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by Art Joyce
Nakusp council has decided to sell 

the hot springs. 
This decision was brought forward 

from in camera following council’s 
regular meeting December 8, where 
council had a lengthy discussion with 
Bob Toews, a proponent of a Village-
owned not-for-profit social enterprise 
for the hot springs. 

The hot springs will be listed with 
the realty firm Colliers International 
for one year. No price has been set yet. 
According to Village Administrator Bob 
Lafleur, the last appraisal is about two 
years old so a new one will be done to 
help determine current market value. The 
proposal advertised by Igor Landa in the 
December 2 issue of the Valley Voice is 
excluded from the realtor’s contract and 
will be considered separately. 

“I just know that we’ve been 
struggling with this for a long time,” said 
Mayor Hamling. “We really don’t see the 
hot springs reaching their potential under 
ownership of the Village. It’s been a year 
since the referendum and I think council 
couldn’t go on any longer without 
making a decision.” A referendum was 
held last November at the time of the 
civic elections on whether to sell the hot 
springs to a private owner or retain the 
business under Village ownership. An 
extensive powerpoint presentation on the 
history of the hot springs and its finances 
was presented publicly to a turnout of 
about 100 people. Referendum polls 
returned 341 votes in favour of selling 
and 266 against. At council’s meeting 
last week Mayor Hamling raised this 
point, asking councillors if they were 
prepared to abide by the referendum 
results or pursue the social enterprise 
option instead. 

“Because it was a new council, I 
didn’t want to bring it up right away after 
the election. I asked council to decide 
one way or the other and they decided to 
go ahead with the sale,” the mayor said.  

Bob Toews and wife Corinne 
Tessier made a presentation to council 
at a previous council meeting outlining 
the social enterprise model they 
are proposing. Both have extensive 
experience managing not-for-profit 
organizations. Toews has worked 17 
years for Shock Trauma Air Rescue 

Nakusp council makes historic decision to sell hot springs 
Society (STARS), which is run as a 
social enterprise. The not-for-profit 
group based in Calgary was started in 
1985 as a mostly volunteer-run enterprise 
that now raises money through a $14 
million lottery and $1.2 calendar sales 
for three emergency helicopter bases 
in Alberta. Tessier is executive director 
of the Alberta Women’s Enterprise 
Initiative, providing start-up funds for 
women’s small business, mentorship 
programs, and business planning. She 
also works for the Immigrant Access 
Fund, helping immigrants acquire 
occupational certification. Toews and 
Tessier agreed with council that trying 
to build consensus for a social enterprise 
model while the public mood is for 
selling isn’t the best idea. 

“When we proposed this solution 
last summer there was a sense of crisis 
over the hot springs maybe having to 
close,” said Toews. “If it turns out it 
isn’t possible to sell the hot springs at a 
reasonable price then we’re still prepared 
to help establish it as a social enterprise.” 

Like council, Toews wants to see 
the best possible deal for the Village. 
With the hot springs already in debt, 
and only part of the major infrastructure 
upgrades completed, developers may not 
be eager to jump in. Toews is concerned 
that a private enterprise could still 
fail, leaving the Village without its hot 
springs. Most hot springs earn far more 
from condominium development than 
from ticket sales. He noted that a social 
enterprise doesn’t preclude partnering 
with a developer for future expansion 
of the hot springs, but he doesn’t see the 
current market as a good time.

“And I don’t think we’re in a good 
position to extract the maximum value 
from a sale of the hot springs for similar 
reasons. We’re sympathetic to the 
Village; they’re in a tough bind with 
this. We just want to offer them another 
alternative,” Toews concluded. 

Mayor Hamling said if a good 
sale offer doesn’t come through in a 
year, council will reconsider the social 
enterprise model. A committee has been 
formed to set the Village’s asking price 
based on a current appraisal and to assess 
purchase offers. Any offer seriously 
considered by council will be taken to 
a public meeting before the sale. The 

mayor pointed out that the Village retains 
the right to development permits for the 
hot springs area because it’s a satellite 
community of the village. And locals 
need not worry that a privately owned 
hot springs will be off limits to the public. 
When the provincial government sold 

the hot springs property to the Village, 
a codicil was included that requires the 
hot springs remain open to the public. A 
private company could create a private 
pool but must also have springs available 
for public use. 

“It’s not been an easy decision for 

council because we know there’s a lot 
of emotion attached to the hot springs,” 
said the mayor. “We’re not just going to 
go with any offer, it has to be of benefit 
to the community, one that can best 
keep the atmosphere and vision of the 
community.”

by Art Joyce
• The town of Nakusp was 

established in 1892. The hot springs, 
nine miles up the Kuskanax Valley, 
were staked by two men named Darragh 
and Lesters in 1894. The provincial 
government wanted to keep the hot 
springs available to the public and 
cancelled the application, returning their 
downpayment. 

• Mrs. Ellen McDougald, owner of 
the Leland Hotel, used a different tactic, 
staking it in 1897 as a prospecting claim. 
McDougald tried to claim ownership of 
the area to attract development but was 
unable to do so. The public mood in the 
late 19th century was against private 
ownership of the hot springs, so they 
continued to be used as a public facility. 
A proper trail built in 1912 from town 
made access easier. 

• In 1914 public pressure resulted 
in the government putting the site into 
a reserve. Mrs. McDougald, remarried 
as Mrs. Gayford, fought the order and 
obtained surface mineral rights at the site. 
She set up a camp and tried to charge for 
use of the water, but administration costs 
outweighed her profits. 

A brief primer on Nakusp hot springs history
• The Nakusp Board of Trade 

took action against Gayford and had a 
government survey done, resulting in a 
Class C park and a road through the hot 
springs site. 

• No serious development took 
place until 1928, when a fundraising 
campaign in the West Kootenay raised 
enough money to build a concrete pool, 
community kitchen and cabins. All 
materials and equipment were brought 
in by horse or packsack. 

• In 1939 C.S. Leary took over 
Gayford’s mineral claim; she had failed 
to pay her taxes.  

• Following her husband’s death, 
Mrs. Leary offered the hot springs spa to 
the Parks Branch to be added to the Class 
C park on condition that it be designated 
a Class A park.

• Ending decades of speculation 
and misinformation about hot springs 
ownership, in September, 1970, MP for 
Kootenay West Herbert W. Herridge 
wrote the hot springs committee 
verifying that the site was not owned by 
Mrs. Leary but officially gazetted as the 
Nakusp Hot Springs Provincial Park, 
making it public property.

• The current facility was built in 
1974.

• Ownership of the water source 
property was transferred to the Village 
by the Province in August, 1992, 
with transferral of property rights to 
the hot springs facility to the Village 
on July 2, 2004. The Province has a 
covenant registered for the water source 
requiring that it remain open to public 
access; failure to abide by the covenant 
would cause the property to revert to a 
provincial park.

• The hot springs did not rely on 
local taxation until 2005, when major 
repairs became necessary. No reserve 
fund had ever been set up for the hot 
springs facility. The Village borrowed 
money from its own reserve funds 
to finance the hot springs repairs and 
upgrades. The total owing to reserves is 
now approximately $1,000,000 – hence 
the 2008 referendum asking citizens if 
they were in favour of selling the facility. 
Results were 341 in favour of selling and 
266 against.

(Most of these facts sourced from 
the Village of Nakusp powerpoint 
presentation for the referendum)

Peter Vogelaar, Slocan Valley’s ice sculptor extraordinaire, at Christmas by the Lake in Silverton. See story, page 12.
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Season’s Greetings and 
warm holiday wishes to all 

of our customers!

Christmas eve open till 6:00 pm 
Closed Christmas and Boxing Day 

New Years Eve - Closed at 6 pm
New Years Day - Closed

Broadway Street in downtown Nakusp

250-265-3662

from

Slocan Lake Arena 
Society

We’re holding our raffle on February 14, 2010 
at the Bosun Hall in New Denver

First prize: $5000
2nd prize: $2000

Early Bird Prize: $1000 - Draw to be held January 1, 2010 
at the Memorial Hall in Silverton

Tickets are only $20 and are available in 
New Denver and Silverton businesses.

Only 1000 tickets printed
For more information, contact 

Rhonda Bouillet 358-7162

by Kate Guthrie
Earlier this month, residents, 

librarians, community workers, 
School District 8 Superintendent 
Pat Dooley and Area H Director 
Walter Popoff celebrated the end of 
the successful Winlaw Community 
Connections Pilot Program. The 
program brought Nelson Municipal 
Library (NML) service to the small 
town. Celebrants also contributed 
informally to a larger discussion about 
creating permanent library access in 
Areas E, F and H. 

Every Thursday night for 11 
weeks beginning last March, Winlaw 
School library clerk Sharon Block 
opened the school library and Nelson 
librarian Margaret Tessman brought a 
rotated selection of 250 books from 

Winlaw regional library service pilot project celebrates a successful finish
the Nelson Municipal Library (NML). 
Valley residents could also access 
the entire Nelson Library collection 
online or by phone and have book 
orders delivered each week.

“The  p ro jec t  caugh t  the 
imagination of people,” said 
June Stockdale, chief librarian at 
NML. “The community responded 
beautifully.” 

Each week, an average of 16 
people used the service and checked 
out between 30 and 40 books. Over 
the course of the program, 28 new 
library cards were issued, “which is a 
lot for a small community,” Stockdale 
said. 

“The program has become a model 
for how successful outreach library 
service could be,” said Christine 

Nichols, Slocan Valley Community 
Literacy Program Coordinator with 
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy 
(CBAL).

The pilot program was supported 
by a ‘Community Connections’ grant 
through the Ministry of Education, as 
well as the RDCK, School District 
8, CBAL and the Nelson Library 
through the City of Nelson. Former 
school trustee Penny Tees was 
involved in the grant process. 

“I’ve read more than I ever have 
before,” said Tees, who is also a 
Winlaw resident. “We need a number 
of satellite services like this in order 
to make the library as accessible as 
possible.”

Stockdale said that of the 1.4% 
of people in the province who have 
no library service, almost half of 
those live in areas E, F and H. For 
example, one senior at the pilot 
project celebration said that the 
service is vital for her because she can 
no longer drive to Nelson.

The RDCK directors for Areas 
E, F and H are funding a Regional 
Library Service feasibility study in 
order to ascertain public interest and 
develop a concept model for more 
permanent library satellites. 

 “Rather than going straight 
to a referendum on the matter, we 
decided to spend a few dollars to 
conduct a feasibility study and go 
from there,” said Popoff. He said a 
similar referendum was run in the 
80s, and it did not pass. “But the 
demographics have changed a lot 
since then – seniors have moved into 
town and young people have moved 
out here.” 

He added, “As a director, I’m 
the vehicle to use to get a service. 
It’s not what I think or what I want 
that matters. If the vote comes back 
positive [in favour of regional library 
service], then it’s got my full support 
and we’ll go full steam ahead.” Popoff 

said that he had received supportive 
emails from people in Winlaw, 
Crescent Valley and throughout the 
area.

A Regional Library Service 
coordinator has been hired to contact 
community members; she is due to 
present a report to the RDCK in two 
to three months. 

“We would strive to keep costs as 
low as possible,” Stockdale said. The 
Winlaw program was so successful 
in part because it employed only one 
librarian and an under-utilized space, 
she added. Examples of such spaces 
include empty school libraries and 
reading centres. 

The program could be funded by 
taxation. Currently, library patrons 
who live outside of Nelson pay 
annually for library cards. According 
to Stockdale, circulation of materials 
has increased 18% this year (and 
increased 16% the year previous) and 
the number of people entering the 
NML facility has increased 26%. One 
NML bulletin states, “The current 
level of service is not sustainable…
the Library serves a larger number 
of people than those who provide 
meaningful financial support for its 
operations.” 

Well publicized community 
meetings concerning regional service 
are planned for the near future. 
“Depending on the nature of the 
ideas that come forward,” the NML 
update says, “the Library Board of 
Directors may make some changes to 
how the Library operates and/or the 

Regional District directors may hold 
a referendum if changes to taxation 
are to be considered.” 

One woman, a mother of two, told 
Popoff and Stockdale that “after food 
and shelter, I consider library service 
to be a basic human right. I don’t have 
much money, but I would absolutely 
support a tax to fund library service 
out here.” 

In the meantime, the Nelson 
Library is responding to increased 
traffic through their facility with an 
expansion project. NML is currently 
fundraising to enable the addition of a 
stairwell in the building, which would 
allow the collection to spread into the 
under-utilized basement. 

“We’ve already done a lot to 
improve the library,” Stockdale said, 
“which is part of why usage has 
increased so much in the last two 
years.” 

A substantial grant from the 
Columbia Basin Trust enabled NML 
to improve its collection with new 
books and different formats, including 
books in MP3 format and a larger 
music collection. The library was 
reorganized to allow more natural 
light to enter and wheelchair access 
was improved, Stockdale said. 

Libraries across Canada are 
seeing a 15-20% increase in usage, 
said Stockdale. “Part of it is the 
recession, of course. In times like this, 
people turn to their library for a place 
to be in community, to sit and read 
with others and to access information 
and resources.”
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a celebration of the successful Winlaw regional library service pilot project, where Nelson 
Municipal Library service was brought to Winlaw School once a week, was held december 3.
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Christmas Greetings from our staff at Rosebery, Sandon & Vancouver

We look forward to continued success in 2010
and many more years of mining in the Silvery Slocan!

Season’s Greetings and Warm 
Holiday Wishes

from all of us at

Nakusp Veterinary Clinic
305 Alexander Road • Nakusp • 250-265-4442

by Jan McMurray
Local community foundations 

were presented with their share of the 
$1 million giveaway from Kootenay 
Savings Community Foundation on 
December 3.

Brent Tremblay, Kootenay Savings 
CEO and Forrest Drinnan, Kootenay 
Savings Community Foundation Chair 
came to the KSCU branches in Nakusp 
and Kaslo to make the presentations. 
The Nakusp & Area Community 
Foundation (NACF) received 
$67,500, and the Community Fund 
of North Kootenay Lake (CFNKLS) 
in Kaslo received $75,700. Amounts 
were determined based on KSCU 
membership.

“This was a wonderful boost,” said 
David Stewart of CFNKLS. 

David Jackson of NACF agreed. 
“It’s really exciting – it means we 
can increase the amount we give out 
annually by probably about $2,000.”

Kootenay Savings gives generously to local community foundations
New Denver and South Slocan 

have also been allotted some of the 
million dollars – New Denver’s share is 
$39,600 and South Slocan’s is $87,500. 
Deb Melnyk, communications manager 
at KSCU, explained that these funds 
will be administered by the Kootenay 
Savings Community Foundation until 
New Denver and South Slocan set up 
local community foundations, and the 
funds can be transferred. 

A portion of the funds (five 
percent) each community receives is 
available for granting in 2010, while 
the other 95 percent is to be invested as 
endowment funds. Melnyk explained 
that Kootenay Savings was looking 
to form a committee in New Denver 
and in South Slocan to handle the 
five percent that would be granted 
in 2010. “We are looking for staff 
and community input to help us on 
those funds until a local community 
foundation is established,” she said. 

“We would like to put a committee or 
panel of four to five people together 
that will do the granting of funds. Our 
thoughts for this panel are: a Kootenay 
Savings employee from the branch in 
that community; a Kootenay Savings 
member from the branch in that 
community; a prominent community 
member who is in tune with the 
community’s needs; the Kootenay 
Savings director which represents that 
community’s area.”

Melnyk said the idea to fund 
local community foundations goes 
back a few years and began with a 
conversation that Rick Hewat from the 
Community Fund of North Kootenay 
Lake had with KSCU CEO Brent 
Tremblay.

David Jackson from NACF 
reported that this $67,500 gift from 
the Kootenay Savings Community 
Foundation (KSCF) brings Nakusp’s 
community endowment fund up to 
almost a quarter of a million dollars. He 
said the KSCF asked that about $3,000 
of the donation be given out in grants in 
2010, with the remainder to be invested 
as endowment funds. 

“We’ll have between $10,000 and 
$11,000 to give out in grants in 2010,” 
said Jackson. 

For more information about NACF, 
visit www.nakuspfoundation.com or 
contact Jackson at 250-265-4818.

The gift to CFNKLS brings 
Kaslo and area’s endowment funds 
to $407,000. In 2010, CFNKLS 
anticipates granting about $15,000 to 
community groups in the Kaslo area. 
Of the $75,700 gift from KSCF, $3,785 
will be granted in 2010, and $71,915 
will be invested as endowment funds. 
CFNKLS gives out grants in May. 
For more information, visit www.
ospreycommunityfoundation.ca/cfnkl.
php or contact David Stewart at sjdks@
direct.ca or Rick Hewat at 250-353-

7311 or rhewat@netidea.com.
Community foundations are 

organizations that build endowment 
funds, and use the investment income 
to give out as grants to local community 
groups. 

The Kootenay Savings Community 

Foundation was created in 2000 to 
provide assistance with the funding 
of educational, health, social, cultural, 
environmental or economic non-profit 
projects of benefit to the communities 
served by Kootenay Savings Credit 
Union.

the Community Fund of North kootenay Lake (CFNkLS) was presented 
with $75,700 from the kootenay Savings Community Foundation at 

kaslo’s kSCU on december 3. Left to right: Carolyn Schramm (CFNkLS), 
david Stewart (CFNkLS), Pamela Griffin, CFNkLS, Suzan hewat 

(CFNkLS), rick hewat, (CFNkLS), Brent tremblay, kootenay Savings 
Ceo, tony Frary (CFNkLS), donna Poznikoff, kaslo kSCU Manager, 

Forrest drinnan, kootenay Savings Community Foundation, Chair.
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Re: Cell phones
Three hips and a ray. The silent 

majority finally got their way.
Ken Gordon Jr.

New Denver

Yes to cell phones
I am one of those people that own 

a cell phone. There are 125 cell phone 
clients that live in New Denver. Yes, 
there was a vote where ‘no’ had 117 
votes and ‘yes’ had 110 votes.

Denver Siding and Silverton were 
not allowed to take part. Why? Are 
we not considered residents of this 
community? Maybe the result would 
have been different? If people are 
concerned then I believe they should 
not buy a cell phone or use one. 

For the people that want cell 
phones and support cell phone use, I 
am with you! Check out my group, 
‘People for Cell Phone Use in New 
Denver, BC’ on Facebook.com and join 
(yes2cellphones@yahoo.ca). Thank 
you to Industry Canada, Telus and 
Facebook.com.

Lucas Bolivar
New Denver

Clarification on 
SD#8 cost-cutting 
and Slocan Valley

The title of an article in the 
December 2 issue – ‘SD #8 cost-
cutting has little effect on the Slocan 
Valley’ – is misleading for what is 
happening on the education front 
in the Slocan Valley and in the 
province at large. To date there have 
been custodial cuts and a search for 
savings on all fronts. 

Principals use their discretion 
re: the use of the schools. Activities 
continue to take place to date in 
schools. If there is no cost to the school 
there is no cost to the user. Slocan 
Valley Recreation Commission has 
no signed agreement with the district 
to date.

Acting on the recommendations 
made by the transportation consultant 
will involve change. 

Student learning continues to be 
the number one focus in the district 

and in spite of the economic times, 
parents, community, teachers and 
administrators are working together 
to pursue educational best practice 
for children. 

Barbara Lindsay
Slocan Valley trustee, SD#8

Open letter to Frank 
Marino, Health Services 
Administrator, Trail/
Castlegar, Interior Health

Thanks for your (undated) 
response to my comments about 
reductions in nursing staff.

I f  only there were more 
indications that the health authorities 
in general, and IHA in particular, 
were actually objecting to the 
starvation diet the BC government 
has them on – then I would be 
more sympathetic to your staffing 
problems. When I read that you are 
struggling to find ‘efficiencies’ by 
reducing staff, that signals to me that 
you don’t have enough funding to 
operate properly. What do you say to 
the BC Government officials who cut 
your funding? Do you complain (and 
demonstrate) that the Olympics and 
subsidies to oil and gas producers are 
taking money that should be used for 
funding health care in this province?

I have a hard time accepting that 
service will improve by reducing 
the working hours and disrupting 
the lives of nurses and caregivers 
who are already working at very 
exacting and demanding jobs. Can 
one have any hope that some of 
the remaining administrators are 
working diligently to increase – or at 
least maintain – funding levels from 
the BC Government?

Bill Wells
Kaslo

Open letter to 
Kaslo council re: 
affordable housing

I would just like to add my voice 
to the need for affordable housing now. 
I am opposed to the idea of building 

Offended by 
American deserters

As we enter the holiday season and 
begin to celebrate based on our varied 
cultures and beliefs, it is a great time to 
thank the soldiers that have protected 
us from those that would see our beliefs 
replaced by theirs.

In Canada, this should also trigger 
feelings of shame. At the same time 
as we have young men and women 
coming home under the flag or with 
horrible wounds, both physical and 
psychological, we have a stream of 
deserters pouring across the border 
seeking refuge. These deserters joined 
the army of their own volition, took all 
the benefits it entailed, then when their 
country called on them, they fled. When 
they get here, instead of being shunned, 
they’re welcomed with open arms by 
various groups, including those that did 
the same thing during Vietnam. 

Both then and now, they claim an 
objection to the war as their reason 
for fleeing. They usually leave out the 
part where they could remain in the US 
while objecting, albeit facing penalties. 
Instead, they feel they shouldn’t have 
to make a sacrifice to protect their 
beliefs, so off to Canada they go, forcing 

someone else to serve in their place. 
It’s also disgusting to hear them cry of 
persecution, when the people who think 
like them will insult, taunt, and malign 
homecoming soldiers. 

And now, in a final despicable 
blow to the memory of soldiers across 
the country, various elements of the 
government, such as Liberal MP Gerard 
Kennedy, are trying to grant sanctuary 
to American deserters, when it was 
their party who committed the lives of 
Canadians in the first place.

Jamie Rice
Rosebery

Nothing to 
celebrate

Once again another climate change 
conference is taking place and once 
again it’s going to be just a farce – lots 
of talk and more talk because nobody 
wants to really make changes to a 
lifestyle with a market system fueled by 
individual and corporate greed.

Christmas season is a good example 
of hypocrisy at its best. Proclaimed in 
the West as a celebration of the birth of 
some fictitious ‘saviour,’ it’s combined 
with a shopping frenzy while ignoring 
the horrendous oppression and brutality 
in other parts of the globe.

In the Middle East, Palestinians 
who have lived for generations in their 
family homes are forcibly removed by 
the Israeli military, and the property 
is turned over to new Jewish settlers. 
Pilgrims who visit the so-called ‘holy 
land’ conveniently ignore this injustice, 
plus Western nations and churches stay 
silent.

No claim of ‘We’re defending 
ourselves’ used during the Gaza attack 
can justify the ongoing mistreatment of 
the Palestinians and the theft of their land 
and property. This injustice is especially 
hard to understand because the Jews 
had a similar experience during the 
Nazi years and should know first-hand 
how horrible it is to have no recourse. 
Incredibly, Hitler’s military ‘might is 
right’ philosophy is copied by a people 
that produced outstanding scientists, 
writers, musicians and humanitarians.

There is no excuse for stealing your 
neighbour’s land just because you have 
the military power; it’s just plain wrong. 
How can anyone defend this injustice? 
Where are the voices to speak on behalf 
of the Palestinians?

Our history is full of endless killing 
and persecution of other people just 
because they have a different culture or 
religion. All mainstream religions have 
a dogma deploring violence and yet all 
are guilty of engaging in horrible acts 
with gusto.

Hypocrisy and religion go together 

very well. The ‘chosen people’ could 
follow their own Torah, treat the 
Palestinians with respect and kindness 
and stop stealing their land.

Gunter Retterath
Winlaw

Who’s serving 
the public here?

I am writing in a response to a letter 
written by Al Skakun (BCTS) in the 
November 4 issue concerning damages 
to the consumptive watersheds in Mount 
Sentinel. 

Trying to reduce the clearcutting 
in my watershed, I have learned how 
difficult it is to work with BCTS. Even 
basic information is not given unless 
asked for. This is why the residents of 
Slocan Park had no idea four cutblocks 
adjacent to and above their properties 
had been sold until a member of the 
community with a background in 
logging brought it to our attention. 

These sales involve road building 
and timber removal in our domestic 
watersheds. This is why the Slocan Park 
Community Action for Responsible 
Ecology Society (SP CARES) is so 
important to the community. The SP 
CARE Society collects information, 
asks the right questions, and supports 
members of our community. 

Meanwhile, BCTS follows their 
revised and reduced standards. Did 
you know your watersheds had more 
protection 20 years ago then they 
do today? Did you know that small 
consumptive use streams in your 
backyard have no protection at all? 
Keep in mind the smaller the stream, 
the more protection it needs. 

It may only take three months 
to clear out the trees, but it takes a 
lifetime to grow them back. The road 
they are building on Mount Sentinel is 
a permanent road – this is a long time 
to wait for clean drinking water! It takes 
a whole forest to keep our water clean 
enough to drink. The trees help with 
timing of flow, the pH levels, and the 
list goes on. 

I know most of us don’t have an 
education in forestry or road building 
and this is why we need to act together 
as a community to help redirect 
irresponsible, money driven abuse in our 
domestic watersheds. The damaging of 
domestic water on Mount Sentinel is not 
one resident’s concern – it is all of ours. 

BCTS is part of the Ministry of 
Forests and Range, with deep pockets 
and a mandate from the government. 
We need to support one another and help 
change government policy. This is our 
community, not theirs.

Carol Hill
Slocan Park

a strata development first, on Village 
owned land, rather than selling a portion 
of Village land to build an affordable 
housing project on another lot.

Perhaps the councillors opposed to 
selling land first to speed up the process 
of getting affordable housing in this 
town are already living in a place they 
like. Some people do not have the good 
fortune to own property, and must rely 
on landlords for their accommodations. 
Unfortunately, those accommodations 
that are affordable and appropriate are 
few and far between.  

Perhaps a touch of compassion is 
needed to understand the need is urgent, 
and that prolonging this endeavour is 
painful to those of us that are looking 
forward to putting our names on the 
first affordable housing list. I wonder 
what the time frame would be to build a 
strata development versus selling a piece 
of land and then building affordable 
housing. It seems to me that a piece of 
land would sell faster than going through 
the other process first.

I am not against strata development; 
I think it should be the second proposal 
after selling a piece to help the residents 
of Kaslo who badly need it.

Thank you for your time and 
consideration in this matter, and thank 
you all for your hard work in making 
our community the best place to live.

Linda Kelly
Kaslo
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Slocan District 
Chamber of 
Commerce and 
cell phone service

The Slocan District Chamber’s 
mission statement is to promote the 
commercial, industrial, agricultural, 
recreational and civic welfare of the 
people of the district. In support of these 
goals, we participate in community 
planning and economic development, 
e.g. the project being led by Healthy 
Housing, along with several other related 
studies.

An initial step in such planning 
is identifying the positive aspects of 
our community – things that make us 
want to live here, that will attract like 
minded people, and that we do not want 
to jeopardize through development. 
In business planning, a first step is to 
identify advantages over competitors.

An example is our location in 
beautiful mountain villages and rural 
areas, in one of the last alpine valleys 
that has remained mostly untouched. 
This gives us a competitive advantage 
over other areas where progress has 
arrived, bringing urban sprawl, noisy 
boat traffic on congested lakes, and the 
noise of urban life. Here we still enjoy 
unmotorized trails, canoes and kayaks, 
the sounds of nature where mass tourism 
has not penetrated. If you’ve hiked a 
trail around Canmore and Banff, you’ll 
know why hiking a trail in our valley is 
so much more attractive to visitors as 
well as residents.

Another business step is advertising 
competitive advantages. News reports 
on the cell phone issue has given us 
international publicity that cannot 
be bought. Informal surveys show 
enthusiastic responses to the prospect 
of vacationing in an area so unspoiled, 
so natural, where there is no cell phone 
service.

Should our valley-wide advantages 
in clean, quiet tourism (and our quality of 
life) throughout our valley be sacrificed 
for cell phone service in limited areas?

The cell service proposed for our 
area depends on line of sight signals. 
If you can see the cell tower within a 
limited distance, your phone will see a 
signal. But if you are around a corner 
or over a hill from the tower, there will 
be no signal. Golf clubhouse: signal; 
Rosebery hill: good luck. Silverton hill 
highway: signal; Enterprise Creek draw: 
good luck. Ironically, the best cell service 
will be on the west side of Slocan Lake, 
in Valhalla Park – where there is limited 
demand at this time!  

Here’s the trade-off: a powerful 
competitive advantage for developing 
rural destination tourism, a value-added 
product, versus very limited phone 
coverage due to our scenic topography 
from a poorly located cell tower.

Where’s the value?
Bill Roberts, on behalf of

Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce

Youth against 
cell phones

In our community of New Denver 
and area, it is true: we have high school 
students that do not want cell phone 
service. 

We believe that New Denver has 
a certain type of personality. We don’t 
want to contaminate it with the use of cell 
phones. We grew up here or moved here 
and we like the way we are. It feels great 
to go to a different town and say that we 
are not part of the consumerist world 
surrounding us. By getting cell phones 
we believe our community would lose 
a great economic advantage, our ‘cell-
free zone.’

Another issue is the health risk that 
is overwhelming us; we don’t want our 
future children in the area exposed to this 
radiation that we are hearing about. The 
studies being undertaken have shown 
that the electromagnetic radiation could 
cause an increase in heart disease, cancer, 
and rare tumours, as well that cell phones 
and antennae can make people nauseous, 
have headaches, be fatigued, dizzy, 
irritable, and depressed. 

Definitely one thing that is bothering 
students is the vote was against cell 

In favour of cell phones 
I have wondered lately why all these 

citizens are fighting the progression of 
modern times. I also doubt if they read 
the most recent studies on the issue. I 
believe some of these town criers were 

Response to RCMP’s 
‘Operation E-Placate’

In the December 2, 2009 edition 
of the Valley Voice I read about RCMP 
Corporal Todd Bowden of the Slocan 
Lake satellite detachment giving his 
summer breakdown of all that’s evil from 
New Denver on down to Slocan Park, 
in which he gives time to let me know 
the good that the marijuana eradication 
project otherwise known as ‘E-Placate’ 
is doing for the community. Not only is 
it cutting down on organized crime (in 
which legalizing marijuana, by the way, 
would completely ‘E-Radicate’), but he 
also lets me know how environmentally 
destructive growing weed is “as 
fertilizers, plastics, piping, gas for 
generator, etc are abandoned or trashed.” 

Now I’m just wondering, a question 
perhaps…if the cops cared so much 
for the environment why, as Tom 
Prior wrote about in the same edition’s 
letters column, would they not stop 
the industrial logging on old growth 
forests on the Argenta Face, which 
releases carbon by the megatons into the 
atmosphere, which in turn creates health 
risks not only in the air that we breathe 
but leads ultimately to the destruction of 
the human race? Now which is worse 
for the environment in this example…
industrial logging or grow ops? 

And further, Corporal Todd defines 
organized crime as being “three or more 
persons active in common criminal 
activities.” Living in the Slocan Valley 
then, I know quite a few organized crime 
members…and you know who they are? 
Generally people with families. They’re 
not Hells Angels or Al Capones or 
members of the Bloods or Crips…they’re 
people with kids, pets, mortgages, jobs, 
dreams…people that I’m actually pretty 
proud to be around. So let’s just cut the 
crap about marijuana being bad and the 
people that grow it as being evil. It’s the 

same old song and dance routine we’ve 
been hearing for 70 years now. Capital 
P…propaganda plain and simple. 

Corporal Bowden also gives his 
two cents on how an after hours centre 
is “strongly urged” to keep troubled 
youth out of trouble. Sounds good. But 
here’s my couple of cents…why don’t 
we take the money used in operation 
‘E-Placate’ and instead use it to build 
and run some of these centres for youth. 
That sounds like a more practical use 
of our tax paying dollars to me. In the 
end, who ultimately benefits from the 
war on drugs?

P.S. How is it that 117 people vote 
to not have cell phone service in New 
Denver and 110 people vote to have it; 
yet, that’s completely ignored and cell 
service is going to be installed. Is that 
what democracy looks like? If it is then 
I would be very interested in using this 
new form of democracy to get rid of 
Gordon Campbell and Stephen Harper!

William Brown
Winlaw

also the people who told horror stories 
about microwaves and were the same 
sort of individual who thought sitting by 
a television would kill you.

Scare tactics only work for followers 
and in actuality there are not a lot of those 
in this community. A good number of us 
have sat back and allowed you to speak 
for the community when in fact I think 
you are the minority and I want to stand 
up and be counted. A lot of us didn’t vote 
because we thought it was an irrational 
gathering of folks blowing off steam. I 
am now weary of listening to you.

On December 4, a new 30-year 
study done in Scandinavia was released. 
Please get clued-up with the newest bits 
and pieces instead of using old outdated 
information.

It states the fact that it was done in 
Scandinavia is probably a very good 
thing, as the people of the region tend 
to be much higher users of cell phones 
than most anywhere else on earth. It 
shows no link between cell phone use 
and brain tumors.

It also states each generation of cell 
towers operate at higher efficiency (aided 
by digital transmission) and therefore 
newer cell phones use considerably less 
power – that is the main reason for ever 
increasing battery life times. It is a win, 
with short and long term benefits.

Do you citizens in reality believe 
that some of us are so uneducated we 
don’t have the brainpower to look up 
the newest information and come to 
a decision for ourselves what is good 
for us? The citizens group against cell 
phones is without doubt not on my list or 
a lot of other people’s list to join. 

If you don’t want a phone don’t 
buy one and if a teenager wants to walk 
around with one in their ear, what is 
that to you.

There are many more worthy issues 
to deal with than trying to control the 
modernization of communication, which 
is so important to emergency services, 
like the ambulance and firemen.

Wanda Palmer
New Denver

In favour of cell 
service

I would like to say that I am FOR 
New Denver getting cell phone service. 
I recently went and purchased a new cell 
phone; and am ready and waiting for 
Telus to finish their work. 

For all those opposed to it, please 
keep in mind a few very important 
facts. The Valhalla Wilderness Society’s 
website has put up numerous links to 
websites. Not all the things you read 
on the web are the truth. Anybody, 
anywhere can make a website and have it 
say whatever they what, whether it be the 
truth or not. How many of you have seen 
the web ad stating that you can pop corn 
with a cell phone? This is fiction. Check 
it out for yourself on www.truthorfiction.
com. My point is that not all the things 
you read on the web are true! (How many 
people involved with the VWS have cell 
phones? Remember, I have seen some 
of you with a cell phone in areas there 
is service.)

My question for the Chamber of 
Commerce: how many of your members 
are actually against the cell phone issue? 
This is one main focus on your site – 
saying your members want to keep New 
Denver cell phone free. I know that there 
are many of your members that disagree 
with you. How many more members 
would you have if you didn’t have that 
slogan? Cell phones for businesses are 
a good thing. I do agree though, that 
people should have respect when in 
establishments. But don’t ban them from 
people who have them. 

I work at a job that I am on call a lot 
of the time. Having a cell phone would 
let me leave my house to go to the mail 
or grocery store, instead of being tied to 
my house all the time. Some of us rely 
on our cell phones for work! 

I went down a few weeks ago to 
our local post office to get a calling card 
from them. I waited for about 10 minutes 
for their computer system to print it off. 
It never happened. Took too long, then 
timed out. I could have waited there 
again for who knows how long to see if 
it would finally go through, but I didn’t. 
Many people would benefit from cell 
service here in New Denver. Post office, 
police, ambulance, fire department, 

people who are on call or use cell phones 
for their work, travellers that break down 
on the road. The list goes on and on...

People in the town should stop 
using scare tactics to get people to think 
the way they do. Let people choose for 
themselves. And if they do have other 
opinions than you, please stop harassing 
them or cornering them in local stores. 
And remember, anything you read on the 
web may be true or may not be. This is 
for you to decide.

Tanya Gordon
New Denver

phones. Why are they not listening? We 
don’t want to lose our democracy. If 
our town lets this go past, who knows 
what else they will try to do that is 
against our citizens’ wants. Many high 
school students are undecided about the 
matter, and we feel that they are that way 
because they need to be more educated. 
However, they do know that they want it 
to be a fair win for either side. We took a 
vote in a class for whether we thought it 
was fair the way they were doing things 
democratically. Seventy-eight percent 
of our class voted no we don’t think it’s 
democratically correct. If we do get an 
antenna, the people should win it by a 
proper vote. 

People who want cell phones say to 
us it’s a personal choice. We disagree. It’s 
not a personal choice to be exposed to the 
radiation from a cell phone a metre away. 
It’s not a personal choice to be exposed 
to the radiation from the tower. It’s not a 
personal choice to listen to somebody’s 
conversation you don’t want to hear, 
especially if you are trying to talk to that 
person yourself. This group of youth is 
ready to do what they can to stop this 
monstrosity of putting up an unwanted 
cell phone antenna. We love New Denver 
area the way it is.   

Danika Hammond and Sarah-
Mae Perry

Youth Against Cell Phones
New Denver

Safe and 
Secure?

It is obvious that our community 
is struggling to find a unified voice on 
the proposed cell tower installation. 
It is because there are good reasons 
to have wireless technologies – it is 
convenient, may help some people 
with their employment, might save 
someone in an emergency situation… 
Before I moved to New Denver I 
never thought twice about wireless 
technology. In a home office, I was 
fully equipped with Wi-Fi and a 
cordless phone. It is only recently 
that I have actually looked into these 
devices, and with the proposed tower 
being within 500 metres from my 
home, fellow community members 
suggested that I might want to do 
some research. One of the main 
reasons I moved here was to live in 
a safe, secure, healthy community. 
Now, I must say, I am concerned that 
with a cell tower 500 metres from 
my home, that might not be the case 
anymore. Because I believe in the 
precautionary principle I have gotten 
rid of my Wi-Fi and have a regular 
phone with a long cord. That is a 
personal choice. But the proposed 
cell tower is not a personal choice; 
it is a community choice.

And how will we decide? Or will 
we get to decide? I appreciate that 
our council put the question to us. I 
believe that our community should 
decide if we want this cell tower or 
not. It should be neither Industry 
Canada nor Telus that imposes this. 
Our municipal governments are here 
for a reason – to facilitate democratic 
decision making processes on 
important issues for the community 
they serve. We had a poll here in 
New Denver. The results indicated 
that our community was divided. 
Letters to the Editor flow, national 
media has picked up the story, 
Facebook pages abound… it is 
obvious that we need more time to 
discuss this important matter, and 
that ultimately as a community we 
must be given the right to make a 
decision. We are a community with 
many shared values. This is a tough 
one to tackle, but let us do it through 
a well-crafted process that allows 
for healthy dialogue, education, and 
debate, leading to a local decision 
that makes sense for us. 

Nadine Raynolds
New Denver
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GARDENING d PRUNING d SNOW REMOVAL

Janet  250-358-2618

Holiday Hours:
Thursday, December 24th closed from 12 noon
Closed Monday, December 28th
Open December 29th & 30th
Thursday, December 31st closed from 12 noon
Closed Monday, January 4th

HOLIDAY 
GREETINGS

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 CLOSED
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25  CLOSED
MONDAY, DECEMBER 28  CLOSED
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29 OPEN:  10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30 OPEN:  10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 OPEN:  10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
FRIDAY, JANUARY 01, 2010 CLOSED
MONDAY, JANUARY 04, 2010 CLOSED

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16
TUESDAY, MARCH 16
TUESDAY, APRIL 20
TUESDAY, MAY 18
TUESDAY, JUNE 15

TUESDAY, JULY 20
TUESDAY, AUGUST 17
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 2010:
TIME:  7:00 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

The Village
of Silverton

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, Certified 
Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
CLOSED:
December 19 - January 5
359-7815  
1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Katrine Campbell
• Richard Smedbol and Gary Burns 

appeared as a delegation on behalf of 
the Slocan Valley Community Complex 
Society. Since its inception the society 
had planned to build a complex which 
included an arena and a pool, but have 
scaled back to just the pool. Burns and 
Smedbol asked to work with the Village 
in planning and building that facility. 
Council agreed to set up a meeting 
for councillors, staff, and SVCCS 

Slocan council, December 9: Council to meet with SV Community Complex reps
representatives.

• Patricia Dehnel and Faye White 
gave a presentation on the Age-Friendly 
project. Census data show 38.7 percent 
of Slocan residents are aged 45 – 64, and 
16.1 percent are 65 or older. The total 
of residents 45 or older is 54.8 percent.

When completed, the report will 
outline the village’s strengths and 
weaknesses when it comes to services 
and amenities for seniors.

• Margaret Markovic reported on 

use of the public beach, children’s park, 
visitor info booth and the Springer Creek 
RV Park and Campground, and answered 
council’s questions. Her synopsis: 
“we’re a good place to come to.” Total 
revenue for 2009 was $14,818.04, down 
about $2,500 from 2008 but higher than 
the four previous years 

• Council reviewed a request from 
Brian Hill, on behalf of five families who 
have a subdivision application before 
the province for lots outside Village 
boundaries with lake access only. The 
request was for a place to park vehicles 
and boat trailers, either at the boat 
launch, on the boulevards, or on a piece 
of Village land the families would lease.

The request was denied because it 
would entail amending either the zoning 
bylaw or parking regulations. Council 
suggested the group look outside Village 
boundaries for parking space.

(Both Mayor Madeleine Perriere 
and Councillor Jean Patterson excused 
themselves because of conflict of 
interest.)

• The Village of Slocan is one of five 
communities in the province approved 
to host an intern in the Village Office. 
A letter from the Local Government 
Management Association says it felt 
Slocan’s proposal “will provide strong 
training opportunities and exposure to all 
aspects of local government operations.”

• Staff were thanked for their “hard 
work and research” which will save the 
Village more than $1,000 on vehicle 
insurance. 

• In response to a letter from the 
City of Burnaby, council instructed staff 
to write to the Province asking for a 
review of policing costs. Burnaby noted 
that the Police Records Information 

Management Environment, or PRIME, 
originally touted as being “no cost to 
municipalities,” now carries a proposed 
price tag of $1,000 per RCMP member, 
along with the creation of a board of 
directors with no local government 
representation.

• Council gave two readings to an 
Official Community Plan amendment 
bylaw. The proposed bylaw will create 
a development permit area for multi-
family residential. A public hearing on 
the bylaw will be held January 11 at 6:30 
pm in Council Chambers.

• A new Development Procedures 
Bylaw, replacing the outdated 1989 
document, was introduced and given 
three readings.

• The Fees and Charges Bylaw 
amendment was given three readings. 
Councillor Hillary Elliott noted that 
garbage fees will remain the same at 
$104/year, but the number of bags per 
pickup was reduced from two to one.

• The Village has applied to the 
RDCK Community Development 
Program for a $9,500 grant. This would 
be added to the Village’s $40,000 to go 
towards upgrades for the wellness centre. 

• In her RDCK report, Elliott 
noted that the Kootenays’ booth at the 
Union of BC Municipalities conference 
had won the right to set up at the 
Olympics in February; that RDCK staff 
had been authorized to meet with the 
Village of Slocan to discuss partnering 
opportunities for the Village’s proposed 
micro-hydro generation facility on 
Spring Creek and had allocated $10,000 
for a feasibility study; that Pat Ashton 
was appointed to serve a one-year term 
representing Slocan on the Economic 
Development Commission starting 

January 1. 
• Committee Reports: The Fitness 

Centre Committee reported a very 
successful open house, with a lot of 
passes sold.

Soundserious 
plays Velvet 
Underground on 
New Year’s Eve
submitted

Are you looking for a safe and 
healthy alternative to the usual round 
of drunken New Year’s Eve parties and 
rowdy bar scenes? Then come on down 
to the Velvet Underground (on Baker 
Street in Nelson) and boogie till dawn 
to the fab vibe of Soundserious.

This New Year’s Eve event unfolds 
amid the eclectic atmosphere of the 
Velvet Underground, a live performance 
kiva in the heart of Nelson on busy Baker 
Street. David and Simon Walford, hosts 
extreme, are offering a non-alcoholic 
evening full of fabulous food and great, 
great music.

David, a professional chef, will keep 
the platters of mid-eastern delicacies 
flowing throughout the evening while 
Simon works the juice bar serving 
drinks with exotic names such as 
Autumn Explosion, Summer Breeze 
and house fave, Ginger Zinger. The 
house coffee, Nomad’s Espresso, is a 
fair trade blend brewed exclusively for 
the Walford family and served in only 
three establishments around the world.

Those of you familiar with the 
techno music fest, Shambhala, will 
recognize the world beat of Soundserious. 
Marilyn and Tree have been holding 
solid the percussive pulse to the opening 
ceremony in the Labyrinth for two years 
running and are booked again for 2010. 
Afro, tribal, rock, percussion, all of these 
describe the full, rich landscape of their 
genre. Offering original music and heavy 
dun dun beats from Senegal, this sexy 
duo will steal your heart. Stacy Stark, 
the techno wizard behind the Labyrinth’s 
exotic setting, has signed on for the 
evening. With state of the art visuals and 
incredible sound production, be prepared 
to dance the night away.

Various local businesses ranging 
from Babe’s Auto, Madelene Rutsky’s 
Potential Wellness, a healing session 
with Simple Changes to Kaslo’s Barren 
Fly and Tackle have donated the many 
door prizes. Advance tickets available 
at the Velvet Underground are only $25, 
$30 at the door and $50 per couple.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

More Winter 
SpecialS

FOLGERS “ MOUNTAIN ROAST”   
COFFEE -975 G TIN
 SALE $ 6.49 EA
 
BOUNTY 6-PAC PAPER 
TOWELS… 40 SHEETS/ROLL
 SALE $ 6.49 EA
 
TRUE VALUE  ANTIFREEZE  3.78L JUG
 SALE $ 9.99EA
 
TURBO POWER WINDSHIELD WASH  
3.75L JUG
 SALE $ 2.49 EA
 
MORE CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS:
TOYS, BOARD GAMES, BINOCULARS, SLEEPING BAGS, FLASH-
LIGHTS, CAMPING GEAR, COFFEE BEAN GRINDERS, RICE 
COOKERS, COFFEE MAKERS, HAND TOOLS, POWER TOOLS, 
BBQ TOOLS, GRIZZLEY CEDAR PLANKS, WINCHESTER KNIFE 
AND TOOL GIFT SET, ENERGIZER HARD CASE PROFESSIONAL 
LED FLASHLIGHTS, TEE SHIRTS, HOODIES, CAPS, CANADIAN 
TUQUES, SOCKS, GLOVES, AXES, HACHETS, ETC. ETC.  

Enjoy the Season in the company 
of family & friends.

www.vincedevito.com

NAKUSP HOSPICE MEMORIAL TREE
The Nakusp Hospice Memorial Tree 
2009 is up at Hub International/Barton 
Insurance on Broadway in Nakusp from 
9-1 Mon.-Fri. and 9-1 on Sat until 
Dec. 31. This is a wonderful way to 
honour loved ones at Christmas. 
Come in and inscribe your loved one’s 
name on a Christmas ball for our tree.

COMMUNITY

submitted
In the coming season, Slocan 

Valley Recreation will take people 
in all kinds of new directions, from 
floating suspended in silk, to building 
a snow cave, to having a valley-grown 
Olympics hockey game – there’s a little 
of everything coming up for everyone.

• You may have seen this stunning 
aerial circus discipline –dancing on two 
long pieces of fabric suspended in the 
air – in Cirque Du Soleil. Now, at Aerial 
Silk Acrobatics, children and adults are 
invited to join Freyja and Saffire Skye 
and learn some of the moves used in 
this stunning aerial circus discipline.

• At the end of January, ‘Go For the 
Gold, Hockey Day in Winlaw’ takes 
place at the big rink behind Sleep is for 
Sissies. It’s a home-grown ‘Olympic’ 
hockey tournament where everyone 
can join in on the fun. We create teams 

Slocan Valley Recreation reaching new heights
from those who enter and they even get 
a country to represent! 

Earlier in the month there’ll be a 
free Olympic Torch-Making workshop 
taking place there as well – just in time 
for the real flame coming through the 
area.

• The free WalkBC walking 
program continues this January – 
on snowshoes! Learn wise walking 
strategies at this free eight-week 
program that takes place in both 
Passmore and Winlaw. Slocan Valley 
Recreation provides the snowshoes! 
Plus, there’s a Healthy Walking Clinic 
at the end of January where health 
professionals will share some of the 
benefits of walking.

• Survival Skills day with Chris 
Morasky of Primal Pathways: design 
a snow cave, learn how to make a fire 
without matches and how to set snares. 

Chris will also teach a ceremonial drum-
making workshop later in the season.

• Shanoon Bennett will take 
everyone out on snowshoe hikes to 
some great locations to discover what 
thrives in our winter world.

• Join Ruby Brunelle at her amazing 
Animation Workshops at the multi-
media center in Slocan. Bring moveable 
toys, Legos™ and paper cutouts to life 
using stop/go animation. This time she 
hosts classes for both kids and adults.

• In conjunction with the Slocan 
Valley Heritage Trail Society, there 
will be two rail trail ski days in January. 
One of them is a full moon ski at the 
ValleyView Golf Course, which the 
society will be grooming this winter.

To find out more about upcoming 
Slocan Valley Recreation programs, 
check out the winter leisure guide now 
in valley mailboxes and store outlets. 

It can also be found on-line at http://
rdck.bc.ca/community/recreation/
slocan_valley/sv_lg.html or phone the 
Rec’ Office at 250-226-0008.

submitted
This fall has been busy for the 

Kootenay-Slocan Lions Club. Activities 
took off when the club hosted its bi-
annual community pig roast in 
September. Tickets were at a premium, 
with more than 150 lucky gourmets 
attending this popular event. Once 
again Dave Anderson and his crew 
from Legendary Meats did an amazing 
job with the barbecue. It was indeed a 
sumptuous swine!

Anderson has been a key supporter 
of the Lions over the years and his 
expertise and hard work is invaluable. 
Fomi’s Bakery contribution was also 
greatly appreciated. Funds raised from 
the pig roast provide a kick-start to the 
Lions Club to help meet its mandate 
of community service to groups and 
individuals in need of support. Because 
of the pig roast’s popularity the Lions are 
considering making it an annual event.

The club has hosted special guests 
at three of its regular fall meetings. On 

Kootenay-Slocan Lions Club fall report
October 21 Kim DiRienz, Zone Chair 
from North Pend Oreille, Washington, 
outlined the activities of the zone, which  
includes clubs from Nelson, Castlegar-
Selkirk, Salmo and Kootenay Lake. All 
are actively involved in their respective 
communities. 

On November 4, District Governer 
Bob Ekler from Priest Lake, Idaho, 
spoke to the club about the district’s 
current activities as well as national 
and international Lions programs. The 
highlight of his visit, however, came 
when he performed two official activities 
– he recognized two of the club’s longest-
serving members for outstanding service 
to their club and the community. John 
Zarikoff, a 1977  founding member and 
Norm Essery, a 32-year member, were 
presented with the District Governor’s 
Appreciation Award. He also installed 
the club’s newest member, Dale Norman 
of Vallican, who was welcomed by all in 
attendance. 

On November 16 six members of 

the Castlegar-Selkirk Lions participated 
in the club’s regular meeting. A good 
discussion took place around common 
interests and future activities.

The Kootenay-Slocan Lions Club 
meets the first and third Wednesdays of 
the month at 6:30 pm at the Passmore 
Community Hall. We are always seeking 
new members who share the ideal of 
‘service to others’ and bring new ideas 
and perspective to the club. For more 
information, call Don Munro (226-7855) 
or Norm Essery (226-7745).
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

OPEN til 4:00 pm
    DEC 24
CLOSED 
    DEC 25–28
RE-OPENING
    DEC 29

North Kootenay 
Veterinary Services

Pat, Nicola and Dorothy wish you and 
your family the best of the holiday season!
North Kootenay Veterinary Services • Kaslo • 353-7125

VILLAGE OF KASLO
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

2009
Regular Council Meeting

Dec 8 Cancelled and rescheduled to Dec 15
Dec 22 Cancelled

Village Office closed between Dec 25 and Jan 4
Public Works ph 353-7568 as usual 

Building Inspections cancelled 
between: Dec 25 - Jan 4

                       RDCK Transfer Station
                       Closed Dec 25 & Jan 1
                       Commercial garbage collection
                          Friday Dec 25 cancelled

Garbage bag tags may be purchased 
at Barren Fly every day except Dec 25 

to 28 and Jan 1, 2 & 3

Barren Fly Closes early Dec 24 & 31St  - 5 pm

Happy Holidays from the 
Mayor, Council and Staff

We’d like to wish everyone a happy 
holiday season and remind you 

that we are open every day.

Amazing Dinner Specials 
throughout Christmas week!

“Welcome 2010” 
New Year’s Eve Gala    
December 31, 2009    
Reserve early. One or two night 
packages...for the ‘over 19 crowd’ 

KASLO & DISTRICT

by Jan McMurray
The community of Fletcher Creek 

just south of Kaslo is working on getting 
their Boil Water Advisory lifted.

The improvement district has sent in 
a proposal to the IHA for Point of Entry/
Point of Use treatment systems for each 
home. These systems would filter and 
disinfect the water flowing into each 
household with cartridge filtration and 
ultraviolet disinfection. 

Bob Froese, member of the Fletcher 

Fletcher Creek puts forward proposal for water upgrade
Creek Water Improvement District and 
retired engineer with 35 years experience 
in the water/wastewater treatment 
industry, explained that the IHA has 
a mandate to eliminate all Boil Water 
Advisories. This means that many small 
water systems have to upgrade their 
systems to meet provincial standards. 

He gave the example of another 
small water system on Boil Water 
Advisory for many years – South Slocan. 
“South Slocan was told to build a water 
treatment plant at a significant cost, and 
we’re not in a position to do that,” he 
said. “We don’t have the infrastructure 
to put in a central plant because we don’t 
have a central reservoir. The most logical 
method is Point of Entry – this will 
provide potable water according to their 

[IHA] definition, and at a reasonable 
cost.”

The cost of purchasing the POE/
POU systems and installing them at 
every home is approximately $100,000. 
The RDCK board approved a $30,000 
grant from Area D’s Community Works 
fund (gas tax fund) at its November 26 
meeting for the project. Froese said the 
community’s water rates will have to 
go up significantly to cover the costs 
associated with the project.

The gravity-fed surface system has 
about 60 connections and has been on 
Boil Water Advisory for several years. 
Area D Director Andy Shadrack says 
he expects to hear back from the IHA 
on the Fletcher Creek proposal by 
December 31.

by Jan McMurray
Graham Anderson of Kaslo has won 

a $100,000 scholarship to attend Sprott-
Shaw Community College.

Anderson entered the ‘Class Act 
Canada’ contest, which awarded ten 
students from around the world with a 
$100,000 scholarship to a BC campus 
of the college. Winners were determined 
by online voting and a panel of judges. 
Anderson got the second highest number 
of votes – 311,663 to be exact.

Graham Anderson wins scholarship
“I never really believed in online 

competitions until Kaslo won the TSN 
broadcast in August. I think I sort of rode 
that wave with the people in Kaslo as 
well – they are great supporters,” said 
Anderson. The president of the college, 
Dean Duperron, phoned Anderson 
to inform him of his success and to 
congratulate him. “It was quite a surprise 
to get a phone call from him,” said 
Anderson.

Indeed it must have been, seeing 
as how Anderson was in Colombia at 
the time. His wife is from Tumaco, 
Colombia, and the couple spends time 
in both Canada and Colombia.

Anderson plans to study business 
administration, and put it to practice in 
Colombia. He would like to get involved 
in economic development in Tumaco.

Asked why he thought he was 
a good choice for the scholarship, 
Anderson replied, “I think I´ll use the 
scholarship for what it was intended – to 
better my community and help people 
around me. For that reason, I think they 
made a good choice.”

Class Act Canada applicants 
submitted a video about what they 
would do with the scholarship. The 
videos were posted online, where people 
could vote.

“I would really like to say thank you 
to everyone who supported me – my 
wife and both our families, my friends 
from around the world, and everyone on 
the various social networking sites who 
got the word out, plus everyone in Kaslo 
and here in the Kootenays who spread 
the word to their friends and family and 
voted every day,” said Anderson.

kaslo’s Graham anderson just won 
a $100,000 scholarship fromSprott-

Shaw Community College.
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Royal Canadian 
Legion - Nakusp

Robbie Burns 
Night

January 23
“Choose your own seat”

Get your tickets – $25 each at 
Nakusp Jewellers

Excellent choice for a 
Christmas gift or 
stocking stuffer
Please enter through 

the lounge
Members & Guests welcome!

Holiday Hours:
Closed on December 24, 25, 26 & January 1

Have a Happy Holiday!

Christmas Season 
Hours

Open
Dec 21, 22, 23 • 9 am - 5 pm 

Dec 24 • 9 am - Noon

Closed
Dec 25, 26, 27

Open
Dec 28, 29, 30 • 9 am - 5 pm

Dec 31 • 9 am - Noon

Closed
Jan 1, 2, 3

Open Regular Hours 
Jan 4 • Mon - Fri • 7 am - 5:30

Sat • 9 am - 5 pm

Nakusp, BC • 250-265-3681

206 Broadway St, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0

t: 250 265 2226

Come and check our great selection of 
Giro Ski Helmets

Snowshoe Rental available this winter

Many great gift ideas 
between $10 and $50

We’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank the community for their support.

Happy Holidays

Mike & Marie Wrede

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

by Art Joyce
• Following an in camera meeting 

at council’s regular meeting December 
8, Bob Toews appeared as a late 
delegation to discuss further the social 
enterprise model he and his wife, 
Corinne Tessier, are proposing for 
the hot springs. Council had concerns 
about what would happen if it chose 
this option and discovered after a year 
or two that the business was still losing 
money. In the end, council decided 
to follow the results of last year’s 
referendum and list the hot springs 
with a realtor. (See front page story.)

• CAO Lafleur asked council 
for clarification on how to select 
candidates from the 10 proposals 
received for the hot springs marketing 
contract. Council voted to adopt 
Councillor Mueller’s suggestion to 
form a committee of two councillors 
and one staff member to meet with the 
CAO to review proposals and shortlist. 
Councillors Hughes and Leitch 
volunteered to sit on the committee. 

• Council chamber renovations 
were discussed. Mayor Hamling said 
money that was not used from this 
year’s budget is available. Councillor 
Mueller suggested the option of 
removing the back wall on the east 
side, keeping the two offices. CAO 
Bob Lafleur said staff will do as much 
of the work as possible. Council voted 
in favour of Mueller’s option.

• Councillor Hughes asked if 
council needs to go through a bid 
process for the Village’s trade show 
display unit. CAO Lafleur said policy 
allows council to accept one bid at the 
budgeted amount of $1,500. There is 
an option to open to a second bidder if 
the bidder can provide the unit council 
has already decided upon. Council 
voted to refer the matter to budget 
discussions.

• Councillor Leitch reported that 
nothing is planned for the community 
forest. The board is trying to decide 
whether it’s worth keeping people 
working in the current timber market 
situation. “We need to find a marketable 
stand of timber, which is old growth 
cedar, and pulp.” The Nakusp and Area 
Development Board has chosen Anne 

Nakusp council, December 8: Council decides to sell hot springs after debating social enterprise model
Champagne of Green Words and Nikta 
Bouromand of Maverick Design to 
produce the Nakusp Visitor’s Guide, 
Stephen Marks of On the Marks to 
produce the image bank, and Marilyn 
Rivers of Kootenay IT to produce the 
website.

• Mayor Hamling said the fire 
department has been requested to 
take the new fire truck to Burton for 
its Christmas parade. The fire chief 
will ensure Nakusp is covered in 

event of fire.
•  Policy GA3, waiver of 

development permit or development 
variance permit, was reviewed. 
The policy states that no waivers 
will be granted except to non-profit 
organizations and cases where the 
proposed changes to an existing 
building are minimal. The CAO and 
Treasurer are authorized to grant 
waivers provided the criteria is met. 

• Council reviewed its signing 

officers policy; signing officers 
for the Village are any two of the 
following: Mayor, CAO, Treasurer, 
and a designated councillor.

• Ken Palmer will install a wireless 
system this week to facilitate the trial 
of electronic meetings. 

• Bylaw 614-6, an amendment to 
zoning bylaw 614 for steel containers, 
has had a public hearing set for 
January 26. Presented for the first three 
readings were Bylaw 479-15, sewer 

rates, and Bylaw 463-13, water rates. 
Councillor Meuller was concerned 
that some of the hookup fees seemed a 
little arbitrary. CAO Lafleur said even 
though the bylaw is due to take effect 
January 1, council can still amend the 
rates by passing the first two readings 
and adding amendments before third 
reading. Bylaw 496-4,to amend Street 
and Traffic Bylaw 496 by adding a 
snow removal and priority clearing 
route, passed first three readings.  

submitted
The Burton Internet Society has 

expanded its high speed wireless internet 
service to Arrow Park and West Arrow 
Park. Over 70 people are now receiving 
service from the system.

The society received a $17,450 grant 
from the Municipal Rural Infrastructure 
Fund (MRIF) in early 2008. In 2008, 

Burton Internet Society expands service to Arrow Park
with these funds, upgrades were made 
to the solar site on Mt. Naumulton south 
of Burton, and an access site was set up 
at Burton Community Hall.

In 2009, with some MRIF funds 
left over, the society partnered with a 
group in Arrow Park, which received a 
$17,330 grant from the Columbia Basin 
Trust to help expand the service. A site 

was prepared at the Colman property in 
Arrow Park and radios were installed. 
The Burton Internet Society erected a 
tower on the Green/Dewar property in 
West Arrow Park. A relay was installed 
at the solar site, connected to the tower in 
West Arrow Park, and then redirected to 
the Arrow Park site. In the Air Network 
from Kelowna was hired to do the work.

“I am delighted with the co-operation 
and hard work that brought us this far,” 
commented Rosalie Cranna, president 
of the Burton Internet Society. “Of 

course we have plans for improvements 
in the future that we hope to implement 
over the coming year which include a 
community website and an expansion 
southwest of Burton.” The access site at 
Burton Hall opened in September 2008. 
It has six computers and a printer, and 
was set up for the use of tourists and 
local people who cannot be reached by 
the Burton Hall tower or the solar site. 
With help from the Alliance for Literacy 
program, computer classes are offered by 
Liz Gillis at the site.

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Hospital 

Foundation (ALHF), as of December 
10, has collected $17,366 of the $23,000 
needed to buy a bladder scanner for the 
hospital. “Our community has once 
more earned a well deserved thank you 
for their support on Pledge Day,” said 
ALHF chair Mike George. George says 
the Light Up the Hospital fund received 
$1,711 from community donations 

Nakusp and area donates generously to ALHF
on Pledge Day, hosted by Irene from 
Broadway Deli with help from ‘enforcer’ 
Bea Anton and other volunteers.

On the same day, contributions from 
residents in surrounding areas totalled 
an additional $2,655. “These amounts, 
together with the $13,000 promised by 
the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation, 
brings us to $17,366, well within range 
of our target of $23,000,” George says.
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

&

Cowpuccino
Would like to wish you 

all a very 
Merry Christmas!

The Coffee Shop will be closed 
December 18 through January for 

Renovations (Nothin’ Fancy)

Shop Hours will be on our 
Answering Machine

250-226-7266

We’re
Closed!

The Apple Tree 
closes on Dec 18

Re-opening on 
Linda’s birthday

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

New Denver, BC

Warm 
holiday 

wishes to all of our 
friends and customers!

Nice Clothes and Good Espresso
513 6th Avenue, New Denver

358-2733

Annual Xmas Sale!
December 12-24
50% off clothing

   Sappho’s 
Bakery

Happy Holidays!
Thank you for 

shopping locally!

COMMUNITY

by Michael Dorsey
• Brenda Dahlie presented 

the results of the Age-Friendly 
Assessment study. She thanked 
council and UBCM for funding the 

New Denver council, December 8: Age-Friendly report presented
study, which included two public 
meetings and a survey. Of 300 
surveys, she received 34 responses 
(11%). According to residents, the top 
five age-friendly assets are: a friendly, 
helpful and inclusive community; 
walkable (level), compact, easy to 
get around; medical services with 
hospital, doctors and health centre; 
centralized business core; and good 
volunteer opportunity and recognition. 
The top five needs were identified as: 

improving transportation to medical 
services and other communities 
(including Handy Dart); wheelchair 
access to businesses; home care, 
including Meals on Wheels; assisted 
living housing; and sidewalk and road 
maintenance concerning snow, ice and 
vegetation (identified priority is a need 
for a clear sidewalk across the bridge 
in winter). The need for downtown 
public bathrooms was also discussed.

Dahlie recommended that 
council commit to reviewing the 
OCP in regards to aging trends and 
requirements; review the possibility of 
requiring universal design principles 
for all new housing; support the 
creation of a Seniors Advisory 
Committee to identify seniors’ issues 
and advocate for them; support the 
idea of mutual focus on the report by 
the Healthy Housing Society, Slocan 
Valley Economic Development 
Commission and the consultants 
developing the Sustainability Plan; 
review sidewalk and road maintenance 
priorities in light of seniors and 
disabled persons’ needs; and consider 
establishing a community foundation, 
which could help to fund public 
washrooms, widened sidewalks 
and other amenities for an aging 
population.

Council referred Dahlie’s report 
to the budget table and the OCP. 
Councillor Greensword will look 
into Meals on Wheels, and Dahlie 
will research programs to provide 
this service.

During discussion of universal 
design (age-in-place, no-step 
entrances, wider hallways and 
reachable utilities), secondary suites 
were mentioned. Mayor Wright 
noted that the Village has allowed 
secondary suites for 15 years. Dahlie’s 
request that the OCP include design 
guidelines was noted. She said the 
provincial government will bring new 
guidelines into place this month.

• An offer from Lorna Visser 
to meet to discuss a community 

foundation was accepted. Visser is 
the principal of Carmanah Strategies, 
which offers consultant services to 
charitable organizations. She also 
led the successful Valhalla Mile 
fundraising campaign.

• The bylaws setting the new 
water and garbage rates were adopted. 
Water rates are now $250 per year per 
residence; garbage rates are $130 per 
year per residence for 52 tags.

• Council gave three readings 
to the Five Year Financial Plan 
Amendment Bylaw No. 644, 2009.

• Councillor Greensword reported 
that the water tank installation is 
complete and will require two weeks 
to reach the full level. She will meet 
with Maintenance Supervisor Mike 
Simpson to discuss snow removal 
sites for this winter.

• Mayor Wright, in his capacity 
as RDCK board chair, noted that 
the RDCK board inaugural meeting 
December 10 would include the 
annual election of a chair. 

The Valley Voice is pleased to 
report that Wright was re-elected to 
this position for the sixth year in a 
row, with Area B Director John Kettle 
re-elected as vice-chair for the second 
year. Wright has been Mayor of New 
Denver since 1989, and a Regional 
Director since 1991.

• Discussion on the public art 
sculpture as proposed by the Hidden 
Garden Gallery Society was referred to 
the next meeting. Administrator Carol 
Gordon will work with Martha Nichol 
from HGG on details. Internationally 
renowned sculptor Toru Fujibayashi 
would be commissioned to do the 
sculpture. Fujibayashi grew up in the 
internment camp in Slocan, and now 
lives in the Nakusp area.

• Council referred Sally Lamare’s 
request to hold a memorial for Barry 
on July 11 at Centennial Park to the 
January 11 meeting. Mayor Wright 
noted that a General Affairs budget 
meeting would then be held. Council 
also referred a recommendation for a 

gazebo usage and rental policy to the 
January 11 meeting.

• Council received a request for 
support from the Japanese Traditional 
Folk Song group. The group will be 
invited to perform in New Denver 
(so they will be eligible for funding), 
and will be advised that the Kyowakai 
Society would be interested in their 
performance. 

• Council resolved to adopt and 
record the Tangible Capital Assets 
Inventory and Report, completed by 
consultant Barry McLean. The report 
will help the Village comply with new 
financial reporting requirements.

• Council approved Recreation 
Commission #6 appointments for 
Councillors Murphy and Campbell 
(alternate).

• Kootenay Savings Credit Union 
was approved as the Village financial 
institution for 2010, and Berg, Naqvi, 
Lehman as the auditors.

• Council received correspondence 
from Dave Good and Alison Gale 
supporting cell service; from Chris 
Sobezak of Kootenay Business 
Magazine regarding showcasing 
New Denver’s municipal hall project; 
and from Minister of Health Kevin 
Falcon regarding the UBCM meeting 
for restructuring plans for Slocan 
Community Health Centre. Mayor 
Wright and Council commented 
on Falcon’s letter as being a fine 
example of form letter writing, with 
little relevant data and much party 
rhetoric. Councillor Greensword 
noted the letter did not address rural 
health districts.

• Council received a letter from 
Mayor of Burnaby Derrick Corrigan, 
asking that all UBCM members 
actively petition the provincial 
government and MLAs to ensure 
local governments are represented on 
the RCMP PRIME (Police Records 
Information and Management 
Environment) board of directors, and 
that municipalities have a voice in 
the determination of costs related to 
RCMP operations, maintenance and 
future upgrades. Concerns have arisen 
because the ‘no cost to municipalities’ 
position has changed to a cost of 
$1,000 per RCMP member, and a 
board has been created with no local 
government representation. Council 
moved and voted to support the 
request, and will write another letter 
to Solicitor General Kash Heed.
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If you need

FURNACE &/or
STOVE OIL

you can order from us!
Genelle Petroleum

is now a branch of the 
Slocan Valley Co-op

To order, call
250-693-2313

(Genelle)

250-226-7433
(Slocan Park)

NOW AVAILABLE IN

SILVERTON
& NEW DENVER

AND SURROUNDING AREA

from Doug, Shay, Grace & Daniel

Paul Peterson,
Director “Arrow Lakes”
Regional District 
of Central Kootenay.

Wishing you and your 
family a warm and 

festive holiday season!
Anderson Insurance

Holiday Hours:
Christmas Eve – closed at 2 pm

CLOSED December 25-28
New Year’s Eve – closed at 3 pm

New Year’s Day – closed
Regular hours resume

January 4

by Katrine Campbell
Although they’ve been working for 

years to raise money to build an arena 
and a swimming pool, members of the 
Slocan Valley Community Complex 
Society have decided to scale back and 

Slocan sets its sights on a new community swimming pool
concentrate on just the pool.

Part of the reason is demographics: 
almost 55 per cent of the village is aged 
45 or over, and the numbers are similar 
in New Denver, Silverton and Area H. 

“The 15 to 24 age group that are 

skaters aren’t here,” said society chair 
Gary Burns. The society is looking to 
build something more fitting for the 
community, “and that’s probably not 
seniors on skates.”

Burns and Richard Smedbol 

appeared before Slocan Village council 
December 9 to propose discussing a 
partnership with the village, and possibly 
other societies, to build a medium-sized 
community pool.

The society has $50,000 in the bank 
and owns 4.5 acres of land south of the 
village. Although Smedbol’s letter to 
council mentioned the possibility of 
selling the land to raise money, Burns 
later said that hadn’t been discussed 
with the society membership and was 
not a firm proposal. At the moment, 
the SVCCS wants  “to see if there’s 
willingness to partner with us.

“We’re hardworking volunteers but 

we’re lousy grant getters, so we want 
to partner with someone who’s good 
at that.”

A sketch of the proposed pool shows 
that it is modelled on a Sinixt pit house, 
with a round, 60-foot diameter building 
and a 48-foot pool. The pool could be 
built on the society’s land, or it could 
be at the Wellness Centre, on the east 
side where the playground used to be. 
As there is no public swimming pool in 
the Slocan Valley, the society believes 
the pool would draw swimmers and 
aquacizers from the region, not just 
Slocan. The SVCCS AGM is on January 
5 at the WE Graham school library.

submitted
Want to join the folks from the 

Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society and 
keep the rail trail groomed and track-set 
this winter? Interested in going for long 
drives in a straight line at any time of 
the day or night? On Sunday, December 
20 there’ll be a grooming training day 
taking place at the Winlaw Station to 
show you how it’s done. 

At this training day, all aspects of 
what’s required will be discussed. If time 
allows there will be some field training as 
well. Snowmobile experience is an asset. 
This year the society has added a second 

Rail trail grooming day coming up 
grader to their operations (thanks to a 
grant from Columbia Basin Trust) which 
they hope will help make for a smoother, 
more durable surface throughout the 
skiing season. 

The society grooms the entire 
50+ km length of the rail trail from 
South Slocan to the Village of Slocan. 
Grooming takes place as needed and a 
good pool of volunteer helpers is key to 
keeping the trail ready to be used. 

Want to help but don’t want to run 
the snowmobile? The society is also 
looking for volunteers to help keep 
road crossings open. This means being 

available to shovel out crossings after 
a snowfall or when the main roadways 
have been plowed. 

Although highways crews do their 
best to minimize snow banks, there’s 
always some digging that is required. 
Keeping these open makes it possible for 
grooming to take place as well as safer 
for skiers when entering or exiting the 
trail at a crossing point. 

If you want to help, call Brian at 
359-7740, Rory at 355-2397 or Craig at 
226-7312 or 226-0008. 

South Slocan woman 
dies in collision

A young woman from the South 
Slocan area was killed in a head-on 
collision in the Beasley bluffs area on 
Hwy 3A just south of Baylen Road 
in Nelson. The accident occurred on 
December 10. RCMP and Beasley Fire 
& Rescue responded at about 8:24 am.

Cassey-Amanda Hecker, 20 years 
old, succumbed to her injuries from the 
collision. She was driving and was the 
sole occupant of the car. Police report 
that their initial investigation indicates 
she lost control of the car while 
negotiating a sharp corner, entered the 
oncoming lane and collided with a van. 
The driver and sole occupant of the van 
suffered minor injuries.
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by Katrine Campbell
Nobody was counting, so no one 

knows for sure how many people 
showed up to Silverton’s third 
annual Christmas by the Lake, but 
co-organizer Armand Lange guesses 
about 1,400.

“We had no chance to count 
them, but guessing by the sold-out 
brats, the sold-out soup, the sold-out 
glühwein – a very rough estimate 
would be 1,400,” he said.

Many were from outside 
the area, Lange added; several 
accommodators reported bookings 

Attendance zooms at Christmas by the Lake
from Revelstoke, Rossland and 
Salmo from people who came 
specifically to attend Christmas by 
the Lake.

Outside, nine vendors braved 
the elements, while 21 more were 
inside the Silverton Gallery building. 
Everything from soup to soap was 
available, including Quebec maple 
syrup snow taffy.

For the first time, the host 
Silverton Community Club arranged 
for bus service from Nelson and 
Nakusp, but the number of passengers 
was “very disappointing,” Lange 

said. He thinks the good weather and 
clear roads may have induced more 
people to drive.

In addition to the shopping, food 
and fires, there was entertainment: 
storyteller Hank Hastings, choirs 
Voices of the Lake, the Nelson 
German Singing Group, and the 
Bosun Singers; bands the Invoices, 
Summit Strings, Leah and Michael 
and friends, the Slocan Community 
Band, Jill and Eric Faulks, and 
Cellista des Lacs.

Penelope Stuart waxes eloquent 
on the event: 

“The atmosphere was one of 
seasonal cheer as the tolling of 
the old school bell heralded the 
beginning of the third Christmas by 
the Lake December 4 – 6. The fun 
and fanfare of this European-styled 
event began as the Christmas village 

and trees were illuminated, the fires 
began to crackle and the sculptor 
commenced carving. To add to the 
ambiance, snow fell that morning, 
helping to create an impression of 
olde world character and charm 
within the Christmas Village. The 
wooden huts, each beautifully 
decorated in festive splendour, 
offered visitors tasty food and drink 
from both sides of the Atlantic.

“Children met with glee the 
popular ice slide and the wonderfully 
crafted wizard’s face, carved 
from a tree-trunk by Luc Vreys. 
Visitors were captivated by the 
beautifully sculpted ice figures 
fashioned by champion sculptors, 
Peter Vogelaar and David Ducharme. 
The blacksmiths, Jamie Barber 
and Chuck Burkholder, were also 
back this year, as was glass blower 

Christie McPhee while inside the 
Silverton Gallery Andrea Dupuis 
demonstrated candle making.

“There was much excitement 
for the children when Santa came 
to the Christmas Village along with 
the Gingerbread man, sharing his 
cookies. Even the Grinch could not 
keep away. Many of the children 
joined in the Christmas card and 
ornament workshop while their 
parents enjoyed the craft fair. 
The gallery also hosted Myles 
Berney’s show Streak and a number 
of paintings by the late Lorna 
Obermayr.”

The event was sponsored by the 
RDCK, Recreation Commission #6, 
BC Arts and Heritage and Columbia 
Basin Trust, with in-kind donations 
from Soup du Jar and Silverton 
Building Supplies.

the ice slide at Christmas by the Lake is always a big hit with the kids.
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310 6th Avenue, New Denver • 250-358-2178

Please call for 
holiday hours

For all your insurance 
needs

265-3631 • 1-800-665-6010

202 Broadway St. W. • Nakusp

Barton 
Insurance Brokers

Secret Garden Toys
wishes readers of the Valley Voice

a Safe and Happy Holiday!

Crazy Forts

Just add blankets 
for endless fun!

Loads of 
Playmobil...

Hydraulic Machines
Science 
without 
friction!

Games, Games, 
Games...

Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday 9:30 - 5:30
Sundays 11:00 - 4:00

Extended Holiday Hours
beginning December 16
455 Ward St. Nelson
250-352-9114

by Katrine Campbell
Two people from New Denver/

Silverton will carry the Olympic 

Deb Hicks and Valdis Vilks to carry Olympic Flame in Cross-canada Torch Relay
torch in the cross-Canada relay next 
month.

Deb Hicks, who lives between 

the two villages, and Valdis Vilks 
from New Denver will take part 
in the relay January 24. Hicks is 
scheduled to run in Genelle, Vilks 
in Trail. 

Each will run 300 metres, 
carrying the 1.6-kg torch, which is 
made of stainless steel, aluminum 

and sheet moulding compound. 
The flame, which will burn 12 to 15 
minutes, is fed by a blend of propane, 
isobutane and hydrocarbons. 

Vilks entered the contest 
sponsored by Coca-Cola and his 
single entry won him the spot – much 
to the surprise of his wife Anita 

Dumins, who entered more than 100 
times. He deserves it, though, she 
says, as he had a quintuple bypass 
in March. 

Hicks, on the other hand, had 
to write an essay for the Royal 
Bank of Canada-sponsored contest. 
Her topic was the six Rs – reduce, 
reuse, recycle, repair, re-wear and 
rejoice. She wrote about composting, 
following the 100-mile diet, and 
passing down unwanted items to 
other people.

Torch relay runners are given 
a uniform consisting of a jacket, 
pullover pants, toque and mittens, 
all in white (except for the red mitts) 
with colour accents on the left arm 
and reflective elements for low-light 
condition.

January 24 is a Sunday, so 
anyone wanting to see the relay can 
head south and cheer on Vilks and 
Hicks.

Burton Seniors 
invite all to 
their events
submitted

The Burton Seniors annual 
Christmas dinner was held Thursday 
evening, December 11. A wonderful 
turkey and ham dinner with all the 
trimmings, cooked by Ann Volanski, 
served 64 members. The meal was 
delicious and was followed by 
desserts made by some members.

Short entertainment followed the 
dinner, with singing and skits and 
jokes. Pictures were taken by Gale 
Detta before the meal. 

Everyone enjoyed the evening, 
visiting with neighbours and friends.

We have a very active group with 
about 80 members. Our new officers 
are Ray Blanchette, president; Ann 
Matchett, vice-president; Harry May, 
secretary; Linda Harrop, treasurer; 
and directors Carol Blanchett, 
Gwen Collins, Dora Brown, Eileen 
Townsend, Shirley Neuls and 
Herb Dumont. Brenda May is our 
membership co-ordinater. Our new 
officers will begin in January.

We are playing crib again this 
year and will have a fundraiser 
later on in the winter. Potlucks are 
held the fourth Thursday evening 
of each month at 6 pm. Everyone is 
welcome, member or not. We love 
community get togethers. Come 
and join us.
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May the Blessings and Joy of 
the Christmas season be with 

you thoughout the coming year.
Box Lake Lumber Products Ltd. • Nakusp, BC

by Katrine Campbell
It’s not possible to eat seafood on 

the 100-mile diet, but the Fisherman’s 
Market in Nelson will help you come 
as close as possible.

Adam Pearl and Geoff Austin work 
four months of the year as fishermen 
on the coast; the rest of the time, they 
run the Fisherman’s Market, offering 
top-quality fish and other seafood to 
residents of the Kootenays.

Now, they’re expanding the 
business to offer home delivery at 
wholesale prices to residents of the loop 
between Nelson, Kaslo, New Denver 
and the Slocan Valley. 

“The minimum order is $100,” 
says Pearl, but to get the service going 
“we can go lower if need be.”

Fresh seafood delivery service starts up in the area 
The bulk packs are individually 

made up for each customer, with their 
choice of seafood and portion sizes 
– single, couples, or families. Each 
portion is vacuum-packed to maintain 
freshness.

Pearl estimates that a bulk pack 
worth $100 would cost 15 to 20 percent 
less than buying the same food in 
smaller portions; a $200 pack would 
be 25 to 35 percent cheaper. 

“We’re going to be charging a 
$5 delivery fee but to get this up and 
running, we’ll be doing it for free,” 
he adds.

Customers are invited to contact the 
market, and will be sent an order form. 
Then, they call in their order, and the 
staff will give them an account number 

and search out the best wholesale price 
they can find.

“I get back to the customer with 
the amount,” says Pearl, “and they can 
say ‘yea’ or ‘nay’ – they’re not obliged 
to buy it.”

The Fisherman’s Market has been 
in business for seven years. “We started 
our quest to sell fish in the Kootenays 
in New Denver for a few months, then 
settled in Nelson. We’re commercial 
fishermen; with our expertise, we want 
to fill everybody’s seafood needs in the 
Kootenays.

“That’s our goal. We see no reason 
people wouldn’t want to buy all their 
seafood from us, based on price, quality 
and service.

“We’re going to do our damnedest 
to see they do that.”

Pearl notes that the Fisherman’s 
Market never brings in farmed salmon, 
and knows exactly where the fish comes 
from and how it was caught. Although 
there are other vendors covering the 
area, he says he will beat their quality 
and “I’ll be here to back it up.

“I’ve got a store and I’ve got 
inventory. People can call me and I 
will resolve any problems right away.”

Geoff austin and adam Pearl of Fisherman’s Market in Nelson are now 
delivering fresh seafood to the Slocan Valley and kaslo areas.
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• Unique Gifts •
Over 70 Local Contributors

Happy Holidays & Thank You 
for your Support

Continuing Winter Hours

10 to 5 Tuesday thru Saturday

Open Christmas Eve until 6

Closed Xmas and Boxing Day

Landmark 
Bakery

Merry Christmas from the staff at 
Landmark Bakery and a happy 

New Year to all!
Closed Dec 24 - Jan 3

Where every customer counts

Season’s Greetings

Eric’s Meat Market 
& Deli

Fresh
Turkeys and
Hams

Party Trays

Kaslo, BC
250-353-2436

submitted by coaches Scott Rookes 
and Susan Yurychuk

The Lucerne senior  gir ls 
volleyball team had a very successful 
year this season, winning the majority 
of their matches in the regular season, 
and going to the finals in the West 
Kootenay zone playoffs for single A 
schools. They lost in the finals to Mt. 
Sentinel, the #1 team in the province, 

Lucerne volleyball teams have great season
but had fun anyways. They worked 
very hard this year, training many 
mornings and evenings to get to a 
whole new level of play.

The Lucerne senior  boys 
volleyball team also had a good year, 
winning most tournaments throughout 
the regular season, and playing in the 
zone finals in Sparwood. They were 
the only representatives from the 

West Kootenays, facing off against 
Sparwood and Elkford in the finals.

The junior girls team played 
27 games in four tournaments this 
season. The eight players included 
four from grade 6, one from grade 
8, two from grade 9 and one from 
grade 12.

“What a great bunch of athletes,” 
commented their coach, Susan 
Yurychuk. “They were a privilege 
to coach – they showed commitment 
and heart. Keep your eye on us over 
the next few years.”
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts & Crafts

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

New clothing from Leopards and Roses
Ezzio felt hats and sweaters from Ecuador
Wool coats from Guatemala (new designs)

GOOD STUFF for Christmas!

Season’s 
Greetings from 
Dennis, Tammy 

& Staff

1007 Highway 23
Nakusp, BC

250-265-4577

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
Will Argenta and Johnson’s Landing 

residents pay into the Kaslo and District 
Public Library service? We will have to 
wait until January to find out.

The bylaw to include the two 
communities in the library service was 
expected to have been adopted at the 
December 10 RDCK board meeting, but 
it wasn’t. There was enough opposition 
from Johnson’s Landing residents to 
prompt Area D Director Andy Shadrack 
to defer the issue to the January board 
meeting. Shadrack has set up a meeting 
in Johnson’s Landing for January 4 so 
that he can hear the residents’ concerns 
before the bylaw comes up again around 
the board table on January 28.

The ‘alternative approval process’ 
(AAP) was used to seek consent of the 
residents to expand the library’s service 
area. The AAP is a cheaper alternative 
to a referendum. The local government 
places an advertisement in a local paper 
that explains the proposal – as well 
as the opportunity for constituents to 
register their opposition to the proposal 
by submitting an ‘elector response form.’ 
If 10% of the electors submit the form 
registering their opposition, the proposal 
cannot go through.

In this case, voters in Argenta and 
Johnson’s Landing, plus the communities 
that already pay into the library service 
(Kaslo and the portion of Area D from 
Coffee Creek north to Schroeder Point) 
were given the opportunity to register 
their dissent to the expansion of the 
library service. It was determined that 
the number of electors in the subject area 
was 1514, so 151 elector response forms 
would be necessary to kill the expansion 
proposal.

The RDCK received 23 electoral 
response forms. Five of them were 
rejected because they were signed by 
people who are not on the voters’ list. 
So, with only 18 forms received (or 
even with all 23 for that matter), the 
RDCK board could have voted to adopt 
the bylaw to expand the library service.

However, most of the forms were 
submitted by Johnson’s Landing 
residents, so Shadrack decided he 
would like to meet with them before he 
proceeds any further with the bylaw that 
would expand the service.

Gerry Rogers, the Johnson’s 
Landing resident who made sure others 
in the community knew about the 
proposal and the opportunity to oppose it, 
explained the community’s concerns in a 
telephone interview. He said people feel 
the AAP should have included Argenta 
and Johnson’s Landing residents only. 
He points out that people already paying 
into the service would have no reason to 
oppose the expansion proposal. In fact, 
the expansion would be advantageous 
for them, as illustrated in a statement 
in the advertisement: “It is intended 
that inclusion of these areas [Argenta 
and Johnson’s Landing] will generate 
additional funds for use by the Kaslo 
& District Public Library in providing 
library services to the greater service 
area.”

When the greater community is 
included, the number of people it takes 
to shoot down the proposal is 151 – 
more than the population of Johnson’s 
Landing. “We were confronted with 
a situation where it was impossible to 
win,” said Rogers.

The other concern, he said, has 
to do with the Argenta Library, which 
is not currently part of the provincial 
library system. The Argenta Library 

Opposition from Johnson’s Landing stalls Kaslo library service area expansion
operates on a grant from the RDCK 
and private donations, and is run by 
volunteers. An email from Shadrack 
to a Johnson’s Landing resident states, 
“Kaslo & District Public Library has 
agreed to find ways over time of trying 
to incorporate Argenta Library and its 
holdings.” Rogers pointed out that this 
could have further tax implications for 
residents. However, the Argenta Library 
is not mentioned in the advertisement 
explaining the expansion proposal. 
“How can we make an informed decision 
when the Argenta Library issue is 
unclear?” asked Rogers. “It would be 

nice to know the merits of joining the 
library.”

Rogers says he thinks people in 
Argenta are in favour of joining the 
Kaslo Library service area because 
they would like to see their library 
become part of the provincial system. He 
wonders if they realize that the current 
expansion proposal does not deal with 
this issue. 

Gary Schell, volunteer at the Argenta 
Library, confirmed that the possibility of 
becoming a branch of the Kaslo Library 
is in the conceptual stage at this time.

The residential tax rate for the Kaslo 

& District Public Library service in 
2010 is proposed at 10 cents per $1,000 
of assessed property value. With the 

expanded area, this would raise $43,640 
for the library; with the current area, 
$39,970 would be raised.
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Seasons Greetings 
from Gail Bauman 

and Andy Shadrack to 
those in our extended 

community who 
celebrate Hanukkah, 

Winter Solstice, the birth 
of Jesus Christ, Eid 

ul-Adha, Martyrdom of 
Younger Sahibzadas and 
wishing you all the best 

of outcomes in 2010.

Holiday Hours:
Office Closed December 19 – January 4

Office Reopens 11:00 am, January 5

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
• Elections were held for chair and 

vice chair of the board for 2010. Director 
Gary Wright (New Denver) was re-
elected chair by acclamation. Director 
John Kettle (Area B – rural Creston) was 
re-elected vice chair in a vote between 
he and Director John Dooley (Nelson). 

• The board will ask BC Transit 
to extend the current contracts for the 
five transit services in the area for 
one year, until March 31, 2011, in 
order for the transit review currently 
being conducted to be finalized. Transit 
service is available in Nelson and area, 
Nakusp, Nelson/Slocan Valley, Kaslo 
and Kootenay Lake West, and Creston.

• A joint funding application for $5 
million was approved for a Kootenay 
Wildfire Protection Program, including 
the RDCK, and the Regional Districts of 
Kootenay Boundary and East Kootenay.

• The board is moving forward with 
creating a pooled fund for economic 
development projects within the 

RDCK board, November 26 and December 10
regional district. Staff will prepare a 
Memorandum of Understanding for the 
fund, to be signed by interested directors.

• The board endorsed a set of 
guidelines for the disbursement of 
discretionary grants. Some of these 
guidelines were as follows. Discretionary 
grants will not be provided to individuals 
or ‘for profit’ entities. They will not be 
used to offset taxation or to duplicate 
services that are the responsibility of 
another level of government. Applicants 
are asked to contact their Area director 
before completing the application. 
Recipients of grants over $2,500 must 
complete a financial report at the end 
of the project. Grants over $5,000 are 
subject to a 20% holdback.

• Two changes were made to the 
reporting requirements for organizations 
receiving CBT Community Initiatives 
funding, which is administered by the 
RDCK. First, the deadline for receipt of 
the reports was changed from December 
31 in the year funds are granted to 

June 30 of the following year. Second, 
organizations that do not submit a final 
report are not eligible for further CBT 
grants until the final report has been 
received and the project completed.

• The board endorsed the expenditure 
of $110,000 for the development of the 
Integrated Community Sustainability 
Plan. This funding will come from the 
pooled Community Works Fund (gas 
tax funding).

• Staff will submit an Agricultural 
Planning Grant application to look at 
planning for agricultural land in the 
district.

• Two recommendations made in a 
July 20 report by the Select Committee 
on Services, which was chaired by 
Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling, 
were endorsed by the board. Before 
creating a new service or expanding an 
existing one, a detailed business plan 
will now have to be submitted. Also, 
district staff will meet regularly with 
staff at municipal offices throughout 
the RDCK to develop ways to share 
services, such as building inspection, 
planning, information systems and 
bylaw enforcement.

• The board chair, General Affairs 
Committee chair, Chief Administrative 
Officer and General Manager of 
Corporate Administration were asked to 
draft Terms of Reference for conducting 
an efficiency review of the operations of 
the RDCK.

• Staff was asked to prepare an 
amendment to the zoning bylaw to 
permit accessory buildings to be larger 
in overall area than the principal use 
residence in the Country Residential (R2) 
and Rural Residential (R3) designations.

• Grant applications under the 
RDCK’s Community Works Fund 
Program can be for no less than $5,000.

Area D
• The Kootenay Lake and Lardeau 

Valley OCP bylaw was given first 
reading and referred to a public hearing.

• Adoption of Bylaw 2078, which 
would expand the Kaslo Public Library 
Service area to include Argenta and 
Johnson’s Landing, was deferred to the 
January meeting.

• Funding of $30,000 was approved 
for a Point of Entry/Point of Use water 

treatment system in Fletcher Creek. This 
comes from the Area D gas tax funding.

• The Kaslo and Area Regional 
Facilities, Recreation and Parks Service 
bylaw was amended to increase the 
total number of tax dollars that can 
be collected to fund the service. The 
maximum funding for the service is 
$253,600 or $0.60/$1,000 of the assessed 
taxable value of all properties in the 
service area, whichever is greater.

The following commissioners were 
appointed for terms ending December 
31, 2011: Julie Davies, Dawn Lang, 
Mark Healy, Cynthia Davidson, Osa 
Thatcher.

•  The  His tor ic  Ainswor th 
Wharf Regional Park Commission 
Establishment Bylaw was adopted. 
The commission will manage the park, 
and will consist of seven volunteer 
commissioners. The following people 
were appointed to the commission for 
terms ending December 31, 2011, based 
on recommendations from the Area 
D Director: Cynthia Davidson, Kirby 
Hawes, Pat Morley, Val Woodmass, Joe 
Hawes, Norm Mackie, Glenn Weber.

• The following people were 
appointed to the Glacier Creek Regional 
Park Commission for terms ending 
December 31, 2011: Marlene Wiens, 
Kelly Abey, Marlene Thiessen.

• The board was asked to comment 
on an application to the Province (ILMB) 
from Nelson-based Dave Weinrauch & 
Sons Trucking Ltd. to change a surface 
mineral lease on a 14-ha property in 
Area D to fee simple title. The board 
will advise ILMB that it is opposed to 
the transfer, as it believes the residents 
of the property should be given the first 
opportunity for such a transfer. The 
board will also advise ILMB that it has 
reservations about the precedence of 
such transfers and the implications on 
development activities in the RDCK.

Area H
• The board approved $10,000 for 

the Village of Slocan for a study on the 
development of a community hydro 
project on Springer Creek. The $10,000 
comes out of the RDCK renewable 
energy fund.

• The moratorium of crown lands in 
Sandon was lifted. The board had placed 

a moratorium while it was investigating 
a regional park for the community. 
Because a costly survey of the townsite 
would have been necessary, the board 
decided not to proceed with the regional 
park concept for Sandon.

• The Rosebery Parklands and Trails 
Commission submitted a proposed 
budget of $4,500 to be considered for the 
2010 budget. Appointments were made: 
Michael Koolen (Slocan); Jeff Bustard, 
Michael Dorsey (Area H).

• The Winlaw Regional & Nature 
Park commission submitted a proposed 
2010 budget of $7,000.

• Recreation Commission No. 6 
grants were approved for Community 
Gamers Group ($1,000); Hidden Garden 
Gallery Society ($630); New Denver 
Mountain Bike Club ($2,400); New 
Denver Reading Centre ($1,000); 
Silverton Dart League ($575); Slocan 
Lake Arena Society ($300); North Valley 
Mountain Film Festival ($700); Valhalla 
Community Choir ($1,000); Silverton 
Community Club ($1,000).

Appointments were made, as 
follows: Kevin Murphy (alternate 
Katrine Campbell) representing New 
Denver; Leah Main (alternate Carol Bell) 
representing Silverton.

• The agreement between New 
Denver and the RDCK for fire protection 
services to a portion of Area H will be 
signed for the period January 1, 2010 to 
December 31, 2014.

• Slocan and Valley South Regional 
Parks and Recreation Commission 
appointments were made: Madeleine 
Perriere, Stacey Kabatoff, Joe Chernoff.

• Appointments were made to the 
Slocan Valley Economic Development 
Commission: Bill Roberts (New 
Denver); Pat Ashton (Slocan); Ryan 
Butler (Silverton); Walter Swetlishoff, 
Dustin Demontigny, John Ludwar, Tim 
Sander (Area H).

• Three Area H appointments to 
the Winlaw Regional Nature Park 
Commission were made: Tom Bradley, 
Lois Lawrence and Joanne Chatten.

Area K
• Recreation Commission No. 4 

grants were approved for the Nakusp 
Ski Club ($1,500); Music in the Park 
($1,500); Summit Lake Racers ($3,000); 
Nakusp Ambassador Committee ($250).

• The Area K OCP was adopted.
• An agreement between the Village 

of Nakusp and the RDCK will be signed 
for fire protection services within a 
portion of Area K.

306 Broadway  265-3635

Serving the Arrow Lakes & Slocan Valley since 1975

Selkirk Realty

Season’s 
Greetings 
from Ken, 
Marilyn, 
Tammy, 

Gord, Kelly, 
Janice, 
Paula & 

Lee-Anne.
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from all of us at 

the Kaslo Pump
Holiday Hours:
Closed - Christmas Day
Christmas Eve - closed 

at 4 pm
Regular Hours Otherwise:
Every day 6 am to 9 pm

OPEN TILL 10 pm 
FRIDAYS!

6410 Highway 31 • 353-2533

We will be closed from 
Dec. 24 - Jan. 5    

Open in the New Year…
Wednesday, Jan. 6    

Hours: Tues. – Fri. 9 - 5
Sat. 9 - 4:30

6336 Hwy 31 • Kaslo, BC

& Happy 
New Year

        Natural Food Store
“More than just a health food store”

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
From Russ, Leona & staff at Cornucopia,

Holiday hours
 Dec 24 – 9-4 • Dec 25, 26, 27 – Closed
 Jan 1 – Closed 

Thanks to our 
customers and wishing 

everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season

Open 9 - 1 on Dec 24, Closed Dec 25 – 28
Open 9 - 2 on Dec 31, Closed Jan 1

405 Front St., Kaslo, BC
Ph.:(250)353-7633 • Fax: (250)353-7355

From Kim, Denise, Mark, 
Paul, Lisa, Norm & Brody

Closed Dec. 25-28

Wishing all the best to you and yours this holiday season
                           – Ruth, Tom, Beatrice and Jackie

Holiday Hours:
Open Mon-Sat, 

10:00 am-5:30 pm
Closed Christmas, 
Boxing and New 

Year’s Day

408 Front St. Kaslo 250-353-2566 1-866-706-2566

COMMUNITY

submitted
Despite the economic crash and 

the cutback in many resource-based 
industries, Roca Mines Inc. has just 
announced that it intends to add to the 
mine life and long-term value of the 
MAX Molybdenum Mine “through 
graduated expansion of the operation 
and systematic exploration to test newly 
developed drill targets.”

The mine’s fiscal report, released 
December 8, showed that for the year 
ending August 31, there was revenue of 
$26 million on the sale of 2.36 million 
lbs. of molybdenum. The operating cash 
flow was $8.7 million, or 10¢ a share.  

MAX mine plans to double production
“Roca continues to move toward its 

planned 1,000 tonnes per day production 
expansion to extend the mine life 
significantly. An exploration program has 
been developed to test high-grade priority 
targets that were recently identified 
close to existing mine development and 
for larger-scale porphyry targets below 
MAX, evidence for which continues to 
be evaluated and tested.”

The company says it has maintained 
operations at the Trout Lake mine, so 
it can quickly benefit from metal price 
rises. It has used operating cash flows to 
improve infrastructure in the mine, the 
mill and the tailings facilities, all while it 
remained debt-free.

Roca says it can now store waste 
rock in underground stopes so it won’t 
need to expand the surface waste rock 

stockpile. In addition, the mill and 
concentrator will be expanded without 
increasing the footprint of the plant 
site. Production can be doubled without 
altering the operation’s footprint.

Roca has applied for a permit 
amendment to add about one hectare 
to the tailings facility, involving the 
downstream portion of the tailings dams. 

The expansion plan has recently 

received notice from the BC 
Environmental Assessment Office ( 
EAO) that the project application can 
proceed to review by the BC Ministry of 
Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resource. 
At a meeting of the West Kootenay 
Mine Development Review Committee 
in early December Roca will present its 
detailed plans for the expansion to a 1,000 
tpd operation.

 

Kaslo’s Kelley Humphries 
receives Award 
submitted

Kelley Humphries of Kaslo is at 
Mount Allison University in Sackville, 
New Brunswick this year. She was 
awarded one of the university’s most 
prestigious entrance scholarships, a Bell 
Achievement Award.The scholarship 
is valued at $36,000 over four years 
and was awarded to Humphries 
because of her strong academic ability, 
leadership potential, good citizenship, 
and commitment to volunteer work, 
extracurricular activities, and work 
experience.“I was very excited to find 
out I was chosen for a Bell Achievement 
Award,” says Humphries, who is exploring 
a range of disciplines at Mount Allison.
In high school, Humphries enjoyed 
both sports and the arts, participating 
in basketball, volleyball, and soccer, as 
well as all of the drama productions from 
grades 8-12. She also volunteered her 
time with a community children’s theatre 
program, the Social Justice Program, and 
at the local library.At Mount Allison, she’s 
involved in Leadership Mount Allison, the 
Sackville Coalition for Social Justice, and 
is the eco-rep for Edwards House.She also 
keeps busy volunteering with UNICEF, 
Eco-Action, and the Salvation Army.

Kelley is the daughter of Tom and 
Georgie Humphries of Kaslo.
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and best holiday wishes

from all of us at

Slocan Village Market

Groceries, Fresh Produce, Organic 
Foods, In-Store Deli & Bakery, Fresh Daily 

Meat, Agency Liquor, Lotto
Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Xmas Hours: Dec. 24 – 9 am - 8 pm
Dec. 25 - 26 – closed

Open Jan. 1 – Noon - 6 pm
Slocan, BC • ph: 355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

EarthSpirit
Amazing Crystals  • 

Inspiring Books • 
Cards • Magazines • 

Incense • Calendars • 
CD’s • Video Rentals 

•And More

Winlaw 226-7265

from Walter Popoff,
Director, Area “H,”

RDCK

submitted
Sixteen students at New Denver’s 

Lucerne School participated in the 
Royal Canadian Legion’s annual 
Remembrance Day poster competition. 
Students could enter a piece of artwork in 
colour or black and white which depicted 
what Remembrance Day means to 
them. The entries were submitted to the 
Legion’s Branch 276 Slocan Valley and, 

Lucerne School students win Legion Remembrance Day poster contest
as Lucerne was the only school to enter 
the competition from the whole valley, 
there were lots of winners!

On December 2, the Legion’s John 
Gates presented certificates to all 16 
participants and the winners received 
prize cheques. Four posters have been 
passed on to Zone in Trail for the next 
stage of the judging for this national 
contest. Congratulations to first place 

winners Matthew Driedger (primary); 
Quade Nicholson-Chodat (junior); Ethan 
Grierson (intermediate); Ryan Pownall 
(senior).

Second place winners were: Jude 
Nicholson-Chodat and Arturs Vilks; 
third place winners were Kell Wictorin 
and Victors Vilks. The school will 
receive a Poppy Appreciation Certificate 
for encouraging students to enter the 
contest. 

CORRECTION
In an article entitled ‘WiFi service in 

New Denver area raises health concerns’ 
in our July 29 issue, we incorrectly 
described the Columbia Wireless 
system as “WiFi.” “WiFi” refers to the 
technology used in wireless routers, 
which are used in homes and businesses 
to enable a wireless internet connection. 
Neither Columbia Wireless nor Red 
Mountain Internet Society use wireless 
routers to send signals to their clients. 
These local wireless internet service 
providers use point-to-point systems, 
which emit much lower electromagnetic 
and radio frequency radiation than do 
wireless routers.

We apologize for any misconceptions 
about these local systems our article may 
have caused. 

Experts advise that subscribers to 
these point-to-point systems use a wired 
connection from the antenna or receiver 
dish to the computer as the optimum 
means of protecting health.
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ATTENTION LOCAL 
SUPPPLIERS AND MILLERS

VILLAGE OF 
NAKUSP

EMERGENCY SERVICES BUILDING
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The Village of Nakusp will be undertaking the construction of 
a new Emergency Services building (construction will start in 
March 2010 or earlier for components)

We are inviting proposals from local suppliers, manufacturers 
and wood millers for the supply of materials and components 
for the proposed building.

The project will follow “BC Wood Champion guides” and 
therefore will use wood for the major structural and architectural 
components.

If you are a local miller for example, we invite you to provide a 
portfolio of products and services you can provide, what your 
limitations are, and your rates.  Suppliers can provide a list of 
materials and prices for framing, finishing, doors, windows, 
plumbing, electrical, etc.

Equipment companies can provide rate sheets for machinery 
and operators.

Where ever possible (through the bid process), the Village 
will use local labor and material.  We also invite laborers or 
other who are interested in a carpentry apprentice program to 
contact the Selkirk College as this project will be collaborating 
with them for training component on site and in class.

Architectural and engineering drawings are being requested 
by February 1, 2010, we will be ordering material immediately 
there after, or sooner where possible to comply with the 
schedule that must be followed.

*Submissions must be received before January 15, 2010.

Please contact Bob Lafleur, CAO, at 250-265-3689 for 
additional information.

Wishing everyone 
a Joy Filled 

Holiday 
Season

Christmas hours:
Nakusp Glass will be 

closed from Dec 18-Jan 3.  
Reopening with 

regular hours on Jan 4

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

Closed December 25 - 28
Open December 29 - 31 • 9 am to 4 pm

Closed January 1 - 4
Open January 5  Regular hours

Happy Holidays 
from the staff 

Open: Sunday, Dec. 20, 11 am - 3 pm
Dec. 24 • 9 am - 5:30 pm

Closed: Dec. 25 - 27
Dec. 28 - 31 • 9 am - 5:30 pm

Closed: January 1

416 Broadway • Nakusp, BC • 265-3644

Building a 
house with 
local, natural 
materials
by Jan McMurray

The 100-Mile concept – to 
source goods from not further away 
than 100 miles – is really catching 
on. It started with the 100-Mile diet, 
and has taken off to include the 100-
Mile closet and 100-Mile housing.

On a portion of the historic 
Harris Ranch property in between 
New Denver and Silverton, there 
is an example of a house that pretty 
much meets the 100-Mile criteria.

“Ninety percent of the basic 
materials for the house are local,” 
said Cole Harris, who owns the 
house and property. 

The basic materials are wood, 
waste wood, clay, sand and straw.

When Harris realized that there 
were local people who could build 
a house with these natural and local 
materials, he decided to hire them to 
help him build a guest house. 

“It’s truly an unusual combination 
of skills these local people have, and 
I thought I should pounce on the 
opportunity,” said Harris. “I’m so 
glad I did – building this house has 
been an enormous amount of fun.”

The house is wood-frame 
construction with clay walls, finished 
with plaster on both the interior and 
the exterior. 

The wood comes from trees from 
the Harris property, milled on site 
with a local portable mill, and from 
Springer Creek Forest Products in 
Slocan. 

The walls are made of a mixture 
of clay and waste wood. The finishing 
plaster is made of a mixture of clay, 
sand and straw. The clay and waste 
wood are from Nakusp, the sand is 
from New Denver, and the straw 
was purchased at Evergreen Natural 
Foods in Crescent Valley.

The building team included 
Norbert Duerichen from New 
Denver, who has experience 
building with clay, and Cindy Walker 
from Red Mountain Road, who is 
“probably the most skilled old-style 
plasterer in BC,” according to Harris. 
Walker trained Ana Bokstrom, who 
currently lives in the house, to help 
her with the plastering. 

Not only are the clay walls 
environmentally friendly, but they 
also provide excellent insulation. 
“The clay walls absorb the heat 
and hold it for a long time,” says 
Bokstrom. 

She explained that there was no 
vapour barrier in the house. “The 
clay walls allow the house to breathe. 
They allow air and moisture to pass 
through, but not water.” 

The house is off the grid – it is 
heated with a wood cookstove, and is 
equipped with a solar system to run 
lights and small electrical appliances. 
The system was installed by Oso 
Renewable Energy, based in Hills.

The building inspector has 
approved the house. “It doesn’t 
conform to the letter of the building 
code, but it conforms to the intent,” 
said Harris. “Engineers had to sign 
off on it.”

Duerichen and Bokstrom are 
now creating a workbook to help 
others build with clay.
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Kaslo & District 
Community 
Forest Update: 
August to November, 
2009
Long Range Planning 
Project - Public Meeting 
on Jan 14th

This project, supported by a 
grant from the Columbia Basin 
Trust - State of the Basin Initiative, 
has been a major undertaking for the 
KDCFS. A team of community and 
board members has met several times 
under the direction of our facilitators.   
They have developed a number of 
scenarios of what challenges and 
opportunities the future might hold 
for our Community Forest. To take 
the process further, we need to decide 
which scenario is the most likely 
to unfold. On Thursday, January 
14, 2010 all members of the public 
are invited to come discuss the 
future with our planning team, and 
decide which scenario we should be 
planning towards. 7:00 pm at JVH 
School.

Public Consultation:  
Open Houses and Field 
Trips

Being a community forest, 
and not just an industrial logging 
operation, the KDCFS puts extra 
importance on public consultation.  

    In the week of September 14th 
to 19th there were open houses and 
field trips to planned logging areas at 
South Fork and at Bjerkness Creek.

    On November 26th there was 
an open house from 2 to 8 pm.  Ideas 
our managers have for logging in 
2010 were mapped out and open 
for discussion. At 5 pm there was a 
presentation about Wildfire Interface 
proposals for land in the KDCFS 
tenure area. At 7 pm there was a 
presentation about the Long Range 
Planning Project.

     If you want to know more 
about our plans,  feel free to contact 
us.  Contact info is given below.

Prospects are finally 
improving!

In the last update, it was stated: 
“The timber market is currently very 
over-supplied.  So far we haven’t 
logged a single tree in 2009.” At that 
point it was looking like we might go 
the entire year without any logging 
income. I’m glad to say that things 
are starting to turn around.   We’ve 
recently signed contracts for the 
logging and sale of approximately 

$800,000 worth of timber.

2010 Development 
Work

Our goal has been to get two 
years ahead in laid-out timber. We 
plan to add another 22,000 m3 to our 
Standing Timber Inventory (STI)in 
2010. This will give us about 57,000 
m3 of STI - just over two year’s worth 
at our current Annual Allowable Cut 
of 25,000 m3. That amount of STI 
is an asset (and investment) worth 
over $300,000. We should be well 
placed with product when the market 
improves.

KDCFS Information
While you’re surfing the net, 

spend a few minutes checking out 
the Kaslo & District Community 
Forest Society website.  We’re 
always uploading the latest meeting 
minutes, financial reports, and 
planning maps.    Just go to www.
kaslocommunityforest.org    Look 
down the left side and along the top 
for menu items.   

Of course,  you can still contact 
us by  phone (250 353-9677) or mail 
us at  P.O. Box 1360, Kaslo, BC   
V0G 1M0

    Our office is located in 
the Kemball Memorial Building 
on the 2nd floor. Office hours are 
Wednesdays, 9:00 am to 4:30 pm 
(call to confirm).

COMMUNITY

JOB POSTING: ACCOUNTING CLERK
The Village of Nakusp has an opening, starting in January 2010 
for an Accounting Clerk. The primary function of this position is 
to assist the Treasurer with accounting and reporting functions 
and associated procedures.  

DESCRIPTION – Reporting to the Treasurer, the successful 
applicant will be expected to assist in annual budget 
preparation, year end audit facilitation and preparation, 
and the implementation of new and sophisticated VADIM 
accounting software programs to simplify accounting and 
reporting requirements. Bank reconciliation, property tax and 
utility processing, sales and accounting reports for different 
departments, and some reception duties.  A detailed resume 
can be obtained from the Village Office.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS INCLUDE – 

• High School Matriculation Diploma supplemented with UT’s 
in an accounting or business discipline, 

• Minimum 2nd year CA or CGA status or (or equivalent),  
• Minimum one year experience in a Municipal Finance or 

Treasury setting, 
• Working knowledge of Municipal accounting and budgeting 

practices, 
• Working knowledge of the VADIM Municipal Accounting 

Software program, 
• Knowledge of the Community Charter and Local Government 

Act as it relates to the accounting and budgeting practices 
of Municipal Government.

RATE OF PAY – As this is a new CUPE position, the proposed 
pay rate of pay is $22.47/hr. as of December, 2009

Applications will be received by Bob Lafleur, CAO until 
December 31, 2009 at 4:30 PM

 PO BOX 280, Nakusp BC  V0G 1R0
We thank all who apply however - Only those chosen for 

interviews will be notified.

Village of
Nakusp

Arrowtarian Rotary Villa

OPEN HOUSE
December 18 & 19 

1-4 pm
Rental Suites (55+) available
                   in our
         NEW BUILDING!
            206-7th Ave
            Nakusp, BC
250-265-3370 (9 am - noon) 
arrowtarian@nakusp.net

Music Special Orders Welcome
Now Open Sunday

Your Best Source for Used 
Books and New and Used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. Nelson 354-4722

these Nakusp & district Volunteer Fire department members were presented with ten-year Length of Service awards by 
Mayor hamling at the brigade’s annual Christmas dinner at the kuskanax on december 12. Back row, L to r: didace Wilcott, 

Lawrence Crowe, Bill regner, reg Gustafson, richard Cann, harry anderson, terry Warren. Front: helmut klughammer.
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Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC  1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345

For Clients Who Appreciate...
Serious Planning... Serious Advice...

Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP  
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA 

Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with 

Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

Susan L. Yurychuk • 16 Years Experience

250-358-6804
www.smarthealth.usana.com

By Appointment Only • New Denver

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Create your 
own charitable 
foundation

December is traditionally known 
as a month of giving. Many people 
give presents to family and friends 
but it is also a time we may focus 
on giving to our favourite charities. 
Certainly charities such as the food 
bank, Salvation Army and your church 
become very visible at this time of 
year. There are many ways to give to 
charities, ranging in complexity from 
simply giving cash to creating a bequest 
via your will and estate plan. But have 
you ever thought about setting up your 
own foundation?

A foundation is an entity that is 
created for the purpose of long term 
giving. A lump sum of your money 
is moved into the foundation with 
instructions on how it is to be managed, 
which charities are to receive the 
income, how much income should they 
receive and for how long. Traditionally 
the costs and complexities of setting up 
a private foundation meant that only 
large organizations and the very wealthy 
could participate. However, there are 
now very simple and very low cost ways 
to set up your own private foundation.

There are three reasons you would 
want to set up a private foundation as 
opposed to just giving money directly to 
your favourite charity. The first reason is 
that by setting up a foundation you are 
setting up a lasting legacy. You deposit a 
lump sum into your foundation account 
and your charity receives an income 
throughout your lifetime which can 
continue even after your passing.

The second reason is due to the 
flexibility and choice. The lump sum 
that you contribute to your foundation 
is then invested, allowing that lump sum 
to compound and grow. The investment 
choices are yours to make and can be 
changed at any time. You choose who 
receives the income from the foundation 
with the flexibility of being able to 
change this at any time. This is very 
different from simply giving a large 
lump sum directly to a charity since 
you lose control of what it is used for 
and how it is invested. Often people are 
afraid to donate a sizeable amount of 
their wealth to a charity for fear that the 
charity may change mandates to their 
dislike and they would not be able to get 
their money back. Setting up a personal 
foundation account alleviates these 
concerns since you never lose control 
of your initial deposit.

The third reason that this strategy 
works better than others is that you can 
receive all the tax credits now. If you 
choose to give to your charity each year 
for life you would receive a tax credit 
only on the annual contribution. When 
setting up a personal foundation you 
receive a tax credit on the lump sum 
deposited, not the income stream that the 
charity receives going forward. This also 
works well for donations you want to 
make after your death but for which you 
could benefit from the tax credits now. In 
both these situations you may find that 
you are in a high tax bracket now but 
will not be in the future. The tax credits 
could be used to offset your income in 
these years when you need it most. 

A personal foundation also 
maintains all the other benefits of 
planned giving strategies. Perhaps 
you have investments with a looming 
capital gain. These investments can be 
rolled over to this personal foundation 
account without having to deal with 
the tax consequences. Once invested 
the money is safe from creditors and 

any possible contesting of your will. 
The foundation can be created in any 
name allowing full confidentiality if you 
wish. You can have multiple donors to 
one foundation and therefore it can be 
created with contributions from a group 
of people. You can name successor 
donors allowing your children to take 
over the foundation, to continue your 
legacy after your passing.

One important feature of this type 
of personal foundation which differs 
from traditional charitable trusts is that 
there are no set up costs. Usually the 
traditional trusts will involve expensive 
legal and accounting fees. These new 
plans make it affordable for anyone 
to set up. 

The power of a personal foundation 
is simply amazing. If you would like to 
create a lasting legacy for a charity this 
holiday season, you should immediately 
talk to your financial planner. 

Collin Ludwar, B.Comm, CFP, is 
a Financial Planner with his company 
The Affolter Financial Group Inc. 
in Castlegar and Assante Financial 
Management Ltd.

Rotary
Minute

Nakusp Rotary 
enters 60th year

Fifty-nine years ago, the Rotary 
Club of Nelson saw fit to sponsor 
the formation of a Rotary Club in 
Nakusp.

On the 20th day of November, 
1950, the Rotary Club of Nakusp was 
chartered with 22 members. Fifty-
nine years later, one charter member 
remains. Charlie Horrey has recently 
returned to reside in the area, though 
no longer a member.

Over the years, the Rotary 
Anns (wives of Rotarians) have 
contributed significantly to the 
functioning of the club. 

A l is t  of  some projects , 
events and functions follows, in 
no particular order: Children’s 
playground in the park; Bridge over 
Kuskanax Creek to access the old 
hot springs pool; Winter Follies 
(snowmobile races and concession); 
Barn dance; Christmas nut drive; 
Food concessions at July 1st and 
Mud Bogs; Pancake breakfast for 
BC Beemers motorcycle club; Floats 
in July 1st and Christmas Light-
up parades; sponsor of Citizen 
of the Year; student exchange 
(23 inbound/23 outbound); two 
group study exchange members 
(Dave Bond, CIBC manager, to 

Japan and Dr. Norm Lea to Brazil); 
Community Carol Sing; Dinner 
Theatre; sponsoring body for the 
Arrowtarian Senior Citizens Society, 
which operates a 29-unit seniors 
residence – soon to be 43 units 
with the completion of the 14-unit 
phase 4.

These are only some of the more 
major club functions over the last 
59 years.
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Advertise your 
community event in 

the Valley Voice with a   
classified ad! 

CLASSIFIED ADS

• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, 
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, 
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED 
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER 

...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

eQUiPMeNt reNtaL

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CoNStrUCtioN • hoMe • GardeN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 
Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 

and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making, 

Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Spring & Summer Hours: 
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 

9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803

2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Meat CUttiNG

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

BakerY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals
H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 • 
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

Beautiful. Practical. Affordable.
429 Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-2257

Willow Home Gallery
Kitchen • Bed • Bath • Walls

with Kootenay Artisans

KOOTENAY RAISED CONTRACTING
Kaslo, BC

New Construction, Timber Framing, Renovations, 
Design, Outbuildings, Decks, Cabins, Eco-Friendly

Journeyman Carpenter • Call Today
250-353-2614

Customized cabinet solutions 
for the entire home: kitchen, 

bath and storage!
Free estimates and design 

consultation
Box 417 - New Denver  

250-358-2344

Quality 
design and 

local 
construction

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Nakusp 
Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973
DAVID WEATHERHEAD
Box 83, 848 Hwy 6, Nakusp

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

Hand & Soul Healing Centre
Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

heaLth

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

ANNOuNCEMENTS
PROMOTE THE SLOCAN VALLEY 
- If you enjoyed Christmas by the Lake 
go to christmasbythelake.ca and sign their 
guestbook. And I need your best event 
photos for our Photo Gallery and the 
2010 dates for any annual events you are 
planning. chamber@slocanlake.com.

AuTOMOTIVE
SCHOOL DISTRICT 10 has the following 
school bus for sale by sealed bid: 3139 - A 
1995 Bluebird All-American forward 
engine with a standard 5 speed split and an 
ISC 250 Cummins engine. 28 bench seats. 
There is a reserve of $ 2500.00 There is 
no guarantee inferred or offered with this 
bus. Mail or drop your sealed bid at the 
board office 96 6th Ave Nakusp BC by 1 
pm Dec 18, 2009. Bus may be viewed by 
contacting Andy Cruden at 250-265-3638 
#24 9 am to 2 pm.

BuSINESS OPPORTuNITIES
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca. 

CARDS OF THANKS
THANK YOU - On behalf of Dennis and 
myself I would like to thank the school 
district and maintenance staff, the high 
school – principals, students and band 
teachers – that have been so helpful in the 
past 23 years of Community Carol Sing. 
Many thanks to all the choirs and pianists 
past and present. Thanks to Rotary for 
sponsoring this event. Most of all a Huge 
Thanks to this wonderful community 
we are so fortunate to call home. The 

recognition I received Wed., Dec. 2 was 
totally overwhelming. I thank you from the 
bottom of my heart.

We wish you and yours a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New 
Year.

God Bless You All.
-Lenora Moorhouse

THE LUCERNE GRADS would love to 
thank everyone for their generous donations 
to the grad baskets. As well, the grads, 
businesses, friends and families involved 
would love the winners of the baskets to 
enjoy!
THANK YOU to the many volunteers, 
and the sponsors of Nakusp’s Christmas 
Parade & Light-Up: Columbia Basin 
Trust, Box Lake Lumber, Selkirk Inn, 
Kuskanax Lodge, True North Forestry, 
Home Hardware, Western Pacific Marine 
Ltd., Spiritwood Cards, Baubles & Tunes 
and Tamarack Signs & Designs.

CAREER OPPORTuNITIES
MASSAGE SCHOOL STARTS in 
JANUARY. Prepare for a well-paid/low-
stress career. No need to relocate! Home 
study plus hands-on monthly tutorials in 
Calgary. Already in massage? Affordable 
upgrade to 2200 hours. Call 1-866-491-
0574. www.mhvicarsschool.com.
CAREER OPPORTUNITY: Early 
Childhood Educator. Work in scenic New 
Denver with competitive wage rates. If you 
are passionate about working with children 
in a creative and supportive environment, 
please send resume and cover letter to 
SLELSBoard@gmail.com; or SLELS, Box 
466 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

COMING EVENTS
NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE at Silverton 
Memorial Hall with the Razzberry Rockets! 
Door Prizes. Midnight Lunch. Tickets $20 
available at Mountainberry Foods and 
Silverton Building Supplies.
THE KASLO TRAILBLAZERS 
SOCIETY are pleased to host our second 
Winter Solstice Celebration on December 
21 from 4 pm to 6 pm at the bridge picnic 
area. Light Up at 5 pm with free hot 
chocolate and fire pits to keep you warm. 
There is very limited parking so please walk 
or be dropped off. We urge you to bring 
your own lantern or use one of ours and join 
us for a lantern procession from the main 
trailhead at the end of Railroad Avenue to 
the bridge starting at 3:30 pm.
27th ANNUAL CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICE OF READINGS & CAROLS: 
St. Matthews Church, 3370 South Slocan 
Village Road. Thursday, December 24, 7:00 
pm. Everyone is welcome. Refreshments 
afterwards. Donations of food and money 
gratefully accepted for St. Saviour’s Food 
Cupboard.
GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE ,  Local 
Works Free Film and Discussion Night - 
Mondays, 6:30 pm at Sleep is For Sissies in 
Winlaw. December 21: Ted Talks explores 
alternative energy.
NOTICE! NOTICE! NOTICE! The 
Slocan Lake Arena Society will be holding 
its AGM on Wednesday, January 27, 2010 at 
7:00 pm at the Office, 713 Josephine Street, 
New Denver, BC. Everyone welcome and 
new members are appreciated.
NEW YEARS EVE BASH: Slocan Legion 
Hall. Dance Music by DJ “PLAYMOR 
TUNES.” Tickets: $10 each at Mountain 
Valley Station & Slocan Village Market or 

phone 250-355-2672. 
Midnight Appy Buffet. EVERYONE 

WELCOME (no minors allowed).
A SOLSTICE CELEBRATION will be held 
in Silverton December 21. A perfect evening 
for the family. Starts at 5 pm outside Hand 
and Soul for the lighting of the tree. A Lantern 
Walk will light the way to the Silverton Gallery 
to enjoy Hot Food, Hot Chocolate, blessings 
and singing around the fire. Feel free to bring 
cookies. Everyone welcome.
SLOCAN VALLEY COMMUNITY 
COMPLEX SOCIETY AGM will be 
held at WE Graham Library, 7:00 pm on 
January 5, 2010.

FOR RENT
LARGE 3 BDR upper level apartment 
in Silverton available immediately. 
Washer, Dryer. $525/month plus utilities. 
References. 250-358-2293.
ONE BEDROOM DETACHED suite 
in Hills, easy reach of New Denver/
Nakusp. Unfurnished, deck, car parking, 
peaceful surroundings, view. Available 
New Year 2010. Non smokers. $550/month. 
References & bond required. Apply in 
writing: Tim Sander, Box 126, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0 or timsander@telus.net.
NEW HOUSE FOR RENT in New Denver. 
3 bdr, 2 bath. 5 appliances. Close to lake and 
school. Electric heat. Vaulted ceilings. 2 car 
garage. $800 plus util. References required. 
Available February 1. 250-358-2128.
SUITE FOR RENT one mile from Nakusp on 
acreage, three bedrooms, appliances, available 
January 1. $750. 250-860-0736; 250-265-4914.
FOR RENT IN HILLS – 3-bedroom 
house. Wood/electric heat, very private, 
available immediately until end of June. 
Walking distance to the lake. Sarah 250-
837-6769; email stinko@telus.net.

HEALTH
TIME FOR A HOLIDAY BREAK - Last 
yoga class of the year will be Monday Dec. 
21. Our time together has been rich and 
fruitful. Join me in the new year starting 
Monday, January 4 at 9-10:30 am. Until 
then, may your holidays be rich with friends 
and family and hearts full of gratitude and 
hope. YOGA AT THE DOMES - Madeleine
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 
home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.

HELP WANTED
LIVE-IN CAREGIVER wanted. Contact 
250-574-7774.

NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese 
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; 
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-
7817; Bill 226-7705.
THE VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER 
is developing its Sustainable Community 
Plan. Please contact the Village office with 
your ideas: 250-358-2316 or newdenver@
netidea.com.
“IT IS A CAPITAL MISTAKE to theorize 
before one has data. Insensibly one begins 
to twist facts to suit theories, instead of 
theories to suit facts.” - Sherlock Holmes in 
A Scandal in Bohemia by Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle (1892).

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
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MaSSaGe

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

reStaUraNt/WiNe & Beer

Ann’s Natural Foods
ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    WINTER HOuRS
      8 AM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

LESTER KOENEMAN
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

PAuLA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB INTERNATIONAL 
BARTON 

INSuRANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSuRANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GroCerY • heaLth Food

reCreatioN

ProFeSSioNaL SerViCeS

reaL eState

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography

Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAY ST. NAKuSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLothiNG

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

MidWiFerY

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

ZACK GRAPHICS 
and INKS

ESTATE SALE
Purchase by Appointment

Please call:

Sharie or Paul Merrifield

Tel: (250)358-6806

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

OBITuARY
ANNIE JENKS (HUCLACK) was born 
September 27, 1921 in Eston, Saskatchewan 
to William and Mary Huclack. She passed 
away peacefully in her sleep the morning 
of December 6, 2009.

Annie was predeceased by her husband 
Wallace Jenks in September 1969, her 
parents William and Mary Huclack, 
brothers Mike, Alec, and sister Betty, and 
her son-in-law Ernie Heichert.

Annie is survived by her loving family, 
daughters June Heichert of Nelson, BC, 
Louise Ross of Castlegar, BC, Debra Lyn 
(Dan) Chicoine of Calgary, Alberta, and 
son Gerry (Debra Ann) Jenks of Houston, 
BC; Annie’s grand-children Arlene (Barry) 
Woods, Holly (Robert) Crossfield, Shirley 
(Tim) Stogryn, Ernest (Suzanne) Heichert; 
Maureen (Ron) Kurenoff, Charlie (Lisa) 
Ross, Nicole Ross (Stephane Fortier), Stuart 
(Shannon) Ross; Wallace (Marlene) Jenks, 
Ryan Jenks; Denis, Lindsay, Jolene, & 
Daniel Chicoine; Great Grandchildren Scott 
Woods(Genevive), Michelle Woods (Joe); 
Adelle Heppner (Ryan), Melanie Heppner 
(Kris); Erik, Bryan, & Christine Dunphy, 
Meleessa Heichert; Quentin & Lincoln 
Kurenoff; Rachelle Mawson & Alexander 
Fortier; Colby and Samantha Jenks and one 
great great grandson Link Keen.

Annie is also survived by many 
siblings and their extended families.

It was Annie’s wish to be cremated and 
we will be having a memorial in the Spring 
of 2010, date to be announced later.

The family would like to take this 

opportunity to thank Dr. Merritt and 
everyone at Castleview Care home in 
Castlegar for taking such good care of 
Annie. Also thanks to Personal Alternative 
Funeral Services for handling the cremation 
and all of their invaluable help.

In lieu of flowers please make a 
donation in her name to the Alzheimer 
Society of BC.

LOUISE ANDERSON passed away 
peacefully on December 6, 2009 at 87 
years of age. She was surrounded by her 
granddaughters and her daughter. The 
family thanks the wonderful staff at the New 
Denver Pavillion for their exceptional care. 
Thanks to our many friends for their love 
and support. Lou has joined her soulmate 
Irv for a new adventure. No service by 
request.

ROGER ZERRATH - It is with great 
sadness that we inform the greater 
community of the passing of Roger Zerrath, 
dairy farmer, of Edgewood, BC. Born 
18 September, 1926 to Hans and Eva 
(née Klapp) Zerrath, in Jaeger-Tactau, 
East Prussia; died 3 December, 2009 in 
Vernon Jubilee Hospital, due to multiple 
complications following appendicitis, at 
the age of 83. 

Roger was a much loved and respected 
man. He was an active dairy farmer, his 
joy for 50 years, 39 of which were in 
Edgewood, BC. He leaves behind Sigrid, 
his wife, partner and greatest help-mate 
for 53 years. Also: his sister, Heide Zerrath 
(Germany); four sisters-in-law (Germany, 
Canada, Australia) and one brother-in-law 
(Canada); many nieces and nephews, good 
friends and neighbours; his daughter, Anne 
(David) Zerrath; his son, Hans (Donna) 
Zerrath, who has taken over the farm; and 
his five beloved grandchildren – Roger and 
Matthew (and their mother, Jennifer), and 
Katherine, Samuel and Johannes.

He will be missed.
As a memorial to him, donations to the 

Red Cross are welcomed.
PETS

FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand 
new facility – five indoor/outdoor 
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure 
park. On leash excursions. Owner 
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660. 
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.
ca www.frogpeakpetresort.com.

www.RipleesRanch.net PET FOOD. 
Ingredients: Canadian human grade 
free range meats, natural, holistic. At: 
Cornucopia (Kaslo), Slocan Valley Co-
op (Slocan Park). Distributors needed: 
Nakusp/SlocanValley/New Denver. (250) 
362-7374.

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES - $500 
to good homes. 250-265-0072 evgs.

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
WINTER LEISURE GUIDE – Is now out and available at all Slocan Valley stores and the 
rec’ office.
WINTER LEISURE GUIDE  - View it on line at: 
http://rdck.bc.ca/community/recreation/slocan_valley/sv_lg.html
THANKS FOR HELPING  - To all the volunteers who come out and make rec’ possible. Be 
it on a swim bus, as a coach, helping with an event and on the rec’ commission. We couldn’t 
do it with out you.
UPCOMING WINTER PROGRAMS:
AERIAL SILK ACROBATICS – With Freyja & Saffire Skye. Fir children & adults. Begins 
Jan. 17 at the Vallican Whole.
BELLYFIT – With Heather Holdener begins Jan. 9 at the Art Farm.
WALKBC FREE SNOWSHOEING PROGRAM – Tuesdays & Saturdays beginning Jan. 5. 
We provide the snowshoes!
SPIN ME A YARN – At the Threads Guild beginning Jan. 16. With Stacey & Sarah Slootweg.
WINTER SURVIVAL SKILLS – With Chris Morasky of Primal Pathways is on Sun. Jan. 17.
FAMILY SNOWSHOEING ADVENTURES – With Shanoon Bennett on Jan. 16 & 30.
ANIMATION FOR KIDS & ADULTS – With Ruby Brunelle at the WE Graham Multimedia 
Centre. Jan. 16 & 17 or Jan. 23 & 24
GET THE OLYMPIC SPIRIT - Olympic Torch Making - Sat. Jan. 23 - FREE. 
GO FOR THE GOLD - HOCKEY DAY IN WINLAW - Sun. Jan. 31. Both programs 
at Sleep is for Sissies.

226-0008

Services
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
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WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

aUtoMotiVe • SMaLL MotorS • MaChiNe ShoP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOuR TOWING
1007 HWY 23, NAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

CLeaNiNGreCYCLiNG

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

JeWeLrY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

BookS
Karin’s Book Basket
New and Used Books

Karin: 250-505-7810
Located at: 1277 Hwy 6 

Crescent Valley

BookS & JeWeLrY

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK is looking for input 

from Area D residents in the North 

RDCK seeks alternatives to Marblehead Transfer Station site
Kootenay Lake area on a new 
location for the transfer station.

At a public meeting on November 

19 on this subject, Uli Wolf, 
General Manager of Environmental 

Services at the RDCK, explained 
the challenges with the current site 

at Marblehead. Load restrictions on 
the road during some periods of the 
year result in the contractor having 
to haul half-loads of waste from the 
transfer station. Another drawback 
to the site is that it is in a sparsely 
populated area, north of where most 
people live. Residents travel in the 
opposite direction from where the 
RDCK ultimately hauls the waste.

The  RDCK i s  cu r ren t ly 
developing a Resource Recovery 
Plan, expected to be complete by 
mid 2010. As part of the plan, Wolf 
says they are reviewing how they 
are going to transport waste in the 
future. One of the options under 
consideration requires a larger space 
than the Marblehead site. “However, 
that is subject to the Resource 
Recovery Plan – that will determine 
how we haul out there and what’s 
required on site for the final build-
out,” said Wolf.

A site in Cooper Creek was 
discussed at the meeting, but 
residents felt it was too close to the 
community hall and were concerned 
about the potential for attracting 
bears, especially if there were a 
community composting facility as 
well. “Do we deal with composting? 
That will very much have an impact 
on where and how large a site we 
choose,” said Wolf.

Residents are asked to contact 
Wolf (uwolf@rdck.bc.ca) with their 
suggestions of a site for the transfer 
station. The re-location of the station 
is not an urgent matter, Wolf said, 
and no decision will be made until 
the Resource Recovery Plan is 
further along.
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CoMPUter

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

School District 
No. 10 news
by Jan McMurray

• The ministry has given the 
district permission to use the 
$242,421 from the sale of Glenbank 
School, in a fund called ‘restricted 
capital,’ for the needed boiler and 
roof replacement projects. These 
projects were going to be funded by 
the Annual Facilities Grant, but the 
Province cut this funding. After this 
budget cut was announced in late 
August, many boards of education, 
including SD10’s, decided to write 
to the ministry to ask permission 
to access the restricted capital. 
Restricted capital was supposed 
to be used only for acquiring new 
property.

• Full-day kindergarten, on a 
play-based model, will be phased in 
over two years at all schools in the 
province, starting September 2010. 
SD10 has applied for a full-day 
kindergarten class for 17 students 
at Nakusp Elementary starting next 
September. The ministry is looking 
at how a multi-grade play-based 
kindergarten class can operate, which 
will be relevant for Lucerne, Burton 
and Edgewood Elementary Schools. 
These three schools are expected 
to have full-day kindergarten in 
September 2011.

• School Districts 8 and 20, and 
the RDCK and the RDKB have 
stated in a Letter of Understanding 
an interest in exploring alternate 
transportation services with BC 
Transit. SD10 is interested in 
joining this initiative, and has left 
a message with the RDCK’s Chief 
Administrative Officer to let him 
know.  

• Student enrollment data was 
submitted to the ministry in October. 
The head count for the entire school 
district is 581, with the FTE (full-
time equivalent) count of 571.9375. 
These numbers are higher than what 
was estimated. The estimated head 
count was 564 and the estimated 
FTE count was 546.5 – the actual 
FTE count reflects an increase of 
over 20 FTE.

Head count by schools is as 
follows: Lucerne – 97; Nakusp 
secondary – 216; Nakusp Elementary 
– 222; Burton Elementary – 12; 
Edgewood Elementary – 34.

• At the peak of flu season, there 
were 19% of students away at one 
school in the district. 



   The Valley Voice   December 2, 200928 COMMUNITY

The First
Blaze King’s new APEX-CBT, Catalytic indoor 
furnace is the first furnace to meet and exceed 
testing requirements of the rigid B415 test standard, 
which measures both overall efficiency as well as 
emissions. You’ll be impressed with the test results:

Average Efficiency     8 7 . 2 %
Low Heat Value (LHV)     9 0 . 7 %
Btu Output-High     4 7 , 9 9 6
Btu Output-Low     1 3 , 7 7 9
Emissions 9gr/hr)              3.3

The Best
Features include:

• Accepts 26” Fuel Length
• Use as Stand Alone Furnace or in 
  Combination With an  Existing Furnace
• Long overnight Burns With Large 5.7 
  Cubic Foot Firebox
• Catalytic Post Burn With Preheated 
  Secondary Air
•  12 Gauge Firebox With Cast Liner and 
  Thermal Firebrick
• 20 Gauge Insulated Cabinet
• Wall Mounted Thermostat
• Optional VB 1000 Blower

Available exclusively at:
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE 

KING DEALER SPECIALIZING IN 
WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

ON DISPLAY IN OUR SHOWROOM NOW!

Mountain 
Valley 

Station  
Slocan City • 250-355-2245 

Merry Christmas and all the best 
in the New Year 

from all of us to all of you!
Holiday Hours

December 24 • 8 am - 7 pm
December 25 • 12 noon - 4 pm

December 26 • 8 am - 7 pm
December 31 • 8 am - 7 pm
January 1 • 12 noon - 4 pm

We now 

sell h
eliu

m 

ballo
ons!

Thanks to our 
new 

generator, 
when the 

power goes 
down, we’re still 

open!

about 70 people from the New denver area joined with thousands internationally for a climate 
change vigil organized by online advocacy group avaaz. People joined together to demand a “fair, 

ambitious and binding” climate change treaty at the Copenhagen talks currently underway.

Lenora Moorhouse was recognized for 23 years of organizing the rotary Carol Sing at this year’s festive event, december 2.

the Laybourux family overwhelms Santa and Mrs. Claus at kaslo’s Light Up celebration on december 5.

THE VALLEY VOICE wishes everyone a wonderful holiday season!
The office will be closed December 21-January 3

This is our last issue of 2009
Our first issue in 2010 comes out January 13 – deadline January 8


