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of projects and organizations, including
the community park, recreation
activities, the fire/community hall
construction, the Doukhobor Society,
the LESS grad class, the Slocan Lake
Early Learning Society, Summit Lake
Ski Hill, ALSLCS, and Centennial

Hills Garlic Festival founder and original creative genius, Andrew Rhodes, proudly
displays the beauty of the bulbous root that got the ball rolling for the event 14 years
ago. From humble beginnings and mostly neighbours displaying their homegrown
veggies, the event has grown to a record high attendance of over 7,000 people this year.

Park.
• Winners of the raffle baskets:
Patrick Baird/Bree Lillies, Sheila
Clare, Gerry Dzuris, Loren Oldham,
Charlene Alexander, Tom Padfield, Bill
Johnston, Tamara/Kyla/Kayla, Sharon
Gustafson, Shannon Schlafke.

• Contest winners: best poem
(adult) – Duncan MacKintosh; best
poem (youth) – Indigo Orietsky (age
8); heaviest clove – Tracy Brown;
largest bulb (stiffnecked varieties) –
Peter Drazdoff; best braid or wreath
– Tracy Brown.
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organizers.
“We need to work with the Village
to work that out,” Kinsel says. “We
have paid three times to have it
upgraded over the years but it’s just
not serving our needs. The question
is, is it worth it for the Village to make
changes for something that happens
one day of the year?”
The other problem is familiar
to anyone who has sat outdoors this
year – wasps.
“It was a bad year to start with, but
the Village crew said because the trees
fell over and had to be sawn up, the sap
running attracted them even worse.”
Kinsel also credited campground
hosts Anna and Jeff Pilsner “because
they went way above and beyond…it
made my life so much easier knowing
they were on top of it.
“The Village crew had three days
to get the park ready and they did it. It
makes you feel really good about our
community. They pull together because
they realize the value [the Garlic Fest]
has for the community as a whole.”
She adds that the vendors, many of
whom travel from festival to festival
throughout the summer and fall, tell
her “it’s the best-organized one we’ve
been to.”
The proceeds from the gate and
from raffle tickets go to the Hills
Recreation Society, but since not all the
bills are in, Kinsel doesn’t have a final
figure. The society supports a number
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by Katrine Campbell
The Hills Garlic Fest has done it
again – topped its previous year’s paid
admissions to a very successful and
well-run event.
Organizer Ellen Kinsel says 6,260
people – about 300 more than in
2008 – paid to come through the
gate. In addition, she estimates there
were about 500 vendors (including
family and assistants), 500 kids, and
50 volunteers.
“I figure that there were 7,310
people on site” over the course of the
day, she says. “The shuttle bus was
busy, busy, busy. Arrow & Slocan
Lakes Community Services provided
a free shuttle bus, and it was busy all
day long. It’s a great service.”
Kinsel added that the Garlic Fest
pays for the service by donation, so
the cost doesn’t come out of taxpayer
dollars.
She has been getting feedback
on the event from the vendors and
attendees and “pretty much everything
has been positive. In general, people
were happy.”
Centennial Park in New Denver
was hit hard by the September 3
windstorm, with trees toppled all over
the venue, but the Village made cleanup a priority and everything was ready
to go September 13.
The day was mostly problemfree, but electrical service in the park
continues to be a headache for the
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Garlic Festival attracts more than 7,000 to New Denver

Hartwood North Farm of Armstrong, BC had one of the more colourful booths this year at the Hills Garlic Festival. Their
bouquets of sunflowers were a big hit with customers, as were the lavender bundles and organic veggies.

Perennial music favourites Kootenay Grass, featuring Brie Faulks on fiddle, performed again this year at the Hills Garlic Festival.

Norbert Maucher on bass and Leah Main on guitar helped add a ‘late night blues bar’ feel to the The Diversity Show Coffeehouse held
September 12 at the Silverton Gallery. Held on the eve of Garlic Fest, the audience was mostly out-of-towners.

Visitor Information - page 12
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Gaming grant cuts affect PACs
submitted
Gaming grants, that were earmarked
for groups such as Parent Advisory
Councils, have been cut by $77 million.
The BC Liberal government
confirmed September 9 that
CommunityLINK, which provides
meals and support to school children at
risk, will now be forced to rely on gaming
revenues rather than direct government
funding. The government has confirmed
that, as a result, funding from gaming

revenues for community groups will be
slashed by almost 50 per cent.
In addition to being removed
from core government funding, the
CommunityLINK program is being cut
by almost $2 million this year, despite
increased need. “Last year, 6,800 groups

Dustin Fernett, an 8-year-old boy from
Crescent Valley, found out this year that
he has a very large green thumb. He
planted this carrot just after the New Year
in a pot in the house. He later transplanted
it outside in the garden, where it grew, and
grew, and grew… We’ll be watching for
Dustin’s entries in the fall fairs in future!

Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681
• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE
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relied on $156 million in gaming grants
to deliver a wide range of services, from
cultural programs to hospice care to
sports camps. This year, they will have
$77 million less to share among them,”
said New Democrat arts critic Spencer
Herbert.

Thistledowne: (L-R) Jessa Koerber, Aspen Switzer, and Jesse Lee had the crowd
singing and laughing at the Vallican Whole Community Centre, as part of the RARTS
Up Close and Intimate Culture Series. The next event is the Blake Parker Road Show
on Saturday, September 26 with Laura and Paul Landsberg, Jude Davison and more.

LOMA
BUILDING
SUPPLIES

			

Silverton’s new councillor, Leah Main, was inaugurated September 15. She is
shown here with (from left) CAO Junko Ida, Councillors Ross Johnson and Dr.
Jamie Barber, and Mayor John Everett (missing, Councillor Carol Bell).

Dog Rally held at Toad Rock Campground
submitted
On September 5, Nelson’s
Second Chance Animal Shelter
hosted the First Annual Dog Rally
and Family Fun Day. A large number
of well-behaved dogs of assorted
sizes and breeds dropped in with
their owners to take in the sights and
activities at Toad Rock Campground.
The people involved with the
Second Chance Animal Shelter were

Correction

On September 21, there were more than 2,200 events in 128 countries across
the globe, issuing a wake-up call to world leaders on climate change. The
Arrow Lakes Environment Stewardship Society organized an event in Burton,
attended by a small but enthusiastic group. People are asked to call Prime
Minister Harper (1-866-599-4999) to urge him to travel to Copenhagen for the
climate talks in December and sign a fair, ambitious and binding climate treaty.

Lucerne Elementary Secondary
Parent Advisory Council (PAC)
AGM on Thursday, Oct 8
7:00 pm • Lucerne Library
Come support your school!

In the article entitled ‘Intact
forests key to climate change
mitigation’ in our September 9
issue, there is some information that
is unclear in the last paragraph. Here
is a re-write of the paragraph:
Old-growth forests are carbon
sinks, not carbon sources. There is
not a shred of reputable scientific
evidence to support that old-growth
forests are sources of atmospheric
carbon. When a West Kootenay
old-growth forest is logged, it takes
on the order of 200-250 years to get
back to the same level of carbon
storage as before logging. If there
were more old and old-growth
forests, global warming would be
slower, and we would have less hot
summers and less wild fires.

inspired to organize this yearly event
with the intent of improving the lives
of dogs in our local communities.
All too often dogs are relinquished
to shelters because their owners
don’t know how to train and care for
them. The Dog Rally is a fun way
for owners to begin their education
and increase their awareness of local
activities and services for their pets.
Second Chance wishes to thank
the contributors, volunteers and
sponsors who made this first dog
rally event possible. Our sponsors
include: Mary Laird of Toad Rock
Campground; Roz from Mountain
FM; and Dr. Andrew Jones of Nelson
Animal Hospital. And, of course, a
really big thank you to all the pet
owners who attended and made their
generous contributions to the shelter.
Everyone at Second Chance is
looking forward to seeing even more
of our human and canine friends
at next year’s Second Annual Dog
Rally.
Please check out the pets
awaiting adoption on the website:
www.secondchanceadoption.com
For more information about
Second Chance Animal Shelter,
phone 250-352-2228 or e-mail us
at secondchanceadoption@shaw.ca.

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard
in the Kootenays
We deliver!

The Nakusp Rotary Interact Club was recognized for sponsoring a child in Honduras
through the Castlegar Rotary Club’s ‘Tegucigalpa Market Children Program.’ Here,
Elaine Ross of Castlegar Rotary presents a certificate to Kori-Lynn Crosby from the
Nakusp Interact Club at a Rotary dinner at the Leland on September 16.
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Spring grizzly hunt may be extended next year
by Katrine Campbell
The spring grizzly trophy hunt in
the Kootenays may be extended by 10
days next spring, says the Ministry of
Environment.
Spokesman Suntanu Dalal says
nothing has been decided yet and “the
final and only decision-maker is the
Minister of Environment.”
Region 4 (the Kootenays) staff
are “preparing a number of regulation
proposals upon which they plan to
consult with stakeholders and First
Nations. These proposals will be
posted on the Ministry of Environment
website.”
The regional manager of MOE’s
Environmental Stewardship Division
will review these proposals “and
determine what he is prepared to bring
to stakeholders.”

Consultations have already been
held with ‘stakeholders’ but the
only non-ministry people invited
were representatives of hunters, bow
hunters, trappers and guide-outfitters.
Julius Strauss of Poplar Creek, who
hosts international visitors eager to
see wildlife, says he asked to attend,
but was refused.
Dalal was asked why the season
would be extended for a species
at risk; he replied that the grizzly
was “not a species-at-risk in British
Columbia and is currently harvested
under a legal hunting season” and
“many…hunts in the province already
end on June 15.”
A second ministry employee
spoke on condition of anonymity, and
was more forthcoming. The snow is
usually still on the ground on June 5

and the number of roads accessible
to hunters is limited. The same south
facing watersheds and avalanche
chutes are hunted every year so “the
kill is clumped in small areas...it
makes a pattern like holes in cheese,
that results in the entire population
being less productive” because too
many females are being killed.
By extending the season, more
roads would be open and the hunters
would travel to different areas,
“dispersing the kill” and hopefully
killing fewer females.
“Most of the kill happens at the
very end of the season. The goal is to
disperse the kill more evenly through
the management units.”
Bear biologist Wayne McCrory
says bluntly that the MOE stats are
wrong, charging the ministry with

by Kate Guthrie
The use of fire retardants on
forest fires like the one on Perry’s
Ridge recently is one of the easiest
and most controversial tools of forest
firefighting. Every year, millions of
dollars in fire retardants are applied to
wildland fires. Some local residents,
encouraged by similar action in the
US, are asking if the costs of fire
retardants, especially in domestic
watersheds, are worth the gains.
When a fire is raging, fire retardant
can be dropped from an aircraft to
cool the fire and slow its progress
long enough for firefighters to take
action. The BC Wildlife Management
Branch website describes the most
common fire retardant as “essentially
an industrial strength fertilizer with
colouring.” According to Cheekwan
Ho, spokesperson for the Ministry
of Forests and Range and Minister
Responsible for the Integrated Land
Management Bureau, the retardant
used on Perry’s Ridge was comprised
of about 90% water – one part PhosChek LC 95a Liquid concentrate
mixed with 5.5 parts water.

Health Canada has found no
significant hazards associated with
the liquid concentrate Phos-Chek,
Ho said. However, many argue that
not enough research has been done.
The US organization, Firefighters
United for Safety, Ethics and Ecology
(FUSEE), advocates for more
restrictive use of fire retardants.
Executive Director Timothy
Ingalsbee argues that the ammonia
used in retardants like Phos-Chek can
trigger algae blooms in still water.
Algae blooms reduce the amount of
oxygen in the water; they can also
clog water filters and screens. “The
EA needs to analyze and disclose the
environmental and economic impacts
of retardants in degrading municipal
water quality,” he said in a letter to
the US Forest Service.
Ho said that the actual retardant
components present in the Phos-Chek
solution are consumed by vegetation.
The gum thickener and other inorganic
compounds are biodegradable. “The
application of Phos-Chek retardant
is unlikely to pose a serious threat to
aquatic life,” she said, while FUSEE

states that “fire retardants kill fish and
amphibians outright.”
Ingalsbee is concerned that
government officials on both sides
of the border are not being honest.
He told me over email that “in the
States, conservationists sued the
Forest Service over this issue, and the
political overseer of the agency was
almost hauled away to jail for refusing
court orders to publicly disclose the
toxic effects of fire retardant.”
When a fire retardant is used
near a community water system,
local health authorities increase their
monitoring and scrutiny for changes
in water quality, Ho said. Concerned
homeowners may also test their water
supply themselves, but Ingalsbee
warns that it may take several years
for algae residue to show up.
When asked if there was any hope
in reconciling these two paradigms,
Ingalsbee said that he is hopeful.
“Humans have only been trying to
‘fight’ fire for less than the last 100
years. Before that, people lived with
and benefitted from fire.” A balance
can be struck.

Safety of fire retardants questioned

Abattoir happening in Slocan Park
by Katrine Campbell
The mobile red meat abattoir is
making its first visit to the Slocan
Valley this week. It’s docked at
Legendary Meats in Slocan Park, and
Legendary owner Dave Anderson
says he has lined up “a few pigs,
some sheep and about 25 cows.”
H o w e v e r, h e ’s “ g e t t i n g
discouraged” because he originally
had bookings to kill and process more
than 40 cattle but a number of people
have backed out. The Canadian Food
Inspection Agency inspector has
been hired for a week, so “I’m hoping
to make it worthwhile.
“It’s up to local producers but too
many want to stay under the table.”
The mobile abattoir, owned by
Gate to Plate Food Services of Fort
St. John, is making its first trip to
the Kootenays. An attempt to have
a local slaughterhouse built, to meet
new provincial regulations banning
do-it-yourself slaughtering, was
defeated by a round of NIMBYism.
“I’ve known about Gate to Plate
for a long time,” says Anderson.
“When the bottom fell out of trying
to get a stationary abattoir I started
talking with Lars [Jorgensen, Gate to
Plate president] to see if I could try

to get a docking station.
“We’ve got people coming from
Nakusp, Grand Forks and Creston. If
he can get docking stations in those
communities he could have a regular
route. If they get enough business to
build a second truck, they’ll leave
one down here.”
Although the viability of
the mobile abattoir depends on
the number of animals booked
for slaughter, Anderson remains
optimistic.
“I tell a lot of locals if they spent
as much time working towards
inspection instead of trying to avoid
it, they’d gain. It’s reality, it’s here,
let’s just deal with it.

John Everett has retired
as Internet Installer &
has been replaced by
Terry Everett. Those
who want our HI SPEED
RED MOUNTAIN
INTERNET service,
please contact Terry at
358-3894

“I want it real bad for myself. I
want to be able to put a sticker on
saying ‘locally raised.’ It’s tough to
have it locally raised if you don’t
have the means to slaughter.”
Anderson hopes to host Gate to
Plate on a regular schedule, on the
15th and 16th of each month.

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30
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“brinksmanship management of an
endangered species.
“Some of the numbers that
the Nelson [office of the MOE]
biologists use for the Purcells were
shown by a more detailed study by
Michael Proctor to be way off – more
than twice as many as he had. The
problem with the Wildlife Branch
management is mystery math, too full
of assumptions and flaws to manage a

species at risk.
“It’s highly erroneous and
unethical that there should be any kind
of hunt, let alone an extended season.
The whole of the Selkirks should be
a grizzly reserve.
“There should be no grizzly hunt.”
Anyone interested in seeing the
proposals for an extended season
can check the ministry’s website; the
proposals should be posted shortly.

Valhalla Summer School
of Fine Arts Society
AGM – Sunday, Oct 4
7:00 pm • Silverton Gallery

EURO-RITE CABINETS ON SALE: RECEIVE AN EXTRA
15% OFF during months of Sept. and Oct. on Flat Oak Saltspring, Raised Oak Bowen, Raised Maple Rainer, & Raised
Alder Cascade
www.eurorite.com
		

–“manufactured in Port Coquitlam, BC “

INTRODUCTORY OFFER: “ LAMANATOR PLUS”
RESTORATION PRODUCTS - 25% OFF
SHINES----SEALS----PROTECTS----RESTORES
HARDWOOD---LAMINATE---CORK---BAMBOO---SLATE--VINYL---LINO
LASTS FOR MONTHS --- COVERS UP TO 800 SQ FT
www.lamanator.ca
LAMINATE FLOORING
8MM “AUTO CLIC” 25.8 SQ FT/ PKG
REG. $1.55/SQ FT. SALE $1.29/SQ FT
KANGA HYDE CARPETS “BERBER”
TWO NEW COLOURS
BEACHCOMBER AND BEACON HILL
REG. $17.95/SQ YD SALE $14.95/SQ YD

Hours of Operation
for this Winter
Friday 2 pm - 10 pm
*Popular 2 for 1 Steak
Night Starting Sept 25th

Saturday 2 pm - 10 pm
*Wing Night
*2-pc Fish & Chips for 7.95

**Daily Drink Specials**
***Featuring Live music***

2 X 12 HEM/FIR, CLEAR, 8’ lengths
REG. $18.99 EA SALE $14.25 EA
10’ lengths
REG. $23.99 EA SALE $ 17.99 EA
Need product information? Check out Silverton Building
Supplies web site for manufacturers links.
www.silvertonbuilding.ca
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Contribute to
sustainability
study

Thanks to John Fraser for the
reminder to keep public debate civil.
Apologies to Ms. George of New
Denver if her intentions were misread.
As the challenges to our collective
survival (as a race, an economy, a
village) mount, there is no time to
indulge in character assassination or
reckless charges.
There is a practical and meaningful
opportunity coming for those interested
in the future of New Denver. One
of several successful Village grant
applications has resulted in funding
for a sustainability study. The Federal
Gas Tax initiative provided funds to
the province.
As a successful applicant, New
Denver has selected an excellent
consulting team to engage the
community, to prioritize key actions
in areas of economic, environmental,
social and cultural sustainability and
to make suggestions on strategies and
options.
For future council candidates, this
is well-timed. The project will review
all completed studies, infrastructure
status, the ideas and wishes of the
community and more.
Clearly, anyone interested in the
future of New Denver will want to
actively and constructively contribute.
Kevin Murphy
New Denver

Congratulations
to Voice
publisher

Without question, Voice publisher
Dan Nicholson is to be congratulated
on his rediscovery of the mental as
well as physical virtues of walking.
If only for the restoration of the brain
sugar consumed by a newspaperman,
walking or some equally vigorous form
of exercise is a must.
And I agree with Dan’s lack of
excitement over stationary bicycles. But
I will put in a plug for stationary rowing

machines, after a solid month of riding
to the sea-hounds on ours. No, I haven’t
given up on walking and jogging, but
my aging feet don’t stand up to running
off the pounds like they used to, and of
course the rower does the best of things
for the shoulder girdle and the torso.
The rower could be as boring as a
fixed bike if I didn’t pause frequently to
read or practice scales and modes on a
baritone ukulele, but with those pleasant
injections – a different form of brain
sugar – I’ve got the perfect solution.
I’ve never actually watched paint
dry, but I’ve sure been seeing the fat
melt.
Somebody should put in a rower in
the Voice office for rainy days, and then
watch what happens on the editorial
page.
Ken Lamb
Nelson

Cell phones not
always reliable
in emergencies

All too often, and once again in
your last issue, we hear or read about
the cell phone as an emergency tool
that we can rely upon to call for help
if we run into trouble on a highway
or during a hike in the wilderness.
Urban people tend to develop this
dependency on the cell phone, having
become used to its reliability as they go
about their business around town. They
are surprised when they are unable
to make a call from a remote region.
Our last visitors from Vancouver had
exactly that experience when they tried
to call us from somewhere between
Christina Lake and Castlegar. Galena
Bay is another example. I wouldn’t be
surprised if well over 50% of our BC
highways do not provide cell phone
coverage.
A false sense of security adds to
the danger in the event of an accident.
I think it has been a mistake to allow
cell phone companies to promote
their product as a safety gadget. If
you choose to live your life around
a reliable ability to phone for help
wherever you are, you can only achieve
this through satellite communication.

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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The proposed cell phone service
for New Denver would have provided
coverage from between three to seven
kilometres from town, depending on
which bend of the road or valley you
were on when you attempted to make
your call. Fortunately in our area
we have retained some of the oldfashioned values where we proceed
with due caution and preparedness and
just look out for each other.
Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

Will Jumbo
wonders never
cease

They’ve gone and done it again.
Those tricky politicians have once
again successfully manoeuvered
around us unsuspecting Jumbo Wild
people by convincing a majority,
by one, of the Regional District of
East Kootenay (RDEK) directors to
turn what should be a local land use
decision over to the Victoria Gang.
Can’t you just envision the
Jumbo Glacier Resort and Real
Estate development proponent,
Oberto Oberti, clapping his hands
and clicking his heels with an earto-ear grin?
The eight directors who voted
to make this clever move (with
the exception of the Radium Hot
Springs director), are all from the
southern reaches of the RDEK,
home turf of long standing Jumbo
proposal supporter, Liberal MLA Bill
Bennett. And yet another amazing
coincidence of this ongoing Jumbo
saga is that since last May’s election,
Mr. Bennett happens to be Minister of
Community and Rural Development,
the ministry which will ultimately
make the decision to rezone the
Jumbo area into a resort municipality.
But let us not despair. The heart
of the Purcells have seen many first
ascents - this is simply the next big
challenge. We’ll start with exercising
our ‘democratic writes.’ Take pen in
hand or tickle your keyboard. Tell
them clearly, one more time,
JUMBO WILL BE WILD
FOREVER!
MLA Bill Bennett
100C Cranbrook St. N.
Cranbrook, BC V1C 3P9
bill.bennett.mla@leg.bc.ca
Premier Campbell
PO Box 9041 - Stn. Prov. Govt.
Victoria, BC V8W 9E1
premier@gov.bc.ca
K. Linda Kivi & Rowena Eloise
West Kootenay Coalition for
Jumbo Wild

			

The benefits of
the forest

An interesting possibility is that
today’s stricken economy could
be vastly relieved by an Earth
Restoration program that could
employ many people and pay for
itself.
According to one calculation
a typical tree that lives 50 years
provides free, US $196,250 worth
of ecological benefits, including
$31,250 of oxygen, $62,500 in air
pollution control, $31,250 in soil
fertility and erosion control, $37,500
in recycling water and controlling
humidity, $31,250 in shelter for
wildlife, and $2,500 worth of protein.
Left uncut, many species will produce
natural services of increasing value
for centuries. Roughly this means
that a single tree averages $4,000
worth of benefits every year of its
life. As dead wood it will produce
revenue that is only .3 per cent of its
value if left as a live standing tree.
The Pembina Institute in Canada
places the value of the current total
carbon stored in Canada’s boreal
‘carbon bank account’ at $3.7 trillion.
Inasmuch as standing trees are major
carbon storage entities, massive
reforestation and afforestation are in
order – say the entire watershed of
the Mississippi.
Our falling water supplies
are also related to deforestation.
Thompson King, in Water: Miracle
of Nature, says that “during rainfalls,
bare soil may take in some 5,500
gallons of water, per acre per hour.
Ground covered with growth such
as bushes or grasses can absorb some
25,000 gallons per acre per hour.
Forests however act like sponges
and can absorb more than 100,000
gallons per acre. If rainfall does not
exceed .4 inches per hour, good forest
land will continue to absorb and store
up to up to 17 inches of rain – more
then 400,000 gallons per acre.”
It might be well to keep in mind
Robert Ingersoll’s observation
that “In nature there are neither
rewards nor punishments – there are
consequences.”
Bob Harrington
Galena Bay

A longer grizzly
hunt...

I am writing to make Kootenay
residents aware that the local office
of the Ministry of Environment is
quietly pushing through plans to
extend the grizzly hunting season by
more than three weeks each year in
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our area.
The plans, drawn up in
consultation with representatives of
local grizzly hunters, would allow
grizzlies to be legally hunted until
the end of June. Currently the season
finishes June 5.
The majority of BC residents
are against the grizzly hunt, 78%
according to a poll taken last year. Of
Kootenay residents, even seven out
of 10 hunters are against the grizzly
trophy hunt.
At a time when the rest of the
world is moving away from killing
animals for sport, it seems that the
officials that run the hunt in the
Kootenays are surreptitiously moving
the other way.
I have asked the official
responsible for the grizzly hunting
rules in the Kootenays for an
explanation as to why the hunt is to
be extended.
The argument seems to be that
by allowing the season to run longer
grizzly bears will be killed across a
wider area.
This ignores several important
factors:
- A longer grizzly hunt means
grizzly hunters are in the bush for
longer, disturbing bear habitat for
longer and leaving more garbage, a
bear attractant.
- By mid June females have often
separated from their cubs. Hunters are
currently prohibited from shooting
bears in the company of other bears.
This will mean more females and
newly separated cubs will be alone
and can be legally shot.
- A longer season combined
with the current underfunding of the
Conservation Officer service will
almost inevitably mean a greater
number of abuses of the system.
I asked the Ministry of
Environment if those opposed to
grizzly hunting could be present
at their meeting with hunters’
representatives on August 22 when
the new extended grizzly season was
agreed. I was told that we were not
welcome.
We are now seeking a new date
to meet with representatives of the
Ministry of Environment in Nelson.
If you feel that extending the grizzly
hunt is a mistake, let the Ministry of
Environment in Nelson know your
feelings, before the extension is set
in stone.
If you would like more information
on the grizzly hunt or efforts to stop
it, go to www.stopthegrizzlyhunt.org.
Julius Strauss
Poplar Creek

Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Reflections on
New Denver

Like a recent letter writer to your
paper, I have roots in the New Denver
area going back over 100 years, and can
sadly recall better times.
I, too, miss the old days of ice cream
parlours and smiling shopkeepers, a time
when all the smokers carried ashtrays
and dogs went to Kaslo to do their
business. Men were working happily
deep in the mines, and tourists from
as far away as Rosebery and Silverton
supported local businesses. Their losses
at Wednesday night Bingo-at-the-Bosun
helped drive the local economy. Back
then, storekeepers had the decency to be
closed on Sunday for the Sabbath. They
closed on Wednesdays, too, but I forget
why. But the point is, if you needed to
buy anything, all you had to do was
look at the calendar to see if anything
was open.
We had a more creative and
dedicated council, too. When faced
with the problem of people burning
their garbage in their backyards, the
Village made a proper dumpsite outside
of town where the wind would carry
the smoke away from New Denver.
Usually. And during the summer when
the village water system slowed to
a trickle, and some bureaucrat from
Outside said the dump was too hazardous
to burn, well, it kept the bears busy
and out of our backyards for months!
Nowadays, council seems smugly
satisfied to provide basic public services,
the best water in the province and preside
over the most diverse and stable local
economy that we’ve ever had.
It was a time when there were a lot
of wholesome activities for local youth,
like drinking and fighting, and burning
cars on Hallowe’en. And seniors enjoyed
many happy hours watching the sun set
behind the glacier. Of course, that was
before council allowed the glacier to
reach its current sorry state.
I can’t think of a single improvement
in the Village in the past 40 years. Except
maybe the Friday Market. Or possibly
the Summer School of Music, or the
Garlic Fest. Or the Nikkei Centre. The
Hidden Garden Gallery. The Galena
Trail. The Kohan Garden. Or maybe a
few other minor things.
Yes, this place has gone to hell.
Eli Carpenter
New Denver

Dogs lost, strayed
or frightened

In the month of August, I was called
several times in regards to dogs that
suddenly appeared at someone’s place.
I am pleased to report these instances all
ended well, with the animal returned to
its proper owner.
For the past 15+ years I have been the
Animal Control Officer regarding dogs.
For the past 25+ years I have also been
the SPCA agent here. As an animal lover
these “jobs” enable me to help dogs that
may be lost, strayed or frightened.
When we have thunderstorms, many
dogs become frightened and leave home
as they seek a safe spot to be. This seems
especially so if no one is home where
they live. If you have a dog that is afraid
in storms, it might save a lot of time and
trouble to make sure it is safely secured

at home. Of course summer storms
sometimes come up suddenly and people
are too busy to think much about it in time
to care for the family dog.
This is where I come in. Most
Kaslo people know to phone me in a
dog-related incident, and I have lived
here long enough to know many of the
animals themselves. I have been very
successful in connecting lost dogs with
their people again. This letter is to inform
newcomers or people who are not aware
of this service.
What about identity? I really do not
know ALL the dogs and owners could
help a lot by putting a collar and tag on
their animal. If you live in the village, it
is required that you purchase a dog tag.
When you do, be smart and scratch your
phone number on the back of it. That’s
all it takes and when your dog arrives
unannounced at someone’s house they
can simply phone you to tell you! Simple
huh? If. However, if you live out of town
get some kind of tag as an ID and again
supply your phone number on it. A dog
without a collar or tag is considered a
stray, and finding its owner is difficult.
A collar says to others that this dog is
owned and someone cares about it; a tag
says you would like it back!
My phone number is in the book but
for convenience sake, my name is Joyce
Davidson and the number is 250-3539654. I hope a few people take notice of
what I am saying and then your dog can
be returned to you quite easily.
Joyce Davidson
Kaslo

side effects. I experienced every side
effect possible from both of them, and
wanted to die. Neither drug worked or
did anything but make me sick! And
those are legal.
Alcohol is legal. Now compute the
number of lives taken because of alcohol,
and the number of lives taken because of
marijuana. You can’t. Because people do
not die from smoking marijuana alone.
I suspect that the reason marijuana
is not separated from the hard drugs
(including alcohol) is because it is too
lucrative for organized crime. How else
can they trade for the powders and pills?
I also suspect that politicians might
be afraid of organized crime. They are
bad people, and I don’t blame you, but
someone has to be brave enough to do
the research on marijuana and health,
and realize that it should be treated the
same as alcohol.
If Canada were to legalize hemp and
marijuana, it would be our biggest cash
crop, create a million jobs, and save our
economy and our environment.
There are hundreds of videos and
documentaries about marijuana and
hemp and none of them derogatory. The
war on marijuana has to stop; you are
degrading our country and its people!
What is it going to take to get
through to you politicians who have
blinders on, or are you getting kickbacks from crime lords? That is a harsh
question yes, but I can’t think of any
other reason that you won’t make it legal,
when it is one of the most beneficial
plants in the world!
Linda Kelly
Kaslo

Open letter to Rob
Nicholson, Minister of I love New
Justice and Attorney Denver Part 3
General of Canada
(conclusion)
This is in response to your letter which
states: “The Government of Canada
has no intention to decriminalize the
possession of cannabis. The Government
is opposed to decriminalizing or
legalizing illicit drugs.”
I truly hope you will reconsider your
research into the dangers of marijuana.
You are totally missing the point, if you
think that prohibition does or ever has
helped people not to use drugs. Certainly
education is the best tool.
There was a letter in our local
newspaper from a US police officer,
who said he has never in his 35 years as
a police officer, seen violence or crime
from use of marijuana alone. Usually
those issues were from alcohol or other
drugs.
I am a 59-year-old woman, a
functioning member of our community,
a volunteer, and mother of two healthy
and working adult daughters. I have
been smoking marijuana since I was 15
years old. It is the only substance that can
help me with my Hep C and myalgia. I
have tried the other routes, I have tried
pharmaceutical drugs. I also have tried
almost every street drug there is in my
past, and I am an alcoholic in remission
for 15 years. With the help of treatment
centres and AA, I have been able to
eliminate everything except marijuana.
I was put on two different
pharmaceuticals for two different
reasons, Interferon, and then Effexor,
and both drugs have suicidal ideation and
anxiety and other physical symptoms as

Thank you so much to especially
John Fraser for having the courage
to speak out on my behalf. As well to
everyone who took the time to express
their feelings about the ‘public’ attack
on me. All finding it very distasteful
and uncalled for. Hopefully this will
encourage others to let their voices be
heard!
For the longtime efforts of some
locals who have spent many years
clearing a spot for their family to enjoy
the lake with their dogs (as to not cause
any conflicts with others at the larger
beach areas) only to have that spot
overrun by visitors in the nude or people
docking their canoes is frustrating to say
the least.
Everybody has the same option: pick
a spot, clear the rocks and boulders, make
a beach. Yes we do know that it is village
property, but most know and respect
areas where local residents have used
village property in one way or another for
their own convenience. As stated before
I do not appreciate being ‘labeled’ in a
general consensus of having the audacity
of thinking my family owns everything
in front of our property!
Wanting a better view and the
removal of underbrush and trees (as they
pose a danger if a fire or wind blows up)
is not unreasonable! Especially after the
damage we have been privy to after the
devastating fires throughout the province
and the storm that caused havoc in New
Denver.
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All the cedars that fell in the park
had centre rot! As well so did some of
the cottonwoods. Overall, in looking at
the damage it is very clear that the root
bases that are supporting these trees are
very unstable as they are established in
sand and gravel!
As I have stated before my fence
is not just a fence to my family, it is an
heirloom that dates back over 100 years.
It has already been damaged by a tree
falling on it. After voicing my concerns
to the (in my mind) very unconcerned I
have come to the conclusion that having
any of our issues addressed in a timely
fashion will be a very long and tedious
task! One does not have to be a certified
arborist to see the risk that these trees are,
and the risk that the smaller trees will be.
The root bases are and will be
compromised by being in sand and
gravel or in the side of a bank. As well
many are showing signs of disease such
as centre rot (as did the one that fell on
my fence).
In closing I was told that a certified
arborist did come in and do an overall
survey to deem certain trees as
‘dangerous’ and it would be those trees
that would be dealt with before my
concerns would be.
I guess my question now is – how
much did it cost the taxpayers to have
this survey done? Second and more
important – were any of the trees that
caused so much damage tagged as
being ‘dangerous’? Third – would the
opinion of a geologist help in explaining
(especially to the group so opposed to
the removal of any trees) why large
trees cannot be supported on an alluvial
fan? In closing I would also like to ask –
who is going to pay for all the damage?
Will this be a taxpayer’s bill? If so then
shouldn’t it be taxpayers who decide on
how to proceed in future culls!?
I also would like to state to the group
that is fighting so hard not to cut any
trees that it is my opinion that if these
trees could be ground up and smoked
for recreational purposes this would be
a non-issue!
Sabrina D. George
New Denver

Tree topping not
recommended

The brief unprecedented windstorm
of September 3 blew over or seriously
damaged a number of Village trees in
New Denver, causing understandable
concerns among residents. Much of
the damage was unforeseeable as the
trees were tested to an extent they had
never been before. How trees might be
managed to minimize the effects of such
a storm in the future?
In your previous issue, Peter
Roulston urged that a Village bylaw be
enacted limiting the height of Village
trees, and that tree “topping” be done
to reduce the height of the trees as a
“preventive maintenance similar to
shaping and pruning fruit trees.”
Tree topping has been considered
an unacceptable practice by professional
organizations such as the International
Society of Arboriculture (ISA) for over
30 years. It is illegal in a number of cities.
As defined by the US Forest Service:
“Topping is the excessive and arbitrary
removal of all parts of a tree beyond
a certain height with no regard for the

structure or growth of a tree.”
As a result many harmful effects
are set in motion: The loss of the foodmaking capacities of the leaves causes
the roots to die back in proportion to
the removal of the crown. In an attempt
to rebalance the lost leaf area with the
amount of roots, the tree puts out great
numbers of water sprouts in accelerated
growth. These sprouts reach the original
size and height of the removed top
in only a few years, defeating the
purpose of height control. These tops
are weakly attached and very prone to
breakage. The topping wound cannot
be compartmentalized or ‘healed’ and
decay enters the trunk. (These serious
problems also occur with topped conifers
in varying ways.)
The Insurance Brokers of BC,
representing over 700 brokerages in
140 BC communities, state: “Topping
actually creates future hazards rather
than eliminating them. A previously
topped tree is much more likely to break
or uproot in a storm than a tree that has
been properly pruned.”
I spoke with the Chief City
Arborist for Vancouver, and the Chief
Urban Forester for Halifax, which has
experienced a hurricane. Vancouver has
over 130,000 street trees; Halifax has
160,000 with 9 million in its parks.
I asked them if they had made any
changes in how they manage their trees
as a result of recent storms. Essentially
their answers were the same: as before,
no tree topping is done. No limits are
set on the height of trees. They plant
the tallest appropriate tree each site
can handle. The only trees reduced in
height are ones with serious defects but
which are important to residents and the
landscape. Tree inspections are done
annually. They no longer plant trees
prone to breakage. Group plantings
are done whenever possible for wind
resistance. Trees prone to storm breakage
growing over unmovable valuable
targets are phased out and replaced with
storm-resistant trees. Every year they
plant new trees. Preventive pruning
programs remove defects that may lead
to branch or tree failure and are designed
to create structurally sound trunks and
branches that will sustain a tree for a long
time. Appropriate thinning of branches to
allow more wind flow does not influence
the size or shape of a tree.
Villages do not have the budgets
of the large cities, but it is necessary
for Tree Plans to provide proper care
for mature trees, in conjunction with
planting and looking after new ones.
We have benefited over the last 60
years from the beautiful trees that earlier
residents took the initiative to plant and
care for. Generations of children have
played and grown up under these trees
with the older folks walking out to see
the autumn colours. Little by little these
trees are disappearing. Whether through
poor choices, neglect or necessity, we
lose a part of the heritage that makes our
villages what they are. Let us make the
right choices, so we leave a continuing
legacy of trees that add so much to the
vibrancy of our communities, avoiding
the disastrous approach of tree-top
removal.
Robin Sherrod,
ISA Certified Arborist
New Denver
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Gardening event to be held in Nakusp, September 29, 2009
submitted
Nakusp’s first Community
Garden will host an update of the
Hummingbird Gardening Group’s
activities and a talk by enthusiastic
gardener Jane Reksten. The event
takes place September 29 at 4 pm
in the garden, behind Kootenay
Savings Credit Union.
The garden is a place for kids,
teens, adults and seniors to meet
and become involved in the process
of growing our own food and
discovering the value of medicinal
and edible herbs.
Reksten graduated from the
University of Victoria with a degree
in Microbiology and Environmental
Studies before moving to Alberta
where she discovered a passion
for gardening. After completing a
Diploma in Horticulture from Olds

College she worked in the landscape
design and maintenance industry in
Calgary. She started work at the
Calgary Zoo and Botanical Gardens
as the schoolyard naturalization
project leader and is now their

Botanical Education Coordinator.
Reksten is a frequent writer and
speaker on a wide variety of
gardening topics and sits on steering
committees for both community
gardens and horticultural therapy.

Her topic will be Community
Gardens, followed by an open
forum discussion.
Hummingbird, sponsored
by Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Community Services, gratefully

acknowledges the financial support
of the Nakusp and Area Community
Foundation and Paul Peterson
(RDCK) as well as the many
volunteers who give their time and
energy to this project.

submitted
BC Hydro has started a fiveyear study on recreation demand
on the Arrow Lakes. The study will
gather information on all types of
recreation on the water and on the
shoreline, through face-to-face and
online surveys.
The face-to-face surveys were
field-tested several weeks ago, and
the online survey will be available
later this fall at www.arrow-lakessurvey.ca. The surveys will be
conducted at different times of the

year until the end of 2013.
The study’s purpose is to
determine whether there is a link
between lake levels and recreational
demand and, if so, to better
understand how changes in water

levels affect recreational use.
“Under the Columbia River
Water Use Plan, BC Hydro is
implementing a number of studies
to better understand the effects
of our operation of Arrow Lakes

Reservoir on non-power interests
including wildlife, fish, vegetation
and recreation,” explains BC Hydro.
The information from the
studies will be used during its water
use planning processes.

submitted
‘Small World,’ the next treat
in the popular ‘Food for Thought’
series, will take place on Thursday,
September 24 at 7 pm at the Silverton
Gallery. Daniel Hellyer will show his

slides of the intricate ecosystems of
our own backyards and will discuss
changing our perspective to explore
this microcosm. We shall visit the
world of tiger beetles and sphinx
moths, snake flies and long toed
salamanders in the Amazon beneath
the maple tree and the Serengeti of
the lawn.
Hellyer has been drawn to the
world of the small since he was a child
and has a wealth of knowledge to
share. He explains that our perspective
is usually at arm’s length to infinity
and we notice mostly things of our
own dimension. Man was once on
all fours and was more in touch with
the small world; Daniel will help us
to re-examine this perspective and see
the world as a child does.

The insects we will learn about
are those of our own area, our own
backyard. To explore this world you
don’t need bear spray or waders—
only a magnifying glass.
There will be displays of insects
and books about them, and the
audience will be provided with a
bibliography of books and websites.
The ‘Food for Thought’ series
is the fruition of one of Lorna
Obermayr’s many wonderful and
creative ideas. She believed that there
are many in our community who have
passions and knowledge to share and
that the community shares a hunger
for thought. Everyone is invited
to ‘Small World,’ a free program
sponsored by the Hidden Garden
Gallery and the Silverton Gallery.

BC Hydro to conduct five-year recreation survey on Arrow Lakes

Microcosmic photo show at Silverton Gallery

Reduced to sell! $269,000
The ladies of the Slocan Valley Women’s Institute held a pie sale during last
year’s Oktoberfest celebrations in Slocan City.

Slocan Valley Women’s Institute reports
submitted
The Slocan Valley Women’s
Institute has completed another
successful year with a wind-up
supper at a member’s home. In
the last 12 months this active and
busy organization helped with the
Hallowe’en Hoot, sent Christmas

treats to the Pavilion, made treats
for local seniors, purchased trees for
the cemetery, helped at the flu clinic
and hosted a WI spring conference.
Fundraisers included a booth at
the Christmas Craft Faire; a Spring
Fling in May with bake sale, plant
sale, yard sale and concessions; a
50/50 draw; and a pie sale at the
Oktoberfest celebration. All these
activities enabled the WI to make
some sizable donations to schools,
hospitals, the food bank and others.
Favourites were the Nelson Hospital
Foundation’s drive to purchase a
CAT scan and the Pavilion’s therapy
bicycle.
Guest speakers gave interesting
talks on Destination Imagination,
edible and medicinal plants, and
the Selkirk Nursing Program’s
practicum in Guatemala.
If you would like to be a part of
this organization call Dawn at 3552252 or Mable at 355-2357.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Slocan council, September 16: Visioning exercise in the works
by Katrine Campbell
• Lynda Lafleur from Columbia
Basin Trust appeared as a delegation
to talk about the Community
Visioning exercise for which council
has just signed a contract. She noted
there is a widespread perception that
“we’ve been studied to death” and
wanted the council and audience
to understand the exercise “is an
important piece to moving forward
and strengthening the community.”
She called the $30,000 project
an opportunity for people to bring
forward their ideas and thoughts on
how to get through these challenging
economic times. Residents shouldn’t
feel the study would be done and
shelved, which has been the pattern
in the past.
“The Trust is confident Slocan
will move forward,” she said.
• During public participation
time, David Bouliane, who identified
himself as a certified Red Seal
journeyman carpenter, asked for
clarification of the building bylaws.
He asked why concrete was being
poured at the old Slocan Hotel site
when a stop work order had been
posted, and expressed concern with
the way the huge dry-pack stone
wall surrounding the site had been
constructed.
Mayor Madeleine Perriere said
the building inspector had been
notified, that no building permit had
been issued as the required plans
had not been submitted, and that the
Village and building inspector were
working on the problem.
• Barbara Hortin read her letter
of complaint about the campground
hosts at Springer Creek RV park.
Council made no comment, and
CAO Shana Paivarinta said the letter
would be on the agenda at the next
meeting.
• Council directed the CAO
to draft a ‘Licence to Occupy’ the
former Valhalla Crew Camp lands
for Ecozy Homes for a term of 18
months, to be reviewed and approved
by council.
• A resolution to exchange
Village land on the old Slocan Hotel
site for a piece of privately-owned
land was rescinded, and replaced by
a resolution to sell the laneway to
Slocan Holdings Ltd. for $17,733.31
plus costs.
The CAO was instructed to
prepare the necessary closure and
removal of highway dedication
bylaws for the portion of the lane
between Slocan and Springer Streets,
adjacent to Lots A and B, Block 31.
• Council asked staff to arrange
a meeting with an RDCK planner to
help create options for multi-family
residential zoning.
• Council will apply for funding
to host an intern under the Local
Government Management Internship
Program. If successful, the Village
would receive $36,000 to hire, for
one year, an intern who has recently
earned a post-secondary degree or
diploma. There is a province-wide
problem with senior municipal staff
reaching retirement age, and the
program is designed to attract and
train competent individuals for local
government careers.
• Staff will draft a letter to Area
H Director Walter Popoff asking
the RDCK to consider repairing

Arlington Road, which is in such
bad shape that “they’re patching the
patches.”
• Council received a request from
CPR that the Village a) refund a tax
penalty imposed for late payment
(CPR says it never got the tax bill)
and b) exempt the portion of its
property deemed ‘recreational’ (the
Slocan Valley Rail Trail). Council
asked the CAO to write to CPR
saying the Village sympathizes but
it is not logistically or financially
feasible to return the penalty as it
would require an order from the
minister. As for the second request,
taxes have already been reduced
and legislation does not allow
exemptions unless the corporation
has a partnership agreement with the
municipality.
• The Public Works report said
strapping on the roof of the Silvery
Slocan Hall has started to rot, and
recommended replacement. New
signs for the dock are on their way
and will be installed when they
arrive.
The supervisor also reported that
during the first week of September
the washrooms at the RV park
were vandalized; the toilet paper
dispensers were smashed and the
coin boxes on the showers crowbarred apart. Over the weekend of
September 5/6, the Village office
sign was stolen and tossed down the
Springer Creek waterfall in the RV
park. There was also damage to the
ballpark from somebody driving a
quad around.
• Administrative assistant
Michelle Gordon has been working
on two projects and the CAO
presented an update. The report
on the Village’s Tangible Capital
Assets, required by the province, is
due December 31 but it should be
completed by October 31.
The Climate Action Charter –
Carbon Neutral Project’s first report
included details on Village-owned
buildings, square footage, heat
sources, power consumption and fuel
consumption, and waste removal.
• The Board of Variance granted
a minor variance to Roy and Linda
Hicks to allow construction of a
three-bay carport.
• The new fees and charges bylaw
was given three readings. The bylaw
consolidates all fees and charges
which cover everything from dog
licences to business licences, from

photocopies to building permits.
• Council adopted a policy re:
renting Village equipment. This will
be done only if the person wishing
to rent can’t find a commercial
alternative, and only with a qualified
municipal employee to operate the
equipment.
• Council moved to support
in principle a resolution from the
City of Burnaby supporting four
communities fighting Catalyst
Paper’s petition to the Supreme
Court arguing that the major
industry property tax rate is illegal.
Burnaby says, “…preservation of
our legislated authority to establish
and collect property taxes…must be
respected by business, industry and
senior governments alike.”
Staff was instructed to write
a letter similar to Burnaby’s, but
specific to Slocan’s situation.
• Council will liaise with New
Denver’s Healthy Housing Society
(HHS) to co-ordinate the HHS
‘Building a Sustainable Economy in
the North Slocan Valley’ project with

Slocan’s ‘Sub-Regional Strategy for
Community Sustainability’ project.
• Councillor Hillary Elliott
reported on the last RDCK meeting,
noting that Castlegar had paid its
taxes to the RDCK and the hospital
district, despite not receiving taxes
from Celgar.
The Economic Development
Commission will hold its next
meeting October 23 in Slocan; the
last meeting was cancelled due to
lack of a quorum.
• Elliott also reported on the
Waterfront Committee meeting. The
Village was asked to respond to the
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society’s
request for a bulletin board by
asking the group to look into using
the Valhalla Park bulletin board for
now. It also asked the Village to
approach the Slocan Valley Heritage
Trail Society board “to enhance the
section of trail from the bridge to
the gazebo through their grant for
forestry job creation.”
The committee discussed the
waterfront and members were asked
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to document their ‘vision’ for it on
their map for next meeting.
• Councillor Jessica Lunn
reported that Official Community
Plan committee members agreed to
review the OCP individually then
bring back ideas for change. The
meetings are the first Tuesday of the
month, and are open to the public.
The committee has openings for two
more members.
• Councillor Jean Patterson
brought in eight recommendations
from the Community Library
Committee. Council approved the
suggested hours of operation, the
planned opening September 29 with
a grand opening October 10, and the
use of the Village phone number on
book labels.
Other suggestions, including new
bookshelves, internet connection and
storm windows, required financing.
The CBT’s Lafleur, in the council
audience, suggested that the Trust
could help and offered to find some
funding as the Village had nothing
in this year’s budget.
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the involvement of Interior Health
in the festival planning process, in
response to an email received from
Renee J. Ansel, Environmental Health
Officer out of Nelson. Ansel says in
her email that Jazz Fest organizers
have not included her for the past two
years, “which has resulted in the event
operating in an unsanitary manner
which is resulting in an increased risk
to the public’s health.”
• Council received two proposals
for the Community Capacity Building
Coordinator and referred them to the
Municipal Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• Council received an email from
Kathy Freeman thanking council
members, office staff and the Village
work crew for their help in making the
TSN-Kraft Celebration Tour family
picnic a great success. She mentions
that once the plan for the logger sports
grounds is completed, she’d like to
have a public meeting for input and
comments.
• Councillors Cormie and
Leathwood accepted the invitation
to do a 10-15-minute presentation on
Kaslo’s food charter and community
garden at the upcoming UBCM
conference.

• A recommended motion from
the Municipal Services Committee
to write off $2,090.55 from YRB’s
account was passed, with Councillor
Cormie opposed. As it was unclear to
council members whether or not this
write-off was part of the agreement
negotiated with YRB, Councillor
Leathwood commented that council
should clarify things like this carefully
during negotiations.
• Council received the minutes of
the August 4 meeting of the Kemball
Memorial Building Management
Committee. As recommended by the
committee, all communications from
the Village regarding the Kemball
Memorial Centre will be delivered to
the public works foreman’s Village
hall mailbox. Also, office space for
rent will be posted on the Village
website.
• The Village will express
support for the RDCK’s resolution to
investigate options for local energy
self-sufficiency.
• The Village will express
support for the RDCK Central Waste
Management Committee’s efforts
to reduce costs, but will advise that
council believes the most appropriate
long term location for a transfer

station in the Kaslo area is at the
present site.
• The Village will provide a
letter of support to the Columbia
Basin Trust for the Kaslo and Area
D adaptive climate change strategy
project.
• Mayor Lay and the Chief
Administrative Officer were
authorized to sign a lease with Mr.
Scarlett and Mr. Glatiolis for airport
hangar space for a three-year term,
with a lease fee of $106.67 in the
first year and 1% increases in each
subsequent year of the term.
• Bylaws 1091, 2010 Tax
Exemption Bylaw, and 1092, Fee
Setting Bylaw, were read three times.
• Mayor Lay and CAO Sawyer
were authorized to sign a consent
and indemnity agreement with the
Emergency and Health Services
Commission for First Responder
service.
• Mayor Lay was authorized
to attend the second CBT regional
workshop for local governments on
communities adapting to climate
change in Nelson on October 14.
• Accounts payable in the amount
of $ 71,963.06 were approved for
payment.

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo council is sticking to its
decision to cut down the fir tree by the
cenotaph, despite significant public
sentiment to save the tree.
The issue was re-visited at the
September 8 council meeting, when
council received a petition with over
100 signatures of people in support
of efforts to save the tree. The
person who gathered the signatures,
Renata Klassen, attended the council
meeting as a delegation. She asked
council to pass a motion to halt
the cutting of the tree, and to get a
professional assessment of the tree.
The tree is slated to be cut down as
part of the Water Street beautification/
Lakeview Trail project. It is in good
health, but sits on the edge of the
bank, which is showing signs of
erosion. The decision to cut down
the tree is based on assessments by
the public works foreman and council
members. “It is considered to be a
risk to the Village,” explained Mayor
Lay during public question period at
the end of the council meeting.
As part of her delegation,
Klassen submitted three letters from
people with some authority. Silvio
Lettrari of the Kaslo Trailblazers
Society writes that the society is in
support of re-evaluation of the tree
by a professional qualified person.

Marc-Luc Lalumiere, currently
working on old growth Douglas fir
trees growing on a vertical rock face
in the Vancouver area, writes that the
Water Street bank could be restored
at minimal cost. He suggests that the
tree could also be topped as a further
safety precaution. A letter from John
Wells, with over 10 years experience
in forest and road engineering, states
that the tree is currently secure and
healthy, and that “remedial steps are
clearly available to secure the slope
below the tree.”
Klassen told council it was
“worthwhile to make these small
efforts to save the tree,” and pointed
out that the tree withstood the recent
extreme windstorm. Klassen’s letter
accompanying the petition stated,
“We believe this tree is a living
memorial (a veteran in its own right)
which frames the bay and adds much
to the beauty of downtown Kaslo.”
However, council’s main
concerns are liability and cost.
Councillor Leathwood said that the
Village could be sued if any problems
arose from not cutting down the tree.
As for cost concerns, council did not
budget for an assessment of the tree,
and any remedial work to stabilize
the bank would carry a price tag.
Mayor Lay mentioned during public
question period that it would cost
about $1,000 for an assessment of
all three Water Street fir trees that
are slated to come down. Leathwood
added that the issue had been on the
table for a long time and that council
had gone back and forth three times

on their decision to cut down the third
tree near the cenotaph.
Mayor Lay asked Klassen if
property owners directly adjacent
to the tree had signed the petition.
“That’s our major concern here –
there are property owners at risk.”
He also asked how many people had
seen the Water Street plan to see how
many trees would be planted as part
of the project.
Klassen said the issue was
not the Water Street plan – it was
this particular tree, its age and its
significance. “It’s a living memorial,”
she said.
Mayor Lay asked if there had
been any discussion about how the
tree could be memorialized after
being cut down. “Could a chainsaw
carver create something out of it?”
Klassen reiterated that the point
was to preserve the tree, as it is a
living memorial.
Council decided to refer the issue
back to the Development Services
Committee meeting of September 10.
Before the September 10
committee meeting, Klassen
submitted letters from four out of
the five people who own property
adjacent to the tree. The letters stated
that the adjacent property owners
were willing to consider options for
the preservation of the tree.
At the September 10 committee
meeting, the public works foreman
reported that it would cost $10,000$20,000 to restore the bank.
The committee decided to stick
to the decision to cut the tree down.

There were some inaccuracies in
a story entitled ‘Transformer failure
wreaks havok in Kaslo’s health centre’
in our last issue. Here is what happened.
When the power went out in
Kaslo on August 17, the power did
not transfer to the backup generator
at the health centre. The starter motor
on the generator failed, causing a light
haze of smoke in the basement. The

Kaslo Volunteer Fire Department was
called in to clear the smoke coming
from the mechanical room, which
is located on the south side of the
building, not underneath the emergency
area. No personnel or residents had to
be evacuated. Once the smoke was
cleared, the fire department brought a
temporary generator to the emergency
area until the power was restored.

Kaslo council, September 8: Location for childcare programs discussed
by Jan McMurray
• Council received the notes
of a meeting held August 22
regarding the amalgamation of the
Periwinkle Childrens Centre (existing
preschool program) and the Kaslo
Childcare Centre (proposed daycare
program). Mayor Lay and Councillor
Leathwood attended the August 22
meeting to tell the members of the
two childcare groups that council
wants to see childcare services offered
at the school, in partnership with the
school district. However, Councillor
Leathwood is noted as saying that if
negotiations with the school district
are not successful, council would
consider supporting a retrofit of
the current Periwinkle facility to
accommodate both the preschool and
daycare programs.
Since this meeting, Periwinkle
and Kaslo Childcare Centre board
members have met to further define
amalgamation. Representatives of
the Kaslo Childcare Centre Society
also attended council’s Development
Services Committee meeting as a
delegation on September 10 to explain
that operating at the school was not
viable because there is currently

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.
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Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

no suitable space at the school and
because it would cost $50,000 to
renovate a classroom to meet the
licencing requirements of a daycare
centre. They also announced the
amalgamation of the two childcare
groups and their plans to raise money
to renovate the Periwinkle building so
that both programs can operate there.
They asked for a letter of support in
principle from council for this plan.
The Development Services
Committee decided to seek further
information from the school district.
• Because it is too late to go to
referendum this year on the question
of a regional fire service, council
discussed Director Shadrack’s
suggestion to extend the existing
contract between the two local
governments for one year. CAO
Sawyer said she thought there was
a need to re-negotiate the contract
because of changes in equipment.
Council agreed to advise Shadrack
that council would like to renegotiate
the fire services contract.
• The Heritage Legacy Fund
confirmed approval of the $25,000
grant for the Kaslo City Hall window
and doors refurbishing. Council
acknowledged Deputy Clerk Carol
Hughes’ hard work on the application.
Councillor Cormie reported that
two bids had been received by the
City Hall Conservation Committee
for the window and doors refurbishing
job, and that the committee was
recommending that council accept the
low bid for $50,000 from AP Building
Services. The other council members
pointed out that there was a problem
with the process – that the City Hall
Conservation Committee should have
forwarded the two bids and the call
for bids advertisement to council for
review. Cormie said she would locate
this paperwork, which was referred to
the Municipal Services Committee
with power to act.
An ad will be placed to call for
proposals to install the fire alarm
portion of the City Hall sprinkler
system.
• A letter from a resident expresses
disappointment with council’s
decision to extend the hours of the
noise bylaw during Jazz Fest, and
raises other issues concerning the
festival. Council agreed to refer
the letter to the Municipal Services
Committee.
• Council will advise both the
Jazz Festival and the May Days
organizers that council recommends

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
A safe, confidential place for sharing, activities and having fun!
Do you experience ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, MOOD SWINGS
OR SEASONAL AFFECTED SPECTRUM DISORDER?
If you would like to spend time with others that share your
concerns you will enjoy this new program. Enjoy outings,
cooking, speakers, and activities in this participant designed
weekly program guided by a facilitator.
For more information, date and
location please call Jenny at
250-353-7691 ext.302 and
leave a confidential voicemail
or e-mail connections@nklcss.org

Kaslo council stands firm on cutting down fir tree near cenotaph

Correction to power failure story
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Silverton council, September 15: Campground manager reports on successful 2009
by Art Joyce
• Campground attendant Monika
Smutny appeared as a delegation to
present her report. Campsite visits
this year generated an increase of
about $1,000 in fees, with 925 visitors
and 528 campers. Smutny noted
that cancellation of the shuttle bus
negatively affected camper stays
during VSSM and the provincial
fire ban also had an effect. She
recommended a new, clearly readable
sign at the highway to direct visitors
to the campground. The sign could be
handcrafted locally, providing work
for a local artisan or possibly done
at the school as a work experience
project. Items to plan for in future
would be handicapped and wheelchair
accessibility, washer/dryer, recycling
and storage bins. Mayor Everett
thanked her for her work, relating that
the Village has had many compliments
on the campground this year.
• Memorial Hall manager Gary
Willman appeared as a delegation
to present his report. Among his

Open House
at Sandon
Museum

submitted
The Sandon Historical Society
invites everyone to its fall Open
House, October 4 from 1 to 5 pm
at the Sandon Museum. Come to
Sandon, dig a little deeper and enjoy
a variety of events and activities.
These will include opening
phase one of ‘Mining in Sandon
Yesterday & Today,’ a new museum
display; Alma Harris’ personal photo
collection slide show and a new (to
us) 1901 detailed map of the city
of Sandon on-screen in our heated
film room; inauguration of the
‘Lorna Obermayr Sandon Museum
Special Projects Fund’ with a photo
dedication; a candle lantern tour of
the ghostly basement exhibits and a
reading of Gene Peterson’s Sandon
ghost story; on-site recording of
Sandon stories and oral histories;
a community genealogy project for
long-time local families; a hymn
sing (bring a hymnal – any flavour)
accompanied by one of our two
pump organs, and other musical
events and refreshments.
The society will happily welcome
to its collection all contributions
related to Sandon: objects,
documents, photos, and stories, as
well as ideas and financial donations
(over $10 lands you a receipt for tax
purposes). Applications for Sandon
Historical Society memberships
will be available: individual $10,
family $15. No admission will be
charged for this special day but
donations and memberships are
always appreciated.
The museum is still open through
September and on and continues to
attract many visitors from around
the world who are fascinated by
Sandon and especially its museum.
We invite you to return to Sandon
– ‘The Place Where It Really All
Began in the Slocan’– to explore
your local history with other friends
of the Sandon Museum.
See the ad in this issue of The
Valley Voice for details. For more
information please call 250-3582604 or the museum at 250-3587920.

recommendations was a maintenance
plan to avoid deterioration of the
building, utilizing the business plan
for the hall, and the fullest possible
working arrangement between
management and the Village office.
• Mayor Everett provided council
with a public works update. The
Village has received health permits
to replace water mains between Sixth
and Seventh Avenues, with work
probably due to begin next week.
The new 8-inch water lines for the
reservoir should arrive soon. WSA
is finalizing plans for installation of
a second pump at the pumphouse.
Village works crews were called into
service in New Denver to help with
clean-up after the windstorm as part
of the ongoing mutual assistance
agreement between the Villages.
• In the mayor’s report it was
noted that the Village received a grant
for $99,000 from Western Economic
Diversification for a new campground
washroom and showers. A basic plan
is in place with structures designed
to fit into the environment. At a
Facilities and Recreation Committee
meeting last week the mayor gave an
erroneous number for Memorial Hall
washroom insulation; the actual cost is
$500 for materials and labour. Mayor
Everett further noted that he will try
to schedule a meeting with council to
review the Village OCP sometime in
November.
• Councillor Barber reported that a
letter has been sent to BC Parks calling
for reinstatement of the park ranger for

Valhalla Provincial Park.
• Councillor Main volunteered to
be the Village representative with the
New Denver Healthy Housing Society
committee for Building a Sustainable
Economy in the North Slocan Valley.
• Council discussed the letter from
Johnston Meier Insurance Agencies
regarding the latest valuation of
Village properties and assets.
Memorial Hall assets increased by
$22,000 as a result of hall renovations.
Councillor Barber questioned the
agency’s claim that “inflation on
property is running around 8%,”
noting that property values across
BC have gone down by 15%. Mayor
Everett said according to Kootenay
Savings, most properties in the area
have not gone down. Councillor Main
said assessments have been frozen
at 2007 levels but in actuality local
values have continued creeping up.
She recommended the contents of
Silverton Gallery be re-evaluated.
During public question period it was
suggested that at least two or three
insurance agencies be contacted for
valuation estimates and quotes for
insurance services.
• Council discussed the
upcoming vacancy in Memorial
Hall management. The mayor
suggested a committee form contract
guidelines in preparation for the call
for management proposals and invited
a member of the public to join the
committee. Outgoing manager Gary
Willman was invited to join and
accepted.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

• The 2009 appointments revisions
were discussed. Councillor Main will
be on the finance committee and
court of revision; Councillor Johnson
is stepping down as the Village’s
Community Club representative.
• During public question period,
Kathy Provan asked, “Will the arena
be up and running this season?”
“That’s certainly our desire,” Mayor
Everett answered. Provan next asked,
“I’m just wondering where the Friends
of Silverton Hall fit in? Are we still
needed anymore?” “The Friends have
If you need

FURNACE &/or
STOVE OIL

Sandon Historical Society
presents its
Fall Open House

Sunday, October 4, 1-5 pm
Sandon Museum
View our new exhibits!
Listen to ghost stories!
Hymn sing! Door prizes!
Guess the weight of the
Galena!
Membership
forms available
No admission
charge

done a terrific job of raising funds in
the past,” the mayor said, “and I would
dearly hope they continue to be willing
to do that. The Village is not in a
position to put more capital assets into
the hall on its own. The Friends are
certainly welcome to put in a proposal
for the management contract.”

VALHALLA DOJO
IN
NEW DENVER
LUCERNE SCHOOL GYM
MON & THURS: 6 – 8 PM.

you can order from us!
Genelle Petroleum
is now a branch of the
Slocan Valley Co-op

BEGINS MON. OCT. 5, 2009
INTERNATIONAL CURRICULUM

To order, call

Contact: rmbardati@yahoo.com

(Genelle)

(250) 358-7733

250-693-2313
250-226-7433

www.kyokushin.ca

(Slocan Park)

			

ARBOUR DAY
The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbour Day on
Monday, October 19, 2009. We will pick up
all yard and pruning waste that is placed
at the curb by 8 a.m. Please ensure
that all branches are bundled and tied
and all garden refuse (leaves, etc.) is
bagged. Absolutely no household
garbage or construction material will be
picked up. Thank you for your cooperation.
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VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

2010 PERMISSIVE TAX EXEMPTIONS
Section 224 of the Community Charter provides that Council
may exempt from taxation certain lands and improvements.
Taxes that would be imposed annually are estimated to be
$2,331.32. For the year 2010, the following property tax
exemptions are proposed:
1.

Buildings set apart for public worship, areas
surrounding these buildings, and necessary halls
including land which surrounds halls and land on
which halls stand under Section 224 (f) and 224 (i) of
the Community Charter:

(a)

That portion of Lot 6, Block 14, Plan 9501, District
Lot 542, Kootenay District (Turner Memorial United
Church) commencing at the southwest corner of Lot
6, Block 14, thence north fifty feet, thence east thirty
feet, thence south fifty feet, thence west thirty feet to
the point of commencement; ($197.58)

(b)

Lots 7 & 8, Block 35, Plan 557, District Lot 549,
Kootenay District (St. Anthony’s Catholic Church);
($670.72)

(c)

That portion of Lot 1, Plan NEP76881, District Lot 549,
Kootenay District (St. Stephen’s Anglican Church),
commencing at the south west corner of Lot 1, Plan
NEP76881, thence north fifty-five feet, thence east one
hundred feet, thence south fifty-five feet to the south
east corner of Lot 1, Plan NEP76881, thence west one
hundred feet to the point of commencement; ($596.70)

(d)

Lots 1-3, Block 48, Plan 557, District Lot 549, Kootenay
District (Pentecostal Church); ($866.32)

					
					

Carol Gordon, CMC
Administrator
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AUTUMN CELEBRATIONS
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Deb Guest and her team ably,
and deliciously, ran the concession.
There were lots of raffle prizes,
samples and plenty to see and do.
Highlights, aside from the
staggering variety of entries, included
the ever-popular World Famous
Zucchini Race. In it’s ninth year,
the entries were more creative than
ever and drew a huge audience. “It
was great fun,” says Mark Aeichele,
thanking Collin Baico and sponsors
Overwaitea Foods, On The Marks
(T-shirts), Arrow Lakes Engraving
(trophies), Schneiders (hot-rods) and
all the participants and supporters.
“We had 16 entries, and our
winners were brother and sister
teams - first place was Riley Hall,
second was his sister Courtney,
and third place went to Steven and
Lauren Sapietis. We had a couple of
derailments, but nothing serious, and
one innovative contestant entered a
frozen zucchini - not recommended,
enough said – but it sure livened
things up! It’s all about fun, after all.”
The Jail and Bail event was
more popular than ever, raising
more than $3,600 for the Nakusp
and Community Foundation, advises
Mayor Karen Hamling. “We were
delighted to have Mrs. Leitch’s
grade six class participating,” she
says. “We explained to them the
principle of philanthropy, and they

were keen to participate. We also
appreciate the continuing support
of the Kootenay Savings Credit
Union and Overwaitea, and of the
community members who have
benefited from our grants. The
foundation allocates approximately
$8,000 a year in interest to grants,
and supports such endeavours as the
food bank, a fruit and milk program
in Burton school, and a high school
lunch program.
A new addition, which
promises to be a winner, was a
‘Trashion Show,’ featuring designs
crafted from recyclables. The four
contestants garnered a hugely
enthusiastic audience, with many
pledging to submit entries next
year. “It’s so cool!” giggled one
group of teenagers. Janet Royko
took first prize with a ‘reversible
waterproof cape’ made of a used
plastic tablecloth and shredded
paper.
Alice Smith was resplendent in a
futuristic, ‘Out of this World’ outfit;
Shannon Heppner was fetching as
Little Bo Peep in trash bag frills; and
Gail Ponto upstaged Scarlett O’Hara
in a truly stunning gown made of old
curtains and vintage lace.
All in all, the fair was a marvelous
experience, and an affirmation of the
talent, dedication and creativity of
this unique community of ours.

99th annual Nakusp Fall Fair a huge success
vegetable, canning, baking and
floral exhibits were well represented,
augmented by an impressive array of
arts and crafts, products and services,
food and performances that ensured
a fabulous experience for the record
number of attendees.
“It was a huge success,” affirms
Janet Royko, thanking long-term
co-coordinator Marilyn Boxwell,
who passed the torch to Royko.
“We had 517 adult and more than
100 children as paid admissions,

Wedding Dresses &
Prom Dresses, Mother of
the Bride & Bridesmaid
Dresses, Cocktail Dresses,
Custom Design & Accessories
“HUGE End of Season Sale! In Stock Cocktail dresses, Mother of
the Bride/Groom dresses, and PROM dresses up to 50% off! 4 days
only! Sept 23, 24, 25, 26, 2009. And Brides, order your wedding
dress by end of September 2009 and receive 30% off accessories!”

1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC),
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

plus various volunteers, exhibitors
and entertainers – we are especially
pleased and excited about all the
youth participation, and a huge thank
you to principal George Harding of
NES and to the teachers at NSS and
their students. They contributed a
wonderfully fresh perspective to
the fair.”
Vo l u n t e e r s , s a y s R o y k o ,
continue to be the bedrock of the
fair. “Larry Parkes was a marvelous
MC, directing events and making
sure people were aware of all the
activities. Chris Grout and her team
did a great job of judging entries –
not an easy task! Heather Davidson
arranged a gorgeous display of
quilting. Moira Miller presented
scrapbooking. Lisa Ante’s students
helped with set-up and clean-up. Gail
Ponto and her team were in charge
of registrations. Really, it would
be impossible to name everyone
individually, but each contributed
to the success of the fair and we do
offer our sincere thanks. Also, we
had the support of many sponsors
and promoters, such as Bernardin
and Certo for the canning, Fleishman
yeast, and contributors to categories
and events. It is most appreciated.”
Arrow Lakes Arts Council was
on hand to promote its concert series
and various community artist events,
as well as to fundraise by selling
scrumptious homemade pies and
donated plants.

October 2 - October 10
Open 11 am - 9 pm

photo credit: lori benjamin

by Lori Benjamin
Faire’s Fair. At 99 years young,
the Nakusp and District Fall Fair
put on an exhibition that will keep
organizers busy trying to top for next
year’s centennial.
Originating in 1910, named
the Nakusp Agricultural Fair, the
event has grown to include an
impressive variety of displays and
entertainment. Numerous categories
attracted 287 entries, says Cheryl
Truax. The traditional fruit and

Christina Nolan, Judy Anderson and Bailey Henschke were among the many
who were locked up at the Nakusp Fall Fair. This fundraiser for the Nakusp
and Area Community Foundation was super successful, raising over $3,600.

Jacob Massey (l) and Marilyn Massey (r) at the Arrow Lakes Arts Council
display table, at the Nakusp and District Fall Fair.

Village of
New Denver
Thank You!
The Village of New Denver would like to thank the many
residents, business owners and volunteers who assisted in the
aftermath of the windstorm on September 3rd, 2009. Special
recognition goes to Centennial Campground hosts Jeff and
Ana, Fire Chief Leonard Casley and the members of the New
Denver and Area Volunteer Fire Department, Councillor Ann
Bunka, the Village’s Municipal Emergency Coordinator, and the
Public Works staff from Silverton and New Denver.
On behalf of the Mayor and Council of the Village of New
Denver – Thanks!
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Kaslo Hotel hosts first gala dinner, September 19
by Jan McMurray
Kaslo Hotel’s first gala dinner
on September 19 was the start of
something very good. The hotel plans
to host several of these special dinners
throughout the year – the next one is
October 24.
On September 19, Executive Chef
Thomas Sadelmann, and his cooks
Kayti Mihalynuk, Dylan Sexton, and
Jason Epp, prepared a 10-course dinner
extravaganza for 18 people – and they
did this without a hitch while still running
the hotel restaurant. Servers were Arin
Faye and Shelley Mihalynuk.
Hotel owners John and Susan
Eckland greeted the 18 dinner guests,

some from as far away as Calgary and
Lethbridge, in one of the third floor
condominium suites. In the spacious
and elegant suite, guests were introduced
to Skimmerhorn Wines from Creston.
Creston’s first winery, Skimmerhorn
produces seven different wines. The
owners of the vineyard were there to
enjoy the meal, and offered guests
samplings of their delicious wines all
evening.
An appetizer of steak tartar, cheese
and fruit was a wonderful way to
get the meal started upstairs in the
condominium. We moved downstairs to
the room overlooking Front Street for the
rest of the dinner. The room was warmly

Valley Voice Editor, Jan McMurray, poses with Kayti Mihalynuk before the
September 19 gala dinner at the Kaslo Hotel.

Community Harvest Festival at Lucerne
submitted
Lucerne School staff and students
will host the second annual Harvest
Festival on October 2. To celebrate
another glorious fall bounty, the
community is invited to come and
enjoy and eat from the new school
garden.
The format will be similar to a
traditional fall fair with display tables
to show off the biggest, strangest and
most beautiful flowers, fruits and
vegetables of the season. Participants
can also enjoy sharing and tasting an
assortment of breads, baking, jams
and preserves. For those with an
artistic flair there will be nature art
and poetry and a fall photo category.
Last year the farm animals were
extremely popular and well cared for.
So please, round up your loveliest
chickens and horses and your cutest
rabbits and pigs, etc. and bring them
down for the community to admire.

Portable pens will be available on site.
The display entries will not be
judged but all of those who enter will
be rewarded.
As well as the displays, there will
also be a fall clean-up of the school
garden and ‘Stone Soup’ from the
garden served to all participants.
Other activities will include scarecrow
building, spinning, square dancing,
bug adventures, composting, apple
pressing, eating and music.
The Harvest Festival is an allages event welcoming all members
of the Slocan Lake community. We
are looking for donations of small
canning jars, fruit and vegetables
(especially apple seconds for juicing)
and musicians and volunteer time on
the day of the festival. All entries,
except animals, should be dropped
at the school by 3 pm on Thursday,
October 1. Contact Julia at 358-2745
to get involved.

Community is invited to the…
HARVEST FESTIVAL
At Lucerne School, Friday, October 2, 9:30-12:30
Come and celebrate the Fall Bounty and the School Garden

Bring your products for display and tasting:
Flowers, Fruit and Vegetables, Jams and Preserves, Breads and Baking
Show off: Nature Art, Fall Photos and Farm Animals.
Join in the Activities!
Scarecrow building, Farm Animal viewing, Apple Pressing, Harvest
Display, Stone Soup Making, Square Dancing, Garden Clean-up and
Composting, Music and Eating!
Bring all entries for display to
the school foods room by 3 pm
Thursday, October 1st.
Wanted: Volunteers, Farm
Animals, Small canning jars, Fruit
(especially juicing apples. We
will pick!) .
Contact: Julia 358-2745

decorated, and the tables were adorned
with colourful edible flowers from the
garden of Gayle Mihalynuk.
The first dish served in the
diningroom, the butternut squash and
lobster bisque, was a delicious and
delicately flavoured creamy soup. Next
came the spinach and grapefruit salad
with strawberries and cashews and
topped with marinated scallops. Then
there was the Canadian goat cheese
and shiitake mushrooms dish, in a
phyllo pastry with a forest mushroom
vinaigrette.
The first dessert was an extremely
flavourful black cherry and triple sec
sorbet with orange zest confit. After a
break, we were served pheasant ragout.
The pheasant was marinated in Madeira
sauce for a wonderful flavour, served
in a pastry shell. Next came the jumbo
prawn, cooked in a whiskey sauce, set
on risotto, and finished with Hollandaise
sauce. The beef tenderloin medallion
with blue cheese crust was served with
very tender red, orange and white baby
carrots and parisienne potatoes.
Dessert was ‘Kaslo Sunset Coupe’–
homemade mocha and amaretto ice
cream topped with B52 marinated
blueberries, strawberries, whipped cream
and chocolate shavings. Finally, the

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296
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after dinner drink – orange juice, lemon
juice, cognac, rum and honey, all heated
and combined with black tea – was a
wonderful finishing touch to a truly
exceptional evening.

Global Gift
Discoveries

3 1 8 B ro a d w a y S t .

This incredible culinary experience at
the Kaslo Hotel is highly recommended.
Although a bit pricey at $300 a couple with
a night’s stay included, it is hard to beat
if you are looking for a special night out.

Inspiring Arts
& Crafts

Nakusp, BC

265-3288
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Nakusp council, September 8: Still no word on fire hall and campsite grant applications

by Art Joyce
• BDO Dunwoody appeared as
a delegation to present the Village’s
audited financial statements. New
this year is the investment in the
community forest. Capital assets went
up and there was a large increase in
grant revenue. Hot springs revenues
didn’t go up much due to rising costs.
• Campsite managers Merrila
and Grant Thorpe appeared as a
delegation with an update of the
year’s activity and income. The coded
doorlock system for washrooms
has been a deterrent for vandalism
this year, and created roughly a
50% savings in paper products. The
continued return of long term guests
report positive feedback on the
cleanliness of washrooms, however
improvements are badly needed to
the facility. Campsite contractors pay
a $24,000 annual lease fee; Merrila
said she thought the intent of these
fees was for capital improvements.
CAO Lafleur said the building is to
be replaced with new washrooms and
showers, but there has been a delay
in the grant approval from Western
Diversification. “There was no point
spending a bunch of money now if
we’re just going to replace it,” said
Lafleur.
• Mayor Hamling reported on a
BC Hydro wharf update. Geotech
engineers will be here this month,
boring holes in the beach for
testing to see whether soil will need
compression for pilings. They will
then be able to proceed with design
work; the wharf should be built in
spring 2011. Burton should be getting
their new wharf next year.
• The mayor provided council
with a grant status update. A heritage
registry committee is being formed
and a Village councillor will be asked
to sit on the committee. Still no word
on the fire hall application. Mayor
Hamling asked MP Jim Abbott “why
we haven’t heard anything and Abbott
said there’s $130 million waiting in
the fund, but there’s an accounting
issue with it turning up as a deficit if
it’s given out at the wrong time, so
they’re sitting on it.” Administrator
Lafleur said that pending budget
discussions for the Village may
require council to find a ‘Plan B’ for
the fire hall.
• Engineer Trevor Shepherd of
Delterra Engineering reported that all
the parts are ordered for the ice plant
and should be delivered on September
21, making the mid-October target
for having ice in place a feasible
goal. Minor hockey representatives
say the first game is scheduled for
mid-November, first tournament
November 21. Ice time for practice
has been arranged in Kaslo.
• Mayor Hamling reported on
the dispersal of CBT funding for the
Needles bridge project. The account
has now been closed and the money
will be put into the CBT Community
Initiatives fund for 2010.
• The mayor will be going to
the school to teach students about
council. The kids will get to sit in
on council as well as have their own
‘mock’ council.
• Councillor Leitch reported
that community forest logging is
underway, and about 2,000 m3 have
been cut.
• Bylaw 614-5, 2009, regarding

permitted uses of garden and carriage
house suites, requires notification
of a public hearing which will be
set for the September 22 regular
council meeting. Final adoption of
Bylaw 586-1, 2009, to amend the
cost charged for Village pins, was
approved.
First and second readings of
Bylaw 623, 2009, to limit smoking
in certain areas and prohibit excessive
idling of vehicles in certain areas,
were passed. Councillor Leitch said
that the non-smoking provision
should be limited to “areas we have
control over, not outside pubs.”
Administrator Lafleur will amend
bylaw section 2.1 to omit “place
where people sit or stand together in
close proximity within the Village
of Nakusp,” and section 3.3. from
7.5 metres to a distance of 10 metres
from “an area of public assembly.”
Administrator Lafleur said the
upcoming UBCM convention will
have a motion that the Province enact
and administer anti-smoking bylaws,
currently administered by Interior
Health. The amendments and second
reading were passed.
• The Nakusp Museum’s request
to sound the historic SS Minto
sternwheeler whistle at noon from
June through September was granted.
• Councillor Meuller will sit on
the Age Friendly Project with CAO
Lafleur as alternate.
• Community Projects
Coordinator Beth McLeod’s request
for the Village’s adoption of a tourism
brand identity was adopted.
• Patrick Judd’s request for council
support of a family subdivision was
discussed, with Councillor Hughes
urging that the Village standard of a
one-acre limit to family subdivisions
be maintained. A motion was amended
accordingly and passed.
• Mayor Hamling asked that the
list of permissive tax exemptions be
amended to exclude the Seventh Day
Adventist church parking lot; the
motion was amended accordingly.
• Councillors Meuller and Hughes
will attend the CBT climate change
workshop.
• Council approved Councillor
Mueller’s request to invite the
Targa/Canada West car rally/race

to Nakusp and note available local
accommodations.
• The health unit disposition was
added to new business. The building
has been leased to the health ministry
for the past 40 years for $1 a year, but
council had earlier decided to sell the
property. CAO Lafleur will meet with
realtors to list the building. Interior

Health has a 90-day option to either
relocate or make a bid on the property.
• There was discussion of
property line inconsistencies in the
lane behind Broadway Avenue and
the Overwaitea. The administrator is
ordering appraisals. Some sheds are
encroaching on the 15-foot laneway
near the Leland Hotel, with some

encroachments of hydro poles and
trees behind the Credit Union may
have to be removed. Homeowners will
be notified and one garage will have to
be shortened or moved. Council will
meet with Overwaitea management to
offer the property behind Overwaitea
to the store owner and will list the
other property publicly.

submitted
As mass migrations go, a very
impressive one occurs each August near
Summit Lake south of Nakusp in the
West Kootenay. Upwards of a million
young western toads (Bufo boreas)
make their way from the lake-shore
breeding area to upland habitat. In their
path, however, is busy Highway 6,
claiming the lives of thousands.
During a two day period an
estimated 90,000 dead toadlets were
found on a one kilometre stretch of
highway. While the problem is not new,
biologists from the Fish & Wildlife
Compensation Program (FWCP) took
action this year in an attempt to improve
their chances of survival.
“Currently there is some wildlife
fencing, covering a portion of their
migration path, directing the toadlets
to use one of two culverts but both
the fence line and the culverts were
extremely dry,” says FWCP senior
wildlife biologist John Krebs. “We sent
a team to set up a gravity-fed sprinkling
system from a nearby creek in order to
thoroughly wet the key areas.”
The goal was to encourage the
amphibians to keep to the wetted areas
(to promote culvert use rather than
the road), and to reduce the risk of
dehydration.
In Canada western toads are
federally listed as a “special concern”
and worldwide (by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature) as
“near threatened” with a downward
population trend.
“The importance of the Summit
Lake breeding area for western
toads cannot be over-stated,” added
Krebs. “Though once widespread
throughout North America, BC is now
the continent’s stronghold for western
toads. The West Kootenay provides
some of the best habitat for them in
the province and within the region the

breeding phenomenon at Summit Lake
is second to none, by a long shot, – and
this is why the FWCP chose to act.”
The FWCP works on behalf of its
program partners the B.C. Ministry of
Environment, BC Hydro and Fisheries
and Oceans Canada to conserve and
enhance fish and wildlife impacted by
the construction of BC Hydro dams.
“Adult western toads converge in
the shallows of Summit Lake to breed
in late April,” said FWCP co- chair
Wayne Stetski. “The emerging tadpoles
stay in the warm shallow waters and,
in mid summer, metamorphosis occurs

and they transform into toadlets. At the
end of summer they gather in massive
numbers before making their way to
upland habitat. It really is an amazing
sight!”
Globally there are likely a multitude
of reasons for the sharp decline in
western toads, loss of wetland habitat
among them. Studies have shown
that the species is also sensitive to
environmental stressors such as UV
exposure and drought. This recent action
by the FWCP should help the situation
but more work will likely be needed in
the future.

Toads Croak on Highway 6 - efforts made to reduce death toll

What’s Brewing
at
What’s
Brewing on Broadway??
• Pre Christmas Wine Sale!
1st kit - regular price
2nd kit - 25% off
3rd kit - 30% off

• New Sandwich Selections!
• Sub Sandwich Tuesdays!
• Panini Thursdays!
• Take-out Coffee Canisters!

*Special prices and FREE DELIVERY when you
order ahead for your meeting or event
420 Broadway Street • Nakusp BC • 250-265-4701

Quiet and convenient
downtown location with a
view of Arrow Lake
Office

A young western toad eyes a car before
crossing Hwy 6, at Summit Lake.

Prima Materia
318 Broadway
Nakusp, BC
Phone: (250) 265-3288
Email: casamandala@gmail.com
Website: www.casamandala.ca

2010 PERMISSIVE
TAX EXEMPTIONS
Section 224 of the Community Charter allows Council to exempt
from taxation property that is:
•
•
•

owned or held by charitable, philanthropic, or other not
for profit organizations and used for purposes directly
related to the purposes of the corporation;
owned or held by an athletic, service club or association
and used as a public park or recreation ground or for
public athletic or recreational purposes;
owned or held by an organization and operated as a
licensed community care facility or registered assisted
living residence under the Community Care and
Assisted Living Act.

The following properties will be proposed for exemption for
2010 at the October 13, 2009 Council meeting:
1. The hall and lower club room portion of improvements
registered in the name of the Royal Canadian Legion,
Branch 20, and known as Lots 14-16, Block 9, Plan 494,
DL 397. (Estimated exemption $843)
2. The lands and improvements registered in the name of
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services Association
and known as Lots 5-8, Block 22, Plan 494, DL 397 and
Lots 17-20, Block 48, Plan 494, DL 397. (Estimated
exemption $10,023).
3. The land and improvements registered in the name of
Village of Nakusp and occupied by the Nakusp Launch Club
and known as Lot 1-2, Plan 13443, DL 397. (Estimated
exemption $2,678).
4. The land and improvements registered in the name of
Halcyon Assisted Living Society (being Halcyon Home)
and known as Lots 1-2 Block 12 Plan 11846 and Lot A Plan
12608 DL 397. (Estimated exemption $13,511).
5. The land and improvements registered in the name of
B.C. Hydro and Power Authority and occupied by the
Arrow Lakes Historical Society and known as the occupied
portion of Lots 14-16 Block 12 Plan 494 DL 397. (Estimated
exemption $984).
Richard Mahoney
Treasurer

14

KASLO & DISTRICT

			

The Valley Voice September 23, 2009

Kaslo Wildfire Interface Focus Group progress report
by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Wildfire Interface
Focus Group has met four times since
mid-August to meet its deadline of
September 15, imposed by council,
to achieve its short-term goals.
The group’s short-term goals,
according to the terms of reference,
“are concerned with ensuring that
currently funded fuel modification
efforts can proceed. This involves
demonstrating to the Village council
and the Ministry of Forests and Range
that there is substantial local support
for these activities.”
To guage local support, the group
decided to do two key things at its
September 15 meeting.
First, all correspondence received
from the public on the wildfire interface
issue will be co-ordinated by John
Cathro, consultant hired by the Village
and RDCK, and Charlene Strelaeff,
forester working on writing the
prescription for the Pineridge project.
These two focus group members will
work together on responding to any
letters that still need a response. They
will also summarize all the public
comments and responses and will
forward all of this to all focus group
members.
Cathro and Strelaeff were chosen
for this job because they are the ones
receiving most of the correspondence. As
part of the prescription writing process,
Strelaeff has sent out referral letters,
inviting comments and concerns, to all
20 Pineridge landowners neighbouring
the proposed treatment area, and to
the chair of the Pineridge Water Users
Group (PWUG) for distribution to all
15 members of PWUG. At a focus group
meeting, Strelaeff reported that she has
received five letters back, and outlined
the concerns raised in those letters.
A common concern was that people
wanted more detail about the project than
what was provided. Charlene explained
that purpose of the referral letter was
to inform residents that the project was
being planned, and that an opportunity
to learn about details was coming up at
a field tour on September 27.
In addition to reviewing all

Out for a drive? Remember you can visit us
7 days a week to see our unique selection
of hand-crafted gifts. Bringing you the Best
in Canadian Crafts since 1986.

correspondence, the second thing focus
group members will do to guage local
support will be to attend the September
27 field trip to the Pineridge treatment
area. With the October 8 start date
for Pineridge treatment work fast
approaching, the focus group decided
to meet immediately after the September
27 field trip to decide whether or not to
recommend to the Ministry of Forests
that the project go ahead, based on
local sentiment at the field trip and all
correspondence.
Strelaeff recommended that the
September 27 field tour not be opened
up to the public, but be limited to the
Pineridge Water Users and landowners
adjacent to the project, as they are the
most impacted by the project. “The
impact is less for those who live 10 km
down the road, but their voices may

be louder,” she said. Herb Thompson,
RDCK representative on the focus
group, warned against “separating the
public” by indicating that one group has
more say than another. During public
time, Back Road resident Jim Holland
also objected to closing the September
27 field tour to the public. He suggested
that an invitation to the tour be sent to
all adjacent property owners and water
users in Pineridge, and that the tour
be advertised to the general public.
However, the group seemed to prefer
to go with Charlene’s recommendation
to keep the September 27 field trip to
Pineridge residents only.
The focus group has also come up
with the idea of demonstration areas
to give the public another opportunity
to learn about wildfire interface work.
The proponent, Progressive Forestry

(Jeff Mattes), will start work on a
demonstration area in Pineridge on
September 28, and will host a field tour
of the demo area that will be open to
the public on October 3. There are also
plans to create a demonstration area on
the Back Road in late October.
How to inform the public of the
group’s progress has also been discussed
during focus group meetings. Most of
the documents pertaining to the focus
group have been posted on the Kaslo and
District Community Forest website, and
the minutes of focus group meetings are
posted to the Village of Kaslo website.
At the group’s September 15 meeting,
members discussed having a binder
containing all documents related to the
group available at the Village office.
This is expected to be approved by
council on September 22, and available

soon afterwards. A sandwich board
outside the Village office displaying
a summary of the group’s work was
another suggestion. Jeff Mattes and
Charlene Strelaeff will write up the
summary for the sandwich board.
Although some of the discussion
indicates that the group is still struggling
to define its purpose, John Cathro seems
clear that the group’s main goal is to
develop a Community Wildfire Interface
Action Plan for council approval. At
the September 15 focus group meeting,
he said that the group was collecting
information for the action plan, and it
was important that the group go through
the Pineridge process to inform the
action plan.
The group decided to recommend to
council that the work of the focus group
continue to November 30.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo and District Community
Forest Society is taking a hard look at its
finances, and has decided to get a head
start on next year’s budget. The first 2010
budget meeting has been scheduled for
October 7.
At a special meeting on August 19,
well known local Registered Professional
Forester Jeff Mattes further explained the
contents of a letter he sent the society in
July, questioning the society’s “current
management style.” According to the
minutes of that meeting, he told board
members that they missed the peak of
the pulp market; that they should have
known that the upset price on the last
tender was unrealistically high; that
they need a speedier approval process
to move quickly to take advantage of
market opportunities; and that they
should have consulted with other users
of Keen Creek Road before contacting
the ministry.
At the September 9 board meeting,
treasurer Bruce Freeman reported that
the society spent $7,500 more than
they took in in August, and that they
have spent $138,000 more than they
have taken in in the first nine months
of the year.
Board members discussed several
ideas on how to address the society’s
financial situation, particularly whether
or not to continue developing cutblocks,
but decided in the end to stay the course
to the end of this year, and to work hard
on next year’s budget. The society has
$127,000 left in its operating account
that is strictly for operations, and will be
receiving invoices from the management
team for a total of about $115,000,
leaving about $12,000 for monthly
expenses for the rest of the year. By the
end of the year, there will be 35,000 m3-

50,000 m3 of standing timber inventory
developed. Chair Rob Mitchell pointed
out that there was $170,000 in the
silviculture account, so the board has
options. Freeman reminded that $70,000
in pole revenues could be coming in
before March 2010.
The board found some savings
in discussions around the water
contingency and silviculture funds. As
the $85,000 cap has been reached in the
water contingency fund, the $1.50/m3
deduction will be suspended for one year,
at which time the issue will be re-visited.
The board also discussed the way
it budgets for silviculture work, and
found some savings by changing the
formula. Currently, $7/m3 is set aside
in the silviculture fund. Manager Rainer
Muenter pointed out that depending on
the block, the cost of silviculture can be
much lower. The board agreed to his
suggestion that the managers estimate
the silviculture cost on a block by block
basis, plus 20% for a risk buffer, for
one year starting immediately. It was
noted that this will make their current
timber sales less expensive. Muenter
also reported that Porcupine will be out
to take a look at the timber sale.
Another change the board made on
the recommendation of the management
team was to ‘declare’ developed blocks
rather than apply for the cutting permits
right away. As soon as a cutting permit
is issued, the licencee has four years to
do the logging. The society currently
has three blocks under permit since
spring, and these three blocks did not
sell in the advertised timber sale in
June. With “the clock ticking” on these
blocks, Muenter has written a letter to
the ministry, requesting that the blocks
be removed from the books while they
are re-engineered. Because the managers
were advanced $25,000 for these blocks,
there will be a refund from them to the
society for this amount. When blocks
are declared, they are ready to go for a
cutting permit as soon as the licencee
is ready to apply. The board agreed to
declare three blocks (Milford, Lower
Lost Ledge and Davis Creek).
Following up on a meeting held
in the summer regarding a biofuel
pilot project, Steve Anderson asked if
anyone at the table would be interested in
championing this project. He said there
was enthusiasm at the meeting to pursue
working with the community on ways
to use the waste wood produced by the
community forest. Muenter volunteered
to head the committee, with help from
Steve Anderson and Greg Lay, who is

going to visit New Zealand and tour
some of the successful biofuel projects
in that country. Muenter reported that he
has contacted BC Bioenergy Network, as
they are looking for pilot communities,
“so it’s important to line up for funding.”
Lay also mentioned that he would
speak to the minister about Keen
Creek Road at the upcoming UBCM
convention. “Thirty percent of our
tenure is behind that road that is being
condemned,” he said, adding that there
were several mining claims and a lodge
up there as well.
The issue of disbursements to the
community was raised by Freeman.
He proposed that $2/m3 and $5/m3
for cedar be set aside for community
disbursements. Steve Anderson pointed
out that the membership had voted for
a legacy fund at an AGM. Don Scarlett
said the legacy fund was intended to
smooth out the boom and bust nature of
the business, and thus the disbursements.
The interest in the legacy account is

to be distributed, not the capital, but
“the problem is the delay in getting the
interest going.” He suggested a fund
that can be disbursed from principal, in
addition to the legacy fund. The board
came up with a proposal to take to the
next AGM - that $1/m3 for all harvesting
be put into the disbursement fund and
a matching amount put into the legacy
fund as required by resolution from
the 2008 AGM. Disbursement each
year would be calculated as the rolling
average of fund accumulations during
the past five years.
The board also approved the
managers’ suggestions for standardizing
the way they make operational decisions.
To decide whether or not to lay out a
block, the managers will look at how
much the wood is worth by averaging
out the value over the last five years. To
decide when to cut, they will take the
current values for the wood and compare
them to the average market value for a
five-year period.

by Jan McMurray
The first draft of the Area D OCP
was presented at a public meeting in
Kaslo on September 17.
Meeri Durand, RDCK planner
working on the project, assured that
there would still be a lot of opportunity
for the public to provide comments on
the document and the mapping.
She gave the background of the Area
D OCP process. The terms of reference
were adopted in July 2007, and an
Advisory Planning Commission (APC)
was formed, consisting of 15 members,
representing many Area D communities.
In September 2007, there was a
series of presentations by SmartGrowth
BC to kick off the process. A land
use survey was distributed in January
2008 and the results were presented in
April 2008. Two series of communityspecific workshops were held in each
of the communities, but there was still
uncertainty about whether or not to move
ahead, so there was a plebiscite during
the November 2008 municipal elections.
Based on the results of the plebiscite,
the APC decided which communities
to exclude from the OCP process, and
they are Meadow Creek, Cooper Creek,
Lardeau, Poplar Creek, Duncan Island
Estates. It was still unclear whether or not
Howser and Hamill Creek wanted to be
included, so surveys were done in these
two communities, and it was determined
that they would be included.
During winter and spring 2009, the

APC and RDCK staff developed the
draft OCP for participating communities.
Durand then spoke about the
provincial regulations pertaining to
land use that people in Area D and
everywhere in the province must follow.
These are the BC Building Code and
Building Inspection, the Agricultural
Land Reserve, Floodplain Management,
Subdivision Servicing, and Crown
Land administration. She explained
that an OCP is not regulatory, but is a
general statement of broad objectives
and policies. The purpose of the OCP
is to guide future land use decisions by
local and provincial governments. It
can be adopted on its own, or with a set
of bylaws, such as a zoning bylaw. The
only regulatory authority OCPs have is
through Development Permit Areas and/
or Temporary Industrial and Commercial
Use permits.
Durand said that there would also
be meetings to present the draft OCP
in Argenta and Meadow Creek. The
Medow Creek meeting is for Hamill
Creek and Howser residents, but also
for people from the non-participating
communities, as the OCP could affect
them as neighbours to the participants
in the process. Durand encouraged the
public to attend the next APC meeting on
October 13 at 7 pm at the Selkirk campus
in Kaslo. She also said there would be
another round of public meetings when
comments from this round have been
incorporated into the document.

Kaslo Community Forest discusses finances

First draft of Area D OCP presented
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Get Outta Town
with
Peter
Roulston

Paddling
around Nancy
Greene Lake

I spent three very nice days in
Osoyoos last week and, besides doing
a lot of cycling, I was out paddling
on Christina and Osoyoos Lakes. The
weather was perfect, the crowds of
summer all gone, and the fruit stands
were wide open and overflowing with
produce.
On the way home I still had some
energy and time to spare so I stopped
at the Nancy Greene Provincial Park on
Hwy 3 to do a kayak tour of the shoreline
of the small lake there.

Financial
Forum
with Tim
Affolter

Straight talk on
the markets

More and more economists and
market watchers are declaring that the
Great Recession is over… for now.
Lingering fears over a ‘double dip’ and
questions, however, remain:
• Will the increased global money
supply result in an inflation spike, higher
interest rates, and push the economy
back into recession or stagnation?
• Will the persistently high
unemployment rate constrain household
spending, extending the recessionary
bottom?
• Does the increased savings
rate reflect a permanent, or at least
generational, trend to lower household
borrowing and spending, or will it return
to ‘normal’? In the US, an overall 12%
reduction in consumer spending, which
fuels 70% of the economy, translates
into a huge 8.4% annual reduction in
economic demand!

Composting
with worms

Got bears? Get worms.
One of the fastest compost
methods is with worms. It’s free of
smell, and you can do it in your house
or garage.
Composting your organic waste is
a great way to reduce the volume of
garbage going to the landfill. Organic
wastes, such as kitchen vegetable
scraps and garden clippings, make up
30 percent of the household garbage
currently being sent to the landfill.
One pound of worms can tackle one
pound of scraps in a day.
You can buy a specialty bin
for your worms or you can make
an inexpensive one of your own. A
rubber maid type bin works great.
How to make a worm bin:
Step 1 - Take the lid off of your
bin and flip over bin. Drill ten holes
into the bottom of the bin. Keep the
holes 4 to 5 inches away from the
edges of the bin. Holes should be
about 1/8 of an inch.
Step 2 - Drill another eight or
nine holes along each side of the
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This park is on the Blueberry/
Paulson Pass section of Hwy 3 right at
the junction where Hwy 3B cuts south
to Rossland. There’s a good campground
here and a sweet little sandy beach with
a picnic area and even through the park
was gated closed for the season already,
it took only five minutes to pack in with
the kayak, paddle, gear and such. Several
other folks had strolled in but everyone
was puzzled by the gate closure.
Nancy Greene Lake is just a
kilometre long and maybe half that in
width. Drivers can glimpse it when
speeding past on the highway and it
looks nice but not spectacular. People
ski on it in the winter and can connect
through to the major cross country ski
trail network just west of here around
the Mud Lake area. This type of terrain
and forest remind me of Ontario’s
cottage country and out on the lake felt
just like being back in Muskoka in the
summertime. The lake is shallow and
kinda weedy, with tall pine and spruce

trees all around the shores.
The late afternoon sunshine lit up the
lake nicely and I was impressed by the
fragrance of the forest as I slowly poked
along the shoreline checking mossy logs
and pond life. There is highway noise
pretty often here, yet the lake seems
very restful and peaceful in nature. Off
to the southwest I could see what I think
was the peak of Old Glory, which at
2,300 metres is the tallest thing around
this part of the Monashee Mountains.
Somewhere off in the forest there were
a lot of rifle shots going off, which was
either someone testing their gun or else
not having much luck killing some wild
thing…
The pine beetle infestation has
hit this region pretty hard and some
evidence of this can be seen here;
however, there’s enough spruce to keep
things woodsy and also numerous large
Ponderosa pines scattered about, which
seem unaffected so far by the beetles.
One huge tree along the south shoreline

has a fantastic rope swing attached to
the high limbs with real nice climbing
rope, webbing and proper carabiners
and would land any rope jumper well out
in the deeper water. Random foot trails
ramble among the trees to the water’s
edge here and there, and maybe the
fishing is good, too, if you don’t mind
the weedbeds.
If you paddle fast you can loop the
lake in half an hour and then what? This
is one tour to be done in a relaxed and
meditative (or possibly stoned) frame of
mind. The half-sunk logs are rich with
teeny plants and flowers and the mushy
shore teems with tiny fish and aquatic
critters. As you slowly paddle along
through lily pads and weed beds you feel
as if you are on safari in a remote and
exotic land – until a chip truck blasts past
over on the Trans-Provincial Highway!
This small provincial park is just
26 km west of Castlegar, and about
two hours from my New Denver home,
which puts it into my unofficial 100-mile

• How long can government
spending either make up for, or stimulate,
anemic consumer spending? The US is
projected to run multi-TRILLIONS of
dollars in annual budget deficits for
many years to come. How long before
the balloon simply pops?
• Most companies reported better
than expected earnings last quarter,
which told investors that the levels they
drove stock prices to in March were too
low (duh!) Stock markets are now 50%
higher. But those corporate earnings are
still substantially lower than a year or
two ago. Will they continue to recover,
or is this as good as it gets?
All of these are hard questions,
for which you can find an abundance
of conflicting opinions. Since we are
charged with helping our clients manage
risk, as well as pursue returns, I doubt
anyone is spending more time pondering
these questions than we.
Of course, I, too, have an opinion as
to how I believe the future will unfold.
But frankly, I have about as much
chance of being wrong as right. Instead,
I think it would be more valuable to
talk about things you can do right now
regardless of future events. Here is a
short list of recommendations:
• In case we never make up

this lost ground, and returns remain
below historical levels, ‘stress test’
your financial plan. This test should
reflect both the reduced asset levels
experienced earlier this year and lower
long-term returns (I use a -2% reduction
in portfolio returns).
• In case things go back to ‘normal’,
ensure that you remain invested, but
that your portfolio design is within
your risk tolerance. If, as I suggested
in this column last fall, you tilted your
portfolio slightly toward stocks during
the downturn to take advantage of
lower stock prices, consider starting to
move back to a more neutral position
soon… probably before next April. For
example, if you are comfortable with
a 50/50 bonds/stocks mix, but you are
presently 40% bond/60% stock, think
about starting back toward your neutral
50/50 mix sometime soon.
• To prepare for an uncertain future,
I would suggest that you use your
upcoming quarterly or semi-annual
review with your advisor to revisit your
comfort level with recent events, and
your willingness to ride through it again
when it repeats (and it will.) Consider
whether it would be wise to put a portion
of your investment assets into one of the
new, hybrid investment strategies, which

bin. Turn the bin right side up. Place
your screen material inside the bin to
line the bottom. You will need to lift
your container with bricks and put
a container under your bin to catch
the liquid.
Step 3 - Select your location for
the bin in a closet, basement, or mud
room – somewhere the worms will
stay cool and not be bothered.
Step 4 - Add brown material
for bedding. Bedding can be leaves,
shredded newsprint, shredded
cardboard, dead plants, shredded
brown paper bags, dry grass clippings
or chopped straw. Wet down the
bedding slightly, then add two
handfuls of sand or soil to the bedding
for grit. Because worms do not have
teeth, they use the grit to grind their
food.
Step 5 - Put the worms on top
and close the lid. Wait at least a
week before you begin to add kitchen
scraps to the bin.
Step 6 - Add four cups of
leftover kitchen materials every four
to five days. Always bury the food.
After one month, your worms will
have multiplied and you can begin

feeding daily.
Potential problems
Unpleasant odours – If there are
unpleasant odours coming from your
worm bin, it could be that you are
adding too much food. Try stopping
adding food.
Another reason for odours is that
there is not enough air. In this case,
gently stir contents.
Perhaps the bin is too moist.
Check the drainage.
It could also be that there are too
many acidic foods in the bin. Cut
back on acidic foods and add a little
dolomite lime or ground eggshells.
Fruit Flies – If the bin is attracting
fruit flies, make sure that the food is
buried. Another reason for fruit flies
is that there is too much food in the
bin. Don’t overload the bin with food.
TIP: Worm bins and storage
containers are both available at
Kaslo Building Supplies.

can deliver near-market returns but also
guarantee a minimum rate of growth.
• Also, use the fall review to examine
the defensive end of your financial plan.
Get your advisor’s opinion on your
current insurance policies. Especially,
think about whether you and your family
will be able to maintain a reasonable
standard of living in the event someone
gets sick or dies. With good-paying jobs
harder to come by now, and the high
costs and lost income associated with
a family member experiencing a fight
with cancer, more and more people are
realizing that they can’t afford to carry
that risk alone.
Financial planning is a process,
not an event. Using a proper process
provides ongoing guidance for all of the
above decisions, plus cash management,
debt management, estate planning and
tax planning. If you do not yet have a
dynamic, comprehensive financial plan
which integrates all aspects of your
financial world, perhaps this fall would
be a great time to start with one. This
process, as much as any investment
decision, will help you to ensure that
you move steadily toward your financial
goals in a planned, measurable way.
If the team at The Affolter Financial
Group Inc. can help with your process,
give us a call!
Tim Affolter, CFP, CLU, ChFC, is a
Chartered Financial Consultant for his
company The Affolter Financial Group
Inc., in Castlegar.

Advertise your
community event in
the Valley Voice with a
classified ad!

travel diet plan. This little kayak trip is
not worth the drive from New Denver in
itself, but if you’re already going by and
are equipped then it makes a satisfying
experience. It’s certainly appealing as a
young family sort of thing with the sandy
beach, shallow water and shelter from
the wind. I’m sure locals from Rossland,
Trail and Castlegar visit here lots.
For us out-of-towners going to
Nancy Greene Park from afar, you
could make this a restful way to end the
day after maybe bicycling the highway
down to Rossland and back, doing
some hiking to Old Glory or the nearby
Seven Summits trails or else mountain
biking along the Columbia and Western
rail trail that goes from Castlegar to
Christina Lake.
I guess this place gets busy with
campers in the summer and likely
the bugs become a presence as well,
but as a shoulder season spot to go
to this little park was one I wanted to
try. Interestingly, even Christina and
Osoyoos Lakes were very quiet for
kayaking at this mid-September time so
sometimes, if you have the impression
that everywhere has gotten too crowded
to be any good any more, it simply
becomes a matter of timing your visit.
Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle
Hospital in New Denver and knows that
timing is everything. 250-358-2133.

Support the Valley Voice with
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Kaslo Building
Supplies
For all of your gardening
needs – we help build
gardens too

Mon - Sat – 8 am - 5 pm
6521 Highway 31 • Kaslo

Phone: 353-7628
Fax: 353-7740
www.kaslobuilding.com
kaslo.building@telus.net

Thousands of used Books
and new & used CDs
Your source for new & used CDs
Plus a good selection of vintage vinyl

Packrat Annie’s

411 Kootenay St. Nelson

354-4722

For Clients Who Appreciate...

Serious Planning... Serious Advice...
Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA
Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with
Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC 1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345
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Announcement

KASLO AND RDCK AREA D Housing
Survey is coming in the mail the first
two weeks of September. An anonymous
housing survey will be coming to every
Kaslo and Area D Household to determine
housing needs now and in the future for all
ages and stages of life. An estimated 30%
of North Kootenay Lake residents pay more
than the recommended amount for housing.
It is very important for everyone regardless
if they need housing or not to fill in the
survey and return it in the pre-stamped
envelope. Please help shape Kaslo’s
future! A project of North Kootenay Lake
Community Services.
CANADIAN JUNIOR FIRE CHIEF
CONTEST - Kaslo is participating in the
Canadian Junior Fire Chief Contest. To
enter, go to http://www.juniorfirechief.
ca/rules_regulations.php and fill in the
electronic application contest form. The
draw will be held in Quebec on October 13.

Automotive

MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE: 1982
Suzuki GS650G. Excellent condition.
Extras. 27,000 km. $1500. Call 358-2561.
1999 PONTIAC MONTANA. As is.
$1,000. 250-358-2716.
1996 CHEVROLET SILVERADO ext
cab 4x4. $4,000. Phone 250-265-4656.

Business Opportunities

WANT TO START YOUR OWN
BUSINESS? Community Futures
offers business counselling and start-up
information. Appointments available in
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email
nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Card of Thanks

BARB & RAY LAHNER would like to
thank Leonard and Tommy Palmer for
their help in removing a huge Spruce tree
from our yard which came down during
the ‘Mini-Tornado’ which we had on
September 3, 2009 at 12:30 pm. The tree
had taken out our power and our telephone
and totally missed our house from any
damage. Without their help, we would not
be able to get the job done ourselves. Again,

I would like to thank them very, very much.
Barb and Ray Lahner
New Denver

Coming events

JOIN THE FUN of One Book One
Kootenay. Everyone is cordially invited
to a discussion of “The Bone Cage” on
Friday, September 25. Author Angie Abdou
will read on Tuesday, September 29 at 7
pm. Both events are at the Nakusp Public
Library and are free.
‘SMALL WORLD’ – a program in the
popular Food for Thought Series – on
Thursday, September 24 at 7 pm at the
Silverton Gallery. Explore the small world
of our backyards via Daniel Hellyer’s slides.
Sponsored by the Hidden Garden Gallery
and the Silverton Gallery. Admission by
donation. You won’t want to miss this!
HEALTHY HOUSING SOCIETYAGM,
October 7, 7:00 pm, 310 Kildare St., New
Denver orchard (Nadine Raynold’s house).
All welcome.
FUN WITH FIBRE CLASSES FOR
KIDS at the SILVERTON GALLERY!
Tuesdays in October 6, 13, 20 & 27 from
3:30-5:30 pm. Open to children ages 7-12.
We will be knitting and felting colourful
Autumn decorations. Cost is $40. Call
Marcy Mahr for more information and to
register 358-2660.
MIRROR THEATRE CALL FOR
TRYOUTS for actors of all ages for Boxing
Day Panto. Saturday, September 26 at the
Bonnington, 10:00-12:00. Looking for tech
and backstage helpers too. Contact Anji
Jones at 250-265-3865.
IT’S A NEW DAY FOR THE NEW
DENVER QUILT GUILD! Please join us
on Tuesdays from 1-4 pm in the basement
of St. Stephen’s Church. We plan to
make donation quilts this Fall, and work
on another mystery quilt project after
Christmas. No experience is necessary.
Come learn by doing. Caution: quilting
is addictive!
SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
AGM – October 14, 7 pm, Hidden Garden
Gallery, New Denver.

CLASSIFIED ADS

SLOCAN LAKE GALLERY SOCIETY
AGM is Sunday, October 11 at 1pm at
Silverton Gallery. We invite people to attend
and we graciously welcome new board
members for our upcoming year. Wine and
cheese provided.
WANT TO ENCOURAGE ARTS and
cultural events in the valley? Plan to attend
the AGM and join the Slocan Valley Arts
Council on Tuesday, October 20, 7:00 pm
at the Threads Guild Bldg. 7712 Hwy 6.
THANKSGIVING PIE SALE – Slocan
Wellness Centre, 710 Harold St, Slocan.
October 10, 11 am to 2 pm. $8 per pie.
Slocan Valley Women’s Institute.
XC SKI SWAP - Touring, Telemark and
Racing. Sponsored by the Hills Nordic Ski
Club. October 25 at New Denver’s Bosun
Hall. Promptly deliver equipment at 9-9:30
am. Doors reopen at 10am until 1pm. Also:
Memberships, trade-up program sizing,
kids ski program and adult ski program
sign-up. Waxing Demos. Food and festive.
358-2660.

Craft Fairs

SLOCAN CITY CHRISTMAS IN
THE VALLEY CRAFT FAIRE: Sunday,
November 22, 10 am to 3 pm in the
Legion Hall. VENDORS BOOK NOW.
Phone Carol at 250-355-2672 or email
cbarclay@telus.net for application.
Everyone welcome!

For rent

SPACIOUS TWO-BDRM SUITE in
Silverton on main floor of duplex, 616
Hunter Street. Quiet area, one minute
to lakeshore. All facilities, excellent
woodstove, covered parking. $580/mo.
N/S, N/P. Available immediately. Call Ernst
Gerwig, 1-250-358-2283.
3 BEDROOM HOUSE near Slocan
City (Lemon Creek). Wood/electric heat,
workshop, acreage. Pets okay. Available
immediately. References. $925 + 250352-0766.

Support the Valley Voice with
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2 BR HOUSE, downtown Nakusp, w/d/f/s,
cheap to heat, well-maintained. $800/mo.
250-265-4542.
4 BDR HOUSE. Near school, New Denver.
No pets. References. Ph. 358-2561.
COZY, SECLUDED CABIN IN HILLS
2-bedroom, 2-bathroom, 3 minutes to
beach, deluxe private accommodation. $750
per month, electricity included. No pets.
Smoking outside only. Suitable for 1 person
or a couple. Furnished or unfurnished.
References required. Phone 250-358-7796.
ROOM FOR RENT by the month. $500.
Welfare welcome. No smoking. References
required. ph 358-7929.
FOR RENT: 3 bedrm home with office,
and indepentdent suite that may be sublet in
beautiful Hills. Enjoy rural living at its best.
Also available to purchase. $900.00 per
mo. Ph: Shirley 250-265-8040 or evenings
250-358-2347. email skosiancic@telus.net.
NEW 2 BED 2 BATH chalet style house
on 15 acres. Bring your animals. Long
term renter wanted $1000.00 per month
1/2 damage. 8788 Highway 6 Silverton.
Contact Dan at tekwood@rocketmail.com.

FOR SALE: Go Retro. Full bathroom
set, 2 person tub, toilet, sink. Never been
used or hooked up. Raspberry. $350.00.
Call Shirley at 250-265-8040, evenings call
250-358-2347. email skosiancic@telus.net.

For sale

MUST SELL – 5th WHEEL. 1986 24’
Corsair Custom Supreme 5th wheel trailer.
Good condition. Asking $3500 obo. Call
250-358-2866.
FREE-RANGE TURKEYS: Annual
Whole School Fall Fundraiser - All natural
birds. ORDER NOW - AVAILABLE
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1. Orders made
by September 30 AND PICKED UP
October 1 pay $2.80/lb (after Oct. 1 $2.99/
lb). Call The Whole School at (250) 2267737 to place your order today.
10 hp GASOLINE Briggs & Stratton
heavy duty wood splitter on wheels with
trailer hitch. $1,200. 250-269-7679.
FOUR KALTIRE WINTER TIRES on
rims, as new, P195-70R-14, paid $750 plus,
asking $500 OBO. 358-2338.
MYERS PRO SNOWPLOUGH, electric/
hydraulic, micro-touch controls for angling
and up-and-down, $2,500 OBO, other
things, boats, etc. for sale 250-265-4207.

Found

CHILD’S PEACH COLOURED REI
Fleece found at Kohan Garden September
1. Pick up at the Valley Voice office on New
Denver’s main street.

Health

YOGA AT THE DOMES - Saturday
mornings 9:00 - 10:30. Everyone is
welcome to this Flow class - easy postures
inviting the body to open up and release its
energy. Monday morning Flow 9-10:30 and
Thursday afternoon Restorative 3:30 - 5:00.
Open to all levels all the time. Look forward
to seeing you there! Madeleine (2475).
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK
offers deep tissue and stress reduction
treatments in the privacy of your own
home. For additional info and to book
appointments please call 358-6808.
PRIVATE YOGA THERAPEUTICS
help students cultivate a daily practice
of deep, integrated health. Four Anusara
Yoga-inspired sessions for $100. Call
certified teacher Kate Guthrie, 226-7937,
to interview.
YOGA AT THE KOHAN – 8-9:30 AM
every Wednesday and Friday, fees BY
DONATION. Classes led by Iyengartrained Certified Yoga Instructor Rebecca
Gillham. Private Yoga instruction and
Trigger Point Myo-Therapy bodywork
sessions available by appointment. Please
contact mainline@redmtn.ca or phone 3587704 to reserve an appointment.

Help wanted

W R I T E R S / P H O TO G R A P H E R S
WANTED to work on a casual basis for
the Valley Voice. Please contact us at 250358-7218 or valleyvoice@netidea.com.
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR
WANTED at New Denver Nursery School.
Send resume and cover letter to: katrina@
redmtn.ca; 250-358-7793 (fax); or SLELS,
Box 466, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Homelite
• Husqvarna
• Stihl • Toro
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Snapper
SMALL ENGINES
• Toro
• Tecumseh
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or
Remanufactured

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Nakusp 265-4406

BOOKS
Karin’s Book Basket
New and Used Books

Karin: 250-505-7810
Located at: 1277 Hwy 6
Crescent Valley

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

and

250-352-2123

Dave Smith

201 Broadway
265-3252

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

Shop Phone/Fax

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

NAKUSP GLASS

BCAA Towing

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

Owner/Machinist

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

RECYCLING CLEANING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

ACCOUNTANT
Mark Adams

Certified General Accountant
Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

BUS. 250-358-2411
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HOME SUPPORT WORKER wanted,
Care Aide course or equivalent required.
Four-hour morning shifts, weekends and
relief to start. Send resumé to Box 433, New
Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

Legal Notice

LEGAL NOTICE - I will not accept any
debts incurred in my name by Vanessa
Pearce/Hillstead/Green.
Dan Borley, Silverton

Livestock

KOOTENAY MOBILE POULTRY
ABATTOIR now operating in Salmo!
We’ve been operating in Salmo since
July, and will continue until October. Take
advantage of this opportunity to have your
chickens and turkeys slaughtered in a fully
licenced facility with government inspector
on site. Turkeys not to be over 20 lbs;
birds are to consume water only (no feed)
for 24 hours before slaughtering. Gerry:
250-489-5798 or David Gooch: 250-5515906; Julie: 250-357-9426. Located 2 kms
outside of Salmo towards Creston. From
Creston, turn left on Connie Mill Road. At
T intersection, turn right and it’s 1/4 mile
down on the right.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158;
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 3597817; Bill 226-7705.
Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

BARRY EDWARD LAMARE
December 5, 1938 – September 12, 2009
Our hearts ache as we announce the
far too sudden passing of a wonderful man.
Barry was a loving husband, father, grandpa,
brother, uncle and friend. He will be deeply
missed by Sally, his lifelong love and wife
of 51 years; his three children and their
spouses: his first son Joey and his wife Tina,
his second son Steve and his wife Karen,
and his daughter Diana and her husband
Dennis; his six grandchildren: Madison,
William, Jake, Kelsey, Alison and Gemma;
his younger brother James Lamare, and his
nieces and nephews: Margie, Patty, Terry,
Nicole, Genese and Ryan. He also touched
the lives of countless friends, colleagues and
neighbours. Barry was predeceased by his
father, Hilton “Nappy” Lamare, his mother
Alice (Ryan) Lamare and his older brother
Hilton “Louie” Lamare.

Barry was born in Chicago, Illinois, but
was raised in Van Nuys, California. Barry
met Sally at the age of 16 and they married
three years later on October 25, 1958. In
1964, he graduated from San Fernando
Valley State College, Northridge with a
BA in English and a teaching certificate.
He taught English and Social Studies at
Van Nuys High School for 11 years. He
was a natural teacher, a lover of words, and
truly enjoyed sharing his knowledge with
others. In 1975, he and his family moved
from Topanga Canyon, California and
immigrated to Canada. They settled in Perry
Siding, BC, where they built a home, raised
cows and chickens, grew a thriving organic
garden and taught their children about the
importance of the earth.
Barry was a self-taught carpenter,
electrician, plumber, organic farmer, VW
mechanic, and fine woodworker. His love
of learning was evident by his vast library
collection and the hundreds of sites on his
“favourites” page on Internet Explorer.
He had a love for travelling and, in
particular, for long road trips. With his
family, he explored Mexico, New Zealand
and Australia along with numerous journeys
up and down the west coast from California
to Canada. Recently, he and Sally spent
three months driving coast to coast across
Canada and they always enjoyed spending
time eating papayas in Hawaii. In 1982,
Barry and Sally established What Knot
Works, a home-based creative woodworking
business where they produced household
items, childrens’ toys and custom-made

furniture. They became members of the
Craft Connection Cooperative Gallery in
Nelson in 1983. Barry’s woodwork was
known and admired throughout BC and
beyond for its high quality and artistic
beauty.
On July 11, 1991, Sally and Barry
became proud Canadian citizens. In 1992,
they moved from Perry Siding to New
Denver, where they created a very special
life in their house near the Slocan Lake.
Barry was an active and well-respected
member of the community. Over the years,
he took part in an endless variety of local
events and activities. He was a member of
the Silverton and Hidden Garden Galleries,
co-coordinated the “Men’s Collectables”
show with Sally, held a craft sale for What
Knot Works, volunteered to help rebuild
the fitness centre at SCHC, enhanced many
local homes and businesses with his fine
woodworking skills, was an extra in the
movie The War Between Us, and Barry
and Sally’s woodwork was portrayed in the
locally made film, A Simple Curve.
Barry had a gift for putting people
at ease, asking sincere questions and
genuinely listening to the answers, loving
unconditionally, finding humour and
irony in the mundane, and always, always
knowing what to say. His smile shone from
his beautiful eyes and warmed the hearts of
all he met. His death was so incredibly sad
and far too soon for such a strong, healthy
man, but at the same time it was as beautiful
as a death could be. He and Sally had just
returned home from a lovely week-long
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camping trip when they headed up to Hills
to pick up some windows they were buying
for a greenhouse they planned to build this
fall. As they strolled hand-in-hand toward
the Valhalla Resort shore of the Slocan Lake,
suddenly Barry’s hand went limp in Sally’s
and he fell over backwards onto the grass
below. Despite the immediate attention of
two nurses and three rescue firefighters who
did their very best before the ambulance
arrived, Barry died peacefully. He died
holding the hand of his one true love while
looking at one of the most incredible views
on this planet. If he could have planned it,
and perhaps he did, this was one incredible
way to go.
The world and New Denver lost a
wonderful love that day in Hills - though like
the precious Slocan River, he will continue
to flow through his family and all those who
had the good fortune to meet and know him.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made in Barry’s memory to the Carpenter
Creek Last Wishes Society, Kootenay Co-op
Radio 107.5 FM, or the Valhalla Wilderness
Society.
May the long time sun shine upon you,
All love surround you,
And the pure light within you,
Guide your way on........
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/WINE & BEER

Winlaw Brew-Op

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New Denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

N
P

ick’s
lace

265-4701

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

SUMMER HOURS
7 am - 10 PM

Seven Days a Week!

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
tfn

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

265-4880
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

“Your Valley Realtor”
- Competence
- Integrity
- Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

Selkirk Realty

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Free Consultation

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills
eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net

612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

HEALTH

Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177

Silverton & Winlaw

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

MASSAGE
myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton
358-7292

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

RECREATION

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Tammy Peitzsche

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

REAL ESTATE

Slocan Village Market

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

Air Conditioned

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Ava’s
Hair Studio

NOW OPEN
358-7769

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Bosun Hall

For all occasions with
rates to suit your needs.
Rentals of tables, chairs,
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

Kootenay Restorative
Justice
working toward
restoring balance
and healthy communication in
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

Lester Koeneman
Phone 265-3128 or
24-hour Fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp
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COMMUNITY

Pets

FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand
new facility – five indoor/outdoor
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure
park. On-leash excursions. Owner
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660.
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.ca
www.frogpeakpetresort.com.

Real estate

43 ACRES UPPER ARROW LAKE.
1,000’ lakefront, creek, water rights, public
road, gentle slope. 250-369-2281. www.
kootenayproperty.com.
TIRED OF SHOVELLING SNOW?
Lovely 3 bdrm. - 2 baths home for sale in
sunny Florida! Great location - amazing
price ! Check at http://house5050blogspot.
com.

OPEN HOUSE: 733 9A Ave. Nakusp.
Come and view this very affordable,
beautifully maintained cosy home.
Saturday, September 26, 2009,12:00 noon.
Enquiries? Call Shirley 250-265-8040,
email shirley@century21castlegar.com.

MIDWIFERY
Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll

250-353-2213

maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and
by embracing family and community.

Slocan Valley Recreation

UPCOMING KIDS PROGRAMS - Tots
Playtime Plus - October 6; You Make
The Book - September 29; Safe at Home
- October 5; Animation For Kids of All
Ages – October 17/18.
ADULT FITNESS PROGRAMS - Boot
Camp - Mondays at BKE; Body Alive Wednesday at BKE; Saturday Morning
Fitness - at CV Hall.
PASSMORE LODGE PROGRAMS
- Restorative Yoga, Chair Yoga, Joint
Works (Osteofit), Personal Fitness
Training and Open Gym.
WELL BEING - Yoga for Healthy
Aging; Yoga For Active People. Pilates
in Winlaw & Slocan; Tai Chi in Winlaw
& Slocan.
TRACKING ESSENTIALS FOR
HUNTERS – Monday, September 28.
With Chris Morasky.
SCARECROW FESTIVAL - Want to
show off a scarecrow this fall? Give us a
call for details.

226-0008
Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PROOFREADER/WRITER
AVAILABLE. Editors clean up typos
and grammatical gaffes in publications,
making you look professional and credible.
Green Words Writing and Editing will

research, write and proofread books,
magazines, newspapers, newsletters,
websites, brochures, reports, funding
applications etc. More than 20 years
experience. Master’s degree + training by
Editors’ Association of Canada. Contact
Anne at annec@green-words.ca or 250358-2666, http://green-words.ca.
WELL-CRAFTED WRITING and
editing for books, articles, brochures, press
releases, web and ad copy. Organized and
thorough with solid credentials, including
a BA English and years of experience
with small, independent businesses. For
more information, contact Kate Guthrie,
alivekate@gmail.com or 250-226-7937.

Yard sales

VALLEY VIEW GOLF CLUB is hosting
their First Annual Garage Sale Fundraiser
on Saturday and Sunday October 3 & 4
from 10-4 at the Valley View Clubhouse.
Please drop off donations (no clothing
please) for the sale at the Valley View
Clubhouse anytime before October 3. The
restaurant and course will be open. Come
out and support your community! For more
information call Valley View (226-7241).
MOVING SALE – BURTON – Huge
sale, everything must go. Household
items, furniture, peddle boat, gardening
items, springer front end, split tank, tire on
rim, antique hoosier, Honduras mahogany
table. Too many items to name, 35 years of
treasures. I’m leaving the province. Other
sales in the area as well. SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 26, 9:00 am, rain or shine.
Follow signs. Caribou Creek Road.
GARAGE SALE - 125 Adshead Rd,
Nakusp. Saturday, September 26, 9am
till 2pm.
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submitted
The Kootenay Animal Assistance
Program (KAAP) volunteers are looking
for local property owners and cat lovers
who have a safe warm barn in need of
a cat patrol.
This brand new barn cat program is
being launched to help find permanent
homes for cats that are not suitable for,
or unhappy with, life inside a house.
Cat temperaments range from feral to
friendly.
Supporting a barn cat is the safest
way to control the rodent population
in your barn. There are no poisons for
children and pets to get into and no
need to set nasty traps. They will help
keep rodents away from grain and food
storage areas, and you’ll enjoy watching
the cats as well as have the satisfaction
of giving them a much needed home.

While independent, these barn cats
still need to be fed and watered daily,
and taken to the vet in event of injury
or illness. Some owners of KAAP barn
cats will find, over time, that they can
befriend and tame them.
The program ensures that each
cat is neutered or spayed, de-wormed,
vaccinated, and is in good health.
Adoption is by voluntary donation to
KAAP’s community spay/neuter fund,
which helps local low-income pet
owners to fix their cats and dogs.
For more detailed information or
to make a donation to the spay/neuter
fund, please call Daryl at 250-5511053, mail to KAAP c/o 3423 Renwick
Rd, Nelson BC V1L 6X7, visit www.
homes4animals.com or drop into the
Four Paws Pet Supply store at 640 Front
Street, Nelson.

by Katrine Campbell
Provincial parks that have lower
attendance in spring and fall were
closed earlier this year by the provincial
government. The move came because
of economic challenges, says Ministry
of Environment spokesman Suntanu
Dalal.
“BC Parks has reduced operating
seasons in some of our lower-use parks
for the 2009 season,” says Dalal. “These
service changes have been kept at a

minimum, ensuring the fewest number
of park visitors would be impacted.”
In the Arrow, Slocan and Kootenay
Lakes valleys, however, all but one of
the parks are slated for early closure.
The campgrounds at McDonald
Creek (September 30), Rosebery
(September 15), Summit Lake
(September 27), and Davis Creek
(September 15) all closed early. Only
Lost Ledge, on Kootenay Lake, remains
open year-round.

Got mice? Get a barn cat!

Local parks closed early

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

JEMS Propane Ltd.
Installation and maintenance

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”
1-888-289-4731

KF PowerVac

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

KOOTENAY RAISED CONTRACTING

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Window
Washing
Gutter
Cleaning
• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing
• House Prepping • Painting
Call now for your free consultation!

265-0241

Journeyman Carpenter • Call Today
250-353-2614

Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •
• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505
Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

Customized cabinet solutions
for the entire home: kitchen,
bath and storage!
Free estimates and design
consultation
Box 417 - New Denver

250-358-2344
This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Tradesman Electric

Willow Home Gallery

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

Kitchen • Bed • Bath • Walls
with Kootenay Artisans
Beautiful. Practical. Affordable.
429 Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-2257

J.C. Roofing Company

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

Eric Waterfield — Construction
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

CONSTRUCTION

FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals

H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 •
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS,
CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS,
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING,
FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES,
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS,
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER,
PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER,
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

Sappho’s Bakery
Peter’s New & Used Windows & More

Quality
design and
local
construction

COLES
RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

BAKERY

Kaslo, BC

New Construction, Timber Framing, Renovations,
Design, Outbuildings, Decks, Cabins, Eco-Friendly

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Oso Renewable Energy

Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro
Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns
Oh so durable tools for a secure energy future

Kip Drobish (250) 358-2660

www.OsoSolar.com

Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Meat Cutting

Legendary Meats

Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo
and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making,
Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Spring & Summer Hours:
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri.
9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park
This space could be yours for
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details
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New Denver council, September 8: Windstorm clean-up discussed
by Michael Dorsey
• Administration reported on
insurance and clean-up work following
the September 3 windstorm.
Public Works staff from the Village
of Silverton, under the mutual aid
agreement, will be running the chipper
rented from Village of Slocan to clear
up some of the storm debris in the
campground and the Kohan Garden.
The insurance broker has given the go
ahead, and the adjuster will shortly come
to evaluate.
Council approved paying Mayor
Wright mileage for driving the campers
whose vehicle was crushed by a tree
to Nelson. Mayor Wright wanted to
donate his services, but was over-ruled
by council.
Councillor Campbell reported
that camping visitors she has spoken
with complimented New Denver on
the wonderful work in acting quickly
during the storm, including Village
administration, campground hosts,
fire department, Janet Planet Garden
Maintenance, Gary and Colin Brekke,
Leonard Casley, the Autschbachs, and
everyone else who pitched in.
New Denver will refer to future
arborist reports in determining how to
approach replanting of downed trees
and shrubs, which consist of mixed
species (fir, birch, maple, aspen, cedar
and cottonwood).
Village trees fallen onto private
property will be given to those
owners for their own use. A popular
misconception is that cottonwoods
and poplars are most subject to storm
damage, when in actuality more fir and
maple fell during this storm.
• At the end of the meeting, resident
Francie Oldham asked if council was
aware that 50 cottonwood trees on
Bellevue Ave are dying. Administration
stated that some have been taken out, or
were knocked down by the windstorm,
and it is an ongoing task for council and
the arborist to determine what trees need
to be pruned and/or removed.
• Jon Steinman of GE Free
Kootenays spoke to council members via
conference telephone call, urging them
to ban GE (Genetically Engineered)
plants and trees within the municipality.
He pointed out that many municipalities
in North America and Europe have
already done so, including Nelson,
Kaslo, Rossland and Powell River.
Mayor Wright and council thanked
Steinman, who will send a copy of an
established resolution from Mendocino,
California, which council will review
and act upon.
• A letter was received from Aiko
Jackson, President of the Kyowakai
Society, requesting that the Village
partner with the Society to run the site,
particularly regarding administration
and site maintenance, due to the society’s
aging and declining membership.
They also requested clarification of
their duties and responsibilities as
administrators of a National Historic
Site so they can “understand what
exactly [they] can realistically continue
to do, and what [they] would like help
with from the Village.” A meeting with
Village administration and Councillor
Bunka will be scheduled to discuss these
concerns. Administrator Gordon pointed
out that signage in both English and
French has been approved by Heritage
Canada, and the Kyowakai Society
will undertake the Japanese translation.
Attainment of National Historic Site
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status represents fulfillment of the
society’s wishes, and the Village is
pleased to be asked to partner with them.
• Councillor Bunka reported on an
idle free bylaw for the Village. She has
collected such bylaws from several other
municipalities, and urged New Denver
to adopt one. Councillor Murphy moved
that this bylaw be carried forward and
submitted as part of the Sustainability
Plan.
• Councillor Greensword noted that
Peter Roulston donated a sign for the
library, and Mayor Wright commented
that the Autschbachs donated an
electronic flip chart. Councillor Murphy
moved that staff organize an appreciation
for these donations.
• Mayor Wright reported that at a
meeting with the library committee he
was told that the New Denver Reading
Centre has received a 100% funding cut
from the Province (from $2,000 per year
to nothing). The Province cut funding to
16 Reading Centres, which all received
$2,000 a year, for a total savings of
$32,000. This is, coincidentally, the same
amount as the Minister of Education and
Literacy’s pay raise. A letter will be sent
protesting the cuts and inquiring about
the future for Reading Centres, and
Administration will investigate other
funding and report back.
• Councillor Greensword met
with IHA in Castlegar, where it was
confirmed that Murray Ramsden is
resigning from his position as CEO
of IHA. Norm Embree, IHA board
chair, stated that existing projects will
be done; there will be no new monies;
and Carol Markowski’s position (Chief
Operating Officer, Kootenay-Boundary)
will be rolled in to administration.
Further, Embree commented that “there
will be equity in accessing funding by
population and area”; they need a “better
communicative standard of equipment”;
they need small project capital; there are
“no planning dollars”; most of the new
money goes to salaries and benefits;
there are no financial increases at all;
IHA wants to reduce administration
and introduce home support within
the whole area (not locally) which will
lead to probable job losses; and IHA
will shut down four operating rooms
in Trail. Mayor Wright commented,
“If the province wants local money to
fund their projects, let us own what we
fund.“ Council noted that the upshot of
this situation is insufficient IHA funding,
with 70% of health care costs going
to staffing. IHA is looking at contract
work, because union staff overtime is
too expensive.
• Mayor Wright announced

COMPUTER

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

the formation of the new Rosebery
Parklands/Galena Trail Commission
under the RDCK, and reported on the
official ceremony held September 7 to
mark the RDCK’s acquisition of the
Rosebery Parklands.
He also reported that RDCK wants
to make GIS staff accountable and a
‘stand alone’ department. This may
have implications for the potential New
Denver boundary restructure costs.
• Council subsequently passed a
resolution stating that “the Village of
New Denver call for Terms of Reference
to proceed with making application
for a Boundary Restructure Study to

incorporate the Denver Siding Water
Users and fringe area around the Village
into the municipal boundaries, subject to
full coverage of costs by the Province
and RDCK.” Administration will advise
on conversations with Ministry of
Community Service staff.
• Council discussed a letter from Ms.
Sabrina George addressed to Catherine
Allaway, titled “Misunderstanding re:
Carol Gordon, Catherine Allaway.”
Because the correspondence was
not addressed to mayor and council,
George’s letter was not officially
received. Administration will write to
George, advising her how to properly

Kaslo detachment

catch fire. Her vehicle, which also
contained many personal valuables
and artwork, was destroyed prior to
quick response of the New Denver
Volunteer Fire Department. The
highway was closed for about 30
minutes.
• Sometime during the night of
September 14, an unknown vehicle
drove onto the grass field on Slocan
Street in the Village of Slocan and
made several donuts. The RCMP is
still investigating this incident and
anyone with information is asked to
contact the Slocan Lake detachment
250-358-2222 or CrimeStoppers at
1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

Notes from the RCMP
• Kaslo RCMP arrested a
19-year-old man September 4 in
connection with a rash of breakand-enters into several boats
moored at the Mirror Lake wharf
last month. The man is local to
Kaslo and known to police, but his
identity cannot be revealed until his
first court appearance. Cpl. Chris
Backus said investigators brought
together various pieces of evidence
from the various scenes and were
able to identify the suspect.
The man was arrested and
brought before a Justice of the
Peace, then released on strict
curfew conditions until his first
court appearance.
“The officer involved with
these investigations went the extra
mile to compile all the evidence
and carry out a very thorough
investigation,” Backus says. “It is
because of this effort that police
were able to identify the suspect.”

Slocan Lake detachment

• On September 13 (Garlic Fest
day), many motorists were held up
when a vehicle became engulfed in
flames south of Silverton in the late
afternoon. After a day of hiking in
the New Denver area, the driver/
owner of an older model Toyota
Corolla suddenly noticed smoke
coming from her dash as she was
driving back home, with a friend,
to Nelson. She immediately pulled
over and her vehicle started to

Nakusp
Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973
DAVID WEATHERHEAD
Box 83, 848 Hwy 6, Nakusp

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

address council in her correspondence.
• Council directed administration
to work with Nina Dodds to establish
a memorial bench in memory of Anne
Jmaeff, located where the current
wooden bench is at the end of Josephine
St.
• Arbour Days were set for
Thursday, September 17 for storm
damage only, and Monday, October 17
for regular yard waste.
• Council approved Carol Gordon
and Catherine Allaway to attend the
Local Government Management
Association Chapter Conference
October 8 and 9 in Nelson.

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

BUYERS OF CEDAR
& PINE POLES
Mike Casey cell 344-8477
Offering planning, management
and sales for Woodlot Licences
and Private Land Owners.
P.O. Box 4,
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

Susan L. Yurychuk • 16 Years Experience

250-358-6804

www.smarthealth.usana.com
By Appointment Only • New Denver

Nellie (Lynne)
Chatten

It is with love and sadness
that we announce the passing
of Nellie (Lynne) Chatten on
September 3, 2009. This loving
mom, gran, great grandmother
and life-long friend to so many
will be deeply missed.
Nellie (Lynne) Chatten was born in London, Ontario
on January 22, 1923. She moved with her parents to the
Vancouver area in 1932 and up to the Kootenay region
in 1947. Lynne lived, worked in and loved the Silvery
Slocan, Salmo and the Castlegar / Robson area of the
Kootenay for the next 62 years of her life. Her greatest
pleasures were time spent with her family and helping
others in countless ways.
Lynne had a true heart of gold. She spent most of her
working life and later years helping others through
her community networking as an advocate for foster
children and with the Ministry of Social Services. She
leaves to cherish her memory two sons, Chuck (JoAnn),
Chris (Amandah), her eight grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.

There will be a Celebration of Life held at the Castlegar
branch of the Royal Canadian Legion Hall on Saturday,
October 17, 2009 at 1:30 pm. The families would like to
extend sincere appreciation for the compassionate care
shown to Mom and the family by Dr. Trevor Janz and
the caregiving staff of Mountain Lake Seniors Community in Nelson. In lieu of flowers a gift in memory
of Lynne Chatten can be made to UNICEF or the David
Suzuki Foundation.
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Ktunaxa’s path on Jumbo remains unchanged
submitted
Regardless of any changes to
the future governance structure
of the proposed Jumbo Glacier
Resort, the path of the Ktunaxa
Nation remains unchanged. On
August 7, the Regional District
of East Kootenay (RDEK)
narrowly voted in favour of

designating the proposed
Jumbo development a ‘resort
municipality’ if the Master
Development Agreement is
ever approved.
“The points we presented to
the RDEK Board prior to their
vote still apply,” said Ktunaxa
Nation Chair, Kathryn Teneese.

“By law, the Province has to give
full consideration to denying
the Master Development
Agreement if they are unable to
accommodate a First Nation’s
interests. We felt that making
a decision on the governance
structure at this point would be
premature given the consultation

End of the Season Sale continues!!
It will run until September 27.
You can find us at the bottom of the main street of
New Denver!
Come check us out!

We will be closed on September 27 at 6 pm.
We will be reopening on the May long weekend 2010.
Thanks for your support this year - See you next year!

Call to visit our showroom – 355-0088
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND
BLAZE KING DEALER SPECIALIZING
IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL
AND WOOD/GAS COMBINATION
FURNACES
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process between the Ktunaxa
and province has not yet
concluded.”
Consultation with First
Nations, which is a legal
requirement by the province,
identifies impacts to a First
N a t i o n ’s i n t e r e s t s , a n d
whether these impacts can be
accommodated. The Ktunaxa
Nation has opposed the resort
based upon impacts to its
interests, including, but not
limited to, impacts on grizzly

bear and other wildlife species;
water quality and flows; and
hunting access.
“The grizzly bear is sacred
in Ktunaxa culture,” continued
Teneese. “The central Purcells
are a place that the Ktunaxa
have respected as the home of
grizzly since time immemorial.
The Jumbo Valley is a place of
spirituality for the Ktunaxa, and a
sacred place for the grizzly bear.”
An independent scientific
study by renowned wildlife

biologist Michael Proctor shows
strong scientific evidence that the
central Purcell grizzly population
is less robust than was first
determined. The Ktunaxa feel
there would be significant impact
on the grizzly if the proposed
resort is constructed.
“Until we have reached
agreement on the outstanding
concerns, our opposition will
remain the same, and we
will vigorously protect our
interests,”concluded Teneese.

Rotary
Minute

smaller every day and the
need for good ambassadors is
greater now than ever. A Rotary
exchange student will always
come back with experiences
that will help our world become
a better place.
What makes Rotary youth
exchange one of the best is
the size of the organization.
There are 1,200,000 Rotarians
in 33,000 Clubs in over 200
Countries. The opportunities
are incredible for the student.
And our experience with youth
exchange offers the best security
for exchange students, host
families and parents who will be
thousands of miles away.
I am a parent of a Rotary
exchange student. In 1996 our
daughter spent a year in India.
The first photos she sent home
were incredible. The look on
her face was pure amazement as
she was surrounded by children
the Rotary Club in Bihar India
sponsored. That first trip was
to deliver shoes to a bunch of

grade school students. Only to
be equalled by the ecstatic faces
of the children.
We grew as we learned
to deal with those fears every
parent experiences when their
children are away. We read letters
filled with both amazing new
experiences and the loneliness
that distance and time exact
on all of us. Since that trip she
has been back to both India
and Pakistan. I don’t think it
changed her life but it certainly
confirmed the type of work she
would pursue. We as parents are
firm believers in the value of a
Rotary student exchange as is our
daughter. The next month will
see Rotary looking for applicants
for the youth exchange program.
For the right student it will be a
lifetime experience. For the right
family it will bring everyone
closer together. Applying is open
to all students. I could say you
will need to be exceptional but
if you want to apply you already
know that!

scurrying around the G. Fest
site entering contests, buying
garlic and all the other produce
and products offered at the Fest.
I began by devouring a
sizzling hot bratwurst (loaded
with sauerkraut), then I
purchased a big peach pie and
had a bite or two. Yum yum, but
I truly needed a “garlic fix” so I
sampled (that’s how they rope
you in) and purchased some
garlic jelly from Borderline
Naturals. It was way too good!
I left that booth, and ten minutes
later ran back to buy the last two
jars of the stuff. That’s what
happens to me at the Garlic Fest.
It was time to relax, so I knocked
back two giant fresh squoze
lemonades, and powerless to
resist the urge, had another
bratwurst. Later on I bought
bread and pesto sauce. How’s
all that for a “food group”?!? It
was a sunny day, and a sunny
highlight for me was running
into my old pal and fantastic
produce grower, Janet Spicer.
I’d call that a Slocan Valley Food
Moment for sure.
I think the HGF is the
largest one-day event in the
Slocan Valley. And let me tell
you, it’s an economic boon
to Hills, New Denver and
Silverton. Restaurants, grocery
stores, gas stations, anyone
marketing accommodation, and
of course the 160 vendors and
the Hills Rec. Society all do a
booming business.

Yesterday I had coffee at
NURU with several Hillites, and
we tried to determine just how
much moola exchanges hands
on that day. We decided it was
something less than one hundred
billion dollars. It’s GREAT!!!
Long live the Hills Garlic Fest.
Who started that thing anyway?
Here’s a recipe straight from
the mind of local writer Diana
Hartog:
CHERRY
(OR
HUCKLEBERRY) BEEF
In a cast-iron skillet sear
strips of beef (8 oz. or so) in oil
or butter.
Add 1/2 cup maple syrup,
juice of one lemon, and heaping
teaspoon of good moutarde.
In separate skillet sauté one
diced onion in butter/olive oil
‘till slightly browned, add 1/2
cabbage, thinly sliced. Add more
butter if necessary.
Add these sautéed
vegetables to beef mixture.
Then add 1 1/2 cups
(organic) cherry juice OR 2
cups huckleberries, squished
and pre-softened in half a cup
of boiling water. Include liquid.
Simmer for 30 minutes with
lid off, reducing liquid. Add
salt and pepper, and check for
balance between sweet and sour.
You might add a little cornstarch
to thicken fruit “gravy”.
Serve over white rice.
Andrew’s note: You can
play with this recipe. You might
even work in some garlic!

Rotary Youth
Exchange

What is it!
Most of us have heard about
student exchange programs;
there are many organizations
which sponsor them. Why would
anyone want to go to school in
a different country? Why do I
think Rotary offers one of the
best student exchange programs?
A Rotary student exchange
is geared to the 15- or 16-yearold high school student. The
aim is for a student from our
community to spend the entire
school year overseas. The goal
is far beyond completing a year
of academic studies. The goal is
to live inside a different culture,
where English is probably a
foreign language. And definitely
where there will be many
different customs, traditions and
politics. The world is becoming

with
Andrew
Rhodes

NOTHING
COMPARES
TO THE HILLS
GARLIC
FESTIVAL

YOUR FOOD EDITOR IS
BACK, BABY!!!
OK then. I was helping
my friends Mic and Galen
set up their organic produce
booth (Lone Mule Farm) on
the GREAT DAY of the 17th
HILLS GARLIC FESTIVAL
last Sunday. It was an hour
before The Festival opened,
and whenever another vendor
passed by and looked at Mic’s
beautiful display of produce
their jaws would drop, and
they’d ask, awe-struck, “Where
in the world did you grow those
unbelievably gigantic onions?”
Mic would look up and say,
in what can only be described
as a British twang: “Oh, New
Denvah.”
A couple hours later there
were thousands upon thousands
of folks strolling, milling, and

