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Municipalities face choices as fibre-optic line nears completion
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Municipal leaders in the Slocan
Valley - Arrow Lakes region are
exploring how best to deliver high-speed
internet services to their communities as
the fibre-optic trunk line up the valley
nears completion.
“These communities have limited
resources, so it’s one of the reasons we’ve
been hanging back a bit and trying to
decide what to do,” says Silverton Mayor
Colin Ferguson. “But it’s happening in
the next 12 months, so we do have to
start thinking about this.”
And as they ponder, two different
models are emerging – a publicly-owned
fibre-to-the-home network in the ground,
and a private internet service delivered
mostly over the air.
Started in 2019, the $10 million
Slocan Valley fibre-optic backbone will
see high-speed fibre-optic line installed
from Playmor Junction in the south
to Shoreholme, north of Nakusp. The
Columbia Basin Broadband Corporation
said the project would be completed by
March 2023.
However, some analysts predict
the line could be ‘lit up’ as soon as
this spring, bringing more urgency to
planning for last mile delivery.

The public model

Silverton council met recently with
local consultant Tim Ryan to discuss how
the community could operate its own
internet service. Ryan was one of the
founders of the Kaslo infoNet Society,
which has installed community-owned

high-speed fibre-optic line in Kaslo
and around the north end of Kootenay
Lake. He also runs a company called
ComXpertise.
Ryan talks about a ‘fibre fabric’
being installed by a community along the
backbone, installing its own fibre lines
and creating its own service according
to the community’s needs.
“Just as we build water and power
supplies to every property, plan to build
and connect fibre along with it,” he says.
Ryan says Silverton is a great
location for such a fabric, with its
compact, well-laid-out grid of homes.
The fibre trunk line will already have
a ‘point of presence,’ or local access
connection, in town, so the Village would
only have to lay fibre from the access
point to homes and businesses.
“What remains is to create a cable
placement plan and service map for
endpoints and cable routing,” Ryan said.
With software managing the signal
and automating billing, and the fibre
itself proving to be low maintenance and
low-cost to install, Ryan says it is not
only within the ability of communities,
it is also do-able financially, as the
infrastructure can soon pay for itself.
Each household drop could generate
from $1,000 to $1,600 annually, he says,
if the utility wanted to charge people in
the community what they pay now for
for-profit internet and a landline. The
community-held service has been proven
to work in Kaslo, he says.
“[KiN] operates in positive cashflow,
delivers what it promised, to close to

1,000 subscribers, and reinvests its
cashflow in the community,” he says.
Ryan has also had talks with officials
in Nakusp, and the Village of Slocan
just appointed a councillor to look into
the KiN proposal, among other options.

First out the gate

But there’s another option that won’t
require municipal governments to raise
a finger to see the last mile completed in
their communities – and it will be ready
soon after the backbone ‘lights up.’
Columbia Wireless, an internet
service provider that already provides
internet to residents in the southern half
the valley, plans to connect to at least five
‘point of presence’ drops along the line.
It’s testing software and hardware now to
be ready, says its chief executive officer.
“We are working very closely with
CBT and as soon as the fibre is live,
we will be connecting to it in multiple
locations to deliver more bandwidth
to our mountaintop towers, which will
immediately increase speeds to all of
our existing wireless clients,” says Ben
Leslie, the company’s CEO. “The first
noticeable improvements will be felt by
all existing Columbia Wireless clients
in just a few short months after the CBT
fibre is live for us to use.”
Leslie says those plans already
include Silverton, Nakusp, Slocan and
other communities.
“Where it makes sense, we can bring
fibre to the home, but we also have many
other options for bringing fibre-like
service to people,” he says. “It’s going
to be awesome.”

Leslie declined to give a lot of details
of the company’s rollout and spending
plans, citing business confidentiality and
partner agreements. But he’s confident
his company can meet the federally
targeted data service levels of 50Mb
down and 10Mb up soon after the system
goes online.
“This will enable us to provide
anything anyone wants for bandwidth,”
he says.

New money announced

More players and schemes to
provide last mile service to the Slocan
Valley may appear as the backbone
project completes. That’s even more
likely now that the provincial and federal
governments announced $830 million
to make sure everyone in BC has equal
and full access to high-speed internet
by 2027.
“This joint record investment
of $830 million between the federal
and provincial governments means
many First Nations communities
will have high-speed internet access
for the first time – advancing true,

lasting and meaningful reconciliation
and self-determination,” Lisa Beare,
BC Minister of Citizen’s Services
announced March 8. “Approximately
115,000 households in rural, remote and
Indigenous communities that are still
underserved will now have the same
digital economic opportunities as larger
urban communities.”
Few details about how the money
will be spent were provided, however,
and none of the contacts the Valley Voice
spoke to had heard more than the news
release revealed.
But it is a possibility that small
villages like Silverton could find the
fund will help them buy the equipment
and expertise they need to do the project
on their own.
“We hope to implement the last mile
into people’s homes. There’s no sense
in not doing that,” Silverton Mayor
Ferguson told the Valley Voice. “This
announcement of funding could have a
great effect on that… we’ll have to wait
and see how they are going to spend
that money.”

More than a dozen people showed up for a spontaneous demonstration in support of Ukraine in New Denver
on Monday, March 21. The group walked through the streets singing: “There’s a river of birds in migration /
A nation / Of women with wings” and discussed the best ways to support the Ukrainian people and all those
dispossessed by war worldwide, especially women and children forced to abandon their homes.
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Appledale author tapped for George Woodcock Lifetime Achievement Award
is the wide scope of the area’s
writing community. “I think of
our tireless historians like the late
Ron Welwood and the astonishing
researcher Greg Nesteroff,”
Wayman said. “On the literary side
are excellent writers like Ernest
Hekkanen and Rita Moir, just to
name two of many.”
Two of Wayman’s recent books
are set in the Slocan Valley where
he lives. Winter’s Skin, published
by Oolichan in 2013, gathers poems
of his about the valley winter
together with photos of winter
scenes by valley photographers
Jeremy Addington and Rod Currie.
The tales in Wayman’s short
story collection from Douglas &
McIntyre in 2015, The Shadows
We Mistake For Love, are all set in
the Slocan.
Wayman’s most recent book
is a poetry collection, Watching a
Man Break a Dog’s Back: Poems
for a Dark Time, published by

Harbour in 2020. In 2015, he
was named a Vancouver, BC
Literary Landmark, with a plaque
on the city’s Commercial Drive
honouring his efforts to foreground
writing by people about their daily
employment and its effects on them
both on and off the job.
Since 1994, the Woodcock
Award has honored an outstanding

literary career in the province. The
award, which comes with a $5,000
honorarium, is presented jointly by
the City of Vancouver, Vancouver
Public Library, and BC BookWorld,
partnered with the Writers Trust of
Canada and Yosef Wosk.
Former winners include Nobel
laureate Alice Munro (2005), David
Suzuki (2011), Joy Kogawa (2008)

and journalists Barrry Broadfoot
(1997) and Paul St. Pierre (2000).
The Woodcock Award is
named after George Woodcock
(1912-1995), prolific writer, editor,
humanitarian and associate professor
at UBC. He was an early champion
of Canadian imaginative writing
and, in 1959, founded the scholarly
journal Canadian Literature.
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submitted
Slocan Valley author Tom
Wayman has been awarded the
province’s 2022 George Woodcock
Lifetime Achievement Award,
the book review newspaper BC
BookWorld announced Friday.
A writer since 1973, Wayman
has published two dozen collections
of poems, as well as three collections
of short stories, a novel, and four
collections of essays. He has edited
six poetry anthologies. Wayman has
lived in Appledale, near Winlaw,
since 1989.
“I’m especially pleased the
award this year has gone to someone
from the West Kootenay,” Wayman
said. “So much literary activity takes
place here. Our breathtaking natural
setting in all four seasons, plus a
highly opinionated population of
strong-minded characters makes the
area ideal for writers.”
Wayman said one of the
pleasures of living in the Kootenays

Appledale writer Tom Wayman has been awarded the George Woodcock Lifetime Achievement Award.

NEWS

March 24, 2022 The Valley Voice

Fisheries officials give update on kokanee collapse in Kootenay Lake
by Jan McMurray
Recovery of Kootenay Lake
kokanee – and Gerrard and bull
trout – could happen this decade,
provincial government staff told
people attending a webinar on
March 14.
Tyler Weir, large lake specialist,
said there were 17 million kokanee
fry in 2021, which is near the longterm average, and this could result
in well over a million spawners in
2024. “That would mean we’re
approaching normal,” he said.
Recovery of the Gerrard and
bull trout will lag behind kokanee
recovery, senior fish biologist
Jeff Burrows added. “There are
pessimistic forecasts of the mid
2030s, but we are doing the best
we can to make it the mid 2020s,”
he said.
The online webinar was hosted
by ministry staff to provide an
update on the kokanee collapse in
the main body of Kootenay Lake.
“We have complete scientific
consensus that predators caused
the collapse and have kept the
kokanee in a predator pit,” said
Will Warnock, aquatic specialist,
adding that they recently published
a peer-reviewed paper on this in a
leading scientific journal.
Warnock explained that the
collapse occurred between 2012
and 2014, mostly in the north arm
between Meadow Creek spawning
channel and Lardeau River, with
a record low number of spawners
in 2014. He said the kokanee do
well from egg to fall fry, but there
is poor survival as they head into
their second spring and summer.
Warnock said it is not clear
what caused the dynamic of too
many predators and too few prey in
the lake. Ministry data shows that
Gerrard and bull trout ate a smaller
number of kokanee up until about
2010, and then started eating all
the kokanee in the lake in 2011.
“We don’t fully understand why.
Our best hypothesis is that it was
a perfect storm of climate change,
and the abnormally high number of
kokanee and Gerrards at the time,”
Warnock said.
To get the lake ecosystem
back into balance, an action team
was formed in 2015 and has been
working on increasing the number
of kokanee and decreasing the
number of predators ever since.
Increasing the number of
kokanee is done by stocking the
lake with eggs and fry, and by
providing more food for them.
Since 2015, about 24 million
eggs and more than one million
fry from around the province have
been stocked in the lake, Warnock
said. In fall 2022, the target is
to stock five million eggs if that
many can be found from around
the province.
But, he warns, “the predator pit
can’t be fixed by stocking alone.”
So, more food for kokanee is being
provided through the Nutrient
Restoration Program.
To decrease predation, the
most effective program so far

is the Kootenay Lake Angler
Incentive Program (KLAIP),
which offers prizes to anglers
who bring their trout heads to
depots around the lake. The first
year of the program (2020) was
very successful, with the baseline
number of trout removed from the
lake doubled from 6,000 to 12,000.
The second year (2021) was not as
successful, presumably because of
the heat dome, fires and smoke,
and perhaps COVID restrictions.
Warnock said it may have had to
do with the smaller prizes in 2021,
and they will “beef up” the prizes
for this year.
Another action to decrease
predation is by amending fishing
regulations. Since 2015, it has been
mandatory to release kokanee back
into the lake, and the quotas for
the predators has been increased.
Duncan River was opened in 2019,
and the closure of the north arm
was rescinded in 2020. The use
of barbed hooks has been allowed
since 2020.
With these actions, Warnock
said spawner abundance of Gerrard
and bull trout has declined, but not
to a point where there is a concern.
“The predators have remained
high in the lake since the collapse,
but they are declining, so the older
fish are vulnerable to anglers,” he
said. “The big fish that remain are
in better shape with more kokanee
in their stomachs, so the predatorprey ratio is working in the right
direction.”
Rainbow and bull trout are
very resilient, added Matt Neufeld
of the fish and aquatic habitat
section out of Nelson. “They don’t
need strong spawns. They can
survive the lack of kokanee – they
aren’t as big and they are skinny –
but they survive.”
For 2022, the team has come up
with actions that have consensus
support from the Province and the
Ktunaxa, and some of the actions
are being delivered by Indigenous
community members, Neufeld
said. The proposed actions are to
continue the nutrient restoration
program, to stock five million
eggs, to continue and improve the
Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program, and increase the daily
limit of rainbow trout to five
(retain annual quota of ten).
They will also try to reduce
Gerrard spawners to a target
of 50-100 – the conservation
threshold. This will be done by
the Ktunaxa and Lower Kootenay
Band through tangle netting during
the six-week migration period,
which began in mid-March. Kaslo
River bull trout may be reduced as
well, to 50 spawners, but the focus
will be on Gerrards this year.
The monitoring program will
continue. “We have a good, robust
monitoring program and we’re
proposing to continue because it
gives us the data to base decisions
on,” Neufeld said.
The action team has
representatives from the
Freshwater Fisheries Society of

BC, Habitat Trust Conservation
Foundation, the Fish and Wildlife
Compensation Program, the
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural

Resource Operations, the Ktunaxa
Nation, the Okanagan Nation, the
Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, and Idaho
Fish & Game.
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OPINION

Join the party!

Hey hosers, how’s it goin’, eh?
Next time there is a BBQ party
organized at “The Hill” I would
like to offer my special BBQ sauce
recipe.
American Style BBQ Sauce
1 semi-trailer of suspicion
1/2 a truckload of nationalism
2 flatbeds of paranoia
1 16-wheeler of resentment
Yo u r c h o i c e o f m y s t e r y
ingredient researched on the internet
from a trusted source. For example,
chloroquine, Ivermectin or bleach.
A pinch of Facebook and Twitter
spice.
Bring to a boil, until your
emotions flare, and serve with an
excess of Canadian or American
flags.
Enjoy!
(Makes a great dipping sauce for
Freedom Fries.)
Rayn Butt Grau
New Denver

All the king’s
horses, and
all the king’s
men, couldn’t
put Humpty
together again

It’s time to thank the experts for
putting their mark on our planet.
Thank you for DDT. Thank you
for the horrifying experience of
thalidomide. Thank you for PCBs.
Thank you for the opioid crisis.
Thank you for the countless
prescription drugs, once deemed
safe and effective, now shelved
and deemed dangerous. But, most
of all, thank you for genetically
modifying our food crops to be
resistant to the lethal weed killer
glyphosate, aka Roundup, allowing
us to spray that shit all over the
planet, infecting almost every plant
we eat. Unfortunately, over the

years, the weeds have developed a
resistance to this toxic killer. This
is where the experts really shone,
showing off their brilliance. The
answer: ‘Spray more on.’ Wow!
These guys are sharp. We are so
lucky having experts to guide us. I
wonder who their lucky employer
is? And now, these amazing experts
are telling me to get vaccinated. The
vaccines are safe and effective. Yeah,
right. And if my aunt had balls, she’d
be my uncle.
Bill White
Passmore

War drums
beating

Has Canada declared war on
Russia? Tying up Soviet money and
sending $150 million as a ‘loan’ to
the Ukrainians with Canadian boots
on the ground sure sounds like an act
of war to me. Russia is not far from
Canada when you look at the Arctic
Circle. Will Canada’s paltry military,
underfunded for decades, even have
an impact against Russia?
I admire Canada’s pluck but we
are a small populated nation with a
joke of an armed forces. The real
military might is just south of us,
in USA. While Trudeau does his
famous virtue signal dance for the
world, he is imperiling all Canadians
with his war dance. Russia has
nuclear bombs that can light up the
sky faster than the speed of sound.
Will sleepy Joe Biden come to our
rescue or just shrug it off? Relations
with USA are near an all-time
low with poor communication, no
united front against Russia and
infrastructure like pipelines seriously
lacking.
Canada is looking like a
featherweight boxer taking on a
Soviet heavyweight with brass
knuckles. Where is the debate and
approval in Ottawa? A referendum
of the Canadian people on an act of
war against Russia would be great, if
we truly have skin in this war game!
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Fools rush in where angels fear
to tread, comrades. Is there no soft
voice of peace in Ottawa?
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Let’s keep
the creekside
natural

Building the all-wheels facility
for our youth is an important and
major opportunity for New Denver.
However, the busyness of the pump
track and buildings with a parking
lot on the open area on the dike is
where many area residents have
loved to spend quiet time for many
years. There are several other options
to locate this important structure to
be built: the open field in Centennial
Park, the site of the old arena beside
the creek or at the lower field of the
school.
We are grateful to the 2006
New Denver Village councillors for
shedding light on the bylaw creating
the off-leash area along the south side
of the creek. The bylaw describes the
area from the highway to the lake
on the dike. We can see the signage
found at the bottom of the stairs and
the Village map at the Welcome to
New Denver sign. We hope to see
the Village confirm this 15-year-old
bylaw and if they decide to change it,
that they will go through the standard
process. That would give residents a
chance to take part in informed and
open public consultation.
Our world-class dog park is
where villagers with and without
dogs have been enjoying the creek,
mountains, and forest for 15 years.
We do not need plastic dog toys
or structures to distract us from
nature or our dogs from running
and playing. Cutting down trees in
a lovely young forest to squeeze in
more activities would be very sad.
Let us keep our beautiful creekside
natural.
Joe and Eleanor Spangler
New Denver

Bias

One’s bias regarding any issue
will encourage you to seek only
complementary answers to limited
questions. There is little discomfort
or cognitive dissonance when you
seek answers only far enough to
validate your limited and biased
worldview. The truth however is
usually found only after a much
deeper investigation. A more three-
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dimensional understanding or image
of an issue is only achieved when
the problem is considered from
many different perspectives. The
whole truth is revealed from all
sides together. If one is susceptible
to paranoia/conspiracy theories, or
at best half-truth (but more likely
outright falsehood), that will suffice
to validate your worldview. Isn’t this
what a culture of cult is built on?
To Ms. Ross: it is absurd to
imply that vaccines make people
feel Godless. Pray more, do more,
selflessly, for others and you’ll feel
God just fine. It is the heart, not the
mind, that is the seat of the soul,
after all. Please write a page of
your proofs, as does Mr. Caniell,
regarding your claims of abortion
tainting, etc. What???!!!
Epistemology models ontology;
in other words, thoughts equal
behaviour. We become what we think
about most.
“Reflection is the path of
immortality, thoughtlessness the path
of death.” (Buddha) We won’t be a
truly advanced society until there is a
vaccine for ignorance. They’ll tell the
anti-vaxxers it’s a bleach injection or
a veterinary drug and they’ll take it.
The sad truth is that, and it’s painful
to say, COVID wasn’t lethal enough
to be taken seriously. The doctors at
the CDC could have a bad day in
the field and Ebola may get out to
the world – it kills some 90%. Only
then will everyone understand what
most feel is obvious. It’s never been
a matter of ‘if’ but rather ‘when.’
COVID-19 was practice, a training
exercise, a drill. The USA and Brazil
failed miserably because of Trump
and Bolsenaro (any plumber can tell
you crap flows downhill).
Jim McKee
Edgewood

Conservative
concerns

As a third generation Western
Canadian with fourth and fifth
generation descendents, I am very
concerned about the state of our
political system. The vitriol that
spewed forth from the supporters
of the truckers’ invasion of our
national capital, and at some of our
most important border crossings,
was completely embarrassing to
me. I could not believe how many
anarchists existed in our country. But
most disturbing to me was the support
that the so-called demonstrators

Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Phone/Fax: 1-833-501-1700 E-Mail: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca Website: www.valleyvoice.ca
Publisher - Dan Nicholson • Editor - Jan McMurray • Food Editor Emeritus - Andrew Rhodes
Reporters - Joanne Feenstra, Moe Lyons & Kathy Hartman
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter - John Boivin This position is funded by the Government o
Published and printed in British Columbia, Canada

The Valley Voice is distributed throughout the Slocan and Arrow Lake Valleys from South Slocan/Playmor Junction to Edgewood and Kaslo on Kootenay Lake.

Circulation is 7,600 papers, providing the most complete news and advertising coverage of any single newspaper serving this area.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: CANADA $54.60, USA $84.00, OVERSEAS $126.00. E-Mail Subscription $22.40 (Prices include GST)
Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement #40021191

got from the Tories. Their attack on
our country resulted in the forced
resignation of the leader of the
Conservative party – the party that
founded this country, and saved it
from American annexation.
Now the leading contender
for that party’s leadership, Pierre
Poilievre, is promising to make
fundamental changes that would
render our country unrecognizable.
The Trudeau government, now
in its third term, has fallen out of
favour with many Canadians, and is at
serious risk of losing the next election.
It is historically extremely rare for a
government to get a fourth kick at the
cat especially with the same leader.
The Conservative party is the
only viable alternative at this juncture,
and I am very concerned about what
would happen to our country if we
end up with this loud-mouthed little
mini-Trump at the helm. I don’t think
most Canadians want a leader whose
attitude toward that nasty truckers’
invasion is “Let them truckers role,
ten four.”
There is a solution to this problem,
though. I am not and will never be a
supporter of the Tories, but they are
currently looking for members, and
members ALL get to decide who the
next leader is. So I would suggest
that all proud Canadians regardless of
political stripe join the Conservative
party, and vote for a Progressive
Conservative thereby shutting out
the ‘Regressive Conservatives.’ It
could save our democracy. Doing so
in no way obligates you to vote any
particular way once the next election
comes along.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Rights

March 12: They want me to lose
an hour of sleep, just when the days
are starting to get longer. Well, I’m
not going to do it. I know my rights
and I’m going to stand by them. I
read on Facebook that the Charter
of Rights says I should have life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
Losing sleep makes me unhappy,
so it’s not my problem if I’m an
hour late for my appointments and
meetings for the rest of the year. All
those compliant wimps can darn well
wait for me.
I’m going to start an organization
for people who value their rights as
much as I do. We’ll hold weekly
rallies and circulate petitions to turn
our community into a stronghold of
freedom that will not compromise
our right to keep that hour in our
clocks, right where it belongs. We
will overcome the divide between
us and the compliant sheeple by
organizing to drown out their voices,
even if they outnumber us.
Why do the politicians and
scientists want our hours anyway?
Just what do they plan to do with all
that time? They say it’s good for the
country and we all have to play our
part. Well, I know a conspiracy when
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
I see one. Someone’s making a lot of
money with those hours and I’ll be
darned if I’m going to give mine up.
Thank goodness ‘Voices from the
Valleys’ gives patriotic Canadians
like me a chance to tell the truth
about what I’ve been hearing online:
big government is in bed with
pharmaceutical companies making
millions on sleeping pills. If we
can raise enough money through
GoFundMe, we’ll be able to afford
to send sleep defenders by the
thousands to Ottawa to block streets
with our sleeping bags until the
government gives all of our hours
back – with an apology.
Note: this was slipped under my
door by a neighbour.
Don Scarlett
Kaslo

It’s okay to
change your
mind

In community planning, people
should be allowed to change their
mind when presented with new
information and new perspectives.
That certainly happened to me. When
the public consultation regarding
the Centennial Park Master Plan
was happening in early 2021, I was
supportive of the proposed location
of the all-wheels track. I am ablebodied and my dog is young and
spritely, plus, he doesn’t really like
to play fetch. We’re used to hugging
the dike and walking the roughly
1.5-kilometre loop three times to get
enough exercise. I only requested
that a fence be considered along the
dike to separate the two uses for the
safety of all parties. The dogs could
have the flood zone and the kids the
field. However, after I submitted
my feedback, several people talked
to me, specifically those who have
dogs that play fetch, and more
importantly, those who have different
accessibility needs than I do. So, upon
the presentation of new perspectives,
I changed my mind. Since then, a lot
of people have changed their mind –
our list of supporters to share the field
has grown past 110!
Community planning and public
consultation is never a closed-ended
process. As a Masters student in
Rural Development and Community
Planning, I’m learning that it’s
important to treat plans as ‘living
documents’ and in best practice, ask
the community to see if the plan ‘got
it right.’ I think what we’re seeing
here is that the plan for the south
dike didn’t quite get it right and that’s
okay! Things can change.
The supporters of the off-leash
dog area and the all-wheels track
want to ensure that (1) the field
between Kildare and Josephine
is accessible for dog owners with
mobility needs, (2) people who
want to walk across the proposed
pedestrian bridge to the campground
without encountering off-leash dogs

are able to do so, and of course, (3)
there is space for our youth and the
all-wheels track. Everyone wants the
track! This proposal to share the field
is also supported by the North Slocan
Trails Society. It’s a win-win-win and
shows that people can change their
mind, and that inherently, people are
empathetic and considerate of those
with different needs than themselves.
I just want to thank everyone again
who has come out in support of this
initiative for a safe and inclusive
south dike area. We couldn’t do it
without you.
Danika Hammond
New Denver

Beyond the
Divide

I liked the term and reasoning of
the group Beyond the Divide. They
know the government is doing its
best to divide families and friends
so they have more control over the
50% who live without questioning
the storyline. I hope you wake up
to the fact that the goalposts keep
changing, as does the narrative.
Corporations now tell governments
what the rules are. Your wellness is
not top priority – making money for
their stockholders is. Ask yourself
why the best educational sites for
looking after our bodies naturally
were de-platformed, including
Dr. Mercola and Dr. Christine
Northrup. Why the censorship?
Why the takeover of CBC and the
activation of the Emergencies Act?
The World Economic Forum has
a global agenda and want YOU to
give up YOUR right to YOUR body,
without a struggle, so they played on
your heart strings to be a good citizen
and isolated older people, for their
own good, as they died alone. Does
that not make you feel like you have
been had? Why are you not outraged,
questioning the elite’s lies?
Please take time to educate
yourselves as I have done for over
50 years when they started to allow
toxic chemicals into the food chain,
as told in the book Silent Spring by
Rachel Carson. Now we have GMOs
and enough toxins being sprayed
to kill our bees and birds. Please
wake up and know that a 40-storey
building cannot fall down when one
or two planes hit it – not possible if
you use logic. Fear tactics are being
used by the elite to impose more
restrictions on travel, all in the name
of ‘for our own good.’ Why? Many
studies prove masks don’t keep out
tiny particles. Look at the complex
masks used for spray painting, to
keep out particles much larger than
the coronavirus. Someone made a
lot of money producing disposable
masks so you feel better protected
from an invisible enemy that is
attacking your immune system,
which has been weakened due to
chemical usage. Please ask yourself
why COVID was able to shut down
the economy? Supply and demand
is manipulated by those with money.

The people who asked Kaslo council
to write a letter to government asking
them not to force mandates were
acting for your freedom. We, the 20%
who are not jabbed, and the truckers’
convoy, most who are jabbed, are
fighting to keep everyone’s freedoms
from being taken away with illegal
mandates.
Angele Ortega
Kaslo

Dear Valley
Voice

When you publish such
erroneous and misleading letters
such as the one from Roland Werner
from Winlaw (VV March 10, “The
Past is Repeating Itself”) you are
demonstrating your own editorial
bias in allowing highly inaccurate
and misleading “opinion” to stand in
for fact. Fact, which, had the editors
and the author chosen to take even
30 seconds to seek a reliable and
documentable source, would have
revealed a far different truth about
the devastating impact of HIV Aids
on humans, past and present.
Let me share information from
transparent and credible sources,
sources which I was able to verify.
Reading and verifying sources took
me all of 5 minutes.
Some of what I learned: Advances
in human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV) treatment have led to a steep
decline in HIV-related deaths around
the world. In 1992, HIV was the
leading cause of death among men
ages 25-44 in the United States. By
2019, it dropped to the ninth leading
cause of death in people ages 25-34
and the 10th leading cause for those
ages 35-44. Similar declines have
been seen even in the hardest-hit
parts of Africa.
Overall, deaths from HIV have
fallen by 51% from the year 2000
through the year 2019, moving
from the world’s eighth leading
cause of death in 2000 to 19th in
2019. Even so, in underdeveloped
countries, it remains among the 10
leading causes of death. (World
Health Organization. The top 10
causes of death.) According to the
World Health Organization (WHO),
more than 36 million people have
died of HIV since the start of the
HIV/AIDS pandemic. In 2020, 37.7
million people were living with
HIV, and around 680,000 died. As
grim as these figures are, that’s still
down from the 1.3 million people
who died of HIV just 10 years
earlier. HIV deaths remain high in
sub-Saharan Africa, which accounts
for more than half of all infections
worldwide. Other countries in
Central Africa, Asia, and South
America also continue to experience
a higher rate of HIV-related deaths.
So, guess what? Antiretroviral drugs
have helped reduce the human cost
of HIV/Aids. Despite that, more
than 36 million people have died
of HIV since the start of the HIV/
AIDS pandemic. Sub-Saharan Africa
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continues to account for the lion’s
share of HIV infections and deaths
worldwide. Yes, some people made
money off this treatment. If that is
your concern, call it that and don’t
confuse it with what works. Push
for publically owned and barrier-free
cradle-to-grave health care.
Give your heads a shake, folks.
There are lots of easily accessible
sources of facts that can help you
address your concerns. Learn to think
and read critically. Consider that your
bias may be getting in your way. This
is how we help ourselves as humans
and one of the best things we can do
to help us address big problems like
climate change, war and, yes, mass
viral infections.
Kevin Flaherty
Kaslo

Pfizer’s vaccine
trial fraud?

While hearing about the
extremely high efficiency claim
of Pfizer’s vaccine early in 2020,
namely 100%, I thought that was too
good to be true.
Now we know it was a
propaganda trick, taking the relative
instead of the absolute risk number.
The Pfizer files are being made
public thanks to the group Public
Health and Medical Professionals
for Transparency (PHMPT), who
submitted an FOI request to the FDA
for all of the data within Pfizer’s
COVID-19 vaccine biological
product file. Originally the FDA
claimed we would have to wait 75
years to see this data, but a judge in
Texas ruled that they only had weeks
to divulge the files. Now scientists
and volunteers comb through the
first thousands of pages of evidence.
We knew the truth would come
out and the data is just devastating.
For instance, Pfizer mentions
1,291 adverse effects in that trial. I
first was going to publish all these
side effects of the COVID vaccine,
but then I thought it would be foolish
to fill a whole Valley Voice page
with it.
There are many frightening
facts that are exposing the harm
of the experimental injections. For
example, in the table S4 data, the
chance of dying of a heart attack is
500% higher in the vaccinated group
(5 deaths in 21,926 participants) than
in the placebo group (1/21,921).
The vaccines were forced on
society using coercion, extortion,
manipulation and fear tactics. Data
published by the UK Health Security
Agency on February 22, 2022, shows
that the fully vaccinated account
for nine out of every 10 COVID-19
deaths in England, and four of five
deaths among the triple-vaccinated.
This data does not support claims
made by Dr. Bonnie Henry that the
vaccines are reducing the severity of
symptoms in infected individuals and
in fact discloses a disturbing trend.
In the PHO health order from
March 7, 2022, Henry believes that

the presence of unvaccinated people
poses a risk for the population. How
so?
Many countries have abandoned
their vaccine requirements. What
science is BC relying upon that
is different from that which is
informing other governments? Here
is the revealing answer.
A Freedom of Information
request made to the BC government
on November 10, 2021, requested
information to support statements
made by Dr. Henry in her October
21, 2021, public health order. The
BC government replied on February
10, 2022, to advise that no such
information or data could be found.
How could one give informed
consent, when most of the data was
concealed?
Finally, Vancouver Coastal
Health’s Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Patricia Daly slammed vaccine
mandates as doing more harm than
good in a newly released letter from
February 2022.
“Restricting people’s access to
work, education, public transport,
and social life based on COVID-19
vaccination status impinges on
human rights, promotes stigma and
social polarization, and adversely
affects health and wellbeing,” wrote
Daly.
Wulf Mense
Winlaw

Coming out

It’s disturbing (to say the least!)
how there are those that continue
to wave a flag of ‘disinformation.’
And this in the face of the fact
that information is being released
despite reluctance on the part of
pharmaceuticals like Pfizer. Case in
point, US District Judge Pittman’s
decision January 6 denied the request
from the FDA to suppress data for
the next 75 years which the agency
claimed was necessary, in part,
because of its “limited resources.”
In a 55,000-page set of documents
released recently, the FDA’s Center
for Biologics Evaluation and
Research (CBER) is for the first time
allowing public access to data Pfizer
submitted to FDA from its clinical
trials in support of a COVID-19
vaccine license.
An appendix, ‘List of Adverse
Events of Special Interest,’ is included
that lists 1,291 different adverse
events following vaccination. This
includes acute kidney injury, acute
flaccid myelitis, anti-sperm antibody
positive, brain stem embolism,
brain stem thrombosis, cardiac
arrest, cardiac failure, cardiac
ventricular thrombosis, cardiogenic
shock, central nervous system
vasculitis, death neonatal, deep
vein thrombosis, encephalitis brain
stem, encephalitis hemorrhagic,
frontal lobe epilepsy, foaming at
mouth, epileptic psychosis, facial
paralysis, fetal distress syndrome,
gastrointestinal amyloidosis,
generalized tonic-clonic seizure,
continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
Hashimoto’s encephalopathy, hepatic
vascular thrombosis, herpes zoster
reactivation, immune-mediated
hepatitis, interstitial lung disease,
jugular vein embolism, juvenile
myoclonic epilepsy, liver injury,
low birth weight, multisystem
inflammatory syndrome in
children, myocarditis, neonatal
seizure, pancreatitis, pneumonia,
stillbirth, tachycardia, temporal lobe
epilepsy, testicular autoimmunity,
thrombotic cerebral infarction,
Type 1 diabetes mellitus, venous
thrombosis neonatal, and vertebral
artery thrombosis among 1,246
other medical conditions following
vaccination.
Have you heard of VAERS?
From mid-December 2020
through February 18, 2022, the US
government’s database, the Vaccine
Adverse Events Reporting System
(VAERS), has received 1,134,984
reports of adverse events, including
24,402 deaths, following COVID
vaccination. Additionally, there have
been 4,021 cases of myocarditis and
pericarditis in the US with 2,475
cases associated with Pfizer, 1,364
cases with Moderna and 171 cases
with J&J’s COVID vaccine. These
include 643 reports of myocarditis
and pericarditis in children aged
12 to 17.
Even if one states this could
be from other attributing and
unassociated factors… what
investigations are in place by our
health authorities to confirm or deny
what is happening here??
The information is out there.
Check out childrenshealthdefense.
org or Dr. Alexander’s website.
Paul Alexander is a COVID-19
consultant researcher in evidencebased medicine (EMB), research
methodology and clinical
epidemiology. He has been an
active participant in the sharing
of COVID research and the fight
against scientific censorship. From
his site you can access more than 400
studies on the failure of compulsory
COVID interventions, 140 research
studies affirming naturally acquired
immunity to COVID-19, reports on
the dangers of masks that can pose
a significant threat to the immune
system by potentially weakening it,
six studies showing why children
don’t need — and shouldn’t get — a
COVID vaccine.
Attempts made to suppress
information does NOT make it
disinformation. The ‘vaccine’ has
failed.
T. Orlando
Winlaw

Silence is
consent

In the seven years I spent on
New Denver council, we appreciated
working with the different societies
and groups that make our Village
such an amazing place to live. If
we were presented with a workable

LETTERS

solution, we were more than willing
to consider it publicly and work with
the affected parties.
When I was first approached
about getting involved to work with
the North Slocan Trails Society
(NSTS) toward a mutual solution for
the pump track and the dog owners, I
declined. My life is busy and I didn’t
want to take on an additional project.
When the two groups reached an
agreement on sharing the space, I was
confident that council would welcome
a win/win solution.
I attended the December 14
council meeting to support those
making their presentation to council.
My shock and outrage started when
the outcome to the request for
collaboration was turned down.
There was no public discussion and
council responded by reinterpreting
Bylaw No. 598 that established
the dog off-leash area in 2006 and
stated: “Council has not rescinded,
altered or changed this Bylaw, and
does not intend to,” nicely avoiding
due process around bylaw changes
and avoiding any public discussion
on the topic.
I felt that my silence would be
consent, so I got involved.
We are now three months into
trying to engage council to work
with us and the NSTS towards a
win/win solution that positions the
pump track on the dike in a way
that minimally impacts the dog
off-leash area.
One of the messages that council
continues to use to justify their
disregard for the only user group
with legal standing to use the south
dike from the highway to the lake is:
“The area in question is a large space
that is underutilized.”
Council built the entire dike plan
around this assumption, but where is
the data? What was their benchmark
for underutilization? How did they
determine that the space fell short
of that benchmark? When did they
reach out to the dog owners of New
Denver, key stakeholder of this space?
Where is the report from staff with this
information?
I feel that if council takes away the
dog off-leash area without due process
and based on a vague definition of
‘underutilization,’ it is a bad precedent
to set. What happens if the pump track
is underutilized? Is the Kohan Garden
at risk because of underutilization?
What about the marina, the Nikkei
Centre, or the museum?
Where does it end? When due
process is ignored, it impacts us all.
This village is blessed with a great
diversity of people who know how to
collaborate and work together. With
the guidance of a good facilitator,
it is possible to work out a plan for
the south dike area that would be
agreeable to the affected parties.
I hope that council will use their
position to make this happen.
Mutual respect and collaboration
is the only way forward.
Heather Fox
New Denver

Pump track
pitfalls

I was surprised to learn in the
last Valley Voice that a letter sent by
former New Denver councillors to
the current council assured them that
the bylaw designating an off-leash
area for dogs was meant to extend
from the highway bridge to the lake.
That letter was omitted from the
agenda of two meetings.
My own letter, submitted in
time for the March 8 meeting, did
not appear on the agenda either. I
expressed concerns about paving
a broad strip for a pump track on
or very near the dike, and whether
investing hundreds of thousands of
dollars near the creek is a wise use of
funds, given increased flood risk with
climate change. When I attended
a council meeting and asked why
my letter was not on the agenda, I
received no reply and haven’t since.
Council claims its plan for a
pump track was identified in the
Centennial Park Master Plan and
the Active Transportation Network
Plan, and that it received public input
through these planning processes.
That is untrue of the transportation
plan. Residents received a survey
that made no mention of a pump
track, nor of reducing the off-leash
area, nor of a specific site for any
of it. The transportation plan,
itself, mentions only a pedestrian
bridge across the creek as creekside
development. It would be hard to
justify riding around in circles as a
means for improving transportation
around town.
The Centennial Park Master
Plan public process was flawed in
many ways. It was advertised only
as a Centennial Park plan, without
mention of the open area along
the dike. Because of COVID-19,
there was no public meeting
except on Zoom. Two concepts
for development of the open area
beside the creek were provided;
both of them included a pump track
and parking lot, as well as a bridge
and playground. Residents were not
consulted in the making of these
concepts – they were essentially
dictated by council and the two
Revelstoke planners they hired.
No options for location of the
pump track and other development
were considered. Council approved
the development and provided
residents with no rationale for their
decision. Centennial Park has room
for a pump track without disturbing
the ball diamond. Moving the
recycling bins to create space for
the pump track makes sense because
it would not entail paving a green
space and crowding dog owners in
a small area with complex terrain.
Or the school yard – all of these
sites already have a washroom
and parking space. Council insists
that its plan is “professional.” This
“professional” plan has caused so
much division it’s received mention
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on CBC.
I still ask why the Village should
spend a large amount of tax dollars
on a foot bridge when the highway
bridge has been damaged several
times by high water? A year ago,
council instructed staff to apply for
a $50,000 grant to hire a consultant
to produce a plan for flood mitigation
work. What happened to that plan?
Suppose increased flood mitigation
requires work where the pump track
is planned?
Craig Pettitt
New Denver

Costly
inefficiencies in
rural healthcare

I addressed the following letter
to Colin Moss, vice president and
acting chair of the BC Rural Health
Network (BCRHN). Colin also
serves on council for the Village of
New Denver. New Denver Mayor
Leonard Casley is also a director of
the BCRHN. Colin forwarded my
letter to senior health ministry staff.
Today, I received a response from
the executive, who said, “I really
appreciate you bringing this forward
to me.”
Colin and Leonard are working
tirelessly and actively communicating
with Interior Health, Ministry of
Health, and BC Ambulance Service.
Thanks to them, we now have a
voice with the Ministry of Health.
Colin and Leonard are holding IH
accountable for doing whatever it
takes to have Slocan Community
Health Centre (SCHC) emergency
hours reinstated back to 24/7.
On February 21, Family Day,
at 9:30 am, I suffered a fall at my
home in New Denver. My head was
split open and bleeding, and my left
wrist was at an odd angle. I managed
to call my husband home from work
nearby to assist me.
Fortunately, I live only 1.3
kilometres from the SCHC. Dr.
Burkholder provided pain relief,
stitched my head, and could only
place my wrist in a protective splint
due to the lack of X-ray technician
availability. He contacted the ER at
Arrow Lakes Hospital (ALH). We
drove the 46 kilometres to Nakusp
in a blizzard.
Upon arrival at the ALH, Dr.
Courchesne saw me immediately. A
technician performed X-rays of my
wrist. Dr. Courchesne called in Dr.
Stich to assist and they performed a
closed reduction.
The reduction was not entirely
successful. Dr. Courchesne contacted
Dr. McVicar, the orthopedic surgeon
on call in Trail. I was sent home
with a fiberglass cast on my arm
and instructed to report to Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital
(KBRH) the following day by noon.
After spending the night awake
in terrible pain, my husband drove
me 126 kilometres to Trail on
February 22, arriving at KBRH at

11:30 am. I was eighth in line out of
nine patients requiring treatment by
Dr. McVicar. I was required to take
a PCR test to wait in a windowless
waiting room. Finally, at 7:30 pm,
Dr. McVicar performed my second
closed reduction. I had no food or
water for 19.5 hours. At 9:30 pm, a
nurse discharged me with a heavy
plaster cast on my arm, and we
arrived home at midnight.
My painful ordeal spanned
three health centres, three general
practitioners, and one orthopedic
surgeon during 38.5 hours and 346
kilometres of travel. I consider
this an excessive use of healthcare
dollars.
Arrow Lakes Hospital in Nakusp
as a backup ER to New Denver ER
is geographically in the opposite
direction of our regional hospital in
Trail. The lack of X-ray availability
at SCHC complicated my situation.
As a resident of New Denver for 18
years, I have personally experienced
how crucial SCHC 24/7 ER is to this
entire area. Please provide them with
the tools and support they need.
Isy Schumann
New Denver

Amusement park?

I can’t believe the Village is
considering turning our beautiful,
natural New Denver into an artificial
playground. Taking the green space
on any side of the dike and paving
it over for a noisy pump track is a
natural crime. Take this idea, if there
has to be one, which is questionable,
and put it in the quite expansive green
area of the Centennial Park proper, or
better yet in the school yard where it
will be closest to children. By carving
up and paving the dike greens, you’ll
be fragmenting one of the very few
green spaces we have, one that is
used not only by people from New
Denver, Silverton, Hills but also from
the lower valley as well as visiting
tourists to experience the natural
environment for running their dog
or just walking in an untrammeled
natural space by the creek. If you
want to attract tourists and keep the
lovely natural setting we already have
here, use it to plant trees sporadically
in the dike green spaces. There are
already a couple of new trees, a bench
and a picnic table on the south side of
the dike so people can sit and enjoy
our surroundings – it’s so beautiful
here.
The government is giving away
money to draw tourists to BC.
Use that money to reinstate the
laundromat that is now closed down
on main street. Not only do the
residents have no place to wash their
clothes, neither do the tourists. Lock
it at night if need be. THAT is a pretty
essential attraction. Take a look at
your Bylaw Amendment # 598-2006
of a ‘leash-free zone’ and recognize
the mistake a pump track would be in
that area. Don’t turn our lovely town
into a cluttered amusement park.
Madeleine McCarthy
Silverton
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New old-growth logging rules threaten Nakusp mill’s viability, owner warns
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The owner of a Nakusp-based
lumber mill is warning new provincial
logging rules are hitting his business
hard – and the village’s mayor says
the Province has to act to protect jobs
in the community.
Dan Wiebe says Box Lake Lumber
needs a reprieve from the new rules

deferring the harvest of old-growth
logs in order to retool the operation to
remain in business.
“We’re looking at a one-year
window to do a transition,” he told
the Valley Voice. “We have already set
some things in place to work towards
[relying] more on secondary wood.”
Last fall the provincial government
announced it would defer the logging

of old-growth forests “to prevent
irreversible biodiversity loss while
First Nations, the Province and other
partners develop a new approach
to sustainable forest management
that prioritizes ecosystem health and
community prosperity.”
To support the deferral process,
BC Timber Sales immediately ceased
advertising and selling licences in the

submitted
Thanks to some new funding
this year, the Village of New Denver
is continuing its efforts towards
restoration of the Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre (NIMC).
Heritage BC has announced
that the Village will be awarded a
total of $131,800 for two different
projects: strategic planning and roof
replacement.
The strategic planning project will
create a five-year strategic plan to help
NIMC become more sustainable and
resilient. The roof project will replace
the existing roofing material on the

heritage buildings to decrease fire
risk, preserve the buildings, and also
protect the exhibits and archives inside
the buildings.
“New Denver is rich in heritage
assets, and grant opportunities such
as this will help us continue to
preserve our local heritage,” says
Mayor Leonard Casley. “We gratefully
acknowledge the Province of BC for
their financial support as we plan for
the future of the Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre and continue to find
ways to protect the infrastructure so
that this National Heritage Site will
remain open to the public for many

generations to come.”
On July 30, 2021, the Province of
BC announced the new, $30-million
150 Time Immemorial grant program
to be administered by the First Peoples’
Cultural Foundation and Heritage BC.
Funding recipients were recently
announced by Heritage BC. Heritage
BC will oversee funding of $10 million
to support reconciliation, learning,
diversity, inclusivity, and resiliency
through cultural heritage infrastructure,
awareness, and planning. The program
supports projects in 54 communities,
and seven of the projects are located
in the Kootenays.

Village of New Denver awarded 150 Time Immemorial grants for NIMC

affected areas.
But the deferral means Box Lake
Lumber has lost half the wood supply
it needs to make its split-rail fencing,
landscaping logs and other value-added
wood products it sells, says Wiebe. The
company employs about 40 people and
sells across the country and to Europe.
But even if they survive, the nearly
40-year-old mill will likely be smaller
than before.
“We are trying to find a way
forward – we are trying to find a
transitional phase,” Wiebe says. “The
mill has to adapt and it will definitely
have to downsize.”

Mayor calls on Province

Nakusp’s mayor is also lobbying
for help for Box Lake Lumber. Tom
Zeleznik has reached out to local
MLA (and minister responsible for
forests) Katrine Conroy to see what
can be done to help the mill. He says
a ministry official has already visited
town to meet with the company.
“Take-away from this meeting:
everyone understands that due to
this new provincial forestry land use
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planning, it may be difficult to find a
short-term solution to keep operating,”
Zeleznik wrote in a report to his
council. “However, by brainstorming
together, we generated some ideas. We
will meet again soon to see if any ideas
will come to fruition.”
Zeleznik says meetings are planned
for late March to see what can be done
to help Box Lake.
He noted that Box Lake has spent
over $1 million on new equipment
that would produce certified/stamped
products for export from the region.
But instead of expanding, “without
warning, no community consultation,
nor time to adjust to these immediate
changes, this business may close,”
Zeleznik warned.
Weibe says it’s too early to say
what will happen to his business.
“We are just at the beginning
phases of it, we’ll know more as
time progresses,” he says. “I am
trying to stay positive as we go, and I
hope something can be done. But we
won’t know until we give them the
opportunity to do something.”
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Planning project pegs Slocan’s future infrastructure costs
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The latest stage of a study on the
Village of Slocan’s infrastructure
has outlined the costs to taxpayers
of building and maintaining civic
services.
A report presented to council says
it could cost hundreds of thousands
of dollars annually to keep providing
those services in the decades to come
– outlining the importance of proper
asset management.
“The intention of these numbers
is not to scare anybody,” said Andre
Van Den Berg, a consultant with
LandInfo Technologies. “They are
just used as a basis for decision
making, and at its core that is what
asset management is all about.”
LandInfo has been working with
the Village on asset management for
several years, creating an inventory
of municipal water pipes and sewer
lines, parks, roads, public amenities
and property. The database gives
planners a complete picture of
the materials, condition, and the
expected lifespan of the various
Village-owned structures.
The consultant also tried to

set priorities for maintenance or
replacement. It did that by calculating
the risk level the town faces –
by estimating the likelihood of
that infrastructure failing and the
consequence such a failure might
have on the public.

Big numbers

Based on LandInfo’s study, the
Village owns $23.5 million worth
of infrastructure. Of that, more than
half is the water and sewer system,
while another quarter is municipal
buildings, parks and property.
The company applied formulas
to calculate the failure risk of
each Village asset. It then applied
those factors to determine the best
options annually for replacement,
maintenance and upgrades.
The consultant found that
the Village would have to spend
$590,000 annually to manage all
its assets properly for decades to
come. Even after assuming the
Village could get up to 75% of all
projects paid for by higher levels
of government, it still leaves local
taxpayers having to raise $147,000
annually for projects.
“This value can be drastically

changed based on your decisions,
and managing cost and services is
the reason we do asset management,”
Van Den Berg said, adding the
number can be raised or lowered by
timing projects carefully based on
educated guesses about how long a
piece of infrastructure will last.
“The value can be decreased by
accepting relatively more risk, and
lowering your levels of service,”
he says.
But even with some financial
voodoo cutting costs, it’s likely the
local taxpayers will soon be asked to
put up a lot more money in the future
for planned infrastructure work.
Right now, the Village likely
only raises a fraction of LandInfo’s
$147,000 estimated target. Staff were
going to review the issue with the
Village’s financial officer.

Setting priorities

The report also provides a
snapshot of the Village’s infrastructure
needs for the next four years.
The priority should be the
water system, since it is the most
vulnerable, and would affect the most
people should it fail, the report says.
The major immediate project
is improving the source of Village

drinking water.
“This is the highest priority
capital project for the Village,” the
report says, estimating the cost of a
new treatment system at $6 million
– at least $1.5 million paid by the
Village.
The Springer Creek Streambank
and Stream Bed Restoration is a
$150,000 project set for 2023, and
the watermain replacement on south
Main Street is expected to cost about
$400,000, with a quarter paid by the
Village.
“There are large upgrades
expected in the Village’s water
system and this system should be
in the highest priority for municipal
investment in the short term,” the
report says. There are also filters and
other ongoing costs with the existing
system, eventual replacement of the
steel and asbestos-concrete main
lines, and improving the flow patterns
in the system itself.
The distribution system can
be replaced a bit at a time on a
regular basis, as those pipes can last
from a few decades to more than
a century. The report also suggests
the Village invest in leak-detection
equipment to try to track down the

Village’s prodigious water use –
more than 1,000 litres/person/day. It
also proposes improvements to the
stormwater drainage system, planned
to target problem areas around town.
There’s good news in the report,
as well. The Village’s buildings,
parks, wellness centre, public works
yard and other buildings are in good
shape and needing no large shortterm capital investments. No large
expenditures are expected for most of
the Village’s equipment, save a new
excavator that is reaching the end of
its service life.
“Having a short/mid/long-term
asset management plan in place will
allow for improved capital planning/
budgeting, and will assist with future
funding applications,” the Village
CAO says.
“Prior to the completion of this
asset management plan, the Village
did not have a formalized asset
inventory,” says Michelle Gordon.
“Having the knowledge of the current
condition of assets will allow the
Village to strategically plan for asset
maintenance and renewal in the
future.”
Council received the report as
information.

Community projects vote

in winter.
The money’s coming from the
Trust’s Outdoor Active Recreation
Grant program, and the Village will
contribute just under $70,000 to the
cost of the project. That money is
coming from the COVID Safe Restart
Fund it received from the Province.

Slocan council, March 14: Cannabis shop okayed,
town improvements move forward
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Cannabis retailer
approved

AREA H NORTH TV
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A cannabis retailer’s application to
open a store in Slocan is being sent off
to provincial regulators with council’s
stamp of approval.
Council passed a motion saying
it had determined through public
consultation that the business was “not
expected to have a significant impact
on the community,” and recommended
the Province issue the licence to
operate.
Jordan Knott wants to open ‘Weed
Be Delighted’ on the second floor
of the Slocan Village Market on
Harold Street. One support letter
noted that Knott and his family “have
proven themselves to be responsible
community-minded business people
in the sale of other regulated products
such as tobacco and alcohol.”
With no real opposition, council
voted to approve the proposal. It also
gave initial readings to an amendment
to the Village business licence and
zoning bylaws to accommodate the
new enterprise. ‘Weed Be Delighted’
will pay the Village $300 annually for
their licence to operate.
Knott still has to clear provincial
and federal hurdles before the store
can open.
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ON 6TH AVENUE, ACROSS FROM NEWMARKET FOODS

Residents of Slocan will be able
to have their say over the next few
weeks on projects they think are
worthiest of public support for their
community. The Columbia Basin
Trust’s Community Initiatives and
Affected Areas Program grants are
going to accept public input from
March 28 to April 8.
During that time, residents can
go to the RDCK website and offer
comments on projects they think are
important. It’s different from the preCOVID system, where people would
be able to vote for local projects at a
public meeting.
“Please note that the online
engagement tool is not a voting
system,” notes a report to council. “…
Once collected, all feedback will be
shared with each area’s adjudication
committee for their review and
consideration.”
Council is the adjudication
committee for Slocan, and decided to
meet on April 25 at 5 pm to select the
winning projects.

Tennis court upgrades

The Village will be getting brand
new tennis courts with the help of
the Columbia Basin Trust. The CBT
has awarded the Village $208,000
to tear down the old courts and build
new ones.
The fence will come down first,
then the asphalt torn up and ground
levelled. The whole court will be
moved 10 metres (30 feet) south,
“in order to better utilize Village
recreation lands within this block,
and provide better accessibility to the
courts,” says a report to council.
The new court will have a Flex
Court all-weather sports surface and
EZ ICE surface and boards for a rink

Support for Farmer’s Market

Speaking of the CBT, the folks
running the Saturday market in
Slocan received a $25,300 grant
from the Trust’s Farmers Market
Enhancement Grant program. While
much of the funds will go to tents,
tables, advertising, and upgrades to
the concession stand, they needed
council’s okay to do some structural
improvements.
“The current doorway is
abnormally narrow,” a council report
notes as one issue. “The market
organizers will hire a contractor… to
construct a new doorway frame and
install a metal fire safety door.”
The improvements to the
concession building will benefit all
community groups that use the facility.
Council okayed the project,
provided the market volunteers work
closely with Public Works staff on the
structural work. They also approved
market organizers painting parts of
the building, with the Village buying
the $150 of paint. The Village will also
supply some large barrel pots and soil
for flowers. And while the CBT grant
will likely be enough, the Village also
set aside $2,000 from the Community
Development Fund for unforeseen
expenses.
“Market organizers have taken the
initiative to improve a Village-owned
asset,” said a report to council. “This
forward motion is much appreciated
by the Village.”
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School District 8, March 8: Annual facilities meetings axed
by Jan McMurray
Long Range Facilities Plan
meetings will no longer take place
as a matter of course on an annual
basis. The board agreed to axe
these meetings, but several trustees
said they want to find new ways of
engaging with communities.
Vice-chair and Slocan Valley
trustee Sharon Nazaroff said she
supported dropping the annual
meetings, “but I want everyone to
remember. Things seem solid, but if
we do come to the point where there
might be some changes, I want to
go back to the communities,” she
said, referring to times past when
the board was considering closing
schools. “Last time, the process was
not as inclusive of the communities
as they would have liked, so if there
is anything coming, I’d like to bring
the community in right away.”
Trustee Susan Chew agreed.
“Where would we insert this into
the budget process if we were faced
with big changes?” she asked. “I’m
concerned about going radio silent
except for when we say, ‘Oh, here
is a budget decision or consideration
about a facility.’”
Trustee Becky Coons said
hearing from and connecting with
communities is important, “but this
isn’t the most effective way right
now. It’s time for something new.”

Chair Trenaman said the board
would be considering other ways
to meet with communities, perhaps
by holding town hall meetings on a
rotational basis.
The recommendation to drop
the meetings came from Acting
Secretary-Treasurer Teri Stoneman.
She reported that the feedback
received at the recent round of
annual meetings with all six families
of schools was minimal. The most
significant feedback came from
Salmo, she said, where attendees
echoed support for reconfiguration
of the school to a K-12 school.
“The cost outweighed the value
of feedback we received for the six
meetings,” she concludes.
She said that although she can
see why the board decided to host
these annual meetings during the
“challenging times” of 2017, the
board would be better advised to
include the facilities discussions
in the preliminary annual budget
considerations “so you can keep it
all aligned in one process.”

Wide Spot

that I can predict the future.
Sometimes, unexpectedly, life
can shift sideways. A seemingly
immutable situation can change.
What’s required on my part,
to assist this shift, is a certain
lightness of being. I’m invited
to look outside my normal
self-centered, logic-bound
framework. I’m invited to act out
of joyful expectation of a shift.
These days, I feel like I need
a third sticker, one that says,
‘I know nothing.’ Because the
certainty of those two short
phrases stutters to a stop in the
face of the chaos and evil we’re
experiencing. My mind can’t
imagine that there’s a solution
to all this.
It’s difficult not to hate the
perpetrators of the Ukrainian
war. But refusing to de-humanize
the ‘other side’ is the only way
through this. Otherwise, we’re
locked in an unwinnable battle
where the perpetrator sets
the terms of the engagement.
This is true whether we’re
talking about the Ukrainian
war, pandemic pandemonium,
climate emergency, institutional
racism or the dog park.
While it’s true that I know
nothing, it is not true that there
is nothing I can do. If we take
seriously the idea that this beautiful
blue-green planet is a single living
organism, then our consciousness
is necessarily intertwined with the
consciousness of others. From
this perspective, every single
thing that we do to shift ourselves
into generous, courageous, calm
states has reverberations around
the world. Refraining from

Bumper stickers
by Therese DesCamp

I remember the freedom I felt,
as a young adult, when I realized
that every painful occurrence
was not intentional. I read and
re-read a few paragraphs from
12-step literature about how we
mindlessly “step on the toes of
our fellows and they retaliate in
kind.” I started to understand
that my fears – of not getting
what I wanted, of losing what
I had – ran my life; and other
people’s fears ran their lives,
too. When you want what you
want, when you are positive
that you’re right, anyone in
the way gets run over. I also
recognized that life was not fair:
some people through no fault of
their own had much harder lives
because of other people’s fears.
I plastered that bumper sticker,
‘Shit happens,’ on the back of my
little Toyota, to remind myself of
all this. I tried to give up taking
things personally.
A number of years later, I
saw another bumper sticker that
I immediately stuck next to the
first, sensing that it completed
my philosophy. This one said,
‘Grace happens.’ For me, it
expressed two truths. The first
was that in any situation, no
matter how difficult, I had the
option to choose the better way.
But that bumper sticker also told
me that there is a mysterious web
that holds all things together
and I’d better not assume

Public asks about Proof
of Vaccination Policy

With evolving COVID-19 data
and public health directives, SD 8
has pushed back the deadline for
staff to report their vaccination
status to April 11. According to the
policy, all unvaccinated staff will

be required to do rapid tests twice
a week to continue working. There
were a few questions related to
the policy during public question
time. Chair Lenora Trenaman said
the decision on whether or not the
policy would be rescinded would
be made on April 7. With regards to
rapid tests, which are not to be used
by unsymptomatic people according
to the packaging, Smillie said
Health Canada has determined the
tests are safe to use and confirmed
that unvaccinated staff would be
required to use them twice per
week. She said only unvaccinated
people were required to do the
tests, even though transmission of
COVID-19 can happen through
vaccinated or unvaccinated people,
as this administrative procedure was
provided to the school district by
the BC Public School Employers’
Association.

Acting secretary-treasurer Teri
Stoneman reported that these are
school-based enrolment projections,
and not projections based on
data from Baragar Systems, a
consulting company SD 8 has used
in the past to determine enrolment
projections for long-range facilities
planning purposes. Baragar data is
referenced for 2022-23 kindergarten
enrolments, Superintendent Smillie
added.

Student symposium

This year’s Student Symposium
centred on the theme of anti-racism
and was facilitated by 10 student
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trustees. On February 25, over
100 grades 8-12 students attended
the symposium either virtually or
in person from across the school
district. Attendees also included
school trustees, school principals
and district leadership.
The SD8 Anti-Racism Policy
Advisory Council is in the process
of developing an anti-racism policy
for recommendation to the board
of education. The draft policy will
include public, student and staff
input from a survey that was part of
a public engagement process held in
January and February 2022.

Enrolment projections

SD 8 is projecting an enrolment
of 4,343 students for 2022-23, down
from 4,792 this year. This would
result in a funding loss of about
$362,230 and the potential loss
of ‘funding protection’ revenue of
$117,000. The district expects that
declining enrolment projections
will require reductions in teacher
and education assistant staffing
levels.
aggressive actions HERE may
not stop the war THERE, but it
will reduce the overall anxiety
and rage in the world. And who
knows what doors might open and
what shifts might happen?
Shit is inevitable. Grace? We
can enable it.

Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
BC Timber Sales 2022 Public Referral
Kootenay Lake Operating Areas

The public is invited to review and comment on the 2022 Referral prepared by the
BC Timber Sales Planning Forester under its approved Forest Stewardship Plan. The
question and comment period will be open from January 28th until March 28th, 2022.
The 2022 Referral includes forest development in the following areas:
Hawkins Creek
Kaslo River
Hall Creek
Maps and more information can be viewed online at:
https://bit.ly/3rtLN11
The blocks and roads are in early planning stages. At this time, they demonstrate
interest and are subject to changes as more information is gathered.
Comments must be submitted by mail or email:
BCTS Planning Forester, BC Timber Sales, Nelson Office, 1907 Ridgewood Road,
Nelson, BC, V1L 6K1
Email: anna.tobiasz@gov.bc.ca
Ph. 250-825-1100, Fax 250-825-3411
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Province launches review of pandemic response
submitted
The Province is launching
an independent review and public
consultation on government’s
operational response to the COVID-19
pandemic “to better inform preparations
and responses to future emergencies
and ensure British Columbians are
protected,” states a government press
release.
But the BC Liberals are calling for
a more comprehensive review of the
Province’s pandemic response – one that
doesn’t just focus on the operational side.
They are calling on the government “to do
the right thing and launch an independent
and comprehensive review of all aspects
of the province’s COVID-19 response,”
says a Liberal party press release.
The BC Liberals object to the
scope of the review, which the

government says does not include
an assessment of the public policy
decisions made by government to deal
with the consequences of the pandemic
and decisions made by the provincial
health officer; or decisions made about
economic recovery, such as supports for
small businesses and families. But the
review will, the government says, look at
how these decisions were made.
“Yesterday, the NDP announced
a review of their pandemic response,
with the fine print indicating that it
would exclude any examination of
public health decisions and economic
recovery actions,” says the BC Liberal
party press release. “The BC Liberals
have repeatedly called for a full review
of the provincial government’s pandemic
response. But that’s not what the NDP
has decided to do. Instead, they’ve

chosen a narrow review that ignores
major issues.”
The BC Liberals are calling for a
review that includes: a comprehensive
look into public health decisions and
the government response to providing
support to British Columbians; analysis
of the election’s impact on pandemic
management during the critical period
where government was put into caretaker
mode; decisions around long-term care
(LTC) facilities where there has been
a lack of public transparency around
the change in policy towards declaring
outbreaks; supports for small businesses,
especially after multiple failures and
delays in getting resources into the hands
of those who needed grants and supports;
the impacts on pandemic management
and public trust following a consistent
lack of COVID-19 data transparency

and poor communication.
However, the government
says the goal is to learn about how
government agencies worked together
to address the effects of COVID-19.
They say the review will include what
aspects of preparedness, engagement,
communications and implementation
worked well, what changes were made
to improve operational effectiveness
as the pandemic evolved, and what
improvements can be made to better
prepare for pandemics and emergencies.
Mike Farnworth, Minister of
Public Safety and Solicitor General, has
appointed an independent project team
to conduct a review of the BC public
sector’s response to COVID-19 since
March 2020. The project team includes
three long-time, former senior leaders
of the BC Public Service: Bob de Faye;
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Dan Perrin; and Chris Trumpy. Together,
they will bring extensive expertise in
large-scale public-sector governance
and operations.
The project team will engage
extensively with government agencies,
First Nations, Indigenous organizations,
stakeholders, partners and independent
regulators that have been involved in
responding to the pandemic on behalf
of British Columbians.
Until April 20, people in British
Columbia can provide written feedback
about how they, or their business or
organization, has been affected by
government’s operational measures
and communication throughout the
pandemic.
A report with a comprehensive
summary of the findings is expected
by fall.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA

Jones Boys Boats

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are mandatory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually.
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Raven’s Nest

www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Spring is here! March Hours: Wed–Sat, 11a–4p • Open Tue–Sat in April •
Please visit our online shop RavensNestBC.com 24/7 for exclusive deals •
Recent Arrivals: Art Joyce’s latest book, Words from the Dead • Stylish and
comfortable BC-made Hemp/OC shirts for Men & Ladies from Hemp & Co.,
formerly of New Denver • Lovely blown glass & precious metal creations from
Victoria’s Cornucopia • Thanks for shopping local – we hope to see you soon!
• 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Kaslo Hotel

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Kaslo Husky

Valley Voice

OPEN! Pub 1PM daily. Happy Hour every afternoon from 3PM – 5PM! Front desk
8AM-11AM & 3PM-8PM Monday – Thursday, 8AM – 9PM Friday – Sunday for
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.
kaslohotel.com, Facebook.

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service

Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

SILVERTON

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week! Everything fresh baked daily.
Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30, Sunday 10-2. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm
We have limited the occupancy to 6 customers at a time to enable social
distancing. We thank you for remembering to wear your mask.
We accept phone and curbside orders for those who are unable to wear a
mask. Thank you for your support!
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8
am-3 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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New Denver council, March 8: Frustration over lack of response to dog park questions
by Kathy Hartman
Several residents attended to ask
council why their letters about the
off-leash dog area and all-wheels
park were not on the agenda and
had never been replied to by council
or staff. Mayor Leonard Casley
opened public time by announcing
that each person would be allowed
three minutes and that there would
be no response from councillors at
this time. He then directed staff to
respond by email to all questions
asked. Seven people spoke, and
questions included why the letter
from the four previous councillors
who passed the 2006 bylaw creating
the boundaries of the off-leash park
was “suppressed,” if council would
consider working with the North
Slocan Trails Society and community
members who were concerned
about losing their off-leash area, if
permissions had been obtained from
the Province to build permanent
structures on the dike, and where
to get access to the minutes where
decision making and planning was
taking place for the dike area and the
rumoured “world-class dog park,”
despite it not being in the Centennial
Park or Active Transportation plans.
• Councillor Gerald Wagner
reported that the North Slocan Trails
Society received $160,000 from a
Columbia Basin Trust grant as the
final funding needed to build an allwheels park in New Denver.
• Mayor Casley expressed
concern about the ambulance
service. He was informed by BC
Emergency Health Services that the
BC Ambulance Service has hired
more managers but are still short of
drivers. When residents call for an
ambulance, he recommends finding
out where it is coming from. “May be
faster to get a ride from a neighbour,”
he commented.
Casley also said we need two
more registered nurses to open up
the emergency room full-time again.
“We have one [nurse] coming. We
are getting there.”
• The Health Centre gym is
expected to reopen April 1.
Councillor John Fyke reported
that $50 annual memberships are
available at the Village office, with
proof of vaccination and signed
release form. Members receive
an activated key fob for entry. He
said another $13,000 in strength
equipment should arrive by May, and
minor electrical work is required for
the cardio machines. The equipment
has been rearranged to better comply
with COVID protocols. Half the
gymnasium floor is now available
for basketball and other movement
activities.
• The Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre 2021 annual report
and 2022 operational plan were
received. With COVID, heat, and
smoke, visitor traffic was down in
2021 and the financial summary
shows a loss of $17,259 for the year.
However, 2021 highlights include
the completion of a Conservation
Assessment funded by CBT and
Heritage BC, the commencement
of the Nikkei Revitalization project

funded by the Province of BC’s
CERIP grant, an impromptu visit
from Premier John Horgan and
MLA Brittny Anderson, and the
mayor’s presentation to the Province
of BC as part of the BC Redress
discussion, in collaboration with the
National Association of Japanese
Canadians. “The Village of New
Denver continues to work with
a variety of partners to promote
the NIMC to visitors, to increase
awareness about the financial
challenges facing the site and to
find additional revenue streams
to assure the future sustainability
of this important community
asset,” the report says. “While the
NIMC continues to offer a quality
experience, the age and condition of
the site remains a concern. A strategic
approach is required to ensure that it
is sustainably maintained for future
generations.”
• Council endorsed New
Denver’s Poverty Reduction Plan,
as well as an application for just over
$43,000 for a social entrepreneurial
program for New Denver youth.
Funding for the Poverty Reduction
Program is administered by the
Union of BC Municipalities. The
Village partnered with the Columbia
Basin Rural Development Institute
at Selkirk College to produce the
plan, which identified employment
and training and youth services as
priorities. The social entrepreneurial
program would be for youth ages
12-24 and would consist of an
eight-week program, followed up
with eight months of follow-up
and mentorship. The program is
scheduled for June 2022 to June
2023, and is supported by the New
Denver Youth Centre Society and
Lucerne School.
• Plans are progressing to move
the recycling depot across the street,
on Crown land adjacent to the public
vault toilet. Council endorsed a
Nominal Rent Tenure application to
the Province for the land. The current
depot location will be leased by the
New Denver and Area Housing for
its affordable housing complex,
scheduled to be constructed spring
2022-spring 2023. “Moving the
recycling depot and attendant’s hut
within Block 50 would facilitate
traffic flow in the area. It would
also allow the Village to adjust
the location of the existing trail if
necessary, make improvements to
accommodate long-term parking, and
generally make changes supporting
community and institutional use of
the property,” says a staff report.
• The Village’s Level 2 Electric
Vehicle Charging Station is moving
on Thursday, March 31. This EV
Charger is currently attached to the
Village pumphouse immediately
north of the recycling depot. It will be
relocated to the washroom building
in Centennial Park, at the northern
entrance, near the sani-station.
• Council voted to oppose “in
the strongest terms Russia’s invasion
of the Ukraine nation and demands
the immediate removal of Vladimir
Putin as Russian leader.”
• Council voted to amend the

Municipal Campground Policy with
information on how campsites are
booked. Changes include informing
the public that Wi-Fi is not available;
that all bookings must be made
through the online reservation
service, which means that subletting
or reselling is not permitted; and
that booking fees and stripe fees
are collected by the reservation
company and cannot be refunded by
the Village.
• Letters of support were
approved for the New Denver & Area
Community Hamper Society for its
project to furnish its new downtown
location, and the Slocan Lake Garden
Society for its 30th anniversary
celebration event on July 24. A
letter will also go to the Minister of
Health in support of the BC Farmer’s
Market Nutrition Coupon Program.
• The West Kootenay Football
Club will get a reduced rental fee for
the Centennial Park field – $50 per
day when the campground is closed
and no charge when the campground
is open – on the condition that the
non-profit club work with the Village
to improve the field.
•The Community Action

Support the
Valley Voice
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Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or
Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

Program for Children (CAPC)
will get reduced rental rates at
Knox Hall. Eligible community
organizations can use the hall for
$350 per year rather than $110 per
day and $75 per half day. CAPC
offers a wide variety of family-

11

oriented programming to Arrow and
Slocan Lakes communities. Council
was concerned about possible
damage to the hall with some of the
programming, and suggested they
could use the health centre gym for
soccer or hockey.
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Silverton council, March 9: Zincton, internet and Silverton-New Denver trail
by Moe Lyons
• A special meeting was set for
March 30 to review the RDCK’s
analysis of the Zincton proposal
as well as Silverton’s draft fiveyear financial plan. Mayor Colin
Ferguson said he was very pleased
with the Zincton information
meeting hosted by council, and that
they had received much positive
input since. The meeting can be
viewed on YouTube (Silverton
Council Zincton Open House). The
video had 380 views by the time of
the council meeting.
• Ferguson reported that the

internet workshop on February 12
was well attended with council
members from New Denver and
Nakusp, and interest was shown
from Slocan. Tim Ryan and Don
Scarlett from the Kaslo infoNet
Society explained how Kaslo had
been successful in setting up a
community internet hub. Talks will
be ongoing.
• Ferguson reported that he spoke
with Phil Whitfield from the local
trails society about an upswing in
interest in a trail between Silverton
and New Denver. There is funding
available through the Federal Active

Transportation Grant and “this trail
fits every single box,” Ferguson said.
• The Slocan Lake Arts Council
approached council for permission
and a letter of support to replace the
signage on the northeast side of the
arts centre/gallery building with a
more visible backlit or lighted sign.
Council agreed, with the provision
that council reviews the final design
before the sign is installed.
• Councillor Leah Main confirmed
that the Silverton recycling depot will
close at the end of March. Despite
vigorous lobbying by Main and Colin
Moss, New Denver councillor and

RDCK director, there is no plan to
expand the New Denver depot.
• The Galena Trail is expected
to be fully open for June, Main
reported. A work plan has been
approved that includes finishing the
outhouse at Rosebery Parklands, and
beginning planning and foundational
work for a new outhouse at Bigelow
Bay.
• Work is ongoing on the
campground and it is expected
to be open to the public in May,
CAO Hillary Elliott reported.
Interviews have been conducted for
the campground attendant position.

Online booking should be available
for the 2022 season.
• Councillor Main reported that
she was re-elected as chair of the
RDCK Sustainability Committee,
which has approved the start of work
(and funding) for a Slocan Lake and
River Partnership, similar to the
Kootenay Lake Partnership.
• Ferguson and Councillor Main
attended a regional meeting with
outgoing Municipal Affairs Minister
Josie Osborne. Nathan Cullen now
moves into that portfolio. There was
much talk about local government
staff retention and training.

by Moe Lyons
The Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society made a presentation to
Silverton council on March 9.
SLSS reps Wendy King and Sally
Hammond made the presentation,
which was intended to address
“how we need to adapt to impacts
and changes in the natural
environment.”
“It is increasingly important to
manage water at a landscape level,
and to recognize the combined
effects of all activities in all the
watersheds,” they said.
One of those activities –
forestry – definitely impacts

water timing, flow and aquatic
ecosystems and habitats, they said.
Of particular concern is increased
sedimentation in tributaries,
streambanks and wetlands.
Another problem is wildfires.
The presentation included photos
of burned areas from the wildfires
of 2014 and 2018 on the west
and east sides of Fennel Creek
near Silverton. These areas have
experienced many landslides and
not much vegetation recovery.
There were also photos of silted
culverts, and a blocked culvert and
roadbank washout in the Fennel
Creek watershed.

Overall, 25% of the local
watershed areas have been
damaged, they said. The loss
of forest canopy has resulted in
increased debris slides, streambank
instability, creek ‘damming,’ and
increased sedimentation in creeks
and tributaries, which leads to
loss of fish habitat and spawning
grounds as well as deterioration of
upslope wetlands.
“It is really important we don’t
get a lot of sedimentation in the
lake,” King said.
SLSS has been monitoring the
Silverton watershed since 2016 and
has produced considerable data

and several reports. Their 2019
study recommended continued
water quality monitoring on
Silverton Creek to measure and
identify change, and to monitor
burned areas for sedimentation
impacts on creeks and tributaries,
debris flow, and soil rejuvenation
and regrowth.
SLSS approached the ministry
with their concerns and received
an answer in December 2021. In
its response, the ministry agreed to
assess the impact of recent fires on
salvage, and for field certification
on stands with Interfor. They
committed to forest landscape

planning, and have hired a wildlife
recovery coordinator to expedite
the planning process.
Councillor Main thanked
the society for their detailed
presentation, and said “Silverton
has been pushing this for five
years. Hopefully you will get more
response!” King said SLSS has an
excellent relationship with Tara
DeCourcy, local district manager
with the ministry, and has had
positive communication with her.
SLSS will initiate further
study and wetland monitoring in
the Silverton and Fennel Creek
watersheds.

Silverton watershed presentation highlights damage from wildfires, forestry
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CBT Outdoor Active Recreation Grants announced
submitted
A total of 18 projects in the
Columbia Basin are being funded
under the Trust’s Outdoor Active
Recreation program, and nine of them
are in the Valley Voice coverage area.
Both Argenta and Johnsons
Landing have received funds to
improve their playgrounds. The
Argenta Community Association has
received $57,000 and the Johnsons
Landing Community Association has
received $12,500.

The Argenta project will include
a sculpture that kids can play on,
made by local artists. The Argenta
Community Association will repair
and relocate the current playground
equipment, plus add elements like
the playable sculpture and a geodesic
dome.
Kaslo will see fencing around the
Murray Pearson Memorial Ball Park
and an enhanced disc golf course.
The Kaslo Baseball Association
has landed $11,250 for the ball

park fence, and the Kaslo Outdoor
and Recreation Society will use the
$15,000 grant from the Trust to add
permanent target baskets, tee boxes
and signage to the ‘All Yew Need’
disc golf course.
The Village of Nakusp has
scored $180,000 for phase two of
the Rotary Club’s Natural Adventure
Playground project, and the Nakusp
and Area Bike Society received
$35,500 for its plans to expand the
bike skills park at the Mt. Abriel

The Argenta Community Association will improve a playground – including creating a climbable sculpture like this mock-up – with support from the Trust.

Nakusp resident Mike Riediger, CEO of Kootenay Adaptive Sport Association (KASA), accepts
an award for significant contribution towards making BC an inclusive and welcoming destination
for everyone. The 2022 BC Tourism & Hospitality Awards were presented at an awards gala
on Thursday, March 10 as part of the annual conference hosted by the Tourism Industry
Association of BC and British Columbia Hotel Association.

Recreation Site by constructing a
200- to 300-metre dirt pump track, a
mulch jump and technical features.
New Denver’s All-Wheels Park
project is now fully funded, as this
final piece of funding falls into place.
The Village of New Denver has
received $120,000 from this CBT
program for the project – an outdoor,
multi-use recreational facility to
allow riders of all ages and abilities to
lap their bikes, adaptive wheelchairs,
scooters and skateboards around an
asphalt-capped pump-track course
and terrain features.

13
The Village of Slocan’s multisport court project will see the tennis
court revitalized with a new surface
that will accommodate pickleball,
basketball, tennis, ball hockey and
ice hockey. The Village of Slocan
will see $208,500 from the Trust for
the project.
The Slocan Park Hall Society will
upgrade the new outdoor skating rink
on the hall’s multi-purpose field by
levelling the outfield and purchasing
an ice rink liner, thanks to a $19,000
grant from the CBT’s Outdoor Active
Recreation program.
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Local seniors benefit from CBT funding
submitted
Seniors and Indigenous
elders will have more
opportunity to connect with
each other, and the buildings
they use will be more
sustainable, safer, accessible
and energy-efficient, thanks
to 25 projects in 18 Columbia
Basin communities. These
projects have received funding
from the Columbia Basin
Trust’s Seniors and Elders
Activity Grants program.
Seven projects are happening
in the Valley Voice area.
The Kaslo Seniors’ Hall
will soon see upgrades like
better insulation, a heat pump,
a new exterior door and new
siding with $60,413 from
the Trust. “This project will
ensure that our hall will be
more comfortable and not so
costly to heat,” said Louise De
Pape, president of the Kaslo
Senior Citizens Association,
which is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year. “We look
forward to an entrance that is
brighter and easier to navigate,
and we feel that everyone will
feel safer when they attend
activities in our hall.”
The Nakusp Seniors have
received $20,313 to install
LED lighting, occupancy
sensors and ventilation at the
Nakusp Seniors Centre. The
group will also receive $4,900
to offer activities such as card
games and exercise classes
to reduce isolation and build
community connections.
The Passmore Hall will
see a duel-fuel HVAC system,
outdoor seating area and solar
PV array, new siding, new
flooring, new front door and
windows, and an upgraded

roof. The hall association has
received $152,343 for the
project.
The Slocan Park
Community Hall Society
will use the $61,520 grant to

install acoustic ceiling panels,
a solar PV array, an outdoor
seating area, roof drainage and
ventilation.
North Kootenay Lake
Community Services

Society’s ‘Kaslo Seniors
Connect’ program is benefitting
from $75,000 in CBT funding.
The program includes at-home
visits, outdoor social activities,
tech support and weekly meals
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for seniors with vulnerabilities.
Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services
will receive $95,000 for
its ‘Creative Connections
in Nakusp’ program. The

organization collaborates
with more than 100 seniors
to provide social and physical
activities and improved
connections to community
resources.

The Kaslo Senior Citizens Association will upgrade its hall with support from the Trust.

ALFA Guild asks for support for its Nakusp gallery renos
submitted
Work on the new Arrow
Lakes Fine Art Guild
Gallery has begun – and
the organization needs your
support to help it keep going.
“Locals in Nakusp will
probably have noticed the
new roof that was completed
last November, thanks to the
funds from Nakusp and Area
Community Foundation,” says
an ALFA Guild release. “It is
a long process to accomplish

It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

this renovation but we are
continuing to apply for
available grants to complete
our community art gallery.”
The guild is asking
locals to help that effort by
voting on their project in the
upcoming Columbia Basin
Trust Community Initiatives
and Affected Areas program
input period.
As in the previous two
years, public feedback for
the grants is being conducted
online, available through the
RDCK website. Feedback is
open from March 28 to April 8
inclusive, and gives everyone
an opportunity to support their
preferred organizations of all
those who have applied.
To help the public find out

more about their plans, the
ALFA Guild will be setting
up an information tent on
the patio of the new Bella
Soriah restaurant (previously
the Broadway Deli) on
Wednesday, March 30 and
Wednesday, April 6. They’ll
also be across the corner from
the post office on April 2. All
three events will take place
from 10 am to 2 pm.
“We will be presenting
a vision board of our future
renovated building as well
as a handout detailing how
to access the RDCK website
for the Community Initiatives
grant feedback process,” says
the news release. “Annual
memberships of only $20 are
encouraged for any who wish

to financially support our
renovation project.”
A L FA h a s b e e n
successful with several
grant applications, including
Nakusp and Area Community
Foundation, Central Kootenay
Cultural Alliance, True North,

submitted
Residents of the Slocan are
invited to come out on Saturday,
April 9 from 11 am to 2 pm for a
fundraiser at the Slocan Park Hall
– that will both satisfy your sweet
tooth and support the good work
of the Steven Lewis Foundations’
Grandmothers to Grandmothers
campaign.
The Slocan Valley Grassroots
Grammas will hold a Springtime
Bakery and Boutique on the
verandah of the Slocan Park
Hall. People will find pies, bread,
cookies, brownies, scarves and
jewellery for sale, all proceeds
going to the Grandmothers
to Grandmothers Campaign,
helping the vital work of
community-based organizations
in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Specifically, fundraising
efforts like the Spring Sale will

assist in places like Uganda,
where the St. Francis Health Care
Services is currently supporting
hundreds of primary students
returning to school after a twoyear pandemic shutdown. During
the shutdown, rural children in
some places had absolutely no
access to education.
In Nairobi, Kenya, the Isttar’s
Wellness Centre provides a safe
place, food, HIV testing and
counselling for LGBTIQ clients
when home is not a safe place to
go. In South Africa, Blue Roof
Life Space services for youth
offers lifesaving teaching about
sexual and reproductive health
plus HIV testing and treatment
that had to be moved from doorto-door to online delivery.
Two years of lockdowns
have had immediate and
dangerous impacts on incomes,

education, and security as well
as programs for HIV (human
immunodeficiency virus)
prevention and treatment.
The SLF’s Grandmothers to
Grandmothers Campaign has
partners, local women’s groups,
that are a lifeline for those at
greatest risk. Equipped with
flexible emergency funds, they

NACFOR, Nakusp Rotary
Club and RDCK.
If you wish to follow
the reno project, you can
like the ALFA Guild on
Facebook or Instagram. To
become a member, email
alfaguildgallery@gmail.com .

The ALFA Guild is transforming the old forestry building into a community art
gallery in Nakusp, and asks residents for their support for its application to the
CBT Community Initiatives and Affected Areas program.

Cookies and pies to help global grandmothers’ movement

have adapted their frontline work.
Building on the
overwhelming success of their
December sale, the Slocan Valley
Grassroots Grammas welcome
you on the verandah to visit and
tempt you with delicious baking
and more on April 9.
For more information,
contact Linda at 250-226-7304.

The Slocan Valley Grassroots Grammas are holding a Spring Sale at Slocan
Park Hall on the verandah on April 9.
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Sean Arthur Joyce releases book of essays, Words from the Dead
submitted
New Denver author Sean Arthur
Joyce has just released his new book,
Words from the Dead: Relevant
readings in the Covid Age.
In this collection of essays, Joyce
analyzes the Covid Age through
great works of literature, poetry and
history, using them as a lens through
which to focus critical thinking. Even
popular culture such as songs and
movies – to the extent it relies on the
great themes of art – can be a source
of deep meaning. History itself
began from the storytelling impulse,
the basis of narrative. Essays are
simply a more direct way of critically
addressing the stories we tell each
other in a culture. And it’s clear that
now more than ever, the narratives
we hear in the media are in need of
challenging.
Joyce is following in the tradition
of great essayists such as Montaigne,
George Orwell and Aldous Huxley.
These writers didn’t see themselves
as experts but as insatiably curious
intellects using the Socratic method
to explore anything that interested
them. Words from the Dead helps the
reader cultivate a facility for pattern
recognition based on the precedents
of history and literature.
“That is my hope for this book,
to bring consolation, critical thinking
and clarity to readers devastated
in their various ways by the Covid
Age,” says Joyce.
Words from the Dead draws
on a wide reading list of nearly 50
books, from the 5th century BC
to the present. From the ancient
Taoist sages Lao Tzu and Chuang
Tzu, through the writers of classic
literature, to more recent critical

commentators such as Karl Popper,
Arnold Toynbee, John Ralston Saul
and Michael Rectenwald, Words
from the Dead digs deep for its
perspectives. Joyce’s 30-year career
as a freelance journalist and author
of 10 books provides a solid research
foundation for the book, with over
600 reference footnotes.
“I certainly debunk the scientific
and social fallacies at work during
Covid lockdowns, supported
by more than 600 footnotes and
references from credible sources,”
he says. “But rather than merely
telling readers what to think, the
goal is to teach the basics of critical
thinking and Socratic reasoning. The
intellectual principle is based on the
familiar adage: ‘If you give a man a

fish, you feed him for a day. If you
teach him how to fish, you feed him
for a lifetime.’”
Joyce is the author of ten books
and numerous limited editions,
featuring Western Canadian history,
poetry, a novel and his latest, Words
from the Dead: Relevant Readings in
the Covid Age, a collection of essays.
Joyce’s poems and essays have
appeared in Canadian, American
and British literary journals and
anthologies.
The book is available at Raven’s
Nest in New Denver, Otter Books
and Notably Books (in Nelson), and
Eurythmy Studio and Bookstore
in Kaslo. It is also available for
purchase online via paypal at www.
ekstasiseditions.com.

New Denver author Sean Arthur Joyce has just released his new book, Words from the Dead:
Relevant readings in the Covid Age.

Norbert
Ruebsaat
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We are sad to announce the death
of Norbert Ruebsaat on the 10th of
March 2022 just two weeks short
of his 76th birthday. Norbert died
in The Pavilion care centre in New
Denver, BC, where he lived the last
two years of his life. We thank all the
wonderful staff for the tender loving
care they showed him while he was
there. Norbert died in the presence of
his beloved wife Andrea Saba who
was his conscientious and loving caregiver throughout the years of his
dementia and his final decline. His daughter, Sonja, whom he cherished
above all others, was an emotional anchor for him despite having her
own family to care for. She also played a vital role in facilitating the
publication of his final book of poetry.
Norbert was born in 1946, in Germany, and in 1952 he and his
family immigrated to the West Kootenays. His father, Helmut, practiced
medicine in Castlegar and was family doctor to the many Doukhobors
who lived in the area. Growing up with a father whose parents had been
part of the Wandervogel, a back-to-nature movement in Wilhelmenian
Germany, Norbert took immediately to the wilds of the West Kootenays.
He and his family used to camp in the wilderness along the shores of
Lower Arrow Lake and as a pre-teen he took the Kettle Valley Line train
into the mountains across from Deer Park to camp in the bush and fish
in the creeks. In 1954 he traveled on the last voyage of the Minto, the
paddlewheeler that used to service the communities along the shores of
Upper and Lower Arrow Lakes. After attending Kinnaird Elementary
School and Stanley Humphries High School in Castlegar, Norbert moved
with his family to Vancouver in 1960 where he completed high school.
Norbert never lost his affection for Germany and returned there in
his late teens and early twenties to work and to study. Upon returning to
Vancouver he completed his post-secondary education finishing with a
Masters degree in communications at Simon Fraser University. Norbert’s
mother, Ursula, was a teacher and an avid reader who instilled in him a
love of literature. In his early twenties he began writing poetry, stories,
essays and reviews as well as doing multi-media theatre. He eventually
taught in the communications departments of SFU and Columbia College.
Norbert’s connection to the German language was maintained by his
translations of Rilke poetry and the plays of Peter Handke and Bertold
Brecht. Norbert was involved in the early years of Vancouver Cooperative
Radio both as organizer and programmer and went on to produce shows
for CBC’s “Ideas” program.
Norbert always maintained his connection to the West Kootenays.
He and his young family spent many summers in the Slocan Valley and
became involved in the campaign to create Valhalla Provincial Park.
In his writing he explored ideas about landscape and our place within
it, themes that were strongly influenced by his connection to the West
Kootenays. Cordillera, a collection of his poetry published in 1979, speaks
of trees, mountains, glaciers and driftwood. His memoir, In Other Words:
A German Canadian Story, published in 2017, recounts his immigrant
experience, his adaptations to life in a new language and culture and, of
course, his visceral connection to the landscape he loved.
Norbert’s parents were both singers and he carried on their legacy by
playing the guitar and singing all his life. As an adult he carried on his
father’s tradition of yodelling whenever he was hiking in the mountains.
While in Vancouver he sang bass in the Universal Gospel Choir and
the City Soul Choir. Upon his retirement in 2015, Norbert and Andrea
moved to New Denver where he joined the Community Choir. He was
also a member of the group, Golden Oldies who, ironically, sang for the
residents of the Pavilion care centre where he spent his last years. In New
Denver Norbert was also briefly a director of the Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society as well as leading several sessions on memoir writing.
In 2016 Norbert was diagnosed with dementia, a fact that did not,
however, prevent him from publishing another book of poetry. Dementia
Dialogues: Words that Forgot they Exist, appeared in 2019 and was
launched that year in New Denver, with family and friends reading his
poems.
Norbert is survived by his daughter, Sonja Ruebsaat and her mother,
Hildegard Westerkamp, his grandchildren Caleb and Amber, his wife
Andrea Saba and his sisters Rika, Susanna and Gisela Ruebsaat. Norbert
was deeply loved by his family as well as by the many dear friends he
had cultivated throughout his life. We will all miss him tremendously.
Donations may be made to the Kohan Gardens, a place where
Norbert found great solace. To do so please visit – https://www.
vancouverfoundation.ca/slocan-lake-garden-society and scroll down to
and click on “donate” just below where it says “Kohan Reflection Garden
Endowment Fund.”
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Night, Mother comes to Taghum Hall
submitted
Take a Pulitzer Prize-winning play
and put it in the hands of two beloved,
award-winning local actors, and you
have the makings of an unforgettable
evening – or two. A dramatic reading

of the play ‘Night, Mother performed
by Pat Henman and Lindsay Clague
takes place at Taghum Hall on Friday,
April 8 and Saturday, April 9. Both
events start at 7 pm.
‘Night, Mother deals with a

difficult subject as characters Jessie
and her mother Thelma explore, in
a very personal way, the theme of
suicide over the course of a single
evening. Described as thoughtful, sad,
and funny, the 1981 play by Marsha
Norman has been performed widely,
including on Broadway, in London,
and as a film starring Anne Bancroft
and Sissy Spacek.
Both actors are excited about
the opportunity to explore the play
together as a dramatic reading, a
common tool for actors to hone their
craft outside of a full-scale production.
“Lindsay and I have directed each
other – I directed her in Liberation

In Loving Memory

Dora S.
Evdokimoff

It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Dora S.
Evdokimoff. Dora passed away on
February 25th, 2022 at Mountain
Lake Seniors Community, Nelson
BC.
Dora was born in Brilliant, BC, on February 27th, 1926 to Sam
and Mary (Davidoff) Osachoff. She was united in marriage to Bill
Evdokimoff on January 28th, 1942. Together they made their life in
Appledale, BC.
Dora was predeceased by her infant sister Tanya, her parents, sisters
Vera and Lucy, husband Bill. Left to mourn her are children Mary (Peter)
Poznikoff, Lorraine (Fred) Maloff, Willie Evdokimoff, Evelyn Harrison,
Steve Evdokimoff, Stan Evdokimoff, brother Peter (Verna) Osachoff. She
will be dearly missed by her 11 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren,
many nieces and nephews.
Dora will always be remembered by her family, friends and
community for her strength, generosity and kindness. She will be forever
loved and greatly missed.
The family would like to thank the Interior Health home support
workers, the nursing and caregiving staff, especially those of the
Diamond Cottage, at Mountain Lake Seniors Community for their
compassionate care. Thank you Dr. Murray & Dr. Janz, for your years
of kind care. We wish to express our gratitude and appreciation to all.
We also wish to extend our thanks and appreciation to Peter &
Shirley Relkoff, Elsie Campbell, Appledale Ladies Cooking Group
and Volunteers, Perry Siding Graveside Attendants and those who sent
cards and flowers. The Appledale and surrounding communities were
close to Dora’s heart.

Calvin Robert
Kusch
ca. August 1936 –
February 25, 2022

With his children at his bedside,
Calvin Robert “Cal” Kusch passed
away February 25, 2022 at his home
in the Arrowtarian Rotary Villa in
Nakusp after a short battle with
cancer. Cal was born to his parents
Charles and Elizabeth in 1936 on
a houseboat in the wilderness of
northern Manitoba somewhere
outside of The Pas. He was the
middle of five children (siblings
Ken, Florence, Charlie, and Joan).
In 1941, the Kusch family headed
west to British Columbia, where
Cal would spend his childhood and
teenage years growing up in and around Vancouver and Port Moody.
In 1955, Cal married Helen Pudas of New Westminster. Together, they
would raise six children, first in Port Moody and then in Calgary where
they relocated in 1964. During this time, Cal travelled the North American
continent as a long-haul truck driver.
In 1974, the Kusch family joined their relatives, the Kesslers and
Briscos, in Crescent Bay outside of Nakusp, where they would build their
home on Bartley Road and live for the next decade. After short stops in
Grande Prairie, Invermere, and Fairmont Hot Springs, Cal and Helen would
return to Nakusp for good in 1994 when Cal went to work for Galena
Contractors as a hoe operator until his retirement. Cal was a keen amateur
pilot and logged thousands of hours flying across western Canada. In his
retirement, he was typically found on the golf course, sharing a pint with
friends at the local watering holes, or − more often than not − putting in
endless kilometres on his bicycle right up until his final months.
Cal was predeceased by his son Fred in 1987 and wife of 63 years
Helen in 2018. He is survived by his sons Ronald, Kenton, and Andy,
daughters Linda and Gerry, 13 grandchildren, and 10 great-grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held for Cal in Nakusp in late May.

Day and Mamma Mia! and she
directed me in The Gin Game – but
we have not acted on stage together.
Here was our opportunity.”
As for the play, “The theme
spoke to us, the characters and their
relationship – mother and daughter
– especially made an impact on us.
We are both mothers and daughters,”
Henman explains. “We immediately
recognized that the strength of the
work is in the words these women
say to each other. It is a powerful
statement on family and behaviour,
love and loss.”
Says Clague, “It was clear from
the first reading that it was the right

play for us.”
A portion of the proceeds benefit
Nelson Community Services, which
supports individuals and families
at their most vulnerable. The
actors emphasize that the play may
involve triggers for some. After each
performance the actors will be joined
by a mental health professional for an
open discussion about the play and
its theme.
Taghum Hall is partnering with
the actors to bring the play and
discussion to the community. Tickets
are $15 and are available at Eddy
Music, Taghum Shell, and online at
taghumhall@shaw.ca.

PHOTO CREDIT: EMILEE WHEELER

February 27th, 1926 –
February 25th, 2022
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Pat Henman

Silverton byelection candidate
Margaret Scaia responds to VV questions
by Jan McMurray
Silverton residents go to the polls
on April 9 (March 30 advance poll) to
vote for either Brian Mills or Margaret
Scaia to fill the councillor seat, left
vacant when Tanya Gordon resigned on
November 10.
We emailed some questions to both
candidates. Brian Mills chose not to
participate, saying he had “no further
comments until after the election.”
Here are Margaret Scaia’s responses.
Do you work or live out of town?
How often will you be away? How will
you fit your job as councillor into your
work (or seasonal) life?
I am fortunate to own a house
in Silverton, which is my primary
residence. I am retiring at the end of April
2022, but I have been working remotely
for the University of Victoria for the past
four years and have been in Silverton
primarily over that time. At present, my
only plans to be away from Silverton
are in September 2022 when I will be
travelling in Scotland. In my current role
as a nurse and nursing instructor, I am
very familiar with organizing my time,
attending meetings, being accountable
to an organization, gathering views and
options, and prioritizing responsibilities
– I expect these will be very good skills
in my role as councilor for Silverton.
How do you feel about Silverton’s
Watershed Policy Statement?
I fully agree with the statement by
the council of the Village of Silverton
(Adopted July 3, 1997, and amended
September 8, 2015) that: “As the
purveyor of water for its residents and
citizens, is committed to ensuring a
continued supply of potable water to the
community.”

From this statement it follows that
I also support the subsequent statement
that I: “will not support any logging
plan or other resource development plan
that will in any way endanger or pose a
threat to the quality of the Village’s water
supply, including any standby or back-up
water system.”
I also want to strongly acknowledge
that, as also stated by the Council of
the Village of Silverton in that same
document, that I “Recogniz[e] that the
logging industry is vital to the economic
viability of the province as well as to
the Slocan Valley, [and that I am] not
opposed to timber harvesting …”
What do you think about Silverton
council’s approach to gathering
information on the Zincton proposal?
I was very engaged with and
appreciative of the approach council
took regarding exploring views on the
Zincton proposal at the recent Town
Hall for example. As I stated in my
last Valley Voice interview, I work
from a collaborative, consultative and

inclusive approach to understanding
all sides of an issue or debate. The
presenters at the recent Town Hall in
Silverton demonstrated the commitment
by council to an inclusive approach that
allowed for a balanced presentation of
approaches to resort development more
broadly, and included the opportunity
for diverse questions and views to be
presented within the time frame provided
by the event. Obviously, this is an
ongoing process of assessment, review
and consultation and there will be other
opportunities to explore this and other
potential developments.
With the fibre-optic backbone just
about built, do you have any thoughts
on how the ‘last mile’ service should be
provided to Silverton?
I must admit that I’m not familiar
with this topic, but I am in support of
providing the people of Silverton with
the most up-to-date fibre-optic services
that are accessible, affordable, and
acceptable to the residents of Silverton
and surrounding areas.

Margaret Scaia
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RDCK board, March 17: The taxman cometh, helping Krestova, and support for Ukraine
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Regional District of
Central Kootenay’s 2022 budget
will see some big increases in
the taxes people pay for regional
government services – especially
in the Slocan Valley.
Residents of the Village of
Slocan will see the highest increase
in their tax bill from the RDCK, at
45%, while the rest of the valley
has the highest increase of the 11
rural districts, at 15.7%.
The regional government’s
board of directors approved the
2022 budget and five-year financial
plan at its March meeting.
Overall, the regional
government budget increase
averages out to 6.9%. At online
budget presentations, RD officials
cited increased bylaw and planning
service costs, inflation affecting
construction and renovation
projects, COVID-related revenue
loss, parks improvements, and
general administration needs
among the reasons for local
increases. But the biggest tax
driver has been the spiralling cost
of fire and emergency services,
said CAO Stuart Horn.
“Fire protection makes up 3055% of our regional tax notices,”
he said at the February 22 online
presentation. “There’s a lot of
pressures on those services, and a
lot of increasing costs that directors
and staff are trying to manage.”
A specific homeowner ’s
increase, however, can diverge a
lot from the regional government’s
average. The number depends on
which electoral area the person
lives in, what services they
receive, and their latest property
assessment. As a result, taxpayers
in Area D will see one of the lowest
increases in taxes at 0.2%, while
Area K taxpayers will see a 9.4%
increase. Area H, with its many
firehalls strung along the valley and
in villages, was highest at 15.7%.
The hike in RD taxes for people
living in towns and villages also
varies widely: Kaslo - 8.9%,
Nakusp - 5.9%, New Denver 12.7%, Silverton – 1.0%, Slocan
– 43.5%.
Slocan’s massive percentage
increase is mostly attributable to
rising emergency service costs,
which accounted for $35,000
of the extra $48,000 taxpayers
are being asked to shell out this
year. It was also influenced by the
huge increase in the property tax
assessments in the community,
which rose 56% from 2020 values.
A person with a house assessed
at $300,000 this year will pay
$598 in taxes for regional district
services to the municipality. That
same home would have been worth
$192,000 last year, and would have
paid $416 for that year’s services.
After three month’s talk on the
subject, the RDCK board adopted
the five-year financial plan with
little comment.
The RDCK tax will be a line
on your property tax bill, being

issued later this spring, after school
boards and the West Kootenay
Regional Hospital District Board
settle their budgets and issue their
requisitions through the provincial
government.
(See ‘RDCK taxes to rise
in Slocan Valley, but impact on
homeowner’s bills varies,’ March
10 Valley Voice)

Expanding the Local
Conservation Fund

Property owners in Area H
will be asked to approve joining
a conservation fund that runs
environmental projects in the
Slocan and Kootenay Lake Areas.
The board gave first three
readings to amendments to Bylaw
#2811, to include Area H in the
Kootenay Lake Local Conservation
Service.
The bylaw still has to be
approved by voters in Area H. That
referendum will take place at the
same time as the local government
elections in October. If approved,
the bylaw will then receive final
assent by the board.
Under a Local Conservation
Fund, property owners pay a
$15 parcel tax on each property
they own, to finance conservation
projects. Area H joins the service
with Areas A, D, and E, which
surround Kootenay Lake.
The board also passed the first
two readings of a second bylaw to
include Area F – the communities
along the Kootenay River west of
Nelson – in the same conservation
fund. That bylaw also has to go to
referendum, but that won’t be held
until 2023.

Supporting Krestova
water system

The RDCK is going to support
users of a small water system in
Krestova to find a new source of
water.
RDCK staff will apply for a
Community Works Fund grant for
the Krestova Improvement District
for $56,671 to help drill a new well
for the rural community.
About 70 homes are on the
50-year-old water system, which
has been on a boil water order
for a decade because of its many
deficiencies. A 2020 study found
the water managers needed to stop
using surface water for a supply,
to build a larger reservoir, and
to upgrade water treatment and
the distribution system. Doing so
would “bring the water system
into compliance with current
regulations, improve water quality
and quantity, increase firefighting
capability, and reduce ongoing
issues and concerns with operating
and maintaining small dams and
reservoirs,” a staff report says.
But fixing the problems is
going to be expensive for the tiny
water district – one estimate was
close to $4 million to fix all the
problems.
The first step, at least, isn’t that
expensive. The KID has to find a
good groundwater source. One has
been identified geologically, but

a 350-foot test well needs to be
drilled to prove the flow rates. That
should be done by June, and then
the improvement district can apply
for a new groundwater licence. The
program will cost $80,000, with
the KID picking up the portion not
covered by the grant.

Quitting CSLAC

It was a tough board meeting
for the Community Sustainable
Living Advisory Committee.
A bylaw to allow the Village
of Salmo to withdraw from the
service passed. The mayor of
Salmo told the Valley Voice that
the community just didn’t feel that
the committee was a good fit or
good value for local taxpayers (see
‘Value of RDCK Sustainability
service questioned,’ Valley Voice,
Mar. 10). The departure takes
effect in 2023.
The board also approved a
motion to allow Area K (Arrow
Lakes) to leave the service. Like
Salmo, the area’s director, Paul
Peterson, said he didn’t feel the
service was of value to local
taxpayers.
Peterson gave no further reason
for asking to leave the service,
bringing the motion forward with a
single-sentence letter to the board.
“While I understand Director
Peterson’s desire and reasons for
withdrawing from the service, I’m
sorry to see him go,” said Silverton
Director Leah Main, chair of the

committee.
Accepting the request doesn’t
mean Area K will leave the service
immediately. It starts a two-year
countdown for the process to be
completed.

Support for Ukraine

The ongoing conflict in
Ukraine drew serious and
sometimes emotional debate at
the board meeting. Director Andy
Davidoff introduced a motion to
have the RDCK donate $5,000 to
the Canadian Red Cross Ukraine
Humanitarian Crisis Appeal.
But the wording of the motion
included the phrase “unprovoked
attack by Russia against Ukraine.”
While every director condemned
Russian actions in the Ukraine,
there was unease at the overt
political wording – or using tax
dollars for international causes.
“I absolutely support the
intent of the motion to support
and do what we can to raise our
voice as elected people against
what’s happening,” said Nakusp
Director Joseph Hughes. “I do
feel uncomfortable putting a dollar
amount into the effort, because
that’s derived through taxation.”
But other directors pointed out
that municipal governments did
have a role to play.
“Local government does
work internationally, through
the aegis of FCM,” said Leah
Main, who represents the RDCK

at the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities. “Local government
doesn’t mean we never lift our eyes
off the ground we are standing on.”
In the end, Davidoff’s motion
was split in two: $5,000 was sent
to the Red Cross, with the wording
changed to “to assist Ukrainian
children and citizens impacted
by the action of Russia against
Ukraine.” It passed.
A second motion then directed
a letter be sent to the Russian
Embassy to Canada on behalf of
the board of directors.
Passed unanimously, it will
request “President Putin and
Russia immediately stop its special
military operation in Ukraine, in
the best interest of all humanity.”

Hewat to FCM

Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat will
have the backing of the RDCK as
she applies to sit on the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities’
standing committees for the
upcoming term, June 2022 to May
2023. The regional district will
cover the costs of her travel, and
will be reimbursed by the national
organization.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Whitewater Ski Resort announces new quad chairlift
submitted
Whitewater Ski Resort has
announced a new quad chairlift that
will run to the top of Silver King Ridge
from the main base area in the 2023-24
winter season. The new chairlift will
be a brand new, fixed-grip quad from
Leitner Poma and will open up 160+
acres of new terrain.
“We are incredibly excited to
announce the new quad chairlift which
will not only open up more terrain but
also shows Knee Deep’s continued
investment into the resort,” said Kirk
Jensen, Whitewater Ski Resort General
Manager. “As with all development at
the resort, we went through referrals
and stakeholder engagement during
the 2019 Master Plan addendum which
helps us ensure the lift is constructed in
a responsible way.”
The new quad will run from the
base area of Whitewater Ski Resort
up 430 metres (1,410 ft) to the Silver
King Ridge, which is southeast of
White Queen mountain. The base of
the lift will be located to the left of the
skier services building as you approach
the base area. The fixed-grip quad
will move as many as 1,600 people
per hour and will allow skiers and
snowboarders inbound access to more
than 160+ additional acres of steep and
deep gladed skiing as well as a few new
groomed runs.
The new expansion will also bring
an increased amount of vertical to

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)
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Whitewater Ski Resort as the new lift is
40+ metres, or 140+ feet, longer than the
Summit Lift. The new chairlift will be
a welcome addition for beginner skiers
and riders, as it will reduce usage of the
current Silver King chairlift, which will
remain in place.
“Whitewater is known for its steep,
playful terrain, and the new quad truly
aligns with the Whitewater brand

by opening access to more of that
type of terrain,” said Colby Lehman,
Whitewater Ski Resort Outdoor
Operations Manager. “This new quad
will also reduce the demand on the
current Silver King lift which ultimately
will make for a better experience for
both experts and beginners who ride the
Silver King Lift.”
Construction on the new lift begins

this summer with lift-line and trail
access development, followed by the lift
installation, scheduled for the summer
of 2023. The lift will be spinning to the
public for the 2023-2024 winter season.
Whitewater Ski Resort receives an
average of 40+ feet of snow per year,
making the weather window for lift
construction very short – so installation
will be over a two-year period. Along

with the construction of the lift,
Whitewater Ski Resort is also working
to complete the Backcountry Adventure
Lodge and campground for March
2023. Further resort enhancements are
scheduled to coincide with the new lift:
adjustments to the current Silver King
Lift, new ridge top and base area hiking
trails, and adaptive mountain biking
(cross-country).

submitted
One year ago this month, Interior
Health’s Crystal Head of Vernon was
the first registered nurse in BC to write
an opioid agonist treatment (OAT)
prescription for opioid use disorder.
The milestone was part of the
provincial government’s overdose
response strategy, and since that time,
the program of nurse prescribers has
grown to 11 communities, including
Nelson, Trail and Castlegar in the West
Kootenay.
“We are really pleased to be
providing nurse prescriber services,
particularly for rural areas where it can
be more difficult to see clients outside of
clinic hours and respond to urgent client
needs,” added Interior Health president
and CEO, Susan Brown.
In the past year, IH nurse prescribers
have written more than 450 prescriptions
for Suboxone, an important OAT
medication to support people with
opioid use disorders.
In September 2020, a public health
order was issued by Dr. Bonnie Henry to
enable nurse prescribing with the goal of
increasing access to medication-assisted
treatment and safer alternatives to the
toxic illicit drug supply. Implementation
of the nurse prescriber role in early
2021, beginning with prescribing
Suboxone for opioid use disorder,
represented a significant change in BC’s
health-care system and an important
move to better support people in rural
and remote areas.
Registered nurses (RNs) and
registered psychiatric nurses (RPNs)
were initially trained to prescribe
Suboxone.
IH and other health authorities then
worked together with the BC Centre on
Substance Use (BCCSU), BC College of
Nurses and Midwives and the Ministry
of Mental Health and Addictions to
implement, monitor and expand nursing
scope in treating opioid use disorder.

The service expanded in November
2021 when the BCCSU made provincial
training available for nurses to prescribe
the titration, bridging and continuation
of slow release oral morphine (SROM)
and Methadone.

Since then, nurse prescribers across
BC put in many hours to meet the
required college standards, limits and
conditions to prescribe medication.
IH was again the first region to have a
nurse prescriber complete this additional

skillset.
Vernon RPN Kyle Boulton proudly
wrote the first prescription for SROM
on Feb 16, 2022 and continues to help
clients access treatment in his Okanagan
community.

submitted
Aboriginal leaders in British
Columbia are welcoming an
announcement by the Province that
it will introduce a new Indigenousfocused graduation requirement for
secondary students in BC schools
beginning next year.
“The new Indigenous-focused
graduation requirement marks a
transformative moment in BC public
education,” said Chief Lydia Hwitsum
of the First Nations Summit Political
Executive. “For the first time we are
ensuring all students graduate with an
understanding of the contributions and
diversity of the First Nations of this
province.”
Secondary students will be
able to meet the new requirement
through a variety of existing and
new course options. Professional
learning opportunities for educators
will be co-developed by the BC
Ministry of Education and FNESC,
including strategies for implementing
the requirement in ways that support
Indigenous and non-Indigenous
learners.
The new graduation requirement
responds in part to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of
Canada’s report on the residential
school system, which recommends
that an age-appropriate curriculum
on residential schools, treaties and
Aboriginal peoples’ contributions to
Canada be mandatory for kindergarten
to grade 12 students.

It also reflects the standards
established by the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, which describes how
Indigenous peoples have the right to the
dignity and diversity of their cultures,
traditions, histories and aspirations,
which shall be appropriately reflected
in education and public information.
“This also represents an opportunity
to drive a desperately needed antiracism and reconciliation strategy to
counter the systemic and interpersonal
racism Indigenous peoples face,” said
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, President
of the Union of BC Indian Chiefs.

“We know that too often the public
education system has misrepresented
or omitted First Nations within the
provincial curriculum. Furthermore,
too many Indigenous students have
faced the racism of low expectations
in the public education system, as
described in the 2015 report of the
Office of the Auditor General of BC.”
The Ministry of Education
will be engaging with Indigenous
communities, the education sector,
and the public on the implementation
plan for the new requirement. FNESC
will continue to facilitate information
sharing with First Nations.

submitted
Tarrys-based forester Kalesnikoff
Lumber has passed an audit of its
forest management practices. The
Forest Practices Board (FPB) says that
Kalesnikoff “generally complied with
the requirements” of the law.
The FPB audit examined the
company’s harvesting practices on four
cutblocks, its maintenance of more
than 250 kilometres of road and 13
bridges, its planting on 24 cutblocks
and its monitoring to ensure forests are
regenerating on more than two dozen
cutblocks.
Kalesnikoff’s operations were
assessed for compliance with the Forest
and Range Practices Act, the Wildfire
Act, applicable regulations and legal
orders. And while they got a passing
grade, there was one issue highlighted
by the board.
“While almost all of the audited
practices complied with legal
requirements, the auditors found that
Kalesnikoff did not complete fire
hazard assessment reports for three
cutblocks and did not update forest cover
information in government’s silviculture
reporting database for six cutblocks
within the timeframes required by the
legislation,” said Kevin Kriese, chair of
the Forest Practices Board. “As these
findings did not have any impacts to
forest resources, these are considered
areas for improvement in the future.”
Since the audit work was completed,
Kalesnikoff has submitted the required
information to government and improved
its internal procedures.
Kalesnikoff’s permit, Forest Licence

#A20194, lies within Selkirk Natural
Resource District, and is bounded to the
south by the Canada-US border, to the
west by the Monashee Mountains and to
the east by the Selkirk Mountains.
The Forest Practices Board is BC’s
independent watchdog for sound forest
and range practices, reporting its findings
and recommendations directly to the
public and government. The board audits
forest and range practices on public lands
and appropriateness of government
enforcement. It can also make
recommendations for improvement to
practices and legislation.

Interior Health nurse prescriber program marks first anniversary

Aboriginal leaders hail new BC indigenous
learning graduation requirement for schools

West Kootenay lumber business
passes Forest Practices Board audit

Slocan Valley TV
Society contemplates
new channels

by Jan McMurray
Residents from Slocan to Crescent
Valley who use the Slocan Valley TV
Society’s service are being asked for
their opinions about TV channels.
“We were thinking about our
services the other day and have
determined that it is fairly easy to
change the channels that the TV Society
broadcasts,” explained Peter Kabel,
society board member.
The catch is that any new station
would have to be ‘swapped’ with an
old one.
“We need to drop an old one to
get a new one,” Kabel said, “so my
advice is that our members pick up a
Sunday paper and see what shows the
different channels offer.” The society
now broadcasts CBS, ABC, Global and
Knowledge. Call Kabel at 250-3597944 with your suggestions.
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RDCK budget for Kaslo and Area D: fire service burns, mosquito service stings
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Taxpayers living in Kaslo and the
north end of Kootenay Lake will be
paying more for regional government
services this year.
The RDCK held a workshop
March 7 on its 2022 regional budget
plans as they affect Kaslo and Area
D, the rural area surrounding the
north end of Kootenay Lake.
In general, property owners
in Kaslo will see their RDCK tax
bill increase 8.9%, while Area D
residents average 13% – though that
can vary greatly depending where in
the rural area you live.

rate, the ratio the government uses
when calculating taxes per $1,000
of property value. The higher the
assessment, the lower the mill rate.
In Kaslo, the mill rate dropped
15%; in Area D, it dropped 12%.
“For a $250,000 home, we have
to tax them $90 less than we did last
year to be able to raise a bit more
money than last year. And that’s
because assessments have grown so
much there’s more in the assessment
base, and we can charge less per
$1,000.”
However, since the assessments
went up higher in Kaslo than the
rural areas, it means village taxpayers
will pay a slightly higher percentage
of the bill for shared services – like
fire and emergency communications
– than they did last year.
“In 2022, a little bit more of
the tax burden is going to shift to
the Village of Kaslo properties on
aggregate, as a whole,” he said.

Assessment effects

Property owners across BC
were surprised to see how much
their property assessments increased
this year. In Kaslo, the average
assessment rose just under 28%,
while in Area D they rose an average
of 14.15%. People were concerned
what that would mean to their tax
bills.
But RDCK CAO Stuart Horn
explained at the online meeting
that higher property assessments
have the opposite effect on the mill

Horn went on to explain the
items affecting this year’s budget
outside of assessment values.
“The big drivers are fire
protection, recreation, waste

management, and in some cases
mosquito control,” said Horn.
Fire and emergency service cost
increases top the list. Replacing
equipment, salaries, contract
costs, training and provincial
requirements are costing more each
year. Inflationary pressures are also
affecting construction projects and
salaries, including replacement
of the roof at the RDCK office.
COVID has impacted the regional
government’s bottom line in the
recreation department and BC
Transit services.
About four new hires are planned
for the year, to manage increasing
demand on services like bylaw,
planning, and fire training. A longdelayed chief financial officer
position will also be filled later
this year. (For a more complete
explanation of budget pressures, see
‘RDCK taxes rise in Slocan Valley,
but impact on homeowners’ bills
varies,’ March 10 Valley Voice.)
Increasing services and
expanding management facilities is
helping drive a 3% taxation increase
for waste services in the central
region, which includes Kaslo and

family’s generous support of this
award.
“Receiving the Richard Carver
Award for Emerging Writers was
an incredible honour,” says the
2021 recipient, Sarah Beauchamp.
“Sharing my writing has always been
about how the right words, read at
the right time, can inspire people.
Being recognized by this writing
community further motivated me to

keep writing my truth and share it
with the world because as writers, we
all have something important to say.”
Other winners of the award
include children’s author Darcee
O’Hearne (2013), poet Jane Byers in
2014, and Diana Morita Cole (2017).
For full information and to make
a nomination, visit the Nelson and
District Arts Council website at
www.ndac.ca.

Budget drivers

submitted
Have a favourite West Kootenay
author you think is deserving of
recognition? Nominate them for the
10th Annual Richard Carver Award.
Presented by the Nelson and
District Arts Council and Elephant
Mountain Literary Festival at a
ceremony on June 25 at the Elephant
Mountain Literary Festival, the
award comes with a $500 cash prize.
Eligible nominees must be
writers just starting in their careers
who have had one to two books
published, or an equivalent body of
work published in anthologies or
literary journals. The work must be
creative, literary writing, including
fiction, creative nonfiction, poetry,
and writing for children and teens.
Self-published authors are eligible.
Nominees, who must reside
in the West Kootenay, are judged
using three criteria: quality of work,
the strength of nomination, and
community engagement.
The award is dedicated to
Richard Carver, a lover of the arts
and the Kootenays. He was invested
in the community. He was a “mover
and shaker” on the board of the
Nelson and District Arts Council.
After Richard passed away in 2009,
the arts council founded this award,
which has been awarded eight times.
His daughter Jocelyn Carver, an
arts lover herself, has continued the

PHOTO CREDIT: FRED ROSENBERG

Call-out for nominations for West Kootenay writer award

Area D. But Horn pointed out that
was a bit of good news: the increase
was actually much lower than the
15% contemplated in the five-year
financial plan.
“There’s a number of things
that went into that [change]… we
got some stability in the recycling
program, which was launched in
2021 in the middle of the pandemic,”
Horn told the Valley Voice. “There
were some staff costs with respect
to that.
“We also had capital projects
going on that needed short-term
loans, some of which came in lower
than expected… it’s hard to just pick
one thing out.”
Residents of water systems
managed by the RDCK will also
see increases in their services. In
Woodbury residents will see a 20%
in their water tax, but no increase
in the parcel tax. In the McDonald
Creek Water District near Kaslo,
residents will see just a 2% increase
in their water tax, but will also see
a 2% increase on their parcel tax,
which will go to raise funds for future
improvements.

Mosquitos bite twice

A peculiarity of the budgets for
parts of Area D is costs for mosquito
abatement programs.

Such programs are ‘defined area
services,’ meaning only a small set of
property owners from a specific area
pay for them.
That also gives them an outsized
impact on taxes.
In Meadow Creek, 44% of the
homeowner’s tax bill is to cover
the cost of mosquito abatement. In
Pine Ridge, about $91 of the $420
tax bill for a $250,000 home goes to
mosquito abatement.
“It’s the size of the land, and
the fact there are so few people that
make the difference,” explains Area
D Director Aimee Watson. “The
Meadow Creek program is about
$90,000. And the area has a lot of
wetlands and flooding… there’s a lot
of unpredictables, and it’s also access
– how easy it is to get to.”
The program is also supported
through Community Development
Funds.
“It really comes down to such
a small area paying for such a
relatively costly service,” said Horn.
RDCK taxes will only be one
part of the property tax bill that
goes out this May. The bill will also
include a requisition from the school
district, regional hospital district,
and for Kaslo residents, from the
municipality.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

NEW DENVER’S LEVEL 2 EV
CHARGER IS MOVING

The EV Charger located in the 700 Block of Kootenay (north
of recycling centre) will shut down March 31, 2022, in order to
relocate it to the northern entrance of Centennial Park by the
concrete washrooms. We anticipate the relocation of the charger
to be completed in one day.

PRECAUTIONARY BOIL WATER
NOTICE IN EFFECT APRIL 4

Please see the Boil Water Notice Ad in this issue of the Valley
Voice and on the Village’s website. The Village of New Denver Water System will be on a precautionary boil water notice
beginning at 6:00 a.m. on Monday, April 4, for a minimum of 2
weeks. This boil water notice will not be lifted until approved by
Interior Health and Public Notice is provided.
Why a boil water notice? The Denver Siding water system
has been on a long-standing boil water notice. The Village
is expanding its water system to connect and supply potable
water to Denver Siding. During this initial transition period a
precautionary boil water notice will be in place while cleaning
and flushing occurs in the Denver Siding system.

Richard Carver

Spring is in the air and new shoes are arriving daily!

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Professional fitting,
expert service.

411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261
vincedevito.ca

COMMUNITY

20

The Valley Voice March 24, 2022

Edgewood farmer’s market to get new home with big grant
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
Residents of Edgewood
are going to get a sharp new
addition to the community’s
‘downtown.’

Work is expected to
begin this spring on a nearly
$400,000 farmer’s market
pavilion next to the Legion.
“It just boggles the mind,”
says Alice McKee, who’s
managing the project for the
farmers’ market. “I never
would have thought that such
a little thing could blow up and
be so fantastic.”
McKee said the idea
began last year, when they

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
April 1,
2022

PNW seeds have
arrived!!!

New arrivals – Slogger
garden boots, ankle boots
& shoes. Great colours
to choose from. Look out
Mud, here we come.

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales
$13.00

Spring is just around the corner,
the wheelbarrows have arrived.

Time to prune
& spray fruit
trees

Pruners, Loppers,
Lime Sulphur &
Dormant Oil in stock

Seedling starter
trays, domes,
inserts, soils, seeds

Drywall in
stock

Electrical Supplies!!!

SAVE money on pricing of last year’s fencing & posts before our
new shipments arrive in the next 2 weeks, prices are going up. In
stock only. Does not include new shipments.
– Largest supplier of fencing & posts in the Kootenays –
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

started to plan a new home
for the decades-old market,
which is held Saturdays from
spring to fall. The market has
a regular contingent of local
farmers, craftspeople, and
food vendors.
But McKee says her
organization isn’t a registered
group or society, so they had
to look for a sponsor for the
project. The Legion stepped
up, and the idea grew further,
with the Legion offering the
land next to their building.
McKee says that works well
for everyone.
“It’s a really nice spot. The
Legion’s Community Hall is
right there, and it’s right across
from the school, ambulance
and fire hall,” she says. “The
thrift store that is run by the
Legion was missing out when
the market moved down to the
ball field. We said, ‘no, we’re
going to move back there, so
people can go to the market
and the thrift store on the same
day.’”
McKee says her group had
received some small grants
through the Columbia Basin
Trust for projects in the past,
and to offset COVID impacts.
Last fall, a CBT official
contacted McKee about the
Farmer Market Enhancement
Grant, worth about $55,000,
suggesting her group apply.
She submitted a proposal
for a simplified version of the
dream pavilion, but had no
expectations.
“We said ‘let’s just tell
them what our idea is, and see
Nakusp Rotary may have a place
for you!

Contact Sara Collinson for details.
saracoll@telus.net

if they’ll even begin to fund
it for us, that’s a start,’” she
recalled. “Go big or go home,
right?”
It turned out to be the right
strategy, as projects could be
eligible for more than $55,000,
under certain conditions.
“We weren’t expecting
anything, and then just before
Christmas they contacted us
to say they would be willing
to support us with a grant of
$150,000,” says McKee.
“Then they said, ‘why
don’t you send us your whole
plan?’”
McKee sent the Trust
the ‘cadillac’ version of her
plans, she says, that included
a securable kitchen and
washroom facility.
“They wanted us to
have this project. They came
through with $375,000,” she

says. “It was a huge surprise.”
The project had to
demonstrate a lot of community
support. Area K Director Paul
Peterson arranged $10,000
for the project through the
Community Development
Fund. McKee and others
volunteered time to do the
project management. The
Legion is managing the
administration of the grant,
and most significantly, donated
the land the pavilion will be
built on.
A local contractor has been
chosen to build the structure,
and he’ll be hiring local trades
and woodworkers. McKee
says the full project will now
be a 32’ x 40’ wood pavilion
on a concrete pad. It will have
a working washroom and an
enclosed, securable kitchen
facility for events. It will have

water and a septic system and
underground power to the
building. There’s even some
money set aside to install solar
panels.
It will be a big benefit as
a community facility, says
McKee.
“There’s always the
opportunity, once COVID
is gone, the community
will be having weddings,
and the Legion always hosts
community appreciation
dinners and lunches, so all that
could be held outdoors. There’s
area for a bandstand – people
can dance… making it more
a place for the community to
come together.”
An architect is drawing
up plans for the project now.
McKee says work on the
pavilion could start as soon as
this April.

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter
A group of business
leaders in Nakusp is making
a last-ditch effort to save the
local Chamber of Commerce.
The annual general
meeting of the business
group earlier this month
failed to attract enough
interest to raise a quorum for
a full executive (see ‘Lack
of volunteers has Nakusp
Chamber of Commerce on
verge of folding,’ Valley Voice,
March 10).
“There are three brave
souls who are going to take on
the Chamber,” says outgoing
president Barbara Ross.
“There were no former board
members willing to stay on,
so they are basically starting
anew.”
About 12 of the Chamber’s

100 member businesses
showed up for the AGM on
March 15. With just three new
people volunteering to join the
executive, two members of the
old executive – Ross included
– agreed to stay on until the
end of the month to see if
anyone else can be convinced
to help run the organization.
“We are giving it the next
two weeks to find new board
members,” she told the Valley
Voice. “At that point we’ll
have a meeting, and the new
board members will come
on and they’ll choose a new
executive.”
Or the Chamber will fold
for good.
Even if they can find
enough volunteers to keep

the organization running,
Ross says the members also
decided to give up the Visitor
Centre, which the Chamber
has operated for years.
“It takes too much of the
resources of the Chamber to
manage it at this point,” she
says. “We will continue to
operate the Visitor Centre this
year, but we are looking for
someone to take it on moving
forward.”
Work will begin to find a
new contractor to take over
the service.
The Nakusp Chamber
has been active for nearly a
century in the community,
though this latest incarnation
of the organization was
incorporated in 1985.

submitted
Officials say British
Columbians will find voting
in the next provincial election
a faster and more efficient
process, as changes to the
Election Act are brought into
force.
The amendments, part of
the most significant change
to BC’s voting process in
more than 25 years, will allow
Elections BC to use machines
to more quickly and accurately
count paper ballots. Also
known as tabulators, these
machines are already used in
municipal elections in BC and
elsewhere in Canada.
In addition to the votecounting machines, election
officials will be able to use
an electronic voting book
to check voter information,
speeding up the process for
people who vote in person.
This new process will also
improve safeguards by making
it easier for officials to check
who has cast a ballot.

Ballot printers will also
be added to polling stations,
helping reduce the need for
write-in ballots and adding
convenience for voters. The
printers will create custom
ballots with the correct
information for any British
Columbian’s registered
electoral district, allowing
voters to cast their ballots
anywhere in the province.
The legislative assembly
approved these changes to
the Election Act in October
2019. Elections BC has now
completed the necessary
preparations to conduct
an election under the new
provisions. Other approved
amendments are already in
force, including the extension
of the campaign period for
unexpected elections and the
creation of a list of future
voters.
These changes were
recommended in a 2018 report
from BC’s chief electoral
officer.

Nakusp Chamber scours membership for new executive

Election Act changes
modernize BC’s voting process
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Nakusp council, March 14: A memorial for Tina?
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Remembering Tina

A formal proposal came to
council for a memorial to remember
the town’s recently deceased mascot.
“Tina was a very special character
that put our town on the map and
brought a lot of joy and connection
during a dark time,” said Sharon
Starratt. “We hope to continue her
memory in the form of a beautiful
public display for all to see.”
But Starratt said she wanted to
get council’s initial support before
moving forward with the project.
She’s asked local sculptor Kate
Tupper to join a committee to help
develop the proposal, and is preparing
a GoFundMe campaign to raise
money for a bronze bust of the bird.
Council forwarded the letter to
the Public Art Committee for its
input.

Active Transportation
Plan

having an ‘active transportation plan’
can be a necessary requirement for
local governments to win grants for
capital projects that improve trails
and pathways in a community, a
report to council noted.
“A good plan can lead to new
and improved infrastructure that
benefits the overall health and
wellness of its community members,
strengthens social connections,
reduces [greenhouse gas] emissions,
and increases the local economy
through tourism and an influx of new
residents.”
With Ottawa offering to pay
100% of the cost – up to $50,000 – to
develop a plan, NABS pitched that it
would be good time to apply.
Council agreed to supply a
letter of support for the project and
to be a partnering organization.
NABS will now apply for the grant,
and if successful, the society will
manage the project and work with
a consultant to develop the plan.
The project will include public
consultation, developing and drafting
the plan, adoption and eventual
implementation of the plan by the
Village.

The Village of Nakusp is going
to take part in the development of
an ‘active transportation plan’ to
encourage walking, biking and other
forms of healthy movement in the
village and surrounding area.
Council agreed to partner with
the Nakusp and Area Bike Society
to access federal funds to develop
the plan.
NABS manager Adam Balls
reached out to the Village earlier this
month to see if there was any interest
in the planning project. These days,

Mayor Tom Zeleznik reported to
council that work on repairing the rail
trail washout near the village is about
to move into high gear.
The Village and the Kootenay
Adaptive Sport Association (KASA)
entered into an agreement last year to
work on the repair. To access funding,

by Jan McMurray
Tammy and Art Olson are
celebrating one year as owners of
the Nakusp General Store.
Although they have no experience
with this type of venture, Tammy says
they are enjoying it very much and
business has been good.
After working for Kootenay
Savings Credit union for many years,
Tammy was looking for something
where she could be more independent
and more creative. The Nakusp
General Store fit the bill.
“We’ve revitalized the store –
changed things around a bit – and
we’re always bringing in new stock,”

she said.
In addition to the items found at
the general store for years, including
toys, clothing, footwear, bedding,
crafts, fireworks, party supplies,
photo frames and “everything but the
kitchen sink,” Tammy has brought
in some local products, as well as
products made by small businesses in
other parts of BC. She is expanding on
the gift and décor items carried at the
store, and has introduced a discreet
adult only section.
The store also carries ammunition
now. “We saw a market there,” she
said. “Before, you would have to
go to Nelson, Revelstoke or Vernon,

Trail repair

the Village agreed to obtain a licence
of occupation for the land, giving it
the right to do maintenance on the
trail, while KASA found funding for
and managed the project.
“To date, engineering has been
completed on the project and we
have been informed the funding is
now secured for the project to move
forward,” Zelenzik noted. “The
long wait is over for this project to
be completed. Construction begins
spring and completion hopefully by
late summer!”
The estimated cost of the project
is $212,350, with the Village putting
up 20%, or $42,470 for the work.
However, Zeleznik said KASA
had found those funds from other
sources, and “as it stands, there will
be no financial implications for the
Village.”
When complete, the Village will
be responsible for the maintenance of
the trail as per the licence agreement
with the Province, and has drafted
an agreement with the local ATV
club for this.

Acquiring Crown land

Village staff said councillors
should plan carefully before
considering buying Crown land to
add to the Village boundaries.
Staff were asked to look into
the process that goes into buying
Crown land, and reported back at this
meeting – suggesting it’s a decision
that shouldn’t be taken lightly.
“A comprehensive plan should
be developed before council decides

New Nakusp General Store owners mark first anniversary

so we got licenced for ammunition
sales.” She said they have no plans
to carry firearms.
Art still holds his job as manager
of operations and transportation for
School District 10 Arrow Lakes, but is
involved with the ordering and office
tasks at the store.
The old staff was kept on, and
they mind the store – Tammy only
takes shifts when needed. “I wanted to
keep the local employment,” she said.
The store is now being stocked up
for Easter, so it’s a great time to check
it out. See the advertisement on this
page for more information.

LOOKING FOR A
SPECIAL HOME

Life has not been kind to our handsome
“Valentino”. Recent events have left him
frightened and traumatized. He is starting to purr but is scared of more than
one person or other animals. PALS is
looking for someone calm, patient and
gentle to help this beautiful adult kitty
feel safe, secure and loved. To find out
how YOU can help, phone PALS at
250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Tammy and Art Olson have been owners of the Nakusp General Store for one year.

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

to move forward with the acquisition
of any Crown land,” a report to
council said. “Consideration should
include determining the purpose
of the acquisition and whether any
existing Village-owned property
could otherwise be used.”

21
It also cautioned the process
could take a “significant” amount
of staff time to complete and will
involve costs above and beyond the
purchasing price.
Council has about $125,000 in its
reserves for buying land.

Boot & Slipper Sale
Easter stock
Lots of stock arriving daily
9:30-5 M-Sat
10-2:30 Sun
250-265-3444
nakuspgeneral@gmail.com
302 Broadway St., Nakusp
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Kaslo council, March 8: Grants, leases and land swaps approved
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Pro-mandates petition

Residents of Kaslo who support
provincial health measures during
the pandemic presented a petition
to council. But just like the antimandates petition a few weeks
earlier, there were problems with
the legibility and completeness of
the signatures.
The pro-mandates petitioners,
noting the province has maintained
some of the lowest COVID mortality
rates in the world, said they were
“disappointed a letter was sent
simply to mollify a group of residents
who have and continue to support
activities that divide our community.”
The comment referred to a delegation
from ‘Beyond the Divide,’ a group
that asked council to write to
provincial health officials and call for
an end to health mandates. Council
did write a letter but did not take any
stand on the issue.
The latest group filed its own
petition, saying 166 people had

It pays to
advertise in the
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 1-833-501-1700
for details

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

signed it “to demonstrate our
continued support for the safety
of our health care workers and the
community’s most vulnerable.”
But a report to council from staff
said it would take four-six hours to
go through all the names on the list
to verify them, to no real purpose, the
report concluded.
“Clearly there are many residents
on either side of this issue, so the
benefit of further analysis is likely to
be limited,” the report notes.
Council received the petition as
information. Councillor Rob Lang
asked council to send a letter of
thanks for the letter to the petitioners,
and council agreed.

Road lands to be
swapped

Council approved the closure of
a portion of the Kaslo West Road up
by the aerodrome.
Recent survey work to clean
up title and ownership of the
aerodrome property to allow for
more development uncovered a
problem – it encroaches onto the
Kaslo West road allowance.
“We are getting the survey plan
updated so the property lines more
accurately follow the road,” Dunlop
told the Valley Voice. “The original
survey dates to 1910, long before the
aerodrome was built, and the road
was probably just a dirt trail at that
time. The physical road has been
gradually widened and straightened
into a two-lane paved road over the
past century, so the old survey lines
no longer are in alignment with it.”
The road itself is not being

Since
Since1986
1986

Spring is around the corner,
and our new stock is arriving!
Visit us Tuesday through
Saturday for a browse.

250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

Kaslo & District Community
Forest Society

2022 AGM

Wednesday, April 13th at 7:00 pm
– Venue to be announced –

To see currently submitted resolutions and nominations, go to our
website: www.kaslocommunityforest.org
PO Box 789, Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0
Phone: 250-353-9677
email: manager@kaslocommunityforest.org

blocked, changed or widened. But
the series of bylaws are needed
to swap some land between the
aerodrome and the road allowance.
Doing that will allow the Village to
apply for improvement grants and
enable future development, Dunlop
said.
Third reading was given to the
first bylaw in the process, which
has to go to a public hearing and the
provincial government before it can
be adopted.

Support for seniors’ hall
and ball field

Staff at the Village hall will be
spending a few hours administering
two community development
projects.
Council agreed to have staff
support renovations at the Seniors’
Hall and the Kaslo Baseball
Association’s ball diamonds at no
charge.
The Kaslo Senior Citizens’
Association won a Columbia Basin
Trust grant of $60,413 for work
on the historic hall to improve its
sustainability, energy efficiency, and
accessibility.
The ball players received $11,250
towards the installation of protective
fencing around the Murray Pearson
Ball Park.
Council usually charges a 10%
administration fee to manage funds
for user groups if it will take more
than four hours’ staff time, but the

report recommended against doing
so in these cases.
“Charging an administration
fee to the volunteer group is not
recommended since the funding
that they have secured benefits
a municipal asset and relieves
taxpayers of their responsibilities,”
says the report about the seniors’
hall grant.
In the case of the ball diamonds,
if the Village administers the funds,
the association will be eligible for
a rebate on all GST paid – this will
save 5% in project costs.
“The staff time involved in
administering the project will
be offset by the grant-funded
improvements to municipal assets,”
the report noted.
Council approved staff managing
the two projects.

up the cost of advertising the lease,
as required by the Province.
The report to council says the
$250 charge is the minimum allowed
under the Village’s cost-recovery
policy. It also noted the society
received more than $600 in grants
and tax exemptions last year from
the Village.
The lease will be advertised, and
any public comments will come to
council before signing.

Chamber grant

People using the community
garden lots in Kaslo will be able to
set down roots for the next five years
if council approves renewing their
lease at the corner of Washington
Street and A Avenue.
But the increased cost to the
Victorian Hospital of Kaslo Auxiliary
Society, which has leased the space
for the last 15 years, is no small
potatoes (ok, we’ll stop there). The
society will see a big jump in their
rent: the annual cost is going up
from $50 to $250, with built-in 2%
increases. They’ll also have to pick

The Kaslo & Area Chamber
of Commerce will get part of their
annual grant from the Village, but
the rest is being held back until
council sees their books for last
year. Council voted to give the
business organization $3,000 of its
annual $7,500 grant, to allow work
to begin on organizing May Days.
But staff said council needs to see
the Chamber’s report on how it spent
its money in 2021.
“These [grant eligibility]
requirements have not been met,”
the report says. “The Chamber has
indicated that copies of the financial
statements are being prepared and
will be forwarded when available.”
The Chamber documents will
be ready after the organization’s
AGM in April, said Henry Van
Mill, council’s representative to the
organization.
The rest of the grant money will
be released after that.

“using the same seral stage analysis
inventory tool as the Old Growth
Deferral Technical Committee used.”
Kestell also reports that as part
of the company’s cutting permit
submission process, CCC referred CP
405 to nine First Nations (FN) Bands
and one First Nations Nation.
“CCC had extensive engagement
regarding CP 405 with the Penticton
Indian Band and the Ktunaxa Nation,
which included two field days with
the Penticton Band reviewing the
entire cutting permit,” he said.
CCC determines which Bands

and Nations receive the referral
through a government database
(iMap BC – Consultative Areas
Database). “This is a formal process
accepted by First Nations and the
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development,” Kestell said.
The referral package includes
maps, and cutting permit and road
permit information, and invites
the Band or Nation to comment
on how the proposed development
may impact their cultural heritage
resource features, Kestell said.

submitted
Two new exhibits in the Langham
Galleries mark the beginning of
the 2022 art season in the historic
Langham building in Kaslo.
In the Main Gallery, Nelsonbased artist Rachel Yoder presents
By This Means: Ladders, which
examines the intersection between
her experience as a carpenter and
her artwork. In her latest body of
work, she reinterprets materials and
tools from her previous trade into
an installation of prints, fabric, and
found objects.
Of this work, Rachel says, “I
have taken the ladder as a potent
symbol. I use it to express escape,
change, a sense of perspective,
scale, rising to a new understanding,
a building of structure. The ladder
takes you to a new sense of what is,
what can be, how to get there, and
how to make change happen.”

And in the Langham Lobby
Gallery, the Kootenay Lake
Historical Society presents Records
of Lives, an exhibition featuring
the history of the cemeteries of
Ainsworth, Argenta and Kaslo.
“...A cemetery is a history of
people – a perpetual record of
yesterday and a sanctuary of peace
and quiet today...” say guest curators
Elizabeth Scarlett and Florence
Woodhurst.
“In this exhibit, we have
explored some of the history of
cemeteries and in particular searched
information on our local cemeteries
in Kaslo, Ainsworth and Argenta.
Run and maintained by their local
cemetery boards, those in Ainsworth
and Argenta have a special place in
their more rural communities.”
Gallery hours are ThursdaysSundays, 1-4 pm. These shows run
through May 8.

Community garden lease

Argenta-Johnsons Landing logging to begin this spring
by Jan McMurray
Harvesting on the ArgentaJohnsons Landing Face will begin
in May or June.
Cooper Creek Cedar has notified
the community of the upcoming
logging between Salisbury and
Bulmer Creeks.
“Commencement of operations
will be dependent on the weather
conditions, freshet/ground conditions
and highway restrictions. CCC will
provide a more detailed timeline as
the schedule is finalized,” the notice
says.
The Valley Voice checked in
with CCC Woodlands Manager
Bill Kestell to see if the recently
announced old-growth deferrals had
any impact on the planned logging
operation.
“There is a 0.7-hectare area of
planned harvesting within a deferral
area in cutblock 405-5,” Kestell
replied in an email. “The deferral area
extends outside the planned harvest
area in cutblock 405-5, but this area
is wholly within a WTRA (wildlife
tree retention area).”
He said the deferral area is
identified as ‘mature’, not old-growth,
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Kootenay Lake boating and fisheries discussed at Summit
by Jan McMurray
This year’s Kootenay Lake
Summit featured panel discussions
on boating and fisheries. Held
via Zoom webinar, ‘Envisioning
sustainable boating on Kootenay
Lake’ was discussed March 8,
followed by ‘Restoring Kootenay
Lake’s fisheries’ on March 9.

Envisioning sustainable
boating

The boating issues on Kootenay
Lake that came up in the discussion
included safety, noise, pollution,
abandoned boats, moorage and a
confusing regulatory environment.
All four panelists agreed that
education – not regulation – was the
best way to address boating issues.
“I don’t think regulation will
work. Creating a sustainable boating
culture is the better way to go,” said
Heather Larratt of Larratt Aquatic
Consulting in Kelowna, who brought
the Okanagan perspective to the
otherwise local panel. She mentioned
that Kalamalka Lake had developed
a good boating culture.
Penny Caldwell of Sail Nelson
boating school said she has met
with local law enforcement, and
they agree that education is a better
approach than regulation. Dianna
Ducs of Nelson Kootenay Lake
Tourism added that educational
materials could be “fun and friendly.”
Kenton Andreashuk, senior
fisheries guardian for Ktunaxa Nation
Council, agreed that education,
signage and outreach would help.
He does patrols on the lake, mainly
to protect shoreline habitat, and he is
seeing a lot of non-compliance with
regulations. He said he sees docks
that are constructed with harmful
materials or located in fish habitat.
He is also seeing sewage from bigger
boats dumped in the lake, and noted
there is only one pumpout station
on Kootenay Lake, on the west arm.
Marinas were discussed as a
possible solution to some of the
problems.
“You can dump sewage at
marinas,” noted Andreashuk.
“Boats are all over the place in
the lake, so a marina and moorage
would fix that,” Ducs said.
Caldwell pointed out that there’s
a three- to four-year wait at the
marina in Nelson. “If there was a
way to provide people with a marina
to dock their boats, maybe there
wouldn’t be as many moorings all
over the place,” she said.
Larratt, however, urged caution
with marinas. “These lakes have
a carrying capacity,” she said. “If
you keep building it, they will
keep coming. What can the lake
sustain from a fish and ecological
perspective?”
She also said that there is
contamination at marinas – from
fuel, paint and cleaning agents used
on boats, and from sediments washed
in with stormwater from roads, “so
don’t put it near a drinking water
source. If you want to build marinas,
put a lot of thought into where they
are going to go.”
Dry winter storage was brought
up by a member of the public as

another solution for some of the
problems. Caldwell agreed that dry
storage would help, as many boats
stay in the water all year and need
to come out for maintenance. Kayla
Tillipaugh of FOKL added that some
boats sink in the winter with the
snow load.
Joelle Burnie of FOKL asked is
there was any movement to promote
electric or four-stroke motors, or to
address jet ski noise.
“This comes back to my
regulation vs. culture point,” Larratt
said. “In the Okanagan, those bylaws
are in place but some people don’t
think it applies to them. If 85% of
the people want to be good stewards,
let’s provide the information to
them.”
For the other 10-15%, Larratt
said, we should find out what their
values are for coming to the lake.
“It’s always possible, even with
opposing camps, to find common
ground.”
RDCK Area A (East Shore)
Director Garry Jackman was in
attendance, and told the crowd that it
is possible for the RDCK to zone the
surface of the lake. “If you want the
tools, we could zone the surface and
then start talking about speed limits,
etc.,” he said.
Existing regulations include 12
laws, acts and regulations that make
up the basic boating regulations,
with others on top, Caldwell said.
Transport Canada is the main
governing body and there is also the
coast guard, RCMP, Nelson police,
and conservation officers.
“Kootenay Lake is not regulated
by one entity,” Caldwell said. “There
are varying government departments
responsible for different areas and
they don’t talk to each other.”
Andreashuk said the Kootenay
Lake Shoreline Guidance
Document is a compendium of the
regulations and is available online at
kootenaylakepartnership.com.

Restoring fisheries

Moderator Kayla Tillipaugh
opened the panel discussion with a
brief description of the state of the
fisheries in Kootenay Lake. “Once,
the lake had rich fish species, but now
the spawning kokanee has declined
by 99%, the Gerrards used to be
25 lbs and they are now 5 lbs, and
the white sturgeon are endangered.
Dams, pollution, habitat loss and
climate change have all played a part
in the decline. Kokanee is a keystone
species, so their decline puts a lot of
other fish and the ecosystem at risk,
and it affects recreational fishing and
tourism.”
Matt Neufeld, section head, Fish
and Aquatic Habitat, BC government,
said burbot and sturgeon have been in
decline for a long time, and recovery
efforts are ongoing, but the kokanee
collapse in the main lake is the huge
focus now. As a keystone species,
kokanee is very important, and their
collapse has “cascading impacts.”
He said the kokanee collapse in the
main lake was caused by predation,
with a sharp increase in the number
of Gerrard and bull trout.
Harvey Andrusak, former

government director of fisheries
and past president of the BC Wildlife
Federation, said he had been highly
critical of the ministry and its ability
“to get the job done.”
In Lake Pend Oreille, where the
kokanee collapsed, Andrusak said
Idaho Fish & Game Branch was
able to turn it around in six years.
“We can’t do it here after 12 years,
so I think we have missed the mark
badly even though very good advice
was given to the ministry way back.
They simply haven’t acted on it.”
Neufeld said the situation in
Lake Pend Oreille was different than
in Kootenay Lake. The lake trout in
Lake Pend Oreille was introduced,
whereas the Gerrard and bull trout in
Kootenay Lake are native – and rare.
There was success at Lake Pend
Oreille with stocking the lake with
kokanee fry, but Neufeld said the
solution in Kootenay Lake would
have to be multi-faceted. “You can’t
stock yourself out of this,” he said.
Andrusak said it will take another
12 years to bring the kokanee back,
and a further 10-20 years for the
Gerrards to come back “at the rate
the ministry is going.” Although
he acknowledged that the ministry
seemed to have a good plan moving
forward, “the ministry is not telling
people how long it’s going to take.
“I don’t think you are going to
bring the fishery back to the old
days because people have given up
and have found other things to do,”
Andrusak said.
James Baxter, aquatics biologist
for FortisBC, spoke about lake levels
in the west arm and the impact on
shore spawning kokanee. Shore
spawning kokanee are genetically
different from the kokanee in the
main lake and have not collapsed.
However, the lake levels sometimes
leave them dry at spawning time.
He explained that there are many
constraints on the water levels, i.e.
the Columbia River Treaty and the
snowpack, but FortisBC does its
best to operate the lake with flooding
in the spring and shore spawning
kokanee in the fall in mind.
Andrusak said the International
Joint Commission operates the lake,
and the water levels are set for the
benefit of US farmers. “Now that we
have the Libby Dam, there is no need
to draw down because Libby takes
care of it. The recreation values of
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Kootenay Lake far exceed the needs
of the farmers,” he said.
Neufeld acknowledged that
the health of the lake changed
significantly when the dams were
built. In the 1950s and 60s, he said
there was a high level of nutrients in
the lake, and mine tailings helped, as
they are rich in nutrients. However,
the lake is now void of nutrients
because the dams trap nutrients
behind them.
To compensate for the dams,
the Province operates the Nutrient
Restoration Program and the
Meadow Creek spawning channel.
Andrusak plugged the nutrient
program. “It started in 1992 and
it works. The public should be
informed of the merits of the
program,” he said, noting that there
is a lot of public concern around it.
“You’ll have to fertilize Kootenay
and Arrow Lakes forever if you want
a somewhat healthy ecosystem,”
he said.
The panel concluded with
suggestions on how people can
help. Neufeld asked people to get out
fishing. The Kootenay Lake Angler
Incentive Program was designed to
encourage the removal of trout from
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the lake, helping the kokanee to
recover. Baxter encouraged people to
inform FortisBC if they see any shore
spawners in the west arm. Tillipaugh
warned against disturbing shoreline
habitat with rock groynes or dumping
sand. Andreashuk suggested reaching
out to local stewardship groups to see
about volunteer opportunities.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

AUTOMOTIVE

CT AUTOMOTIVE - Vehicle making
funny noises? New warning light on?
Get an expert opinion from someone
you can trust. Your first stop for
affordable repair and maintenance.
Brakes, clutch, exhaust, front end work,
tire service, oil changes, diagnostics,
electrical, and much more. New
customers welcome! Conveniently
located in Slocan. 250-355-2351.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR
SALE! What an amazing opportunity
to live your dream and own your own
business. Become the proud owner of
the Valley Voice and a quaint building
on the main street of New Denver.
The newspaper business can provide a
modest living for you and your family,
and wonderful community connections.
If you are so inclined, we would love
to show you the ropes and stay as long
or as little as you need us. We have

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 1-833-5011700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com, www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
T H E S I LV E R Y S L O C A N
HISTORICAL SOCIETY will
be holding its AGM via a ZOOM
meeting on March 29, 2022 at 7:00
pm. If you would like to attend,
please email mrscaia@uvic.ca for
details by March 27.
SLOCAN VALLEY GRASSROOTS
GRAMMAS’ Springtime Bakery
& Boutique on the Slocan Park Hall
verandah. Saturday, April 9, 11-2. Pies,
loaves, brownies, cookies! 250-7304 or
lindarae@netidea.com for information.
JONATHAN WHITE Client Support
Group Society’s AGM is April 25/22 at
6:00 pm by zoom invite.

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

Chartered Professional Accountant

Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

We’ve Re-Opened!
Wednesday –
Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

H. A. Benson Inc.

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU

518 6th Ave • New Denver

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

BIG DOG MUSIC

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Business Classifieds start at $10.00

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

CLASSIFIED ADS

SQUARE DANCING for ages 13 & up
is starting again! Saturday, April 2 from
6:30 to 9 pm at the Bosun Hall in New
Denver. No previous experience necessary
as instruction will be given. Admission
is by donation to pay for the rental of the
hall. At this time, vaccination passports are
still required.
SLOCAN VALLEY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE AGM – April 11, Knox
Hall in New Denver, 7 pm. In person!
Guest speaker: Executive Director of
Arrow Slocan Tourism Association, Megan
Chadwick. Come meet our new Chamber
Manager and Visitor Centre Manager,
Darcy Lindsay! We are looking for board
members who are keen to make a positive
difference in the community and help us
on our mission to support and promote
business in the Slocan Valley.
YARD & YARDAGE returns, Sunday,
April 24! The Slocan Valley Threads Guild
is accepting donations of good wool, fabric
and notions until April 18. Contact lori@
dragonflyorganics.ca or 250-355-2720.
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Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on
Broadway in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft.
C-1, core commercial. 92 W Broadway
St. 250-265-1568.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

FREE

FREE TO GOOD HOME – ‘Portable’
Pump Organ, three-and-a-half octaves,
1950s. Call Hank 250-358-7737.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
GRIT & GRACE COUNSELLING - Jane
Flotron, RTC, RST, BCST. Counselling,

The Valley Voice March 24, 2022
Somatic & Attachment Therapy,
Biodynamic Cranial Sacral Therapy. (250)
551-4677. Jane@GritandGraceRST.ca.
Slocan, Winlaw, Nelson.

HELP WANTED

CLEANER and PERSONAL
SUPPORT WORKER wanted for the
New Denver-Slocan area. Both jobs are
part-time. $19 to start plus applicable
mileage, depending on experience. Will
train. employment@spectrumcares.ca.
65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
KASLO COMMUNITY
ACUPUNCTURE CLINIC
COORDINATOR - Kaslo Community
Acupuncture Society is looking for a
clinic coordinator 2-3 times per month
every second Friday, 12:30 pm-6:30
pm. Hourly wage starts at $20/hour.
Requirements: friendly, kind and calm
personality, people skills, computer
skills (MS Excel, Word), secretarial
experience, organization skills, ability
to maintain confidentiality. Contact
kaslocas@gmail.com

Evergreen
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments
250-265-0387

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358-6806

MUSIC LESSONS

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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LOST

MISSING:
MY
NEW
PRESCRIPTION eyeglasses from
men’s change-room at Nakusp Hot
Springs, Monday March 8. Please
return mine to Front Desk and collect
your busted Costco pair.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK
LAST WISHES SOCIETY is a
community resource, providing
step-by-step information to assist
in making informed choices when
pre-planning a personalized, private
f u n e r a l . 2 5 0 - 3 5 8 - 7 7 6 0 w w w.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and
want help? Call the Interior Crisis Line
24/7 at 1-888-353-CARE to discuss
your options or go directly to Arrow
Lakes Hospital or your local emergency
room for confidential care.

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training
class. Find the AMAZING in your dog.
www.proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION free home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-5090006. Valhalla Path Realty.

RENTAL WANTED

FATHER & CHILD seek May-August
rental: Mark Jeffreys and daughter Sequoia
(11) are looking for a roughly 3-month
rental this summer, from mid-May to midAugust. Just us – no smoke, no pets! Please
contact markjeffreys@yahoo.com or leave a
voicemail at (801) 910-1532. We miss you!
THE PERFECT TENANT for your small
house/cottage. Retired, single woman, nonsmoker, no pets is looking for a long-term
rental May 1. Excellent references. Erika
250-358-7711/eriberi2012@hotmail.com

coming events
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COMMUNITY

LOCAL WRITER/RESEARCHER
on relationship between spirit and
Nature looking to rent cabin or detached
unit, ideally in a wild area. Please call
250-551-1251.

SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
S AT E L L I T E T V / I N T E R N E T installation, service & repair: Xplornet,
Shaw, Telus, Bell, and other systems - home
& business, audio/video, cell boosters
& wifi networks - TJF WORKS - James
250-505-8392.
LANDSCAPING - Professional - Reliable
– Experienced. Serving Kaslo and area.
Call or text Matt 250-353-1053.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call
250-299-9841.

EDUCATION
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More funding will improve ventilation,
upgrade schools for students
submitted
More funding to improve schools
through better ventilation, reduced
emissions and increased accessibility
is going to school districts around the
province with annual capital programs
that are creating safer, healthier schools
and supporting CleanBC initiatives.
The Government of BC is providing
$240.5 million in 2022-23 for school
maintenance projects, which includes
$48.4 million to upgrade HVAC
systems at 90 schools throughout
the province. Since the start of the
pandemic, the ministry has provided
$163.1 million in provincial and federal
funding for HVAC upgrades, providing
students with healthier places to learn.
This year, $15 million will go
to purchase at least 82 new school
buses, including electric school buses.
Additional funding is available through
the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low
Carbon Initiatives for school districts

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

that choose to purchase electric buses.
This supports the Province’s CleanBC
targets for public-sector organizations
to reduce their greenhouse gas
emissions by 40% by 2030 for vehicle
fleets.
To further improve energy
efficiency at BC schools, the Ministry
of Education’s Carbon Neutral Capital
Fund is providing $23 million this
year to support energy and electrical
upgrades at 75 schools. This can also
include funding for electric vehicle
charging stations, allowing more
districts to support CleanBC initiatives.
School District 8 Kootenay Lake
will receive $2.5 million of this funding
for HVAC upgrades at Mt. Sentinel
Secondary School, plumbing upgrades
at Trafalgar Middle School and five
new buses.
School District 10 Arrow Lakes
is receiving $1.7 million for HVAC
upgrades at Nakusp Secondary.

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
March 4,
2022

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca
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ADVERTISING GIFTS
SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad
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+ GST

Your ad could
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Restorative Justice organizations seek to reduce the impact of crime in West Kootenay
submitted
Restorative justice has been
practiced in BC since the 1990s as an
alternative to the traditional criminal
justice system. There are currently
several RJ organizations providing
services in the West Kootenay region.
While the justice systems of
the past focused on punishment and
the removal of offenders from the
public, the current approach seeks
to minimize the effects of crime on
people and communities and prevent
offenders from committing more
crimes. Restorative justice (RJ) is one
form of this method of diversion open
to offenders and victims for incidents
ranging from formal charges with
RCMP or police, to issues in schools
and bylaw or community disputes.

What is restorative justice?

Restorative justice seeks to repair
the harm caused by crime and violence
by: addressing victims’ needs, holding
offenders accountable for their actions,
and engaging the community in the
justice process.
To achieve this, offenders must
first accept responsibility for their
role in an incident and the harm
they have caused. Victims must also
voluntarily choose to participate. The
process is overseen by RJ programs
and administered by trained facilitators
through forum discussions. Community
justice forums can be a meaningful way

for both victims and offenders to find
closure after a crime or dispute has been
committed using a formal agreement
for restitution.

Why restorative justice
works

Whether a case is referred by a law
enforcement official, a teacher, or a
community member, restorative justice
involves the participation of those
who have been harmed, those who
have caused harm and the community
affected by the incident. Together, the
facilitator works with those participants
in finding solutions that seek to
repair harm and promote harmony.
RJ participants are often first-time
offenders, youth and adults, who are at
risk in their everyday lives. But RJ can
work for anyone who has experienced
a crime or dispute where both parties
are open to a forum process.
RJ program staff and volunteers
are trained to ensure a respectful
process for both parties and to create
new pathways for those responsible
for harm in their communities. The
restorative justice process also reduces
costs to our society by diverting cases
from the criminal justice system and
reducing mental health stress for
victims and their loved ones.

How can you help?

Learn more about restorative
justice programs in your community.
Visit their websites, follow them on

social media and help spread the word
about harm reduction measures.
Kootenay Restorative Justice (KRJ)
operates in the Central Kootenays with
service in Castlegar, Slocan Valley
all the way up to Nakusp and the
areas surrounding Nelson. Nelson
Restorative Justice is located in the
Nelson Police Department (NPD)

and includes both prevention and
intervention resources. The Greater
Trail Community Restorative Justice
Program (GTCRJP) operates in the
Trail, Fruitvale, Montrose, Warfield and
Rossland areas.
If you or someone you love has
been impacted by a crime or harmful
incident, consider a restorative justice

program to reach a resolution. Offenders
and victims can request restorative
justice through their assigned officer or
contact the program directly.
For more information on how to
begin the process contact: Jennifer
Kirk, Kootenay Restorative Justice
Coordinator, coordinator@kootenayrj.
ca or visit www.kootenayrj.ca.

submitted
The Alzheimer Society of BC
is calling for Kootenays residents
to register for the charity’s flagship
fundraiser, the IG Wealth Management
Walk for Alzheimer’s. It takes place
in person in several BC communities
on Sunday, May 29, 2022.
The Walk brings together
thousands of people across the
province with a common mission: to
raise funds to support people living
with dementia and enable research
into the causes and cures.
It’s also a way local families
and caregivers can celebrate and
remember people in their lives who
have been affected by dementia. Funds
raised allow the Alzheimer Society of
BC to provide programs and services
to people in the Kootenays who are
affected by dementia.
“We’re thrilled to be announcing
the return of an in-person event later

this spring,” says Cathryn France,
director of resource development at
the Alzheimer Society of BC. “Many
of our supporters participated in our
virtual events in 2020 and 2021, but
it’s so meaningful to be able to walk
together to show our support for
people affected by dementia in our
local communities.”
While the causes of dementia
still elude us, we know that being
physically and socially active can
reduce risk of developing the disease.
“The IG Wealth Management Walk
for Alzheimer’s is a great way to get
some exercise, be social, and raise
funds for an important cause,” says
France.
While events typically take place
in over 20 communities across the
province on May 29, the Alzheimer
Society of BC’s ‘Walk your way’
option allows supporters to also walk
at a time and place of their choosing.

Visit walkforalzheimers.ca to
register, fundraise and learn more
about the Kootenays event. To
learn more about dementia and risk
reduction, visit alzbc.org/walk.

Register for Walk for Alzheimer’s

VHKAS AGM

It was after the Valley Voice went
to print that our executive voted to
change the date of our AGM. We are
hoping for superb weather so that we
can have a face-to-face meeting. It’s
time to socialize and enjoy each other
in an outdoor setting.
So we will gather at Vimy Park
picnic shelter at 1 pm on Monday,
May 9 to enjoy refreshments and
talk about VHKAS. Please join us,
become a member and enjoy the
benefits of volunteering.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Jim Pownall
& Co.

S. KING, CET

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES

s.king@solid-plan.ca

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
(250) 358-7922

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Crane Service

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Medical and
recreational
cannabis seeds

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Outlawseeds.
online
Leaf Cabinetry

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Even small ads get
noticed in the
Valley Voice.

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph

For all your interior
renovation needs:
- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....

250-358-7721

Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

wauvikrenos@gmail.com
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School District 10 Arrow Lakes, March 9: Trustees standardize remuneration
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

School board meetings are going

to change.
For the last few years, the
monthly meeting has been in two
parts: the ‘Education Partnership
Committee’ met at 6 pm, followed
by the board meeting. The EPC
allowed union officials, professional
groups, staff, parents and public to
contribute to discussion on board
policy.
But the meetings didn’t really
meet the board’s needs. Topics
drifted from one meeting to the next,
content was duplicated, and people
didn’t always feel comfortable
raising issues in the large-meeting
format. So Superintendent Peter
Dubinsky pitched an idea to improve
it.
Instead of monthly public EPCs,
a bimonthly closed ‘Partner Groups
Advisory’ would meet “for a more
robust dialogue on specific issues
that are relevant to each partner
group,” Dubinksy said in his pitch.
The meetings wouldn’t happen on
the same day as the board meeting
either.
“The PGA would have the
flexibility to meet and discuss
different types of issues, including
education matters, district policy and
business matters,” Dubinsky’s report
to the board said. However, he told
Valley Voice that no decisions would
be made on official public business
in the closed session.
“By moving those public-content
areas into the public meeting, you
wouldn’t be missing anything and
therefore we would be able to have
a meeting with partners to discuss
issues, and those issues, if needed,
could be moved into the regular
meeting,” he said. “We made it an
advisory group so that decisions
would not be made. Decisions would
have to go to the board.”
The proposal received a positive
response from trustees, the head of
the teacher’s union and CUPE. The
board decided to have Dubinsky

submitted
The group that runs the electric
streetcar along Nelson’s waterfront
is asking the public for help to do
some immediate repair work on the
rail line.
“ To p r e v e n t a p o s s i b l e
derailment in the Nelson Chahko
Mika Mall parking lot, a stability
subgrade assessment needs to occur
as soon as possible so the historic
Nelson Electric Tramway…. can
operate and open in May 2022 for
locals and visitors,” said a news
release issued earlier this month
by the Nelson Electric Tramway
Society.
The society says $80,000 is
required for the assessment, and
fundraising has begun. If the money
can be collected, work will begin
immediately to find out if the
popular streetcar can be run safely
this tourist season.
“The tracks in the Chahko Mika
Mall parking lot are starting to
gradually separate, moving wider

apart, which could potentially result
in a derailment,” a society news
release says. “The ties (wooden
timbers) are buried under the
concrete. To do an assessment
approximately 50-70 feet of track,
extending two feet on each side of
the track, needs to be dug up and
assessed.
“Timing is crucial to have the
streetcar ready to operate in May.”
The 116-year-old streetcar needs
constant upkeep to keep the historic
tourist attraction operating, the club
says, and is asking the public to
donate to the cause.
“Funds are being collected
through community donations,
and pending grants, that we hope
materialize,” the Society states.
“Additional organizations and the
City of Nelson are helping where
they can, but we need your help too.”
The public can submit donations
through Canada Helps. The link can
be found at www.nelsonstreetcar.
org/donate.

Remuneration policy
amended

School trustees are going to get
an automatic raise to the stipend
they receive for running the district.
It’s one of the changes suggested
by the district’s new chief financial
officer, Michael McLellan. He
presented a report on a streamlined
and clearer process for determining
what trustees should be paid – one
that removes a lot of the political
considerations involved.
“The current policy was
basically the board didn’t look at
their remuneration for four years,
until before the election,” says
Dubinsky. “They wanted to have a
more thoughtful process that was
also tied to something. The trustees
have landed on revising the policy
such that it’s reviewed on an annual
basis, but it’s tied to the Consumer
Price Index.”
Under new rules on trustee
remuneration, the stipend will
increase by the BC CPI rate, fixed
on an annual basis.
Under the new policy, trustee
pay rates would be reviewed in
July, which also works better with
the district’s financial processes, a
report to the board says. The report
says the new system will also “align
with the common practices of other
school districts, providing for an
objective and consistent process.”
“What seemed fair and
reasonable was to tie it to CPI,
which can go up or down,” says
Dubinsky. “So it takes the arbitrary
nature out of it.”
The board directed staff to
draw up the formal bylaw for
consideration in April. Currently
a school trustee makes $11,238
annually for their work, and the
chair makes $13,888.

Meeting format changes

Nelson streetcar society
launches public support drive

draw up a formal proposal to make
the change and present it to the board
in April.

Budget talks planned

Parents and people concerned
about the operation of the school
district will have plenty of
opportunity to guide the budgetmaking process this spring.
Superintendent Peter Dubinsky
told the board that staff were making
every effort to get the public involved
as the district developed its annual
budget.
“I think one of the potential
reasons we don’t have as much
engagement is that people don’t
understand the power of their input
and where the process goes,” he
says.
About 85% of the board budget
is fixed – for things like salaries
and operating costs. But Dubinksy
said there’s still opportunity for
discussion.
“Our spending should be
connected to the goals and
priorities of the board, so the input
and feedback from our partner
groups helps the board develop their
priorities and goals for the upcoming
year and the strategic plan,” he says.
“So there’s alignment between what
we say is important, and what we
spend.”
More than 11 meetings are being
planned from now until mid-April to
discuss the budget. A public survey
was also sent out March 24, where
parents can query staff about the
specific budgets in person at Nakusp
Secondary on March 28, Burton and
Edgewood Elementary on March 29,
Nakusp Elementary on the 29th and
Lucerne on April 5 (see the SD 10

website for meeting details).
“The board has a fairly small
percentage of money that they can
spend as they see fit. So we are
seeking consultation on that – if we
can educate our partner groups about

the power of consultation and what
they have input over, might help,”
he says.
The board will meet for final
discussion and approval of the
budget on April 19.

Schiller, Gary
Joseph
February 2, 1943 –
March 7, 2022

It is with heavy hearts and great
sadness that we announce the passing
of Gary Joseph Schiller at his home
near Falkland, BC with his family
close by.
He is survived by his loving
wife of 52 years, Marjorie, and his three sons: Kevin (Nicole) of Nakusp,
Blair (Tracey) of Revelstoke and Travis (Codie) of Revelstoke. Three
granddaughters: Courtney (Matt Ormel) of Lumby, Danica of Revelstoke
and Brooklyn of Nakusp and Surrey; two great-grandsons: Hunter and Jax
Keates of Revelstoke. Also survived by his Schiller siblings: Carolyn of
Kamloops, Marion Millar of Princeton, Linda Blanchette of Port Coquitlam,
Faye (Mike Graw) of Kamloops, Gilbert of Kamloops, Wayne of Princeton
and Richard (Terri) of Calgary; numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.
Predeceased by his parents Joseph and Yvonne (Larocque) Schiller.
He will always be remembered for his strength – his courage – his love
for his family – his strong work ethic – his love of animals – and his soft
heart especially when it came to his granddaughters and great grandsons.
Thank you to the doctors, nurses and staff of the BC Cancer Clinic
in Kelowna and the Vernon Jubilee Hospital. Some things are meant to
be – some are not. A very special thank you to Dr. A. Heunis of Salmon
Arm, BC for his compassionate loving care of Gary over the past 10 years.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Heart and Stroke Fund.
A private family gathering will be held at a later date.
Expressions of sympathy may be forwarded to the family at www.
MyAlternatives.ca.
Arrangements entrusted to
ALTERNATIVES FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES®
Armstrong 250-546-7237 & Vernon 250-558-0866
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Interior Health executive recognized with award
sumitted
Dr. Harsh Hundal, Interior Health
executive medical director for quality
and patient safety, was recognized
with the Doug Cochrane Leadership
in Quality Award from the BC Patient
Safety & Quality Council. This award
celebrates someone who made an
inspirational, significant and sustained
contribution to improving the quality of
health care in British Columbia.
“Dr. Hundal’s commitment to
medical staff engagement and leadership
within Interior Health has been a turning
point for our organization,” said Dr.
Mike Ertel, Interior Health vice president
for medicine and quality. “His vision
and passion are inspirational and I am
thrilled he has been recognized with this
prestigious award.”
Since 2017, Dr. Hundal has
worked to transform physician culture
and engagement at Interior Health.
Through his dedication, leadership
and engagement with partners, he has

INSECT
EMERGENCE

Spring emergence of aquatic insects is triggered
by such factors as light, weather and temperature. The first to hatch in B.C. are midges,
beloved by trout and kokanee. Freshwater
shrimp, zooplankton and leeches also emerge
in March. A million species of insects have been
identified worldwide and another 7–9 million are
yet unnamed. For every human, there are 1.4
billion insects.

empowered leadership and developed a
culture of trust and respect that enables
physicians to thrive.
One of Dr. Hundal’s most innovative
initiatives has been developing and
implementing the NAVIG8 Emerging
Medical Leaders Program, an in-house
physician training program. Now, four
years later, NAVIG8 is the only healthauthority based medical leadership
program in Canada recognized by the
Canadian Society of Physician leaders
as a pathway to certification.
Other transformative initiatives led
by Dr. Hundal include the dyad leadership
model. This is a foundational partnership
between medical staff and administrators
to support culture, learning, and improve
care. He also spearheaded an action plan
to support medical leaders in eradicating
anti-Indigenous racism.
“I would like to extend my sincere
congratulations to the people and
teams within Interior Health who were
nominated, recognized, or awarded in
the 2021 BC Patient Safety and Quality
Council Quality Awards,” said Dr. Devin
Harris, Interior Health executive medical
director for quality, patient safety,
research and council chair for the BC
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Patient Safety & Quality Council. “This
really does highlight the exemplary
people and fantastic initiatives in Interior
Health.”
Quality Award runner-ups
Interior Health received runner-up
nods in two other BC Quality Award
categories. Dr. Glenn McRae, executive
director, quality and patient safety is
the runner-up for the Quality Culture
Trailblazer Award. Glenn reinvigorated

Interior Health’s Person- and FamilyCentred Care Steering Committee
placing a public partner in the role of
his co-chair. Through his unwavering
commitment to improving culture by and
with patients, he has led a foundational
shift throughout Interior Health where
patient and public partners’ input is now
actively sought out and prioritized.
First Nations Health Authority,
Doctors of BC and Interior Health

received runner-up for the Strengthening
Health & Wellness Award. This
collaboration developed a culturally
appropriate tool that uses storytelling to
help patients and providers talk about
medication management. ‘Coyote’s
Food Medicines’ is a short story that
empowers Indigenous peoples to discuss
managing their medications, and supports
health-care providers to understand their
patients’ needs and concerns.

submitted
A group promoting the co-op model
of business in southeast BC is gathering
applications for the Kootenay version
of the ‘Co-operate Now Business
Bootcamp.’ The Upper Columbia Coop Council, an association of 21 co-ops
and credit unions working to build the
co-op economy in southeastern British
Columbia, will launch the program May
2 with an opening night reception. Right
now it’s “enthusiastically” inviting social
entrepreneurs and community-minded
groups interested in starting their own
co-op to apply online for the project, a
UCCC release says.
“Now, perhaps more than ever,

people are looking for alternatives to
traditional business models,” says Zoë
Creighton, coordinator of the Upper
Columbia Co-op Council. “We want
to build collectively-owned enterprises
that are democratic, purpose-driven, and
rooted in their communities. We want
businesses that put people first and are
guided by values and principles.
“The co-op model is poised to
address each of these concerns, and
is scaffolded by an international
community of supports.”
Co-operate Now will be a blended
learning experience. Participants will
receive the online materials on April 19
to work through up until the in-person
learning portion May 2-5. Co-operate
Now instructors provide a wide range
of expertise and will be joining the
program both in-person and virtually
from across BC.
Vancouver-based Groundswell
Alternative Business School will partner
with the UCCC and BCCA in these
sessions to guide participants in how to

apply their personal values to the co-op
model. During the program, participants
will build strong connections with
key members of the provincial co-op
and credit union sector, and obtain
support to build an action plan for
getting to incorporation. Participants
will graduate the program with both
business and ownership canvasses for
their enterprises.
“We believe in co-ops because
they balance the need for growth with
the needs of their members and the
broader interests of the community,” says
Danielle Soucie, graduate of the program
in 2017 and Co-operate Now’s program
assistant, “and we want to help people
start businesses that create more resilient
communities and in turn a better world.”
The Bootcamp is a project produced
by the Upper Columbia Co-op Council
in partnership with the BC Co-op
Association, Groundswell Alternative
Business School and with financial
support from the Province of British
Columbia.

Business Bootcamp to inspire budding co-op organizers

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

