca

VILLAGE OF SILVERTON
MUNICIPAL CAMPGROUND ATTENTANT
The Corporation of the Village of Silverton requires a Campground Attendant.
The seasonal contract shall be from May 15 to September 30, 2010
Remuneration is to be a 50/50 split between the Contractor and the Village of
Silverton.
Duties of the Attendant(s):
• Assist with pre-seasoning opening and post-season closing of Campground
• Ensure that campers use the designated campsites
• Collect camping fees at least twice daily
• Prepare for garbage disposal
• Maintain fire pits and campsite area
• Clean washrooms and replenish supplies
• Provide basic tourist information
• Keep accurate campground log and receipt book
• Other related duties that will be assigned from time to time

CORRECTION

The New Denver council notes
had two inaccuracies in our last
issue.
Community bonds have been sent
to CIBC Mellon Trust in Vancouver.
The bonds reach maturity on March
16, 2010 and CIBC Mellon will be
issuing payout cheques to the bond
holders at that time.
Preliminary approval to subdivide
Block L, Plan 1477 (adjacent to the
Slocan Community Health Centre)
was granted to IHA to encourage
the proposed development of the
Seniors Rental Housing Initiative,
through BC Housing. Development
will require an amendment to the
OCP and zoning bylaws, which will
be subject to public consultation and
hearings prior to adoption.

estimated $5,000, which would be
earmarked for the Nikkei Centre and
the Silvery Slocan Museum.
• Mayor Wright reported that
property assessments had risen sharply
from last year in Salmo (27.9%
increase), New Denver (16.8% increase)
and Silverton, noting that residents of
those three villages would likely notice
the effect of this on their tax bills. The
large municipalities (Castlegar, Trail,
Nelson) did not experience such a spike
in their assessments.
The taxation requisition will remain
the same as last year for the TV Society,
cemetery, Recreation Commission #6
and the Summit Lake Ski Hill. Last
year, no taxes were collected for the
Economic Development Commission,
but it goes to taxation this year.
• Mayor Wright reported on
the Canada Summer Jobs Program.
Resolution #42/10 was rescinded as
information on the program indicated
that the Villages of New Denver and
Silverton cannot share a full-time
student.
• Councillor Murphy reported
on the North Slocan Trail Society, a
new mountain bike club hoping to
refurbish and establish trails. He also
reported on the Community Greenhouse
Committee, which was struck during the
recent ‘Building a Healthy Economy’
project of the Healthy Housing Society.

For detailed responsibilities and duties; contact the Village Office at 250-358-2472.
Jeremy Baxter with the 20-pound
(9.07 kg) Gerrard rainbow trout he
caught in Slocan Lake during fall
2008. The largest Gerrard caught
in a sport fishery in Kootenay Lake
weighed 35.5 pounds (16.10 kg) and
was caught in 1976.
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Interested person should submit a resume by 4:00 PM, Thursday, April 08, 2010 to:
The Village of Silverton
421 Lake Avenue
PO Box 14
Silverton, BC V0G 2B0
While we greatly appreciate all the replies we receive, regretfully only those selected for an
interview will be contacted.
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Slocan Valley women’s group creating fabric products for Slocan Valley kids
submitted
In January, the Quilts for Kids
Slocan Valley Volunteer Group started
up. The group gathers for three hours
every Wednesday afternoon to make

cuddly, 100 percent cotton and flannel
quilts, receiving blankets and pillows for
babies and young children.
All of the products are
environmentally friendly since the group

The new Quilts for Kids Volunteer Group is making quilts, pillows and blankets
for kids in the Slocan Valley.

recycles all the small pieces of donated
fabric left over from larger projects, and
even use the too-small-to-sew pieces as
stuffing for pillows. The quilters hope
to serve families from South Slocan to
Slocan City, donating their cozy blankets
and pillows to families who are in need
due to reduced employment or a crisis
such as a house fire.
The group has been in contact with
the WE Graham Community Service
Society and the Covenant Church at
the junction, both of which operate
food cupboards serving the valley. Both
said they would welcome the quilters’
service.
The group is looking for a permanent
space, volunteers to help sew, and will
gladly accept donations of money, 100
percent cotton or flannel fabric, sewing
and/or quilting supplies, notions, a
quilting machine, two basic sewing
machines, a serger, fibrefill batting, etc.
The group is currently set up at
Katya’s Sewing Studio, across from
the Slocan Valley Co-op. Katya has
temporarily offered her sewing studio
and the use of her own sewing supplies,
sewing machines, sergers and irons free
of charge.

For more information contact Quilts
for Kids Slocan Valley Volunteer Group

at 250-226-7722, 250-399-4860 or or
email valleymaid50@995.ca.

Local singer Paul Kelly and guitarist Caelen Starblanket LaRocque will perform at the Kuskanax Lodge
Fireside Lounge in a fundraiser for the Nakusp Public Library on Friday, March 19, 7 pm. Tickets are $10
in advance available only from the library. For more information call 250-265-3363 or 250-265-6807.

Grants available from NACF

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp and Area Community
Foundation (NACF) is now accepting
letters of interest from community
groups in the Arrow Lakes area. The
foundation has $12,675 available to
award as grants to local community
organizations this year – the largest
amount since the foundation formed
in 2004.
A community foundation is an
endowment fund – money that is invested
and generates interest. The interest is
distributed as grants to community
groups. The investment pool is never
touched, so provides a perpetual source
of grant money for the community.
From an original investment of
$10,000, the NACF’s fund had grown
to $160,000 by 2006. These funds are
held with the Vancouver Foundation,
which has a program to support local
foundations like NACF.
A big boost came in December
last year, when the Kootenay Savings

Community Foundation announced
it would provide local community
foundations with a very generous
endowment. NACF received $67,500.
This funding is held in an account
with Kootenay Savings Credit Union.
Interest from this fund will be granted
to community groups, in just the same
way as interest from the original fund is
distributed. The only difference is that
a member from KSCU will sit with the
NACF board to decide on successful
applicants to this fund.
Last year, the NACF awarded
$8,300 in grants to nine different
community groups.
Donations to the foundation from
the public and local businesses are
welcome. Helping to build up your
local endowment fund is a meaningful
and lasting way to contribute to your
community. NACF is a registered charity
and provides tax receipts.
Check out www.nakuspfoundation.
com for more information.

Nakusp and Area Community Foundation directors accept the Kootenay Savings
contribution to their fund. Pcitured here are David Jackson, Linda Kendall and
Karen Hamling from NACF and Joanne Cowan and Kathy Bone from KSCU.

Starter home
opportunity. Small home
on large lot with lots of
room for expansion as
need arises. Great view
of glacier.

Excellent opportunity to
own your home and have
a small business. Nearly
new home in downtown
New Denver on the
pristine Slocan Lake.
Many custom features.

Close to 10 acres in
Hills ready for you to
build your dream home.
Quiet, private, views.

Call Shirley at Century21 Mountainview Realty
Shirley Kosiancic

250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com
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North Kootenay Lake Arts Council celebrates tenth anniversary
submitted
The North Kootenay Lake Arts and
Heritage Council enters its tenth year of
initiating and supporting local projects.
The organization’s mandate is “to enrich
the quality of life in the communities
of the North Kootenay Lake region by
advocating and promoting heritage and
the arts, and by providing opportunities
for involvement and participation in
heritage, arts, and cultural activities.”
NKLAHC projects are supported
largely by funds raised at the annual
Salon of the Arts. This month-long art
show in the Langham Gallery features
the work of some 30 artists in the North
Kootenay Lake area and wraps up
with a performance night and auction
of items donated by local artists and
businesses.
NKLAHC projects include the Art
Walk, where local businesses become
art galleries for a six-week period during
the summer. The council sponsors the
Saturday Market for 19 Saturdays from
June through October at Front Street
Park in downtown Kaslo, where organic
produce, jewelry, woodwork, paintings,
photographs, health products, and food
entice locals and visitors. The market

North Kootenay Lake
Community Foundation
calls for grant applications

submitted
The Community Fund of North
Kootenay Lake Society (CFNKLS) is
entering its fifth year of making grants to
registered charities in Kaslo and Area D.
CFNKLS, which operates under
the wing of the Osprey Community
Foundation, now has assets of $425,000.
These assets, along with a $3,785 grant
from the Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation, will generate $15,000
in grants for 2010. Included in these
figures are the three Field of Interest
funds (Seniors Fund, Child, Youth, and
Family Fund, and Environment Fund)
which now hold sufficient assets to make
grants on their own.
The deadline for all applications is
Friday, April 30 with grant recipients
being announced at the end of May.
According to Canada Revenue Agency
rules CFNKLS can only make grants to
registered charities and other qualified
recipients.
For further information or to request
a grant application package, contact
David Stewart at 250-354-5368 or
sjdks@direct.ca.
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manager is Jen Sibley (kaslomarkets@
shaw.ca). Art in the Market features
weekly art activities at the Saturday
Market, including painting, sculpture,
collage, jewelry making, carving, and
many etceteras. The Banner Project
is another initiative supported by the
council, with Philip Pedini and his crew
of local artists creating banners that
festoon the lamp posts along Kaslo’s
Front Street.
The council also provides an annual
$750 scholarship for post secondary
study in the arts, history, or journalism.
Another major activity that NKLAHC
undertakes is the administration and
adjudication of grants on behalf of the
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance
(CKCA), the arts funding arm of
the Columbia Basin Trust. Through
this program approximately $5,000
is available for projects in the North
Kootenay Lake area. Grant application
forms are available online at www.
basinculture.com.
The NKLAHC annual general

meeting takes place on Sunday, March
28 at 2 pm in Room 24 in the Langham
Cultural Centre in Kaslo. Attendees

are encouraged to write a haiku that
celebrates the arts in our valley and to
enjoy elegant refreshments.

For more information contact
David Stewart at 366-4623, 354-5368
or sjkds@direct.ca.

submitted
Hummingbird community gardeners
Linda Kendall, Ty Klassen and Gillian
Redwood met with Kootenay Savings
Credit Union manager Kathy Bone at
the Maple Grove garden in downtown
Nakusp to receive a $1,000 Kootenay
Savings Community Foundation grant.
The money will be used to purchase
a water-saving irrigation system for
Maple Grove and the St Mark’s Anglican
Church site as well as additional tools,
materials, soil and compost.
A general meeting held at NaCoMo
Wellness Centre February 13 attracted
a large, enthusiastic group. Most of
the participants signed up for various
projects, including installation of
the irrigation system, construction
of a platform for a water reservoir,
preparation of the St Mark’s site for

planting, construction of a community
notice board, donation of plants and
starting activities at Maple Grove. Others
signed up for the upcoming Tumbling
Composter Workshop the first weekend
of March.

An ongoing invitation is extended
to anyone in the community who would
like to cultivate a section of the St
Mark’s garden this coming season. For
information contact Ty Klassen at 2653344 or Gillian Redwood at 265-6807.

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp hockey fans are experiencing
Olympic-style fervor this week while the
Midget Rep hockey team is in Burns
Lake at the provincial championship
tournament.
The team earned its berth at the
provincials when it came out on top at the
West Kootenay playoffs on Valentine’s
weekend against Grand Forks.
All seven teams at the provincials
will play six games each, and the top
two teams will play the championship
game on Thursday evening, March 11.
Nakusp has only played against
one of the teams that it will face at the
provincials, reported Lee-Ann Marshall,
the team’s manager. The Chase team
came to a home tournament this season
and beat Nakusp in the final. “I imagine
all the games in Burns Lake will be that
tough,” she said.
Two of Nakusp’s players are
out with broken collarbones – Bryce
Cann was injured at a tournament in
Kamloops earlier in the season and
Brody Simpson was injured in PE class
recently. However, they will attend as
spectators and participate in the opening
ceremonies and banquet.
“That leaves us with 13 ablebodied players and our goalie, Cam
McPherson,” said Marshall. McPherson

has been the team’s only goalie all season
and has done a fabulous job, she said.
The team is a tier 4 team, but has played
many tier 2 and 3 teams over the season,
so McPherson has faced a lot of shots.
The team raised $15,500 in several

fundraisers in order to be able to travel to
Burns Lake. A waffle breakfast at What’s
Brewing on Broadway recently pulled in
more than $900, almost as much as the
team’s bottle drive. 50/50 draws, raffles,
and donations from both the Nakusp

Hummingbird Community Gardens receives KSCU grant

Hummingbird community gardeners Linda Kendall, Ty Klassen and Gillian Redwood
accept a $1,000 Kootenay Savings Community Foundation grant from Kootenay Savings
Credit Union Manager Kathy Bone at the Maple Grove garden in downtown Nakusp.

Nakusp Midget Rep team to compete in provincials

and Kelowna Oldtimers teams and from
many businesses and individuals have all
added up to that very impressive amount.
Marshall says there is already talk
of Nakusp hosting the Midget Rep tier
4 provincials next year.

Nakusp Midget Rep team members served a waffle breakfast at What’s Brewing to raise funds to travel to the
provincials in Burns Lake. They’ll be home from the championship tournament on Friday.
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Wine appreciation day in Burton a success
submitted by Pat Wind
We all know that anything in a
small community which happens twice
and is well received is likely to become
a tradition. On Saturday, February
20, Burton hosted an exhibition of
locally produced wines, organized
as a fundraiser for the community.
However, the number of local wines
submitted for judging and the turnout
for evening festivities after certificates
of merit were awarded was well beyond
what was anticipated, making it more
of a celebration than a fundraiser. The
event was so successful that it will no
doubt be repeated in 2011.
Organizers Brian and Linda Harrop
worked tirelessly over several weeks to
make Wine Appreciation Day happen.
Now residents of Burton, the Harrops
are former members of the Calgary
Heritage Wine Guild where they
interned as stewards at wine tastings
and judgings and, after taking formal
training, are now among the more
knowledgeable of wine aficionados
in our valley. Linda has her own small
vineyard and makes wines of high
quality herself.
Twenty-one bottles were submitted
for judging, all by amateur wine-makers

in the area. The wines encompassed a
wide range including white and red
table wine, Bordeaux, Chardonnay,
country (fruit wine from other than
grape), dessert, after dinner and what
is termed ‘social’ wine. The judging
began at 10 am and continued, with
a short luncheon break, until 1:30
pm. A simple yet elegant lunch was
provided by members of St. Andrew’s
United Church. Six judges officiated
and first received instruction from
Linda to ensure their assessments were
uniform and unbiased. The judges
were Jolene Moroz, Jerry Botti and
Susan Gustafson at one table with Sally
McLean, Linda Harrop and Jody Scott
(a winegrower entrepreneur in Nakusp)
at the second table.
To assist in the judging process
were stewards Wayne Cromwell, Alice
Watson and Gale Detta. The stewards
ensured the wines were presented in
equal portions in clean glasses marked
by number – not name – for each
category, provided bread as palate
cleansers and emptied spittoons. What?
The judges don’t drink the wine? Of
course not. When judging wines, a
clear head is required in order to remain
impartial and abide by established
guidelines. So don’t swallow it – roll
it around on the tongue, assess its
qualities then spit it out. Professional
score sheets and judges’ comment

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296
The Nakusp & District Rotary Club wants
to thank everyone involved in our recent
Dinner Theatre. Special Thank-You’s to:

• Village of Nakusp and the Arena staff • Cut-Rite Food & Deli •
Overwaitea • Spicers Garden • Debbie Guest • Nakusp Legion •
Barton Insurance • Valley Voice • Ron Isbell • Gary Grout
• Ruth Tobey • Rob Lomas • Heather Maxfield • All the Rotarians
• Nakusp Interact Club • Kirsten Jensen
Support & help from the Community

This Year’s Dinner Theatre committee:
• Bev Herridge • Misty Crosby-Bone • Hazel Rossman
• George Harding

Warm appreciation is
also extended to all of
our guests and performers. There would be no
show without you!

At Dinner Theater the
Donations for Haiti given
so generously by the
audience will pay for a
Shelter Box for Haiti.

sheets were provided for each wine
and its category. Small flashlights
were also given to each judge in order
to allow them to determine clarity and
appearance.
In the evening, certificates of merit
were awarded to the best wines in each
category as well as one award for ‘best
in show.’ The winners were Kurt Rupp,
‘commendable’ award for white table
wine; Alice Watson, ‘commendable’
award for red table wine; Margaret
Simpson, ‘commendable’ award for
country wine; Tammy Stebanuk,
bronze award for social wine and silver

			

award for port wine; Linda Harrop,
‘commendable’ award for dessert wine
and bronze for two Bordeaux; Jerry
Botti, Best in Show award for his port
wine; Gord Kublik and John Banta
both received ‘commendable’ awards
for their red table wine and Bordeaux
respectively, but were unable to attend.
The presentations were followed
by a community potluck supper and
licensed bar. There are many fine
cooks in Burton and no one left hungry.
The bar remained open throughout the
evening while Colin Kowal’s band
Colin’s Oscopy played foot-stomping
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Celtic and Celtic crossover music.
Later the karaoke apparatus was set up
and made for some good fun. Also in
attendance as a guest was Vito Nevoral,
a professional Elvis impersonator, who
charmed many of the ladies with his ‘on
bended knee’ rendering of some the
King’s more famous romantic tunes.
Attendance was estimated in excess
of 70 individuals. Lynda Lafleur of CBT
was responsible for partial funding of
the event and was present during the
evening’s festivities. Consensus was
that Wine Appreciation Day was a hit.
Well done Brian and Linda. Cheers!

Award winners at the Burton Wine Appreciation Day. L to R: Jerry Botti, Margaret Simpson, Tammy Stebanuk, Kurt
Rupp, Alice Watson and Linda Harrop.

Burton Woodworks expands windows and doors business

by Art Joyce
Supporting local economy
doesn’t get any better than small
businesses like Burton Woodworks.
Where else can you go for everything
from windows and doors to country
furniture and restoration of horsedrawn carriages?
Burton Woodworks is the creation
of Don Tilden, who has been in the
windows and doors business for
30 years, beginning in Vernon and
later Classic Doors and Windows
in Nakusp. Since then a change in
partnership motivated Tilden to set up
his own business in Burton. He says
big box stores have taken over much
of the windows and doors trade. Yet
Tilden offers a more personalized

service that includes a home visit to
measure or offer advice and of course
installation. He can also repair doors or
windows that are fundamentally sound
but merely needing parts. The highest
selling point of the business is low-cost
vinyl windows or high-end aluminium
frames, as well as metal and fibreglass
exterior doors. The premium end of
the business is custom wood doors
and windows.
“I will not sell the cheapest vinyl
window available,” says Tilden.
“People have to work hard to buy
things and I’m a service-oriented
person so I don’t want to sell them
junk.”
Tilden says it’s the windows and
doors that enable him to support what

BURTON
WOODWORKS
– NOW SERVING THE WEST KOOTENAYS –
SELLING, INSTALLING & SERVICING
WINDOWS – VINYL, ALUM CLAD & WOOD
DOORS – INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
METAL, FIBREGLASS & WOOD
OVERHEAD DOORS & OPERATORS

			

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SERVICE ORIENTED
CONTACT
DON TILDEN
@ 250-265-3799

he calls the ‘hobby’ aspects of the
business. Burton Woodworks is not
building the typical patio furniture but
what is more commonly referred to as
‘country primitive’ with more refined
finishing. The furniture is made mostly
of pine and sometimes fir or birch,
depending on availability. Where
possible he tries to source his wood
locally, for example from Innovative
Wood Products near Bonnington, a
subsidiary of Kalesnikoff Lumber.
The horse carriage restoration
came about naturally as a result of his
own interest in horses and neighbours
seeking repairs. “I had people coming
to me saying, ‘I have a buggy in my
barn that needs fixing, can you fix
it?’ And I said yes. I have horses of
my own so it’s a hobby turned into a
business.”
Tilden says there are plenty of local
workers with the equipment to produce
the parts he will need. Local artisans
in the Nakusp area will provide metal
fabrication and bearings repacking,
and a Russian wheelwright who lives
near Castlegar can repair carriage
wheels. One local artisan uses a plasma
metal cutter for custom made parts and
a woman who is a metal sculptor can
fabricate the more decorative pieces
used on the carriages. About the only
thing Tilden will be bringing in from
outside the area are the hickory shafts
imported from Eastern Canada.
Tilden moved here about five years
ago from Vernon and loves the area.
He says there’s plenty of local wood
supply and he is determined to use this
wherever possible.
A website is planned once the
satellite internet is hooked up at his
home and shop. Clients can call Tilden
for an appointment and a home visit
at 250-265-3799. Watch for ads from
Burton Woodworks in the Valley Voice.
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Nakusp council, February 23: BC Hydro provides ramp update
by Art Joyce
• BC Hydro Community Relations
representative Jennifer Walker-Larsen
appeared as a delegation to provide
council with an update on the Nakusp
boat ramp and other BC Hydro
projects. The design for the ramp has
been completed and will be submitted
to the Comptroller of Water Rights
(CRW) for approval. The design will
include a two-lane gravel-filled ramp
with turnaround, additional parking
and a floating walkway, extending to
reservoir elevation (421 metres). The
rough concrete surface will be saltable.
The entire existing trestle structure will
have to be removed but the ramp site
will require minimal pre-loading to
build it to the required 13 percent slope.
Walker-Larsen said council should
submit its feedback on the design by
the end of March. Once authorization
is issued by the CRW, BC Hydro will
proceed with permit applications, but
construction is not likely to begin until
spring 2011. General contracting will
be done in-house with a BC Hydro
contractor firm.
Walker-Larsen also reported on
the Columbia River Water Use Plan.
The plan recommends 52 monitoring
programs, 30 works projects, and
operational changes over a 12-year
implementation period (currently
in year four). Work on debris
management, a recreation demand
study and a re-vegetation program is
expected to begin in Nakusp this year.
The plan calls for an annual
debris management budget on the
Arrow Lakes of $50,000. An aerial
survey during March will identify
debris collection locations, and a
committee will determine priority sites
for cleanup.
The re-vegetation program’s goal
is to increase plant cover and diversity
along the lakeshore, including restocking native plants. Sedge and
shrubs already planted near Nakusp
are being monitored for success, as are
fertilization trials near Burton.
The recreation demand study will
determine if and how changes in Arrow
reservoir levels affect recreational use.
Random surveys of residents’ water
and shoreline recreational uses will

provide the basic data. A preliminary
report on the five-year project’s first
year of activity (2009) will be issued
soon.
A public meeting will be held to
provide the public with an operational
update on BC Hydro activities at the
Nakusp Seniors’ Hall on Thursday,
June 17 at 6:30 pm. Walker-Larsen
will provide information on last year’s
operations and reservoir levels, a
prediction for this year’s levels, and an
update on agreements affecting hydro
operations.
Mayor Hamling asked WalkerLarsen whether BC Hydro would have
any funding for the new emergency
services building, including the
training initiative. Walker-Larsen said
the PowerSmart program may have
some initiatives that could apply to
new buildings.
Councillor Hughes asked what
control Hydro has over water levels.
Walker-Larsen said the Columbia
River Treaty is a major factor, with a
complex set of variables that includes
snowpack levels, fisheries, farmers’
needs, etc.
• Mayor Hamling provided an
update on the Nakusp Library lease,
which was recently found to be $3,000
short of annual heating costs. The
mayor and Area K Director Paul
Peterson will propose to the RDCK
budget committee that taxation be
increased to cover the shortfall.
The mayor reported that the
Village is still examining the idea of
a hot springs benefiting area from
regional taxation. “If we don’t receive
a buyer for the hot springs we’ll have
to examine it again in the next budget,”
said Hamling.
• Mayor Hamling elicited concern
by council when she said, “I think it’s
time that we had a different auditor.”
CAO Bob Lafleur said the current
auditor has been engaged for a year
so he will have to find out whether
the Village can terminate the contract.
Interim Treasurer Barry McLean
advised against changing auditors
until next year, and recommended
advertising for a new auditor by fall.
• Nakusp Roots Music Society
wrote council requesting a temporary

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Arts Council is
presenting Magical Moments in Time
as the third concert for the 2009-2010
Concert Series, Tuesday, March
16 at the Nakusp Arena Complex
auditorium, starting at 7 pm. Comedy
meets mind-bending illusions, making
for a uniquely bewitching and hilarious
evening of entertainment. Doors open
at 6:15 pm. Tickets are available at
Broadway Deli or at the door and for
out of town reservation ticket holders.
Ted and Marion Outerbridge
combine real life experiences with a
unique fusion of magic, dance and
theatre, and the result is Magical
Moments in Time. This world-class
illusion show has played to sold-out
houses and standing ovations across
Canada and Europe. Ted and Marion
Outerbridge’s extensive touring
schedule, recent Touring Artist of
the Year nomination, and the fact
that 90 percent of theatre presenters
bring them back within two seasons,

make it clear that they are the most
popular illusion show with Canadian
audiences.
Magical Moments in Time is a
reflection of day-to-day life that the
whole family can relate to. Have you
ever felt so absorbed by television
that you wonder where the hours
went? Marion climbs into a television
and then she is gone. Have you ever
wished you could change something
that happened in the past? Ted and
Marion travel back in time – with the
help of a seven-foot-tall alarm clock
– and they bring the entire audience
with them. First they travel back to
last year, then to the 1960s where
Ted impersonates a ‘psychic’ game
show host, and finally by hundreds of
years where the audience is part of a
medieval ritual.
The Arrow Lakes Arts Council
would like to thank Martin Gibbons of
Bear Ridge Cabins for participating in
the Hospitality Host program, and for
hosting this concert.

Arrow Lakes Arts Council
presents Outerbridge show

amendment of the noise and nonsmoking bylaws during the festival
July 16-18. Mayor Hamling asked
that the beach be excluded from
this exemption. Councillor Leitch
recommended amending the bylaw
to eliminate the need for special
resolutions every year.
• The mayor reported on the
Village’s annual report to IHA, a
requirement of the Village’s permit
to operate a drinking water system.
According to Public Works Manager
Mike Pederson, the Village is within
two years of complete compliance
with the new IHA water regulations,
and is one of few communities to do
so. Public works has put in a capital
budget request to hire someone for the
water source protection plan.
• Council adopted a resolution to
accept the 19 heritage sites proposed
by heritage consultants Robert Hobson
and Corinne Tessier into the recently
compiled Nakusp heritage registry.
Mayor Hamling asked administration
for a thank you letter to Tessier and
Hobson for their work so far.
• The Cultural Conference Centre
Committee of the Cultural Community
of Nakusp and Area Society requested
permission from council to proceed
with a funding application to the CBT
for $30,000 for renovations in the arena
auditorium. Upon reviewing drawings
showing the upgrade to the existing
bar/cloakroom to become a serving
kitchen and to complete the sound
booth, council approved the request.
• Resident Ken Nishida, who is
considering developing overnight
accommodation on his property at
607 Highway 6 near the golf course,
wrote to ask council to amend the
zoning bylaw to include motels in the
Highway Commercial zone. Motels are
listed as a permitted use in this zone in
the OCP, but not in the zoning bylaw.
CAO Lafleur clarified that the OCP
allows for motels without restaurants in
this zone. He will prepare an amending
bylaw and present it to council for
consideration.
• Fire Chief Terry Warren’s report
noted a shortage of firefighters and
asked council to limit his bylaw
enforcement duties to those relating
only to his department.
• Council approved Overwaitea’s
request for complimentary use of the
gazebo and concession for the Easter
egg hunt on April 4.
• An amendment to Policy GC2,
correspondence from meetings, was
passed. The amendment’s purpose is
to ensure that “decisions arising from
correspondence to council at council
meetings be relayed before they arise

in the (news)paper.”
• Council retirement policy GC3
was amended. It states that an outgoing
mayor will be presented with his/her
gavel suitably engraved and a plaque,
and a councillor will be presented with
a plaque.
• An amendment to the Village
proclamations policy GC5 was passed,
since the Village lacks the resources
to deal with the large number of
proclamations issued each year.
The policy states that proclamations
will only be issued by the Village
when “presented or endorsed by a
local group or an organization with
a Nakusp chapter, by the UBCM,
Federation of Canadian Municipalities,
organizations in which the Village
has a membership, or other federal or
provincial government proclamations.”

13

A request to proclaim March as Easter
Seals month was adopted by council,
as well as a request to proclaim
March Community Social Services
Awareness Month. Council also agreed
to proclaim March 6 Lymphedema
Awareness Day.
• A request was received from
Minister of Community and Rural
Development Bill Bennett for written
comments from council regarding the
Local Government Elections Task
Force call for submissions.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
CUSTODY, SUPPORT, DIVORCE
DRUGS, DRIVING, CRIMINAL

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

250-265-437 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

NAKUSP AND AREA
COMMUNITY FOREST

Open House

Tuesday, March 16
Nakusp Seniors’ Hall
Doors Open to the Public at 7 PM
Members of NACFOR’s management and Board
of Directors will be on hand to answer questions
and provide information

.

Maps and documentation will be available for
planned development in Slewiskin, East Wensley
and Fosthall.

Public Information Session
Age-Friendly Assessment of the Village of Nakusp
6:30 to 8:00 PM
Monday, March 15th
Seniors Hall
210 - 8th Ave N.W, Nakusp BC
Come learn about what makes a community age-friendly and hear the results of the recent
Nakusp Age-Friendly Assessment, funded by the Ministry of Healthy Living & Sport.
Faye White, of the BC Age-Friendly Community Implementation Team, will make
a presentation. Survey and focus groups results for Nakusp will follow, along with
recommendations for local institutions, agencies and businesses.
Comments and questions will be welcome.

KASLO & DISTRICT
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Kaslo council, February 23: Burnout May Days event approved
by Jan McMurray
• Following a delegation from the
Kaslo Car Show Committee and a
lengthy discussion, council decided to
approve the May Days burnout event
with the condition that the event and
its potential negative health effects be
advertised.
Dave Hand of the committee told
council he and resident Susan Mulkey,
who had previously asked council to
disallow the event, had met and had
come to a stalemate. Mulkey’s concern
is the potential negative health effects of
the burnout, particularly on the seniors
residing at Abbey Manor. Hand said
he went to the Manor and gathered
signatures in favour of the event from all
residents but two, who were not home
at the time. A Facebook page for the
burnout has 282 members.
Hand said woodstoves put out more
particulate matter than the burnout
– the tires do not catch on fire. The
committee has reduced the one-minute
burn to a 30-second burn, and there are
a maximum of eight contestants.
A written submission from the
committee states that moving the
event is “really not an option. All
safety measures are in place, with
the spectators roped off and seated or
standing on the road. People are able to
walk to the event, thereby avoiding the
lethal mix of cars and pedestrians on
this busy weekend.” Councillors agreed
that moving the burnout to a location

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Thank you
Valley Voice

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
chance to say what we think
about it, free of charge, in
Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

300 metres away from residences, as
recommended by the IHA, was not
feasible.
Councillor Cormie asked about
liability. This was covered by the Village
in the past, but will be covered by the
Chamber starting this year. Councillor
Hewat pointed out that ultimately the
Village would be responsible, as the
event takes place on Village property
(loggers sports grounds). Councillor
Leathwood wanted to make sure that
the public was informed of the potential
health risks. Hand agreed that the
committee would work with Leathwood
to adequately advertise the event and the
health concerns.
Later in the meeting, council
received two letters asking that the
burnout event be moved. Replies will
inform these residents of council’s
decision.
• Three more letters were received
in support of Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society’s
request for storage of a floating stage in
the bay. Replies will be sent, advising
that the Village is co-operating with
the society to find a suitable storage
location. Mayor Lay clarified that the
storage space will not necessarily be
in the water.
Council voted to apply for crown
tenure in Kaslo Bay for the purpose
of maintaining a boat launch and
dock storage, as recommended by the
Development Services Committee.
This recommendation comes from
the committee’s February 11 meeting,
where a delegation from the Jazz Etc.
Society attended to speak to a permanent
location for the floating stage.
• An email from the Mountain Bike
Tourism Association informs council of
a new province-wide marketing strategy
for mountain bike tourism, to be released
in mid March. The Village is encouraged
to review the plan and consider how
it can help support and participate
in marketing BC’s mountain biking
experiences. Council voted to register
as a mountain bike tourism stakeholder
through the association’s website (there
is no charge), and the issue was referred
to Development Services. Shon Neufeld
of Kaslo’s new Kootenay Mountain
Sports store will be invited to speak to
the committee about the initiative.
• A letter from Anne Malik, putting

Winter Sale
on NOW
@
The Clothes Hanger
Up to 50% off all
Men’s & Ladies
Winter Styles
441 Front • Kaslo • 250-353-9688
Hours: Tues-Sat 10:00-5:00

forward four suggestions regarding the
sewer connection for the RCMP, was
referred to Municipal Services. Another
letter from Anne Malik regarding sewer
commuted funds was referred to Auditor
Am Naqvi to address with staff and
recommend to council on action to be
undertaken.
• Deputy Clerk Carol Hughes
reported that the Village had received
a quote for $3,400 for the necessary
insulation work at Periwinkle and
$3,000 for the Kemball Memorial
Centre.
• An amendment to the 2010 fire
protection service agreement between
the Village of Kaslo and the RDCK
that updates the equipment listing was
approved for signing.
• A request from campground
manager Trish Bennett to use the
Kaslo boat launch area in the bay for
campground overflow during May Days
was referred to Development Services
for recommendation to council.
• Standard requests from May
Days coordinator Heather Hewat were
approved, except the ones regarding
garbage pick-up and funding for
portable toilet rental. These items were
still under discussion with the Chamber
as part of the service contract.
Council discussed the possibility
of purchasing two portable toilets, as
suggested by the CAO and public works
foreman. Because the toilets are rented
for May Days and Jazz Fest every year,
the Village would save over time, and
could possibly rent them out for extra
income. This was referred to 2010
budget deliberations.
• The Community Fund of North
Kootenay Lake was permitted to use the
Village of Kaslo logo on its fundraising
banner.
• A letter from the Kaslo and District
Community Forest Society informs
council that “the board has voted to
remain independent from the recently
proposed ‘Fire Wise board’ as discussed
at a recent meeting of the Wildfire
Focus Group. The letter says that any
fuel treatment work within the KDCFS
chart area “must be coordinated with
due consideration of our status as tenue
holders.”
Mayor Lay, as the council
representative on the Kaslo and District
Community Forest Society board, was
asked to give verbal reports on their
meetings in future.
• A municipal grant of $300 was
approved to help the senior badminton
team with its trip to the provincial
championship tournament in Victoria.
• The Village will contact the
Kootenay Lake Historical Society
regarding the need for top floor storage
space in the Youth Centre, and the Kaslo
and Area Youth Council advised the
annual rental rate of $99 may change
if the youth centre expands to occupy
this space.
• Mike Liska was given permission

to assign and transfer his airport hangar
lease to Peter and Charlene Janson.
• The lease between the municipality
and the golf club is considered final in its
present form, with the exception of the
Village offering a three-year, one-term
renewal period, and the request to view
the club’s legal opinion was withdrawn.
• Minutes and notes from the
OCP workshop held February 6 were
received.
• Minutes of Kaslo’s Fire Service
Planning Committee meeting of
February 1 were received.
• Council received several items
regarding the Regional Climate
Change Steering Committee meeting
of February 19. Mayor Lay reported
that the committee worked on mission
statements to clarify what will get
accomplished by July. The key issue is
water. He said agriculture is “difficult”
and the committee will try to map the
agricultural land available in Kaslo and

Area D.
• Council received correspondence
between Rick Hewat, Kemball Memorial
Centre Select Committee director, and
Darlene Mosiondz of Falcon’s Insurance
regarding the increased cost of insurance
on the building this year. The building
was professionally appraised in 2007 at
$1.9 million and the coverage is based
on replacement value.
• Consideration of the City Hall
Conservation Select Committee
Terms of Reference was referred to
the Municipal Services Committee.
The composition of the committee in
the draft document does not include a
Village staff person. Currently, Deputy
Clerk Carol Hughes is on the committee.
Councillor Cormie reported that the
committee unanimously agrees that
Hughes should stay, as she is a key
member.
• Accounts payable of $46,463.09
were approved.

by Art Joyce
The Kaslo and District Community
Forest Society has partnered with
Meadow Creek’s Boards by George in
a contract to supply value-added wood
products to an Ontario home builder.
“Our logs will go into high-end
homes in Ontario cottage country,
as siding to make them look like log
houses,” says KDCFS forester Rainer
Müenter.
According to Müenter, the deal is
the result of winter harvesting plans that
identified higher value Douglas fir in
some of the cutblocks, including Mirror
Lake and True Blue. A request for high
quality Douglas fir came through the
internet via Müenter’s membership in
the Timber Framer’s Guild from a house
builder based in Muskoka, Ontario.
Boards by George was a logical
local choice to mill the boards to the
specifications required by the builder
and a deal was struck in December, 2009.
The Meadow Creek company signed a
joint contract with the community forest
and the profits will be split between
them. According to Lynn van Deursen
of Boards by George, the contract has
since expanded to include finishing trim
for the homes as well.
“It’s the first time the community
forest has had wood we’ve been
interested in,” says van Deursen, “so
we hope it’s the beginning of a beautiful
relationship.”
Van Deursen says the company
purchased four loads from the True
Blue and Mirror lake cuts. Two loads
will go to the Ontario producer and
two will be used by Boards by George
to supply other timber framer clients.
The mill supplies timber framers in BC

and Alberta but until now has not gone
further afield due to shipping costs. The
company has had to be creative to keep
transportation costs down, piggybacking
on other loads wherever possible.
George Brinkman of Boards by
George started his career as a treeplanter
and planted over a million trees. He
decided 30 years ago it was time to
move into the milling business, and
set up in Meadow Creek. Brinkman
began with a single mobile dimension
saw and has since expanded to a staff
of 11 in the mill and two in the office.
The company recently acquired a Nyle
electric dehumidifier kiln to augment its
original wood-fired kiln. The new kiln
provides more even drying and allows
for larger boards. Van Deursen says the
company is interested in building on the
relationship with the Kaslo Community
Forest as long as they can supply quality
wood.
“We’re in a niche market of custom
cutting for clients and making sure we
know what their end product is so we
can find the right wood for the job,” says
van Deursen. “There are a lot of timber
framing companies that are staying alive
even in this market.”
The community forest recently
made arrangements to supply a local
luthier, Graham Hain, who needs high
quality wood to produce custom-made
guitars. KDCFS will also be supplying
the climbing poles for Kaslo and Slocan
logger sports events.
“The challenge for us with the
value-added market is that it’s very
small quantities,” says Müenter. “The
interesting fact is that until recently local
value-added workers would often buy
from the Revelstoke community forest.”

Kaslo Community Forest partners with
Boards by George to supply Ontario builder

... in Kaslo
Open Daily
6:30 am to
8:00 pm
Licensed

Located at the Heart of
Front Street • 353-2955
“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads,
Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

The logging crew measures and identifies the logs for the project.

March 10, 2010

LIVING

The Valley Voice

Get Outta Town

15

Most times when I drive
somewhere on a day trip I’ll take
along my bicycle or kayak or skis
or at least my kite in case time and
weather allows for some play time
along the way. Last week in Nelson
I had all my errands and stuff done
early so decided to take a road ride
out the West Arm of Kootenay Lake
to the community of Six Mile.
This is a real easy ride of some
20 kilometres total but there’s a lot
to see along the way and although
many locals run and ride out this

way toward Balfour, I like the route
for all the things to see. Heading
east from Nelson the route follows
the north side of the water so it has
good sun exposure all year and the
generous paved road shoulders make
it good for runners, riders, strollers
and people pulling or pushing baby
buggies. There are many small hills
and winding corners to add variety
to the ride.
I love boats and docks and so
I park in Lakeside Park under the
end of the orange bridge where the
ferry once used to cross 50 years
ago. Riding back toward town and
turning onto Nelson Avenue gets you
up on the highway and crossing the
bridge. I either walk the bike or ride
dead slow on the sidewalk over the
water to enjoy the view and not battle
bridge traffic. About three kilometres
out is a sweet red sand beach below
the highway where I always linger a

few minutes and the road shoulder
here is reasonable for safe parking.
This is a good kayak launch.
At four kilometres you pass a
home on the slope above the road
with the most astounding network
of stone walls, steps, landings and
details I’ve ever seen. Someone has
spent years to create this arrangement
and you can admire it right from the
highway. Another kilometre brings
you to Blaylock Manor in all its
stately glory and you can park here
for a good look but it too is private
with some condo units behind the
gatehouse.
Pretty soon you arrive at Lower
Six Mile Road on the lake side and
this loop road carries out around the
delta of Six Mile Creek among a
lot of houses. Part way around is a
small sign indicating public access
to the water via a narrow dirt road
and it’s worth rambling down to see

the water. But there’s a much more
interesting water access a bit farther
along where Six Mile Road rejoins
Highway 6.
Beside where you stop to enter
the highway you can look right to
see a steepish gravel road dropping
to a small parking lot in the trees.
Also see the sign for Mcdonald’s
Landing federal government wharf.
This is public land, maintained by the
Small Craft Harbour branch, so by
all means drop on down for a look.
Be careful when driving out since
the hill going out is kind of a blind
intersection.
Frankly, I don’t get the idea of
this wharf/dock thing. There is no
way to launch a boat of any size and
you’d need to carry the canoe down
a steep narrow path to the water.
There’s no launch ramp at all and
vehicles would likely get stuck, so
all you can do is park the car or bike

in the lot and walk down.
What I do really like here
however is the high timber-framed
catwalk that you walk out on that
leads to a ramp going down onto
the large dock which I’m sure has all
been here for many years. Beautiful
spot for a picnic lunch, swimming
off the dock, sketching, or just
soaking your feet while you take in
the view. There are some luxurious
waterfront homes next door with
huge lawns and probably numerous
nice bathrooms. Anyhow, we’re not
those people, but at least you can
enjoy the same shoreline.
Like I said, this is a great spot to
stop but serves no purpose as a boat
launch. This 20-kilometre return
bicycle ride is easy and could be
knocked off fast in an hour or you
can zone out lots and spend a half
day – the choice is yours, the place
is ours.

by Art Joyce
The provincial government is
seeking public input for a review of
key issues related to local government
electoral processes in BC. Topics
under consideration for possible
restructuring include campaign
finance disclosure, terms of office,
and the corporate vote.
The task force is co-chaired by
Bill Bennett, Minister of Community
and Rural Development, and Harry
Nyce, president of the Union of British
Columbia Municipalities (UBCM).
The task force invites input from local
governments, citizens, community
groups and other organizations. Premier
Gordon Campbell announced the special
joint task force last October, with a view
to making recommendations for changes
to local government elections legislation.
The issues most likely to attract
attention are campaign financing and
the corporate vote. The corporate vote
discussion paper on the task force
website provides some useful history.
Until 1973, corporations could vote
as many times as they wished through
as many subsidiaries as they owned,
including foreign-owned companies.
This was wisely curtailed in 1973 which

adopted a policy of ‘one corporation, one
vote,’ and not allowing double dipping,
i.e. allowing corporate owners two votes
if their company was registered in the
same electoral district as their residence.
It also did not allow publicly traded
companies a vote. The City of Vancouver
was the notable exception, not allowing a
corporate vote at any time. The corporate
vote was discontinued in 1993 during a
comprehensive review of local elections
legislation.
Arguments against the corporate
vote include that it is undemocratic
for a voter to have more than one vote,
and that the right to vote should be
an individual right, not one extended
to legal entities like corporations.
The Chamber of Commerce has been
advocating for a reinstatement of the
corporate vote since 1993, arguing
that businesses that pay taxes should
have a say in decision-making. They
further argue that local elected officials’
decisions tend to reflect the interests of
voting residents rather than non-voting
taxpayers like corporations. However,
as the discussion paper admits, taxes on
business property for average business
class or light industrial rates have not
been substantially raised since the

removal of the corporate vote. Corporate
voting eligibility would also have to
be carefully defined in order to avoid
abuses. It also risks opening up the
question of whether corporations doing
business in BC but not headquartered
here have the right to a vote. And it still
would not address the fact that nonprofits, many of which are registered
as corporations, would not have a vote.
Less contentious issues include a
reassessment of the role of BC’s Chief
Electoral Officer in local government
elections and enforcement processes
and outcomes.
Current campaign finance disclosure
legislation in BC has come under
criticism on several fronts, partly
motivated by the unprecedented
amount of money ($5 million) spent
on 2008 municipal election campaigns.
Numerous incidences of campaign
organizers not identifying themselves
as such have occurred in municipal
and school board elections across
the province. Candidates who fail to
disclose campaign contributions are
publicly listed and face automatic
disqualification from office and other
penalties. Disclosure reports are made
post-election and must be publicly

available from local government
officers for seven years. However, with
no central depository for disclosure
records, accessibility of information is
inconsistent.
Task force members include Surrey
Councillor Barbara Steele, first vicepresident, UBCM; Quesnel Mayor Mary
Sjostrom, third vice-president, UBCM;
Donna Barnett, Cariboo-Chilcotin MLA;
and Douglas Horne, Coquitlam-Burke
Mountain MLA.
The recommendations of the task
force are to be presented to the Province
and UBCM no later than May 30, 2010,
in time for approved legislative changes
to be implemented for the 2011 local
government elections.
A website with several briefing
papers is available at www.
localelectionstaskforce.gov.bc.ca.
Written input is sought as soon as
possible, preferably by April 15 by
emailing localelectionstaskforce@

gov.bc.ca, by fax at 250-387-7972 or
by regular mail at Local Government
Elections Task Force, c/o Ministry of
Community and Rural Development,
PO Box 9839 Stn. Prov. Govt., Victoria
BC V8W 9T1.

by Jan McMurray
Bernie Penner of Kaslo Bay
Estates attended council’s Development
Services Committee on March 4 to
provide an update.
Penner has changed his plans
slightly from his original concept. He
has moved the clubhouse to the centre
of the site and he is looking at building
some smaller units, from 850 square feet
on up to the 1600-square-foot units plus
basements he is well on his way with.
“The market has changed since I started
planning the development in 2008,”
he explained. “The price point was
reasonable then, but now it may not be
the best move, so the first four buildings
could be the largest ones.”
Penner is fairly close to completion
of the first two buildings, which is
phase one of the project. He is working
on infrastructure for phase one, and on
building phase two, which consists of
two more buildings on either side of
phase one. All four of these buildings
will house three 1600-square-foot units
plus basements. He said he hoped to
pour the foundation for the first phase

two building within six weeks, and raise
the whole site to be at a consistent grade
with the phase one buildings.
Penner has pre-sold four of the six
triplex units in phase one. “By early
summer, people should be able to move
in,” he said. However, Penner indicated
that he was “squeezed for time” to meet
his deadlines. He said he was working
on “many legal issues – Rainbow Road
issues and on and on.”
Penner is working with the Village
to get Rainbow Road, now private,
transferred to the Village so that it is
a public right of way. This is because
he wants to run his water main down a
section of Rainbow Road, and because
he would like the road to serve as the
secondary access to his development.
Penner has not completed the
purchase of the Kaslo Bay Estates
property. He said that the Klappers are
still on the title, but that he has the right
to purchase the property.
Penner also addressed Councillor
Frary’s concerns. When Frary claimed
that some of phase five is on Village
property, Penner replied, “That was

never the intent. They will not be on
Village property.”
Frary also voiced concern about the
steep grade of the southeast corner of
the property. Penner said there would be
emergency egress only on that section of
the property, but that there will be “a lot
of side cut and retaining wall required”
to achieve a 10% grade.
Frary was also concerned about
building on the site’s steep terrain.
Penner said he had just completed a
house on a very steep slope in Balfour.
He said deeply planted reinforced
concrete would be put in, and water
would be collected and put into a
reservoir. “It’s a big issue; you have a
right to be concerned,” he said. “I am not
going to cheap out on that. If the whole
development has that stigma, I might as
well close the doors and go home, so
I’m not going to let that happen.” Frary
said his concern stemmed from liability
laws that leave taxpayers on the hook for
30 years once the Village approves the
plans. Penner said that as a professional
engineer, he and his heirs were on the
hook for much longer than that.

with
Peter
Roulston

Cycling out to
Six Mile

Local government elections task force seeks public input

Kaslo Bay Estates update

Not getting
enough bang for
your direct
advertising buck?
Use the Valley Voice!
Because the Valley Voice is a
Community Newspaper, and
not treated as junk mail, your
advertising goes into every
mailbox - whether you buy an
ad, or insert your flyer into the
paper.
The Valley Voice delivers - to
over 7,000 households. Put
our circulation to work for your
business, event, or campaign.

250-358-7218
valleyvoice@netidea.com

Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681
• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE
OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard
in the Kootenays
We deliver!

MARINA MEMBERSHIPS DUE SOON

The weather’s great, the fish are waiting and soon the
lake starts rising!
All members of the SLOCAN LAKE BOATING
ASSOCIATION must pay dues before April 30, when rates
go up. Phone 250-358-2133 for details.
Annual General Meeting
TUESDAY, APRIL 13
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Announcements

VA L H A L L A W I L D E R N E S S
PROGRAM - WE Graham Community
School in Slocan is now accepting
applications for its Grades 9/10 outdoor
program, the Valhalla Wilderness Program.
For information please contact the school
at 250-355-2212.
STILL EAGLE’s BIGGEST SPRING
CLEARANCE EVER - 25%, 50% and
75% off everything in the store. Feb. 20 to
Mar. 20. 557 Ward, Nelson.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE to donate
to the purchase of a sculpture by Toru
Fujibayashi for public display, please
mail your contribution to Hidden Garden
Gallery, Box 201, New Denver V0G 1S0.
THANK YOU!

Boats

SALE OR TRADE – 16’ Crestliner,
welded aluminum hull, 65 hp Mercury,
half top, new wooden floor, new seats,
spare parts motor, $1500 OR trade for 14’
aluminum fishing boat V hull, with 10 hp
motor. 358-7171.

Business Opportunities

WANT TO START YOUR OWN
BUSINESS? Community Futures
offers business counselling and start-up
information. Appointments available in
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Advertise in the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

Call for nominations

Rotary Club of Nakusp is looking
for submissions to nominate the 2009
Citizens of the Year in Nakusp and area.
Nominations seek a person of any age who
has made an outstanding contribution to the
community. This may include our youth,
couples or individuals. Please include in
your nomination as much supporting data
as possible. Deadline Friday March 12,
2010. Please mail nominations to: Citizen
of the Year Award Committee, Rotary Club
of Nakusp and Area, PO Box 62, Nakusp,
BC, V0G 1R0. For more information please
call 265-2151.

Call for submissions

ALFA GUILD GALLERY is currently
accepting submissions for their summer
2010 season. Deadline is March 19, 2010.
Submission requirements are: description
of proposed exhibit, CV or biography, an
artist’s statement, and a minimum of 10
images. Please include a SASE for return
of submission pkg. Mail to: Selection
Committee, ALFA Guild Gallery, Box
155, Nakusp, V0G 1E0. If you have any
questions please contact Denyse @250265-4996 or email alfaguild@telus.net.
THE LANGHAM Creative Community
Gallery invites submissions of art created
from recycled materials for our 2nd annual
‘Art for the Earth” show. Please bring your
art work to the gallery on March 27 between
1 and 4 PM. Call Eliza at 250-353-2439 for
more information. The show will open on
April 9 and run to April 25. All artists are
invited to attend the opening event on April
9, 7-9 PM.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Card of thanks

THANK YOU, New Denver and area, to
all my dearest friends and family near and
far – Chilliwack, Castlegar, and Vancouver.
You have all helped in my journey for a
second chance at life. The businesses and
their donations, the doctors and nurses here,
in Trail and at the coast. The 2008 Dinner
’n Dance for Candice and Dean crew. The
Lucerne school kids. Your donations helped
with mortgage payments, truck, gas, food
and priceless time with loved ones. Your
cards and prayers and messages of love.
A special thank you to the Transplant
Society of BC, Organ Donors of BC, Red
Cross, Easter Seal House, Abbotsford
Regional Hospital, Vancouver General
Hospital, and Diamond Centre.
And most of all to my husband who
never left me in the dark, who overcame
a horrible but humbling experience with
flying colours. I love you, always. To my
stepson Hayden, for your phone calls and
the photos I carried from room to room.
Now that I’m well we can play and visit
more. I love you.
Thank you everyone – you have helped
give me a new life and a new beginning.
- Candice Mikkelson

Career Opportunity

Early Childhood Educator
Wanted. Work in scenic New Denver
with competitive wage rates. If you are
passionate about working with children
in a creative and supportive environment,
please send resume and cover letter to
SLELSBoard@gmail.com, or SLELS, Box
466 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
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Coming events

& Anastasia Love. Your taste buds
will spring into action starting with a
Mediterranean Appetizer Medley, unfolding
into a Traditional Souvlaki Dinner Plate
(chicken, beef or veg Shishkebob) served
with Greek salad, roast potatoes and rice
pilaf topped with homemade Tzatziki,
blossoming into a traditional Baklava
dessert (wheat free available!) OPA!!!!
Saturday March 20, 5-9 pm. Call The Cup
for reservations 358-2267.
SAT. MARCH 13 “Sleep is for Sissies”
Earplay – Carol Street and Bo Conlan with
special guest Pauline Lamb. Call 226-7663
more info.
“USHERING IN THE LIGHT”:
Mandala Expressive Painting Workshop
- Sat., March 13 (2-5 pm) $25. Call Sue
358-2177, Hand & Soul, Silverton.
FERTILITY AWARENESS Course
begins March 18 in Winlaw. Learn about
your fertility signals and how to use them
to prevent or achieve pregnancy. For more
information, call Kate, 226-7937.
LAST WISHES SOCIETY AGM April 7,
7:00 pm at Hidden Garden Gallery. Please
attend! Information provided. 358-2253.
“FOR THE NEXT 7 GENERATIONS”
- Documentary on the prayers for peace of
the 13 Indigenous Grandmothers Council.
Wednesday, March 31, 7 pm at The
Sanctuary in Trinity United Church, 602
Silica, Nelson, $7 -12 at the door, proceeds
go to the 13 Grandmothers.
THEATRE IMPROV DAY - the Sequel,
Saturday, March 27, Silverton Gallery.
Instructor Norma Kilpatrick. Family
Rates. Must pre-register by March 24 at
250-358-7198.

LAKE LORE GALLERY - March 20th,
Spring Equinox Celebration featuring
‘Pure Blend’ fantastic local band. Regular
events: Sat. - yoga 9:30-11am, choir 3-4:30;
Tues. - music lessons available in piano,
guitar, bass guitar, harmonica and theory.
Call ahead to book time 250-355-2955.
Wed - ceramic classes (hand building) 11
am-2 pm, drawing from the model 1-3
pm, meditation 7-8 pm; Thurs. - Open
Stage 7-10:30 pm. March 27, 7pm Debut
performance by the ‘The Lakettes’ (gallery
band). Also accepting artist submissions
for next show.
ST. PADDY’S ANNUAL CASINO
NIGHT Saturday March 13 at the
Slocan Valley Legion in Slocan City.
5 pm Cocktails, 6 pm Casino, 7 pm
Buffet - cost $15, followed by more
Casino. Entertainment too! Tickets at
Mountain Valley Station & Slocan Village
Market. Everyone Welcome! No minors
allowed.
AWAKENING THE SPINE: Yoga for
Conscious Unfolding. 4 hr. yoga workshop
with Certified Yoga Therapist, Eliza
Gooderham. March 28, noon-4pm, Villa
Dome Quixote. We will practice using
structural yoga therapy for pain prevention,
and investigate the chakras as windows to
the soul. cost:$45. Please pre-register thru
info@innerwaveyoga.com.
VA L H A L L A W I L D E R N E S S
PROGRAM BOTTLE DRIVE – Sat.,
March 27. Pick up from 9 am to 1 pm from
Passmore to Slocan City. Call ahead: 250355-2212. Thanks for your support!
HAVE YOUR FIRST FEAST of the spring
season at the Cup & Saucer featuring a
Greek Dinner with guest chefs Christopher

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

JEMS Propane Ltd.
Installation and maintenance

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •
• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505
Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

KF PowerVac

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

KOOTENAY RAISED CONTRACTING
Kaslo, BC

New Construction, Timber Framing, Renovations,
Design, Outbuildings, Decks, Cabins, Eco-Friendly

Journeyman Carpenter • Call Today
250-353-2614

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

• general contractor
• new homes & renovations
• design/build
HPO licensed/Home Warranty
Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert.
carpenters/ foundation to finish/
custom trim/heritage work.
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  
0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Hardwood Floors Only
Canadian Flooring at Wholesale
Pref. 3 1/4 x 3/4 Antique. R Oak,
Maple - $4.39/sf pallet
ENG • URBAN • CARLTON - 8 PLY

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922
Quality
design and
local
construction
Customized cabinet solutions
for the entire home: kitchen,
bath and storage!
Free estimates and design
consultation
Box 417 - New Denver

250-358-2344
Window
Washing
Gutter
Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing
• House Prepping • Painting
Call now for your free consultation!

265-0241

Tradesman Electric

COLES
RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS,
CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS,
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING,
FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES,
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS,
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER,
PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER,
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Super stable - cork - click or glue down
From $3.99/sf – and much, much more...

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

JUAN’S FLOORING

1503 Hwy 3A Thrums • Mon - Sat 8:30-5 pm

250-399-6378

J.C. Roofing Company

Meat Cutting

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Legendary Meats

16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making,
Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Winter Hours:
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri.
9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

CONSTRUCTION

FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals

H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 •
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

March 10, 2010

CLASSIFIED ADS

The Valley Voice

KOHAN GARDEN SPRING CLEANUP
PARTY: Sat & Sun, March 20 & 21, 10
am to 4 pm. Sat. lunch provided; bring
your lunch Sun. All hands appreciated; no
gardening experience needed. Bring rakes,
pruning tools, pitchforks, wheelbarrows.
Thanks for helping us beautify the garden;
many events reserved for 2010 season.
HAM BINGO Sunday March 28, 1:00 pm.
Slocan Legion Hall, 502 Harold St., Slocan
Everyone welcome.
AREA “H” NORTH TV SOCIETY
AGM will be held Tuesday, March 23,
2010 at 7 pm at the Hidden Garden Gallery.
Everyone welcome. For further information
phone 358-2375 or 358-7136.
SEEDY SATURDAY, March 20, Hidden
Garden Gallery, New Denver. 10 am-3 pm.

For rent

LARGE 3 BDR upper level apartment
in Silverton available immediately.
Washer, Dryer. $525/month plus utilities.
References. 250-358-2293.
SUITE FOR RENT one mile from Nakusp
on acreage, three bedrooms, appliances,
available. $750. 250-860-0736.
SPACIOUS TWO-BEDROOM SUITE
with lake view in Silverton on main floor
of duplex, 616 Hunter St. Quiet area, one
minute to lakeshore. All facilities, excellent
woodstove, covered parking. $580/mo.
N/S, N/P. Available March 1st. Call Ernst
Gerwig, 1-403-762-5150 or 1-250-3582283.
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY – 3-bdr
house in Nakusp. $975/month + damage
deposit. Must have references. 265-4454.
BACHELOR SUITE available
immediately in Nakusp. $475 per month
+ damage deposit. Must have references.
265-4454.

Education

C O N T I N U I N G E D U C AT I O N
CLASSES:
Prenatal classes, Mar. 14 & 21;
Garden Planning for Continuous Colour,
Mar. 20;
Plants Worthy of Attention, Mar. 20;
Water Gardens, Mar. 20;
Pruning and Tree Care, Mar. 21;
Microsoft Publisher, Mar. 22
Word 2007 Level 2, Mar. 22;
Weedy Workshop (Invasive Plants),
Mar. 27;
Simply Accounting Level 1, starts Mar.
31;
Know Your Computer and What it Can
Do, Mod 1-4, Mondays starting Apr 12;
Learn how to use Selkirk College’s
library online, April 7, free;
Fabric Play, experiment with contouring
& collage – Apr 24 & 25, deadline to
register Mar 30.
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR
ALL CLASSES.
For more information and registration
call Selkirk College 265-4077

For sale

ONE MONTH MEGA SALE AT
STILL EAGLE - 25%, 50% and 75% off
everything in the store! Feb. 20 to Mar.
20. 557 Ward, Nelson.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Health

YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday
& Saturday mornings 9-10:30 - Flow;
Wednesday evening 5-6:30 - Beginner
Flow;Thursday afternoon 3:30-5:00 Restorative Flow.

In Memoriam

BARB MARTEL – Born October 19,
1955; Died March 8, 2009.

Missing you always…
Ed, Terra and Ethan

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; Tarry’s 226-7705.
NOTICE! NOTICE! SLOCAN LAKE
RECREATION COMMISSION #6 will
be holding its Spring Grant-in-Aid Session
on Wednesday, April 21st, 2010. Any nonprofit organization wanting to apply for
a grant-in-aid should submit the proper
application to Box 293, New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0. Application forms are available
from the Villages of New Denver, Silverton

and Lucerne School. Please note that
the appropriate form must be used or
the application will not be considered.
The deadline for the application to be
received is Friday, April 16th, 2010. Any
applications received after that date will
not be accepted.

Slocan Valley Recreation

KID ZONE BUY & SELL – Sat. March
27, 10 am to 12 noon. Slocan Park Hall.
Book your table today!
MIXED SOCCER LEAGUE –
Registrations are now being accepted
for micro and our mixed league for
elementary students. Sign up today to
avoid disappointment.
SEEING RED – Adults learn how to
successfully seduce with colour! Instr,
Natasha Smith. Mar. 23 to April 13
(Tues.)
BELLYFIT - With Heather Holdener.
Resumes March 23 (Tues.). 6:30 pm.
Winlaw School Gym.
THERAPEUTIC TOUCH LEVEL
2 – With Camille Roberts. March 25 to
April 15 (Thurs.).
GROWING YOUR OWN FOOD –
With Suzanne Miller. Slocan Park Hall.
Sat. Mar. 27, 1:00 to 4:00 pm.
SOURDOUGH BREAD MAKING –
With Lorraine Robinson Carlstrom. Wed.
April 7 at the Vallican Whole Community
Centre.
SPRING/SUMMER REC’ GUIDE – Is
now being developed. Interested in being
part of the show? Give us a call today.
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PROFESSIONAL WATER WITCHER.
If you need to find domestic wells, irrigation
wells, subdivision wells, call Vito Nevoral
at 265-4914.

Wanted

GARAGE WANTED TO RENT in New
Denver area for storage purposes. Call 250358-2845 or 250-551-3284.
CRAFT VENDORS WANTED for the
118th Kaslo May Days. May 22, 23 and 24.
Applications can be downloaded at www.
kaslochamber.com. For information email
kaslomaydays@netidea.com or phone
250-353-7311.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:

March 19,
2010

226-0008

Advertise your community event in
the Valley Voice with a classified ad!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

WINTER HOURS
8 am - 9 PM

Seven Days a Week!

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

The
Cup and
Saucer
Café
Silverton, BC

Monday - Friday 8:30-3:00
Saturday 10:00-3:00
Soups, Stews, Sandwiches,
Cookies and coffee

358-2267

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

This space
could be yours
for $18.50 +
GST per issue.

Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton

Main St. New Denver 358-2381
PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707
Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

Selkirk Realty

265-4701

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Free Consultation

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

358-7292

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

RECREATION

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Slocan Village Market

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

Kootenay Restorative
Justice
working toward
restoring balance
and healthy communication in
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

The Clothes Hanger
441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Valley Voice ads make an impression!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com
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Lucerne School News: students busy with work training, fundraising
submitted
January and February were
busy months at Lucerne Elementary
Secondary School. Students in
Tourism 11 completed the World
Host Tourism BC training program
in January. The program teaches the
students employability skills which are
transferable to any profession involved
in serving the public. Congratulations
to the following students who received
their certification: Stephanie Reder,
Chelsey Mellen, Wade Nelson, Ryan
Pownall, Evan Gustafson, Tamara
Beavin, Kyle Bernhof, Sadye Butler,
Carolynne Carruthers, and Jessica
Pownall.
In February, secondary students
began semester two and all grade 11-12
students joined the workforce for four
days during work experience week
(February 15-18). Students chose a
variety of different types of employment
throughout the province.
The Fitness class and the 6/7 PE
class enjoyed a total of three days
of curling at the Slocan curling rink.
Thank you to Bob Dubreuil for his
excellent instruction and for organizing
the curling days. Also thanks to the
Slocan Curling Club for the use of their
facilities.
The grade 6/7 class served
a spaghetti dinner February 11, to

fundraise for their Vancouver trip in
May. The dinner was as sellout and great
success. The diners thought the food
and service were awesome. The class
would like to thank Barb, Ms. P. Wilson
and their parents for all of the donations

and the time in putting the dinner
together. A further thank you to Joanne
and Terry Gustafson, Susan Yurychuk,
Mountainberry Foods, Eldorado, Save
On Foods, and the Superstore for the
generous donations. The class will

spend a week in Vancouver in May, on
a multi-cultural trip. They will continue
their fundraising efforts with a bottle
drive after Easter weekend.
The elementary classes enjoyed
three days of great skiing at Summit

Lake ski hill despite this year’s low
snowfall. Unfortunately, the high school
ski day scheduled for late February had
to be cancelled due to lack of snow. The
students are already looking forward to
next year’s ski season.

submitted
Come out this March 20 to the
Lake Lore Gallery at 501 Harold
Street in the heart of Slocan to dance
in the return of spring. Celebrate the
Spring Equinox with your community
at this all ages gig with musical guests
Pureblend. Cover is $7-10 sliding
scale, doors open at 7 pm, and the
band performs from 8-11 pm.
Pureblend’s multi-talented array
of musicians love to blend all the
different styles of music for dynamic
dance floor fun. This Slocan Valleybased band blends melodies of love,
earth vibes, family, community
and super fun beat box sounds.
You will hear many styles as they
play with a funky groove bass,
wicked drums, mad keys, uplifting
‘trippy’ guitar and delicious soul
harmony vocals blending hip-hop,
reggae, disco, Latin, drum and bass,
blue-grass and more. Their original
song writing explores all genres

blending beautiful harmonies with
psychedelic explorations. The focus
is on improvisation and interaction,

where they aim to elevate both band
and audience to a higher level.
For a sample taste go to

www.pureblend.ca or visit their
myspace site at www.myspace.com/
pureblendmusic.

submitted
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
(SLSS) members are hearing from lots
of people about interesting things on
the lake – algae bloom, unusual bugs,
bird sightings, etc.
The society encourages everyone
who sees unusual or interesting flora
or fauna to take photos and/or write
out the anecdote and send them to the
society with the date, time, and place
of occurrence. Did you see a grizzly
at Bonanza Creek, find a beetle the
size of your hand under a rock, notice
nesting blue heron, find a huge algae
bloom, or watch the sturgeon do their
thing on Rosebery beach? Let SLSS
know.
The society also would like to
encourage anyone who might be

interested in being the anecdotal
librarian for the lake to contact them.
This job probably needs a person with
a highly organized mind and highspeed internet.

Call Therese DesCamp at 3587904 if you are interested in the library
job; and email your information about
interesting and unusual things to
slocanlakestewardship@xplornet.ca.

submitted
This is the season when vague
dreams of warmth and sunlight
become garden dreams. Seedy
Saturdays are coming thick and fast
and the Peoples’ Garden film series
is presenting Our Seeds: Blong Yumi
from the Seed Savers Network in
Australia, all about seed saving
around the world. The film will be
shown at the Kaslo Seniors’ Hall,
Sunday, March 14, 6 pm.
The Seed Savers’ Network was
established in Australia in 1986, to

develop and promote educational
programs for the preservation of
open-pollinated (non-hybrid) seeds
and the genetic diversity of plant
varieties; a non-profit seed exchange
program; preservation gardens for
open-pollinated plant varieties; and
related scientific research.
The Peoples’ Garden will
occupy a vacant lot this summer
on Kaslo’s Front Street and will be
a place of teaching and beauty. For
more information contact Woody
Wodraska at wodraska@mac.com.

Lake Lore Gallery hosts spring equinox dance with Pureblend

Stewardship society seeking Slocan Lake shoreline information

Peoples’ Garden film series features seed savers documentary

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

and

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406
NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
265-3252

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

• Deep Tissue Massage
• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki
– Sliding Scale –
Daniel Thorpe 250-358-6808

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll

Honouring natural childbirth through
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and
by embracing family and community.

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

250-353-2213

maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

RECYCLING CLEANING

HEALTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS
FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

DAY SPA
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

ADVERTISING
This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw
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Kaslo Community Forest plans fuel treatment and logging near Buchanan Trail
by Jan McMurray
During an open house on February
24, Kaslo community forest manager
Richard Marchand presented plans to
do wildfire interface work along the
Buchanan Trail. To the surprise of the
handful of people in attendance, the
community forest has also developed
a harvesting cutblock around one of
the treatment areas close to the trail.
The 25-hectare cutblock in the
same area has been laid out to remove
most of the mature trees and retain
the larch, Ponderosa pine, and the
smaller cedar and fir. This block has
been ‘declared’ to the ministry, but the
approval process has not been initiated.
The 14-hectare fuel treatment area
is located along the first two kilometres
of the trail from the trailhead off Hwy
31A just north of Kaslo. Marchand
has divided it into three areas: subunit
A (10.2 hectares) would be the most
heavily treated area, including some
crown separation and mechanical
work; subunit B (0.7 hectares) is quite
densely forested and would be thinned
out; subunit C (3 hectares) is a reserve
area in the proposed logging cutblock
and would be treated lightly, with
pruning and ladder fuel removal only.
Marchand estimated that 70% of
the area would be hand treated, and
the mechanical treatment would occur
in subunit A.
Marchand has drafted the
prescriptions for the three interface
fuel treatment areas. Funding for the

prescriptions came from the Forest
Investment Account. The society has
submitted an application to the Job
Opportunities Program for funding to
hire a crew to do the work.
The Douglas fir trees in the
treatment and cutblock areas have
a root rot disease. Jeff Mattes, local
logger who has been leading the recent
fuel treatment work in the Kaslo area,
was in attendance and told Marchand
that cutting trees in the Buchanan Trail
area would make the root rot worse.
He also said this area, particularly the
proposed cutblock, is winter ungulate
range, so a closed canopy is important.
Marchand believes the harvesting will
improve the area for ungulates in the
long term.
Greg Lay was also present, and
wanted to know how a future fire
would be fought. Marchand said
three access trails would be built
in conjunction with the proposed
cutblock adjacent to subunit C, and
that these access trails would be deactivated. He said there had been a lot
of discussion about access, and this is
what had been agreed upon. He said
the trails could be easily re-activated
in the event of a fire.
Lay said he does not agree with deactivating roads. He said that provincial
firefighters would re-activate roads if
there were a plan in place and ribbons
on the ground. “In the community
forest in particular we should have
access roads planned ahead of time,”

Hidden Garden Gallery to purchase Fujibayashi sculpture

by Jan McMurray
Downtown Kaslo, with its wonderful
array of high quality shops, is gaining a
reputation as a shopping mecca in
the West Kootenay. Now, there is one
more reason to make the trip – Kemar’s
Middle East Interiors, a shop with
Persian rugs and other Middle Eastern
items. Kemar’s opened its doors on 4th
St., across from the impressive Kemball
Memorial Centre, just before Christmas.
Margaret Blake decided to open the
shop after living in the Kaslo area for
about five years – and having decided
she would move. When she first moved
to Kaslo, her son lived in Vancouver and
she would make the trip to visit him two
or three times a year. When he moved to
England, however, Blake found herself
at loose ends and decided she wanted
to move to the east coast to be closer to
flights to England. So, she started selling
the contents of her house.
“We were down to two Persian
rugs left in the house and both were
on layaway. People kept coming and
wanting more rugs. Then one day, a
woman asked me if I could get any
more rugs.”
At the time, Blake thought this was
a strange question to ask someone who
was selling everything off, but realizes
now that this was the pivotal point for
her. She had been looking for property
in the maritimes, but her husband kept
telling her about the properties he
was finding in the Kaslo area. “Then I
realized that he really wanted to stay,
and my wanting to go wasn’t about not
wanting to be here, but not knowing what
to do here,” she said.
So, after being asked that strange
question, Blake contacted her rug dealer

friend in Vancouver and got more rugs.
She sold them at the Saturday market
all summer. Then she saw the empty
storefront for lease on 4th Street.
Margaret says she was very nervous
to lease the building, as she has never
been in retail before. However, she
took the plunge, with the support of her
husband, Keith. They spruced up the old
auto parts shop with paint, and opened
just in time for the Light-Up celebration
before Christmas.
The name comes from the first two
letters of her husband’s name and the first
three letters of her name, which combine
to make a Middle Eastern name.
“The community has been very
supportive and encouraging,” said

Blake. “Although some people seem
a bit puzzled about a Persian rug shop
in Kaslo, I think it makes sense from a
collective Kootenay point of view. Most
of my customers are from Kaslo, but
I’ve had people come in from all over
the Kootenays.”
As well as the rugs, she carries
fabrics, seasonal gift items, and Turkish
pillow covers, bookmarks, and hats.
“I think the rugs fit well in any
environment – I can’t see why any home
shouldn’t have a Persian rug,” she said.
She says her prices range widely and
are not fixed. She admits they can be
expensive, but she is willing to help
people make it work – she does lay
aways, and has surprise sales.

he said.
Sean Kubara, who has shown
interest in this proposal since it was first
presented last spring, raised the issue
of gates once again. “I think we have
a legitimate concern to have a road
but leave it closed. Motorized traffic
has made a lot of damage, so what is
wrong with gates?” She said she had
been investigating this for years, and
there have been 13 or 14 gates in the
district for various reasons.
Mattes agreed with a permanent
access road with a gate, pointing out
that re-activating and de-activating
roads causes erosion.
Marchand plans to haul in a mobile
chipper to chip the cut wood, as well as

to make firewood available to people.
Mattes said he decided not to
chip because of the cost and the fire
hazard. Marchand agreed that chips
left on the forest floor would pose a
hazard for a couple of years until they
decompose, but said some of the soil
is quite shallow in that area so would
benefit from the chips.
People at the meeting were not
happy about the cutblock surrounding
the trail. Kubara feels that it is “a
contradiction” to harvest around the
interface treatment areas. Mattes
said, “You guys have a big area. Go
somewhere else and harvest. Do
interface work here only.” Lay added
that this type of harvesting (clearcut

with retention) tends to create fuel
loading, as woody debris is left behind.
Also, he said the replanting standard of
1,200 stems per hectare is not advisable
for fuel treatment.
Since the meeting, Marchand
has met with forestry officials, and
reported, “Reducing the stocking
standards on a new plantation creates
its own problem as far as increasing
fire hazard. You may have ten people
in a room and all would have different
views. Everyone is right. I am looking
at various scenarios right now.”
Marchand said that although the
treatment and the harvesting were two
different operations, they may be done
at the same time by the same company.

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery will
be purchasing a sculpture by Slocan
Valley artist Toru Fujibayashi to be
placed at the foot of New Denver’s
main street overlooking Slocan Lake.
It will be unveiled on July 18 in
conjunction with the Gallery’s tenth
anniversary celebration.
The goal of the Hidden
Garden Gallery is to encourage an
appreciation of the arts. Providing
a public sculpture of this quality
is one of the ways the gallery can
accomplish that goal.
Toru has an international
reputation as a stone sculptor and
New Denver is very fortunate to

be getting a piece of his artwork
for public display. His lifelong
association with the Slocan Valley
began when he was an infant interned
with his family in Slocan City during
World War II. After a career in
sculpting and arts educating, Toru
and his wife Jan now reside in
Nakusp. His last gallery exhibition

prior to retirement was held at the
Hidden Garden Gallery in 2007.
Anyone wishing to contribute
to this project can contact Martha
Nichols at 358-2898 or Anne
Champagne at 358-2666. Donations
can be mailed to the Hidden Garden
Gallery, PO Box 201, New Denver,
BC V0G 1S0.

Persian rugs come to Kaslo at Kemar’s

Kemar’s
Middle East Interiors
• Persian rugs • Turkish pillow covers
•small gift items from the Middle East
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5 or by
appointment
Corner of 4th and A, Kaslo
250-353-RUGS (7847)

Want a bigger Voice?

Advertise!
That’s right, use the Valley Voice to spread the word
about your event, your business, or your campaign
all over the three valleys that we serve. We distribute
to every household in the Arrow, Slocan and North
Kootenay Lake Valleys. That’s over 6,000 mailboxes.
Over 1,200 copies to local businesses.

Margaret Blake has opened Kemar’s Middle East Interiors in Kaslo.

Advertise in the paper that everybody reads! Call the Valley Voice
at 250-358-7218 or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com for details!

Because we’re not junk mail, your message goes
home and gets read. We’re good at getting your
message out, because we’re good at delivering the
news. Unique stories and opinion that you’ll read
nowhere else. And the more you advertise, the more
news we can publish.
valleyvoice@netidea.com • 250-358-7218
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with Jamie Barber

Doc tests a new
Dodge pickup

I am just back from an
evaluation of a 2010 Dodge Ram
crew cab pickup truck from Nelson
Chrysler.
After an informative discussion
with Grant, the sales manager, he
suggested I try Motor Trend’s truck
of the year, the new Ram 3500 oneton with the ever special Cummins
6.7 L diesel engine. Basically, the

Ram truck range includes the 1500,
which is a half-ton, the 2500, which
is a 3/4-ton and the 3500, which is
a full one-ton. They share the same
body parts, but the difference is in
the chassis, suspension and motor
options.
This is a large, expensive
truck designed for those that need
heavy-duty pulling power and
large load capacities – a commuter
vehicle it is not. The base price is
in the mid $50K, and as tested,
lists as $61.6K. It was equipped
with an electric 10-way driver’s
seat, 115 volt electric outlets on
the dash, a 60/40 bench seat, air
conditioning, a six-speed automatic
transmission, an integrated engine

braking system and a 3.73 rear end.
The warranty is 3 years, 60,000
km with an extended warranty on
the drive train of 5 years/100,000
km. The Cummins diesel has a
further extended warranty to 5
years/150,000km. Financing is as
cheap as 0% for 3 years.
After waiting for the intake
heaters to come up to temperature,
the motor started right up and I
was surprised at how quiet the
idle was for a diesel. Cummins
has recently engineered a common
rail injection system that obviates
much of the old ‘clack’ seen in
previous generations. The seats are
comfortable and the driver’s seat
even reclines right back. Storage is

2010 Ram 3500 Crew Cab 4x4
6.7 l Cummins Diesel			
6-Speed Automatic with Engine Brake
Loaded SLT Model			
Tow Package				
8 Foot Box
SK#1020		
.00
MSRP $61,815 				

6.7 l Cummins Diesel
6-Speed Automatic with Engine Brake
Loaded SLT Model
Tow Package
6.5 Foot Box SK#1013
MSRP $61,615.00

			

more than generous, with two glove
boxes and enough cup holders for
a coffee drinkers’ convention. The
rear compartment includes many
storage bins under the floor and
seats – even a built in beer cooler.
I found the rear view mirror
too small to get an adequate view
out of the rear window, but there
were few blind spots when backing
up. The side mirrors are a double
mirror design that allows for two
different rear views. This will be
a great feature for pulling a trailer,
but they do create a large blind
spot to the side – be careful when
lane changing. The rear seats give
limousine-like luxury and a long
road trip in the back would be as
good as it gets. Like most diesel
engines, it takes some time for
the engine and hence the interior
heaters to come up to operating
temperature, but once they do, this
is a very comfortable truck to be on
the highway with.
I thought it might be a good
idea to pull off the highway and
put this truck into the element it
was designed for – rough country
roads. The road up to Whitewater
ski hill beckoned. If you have
been up there lately you know it
is full of puddles and potholes you
can get lost in. The ride is stiff, as
you would expect of an unloaded
one-ton, but I was disappointed
with the shocks and the constant
door rattling that accompanied
the rough road surface. Traction
in 4-wheel drive is very good and
the ABS does an adequate job. The
truck handles much lighter than you
might expect of a truck this large
and heavy. If you do get bogged
down, the pulling points on the front
of the truck are very substantial
while those on the back wouldn’t
really be up to the job. By the time
I had made it to the parking lot, the
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truck was covered in mud from top
to bottom – sorry about that Grant.
Even so, I had a few people give me
the thumbs up and one individual
even rolled down his window and
yelled ‘nice truck” – people love the
looks of this truck. It is definitely a
toy for the big boys.
Of course, the reason to buy the
truck is not only its looks, but the
ever-popular Cummins diesel. This
is a straight 6 direct injection turbo
that produces 350 horsepower and
an incredible 650 foot-pounds of
torque at a low 1500 RPM. Pulling
power it has in spades with a trailer
pulling capacity of 14,000 pounds
and a payload capacity of 3200
pounds. It is one of the few pickups
with a factory installed engine brake
system, which is there to help you
on the down hill with all that weight
in the back. Most importantly, this
engine meets current pollution
requirements without the use of the
controversial urea injection system
used by the competition.
Like I said earlier. This is an
expensive truck and you can expect
service to be just as expensive. The
comparison I like to use in this
column is the price to get a starter
changed. In this truck expect to pay
something short of $1,000. I didn’t
get a chance to look at the service
department at Nelson Chrysler,
but they employ five technicians
– all with lots of experience. Their
shop rate is $98-110/hour. My
conversation with some of their
customers leads me to believe they
are capable and courteous.
This is a truck with a special
purpose – large loads, rough service
and plenty of pulling power. It is
expensive, comfortable and very
classy. It has lots of room in the
interior and if you like diesels,
you’ll love this engine. I really
enjoyed the test ride.

Now offering $2500.00 Rebate and
0% financing on both models
2010 Ram 1500
Quad Cab
4x4
5.7l MDS Hemi
5-Speed Automatic
Loaded SLT Model
SK#1016
Tow Package
MSRP $41,645.00

Now offering $7250.00 Rebate and 0% financing
Pulling power it has in spades with a
trailer pulling capacity of 14,000 pounds
and a payload capacity of 3200 pounds.
- Doc Spanner
Our automotive columnist, Dr. Jamie Barber had a lot of fun test-driving the
2010 Ram 3500 4x4. Sorry about the mud, Grant.

