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At a very well attended meeting 

February 16 in the WE Graham 
School gym, it was the parents’ 
and community members’ turn 
to respond to the school board’s 
proposal to either close Winlaw 
School, close WE Graham School, 
or re-configure Winlaw to a K-3 
and WEG to a 4-6 plus the grades 
7/8 outdoor program and the grades 
9/10 Valhalla Wilderness Program.

The board heard that none 
of these options are particularly 
palatable. The entire Slocan Valley 
and its four schools (Brent Kennedy, 
Mt. Sentinel, Winlaw and WEG) 
would like to work together on a 
solution. The community would like 
more time and more information, 
particularly accurate enrolment 
figures. Several people referred to the 
very small savings the school district 
would achieve by any of the options. 

It is expected that a motion 
on this issue will be made at the 
February 23 school board meeting. 
Trustee Lenora Trenaman said the 
board could decide to extend the 
deadline for one year, to consider 
closure, to not consider closure, 
or to do further consultation. In a 
telephone interview with Slocan 
Valley trustee Barbara Lindsay after 
the meeting, she said she intended 
to put forward a motion requesting 
more time, supporting the idea of 
a Slocan Valley-wide process, and 
emphasizing excellence in rural 
education.

The board received 12 written 
submissions, and 12 people spoke at 
the meeting.

Sherry Walsh, president of the 
Parents’ Advisory Council (PAC) 
at Brent Kennedy, was the first 
speaker. She said the PACs from all 
four Slocan Valley schools had met 
to discuss the issue. “All four PACs 
want to be involved and need to be 
involved in the long-term planning 
of the educational opportunities in 
the Slocan Valley,” she said.

Walsh said the four PACs had 
submitted a list of questions to the 
board, asking for accurate enrolment 
figures for all four schools up to and 

Slocan Valley unifies in response to threat of school closures
including the 2015/2016 school year; 
for the board to postpone making a 
decision until March 31, 2011; and 
for more information on catchment 
areas. They’ve asked the board to 
review Policy #461 School Choice 
and Catchment, and they would like 
to know when out-of-catchment area 
bus service will be discontinued. The 
board has announced its intention to 
discontinue this service, but has not 
been specific about the timing.

Jo Buckland, on behalf of 
Winlaw PAC, informed the board that 
the consensus of Winlaw parents was 
to leave the school unchanged. They 
did an informal, preliminary survey 
to find out where the children would 
go if Winlaw closed, and they found 
42% were undecided; 34% would go 
to Brent Kennedy; 15% would go to 
WEG; and 7% would home school.

Buckland said parents felt that 
saving $65,000 by closing Winlaw 
School was not worth the disruption, 
and that the carbon cost of increased 
busing and parent driving would 
possibly negate the savings.

“The community is willing to 
collaborate to achieve common 
educational goals, to overcome 
diverse opinions and large geographic 
distances, but we need a task force 
consisting of PAC members, board 
members and community members,” 
she said.

Jessica Lunn from the WEG PAC 
got a round of applause when she 
said, “Our current situation could be 
divisive, but we’re more alike than 
we think.” She asked the board to 
recognize that widespread disregard 
of catchment areas in combination 
with multiple re-configurations at 
WEG in the recent future accounted 
for the decline in enrolment at WEG 
and the increase in enrolment at 
Winlaw. “Bridging between the two 
schools has to happen. There are 
many pros to keeping them both 
open, and the school district doesn’t 
save much by closing either,” she 
said. 

Paul Kelly, co-owner of Cedar 
Creek Café, coming from a business 
perspective, suggested that the 
Valhalla Wilderness Program be 

expanded. “Look at your market 
and see what’s working and not 
working,” he said.

Penny Tees, former Slocan 
Valley trustee, reminded the board 
of the time of the amalgamation 
of the Nelson and Creston school 
districts. “Through the school 
closures and all the other difficult 
decisions amalgamation brought, 
the board stood strong with ‘we’re 
a community of communities and 
students come first’…I think you 
have lost your path,” she said. She 
argued that the travelling distances 
resulting in the closure of either 
school was unacceptable, and that 
the enrolments (60 at WEG and 85 
at Winlaw) were not low enough 
to be considering closures. “I am 
saying it is not reasonable and it’s not 
productive and it’s arbitrary, when 
you have other situations with more 
compelling circumstances,” she said.

Angela Peebles, Winlaw PAC 

member, asked the board to consider 
the trickle-down effects. “Are your 
meager savings worth what you’d 
do to our struggling economy? Let’s 
figure out how to keep both schools 
alive and thriving.”

Corky Evans was very happy 
to hear that people in the Slocan 
Valley wanted to work together 
on this issue. “If you’ve created a 
crisis to bring us together, thanks for 
that!” he told the board. “There was 
another moment years ago when 
WEG and Winlaw were pitted against 
one another…You’ve played upon 
historical divisions…I don’t think 
you meant to divide us. It’s a mistake, 
but it might turn out if it brings us 
together.” Evans said he realized the 
board needed to save some money, 
and asked them to name the number. 
“Name the number, hire someone to 
facilitate, and we’ll come up with a 
plan to save that money.”

Walter Popoff offered his support 

as Area H Director. He suggested that 
an advisory committee be set up with 
school board, parent, staff and local 
government representatives to come 
up with a viable solution.

Joanne Ellis, Winlaw resident 
and WE Graham Community Service 
Society coordinator, said she spoke to 
the public health nurse and found out 
that both communities would likely 
have two kindergarten classes within 
two years. “Educationally, remove 
either of these schools and you 
will ultimately remove any choice 
for people at the north end. Brent 
Kennedy and Mt. Sentinel cannot fit 
all these kids,” she said. 

To cut costs, Ellis suggested 
that one administrative position 
at the board office be axed or that 
early retirement be offered. “School 
districts have become the experts on 
closing schools and that’s wrong. 
Can’t we take on the provincial 
government and not each other?”

This year’s Nakusp Rotary Dinner Theatre play, Kiss or Make Up, was an absolute hoot. Here, two first-time actors, 
Ron Isbell (as Franklin McHugh) and Martin Gibbons (as the policeman), have the audience in gales of laughter. As you 
can see, the costumes people did an expert job fitting the two in flattering flocks. Actors in the background on the couch 

are Chelsea Pike (as Kirsten Charlotte Delevan), Hans Sparrelboom (as Hanley Swope), Anji Jones (as Morgiana 
Kendrick) and Hillary Bitten (as Barney Benson, hidden behind Ron). Missing is Misty Crosby-Bone playing the part of 

Eloise Fitzpatrick McHugh. The dinner theatre happens every year near Valentine’s Day. See story, p. 10.
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by Jan McMurray
Jim Abbott, Kootenay-

Columbia MP for 17 years, has 
announced that he will retire 
when this term is up.

“If you had asked me on New 
Year’s Day if I intended to quit, 
I would have said ‘no’ because 
I love my job,” said Abbott in a 
telephone interview.

However, three weeks later, 
he got up early in the morning as 
usual and became overwhelmed 
with the feeling of enjoyment he 
had had with his grandchildren 
in Edmonton over Christmas. “It 
suddenly struck me – how many 
events like that have I missed 
because of my work schedule? 
I pondered that for about a half 
hour and it wouldn’t go away. 
So I went up and told my wife 
I had decided to retire, and she 
said, ‘great.’”

Abbott said that although 
he suspected that would be her 
reaction, she has been nothing 
but a constant support to him 
throughout his political career.

“She’s been such a brick, 
and she’s always let me do my 
thing without grumbling. But a 

MP Jim Abbott announces retirement 
politician’s family pays a price – I 
call it the ‘tyranny of the urgent.’ 
For example, a public official 
could be in a toy store with his 
grandchildren, who should be 
the most important people, and 
a stranger could come up to the 
politician with an issue, and the 
stranger ends up taking priority 
over the grandchildren – because 
of the ‘tyranny of the urgent,’” 
said Abbott.

He admits that  he is 
conflicted on the decision, as 
he believes he and his office 
have been able to help a lot of 
his constituents over the years. 
In the past year, the riding has 
been awarded with $100 million 
under the Economic Action Plan. 
“But it’s not immediate –I’m 
committed until the end of my 
term and I’m intending to help 
the prime minister, the party and 
the new local candidate however 
I possibly can,” he said.

He says interest in the 
Conservative candidacy has 
been expressed by two people so 
far and he knows of at least three 
others he believes will take a run 
at it. “I’ll be scrupulously neutral 

throughout the selection process, 
but once the candidate is selected, 
I’ll do everything I can to make 
sure my successor is successful in 
the next election,” he said.

Abbott is not the kind of man 
to sit idle in his retirement. When 
asked if he had any exciting plans, 
he replied, “I see excitement in 
retirement as literally being able 
to go camping for the weekend 
with my family,” he said. 
“However, I’ll still be involved 
in national and international 
work. I’m involved with a lot of 
NGOs over in Asia, and I intend 
to continue with that.”

Abbott has had an impressive 
career, easily holding his seat 
since 1993 in a total of six 
elections. He currently serves 
as Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of International 
Cooperation, and formerly served 
as Parliamentary Secretary for the 
Minister of Canadian Heritage. 
He has sat on many parliamentary 
committees over the years.

Asia Pacific issues are 
of particular interest to him. 
Abbott organizes delegations 
to Asia, helping NGOs with 
their political contacts “so they 
can get things done – and that 
has made a difference,” said 
Abbott. He has served as chair 
and other executive capacities 
in Asia Pacific parliamentary 
organizations.

Jim resides in Wasa with his 
wife, Jeannette.

Nakusp, the Arrow Lakes 
and most of the Lardeau Valley 
are in Abbott’s constituency.

MP Jim Abbott won’t be 
running in the next election.

by Art Joyce
With nearly 3.5 billion 

cell phone users worldwide 
and hundreds of thousands 
of cell towers, it’s amazing 
that so few stop to ask what 
effect this technology might 
have on health. This question 
was examined at length in the 
screening of the documentary 
Full Signal at New Denver’s 
Bosun Hall Friday, September 
19. 

More than 70 people turned 
up for the ‘sneak preview’ 
screening, the first time the film 
has been shown in Canada since 
its release late last year. Among 
those interviewed in the film 
are Olle Johannson, the world-
renowned electromagnetic 
radiation (EMR) expert from 
Sweden’s Karolinksa Institute. 
He cites a European study about 
seven years ago on background 
radiation levels that found an 
increase of 3,000 percent over 
a decade earlier. Johansson 
says that background levels 
are now one million billion 
times ambient levels found in 
the atmosphere. He adds that 
especially since the introduction 
of second generation GSM 
technology in 1997, there 
has been a clear correlation 
with a public health decline in 
Sweden. 

Scientist Leif Salford 
describes cell phone technology 

as “the world’s largest 
biological experiment ever.” 
Science writer Blake Levitt says 
13 studies have shown double 
strand DNA breaks from cell 
phone exposure. Single strand 
breaks can be repaired, double-
strand breaks cannot and lead 
to genetic mutations that are 
passed to the next generation. 
Even the US FDA has identified 
EMR as a “potential human 
carcinogen.” 

“People are assuming 
that someone somewhere has 
determined that this technology 
is safe,” says Levitt. “And that 
is simply not the case.” 

Dr. David Carpenter of the 
University of Albany, New York, 
says the assumptions behind 
government exposure standards 
are not set by physicians or 
scientists but by engineers who 
are not qualified to assess the 
biological implications. “As 
we get more information,” says 
Carpenter, “we find that our 
exposure standards are too lax.” 

C a r p e n t e r  b e l i e v e s 
technicians can find safer ways 
of using the technology but 
that there’s no motivation for 
cell phone companies to do 
so due to the current weak 
regulatory environment. The 
US Telecommunications Act 
of 1996, which was heavily 
influenced by the cell phone 
industry, does not allow a 

challenge to cell towers based 
on health grounds. Canada’s 
Radiocommunications Act has 
a similar clause. Johannson 
says the cell phone companies 
are “telling us it’s safe, but 
apparently it’s not safe to study 
it, because there’s no money 
available for studies.”

Scientific studies around the 
world are showing long-term 
associations with cell phone 
use and brain tumours as well as 
other cancers. Levitt points out 
that for the first time in history, 
brain tumours are the number 
one killer of children in North 
America. A recent Scandinavian 
study indicated that for those 
who use cell phones under age 
18, while brains and immune 
systems are still developing, 
there is a five times greater risk 
than average of getting a tumour 
compared with those who start 
using the phones at age 30. 
Johansson says only one minute 
of exposure is enough to change 
the brain’s electromagnetic 
frequency in a child. The latency 
period for brain tumours is 
at least 10 years, and as with 
cigarettes or asbestos, peoples’ 
resistance to disease varies with 
the individual. 

T h e  f i l m  p r o f i l e s 
communities in Israel and 
America that have learned of the 
dangers and acted to prevent or 
remove cell phone towers. One 

Palestinian community found 
that when they examined a map 
of local towers and overlaid 
recent cancer cases in the 
village, the locations matched 
perfectly. Its council has since 
passed a bylaw refusing cell 
phone companies permission 
to install cell towers. As the 
mayor says, “milk for babies is 
a necessity; cell phones are not.” 

Director Talal Jabari is a 
Palestinian-American who 
began his career as a journalist 

in the Middle East covering the 
second intifada for BBC World 
Service and other television 
outlets. Jabari has worked as 
an associate producer for CBS 
News and field producer for 
the CBS news magazine 60 
Minutes. He has gone on to work 
on award-winning documentary 
series such as The Shape of the 
Future. Full Signal is his first 
film as director, and to make 
the documentary he visited 18 
experts in ten countries and six 

US states. Already it has won 
Best Documentary at the 2009 
Myrtle Beach International Film 
Festival, Award of Merit from 
the 2010 Accolade Competition, 
among others. 

Local  ac t iv is t  Ju l ia 
Greenlaw hosted the evening 
and urged concerned residents 
to write Industry Canada 
and Health Canada. She can 
be reached at jgreenlaw@
netidea.com to provide a list of 
addresses. 

Award-winning documentary on cell phones screens in New Denver

submitted
• The search for a missing 

Nakusp woman resulted in a 
tragic end when RCMP found 
the body of Indrani Ghosh on 
February 9. With the aid of 
Kamloops Air Services and 
Arrow Lakes Search and Rescue, 
Indrani’s body was discovered 
in the lake near the mouth of the 
Kuskanax River approximately 
75 feet from shore. She had 

RCMP retrieve woman’s body, bust Edgewood grow-op
been missing since February 2. 
Her remains were transported 
to Trail Hospital for an autopsy 
to determine the exact cause 
of death. 

• On February 15 the 
Nakusp RCMP detachment 
and the Kootenay Boundary 
d e t a c h m e n t ’s  G e n e r a l 
Investigation Section (GIS) 
executed a search warrant on 
a property in Edgewood. Two 

indoor marijuana growing 
operations were located in two 
separate outbuildings on the 
large rural property. A total of 
722 cannabis plants were seized 
as well as a quantity of buds 
and magic mushrooms. One 
male was arrested and taken 
into custody for production of 
marijuana for the purpose of 
trafficking. The Lumby area 
resident was later released. 
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SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton

Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

Euro-Rite Cabinets Ltd. is one of North America’s premier 
manufacturers of Ready to Assemble (RTA) cabinets suitable for DIY 
enthusiasts, contractors & retail outlets of all sizes.

Euro-Rite Cabinets Ltd. combines the traditional values of quality & 
affordability with leading edge design & production techniques.

All of our cabinets are designed for easy home assembly. Just 15 
minutes per cabinet is all it takes to transform your space into the 
kitchen of your dreams!

In-Store Eurorite Display!

Interview with Gordon
“Hi,  I’m here in the Slocan Valley to interview Gale on her 
reopening. Hi Gale.”

“Hi Gordon.”

“Gale, you’ve done what I do and I’m very excited with what you 
have done. Tell me, Why the change?”

“Well Gordon, it was time. We always believed that Slocan Park 
needed a small café after the Bistro left.  We’re looking to fill a 
void, so people can get freshly prepared foods.”

“Gale, I understand you changed the name, and I’ve got to be  
honest, ‘Nothing Fancy’ is an interesting choice.  What’s with that?”

“When we decided to renovate, customers asked, ‘What will be 
new?’  I said, ‘subs, pizza, and lasagna.  Nothing Fancy, just great 
food’. That was how the name was born.”

“Wow! Great love!  I am really excited about the menu and the take 
out Pizza and Lasagna.  When is opening day?”

“We’re looking at February 1.  All the equipment is here and we 
have some detail work to finish.  We’re pretty firm on February 1.”

“Thank you Gale! There you have it. Nothing Fancy opening 
February 1 in Slocan Park. See you there!”

Beside Slocan Park Service • 2970 Highway 6, Slocan Park
1-250-226-7266

by Art Joyce
The  BC gove rnmen t  ha s 

announced that it will rely on select 
wolf culls in areas where mountain 
caribou herds are less than 50 animals, 
using sharpshooters from helicopters. 
The strategy is part of the Mountain 
Caribou Recovery Plan that has been 
in development since 2002, when 
the caribou were ‘red-listed’ as an 
endangered species. Environmental 
groups are divided on the wolf cull 
tactic, however. 

That report noted that mountain 
caribou have been extirpated from 
43% of their historic BC range, with 
an estimated 1,900 caribou in 13 
local populations.  Although some 
gains have been made in individual 
populations, overall their numbers 
have continued to decline.

In 2007, the BC government 
announced the Mountain Caribou 
Recovery Implementation Plan, which 
committed government to various 
management actions, with the goal to 
halt the decline of mountain caribou 
within seven years and recover the 
population to pre-1995 levels (2,500 
animals) within 20 years. The aerial 
removal of wolves to protect mountain 

Mountain Caribou Recovery Plan to use wolf cull
caribou is one of the recommendations 
in a report prepared by 14 experts 
on the Province’s mountain caribou 
science team. The government strategy 
has also included herd augmentation 
by bringing in pregnant caribou to 
critically endangered populations. 
Gradual  reduct ion  of  moose 
populations throughout the mountain 
caribou range through adjustments to 
hunting regulations is another tactic 
proposed.

Valhalla Wilderness Society 
(VWS) Director Craig Pettitt says of the 
wolf cull, “The proposed escalation by 
employing helicopters is an admission 
that the current wolf kill programs 
have been a failure. Many scientific 
studies have shown that when wolves 
are killed, packs disperse and wolves 
spread over a larger area, resulting in 
more packs, more breeding pairs and 
higher birth rates.” 

According to VWS, since the 
Province started its wolf eradication 
plan in the Revelstoke area, wolf 
sightings and evidence of packs have 
increased dramatically in areas to the 
south of Revelstoke, such as the Slocan 
and Lardeau Valleys.  Researchers in 
Revelstoke have found that there was 
significant dispersal of the pack due to 
the hunting pressure.

Lawrence Redfern, Outreach 
Director for the Mountain Caribou 
Project, is cautiously optimistic. Still, 
he admits that for the environmental 
groups his coalition represents, predator 
culls are always distasteful, a strategy 
of last resort. Redfern says the studies 
he has examined overwhelmingly 
indicate that caribou populations will 
recover where wolf predation has 
been a problem. However, many of 
the studies have been done in northern 
Canada where there’s a much simpler 
predator-prey relationship in a different 
ecosystem. 

In the Kootenays there are more 
potential predators, including grizzly 
bears and cougars. The most recent 
major drop in caribou populations in 
the East and West Kootenays were 
due to predation. A high whitetail 
deer population sustains the cougar 
population but one winter with high 

mortality for deer puts pressure on 
caribou from cougar predation as well. 
Redfern said Ministry of Environment 
data shows that the cougar population 
isn’t anywhere near what it was in the 
mid-’90s. However, in January this 
year one cougar in the Slocan Valley 
had to be destroyed and Conservation 
Officer Arnold Deboon said the cougar 
population is higher than normal.  

Although Redfern supports the 
government science team’s conclusions, 
he says the current situation is a legacy 
of bad decisions made by government 
over the past two decades or so. The 
original Mountain Caribou Recovery 
Plan report admits that the primary 
reason for the decline in caribou 
population is habitat loss. “Today, the 
primary threat to mountain caribou 
appears to be fragmentation of their 
habitat. …forest practices are currently 
considered to be the greatest habitat 
management concern.” 

Significantly, the BC Liberals had 
just formed the government about the 
time the original report was issued, 
and have substantially weakened 
forest protection in the decade since. 
Although the Ministry of Environment 
says it has protected approximately 2.2 
million hectares of mountain caribou 
habitat from road building and logging, 
VWS points out that only 0.66% of the 
Timber Harvesting Land Base has been 
protected, “and even that can be logged 
under certain conditions.” 

The government’s 2002 report adds 
that, “increasing interest in mechanized 
backcountry recreation poses a more 
recent potential threat to caribou.” 
(Past over-hunting was cited as another 
suspected cause.) Snowmobile clubs 
across the province negotiated with 
the government to close access to some 
areas while allowing limited access to 
others, resulting in approximately one 
million hectares of mountain caribou 
habitat closed to snowmobiling. 

“The  r ecen t l y  announced 
snowmobile closure zones are too few 
and too small,” says Pettitt. “Wolves 
have no access to mountain caribou in 
winter unless snowmobiles pack down 
the snow. The government could create 
substantial protection from wolves 

overnight by closing key areas that are 
heavily used by snowmobiles.” 

Redfern disagrees, pointing out that 
nine areas were closed to snowmobiling 
for every one that was left open. He 
adds that the BC government has no 
interest in extreme culls such as those 
being done in Alberta by poisoning 
and trapping. 

“We’re not talking about getting rid 
of all the wolves, it’s about ratcheting 

down the numbers,” says Redfern. 
“It’s also important to remember when 
we kill wolves that we may not get 
the result we want, but if we don’t we 
will see the extirpation of mountain 
caribou. And it’s that that makes us 
uncomfortable, it’s an unpalatable 
action to have to take. My impression 
is that everyone’s interested in the same 
result: wolf and caribou out there in the 
landscape but in a healthy balance.” 

Nelson Library to seek 
input on rural services
submitted

What will be the future needs of 
our communities and what role will the 
library play in helping to meet those 
needs? What creative options can we 
develop for how the library can better 
serve the outlying rural areas, both 
now and into the future? The Nelson 
Municipal Library has learned that these 
are the questions that residents who live 
in the rural areas surrounding Nelson 
want to talk about. 

In the fall of 2009, the Nelson 
Municipal Library and the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay initiated 
a community consultation process to 
discuss potential changes to library 
service for residents of Areas H (Slocan 
Valley), E (Balfour/Harrop-Proctor/
Blewett), and F (North Shore/Taghum/
Bonnington). Residents of these areas do 
not currently support the library through 
local taxation; they must purchase a 
membership, which has proven to be a 
barrier for some people to access library 
services. 

Residents have said that in this era, 
everyone is concerned about taxes and 
how much it costs to live here. However, 
many people said we also need to think 
carefully about what core services 
our communities need – services that 
will support local people in accessing 
the information and skills they need 
to positively contribute to our future 
by finding work, starting a business 
and being part of the technological, 
information-based economy. We also 
need to have a strong library and other 
community facilities in order to attract 
the entrepreneurs and professionals 
that we need.  All the comments and 
questions have been summarized into 
fact sheets that are available to the public 
at the library or through its website 
at http://nelson.bclibrary.ca/services-
prgrams/regional-library-service.

The second phase of the consultation 
process has started and involves meeting 
with various community organizations to 
create options for how the library could 
better serve the outlying communities. 
The options will be the focus of public 
meetings to be held later this spring.
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Kaslo tire 
burnout contest

I would like to express my 
opposition to the tire burnout contest 
held the past few years in the park area 
at the Kaslo May Days celebration. In 
2006 Interior Health released a notice 
on the negative health impacts of the 
event. Interior Health Medical Officers 
advise that to reduce their negative 
impacts, tire burnout events should 
be held a distance of 300 metres away 
from human dwellings and activities. 
With large crowds milling around in 
the park, and our senior’s residential 
facility across the street, the location 
of the event does not satisfy the Public 
Health Officer’s recommendation.

My opposition to the tire 
burnout in no way reflects upon my 
support for the Kaslo Show and Shine. 
The event held on Front St. has a 
tradition over many years as a high 
quality and successful part of the May 
Days Weekend and was successful 
long before the initiation of the tire 
burn out contest. I encourage others 
to let our local leadership and the 
sponsors of this event to consider the 
health of our residents and visitors and 
to cancel the tire burnout contest for 
2010 May Days and forever.

The information from the Interior 
Health is on their website located at 
http://www.interiorhealth.ca/health-
and-safety.aspx?id=558

Susan Mulkey
Kaslo

We need a non-
motorized trail

The application from the RDCK 
to the ILMA (a government arm) to 
have a linear park from Summit Lake 
to Rosebery is the result of the desire 
by well over 200 signatures (collected 
according to legal guidelines) from 
local citizenry over 7 years ago. 

Now a lobby by the motorized 
recreational industry want to dominate 
that riparian trail to use as they see 
fit. Jurisdiction after jurisdiction and 
most non-motorized recreationalists 
find machines and pedestrians are 
NOT COMPATIBLE. Liabilities, 
noise, speed, high maintenance costs, 
policing, disruption of wildlife, alcohol, 
pollution, and carbon footprint are some 
of the reasons for the incompatability.

Machines are not community, and 
their use should not rule the use of 
community property.

The proposed park needs your letter 
of support by Feb. 24 so that all citizens 
can continue to enjoy this space: That 
includes walkers, runners, bicyclists, 

naturalists, environmentalists, birders, 
cross-country skiers, snowshoers, 
those seeking solitude and others: No 
person is denied use of a park. 

Each letter represents 200 votes 
when politicians judge these matters, 
so the protection of this riparian zone 
feeding into the Bonanza Marsh and 
governing wildlife and aquatic habit 
of Slocan Lake is very critical to 
the well-being of the life style most 
of us are here to appreciate. The 
notifying ad was on page 2 of the 
January 13 & 27 Valley Voice. The 
address is: Natural Resource Officer at 
FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, 
Cranbrook, B.C., V1C 7G1 or emailed 
to AuthorizingAgency.Cranbrook@
gov.bc.ca

Eric Faulks 
Hills 

Subtly 
misrepresenting 
reality

Tim Fox, in his recent letters to the 
editors in both the Valley Voice and The 
Arrow Lakes News, has misrepresented 
the Area H APC, the OCP and The 
Hills Nordic Ski Club in his bid to 
rally support for motorized use of the 
Rosebery to Summit Lake rail trail.  

During the OCP process community 
meetings showed a diversity of opinions 
both for and against motorized use. 
The OCP does not dictate that ‘any 
future trails must include motorized 
usage’. The careful wording in the OCP 
indicates multiple-uses be considered. 
The OCP is only a guiding document 
and further public consultation would 
be needed to determine actual use in 
each specific case. During a public 
meeting held to discuss the Draft OCP 
both the planner Meeri Durand as 
well as other APC members clarified 
this to Tim, once again, when he 
requested the wording be changed 
from multi-use to motorized. The APC 
specifically avoided discussing or 
dictating motorized or non-motorized 
as it was beyond our mandate.

Regarding the petition from 
Summit Lake, presented to the OCP 
meeting on October 25, 2007:  eight 
of the 15 signatories asked for their 
names be taken off the petition once 
they learned more about the potential 
provincial park expansion at Summit 
Lake - from Ministry officials. 

A further clarification:  the Hills 
Nordic Ski Club has not received 
government money, as was claimed, for 
a non-motorized trail in Hills.  

Understandably there are strong 
opinions on the many sides of this 
debate.  As such, it is important we have 

Comment on 
the state of our 
local economy 

I believe it’s time to comment on 
the state of our local economy.

The first thing we must do is 
recognize money equals goods and 
is the barter tool in the exchange of 
goods and nothing more. All of our 
economy depends on the production 
of goods from the forest industry, 
mining industry, fishing , agriculture, 
and energy production from coal, 
oil, hydro, solar and wind. Without 
the production of goods we have no 
money source for social services like 
education, health care, transportation, 
government grants or the civil service 
including federal, provincial and local 
government.  Without the production 
of goods there is no money for police, 
firefighters, teachers, politicians, 
accountants, lawyers etc., etc.

The sad fact of the state of our 
economy is that local, provincial 
and federal governments have let the 
production of goods go to hell. 

We now have our local politicians 
and their pressure groups calling for 
more money for social services at the 
same time they are regulating business 
and industry into bankruptcy.

Our local politicians and special 
interest groups have been against 
anything new, the IPPs, mines, forest 
industry, ski hills, sawmills and 
anything that generates money for taxes 
to pay for our social services. 

If our local economy is ever going 
to improve, the local politicians have 
to change course and start promoting 
business  and industry  before 
demanding money for social services. 
They will also have to reduce the size of 
local government and start to cut taxes 
and deregulate. This would include 
taking on the bureaucrats that depend 
on bigger government to protect their 
empire.  

Historians, remember how Nero 
fiddled while Rome burned? We have 
the same going on at the Vacnouver 
Olympics. A giant party for the elite 
rich of the Lower Mainland while our 
economy remains in the tank. Don’t 
worry, they will remember to bill us for 
their good times and because we have 
no industry they will just cut services 
and grants.

Larry Greenlaw
Meadow Creek

accurate information so we can make 
well-informed decisions.

Liza Ireland
Past Chairperson, Area H APC
Director, Hills Nordic Ski Club

Does Nakusp need 
a new fire hall?

There is talk of a new fire hall in 
Nakusp, worth millions. Why do we 
need a new fire hall? 

Our politicians as leaders are 
under scrutiny for basic values. 
The most essential criteria for any 
leadership should be transparency 
and accountability. The vote of the 
citizens of Nakusp should always be 
the foundation of any decisions that 
affect us. 

Let’s start with an honest breakdown 
of the Nakusp Emergency Services 
building project. The handout for the 
October 2009 public meeting detailed 
project cost estimates with “wages and 
benefits” of $815,000. Whose wages and 
benefits does this refer to? It appears to 
not be the contractors who will be hired 
to do the job as the estimate has only 
$140,000 earmarked for their expenses. 
Benefits would generally not be provided 
to contracted wages. Could the Village 
explain who will receive $815,000 and 
whether this is only the beginning of a 
wage with benefits package to regular 
employees, such as the firemen or 
council?

It’s fine to get a grant for the $2.315 
million dollar project, but what is it 
going to cost down the road for the 
maintenance, upkeep and heating of 
such a large centre? Will there be 
another increase of taxes, to be paid 
by the citizens of Nakusp and district? 
How many increases and what amounts 
can we, the citizens, be expected to 
continually take on?

The level of financial responsibilities 
and burdens is ever-increasing with this 

Village council and their huge projects. 
The water meter project is next to come 
upon us. Have the citizens of Nakusp 
and area been fully informed and asked 
for their input on these expenses that we 
must bear? 

We should also have input into the 
location of the proposed emergency 
services/fire hall building. The most 
logical place for it is where it is most 
central and in the same vicinity as the 
Village office. The adjoining lot is 
already owned by the Village and was 
purchased for the fire department a 
long time ago. This could mean ending 
the alleyway, but there have been other 
alleys abolished by the Village. The 
proposal to date is to house the new fire 
hall between the seniors’ hall and the 
park. This does not make sense. 

Would it not make more sense to 
have all emergency services central to 
all of the main highways and hospital 
rather than by a seniors housing 
complex, a public campground and a 
school? Does this not pose a danger to 
children and seniors to have emergency 
vehicles needing to depart with speed? 
Should they not be near the most direct 
route? Sirens cannot be sounded and 
speed cannot be gained until out of the 
residential and school zones. To have 
the emergency services next to the 
Village office would ensure an efficient 
and timely response to any emergency 
no matter which direction the vehicle 
was going. 

Logic and accountability again 
needs to be brought to the attention of 
the Village council and the citizens of 
Nakusp. People, speak up!

John Cazurik 
Nakusp

Motorized or non-motorized misses the point
There’s been a lot of ink spilled on these pages over the last couple of editions 

debating the merits of motorized and non-motorized use of the old rail grade 
between Summit Lake and Rosebery.  For me, the important question is whether 
the trail is wheelchair-accessible.

There’s very few places in the interior of this province where persons with a 
physical disability can get out and enjoy nature. Our old rail grades represent an 
enormous opportunity for both residents and tourists with disabilities to do just that. 

Let’s not blow it by squabbling over motorized versus non-motorized. The 
trail’s surface would need improvement and regular maintenance to be truly 
barrier-free, but it could be done if the community has the will.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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Most Hills residents 
support a motorized 
Rail Trail

Hats off to Gianni Depretto in 
his comprehensive presentation of 
the information provided by the Hills 
Recreation Society Community Survey, 
last issue. Board member Depretto 
presents facts clearly and accurately. 
His intention is to present results of 
this survey; the thoughts, preferences 
and voices of our community in Hills.

On the other hand, other 
submissions over the past two weeks 
scramble numbers, use creative 
journalism and misquote the survey 
(the actual wording and intents) 
thereby masking the results of the 
survey response. I would know this 
since I was hands-on in gathering and 
compiling the hard data.

In the last two issues of the 
Valley Voice, two letters state “a vast 
majority” of Hills residents support 
non-motorized use of this trail. This 
conclusion is erroneous. Nor is the 
majority “vast.” In fact - 59% of Hills 
residents indicated support for multi/
many use of the Rail Trail (YES). 41% 
stated they want it to be non-motorized 
(NO).

On the questionnaire Hills 
residents were asked to offer 
comments/suggestions to their Yes, 
Yes with Conditions, or No response 
in an effort to solicit community 
input as to the future use of the rail 
trail. With a sleight of hand, the two 
previous letters present the total Yes 
response down to 23%. This was 
accomplished by subtracting those 
who offered suggestions/conditions 
to their “YES” (35%). I was one of 
those respondents who answered YES 
with Conditions. It astounds me that 
because I offered some suggestions, 
my “YES, with Conditions” vote is 
lost. When in fact, I had thought a 
YES vote offering my ideas was a 
stronger YES vote. Throughout the 
questionnaire respondents were asked 
for their comments on almost every 
question. Why would a person think 
this tone would be any different on the 
rail trail motorized use issue?

As to the claim “only a very few of 
the 78 households in the Hills survey 
voiced opposition to the Regional 
District’s application to make the 
rail trail into a regional park” This 
question is not even on the Survey. Is 
an alternate agenda not again clearly 
flouted?

The Hills Recreation Society’s 
membership represents only 21% 
of people who live here. Compare 
this to the 82% response rate to this 
questionnaire – clearly the Survey 
RESULTS carry our community’s 
Truth. In conducting a community 
survey, the Hills Recreation Society 
did good work in re-visiting who 
we are as a community. All Board 
members share a serious responsibility 
to accept and communicate what the 
results reveal accurately whether we 
personally agree with them or not.

I have recently resigned my 
position as Vice-President on the Hills 
Recreation Society Board since my 
good health is not conducive to the 

nonsense as outlined above. Should 
anyone be interested in securing a copy 
of this survey, these are available to the 
public either by email or hard copy. 
Consult the Hills Community Bulletin 
Board for more information.

donna Shaw
Hills

The main 
concerns...

In the last issue of the Valley 
Voice, Richard Allen suggests “some 
friends in the motorized-users camp” 
are most concerned with the word 
“park” in the application. As a frequent 
motorized user, my big concern is with 
the supporting documentation RDCK 
included with their application. This 
documentation, with Richard Allen’s 
name on it, has phrases including 
“there has been no snowmobile use 
of the Slocan Lakeshore Section,” 
“non-motorized recreational use of 
the Rosebery-Summit Lake rail bed 
was well-established long before 
removal of the railroad tracks allowed 
for motorized recreational use,” 
“non-motorized use days outnumber 
motorized use days by about 100-
1,” “even the present, occasional 
motorized recreational use has met 

Stay with trees 
and animals

Since the early 1980s, the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society has worked hard 
to secure large tracts of land to be 
preserved for wilderness values, with 
Richard Caniell as one of the founding 
members. Recently this group, and 
many other people, successfully 
acquired the so-called ‘Valhalla Mile’ 
to be added to the land base of Valhalla 
Provincial Park.

Mr. Caniell has also assumed 
the position of spokesperson for the 
Valhalla Committee for Environmental 
Health, which is a subcommittee of 
the Valhalla Wilderness Society. The 
VCEH has lobbied in opposition to 
the plans by Telus to install a cell 
phone tower in New Denver and after 
Industry Canada approved the Telus 
application Mr. Caniell spoke on CBC 
Radio to insist that the VCEH would 
pursue this matter in the courts!

Everyone has the right to oppose 
actions by the Canadian government 
and can do so as individual citizens. 
Any member or supporter of the 
Valhalla Wilderness Society can, and so 
can any local resident of New Denver 
for that matter. My concern is that the 
VWS has struck this subcommittee for 
health purposes and this doesn’t seem 
at all connected to the original goals 
and purposes of the VWS. Shouldn’t all 
the funding and support and resources 
of the Valhalla Wilderness Society be 
directed to saving wild lands and not be 
diverted to local political matters under 
the guise of a ‘health committee?’

Preserving some of the provincial 
land base for wilderness and parks and 
such is a great thing and all members 
and supporters of VWS can take pride 
in this, but the VCEH seems to be 
aimed at keeping the Village of New 
Denver as part of the wilderness, too.

Peter Roulston
New Denver

with some complaints from the larger 
group of non-motorized users,” 
“These people believe that motorized 
group or club activities would be 
incompatible with wildlife values 
and with non-motorized  human 
uses of this trail section,” “There is 
an existing, alternative off-highway 
route from Rosebery to Nakusp for 
motorized recreational use,” “we 
support the present non-motorized 
uses of the Rosebery-Summit Lake 
trail,” “We recommend strict limits on 
motorized activity along the Rosebery-
Summit Lake trail” and “we support 
an alternative off-highway route from 
Rosebery to Nakusp for motorized 
recreational use.”

As someone who has used the rail 
grade long before the track removal and 
continue to use it now for motorized 
recreation, I can guarantee the “trail” 
as shown on their map is used daily 
by members of the “motorized user 
camp.”

There was/is a great opportunity 
for a community trail to accommodate 
all user groups; sadly this can only 
happen if RDCK stops pandering to 
minority special interest groups and 
starts being open and honest in this 
process.  

Tim Fox
Summit Lake

Olympics 
swallowed by 
corporate-profit 
agenda

In my youth I was an athlete, 
and since then have enthusiastically 
followed athletic events, especially 
the Olympics. Never did I expect 
that the heart and spirit of the 
Olympics would be so swallowed 
by a monstrous corporate-profit 
agenda. (Witness Salt Lake City 
and the gargantuan losses in Athens 
which now jeopardizes the stability 
of the money system of Europe.) 
Ever since Vancouver won the bid, 
there has been our own accrual of a 
factual reality that is depressing to 
say the least.

The proposed Olympic costs 
originally set out over seven years 
ago have continually skyrocketed; 
all the estimates were grossly and 
to me intentionally misleading. In 
Sept. 2006, the BC auditor-general 
severely criticized the Liberals for 
not disclosing all the Olympic-
related costs.

The naked greed of VANOC 
catering to the IOC has now raised 
the total for the games to $8 billion. 
That’s nearly $471 million A Day, 
for the seventeen days of the event.

What is anyone to think – if not 
caught up in the Olympic hype, when 
the real context reveals on the very 
day of the Opening Ceremonies, 
that the Liberals will be cutting $10 
million from services that provide 
relief to the province’s most needy 
children and families.

This follows all the previous 
massive cuts BC residents outside 
of Vancouver have sustained, to the 
essential social services of health 
care, education, environment, parks, 

with personnel and budgets cut 
repeatedly to the bone. Why? No 
funds. (Who can forget the huge 
deficit the Liberals revealed AFTER 
they got re-elected?)

How does this Olympic bash 
of overspending affect us? The 
much- needed CT scanner Kootenay 
residents are fundraising for Nelson 
Hospital, costs $1.5 million. Last 
summer IHA ordered hospital cooks 
to limit the amount spent on patient’s 
meals to $7.00 per patient per day. 
That  $2.33 per meal must include 
special diet requirements and snacks. 
The School Districts of BC have 
collectively estimated that they are 
short $300 million just to keep the 
standard of education at its present 
level. Schools are being closed. 
Parents with sick children, people 
of low income, the elderly, need a 
place to stay during their medical 
treatments and turn to Easter Seal 
House. It too, has been cut of all its 
government funding.

Think of the 3,000 homeless, 
many of whom have mental illness, 
on the streets of Vancouver, the block-
long line-ups for the soup kitchens, 
the medical research stymied for 
lack of government funds, and 
then remember the Athletes Village 
alone cost $1 billion; security more 
than 1 billion; the new Convention 
Centre $1 billion, the $900,000 
the Liberals spent on tickets for 
business interests, members of 
non-BC governments and Liberal 
MLAs. Imagine what even a small 
percentage of this huge expenditure 
of taxpayers’ money could have done 
for all the real needs of BC residents.

T h e  L i b e r a l ’ s  o w n 
“comprehensive” study released 
Nov. 2009, of the initial five years of 
Olympic preparatory work, reported 
a miniscule increase of one-tenth of 
one per cent of economic growth. 
The Winter Olympics are now being 
predicted by a Price Waterhouse 
Coopers study to become a financial 
failure.

People say to those who point 
out these facts “Stop whining and 
enjoy the games.” This says ignore 
$471 million a day to feel good, 
consequences be damned. But 
taxpayers who are footing this 
preposterous cost have good reason 
to be frustrated and angry if not 
outright disgusted. 

Robin Sherrod
New Denver

Modernizing 
the Water Act

The Ministry of Environment is 
“modernizing” the Water Act. They 
will be holding regional workshops 
for public consultation purposes 
this spring. The Nelson Workshop 
is currently scheduled for April 16 
(this may change), but you need to 
register to attend by Friday, Feb. 26. 
Register by phone 250-387-9481 or 
email livingwatersmart@gov.bc.ca.

So what, you ask? Well, for rural 
residents of BC this modernization 
could have serious consequences. 
Proposals to change water licences 
is the concern.

Landowners in BC currently 

have common law riparian rights to 
water. This is why the government 
must issue licenses to draw domestic 
use and irrigation water from 
streams, lakes and rivers for a small, 
annual fee. These licences have no 
expiry date, function under a “first 
in time, first in right” principle and 
are automatically transferable when 
property changes hands.

Details of proposed changes 
are available at http://www.
livingwatersmart.ca/water-act/
efficiency.html. As the government 
states there:  “British Columbia’s 
current water allocation system 
clearly defines access to water in 
an orderly and predictable way, 
which has facilitated settlement, 
ag r i cu l t u r e ,  and  economic 
development. However, it was 
designed for a time when water 
shortages were uncommon. …The 
system needs to be more efficient, 
flexible, and capable of adapting to 
changing conditions, particularly as 
pressures on water supplies intensify 
and supply patterns change.”

So the government is proposing 
placing an expiry date on water 
allocation licences. And a group 
of environmental NGO’s has 
specifically requested “decoupling 
water rights from property rights.” 
Both proposals effectively remove 
our common law rights to water 
for agricultural and domestic use 
and allow the government the right 
to not renew or curtail water use 
now under licence. They are also 
proposing licensing wells under the 
same conditions.

The kicker here is that 98% of 
current water allocations are for 
hydropower use. These licences 
already carry a 40-year expiry date. 
Meanwhile, domestic use licences 
currently account for only 0.2% 
of the 2% of water allocations not 
used for hydropower. Agricultural 
use accounts for 10.7% of that 2%. 
Why should rural citizens potentially 
lose their rights to water for drinking, 
washing, cooking and flushing their 
toilets or for irrigating their crops and 
watering their livestock when they 
account for such a small portion of 
water allocations?

My other concern is that there 
is little to no data on which to base 
decisions of who should get water. 
Without this data on all stream 
flows, river flows, water volumes 
in lakes, behind dams and water 
volumes in underground aquifers, 
there is no rational basis on which to 
issue licences for any water use. The 
technical work and water planning 
should be done prior to legislating 
changes to licensing procedures. 
Otherwise the “transparent and 
equitable” prioritizing of water 
allocation through licences will be 
based on bureaucratic policy (or 
whim) and not on what is truly in 
the public interest as required for 
resources held as a public trust.

So put down the paper and 
register for the workshops NOW! 
since the cut-off date is Friday, 
Feb. 26.

Nelle Maxey
Winlaw
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The Mt. Sentinel Stage Band Program 
would like to thank everyone who 
supported the students’ fund raising 
effort at Café Jazz held on Thursday 
February 11 at Mt. Sentinel School. Over 
100 people enjoyed listening to the Mt. 
Sentinel Junior and Senior Stage Bands who joined the Playmor Junction Big Band 
in a grand finale of toe tapping musical fun.
 
Thanks to the Stage Band parents who provided decadent desserts and made this 
event a tremendous success.
 
Thanks to the following businesses who donated to our Silent Auction: Ainsworth Hot 
Springs, Akasha Fine Art Glass, Biggest Little Fruit Stand, Blackbird Mirrors, Canadian 
Linen and Uniform Service, Carla Card, Carol Fehr, Catherine’s Stained Glass, 
Coaching Connections International, Columbia Basin Trust, Pete Corbett, Cowan’s 
Office Supplies, Eclectic Styles, Evergreen Natural Foods, Fantom Photography, 
Gailforce Human Resources Solutions, Granit Point Golf Club, Java Gardens, Karibu 
Park Cottages, Legendary Meats, Len’s Perceptions, Maglio Building Centre, Maple 
Leaf Store, Mary Kay (Nina Verigin), Max the Jeweller, Mitchell Supply, Nelson and 
District Community Complex, Nelson Leafs, Norma Vecchio, Nutrition House, Oso 
Negro Coffee, Playmor Junction Covenant Church, Quizno’s Sub, Ron Verishine, 
Sharon Block, Subway, Superior Lighting, Tania’s Hair Studio, Tea Garden Salon 
& Spa, TLH Healing Nature Natural Skin Care, Tupperware (Susan Wilson), Vogue 
Photographic, Wal-Mart, WE Graham Community School, Whitewater Ski Resort, 
Playmor Junction Covenant Church, Slocan Valley Co-Op
 
The Mt. Sentinel Stage Band is heading to the Lionel Hampton International Jazz 
Festival in Moscow Idaho from February 24-28. All the best and good luck!

Request for 
Proposals

The Corporation of the Village of New Denver invites interested 
parties to submit proposals for the creation of a plaque to 
commemorate the designation of the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre as a National Historic Site. The plaque will 
include text in both English and Japanese.  

The entire project must be completed by July 1, 2010.  

Interested parties are requested to submit proposals by 4:00 
p.m., Friday, March 12, 2010, to:

   Mayor and Council
   115 Slocan Avenue
   PO Box 40
   New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

For further details, please contact the Village Office at 250-358-
2316 or newdenver@netidea.com 

by Jan McMurray
A report on affordable housing 

in the Slocan Valley was presented to 
the public on February 20. A group of 
10 people attended the meeting and 
had a dynamic discussion on how to 
translate the report’s recommendations 
into action.

The Slocan Valley Seniors 
Housing Society hired Derek Murphy 
to complete the report, but did not 
restrict it to seniors housing. Murphy 
said the motivations for the report were 
to explore how to maintain a diverse, 
vibrant community, and how to allow 
low income people to continue to live 
in the valley. 

He said the two groups that tend 
to need housing most are seniors and 
young families trying to get established. 
The report points out that independent 
living for seniors is much more realistic 
in this area than assisted or complex 
care, as these types of housing projects 
require a lot of residents to make them 
economically viable.

It was made clear at the meeting 

that there is virtually no government 
funding for affordable housing, and this 
is not expected to change anytime soon.

Sally MacKenzie, president of 
the society, commented that the report 
was very thorough and filled with 
good, useful information. It looks at 
population trends and projections, the 
current housing situation, and options 
for creating affordable housing in the 
valley.

The report identifies the greatest 
opportunity as the availability of land in 
the valley, “which may be expensive for 
a single family home but is inexpensive 
for a multi-home development.” Meeting 
participants agreed that acquiring a large 
piece of land and subdividing it into 
small (half-acre or one-third acre) lots 
for affordable housing was the way to 
go in the Slocan Valley.

Participants disagreed with Murphy, 
however, when he said that prefabricated 
homes were the only affordable option, 
as building costs are so high. “We have 
to move beyond these figures and think 
about who we are and what we can do 
in this valley,” said one woman from 
Winlaw. “We can build houses for so 
cheap it would blow you away.” 

Eric Clough, long-time resident 
involved in many housing projects in the 
area, said he was writing a book on how 
to build a house. “Almost anyone can 
build their own house,” he said. “Lots 
of people think they can’t, but they can. 
I think we can do some things if we take 
that approach.” 

The report identifies Crescent 
Valley, Slocan Park and Passmore as 

the best locations for the development of 
affordable housing, as they are close to 
public transit routes, have retail services 
and are within a 30-minute drive of 
Nelson and Castlegar. However, a lot 
of the property in these areas is in the 
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). 

Murphy said land can be taken 
out of the ALR, although it’s a long 
application process (about two years) 
and can result in disapproval. However, 
Murphy said, “We have reason to believe 
the Agricultural Land Commission 
would listen if you made a good 
argument.” That argument could be 
that the community wants to encourage 
development in these already developed 
areas, and protect the agricultural land 
further out. 

Murphy’s research shows a sharp 
reduction in rental houses in the valley, 
and the report suggests encouraging 
homeowners to build second homes 
on their properties to rent out. Two of 
the meeting participants shared their 
experiences with renting – neither of 
them are willing to do it again because 
of the hassles. The report recognizes 
this and suggests creating a ‘how to’ 
brochure. Another idea generated at 
the meeting was to set up a housing 
management firm. Another idea was 
to make information available on how 
to set up co-op housing, as this seems 
to be an interest of several people who 
live in the area.

Anyone interested in putting the 
recommendations in the report into 
action can contact Sally MacKenzie at 
359-7984.

Affordable housing in the Slocan Valley generates discussion

by Art Joyce
• Silverton Community Club 

members Gary Willman and Vern 
Hartman appeared as a delegation. The 

Silverton council, February 16: Third bocce pit approved
SCC requested that council endorse 
the plan to add a third bocce pit near 
the curling rink. The club is willing 
to assume responsibility for the work 
and costs and wants to begin soon in 
order to complete it in time for July 
1st celebrations. They are also asking 
permission to erect a sign or plaque to a 
community member who has maintained 
the bocce pits over the years. Mayor 
Everett said that for safety reasons the 
club will have to wait until the roof 
replacement on the rink is completed. 
Council passed a motion granting the 
SCC request. 

A second request from the club is 

for the Village to assume responsibility 
for the Volunteer of the Year award. 
The SCC will take care of plaques or 
signs. “We think it’s important that the 
whole village has an opportunity to 
either nominate or be nominated,” said 
Willman. Mayor Everett said he had 
clarified the implications of the request 
with a club member – the Village is being 
asked to tabulate results of nominations 
and make the final decision. “It’s very 
little work on the part of council and 
it would free up SCC members to be 
nominated, as they currently have 
excused themselves due to conflict of 
interest,” Everett said.

Councillor Bell asked if it 
could include the wider community, 
including Red Mountain and New 
Denver. Willman said, “I guess that’s 
up to you.” Nomination forms go into 
Silverton mailboxes, the mayor said, but 
conceivably residents could nominate 
someone outside the village boundaries. 

National volunteer week is April 18-
24, when the presentation of the award 
occurs. Council passed a motion granting 
the request, and further granted the club’s 
request to use the Village parking lot for 
its annual car wash fundraiser.

• The Lucerne School grad class of 
2010 requested use of Memorial Hall 
for its graduation dinner and dance, and 
is willing to donate time to the Village 
in exchange for waiving rental fees. 
CAO Ida suggested the grad committee 
could paint the gazebo; also raking and 
cleaning the campground would save 
the Village $500. A motion was passed 
to this effect, adding some construction 
cleanup at the curling rink.

• Mayor Everett reported for Public 
Works that the fire department’s 1986 
pumper truck has sold to the Burton 
Community Hall Association for $6,000. 
Removal of the vehicle from the fire 

services contract was approved by 
the Village of New Denver. Public 
Works Foreman Leonard Casley is 
extremely busy, between supervision of 
campground washrooms, the curling rink 
renovation and the impending start-up of 
the water tower improvements earlier 
than usual due to the mild weather. Some 
roof trusses for the arena will have to be 
re-engineered. 

The campground attendant contract 
will be advertised soon for this season. 

• Council authorized the sale of the 
1974 fire truck ‘Lil Red’ for one dollar to 
the Silverton Historical Society, with the 
stipulation that it is not to be sold again 
without Village permission. The society 
plans to use the truck for ceremonial 
purposes and will maintain it. 

• Councillor Bell has resigned as 
chair of the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission (SVEDC) 
but remains on the commission. The new 
chair is Dustin Demontigny. Councillor 
Ross Johnson was appointed to the 
regional hopsital board in Bell’s place.

• Councillor Main reported attending 

the Healthy Housing Society ‘building a 
healthy economy’ meeting. Among 
the top choices for local economic 
development was the creation of an 
educational centre. Ad hoc committees 
were formed and Main will chair the 
educational centre committee. 

• A letter was received from Dan 
and Barb Broughton regarding concerns 
about encroachment on their property 
by campground users and potential 
danger trees. Mayor Everett reminded 
Broughton the Village has an arborist 
who checks the trees every spring and 
invited him to attend Public Works 
committee meetings.

• Included in items brought out of 
in-camera was the removal of Village 
property for public sale: a small strip 
of land at the end of Silverton Building 
Supplies storage lot. 

• A motion to appoint Leah Main 
to the staffing committee in place of 
Councillor Barber was passed. 

• Council passed a motion to allow 
Tanya Petryk to hold her wedding 
ceremony in the day park on August 21.

Village of 
New Denver

Notice to Residents
In order to accommodate the Village of New 
Denver Public Works Department’s training 
schedule Commercial Garbage Collection 
will take place on Thursday, March 4, rather 
than on Friday, March 5.  

Storyteller Barry Gray of Proctor met with students at WE Graham and Brent 
Kennedy schools to help them develop their skills as oral storytellers in a Family 
Stories Project celebrating Family Literacy Day. The project was a cooperative 
effort between the schools and CBAL (Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy).
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

Jacob Butt, on behalf 
of Bergevin Electrical 
Inc. is now taking jobs 

in the New Denver, 
Nakusp and Slocan 

Valley Area.

Please call 250-358-
2479 or 250-505-6182 
and leave a message

Free Estimates.
Certified, Licenced, 

And Insured

Free Birthday Cake!
Saturday February 27 at Sappho’s Bakery, we’re 
celebrating the 2,600th-and-something birthday of 
the renowned poet and musician Sappho, for whom 
the bakery was named.

Join us February 27, from 10 am to 4 pm, and enjoy a 
free piece of cake (while it lasts) and a cup of coffee, 
as well as great specials on bread and pizza.

Sappho’s Bakery is at 309 Kildare in 
the Orchard, New Denver. Entrance 

is from the alley (right behind the 
Nikkei Centre).

Regular hours are Tuesday 
through Saturday, 10 am to 6 pm, 
until 8 pm on Fridays and 
Saturdays. Closed between 
2 pm and 4 pm.

250-358-2119
Happy Birthday, 

Dear Sappho, Happy 
Birthday to you...

by Michael Dorsey
• Council began business by 

welcoming Ray Nikkel, Barb Yeomans 
and Stan Wilson as a delegation from the 
Slocan Lake Garden Society, to present 
the annual report on the Kohan Garden. 
Nikkel spoke on a number of items, and 
thanked the Village for winterizing the 
irrigation system (which is proving to 
be very functional), and for cleaning 
up the trees downed by the wind storm 
last September. He noted an increase in 
community usage and support for the 
SLUGS fundraising events, with four 
events already booked in the garden. He 
complimented all who were involved 
with the successful anniversary event. 

Yeomans and Nikkel requested that 
council address some ongoing issues, 
including purchasing signage to keep 
dogs on leashes and repairing the large 

New Denver council, February 9: Kohan Garden annual report presented
pothole in the street near the entrance, as 
injuries have occurred when the puddle 
ices over. Nikkel reported that he has 
met with resident Junko Ida to discuss 
possible options for the garden waste 
area, for which Mayor Wright thanked 
him. Council will study the requests and 
bring the findings back at a later meeting.

Yeomans spoke on the potential 
restoration of the shoreline and 
reforestation involving trees and shrubs. 
Mayor Wright advised that a portion 
of the $13,000 available to the Village 
for reforestation could be applied for 
by SLUGS. A possible workshop was 
discussed. Council decided to contact 
Nikkel to determine what trees and 
shrubs should be ordered.

The delegation thanked council for 
the lantern donation, and presented to the 
Village a photograph of the lantern taken 
by Stan Wilson.

•  C o u n c i l  m o v e d ,  o n 
recommendation from Administration, 
that the Village grant the IHA request 
for preliminary approval to subdivide 
Block L, DL 539 (adjacent to the 
Slocan Community Health Centre). 
This confirms the IHA and Village 
plan to encourage development of the 
affordable housing project, and changes 
the property designation from Public and 
Institutional to Multi-Family Residential.

• Council voted to contact the 
Village of Silverton to discuss the 
possibility of sharing a summer student 
employee under the Canada Summer 
Jobs Program.

• Authorization was given to 
the Hills Garlic Festival to install an 

additional electric panel at their cost, 
as per their previous request, near the 
washrooms in Centennial Park.

• Councillors Murphy and Campbell 
reported on the Healthy Housing 
Society’s ‘building a healthy economy’ 
public meeting. Four major projects 
were identified for action: an education 
centre; a grocery co-op; a community 
greenhouse; and seniors’ services help. 
Murphy will act as coordinator for the 
last project.

• Councillor Greensword reported 
on the last steps for the new water 
system reservoir, noting that the chlorine, 
used for disinfecting the new tank, was 
dispersing more slowly than expected 
because the water is so pure that the 
chlorine has very little bacteria to react 
with. Council was pleased with the high 
quality of the water. They expect the 
system to be operating soon.

• Mayor Wright spoke of meeting 
with the Village of Slocan, and noted 
that New Denver’s information sheets 
were very effective. He also spoke of the 
Village of New Denver bonds, stating 
they would be presented at the CIBC in 
Nelson. The Village will inform bond 
holders of the date and time.

• Council will set a date for a 
committee meeting to discuss the 
campground contract, policy and 
camping fees.

• Councillor Bunka informed 
council of progress on the Nikkei Centre 
plaque costs. Of four price quotes, two 
were worthy of consideration: one for 
$2,600, and the second for $2,990 plus 
taxes and shipping. Bunka moved, with 
Greensword seconding, to purchase the 
plaque for $3,000, but after discussion 
council moved to postpone. Mayor and 

Council expressed outrage at the costs, 
and suggested to reduce the number of 
words on the plaque and to shop locally. 
Bunka moved to advertise a request for 
proposals with costs, which was carried.

• Three requests were received 
for use of parts of Centennial Park, 
campsites and the cookhouse for three 
different events on July 31. Since they 
do not conflict time-wise, approval was 
granted. Council thanked the applicants. 
They look forward to hosting the events.

• Councillor Murphy reported that 
Rec. Commission #6 grants-in-aid will 
be adjudicated at the April meeting.

• A letter was received from resident 
Norbert Duerichen about sustainable 
projects for the Village, particularly 
thinning of treed areas adjacent to 
the Village as wildfire protection. 
Appropriate contracting and product 
use was discussed, with Mayor Wright 
noting there were no assurances that 
RDCK would thin the forest as there 
are higher wildfire priorites elsewhere. 
No action was taken.

• Mayor Wright reported that RDCK 

budget work is progressing. He warned 
of a tax increase in General Affairs, 
which he said is not out-of-line as last 
year there was a tax decrease. He also 
reported that Councillor Greensword 
will attend this year’s Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities Conference 
in Toronto, and noted that Councillor 
Murphy, representing Recreation 
Commission #6, will meet with RDCK 
to discuss budget items.

He was pleased to announce that the 
RDCK mapping fee ($25) for building 
permits (an amendment to the Building 
Bylaw) will be held in abeyance. Wright 
did not specify a length of time, or if 
there would be another amendment to 
address this fee.

• Council gave three readings to 
the Temporary Borrowing Bylaw #645, 
2010. This annual bylaw provides 
authority for temporary borrowing 
on outstanding liabilities owed to the 
municipality.

• Accounts payable were approved: 
$147,251.78 General and $3,180.17 
Water.

by Jan McMurray
Silverton’s 1986 Pumper Truck 

has found new life in Burton.
With the assistance of Area K 

Director Paul Peterson, the Burton 
Fire Group has purchased the truck 
for $6,000. 

The truck was perfect for the 
Burton Fire Group, which has built 
a fire house and a fire caddy over the 
past two years. “These volunteers 
built the building large enough to 
house a fire truck in the hopes that 
one would come their way,” said 
Area K Paul Peterson.

Peterson says the truck is 
in great shape, but is too old to 

Silverton Fire truck finds new life in Burton
meet the requirement of insurance 
underwriters – so it works well for 
Burton, which isn’t looking for an 
insurance break at this time. 

The sale was a great deal for 
Silverton, allowing the Village to 
reduce some of its long-term debt 
and to work with the New Denver 
and Area Fire Department to better 
equip the hall in Silverton for local 
needs. A smaller, more efficient unit 
is being considered, to be able to 
respond more quickly and in tighter 
spaces such as the long driveways 
on Red Mountain Rd. A refurbished 
tanker and the rescue boat are 
currently located in Silverton.

Silverton’s yellow pumper was transferred to the Burton Fire Group earlier 
this month. L to R: Dan Freeman, Burton Fire Group; Leonard Casley, New 

Denver and area department Fire Chief; Paul Peterson, Area K Director; Cam 
Greig, Burton Volunteer Fire Dept.

Stan Wilson, Ray Nikkel, and Barb Yeomans of the Slocan Lake Garden 
Society present New Denver Mayor Gary Wright with a photograph of the 
Japanese lantern that the Village gifted the society for the Kohan Garden.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

2010 OLYMPIC 
GAMES

An invitation to view the Olympic Events 
at Silverton Memorial Hall...

• Curling
• Ice Hockey

• Closing Ceremonies

For more information on viewing days & 
times, contact the Village Office during 
regular business hours:

Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday
10:00 am to 4:00 pm
250-358-2472

Come Share the Excitement in 
Silverton!

Village of 
Silverton

NOTICE OF PROPOSED DISPOSITION 
OF ASSETS
The Council of the Village of Silverton proposes to dispose 
of the following assets:

Asset:  1986 FORD F800 Superior Pumper truck
Purchaser: Burton Community Hall Association
  PO Box 83, Burton, BC V0G 1E0 
Amount: $6,000.00

   And

Asset:  1974 FORD Mini Pumper truck
Purchaser: Silverton Community Club (SCC)
  PO Box A16, Silverton, BC V0G 2B0
Terms: That the Silverton Community Club allow the Village 

of Silverton to use the truck for ceremonial 
purposes and that the SCC is not allowed to 
sell the truck without Village permission.

Amount: $1.00

For further information regarding the above disposition of 
assets; please contact the Village Office during regular 
business hours:
 Tuesday through Thursday, 10 AM to 4 PM

by Art Joyce
The Bosun Hall in New Denver 

was filled to capacity the evening of 
February 20 with some 165 outdoor 
enthusiasts attending the fourth annual 
North Valley Mountain Film Festival. 
This year the features were entirely 
produced by Kootenay residents, or as 
an audience member remarked, “the 100 
mile film diet.” 

“This event is to help us explore 
and celebrate the beautiful mountain 
landscape that we live in,” said festival 
organizer Nadine Raynolds. 

The first presentation was a slide 
show of the canoe trip taken by Katrina 
Sumrall’s Lucerne school group last 
summer to the Nemo Creek area, 
including a visit to the Sinixt pictograph 
site. By the smiling faces it’s obvious 
the value of this kind of wilderness 
exposure for kids. A slideshow by 
Gary Parkstrom and Nadine Raynolds 
followed with dazzling photos taken 
during a backcountry trip taken in 
the Caribou, coastal and Kootenay 
mountains. 

Smock of White, a short film by 
Jacey Schindel, featured appropriately 
poetic narration to describe the epiphany 
experienced by backcountry skiers, with 
original poetry by Blair Leaman. The 
soundtrack, prominently featuring the  
classic Pink Floyd instrumental One 
of These Days provided an adrenalin-
charged audio backdrop to the stunning 
visuals. 

The next film, The Baba Tree, 
was a departure from the backcountry 
adventure theme of the festival. A 
product of the Valhalla Summer School 
of Arts film program for adults, it shows 
how Gregory MacCarthy established 
his business importing handcrafted 
Ghanaian woven baskets. MacCarthy 
decided to pay a high price for a quality 
product, which has helped villagers in 
Ghana rent plows or tractors, buy seed, 
and even medical insurance. The film 
was produced by Mike Koolen and 
Kosma Jaciubek, under the mentorship 
of Maureen Simpson. 

From there the audience was 
plunged into the headlong world of 

Fourth annual North Valley Mountain Film Festival 
mountain biking with Dan DePoirier’s 
film Seshing on Powerslave, featuring 
the bicycle acrobatics of Nelson’s Dan 
Zoobkoff. Then it was back into the 
majestic Valhallas near New Denver 
with Slocan Valley resident Andrew 
Nightingale’s first ski film. 

By far the biggest hit with the 
kids at this year’s festival was Jim 
Lawrence’s slideshow Along the 
Lardeau, with its astonishing array of 
wildlife. The martens, coyote pups, 
grizzlies, great horned owls, eagles, lynx, 
mountain caribou and other animals 
had the kids oohing and aahing in a 
running commentary that had the adults 
chuckling. Lawrence’s photographs 
offer us a rare opportunity to get close 
to animals we seldom see. 

Lucky 13 by Carl Jacks of Dainty 
Deathy Productions, makes one thing 
clear: the Kootenays has some of the 
best whitewater rapids anywhere for 
kayakers skilled (or crazy) enough to 
attempt them. Jacks has won awards 
for his artistic approach to portraying 
whitewater on film. 

Limbo, a slideshow by Mike 
Koolen, with photos by Heather Fox, 

was described as an attempt to deal 
with ‘pre-ski season stress disorder’. 
Mountain biking in our fabulous summer 
meadows and trails helps take the edge 
off for this couple as they wait for snow 
to fall. 

Aaron Lerocque’s film What’s 
Next, the first full-length feature for this 
22-year-old filmmaker, was shot across 
BC featuring the top up-and-coming 
mountain bike athletes in the province. 
Their seemingly effortless spins in 
midair are a kind of industrial ballet. The 
photography, replete with golden shafts 
of sunlight streaming through the dust 
thrown up by the bikes, is worthy of a 
Hollywood feature.

Brian Coulter had the final feature, 
Up-Down, a brief chronicle of a 10-day 
heli-ski trip in the Kootenays. These 
are the hard-core backcountry skiers, 
who climb literally to the top of sheer 
mountain peaks in order to ski down 
what seems straight drop-offs. 

For those of us whose work is 
sedentary or lack the sports physique, 
the festival is a window into the sheer 
towering beauty of this landscape we 
inhabit but seldom truly experience. 

submitted
The calendar may say winter, but 

the season sure is looking like spring. 
Are you thinking ahead to getting 
your garden in the ground? Are you 
looking for untreated heritage and/or 
locally grown seeds that are proven to 
be successful in the area? The annual 
Slocan Valley Seed Exchange Day is 
happening this year at the Slocan Park 
Hall on Sunday, March 7 from 1 to 5 pm 
and is a great opportunity for everyone to 
get in tune with the season ahead.

The event, which is being organized 
by Slocan Valley Recreation, is one of 
the largest seed exchange days in the 
Kootenays, drawing a wide range of 
organic growers from around the region. 
It usually features a large selection of 
local seed, heritage seed, root stock and 
cuttings. It also features information 
updates on a wide range of organic 
gardening related issue.

Slocan Valley seed savers event returns
Everyone is welcome to come and 

buy, sell or trade at the event which has 
grown like the community it is being held 
in. From the new gardener just starting to 
work the soil, to those who have tended 
their gardens for generations, or those 
who create a variety of other products 
from the land around them, it’s a day 
focused on sharing our wealth. If you are 
a larger vendor, you should be contacting 
Slocan Valley Recreation as soon as 
possible to reserve table space.

Admission is by donation with a 
portion of the proceeds going to the 
Slocan Valley River Farmers Group. For 
more information, contact Slocan Valley 
Recreation at 226-0008.

Get some attention!
Advertise in the Valley Voice

Call 250-358-7218
or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com

by Jan McMurray
About 30 New Denver residents 

rolled up their sleeves and provided 
input at a very participatory workshop 
for the Sustainable Community Plan 
on February 11.

Catherine Allaway, staffperson at 
the Village office, explained that all 
local governments have been asked 
to produce a Sustainable Community 
Plan, also known as the Integrated 
Community Sustainability Plan 
(ICSP), as part of their agreement 
with the federal government to receive 
gas tax funding. Local governments 
have been receiving gas tax funding 
since 2005, and the current agreement 
continues to 2013. 

Over the nine years from 2005 
to 2013, New Denver will have seen 
about $500,000 in gas tax funding. 
The funding is to be used for ‘green’ 
infrastructure projects. New Denver 
has spent most of the approximately 
$250,000 it has received so far on 
the new water reservoir. Another 
$10,000 is going to the team of three 
consultants hired to complete the ICSP 
by March 31. The three consultants are 
Craig Stowell, engineer, of Winlaw 
and Fraser Blyth, designer and Chris 

New Denver residents provide input into Sustainable Community Plan
Selvig, planner of Revelstoke.

The Sustainable Community 
Plan is to be comprehensive, looking 
at cultural, economic, social and 
environmental sustainability. The idea 
behind the comprehensive approach is 
that it will help identify gaps, overlaps 
and inconsistencies among the various 
plans that have already been done, and 
will help the Village prioritize projects.

The first phase of New Denver’s 
ICSP – a review of existing Village 
plans, and an analysis of how Village 
bylaws reflect the recommendations in 
the plans – has been completed. At the 
meeting, Mayor Wright commented 
that this phase one report is very 
practical for council and will be useful 
when reviewing the OCP and zoning 
bylaws.

The second phase of the ICSP 
process is to get public input, and that 
is what the workshop was all about. 

Craig Stowell  warmed up 
participants for the workshop by 
presenting three key elements of 
the plan: peak oil, climate change 
and resilience. He said the team 
of consultants considered peak oil 
and climate change to be the most 
important global issues that could 

affect New Denver. Peak oil will 
likely affect transportation – from the 
price of gas, to the transport of goods, 
to road maintenance. Climate change 
could mean changing stream flow 
patterns, desertification, and could 
bring climate migrants. 

Stowell said many people in 
New Denver and elsewhere were 
coming up with creative approaches 
to dealing with these problems, such 
as community greenhouses, gardens, 
grocery co-ops and affordable housing 
initiatives. He said the common theme 
in these creative solutions is resilience 
– self-sufficiency for basic needs. “The 
best definitions of ‘sustainability’ will 
include an element of resilience,” said 
Stowell.

Following the presentation was the 
workshop component of the meeting. 
In small groups, everyone gave input 
into the four main aspects of the plan: 
social, environmental, cultural and 
economic. The result was a vision 
statement for each, with a focus on 
resilience. The consultants will now 
take the four vision statements (below) 
and create one vision statement to 
drive the rest of the plan.

“Cultural resilience will include 

diversified investment, including local 
funding, to establish an arts education 
centre that will provide space for 
artists, arts oriented guilds and festival 
development. The strengthening of 
arts and culture in New Denver will 
foster community inclusiveness and 
cultural enrichment.”

“New Denver will be economically 
resilient with a strong permanent 
resident base which will support and 
promote local living. Through food 
security and sovereignty initiatives, 
the diverse population is healthy and 
well fed. Value added and local cottage 
industries are strong and diverse to 
support the local economy. We are 
responsive and adaptive and continue 
to recruit new contributing community 
members.”

“To build social resiliency through 
enhancing life skills activities, 
improving accessibility and creating 

learning opportunities for all residents, 
and in particular youth and seniors.”

“Environmental resiliency will 
preserve the natural amenities of 
the Slocan Valley, including clean 
drinking water, unpolluted lake, 
fisheries, scenic resources to maintain 
New Denver as a nice place to live 
that will attract small businesses. Also 
necessary is a transition to sustainable 
energy sources.”
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Music Special Orders Welcome
Now Open Sunday

Your Best Source for Used 
Books and New and Used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. Nelson 354-4722

by Jan McMurray
When Morgiana Kendrick 

(Anji Jones) invented an imaginary 
husband named Lester, she was 
trying to avoid the social stigma 
attached to being a single woman. 
She did not fathom at the time how 
this might come back to bite her.

Barney Benson (Hil lary 
Bitten), Treasury Agent, comes to 
find the imaginary Lester, who has 
been evading taxes all these years, 
of course. Barney is an old friend 
of Morgiana’s best friend, Chelsea 
Pike (Kirsten Charlotte Delevan), 
and sets up shop in her apartment. 
Chelsea’s apartment, located just 
down the hall from Morgiana’s, 
becomes a lair of lies that grow 
and grow until the audience is a 
never ending fit of laughter.

This year’s Rotary Dinner 
Theatre play, Kiss or Make Up, 
was truly a hoot. The acting talent 
was very impressive, especially 
considering this was the first 
performance for some of the 
actors. The cast of seven included 
Ron Isbell, Hans Sparrelboom, 
Martin Gibbons, Misty Crosby-
Bone, Angi Jones, Hillary Bitten 
and Chelsea Pike. Kudos to 
director Christina Nolan, well 
known in the community for her 
expertise in theatre and music.

The roast beef dinner buffet 

by Deb Guest and crew was 
delectable, with an amazing array 
of salads.

N a k u s p  R o t a r y  D i n n e r 

Nakusp Rotary Dinner Theatre extremely entertaining
Threa t r e  i s  he ld  c lose  to 
Valentine’s Day every year at the 
arena auditorium – don’t miss it 
next year!

Four of Nakusp and area’s Special Olympics curlers (Monica Shiell, David 
Cold, Josh Sorenson and Cory Waskul) and two coaches (Misty Crosby-Bone 

and Jennifer Cliff-Marks) travelled to Kamloops for an exciting two days of 
curling. Nakusp can be proud of a spectacular effort by these four athletes, 

landing the team with the Special Olympics Zone 1 Championship.

Toby Bly takes a break from Story Time at the Slocan Community Library.  
Story Time for pre-schoolers happens every Wednesday from 10:30 am 
to 11:30 am at the library in Slocan City.  Pre-register at 250 355-2355 to 

guarantee space for your little ones.

The Slocan Lake Arena Society raffle first prize ($,5000) winner was Mary Schuman. Second prize ($2,000) went to 
Wayne McCrory. Winners were announced at the Heritage Tea and Fashion Show put on by New Denver’s reigning 

royalty and this year’s royalty candidates on Valentine’s Day.

by Jan McMurray
A focus group session on attracting 

newcomers to the Nakusp area was 
held on February 17 at Nakusp’s 
Selkirk College. 

The  sess ion  was  he ld  by 

Community Futures as part of a 
regional initiative throughout the 
Kootenay/Boundary. Community 
Futures Central Kootenay, Community 
Futures Boundary and the Greater Trail 
Community Skills Centre are working 

together “to build a welcoming and 
diverse region that will attract and 
retain skilled workers and their families 
who will contribute to the social and 
economic fabric of our area.”

Although some people will wonder 
why we’re trying to bring newcomers 
in when local people are struggling to 
find jobs, Paul Wiest of Community 
Futures said that pressures are coming 
and we will need newcomers to 
drive our economy. He handed out 
charts from BC Stats showing the 
projected decline in population and 
the corresponding projected increase in 
labour demand. He said the Kootenay 
population is older than the provincial 
average, and the recent and projected 
trend is more people leaving the 
Kootenays than coming in. 

“We will need newcomers to fill 
jobs,” he said, adding that immigrants 
typically move into larger centres, so 

this project is also looking at bringing 
in people from other parts of Canada.

The information gathered at the 
seven focus group sessions conducted 
in the region and the results of a survey 
will inform the development of a 
resource package for immigrants and 
newcomers.

A dozen Nakusp and area 
community members from Village 
council, Selkirk College, Arrow and 
Slocan Lakes Community Services, 
Outreach Employment Services, 
Arrow Lakes Arts Council, and CBT 
had a lively discussion about how 
Nakusp might attract newcomers. 

Everyone agreed that cultural 
diversity brings many benefits, such 
as a global perspective, ethnic foods, 
new kinds of music and dance, 
new business ideas and sometimes 
investment dollars. People felt that 
it would be good, particularly for 

the children, to have some visible 
minorities in Nakusp.

The group identified many 
community assets that make Nakusp 
welcoming and inclusive: friendly 
people, beautiful scenery, outdoor 
recreation opportunities, great 
lifestyle, good schools (smaller class 
sizes), a public library, a hospital, a 
seniors centre, many arts activities, 
community potlucks, affordability and 
low taxes. The group was also quite 
clear on what the community needs 
to be more attractive to newcomers: 
transportation, housing and jobs.

It was mentioned a few times that 
people from other countries would 
likely have skills and knowledge 
that would be useful in this area 
–how to grow food and be more self-
sufficient, how to use natural resources 
efficiently, and how to keep money in 
the community.

Attracting newcomers to the area discussed in Nakusp

Anji Jones as Morgiana Kendrick and Hans Sparrelboom as Hanley Swope 
try to get some relief from the ‘crocodile itch’ in Kiss or Make Up, this year’s 

Nakusp Rotary Dinner Theatre play.
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by Nicole Nicholson
Despite the coastal conditions, the 

Summit Lake Racers are having a busy 
and successful race season. There have 
been three races in the past three months 
at Salmo, Revelstoke and Whitewater. 
Salmo’s race saw Kiley Waterfield bring 
in the second fastest time for E1 girls 
(6-8). Lindsay Cann and Taylor Aeichele 
took second and third respectively for 
E3 girls (11-12). First and second were 
captured by the summit E3 boys Cailen 
McQuair and Jesse Katchen. Coach 
Barb Lewis commented, “The kids did 
awesome, the GS was fast and they kept 
their hands out front.”

Revelstoke’s conditions were 
beautiful and offered some respite 
from our thinly covered slopes. There 
were about 160 racers – a busy day! 
The course was a dual GS for the E1s 
and a two-run GS race for the E2s. 
The course was set on Feller Buncher, 
an intermediate run.  Skiing was hard 
and fast! Two medals were awarded to 
our racers that day – a gold for Angus 
Jackson, and a silver for Solomon 

Summit Lake Racers are having a busy season

Summit Lake racers on the top of Revelstoke: Jesse Katchen, Frances Swan 
(coach), and Angus Jackson.

Tupper. Jesse Katchen pulled in a close 
fourth. Congratulations, boys! 

Whitewater also felt the medal 
power of our racers as Lindsay Cann 
brought home bronze and another 
gold for Angus Jackson!  One of our 

top placers Taylor Aeichele says, “The 
course was pretty good but some turns 
were crazy tight! It was fast, a little too 
fast, but I liked it!”

Finals are slated for Red Mountain 
next month.

submitted
Celebrating its 12th season, the 

Valhalla Fine Arts Society (VFAS) is 
proud to announce an exciting line-up 
of new programs as well as the return 
of diverse fine arts programs for 2010. 
Whether the form is music, film or 
theatre, VFAS aspires to nurture artistic 
ability in everyone and invites locals 
and visitors alike to participate in this 
vibrant new season. 

This year, Valhalla Film School 
(VFS) and Festival will focus on 
documentary filmmaking. Award-
winning cinematographer and director 
Moira Simpson returns to teach and 
mentor aspiring filmmakers. From 
March to May, Moira will work with 
students at Lucerne School to create 
a documentary about the Japanese 
internment in New Denver. Youth and 
adult film students interested in learning 

Valhalla Fine Arts Society announces exciting programs
skills in camera work, sound and 
editing, will work on this documentary 
project during May. The Valhalla 
Film Festival in June will feature the 
screening of the documentary film 
created in this year’s Film School. Stay 
tuned for more information. 

The Valhalla School of Theatre 
Arts (ViSTA) is a dynamic theatre 
arts program designed for children 
ages 8 to 13. ViSTA is offered in New 
Denver/Silverton from July 12-17 
and in Nakusp from July 19-24. Once 
again, a fantastic line-up of faculty is 
planned for this year under the artistic 
direction of Jim Dugan, Professor 
Emeritus of Drama from the University 
of Calgary. Check the website for more 
information. 

Now entering its sixth year, the 
highly regarded Suzuki Valhalla 
Institute (SVI) runs August 1-6. SVI 

provides instruction in violin, viola 
and cello, from a faculty of highly 
trained and skilled Suzuki teachers with 
experience teaching all levels. This year, 
SVI also offers an Advanced Chamber 
Music program for advanced students 
starting July 30. These students will 
continue throughout the week as part of 
the regular program. SVI typically fills 
to capacity before the June 1 registration 
deadline. Interested students are invited 
to register early as space is limited. 
See www.valhallafinearts.org/svi for 
registration information. 

The long-standing Valhalla Summer 
School of Music (VSSM) is proud to 
offer instrumental and choral programs 
in exciting updated formats – August 
8-13.  The VSSM Instrumental program, 
under the artistic leadership of John 
Kadz and Bill Van der Sloot, remains a 
quality, family-oriented experience for 
children and adults at all levels.  The 
week will be more streamlined and 
focused on master class instruction in 
violin, viola, cello, piano, flute and – for 
the first time at VSSM – classical guitar.  
The new format will feature morning 

sessions tailored to help instrumentalists 
improve performing and technical skills. 
An expanded adult choral program 
coordinated by Kevin Heshedahl will 
welcome Vancouver’s Gerald van Wyck 
as its inaugural guest conductor.  

All VSSM choral or instrumental 
registrants will have the opportunity to 
participate in various optional sessions 
such as music appreciation, instrumental 
chamber music or private lessons. 
Details regarding faculty, schedule, fees 
and registration are available at www.
valhallafinearts.org/vssm. 

Debbie Hicks from the New Denver area runs with the Olympic flame on January 24 in 
Genelle. “The flame on the torch is very magical – it really is a symbol of peace,” she said, 

adding that it was very nice to see familiar faces from New Denver and Silverton in the 
crowd. New Denver resident Valdis Vilks also carried the torch on the same day in Trail.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

by Laura J. Craig
• The Lane Closure Bylaw was 

adopted. 
The OCP Bylaw Amendment and 

the Land Use Bylaw Amendment (to 
add a Multi-Family Residential zone 
and re-zone the hotel property) were 
both given first reading. A public hearing 
will be held March 8 at 4 pm in council 
chambers.

Slocan council, February 8: Public hearing scheduled for hotel property re-zoning
Council asked staff to contact the 

applicant, Ray Caouette of Slocan 
Holdings Ltd., and ask him to complete 
a Development Permit application; 
register a new legal parcel (Parcels 
A, B and laneway) and submit a new 
certificate of title; provide all required 
documentation to ensure that the existing 
and proposed development will meet the 
new multi-family bylaw regulations; 
and provide assurance that all on-site 
servicing will be approved.

Councillor Elliott commented that 
a lot of work has been put into this, and 
she thanked staff and commended them 
for their work.

• Slocan has $3,768.05 in CBT 
Community Initiatives Program funding 
available to support local projects. 
Applications are available at the Village 
office. A public meeting was set for April 
12 to hear from the applicants regarding 
their submissions. 

• Councillor Elliott reported that 
council and staff are working on finding a 
physician for the Wellness Centre. They 
are working with both the RDCK and the 
CAO of Creston. Creston’s CAO and a 
consultant will be invited to Slocan to 

make a presentation.  Councillor Elliott 
suggested that Slocan “prepare during 
the winter for graduations in spring.” 

• As the contract for the operation 
of Springer Creek RV Park expired on 
September 30, 2009, the Village must 
issue a new Request for Proposals. 
After reviewing models from other 
communities, including New Denver, 
Kaslo and Nelson, council directed staff 
to draft an RFP with 75% of the revenue 
going to the contractor and 25% to the 
Village.

• Council agreed to proceed to a 
more formal arrangement with Mountain 
Valley Station for the service of selling 
Fitness Centre passes. Staff will prepare 
a service contract, and council voted 
to provide the local business with an 
annual payment based on a percentage 
of revenues.

• Ecozy Micro Homes has received 
the License to Occupy the old Valhalla 
Unit Fire Crew property for the 18-month 
period from July 1, 2009 to December 31, 
2010. Marc Septav of Ecozy requested 
a postponement of liability insurance 
requirements until such time as physical 
possession and on-site works commence. 

Council approved the request, and will 
require the company to provide proof 
of liability insurance when they start up 
operations on the property.

• Two letters were received from 
the Legion, which is renovating the old 
ceramics room in the hall to create a 
games room/bar. Council agreed to their 
first request, which was to pay for paint. 

The second letter says that water 
damage was found on the ceiling in the 
hall by the ceramics room. It has been 
repaired, but there is concern that there 
will be additional water damage if the 

roof is not repaired. Council decided 
to consider roof repair in the overall 
renovation plan. 

• Councillor Elliott noted that there 
is new damage to the windows and 
sliding door on a vacant trailer on Hume 
Street, and Councillor McGreal noted an 
empty trailer with the door standing open 
on Arthur and Ward. Council directed 
staff to write to the homeowners to ask 
them to board up the trailers.

• Councillor Elliott is working with 
school staff to ask the youth about their 
priorities and needs. 

by Dan Spring 
Tempers flared amid otherwise 

neighbourly manners as over 60 
Krestova residents met with local 
business owners, JNP Contracting, to 
discuss JNP’s proposed new gravel 
pit near homes in their community. 
The meeting, a government-mandated 
public-consultation process, took place 
on Friday, February 19 at Krestova 
Hall. It highlighted some of the tensions 
and paradoxes in an area where 
environmental and economic issues 
frequently come head to head.

Krestova resident Geoff Gaudet 
triggered the process by circulating a 
petition that eventually found its way 
to the Ministry of Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources. The ministry 
has to choose and okay the site and 
operations, as the proposed gravel pit is 
on Crown land.

“My comment is that it is not an 
industrial area,” said Gaudet. “It may 
have been, but it is now a residential 
area. You wouldn’t put a gravel pit in 
residential Nelson.”

The meeting opened with JNP 
Contracting spokesperson and business 
associate Jim Ripley, who has a long 
record of working on the Environmental 
Advisory Board for the Central 
Okanagan. He wants to use some of 
the gravel from the pit as backfill for 
a greener option to the standard septic 
tank, which he calls the “Turtle Tank”.

 “They use half the concrete as any 
other tank, are many times stronger 
and because they’re round they don’t 
use as much steel,” he said. “Their life 
expectancy is also twice as long.”

Ripley adroitly addressed three main 
concerns of local residents, including 
noise, dust and increased big-truck 
traffic. According to Ripley, JNP’s 
licence would allow for no blasting, 
no crushing and no screening on the 

Krestova protests new gravel pit
property. Dust would be controlled by 
a combination of calcium sprays on 
the roads and a dedicated 5,000-gallon 
water truck that would be kept on site. 
Furthermore, Ripley said, the total 
amount of gravel JNP would be allowed 
to remove is 1700 metres, or 200 truck 
loads. The company also promised to do 
top-soil remediation at the end of their 
project, and are limited to a one-year 
“trial period”.

The maximum depth of the site 
would be, according to JNP, only 14 feet.

Ripley was doing a good job of 
presenting his case, but when he tried to 
minimize the impact of JNP’s operation 
by bringing up other industrial activities 
in the area, including a government 
gravel pit, the crowd showed little 
sympathy. 

“You would just be making those 
problems worse,” said one resident.

Krestova local Catchie Droucker 
was first to take the floor. “My property 
is dropping into the gravel pit that’s 
already there,” she said. “I’ve lost ten feet 
of land.” Droucker also reported seeing 
threatened species living in the area.

Long-time Krestova resident Perry 
Salikin, who once worked for JNP, spoke 
against the proposed gravel pit to near 
unanimous applause.

“I’m not saying JNP is a bad 
company or anything,” he explained. 
“But there’s a limit to what companies 
can do. They won’t come out on a hot 
Sunday to spray down their pit. I’ve 
literally been outside my house when its 
windy and been sandblasted [by debris 
from the existing pit]. My mom has lung 
disease … and I’m tired of eating dust.”

Residents were also concerned 
about property values and about local 
children who ride their bikes and walk 
to the bus on roads where gravel trucks 
would be driving.

Tensions mounted when Senior 
Inspector of Mines Bruce Milligan spoke 
about the possibility of an expanded 
operation. “They [JNP] have to reapply 
after a year,” he said. “But they can make 
it bigger and they can be there longer.”

According to Milligan, JNP’s 
original proposal was for several times 
more cubic metres of gravel and a larger 
pit. Unless he received valid complaints 
from local residents, said Milligan, the 
reapplication process would likely meet 
more of JNP’s needs.

One driveway could eat 25 loads, 
or one-eighth of their current proposed 
production, said JNP Operator Nick 
Boulin, after the meeting. The gravel has 
to come from somewhere. Although most 
in attendance were against the gravel pit 
moving forward, it would be unfair to 
say that anti-gravel pit sentiment was 
unanimous. One Krestova resident saw 
local logging as having a bigger impact 
on property values. Another valued the 
reduced price of local gravel.
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For the Love of Poetry
A gala evening dedicated to poetry.  
Everyone is cordially invited to 
listen to poems from different 
places and times.  
Music by guitarist Caelen Larocque.  
Refreshments. Free.
   Nakusp Public Library 
      Tuesday, March 9 at 7 pm

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
CUSTODY, SUPPORT, DIVORCE

DRUGS, DRIVING, CRIMINAL
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-437 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

by Art Joyce
• Jesper Neilsen, registered forester 

and manager with True North Forestry, 
attended as a delegation to provide 
council with an update on forest wildfire 
interface management plans. Neilsen 
displayed maps showing the proposed 
management zones, rated at various 
levels of priority for treatment. Neilsen 
has contacted the various government 
agencies that have authority over the 
Crown land sections. 

Eight zones have been identified and 
a prescription overview of each site has 
been done. Treatments will range from 
light to heavy, depending on conditions. 
More could be done at the hot springs 
but efforts will be limited to a lighter 
treatment to reduce fuel load. 

Neilsen further advised council 
on the project’s funding status. He 
said funding won’t come from the Job 
Opportunities Program this year, since 
its deadline has passed. The Union of BC 
Municipalities (UBCM) will cover 100 
percent of the cost of prescription work, 
but only 50 percent of operation costs if 
there’s no pine beetle, and 75 percent if 
there is. He is projecting costs based on 
a worst case funding scenario, or about 
50 percent of estimated budget. The three 
Kootenay regional districts also have 
access to a $5 million fund for a second 
phase. Prescriptions should be completed 
by the end of February, and approval of 
the prescriptions should come through 
by the end of March. 

Council voted to proceed with an 
application for funding from UBCM. 

• CAO Lafleur asked council for 
some action on the hot springs marketing 
request for proposals (RFP). “I’m 
getting a lot of calls from contractors 
asking about the hot springs marketing 
contract and I’m running out of excuses.” 
Councillors Hughes and Leitch are on 
the hot springs committee for the RFP, 
but Hughes has been away so no decision 
has yet been made on the bids.

• Council discussed the renewal 
of the lease with the Nakusp Library. 
Currently, the library pays $5,000 per 
year, which falls short of covering 
the cost of utilities for the Centennial 
building by about $3,000. CAO Lafleur 
reported that the Village and Area K 
were discussing raising taxation for the 
library to cover this shortfall. The total 
tax requisition from Village and Area K 
residents for the library’s operating grant 
is currently $68,500.

• Councillor Mueller reported on 
the age-friendly meeting January 18, 
which reviewed the 173 completed 
surveys, an excellent return rate. A 
list of initial recommendations was 
drawn up, including: fix and maintain 
sidewalks, encourage businesses to 
allow washrooms for public use; more 
public transport; more programs to 
bring older and younger people together; 
more programs for seniors; more job 
opportunities for those 55-plus; more 
access to healthcare services. A public 
information session is being planned 
for March. 

Mueller further reported that the 
emergency services committee has 
chosen a design for the new building. 
Greyback Construction of Penticton is 
the project manager.

• A request from Interim Treasurer 
McLean to change the amount borrowed 
for the emergency services building 
from $500,000 to $1.1. million was 
passed by council. McLean explained 
that the original amount was based on 

Nakusp council, February 9: Wildfire interface funding application to proceed
the final cost to the municipality. During 
construction, the Village must fund 100 
percent of costs and will receive the grant 
funding upon completion. 

• Council approved an application 
by the Village to CBT for $290,000 for 
the training component of the emergency 
services building project. The new 
building will include a regional training 
facility for emergency workers.

• Councillor Leitch reported that the 
Nakusp and Area Development Board 
decided not to continue the position of 
Community Projects Coordinator. 

• CAO Lafleur reported that a 

water conservation plan is needed in 
order to receive the Municipal Rural 
Infrastructure Fund (MRIF) grant 
money for the sewer project. Delterra 
Engineering will submit the plan. 

• Heritage Commission Bylaw 
625 was adopted. Mayor Hamling will 
appoint Rosemary and Milt Parent to the 
commission, and asked administration 
for a letter of appreciation for the work 
done on the museum addition. 

• A letter was received from 
John Fraser regarding the recent fatal 
airplane crash of a pilot from Trail. 
It was noted that a web cam at the 

Nelson airport could have saved his 
life and Fraser suggested that one be 
provided at Nakusp. Councillor Hughes 
asked that staff look into the cost and 
suggested investigating support from 
Interior Health or Environment Canada. 
Councillor Mueller said the hospital 
board has identified this as a priority and 
will work toward funding. 

•  Counci l lo r  Hughes  was 
concerned about a letter from MLA 
Guy Gentner stating that the Village 
was “opposed to protecting old growth 
rainforests within the Incomappleux 
watershed.” Councillor Leitch said it’s a 

misunderstanding; the Village has only 
asked to be included among stakeholders 
in any discussion regarding protection of 
land in the Incomappleux. 

• Mayor Hamling acknowledged a 
letter from Nakusp Music Fest organizer 
Willi Jahnke announcing that the festival 
has won a platinum award from an RV 
West magazine poll. 

• The Wood First initiative requested 
that the mayor go to Vancouver to sign 
their charter but no money is available 
to do that. Council voted instead to sign 
a memo of understanding, since it has 
already agreed to support the initiative.

by Art Joyce
The historic Nakusp Courthouse 

was packed the evening of February 
18 with residents interested in the 
new heritage registry project. Working 
with the Village of Nakusp, heritage 
consultant Robert Hobson and project 
researcher Corinne Tessier narrowed 
down a long list to 18 buildings 
of historic significance. Hobson 
explained that residents are welcome 
to nominate other buildings for future 
inclusion in the registry but that the 
current project funding is limited to 
18 buildings.

“This has been a very exciting 
project for us,” said Mayor Hamling. 
“We decided that if we chose buildings 
in the downtown area we can establish 
a downtown heritage walking tour to 
promote local tourism.” 

Recent changes to heritage 
definitions no longer require a building 
to be a certain age before it qualifies for 
a heritage registry. A heritage register 
(formerly heritage inventory) is now 
considered a list of historic places 
which have been identified by the local 
government and community members 
as having heritage value or heritage 
character. The registry can be used as 
tourism tool and to enhance public 
awareness of local history. It is also 
useful for determining eligibility for 
heritage programs and incentives. 

“We had a diverse range of 
perspectives on the committee on what 
was important to the community,” 
says Tessier. “We looked at why is it 
significant culturally, or scientifically, or 
in terms of the people here.”

The buildings that made the final cut 
are the Nakusp Courthouse, the Leland 
Hotel, the old Presbyterian Church, 
Bon Marché/Dollar Store, Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic Church, Nakusp Public 
Library and Nakusp Museum, Masonic 
block, Reawakening Health/Prima 
Materia building, Nakusp General Store, 
What’s Brewing on Broadway building, 
Legion Hall, True North Forestry/Pine 
Lodge, Cut-Rite Meats building, Spicer’s 
Farm, Nakusp Hot Springs, Nakusp 
waterfront walkway, the Cowan House, 
and Maxfield/Old Moseley House. 

The process was started at the 
federal level by the Canada Historic 
Places initiative, a program whose 
funding has not been renewed. It begins 
with a community context statement, 
essentially a history that focuses on 
themes or trends in the life of the 
community. It can include key events, 
stages of development, buildings 
styles, population growth, etc. There 
are five broad topics or themes used to 
develop the statement: peopling the land, 
developing economies, building social 
and community life, governing Canada, 
expressing intellectual and cultural life. 

Nakusp Heritage Registry nominates 18 buildings for heritage walk
From this process 18 statements 

of significance are prepared; public 
consultation is required in the process. 
Electronic data entry into the BC 
register must also be done. Finally a 
heritage commission must be formed 
at the municipal level. The BC Registry 
of Historic Places is associated with 
National Heritage Register, so heritage 
sites are also assessed as to whether they 
have national significance.  

Hobson emphasized that heritage 
designation is a separate process designed 
to legally protect heritage buildings from 
structural alteration, whereas the registry 

places no legal constraints on heritage 
property owners. Tessier added that in 
cases where property owners wish to 
make major alterations to a heritage 
registry building, the Village could delay 
demolition permits or it could simply 
be taken off the registry. Once building 
owners are informed, council will vote 
to adopt the register and forward it to the 
provincial government for inclusion in 
the provincial registry.

Unfortunately, due to BC Liberal 
government cuts this year to arts, 
heritage and cultural programs, no 
provincial money is available for 

further development. However, Tessier 
said there may be some funding for 
interpretive tours, and the Columbia 
Basin Trust has some funding for 
heritage.

“This is really the catalyst for the 
village to develop its heritage tourism 
strategy,” says Tessier. “This is just 
stage one.” 

Copies of the report, with fascinating 
historical details on each building, will be 
available soon on the Village of Nakusp 
website, www.nakusp.com. For more 
information contact Corinne Tessier at 
ctessier@affirmingworkplace.ca. 

Through its Community Sponsorship Program, Columbia Power has provided $2000 for Nakusp Ski Club Association’s annual student ski 
and snowboard program in the Arrow Lakes School District. The program provides three days of skiing or snowboarding at the Summit 
Lake Ski Area with certified instructors and students with special needs or disabilities are provided with individual instruction. Audrey 
Repin from Columbia Power presents the cheque to ski club members. For more information contact Mike Webster at 250-265-4772.

by Art Joyce
The Nakusp Music Fest has been 

nominated by fans among the top 40 
music festivals in Canada. CBC Radio 3 
sponsored the contest, which will result 
in international bragging rights for the 
number one winner plus live broadcast 
of the festival. The top 20 will be 
announced on February 24, after which 
the list will be narrowed down to the 
top 10. Colleen Matchett, sponsorship 
coordinator for Nakusp Music Fest, was 
pleasantly surprised. 

“The first we heard of it, we were 
notified by CBC Radio 3. Enough 
people nominated us that we made the 
top 80 festivals. We were urged to let our 
supporters know and vote for us. After a 
week of voting, 40 were eliminated and 
we were still in the top 40.”

Matchett says the competition is 
stiff, including long-established festivals 
like the Edmonton Folk Festival, 
Winnipeg Folk Festival, Vancouver 
Folk Festival, and the East Coast Music 
Awards. The latter event is routinely 
broadcast on CBC Television. “Some 
of these festivals have been around for 
40 years, so we’re delighted to be in that 

Nakusp Music Fest nominated for CBC Radio 3 top 40 festivals
category,” Matchett says.

John Paolozzo of CBC Radio 3 
has told the Nakusp Music Fest that 
the determination of winning festivals 
is based more on the dedication of its 
fans than on its size or history. The top 
10 will be announced March 2 and the 
number one festival will be announced 
March 9. Nakusp Music Fest recently 
also won a platinum award from an RV 
West magazine reader’s poll. 

CBC Radio 3 encourages the use of 
social networking to help garner votes 
and Nakusp Music Fest currently has 
1,773 fans on its Facebook page. 

“We already have a fantastic 
reputation with the agents and 
performers, but it certainly would add 
great kudos to help attract artists here. 
Having the festival broadcast on CBC 
Radio would be huge for us.” 

To vote, go to http://radio3.cbc.ca/
searchlight.
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The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
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chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
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North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo and District Community 

Forest Society (KDCFS) board held 
a special meeting on February 17 at 
the Kaslo Seniors Hall to debate the 
following resolution: “That the society 
cease depleting their cash reserves and 
funding of Standing Timber Inventory 
(STI) for the fiscal year 2010.” 

The resolution failed – but not before 
about a half hour of discussion about the 
way the board is doing business.

This was a meeting the board was 
obligated to hold, as per its bylaws, 
after it received a petition from six 
KDCFS members (at least 10% of the 
membership) on December 9.

In response to questions about STI 
(wood that has been laid out and is 
ready and waiting to be logged), board 
members explained that the board’s goal 
is to always have two years’ worth, or 
50,000 cubic metres. At the end of 2009, 
there were 36,000 cubic metres laid out. 
The board has approved another 10,000 
cubic metres in 2010, and the managers 
owe the society 12,000 cubic metres, 
which they must pay back by December 
1, 2010, when their contract expires. So, 
by the end of 2010, there will be about 
60,000 cubic metres of STI.

Erika Bird, one of the petitioners, 
asked for details on the 12,000 cubic 
metres owed by the managers. KDCFS 
Board Directors Steve Fawcett and 
Steve Anderson explained that when the 
managers were hired, there were 20,000 
cubic metres of STI. As that wood went 
over the scales, the managers were paid 
for it, even though they were not the 
ones who laid it out. So, the board and 
management team agreed that by the end 
of the contract, the managers will have 
replaced the 20,000 cubic metres.

“We struggled with that,” said Board 
Chair Rob Mitchell. “The management 
team and the board agreed that that be 
the mechanism.”

Pat Mackle, another of the 
petitioners, asked if the board’s long-
term planning process included setting 
aside funds for future development. He 
said the managers had laid out all the 
easily accessible wood between Mirror 

Kaslo Community Forest petitioned meeting: resolution fails
Lake and Shutty Bench, and that future 
boards would be left with blocks located 
up valleys such as Keen Creek, Davis 
Creek and Lost Ledge that would involve 
road building. “You need money for 
future development,” he said.

Mitchell said this was an operational 
issue that the board considers on a 
monthly basis. Fawcett added that the 
management team had asked the board 
to do some long-term planning, so the 
point of the long-term planning project 
is to give the managers some ideas about 
future operations.

Anderson said the board had had 
many conversations about Keen Creek 
Road with many people. The road is 
closed due to instability and sloughs, 
blocking access to 31% of KDCFS forest 
land. The road is under the jurisdiction 

of the Ministry of Transportation, which 
does not want to take on the expense 
of repairing it. “We have been writing 
to ministers, district managers, Parks, 
Ministry of Forests, etc…we haven’t 
rushed in there to spend your money 
because we want someone else to. There 
is a degree of prudence about the money, 
and we’re thinking about where we’re 
going and how we’re going to get there,” 
assured Anderson.

Mackle asked if the long-term 
planning included looking at the age of 
the trees, the cost of road building, and 
when to go into these valleys. This is his 
idea of long-term planning; he said the 
long-term planning process currently 
underway seemed “silly” from what he 
had read on the KDCFS website.

Bill Wells, who is on the long-term 

planning committee, said that the things 
Mackle wanted to see the board looking 
into would come after this phase of the 
long-term planning process, which is to 
look at a set of possible future scenarios. 
“I think you would have to say ‘no’ to 
Pat’s question, but we’re working on it 
in ways I think he would be happy with,” 
said Wells.

Erika Bird said she had two main 
issues with the board’s way of doing 
business. One is that money is flowing 
out of the community. The other is that 
they depleted the operating account 
and took $40,000 out of the silviculture 
account. “$40,000 had to be taken out of 
funding for future forest to pay people 
who don’t live here. How long are you 
going to keep spending money from 
the trees from my backyard, mill them 

elsewhere, and keep the money flowing 
out?” she asked.

Anderson said that the board’s 
judgement, although not unanimous, 
is to take money out of the silviculture 
account if need be. “You can’t cut wood 
if you don’t lay it out first,” he said. “If 
we don’t spend it today we will have to 
spend it in the future.” He said the board 
wants to be two years ahead to be flexible 
as the market changes. “If the markets 
don’t improve much by the end of 2010, 
we will stop building STI. If we have to 
shut down operations, we will.”

Bird said she felt there was a lack 
of precaution in the way the board was 
operating. “When times are tough, you 
work on a cash flow basis. You get 
money, you lay out; this is the way the 
big companies operate,” she said.

by Jan McMurray
The public hearing for the Area D 

OCP was held in Argenta on February 
16 and Kaslo on February 18. Area D 
Director Andy Shadrack, in his opening 
remarks in Kaslo, said that this was the 
64th meeting in this OCP process.

Ramona Mattix, Manager of 
Development Services at the RDCK, 
told the 30 or so people in attendance 
in Kaslo that this was the ninth version 
of the document, and had been posted 
to the website about three months 
ago. She explained that the first 17 
sections of the OCP covered what is 
required by the Province, followed 
by community specific policies for 
Ainsworth, Woodbury, Fletcher Creek, 
Mirror Lake, Pineridge and 0 Avenue, 
Highway Frontage, Back Road, Allen 
Division, Zwicky Road, South Fork, 
Retallack, Shutty Bench, Schroeder 
Creek, Hamill Creek, Argenta, Johnson’s 
Landing, and Birchdale and Murphy 
Creek. Communities that opted out of 
the plan include Meadow Creek, Cooper 
Creek, Lardeau, Howser, Poplar Creek 
and Duncan Island Estates.

At the Kaslo meeting, Mattix read 
out all the public comments from the 
Argenta meeting two nights before, 
as well as the submissions they had 
received for the Kaslo meeting. She then 
answered questions, before opening the 
floor to the several people who made 
verbal submissions.

One resident asked about the 
“zoning” on the maps. Mattix clarified 
that they are “land use designations,” 
not zoning, and they do not have 
any regulatory effect. They would 
serve to guide the RDCK board in 
the development of a zoning bylaw if 
that were to come to pass. She added 
that people are taxed on the use of the 
land, not the zoning or the land use 
designations.

There were three written submissions 
requesting that the land use designations 
‘C1,’ ‘C2,’ and ‘M1’ be defined, as they 
are not clear to some of the property 
owners in the plan area.

Two people spoke to references 
to hydro-electric developments in the 
plan. Jane Lynch of Shutty Bench 
took exception to the terms “residence 
generated power production” (p. 27, 
#8) and “micro-hydro” (p. 32, #2), and 
asked that they be changed to the more 
generic terms “independent power 
production” and “independent power 
project.” She feels that “residence 
generated power production” is too 
restrictive, as there are many IPPs in the 

Area D OCP public hearings see several submissions
area supporting home businesses, B&Bs, 
agricultural development and tourist 
accommodation. As for “micro-hydro,” 
she points out that this refers to the size 
of the project, and either the size should 
be defined or the generic term used. 

Don Scarlett of Fletcher Creek 
agreed that “residence generated power 
production” was too restrictive, but 
did not agree that “IPP” should always 
be used. He said “IPP” was intended 
to refer to larger projects like Glacier/
Howser, and suggested that the term 
“micro-hydro” be used and defined as 
projects up to 100 kW, and “IPP” be used 
for anything over 100 kW. He said any 
power project for local use would likely 
be 100 kW or less, and gave examples 
of existing small systems smaller than 
100 kW.

Both Scarlett and Lynch want to 
see the reference to “supporting… 
generation of electricity from Duncan 
Dam” deleted from the plan. Power 
generation from Duncan Dam would 
require new and upgraded power lines, 
which they do not believe would be 
widely supported.

Written submissions from the 
Argenta meeting include the following 
new policies people would like to see 
added:

“Supports the rights of communities 
to be informed and consulted regarding 
any changes to the electromagnetic 
spectrum, by all operators of cell phone 
towers, wi-fi systems, microwave 
systems, etc., that create man made 
electromagnetic fields; and also supports 
the right of communities to propose 
zoning designations that apply to these 
operations.”

“In combination with Areas A, E 
and F, Area D will develop a Kootenay 
Lake Stewardship Plan, including 
consideration of development permits 
and riparian area regulation in order to 
ensure protection of critical habitat.”

“Encourages, as a first preference, 
manual and biological methods of weed 
control as a means to work towards 
elimination of the use of chemical 
pesticides; and full consultation with 
the communities concerned before 
commencement of any spraying of 
growth regulators/inhibitors and/or 
chemical pesticides.”

“Supports the conservation of a dark 
night sky for stargazing, astronomical 
observations, and natural values.”

“Encourages investigation into the 
creation of a Light Pollution Abatement 
Program in order to save energy and 
reduce the levels of light pollution 

in urban and rural areas by advising 
governments, businesses and concerned 
citizens as to appropriate actions to 
reduce unnecessary glare, uplight, 
light trespass, and other excessive or 
unnecessary night lighting.”

“Encourages the development of 
a community wildfire interface plan in 
recognition of the areas isolation and 
susceptibility to forest fire risk.”

There were also several community-
specific submissions on both nights of 
the meeting.

The next step is for Director 
Shadrack, with RDCK staff, to consider 
the submissions. Shadrack says he 
intends to provide the RDCK board with 
a list of recommended changes to the 
OCP at the February 25 board meeting. 
If the board approves the changes, the 
revised document will likely go through 
second and third readings. It will then be 
sent to the ministry for approval, which 
can take as long as two months, and 
then will return to the board table for 
final adoption.

submitted
The Columbia Basin Trust 

(CBT) is supporting the Lardeau 
Valley Community Club (LVCC) to 
improve facilities at the Meadow Creek 
Recreation Site. CBT Community 
Liaison Lynda Lafleur recently toured 
the recreation site and presented the 
group with CBT’s support of $75,000. 

“We are very happy to support 
communities that have come up with 
their own solutions for issues like job 
creation and sustainability in innovative 
ways, that will also leave the whole 

Meadow Creek recreation site 
community with a lasting resource,” 
said Lafleur. 

The Meadow Creek Recreation 
Site project will create a dozen local 
jobs for displaced forest workers with 
the construction of a shower house 
with sinks, toilets, showers and laundry 
facilities. With the upgraded facilities, 
LVCC hopes to see increased use of the 
recreation area, which will help sustain 
the revenue base for the recreational 
site. It will also allow the LVCC, who 
manages it, to continue providing 
programs for local residents.

The Lardeau Valley Community Club receives CBT funds to upgrade the 
Meadow Creek Recreation Site. L to R: Don Edwards (LVCC), Sylvia Hamilton 
(LVCC), Lynda Lafleur (CBT Community Liaison) and Len Trenholm (LVCC).

Kaslo’s JV Humphries School community raised over $1800 for Pure Water in 
Haiti. All comers were treated to a bowl of rice or beans, as a form of empathy 
for what is happening in Haiti, and were treated to student performances from 
‘slam poetry’ to music. Pure Water is a relief group that has three Nelsonites in 
Haiti, with Argenta resident Rik Valentine as the local representative. The small 

NGO builds bio-sand filters to provide clean water in countries around the world.
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Riding already!
Usually I figure that the bicycle 

season starts about Valentine’s 
Day for keeners and soon after 
for all others, but this wonderfully 
mild winter has allowed more free 
time for people and far better road 
conditions than in normal years. I 
spent two weeks in Victoria at the 
start of February and I’m glad I 
took a bike ’cause I rode it nearly 
every day.

Vancouver and the Lower 
Mainland really do have it good for 
cycling what with year-round riding 
weather, numerous bike lanes and 
trails, and the general acceptance 
there of bicycles as part of traffic 

and the daily routine. Victoria 
is a relatively mild-mannered 
community and I found the traffic 
flow to be very conducive to cycling 
and much less scary than Vancouver 
or even Kelowna. I plan to head 
down there again next spring for a 
longer visit.

All that great bicycling got me in 
gear for the season and even though 
things are cooler here and the roads 
still pretty gritty, this is the time to 
dig out the bike, check over your gear 
and accessories, and bring your bike 
back into your daily routines. Every 
year about this time I start noticing 
neglected bikes that have spent the 
winter unhappily corroding and 
fading against a fence or back wall 
so hopefully you were able to stash 
the cycle in a dry shaded location out 
of harm’s way.

Probably your bicycle tires 
will be soft or even pretty flat, but 
this likely means that the pressure 

has dropped in them through some 
mysterious osmosis that allows 
the pressurized air in the tires to 
sneak back out into the atmosphere. 
Most of the time the tires will 
pump back up just fine, but if not, 
inner tubes are cheap and easy to 
replace. For reasons I’ve never 
understood, bicycle tires of all brands 
and qualities often have an annoying 
way of cracking and checking long 
before they actually have worn 
down. Slight checking is no big 
deal, but the serious cracking is a 
concern and the fact that no other 
vehicle tires do this is just one more 
aspect of the bicycle industry that has 
offended me.

Anyhow, now you’re pumped 
up and set to go, right? Well, it’s 
perfectly okay to get a bucket of 
soapy water and low pressure hose 
to de-gunk your bike. Washing 
takes three minutes and may reveal 
any loose, busted or missing parts 

and will make the bike look nearly 
as good as you. Avoid using those 
raging strong pressure car washes 
because there are too many ways to 
blast lubricants out of your bike’s 
inner works.

Spraying or dripping a little oil 
on the bike is better than none at 
all and it’s unlikely that you’ll do 
wrong especially with a little oil on 
the chain. Then, if all seems fine so 
far, climb on and take a ride. Work 
through the brakes and gears before 
you enter traffic and realize that 
drivers may have forgotten to watch 
for bicycles since last fall. Even if 
you think that black is cool and very 
stylish, the idea of wearing colourful 
clothing will help drivers see you out 
there on the road. There are a couple 
of local ladies in the Silverton area 
who wear reflective gear when they 
walk down the highway and boy, 
does it ever make good sense.

Is your bike comfortable? 

Although your pedalling leg should 
nearly straighten and your torso 
be leaned forward for maximum 
efficiency, unless you are seeking 
a personal best or fancy yourself an 
Olympic hopeful, then why not lower 
the saddle a smidge, angle the seat 
and bars as best you can, and suffer 
less, enjoy more. I was intrigued 
to see that the riders in the Tour de 
France who ride many hours each 
day have their seats below optimum, 
simply to survive the thousands of 
shearing cycles on the seat each day. 

If you have bicycle needs you 
can call me to set up time in my shop, 
and I’ll be open regularly again in 
March. Free advice, free tire checks 
and inflations. Get out riding soon as 
you can and breathe more air, burn 
less gas.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and only 
skied a little this winter, but rode a 
lot. 250-358-2133. 

Rotary 
Minute

Rotary Club 
responds to 
humanitarian 
disaster in Haiti

Watching the ongoing earthquake 
coverage has been heartwrenching 
and the needs of the Haitian survivors 
appear overwhelming. A huge 
response has come from Rotary Club 
members (‘Rotarians’) everywhere. 
There has been an outpouring of 
monetary donations to the Rotary 
Donor Advised Fund and the District 
7020 Haiti earthquake fund as well 

as shipments of emergency supplies. 
Rotarians from the Haitian clubs 
are on the ground assisting with the 
immediate relief efforts.

When disasters strike, especially 
at the magnitude of the Haiti 
earthquake, it is our first instinct 
to want to help those in need.  
However, when asked if we could 
drop everything, leave our families 
and businesses and go to Haiti to 
work on the relief effort for the next 
30 days, we sadly reply, “no.”

The reason is that the Rotary 
Club is not equipped to be a first 
responder organization. Rotary does 
not have thousands of employees and 
volunteers to deploy on a moment’s 
notice to a disaster site nor does it have 
the warehouses or transport vehicles 
needed to store critical supplies and 

deliver them to the disaster site. Thus, 
we must defer disaster relief efforts to 
the first responders who do it best: the 
Red Cross, Salvation Army, Mercy 
Corps, World Relief, and sundry 
other organizations like Shelter 
Box. They have the infrastructure to 
help immediately.

However, the Rotary Club 
has something special that most 
first responders don’t have – 
Rotarians. While the first responders 
are busy providing disaster relief 
assistance in the short-term, Rotarians 
across the world and in Haiti’s District 
7020 are already assessing ways to 
help the Haitian people in the long-
term disaster recovery process.

Rotary’s disaster recovery efforts 
are sure to help survivors get their 
lives back on track by drilling clean 

water wells, rebuilding sanitation 
systems, establishing new schools 
and medical clinics, developing vital 
food sources, restoring economic 
development, and more, all things that 
Rotarians do best and will continue to 
do long after the other organizations 
have left Haiti. 

It is of great advantage to have 
fellow Rotarians living and working 
amidst the ruins of Haiti who can best 
identify the areas of greatest need and 
tell the rest of us how we can be the 
most effective in the assistance we 
provide.  These local Rotarians will 
be there to receive our grant monies, 
our supplies, and will make sure that 
our contributions are used for the 
purpose and projects for which they 
were intended.  

Let us not forget the Haitian 

people will continue to need us most 
in the next three to 10 years and 
beyond.  

To find out more about Rotary 
Club relief efforts and to contribute, 
go to www.rotary.org or contact your 
local Rotarians. 

Second or Third 
Marriages? 
Issues to Hash 
Out

Estate law is changing and many 
of us may be surprised to learn we 
don’t always have the last word when 
it comes to decisions about heirs.

The changes are mostly being 
driven by judges and this emerging 
trend in case law is creating greater 
rights for family members, such as 
adult children, who have been cut 
out of a will. Where courts uphold 
the moral claims of independent adult 
beneficiaries, a lot of expensive pre-
planning can go to waste. 

Second marriages are often a 
source of the conflicts that result in 
these types of court battles. There 
may be a situation where a deceased 
person who had remarried may 
favour the second family and ignore 
the rights of the first family. Similarly, 
in blended marriages, there may 
be differing perceptions of any 
obligation to provide an inheritance 
for younger children, as opposed to 
older, more established children.

Courts do remain sensitive to 
the wishes of the deceased and will 

often leave the substance of the will 
intact while making provisions for 
disinherited family members.   

There was a recent BC court 
ruling that varied the will of a man 
who had remarried in his 70s and 
established a new family.  His will 
left the bulk of his estate to the second 
wife and the two dependent children 
who were still in university. The 
court, however, acknowledged that 
there was a moral obligation to the 
two children from the first marriage 
and awarded them $75,000 each 
(out of a $1.8 million estate).  The 
rationale for the reduced amount 
was that one daughter was a married 
teacher nearing retirement and the 
other had failed to show significant 
financial need.

So we need to understand that 
estates are not bullet-proof.  It’s 
important to deal with our estates in 
a just and equitable manner. If you 
think that there could be potentially 
contentious issues, please be sure 
to document the reasons for your 
decisions. This at least gives the 
courts some idea of what your 
intentions were and the courts will 
take that into consideration.

In today’s world, it is becoming 
very common for second (or third) 
marriages. These late-in-life marital 
unions will make financial and 
estate planning more important 
than ever.  Most couples will have 
children from their prior marriages 
and most couples want to protect 
their assets so that they can provide 

for their respective children and 
grandchildren.

Yes, there is that song about 
Love is a Many Splendored Thing 
but when it comes to the practical 
and protectionist feelings about 
money, homes etc. it’s just a whole 
lot more comforting knowing you’ve 
taken measures to deal with things in 
advance. It never fails – your adult 
children may be genuinely happy that 
you have found true love again, but 
in the back of their minds they are 
naturally suspicious. The word ‘gold-
digger’ has been used time and time 
again. No doubt, there is a feeling of 
angst when they are unsure whether 
the family estate will truly pass down 
to them upon their parents passing.

Financial and estate planning are 
not easy subjects to discuss. First 
marriages can be a time when you 
start out with meager belongings 
only to amass an empire over several 
years. It’s much more complex the 
next time around. There are some 
creative will structures, life interest 
trusts and other planning strategies 
and techniques that will ensure you 
could live ‘happily ever after’ while 
protecting your kids’ inheritance. 
Seek advice.  Talk to your financial 
planner. Talk to your lawyer. Rule # 
1: Get it done. Rule #2: Get it done 
right.

Debbie Pereversoff CFP CSA is 
a Financial Planner and a Seniors 
Advisor with her company The 
Affolter Financial Group Inc., in 
Castlegar.
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, 
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, 
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED 
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER 

...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 
Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 

and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making, 

Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Winter Hours: 

Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 
9 am till 5 pm

Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals
H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 • 
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

KOOTENAY RAISED CONTRACTING
Kaslo, BC

New Construction, Timber Framing, Renovations, 
Design, Outbuildings, Decks, Cabins, Eco-Friendly

Journeyman Carpenter • Call Today
250-353-2614

Customized cabinet solutions 
for the entire home: kitchen, 

bath and storage!
Free estimates and design 

consultation
Box 417 - New Denver  

250-358-2344

Quality 
design and 

local 
construction

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Hardwood Floors Only
Canadian Flooring at Wholesale
Pref. 3 1/4 x 3/4 Antique. R Oak, 

Maple - $4.39/sf pallet
ENG • URBAN • CARLTON - 8 PLY
Super stable - cork - click or glue down
From $3.99/sf – and much, much more...

JUAN’S FLOORING  
1503 Hwy 3A Thrums • Mon - Sat 8:30-5 pm

250-399-6378
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ANNOuNCEMENTS
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM - WE Graham Community 
School in Slocan is now accepting 
applications for its Grades 9/10 outdoor 
program, the Valhalla Wilderness Program. 
For information please contact the school 
at 250-355-2212.
STILL EAGLE’s BIGGEST SPRING 
CLEARANCE EVER - 25%, 50% and 
75% off everything in the store. Feb. 20 to 
Mar. 20. 557 Ward, Nelson.
SLOCAN VALLEY RAIL TRAIL SKI 
DAY - On Sat. Feb. 27 has been cancelled 
due to the premature arrival of summer. 
We’ll try again next winter.

BuSiNESS OPPORTuNiTiES
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca. 

CALL FOR NOMiNATiONS
ROTARY CLUB OF NAKUSP is looking 
for submissions to nominate the 2009 
Citizens of the year in Nakusp and area. 
Nominations seek a person of any age who 
has made an outstanding contribution to the 
community. This may include our youth, 
couples or individuals. Please include in 
your nomination as much supporting data as 
possible. Deadline Friday March 12, 2010. 
Please mail nominations to: Citizen of the Year 
Award Committee, Rotary Club of Nakusp 
and Area, PO Box 62, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0. 
For more information please call 265-3373.

CARD OF THANKS
A BIG THANK YOU to our local 
businesses for generously supporting 
the Celebrating Child Development Day 
sponsored by the Slocan Valley Early 
Childhood Community Advisory Council. 
Jennie’s Book Garden, Cedar Creek Cafe, 
the Slocan Valley Co-op, Evergreen Natural 
Foods, the Winlaw Mini-Mart and Gaia 
Foods all contributed to this festive and 
valuable event.

CAREER OPPORTuNiTy
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR 
WANTED. Work in scenic New Denver 
with competitive wage rates. If you are 
passionate about working with children 
in a creative and supportive environment, 
please send resume and cover letter to 
SLELSBoard@gmail.com, or SLELS, Box 
466 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

COMiNG EvENTS
LAKE LORE GALLERY - THE LOVE 
SHOW opened Feb. 13 and is ongoing. 
Top notch artists. Regular happenings at 
the gallery: Saturday - yoga 9:30-11:00; 
choir 3-4:30 (starting Feb. 20). Wednesday 
- Clay classes 11 am – 2 pm; Drawing 
from the model 1-3pm; Meditation 7-8 
pm. Thursday - Open stage 7-10:30 pm. 
Saturday nights starting in March - house 
band ‘The Lakettes’ and guest band for 
second set. Tuesday - music lessons 
available in guitar, piano, harmonica and 
bass guitar; call ahead, 250-355-2955 or 
cmooreart@yahoo.com.
JOIN IN THE DISCUSSION of the CBC 
Radio Canada Reads Books at Nakusp 
Public Library on Friday, March 5 at 10 am. 
You can come and just listen too!
THE NAKUSP TRAIL SOCIETY will 
be holding their AGM March 2 at 2 pm 

in the Kuskunax Lodge. All members are 
encouraged to attend as well as anyone 
interested in furthering hiking and biking 
trails in the Nakusp area. Any questions 
please call Alex or Amber at 265-9925.
ST. PADDY’S ANNUAL CASINO 
NIGHT Saturday March 13 at the Slocan 
Valley Legion in Slocan City.  5 pm Cocktails, 
6 pm Casino, 7 pm Buffet - cost $15, followed 
by more Casino. Entertainment too! Tickets 
at Mountain Valley Station & Slocan Village 
Market. Everyone Welcome! No minors 
allowed. 
NEXT DINNER AT THE CUP AND 
SAUCER Cafe, Silverton, Salturday 
February 27 - Guest Chef Madeleine 
offering a Mexican dinner, chicken or 
cheese enchilada, corn dish, chili relleno, 
salad and a delectable caramel flan for 
dessert. Call 358 2267 or 2475 for more 
info or reservation.
PEACE OF MIND in a troubled world: 
4-week meditation course, Wednesdays 
– March 10, 17, 24 and 31. 7:00-8:30 pm 
at Hand & Soul, Silverton. Presented by 
Lila Strand and Elly Scheepens for the 
Foundation for Higher Learning. 358-7766.
AWAKENING THE SPINE: Yoga for 
Conscious Unfolding. 4 hr. yoga workshop 
with Certified Yoga Therapist, Eliza 
Gooderham. March 28, noon-4pm, Villa 
Dome Quixote. We will practice using 
structural yoga therapy for pain prevention, 
and investigate the chakras as windows to 
the soul. cost:$45. Please pre-register thru 
info@innerwaveyoga.com.
FOR THE LOVE OF POETRY Evening 
at Nakusp Public Library on Tuesday, 
March 9 at 7 pm. Enjoy poetry from 
different times and places. Music by Caelen 
LaRocque. Refreshments. Free.

KOOTENAY ORGANIC GROWERS 
SOCIETY 2010 AGM - February 27, 
2010 @ 1:00 pm, Nelson Public Library 
– Downstairs Meeting Room. Board 
Elections, Vote on Bylaw Amendment. 
All Members & Public Welcome. 
Homemade snacks & beverages 
provided. Please bring your own mug!!

EDuCATiON
NONVIOLENT COMMUNICATION 
Slocan Valley 7 Week Course: Tuesdays 
6-8pm, March 2-April 13. Melody: 
250-226-7261 or email  melody@
luminoussource.com.

FOR RENT
LARGE 3 BDR upper level apartment 
in Silverton available immediately. 
Washer, Dryer. $525/month plus utilities. 
References. 250-358-2293.
SUITE FOR RENT one mile from Nakusp 
on acreage, three bedrooms, appliances, 
available immediately. $750. 250-860-
0736; 250-265-4914.
SPACIOUS TWO-BEDROOM SUITE 
with lake view in Silverton on main floor 
of duplex, 616 Hunter St. Quiet area, one 
minute to lakeshore. All facilities, excellent 
woodstove, covered parking. $580/mo. N/S, 
N/P. Available March 1st. Call Ernst Gerwig, 
1-403-762-5150 or 1-250-358-2283.

FOR SALE
ONE MONTH MEGA SALE AT 
STILL EAGLE - 25%, 50% and 75% off 
everything in the store! Feb. 20 to Mar. 
20. 557 Ward, Nelson.

HEALTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday 
& Saturday mornings  9-10:30 - Flow; 
Wednesday evening 5-6:30 - Beginner 
Flow;Thursday afternoon 3:30-5:00 - 
Restorative Flow.

HELP WANTED
KASLO HOTEL hiring line cook, prep 
cook, dishwasher. Apply in person or send 
resumé: info@kaslohotel.com. 

NOTiCES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese 
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; 
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-
7817; Bill 226-7705.

SLOCAN vALLEy RECREATiON
THIS IS NOT AN ART CAMP - With 
Tim Farrugia over spring break. March 
8 to 12.
SLOCAN VALLEY MIXED SOCCER 
LEAGUE - We have league play for 
kids in Kindergarten to Grade 8. Micro 
Soccer for ages 4+. Peanut T-Ball as well. 
Register today.
KIDS ZONE BUY & SELL - A swap 
meet with nothing but kids stuff. Reserve 
your table today. Sat. March 27, Slocan 
Park Hall.
BELLYFIT - With Heather Holdener. 
Winlaw School Gym. Saturdays. 12:30 
to 1:30 pm.
SEED EXCHANGE DAY - Sunday, 
March 7, Slocan Park Hall 1:00 to 5:00 
pm.
SEEING RED - An art program with 
Natasha Smith. March 23 to April 13 
(Tues.).
T H E R A P E U T I C  T O U C H 
REFRESHER - With Camille Roberts. 
Sat. March 6, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.

226-0008

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Advertise your community 
event in the Valley Voice 

with a classified ad! 
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Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    WiNTER HOuRS
      8 AM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKuSP  265-4701

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAy ST. NAKuSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

CLASSIFIED ADS

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LESTER KOENEMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

PAuLA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB iNTERNATiONAL 
BARTON 

iNSuRANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
iNSuRANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Valley Voice ads make an impression!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

Silverton, BC
Monday - Friday 8:30-3:00

Saturday 10:00-3:00
Soups, Stews, Sandwiches,

Cookies and coffee
358-2267

The 
Cup and 
Saucer 
Café

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30 

OBiTuARy

NIVEN: ISLA of Trail passed away at 
Columbia View Lodge on February 11, 
2010 with family by her side. She was 
born September 3, 1920 in Barons, Alberta.
Isla was the youngest of three daughters.  
She was a member of the Royal Canadian 
Legion – Branch No. 11 for many years. 
Isla enjoyed gardening and bowling in 
her younger years, but especially enjoyed 
spending time with her granddaughter 
Cathie.

Isla leaves behind her daughter Janette 
(John) of Slocan Park and their daughter 
Cathie of Trail; as well as her sister Myra 
of Vancouver. She was predeceased by her 
parents, Jessie and Charles Crowe; her sister 
Katie; and her husband John. 

A memorial service will be held at the 
Royal Canadian Legion - Branch No. 11 on 
Tuesday, February 23, 2010 at 11:00 a.m., 
with Rev. Meridyth Robertson officiating. 
Al Grywacheski of Personal Alternative 
Funeral Services “Carberry’s Chapel” is 
entrusted with arrangements.  

As an expression of sympathy, 
donations in Isla’s memory may be made 
to the Food Bank, c/o Salvation Army, 2030 
Second Avenue, Trail, BC  V1R 1N3. You 
are invited to leave a personal message of 
condolence at the family’s online Memorial 
Register at:  personalalternative.com.

SERviCES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Call or 
e-mail us to receive your FREE informative 
brochure including great money saving 
tips. Call 250-352-0081. E-mail joe@
redtruckelectric.com.
BIGFOOT SECURITY SYSTEMS: A 
division of Bergevin Electrical Contracting 
is serving the West Kootenays including: 
the Arrow Lakes, Nakusp, new Denver and 
the Slocan Valley. Complete installation and 
maintenance of security systems for home 
and business with 24-hour monitoring. 
250-354-1211.
PROFESSIONAL WATER WITCHER. 
If you need to find domestic wells, irrigation 
wells, subdivision wells, call Vito Nevoral 
at 265-4914.
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submitted
During the March events to 

celebrate International Women’s 
Day, the West Kootenay Women’s 
Association (WKWA) is proud to 
present kootenayfeminism.com, a 
digital history of efforts of West 
Kootenay women to create a more 
just, joyful, safe and supportive society 
where women and girls are valued for 
their contributions, and have access to 
real choices regarding how they live 
their lives, earn their livings and find 
their rightful place. The Kootenays is 
home to Canada’s oldest rural women’s 
centre, and hosted Canada’s earliest 
Women’s Festivals. The preservation 
of these stories, their challenges and 
successes, is an idea whose time has 
come.

When Marcia Braundy set out to 
get her doctorate in Technology Studies 
at UBC, she believed she had a clear 
understanding of feminism. A lifelong 
feminist, Braundy was BC’s first 
journeywoman carpenter, a founder of 
Women in Trades & Technology, and 
an early worker at the Nelson & District 
Women’s Centre. She has lived in the 
West Kootenays most of her adult life, 
where feminism is part of the air she 
breathes, and strong is just the way 
women are. 

At university, she discovered a 
school of thought where feminism 

History of West Kootenay feminism website to be launched
had become an academic intellectual 
pursuit. She was more than a little taken 
aback. Here were people who thought 
feminism was some kind of abstract 
philosophical construct, whereas in 
Braundy’s experience it was a rich and 
rewarding way of daily life.

When Braundy returned home 
to the Slocan Valley, she dreamt of 
putting together a project that would 
reflect the richness and diversity of the 
West Kootenay women’s community. 
Together with the WKWA, mother 
organization of the Nelson & District 
Women’s Centre, she developed a 
proposal for a groundbreaking 
herstorical project. Supported by 
BC150 Heritage Legacy Fund, BC 
Historical Digitization Program at 
UBC, and a multitude of volunteers, the 
Digital History of 2nd Wave Feminism 
in the West Kootenays would tell the 
stories of local feminists as they lived 
their lives and created our version of the 
women’s movement’s Second Wave. 
(The Suffragists were the First Wave.) 
The women of Trail, Nelson, Kaslo, 
the Slocan Valley, Salmo, Fruitvale, 
Rossland and Castlegar could show 
the world a stunning example of true 
grassroots feminism.

The Kootenays has a long herstory. 
Women in this region build on a past 
that includes our aboriginal sisters, 
rugged pioneers, shopkeepers, shady 

ladies, Doukhobor women supporting 
whole communities with backbreaking 
work, and a Women’s Institute that 
brought in Nellie McClung to speak 
about women’s rights. In the ’70s, a 
new wave of strong women gave birth 
to a movement, out of which came 
a wealth of creative and imaginative 
endeavours: the Nelson Women’s 
Centre; the Trail Status of Women; 
the Kootenay Women’s Council; 
Emma’s Jambrosia; the Images Ad 
Hoc Singers; the Birthing Project; 
IMAGES, Canada’s longest-running 
rural feminist newspaper; 25 years of 
West Kootenay Women’s Festivals; 
the Advocacy Project; Kootenay 
WomenWorks; the Role Modelling 
Project; and so much more.

Much of this archival material 
is being digitized and made into an 
amazingly beautiful and searchable 
website, a rich resource now and for 
generations to come.

As part of WKWA’s International 
Women’s Day Celebrations, please 
come to the launch on Sunday, 
March 7 at Touchstones Museum 
of Art and History in Nelson or on 
Saturday, March 13 at the Kootenay 
Gallery of Art, Science and History in 
Castlegar, from 3-5 pm with snacks. 
After that it will be up on the web at 
kootenayfeminism.com for everyone 
to enjoy, learn from, and be enriched.  
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Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOuR TOWiNG
1007 HWy 23, NAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

CLEANINGRECYCLING

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

ADVERTISING

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

DAY SPA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

Hand & Soul Healing Centre
Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

MASSAGE THERAPiES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, iCBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     – Sliding Scale –
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEALTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS

submitted
It was a special moment at the 

February 5  seniors’ lunch held in 
the WE Graham Community School 
library. Fresh from a school-based 
storytelling workshop,  eight-year-old 
Brooklyn Bjerg demonstrated her 
public speaking skills with her story 
about going fishing with her grandpa. 
With four generations in the room, big 
smiles were on the faces of all. But none 
were bigger than those on the faces of 
Brooklyn’s grandmother Linda, and 
great-grandmother Peggy. The lunch 
was prepared in the school’s Home 
Economics room and served by a group 
of 10 volunteers.  

“We started out with the idea that 
we wanted to bring seniors into the 
school,” said Joanne Ellis, Executive 
Director of WEG Community Services 
Society. “When IHA Community Nurse 
Ann Weir suggested having a seniors’ 
lunch our board leapt at the idea. We 
collected names, sent out invitations, 
all with the hope of being able to do 
it again.” 

Hope has become reality as 
WEGCCS has received funding from 
IHA to help offset the costs and make 
the lunches into regular events. The 
focus of the funding is fall prevention, 
and the lunches will include speakers 
and information addressing fall risk 

Eight-year-old storyteller, Brooklyn Bjerg, kicks off Slocan seniors lunch program
factors for seniors. The group will rely 
on feedback from the seniors and the 
expertise of local IHA Community 
nurse Ann Weir to determine the 

schedule of speakers and events. 
“We just received the news and I’m 

so excited,” says Ellis. “We don’t know 
the exact date of our first lunch yet, but 

as soon as the arrangements are made, 
we’ll be letting folks know.”

WEGCCS would like all seniors 
in Slocan and the surrounding area to 

come out for the luncheons. If you know 
of any senior that didn’t get invited to 
the February 5 lunch, please call 250-
355-2484.

submitted
Last January the New Denver 

branch of Kootenay Savings Credit 
Union began cooking and serving a 
monthly, environmentally friendly and 
healthy breakfast at Lucerne School in 
New Denver.

The breakfast program was 
originally funded through the branch’s 
staff fund, with the school aware that 
once the funds had been depleted, the 
program may be in jeopardy. However, 
one year later, the breakfast program, 
now called Food for Thought, has taken 
on a life of its own.

The monthly breakfasts were a big 
hit with students, and such a rewarding 
and meaningful experience for the 
New Denver branch staff, that a group 
of students from the school took the 
initiative to apply for grant funding 
so the program could continue and 
flourish.

Not only was a grant awarded that 
will fund Food for Thought through the 
end of the school year, but the breakfasts 
are now biweekly, with students from 
grades 6-12 helping the branch staff with 

Food for Thought meals served at Lucerne School
preparation and cooking.

“We couldn’t be happier with the 
direction our original idea has taken,” 
says New Denver Branch Manager 

Christine Tyers. “Not only can we serve 
our community by giving our time to 
the school breakfast program, we now 
have students taking an active role in the 

program’s success.”
For more information or to 

participate contact the New Denver 
Credit Union at 250-358-2217. 

submitted
Nakusp Hospice Society has 

announced its hospice training 
session, led by a qualified instructor, 
for March 5-7 at Selkirk College. 

The early history of this valuable 
and compassionate service to those 
nearing their end-of-life journey as 
well as those who are bereaved, can 
be traced back to the fourth century 
when Christian orders welcomed 
travellers and those facing many 
kinds of needs. 

In more modern times, the hospice 
movement in Canada can be attributed 
to Dame Cicely Saunders who in 1967 
founded St. Christopher’s Hospice.  
The growth pattern has continued to 
develop in different ways, appropriate 
to the needs of both the patient, family 
members and  caregivers. 

At present, only about 15 percent 

Nakusp Hospice Society offers free training session
of Canadians have access to hospice 
support across the country, according 
to organizers within the national 
movement. Nakusp and district 
is fortunate to have witnessed the 
dedication and development of its 
own hospice society, offering training 
programs and subsequent volunteer 

opportunities to be of service to those 
who have progressed toward their 
end-of-life journey, and in response 
to the increasing level of needs within 
our aging local population.   

For further information and to 
register for the free hospice training, 
contact Helen Scown at 265-4137. 

submitted
The Burton Seniors held their annual 

Road Kill Stew Evening with about 50 
plus people attending.  They served 
great stews including beef, lamb and 
vegetarian, as well as chili, salads,  and 
desserts. The evening was enjoyed by all 
who attended and many people stayed 
for visiting afterwards.

The Burton Seniors are a very active 
group, with new members helping 
out and getting involved. They have 

Burton Seniors host annual home-cooking event
Wii  games, shuffle board, and carpet 
bowling, which they sometimes play 
after their monthly potlucks. Some 
members are involved in an informal 
cribbage tournament, playing in each 
others’ homes. The March potluck dinner 
is the wind-up to the crib tournament, 
where winners are announced and 
everyone plays backward crib.

The group welcomes new members 
and visitors. For more information 
call Shirley Neuls at 250-265-3107.
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Want a bigger Voice?

aDvertise!
That’s right, use the Valley Voice to spread the word 
about your event, your business, or your campaign 

all over the three valleys that we serve. We distribute 
to every household in the Arrow, Slocan and North 

Kootenay Lake Valleys. That’s over 6,000 mailboxes.
Over 1,200 copies to local businesses.

Because we’re not junk mail, your message goes 
home and gets read. We’re good at getting your 

message out, because we’re good at delivering the 
news. Unique stories and opinion that you’ll read 

nowhere else. And the more you advertise, the more 
news we can publish.

valleyvoice@netidea.com • 250-358-7218

Advertise in the paper that everybody reads! Call the Valley Voice 
at 250-358-7218 or email: valleyvoice@netidea.com for details!

True Service
Brake and  Alignment Technician - NAKUSP

With over 200 locations, Kal Tire is the largest independently owned tire dealer 
in Canada.  Our business philosophy centers on exceeding our customer’s 
expectations and relies on our entrepreneurial team members to providing 
exceptional customer service.

We currently have an opening for a Brake and Alignment Technician.  This 
position involves working in a fast paced environment with a focus on car and 
light truck brake, alignment and suspension services.

Requirements
•	 Hold a provincially recognized trade’s ticket.
•	 Perform maintenance interval services for passenger and light 

truck vehicles.
•	 Perform wheel alignments and light under-truck repairs for a variety 

of passenger, commercial and HD vehicles
•	 Promote a team spirit
•	 Interested applicants should be motivated, have strong interpersonal 

skills, and want to provide excellent customer service.
•	 Contributes to a safe and environmentally responsible workplace.

Extra Information
In addition to a competitive salary and benefits package, team members 
share in a company-wide profit sharing plan that recognizes individual and 
team contributions.

Interested applicants please contact

 Andrew Minchin
 Kaltire Nakusp, B.C.
 Ph:   250-265-4155 
 Fax: 250-265-3208
 email: andrew_minchin@kaltire.com

by Jan McMurray
• Staff was directed to initiate 

discussion with the Regional Districts of 
Kootenay Boundary and East Kootenay 
regarding a potential partnership for a 
Kootenay Basin Economic Development 
Initiative. 

• The board adopted a policy to 
support and administer Infrastructure 
Planning Grants for independent water 
systems prioritized on the following 
basis: existing RDCK water systems 
receive first priority; water systems 
applying to become an RDCK water 
system receive second priority; 
independent community water systems 
receive third priority. 

• The board voted to support a Zero 
Waste Program specifically for waste 
reduction activities and directed staff to 
establish an Environmental Stewardship 
Program for other environmental 
initiatives. A minimum of $15,000 will 
be allocated annually to the Zero Waste 
Program, and a minimum of $35,000 
will be allocated to the Environmental 
Stewardship Program.

Under the Zero Waste program in 
2010, $10,000 has been proposed for 
advertising and promotion and $5,000 
for a composting education program. 
Under the Environmental Stewardship 
Program, $20,000 has been proposed 
for an environmental education program, 
and $15,000 for the Bear Aware program.

• The board approved up to $15,000 
for the 2010 Olympics ‘BC Street’ 
promotional booth project. This was 
amended from an earlier resolution to 
allocate $7,000 to the project.

• Staff was instructed to prepare a 

RDCK board, January 28: Economic development to be explored with RDKB and RDEK
regulation bylaw for RDCK Regional 
Parks. Currently, the RDCK has many 
park regulation bylaws. Joe Chirico, 
General Manager of Community 
Services, suggests that the most effective 
way to regulate regional parks is to 
create one bylaw that conforms with the 
ticketing bylaw.

• An invitation be extended to local 
MPs, Alex Atamanenko and Jim Abbott, 
and MLAs, Michelle Mungall and 
Katrine Conroy to address the Board 
on matters of public interest as a group 
delegation at the February board meeting 
or other mutually convenient date. 

• A delegation from the Columbia 
Basin Trust will be scheduled to make 
a presentation on the CBT’s Draft 
Economic Initiative Strategic Plan at the 
February 25 board meeting. 

• $5,000 was committed for 
membership in the Southern Interior 
Beetle Action Coalition for a three-year 
period and Director Lay was appointed 
as the board’s representative to the 
coalition. 
Area D

• An agreement between the RDCK 
and Weiland Construction will be 
signed, at a cost not to exceed $40,000, 
for commencing the second stage 
restoration of the Ainsworth Wharf. 
Funding will come from the Electoral 
Area D Community Development Grant 
allotment. Work plan priorities are as 
follows, as permitted by the available 
funds: patching of hole in the vertical 
wall at the north end of the wharf; 
repairing fissures on the lakeside vertical 
wall; repairing/replacing concrete at the 
bottom of the lakeside wall; installation 

of water stand pipe; pouring of concrete 
pads.

• Community Works funding of 
$5,000 was approved for the Village 
of Kaslo / Area D Climate Change 
Adaptation Project.

• Community Works funding of 
$13,046.25 was approved on behalf of 
Areas A, D, E and F for the Kootenay 
Lake Inventory and Mapping Project.

• Kaslo and Portion of Electoral Area 
D Library Financial Aid Local Service 
Amendment Bylaw No. 2078, 2009, 
having received the assent of electors 
by Alternative Approval Process, was 
adopted.

• Susan Mulkey was appointed to 
represent the Village of Kaslo on the 
Kaslo and Area Regional Facilities, 
Recreation and Parks Commission for 
the term ending December 31, 2011. 

• The resignation of Tom Humphries 
as a member-at-large of the Area D 
Advisory Planning Commission was 
accepted. 
Area H

• The Rosebery Parklands and Trails 
Commission recommended that the 
RDCK pursue the acquisition of a small 
triangle of crown land on the north side 
of Wilson Creek that is surrounded by 
Rosebery Parklands, to be incorporated 
into the park. This recommendation 
was referred back to the commission 
to identify the source of funds for the 
survey.

• The RDCK withdrew its 
application for a free Crown Grant in 
Sandon for regional park purposes.

• The Ministry of Community 
and Rural Development approved 

sponsorship of the RDCK’s application 
for Nominal Rent Tenure (NRT) for the 
old rail grade from Rosebery to Summit 
Lake. 

• A letter of thanks will be sent to 
the federal Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and Armed Forces Chief of Staff, for 
their successful evacuation of local high 
school students from Haiti. 

• Discretionary grants were approved 
as follows: New Denver Reading Centre 
$500; Slocan Valley Seniors Housing 
Society $275.33; Slocan Valley Heritage 
Trail Society $1,000; Crescent Valley 
Community Hall $500; Hidden Garden 
Gallery $1,000. 

• Community Development grants 
were approved as follows: Slocan Park 
Improvement District $2,500; Slocan 
Valley Community Arts Council $3,000.

• Barbara Lindsay was appointed as 
the School District No. 8 representative 

to the Slocan & Valley South Regional 
Parks and Recreation Commission for 
the term ending December 31, 2010. 

• The chair and secretary were 
authorized to sign a three-year rental 
agreement, as approved by the Slocan 
and Valley South Regional Parks and 
Recreation Commission, with the Slocan 
Park Hall Society for office space rental 
in the Slocan Park Community Hall for 
occupancy by the Slocan and Valley 
South Regional Parks and Recreation 
Commission.
Area K

• Discretionary grants were approved 
as follows: Village of Silverton – fire 
fighting equipment purchase $6,000; 
Arrow Lakes Arts Council $2,650; 
Arrow Lakes Arts Council $1,000; 
Burton Hall Board $2,000; Arrow Slocan 
Lakes Community Services $2,000; 
Burton Fire Group $2,200.

Village of
New Denver

Notice to residents
Construction of the Village of New Denver’s new water 
reservoir is complete.  The new reservoir has been successfully 
disinfected and connected to the existing water system.  The 
new reservoir will be brought online on Monday, March 1, 
2010.  Residents are advised that, as a result of the required 
disinfection process, there will be residual amounts of chlorine 
in the Village water supply for at least two weeks.  A hydrant 
flushing program will be in effect, which may cause temporary 
fluctuations in water pressure.  Residents may be able to smell 
or taste chlorine, however a daily water testing program has 
been implemented to ensure that the level of chlorine is well 
within the allowable limits for drinking water.   

submitted
If you’ve ever gone to the Kaslo 

Jazz Etc. Festival during the August 
long weekend, then you know the 
popular summer music festival isn’t 
only jazz music. The festival boasts 
performance line-ups that cover genres 
such as Latin, blues, soul, funk, and of 
course jazz. 

This year’s festival is no exception. 
The weekend July 30-August 1 will 
be full of diversity and entertainment 
guaranteed to amaze festival goers 
with bands such as five-time Maple 
Blues award winning MonkeyJunk, the 
Grammy winning American jazz fusion 
band Spyro Gyra, the very popular jazz 
trio The Bad Plus, Vancouver blues 
band Terminal Station as well as local 
talents Cheryl Hodge and her band 

Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival isn’t all that jazz
and Jude Davison’s Circo de Teatro. 
Returning this year is the Camilo Nu 
Band, a band that was a huge hit on 
the free stage at the 2009 festival, 
followed by the culturally enriched 
Tambura Rasa, a band best described 
as a buoyant cultural cross-pollination 
that fuses contemporary grooves and 
traditional rhythms into one energetic 
musical brand all their own.

 “Another great line-up this year, 
and we’re excited to be presenting exotic 
musical styles from India, Mexico and 
the Eastern Mediterranean,” comments 
Jim Holland, Executive Director. 

This festival is more than just 
entertainment, it’s a place where 
patrons love to celebrate and participate 
in the festival. The Kaslo Jazz Etc. 
Festival prides itself on exploring 

and discovering new bands which 
help create the perfect atmosphere for 
great sounds, dancing on the sand, and 
meeting new friends. Come share the 
experiences of a summer weekend at 
an intimate outdoor festival in Kaslo 
on the shore of Kootenay Lake. 
Don’t forget your beach towel and 
sunglasses.

For all the information and 
full schedule, bios and links to the 
performer’s websites, visit www.
kaslojazzfest.com. 250 early bird 
tickets are now on sale for $56 per 
day per adult. Call 250-353-7577 or 
purchase online at www.kaslojazzfest.
com. 
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Slocan Valley 
residents, want high-

speed Internet?
Best time ever to consider 

satellite!
Free Equipment on 3 year 

contract 
* Mileage fee: $1/km from Kaslo *

by Jan McMurray
• Council received ten emails in 

support of the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society’s 
request for a permanent storage space 
for the proposed new floating stage. The 
emails were referred to the Development 
Services Committee.

Councillor Frary then made a 
motion, which passed, that the Village 
support providing the society with 
permanent storage for its new stage 
facility.

Society representatives were to 
meet with the Development Services 
Committee on February 11.

• Information regarding the City 

Kaslo council, February 9: Council supports providing storage for Jazz Fest stage
Hall Conservation project was referred 
to the Municipal Services Committee for 
study and recommendation to council. 

Also, after much discussion, council 
agreed to hire a mechanical engineer 
for $2,000 to develop the heat loss 
calculation for geothermal installation 
at the hall. Councillor Cormie explained 
that this was the next important step 
towards getting the building permit and 
satisfying the building inspector. Mayor 
Lay continues to have concerns about the 
building permit process for the project, 
and said he was also very concerned 
that there was no project manager. 
Councillor Cormie said she did not 

disagree with hiring a project manager, 
and said “We need the building permit, 
and then we can discuss the project 
manager.” Councillor Frary agreed that 
council should “actively pursue a project 
manager.”

A memo from Carol Hughes, 
Deputy Clerk, outlines costs for the first 
two phases of the City Hall Conservation 
project, up to the construction phase. 
Phase I, conceptual design (almost 
complete), will cost $15,000. Phase 2, 
permit and construction documentation, 
will cost about $36,700. The total of the 
two phases is $51,700. So far, $5,000 of 
this has been paid. There is $5,000 in 
the City Hall account now, and she has 
asked that $9,500 of the unexpended 
2009 City Hall maintenance account be 
brought forward to 2010 to go towards 
these costs, and for another $10,000 to 
be allocated for the project in the 2010 
budget. The memo says that a minimum 
of $13,500 plus the building permit fee 
must be covered in 2010. 

• Council was asked to pass a 
resolution in support of the application 
for fuel treatment funding from UBCM. 
The resolution is required before the 
application can be submitted. 

Councillor Leathwood noted that the 
minutes of the last focus group meeting 
were not in the agenda package, so she 
made a verbal report that the focus group 
had recommended that council support 
the application. Councillor Cormie said 
she would prefer to see the minutes. 
Mayor Lay indicated that this resolution 
was urgent because if they missed the 
application deadline, 12 people would 
get laid off. 

Council decided to refer the 
resolution to the Municipal Services 
Committee meeting (held six days later), 
with the power to act.

The application for UBCM funding 
is for $72,327.50. It includes seven 
treatment areas: Pineridge, Back Road, 
Kaslo - West (Village owned lands); 
Kaslo - North (Provincial Parks – UREP 
Reserve); Kaslo Airport; Mirror Lake - 
South; and Kaslo - Wardner Trail.

In this last round of Job Opportunities 
Program funding, Progressive Forest 
Management has submitted three 
applications: one for fuel management 
for the Woodbury area; one for recreation 
trail management (Buchanan, Wagon 
and Kaslo Horse Trails); and one for 
ecosystem restoration (continuation of 
the invasive plant project).

• Minutes of a Water Street Planning 
Committee meeting held January 25 
were received, and three resolutions 
were passed.

First, the Village will approach the 
owners of the liquor store to alter the 
retaining wall and loading ramp on its 
north side to allow trucks to unload 
without interfering with Water Street 
traffic flow and parking.

Second, removal of the tall 
cottonwood trees and replacing them 
with site appropriate trees on the bank 
below Water Street between 4th and 5th 
Streets was referred to Public Works for 
comment.

Third, the Village will obtain quotes 
to engage a qualified person to advise 
what would be required to maintain 
bank stability on the north side of Water 
Street between 4th and 5th Streets to 
allow two 12-ft driving lanes, 10-ft by 
20-ft 60º diagonal parking, 2-ft curb and 
green space and a 6-ft concrete sidewalk 
(53.5 ft overall).

• Minutes of the Kemball Memorial 
Building Select Committee meeting 

of February 1 were received and three 
resolutions passed. 

First, the seven windows in the 
temporary RCMP offices will be 
replaced with special windows, required 
by the RCMP, for a total cost not to 
exceed $10,000. The existing windows 
will be stored, and will be refurbished if 
a grant application for Job Opportunities 
funding is successful.

Second, a quote of $3,000 from 
Morrison Insulation of Castlegar was 
accepted to insulate the ceiling on the 
second floor of the building.

Third, the Standards of Maintenance 
for the building were accepted. 

• Council received a letter from the 
Periwinkle Children’s Centre, asking 
that the insulation work be done to the 
building as soon as possible. Mayor Lay 
informed council that a contractor had 
been hired to insulate both Periwinkle 
and the Kemball Memorial Centre and 
“he is doing his best to get here.”

• Council received the first tree 
report from Verna Mumby of Mumby’s 
Arborculture Consulting in Comox. Of 
the 295 Village-owned trees she tagged 
and inventoried, 21 are recommended 
for removal, 32 require a risk assessment 
and 100 require pruning over the next 3-5 
years. The report states that the fir tree 
near the cenotaph “appears structurally 
sound.” Mumby will return in May 
and will assess the root zone of the fir 
tree. She will also do a complete hazard 
assessment on 32 trees and visually 
assess another nine trees. Council 
referred the report to the Development 
Services Committee and the Public 
Works Foreman for information.

• Council received an email from 
Mary Stickel regarding St. Andrew’s 
Church and Hall. The many activities 
at the hall are becoming unmanageable 
for the church management team, and 
they are looking into forming a society 
to manage the building. Council voted to 
support the concept of forming a society 
to manage the building. 

• An email from Anne Malik asks 
how a new member of the specified 
sewer area, specifically the RCMP, 
would contribute to the surplus in the 
operating fund. Council voted to advise 
her that any addition of the RCMP is 
temporary only, whereas any actual 
new members would be expected to 
contribute to surplus or reserves from 
the time of inclusion within a specified 
area and on the same basis as all other 
contributors.

Mayor Lay said that although the 
RCMP hook-up is temporary, it is 
understood that they want to hook up 
permanently at some point. He said 
council had discussed the possibility of 
expanding the system, but is not ready 
to include the expansion project in the 
budget.

During public time, Anne Malik 
asked council to reconsider. She advised 
council to have the RCMP do a site-
specific Liquid Waste Management 
Plan (LWMP), as was done when the SS 
Moyie connected to the sewer system. 
She said this would be consistent with 
the Village stand in the past, which is to 
deny all requests for sewer expansion 
pending a Village LWMP. However, she 
pointed out that the LWMP can be done 
piecemeal, as was done for the Moyie.

• An email from a resident asks that 
council turn down the approval of the 
Tire Burnout Contest at May Days from 
2010 on. She includes information from 
Interior Health, outlining the negative 
health effects of such contests and 

recommending that they take place 300 
metres away from residences. Councillor 
Frary put forward a motion that the 
Village not support the event; it was 
defeated. Councillor Leathwood said she 
felt council should hear from the Burnout 
Committee, to be fair. Council agreed 
to refer the issue to the Development 
Services Committee.

• Sara Rainford, hired as the 
photographer for the Kootenay Rockies 
Tourism photo project, emailed to say 
she would be able to submit all of the 
photos by the deadline except for the 
Loggers Sports ones, which she will 
take at the event this May. Councillor 
Cormie reported that Kootenay Rockies 
had approved the arrangement.

• A stewardship plan for Kootenay 
Lake is in the works. Council received 
draft minutes of a January 21 RDCK 
Kootenay Lake meeting, attended by 
Mayor Lay and Area D Director Andy 
Shadrack. There was consensus at 
the meeting that an interim steering 
committee would be formed to begin 
working on a stewardship plan.

• The Kaslo & District Arena 
Retrofit project was added as one of the 
priorities on the Towns for Tomorrow 
funding application list.

• Aimee Watson was appointed to 
the Climate Change Adaptation Regional 
Steering Committee.

• The grant application for the 
project to replace the liner of the Kemp 
Creek reservoir was not successful, 
as the Building Canada program was 
oversubscribed. 

• A three-year lease with the 
Community Garden Society will be 
signed at an annual fee of $1.

• Accounts payable of $47,300.60 
were approved.

• The 2008 Annual Report was 
received and presented by auditor Am 
Naqvi at a meeting February 10. Naqvi 
said, “We have had some problems 
with record keeping and timeliness but 
the results are good. Your administrator 
has the ability to balance the budget and 
pay the bills and come out in the black 
– but not too black.” Revenue in 2008 
was $1,505,958 and expenditures were 
$1,396,509. The balance of the operating 
fund at the end of the year was $545,602, 
which Naqvi indicated was just right – 
not too much and not too little.

Nakusp Library 
continues successful 
poetry evening event
submitted

The Nakusp Public Library, always 
a friendly venue for writers and poets, is 
hosting another For the Love of Poetry 
evening Tuesday, March 9, at 7 pm. 

Last year it was the most popular 
event at the library, with standing 
room only. Using the same format 
as last time, the evening will consist 
of local readers reciting poems from 
many different periods and places in 
the world. Some will be familiar to 
readers, such as Daffodils by William 
Wordsworth, while some may be new 
to them, such as The End and the 
Beginning by Polish poet Wislawa 
Szymborska. 

Guitarist Caelen Larocque will 
provide music for the evening and a 
delicious array of refreshments will 
be on hand. The public is encouraged 
to come and enjoy a rich feast of 
food, music, and an eclectic range of 
enjoyable poetry. Be sure to check out 
the library’s great selection of poetry 
books the next time you’re in, too.


