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Only

6 D
ays

Left!

by Katrine Campbell
Fires, wind, landslides, power 

and phone outages – it was a helluva 
week in the valleys. 

The good news is – nobody was 
hurt.

• A freak and severe windstorm 
Thursday, September 3 hit many 
areas but none as bad as the Orchard 
in New Denver. This section of the 
village south of Carpenter Creek, 
which contains Centennial Park and 
campground, lost an estimated 20 to 
25 trees and innumerable branches, 
large and small.

Some of the trees cracked in 
half, others toppled over, roots and 
all. A small RV in the campground, 
owned by a couple from Sherwood 
Park, Alberta, was flattened by a 
large cottonwood. A neighbour with 
a chainsaw immediately started 
removing branches to lighten the 
load and allow the couple access to 
their belongings; Mayor Gary Wright 
drove them to Nelson to pick up a 
rental vehicle and the Village put 
them up for the night.

A number of other trees in the 
park were also destroyed, as was one 
set of bleachers at the ball diamond. 
The Village and the campground 
hosts acted quickly, closing the south 
end of the park and moving campers 
onto the ball field and away from 
the trees.

A cottonwood crashed down on 
the Kohan Garden; the damage is 
still being assessed. Several trees 
that fell and blocked roads in both 
the Orchard and the main part of 
town were quickly removed by 
neighbours. One unlucky resident 
lost two boats and an outbuilding to 
a single tree.

Village secretary Catherine 
Allaway said the closed section of 
the park, including the boat launch 
and the Kohan, would not re-open 
until the clean up was done, which 
couldn’t start until the insurance 
adjusters had been on site. 

“They’re aware of the situation 
but until we hear more we’re just 
holding tight.

“[Having] no telecommunications 
service isn’t making things happen 
any faster,” she added. 

Erratic weather causes earth, wind and fire events
Asked what would be done with 

the wood after the trees are bucked up 
and removed, Allaway said council 
had no policy for this situation and 
no decisions had been made.

• Lightning strikes Tuesday 
afternoon and evening (September 
1) caused a number of fires, including 
two major events on Perry Ridge and 
a number of smaller ones elsewhere 
in the Slocan Valley.

• The two fires on Perry Ridge 
are being fought aggressively, with 
air tankers, helicopters and ground 
crews. One is near McFayden Creek 
and the other a few kilometres north 
of that. Frances Maika, speaking 
for the Ministry of Forests and 
Range, reported September 4 that 
“air tankers have been dropping fire 
retardant along the perimeter of the 
northernmost fire, estimated to have 
burned 15 hectares. Once tanker 
drops are completed, crews will have 
safe access to construct helipads for 
ground attack.”

Helicopters have been dropping 
water on the more southern fire, 
estimated at 69 hectares, due to its 
proximity to the McFayden Creek 
community watershed. Crews were 
due to begin groundwork on the fire 
once helipads had been constructed 
to allow access. 

A temporary 100-person fire 
camp was built near Lemon Creek to 
house a Type 1 team to manage the 
fire and four 20-person crews. The 
fire management team is made up 
of BC, Yukon, Montana, Northwest 
Territories and Saskatchewan 
fire personnel on loan under 
inter-provincial and international 
agreements. Two ‘hotshot’ crews 
are on site from Montana and Idaho, 
and two 20-person unit crews from 
Castlegar arrived on site Sunday. 

Although some residents had 
asked fire crews not to use retardant, 
fearing for the safety of their water, 
the Water Management Branch of 
the ministry says “due to the rocky 
terrain, it would be inefficient to only 
drop water in the area and therefore 
is not a viable solution….On the 
basis of available information, this 
material is not expected to produce 
any significant adverse effects.”

The main ingredient in the 
retardant is ammonium polyphosphate 
fertilizer, which will be consumed by 
vegetation, and 90 per cent of the 
solution is water, the Branch says.

• A fire at the Rosebery Highlands 
development was quickly attacked 
and extinguished. It was in an area 
that had been logged, so there was 
little forest left to burn. Marion 

Bergevin, whose husband George is 
the developer, reports that she started 
getting calls from people about the 
fire.

“I had visions of the whole place 
being up in smoke, so was kind of 
relieved when it was confined to 
Eagle Peak. I was hoping those trees 
wouldn’t go, as we have precious 
little ‘forest’ left on our property.

“Our fabulous friends and 
neighbours had called Forestry 
already, and with great efficiency 
they were there with the Nakusp 
Forest manager in a helicopter, 
shortly followed by a helicopter with 
a bucket. That guy was so efficient, 
speedy and accurate, that he confined 
the fire to Eagle Peak, until the 

continued on page 2

This camper was crushed by a tree that was uprooted in last Thursday’s windstorm at the campground in New Denver’s Centennial Park.

This bomber was quick to respond to a wildfire on the Rosebery Highlands property, caused by lightning last Tuesday afternoon.
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Happy 40th Anniversary, Bill & Donna
Love, the kids

massive chemical bomber and its 
spotter plane came. High drama, with 
a confined fire, thanks to the fabulous, 
if overworked Forestry service! 
Apparently, there was a simultaneous 
strike quite far back behind New 
Denver, that they diverted the bomber 
to after our fire was under control.”

• A fire was discovered on 
September 2 near the Galena Trail, 
a quarter mile beyond the Denver 
Siding YRB yard towards Three 
Forks, and about 75 feet down 
the bank. New Denver and area 
Volunteer Fire Department members 
walked in with water on their backs, 
rope rappelled down the bank and 
extinguished the fire. It is estimated 
to have burned an area about 20 feet 
by 20 feet.

• The 2009 wildfire season has 
been one of the most active and 
dangerous in recent memory, the 
Ministry of Forests and Range says, 
with 2,924 fires to date and 221,118 
hectares burnt province-wide, 
compared to 2,314 fires and 230,080 
hectares burnt by this date in 2003.

• Power outages: Thursday’s 
windstorm caused outages for BC 
Hydro and Fortis customers in all 
three of our valleys.

In the Nakusp and New Denver 
areas, the power went out about 12:30 
pm. Many Nakusp customers got their 
power back at 2:30 pm, but others 
had to wait much longer because of 
damage to distribution lines. 

There were multiple outages in 
the New Denver/Silverton area. The 
power went out for most people early 

Thursday afternoon and returned 
between 10 and 11 pm. Early Friday 
morning, it went off again for the 
northern part of New Denver, 
including downtown, and in Silverton 
and Rosebery.

“Trees  down in  the  New 
Denver area resulted in two broken 
transmission poles as well as damage 
to the distribution system,” said BC 
Hydro’s Jeanette Hoft. 

Meadow Creek also went out, 
affected by the same outage.

• Marnie Douglas, Corporate 
Communications Specialist for 
FortisBC, reports that the windstorm 
“kept FortisBC crews busy throughout 
the Kootenay region, working to 
restore power as safely and quickly 
as possible. At approximately 3:30 
pm Thursday, nearly 1,280 customers 
in Kaslo lost power after a large tree 
came down on a transmission line 
about one kilometre south of the 
community. 

“Another 340 customers in the 
area of Coffee Creek were also 
without power as a result of this line 
being down. Power was restored to 
all but 15 Kaslo customers shortly 
after midnight. Those remaining 
Kaslo customers had power restored 
by Friday noon.

“In the Slocan Valley, about 
500 customers were affected when 
severe winds brought trees down on 
distribution lines. Power was restored 
before midnight.”

• Several roads were closed 
temporarily due to downed power 
lines. Kaslo fire chief Larry Badry 
says, “There were three areas where 
we blocked roads due to trees blown 
onto power lines: Wardner and Park 
in Upper Kaslo; just South of JVH 
School; and Highway 31 where we 
set up a re-direction at the Back Road/
Kaslo South Road and diverted traffic 
for a few hours. We opened the road 
just after 6 pm. Power was restored at 

approximately 23:30 last night. 
• Phone/Internet: Telus’ Shawn 

Hall said about 700 customers lost 
service when a tree fell on the lines 
south of Silverton about 8:15 am 
on September 4. Crews were onsite 
shortly afterward, reconnected the 
broken cable ends, and restored 
service at about 1:20 pm.

• A huge mudslide on Enterprise 
Creek Forest Service Rd. trapped a 
New Denver couple’s truck on the 
wrong side. Nadine Raynolds and 
Gary Parkstrom drove up August 31 
for a hiking trip. They were driving 
out September 3 when they found 
the road blocked at the five-km mark. 

They walked out over the mud, 
which is estimated at 70 metres long 

and five metres deep at its highest 
point. 

“It was a bit mushy, but firm 
enough to get across,” Raynolds says. 
They hitchhiked home and called the 
Ministry of Transportation, which 
sent out an excavator the next day.

“The excavator just carved 
enough space for us to squeeze the 
truck through. The operator was 
happy we had a four-wheel-drive. The 
last time it was a little car.”

The ministry’s Jeff Knight says 
the slide was caused by recent heavy 
rains within the area burned by 2007’s 
Springer Creek fire. The road will 
stay closed throughout the winter; 
the ministry will assess next spring 
and decide what to do then.

continued from page 1

by Art Joyce
Slocan Park residents resisting 

a timber licence for logging in their 
community watershed have been denied 
by the provincial government yet again. 

David Aaron, legal counsel for the 
Sinixt Nation, wrote to the Attorney 
General on June 3 to insist that the Sinixt 
be consulted on the Slocan Park timber 
sale. The Attorney General’s office 
forwarded the letter to the Ministry of 
Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation, 
which responded by email on August 20. 
“The Province does not believe that an 
obligation to consult with the Sinixt with 
respect to British Columbia Timber Sales 
License #A80259 is triggered in these 
circumstances,” states the email. “These 
circumstances” refer to the Sinixt’s 
current lack of aboriginal status under 
the Constitution Act. 

Aaron filed a land claim with the BC 
Supreme Court in Nelson on behalf of the 
75 members of the Sinixt Nation last July, 
seeking aboriginal title to the Canadian 
portion of their traditional territory. 
According to Aaron, by virtue of filing 
this claim, the Sinixt must be consulted 
in land use decisions affecting resource 
use and wildlife. He cites as precedent 
the Haida First Nation’s 2004 Supreme 
Court of Canada case. The decision in 
that case reserved legal rights to the 
Crown but stated, “the duty to consult 
and accommodate is part of a process 
of fair dealing and reconciliation that 
begins with the assertion of sovereignty 
and continues beyond formal claims 
resolution.” 

In Aaron’s letter to the Attorney 
General, Aaron asserts that this “obliges 
the Province to consult with respect to 
the issuance of BC Timber Sales Licence 
#A80259 in the Slocan Park Domestic 
Watershed, which falls squarely within 
the ambit of my client’s territorial 
claim. The Province has defaulted on 
its obligation to consult in that regard. 
On the basis of the failure to consult, we 
object to the issuance of BC Timber Sales 
Licence #A80259.” 

The Province of BC seems to 
disagree with both Aaron and the 
Supreme Court of Canada. 

The Forest Practices Board (FPB) 
has as part of its mandate the obligation 
to take First Nations claims into 
consideration in the dispute resolution 
process. In a letter to Community Action 
For Responsible Ecology (CARE) 
Society board members from FPB 
Executive Director Fred Parker dated 
July 21, he wrote: “We have and continue 
to take your issue about the lack of 
consultation with the Sinixt seriously. 

Provincial government denies obligation to 
consult with Sinixt in Slocan Park logging

However, we did consult with the legal 
representation of the Sinixt First Nation 
and he confirmed that they did not see 
any value in direct participation in the 
complaint.” Parker said there may be 
conflicting information about Sinixt 
willingness to join with Slocan Park 
residents in the Forest Practices Board 
complaint, but without the Sinixt’s 
direct participation, the board will not 
investigate First Nations consultation 
in this case.

Kirsten Olsen of Slocan Park CARE 
sees the government as simply using 
a legal loophole to escape having to 
consult with the Sinixt. “What the Forest 
Practices Board is trying to say is that the 
Sinixt have to fill out their own complaint 
form, but the duty of the Board to consult 
exists above and beyond the form.” 

Olsen says she has raised other 
relevant issues that the Board still hasn’t 
addressed. CARE pressured the FPB into 
a second field trip to inspect the cutblocks 
so that more community members had 
an opportunity to explain their concerns. 
Olsen says these concerns are shared 
by a wide cross-section of Slocan Park 
residents, including local loggers. Olsen 
accompanied FPB field staff on an 
inspection into cutblock #1 but says their 
report was vague and failed to include 
her specific concerns for this area. She 
also discovered late in the process that 
logging contractor Steve Barabanoff had 
not been notified by BC Timber Sales 
or FPB of the community issues related 
to this timber licence – information she 
believes he would want to know from 
the outset. “He needs to know all of the 
issues that inform this licence because 
it’s become quite political,” says Olsen. 
“Barabanoff should be equally angry 
at being sold such a contentious timber 
licence.” 

CARE has had a presentation 
from forester Herb Hammond with 
Area H Director Walter Popoff in 
attendance. Popoff is planning to present 
Hammond’s ecosystem-based plan for 
the Slocan Valley to the Minister’s office 
of the Ministry of Forests. The group 
is planning to establish ongoing water 
monitoring and will do some testing with 
funding from a Community Initiatives 
grant from the Columbia Basin Trust. 
A cost-benefit analysis is in the works, 
since many in the community who work 
in the forest industry see the timber 
licence as high-cost and low-return. 
CARE also has plans to hire Hammond 
to do a ground study of the planned 
cutblocks, and hopes to set up future 
meetings with Aaron and the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society. 

Earth, wind and fire, but no floodwaters over the last week
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by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Park CARE Society, 

which formed to oppose logging slated 
for Slocan Park watersheds, hosted an 
evening with Herb Hammond at Slocan 
Park Hall on September 2. 

Hammond, longtime Slocan Valley 
resident, is a forest ecologist, professional 
forester and educator. He was involved 
in creating the Slocan Valley Watershed 
Alliance back in 1981, and he co-
founded the Silva Forest Foundation 
(SFF) with his wife, Susan, in 1992. SFF 
has developed an approach to ecosystem-
based conservation planning over 25 
years of working with rural and First 
Nations communities. In 1995, Silva 
developed a plan for the Slocan River 
watershed. The plan was supported by 
75-90% of the population, according to 
an Angus Reid poll, and came very close 
to being implemented.

Needless to say, Hammond has seen 
his fair share of logging disputes over 
the years.

“This is like deja-vu – it’s just like 
25-30 years ago,” Hammond said to 
the gathering of concerned residents. 
“I wish this issue would go away. We 
have science, economics, and good 
community based management on our 
side, but it seems that’s not enough.” 

Hammond thanked the CARE 

Herb Hammond speaks to Slocan Park logging issue
Society and the people who wrote the 
complaint to the Forest Practices Board 
about the Slocan Park logging plans. 
“It was more professional than the site 
plans,” he said.

The Forest Practices Board has not 
yet completed its investigation into the 
complaint. The timber sale contract, 
already awarded by BC Timber Sales, 
involves four cutblocks to be clearcut 
with reserves. Residents do not know 
when the logging company plans to 
start work.

Hammond said that the decline 
of public consultation and the near 
privatization of forests really concerns 
him. “It has gotten worse. The public 
has fewer rights under the new Forest 
and Range Practices Act (FRPA) than 
they did 30 years ago.” 

He said the public used to see the 
management plan, operating plan and 
silviculture plan, but now, the signature 
of a Registered Professional Forester 
(RPF) is all that’s needed, and the RPF 
is in the employ of the company doing 
the logging. “The FRPA has essentially 
privatized public forests.”

He listed three important issues for 
Slocan Park residents to discuss with 
BCTS. 

The first was the Sinixt land 
question. Despite the Sinixt having filed 

a land claim, which they believe should 
trigger the government’s duty to consult 
with them on land use decisions in their 
territory, the government has decided 
not to consult with them on the Slocan 
Park logging “because it is not clear to 
the Province at this time that the Sinixt 
are ‘an aboriginal people of Canada’…” 
This quote comes from an email to 
David Aaron, legal counsel to the Sinixt 
Nation, from the Ministry of Aboriginal 
Relations and Reconciliation. Hammond 
said that the Sinixt issue was a matter 
of social justice. “It’s important that we 
support the Sinixt,” he said.

The second issue Hammond advised 
Slocan Park residents to take up with 
BCTS was meaningful consultation, 
including shared decision-making.

The third was a landscape-level 
plan to maintain ecological integrity. 
The focus of this plan should be water 
quality, quantity and timing of flow. He 
suggested that the 1995 Silva plan be 
used as a starting point. 

Hammond explained that there 
were two priorities for ecosystem-
based conservation planning: to protect 
or restore ecological integrity, and 
to provide for balanced human and 
non-human ecosystem use across the 
landscape. He said that in Slocan Park, 
because the areas have been logged 
before, it is important to think about 
restoration. As for the second priority, 
he said Slocan Park not only produces 
timber, but also ecotourism, farms, 
water for people who live here, etc. He 
said the priorities of ecosystem-based 
conservation planning (EBCP) were 
achieved through the precautionary 
principle.

“There is lots of science that shows 
that 50% of an ecosystem has to be 
protected,” he said. An EBCP process, 
he said, focuses first on what needs 
to be protected, and then defines how 
various human activities and economies 
can fit within the ecological limits of the 
ecosystem. “Stewardship is at the core 

of EBCP – sacrificing in the present to 
save the future.”

Hammond said that the current 
logging plan was to clearcut the blocks, 
which was not good. Clearcuts intercept 
30% more snow than forests do, and 
that snow melts 30% faster, causing 
spring floods and fall droughts. The 
current plan also includes stacked roads 
and ground skidding, which Hammond 
said is bad for the water users and for an 

intact ecosystem, and increases landslide 
risk. The plan also has excessive stream 
crossings above water intakes, and it 
lacks good science and planning. 

Hammond encouraged the 
community to form a broad-based 
coalition and work together on a better 
plan. “You have as much power as you 
believe you have. If you believe you 
have power and use it responsibly, you 
can change the world.”

by Jan McMurray
“Forestry’s focus needs to be the 

conservation of intact forests in a climate 
change world,” said Herb Hammond in 
a presentation at Slocan Park Hall on 
September 2.

He gave some startling statistics 
about the amount of carbon dioxide in 
the air. When we reach 350-450 parts per 
million (ppm), we will cross irreversible 
thresholds, he said. We are now at 390 
parts per million, and that is growing by 
3-4% every year. It is predicted that we 
will be past 450 ppm in 20 years.

He said that one-third of greenhouse 

Intact forests key to climate change mitigation
gases result from forest management. In 
the boreal forest alone in Canada, forest 
management accounts for the release of 
more carbon dioxide than all trucks and 
cars in the country. Also, up to 60% of the 
carbon in a log is back in the atmosphere 
within five years of when the tree was cut 
– for example, paper goes back into the 
landfills, releasing methane gas. 

“Old growth forests are carbon 
sinks, not carbon sources. There is not 
a shred of scientific evidence to support 
that. If there were more old growth 
forests, we’d have less hot summers and 
less fires.”

by Jan McMurray
The review of the Glacier/Howser 

independent power project application 
has been put on hold, effective September 
2, until the proponent can provide the 
Environmental Assessment Office 
(EAO) with more information on fish 
and fish habitat.

“Currently, EAO foresees fish and 
fish habitat impact issues as a significant 
challenge for your proposed Project in 
the environmental assessment review. 
The information requirements will need 
to be satisfied before I am prepared to 
resume the 180-day review process for 
the proposed Project,” states a letter 
to project proponent Simon Gourdeau 
of AXOR from Project Assessment 
Director Garry Alexander at the EAO.

Information required from the 
proponent includes additional data and 
a report re-evaluating the predicted 
changes to physical habitat in Glacier 
and Howser Creeks resulting from the 
diversion of water; additional data and 
a report re-evaluating the predicted 
effects on fish populations in Glacier 
and Howser Creeks from the diversion 
of water; and a fish and fish habitat 
compensation plan.

The requirement for this additional 
information was discussed at working 
group meetings held in August. 

Fisheries issues hold up 
Glacier/Howser project review

Summaries from those meetings, 
available on the EAO website, indicate 
that very low fall and winter flows in 
both creeks, particularly Glacier Creek, 
pose significant concerns for bull trout. 
Overwintering habitat is one of the 
biggest concerns. The proponent has 
indicated that the project would not be 
economically viable without the Glacier 
Creek component, and has committed 
to a re-design. However, it was pointed 
out at the meetings that the Glacier 
Creek re-design will still likely need to 
rely on compensation, and that there are 
probably no compensation measures 
that will alleviate overwintering habitat 
concerns. Potential mitigation and 
compensation measures discussed at the 
meetings included the re-introduction 
of fish in other parts of the watershed, 
decreasing the diversion rate during high 
risk periods, and using a coanda intake 
screen at Glacier Creek. Coanda screens 
are known to reduce the risk of fish 
entrainment and to allow more natural 
flow over the intake. Compensation ideas 
that were not well received were stream 
fertilization, and habitat restoration at the 
mouth of Birnam Creek.

The 180-day environmental 
assessment review period for the Glacier/
Howser project began June 2 and was 
underway for 92 days before suspension.
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Capitalism kills
“Money is a substitute for the 

lack of talent.” The more you need 
for living, the less talent you have 
for living!

“Capitalism is killing us all.”
Leon R. Pendleton

Edgewood

Reducing harm 
in Canada

Mr. Russell Barth’s and Mr. Alan 
Middlemiss’ recent letters published 
in your newspaper regarding 
cannabis and law enforcement 
intrigued me.

I would like to ask them if they 
were serious about reducing harm 
in Canada. Legalizing cannabis use 
won’t significantly reduce harm.

Making the purchase of alcohol 
(ethanol) illegal without a special 
photo ID would greatly reduce harm. 
We won’t make it easy to get that 
licence, right?

Chris Ellis
Nelson

Cannabis prohibition 
reduces public safety

During my 18 years of police 
service in Michigan I was sent to 
zero calls generated by the use of 
cannabis. Thus, I heartily agree with 
the analysis of Alan Middlemiss; 
namely, the RCMP going after two 
marijuana plants will reduce public 
safety. Those Mounties will be 
missing a fair number of the deadly 
drunk drivers and will certainly have 
less time to arrest those who hurt our 
children and women.

Cannabis prohibition reduces 
public safety, period.  

Officer Howard  Wooldridge 
(retired)

Washington, DC

Cell phones needed 
for emergencies

If you don’t want a cell phone, 
don’t buy one.

My husband of many years 
bought me one in case I was ever 
away from home and needed 
help. Driving to Silverton/New 
Denver this summer I was thinking 
that I wouldn’t be able to call for 
assistance or 911 if I got a flat tire, 
had an accident, had an emergency 
or if someone else needed instant 
help between Crescent Valley and 
Nakusp.

In Austria, Germany and Italy my 
son was asked if he had a business 
place and otherwise he should just 
have a cell phone. People in Europe 

and around the world have not been 
dying because of cell phone towers, 
TV towers, radio waves, microwave 
ovens or computers. Don’t want 
them? Don’t buy them but please 
don’t risk emergency help for the 
elderly, the unhealthy or people in 
trouble when cell phone service 
could be available in this beautiful 
valley.

Reconsider your vote.
Dorothy Martini

Castlegar

Thanks to 
volunteers

I wish to extend my gratitude 
to the volunteers who spent time 
clearing the trail to the MacBeth 
Icefield. Last year I hiked that trail 
and I know that I had to walk over 
or under 115 deadfalls on the trail 
(each way). This year, there were 
two of them. The day that I hiked 
up to the Icefield (August 16) there 
were about 22 other people on the 
trail. Obviously the hard work of 
the volunteer crew is having results. 
Thanks to all of you!

Also, a big thank you to all 
the organizers and participants in 
Kaslo’s garden tour that was held 
August 23. It was wonderful to see so 
many different gardens all growing 
food. The gardens were clearly 
marked and it was delightful to see 
such variety. Thank you to the people 
willing to show their gardens and to 
the people who organized it. I hope 
this is the first of many tours.

Catherine McCormick
Kaslo  

Re:Ecozy Micro 
Homes wins lease

When I saw that the Sinixt 
Nation was the organization that 
lost the bid to use the crew camp in 
Slocan City, I was shocked. Shocked 
that the original people of this land 
were not given priority. The Sinixt 
should be consulted on all land use 
decisions by local governments, not 
given a rejection letter. 

Don’t get me wrong – I think 
Ecozy homes is a great idea given 
that we have a housing crisis in 
the Slocan Valley. If Ecozy is as 
socially ethical as it is eco-friendly 
then maybe the right thing to do 
would be to bow out gracefully 
and give the Sinixt their land back 
and move to a different location. 
And Slocan council, what were you 
thinking? Carrying on 500 years of 
imperialism. You had a chance to 
give back something to people that 
had so much taken from them and 

you missed it. 
You said you would like to work 

with the Sinixt. I would like to see 
you do that.

Chloe Sage
Appledale

Reducing the 
size of our trees 
in the Village of 
New Denver

A couple of years ago after all 
the wind damage in Vancouver and 
Stanley Park occurred, I suggested 
at a Village of New Denver Official 
Community Plan meeting that the 
Village should enact a bylaw to 
restrict the height of trees in our 
residential areas. This idea got shot 
down pretty well by the general 
attendance of people and nothing 
took place.

On Thursday, September 3 
the local area suffered an extreme 
and brief wind burst in the lead of 
some thunderstorms and all sorts 
of damage took place, which is 
likely well reported in this issue of 
The Valley Voice. The winds were 
predicted in forecasts but really, all 
we can do at such times is hunker 
down and hope things go okay…

Things would be less chaotic 
when these odd storms erupt if 
more people decided to do some 
preventive tree surgery and cut 
back the tops of some of these 
towering trees in town in some 
of the breakage-proven and root-
shallow species. I’m not talking 
about clearcutting – I’m talking 
about preventive maintenance 
similar to shaping and pruning fruit 
trees.

Most damage from wind storms 
results from the impact of falling 
trees. Tall trees block the sun from 
many gardens, and block some of 
the gorgeous mountain views we 
should enjoy. Too-tall trees cut 
radio, TV and internet reception as 
well. Those tall trees in your yard 
give you shade, all right, but they 
affect the entire block you live on.

So don’t raise too big a 
stink if you have neighbours out 
topping unsafe trees or if you 
see professional crews reducing 
overhead risk factors from these 
needlessly tall trees. Trees can be 
shaped better, made lower but still 
be functional in all aspects, and 
still be there for treehuggers, birds, 
wildlife and the pleasing image of 
our village.

Peter Roulston
New Denver

Making a virtue of lollygagging
I have been walking about three miles a day for over a month now. Not, 

I emphasize, because I want to get fit, or enjoy a pleasant stroll beside the 
lake. Rather, it’s all Sue Yurychuk’s fault. 

She and Jan exchange massages for advertising in the paper.  I’m not 
sure exactly what the arrangement is, but Sue felt that she owed Jan a few 
massages, and so she offered to come into the office and give all the staff a 
back-rub. I eagerly accepted.

As she’s working on my back she says, “Oh, it feels like you’ve got a rib 
out.” I say, “A rib out? I’ve never heard of such a thing.”

“You should get it fixed, some people can live for years and never even 
notice that they’ve got a rib out. Particularly people who aren’t very body-
conscious.”

I have to admit that I’ve always regarded my body as a bag of meat and 
bones that I use to carry my brain on interesting adventures, so I make an 
appointment with the chiropractor.

Dr. Hinton pokes me and prods me. He rubs the back of my neck. He 
gives me an exercise to strengthen the muscles in my neck. He has me put 
my body through a variety of contortions. He tells me that he’s not happy 
with the muscles in my lower back. He gives me an exercise to strengthen 
those muscles.

He asks me some lifestyle questions. I tell him that I get up in the morning 
and drive to work, I work until I get hungry, then I have a bite to eat. I then 
work until I get hungry again, I eat again, and then I go back to work until I 
get tired, when I drive home and go to sleep. He frowns.

He tells me that I need to get more exercise. 30-40 minutes a day. For the 
next 21 days, he says. “What appeals to you, walking or stationary bicycle?”

I have to admit that I have always regarded the stationary bicycle as an 
activity only slightly more stimulating than watching paint dry, so I choose 
walking. “For the next three weeks, I want you to walk every day,” says 
the doctor.

I roll my eyes as I leave the office. ‘How on earth am I going to find 
that kind of time,’ I think to myself. But Jan thinks that it’s a good idea too, 
and Jan usually gets her way. The Galena Trail runs between my home in 
Rosebery and my office in New Denver. The distance is about three miles. 
I figure to myself that I should be able to do that distance in 45 minutes, so 
I start that very evening.

It takes me 55 minutes my first day. The next morning I’m enjoying 
the walk back to town so much that I decide I should walk the section from 
Highway 6 to Denver Siding. (I’d never done that section of the trail, and 
figured that I ought to. It’s nowhere near as interesting as the section between 
Three Forks and Denver Siding, or the one between Highway 6 and Rosebery, 
in case you were wondering.)

The third day was more difficult. The fourth day was harder yet. Day 
five almost killed me. On day six, I cheated and did a half-walk. I had Jan 
drop me off at the Slocan Lake golf course and walked in from there. On 
day seven, a buddy from Vancouver came to visit. He was impressed that 
I was walking, and asked to come along. So I did the full three miles with 
him on days seven and eight.

I’ve been walking every day since. It’s been over a month. How do I 
feel? Great. But I felt great before I went to see the chiropractor. I always 
feel like I’m wasting time as I take my morning, or afternoon, stroll by the 
lake. Other people, though, seem to think that I’m being virtuous.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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Budget does 
not come before 
patient safety

At what point do we say ‘enough 
is enough!’?

Nurses are available to come 
to work; however, the doors are 
closed. ‘Non-essential’ overtime is 
being denied due to current budget 
restraints. What is non-essential 
overtime? What does that mean to 
the members of the public, who 
unwittingly believe that the best 
health care is being provided to 
them?

What would happen if you, or 
your loved ones, suffered a life-
threatening condition? Would you 
expect those services to be there 
for you?

Currently, nurses are at home 
and available for work. The 
problem is that the health authority 
is not bringing them in to work if 
it involves incurring overtime as a 
result. The nurses at the hospital are 
then working short, and services are 
not necessarily being offered in a 
safe fashion.

What would happen when a 
patient needs that nurse? Who would 
be there to provide the care?

Scrambling at the last minute 
to staff results in chaos. Sadly, at 
the time you need help most, the 
nurse will not be there. Sure, the 
remaining nurses will try their best 
to help you in whatever way they 
can, but there are times when you 
need skilled hands, and many of 
them. Cardiac arrest, multi-victim 
accidents, hospital evacuation due 
to fire, all require qualified and 
skilled nurses. Deliberate plans to 
under-staff health care facilities put 
the health and safety of patients and 
health care workers at risk. 

The answer is simple. Budget 
does not come before patient safety! 
Baseline staffing should always 
be provided for the patient and the 
nurse.

Lorne Burkart
BC Nurses Union 

Castlegar

Atamanenko 
concerned about 
privatization of 
Canada Post

Open letter to Minister of State 
for Transport:

I have received a copy of a letter 
to you from the Town of Oliver 
(copy attached) requesting that “the 
federal government consult with 
local government stakeholders prior 
to taking any action which would 
impact rural community postal 
delivery services.”

As Member of Parliament in 
a riding where very few of the 
municipalities have populations of 
over 10,000, I am very concerned 
about the introduction of Bill C-44, 
which, if passed, would remove 
international letters from Canada 
Post’s exclusive privilege. As 
noted in the attached, there is every 

reason to believe that Canada Post’s 
lettermail volumes and revenues 
would be severely impacted, 
decreasing the post office’s ability to 
provide service to the people of this 
riding and in other rural or remote 
areas of the country.

Also, the recommendation in 
the Report of the Advisory Panel on 
the Strategic Review of the Canada 
Post Corporation to permit privately 
owned dealer outlets as a service 
delivery option is one with which 
many Canadians strongly disagree. 
As I have seen happen recently in 
the community of Bridesville in 
this riding, small communities are 
not served well when Canada Post 
contracts out the vital support of 
postal services. Instead, I support 
the view of the Canadian Union 
of Postal Workers – we need a 
postal service that is publicly-owned 
and operated, fully responsible to 
Parliament and one that provides 
its workers with safe, unionized, 
decently compensated jobs.

Given all of the above, I urge you 
to consult with local governments 
and the general public prior to 
making any changes to the direction 
of Canada Post service in rural 
communities.

Alex Atamenko, MP
BC Southern Interior

Calling fellow 
runners

Natasha, my wife, and I landed in 
Halifax from the UK in the summer of 
2006, ready for adventure. From there 
we had a wonderful four-week rail 
journey across the mass of Canada, 
stopping off en route to explore. 
We ended up in Prince Rupert, 
catching the Inside Passage ferry to 
Port Hardy, on the northeast end of 
Vancouver Island where we ended 
up putting roots down for three years. 
In between exploring the Island, 
Natasha ended up being principal of a 
small elementary school, whilst I put 
my previous life as an environmental 
campaigner on hold, and earned a 
wage by using my diverse skills of 
rock drilling, renovations, building 
and special needs teaching. 

But throughout my time of 
working, playing and travelling, 
my one love has followed me – my 
love for the outdoors. The one item I 
always pack when going away are my 
running shoes, for they enable me to 
explore a hitherto unknown area. My 
love for running goes back to my time 
as a school student, where my dislike 
of rugby forced me to explore an 
alternative – the cross-country team!

We now live here in New Denver, 
having fallen in love with the area 
following a wonderful spring break 
’09 tour, and I am having so much 
fun exploring the area. All of us are 
– Natasha, Bonny the dog, and my 
trusty running shoes. 

If anyone is keen to put on new 
or worn running shoes and would like 
company, or know of any excellent 
routes they would like to show me, 
then please do get in touch. 250-358-
2721 or timsander@telus.net

Tim Sander
New Denver

Sabrina George 
has some valid 
points

Although I am sure there are 
some who agree with Councillor 
Kevin Murphy in his open letter to 
Sabrina George, I found it a pretty 
uncomfortable read and one that 
might easily discourage others from 
expressing their views. No one wants 
to be classified as a ‘whiner’ and the 
tone of his letter illustrates why many 
people in New Denver are reluctant 
to put out their ideas in public. 

In  Sabr ina’s  l e t t e r s  she 
commented on the rundown 
appearance of the village and the 
fact that New Denver has few 
recreational outlets for young or old. 
Both observations appear true. Look 
at the state of many of the buildings 
on Main Street. What do visitors 
think as they come into our village? 
What about recreation? Where do 
the kids go to amuse themselves? 
I don’t know. She noted that there 
are a high proportion of absentee 
house owners. I can vouch for that. 
Within a stone’s throw of our house 
there are four empty houses owned 
by non-residents. She also notes 
that young working families cannot 
continue to live in New Denver and 
many relocate, as there is no work for 
them and no opportunities for their 
children. The lack of an economic 
base in the village is breaking the 
chain of continuity that in the past 
allowed people to grow old in their 
own community among family and 
friends. The ‘demeaning’ of the 
Village of New Denver is basically 
a statement of fact.

Although I can’t relate to or 
verify all that she writes about New 
Denver, I can understand at least 
one of her concerns, as I too have 
to find work outside the community 
to be able to live here. There are no 
steady job prospects in the village for 
anyone except those in business, and 
there is no evident effort being made 
by ‘the powers that be’ to develop a 
viable economy in New Denver. In 
fact the opposite appears to be the 
case. With no future work prospects, 
the children and young families leave 
the village as a matter of course.

What is it in Sabrina’s letters that 
so incenses Kevin? Is it the issue of 
raising taxes? Nobody likes taxes 
but if the tax topic is so off limits 
then how does this council propose 
to do anything? What grants are we 
applying for if we can’t raise taxes? 
What and where is the game plan? 
Unfortunately sometimes you have 
to spend money to make money. The 
present inability to raise taxes even a 
small amount to maintain the status 
quo is leading to the slow death of a 
thousand cuts (literally) and we are 
slowly losing our homes, community 
and infrastructure. Sabrina merely 
writes about the old-time viable and 
vibrant New Denver that she used 
to know.

I get an uneasy sense that if as 
a community we can’t determine 
our own future, then someone else 
will, and it may not be the future 

that this community wanted. New 
Denver is as Kevin says, a ‘terrific 
small town’ but it is too vulnerable, 
as it has no basic economy. Unless 
some action is taken to enable a 
viable local economy the village will 
become just another pretty vacation 
spot for prosperous non-residents in 
the summer. To put it more bluntly 
a sustainable future for New Denver 
needs concentrated thought by 
council, support from the Province 
and much stronger leadership. The 
importance of the village’s future 
overshadows non-issues such as 
speed bumps at Bigelow Bay. 

This letter is not meant to be 
confrontational; it is not about all of 
the issues that need to be addressed 
in the village; and I understand that 
a community our size has limited 
options. The administrators and 
council do much good work that 
I would not care to do, and I am 
grateful to them for that. But for 
Kevin to claim that the council is 
extraordinary would stretch anyone’s 
credulity. I also find that splitting the 
community into ‘malcontents’ versus 
the ‘working’ supporters of council 
and the status quo, both silly and 
divisive. Many in the village see a 
serious need to focus on the future 
of New Denver and Sabrina has 
brought some important issues to 
your attention. 

I hope that in future, public 
letters to their electorate from 
council members will be more 
engaged, creative, respectful and 
accommodating. The open letter to 
Sabrina George from Councillor 
Kevin Murphy in the Valley Voice 
does not fit in any of the above 
categories. Sometimes discourse 
in a democracy is noisy and 
uncomfortable, but dissent and 
alternative ideas not only need to 
be heard, but paid attention to and 
maybe acted on. There should not 
be attempts to shut down legitimate 
viewpoints in this manner.

John Fraser
New Denver

I love New 
Denver, part 2

Why my last letter was titled “More 
on what’s wrong with New Denver” was 
not at all in the letter that I wrote, nor am I 
a resident of Calgary. Assumptions made 
by mistake. 

I asked the question: “Why is this 
local government not aggressively taking 
advantage of the government money that 
is available and creatively improving the 
area?”

It is a well-known fact that many 
oppose tourism and how that impacts 
a community. So I ask the question: 
“How can this community and local 
businesses survive without those dollars?” 
How do we encourage new business 
without impacting the existing ones? 
Does the voice of action even care about 
this when they don’t even care enough 
to sweep the main street of its debris and 
openly contribute to it by butting their 
cigarettes and leaving them on the street?! 
Going green? This is a serious risk to 
water supplies, small birds and animals. 
A total disregard and contradiction of a 
group that claims to respect and loves their 

community so much that they don’t want 
any trees cut. Or lawns and boulevards 
cut, as it kills the grasshoppers?! Riding 
an eco-friendly scooter doesn’t mean 
much when one proceeds to butt their 
cigarette on Main Street and leave it 
there! Even more especially when there 
is a province-wide fire ban. Attack no, 
just an observation and shared opinion by 
those that witnessed the action. Google 
“cigarette butts” and you will be able to 
read about the proven serious health risks 
and how many municipalities are taking 
action to make their communities ‘butt 
out’ in proper containers. It is not in any 
way unreasonable to expect your local 
representatives and /or advocates to ‘walk 
the walk,’ not just ‘talk the talk!’

Now would be the time to groom this 
town into the atmosphere that most would 
like to be reflected. Time and ignoring the 
obvious will only give power to someone 
who can afford to ‘buy’ up the town and 
will be able to do it their way! Providing 
adequate facilities, like more public beach, 
public washrooms, proper signs, a docking 
and secure facility for non-powered boats 
would be an asset for locals and visitors 
alike. Instead we have canoes strewn all 
along the waterfront. Most are left on 
the few beaches locals enjoy. We have 
witnessed too many insistances of public 
urination and adult nudity on village lake 
front. This is right along Bellevue Street 
and the public Mori Trail. We have locals, 
tourists, children and young teens that need 
not be exposed to this. As residents we do 
not go looking for this, most is visible from 
our livingroom windows! Maybe small 
infractions to some but they are against 
the law! 

We have many breaches of Village 
bylaws as people try to set up overnight 
camping along boulevards. As well, dogs 
are being walked without a leash in areas 
that require that dogs must be on one. In 
doing so, owners are allowing the dogs 
to run fence lines and continually cause 
disruptions for many residents. It is time 
that the Village look at some of these issues 
and gain some control. Control does not 
mean keeping this community idle, as that 
suits certain lifestyles. It is NOT up to the 
residents to inform, police, and enforce (for 
the most part non-residents) the bylaws. 
This causes ill feelings and friction among 
the people involved.

 Residents need a place to be able 
to go and voice their concerns and get at 
least a glimmer of hope that some issues 
will be addressed. This is what a mayor, 
council and Village office is for. To have a 
prominent figure of this office state to me 
(which is an obvious general ‘consensus’) 
of having the audacity of thinking we own 
everything in front of our house! Especially 
when we are left to deal with the many 
infractions that have been mentioned in 
this letter on a daily basis. Leaving many to 
think “why bother!” A state of thinking that 
in my opinion many prefer and encourage!

 I know the opposition in doing 
anything is that “we feel it is unnecessary 
to burden the taxpayers $30,000-$40,000 
a year for a bylaw officer.” It is my opinion 
that these issues could be dealt with without 
a bylaw enforcement officer. The Village 
could address most of these problems 
with proper signs and facilities, as most 
infractions are seasonal and for the most 
part involve non-residents.

Sabrina D. George 
New Denver 
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Katrine Campbell
The spectre of a delayed hockey 

season and loss of revenue to many 
businesses in Nakusp has been 
banished by the combined efforts of 
the council, the building inspector, 
the contractor and the ice plant 
manufacturer. If all goes well, the ice 
will be in by October 1.

When it appeared the new ice 
plant would not be delivered and 
installed in time, Minor Hockey 
parents jammed the council chambers 
at the August 25 meeting and 
demanded to be heard, although 
they hadn’t asked to be on the agenda.

Mayor Karen Hamling and 
council agreed to let them speak. 
They expressed their concerns, asking 
for a temporary plant to be installed. 
The catch was the price tag: an 
estimated $50,000. As neither Minor 
Hockey nor the Village had the 
money, another way had to be found.

Hamling cal led  an arena 
commission meeting for the next 
day, to be attended by Area K Director 

Nakusp arena ice plant delay not as bad as first thought
Paul Peterson as well as Village and 
hockey reps. (Area K contributes 
almost half of the arena costs and the 
director is a commission member.) 

“We discussed what would or 
could happen, what we could or 
couldn’t do,” said Hamling.

Since then, “things have started to 
come together,” the ice plant should 
be installed by the end of October 
and “that’s workable for everybody.”

There were a number of factors 
– or perceived factors – that made it 
look like there would be a major delay. 
There is also a lot of misinformation 
floating around, with fingers being 
pointed in all directions. 

The timeline according to 
Hamling: the Village got the grant 
for arena upgrades in the fall of 2008.

In March ’09, they were notified 
they had been awarded funding to 
install geothermal heating, “so all the 
drawings and plans had to be redone 
in order to make the geothermal and 
the ice plant come together.”

Then they discovered that 

geothermal wouldn’t work because 
the ice plant didn’t run in the summer 
and “where are you going to put that 
energy?”

They decided to go with a heat 
recovery system. Now, they needed 
not only a room for the ice plant, but a 
second one for the heat recovery tank.

Plans had to be redrawn, and a 
building permit obtained. The roof 
design was also changed to save a 
week of construction time.

Building Inspector Peter Southin 
says there was no delay in issuing 
the permit. The contractor, Kenny 
Nishida, applied for it June 30 and 
Southin issued it within a week.

“We went out of our way to get 
things together for them in a timely 
manner.”

The delay in construction came 
about because of Music Fest. Village 
CAO Bob Lafleur says the excavation 
for the footings had been completed 
but “we didn’t want to create a hazard 
by having a big exposed hole…The 
danger was the power supply for 

the music was above his [Nishida’s] 
head...so we put up a security fence.” 
This fence would also keep passersby 
from falling in.

In addition, continuing the work 
would have meant blocking the 
arena’s kitchen doors, which the 
performers used for access to meals 
and showers. 

Pace Industrial, the ice plant 
manufacturer, had planned to attend 
the site September 8 to do preliminary 

work with the brine lines, Hamling 
said. Then they were to ship the plant 
out September 21, with a delivery 
time of eight or nine days. Now, Pace 
will make sure it’s onsite and ready 
for installation by the 21st. 

In the meantime, Minor Hockey 
and the figure skating club can 
organize their schedules, with 
the possibility of hockey players 
travelling to other communities for 
practice time.

by Katrine Campbell
If you’ve been thinking about 

a ‘park model’ mobile home for a 
leased or owned RV site, check out 
CindersCedar Woodworks in Nakusp. 
You can order a wooden stick-frame 
mobile cottage which will be built 
locally and shipped to your site.

Lloyd Coates came up with the 
idea six months ago, but says he has 
been sitting on it because he didn’t 
have the money to build a prototype. 
Now, however, a buyer has come 
forward and Coates built a 12’ by 28’ 
model to be shipped to Denman Island.

Check it out at the open house 
of this first completed cottage on 
Saturday, September 12, at the Happy 
Face bottle depot (formerly the Shell 

New Nakusp business 
produces mobile cottages

bulk plant).
CindersCedar wooden cottages 

come completely finished, including 
cedar siding, laminate flooring, 
plumbing and wiring, ready to move 
onto a foundation, blocking or a 
concrete pad. They come in either a 
12’ by 28’ or a double-wide at 20’ by 
24’. The price starts at $34,000 for a 
one-bedroom with bathroom.

Coates is starting small, working 
in a hay barn on his father Ollie’s 
property, but he hopes the business 
will grow. How big is he hoping to get?

“BIG! If the orders keep coming 
in, then I’ll hire more people and build 
two or three at a time.”

Coates uses many local suppliers. 
See his ad on page 13.

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Historical 

Society will celebrate its 25th 
anniversary September 19, despite 
losing all its funding from gaming.

The society is one of the many 
arts organizations – including 
reading centres – which was told 
there would be no more money from 
the BC Lottery Corporation’s profits.

lloyd coates stands in the doorway of his prototype mobile cottage.

ALHS celebrates 25th anniversary
“We can –  because of book sales 

and a few savings – keep going for 
a time but it is going to be tough,” 
says the society’s Rosemarie Parent. 
“Gaming funds paid our operational 
costs, lease, insurance, phone, 
internet, photocopier maintenance, 
etc. so we could complete four 
more history books and reprint four 
others.”

Despite the cuts, “we are 
celebrating at the archives office 
on 7th Ave (Hydro building) on 
September 19 from 1 to 5 pm, 
with coffee, cake and a slide show. 
Everyone is welcome.

“We are considered to have 
the best little archives in the West 
Kootenay. Most small towns are 
lucky to have one book printed, 
but we have seven. We had hired a 
young person to update our records 
to computer, do our books etc. Now 
we will have to let her go. 

“We were really accomplishing 
big things.”
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THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
THANK YOU! 

The Slocan Lake Garden Society 
and the Slocan Lake Gallery 
Society wish to thank all in the 
community who attended and 
helped to make the Kohan 20th 
Anniversary/ Arts in the Garden 
a memorable event for so many. 
We greatly appreciate the effort of 
the performers, artists, sponsors, 
and those who donated food, 
loaned canopies and provided the 
delicious Japanese dinner. To all 
who volunteered time for grounds 
preparation, publicity, technical 
support and cleanup, we could not 
have done it without you! 
We also wish to acknowledge our arts funder, 
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance.

COMMUNITY

Advertising 
doesn’t cost. 

It Pays!

Reduced to sell! $269,000

by Jan McMurray
The community continues to rally 

support for Bryan Bell and his family 
after the August 20 car accident that 
landed Bell and his girlfriend, Tawny 
Markiewicz, in hospital in Kelowna 
with serious injuries.

Three Lions Pub in Nakusp is 
hosting a fundraiser on September 
18 at 9 pm with reggae band Bryan 
Rosen and the Whatnow. There will 
be a 50/50 draw, and donations will 
be accepted.

“The community has been 
fantastic,” said Bryan’s mother, 
Tammara Grandbois. Tammara and 
her husband, Scott, own Crystal Clean 
Windows Plus! in Nakusp and have 

Nakusp pulls together for Bryan Bell and family
had to take a month out of their lives 
because of the accident. “We’d like to 
thank all the emergency responders, 
Ron Vinkle [who found the couple], 
the truckload of loggers that stopped 
to help, and everyone else who was 
involved.”

Bryan (21 years old) and Tawny 
(18) are still in hospital in Kelowna, 
but are recovering. Bryan broke every 
bone in his face and shattered both 
ankles. He had to be put in an induced 
coma and have his face reconstructed. 
Tawny broke her pelvis, femur, 
and some ribs, and damaged some 
vertebrae. Both suffered lacerations.

Bryan’s birthday was Labour 
Day, and Tammara told us they were 

going to have a ‘celebration of life’ in 
Bryan’s hospital room.

On August 20, Bryan and Tawny 
were heading back to Nakusp from 
Kelowna. Bryan had worked a full day 
on a roofing job, then had driven to 
Kelowna to pick up Tawny and bring 
her to Nakusp.

“Tawny was asleep and Bryan 
was very tired. He fell asleep for half 
a second, and veered into the ditch and 
struck a culvert,” recounts Tammara, 
Bryan’s mother. The crash happened 
about eight kilometers north of Burton.

She says the car was sandwiched in 
the culvert – some of their belongings, 
including shoes and the stereo, were 
found in the culvert afterwards. The 

passenger seat was thrown into the 
back of the car. The couple was 
trapped.

Tammara says the accident 
happened at 1 am, and it wasn’t until 4 
am that a fisherman named Ron Vinkle 
discovered them and flagged down a 
truck full of loggers to help. At 5 am, 
emergency vehicles were on the scene.

Tammara is outraged that chip 
truck drivers passing by the wreckage 
between 1 and 4 am did not stop or 
radio for help. “Tawny says they 
would pound on the car windows and 
scream and yell every time a truck 
went by,” says Tammara. “They were 
bleeding – there was so much blood 
loss – and they were freezing.” She 

says Vinkle told them that three chip 
trucks passed him in 20 minutes while 
he was trying to flag them down, and 
one driver actually slowed right down 
but then took off.

Tammara’s husband, Scott, has 
since called DCT Chambers. “I 
phoned and talked to the Operations 
Manager,” he reported. “If my phone 
call at least saves someone else’s life 
– that’s the best I can hope for right 
now. What’s done is done now, but 
this cannot happen again.”

An account has been set up at the 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union in 
Nakusp (#1245257 Maximizer) for 
donations from the community to help 
with the family’s expenses.

by Jan McMurray
The Province has cut all funding to 

reading centres for this year.

Liberal government cuts funding to reading centres across British Columbia
The New Denver Reading Centre 

was informed on August 21 that it would 
not be receiving its annual operating 

grant of $2,042 from the provincial 
government.

The cut has forced New Denver 
Reading Centre volunteers to make 
some changes at the centre for 2010. In 
a notice to members, three changes are 
outlined: overdue fines will double to 20 
cents per day; there will be a mandatory 
fee to use the facility; and interlibrary 
loans will cost $1 per book.

Noting that the volunteers will 
investigate ways to minimize the 
changes, the notice says, “We don’t 
want to make these changes but we must 
in order to survive.”

On August 20, the government 
announced a 22% cut to libraries for 

2009-10.
The letter to the New Denver 

Reading Centre from the Ministry states, 
“Available funding for the public library 
sector is constrained for this fiscal year, 
totaling $13.7 million. I regret to inform 
you that payment of the Reading Centre 
Operating Grants has not been approved.

“With the funding available to 
public libraries, we will endeavour to 
address the greatest need and preserve 
vital infrastructure.”

To voice your opinion about the 
loss of funding to reading centres 
and libraries, write to: Jacqueline van 
Dyk, Director, Public Library Services 
Branch, PO Box 9831 Stn Prov Govt, 
Victoria, BC  V8W 9T1.submitted

The Nelson Library will continue 
to come out to the valley this fall.

Every Thursday evening from 
6:30 to 8:30, beginning on September 
17 and continuing until December 3, 
the Winlaw School will be open 
to all community members who 
would like to borrow books, audio 
books and DVDs. With a library 
membership, audio books may also 
be downloaded using the school’s 
high-speed internet. Materials may 
be pre-ordered online or by phone; 
they may also be returned without 
having to make a trip to town by 
dropping them off during the library 

Nelson Library service returns to Winlaw 
evenings.  

This fall there will be a mix 
of theme nights and instructional 
sessions beginning with the 
September 17 Welcome Back! night. 
There are lots of things to browse 
through and a librarian will be on 
hand to help with learning how to 
use the online catalogue, inter-library 
loans and reserves. Adult cards are 
$23 for six months, $45 per year.

The library outreach is a co-
operative effort of the Nelson 
Municipal Library, School District 
8 and Columbia Basin Alliance for 
Literacy. Call 226-7217 for more 
information. 

submitted
Dr. Miranda Hughes from New 

Denver has been honoured with 
the prestigious Dr. Jeffrey Dolph 
Memorial Award for her work as an 
Options for Sexual Health physician.

Hughes works at the Nakusp 
Options for Sexual Health clinic 
once per month. Options for Sexual 
Health was formerly called Planned 
Parenthood.

Dr. Jeffery Dolph was a Planned 
Parenthood clinic physician and 
board member. He died in 1995 
during an air evacuation of a 
labouring woman from the Queen 
Charlotte Islands. Dr. Dolph was 
exceptionally compassionate and 
ensured that those with whom he 
worked felt respected and valued. 

Dr. Miranda Hughes wins award
This memorial award is presented to 
Dr. Miranda Hughes in recognition 
of these qualities in her Options for 
Sexual Health work.

The award is given out once per 
year to one Options for Sexual Health 
physician through the provincial 
organization’s board of directors. 

“The local Options for Sexual 
Health staff in Nakusp would like to 
extend their sincerest congratulations 
to Dr. Hughes for receiving this 
prestigious award and for epitomizing 
the gold standard we aspire to,” said 
Linda Nero, Public Health Nurse. 

Options for Sexual Health clinics 
are offered every second and fourth 
Monday of the month from 7 to 9 
pm at the Kinsmen Health Centre 
in Nakusp.

submitted
New Denver resident Jonathan 

White needs a reliable wheelchair-
accessible vehicle, so the Jonathan White 
Society is putting on a fundraiser on 
September 19 at the Silverton Park near 
the bocce pit. This all-day event (9 am to 
5 pm) will include a bocce tournament, 
fishing derby, silent auction, live music, 
food booth, beverage garden, and 
clowning and face painting for the kids.

Jonathan has Muscular Dystrophy 
and is wheelchair bound. The society 
has raised $26,400 towards the $45,000 
needed to purchase the used van that 
is suitable for him. There is less than 
$19,000 to go! 

Any individual or business that 
would like to donate to the silent auction, 
or make a monetary donation, can call 
Valerie at 358-7112. There is also an 

Fun family fundraiser for Jon White
account at the KSCU in New Denver 
(#1214873).

Volunteers are needed for the 
September 19 event. Anyone interested 
in helping can call Anita at 358-7700 or 
7798. For information about the bocce 
tournament, call Barb at 358-2266. 
For fishing derby details, call Doug at 
358-2445.



   The Valley Voice   September 9, 20098 KASLO & DISTRICT

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
A safe, confidential place for sharing, activities and having fun!

Do you experience ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, MOOD SWINGS 
OR SEASONAL AFFECTED SPECTRUM DISORDER? 

If you would like to spend time with others that share your 
concerns you will enjoy this new program.  Enjoy outings, 
cooking, speakers, and activities in this participant designed 
weekly program guided by a facilitator.

For more information, date and 
location please call Jenny at 
250-353-7691 ext.302 and 
leave a confidential voicemail 
or e-mail connections@nklcss.org

Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Fresh BC fruits & vegetables
Awesome selection of BC Hot Peppers
• Taking orders for canning peaches, tomatoes, cucumbers & more

We stock jars, lids, pectin, bulk spices, salts, sugars, sweeteners...

Air Conditioned

submitted
Actors and wannabe improv 

artists are invited to join Lynn 
van Deursen for Play in a Day 

High drama at the Kaslo Saturday Market 
on Saturday, September 12 from 
noon until 2 pm. This is an instant 
gratification event that will take a 
mere two hours of your time and 
culminate in a performance of your 
play just as the market closes for 
the season. 

Gather at the Art in the Market 
tent at noon to collect your props and 
improv assignments and be ready to 
perform at 2 pm. You can suggest 
your own theme and bring your 
own props, or you can rely on van 
Deursen to be the catalyst. She will 
be happy to know in advance that 
you’re coming – vanfam@telus.net 
– or just show up on the day. 

by Tracy Thompson
Earlier this month, emergency 

crews responded to a smoke and 
fire warning report from Kaslo’s 
community health centre. The report 
came in when the power went out, 
caused by a power surge from the 
Shutty Bench electric transformer 
station. 

At approximately 6 pm, it is 
believed that a lightning strike on 
the Shutty arm of the power grid 
resulted in a thrown fuse, stopping 
all power flow to the area. At the 
Mohawk station, Kaslo kids were 
slightly disappointed when ice cream 
and slushie machines were no longer 
able to provide relief from the hot 
weather. Next door, however, at the 
Kaslo Fire Department, fire crews 
and first responders were preparing 
for the worst as a call came through 

Transformer failure wreaks havok in Kaslo’s health centre
their 911 linked radios that there was 
an emergency at the town’s health 
centre. Tracey Tait was one of the first 
volunteers to arrive, and once suited 
up with his team, drove the town’s #1 
fire engine to the health centre. 

“It was an adrenaline rush to 
know where the call was coming 
from, and that we had to get there 
as quickly as possible and possibly 
evacuate the elderly and sick. All 
we knew at this point is that there 
was smoke, and we all know smoke 

means fire!” Tait reports. 
Once the fire crew arrived on 

the scene, smoke was indeed seen 
billowing from the maintenance area 
of the health centre, which is located 
directly beneath the emergency 
ward. As emergency crews prepared 
to mask up and enter the area, 
hospital personnel and patients were 
evacuating and assembling on the 
outer grounds. 

The smoke was coming from 
the health centre’s backup generator, 

which came on when the power went 
out. It is not known what caused 
the generator to smoke, but the fire 
crews were able to quickly assess the 
situation, and determined that large 
fans and airing of the area would be 
sufficient to allow for the return of 
normal hospital operations. 

In under 15 minutes, two full 
emergency crews were on the scene, 
even in the vacation season. Only a 
half hour later, safety was returned, 
along with the power, as BC Hydro 

crews attended to the thrown fuse and 
brought the lights back on in Kaslo. 

In the event that the generator 
would have been needed to keep 
the hospital powered for longer, 
the smoke would not have affected 
safety. Tait is confident that the town 
of Kaslo is in good hands. “It was a 
good call to attend, and good practice. 
The crew would have been able to 
evacuate and attend to first response 
needs of patients; we all have been 
trained for exactly this.” 

submitted
The Kaslo and Area D Affordable 

Housing Project will be sending an 
anonymous housing needs survey to 
every household in the area within the 
first two weeks of September. 

The survey, which should be 
returned by September 25, is a very 
important step in finding out who 
will require housing in the North 
Kootenay Lake area and what kind of 
housing they will require now and in 
the future. Please take a few minutes 
to fill in the survey and return it. If you 
do not receive a survey by September 
15, please call 250-353-7691, ext 205.

Why focus on affordable housing 
for Kaslo and Area D? Did you know 
that according to 2006 statistics, 30% 
of the households in Kaslo pay over 
30% of their income on housing? 
This is higher than other communities 
in the Columbia Basin including 
Nelson/Salmo, Creston, Castlegar 
and the Slocan Valley, as determined 
by George Penfold, Selkirk College’s 
Regional Innovation Chair. It is also 
slightly higher than the provincial 

Affordable housing survey for Kaslo & Area D coming in the mail
average.

According to  economists , 
households paying over 30% of 
their income on shelter will struggle 
to provide other necessities such as 
food, clothing, insurance, and major 
purchases such as automobiles and 
appliances. In Kaslo, single people 
living on their own and couples with 
children are the most affected.

One third of the people paying over 
30% of their income on housing are 
renters and the rest are homeowners.

The reasons and possible solutions 
to this situation are many and will 
be discussed at a housing forum in 
Kaslo on Tuesday, October 20, at the 
Kaslo Family Centre, 400 Front Street, 
where the results of the survey will be 
shared and there will be presentations 
by Penfold and Romella S. Glorioso, 
Associate Director of the International 
Amenity Migration Centre. Tim 
Wake, former manager of the Whistler 
Housing Authority and now a housing 
consultant, will lead the discussion on 

housing in Kaslo and Area D.
A planning meeting for the forum 

will take place September 10, 6.30 pm 
at the Kaslo Family Centre. Anyone 
interested is invited to attend.

This project is co-ordinated by 
North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services Society and funded by 
Affordability and Choice Today 
(ACT), Columbia Basin Trust 
Community Initiatives Area D and 
Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Development Small Grants Program.

submitted
On Wednesday, August 26 a new 

piece of public art was installed in the 
park beside the hotel, thanks to the 
efforts of the Spirit Square Committee 
and the Village of Kaslo.

For the last two years, a small 
group of interested citizens has been 
working with the Village and the 
provincial government to access 
funding to turn the old bowling green 
into a public park. The goal was to 
have benches, picnic tables, pathways, 
gardens, a small performance space, 
public washrooms and maybe even 
a fountain.

Although the government funding 
has dried up, the desire to see the 
park take shape hasn’t. The Logger’s 
Prayer Wheel, made by Nakusp metal 
artist Kate Tupper, was purchased by 
a few local residents when it was on 
display at the Langham last month. 
They bought it so that it could find a 

home in Kaslo, preferably in a public 
place for all to enjoy. The title alone 
seemed to speak to them about Kaslo’s 
heritage and main industry. The 
Spirit Square Committee and Village 
council thought it was a good idea too.

Soon there will be some picnic 
tables and benches added at the 
square, and hopefully by next year 
there will also be a public washroom.

Financial contributions towards 
more park improvements are welcome 
– please contact the Village office or 
Lynn at vanfam@telus.net.

Public art in downtown Kaslo

The logger’s prayer Wheel is a recent 
public art installation for the Village of kaslo.

submitted
Summertime is play time for the 

children in Shutty Bench, just north of 
Kaslo. The Kootenay Lodge and Farm 
players have been delving deep into their 
imaginations to create their theatrical 
production for the year.

This family-based theatre company, 
with members aged 3 to 44, makes 
stories come to life on the farm. This is 
their fourth year putting on productions. 
They started out in 2006 with The Three 
Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig that 
had everyone laughing and interacting 
with the characters as they roamed 
around the farm, following the three 
little wolves from house to house. Last 
year’s lip-synched musical production 
of Mozart’s The Magic Flute utilized 
the newly constructed stage in the field.

Producer Janet Pearson has a lifetime 
of theatre experience, and a degree from 
Simon Fraser University. Having a stage 
in her field and enough people living on 
the farm to cast productions has been a 
dream come true for her. “I never really 
saw myself working with children,” 
she says, “but witnessing what their 
imaginations were able to create this 
year, with only minimal guidance from 
me, has been awe-inspiring.”

Children of the Rainbow comes to Kaslo
The Kootenay Lodge and Farm 

Players consist of Pearson, partner 
David Hutter and their three daughters 
Oceanna, Indigo and Xandra. They are 
joined by the Knoll family, consisting 
of Kellie, Lana, Hawa, Ona, Rasa and 
Soloman. This years’s production is 
Children of the Rainbow: A Magical 
Journey of Friendship. Inspired by old 
stories of heroic journeys, each child was 
able to say what character they wanted to 
be, and the story was created around the 

characters. Although it does utilize the 
stage for the main musical dance number, 
the story will lead the audience around 
the farm, utilizing the natural scenery and 
buildings to set the stage. 

Children of the Rainbow will be 
performed from Friday, September 18 
to Sunday, September 20 at 4 pm each 
day. Kootenay Lodge and Farm is on 
Highway 31, just seven minutes north 
of Kaslo in Shutty Bench. Admission is 
$3/person or $10/family. 
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THE SLOCAN VALLEY
COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION

is accepting résumés for

CASHIERS
AGED 19 OR OVER

& STOCK CLERKS
AGED 15 OR OVER

Must be available 
for shift work

Staff receive a 10% 
discount on most items, 

and benefits after 3 months

Please drop your 
résumé off at the Co-op.

If you need

FURNACE &/or
STOVE OIL

you can order from us!
Genelle Petroleum

is now a branch of the 
Slocan Valley Co-op

To order, call
250-693-2313

(Genelle)

250-226-7433
(Slocan Park)

& Coffeebar
Open for

Garlic Fest!
8 am – 4 pm

513-6th Ave, New Denver

NOTICE

The Village of New Denver Municipal Office will be closed on 
September 14-15, 2009, in order for staff to move the office to 
the Fire Department Meeting Hall in preparation for upcoming 
renovations.  

Residents are advised that, beginning September 16, until 
further notice, regular municipal business will be conducted 
from the Fire Department Meeting Hall, located at the rear of 
the building, with access from Bellevue Street.

Beginning September 22nd, Council Meetings will be held in 
the Knox Hall, 521 6th Avenue, New Denver, B.C., at 7:00 
p.m. on the second and fourth Tuesday of every month, until 
further notice.  

VV: Where are you from and how 
long have you been in Canada?

NM: We have been in Canada 
three years moving from Oxenhope, 
a small Yorkshire village in England 
complete with dry stone walls, sheep 
farms, old woolen mills and a steam 
train station. I was brought up in south 
London, England but since university 
days have lived in several British 
cities. In August 2006 we emigrated 
to Canada arriving in rainy Halifax, 
then traveled across the country by 
train to Prince Rupert (where it also 
rained on our arrival). This journey 
gave us just a small sense of what 
makes Canada tick, showed us some 
of its majestic scenery and was a great 
way to immerse ourselves into our 
new country.

VV: Where were you living just 
before coming to New Denver, and 
what was your job there?

NM: I was the principal of Fort 
Rupert Elementary School in School 
District 85, living in Port Hardy on 
Vancouver Island.

VV: Please give us a brief history of 
your teaching/school administration 
experience.

NM: I started teaching in South 
Wales as a geography and history 
teacher in a secondary school of 1,600 
students. Since then I have taught in 
England, Hungary, Spain and Canada 
over the last 16 years in public and 
independent schools both at secondary 
and elementary levels. I completed 
my MBA in 2002 and in 2007 was 
appointed to a vice-principal position 
in SD 85.

An interview with new Lucerne principal, Natasha Miles
VV: Why did you apply for the job 

in New Denver?
NM: We travelled through the 

Slocan Valley in March this year and 
loved the Kootenay region under snow. 
When we lived in Oxenhope, England, 
I taught in the village school and loved 
the experience of working and living in 
a village so when I saw the posting for 
principal at Lucerne School it seemed 
as if the time was right to move on from 
Port Hardy.

VV: What do you like about 
Lucerne?

NM: I have met some of the 
teachers and students already and have 
been made to feel very welcome – 
thank you. K-12 schools are wonderful 
places to be a part of; this will be my 
third such school. When you enter 
Lucerne School and look at the old 
school photos and the grad photos you 
absorb the pride the school’s staff and 
community must have when they watch 
a Grade 12 student graduate. They have 

been involved in the continual social 
and academic growth of that student 
from child to adult; it is a privilege to 
have had that role and it is right to be 
proud of it too.

VV: What do you like about small 
schools?

NM: Teachers knowing all the 
students, not just those that they have 
immediate responsibility for; students 
knowing each other however young 
or old they are; the inherent way older 
students look out for the younger 
students; the awe in which younger 
students hold older students; the 
involvement parents have in the whole 
school and the ease of access they have 
to teachers; the sense of ownership and 
pride the community has of a small 
school. 

VV: Are you happy to be in a small 
school district?

NM: Yes! A small school district 
tends to have greater collaboration 
between all its staff. It’s more 

personable and there is a greater sense of 
ownership of developments, initiatives 
and change than in some of the large 
districts in which a superintendent has 
170 or more principals to get to know, 
let alone teachers.

VV: Please give us a brief 
introduction to your husband, Tim. 
Where is he from and does he like 
New Denver?

NM: Tim is also English, born in 
Cambridge and supports Arsenal FC. 
I think he wishes he had been born in 
Norway so he is really looking forward 
to having snow on our doorstep and 
getting his backcountry skis on. He is 
an environmentalist, educator and loves 
outdoor pursuits. He has already given 
New Denver 10/10 as a place to live.

VV: Do you think you’ll stay over 
the long term?

NM: That is our intention but of 
course you never know what the future 
will bring. Based on the last fortnight, 

during which we have explored 
Whitewater Canyon, Carpenter Creek, 
Slocan Lake and Idaho Peak, there 
seems a lifetime of adventure ahead…
and of course some hard work too!

Natasha Miles is the new principal at lucerne School in New denver.

submitted
In an effort to identify how 

local organizations and individuals 
can develop affordable housing, 
the Slocan Valley Seniors Housing 
Society is launching the Slocan 
Valley Housing Opportunities 
Measurement Evaluation (SV 
HOME) initiative. It will be carried 
out over the next three to four months 
and will focus on the area from 
the Village of Slocan to Playmor 
Junction, which is the catchment area 
for the society. 

In an effort to better understand 
the nature of housing needs, as well 
as opportunities, the initiative will 
carry out four main tasks: 

Affordable housing initiative for south Slocan Valley
• Provide a profile and analysis 

of housing needs including such 
household characteristics as age, 
number of children, and income.

• Gather an inventory of sites 
and structures that could be used for 
affordable housing. This will include 
development of criteria to assess 
which types of sites will best meet 
the needs of seniors and others.

• Develop a set of options 
and scenarios for development of 
affordable housing given the types 
of resources and constraints present 
at this time. Opportunities will 
be identified that can be acted on 
by local government, community 
organizations or private individuals. 

• Identify and co-ordinate with 
other affordable housing efforts 
within the region.

While the project will focus 
on seniors, efforts will be made to 
include other groups, an approach 
that promotes a healthy and integrated 
community, rather than insular 
clusters of households of similar age 
or economic circumstance.

The Housing Society welcomes 
community  input .  The f i rs t 
opportunity will be at the society’s 

Annual General Meeting September 
22, 7 pm at Passmore Lodge, 3650 
Old Passmore Road. Prior to the 
formal part of the meeting, there will 
be a presentation on housing needs. 
The project’s consultant, Derek 
Murphy, will also lead a discussion 
on which criteria should be used to 
assess sites. A second opportunity 
will be provided in early November 
at a workshop on opportunities and 
scenarios for developing affordable 
housing.

Residents and organizations 
are invited to contact Derek 
Murphy at 226-7182 to obtain more 
information or to provide opinions 
and information. 

Art from found 
objects at HGG
submitted

Sculptural artist Kirk Hampson’s 
circulating exhibit, Cultivation of a 
Misty Wind, comes to the Hidden Garden 
Gallery in New Denver September 9 
to 14. 

The display is crafted mostly from 
found metal and other objects, focusing 
on the fast pace of life and its accelerated 
times, finding a pathway to simplicity 
and what the old times had offered, and 
then centring out on a limitless future. 
The exhibit lends the viewer a chance 
for escape to such a place. The opening 
for Cultivation of a Misty Wind will be 
held on the evening of September 10 
from 7 – 9 pm. Sponsored by CKCA, 
the exhibit has been touring much of 
the summer. After the New Denver 
show, it will be on permanent display on 
Salt Spring Island. More information is 
available on Hampson’s web site, www.
kirkhampson.ca
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W e d d i n g  D r e s s e s  & 
Prom Dresses, Mother of 
the Bride & Bridesmaid 

Dresses, Cocktail Dresses, 
Custom Design & Accessories

1B-1801 Columbia Ave (above CIBC), 
Castlegar 250-304-1901,
info@kissthekootenaybride.ca 
www.kissthekootenaybride.ca

“Kiss The Bride is co-sponsoring Kootenay Wedding Connections 
- Sunday October 4, 2009 at the Castlegar Community Complex.

Vendors Needed! For more info please contact: Nelson area: 
Marni @ 250-505-2454, Castlegar area: 250-304-1901 or Trail & 

other areas: Cecilia @ 250-687-1330.”

Retallack’s restaurant boasts a large vibrant, open 
air dining room and patio which overlooks the Kaslo 
River. We implore you to join Chef Yves Robattaile 
and enjoy one of his many 
delectable creations.

Located in between Kaslo 
and New Denver on 
Highway 31A.

SUMMER CELEBRATIONS

by Jan McMurray
The 28th annual Rosebery Regatta 

was a very wet affair, but very well 
attended. The regatta attracted several 
local dignitaries this year, as well as 
people from as far away as Italy.

The event got underway at 11 am 
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony to 
celebrate the official grand opening 
of Rosebery Parklands Regional 
Park. The parklands property has been 
transferred to the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay (RDCK), and a 
new RDCK commission has been set 

Alison Gale named Commodore at Rosebery Regatta
up to manage the parklands as well 
as the Galena Trail from Rosebery to 
Three Forks.

This year ’s commodore is 
Alison Gale, with her boat ‘HRM 
Myles of Smiles,’ with genuine 
hemp rigging. She created the boat 
at the boat-building workshop held 
September 5 at the Silverton Gallery 
with highly experienced shipmasters 
Howard Bearham, Michael Dorsey 
and Richard Johnson. “Clearly, the 
workshop was an advantage,” she 
said.

Indeed, the boat that came in 
second place in the final race was 
also created at the workshop by 
longtime regatta competitor and 
former commodore, Judy Maltz. 
Richard Johnson, with his boat made 
from an old guitar, ‘Tuned Rigging,’ 
came third. ‘Tuned Rigging’ also won 
the ‘Most Creative’ prize.

The ‘Viking Prize’ (most 
unlawful) went to Judy’s boat, 
because it attacked Alison’s boat in 
the final race. Luckily, Alison’s boat 
broke free and handily made it to 
shore, with Judy’s boat in hot pursuit.

Three prizes went to different 
members of the Barker family. Donna 

won ‘Most Organic’ with her boat, 
made of an apple, leaves and sticks. 
Maya won ‘Cutest Boat’ and Ezra 
won ‘Most Recycled’ with his egg 
carton creation.

‘Most Poetic’ went to Davide 
Gozzini of Italy for his boat, 
‘Rosebery’s Baby.’ Gozzini attended 
the regatta for the first time last year, 
and has never looked back. Rosebery 
on Labour Day is now his annual 
vacation destination.

The Commodore’s Cup race was 
in fact won by Alison’s ‘HRM Myles 
of Smiles’ but due to a technicality, 
was awarded to John Herrmann. A 
little slow on the uptake, judges Dan 

Nicholson, Hank Hastings and Ben 
Hagen pointed out AFTER the race 
that the Commodore’s Cup race is 
only for former commodores – the 
current commodore is excluded.

This was the second year of 
the Commodore’s Cup race, and 
Herrmann won it both times with 
his boat, ‘H20 – Sailing on Water 
for Water,’ constructed in 1984. In 
1985, the boat earned Herrmann the 
Commodore’s title.

Yes, folks, the Rosebery Regatta 
is rich in history, and is gaining an 
international reputation as a cultural 
mecca. It is truly the highlight of the 
social season in the Silvery Slocan.

by Jan McMurray
A new subdivision is going in just 

north of Passmore.
Anyone driving by on Hwy 6 will 

notice the road that is being built to access 
the subdivision. On the opposite side of 
the highway, the embankment is being 
removed. Jeff Knight, spokesperson for 
the Ministry of Transportation, explained 
that this was being done in order to meet 
the sight distance requirements – to 
improve visibility for drivers turning 
onto the highway from the access road.

Area H Director Walter Popoff 

New subdivision to front Slocan River
reported that the subdivision will create 
five lots fronting the Slocan River, 
ranging in size from 0.43 hectares to 2.05 
hectares. He said the lots will conform 
to the 30-metre setback from the natural 
boundary of the river, and added that the 
RDCK has asked for dedicated access 
through the subdivision to Slocan River 
and the rail trail. The access road will be 
about 75 metres long, and will include a 
cul de sac, according to Knight.

Popoff said that Blewett Acres 
Ltd. was the proponent, and Pennco 
Engineering was involved. 

The official grand opening of the Rosebery parklands Regional park was attended by local dignitaries Gary Wright (Rdck 
chair), Walter popoff (area H director), jeff bustard (commission chair), leah Main (Rosebery parklands development 
Society chair) and ava Wright (commodore 2008) and many other local and international competitors and spectators.

ava Wright, last year’s commodore, passes on the official jacket, trophy and 
bottle of rum to this year’s winner, alison Gale, at the Rosebery Regatta.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

COMMUNITY

Excavating and Dump Truck Services

Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring Arts 
& Crafts

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

NEW FALL 
HOURS

Fri, Sat, Sun

McCrory Electric Ltd.
623- 4 MILE CREEK ROAD, SILVERTON

phone 250-358-2576
cell 250-919-2900
e-mail mccroryelectric@gmail.com

Volleyball 
fundraiser
submitted

Come out and support the Lucerne 
School girls volleyball team at a 
barbecue and volleyball tournament 
at Centennial Park on September 12, 
starting at 11:30 am. 

Community teams will be playing 
in the volleyball tournament – to sign 
up a mixed team of four, call Tisha 
(250-358-7966), Michelle (250-358-
2605) or Sadye (250-358-2266). 
Registration costs $20. There will be 
cash prizes; prize amounts depend on 
the number of registrations.

The Lucerne girls volleyball team 
has already raised $200 towards the 
cost of travel to their games this year at 
a car wash held at the school on August 
28. The girls’ coaches are Scott Rookes 
and Susan Yurychuk.

submitted
The International Selkirk Loop 

(ISL) has just launched its new, fully 
redesigned web site, with improved 
functionality for both travellers 
and member businesses, at www.
selkirkloop.org. 

“Our member businesses will obtain 
more exposure and greater benefits 
through the added features of this 

International Selkirk Loop launches new website
dynamic new site,” says Carol Graham, 
the ISL’s executive director. “Travellers 
will also find the new site much easier 
to use and more informative with 
additional information now available 
throughout the site.”

Some of the overall new features 
include: complete redesign, new 
structure, new photos; improved search 
engine optimization; dynamically 
generated pages; latest news and popular 
pages feature on home page; new 
menu and layout; a site search feature; 
a new calendar of events organized by 
type of event and date; a new section 

highlighting several categories of 
activities around the Loop.

New features  for  member 
businesses include Google earth map 
of member business location; unlimited 
description of member business 
attributes; new searchable database; new 
web advertising opportunities; visitor 
inquiry direct to member businesses for 
more information.

submitted
Do you have your pleasure craft 

operator card yet? Federal law requires 
all operators of powered recreational 
boats to obtain a card by September 15. 
Boaters caught without one after that 
date will be subject to a fine of $250.

Deadline for recreational boaters is next week
The card is available from a 

number of boating education providers 
accredited by Transport Canada. A full 
list is available on the website at www.
tc.gc.ca/marine/menu.htm; follow the 
links to ‘obtaining a card” and then 
to the providers database. Many offer 

online study courses and exams.
Boate r s  mus t  comple te  a 

36-question written exam in order to 
obtain the card. A minimum passing 
grade of 75% is required. Topics on the 
exam include navigation rules, marker 
buoys, required safety equipment 

and emergency preparedness. Once 
obtained, the card is good for life.

The law applies to all recreational 

boaters who operate powered vessels. 
There are no exemptions for age or 
length of boat.

Susan pond (middle) won the eric Renk ‘Headwaters’ print in the raffle put on by New denver’s christmas Sharing. 
carol pengelly and Sharon broughton presented Susan with her prize on September 4. The raffle raised about $800.
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Quiet and convenient 
downtown location with a 

view of  Arrow Lake
Office
Prima Materia
318 Broadway
Nakusp, BC
Phone: (250) 265-3288
Email: casamandala@gmail.com
Website: www.casamandala.ca

Remember the Nakusp & District Fall Faire 
is September 12th, 9:30 to 3:30, at the 
Auditorium. Kids get your Zucchini Racers 
ready! Note: entries for the TRASHION 
SHOW need be registered but not displayed 
on Friday between 3:00 & 6:00 pm, when all 
other Fall Faire entries are registered.

SEE YOU THERE!

Texas Hold’em
Saturday, October 3
starts promptly @ 7 pm
Buy-in - $100-Chip value is $3000
1st prize-$1000, 2nd prize-$500, 3rd prize-$200, 
4th, 5th & 6th prize-$100-please arrive before 7 PM
Call Pat@ 250-265-9985 or Coleen @ 250-265-3033 

for more information

by Art Joyce
• In response to an unscheduled 

delegation of hockey parents who 
showed up in council chambers, 
Mayor Hamling proposed a motion 
to allow them to speak and council 
agreed. Although no spokesperson 
was appointed, several expressed 
concerns with delays on installing the 
arena’s new ice plant. Deadlines for 
tournament schedules for the Minor 
Hockey Association are looming, and 
if not met could mean the cancellation 
of an entire season. Mayor Hamling 
pointed out that to install a temporary 
ice plant to fill the gap until the 
permanent system is installed would 
cost $50,000 and there is no money 
for this in the Village budget. The 
delegation admitted that only about 
$20,000 in direct fees is generated by 
hockey each season, but spoke of the 
economic benefits that would be lost 
to Nakusp businesses if the season 
were cancelled. Mayor Hamling was 
sympathetic but pragmatic. “The issue 
becomes where do we find $50,000?” 
She explained that because the RDCK 
covers about 46% of operating costs 
through taxes, council can’t make a 
decision without the input of Area K 
Director Paul Peterson. The mayor 
was asked if some of the grant money 
being used to upgrade the arena could 
be used; she said no, it’s all accounted 
for. “Our concern is if you take a year 
off, it’s hard to come back,” said one 
parent. “It took ten years to come 
back in the case of slo-pitch.” “Then 
you have to help us find $50,000,” 
answered Mayor Hamling. “Are 
you prepared to pay higher rates?” 
One parent explained that with just 
a 15% increase in costs last year 
Minor Hockey lost over $10,000, so 
further increases would be difficult to 
bear. “If we as taxpayers are going to 
subsidize the loss of the hot springs,” 
asked another, “then can’t we take 
that money to subsidize hockey?” 
Councillor Mueller advised arranging 
a meeting with Peterson ASAP. The 
question was asked whether the 
contractor could be fined for being 
behind schedule on arena work. 
Mayor Hamling said no such fines 
are stipulated in the contract, and 
that repairs are behind schedule due 
to unavoidable delays at the factory.  

•  C A O  B o b  L a f l e u r  i s 
investigating an agreement with 
Canyon Developments for right of 
ways to allow Village water line 
upgrades across their property in 
exchange for land. 

• The grant status update was 
positive across the board except for 
the ongoing lack of response from 
Western Diversification regarding 
the new firehall funding application. 
“We know the application was put 
forward by their staff for approval but 
they don’t make the final decisions,” 
said Lafleur. 

• The hot springs rate increases 
were approved but Administrator 
Lafleur recommended that the 
business plan be referred to a 
Committee of the Whole meeting 
to address recommendations from 
the July 21 in camera meeting. A 
stakeholder meeting is required ASAP 
to determine winter hours for the hot 
springs.

• The Village is working with 
Paul Peterson and ILMB to establish 
a regional industrial park just east 

Nakusp council, August 25: Minor Hockey delegation worried about season cancellation
of Box Lake. Administration is 
hoping to get land easements from 
government, pending the outcome of 
consultations with stakeholders such 
as First Nations; ILMB Cranbrook is 
handling this.  

• The Village has received 
two grants as part of the Smart 
Communities initiative – one designed 
to make the community age-friendly 
and the other for a heritage building 
registry; both projects have been 
initiated.

• Council voted to set Community 
Pride Week for the first week of May 
annually.

• The first two readings of Bylaw 
614-5, 2009, clarifying permitted uses 

of garden and carriage house suites, 
were passed. The first three readings 
for Bylaw 586-1, 2009, to amend cost 
charged for Village pins, were passed.

• Council voted unanimously 
to continue participation in RDCK 
Deve lopment  Se rv ices .  The 
Administrator advised the mayor that 
the Village gains many worthwhile 
services such as mapping and planning 
services for a nominal cost, and lacks 
the staff to perform these functions. 

• A request for a letter of support 
for the BC Recreation and Parks 
Association seeking recreation 
infrastructure renewal was granted.

• E. Lee and Associates Consulting 
Ltd. was granted permission to install 

a magnetic counter for ferry traffic on 
the Arrow Lakes. 

•  A n  I n t e r i o r  H e a l t h 
recommendation for a no smoking 
policy for all public beaches and parks 
was discussed. Councillor Mueller 
said in one afternoon she counted 
eight cigarette butts in one spot 
and urged acceptance of the policy. 
Councillor Hughes agreed it’s a useful 
step on the path to eliminate smoking. 

• Under new items, CAO Lafleur 
sought a motion to accept a policy 
for occupational health and safety 
for Village workers that harmonizes 
with the Worker’s Compensation 
Act; this was passed. Also, RCMP 
Corporal Barbara Vincent is leaving 

the detachment. Council voted to send 
a letter of thanks for her community 
policing work. 

• Councillor Mueller brought 
forward a motion to write a letter 
regarding the current provincial 
budget cuts to library funding. 
“Ultimately if there’s a shortfall of 
funding they’ll be coming to council 
and we don’t have that money, and I’d 
like that expressed in the letter.” The 
motion was passed.

• Councillor Hughes asked about 
the possibility of buying laptops for 
council members in order to pursue 
the goal of eliminating paper use 
for meetings. CAO Lafleur will 
investigate. 

by Jan McMurray
The Arrowtarian Villa Phase IV 

seniors housing project in Nakusp 
is nearing completion. The target 
move-in date is November 1.

Project managers Earl Frerichs 
and Gene Nagy are looking for 
volunteers to help with painting and 
landscaping.

Arrowtarian Villa Phase IV nears completion
“Construction is going very 

well,” said Frerichs. He said the 
ceilings, walls and floors should be 
finished by the end of the week. The 
elevator is scheduled to arrive around 
September 15, and will take three 
weeks to install.

“This building is ultra modern,” 
said Nagy. “There is complete 

soundproofing, an efficient heating 
system, and a sophisticated security 
system.”

The three-storey building has 14 
suites – 11 single and three double. 
All are wheelchair friendly. Common 
areas, on the second floor, include a 
dining room, kitchen, and craft room. 
There is also a wheelchair accessible 
washroom on the second floor.

The Arrowtarian Senior Citizens 
Society has done a lot of fundraising 
for the $2.1 million project (including 
land), and welcomes donations. 
“The more we raise, we’ll have the 
opportunity to reduce the mortgage 
and that will reduce the rent,” said 
Nagy. At the moment, rents for the 
suites are running from $888 per 
month to $1,290 per month, but 

there are still hopes that these can 
be reduced.

Some suites are still available. 
Contact Earl Frerichs at 265-4652 
or Gene Nagy at 265-4011 for more 
information, to volunteer or to make 
a donation.

submitted
Mark your calendars! This 

year’s Nakusp and District Fall Fair 
takes place Saturday, September 12 
from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm at the arena 
auditorium, on 8th Avenue NW in 
downtown Nakusp. (Note that the 
annual Garlic Festival takes place 
in New Denver the following day, 
so come prepared to enjoy a full 
weekend of fun and entertainment!)

A variety of special features 
will include Jail & Bail, a morning 
fundraiser for Nakusp Community 
Foundation, the kids’ zucchini races 
at noon, and an exciting new event 
at 1:30, the Trashion Show with 
wearable creations produced from 

recyclables in advance by brave 
participants who model them on 
the stage.

The  fa i r  wi l l  showcase 
competition entries of all kinds 
along with commercial, educational 
and community service, craft 
and fresh produce tables staffed 
throughout the day, plus a food 
concession offering delicious menu 
choices.

Horse and wagon rides will also 
be available for a reasonable charge.

For full details, visit www.
arrowlakesartscouncil.webs.com. 
Admission is $3, children under 
12, free. If funds are tight, come out 
anyway – we’ll hand you a broom.

Fall Fair on Saturday, September 12

Rotarian peter Gunn is among the volunteer painters working on the 
arrowtarian Villa phase iV seniors housing project in Nakusp.
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at the golf course

Sunday

BREAKFAST 
SPECIALS
served from 
7 am to 1 pm

$8.95

• Patio seating with 
a spectacular view of 

Kootenay Lake •
Restaurant open 7:00 am - 

8:00 pm 7 days a week
FULLY LICENCED – OPEN TO 

THE PUBLIC

Kaslo 
Clubhouse 
Restaurant

West Kootenay calendars are now in, 
along with our Kyber woollen fleece-
lined sweaters  - cozy, comfortable, 
and affordable.

by Jan McMurray
• Faced with a request for a late 

delegation in opposition to the removal 
of the Water Street fir tree by the 
cenotaph, council decided to refer the 
written request to the next meeting 
of council as correspondence, if the 
proponent so wishes. 

This tree is scheduled to be cut 
down with two other fir trees on Water 
Street when summer traffic subsides.

Mayor Lay said that the proposed 
delegation had no new information – 
the recently revised delegation policy 
requires that delegations bring new 
information forward. Councillors 
Leathwood and Hewat both said that 
council had been working on this for 
five months, had reviewed a lot of 
information, and had finally decided 
unanimously to have all three trees 
taken down.

Councillor Frary voted opposed to 
the motion, saying he thought council 
should hear the delegation. He pointed 
out that there was a petition with the 
request, which was new information, 
and that if the trees were cut down 
between now and the next council 

Kaslo council, August 25: Decision to cut down three fir trees will not be reconsidered
meeting, this would all be “a moot 
point.” 

However, the motion to refer the 
issue to the next meeting passed.

• The Kaslo Trailblazers wrote to 
council in support of a re-evaluation 
by a professional qualified person 
regarding the decision to cut down the 
fir tree by the cenotaph. A reply will 
be sent, thanking the society for its 
comments and informing them that tree 
removal has been under discussion for 
several months and council has made 
the decision to remove the trees.

• Councillor Frary encouraged 
people to look at the Water Street 
development plans, available at the 
Village office.

• Dwayne Grieve attended as a 
delegation to request an extension on 
temporary permission to occupy his 
property while building. He said that 
finances, as well as difficulty making 
a decision on what type of home to 
build, have kept him from applying for 
a building permit in the last two years. 

The issue was referred to the 
September 20 Municipal Services 
Committee for further discussion and 
recommendation to council.

• Council  received a very 
preliminary report from the RDCK 
outlining two options for fire protection 
for Kaslo and a portion of Area D, 
factoring in the construction of a new 
fire hall. The report was referred to 
a special meeting with Joe Chirico 
of the RDCK to discuss the RDCK 
regional park trail and fire protection. 
Council noted that the biggest issue to 
be discussed at this meeting would be 
whether or not a referendum would be 
held this fall about the fire service.

• Councillor Frary reported a 
workshop on affordable housing is 
being planned by the North Kootenay 
Lake Community Services Society for 
October 20. 

• Council voted to have the Village 

apply to the UBCM for $31,200 to help 
with planning for the Kaslo Wildfire 
Interface Focus Group as well as a 
prescription for the next phase of the 
wildfire interface project. 

• A letter from Val Koenig of the 
Kaslo Trailblazers Society reports that 
the trees from the fire interface project 
were sold for a total of $4,870, which 
has been deposited in the society’s 
account for ongoing trail work. 

• An email from Area D Director 
Shadrack, committing $2,000 to John 
Cathro’s consulting services on the 
Kaslo Interface Focus Group was 
received. 

• Council received the 2009 Dike 
Safety Audit Report from Ministry 
of Environment, and referred it to the 
Development Services Committee for 
recommendations to council. The report 
notes that the diking system is well 
maintained, and lists ten recommended 
actions to address flood threats. 

• Council passed a resolution that 
the Village of Kaslo is in favour of the 
creation of a Nelson Kootenay Lake 
Destination Marketing Organization. 
The Village will communicate this 
to the Nelson & District Chamber of 
Commerce. This resolution triggers 
the 2% additional hotel room tax 
(AHRT). Mayor Lay reported that the 
Chamber of Commerce had received 
approval from more than 70% of the 
accommodators in Kaslo and Area D 
for the AHRT.

• The Village will make application 
to the RDCK for 2009 Community 
Development funding in the amount 
of $22,893.57 for the purpose of local 
economic development. Mayor Lay 
commented that the availability of this 
funding was the result of former Mayor 
Holland’s efforts to get grant-in-lieu 
money from BC Hydro. The RDCK 
created this fund when most RDCK 
directors agreed to pool some of their 
BC Hydro grant-in-lieu money and 
share it.

Kaslo sti l l  has last  year ’s 
Community Development funds in 
the bank, as well. Spending last year’s 
and this year’s money was referred to 
the Municipal Services Committee for 
recommendation to council. Mayor 
Lay challenged councillors to think of a 
process for local economic development. 
He said he was thinking of a study that 
would identify opportunities, and then 
three projects would be chosen and 
funding sources identified. “I want to 
stress we have a pile three feet high of 
economic development studies, but very 
few indicate where to get the money to 
execute the idea.”

• Council will meet with BC Hydro 
during the Union of BC Municipalities 
conference to discuss hydro generation 
from the Duncan Dam and transmission 
power lines in Area D. 

• Council received an email from 
Bernie Penner of Kaslo Bay Estates, 
asking CAO Sawyer to hold off on 

ordering an appraisal of the road closure 
parcel adjacent to Kaslo Bay Road. He 
intends to pursue the acquisition of this 
parcel, but is busy with other property 
issues at the moment.

• A proposal regarding online 
streaming video was referred to the 
Municipal Services Committee for 
recommendation to council. 

• Correspondence from the 
Langham Cultural Centre expressing 
interest in being included in the sanitary 
sewer system was received. A response 
will go out, advising they will be 
contacted if the area expands in the 
future.

• A letter from the Interior Health 
Authority encouraging a policy of 
eliminating smoking on beaches and 
at other public recreational areas was 
referred to the Municipal Services 
Committee for possible amendment to 
Kaslo’s Smoking Regulation Bylaw. 

• Melanie Bryce will be requested 
to install snow stops the full depth of her 
building located at 504 Centre Street. 

•Leases amongst the Village of 
Kaslo, Don Scarlett and Mike Glatiolis 
will be advertised for a three-year 
term, with a lease fee of $106.67 in 
the first year, and 1% increases in each 
subsequent year of the term. 

• Councillor Frary was appointed 
as a Village of Kaslo representative to 
RDCK Recreation Commission No. 2. 

• Accounts payable of $ 276,934.99 
were approved for payment. 

submitted
The Ministry of Forests and Range 

invites the public to comment on an 
updated timber supply analysis of the 
Kootenay Lake timber supply area.

The results of the analysis are 
included in a discussion paper released 
recently as part of a comprehensive 
review. The chief forester will consider 
the analysis along with public input, 
consultation with First Nations and other 
technical reports when he determines a 
new allowable annual cut (AAC) later 
this year.

The Kootenay Lake TSA currently 
has an AAC of 681,300 cubic metres. 
Since the previous review, government 

Input invited on Kootenay Lake timber supply review
has issued two new community forest 
agreements and Government Actions 
Regulation Orders to protect critical 
caribou habitat. These changes have 
decreased the size of the area available 
for timber harvesting. 

As a consequence, the base case 
analysis indicates an initial harvest 
level of 645,000 cubic metres per year, 
which is about five per cent lower than 
the current AAC.

The base case forecast is for 
discussion and comparative purposes 
and due to areas of uncertainty, the AAC 
determined by the chief forester may be 
different than this forecast.

The chief  fores ter ’s  AAC 

determination is an independent, 
professional judgment based on 
information ranging from technical 
forestry reports and public input, to the 
government’s social and economic goals. 
The review accounts for environmental 
concerns such as biodiversity, water 
quality, and scenic values, in addition 
to social and economic issues.

Comments on the timber supply 
analysis discussion paper will be 
received until November 5. Copies of 
the discussion paper are available on the 
Ministry of Forests and Range website 
at www.for.gov.bc.ca/hts or from the 
Kootenay Lake Forest District office 
in Nelson.

submitted
On Sunday August 9, a celebration 

was held for the completion of phase 
2 upgrades of the 116-year-old St. 
Andrew’s Church, Kaslo, along with 
the dedication of a brass heritage plaque 
and an historical photo collage. 

The two presentation items denote 

St. Andrew’s celebrates completion of upgrades
significant heritage dates in the history 
of St. Andrew’s. In 1894 the church 
gave sanctuary to residents following 
the devastating fires and flood of that 
year, and from 1942 to ’45 St. Andrew’s 
shared their church with the Japanese-
Canadians who were interned in the 
village. 

Rev. H. Armitage was the United 
Church minister at that time, and the 
Rev. Kosoburo Shimizu was minister 
of the Japanese-Canadian Mission. 
The church has records stating that this 
was a period of great co-operation and 
generosity of spirit between the two 
congregations sharing St. Andrew’s, 
during a very difficult, stressful time 
for the internees. 

Rev. Shelley Stickel-Miles 
conducted the service. Mrs. Aya 
Higashi, a member of St Andrew’s 
for over 60 years, and Dr. Sus Tabata 
from Vancouver shared memories from 
those years of internment in Kaslo, then 
unveiled the plaque mounted at the 
sanctuary doors. 

At the reception following, held 
in the newly renamed St. Andrew’s 
Heritage Hall, thanks was extended 
to the various funding partners for 
the upgrade project, and to the people 
who did the work. St. Andrew’s is 
most grateful for the assistance they 
have received, recognize with great 
appreciation the heritage they have, and 
hope that they can continue to be true to 
the example set before them in the past.   dr. Sus Tabata and Mrs. aya Higashi were guests of honour at St. andrew’s 

United church celebrations on august 9.
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Get Outta Town

with 
Peter 

Roulston

with Jamie Barber

LOMA 
BUILDING 
SUPPLIES

Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

This is just an 
autumn ramble

September is always a welcome 
time for me as I wrap up my usual 
weekend Bicycle Hospital openings and 
begin to lay plans for travel and play on 
our now less-busy roads, before the days 
get too dark and cold. When I worked for 
the Forest Service the season generally 
wound down about now and we could 
all look forward to a carefree winter of 
skiing and collecting unemployment 
insurance. I also like September because 
it means I don’t have to go back to school 

which I always hated and managed to 
drop out of after flunking grade nine once 
and grade ten twice. Schooling really did 
seem to suck…

These happy days don’t always yield 
things that I feel like writing about in this 
column if they’re too minor in scope or 
repeats of past outings, and that’s kind 
of where I’m at here, but there’s nothing 
wrong with a little idle chatter.

Started off on a road ride the last 
week up to Three Forks to see the new 
footbridge on an old road bike that I’d 
cobbled together in an odd fashion. I got 
most of the way there then got a front 
flat and had no tools ‘cause things never 
happen, right? So I very humbly walked 
the bike all the way home and got to 
know the shoulder of the road better than 
ever before. It was okay and a couple of 
local riders stopped to offer help but no, it 
was cool. Even the rottweiler that usually 

tries to tear my ass off only ran out to the 
road to watch me in pity.

But I got through that indignity 
and moved on with my life. Drove to 
Winlaw for breakfast the next day, with 
plans to ride up the Pedro Creek Rd. a 
few kilometres south of there and maybe 
have something great to write about, 
too. The highway ride part went well 
and I turned off onto Pedro Creek Rd. 
at the start of Lebahdo Flats with much 
enthusiasm – a new road!

After a few hundred metres the 
gravel began and a steep hill wound off 
past some homes. I clicked right to low 
gear, small ring and pedalled until it felt 
too steep to be legal. I walked the bike 
a bit then rode again to a wicked steep 
switchback and spent about an hour 
walking the bike or straining in low gear 
up that steep, cruel road. Anyone driving 
loaded log trucks down here would either 

be good or dead. The road kept climbing 
and did not seem to match what I’d got 
from my topo maps. Finally I decided 
screw it, not worth the effort. This road 
likely goes eventually to good winter 
ski access but for a bike ride it had no 
value. I never got a decent look back 
into the main valley and the forest was 
plain old fir/pine mix and I was hot and 
tired so I headed down, braking hard the 
whole way.

BUT, I did get in a fine routine ride 
to the Silverton Lookout the other day. 
My riding time was as good as ever and 
there were some nice folks up there to 
talk with for a bit. We could see the big 
plume of smoke from the new fire on 
Perry’s Ridge way to the south and very 
strong south winds were pushing the 
smoke plume up into Valhalla Park. That 
was the day of the major wind storms in 
the valley and boy, the ride down from 

Silverton Lookout was alarmingly fast 
with that tailwind pushing me. Nothing 
broke and I made it all the way so at least 
there’s one ride that worked out.

Although my business volume drops 
a lot from here on into autumn, the riding 
of course is great and the days cooler and 
there are fewer traffic concerns. Enjoy 
your rides and outings, dress to be seen 
and start using those lights more, and 
savour another Kootenay fall season.

Peter Roulston owns the Bicycle 
Hospital in New Denver and doesn’t 
always get things his way. 250-358-2133

World shift in 
the auto industry

When you work as a garage 
mechanic in India as I have, you get 
to see the darndest versions of cobbled 
together machinery on the planet. 

This isn’t surprising as the benefit 
of getting down the road in the cheapest 
fashion possible is a real necessity. Taxi 
drivers were the cleverest in this regard at 
the New Sharma Garage where I worked, 
but the farmers with their agricultural 
machines were even more innovative. 
They would use stationary engines from 
water pumps and discarded truck chassis 
as the basis for building a tractor from 
scratch, using whatever they could get 
their hands on. 

Things are never thrown away there, 
as they always have multiple uses, and 
Indian innovators have a way of getting 
the job done that put most of our Western 
innovators to shame. This practice of 

using what you have to innovate a new 
machine or device even has a name. 
They call it jugaad. This literally means 
an improvised vehicle used by farmers, 
but has a broader meaning that refers to 
the innovative, low-cost way of doing 
something. 

Jugaad is alive and well in this 
country as well, but our excess living 
standard usually relegates it to the 
mechanical crank or someone who 
prides themselves on making things that 
are just done differently. However you 
look at it, we just don’t have that big 
financial incentive to innovate the way 
you see in the economically developing 
world.  It is true that our society spends 
big dollars on research and development 
and much innovation occurs here. New 
pharmaceutical drugs and electronic 
wizardry underlines this argument, but 
innovation is often a specialized concern 
here rather than a grassroots organization 
that you observe in Asia. 

In this time of dynamic change in 
the transport sector, this is an interesting 
point to consider. It is blatantly obvious 
that the planet cannot sustain the 
continued use of petroleum combustion 
that drives our transport sector.

Concurrently, the financial crisis 
has rearranged much of the established 
manufacturers of our cars and trucks, 
so a window of opportunity exists to 
fundamentally change things. 

The Japanese have introduced the 
hybrid electric vehicle and hydrogen-
powered prototype vehicles are even 
now being tested by the Americans. 
Ballard Power Systems here in BC are 
busily working on efficient fuel cells 
and Chevrolet keeps talking about their 
plug-in electric hybrid. 

But what about the innovators 
in the developing world – that place 
where Jugaad is practiced? Tata Motors 
in India has developed the Nano – 
a car selling for about $2,000 and 
manufacture the G-Whiz, an urban 
electric car that is now all the rage in 
Europe. BYD, an innovative Chinese 
company, has developed a process for 
manufacturing lithium ion batteries for 
less than a third of the current price. 
This has huge implications for the 
future development of practical electric 
vehicles. The Chinese are on the brink 
of taking over the vehicle market in Asia 
with their low cost, practical vehicles that 
even include electric commuter vehicles. 

My last trip to Indonesia indicated to me 
that Chinese motorcycles now outsell the 
Japanese variety two to one. 

Innovation is not restricted to any 
one country or society but is more 
widely practiced when there is a real 
need. You will note this process in times 
of stress such as wartime and economic 
scarcity. At this time, conditions in 
Asia make innovation a more pressing 
need than you will observe here. As 
a result, look to this area for future 
advances in the automotive field. In 
2007, China manufactured over 12 
million motorcycles, many more than 
any American or Japanese concern 
added together. They are now the largest 
automobile market in the world, with 
6.1 million units sold in 2009 compared 
to 4.8 million sold in the US. China 
imports over two thirds of its oil and has 
one of the most pressing problems with 
air pollution in the world so developing 
alternative fuel vehicles is especially 
important there.

Look for the names of large auto 
concerns such as Chery, FAW and 
the aforementioned BYD to become 
common parlance in the automotive 
lexicon in the future.

Change is coming to the auto 
industry for a lot of reasons and the 
country that innovates the most will be 
the future leader in this field. Keep a look 
out to the east.

Stocking up for 
winter

The abundance of crickets 
and cool nights hint that autumn 
approaches. It’s a good time to 
plan winter food – what will you 
chow down on when there’s feet of 
snow on the ground? Even if you’re 
renting or not a gardener, you can 
enjoy really good, neighbourhood 
grub this winter.

My family hasn’t had its own 
garden for years now – we’ve been 
on the move – but we manage to 
eat tons of local food each winter. 
A lot of it comes from neighbours 
with metres of kale and chard, trees 
heavy with fruit and vines bursting 
with tomatoes. The key is, when 
someone offers, receive! When 
someone complains about the carpet 
of apples soon to ferment on their 
lawn, offer! Sometimes this means 
busting out applesauce in the middle 
of a whopping-full week, but come 
February, that will be water under 
the bridge. 

I arrived in Winlaw on a blustery 
January day. My new landlord 
connected me with one of the local 
farmers, who linked me with several 
other growers in the area. Within 
a week, my family had a hearty 
supply of delicious local veggies. 

This year, several of those winter 
suppliers have taken a well-deserved 
vacation. To find stocks of potatoes, 
carrots, cabbage, kale, beets, onions 
and more, ask neighbours, market 
vendors and small grocers.

While food can be stored for 
winter by being dried, canned or 
frozen, one of the simplest and most 
vital ways is to create a root cellar. 
If you don’t have a bona fide cellar 
this season, there are several other 
options available to you. 

You can bury tin trash cans or 
plastic totes, store produce in them 
below the frost line and cover the 
lids with straw to insulate. Mould 
can sometimes be an issue with 
these; I’ve found it helps to keep 
the produce off the bottom of the 
can with a layer of sticks. Then, 
check on the veggies every four to 
six weeks. Pull out any rotting bits 
and if things start to look mushy, use 
them fast. A freezer comes in handy 
for this: cook a ton of potato-onion 
soup and freeze it in small batches. If 
you don’t have a chest freezer, again, 
ask around. Freezers are much more 
efficient when they’re full. 

Last winter I lived in a yurt. 
Once bear season was over  (a light 
snow had fallen and they’d put their 
delicate paws to bed) we kept our 
produce in totes under the yurt. We 

surrounded the three totes with straw 
bales to insulate and left the lids 
cracked to prevent condensation. 
This worked well because the 
woodstove was directly above the 
‘root cellar’ and the floor of the yurt 
was not insulated (yes, we burned a 
lot of wood). It was a great system. 
By mid-winter, we had to shovel 
heartily to access the stores, thereby 
countering any winter lounging. And 
we kept food in there right up to 
spring (bear season again). 

It’s nice to know even if we don’t 
have our own five-acre farm and 
bullet-proof root cellar, we can still 
chow down on the good stuff. It just 
takes planning, intention and a little 
ingenious sleuthing. 

This column is hosted by the 
Slocan River Farmers’ Society, 
(SRFS). The group’s mission is “to 
support and expand an ecological, 
thriving and valuable farming 
community in the Slocan River 
valley.” For more information and 
to attend SRFS; next meeting in 
Winlaw, contact Dustin Demontigny 
at 226-7139.

This column is sponsored by the 
Slocan Valley Co-op.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
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WEST KOOTENAY
MACHINE SHOP

915 Front Street
Nelson, BC V1L 4C1
(Railway Side Access)

General Machining
Parts Repaired or 

Remanufactured

Shop Phone/Fax
250-352-2123

Dave Smith     Owner/Machinist

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Snapper
• Toro
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Homelite
• Stihl • Toro
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh
• Briggs & Stratton

aUToMoTiVe • SMall MoToRS • MacHiNe SHop
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 hOuR TOwinG
1007 hwy 23, nAkuSP

Ph: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

cleaNiNGRecycliNG

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

jeWelRy
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom work and repair in 
silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CLASSIFIED ADS

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

Mark Adams
certified General accountant

P.O. Box 279
New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0

bUS. 250-358-2411

accoUNTaNTbookS
Karin’s Book Basket
New and Used Books

Karin: 250-505-7810
Located at: 1277 Hwy 6 

Crescent Valley

AnnOunCemenT
KASLO AND RDCK AREA D Housing 
Survey is  coming in the mail the first 
two weeks of September. An anonymous 
housing survey will be coming to every 
Kaslo and Area D Household to determine 
housing needs now and in the future for all 
ages and stages of life. An estimated 30% 
of North Kootenay Lake residents pay more 
than the recommended amount for housing. 
It is very important for everyone regardless 
if they need housing or not to fill in the 
survey and return it in the pre-stamped 
envelope. Please help shape Kaslo’s 
future! A project of North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services.

AuTOmOTive
1978 YAMAHA XS 650. Collector’s 
plates, needs work. Original owner. $500. 
250-358-7969.

BuSineSS OPPORTuniTieS
WANT TO START YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS?  Community Futures 
offers business counselling and start-up 
information. Appointments available in 
Nakusp and New Denver. Contact Farhana 
Dumont at 265-3674, ext. 205 or email 
nakusp@futures.bc.ca. 

CARd Of ThAnkS
CREATIVE ARTS IN THE PARK – I 
would like to thank everyone who helped 
make my Creative Arts in the Park program 
a huge success!! Also a thank you to the 
parents – without you, it wouldn’t have 
happened. Funding from Rec Commission 
#6 and New Denver Nursery School was 
greatly appreciated. Thank you – Fairy 
Goddess, Donna Hicks; Story Queen, 
Lila Strand; Crafty Felter, Marcy Mahr; 
Foam Artiste, Sue Mistretta; Drummer 
Girl, Angela Roy; and Mermaids, Nikta 
Boroumand and Julia Greenlaw.

xo Terri Blizzard
COminG evenTS

NEW DENVER FRIDAY MARKET 
happens every Friday, June through 
September, 10 am to 2 pm. Locally grown 
produce, flowers and herbs with a unique 
selection of Kootenay artisans wares. Info: 
250-358-7733.

WINLAW FARMERS’ MARKET, 
Sundays 10 – 2. Opens May 31. Vendors 
wanted, call Kim 226-7862 or Sam 226-
6942.
C O L I N ’ S  O L D  J U N Q U E  & 
DISORDERLY GARAGE SALE –
September 12 and 13 (GARLIC FEST 
DAY), 10 am. 305 Union (Orchard), New 
Denver. BUS FOR SALE! Offers.
THISTLEDOWNE: ASPEN SWITZER, 
Jessa Koerber and Jesse Lee blend old 
time and contemporary music with their 
seamless harmonies. Saturday, Sept. 12, 
Vallican Whole; Advance $12 Door $15, 
Available at Jennie’s, Eddy’s, or online: 
Aspenswitzer.com. Doors/drinks 7 pm; 
Concert 8 pm.
THE SILVERTON GALLERY presents 
THE DIVERSITY SHOW: ‘Celebrating the 
Creativity of the Slocan Valley’ September 
12 through September 25. Featuring a 
Coffee House on Saturday, September 
12 at 7:30 pm and a mid-show “opening” 
on Saturday, September 19 at 7:30 with 
wine, cheese and piano. Gallery Hours are 
Tuesday-Sunday (12-4:30pm). We invite 
all to attend!
T H E  F R A N C O P H O N E 
ASSOCIATION’S Traveling Library 
will be: Where: Kaslo at Vimy Park 
When: Thursday, September 17, 5:30 to 
7:30 (Potluck); Where: New Denver, at the 
Friday Market When: Friday September18, 
10:00 to noon; Where: Nakusp, Middle 
Eath Café When: Friday, September 18, 
2:30 to 4:30. Come borrow books, videos, 
CDs and replenish your stash of maple 
syrup and maple butter.
Le Bibliobus sera: Où: Kaslo au Parc 
Vimy Quand: jeudi, 17 septembre, 17:30 
à 19:30 (potluck); Où: New Denver, au 
marché Quand: vendredi, 18 septembre, 
10:00 à midi; Ou: Nakusp, Middle Earth 
Café Quand: Vendredi, 18 septembre, 
14:30 à 16:30. Venez emprunter des livres, 
vidéos, CDs et faire le plein de sirop et 
beurre d’érable.
F E R N I E  S C U L P T O R  K I R K 
HAMPSON will show his creations 
September 9–14, with a reception on Thurs. 
Sept. 10, 7–9 pm at the Hidden Garden 

Gallery. Kirk is touring his multimedia 
sculptures in an exhibit he calls ‘Cultivation 
of a Misty Wind.’ He uses found  objects 
and recycled materials. See http://www.
kirkhampson.ca. Gallery hours - Wed. 
through Mon., 10 am to 3 pm.
PERSONAL WELLNESS Training 
Program – starts again in October in 
New Denver
Karen Dubreuil is offering her Personal 
Wellness Training Course again this 
year in New Denver and is now taking 
registrations. Register by Sept. 20 and 
save. This course is all about life changes 
- physically, mentally and spiritually. 
Are you ready to change yours – for the 
better??  Learn the tools and techniques 
that will help you make those changes 
permanent.  Eliminate stresses in your life, 
quit smoking, improve your overall health, 
eliminate pain, how to change your negative 
attitudes, or whatever else you feel the need 
to change within you. Karen only teaches 
what she has personally experienced and is 
passing on the tools to you if and when you 
are ready to receive them. Oct. 1 to end of 
November. All sessions private one-on-one 
(no group sessions). 2-hour sessions once/
week for 8 weeks. $500 (=$250/month). 
Karen Dubreuil 358-2828.
THURSDAY NIGHT BINGO starts on 
September 17 at the Legion Hall in Nakusp.
LEGION CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR – 
Nakusp. November 21 from 10 am to 3 pm. 
If you want a table, call Cheryl @ 265-2810 
OR the Legion office @ 265-3033.
303 BRITISH HERITAGE RIFLE 
MATCH - Jack Floyd range (formerly 
Barrett Creek range), Sept. 20, 9 am, entry 
$20. Public welcome. Nelson District 
Rod & Gun Club, 357-9309, 357-9443, 
353-7109.
LADIES AUXILIARY to the Royal 
Canadian Legion, Meetings 2nd Wednesday 
Monthly, 7:00 pm Lower Legion Clubroom, 
Nakusp.

eduCATiOn

WATCH YOUR MAILBOX…
Continuing Education calendar will be 
delivered soon. Adult Basic Education 
classes start Sept. 9, continuous 
enrolment.
C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C AT I O N 
CLASSES:
Boat Operator Card Certification, Sept. 
20;
Standard First Aid with CPR “C”, Sept. 
21 & 22;
Hunter Training, Sept. 26 & 27;
Canadian Firearms Safety, non-restricted, 
Pals, Sept. 27;
Bookkeeping Basics for Small Business, 
Sept. 26 & 27; 
Lead Yourself to Wisdom, women 
reconnecting, Sept. 26; 
Know your Computer, Module 1, Sept. 
28;
Acing your Interview, Sept. 28;
Occupational First Aid level 1, Sept. 29;
Transportation of Dangerous Goods, 
Sept. 29;
Occupational First Aid Transportation 
Endorsement, Sept. 30;
Responsibility of Joint Health & Safety 
Committees, Oct. 1;
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR 
ALL CLASSES. 
For more information and registration 
call Selkirk College 265-4077 

fOR RenT
NEW DENVER, 811 Kildare Street. 3 
bed, 2 bath. Centrally located near lake and 
school. Available immediately. $800/month 
+ util. References required. 250-358-2128.
SPACIOUS TWO-BDRM SUITE in 
Silverton on main floor of duplex, 616 
Hunter Street. Quiet area, one minute 
to lakeshore. All facilities, excellent 

woodstove, covered parking. $580/mo. 
N/S, N/P. Available August 15, 2009. Call 
Ernst Gerwig, 1-250-358-2283.
AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 1, 2009 - 
House For Rent in Nakusp. 3-4 bed, covered 
garage. No pets, no smoking. Fridge, stove, 
washer & dryer. $750.00 + damage deposit 
and utilities. 250-542-4107, ahoepner@
shaw.ca.
3 BEDROOM HOUSE near Slocan 
City (Lemon Creek). Wood/electric heat, 
workshop, acreage. Pets okay. Available 
immediately. References. $925 + 250-
352-0766.
2 BR HOUSE, downtown Nakusp, w/d/f/s, 
cheap to heat, well-maintained. $800/mo. 
250-265-4542.
4 BDR HOUSE. Near school, New Denver. 
No pets. References. Ph. 358-2561.
HOUSE IN NEW DENVER. Newly 
renovated, 3 bdr, 2 bath, partially furnished, 
washer/dryer, dishwasher and lots of 
firewood!! $700 + util. October-April. No 
smoking. Pets considered. 358-2521, terri@
blizzardbling.com.

fOR SAle
MUST SELL – 5th WHEEL. 1986 24’ 
Corsair Custom Supreme 5th wheel trailer. 
Good condition. Asking $3500 obo. Call 
250-358-2866.
1990 19’ PROWLER 5th Wheel. Excellent 
condition. Easy pull, compact, comfortable. 
$5,000 obo 250-352-1781.

fOund
CHILD’S PEACH COLOURED REI 
Fleece found at Kohan Garden September 
1. Pick up at the Valley Voice office on New 
Denver’s main street.

heAlTh
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Saturday 
mornings 9:00 - 10:30. Everyone is 
welcome to this Flow class – easy postures 
inviting the body to open up and release its 
energy. Monday morning Flow 9-10:30 and 
Thursday afternoon Restorative 3:30 - 5:00. 
Open to all levels all the time. Look forward 
to seeing you there! Madeleine (2475).
FULL SPECTRUM BODY WORK 
offers deep tissue and stress reduction 
treatments in the privacy of your own 

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 



September 9, 2009     The Valley Voice  17

coMpUTeR

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer 
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Business Classified Ads start at $10.00
Call 358-7218 for details

HealTH
Hand & Soul Healing Centre

Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.
Mondays & Fridays - Silverton

Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp
Counsellor/Healing Facilitator

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.
358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

ReSTaURaNT/WiNe & beeR

Ann’s Natural Foods
ann bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

• Zack Graphics & Inks •
Printer Sales ~ Discount Inkjet Cartridges
Photo Papers ~ Guaranteed Inkjet refills

eBay Marketing ~ Digitial Design

250-358-2111 • izack@telus.net
612 Josephine St. • Box 292 • New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Beside Slocan Park Service
2976 Highway 6, Slocan Park

wine & Beer making kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

    SummeR hOuRS
      7 Am - 10 Pm

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s

P
Seven Days a Week!

Open Tuesday - Sunday
9 am - 4 pm

Main St. New denver 358-2381

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DaynAkuSP  265-4701

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
1-877-970-8090 tfn

www.jonesboysboats.com
ainsworth, british columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

leSTeR kOenemAn
Phone 265-3128 or

24-hour fax 265-4808
Broadway St. Nakusp

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

PAulA COnRAd
hOme: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

huB inTeRnATiOnAl 
BARTOn 

inSuRAnCe 
BROkeRS

for all your 
inSuRAnCe 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GRoceRy • HealTH Food

RecReaTioN

pRoFeSSioNal SeRViceS

Real eSTaTe

Advertise in the Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography

Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Tammy Peitzsche
“Your Valley Realtor”
   - Competence
   - Integrity
   - Results
Free Market Evaluation
isoldit@shaw.ca
250 365-9640

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BrOADWAy ST. NAKUSp  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

Kootenay Restorative 
Justice 

working toward 
restoring balance 

and healthy communication in 
our communities

krjustice@wegcss.org

Bosun Hall 
For all occasions with 
rates to suit your needs. 
Rentals of tables, chairs, 
dishes. Bev 358-7771 or 
carolbellbc@yahoo.ca

mASSAGe TheRAPieS
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSp, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth r. Hunter, r.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

MASSAGE

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

CLASSIFIED ADS

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

358-7769

AvA’s 
Hair studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

NOW OPEN

MidWiFeRy

home. For additional info and to book 
appointments please call 358-6808.

helP wAnTed
WRITERS/PHOTOGRAPHERS 
WANTED to work on a casual basis for 
the Valley Voice. Please contact us at 250-
358-7218 or valleyvoice@netidea.com.
ECOSOCIETY IS LOOKING to hire 
a full-time Executive Director. To view a 
detailed job description & qualifications 
required visit www.ecosociety.ca. Send 
resume with cover letter to info@
ecosociety.ca by September 21.
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR 
WANTED at New Denver Nursery School. 
Send resume and cover letter to: katrina@
redmtn.ca; 250-358-7793 (fax); or SLELS, 
Box 466, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0.
FULL-TIME CHEF AND KITCHEN 
MANAGER required. Yasodhara Ashram 
in Kootenay Bay seeks mature, long-term 
employee needed to lead the kitchen at our 
busy retreat. We offer a high standard of 
natural, healthy, sustainable cooking for 
groups of 25 to 90. Our ideal candidate 
has experience managing and supervising, 
is skilled in all aspects of food preparation, 
is a good communicator, and has worked 
with healthy, nutritious foods. Attractive 
salary and benefits for the right person. 
Job-sharing a possibility. treasurer@
yasodhara.org.
HOME SUPPORT WORKER wanted, 
Care Aide course or equivalent required. 
Four-hour morning shifts, weekends and 
relief to start. Send resumé to Box 433, New 
Denver, BC  V0G 1S0.

liveSTOCk
KOOTENAY MOBILE POULTRY 
ABATTOIR now operating in Salmo! 
We’ve been operating in Salmo since 
July, and will continue until October. Take 
advantage of this opportunity to have your 
chickens and turkeys slaughtered in a fully 
licenced facility with government inspector 
on site. Turkeys not to be over 20 lbs; birds 
are to consume water only (no feed) for 24 
hours before slaughtering. Gerry: 250-489-
5798 or David Gooch: 250-551-5906; Julie: 
250-357-9426. Located 2 kms outside of 
Salmo towards Creston. From Creston, turn 
left on Connie Mill Road. At T intersection, 
turn right and it’s ¼ mile down on the right. 

nOTiCeS
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact Therese 
358-7904; John 265-4924; Tonio 358-7158; 
Dave 353-2658; Joan 355-2805; Dan 359-
7817; Bill 226-7705.

PeTS
FROG PEAK PET RESORT – brand 
new facility – five indoor/outdoor 
kennels. 2-acre, fenced adventure 
park. On leash excursions. Owner 
experienced vet assistant. 250-226-7660. 
frogpeakpetresort@columbiawireless.ca 
www.frogpeakpetresort.com.

ReAl eSTATe
43 ACRES UPPER ARROW LAKE. 
1,000’ lakefront, creek, water rights, public 
road, gentle slope. 250-369-2281. www.
kootenayproperty.com.

LOVELY 3 BED HOME, nice location 
in Silverton, garage, shop, new woodshed, 
deck, new fence and garden boxes, 
hardwood and newer kitchen.  250-358-
2211.

SlOCAn vAlley ReCReATiOn
THERE’S A DRAGON IN MY 
BACKPACK – With Tim Farrugia. 
An art class for kids with a difference. 
Beginning Sept. 22.
YOU MAKE THE BOOK - Ages 7 to 12 
yrs. With Natasha Smith. 
CREATING THE SHOW - Kids develop, 
produce and perform in their very own 
play. Begins Sept. 26.
NATIVE PLANT WALK FOR WOMEN 
- Sept. 19 - New date.
EDIBLE VALLEY WALK - Sunday 
Sept. 20.
CHAINSAW BASICS - With Clarke 
Smith. Sept. 19.
TRACKING ESSENTIALS FOR 
HUNTERS - With Chris Morasky. 
Mon. Sept. 28.
FITNESS CLASSES - Boot Camp starts 
Sept. 21, Body Alive begins Sept. 23.
WALKBC - A free walking program 
offered in 3 locations starts Sept. 22.
BELLYDANCE CLASSES - With 
Shauna Robertson. Beginning Sept. 21.
YOGA FOR TWOS - With Eliza 
Gooderham. Sept. 27.
BEGINNERS DRUM CIRCLE FOR 
WOMEN - With Bo Conlan. Begins 
Sept. 26.

226-0008

RenTAl wAnTed
RENTAL URGENTLY NEEDED , 
responsible clean family of four. Between 
Slocan and Winlaw. Please call 250-355-
2745.

SeRviCeS
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
P R O O F R E A D E R / W R I T E R 
AVAILABLE. Editors clean up typos 
and grammatical gaffes in publications, 
making you look professional and credible. 
Green Words Writing and Editing will 
research, write and proofread books, 
magazines, newspapers, newsletters, 
websites, brochures, reports, funding 
applications etc. More than 20 years 
experience. Master’s degree + training by 
Editors’ Association of Canada. Contact 
Anne at annec@green-words.ca or 250-
358-2666, http://green-words.ca.
WELL-CRAFTED WRITING and 
editing for books, articles, brochures, press 
releases, web and ad copy. Organized and 
thorough with solid credentials, including 
a BA English and years of experience 
with small, independent businesses. For 
more information, contact Kate Guthrie, 
alivekate@gmail.com or 250-226-7937.
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• Spring Cleaning • Home Detailing 
• House Prepping • Painting

Call now for your free consultation!
265-0241

Window 
Washing 
Gutter 

Cleaning 

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PhOne 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR 
BENDER JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, 

CONCRETE MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, 
TILECUTTERS, BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, 

FLOOR SANDERS, NAILERS - ALL TYPES, 
LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, GENERATORS, 
WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, INSULATED 
TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO TILLER, 

PROPERTY PIN LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, 
GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER 

...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

359-7373
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain rock • 
• road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

ICF Building Products
“We provide Star Service”    

1-888-289-4731

eQUipMeNT ReNTal

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

coNSTRUcTioN • HoMe • GaRdeN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Legendary Meats 
Bulk - Beef, Pork, Buffalo 

and Sausage Sales
Custom Cutting & Sausage Making, 

Curing & Smoking of Bacons & Hams
Spring & Summer Hours: 
Open Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 

9 am till 5 pm
Phone: 226-7803

2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MeaT cUTTiNG

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: carrie@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

bakeRy
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

Oso Renewable Energy
Empowering you to harvest green, free, locally sourced energy!
Solar Hot Water, Solar Electric, Microhydro 

Back-up power - Design and Installation
A capital Investment with reliable returns

Oh so durable tools for a secure energy  future

Kip Drobish  (250) 358-2660 
www.OsoSolar.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals
H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 • 
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

COMMUNITY

Beautiful. Practical. Affordable.
429 Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-2257

Willow Home Gallery
Kitchen • Bed • Bath • Walls

with Kootenay Artisans

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

KOOTENAY RAISED CONTRACTING
Kaslo, BC

New Construction, Timber Framing, Renovations, 
Design, Outbuildings, Decks, Cabins, Eco-Friendly

Journeyman Carpenter • Call Today
250-353-2614

Customized cabinet solutions 
for the entire home: kitchen, 

bath and storage!
Free estimates and design 

consultation
Box 417 - New Denver  

250-358-2344

Quality 
design and 

local 
construction

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

submitted
A new local construction company 

combines timber framing, carpentry, 
and renovations with green and natural 
building alternatives.

Tim Reilly has been in the 
construction and sawmilling industry 
for over 12 years, and he has been 
providing carpentry and renovation 
services in the West Kootenays since 
2006.

This year, Tim and his wife, Raina 

TRC Timberworks offers green building
Gardner, decided to start a new business 
that would add natural and green 
building options to their construction 
services. This includes green alternatives 
to conventional building materials as 
well as natural building systems such as 
straw bale homes and earthen plasters.

 “We work with an excellent group 
of professionals and subcontractors to 
bring a wide range of natural building 
techniques and ecological materials to 
our customers,” explains Tim.

TRC Timberworks continues to 
offer timber framing, general and 
finishing carpentry, renovations, 
hardwood flooring, and tile on both 
large and small projects.

For more information about TRC’s 
construction or project management 
services, or for a tour of the latest 
natural home project, phone Tim and 
Raina at 250-226-6881 or 250-551-
6584 (cell). Visit the website at www.
trctimberworks.com.

a helicopter at work on the perry Ridge fire refuels in Upper passmore on 
Saturday.

Rotary 
Minute

Rotary Villa 
Senior Citizens’ Complex

Now that the latest phase of the 
Arrowtarian Seniors Housing is near 
completion, a look back at the Nakusp 
Rotary Club’s involvement in this project 
is in order. As early as 1967, the Rotary 
Club in Nakusp was negotiating with the 
village on a couple of auspicious projects. 
One of these was the development of 
the Hot Springs, a project the local 
newspaper noted “could well mean the 
salvation of the village” (Feb. 4, 1967). 
That same year Rotary participated 
in discussions for a Senior Citizens 
Home, and three years later, in 1970, the 
Arrowtarian – the Senior Citizen Home 

Project was launched. By 1972 the first 
phase of the Seniors Home was complete 
and in May of 1973 the local Rotary 
Club received from District 508 an 
Achievement Plaque for the completion 
of this project. This honour recognized 
the Rotary Club that undertook and 
achieved significant work during the 
year. The complex was officially opened 
on July 4 of 1972, although the units 
were ready for occupation as early as 
May 10 of that year. Members of the 
local Rotary club donated 1885 hours of 
labour on the construction, septic tanks 
and fields, underground wiring, water 
lines and so on. Individual members of 
the club also donated cash to this project.

That initial complex included six 
single and four double units for low-
income seniors. The complex also 
had rooms for recreation laundry, and 

storage. The administering body for the 
complex included members of the local 
Rotary club; this club was “to supply in 
perpetuity seven of nine directors in an 
organization called Arrowtarian Senior 
Citizens Society” that administers the 
complex (Arrow Lakes News, May 2, 
1973).

What came to be known as the 
Arrowtarian Rotary Villa for Senior 
Citizens expanded by adding eight more 
units in 1976-1977, and then again in 
June of 1980 another ten-unit complex 
began. This complex opened a year 
later. Some twenty-eaight years later, 
we are about to see yet another phase 
of the senior’s homes completed and 
ready for occupation. The Rotary Club’s 
continued commitment to low-income 
seniors housing is another testament to 
its working motto: Service Above Self.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

COMMUNITY

BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

September 
18, 2009

Susan L. Yurychuk • 16 Years Experience

250-358-6804
www.smarthealth.usana.com

By Appointment Only • New Denver

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

by Jan McMurray
School districts will not be 

receiving the annual facilities grant 
this year. This was announced by 
the Deputy Minister of Education 
on August 27, just two months after 
school districts completed their 
very difficult budget processes for 
2009/10, given the cuts they were 
forced to work with last spring.

These grants are used by districts 
to carry out necessary maintenance 
on school buildings and facilities.

“It’s so frustrating, especially 
when we just did the budget,” said 
Pattie Adam, chair of SD 10’s board 
of education. “It was a very tough 
budget and we worked very hard to 
keep it [the cuts] out of the classroom 
as much as possible – and now we’re 
looking at more cuts.”

Adam says the board of 
education has not had a chance to 
meet and discuss budget revisions, 
so could not provide details specific 
to SD 10 (Arrow Lakes).

More budget cuts forces school districts to cut jobs
The SD 8 (Nelson/Creston) 

board of education met on September 
1 and had to take a hard look at its 
budget. A press release issued by 
the district states that the “June 30, 
2009 financial statements reflect 
that the annual facilities grant fund 
was overspent by $760,565. This is 
due to an actual over expenditure 
of $364,000 and annual facilities 
grants not received yet budgeted for 
of $395,663.”

The board decided to write to 

the Minister of Education, asking 
permission to use its Ministry of 
Education Restricted Capital funds 
of $559,512 to offset the loss of the 
annual facilities grant. The ministry 
has indicated that districts will be 
able to access surplus funds, and 
this is the only surplus fund that 
SD 8 has.

SD 8 also found out in the August 
27 announcement that it cannot 
charge rent to the Francophone 
Education Authority for the use 

of Gordon Sargent School. This 
will cut $30,000 from the district’s 
anticipated income this year.

The third and worst piece 
of bad news is that the district’s 
transportation budget is over the 
amount they will be receiving from 
the ministry. “…this significant 
budget cut will result in job losses,” 
states the press release. “Specific 
staffing cuts and adjustments will be 
announced following communication 
with affected staff members.” 

submitted
It’s a long way from Nelson to 

Nova Scotia, and yet Kootenay author 
Anne DeGrace will tell you it’s not so 
far, really. DeGrace has set her third 
novel, Sounding Line (McArthur 
& Company) in South Shore Nova 
Scotia, a place DeGrace also calls 
home. DeGrace will launch her new 
book September 17 at the Nelson 
Library.

Anne DeGrace’s new novel could be out of this world
For Sounding Line, DeGrace 

went back in time and far from the 
Kootenays to a fishing village she 
calls Perry’s Harbour. 

Young Pocket Snow has a lot 
to contend with even before the 
UFO crashes into the Sound. That’s 
because, as the UFO incident creates 
a media and military vortex, another is 
happening within the Snow household 
as Pocket’s mother approaches death, 

and his father tries to cope. An Ottawa 
reporter, a psychic UFO chaser, a 
town bully, and the indomitable 
Shirley, who runs the general store, 
are some of the novel’s characters.

Sounding Line is based on a true 
incident that occurred in 1967 in Shag 
Harbour, Nova Scotia. Considered 
Canada’s most significant UFO 
incident, it attracted international 
attention. For DeGrace, the incident 

and what followed provided an 
opportunity for exploration into depth 
and space on many levels.

“It was an opportunity to consider 
what’s out there: outside ourselves, 
and outside the world we know, the 
better to understand what lies inside 
the human heart,” says DeGrace.

DeGrace has authored two 
previous novels, Treading Water, 
inspired by the community of Renata, 

and Wind Tales, which is being released 
in the US this fall under the title Far 
From Home. With Steve Thornton 
and Dave Gluns, she produced the 
photographic coffee table books 
Nelson in Photographs and The West 
Kootenay in Photographs.

The launch, which begins at 7:30, 
takes place in the library basement. 
DeGrace promises a “Maritime 
flavour” to the evening.

submitted
Kootenay Co-op Radio has just 

announced its fall program schedule. 
The full details are available on the 
website, www.cjly.org, but here are 
some highlights.

KCR will air six new shows, four 
of them locally produced.

The popular francophone show 
Méli Mélo returns, after a couple of 
seasons off the air, on Mondays at 4 
pm. Hosts Prudence Breton and Lynn 

Kootenay Co-op Radio announces new season line-up
Chartier will present local news and 
views in French.

Sundays at 2 pm: Luke Joseph 
brings classic rock and classic rock 
lifestyle on Rockasaurus.

Sundays at 11:30 am: the music 
and voices of kids take over the 
airwaves on Chocolate Soup, hosted 
by David Aaron and young guests.

Tuesdays at 2 pm, repeated 
on Saturdays at 7:30 am: Chinese 
Feed returns after a season off. 

Host Lao will explore the history 
of the Chinatown that once existed 
in Nelson.

Two news and public affairs 
shows are being added. Thursdays 
at 11 am: The Green Majority is a 
one-hour national environmental 
news show from CIUT community 
radio in Toronto. 

Saturdays at 2 pm: Red-Eye  has 
been a mainstay of Vancouver Co-op 
Radio for many years.

Shows that will not be returning 
(although KCR expects some to 
come back in the future):

100-Mile Ideas Diet with host 
Anna Planedin; Afrobeat with 
Edmond Segbeaya;  Kootenay 
Review with Aron Jones; Leave it to 
Cleaver with host Rebecca Cleaver; 
New Arts Arisin’ with Josh Wapp; 
Mountain Mantras with host Lynn 
Dragone; Parenting Path with host 
Deb Burnett; Psych Talk with host 

Chris Gibson; Whatever with hosts 
Lise Godin & Deb Burnett.

Kootenay Co-op Radio will have 
85 shows on the air this coming 
season, 74 of them locally produced 
by local people. The result will be 
103 local people on the microphones, 
because some shows have more than 
one host.

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) 

invites Basin youth ages 15-29 
to sign up now for CURRENTS: 
Columbia Basin Trust Youth Water 
Forum 2009, being held in Golden, 
September 25-27 at the Kicking 
Horse River Lodge. 

In this experiential field-based 

Columbia Basin Trust invites youth to water forum
weekend, participants will take 
to the river and learn about water 
quality, water conservation, and 
aquatic wildlife habitats, and will 
have the opportunity to start a 
project on one of these topics in their 
community. Participants will also 
have a chance to learn interactively 
about the Columbia River Treaty, an 

international agreement that is at the 
heart of CBT’s creation and one that 
impacts the entire Columbia Basin. 

“We know youth are ready 
to connect with us on significant 
issues, and that they have the 
ability to impact decisions in their 
communities. That’s why it’s 
important for us to work with and 

engage young people in local water 
issues,” said CBT program manager 
Heather Mitchell. “…This forum is 
an opportunity for youth to become 
informed champions for water issues 
in the Basin through fun, interactive 
sessions.”

Participants will also partake in 
a canoeing adventure with North 
Woods Canoe in which everyone will 
learn about Columbia River history, 
geology and wildlife of the area. 
Canoes are wheelchair accessible.

Approximately 40 people will be 
accepted to participate in the forum, 
which includes lodging, meals and 
all activities, free of charge. Register 
online until September 14 at www.
cbt.org/currents. 

For more information on the 
CURRENTS Youth Water Forum, 
contact Heather Mitchell, Program 
Manager, Water Initiatives at 1-800-
505-8998 or hmitchell@cbt.org.

by Katrine Campbell
Residents with RR #1 New 

Denver addresses were surprised 

Canada Post: your mailing address might change next year
to find a notice in their mailboxes 
in mid-September informing them 
their addresses were about to change.

Canada Post is compiling a 
database which will allow it to 
use street addresses instead of the 
current comp/site/RR addresses. The 
changeover has no firm date, but is 
likely to be sometime in 2010.

Delivery Service Specialist 
Sukhbinder Khella said it would be 
easier for the post office to deliver 
mail, some of which is addressed 
to the street and not the box – for 
example, mail from BC Assessment.

At the same time, the green boxes 
will be replaced by Community Mail 
Boxes (CMBs), which will allow 
people to send mail and to pick 
up parcels without having to go to 
the post office. Each box has an 
outgoing mail slot and a large parcel 
compartment; the delivery contractor 
puts your parcel in the box, the key 
in your mail compartment, and you 
collect your parcel and drop the key 
into the mail slot. 

Khella said they’re collecting 
the information requested (names 
of everyone in the household who 
receives mail, phone number, 
mailing address and street address) 
well in advance to ensure they get 
all the information by the time of the 
changeover.

submitted
On September 21 Selkirk College’s 

Mir Centre for Peace will mark the 
International Day of Peace with an 
evening of meaningful conversations, 
passionate guest speakers, entertainment 
and the launch of a major fundraising 

Selkirk College celebrates 
UN International Day of Peace 

campaign for the centre’s lecture series.
The Spirit of Peace will be hosted 

by Linda Wilkinson, Department Head 
of International Education, and will 
include feature speakers John Verigin 
Jr., Executive Director of the Union 
of Spiritual Communities of Christ, 
and Dr. Duncan Grady, Instructor of 
Health & Human Services. The Vision 
of Peace Choir and the Corazón vocal 
ensemble will perform, followed by tea 
and refreshments. 

The goal is to raise $200,000. 
Funds raised will go directly into the 
Mir Centre Speaker Series Endowment 
and the annual return on the endowment 
investment will help support the lecture 
series for years to come.

The event takes place at the Brilliant 
Cultural Centre in Castlegar at 6:30 
pm September 21. Tickets are $10 in 
advance, $15 at the door and $8 for 
students, and are available at all Selkirk 
College campuses, Otter Books in Nelson 
and the Castlegar and District Library.

Little Jake gets 
animated
submitted

Jake Conkin’s novels are going 
places. The Ootischenia author reports 
that two Vancouver producers, Marilyn 
Thomas of Monkey Ink Media and 
Tracey Mack of Urban Safari Productions 
have purchased the rights to Little Jake’s 
Cowdog and Little Jake and the Intruder.
They have formed a joint production 
company, Little Jake Productions Inc., 
for the purpose of animating webisodes, 
possible games and  a TV series.

A first episode has now been 
animated and Conkin says, “It was very 
exciting to see the storyline come to life!”
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McCrory Electric Ltd.
623- 4 MILE CREEK ROAD, SILVERTON

phone 250-358-2576
cell 250-919-2900
e-mail mccroryelectric@gmail.com

End of the Season Sale starts NOW!
It will run until September 27.

You can find us at the bottom of  the main street of  
New Denver!

Come check us out!

We will be closed on September 27 at 6 pm.
We will be reopening on the May long weekend 2010.
Thanks for your support this year - See you next year!

submitted
Sometimes it’s OK to see 

red. The flashing bright red 
of thousands upon thousands 
of spawning kokanee that is. 
This is the sight on offer at 
the Meadow Creek Spawning 
Channel open house to be held 
Saturday September 12, between 
11 am and 3 pm. The free event 
is being hosted by the Fish & 
Wildlife Compensation Program 
(FWCP) and the BC Ministry 
of Environment (MOE) which 
jointly manage the spawning 
channel.  

Each year 3,000-5,000 deep 
red kokanee make their way 
into the Duncan River at the top 
end of Kootenay Lake and then 
“home” into Meadow Creek 
Spawning Channel.   

 “A large part of the 
channel’s success is due to the 
relatively high and consistent 
egg-to-fry survival rates,” says 
Jeff Burrows, chair of the FWCP 
Fish Technical Committee and 
senior fisheries biologist with 
MOE. “In natural streams the 
egg-to-fry survival rate is usually 
less than 15% but, due to careful 

monitoring and management of 
water flows and spawning gravel 
condition, the survival rate in 
this channel is usually just under 
50%.” That means for every 
100 eggs deposited in the fall, 
nearly 50 fry exit the channel the 
following spring. The channel 
usually receives more than 40 
million eggs each year.

The  3 .3-km looping 
spawning channel was the largest 
of its kind in the world when 
it was built in 1967, with BC 
Hydro funds, compensating 
for upstream spawning habitat 
lost due to the construction of 
Duncan Dam. To this day the 
channel continues to play a very 
important role for kokanee; 
it accounts for about 75% of 
total kokanee fry production in 
Kootenay Lake. 

While the spawning channel 
is open to the public for the 
duration of the spawning season 
(unless there is unusually high 
bear activity), the open house 
provides an opportunity for 
the public to ask questions of 
biologists about the kokanee and 
the Nutrient Restoration program 

of Kootenay Lake. 
“Since 1992 the FWCP 

and MOE have been adding 
nutrients to Kootenay Lake 
and it is widely viewed as one 
of the most successful large-
lake restoration projects in the 
world,” says FWCP public 
representative Grant Trower. 
“It helps the kokanee, which is 
considered a keystone species 
and important prey for predator 
fish; the Gerrard rainbow and 
bull trout thrive here because of 
the bountiful kokanee.”

The FWCP works on behalf 
of its program partners, the 
Ministry of Environment, BC 
Hydro, and Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada, to conserve and enhance 
fish and wildlife impacted by the 
construction of BC Hydro dams. 

For the latest information 
on the status of Meadow Creek 
Spawning Channel (including 
any closures due to bears), and 
the Open House, visit www.
fwcp.ca or call 250-352-6874. 

The spawning channel is 
located approximately 4 km 
north west of Meadow Creek off 
Highway 31. 

Seeing red at the Meadow Creek Spawning Channel

The 10th annual Slocan Valley Fall Fair on august 30 at the Winlaw Hall was great fun. aggregate 
winners, from left to right, were: brian Verigin (adult male); Susan appleby (adult female); erynn 

davis (13-18 year old); bradley Spurge (9-12 year old); aaron Spurge (5-8 year old).

by Katrine Campbell
Reconstruction of the major 

washout on the Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail is well under way, 
says SV Heritage Trail Society 
vice-chair Rory Lindsay. 

Because the damage was 
in a riparian (riverbank) area, 
the fix required “more than 

Slocan Valley Rail trail washout area under reconstruction
just calling in a cat, putting in 
a culvert and filling” the hole.

“Everything has to be done 
to a very high standard. There 
were a lot of environmental 
concerns and it had to be 
engineered ,  tak ing in to 
consideration the 200-year 
flood limit and the nature of 

the river.
“Any remediation had to be 

done so as not to cause silt to 
go into the river. A biologist’s 
assessment was necessary too, 
to incorporate things that would 
help the fish.”

The engineering report 
called for 900 cubic metres – 
more than a hundred dumptruck 
loads – of rip-rap and a silt 
fence along the water line so no 
fill would end up in the water. 

The damage was caused in 
May 2008 by a culvert giving 
way at Kozy Creek, washing 
down a large amount of gravel 
which totally buried the rail trail 
culvert. Water diverted into a 
seasonal wetland on the east 
side of the trail, north of Kozy 
Creek, and created a lake. The 
water found a weak point in 
the rail bed and took out a 150 
m stretch. 

The culvert at Kozy Creek 
was replaced with a much larger 
culvert and work continues 
on filling the dip; some of the 
material is being taken from the 

rail bed itself, causing a slight 
dip in the grade.

The work should  be 
finished by September 25, 
Lindsay says. In the meantime, 

the trail is open on weekends, 
but weekdays the five km 
stretch between the access 
points at Kosiancic Rd. and 
Evin Rd. has been closed.

submitted
Good music, good treats, 

and good company – that’s 
what you can look forward 
to  September  12  when 
Thistledowne plays at the 
Vallican Whole.

Lead singer Aspen Switzer 
is just back from a full week at 
the Fringe Festival in Victoria, 
and Jesse Lee and Jessa 
Koerber have been with her 
as Thistledowne at the Salmon 
Arm Roots and Blues and 

Thistledowne this weekend at the Whole
Cranbrook’s Idlewild Festival. 
All from the Kootenays, they are 
getting good reviews wherever 
they play, from audiences and 
from other musicians.

Advance tickets are on sale 
at Jennie’s Books in Winlaw, 
Eddy Music in Nelson, or online 
at aspenswitzer.com. Doors and 
treats at 7 pm, concert at 8. 

The Vallican Whole is at 
3762 Little Slocan River Road. 
Watch for our brand new road 
signs!

come see the kokanee spawning at Meadow creek Spawning channel on September 12.


