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by Jan McMurray
The Summit Lake Ski and 

Snowboard Area’s excellent 2022 
season just got even better. On 
March 31, the Province announced 
a Rural Development grant of 
$699,150 for improvements at the 
local hill.

“What a great surprise!” said 
Mike Webster, board member of 
the Nakusp Ski Club, the non-
profit society that manages the 
hill. “We applied for the grant in 
October 2020 and were initially 
turned down. We’ve just found out 
that we got the grant, so we have a 
lot of planning yet to do – but we 
hope to get started this construction 
season.”

Webster said the project will 
include building a new shed for 
the groomer, an operator’s booth 
for the handle tow lift, and a new 
addition for the day lodge.

“We want to have a facility that 
is attractive for other groups to rent 
out throughout the year,” Webster 
said. “Lots of other hills encourage 
cycling, and that’s a natural fit for 
us. The opportunity is there to 
enhance year-round recreational 
opportunities at Summit Lake.”

Webster said the groomer shed 
and handle tow operator’s booth 
would likely be built this season, 
but the day lodge addition will 
probably have to wait until next 
year.

“The day lodge is something 
we’ve been wanting to do for 
years,” said Club President Eric 
Waterfield. “But with today’s 
prices and building code standards, 
we’ll have to re-visit the design and 
the budget, and we’ll have to go 
after more funding.”

About 10 years ago, the club 
was able to start building the 
new day lodge with funding 
from Columbia Basin Trust and 
Kootenay Savings Community 
Foundation. They built a new 
rental shop, washrooms and ski 

Fisher Vibe-Coleman braves competing in the Slush Cup at the Summit Lake Ski and 
Snowboard Area’s Spring Carnival, March 26.

Big grant announced for Summit Lake Ski and Snowboard Area
patrol office. Now, they hope to 
finish off the new building by 
replacing the old eating area and 
kitchen with the new addition.

Every year, the hill hosts the 
school program, the Nancy Greene 
program, the high school ski and 
board team, the Club Races, Friday 
night skiing, and the grand finale – 
the Spring Carnival.

The school program sees 
students from all School District 10 
(Arrow Lakes) schools take lessons 
at the hill as part of their phys ed 
program. The high school ski and 
board team members practice at the 
hill on Saturdays, and the Nancy 
Greene racing program for children 
aged 5-12 happens on Sundays. 
Interfor sponsors one Friday ski 
night every season, with free skiing 
and hot chocolate for all. The Club 
Races were held February 13 this 
year and had about 90 participants 
of all ages, with trophies going to 
Kate Watt, Emily Hembling and 
Alanna Minchen. 

“We have an incredible group 
of volunteers who come together 
to pull off the Club Races. It’s 
always a really fun day,” said 
Aidan McLaren-Caux, chair of the 
Nancy Greene program.

This year, Claire Jackson ran 
the school program and was one 
of the coaches for the high school 
ski team and for the Nancy Greene 
skiers. “She did an incredible job!” 
said McLaren-Caux.

Other high school team coaches 
include Adam McQuair, Carly 
Thorpe, Noel Ballard and Sydney 
Bone; and Nancy Greene coaches 
were Aidan McLaren-Caux, Dease 
Hembling, Cory Peglar and Forest 
Humphries.

“My kids have been in the 
Nancy Green program for four or 
five years and it has grown quite a 
bit,” McLaren-Caux said. “There 
were nine kids when they started, 
and this year, there were 34. Like 
most things around here, a lot of 

parents and other volunteers have 
kept it going, so I hope we can keep 
building the program because it’s 
such a great activity for the kids.”

The season started out strong 
with a new cable on the T-bar lift 
and a very well running groomer 
– a Rosebery resident rebuilt 
the groomer last summer. And 
the fact that it was a good snow 
year was a big help, too. The hill 
opened December 26 and ran right 
through to March 26 for the Spring 
Carnival with its hilarious Slush 
Cup and Dummy Race.

“The hill is really important 
for our kids and everyone to 
get outside and be active in the 
winter,” said Waterfield. “We 
stayed open for the last two years 
during COVID, even though we 
couldn’t run the kitchen and people 
couldn’t linger in the lodge – they 
could only come in to get their 
pass and equipment and use the 
washroom. The community is so 
supportive, and the schools, too.”

C.J. Wright competes in the Slush Cup, one of the signature events at Summit Lake’s year-end carnival.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Biologists and volunteers 
working to protect an endangered 
caribou herd living around the Arrow 
Lakes say eight pregnant females 
from the herd have been safely 
captured and are “adapting nicely” 
to their maternity pen.

A team of  exper ts  us ing 
helicopters and snow machines 
captured seven adult females and 
one yearling female caribou from 
three locations northeast of Nakusp 
on March 24. They were moved to 
a fenced, protective pen on a bench 
above the Nakusp hot springs.

“The caribou are doing well, 
acclimating to the pen environment 
and enjoying the lichen that was 
picked and dried for them by many 
helpers,” says Hugh Watt, chair of 
the Arrow Lakes Caribou Society, 
which sponsored the project and built 
the enclosure. “We are very happy 
with how the pen turned out and the 

Snug in maternity den, Arrow Lakes caribou moms-to-be settling in
habitat that it contains. It encircles an 
old hemlock forest with quite a bit of 
natural lichen in it.”

It took 32 people divided 
into three teams to execute the 
plan, using three helicopters, two 
snowmobiles and two skimmers. 
Among the capture experts were 
pilots, members of the provincial 
government Caribou Recovery Team, 
local foresters, biologists, First 
Nations representatives, and ALCS 
volunteers. 

Caribou were captured and flown 
to the vicinity of the maternity pen 
by one team, and then transported 
carefully to the pen via snowmobile 
and skimmer by the second crew. 
At the pen, a third team of wildlife 
veterinarians and volunteers checked 
the animals and collected baseline 
samples and data.

“We had good weather conditions 
and the day went smoothly,” says 
Watt. “We did extensive pre-planning, 
including a large logistics meeting 

the evening before. A huge depth of 
knowledge and expertise from a large 
group went into this effort.”

The caribou will be kept in the 
pen through calving in May, until late 
July or August, depending on various 
factors including temperatures in 
the pen.

The ALCS is asking the public 
to be respectful and supportive of the 
effort to give the caribou a secure, 
safe, and quiet place to give birth. 
A controlled access zone has been 
installed on Kuskanax Forest Service 

Road in the immediate vicinity of the 
maternity pen, starting just past the 
Peter Roulston trailhead. 

A gate and information signage 
were installed at the entrance to 
the pen. The gate will be closed as 
necessary during critical times – for 
example, during calving in May. 

“A slow, quiet, and respectful 
access will be possible as per 
instructions on the signage and 
under the direction of ALCS and the 
BC Caribou Recovery Program,” 
says an ALCS news release. “Sound 

management in the vicinity of the 
pen will be paramount to minimize 
disturbance to the caribou.”

The maternity pen represents a 
last-ditch effort to save the critically 
endangered Southern Mountain 
Central Selkirk caribou herd, which 
has dwindled from 98 to just 28 
animals in the last two decades.

You can follow the project 
on the ALCS website, www.
arrowlakescaribousociety.com, or 
by checking the society’s Facebook 
or Instagram pages.

All eight caribou in the Central Selkirk Maternity Pen with one of their feeding troughs in the foreground, March 25.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

30 years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

SEASONAL/SUMMER 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for 
the following:

• NIMC - Museum Attendants (Non-student): Part time 
seasonal hours available from May to September 30. 
Wage $17.48/hour

• NIMC - Museum Assistants (Student): Open to indi-
viduals between 15-30 years of age. Hours: 9:30-5:30 
– 30-35/hrs per week for up to 16 weeks. Positions MAY 
start as early as May. Wage $15.20/hour. 

• Summer Groundskeeper (Student) – two positions 
available: Open to individuals between 15-30 years 
of age. 35 hours per week for up to 16 weeks.  Wage 
$15.20/hour

*Summer student positions will be dependant on grant funding*

Applications including cover letter and resume, including refer-
ences, can be sent to:
Village of New Denver, Attention: Lisa Scott, CAO
P.O. Box 40, New Denver  BC  V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca

PRECAUTIONARY BOIL WATER 
NOTICE IN EFFECT APRIL 4

The Village of New Denver Water System is on a precautionary 
boil water notice beginning at 6:00 a.m. on Monday, April 4, for 
a minimum of 2 weeks. This boil water notice will not be lifted 
until approved by Interior Health and Public Notice is provided.
Why a boil water notice? The Denver Siding water system 
has been on a long-standing boil water notice. The Village 
is expanding its water system to connect and supply potable 
water to Denver Siding. During this initial transition period a 
precautionary boil water notice is in place while cleaning and 
flushing occurs in the Denver Siding system.

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A West Kootenay woman has used 
a long-lost family letter to track down 
relatives in Ukraine.

Terran Ambrosone says the contents 
of the letter that recently came to her 
allowed her to find two of her relatives 
in the war-torn country.

“It has been an emotional roller-
coaster,” she told the Valley Voice. “I 
have cried so much.”

Ambrosone has posted the story of 
her journey to Facebook, and reached out 
to local supporters of Ukraine to help her 
in her cause. The story starts just a few 
weeks ago – but has also been part of her 
life, and that of her father, Nick Klapper.

“I don’t think that man had a happy a 
day in his life,” she says matter-of-factly. 
“He was tortured by the past. During the 
war, he was taken by the Nazis to work 
for them; he was in concentration camps. 
Horrifying stories. He suffered greatly, 
the things he saw.”

The whole Klapper family 
experienced first-hand some of the 
worst events of the 20th century from 
their home in the Ukrainian city of 
Lutsk: the Stalinist political purges, 
the Soviet-caused Ukrainian famine, 
known as the Holodomor, World War II 
and the Holocaust. The family was torn 
apart and Ambrosone’s father came to 
Canada after the war, a damaged man 
who thought his family dead. He settled 
in Castlegar and worked as a custodian 
at Woodland Park School.

“He hadn’t any contact with his 
family since the Second World War,” 
says Ambrosone.

However, Klapper did receive at 
least one letter from his sister Lena 
– Ambrosone’s aunt – in the 1970s. 
He had to have it translated by a local 
woman, Anna Gattinger, as he had lost 
his language in the intervening years, 
says Ambrosone. 
Family history unearthed

His sister’s letter reads in part like 
a tragedy, recounting 40 years of hard 
times, births and deaths, and small joys 
within crushing circumstances.

“After our beloved mother died, then 
Father lost his reasoning,” she reported 
to her brother in one paragraph.  “…He 

Ukrainian invasion impact comes home through long-lost letter
lived in poverty, used up everything, and 
people started to help us… I was very 
sick. There was no hope.”

She ends with a heartfelt plea: “Just 
two of us left now and I am your only 
sister and you are my only brother. Let 
our meeting be full of love, dearest 
Kolya,” she said, using her pet name 
for her brother. “In the name of God 
please consider and do not delay. You 
do not know what we went through.” 
But Klapper never responded. And he 
would never tell his daughter the letter’s 
contents. “I was 14. I begged my father 
to share it with me,” recalls Ambrosone. 
“But I think it was just too painful.”

Then in March, Russia launched 
its invasion of Ukraine. Watching the 
footage on TV, Ambrosone happened 
to think of that letter, and her long-lost 
relations.
Letter found

Then, coincidentally, just days after 
the invasion of Ukraine began – the letter 
came back in her life. She was contacted 
by some friends of hers who had recently 
lost their mother. Polly Chernoff was a 
long-time friend of the Klappers, and 
while going through her papers they 
found a translated copy of the letter. They 
gave it to Ambrosone, who’s now shared 
the heartbreaking contents.

“It was so totally serendipitous, and 
meant to be,” she says. It also spurred 
her to action.

Ambrosone decided to find if any of 
the long-lost relatives mentioned in the 
letter – her cousins and second-cousins 
– were alive and safe. 

“I realized, I have family there,” 
she says. “And they’re having to suffer 
through yet another war, and maybe my 
father failed to take action because the 
trauma was too deep, but maybe I can 
do something.”

It actually didn’t take that long. 
Using Facebook and Google Translate, 
she tracked down one cousin, Petro, 
still living in Lutsk. His sister Karolina 
is living in Slovakia. She’s just been in 
initial touch, but is trying to determine if 
Petro or any other family members want 
to come to Canada as refugees.

“Petro says it’s quiet there now, but 
they are not safe. They have to get out,” 
she says. “I told them, whatever they 

need please let me know. I would move 
mountains to make sure they’re safe.”
Local support

Ambrosone is not likely the only 
local considering supporting Ukrainian 
refugees to come to Canada. Hundreds of 
thousands of BC residents of Ukrainian 
descent have organized to respond to the 
humanitarian crisis.

Castlegar nurse Olga Hallborg is 
one of them. She’s helped organize 
local rallies in support of the embattled 
country, has set up Facebook networking 
pages and supported people raising 
money for her home of origin. She’s 
helped Ambrosone find her family, and 
has helped others sponsor Ukrainian 
refugees to come to this country.

She says the first thing Ambrosone 
has to do is assess her cousin’s situation, 
if they want to come to Canada. Then 
she would have to start the fast-tracked 
Canada Immigration process to complete 
the necessary paperwork.

But getting them here is only one 
major hurdle. She says the Ukrainian 
immigrants would face difficult times 
trying to settle in the Kootenays.

“I’m pretty sure people would like 
to come here; we have nice people 
and beautiful nature,” she says. “But 
employment opportunities here are 
not as ideal as they would be in more 
populated areas.” (Since the interview, 
the federal government has started a job 
bank page to match Ukrainian refugees 
with employers).

That’s also the situation for language 
support (few would speak English), 
housing, and other challenges.

Even with the special support of 
the Canadian government, she doubts 
anyone but the well-off would be able 
to pull up roots and support themselves 
in this region.
Other ways to help

Plenty of options have been made 
available for Canadians to help with their 
pocketbook, which is the most useful 
way for most, says Hallborg. 

Humanitarian agencies like the Red 
Cross, Phoenix Wings, and the Maple 
Hope Foundation raise money for 
services for refugees, medical supplies, 
and other aid. The Canadian Ukrainian 
Congress and Canadian Ukrainian 

Foundation currently have fundraising 
drives as well. 

“We as a world community, we 
are observing another member of our 
community suffer, and it is across 
generations – our elderly, our children 

are in the same boat,” says Hallborg. 
“The psychological impact, the effect on 
a psychological level across generations 
can have a devastating effect on us too.

“Donating can help. It can help us if 
we feel we are helping somehow.”

by John Boivin, Local journalism 
Initiative reporter

More than double the usual amount 
of snowfall for this time of year was 
recorded at a weather station near 
the Duncan Dam, pushing the West 
Kootenay to the top of the provincial 
snowpack list in March.

At one point, the automated weather 
station called the Duncan Lake Dam 2 
site recorded more than two-and-a-half 
times the snowpack as normal for this 
time of year – 264%. That far exceeds 
the snowpack recorded in other parts of 
the West Kootenay – 102% at Barnes 
Creek, 123% at St. Leon’s near Nakusp, 
and 138% at East Creek, also in the 
northeast of the region.

It made the West Kootenay the 
highest snowpack region at 142%, with 
the Upper Fraser East second at 139%, 
notes the River Forecast Centre. But 
it also adds an asterisk to the Duncan 
Lake statistic.

“Note, the lower elevation site 

Huge snowpack at Duncan Lake monitoring station skews West Kootenay numbers
2C07AP Duncan Lake Dam 2 is skewing 
the West Kootenay percentage high,” 
it notes. “Most regions in the province 
remained level or decreased slightly 
relative to percent of median average 
since March 1st.” By month’s end, the 
readings at Duncan Dam 2 had levelled 
off, down to 172% of normal for this time 
of year. The West Kootenay dropped to 
second place, with 124% of the regular 
snowpack. Upper Fraser East now has 
a higher average level of snow for this 
time of year.

The lowest regions are the Lower 
Fraser at 94%, and the East Kootenay 
at 100% of normal snowpack for this 
time of year, says the centre. Overall, the 
provincial number is about 112%.
La Nina rules

Relatively dry and cool conditions 
prevailed for most of the month of 
March, and unsettled weather was 
expected to continue into the spring as 
La Nina conditions prevail. Often, during 
La Nina years like 2022, temperatures 

can remain cooler through March and 
April, resulting in possible higher late-
season snowpack accumulation than in 
typical years. “The mountain snowpack 
accumulation season can extend for 
another one to two months,” caution 
forecasters. 

“The slightly below-normal to 
above-normal snowpack conditions 
indicate an increased risk for snowmelt-
related flooding during spring 2022 for 
much of the province.”



The Valley Voice   April 7, 2022   4

The Valley Voice   Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
Phone/Fax: 1-833-501-1700 E-Mail: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca Website: www.valleyvoice.ca
Publisher - Dan nicholson • Editor - Jan McMurray • Food Editor Emeritus - anDrew rhoDes

Reporters - Joanne Feenstra, Moe lyons & Kathy hartMan
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter - John Boivin This posiTion is funded by The GovernmenT o

Published and printed in British Columbia, Canada
The Valley Voice is distributed throughout the Slocan and Arrow Lake Valleys from South Slocan/Playmor Junction to Edgewood and Kaslo on Kootenay Lake.

Circulation is 7,600 papers, providing the most complete news and advertising coverage of any single newspaper serving this area.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: CANADA $54.60, USA $84.00, OVERSEAS $126.00. E-Mail Subscription $22.40 (Prices include GST)

Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement #40021191

OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

Scary prospects?
Of the many facts and studies 

that have been brought out in ‘Voices 
from the Valleys’ pointing to the 
dangers of vaccination, there is one 
body of evidence that has been 
completely overlooked.

It points to a frightening Phizer 
crossover into the animal kingdom.

As author Michael Branch 
recounts in his well researched 
book, On the Trail of the Jackalope, 
these used to be a very rare animal. 
First discovered in Wyoming in the 
1930s, the aggressive jackalope has 
the body of a jackrabbit and horns 
like an antelope. Since then, their 
range has been spreading but very 
slowly because they can only mate 
successfully during a lightning 
storm.

Back door 
subsidization 
of fossil fuel 
companies

Not surprising that Alberta’s 
beleaguered premier would come 
up with a plan to reduce the cost 
of gas so that his charges wouldn’t 
have to choose other ways to stretch 
their energy budgets, but Premier 
Horgan’s mimicking is really a little 
surprising. A month ago, progressive 
voters were demanding that BC stop 
subsidizing fossil fuels for the good 
of the environment, but the plan to 
give every driver in the province 
$110 to help them weather the high 
fuel costs doesn’t seem to be meeting 
with much opposition. Surely any 
intelligent person can recognize 
this as back door subsidization of 
fossil fuel companies. Shouldn’t our 
government be advising people to 
carpool, take the bus or the bicycle, 
or stop hauling themselves around 
in an F-350 instead of encouraging 
more greenhouse gas production?

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Till now. Recent independent 
studies suggest that Phizer traces in 
groundwater have led to a prolific 
expansion in numbers and territory 
of this concerning species in only two 
years, which could eradicate many 
species here, including our own.

Enough said, reach your own 
conclusions.

Rik Valentine
Argenta

To repeat myself
This is a quick note in response 

to the letter to the editor titled ‘Bias’ 
in the March 24 issue. I have made 
this point before, but will repeat it.

I do not respond to verbal 
attacks, gaslighting, projection, 
threats, belittling, sarcasm, character 
assassination, or any other smear 
tactics. The vast majority of the 
responses I have gotten to my letters 
over the past two years have been 
extremely positive, whether they be 
published or from people who look 
me up or stop me on the street to 
thank me. The few who spew their 
hatred and cynicism on what looks 
like an easy target will get no rise 
out of me, nor will I sink so low as 
to respond in kind.

If anyone has specific issues with 
or questions about the information 
I share, state them politely, after 
looking thoroughly into both sides 
of the issue yourself. Otherwise, be 
as nasty as you like, but to me, it is 
water off a duck’s back. I have more 
important things to do than engage.

Lisa Ross
Kaslo

The price we pay 
for development

What price do we pay for an 
improved economy for a few people? 
Is your town thinking of supporting 
heli-skiing, heli-hiking or a ski hill 
tourist trap? Well, think hard about 
what you want – a peaceful place 
to live or a place where your kids 
can’t buy a house because city 

people have discovered your town 
and have bought up all available 
housing for their summer or winter 
home and are driving up real estate 
values and crime rates. Think about 
why you moved where you are and 
what it will become when thousands 
of people come to your town. It will 
change your quality of life and when 
it’s done, there is no taking it back. 

In Kaslo between December 
and March, we hear up to 25-30 
helicopters flying around town on a 
bad day, and there is talk of summer 
heli-hiking. They are wonderful 
machines in the air but on the ground, 
they are very disturbing from a long 
way away and they have ruined our 
quality of life. 

Like a friend said on her 50th 
wedding anniversary about her 
husband, “I should have been more 
specific in my prayers.”

Phil Trotter
Kaslo

Proposed raise 
for SD 10 trustees 

The Canadian Union of Public 
Employees, Local 2450 is extremely 
disappointed with the recent proposal 
to amend SD 10 Policy 190, which 
would see the annual increases to 
renumeration stipends for the chair 
and trustees tied to the BC Consumer 
Price Index rate.

The Canadian Union of Public 
Employees, Local 2450 represents 
over 75 employees within the 
school district. Our members are 
administrative assistants, bus drivers, 
custodians, education assistants, 
Strong Start coordinators, carpenters, 
grounds maintenance and a mechanic 
and we are struggling with the 
substantial increases for food, 
housing and transportation. 

Within School District 10 Arrow 
Lakes, we have seen an erosion to our 
working hours where other school 
districts have made a concerted effort 
to provide whole jobs of 30 hours or 
more a week and we have fallen short 
for over a decade in wage increases 
which fall significantly short of 
inflation.

Our members who provided 
child care and respite to essential 
service workers throughout the 
pandemic do not see wage increases 
tied to the Consumer Price Index!

Our members who provided safe, 
sanitized, clean schools throughout 
the pandemic do not see wage 
increases tied to the Consumer Price 

Index!
Our members who provided 

safe, sanitized, clean transportation 
throughout the pandemic do not see 
wage increases tied to the Consumer 
Price Index!

Our members who ensured 
children and families were provided 
a safe and welcoming environment, 
do not see wage increases tied to the 
Consumer Price Index!

Our letters to the School District 
10 Board identifying inequities 
throughout the pandemic have been 
met with silence.

Respectfully, your frontline 
employees are disappointed and 
frustrated.

The Canadian Union of 
Public Employees, Local 2450

Nakusp

Change is 
necessary

War is a distraction! Do not 
forget what was just happening 
before all the propaganda of a war! 
This is what governments do when 
they are losing faith with the people. 
There are a few government bodies 
around our world globally that are 
now practicing deceitful behaviour 
to manipulate public order! They 
are finished and descending, fading, 
receding from a growing light! The 
Sun Age Is Time... Stay Bright!

An Arrow of Truth! This is just 
the way it is at this moment!

Please stay present and vigilant 
in your communities and continue 
to discuss the changes necessary for 
new beliefs that will create a new 
foundational collective focus, a new 
world collective community we 
can move forward upon a real new 
beginning.

They want to sweep all the 
very current and very recent crimes 
against humanity up under the rug! 
Then they will wish to repeat it 
again! “Tweedle Dee, Tweedle Dum” 
Agreed to have a battle…

Stand together! Think outside 
any box! Communion, Organization, 
Transparency, Simplicity, Wellness, 
Basic Needs, Communication...

You are powerful! Speak ...
One Happy Healthy Holy 

(Whole) Humanity. Humans Being 
Blue Planet Turtle Island Mother 
Earth. Our Cosmic Island! May 
the Divine Centre of all peoples in 
harm’s way be Illuminated. May they 
be held by our love in union and find 
their safety. One Love.

Please... Continue to remain 
open-hearted to others and your 
community and may we all continue 
to look upon ourselves continuing 
to change living, loving and 
growing in wellness and simplicity. 
Learning and growing is the process 
of transmutation and this process 
continues on, beyond this world. 
Understanding a deeper aspect 
of ‘creation,’ one might consider 
becoming more comfortable with 
the process. Breathe, live and let go 
of the shores of what is old, and is 
not serving the growing light. Union.

(This letter was sent March 22.)
Gian Dharam

New Denver

Sigh of relief
Not wearing a mask in public has 

been great for me. I’m enjoying the 
coming of spring and maybe forgetting 
about COVID-19 and the variants that 
have plagued the earth for two years.

Trouble is, with only half the world 
vaccinated, we will likely be seeing 
dangerous variants in the future and 
be donning the mask again, along with 
more invasive jabs of vaccine to try and 
stay ahead of this plague.

The big mistake the USA made was 
to allow the Big Pharma companies like 
Pfizer to control the delivery, cost and 
availability to the world. Originally, 
Pfizer wanted $100 a shot to make up 
their precious batches of vaccine to 
stave off early death. That cost was 
reduced to about $10 a shot and made 
Big Pharma billions in profit.

If you live in a poor country, 
then Big Pharma could not care less 
because you do not have the money 
to save lives. Four billion people on 
earth do not even have one shot of 
vaccine. Who knows what will incubate 
in these poor nations as rich nations 
try and return to normalcy. Coupled 
with air travel, this plague will likely 
spread and contaminate for years to 
come unless we can inoculate the poor 
nations against COVID-19 and the 
many variants.

As I write this, a variant called BA2 
is spreading through Europe and is a 
wave for sure, likely to be heading our 
way soon as government lets down its 
collective guard at the airport and land 
crossings.

While I enjoy being maskless in 
public, I can see that the lack of a true 
COVID-19 victory will bring in more 
mask mandates and more jabs in the 
arm to try and maintain public health.

Rich nations have to offer the 
vaccine at zero or low cost to the poorer 
nations or we will be switching from 
freedom to home jail very soon.

Hey Justin Trudeau! How about 
being a leader for once in your pathetic 
life and offer these poor nations a 
vaccine so the world can truly beat 
COVID-19.

The next pandemic may be ten 
times worse, so let’s behave like good 
adults and do the right thing, before 
World War III breaks out in Europe. 
The clock is ticking, world of humans.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley
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Open letter 
from Kootenay
Boundary Family
Physicians and 
Nurse Practitioners

Everyone in our region has 
been stressed by the COVID-19 
pandemic over the last two years. 
We have all been subjected to a 
barrage of information, advice, and 
instructions – always evolving and 
sometimes conflicting. We write to 
explain our perspectives as family 
practitioners (family physicians and 
nurse practitioners), in the hope of 
building greater trust, respect, and 
confidence in one another.

As healthcare providers, we 
see a number of very worrisome 
and ongoing pandemic-related 
concerns. There is tremendous 
strain on our healthcare system. This 
strain is generated by staff shortages, 
delays to diagnostic and treatment 
procedures and cancellations to 
important surgeries. It has resulted 
in widespread burnout for healthcare 
workers, especially those doing 
heroic work in long-term care, 
emergency rooms, intensive care 
units, and hospital in-patient wards. 
In some cases, these exhausted 
healthcare workers have also endured 
abusive and threatening behaviour 
from members of the public.

Many people in our communities 
are still becoming seriously ill with 
COVID, and lives continue to be lost. 
Many others continue to suffer from 
the chronic effects of long COVID. 
We perceive a growing mistrust 
of scientific evidence provided by 
medical experts, including infectious 
diseases specialists, epidemiologists, 
public health specialists, intensive 
care specialists, and medical 
scientists.

Some people are choosing to 
oppose public health measures, and 
there is ongoing and growing division 
within our communities. Through 
all this there have been enormous 
impacts to our society, including 
social, economic, employment and 
education costs.

One underlying cause of these 
challenges is a breakdown of trust 
and relationships.

Our healthcare system fails us on 
occasion; it is not perfect. However, 
it is among the very best in the world. 
As family physicians and nurse 
practitioners, we encourage you to 
follow public health guidelines, and 
carefully consider whether the source 
of the information you read or hear 
is valid and trustworthy.

Our hope as family physicians 
and nurse practitioners is to, in 
collaboration with you as citizens, 
work towards repairing damaged 
trust and relationships. Our mission 
is always to care for our patients and 
for our community. We are ready to 
talk, advise, inform, help, explain, 
manage, support, and comfort; that 

is our job. If you have any questions, 
call us.

We also ask you to take care of 
yourselves, and each other.

Signed by 31 doctors 
from Nelson, Castlegar, Trail, 

Rossland, Fruitvale, Greenwood 
and Dr. Burkholder 

from New Denver

Arrow Lakes 
carnage at 
multi-year peak

Each time the Arrow Lakes 
water level reaches peak low 
levels, the incipient littoral zone 
biotic community is reset to zero 
(essentially all aquatic life in the lake 
bottom dies). This is most obvious 
in the populations of mussels that 
try to inhabit the zone of water 
fluctuation. Freshwater mussels 
are fragile species that are at risk 
over most of their range. They are 
sensitive to pollution, eutrophication, 
water temperature and fluctuating 
water levels which means that much 
of their habitat is threatened. We 
have been monitoring the mussel 
population in the Arrow Lakes for 
two decades now. As the water 
levels drop, we start to see shoals of 
immature mussels which die upon 
exposure. The lower the water level 
the larger the mussels we see because 
the water is less frequently drawn 
down to that level. 

Right now on the Arrow Lakes 
we are seeing nearly fully mature 
mussels exposed, which means the 
water is at a low level that the lake 
hasn’t been for many years. The 
mussels die and while a number of 
them are eaten by birds, racoons 
and others, hundreds of thousands 
of them just rot in place where they 
later enter Castlegar’s drinking water 
supply when the lake level comes 
up again. The constant resetting of 
the biologically active littoral zone 
to zero is what prevents the Arrow 
Lakes from regaining their former 
productivity for fish, including 
sturgeon and other wildlife. It 
will be many years before there 
is another opportunity to see such 
large beautiful mussels in the Arrow 
Lakes.

The main species of mussel 
that we see is the winged floater 
(Anodonta nuttalliana). This 
intriguing species was first identified 
in a tributary to the Columbia River, 
not far from the Canada/US border 
so it is an ancient resident of the 
area. Like most freshwater mussels, 
it has an intriguing life history where 
it hitches rides on fish in its larval 
stage, which keeps the young from 
being washed away downstream. The 
mussels are important food sources 
for a variety of species including 
sturgeon and formerly people. They 
help to filter the water of floating 
organism and being sensitive to 
pollution and other stresses, are a 
good indicator of water quality.

Frequent visitors to the Arrow 
Lakes will have noted that in recent 

years the Lake level is being kept 
very low for extended periods of 
time. While the amount of water that 
the US is able to draw from the lake is 
ostensibly governed by the Columbia 
River Treaty, the mechanics of how 
the water is managed is kept arcane, 
ostensibly for economic reasons. 
We do know that several western 
American states have started keeping 
water flows higher in their rivers 
to benefit the inhabitants of those 
rivers. We can only hope that they 
are not doing so at the expense of 
species north of the border (including 
people).

Bill and Louisa Chapman
Tarrys

Development in 
New Denver dike 
area misguided

New Denver leases the land 
along the creek from the Province 
where the all-wheels training track, 
parking lot, washroom and other 
developments are planned, and 
there is a covenant on the lease. The 
Village committed to “not commit or 
suffer any willful or voluntary waste, 
spoil or destruction on the Land or 
to do or suffer to be done thereon 
anything that may be or become a 
nuisance or annoyance to the owners 
or occupiers of adjoining land.”

Also, the Village is “not to 
deposit on the Land or any part of it, 
any earth, fill or other material for 
the purpose of filling in or raising the 
level of the Land without the prior 
written consent of the Lessor; not 
to dredge or significantly displace 
beach material on the Land without 
the prior written consent of the 
Lessor.”

The developments will almost 
certainly be a nuisance or annoyance 
to nearby residents, by attracting 
an unacceptable amount of human 
and vehicle traffic near our homes. 
I already live across the street from 
the campground, and I know very 
well the noise and traffic that goes 
with a lot of people using a finite 
area. The quiet and open space on the 
dike provides some kind of balance 
for residents, and tourists use it, too.

I also believe that the development 
will “spoil” and “destroy” valued 
aspects of the land. I expect fill will 
be needed to create the uphill parts 
of the pump track, and this requires 
permission from the Province. I’m 
told there is a plan to take material 
dredged from the marina to create a 
flat place for dogs near there.

As far as I know, a detailed plan, 
with detailed maps, has never been 
released, and I’m wondering if the 
Province has seen detailed plans and 
provided written permission to the 
Village on the specifications for these 
developments? If not, why is the 
Village creating expectations that the 
North Slocan Trails Society can put 
a pump track on that particular site? 
Why is the Village so dead set on 
offending a whole lot of residents to 
put it by the creek, when Centennial 

Park has ample space for it?
The aim to make New Denver a 

mountain bike mecca is misguided, 
simply because it already is! I 
know, because I helped build the 
Galena Trail and was its caretaker 
for the Regional District for years. 
Many tourists bring mountain bikes 
to the campground. In a triangle 
between Bannock Point, Rosebery 
and Sandon, as of two years ago, 
there were 46 mountain bike trails 
covering 143 kilometres. The 
majority are along Carpenter Creek. 
This is on the internet – check out 
trailforks.com. There is no excuse 
for allowing this important form 
of recreation to destroy a village 
greenspace in the middle of town 
when there are a number of other 
sites for it which will not have as 
drastic an effect on residents. 

Craig Pettitt
New Denver

Nature over 
artificial 
development

Assertions by dog owners that 
“everyone” wants the pump track 
on the south side of the creek, or 
that dog owners are the only group 
with legal standing to use the area, 
are mistaken. Some nearby residents 
who don’t have dogs are livid about 
the pump track because it will 
draw a large amount of people and 
traffic into a residential area. Other 
residents question spending wads 
of money for developments next to 
the creek and its occasional torrents.

I have been asked by a Village 
councillor, “Don’t you like kids?” 
But the parking lot and washroom 
clearly aren’t for the village kids. If 
they are for kids, why isn’t the pump 
track being located on the school 
grounds?

Bylaw 598 does permit people 
with dogs to let them off leash. But 
in addition, Bylaw 611 states: “8.2.1. 
Council’s policy is to preserve the 
waterfront and creekfront area for 
park and public use.” Note the word 
“preserve.” That doesn’t mean 
paving it and creating a parking lot.

Section 11.2.6 of Bylaw 611 
states: “Council’s policy is to control 
development of crown-owned 
environmentally sensitive areas 
along the waterfront and creek-
front, and therefore has designated 
these areas as Parks and Open 
Space.” The OCP designates the 
area along the dike for a trail, which 
is now commonly used by residents, 
tourists, and kids with bikes.

It has been said that a plan 
between some dog owners and 
the pump track advocates will 
accommodate people with “different 
accessibility needs.” However, most 
of the area in dispute is open, well-
mowed and flat, and thus is already 
suited for people with different 
accessibility needs – whereas the 
pump track would pave a large part 
of the flat, grassy area, creating hills 
and dips and a jump for mountain 

bikes and skateboards. This will 
not be suitable for walking, or even 
biking, unless you want to go around 
in circles pumping up hills just to go 
down them again.

This pump track, with its parking 
lot, would push the off-leash dog 
area into the unattractive, rocky, 
sometimes steep area nearest the 
lake. To offset this poor site, council 
has proposed spending public 
money to buy devices to create an 
obstacle course for agility training 
for the dogs. It’s bad enough that 
this plan would put a plastic and 
concrete water spray area next to 
a magnificent lake, but now even 
the dogs must have plastic toys, 
whereas a simple ball would give 
them maximum exercise.

The human compulsion to replace 
nature with artificial, constructed 
development fails to see that most 
tourists are suffocated by that kind of 
development at home, and come here 
for the natural values. “Dog friendly 
towns” is a big thing in BC today. 
Apparently, these open spaces draw 
new residents and travellers seeking 
accommodations. There’s a list of 
communities with off-leash areas 
at https://www.petfriendly.ca/dog-
parks/dog-park-bc.php. I stopped 
counting at 40, but the list kept going. 
Castlegar has four of them.

Anne Sherrod
New Denver

World class? On 
what planet?

Did you read the Mayor’s 
Message on New Denver’s Village 
website? Did you think ‘Hey, that 
sounds pretty cool’? Yeah, that was 
the mayor’s intention.

Let’s unpack it: 
“An off-leash area for dogs and 

the ability to walk dogs in this area 
was never left out of the plan.”

True. But none of the potential 
plans are at all reasonable.

“There are members of the public 
that would have you believe that 
Council is unwilling to work with the 
“off leash spokespeople,” however, 
after an informal conversation 
with one of these spokespeople, a 
councillor did meet with another of 
the spokespeople, requesting their 
help and input on how best to develop 
the off-leash space into a fantastic 
off leash area. We have not had a 
response from them on this request.”

Well, that’s … an “informal 
conversation”? What councillor? 
What spokespeople? Where was the 
formal invite from council? 

The three proponents (Heather 
Fox, Danika Hammond, Kathy 
Hartman) have been BEGGING 
council to sit down with them, so 
they can explain why part of the 
field is really needed for dogs and 
their hoomans. And helping council 
“develop” the “fantastic” — and 
totally unsuitable — off-leash area 
would be putting lipstick on a pig.

“We are working with the Slocan 
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Lake Boating Association to use fill 
from the upcoming marina dredging 
project to flatten and improve the off-
leash area west of the proposed (and 
now fully funded) all-wheels park, to 
make it more friendly to those with 
mobility issues. The Village would 
love to have engaged off-leash 
dog walkers be part of the design 
process.”

Does that mean the Village 
would love to have dog walkers be 
part of the design process, or it would 
have loved to have engaged them?

The  much- tou ted  ¡TWO 
ACRES! allotted to the off-leash 
area is a chimera. The map shows 
the truth: the road from the marina 
entrance to the towers, and the 
gravel parking lot at the end, are 
counted as part of the area. Then 
there are the fenced-off TV towers 
and infrastructure, and the fenced-off 
CBC/cell tower and its infrastructure, 
not leaving a lot of the ‘two acres’ for 
the off-leash area.

The lakefront section from the 
creek to the marina looks good on 
a map, but in reality it consists of a 
steep bank from the cell tower to a 
relatively flatter, narrow area, to the 
high water mark. When the lake is 
low, the beach is a boulder field, too 
rocky for dogs to safely run on.

Then there is the northern section 
between the beach and the creek 
which floods and reshapes itself 
every year — it might, or might not, 
be there by the end of summer. So 
where, exactly, would this fill be 
dumped, and what purpose would 
it serve?

By the way, those “possible 
amenities” for dogs? A) they are for 
agility training and competitions, b) 
they only work on flat, open ground 
and c) nobody asked for them. The 
A-frame is $2,290 US before taxes 
and shipping; the tunnel house is 
$3,790, ditto.

No, the mayor’s message is, at 
best, disingenuous and, at worst, 
misleading.

Katrine Campbell
New Denver

Wireless (5G) 
vs fully wired 
network

The title story of the last Valley 
Voice, ‘Municipalities face choices 
as fibre-optic line nears completion’ 
mentions two possibilities: one is a 
“publicly-owned fibre to the home 
network in the ground and the other 
a private internet service delivered 
mostly over the air.”

Tim Ryan, one of the founders 
of Kaslo’s infoNet Society (KiN), 
presented the publicly-owned 
model to Silverton council and to 
other communities in the valley. 
Silverton’s Mayor Ferguson said: 
“We hope to implement the last mile 
into people’s homes. There is no 
sense in not doing that.” 

This is great news and I would 

like to provide more arguments for 
having a wired solution, and not a 
wireless one.

One argument is the exorbitant 
energy consumption of wireless 
devices and 5G.

“A lurking threat behind the 
promise of 5G delivering up to 
1,000 times as much data as today’s 
networks is that 5G could also 
consume up to 1,000 times as 
much energy,” states a report on 
the Environmental Health Trust 
website. (https://ehtrust.org/science/
reports-on-power-consumption-and-
increasing-energy-use-of-wireless-
systems-and-digital-ecosystem/)

Another argument of outmost 
importance: wireless radiation is 
harmful to our health. This is true 
not only for humans, but also for the 
environment. This irrefutable fact is 
proven through many thousands of 
peer-reviewed studies. Some facts 
from Arthur Firstenberg, available at 
www.cellphonetaskforce.org (under 
‘Newsletters’ - FAQs):

1. Isn’t microwave radiation 
natural? Don’t microwaves come 
from the sun and stars? Almost all 
the radiation we receive from the 
universe is the light and heat from 
the sun, not microwave radiation. 
The microwave radiation a person 
receives from an average cell tower 
is millions of times stronger than 
all the microwave radiation from 
the sun and stars. The microwave 
radiation a person’s brain receives 
from their cell phone is billions of 
times stronger than the microwave 
radiation from the sun and stars. 
And the faint microwaves from the 
sun and stars are not pulsed and 
modulated. It is the pulsations and 
modulation that cause much of the 
harm. 

2. If the radiation levels from cell 
phones and cell towers were reduced, 
wouldn’t that make them safe? No. 
It is the informational content, not 
power level, that causes the harm. 
A cell phone exposes the brain to 
microwave radiation at roughly 10 
milliwatts per square centimetre. 
At power levels one trillion times 
lower than that, microwave radiation 
has been shown to affect ovulation, 
the immune system, plant growth, 
human brain waves, and the structure 
of DNA. 

3. Don’t we need more studies 
before we know if microwaves are 
dangerous? No. We already had 
10,000 studies by 1980. Today we 
have at least 30,000 studies. There 
are more studies showing harm from 
microwaves and radiofrequency 
radiation than from any other 
pollutants except tobacco smoke 
and mercury. 

4. What are the alternatives? The 
alternative is wires. Wired phones. 
Wired computers. Wires are what we 
had before wireless and are superior 
in every way. Wireless is convenient, 
but for the sake of convenience we 
are harming ourselves in real time. 

Available for downloading on 

the Newsletter page. Go to www.
cellphonetaskforce.org/

It’s a no-brainer for me, fibre-
optics into my home and no wireless 
network.

Wulf Mense
Winlaw

Here we go 
again

1. T. Orlando cites “evidenced-
based medicine information” by 
Dr. Paul Alexander in his letters 
of March 10 and 24 in this paper. 
Dr. Alexander was hired by the 
Trump administration to pressure 
federal scientists and public health 
organizations to suppress and edit 
their COVID-19 analyses to make 
them consistent with Trump’s 
rhetoric. Evidenced-based science? 
The exact opposite: falsifying the 
truth and spreading falsehood all 
through the country, and even calling 
it ‘Children’s Health Defence.’ Such 
letters spread not only lies, they 
are criminal! Check out ‘Dr. Paul 
Alexander’ and you see for yourself.

2. T. Orlando also cites Dr. 
Peter McCullough in his letter, 
‘Show me’ in the March 10 issue 
of the VV as an authority on the 
ineffectiveness of COVID-19 
vaccines. Dr. McCullough is closely 
associated with Trump Media Corp 
and ‘Rumble,’ a US right-wing 
media platform, intent on spreading 
false information on COVID-19 and 
the vaccines. Yes, even vaccinated 
people can spread the coronavirus, 
but the unvaccinated suffer way more 
severe illness.

Now to his ‘Show me’: You, 
T. Orlando, have to look only 
at the national and international 
newspapers and TV channels to see 
where the most unvaccinated are 
and how they are faring. And how 
the countries are doing, where the 
COVID-19 restrictions have been 
eased or suspended altogether. Don’t 
you see/read what is happening in 
Germany, South Africa, Shanghai? 
Why don’t you quote us from the 
New York Times, the Manchester 
Guardian, the Zuricher Neue 
Zeitung, the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
instead of your far-fetched Trump, 
Bolsenaro und Thabu Mbeki 
associated garbage!

3. Roland Werner cites Dr. Peter 
Duesberg in his article about HIV-
AIDS in this paper of March 10. 
Dr. Duesberg is indeed an eminent 
AIDS researcher, but gained 
notoriety when he proposed the 
hypothesis that AIDS is caused by 
long-time recreational drug use, and 
not by the AIDS virus. The HIV-
virus, he declared, is a “harmless 
passenger virus” that can be found 
in cancerous tissue but does not 
harm the system. The vast majority 
of other AIDS researchers found 
Duesberg’s views erroneous, causing 
scientific mischief. In particular in 
South Africa, where Thabo Mbeki 
embraced Duesberg’s hypothesis, 
denying hundreds of thousands the 

timely administration of antiviral 
drugs that could have saved them. An 
investigation of scientific misconduct 
against Duesberg ended by granting 
him the right for a dissenting opinion, 
but not a valid one. The death 
rates from AIDS have gone down 
rapidly since the antiviral drugs were 
developed.

I am only a reader, not an expert 
on anything, but I do find it disturbing 
that the Valley Voice is publishing 
letters that spread misinformation, 
just as Kevin Flaherty states in his 
letter of March 24. I believe it is 
the responsibility of newspaper 
editors to fact-check what they 
print, which, with the convenience 
of the internet, is a walk in the 
park. To boot, despite their claim 
to unbiasedness, we find that the 
Valley Voice is giving preference 
to letters that are contrarious and 
false to the real situations regarding 
COVID-19 and vaccines. Of course, 
you too are entitled to your opinion 
and abstention from vaccination, 
but garlic (I eat it by the pound), 
Hail Marys or salutes to Buddha 
won’t get rid of COVID-19 and all 
its variations.

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

A crisis of 
worldviews

How can we understand this 
painful divide among members of 
our community, our families, our 
world? And, how do we bridge this 
social chasm? Taking in the letters to 
the Valley Voice these last two years 
stirs these questions.

This divide is a symptom of a 
crisis of worldviews. A worldview 
could be defined as the framework of 
our thinking, the ‘way’ we think, not 
just ‘what’ we think. It is the nexus 
of ideas we have unconsciously or 
consciously adopted as the basis of 
our actions.

Becoming conscious of our 
worldview requires an examination 
of our thinking by our thinking. 
Western civilization, especially in 
the last 500 years, has developed the 
natural-scientific mode of thought by 
focusing on the physical world. The 
outcome is the current view that we 
and the world are products of material 
laws and forces the materialistic 
world outlook. This standpoint and 
focus have yielded a vast knowledge 
of the physicochemical plane and 
endless technological advancements, 
the epitome of which is our massive 
industrial-technological geopolitical 
system.

Older, more spiritually minded 
cultures are often considered 
primitive and unenlightened by the 
scientific community. But is there an 
essential element that those cultures 
experienced and cherished that has 
been disregarded, reduced to belief 
or ideology? The great Russian 
writer Solzhenitsyn warned in his 
Harvard address: “...we have lost 
the concept of a Supreme Complete 

Entity which used to restrain our 
passions and our irresponsibility. 
We have placed too much hope in 
our political and social reforms only 
to find out we were being deprived 
of our most precious possession: our 
spiritual life.”

The arduous task of understanding 
our worldview through intensified 
honest thinking can lead to the most 
important knowledge-experience 
we can have: that within my inner 
thinking activity lives my spiritual 
‘I’ in the midst of a genuine spiritual 
world. Trials and sufferings of life 
can also awaken this experience 
though we often don’t recognize 
we’re experiencing a ‘living’ world 
of thought in contrast to our everyday 
reflective intellectual thought. In this 
intuition of our true ‘I,’ we know we 
are pure creative activity, in essence, 
love.

If we can strengthen this inner 
activity, we gain a greater capacity to 
dedicate it to other people’s thinking. 
Can we refrain from comebacks, 
clever rebuttals, vicious counter-
attacks? Can we let the other’s 
thoughts, perhaps the opposite view, 
resonate in our mind as if they were 
our own until we have that unnerving 
feeling that “they may be right”? 
Through this loving act, we are 
freed from our inherent egotism for 
a moment and are fructified by the 
other. Through this ‘exchange of 
being,’ we can gain deep insight into 
why a person thinks and feels as they 
do and the other often feels heard.

Rudolf Steiner, who inaugurated 
the transition from material science 
to spiritual science, offered this over 
100 years ago: “It must become a part 
of our lives to educate ourselves to 
acquire a sense for considering other 
peoples’ thoughts and correct bias in 
ourselves through conversation with 
others. This is today the way to the 
Christ through thinking.”

Regardless of one’s thoughts 
about Christianity, wouldn’t this be 
the step forward through this crisis of 
worldviews? This is my striving and 
hope for our community.

Colin Poer
Kaslo
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by Moe Lyons
Silverton council has decided 

not to support the Zincton proposal 
at this time.

At a council meeting on March 
30, Silverton council agreed to 
send a submission to the Mountain 
Resorts Branch stating, “At this 
time, the Village of Silverton cannot 
support the proposal until remaining 
concerns are addressed.”

These concerns include the 
need for an assessment of the 
cumulative effects of all uses of 
the lands along the Highway 31A 
corridor, and an assessment of the 
impacts of the resort’s servicing 
and infrastructure requirements on 
existing communities. 

“The proposed tenure has the 
potential to further intensify use, and 
these assessments would identify the 
current public and private uses of 
the land, the environmental capacity 
of the lands, and the limitations 
and long-term impacts of future 
intensification and use on the 
Highway 31A corridor as a whole,” 
Silverton’s submission says.

After hearing a presentation 
from the Autonomous Sinixt on the 
Zincton proposal at the beginning of 
the meeting, council decided to make 
an addition to their submission to 
MRB: “In light of the presentation to 
council on behalf of the Autonomous 
Sinixt, and both conversations and 
correspondence with Metis and 
other First Nations members of our 

Silverton council declines support for Zincton
community, we remain unconvinced 
that the proposal truly fulfills the 
requirements of First Nations 
engagement.”

KL Kivi, projects and campaign 
manager for the Autonomous Sinixt, 
made a presentation outlining the 
concerns of the Autonomous Sinixt in 
regards to the Zincton proposal. First, 
she first stated that the Sinixt have 
jurisdiction over the area in question. 
“Archeological, anthropological, 
historical and traditional records 
make it absolutely clear that this is 
Sinixt territory,” she said, adding 
that when the Sinixt enter into 
discussions with the Village of 
Silverton, as they have with several 
other municipalities throughout the 
Kootenay Boundary area, they do 
so as “government to government.”

Although the Sinixt were 
declared “extinct” in 1956, the 
United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP), passed into law in BC in 
2019 as the Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples Act, “does not 
empower colonial governments to 
decide who are the right Indigenous 
people to claim a particular territory,” 
Kivi said.

Kivi told council that the 
Zincton developer has refused all 
attempts by the Autonomous Sinixt 
to communicate with him, even 
though he says he will engage with 
all interested First Nations parties.

She said the Autonomous Sinixt 

have a vision for the area under 
consideration, which is significant 
range for the white grizzly (piq 
ki?lawna?), held sacred by the 
Sinixt. They describe their vision 
as ‘ReWilding Piq ki?lawna?’ and 
are in agreement with Michael 
Proctor about the need to protect 
grizzly habitat and corridors, and 
with the concerns people have about 
wolverines and western toads.

Kivi stated that while the Zincton 
proposal promises 1% for the planet, 
the Sinixt propose 100%.

The Sinixt have five points in 
their ReWilding Plan: rejection 
of all pending recreational tenure 
applications in piq ki?láwna?; 
gradual phase-out of all ecologically 
damaging current tenures, including 
but not limited to forestry, mining 
and recreation; cessation of all 
low-elevation air traffic above piq 
ki?láwna?; reestablishment of the 
ecological integrity of the area via 
restoration projects; and gradual 
roll-back of Highway 31A between 
Bear Lake and Retallack, starting 
with seasonal closures. Highway 
access through the area would be 
maintained for emergency vehicles 
and essential services and be open on 
a controlled basis for non-essential 
travel.

Kivi stated the Sinixt support 
right-size development, and that it 
needs to be based on Sinixt law. This 
proposal, however, is “the wrong 
place and wrong size for this kind 

of development.”
She concluded, “Putting more 

eggs in the ski basket is the wrong 
way to go.”

Silverton council’s submission 
to the Mountain Resorts Branch 
explains that in drafting the 
submission, they considered verbal 
reports from two councillors who 
visited the development site with 
Mr. Harley, the Zincton proposal, the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 

Report and Recommendations, and 
they conducted “a separate Open 
House session to which our entire 
community was invited and on which 
Mayor Ferguson has reported.”

by Kathy Hartman
• This was a committee of the 

whole meeting. No decisions can be 
made at these committee meetings, 
but items can be brought forward 
for decisions at regular council 
meetings.

•  Council lor  Colin Moss 
presented the new Village logo, 
created by local artist Roni Jurgensen 
– but not before pranking fellow 
councillors with a fake logo. Only 
councillors present in council 
chambers could see the fake logo, 
but it presumably depicts the dog 
park. “There, you can see the dog 
park there,” said Moss, pointing at 
the screen and laughing.

The real new logo will be 
displayed on Village materials 
immediately.

• Another plan for a Silverton-
New Denver trail has been initiated. 
Silverton Mayor Colin Ferguson and 
New Denver resident Phil Whitfield, 
retired planner and director of the 
North Slocan Trails Society, envision 
a trail linking the communities 
for recreational use and as a safe 
alternative for non-motorized travel 
along the narrow, winding highway. 
With an application deadline 
for planning grants coming up, 
Ferguson asked council for a letter 
for support. He suggested arranging 
a meeting of municipal, RDCK 
and Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure representatives to 
consider the opportunity. Councillor 
Vern Gustafson stepped up to be the 
Village of New Denver representative 
on this project. 

New Denver council, March 22: Village gets new logo
A society was formed in 2010 

to build a Silverton-New Denver 
trail, but it folded in 2018 because 
no solutions were found to issues 
of private property and topography. 

• A proposal to provide a fibre 
internet connection to all properties 
in the Slocan Valley up to Nakusp 
and Shoreholme was submitted by 
Tim Ryan of ComXpertise in Kaslo. 
His request for a letter of support for 
the project will be brought forward to 
the April 12 council meeting.

Using the backbone constructed 
by the Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation, Ryan envisions serving 
every taxable property site in Slocan, 
Silverton, New Denver, Nakusp, and 
RDCK Areas H and K at a minimum 
connection level of 1 Gigabit, with 
future provisioning up to 10 Gigabit. 
“This makes Video meeting faultless 
and VoIP, both wired and by Wi-Fi 
extension, competitive with anything 
that 5G has to offer,” Ryan says in 
the proposal.

To move forward, a working 
group with participants from all 
parties would be established to 
prepare an application to the $830 
million BC rural broadband fund. 
Ryan says he would donate his time 
to the project “both before and after 
completion of the application.”

Ryan, who was involved in 
setting up Kaslo’s successful 
internet network, is asking the local 
governments for letters of support for 
the proposed project. Council agreed 
to bring this forward to the April 12 
meeting.

• Ana Bokstrom of New Denver 

Hospice made a presentation about 
the Nav-Care Program, where 
volunteers regularly visit persons 
with declining health who are living 
at home – either independently or 
with family – to help with locating 
services and resources, booking 
appointments, arranging for travel, 
relieving feelings of loneliness, 
isolation and anxiety, etc. “We 
are not having trouble getting 
referrals,” said Bokstrom. “We’re 
having trouble getting volunteers.” 
Training is provided for volunteers. 
For information on how to access the 
free Nav-Care program and how to 
volunteer: https://nav-care.ca.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

by Jan McMurray
New Denver is going to get 

two new water wells a and a new 
pumphouse with backup generator, 
resulting in a better and more 

New Denver to get two new water wells to provide more secure water supply
secure water supply.

“Next year or sooner we’ll put 
at least one new well into service,” 
reported Mayor Leonard Casley 
in an interview. “We’ve done 
the engineering drawings for the 
watermain layout, and the drilling 
for the wells will go out for tender 
at some point this year.”

The two new wells will be 
located on Village land across from 
the recycling depot. “They’ve been 
located strategically for the least 
possibility of being influenced from 
septic fields,” Casley explained. 

There will be one pumphouse 
and one generator for both wells, 

reducing the costs and the carbon 
footprint of the new system, he 
said.

Currently, there are two 
pumphouses, as the existing 
wells are quite far apart from one 
another. The existing primary well 
is located behind the recycling 
depot and has its own pumphouse 
and backup generator, while the 
secondary well is located in Greer 
Park at the bottom of the main 
street. The secondary well has its 
own pumphouse, but no generator.

“In the summertime, we can’t 
keep up with the demand with just 
the main well, so we’ve had to have 
the big pump down at well #2 kick 
in for the past few years – so we’re 
at high risk if the power goes out 
in the summer,” Casley said. “Both 

new wells will be sized for today’s 
demand, so we’ll be able to run just 
one well, but of course we’ll have 
the two wells because redundancy 
is important.”

As each new wellhead is 
commissioned, there will be a boil 
water notice, Casley said. “It’s just 
a precaution and a requirement of 
Interior Health. But there won’t 
be any period of time without 
service – that’s the beauty of having 
redundancy.”

There is also redundancy in 
the watermain design. “We have 
two mainlines, not just one, so 
we’re able to feed the system in 
two different directions,” Casley 
explained. “There’s one line down 
Columbia and one down Slocan 
Avenue, so we could go either 
direction if we had to.”

The new system will also allow 
for more development in town. The 
main well is too close to the site of 
the upcoming affordable housing 
project, so decommissioning well 
#1 will allow the housing project 
to proceed. Construction of the 
housing complex can occur while 
the main well is still online, but 
occupancy of the units depends on 
its decommissioning.

Decommissioning of the 
secondary well at Greer Park will 
allow for more development in that 
area of town. Regulations around 
septic setbacks from wells have 
prevented development here for 
years. “The Village had to restrict 
septic systems around the wellhead 
at pump #2 a long time ago,” 
Casley said.

There has been no talk about 
water treatment yet, Casley said, 
and “we’ll advocate to the best 
of our ability to keep it the same 
way it is. We’re doing everything 
we can – we have a master plan – 
we’ve placed the wells the furthest 
distance away for the newest 
standards for septic setbacks, and 
we’ll have the depth we need to 
keep the water protected. So IH 
will see that we’re modernizing 
the system to today’s standards.”

Currently, New Denver’s water 
system is essentially untreated – it 
has only very small amounts of 
chlorine added to keep the pipes 
clean.

The project will cost $1.2 
million. The Village has applied 
for a grant through the Investing 
in Canada Infrastructure Program. 
If the application is successful, the 
provincial and federal governments 
will cover $700,000 and the Village 
will borrow $500,000. This would 
mean an increase to annual utility 
bills of about $50. If the application 
is not successful, the Village will 
borrow $1.2 million, resulting in a 
hike to annual utility bills of about 
$180.

Casley said the new system was 
designed based on two different 
hydrology reports that came to 
the same conclusions. TRUE 
Consulting was the engineering 
consultant in charge of the project.

“We’ve been lucky to get all 
that life out of those two wells – 
they’re almost 50 years old – but 
the casings have aged out now,” 
Casley said.

by Moe Lyons
Silverton council expects to 

finalize its budget for the year at 
the April 13 council meeting, and is 
looking at a 3% tax increase. 

Residents are encouraged to 
have a look and direct any questions 
they have to CAO Hillary Elliott 
(helliott@silverton.ca) and submit 
comments to council by April 8. 
The draft budget is available at the 
Village office and on the website in 
the agenda package for the March 30 
special council meeting.

Chief Financial Officer Chris 
Jury presented the draft budget to 
council at the March 30 meeting. 
With residential property assessments 
up 16.5% on average, a home worth 
$294,000 last year in Silverton is 
worth $343,000 this year. A 3% 
tax hike would mean that owners 
of that $343,000 home would pay 
$889 in municipal taxes this year, up 
$26 from last year. With water and 
garbage fees, that homeowner’ total 
municipal tax bill would be $1,611 – 

Silverton budget calls 
for 3% tax increase

a $58 increase over last year.
Adding in the taxes that go to the 

RDCK; to the Province for schools, 
hospitals, BC Assessment Authority 
and the Municipal Finance Authority; 
and to the federal government for 
policing, the total estimated tax 
bill for the Silverton $343,000 
homeowner will be $2,084 this year.

Jury added that commercial 
assessments are up 13.3% from last 
year.

He said increases in assessment 
don’t generally generate more tax 
dollars – only new construction and 
subdivisions do. New construction 
in Silverton is expected to generate 
$950 in taxation revenue this year.

The Village’s operational revenue 
is about $1,138,000 with expenses at 
about $1,112,000. Property taxation 
brings in about $175,500, and the rest 
comes mostly from grants.

The capital budget this year is 
$384,000 and includes campground 
redesign ($25,000), Village office 
renovations ($60,000), highway 
sidewalk upgrade ($20,000) and two 
grant-funded projects – wayfinding 
signage ($43,000) and campground 
host’s housing ($108,000). It also 
includes two water system projects: 
reservoir tank agitator installation 
($15,000) and creek crossing 
waterline engineering ($40,000).

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 
for details
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by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo infoNet Society (KiN) 

has been working steadily on its goal 
to get everyone in Kaslo and area 
connected to high-quality, high-speed 
internet, and Argenta and Johnsons 
Landing are next in line.

With the backbone fibre installed 
in Kootenay Lake from Ainsworth to 
Johnsons Landing, the residents of 
Argenta and Johnsons Landing will 
have the opportunity to get fibre to 
the home this season.

“We’re encouraging everyone 
to have the fibre installed to their 
homes,” said KiN Executive Director 
Isaac Maxfield. “It won’t cost you 
anything to have the fibre laid to your 
house, so even if you don’t want the 
service now, it’s worth getting the 
infrastructure in now for free so you 
can turn it on later, or if you sell your 
house, the next owner can turn it on.”

While KiN crews are in the 
communities digging trenches for 
the fibre-optic cable, Maxfield says 
the goal is to get the infrastructure 
to as many homes as possible. “This 
is the most efficient way to go,” said 
Maxfield. “We have the funding, so 
we can do it at no charge. It won’t cost 
people anything until they turn it on.”

The plan is to start digging in 
Argenta in May and finish by August, 
and to move on to Johnsons Landing 
in September and October.

Currently, KiN is providing 
wireless internet service to Argenta 
and Johnsons Landing. “With our 
wifi service, we can offer 10 megabits 
down and three megabits up. With 
our fibre-optic service, our slowest 
package is 20 megabits up and 
down and our fastest package is 
400 megabits up and down, so it’s a 
significant improvement and better 
reliability,” Maxfield said.

KiN is currently providing fibre-
to-the-home service to over 600 
customers in Kaslo, Ainsworth, 
Woodbury, Bulmers Point and 
Lardeau. They will soon have more 
customers in Shutty Bench, where 
they started the installation last year 
and will finish up this season. Once 
Argenta and Johnsons Landing have 
been serviced, KiN plans to turn its 
attention to Meadow Creek, Cooper 
Creek and Howser in 2023 and 2024.

Hillary Schell, KiN office 
manager, said the project in Meadow 
Creek, Cooper Creek and Howser will 
be quite complex. She explained that 
the fibre can’t be brought out of the 
lake north of Lardeau because of the 
sensitive wetlands and animal habitat 
at the very north end of the lake. “So 
the goal is to have a radio tower in 
Argenta and transmit the signal to 
Meadow Creek, and then trench the 
fibre to residents,” she said.

Maxfield added that they hope 
to access some of the $830 million 
just announced for rural and remote 
internet to complete the Meadow 
Creek, Cooper Creek, Howser project. 
“Then our goal is to bring the fibre 
down the east side of the lake from 
Johnsons Landing to Riondel and 
Woodbury, to make a loop so there’s 
redundancy,” Maxfield said. “We 
have designs to do more submarine 
cable lays – we just need to arrange 

Kaslo infoNet to provides fibre internet service in Argenta and Johnsons Landing
funding.”

KiN has a total of seven full-
time permanent employees. Five of 
them grew up in the Kaslo area, and 
Maxfield grew up in Nakusp.

“KiN is the reason my wife and 
I moved back to the Kootenays five 
years ago, because we could work 
remotely in Kaslo,” Maxfield said. 
“We were able to move out here and 
buy a house – none of it would have 
been possible without KiN. Now that 
we’re here, it’s amazing to be able 
to serve the community as executive 
director of an organization that brings 

so much value. What we’re doing is 
really important. It brings people back 
to the community.” 

N o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y,  o t h e r 
communities in the region are 
looking to KiN as a model for 
providing internet services in their 
own communities. Maxfield said a 
delegation from New Denver and 
Silverton is scheduled to meet with 
the KiN team soon. 

“As the local success story, we’re 
happy to assist our neighbouring 
communities in whatever form that 
takes,” Maxfield said. “We want to 

help improve the quality of internet 
in the whole region.”

Maxfield said most of KiN’s 
funding has come from the Connecting 
Communities program, administered 
through the Northern Development 
Initiative Trust. The program has 
both provincial and federal funding 
to assist with the development of 
internet services in rural and remote 

communities. KiN has also received 
funding from the Columbia Basin Trust 
and the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay in the past. Currently, the 
organization has two applications in 
to the CBT Community Initiatives 
and Affected Areas funding program. 
Kaslo and Area D residents can go 
online and support these applications 
until April 8 at 4:30 pm.

The Kaslo infoNet Society is providing fibre-optic internet service to rural homes in North 
Kootenay Lake communities.
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Straw Bales
$13.00

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Electrical Supplies!!!

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing, posts, 
gates. Bundle pricing on posts available.  

New shipments arriving weekly

Drywall in 
stock 

PNW seeds!!!

Slogger garden boots, 
ankle boots & shoes. 

Great colours to choose 
from. Look out Mud, 

here we come.

Seedling starter 
trays, domes, 

inserts, soils, seeds

Spring is  here – 
wheelbarrows, lawn rakes, 
shovels, garden wagons

Time to prune 
& spray fruit 

trees 
Pruners, Loppers, 
Lime Sulphur & 

Dormant Oil in stock

Slocan Valley
residents make
demands in 
aftermath of Trozzo 
Creek wildfire

Open letter to Premier 
Horgan ,  Min i s t e r  Mike 

Farnworth, Minister Katrine 
Conroy, senior management 
at the BC Wildfire Service and 
RDCK

On July 21,  2021 an 
evacuation alert was issued 
for 277 properties on both 
sides of the Slocan River from 
Appledale to Lemon Creek. 
Later that evening, the Trozzo 

Creek wildfire situation was 
revised and an evacuation order 
was issued to 86 properties 
ranging from Christian Creek 
in the south to Ringrose Creek 
in the north.

As residents of Perry Siding 
and Lemon Creek evacuated, 
they saw trees candling in the 
massive forest fire on the ridge 
above their homes, indicative 
of an aggressive and dangerous 
fire. It was a sleepless night 
for these traumatized families, 
especially for the children. If 
there had been winds on that 
fateful night, a devastation of 
unthinkable proportions may 
have engulfed the Slocan Valley.

Perhaps there is power in 
prayer, as no lives were lost 
and no homes were lost. With 
heartfelt gratitude, the residents 
of the Slocan Valley and the 
families directly affected by 
the Trozzo Creek wildfire are 
forever appreciative of the front-
line firefighters who provided 
safe passage away from the 
forest fire and who protected 
their homes.

Once life returned to normal 
and the smoke had cleared, a 
‘burning’ question about the 
Trozzo Creek wildfire remains 
to this very day. Why wasn’t 
the Trozzo Creek wildfire 
extinguished when it was a 
relatively small fire on July 9, 
2021, the day it was discovered?

Possible answers to this 
significant question are found 
in a leaked internal memo from 
the BCWS entitled ‘BC Wildfire 
Update to Forest Industry – 
Group Teams Call (dated) July 
12, 2021, 2:00-3:00 pm.’ If this 
leaked memo is authentic, the 

BCWS appears to be begging 
for assistance from the forest 
industry due to a lack of staff 
and lack of air support. It is 
important to note the date of the 
memo (July 12), as it would take 
another eight days and 300 fires 
burning across British Columbia 
before Minister Farnworth 
declared a state of emergency 
on July 20, 2021.

Following the incineration 
of the Town of Lytton on June 
30, local mayors, members of 
the public and the BC Liberals 
made repeated calls to Premier 
Horgan to declare a state of 
emergency. Once a state of 
emergency is declared, the 
Province is given unprecedented 
powers to access resources, 
empower private companies 
and move firefighting experts 
working in other government 
departments to help battle the 
fires. Yet, Premier Horgan held 
off accessing these resources. 
On July 15, he said, “I’m 
absolutely prepared to call a 
state of emergency when it is 
required by those professionals 
that are putting their lives on the 
line to protect families, property, 
and BC.”

Something is clearly amiss 
here. Do senior officials at 
BCWS, the Ministry of Forests, 
Emergency Management BC, 
Premier Horgan, Minister 
Farnworth and Minister Conroy 
not communicate when the 
Province is experiencing a 
crisis? It would be advantageous 
to see all the emails and memos 
sent between and among these 
policy makers and senior 
management to uncover the 
truth.

Wildfires are matters of life 
and death and there is much to 
learn from the mistakes made 
during the 2021 fire season. 
Reports from ranchers, farmers 
and residents of Monte Lake, 
in a documentary produced by 
Simon Hergott, describe the lack 
of response from the Province 
and the BCWS to battle the 
catastrophic White Rock Lake 
wildfire discovered on July 13. 
They claim loggers were not 
permitted to build a fire guard 
around the White Rock Lake 
fire by the BCWS, and that no 
air support showed up to lay a 
foam guard around the relatively 
small fire while the skies were 
free of smoke. These ranchers, 
farmers and residents from 
across the north Okanagan knew 
they had to fend for themselves 
as no help was forthcoming. 
Their firefighting efforts saved 
farms, farm animals, ranches 
and homes even as they were 
being berated publicly by 
Minister Farnworth on CTV 
and CBC.

In BC’s recent budget, more 

funding was allocated to BCWS 
to increase its permanent, 
year-round staffing. The press 
release stated this will allow 
“focus on every aspect of 
emergency management for 
wildfires, including prevention 
and mitigation, preparedness, 
response and recovery.” In 
preparation for the upcoming 
fire season, the lack of staff 
at BCWS will be somewhat 
rectified. However, a document 
released last summer by Daniel 
Quigley, a contributor to 
the report commissioned by 
Gordon Campbell to review 
the effectiveness of the 2003 
BC Wildfire response, presents 
his perspective on widespread 
mismanagement within the 
BC Wildfire Service and offers 
practical solutions.  Here 
is the link to the document 
and it is well worth a read: 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1739928659728198/
posts/1745233149197749/

Mr. Quigley calls for a 
forensic review of BCWS 
policies and procedures by an 
independent party and claims 
the problems identified in the 
2003 report “continue in the 
same, or worse form.”

Unfortunately, families 
impacted by the Trozzo Creek 
wildfire who were sheltering 
with family and friends nearby 
became increasingly stressed 
and frustrated with RDCK 
Emergency Operations Centre 
(EOC) policies and procedures 
over time. For example, the 
relief centre established in 
Castlegar made daily access 
extremely difficult for families 
to receive emotional support, 
childcare and relief from the 
ubiquitous smoke. Wildfire 
smoke has been compared to 
smoking two packs of cigarettes 
per day. Small children, the 
elderly and unborn babies 
are seriously affected by this 
smoke. In fact, midwives in the 
Kootenays reported babies born 
during the last wildfire season 
were slow to start, with calcified 
placentas similar to newborns 
with cigarette smoking mothers.

I t  w a s  u l t i m a t e l y  a 
benevolent group of community 
volunteers who overcame 
roadblocks and scrambled to 
set up a Resiliency Centre at 
Winlaw Hall.

Impersonal  t reatment 
by the EOC at RDCK was 
demonstrated numerous times. 
Families were denied escorts to 
care for livestock and gardens 
(once the fire abated) due 
to an RDCK online request 
form, and the EOC emergency 
phone number was basically 
an answering machine with a 
message that “someone will 
get back to you.” Families 

could have returned to their 
homes many days before the 
RDCK issued an ‘all clear’ if the 
decision maker(s) at the RDCK 
hadn’t gone on holidays for the 
August long weekend.

During extreme rainfall 
events and the yearly freshet, 
mudslides and floods are all 
too common occurrences in 
British Columbia. It is known 
that wildfires, various fire 
suppression methods and 
logging practices cause severe 
damage to watersheds – Winlaw 
Creek and Anderson Creek 
continue to have high coliform 
counts. Now that a new culvert 
has been installed where Trozzo 
Creek passes under Hwy 6, 
residents living in low lying 
areas along the Slocan River 
are concerned the new culvert 
forebodes the potential for 
floods and mudslides around 
Lemon Creek and Trozzo Creek. 
Has the EOC at the RDCK even 
considered sharing information 
with valley residents about the 
upcoming freshet?

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e 
signatories of this letter (soon 
to have their property taxes 
increased due to 2021 wildfire 
mismanagement) send notice 
to all BC policy makers and 
senior managers of emergency 
wildfire and flood response. We 
demand that:

• an immediate/transparent 
geological assessment of Trozzo 
and Lemon Creek watersheds be 
done before the freshet;

• wildfires be extinguished 
when small;

• BCWS response authority 
be decentralized to local fire 
centres in order to speed wildfire 
suppression engagement;

• air support be ready well 
in advance of the 2022 wildfire 
season;

• local resources with 
training and equipment be 
empowered immediate ly 
to provide fast response to 
wildfires;

• Fresh Air/Relief Centres 
be established near displaced 
families in wildfire zones;

• emergency personnel 
schedule holidays outside of 
fire and flood season;

•  t h e  g l y p h o s a t e 
(Roundup) spraying on BC 
forests be immediately halted, 
as killing deciduous trees 
makes forests more vulnerable 
to forest fires and destroys 
wildlife;

• geoengineering and 
aerosol spraying in the 
atmosphere above BC be 
ended immediate ly,  as 
it makes our forests more 
vulnerable to forest fires.

Signed by 25 Slocan 
Valley and West Kootenay 

residents
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Celebration of Life
Mary Sherrington 1926 - 2021

Saturday April 30th 1pm - 4pm at the 
Schubert Centre, Opal Room

We invite you to join friends and family in 
celebrating the life of Mary Sherrington. Mary will 
be remembered as a wonderful Grade 1 teacher, a 
talented artist, a beloved wife, grandmother, great 
grandmother and a good friend to many. Join us for 
a slideshow and viewing of some of her artwork. 
We will have coffee, tea and light refreshments. 
Feel welcome to drop in and have a visit.

Judith 
Catherine 

Struck
It is with profound sadness 

that the family of Judy Struck 
(née Walton) announce her sudden 
passing on Friday December 24th 
2021, at the age of 74 years.

Judy was born in Calgary, 
Alberta. She was the oldest of her 
siblings and after venturing out 
on her own, she got more than she 

bargained for when she rented a basement apartment in Bowness, she 
found her future husband Larry Struck upstairs. They married in August 
of 1969 and began their own adventure which would soon take them to 
Revelstoke. Driving a bus line and working on the ferries, they relocated 
again with their growing family in tow, to The Arrow Lakes, where after 
trying out a few places, settled in Fauquier where they lived happily for 
many years. With the sudden passing of Larry in 1999, Judy and her 
family moved back to Nakusp where she would reside until her passing.

Judy dedicated a great deal of her time to the school system, being 
involved with the Parent Advisory Council (PAC) and then moving on 
to spend six terms as an elected trustee for the Board of Education for 
School District 10. Over the years she could often be found cooking in 
the concession at the arena supporting the local hockey teams or helping 
to organize the Queen of the Arrow Lakes pageant. In more recent years 
she found herself involved with a lovely group of friends, whom she 
would spend time with scrapbooking and enjoying tea.

Anyone who was lucky enough to know her, knew that her greatest 
love in life was her family. She would do anything and everything to 
support all of the activities her kids and grandkids were interested in. If 
we needed her, she was always willing to give anything she had and go 
anywhere she needed.

Her second love was spending as much time as possible at 
‘The Lake’. Waking up to watch the water while enjoying her 
coffee, and chasing the morning sun as it moved through the 
trees across the deck. And her third love was pink, always pink. 
She was unfailingly kind, extremely generous, always up for a good laugh, 
a consummate napper and loyal to a fault. She will be dearly missed by 
everyone who knew her, and we will always remember the wonderful 
joy she brought to our lives everyday.

Judy was predeceased by her Husband Larry Struck, and her youngest 
brother Alan in 1976. She is survived by her four children, Shawn Struck 
(Jasmine), Shannon Struck, Ryan Struck (Sara), Lisa Backofen (Brad), 
as well as her six grandchildren, Alexander, Kimberly, Timothy, Taylor, 
Liam and Aiden. Her siblings, Terry Walton (Dee), Rick Walton (Pam), 
Elaine Cabelguen (Jacques), Phyllis Wilson (Ken) and her many nieces 
and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held June 4th, 2022 at the Nakusp Seniors 
Centre, in the afternoon.

submitted
Yard & Yardage will return to 

the Slocan Valley Threads Guild on 
Sunday, April 24 from 10 am to 2 pm. 

Don’t miss this year’s Yard & Yardage at the Slocan Valley Threads Guild on April 24.

Slocan Valley Yard & Yardage coming soon to the Threads Guild
Reasonably-priced fabric, yarn, 

notions, craft supplies, equipment, 
patterns and books will be outdoors 
under shade tents along with sweets, 

savories, coffee, tea, soups and 
breads. 

Another exciting feature will be 
the sale of perennials from members’ 

gardens. The lawn of the Guild 
will be transformed into a garden 
centre with pots of everything from 
raspberry canes to flower starts. 
Experienced gardeners, reference 
books and makers of all kinds will 
be available to inspire and answer 
questions. 

It is time to come out to celebrate 
the new season and visit with 
friends, neighbours and like-minded 
crafters you haven’t seen in a while. 
Memberships will be available. 
For $10 per year, you can join a 
community of over 100 makers who 
stay connected through a weekly 

newsletter and love to repurpose, 
recycle and create with fibre.

In late October, a similar outdoor 
event called ‘YarN & Yardage’ 
was tried and found to be very 
successful. Since then, members 
have been collecting, sorting and 
pricing donations in hopes that a 
return of this popular spring tradition 
would be possible after its two-year 
absence. 

Admission is free. No dogs 
please. Plan a Sunday drive to 7112 
Perry’s Back Road at Highway 6, five 
minutes drive north of Winlaw. You 
never know what you’ll discover.

The West Kootenay’s only literary magazine, the Black Bear Review, celebrating its sixth annual print magazine with a launch party on Thursday, 
April 7, starting at 7 pm at Booksmyth Used Books in Nelson. The magazine will be available for sale through Selkirk College’s online bookstore and 
in select bookstores in Nelson and Castlegar by the end of April. Picture here are few of this year’s published writers and editors with the 2022 Black 

Bear Review print edition: Shanna Wilson (of New Denver), Katie Dyck, Oshi Spring, Leesa Dean, Terra-Mae Box, Kody Brunner, Blaze Cloutier.
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by Jan McMurray
Interested in learning about 

buying and selling cryptocurrency? 
Nelsonite Ben Glickman of 
Bitcoin Central is holding a free 
educational event on April 20 
at 4:20 pm at Pacific Northwest 
Garden Supply in Nelson.

“This is a free educational 
event where I’ll be showing people 
how to use the ATM machine at 
Pacific Northwest Garden Supply 
to buy and sell cryptocurrencies, 
how to obtain a wallet, how to 
create a ‘cold wallet,’ and how 
to safely manage your wallet and 

Ben Glickman at one of his bitcoin ATMs in Nelson.

Learn about bitcoin ATMs at event in Nelson
create backups – and to answer 
people’s questions,” Glickman 
said.

Glickman started up Bitcoin 
Central Bitcoin ATM Machines 
in Nelson in 2018. He put his 
first ATM machine in Nelson in 
November 2018, and he now has 
16 machines in the Kootenays, 
the Okanagan, Kamloops, Salmon 
Arm, Merritt and Port Coquitlam. 
He is in the process of expanding 
to Vancouver.

“There’s a lot to the whole 
cryptocurrency universe, but what 
I do with it is fairly simple,” he 

says. “I sell bitcoin through my 
network of ATM machines and it’s 
a way that allows people to buy 
bitcoin instantly, anonymously and 
securely with cash – as opposed to 
having to go through an exchange 
or some other means.”

Before moving to Nelson in 
2017 to be closer to his children, 
Glickman lived in Vancouver, 
where bitcoin ATMs are fairly 
common. He realized there were 
none in the entire interior region 
at the time, so he decided to try 
one out in Nelson. His work 
as a consultant in international 
education dried up during COVID, 
so he moved full-time into the 
bitcoin ATM business. He was 
the first to bring the ATMs to the 
Kootenays, and one of the first to 
bring them to the Okanagan.

Glickman says he is happy 
he moved to Nelson. “Especially 
having young kids, it’s a wonderful 
place for them. I’m very glad I 
didn’t go through COVID in the 
big city. “I’ve found nice people, a 
good gym, high quality food, and 

it was a perfect place to incubate 
this business.”

For more information, check 

the advertisement on this page and 
the flyer insert in this edition of the 
Valley Voice.

by Jan McMurray
Local RCMP are warning people 

about an upswing in fraudulent 
phone calls.

Fraudulent calls on the rise
“If you get a questionable call, 

please contact the RCMP before 
sending any money,” advises 
Corporal Tom Gill of the Nakusp/
New Denver detachment.

Here are some examples of 
common fraudulent calls. The caller 
says you owe money to Revenue 
Canada and there is a warrant out for 
your arrest, or that you had a package 
intercepted at the border and there 
were drugs in it so there is a warrant 
out for your arrest. A person calls 
stating there is someone you know 
(they actually have the name of a 
family member/friend) who is in 
trouble and they need you to wire 
some money for bail or a lawyer. 
Another version of this is someone 

was seriously injured and needs 
money for medical costs.

“Even if they state a name you 
know, or if you think they sound like 
a person you know, do not transfer 
or send any money until you can 
verify the accuracy of the call,” said 
Gill. “Once the money has been sent, 
even if we end up identifying the 
people responsible, there is a high 
likelihood you will never see your 
money again.” 

Gill urges people who receive 
calls such as these to contact their 
local RCMP detachment to verify 
whether or not the call is legitimate. 
Nakusp: 265-3677; New Denver: 
358-2222; Kaslo: 353-2225; Nelson: 
352-2156.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the 
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually. 
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel
OPEN! Pub 1PM daily. Happy Hour every afternoon from 3PM – 5PM! Front desk 
8AM-11AM & 3PM-8PM Monday – Thursday, 8AM – 9PM Friday – Sunday for 
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.
kaslohotel.com, Facebook.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are 
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for 
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Spring is here! Now Open 5 days a week: Tue–Sat, 11a–4p • Please visit 
RavensNestBC.com – our online shop – for exclusive deals 24/7 • Recent 
Arrivals: Greg Nesteroff’s best selling Lost Kootenays: A History in Pictures 
• Spring/Summer ‘22 fashions are steadily coming in from such eco-friendly 
lines as Quebec’s Message Factory / Oöm Éthikwear and the Valley’s own 
Nomads Hemp Wear • Thanks for shopping local – we hope to see you soon! 
• 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service
Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and 
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie 
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’) 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing. 
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week! Everything fresh baked daily. 
Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30, Sunday 10-2. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
We have limited the occupancy to 6 customers at a time to enable social 
distancing. We thank you for remembering to wear your mask.
We accept phone and curbside orders for those who are unable to wear a 
mask. Thank you for your support!
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-
226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via 
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8 
am-3 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by Jan McMurray
Voting day for the Silverton 

byelection is this Saturday, April 9 at 
the Silverton Village office from 8 am 
to 8 pm.

Silverton goes to the polls this Saturday, April 9
“We had a good turnout to the 

advance poll,” reports Chief Electoral 
Officer Catherine Allaway. On March 
30, 27 votes were cast – more than 10% 
of the estimated 173 voters in Silverton.

As the Village office is not 
accessible to those who are not able-
bodied, curbside voting is available. 
People can drive up to the Village office 
and honk, call or send someone in – or 

call ahead. 
People who are not on the voting 

list can sign up when they go in to 
vote. Two pieces of identification are 
required – they don’t have to be photo 
ID, but at least one of them needs to 
have a signature.

The ID of Silverton residents must 
prove both residency and identity – for 
example, a driver’s licence and a hydro 
bill. A rule that will change by fall but 
is still in effect for this byelection: 
residents must have lived in Silverton 
for 30 days before voting.

The ID of non-resident property 
owners must prove identity and that 
they are entitled to vote – for example, 
a driver’s licence and an assessment 
notice. Only one ballot per property is 
allowed for non-residents, so consent 
from all property owners is required for 

properties with more than one owner 
on title. Anyone wanting a consent 
form, or uncertain about eligibility or 
ID requirements, can leave a phone 
message for the chief elections officer 
at the Silverton Village office (250-358-
2472) or email elections@silverton.ca

Mail-in ballots are available at the 
Village office until Thursday, April 7 at 8 
pm. Completed ballots are accepted until 
Saturday, April 9 at 8 pm, either by mail 
or hand-delivery. Five mail-in ballots 
have been issued so far, Allaway reports.

Candidates are Brian Mills and 
Margaret Scaia. See the Valley Voice 
editions of March 10 (page 3) and March 
24 (page 16) for information about the 
candidates.

The councillor seat came available 
when Tanya Gordon resigned on 
November 10.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Chamber of 

Commerce board invites one and all to 
its annual general meeting on April 11 
at Knox Hall in New Denver at 7 pm.

“We’re looking for new board 
members and encourage anyone with 
the will and desire to make a positive 
contribution to the economic and social 
well-being of the valley to come to the 
meeting and put their name forward to 
join our board,” said Darcy Lindsay, new 
Chamber manager.

There will be a guest speaker at 
the AGM: Megan Chadwick of Arrow 

Slocan Valley Chamber AGM features guest speaker from Arrow Slocan Tourism
Slocan Tourism. Chadwick will make 
a brief presentation about the tourism 
organization’s activities over the past 
year. Everyone interested in tourism 
in the Arrow Lakes/Slocan Valley area 
is encouraged to come. Questions and 
discussion will be welcome.

The Arrow Slocan Tourism 
Association (ASTA) was incorporated 
as a nonprofit society in January 2018. 
The Slocan Valley and Nakusp and 
District Chambers of Commerce worked 
together for several years to form the 
tourism association. The two Chambers 
have always taken a lead role in tourism 

in their communities, and saw advantages 
in forming ASTA – to pool resources, 
market the larger region for tourism, and 
benefit from the secure funding provided 
by the Municipal Regional District Tax 
(MRDT), otherwise known as the 2% 
hotel tax.

The mission of the Slocan Valley 
Chamber is to promote and support 
the Slocan Valley business community. 
The vision is “a vibrant, diverse and 
healthy economy that respects the 
environment and community values of 
the Slocan Valley.” More info: www.
slocanvalleychamber.com.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Easter Chocofellar treats 
and new stock have arrived. 

Come and see us! 
Now open Monday through Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

Kaslo & District 
Community Forest Society
2022 AGM

Wednesday, April 13th at 7:00 pm
at the Langham Theatre

To see currently submitted resolutions and nominations, go to our 
website: www.kaslocommunityforest.org

PO Box 789, Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0
Phone: 250-353-9677

email: manager@kaslocommunityforest.org

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Kaslo golf club wants 
to remove more than two dozen 
potentially hazardous trees on the 
public facility.

An inspection last year found 
about 16 trees on the course were 
dead or dying, and presented a 
hazard great enough they should be 
removed. Another seven trees were 
in need of pruning or monitoring, but 
were not considered an immediate 
danger.

“In addition, we would like 
to remove an additional 10 trees 
adjacent to shop and cart sheds,” says 
Bryan MacMillan, a club director, 
in an email to council. He says with 
the strong winds of late, they are 
concerned about these sheds, and 
would like to talk to the Village about 
removing the trees with the Village 
boom truck.

Corporate Officer Allaway 
said the removal of danger trees 
is straightforward, and can be 
done without public consultation. 
However, trees that aren’t immediate 
hazards need to be removed 
according to the tree policy. Property 
owners within 60 metres of the trees 
slated for removal are given written 
notice 30 days before the work is 
scheduled to take place.

The golf course will be paying 

Kaslo council, March 22: Trees to be removed at golf course
for the tree removal, as it has in the 
past.

Council approved the immediate 
removal of the hazard trees, and 
staff asked for time to prepare the 
documents for the non-hazard trees 
to be removed. The issue will be 
brought back to council’s May 
meeting.
Arena upgrades 

The Kaslo & District Arena is 
going to have much more reliable 
ice-making machinery after some 
upgrades are completed this year. 
Council approved spending about 
$66,000 on a condenser and two 
compressor replacements, as well 
as a new humidifier and switch 
and electrical upgrades. And some 
prudent savings means it won’t hit 
the budget hard.

“We have a very healthy arena 
reserve fund… about $280,000 
altogether, so spending $66,000 on 
some additional upgrades at this time 
would actually not be too hard on the 
budget,” said Chief Administrative 
Officer Ian Dunlop. “And it ensures 
the ice plant can run efficiently for 
years to come.” 

The motion has to be approved 
by RDCK Area D Director Aimee 
Watson as well, as the regional 
government also funds the arena.

Work will not likely start until 
late summer.
Imperial Oil lease 
agreement 

The town will continue to have 
the overflow parking lot in behind 
the Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 
Council approved renewing a three-
year lease on the property from 
Imperial Oil.

The Village has held a licence to 
use the 1.2-acre parcel since 2012.

“The subject lands are used 
as overflow parking for visitors 
to the Village,” said a report to 
council. “With pandemic-related 
restrictions lifting, it is anticipated 
that the number of tourist visits to 
the community will climb again, 
particularly during special events, 
and there will be continued need for 

additional parking on the Imperial 
Oil lands to supplement the parking 
spaces available downtown.”

Councillor Henry Van Mill 
wondered if anything could be 
done to improve the lot’s appeal for 

drivers, but was told it was limited 
by contaminated soil.

“Unfortunately, there’s not much 
we can do,” said CAO Dunlop. 
“Because it’s an environmentally 
contaminated site, and there’s a 

test well there, if we do anything to 
damage the wells or expose anything, 
we’d be liable.”

He did say they might be able to 
spread a little gravel, but they can’t 
disturb the surface.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Organizers of the Kaslo Jazz 
Festival are confident they can find 
enough campsites to house visitors 
coming for the weekend-long event 
at the end of July. 

Though they admit they were 
taken aback by the demand.

“We’ve never sold that many 
tickets that fast before,” Executive 
Director Paul Hinrichs told Kaslo 
council at the March 22 council 
meeting. “So the optics of that caught 
all of us by surprise.”

Organizers want the festival, 
which is returning after a two-year 
COVID hiatus, to be a more casual, 
community event. And by selling 
1,000 fewer tickets, the festival had 
hoped to drop the need to run their 
own campgrounds, which has been 
a drain on volunteers (see ‘Kaslo 
Jazz Fest returns as a more laid-back 
experience,’ Valley Voice, March 10, 
2022).

But then tickets went on sale 
March 3.

“I’ll admit we under-estimated… 
I really thought mostly locals would 
buy tickets,” he said. “We sold out 
the festival in 24 hours on a $100 
Facebook ad.”

That led to debate around the 
community about where all these out-
of-town festival-goers will be housed 

Jazz Fest looking for camping areas 
after record-speed ticket sales

during the weekend-long event. 
Hinrichs was asked to appear before 
council after an in-camera meeting 
on the subject March 8.

Hinrichs said organizers had 
counted on most festival-goers to 
be locals. Now providing camping 
has become an issue again, and the 
scramble to meet demand has begun.

“We don’t want to operate the 
campground internally, and we were 
hoping to use a model that would 
encourage other local organizations 
to get involved and they can make the 
profit,” he said. They’ve approached 
the riding club, arena, private 
landowners and others with some 
open space. He says the festival has 
secured enough campsites for about 
400 ticket-holders. They’re looking 
to secure about 100 more sites, 
which would house about another 
250 people.

“If we do, that would get us 
about three-quarters of the sites 
we had in 2019, but we are selling 
significantly less tickets this year, so 
I am confident that will meet all our 
camping needs for the festival this 
year,” he told council.

The washroom and shower 
facilities will be the same as last year, 
Hinrichs assured council. Other sites 
are being explored for campgrounds 
for the crew and artists, including a 
residential area off Larch Street.

“We recognize it is in a residential 
area, so we need to be conscious of 
who camps there,” he said, “so we 
were thinking more artists and crew.”

Once organizers are confident 
they’ve secured camping for every 
ticket holder, they’ll put the last block 
of 400 tickets up for sale. 

“Those will go very, very fast,” 
Hinrichs told council. “We thought 
of putting them out to the community 
web for local ticket sales.”

The festival is also working at 
arranging public transit to reduce 
traffic downtown. Shuttle service 
may be provided to Nelson and 
elsewhere.

Council had a few questions for 
Hinrichs, and Councillor Rob Lang 
even had a lead on camping space at 
the Kaslo golf course.

Village staff is working with the 
Jazz Fest on these issues, and is also 
checking into ensuring the event has 
the proper permits from the Province 
to have the stage moored in the 
harbour that weekend.

“Because there hasn’t been an 
event in a couple of years, it looks to 
me like some of those permits have 
lapsed,” Village Corporate Officer 
Catherine Allaway told council. “And 
we are going to be working with the 
Province to get everything back in 
order in a timeline that is needed to 
get the event happening this year.”

submitted
The second annual online 

auction in support of a new Kaslo 
and District Public Library started 
on April 2 and closes at 9 pm on 
April 10.

Once again,  the auction 
features an imaginative range 
of Kootenay-style experiences, 
including several offerings beside, 
on and over Kootenay Lake, as 
well as many locally-produced 
artistic creations.

How about a guided tour of the 
historic minefields of Poplar Creek? 
Inviting friends to your house to 
enjoy a private concert? Ziplining? 
Botanical and garden tours, 
waterfront vacations, jazz festival 
pass, bike maintenance service, 
power tools instruction, online visit 
with author Iona Whishaw, who 
grew up in Queens Bay and whose 
books have Kootenay settings – 
these are just a few of more than 
100 items up for bids in the auction.

The successful auction last year 
enabled the completion of purchase 
of the site for the new library 
across from Front Street Park. 
This year’s auction and other fund-
raising efforts will help the project 
demonstrate strong community 

Online auction to raise funds for new Kaslo library
support to qualify for construction 
funding from granting agencies. 
A key goal of the new library is 
net-zero carbon emissions, in line 
with Kaslo’s commitment to 100% 
renewable energy by 2050.

You can view the catalogue 
of auction offerings by doing an 

internet search for ‘Kaslo Library 
2022 Fundraiser’ and clicking on 
the ‘Auction’ tab.

Details of the new library 
project are featured on the Kaslo 
and District Public Library website, 
and at the kiosk on the building site 
at Front and 5th Streets in Kaslo.

Johan Glaudemans is the new secretary-treasurer and chief financial officer for School District 
8 Kootenay Lake. He previously worked as director of finance for the Northern Region Health 

Authority in Manitoba, as chief financial officer for the Sioux Lookout Meno Ya Win Health Centre 
and as director of finance and corporate services for the Government of the Northwest Territories 

- Tlicho Community Services Agency. He has over a decade of experience in professional 
leadership roles in finance and human resources, is a chartered professional accountant auditor, 

chartered accountant, holds a master’s degree in management from France, a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration from the Netherlands and speaks French, English and Dutch.
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Even small ads get 
noticed in the 

Valley Voice.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Village of Nakusp
UPDATED Council Meeting Location
Council Meetings – 2nd & 4th Mondays of each Month

6:30 pm in the EMERGENCY SERVICES BUILDING (300-8th Ave NW)
Unless otherwise specified

REMAINING COUNCIL MEETING DATES
 Monday, April 25, 2022  Monday, May 9, 2022    Tuesday, May 24, 2022
 Monday, June 13, 2022  Monday, June 27, 2022    Monday, July 11, 2022
 Monday, August 22, 2022 Monday, Sept 26, 2022    Tuesday, October 11, 2022
 Monday, October 24, 2022 Monday, November 7, 2022 (Inaugural Meeting)
 Monday, Nov 28, 2022  Monday, December 12, 2022 

  No Meetings Scheduled:
  *July 25 and August 8 - Council Summer Break    
  *September 12 - UBCM Convention Sept 12-16, 2021
  *December 26 - Council Winter Break

COMING SOON!
Olaf and Elsa are looking for their FOR-
EVER HOME!  They are a bonded pair, 
healthy, about 6 months old, short-hair, 
beautiful tabby kittens!
Call PALS today at 250-265-3792 if 
you are ready to welcome two adorable 
sweet kittens into your home.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
COVID grants

The Village is going to use part 
of the COVID recovery grants it 
has received from the Province 
to support people suffering from 
addiction, homelessness, and mental 
or other health problems because of 
the pandemic.

Counci l  approved a  s taff 
recommendation to take $50,000 
from the COVID-19 Safe Restart 
Grant to create a matching grant 
reserve to support local non-profit 
programs for vulnerable populations. 

There’s currently nearly $462,000 
available in the Village’s COVID-19 
Safe Restart Fund.

Organizations would be limited 
to a maximum of one application of 
up to $10,000, “except for projects 
that address an issue of paramount 
community concern, as determined 
by council,” a report from Director of 
Finance Mark Tennant said. 

Council could increase or 
decrease these maximum dollar 
values prior to adopting the policy if 
desired, he added in a report.

Council adopted a policy and 
application form drafted by staff. The 

Nakusp council, March 28: Grants to be available to local non-profits
policy sets the rules for who could 
be eligible for the funds, and what 
purposes they could be used for. 
Downtown revit hiccup

Council has been flagged that it 
has some big decisions to make with 
its plans for further renovations and 
improvements on Broadway Avenue.

The $750,000 Phase 3 Downtown 
Revitalization project is expected 
to start early in April. The stretch 
of the downtown between Nelson 
Avenue and 2nd Avenue will see 
sidewalk ‘bulb-outs’ created, new 
lights, planters, benches, and other 
improvements. 

This year, the Village plans to do 
the entire season’s work in one shot, 
rather than breaking up the project to 
not interfere with tourist season – a 
decision that should save money.

But a culvert for Powell Creek is 
in desperate need of replacement, and 
it runs right under Broadway through 
the planned construction zone. That 
leaves council with three options: do 
phase 3 now, then re-do that crossing 
when the culvert project gets started 
next year; hold phase 3 off on that 
stretch of Broadway until the culvert 
project is started; pay for the culvert 
replacement and do it simultaneously 

with phase 3 this year.
The first option has bad ‘optics’ – 

Village workers fixing the road then 
tearing it up again next year. The 
second option would work, but leaves 
the street an ugly mess for more than 
a year. The third option gets the job 
done in one shot, but the Village may 
not be eligible for the grant funds to 
pay for it.

That last option carries the risk of 
higher costs, or “slightly more than 
cost neutral” spending if council takes 
that choice, a report said.

It would cost an extra $93,000 to 
replace the culvert project this year, 
not including unforeseen expenses 
if the culvert is in worse shape than 
expected. The money would come 
from gas tax reserves.

A follow up staff report will 
be brought forward for the April 8 
meeting of council with a request 
for decision “once the remaining 
variables are known,” the report says.
Tree planting camp

A tree planting company is hoping 
to use some Village property for a 
back-up plan for housing its workers 
during spring planting season. 

G r e e n p e a k s  R e s o u r c e 
Management Ltd., a local silviculture 

company, asked if it could use the 
rec complex to site a camp for 20-25 
workers for May and June should 
their first option fall through. 

The arrangement would be 
similar to the firefighter camp set up 
last summer, but “much smaller,” says 
a report to council.

“The Village is centrally located 
and an arrangement would be 
mutually beneficial,” says the report. 
“The provisions of space, water and 
electrical utility would provide a 
modest income for the Village.”

In debate, council decided the 
overflow area at the municipal 
campground might be a better 
location, and directed staff to discuss 
the arrangement with the planting 
company. Any agreement will have 
provisions to “protect the interest 
of residents,” including noise and 
cleanliness guidelines. 
NAV-Care comes to 
Nakusp

A program that matches specially-
trained volunteers with people 
suffering from declining health is 
coming to the Arrow Lakes region.

Christa Rebman, the co-ordinator 
for Nakusp Nav-CARE, asked for 
council’s help to spread the word 

about the program.
Nav-CARE volunteers provide 

social, emotional, and practical 
support, help create connections and 
advocate for clients and families 
to access health and other services. 
About 18 people work in the region 
offering support to seniors and the 
vulnerable.

The program, supported by 
Interior Health, the Columbia Basin 
Trust, the University of BC, among 
others, notes that one in five seniors 
struggle with day-to-day activities 
and accessing services. By providing 
support, it allows people to slow 
their declining health and remain 
independent longer.

“By centering the needs and 
experiences of adults with declining 
health, Nav-CARE fosters social 
inclusion and helps build more age- 
and ability-friendly communities,” 
Rebman said in a presentation to 
council.

Rebman also asked for council 
support for any funding applications 
they may make in the future.

Council was happy to hear the 
service expanding to the region and 
received Rebman’s presentation as 
information.

By John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village of Nakusp has laid 
out its capital spending plans for the 
next five years. A report presented 
at the March 22 Village council 
meeting details millions of dollars’ 
worth of infrastructure projects – and 
how to pay for them. 

The report, completed by 
LandInfo Technologies, is part 
of the Village’s 2022-2026 asset 
management plan – the system all 
municipal governments need to have 
in place in order to apply for grants 
for funding water, sewer, and other 
infrastructure projects.

The report notes that the Village 
owns about $67 million worth of 
infrastructure, if it all had to be 
replaced today. More than half that 

Nakusp’s capital program presented to council
is buried in the ground as water 
and sewer pipes. The arena, Village 
hall, emergency building and other 
property makes up another quarter 
of the Village’s assets.

The asset plan has to detail 
how the Village plans to pay to 
maintain all that infrastructure. 
According to the report, the Village 
should be investing $1.5 million per 
year in infrastructure maintenance 
or replacement, paid for through 
taxation, user fees, grants, etc. The 
more the Village can raise from 
outside sources, the less impact there 
would be on taxes. 

CAO Wayne Robinson told 
the Valley Voice the Village is still 
“a ways off” from reaching the 
contribution goal of $1.5 million 
per year. 

“Contributions come through 
taxation and utility fees,” he says. 
“Grants are something we always 
look to leverage when an asset needs 
to be rehabilitated or installed, but 
grants are rarely 100% and are never 
guaranteed. In short, we can’t rely on 
grant funding being available when 
we need it.”

He says in recent years the 
Village has contributed anywhere 
from around $660,000 to $820,000 
into reserves to fund future projects.

There’s a consequence for not 
keeping up with the cost, the report 
warns. Not meeting the capital 
investment needed would mean 
accepting higher levels of risk and 
higher consequences from failures 
in infrastructure.

“The actual value of this average 
annual investment will increase over 
time with inflation, and without 
planning for municipal revenue 
increases to match inflation, the 
Village will be unable to support 
current service levels in the future,” 
it says.

The report also outlines the big 
projects facing the Village in the 
immediate future.

“The most critical piece of 
infrastructure in need of replacement 
is the 1st Avenue culvert due to 
the probability of failure and 
consequence of failure,” the report 
says. It is scheduled for replacement 
in 2023. 

T h e  s e w e r  m a i n  a l o n g 
the waterfront walkway is also 
considered a must-fix project, due 
to the consequences should it fail. 
It’s due to be replaced in the next 
10-15 years.

A water main that runs from 
Glenacres to Nelson Avenue N along 
Churchill Road, and a stormwater 
culvert along 1st Avenue NW are 
also considered higher risk.

Other projects in the coming 
months and years include wastewater 
plant improvements, the marina 
breakwater, downtown revitalization, 
the biomass plant and sidewalk 
replacements.

Council received the report as 

information, and the asset plan will 
be incorporated into the Village’s 
five-year financial plan when that’s 
settled later this spring.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The organization representing 
businesses in Nakusp is going to 
survive, at least for another year.

After several weeks’ search, 
enough Chamber of Commerce 
members were found to form a 
quorum for the group’s board of 
directors.

“I’m very happy,” said outgoing 
president Barbara Ross. “They seem 
quite enthusiastic, and ready to do 
some good things.”

Ross had warned in March 
the Chamber was on the verge of 
shuttering after nearly 70 years. She 
said at the time that retirements and 
volunteer burnout had resulted in 
none of the board members wanting 
to return to the executive.

Nakusp Chamber rounds 
up quorum for executive

While three people stepped up at 
the group’s annual general meeting, 
it took a few weeks to find two more 
volunteers out of the organization’s 
100+ membership. The new board 
will meet in a few weeks to select a 
president and other members of the 
executive.

Ross also said the Chamber is 
still going ahead with plans to find a 
new organization to run the village’s 
Visitor Centre. Work to keep the 
tourist booth open proved to be too 
much for the group of mostly small 
business owners, she says.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

New Spring Hours:
Tuesday – Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Main Street, New Denver 
www.RavensNestBC.com

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

Evergreen 
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments

250-265-0387

CLASSIFIED ADS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

MUSIC LESSONS

Local, organic 
homemade food
509 Harold Street

Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
250-355-2433

Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

ACCOUNTING 
FOR YOU 

Need to manage your GST, PST, 
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage 
Deduction remittances? 

We provide timely processing 
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and 
Financial Statements 

Sharie Merrifield 
25 years experience 
Email: sha01@telus.net 
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’) 
Tel: (250) 358-6806

EDUCATION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

FOR RENT

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
AREA H NORTH TV SOCIETY POLL: 
We are asking our watchers to let us know 
which ONE of the following channels they 
would like us to add to their service, ABC, 
National Geographic, Vision, or BBC First 
(Canada). We also plan to switch over from 
Global Vancouver to Global Okanagan as 
a more local source of news and weather. 
Agree? Thanks for your input. DJ Wright, 
phone 250-358-7200.
COVID CARE ALLIANCE:  This 
alliance of independent Canadian doctors, 
scientists and health care practitioners is 
committed to providing top-quality and 
balanced evidence-based information to the 
Canadian public about COVID-19 so that 
hospitalizations can be reduced, lives saved, 
and our country safely restored as quickly as 
possible. www.canadiancovidcarealliance.
org.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
What an amazing opportunity to live your 
dream and own your own business. Become 

the proud owner of the Valley Voice and 
a quaint building on the main street of 
New Denver. The newspaper business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
JONATHAN WHITE Client Support 
Group Society’s AGM is April 25/22 at 6:00 
pm by zoom invite.
SQUARE DANCING for ages 13 & up 
is starting again! Saturday, May 14 from 
6:30 to 9 pm at the Bosun Hall in New 
Denver. No previous experience necessary 
as instruction will be given. Admission is 

by donation to pay for the rental of the hall. 
SLOCAN VALLEY CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE AGM – April 11, Knox 
Hall in New Denver, 7 pm. In person! 
Guest speaker: Executive Director of 
Arrow Slocan Tourism Association, Megan 
Chadwick. Come meet our new Chamber 
Manager and Visitor Centre Manager, 
Darcy Lindsay!
YARD & YARDAGE! Outdoor market at 
the Slocan Valley Threads Guild, Sunday, 
April 24 from 10 to 2. Fabric, yarn, 
notions, craft supplies, sweets, savouries 
and PERENNIALS at reasonable prices. 
Come to Perry’s Siding at Highway 6. No 
dogs please.
SLOCAN VALLEY GRASSROOTS 
GRAMMAS’ Springtime Bakery & 
Boutique on the Slocan Park Hall verandah. 
Saturday, April 9, 11-2. Pies, loaves, 
brownies, cookies! 250-226-7305 or 
lindarae@netidea.com.
HIKE FOR HOSPICE: May 1, 2022, 
10 am-2 pm. Register at hospital heli-pad. 
Pledge forms will be available at local 

businesses. Music, fun, entertainment and a 
Grad Hot Dog Stop. Walk-, Bike-, Stroller-, 
Electric Scooter-friendly.
KOHAN CLEAN-UP: As soon as the 
snow starts to melt, gardeners get itchy 
green thumbs and the first to hit the garden 
with rakes in hand are the Kohan Garden 
Clean-up Crew. Join us, the Slocan Lake 
Garden Society, April 9 and 10, from 9-4, 
to prepare the Kohan for spring. Bring 
a rake and work gloves. Free hot lunch, 
door prizes.
READY, SET, LEARN at Lucerne School 
in New Denver! A free pre-Kindergarten 
program for parents and preschoolers (ages 
3 to 5). Home-based learners are invited. 
The special theme this year is birds - their 
nests, songs, and eggs. Also included is 
literacy, numeracy, fine motor skills, stories, 
music and more. Join Lila from 1:00 to 3:00 
pm, Friday, April 22, April 29 and May 6. 
Location: Lucerne School in the Preschool/
Strong Start room. To register call Lila 
at 250 358 7766. Sponsored by SD10 & 
Ministry of Education.
SUNDAY MUSIC JAMS at the SLOCAN 
VALLEY LEGION: beginning again on 
April 10, 4-8 pm. We now have a food 

menu! 502 Harold St. in Slocan. The Legion 
welcomes members and guests.
UKRAINE FUNDRAISER  at  the 
SLOCAN VALLEY LEGION: Saturday, 
April 16, 7-10 pm. Live music. Entry by 
donation. Raffle Basket. 502 Harold St. in 
Slocan. The Legion welcomes members 
and guests.
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM BOTTLE DRIVE: Saturday, 
April 9, 9 am-12 noon. Pickup from Slocan 
Park to Slocan City. Call ahead for large 
pickups, 250-355-2212. Thank you for 
your support.

ONLINE DIGITAL SUPPORT: Need 
help using your laptop, tablet, or smart 
phone? Want to learn how to use Zoom, 
Facebook or another online platform? 
Sign up for FREE one-on-one support 
via Zoom. Email or phone to get started. 
Sayre Knight 250-226-6949, sknight@
cbal.org.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL SPACE 
available for lease on Broadway in Nakusp. 
500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core commercial. 92 
W Broadway St. 250-265-1568.
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REAL ESTATE

COMMUNITY

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HEALTH

RENTAL WANTED

NOTICES

SERVICES

coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

RECYCLING

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

      250-358-7199

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

ADVERTISING
Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 
March 4,

2022

PETS

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION! 
Come shop for gently used kids clothes, 
footwear etc., on a pay-what-you-can 
donation system. Open on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays & Saturdays 11 am-3 pm at 
222 Lake Ave., Silverton. Contact us at 
info@kootskids.ca or ‘Koots Kids Clothing 
Store’ on Facebook.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
GRIT & GRACE COUNSELLING - Jane 
Flotron, RTC, RST, BCST. Counselling, 
Somat ic  & At tachment  Therapy, 

Biodynamic Cranial Sacral Therapy. (250) 
551-4677. Jane@GritandGraceRST.ca. 
Slocan, Winlaw, Nelson.

CLEANER and PERSONAL SUPPORT 
WORKER wanted for the New Denver-
Slocan area. Both jobs are part-time. $19 
to start plus applicable mileage, depending 
on experience. Will train. employment@
spectrumcares.ca.
65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for 
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
K A S L O  C O M M U N I T Y 
A C U P U N C T U R E  C L I N I C 
COORDINATOR - Kaslo Community 
Acupuncture Society is looking for a clinic 
coordinator 2-3 times per month every 
second Friday, 12:30 pm-6:30 pm. Hourly 
wage starts at $20/hour. Requirements: 
friendly, kind and calm personality, people 
skills, computer skills (MS Excel, Word), 
secretarial experience, organization skills, 
ability to maintain confidentiality. Contact 
kaslocas@gmail.com
HEALTHY COMMUNITY SOCIETY 
is seeking a COMPOST MANAGER. 
The ideal candidate is physically fit (able 
to lift bins of compost), has a vehicle to 

transport compost from New Denver and 
Silverton to Rosebery, and is keen to be 
part of this exciting community composting 
project. Approx. 5 hours/ week, $24/hour 
+ reimbursement for travel. To apply, 
submit resume and cover letter by April 15 
to hcsnorthslocanvalley@gmail.com. Job 
description available by request.
BURGEONING LOCAL FINANCIAL 
FIRM seeking part time administrative 
assistant (minimum 3 hours/week). 
Successful applicant will be outgoing 
and cheerful, positive, detail oriented, an 
effective communicator, and willing to 
learn. Duties will include, but not be limited 
to: data entry, follow up with clients and 
paperwork, setting and confirming client 
appointments, dictation, other tasks as 
directed. Own computer required, work 
from your home; training provided. To 
apply, email noah@richlundy.com.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 

Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of 
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES 
SOCIETY is a community resource, 
providing step-by-step information 
to assist in making informed choices 
when pre-planning a personalized, 
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

NO OBLIGATION free home market 
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006. 
Valhalla Path Realty.

THE PERFECT TENANT for your small 
house/cottage. Retired, single woman, non-
smoker, no pets is looking for a long-term 
rental May 1. Excellent references. Erika 
250-358-7711/eriberi2012@hotmail.com
LOCAL WRITER/RESEARCHER 
on relationship between spirit and Nature 
looking to rent cabin or detached unit, 
ideally in a wild area. Please call 250-
551-1251.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
SATELLITE TV/INTERNET  - 
installation, service & repair: Xplornet, 
Shaw, Telus, Bell, and other systems - home 
& business, audio/video, cell boosters 
& wifi networks - TJF WORKS - James 
250-505-8392.
LANDSCAPING - Professional - Reliable 
– Experienced. Serving Kaslo and area. 
Call or text Matt 250-353-1053.
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WANTED

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7 

 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70,  New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

Medical and 
recreational 

cannabis seeds
Outlawseeds.

online

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.

submitted
A new $34-million fund for non-

profit groups in British Columbia 
will provide much needed support for 
organizations that were affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and continue to 
struggle during recovery.

The historic investment of $30 
million from the provincial government’s 
2022 budget includes an additional $4 
million from Vancouver Foundation. 
The non-profit sector contributes $6.7 
billion to the provincial economy and 
employs more than 86,000 British 
Columbians at approximately 29,000 
non-profit organizations throughout the 
province.

“Our government recognizes 
the important work non-profits do in 
building strength and resilience in our 
communities, which is why we have 
created a Recovery and Resiliency 
Fund,” said Niki Sharma, Parliamentary 
Secretary for Community Development 
and Non-Profits. “They have been 
there for British Columbians during the 
challenges of the past year, and we will 
be there for them through economic 
recovery.”

A 2021 Vantage Point survey noted 
that due to the pandemic, 48% of non-
profit organizations have experienced 
challenges such as reduced revenue, 
higher operating costs to deliver 
services, an increased demand for 

Recovery and Resiliency Fund provides new support for BC’s non-profits
services and a decline in volunteers 
and limited financial reserves to bridge 
through COVID-19 impacts or to invest 
in technological infrastructure for a 
virtual transition.

The focus of the new fund is to 
support organizations whose staff, 
volunteers, programs and operations 
have been disproportionately affected by 

COVID-19. Funding will fill crucial gaps 
not covered by other funding sources, 
such as gaming grants, with a focus on 
building organizational resilience.

Vancouver Foundation and United 
Way British Columbia will administer 
the funds. Both organizations are 
experienced in delivering multiple grant 
programs to organizations throughout 

BC and leveraging funding from other 
sources to ensure the Recovery and 
Resiliency Fund is used for maximum 
benefit.

The New Relationship Trust, an 
Indigenous-led funding body, will 
administer at least $5 million to support 
the recovery and resilience of Indigenous 
communities. Ministry staff are working 

closely with the funding organizations 
to finalize details for application criteria 
and guidelines.

The fund is anticipated to launch in 
June 2022. To stay up to date on the fund, 
interested organizations can subscribe 
to Vancouver Foundation at: https://
www.vancouverfoundation.ca/grants/
recovery-and-resiliency-fund

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A spring squall that came with wild 
winds and heavy rain cut electrical 
service across much of the Valley Voice 
readership area on Monday.

More than 1,500 customers were 
left without power just before 1 pm. 
And at press time, service was not 
expected to be restored until later in the 
evening for many customers.

The storm on April 4 affected a 
swath from Trout Lake in the north to 
Edgewood, and the north Slocan Valley 
as far south as Enterprise Creek.

“Our crews are reporting that 
there is a tree down that has caused 
damage to both our transmission and 
distribution lines,” said BC Hydro 
spokeperson Mary Anne Coules. 

The BC Hydro outage map listed a 
“downed tree” near the Fauquier area. 
It’s not known if that one caused the 

Windstorm causes power outages April 4
wider blackout.

The village of Nakusp only 
experienced a brief outage. But at press 
time about 700 people in Shoreholme, 
Fauquier, Trout Lake, and along Slocan 

Lake were being told they’d have to 
wait until at least 9 pm to see service 
restored.

There were also outages reported 
in the Nelson Hydro and FortisBC 

service areas. The Slocan Valley 
community of Vallican had an outage 
that affected a couple of customers, as 
did Tarrys, South Slocan, and the other 
communities along the Kootenay River.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

If it seems like winter is clinging 
on just a little too long this year, you’re 
not mistaken.

The La Nina weather pattern is 
still dominating the weather, and kept 
temperatures cool and a little drier than 
average in March.

“Cooler than average monthly 
mean temperatures are often reported 
during the late winter and early spring 
months in the West Kootenay during 
a La Nina phase of the ENSO index,” 
says Southeast Fire Centre weather 
forecaster Jesse Ellis, citing the term 

La Nina keeps West Kootenay in the chill
for the El Nino Southern Oscillation. 
That’s the Pacific Ocean current whose 
shifting cycle regularly affects weather 
patterns in western North America.

There were no temperature, 
precipitation, or wind records broken 
last month. The highest temperature 
recorded was 16.8°C on the 29th, 
while the coldest point was -10°C on 
the 10th. It rained or snowed for 15 
days in March for a total of about 41.8 
millimetres of precipitation, about 35% 
below normal.

The depth of the snow on the 
ground at the beginning of the month 
started off around 30 centimetres 

(average for March 1 is closer to 20 
centimetres), and had melted off from 
Castlegar weather station by around 
the 13th.

“Five of the last ten years had snow 
holding on longer into March, with the 
other five seeing it melt off sooner,” 
says Ellis.
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consultants that the OCP should strive 
to protect the community’s small-
town feel. 

“As a small community in a 
beautiful setting, the Village must 
manage and guide our future growth 
so that our desired future as a 
community can be realized,” note 
the consultants. “For some residents 
this might mean promoting more 
growth, for others it might mean a 
more steady state. Growth for a small 
village can have numerous pros and 
cons that must be balanced to achieve 
the desirable future.”
Lots of empty space 

But if Slocan needs more people, 
where can they go? The consultants 
found the prevailing opinion around 
town was there was not much 
available land for new housing in 
the village.

They decided to check the 
numbers.

“In early interviews, many people 
felt that there was no land left for 
new homes and businesses,” says 
a presentation by the consultants. 
“Current density in Slocan is 2.7 units 
per hectare (6.7 units per acre). This is 
considered ‘very low density.’”

The consultants’ research found 
nearly 99 acres of developable land 
in Slocan – 60% of it owned by the 
Village. And more than half of private 
land in town has only 25% of the 
property covered by buildings. That’s 
an opportunity for tiny homes or lane 
homes, as well as subdivision of lots 
or building of multi-unit properties. 

So the OCP consultants have 
spent considerable time asking 
residents their opinion about the 
kinds of infill housing they would 
find acceptable – from multi-unit 
houses to small apartments, clusters 
of homes and commercial/residential 
combinations.

“Increasing density through infill 
will keep taxes lower over the long 
run,” the consultants note. “More 
people paying for the same amount of 
water lines, roads, sidewalks, parks, 
trails, etc.”

Based on the feedback they 
receive, the OCP will also set rules 
on the kinds of new buildings that 
can be built, where they can be built, 
and rough guidelines on what they 
can look like. 
Development rules to 
widen

The new OCP will add new 
tools to the Village’s municipal 
development kit, including new 
development permit areas and 
permitting processes to allow more 
growth and flexibility.

“The OCP update gives the 
Village the opportunity to establish 
minimum requirements for what new 
buildings should look like through 
updates to the Village’s Development 
Permit Areas (DPAs) and associated 
DPA policies,” note the consultants. 
“The Village’s current OCP has one 
DPA for multi-family buildings and 
one for environmental protection. 
DPAs can also help to preserve the 
rural character in Slocan.”

The OCP will also help guide 
whether the community wants to see 

more industrial or business growth 
in town.

“Commercial and industrial 
lands can get Slocan to financial 
sustainability more quickly than 
residential,” notes the consultant’s 
report. “This is because commercial 
and industrial tax rates are much 
higher than residential. The Village 
currently has just .1% of its land 
dedicated to industrial use (not 
including the mill property) and 5.4% 
dedicated to commercial.

“Increasing commercial and 
industrial lands in the Village could 
potentially generate additional 
revenue and provide space for new 

businesses looking for land.”
No planning yet for mill 
lands

The future of the former mill site 
is also a big development issue for the 
community, since the Village bought 
the 19-acre property for $1.5 million 
last year. 

It’s the ‘elephant in the room’ for 
the community’s development, and 
residents told the consultants that 
drawing up a plan for those lands is a 
priority. However, the OCP will only 
mention the site’s development goals 
indirectly, says Blyth.

“Development of the mill site will 
take time – it won’t happen through 

the OCP,” he said. “For what the 
community wants to see… there’s 
still work to do prior to that. More 
conversation with the community is 
needed to get set up for that.”

The OCP will identify broad 
uses for the mill site – things like 
residential, commercial, public, 
or institutional activities – but not 
much more detail than that. Real 
work on the site will have to wait 
for contaminated soil remediation, 
development of a master plan, zoning 
changes and more, and could take 
10-15 years before truly getting 
underway, Blyth said. 

Other issues the consultants 

will address is the role that septic 
systems may or may not have in the 
village’s future growth, and boundary 
improvements (the consultants say the 
current town limits are “odd”).

The consultants will take the input 
they received from their many hours 
of public engagement back to their 
Revelstoke offices, to be massaged 
into the new Official Community 
Plan. A draft of that plan should be 
presented to council in May, and 
the public will have an opportunity 
to review the results. It then goes 
back for re-writes, and should be 
adopted by council sometime in the 
late summer.

continued on page 6

continued from page 20
Slocan village residents ponder plans for community’s future
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Dr. Fern Ireena 
Cooper 

November 19th, 1931 - 
March 2nd, 2022

Fern Cooper passed away 
peacefully on March 2nd, 2022 
at the age of 90. Mother to Leah 
Hernandez, Grandmother to Erin 
Cooper, Daniel Hernandez, James 
Hernandez and Natasha Hall as well 
as 8 great-grandchildren. She was 

predeceased by her parents, Tracy and Phillis Cooper, and her brother, 
Glen Cooper. She is survived by her brother Innes Cooper. Fern was born 
in 1931 in Slocan City where she spent much of her life. She worked as 
a reporter for the Nelson Daily News and sailed on the SS Minto as a 
reporter when it made its way up from Castlegar to Nakusp for the very 
last time on April 24th, 1954. She put herself through school to become 
a psychologist and received her PHD in 1965 in Montreal. She came 
back home to Nelson to become a Christian counselor. Over the years 
she helped many people and families. She was a lover of animals and had 
her own little hobby farm in Slocan where she raised sheep, goats and 
chickens. Fern was a strong and independent woman, she put her heart 
and soul into her family, her farm and her home. Over the years she built 
3 different houses on her land in Slocan. She also had a little cabin on 40 
acres in the Valhalla Park where she spent as much time as she could. Dr. 
Cooper was very strong in her faith, she loved Jesus and knew that she 
would see him someday. She is now at peace in the great banquet halls 
of Heaven with those who went before her. There will be a celebration of 
life Aug 27th, from 1-5pm at the Slocan Legion Hall. It will be a potluck. 
Everyone who knew and loved her is welcome to come.

WHY BUGS MATTER
Thank a bee, butterfly, ant, cricket, beetle 
or mite for your very life. Insects not only 
pollinate much of what we and other crea-
tures eat, they also control insects harmful 
to crops and forests, recycle decomposing 
leaves and thereby build soil, purify water 
and sequester carbon. Protecting insect 
habitat is critical to the survival of billions 
of organisms in virtually every ecosystem.

Mountain 
Valley Station

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

About 30 people gathered at 
the beachfront in Slocan on a rainy, 
windy day last week to take a walking 
tour of the town.

But they weren’t sightseeing 
tourists. They were locals, there 
to talk about the future of Slocan, 
and how they would like to see it 
developed.

“It’s important to provide housing 
choice in a community,” says Fraser 
Blyth, stopping in front of a modern 
four-plex in town that was part of the 
tour. “How many people here would 
be okay with this built next to their 
house?”

Two-thirds of the walkers raise 
their hands.

“And the condos down the road? 
What about having that next door?”

Just one or two hands go up.

Slocan village residents ponder plans for community’s future
“So what feels ‘too big’ in 

Slocan?” he says, following up, 
looking for feedback.  “It can be a 
tough question.”

Blyth, a municipal government 
consultant with Selkirk Planning and 
Design, took the two dozen cold, but 
engaged, souls on a four-block tour of 
the village core, pointing out various 
places in the community and asking 
for comments on issues they raise. 

The tour was just one part of 
a week-long blitz of community 
engagement  for  the  off ic ia l 
community plan. Residents also 
took part in an evening workshop 
on OCP issues, and filled in a public 
survey on their preferences for their 
community’s future. 
Master document

An OCP is technically a land-use 
planning document, but in effect it sets 
the long-term vision for a community. 
It’s a “series of policies and objectives 
that guide future decision-making of 
the Village and has legal status as the 
highest level plan in the Village,” says 
a presentation by Selkirk Planning 
and Design.

An OCP doesn’t give details 
about future development – what 
exact kind of building or business 
should go on a particular lot. It does, 
however, set general rules limiting the 
size, height and style of buildings, the 
areas they can be they can be sited in, 
and in what general activities can take 

place there – industrial, commercial, 
public or residential. 

The OCP, then, can set directions 
to make the village more eco-
friendly, attract certain kinds of 
business, tourism or homeowners, 
and encourage or downplay growth 
and development. Most every aspect 
of what the municipal government 
does, from parks, trails, business 
development and housing, is touched 
on in the document.

“It’s a plan that’s developed 
with the community,” says Blyth. 
“And council can refer to it and say 
‘yes, we’ve already agreed this is a 
good idea through the OCP, so let’s 
move forward with the decision as 
proposed.’”

The Village has an OCP, but it 
dates back to the loss of Springer 
Creek Forest Products, and a lot 
has changed in the last decade. The 
community’s growth has rebounded 
since the last census, growing 31% in 
five years and the town has bought the 
abandoned mill site, opening up new 
economic opportunities for the town 
of 380 people.

At the same time, there’s 
challenges. The economy had 

languished for years, and would-be 
entrepreneurs say there’s a lack of 
commercial or industrial property 
available. Traffic is a growing issue 
in summer, as well as policing. There 
are few jobs for youth.

The OCP, then, will look at 
ways to encourage a commercial 
core, which could provide more 
opportunity for young people.
Setting the vision

The consultants have been 
engaging with locals for weeks on 
the project, and setting priorities was 
the first task.

The list is wide in scope. The 
initial round of talks decided the 
OCP should prioritize setting 
rules to establish a village core; be 
mindful of the needs of youth and 
seniors; provide better environmental 
protection and include climate change 
resiliency; and seek to provide more 
affordable housing and health and 
safety services. 

To make those things happen, the 
most common ideas the public came 
up with were to develop a plan for 
the mill site, improve parks, trails, 
and rec activities, build a community 
centre, provide high-speed internet 

access and community-led affordable 
housing projects.

The initial consultation provided 
a draft of the OCP’s vision statement, 
which says in part that Slocan is a 
“peaceful village in the Slocan Valley 
that is deeply connected to the unique 
surrounding natural areas and scenic 
waterfront.”
Challenges of growth

Beyond the blue-sky vision, the 
OCP can also help the village work 
its way out of some economic and 
demographic tight spots it finds 
itself in. 

Chief among those issues is the 
village is small. That not only makes 
it prone to boom-and-bust cycles 
of business and population growth, 
but it means Slocan has a smaller-
than-average tax base and is highly 
dependent on grants from higher 
levels of government. The planning 
consultants note that makes it hard 
to pay for the infrastructure needed 
to keep the community operating – 
things like roads, parks, and water 
and sewer services. 

But growth comes with its own 
challenges, and residents told the 

continued on page 19

About 30 people gathered at the beachfront in Slocan on a rainy, windy day last week to take a walking tour of the town.

Wishing everyone a bright, happy spring 
and Easter from all of us here at 

Mountain Valley Station in Slocan, BC. 
Our new spring and summer hours are 

now in effect from April 1 to September 30, 2022. 
The gas station will be open from 7 am to 8 pm 

7 days a week
Bottle Room will be open Tuesday-Saturday 
from 9 am to 5 pm; however closed Sunday, 

Monday and holidays
We’re always looking to support naturally local. 

Do you make or grow something that needs to be in our store? 
Give Michelle a call to see if we can make it happen. 

We look forward to seeing you soon. Make it a great day!

250-355-2245


