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We’ve got a few winter boots left for the season!!!

Get them while you can...

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Dump after dump of snow has 
kept West Kootenay residents busy 
digging out since New Year’s, while 
forecasters say we should expect the 
weather to get even sloppier in the 
coming days.

A neighbour with a snowblower 
was the best thing ever in the last 
couple of weeks, as several large 
systems dumped more than a half-
metre of snow on parts of the West 
Kootenay. Snow station readings in 
the West Kootenay backcountry show 
snowpack levels anywhere from 
115% to 200% of normal.

The sequence of storms turned 
highways to skating rinks, littering 
the ditches with vehicles that had 
spun out on the slick surfaces. Road 
crews were just able to clear off one 
snowfall when the next hit. While 
no major incidents were reported 
by RCMP, officials advised people 
to stay off the roads if possible on 
several storm days. 

The storm cycle kept municipal 
snow clearing crews busy.

“I feel our public works and 
parks departments have done well 
contending with all of this snow. 
Village operations staff have been 
especially proactive by monitoring 
the forecast and planning staffing to 
be able to respond to upcoming snow 
events,” says Wayne Robinson, CAO 
of the Village of Nakusp. He said 
on Monday that crews had finally 
been able to start clearing out the 
temporary snow piles in the village 
core.

“We anticipate this will continue 
throughout the week and expand 
into other areas of the village. 
There certainly has been significant 
overtime due to snow clearing.”

However, it’s too hard to predict 
the final impact all the snow clearing 
will have on the Village budget, 
Robinson added.
Power fail

Snowfall also caused localized 

Snowfall causes headaches for West Kootenay residents
power outages as trees and branches 
fell on lines. One of the worst-hit 
areas was the Lardeau Valley, where 
about 450 residents were without 
power for 30 hours January 4-5 as 
temperatures stayed well below 
freezing.

“The outage was caused by a very 
large tree that came down on our lines 
at the top of a rock bluff. Crews… 
determined that heavy equipment and 
a vegetation crew would be required 
in order to remove the tree and restore 
our system,” said Mary Anne Coules 
of BC Hydro. “We also needed to 
construct new access as the tree was 
in a very dangerous location and 
were able to restore power by 4 pm 
on Wednesday, January 5.”
Avalanche danger

The snow was good news for ski 
hills and backcountry outfitters. 

Every remote snow station in the 
West Kootenay recorded higher-than-

average snowpack, though in some 
cases it was down a bit from heavy 
snowfalls in December.

The highest recording was 
at Duncan Lake Dam 2, where 
snowpack was 206% above normal. 
The lowest level was at Barnes 
Lake near Nakusp, which was just 
2% above normal snow levels. The 
average for the West Kootenay was 
135%.

“The mountain snowpack 
accumulation season extends for 
another three to five months, but early 
normal to above-normal snowpack 
conditions indicate an increased risk 
for snowmelt-related flooding during 
spring 2022,” said the River Forecast 
Centre in an early January snowpack 
update. A more comprehensive 
survey of the snowpack was expected 
to be released this week, after press 
time.

While it may have been too early 

to say what the impact of the snowfall 
would have on spring flooding, it did 
have immediate effect on avalanche 
danger.

“Since Wednesday night, the 
region has seen 30-40 cm of low-
density snow along with periods 
of 50 km/h southerly wind,” said 
an Avalanche Canada report on the 
South Columbia area. “During the 
storm, slabs developed in areas with 
the most rapid loading, but other areas 
may see new slabs form as the low-
density snow settles and temperatures 
warm up,” reported the organization’s 
website. It recommended cautious 
travel in the backcountry for ski 
adventurers, with danger levels from 
‘moderate’ to ‘considerable’ early in 
the week, growing to ‘high’ in some 
areas.
A big melt coming?

Forecasters say the cold Arctic air 
that had been influencing much of the 

Kootenay’s weather is now moving 
off to eastern Canada – bringing in 
its wake warmer, wetter airflows, 
and the possibility of heavy rain and 
snowmelt. Warnings were issued 
for high streamflows in the Lower 
Mainland, though no warnings or 
advisories had been issued for the 
southeast of the province at press 
time Monday.

Still, the forecast had some 
Village managers planning to pivot 
around from snow removal to runoff 
management.

“We are again monitoring 
conditions carefully as we see 
the forecast showing above zero 
temperatures and potential for rain,” 
Nakusp CAO Robinson told the 
Valley Voice. “Our hope is that 
people will travel safely, using extra 
caution as conditions are likely to get 
sloppy and slick as the temperatures 
fluctuate.”

It was action all around at the Slocan Park community outdoor rink on the weekend. Two families and a few extras showed up for a noon-time shinny game on Sunday, when temperatures went 
above freezing – perfect weather for a good ol’ outdoor hockey game.
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by Jan McMurray
After a colourful 11 years on New 

Denver’s main street, Sanderella’s 
Boutique and Café is having a 
closing out sale January 17-22. The 

Closing out sale at Sanderella’s in New Denver
business is closing down and the 
building is up for sale.

“We’ve had a blast!” said Victor 
Teixeira, co-owner with Wausa 
Monague since 2017. “The people 

we’ve met, the stories we’ve heard, 
the families who have come back 
year after year, the staff… it’s been 
a great run.”

Wausa and Victor came to the 

decision over Christmas dinner with 
the original store owners – Wausa’s 
mother, Sandi, and her partner, 
Francis Roy. 

“COVID has been really hard 

on restaurants, and then the fires 
and smoke last summer didn’t help,” 
Victor said. “This gives us a chance to 
focus on our two other businesses.”

T h e  c o u p l e  a l s o  o w n s 
Dirty Sisters Soap and Wauvik 
Renovations. 

They will be moving to Slocan, 
where they own a building that will 
house their home and businesses 
after a bit of renovating.

The Sanderella building went up 
in 2010 and the store opened in 2011. 
It was truly a family business – all 
of Sandi’s five daughters and their 
partners worked there at one time or 
another, and many of the giftware 
items on offer at the boutique were 
made by family members.

“Sandi was the inspiration 
behind the store,” Victor said. “It 
always reminds me of the magical 
store in the movie, Mr. Magoriam’s 
Wonder Emporium.”

Sandere l la’s  a lso  served 
homemade gelato, crepes, paninis, 
baked goods, smoothies and coffees 
and teas.

The building is 2,000 square 
feet in total, with a 580-square-
foot apartment in the back and the 
1420-square-foot store space. It also 
has front and back porches.Francis and Sandi Roy built Sanderella’s Boutique and Café in 2010. Wausa Montague and Victor Teixeira have been running the café since 2017.

submitted
The Columbia Basin Trust 

has  announced  n ine  more 
successful Community Outdoor 
Revitalization Grant recipients, 
and organizations in New Denver, 
Johnsons Landing, Kaslo, and 
Lardeau are all on the list.

New Denver’s Centennial Park 
will get a new covered stage, a 

CBT grants approved for outdoor spaces in New Denver, Kaslo, Lardeau and Johnsons Landing
New Denver’s Centennial Park project receives $458,333

lakefront gathering space featuring 
a fire pit and benches, and year-
round washrooms with a $458,333 
grant from the Trust. Last year, the 
Trust supported the Village of New 
Denver to develop a Centennial 
Park Master Plan. This project will 
see components of the master plan 
put into place.

T h e  J o h n s o n s  L a n d i n g 
Community Hall grounds will be 
enhanced with a picnic area and 
fencing to delineate the recreation 
and picnic areas from the parking 
lot. The community association 
will receive $11,444 from CBT 
for the project.

The Kaslo Outdoor Recreation 
and Trails Society has been 
approved for $17,535 to build a 
picnic shelter in the bike park.

The Lardeau Valley Historical 
Society will add more exhibit and 
event space around the museum 
grounds with the $5,265 CBT 
grant.

The Trust’s  Community 
Outdoor Revitalization Grants 
help communities create, restore 
or enhance welcoming, safe 
and vibrant outdoor multi-use 
community spaces that support 
communi ty  ga the r ing  and 
programming. 
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

30 years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

“Liz” Beulah 
Jean Cann 
October 9, 1927 - 
December 7, 2021 

With great  sadness ,  on 
December 7, 2021, “Liz,” Beulah 
Jean Cann (Lindsay) passed away 
peacefully in Halcyon Home, 
Nakusp, British Columbia, with 
loved ones by her side. On October 
9, 1927, she was born in Pincher 
Creek, Alberta, to Fredrick and 
Mary Lindsay. She was the 

youngest daughter of six children and predeceased by her parents, all 
her siblings Jack (Marion), Jim (Ruth), Edith (Jim), Margaret (Bob), 
Lorna (Delbert), and her loving husband, Syl Cann. As a young child, Liz 
moved with her family to Armstrong, BC, to operate a large family farm 
alongside her siblings. Liz had a passion for horses and horseback riding 
and had many horses she trained over the years. She always had a way 
with horses. Liz was also proud of a steer that won many awards through 
the 4H club. After graduating from high school, Liz became a Registered 
Nurse graduating from the Royal Inland Hospital School of Nursing in 
1951. Liz worked at both the Kamloops Royal Inland Hospital and the 
Vernon Jubilee Hospital. She then moved to Whitehorse in the Yukon, 
where she worked for a couple of years. Liz had many fond memories of 
Whitehorse and loved sharing stories about her time there. She retained 
many lifelong friends and even attended a Whitehorse reunion a few years 
ago. After Whitehorse Liz moved to Lone Butte, BC, where she worked 
throughout the Cariboo as an Outpost Nurse. Liz had some incredible 
experiences during her time there. She was hours away from any hospital 
and doctors. Her work covered a vast geographic area in Cariboo. She was 
known to catch rides into the remote areas on logging trucks to nurse and 
care for the patients on reservations and other remote communities. While 
in the Cariboo, Liz met Syl Cann, the love of her life. The two of them 
got married in Kamloops in 1956. They went on a honeymoon, driving 
around Vancouver Island and BC. They made a stop in Nakusp for a visit 
with Syl’s parents, and they never left. Syl got a job, and Liz started work 
at the Arrow Lakes Hospital and worked there for about 35 years. Together 
Liz and Syl had six children: Howard (Kathy), Mavis, Richard (Sandra), 
Gordon (Jill), John (Louella) and Bob, 12 grandchildren, and nine great-
grandchildren. Liz loved the community of Nakusp and developed many 
lifelong friends. She was a member of the Nakusp Kinette Club. The club 
was very active within the community, supporting the Nakusp Kinsmen 
Club in their many community projects. Many funny stories about their 
antics were shared around the kitchen table. Liz enjoyed playing cards 
with her Canasta partner Marleen Allard and the rest of the group. Mary 
Ellen Bangma, a very dear friend and a fixture in the Cann family. In Liz’s 
later years, Mary Ellen was her social connection to the world outside 
the house, always at Liz’s side until she left us far too early. Liz was an 
incredible gardener and would spend whole days out in her flower garden. 
She had an amazing rock garden that she strategically planted to have it 
in bloom all year long. Her beautiful Magnolia tree that overlooks the 
lake is the pride and joy of her yard. Another of her favourite pastimes 
was huckleberry picking and making her prized huckleberry pies and 
jam. Liz’s memory will live on as a caring nurse who delivered many 
local babies and attended to countless crises throughout her nursing 
career at the Arrow Lakes Hospital. Liz will be missed by her children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and many friends she developed over 
her 94 years. Liz was a loving mother, grandmother, great-grandmother. 
Liz felt blessed to spend her last few months in Halcyon House with such 
wonderful staff. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Liz Cann’s 
name to Halcyon House, Box 910, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0. A fountain 
will be placed in the garden outside Liz’s window. 

Burton Community 
Association

Annual General Meeting 
via Zoom

Wed. Feb 2/2022  7 pm

To join Zoom Meeting
http://zoom.us/j/9168742002?pwd=Q0tQ
N01rYW9oTXdab1VMenFvVHhZUT09
Meeting ID: 916 8747 2002
Passcode: bcaagm
Phone 1-647-558-6322

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Nelson and Rossland may be the 
popular ski-property towns in the 
Kootenays, but it’s the community of 
Slocan where the real action is when 
it comes to property values.

The village on the south shore of 
Slocan Lake saw a 51% increase in 
assessed residential property values 
this year – one of the highest for any 
community in the province.

About 150,000 property owners 
in the West Kootenay are receiving 

Kootenay property values soar, up 51% in Slocan City
their annual property assessment this 
month. While the average property 
value increase in BC was around 
22% overall, the Kootenay-Columbia 
region has some towns with much 
bigger jumps.

The village of Slocan had the 
highest jump in the Kootenays. Property 
values rose there from an average of 
$196,000 last year to $295,000 this 
year, a bump of 51%. It was followed 
by Rossland ($380,000 to $504,000, 
or 33%) and Kaslo ($299,000 to 
$393,000, or 31%). Only the village 

of Greenwood, at 53%, saw a higher 
jump in assessed values in the region.

In the middle range of increases 
(though above the provincial average) 
were Nelson (28%), Nakusp (25%), 
and New Denver (23%). Silverton had 
the lowest overall assessment increase, 
at 15%. 

Rural Nelson and Rural Castlegar 
property values went up 26%, while 
Rural Nakusp jumped up 31% from 
an average of $239,000 to $312,000.

“Homeowners in the Kootenay 
Columbia region can expect noticeable 
increases in their 2022 assessments 
compared to last year,” says Kootenay 
Columbia Deputy Assessor Sharlynn 
Hill. “The demand for properties has 
been very high this past year, and that 
is reflected in the prices being paid for 
all property types.

“The year-over-year change in 
the typical values has been relatively 
consistent throughout all the region’s 
communities and generally on par 
with the 15 to 35% upward changes 
happening for most of British 
Columbia’s properties.”

Overall, Kootenay Columbia’s 
total assessments increased from 
about $49.8 billion in 2021 to almost 
$60.7 billion this year. A total of about 
$725 million of the region’s updated 

assessments is from new construction, 
subdivisions and the rezoning of 
properties.

Provincially, more than two million 
properties worth more than $2.4 trillion 
are included in this year’s assessment.

The property assessment is an 
estimate of a property’s market value 
as of July 2021 and physical condition 
as of October 31, and considers its 
location, size, age, quality, view and 
condition. 

“It is important to understand that 
increases in property assessments 
do not automatically translate into a 
corresponding increase in property 
taxes,” explains Hill. “As noted on 

your assessment notice, how your 
assessment changes relative to the 
average change in your community is 
what may affect your property taxes.”

More than 90% of residential 
p roper t ies  a re  e l ig ib le  for  a 
homeowner’s grant, which lowers the 
amount of property taxes people pay on 
their principal residence.

The BC Assessment’s website 
at bcassessment.ca provides more 
informat ion  about  ind iv idual 
assessments and guides to appealing 
an assessment. Anyone disputing their 
assessment can bring their case to an 
appeal panel, which is usually held in 
February-March.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver will host the Spark 

in the Dark Lantern Festival January 
30-31.

“We wanted to create a happening 
that could be held safely outside, light 
our creativity and buoy our spirits,” 
said Leanne Fulton, one of the festival 
organizers.

Inspired by an event held at New 
Denver’s Centennial Park on the 
eve of the year 2000 to celebrate the 
millennium, the Spark in the Dark 
Lantern Festival will include a parade on 
January 31 from the school to the park. 
There will be a bonfire at the park, and 
possibly live music, depending on the 
temperature outside. There will also be 
a handmade lantern competition.

Lantern-making workshops are 
taking place Sundays and Mondays at 
Knox Hall, running up to the festival. 
Materials such as tissue paper, glue, 
wire and branches will be provided. 
Festival organizers Rosalie Bird, Roni 
Jurgensen and Leanne Fulton will lead 
the workshops.

Organizers are encouraging people 
to set up neighbourhood lantern displays 
on January 30, and hope residents and 
visitors will walk about town to have 
a look. On January 31, everyone is to 
gather at the school with their lanterns at 
4:30 pm for the parade down to the park.

Rosalie says she hopes to see 100 
lanterns made for the festival, and wants 
the Pavilion long-term care residents to 

Homemade lanterns are being created in 
New Denver in preparation for the Spark in 
the Dark Lantern Festival, January 30-31.

Lantern Festival in New Denver 
to buoy spirits this winter

see them.
The festival also has a fundraising 

component for the New Denver Hospice 
Society. Some of the lanterns will be 
available for purchase or by donation as 
memorial/gratitude lanterns. People will 
be able to personalize them, and either 
keep them or throw them in the fire.

Categories for the contest are: most 
beautiful, biggest, most innovative 
recycle, ensemble (lantern and outfit), 
best UFO (kids only), theme (minimum 
four lanterns), best neighbourhood 
display, best built while entirely seated 
in your Lazyboy, people’s choice.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN – daily from 1  pm. Happy Hour is 
back from 3 pm – 5 pm every afternoon

Kaslo Hotel Open! Pub 1:00 pm Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 
3 pm - 8 pm Monday – Thursday, 8 am – 9 PM Friday – Sunday for check-in and reservations. 

Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.com, Facebook.

Open letter to 
BC NDP

The legacy of BC’s socialist party 
of the 20th and 21st century will likely 
be noted for its educated ignorance, with 
no meaningful legislation regarding the 
science of the climate crisis that would 
protect future generations from the 
maw of this short-sighted governing.

This arrogance of governance has 
consumed sanity and will rain down 
insanity on future generations that will 
have to deal with the consequences of 
rising sea levels, increased summer heat 
and a myriad of other pollution-related 
events that are sweeping the planet.

You have ensured that future 
generations will have no merry in 
their Xmas and no happiness in their 
new year.

Your military assault on the 
unceded territory of the Wet’suwet’en 
First Nation in December 2021 will 
be realized for what it is: corporate 
fascism.

Tom Prior
Nelson

Compulsory 
building permits

Congratulations to Cassandra 
Smith and her partner Clint for having 
the courage and energy to contest 
mandatory building permits for their 
rural property. May you inspire others!

The compulsory Building Code 
primarily serves the private for-profit 
banking, insurance and building 
materials industries, while reducing 
us to disempowered consumers. 
The Building Code promotes the 
increasing spiral of ecological 
destruction, community disintegration, 
homelessness and general disharmony.

The act of building your own 
home,  barn,  greenhouse,  e tc . 
develops character, self-reliance and 
a deep connection to land, home and 
community.

Also, be mindful of attempts 
to introduce zoning bylaws, whose 
purpose is to enforce land use 

regulations and restricted housing 
densities.

William Maxwell
Winlaw

Numbers game
Ah, the numbers game again. 

They never stop with their spin cycles.
Dr Andrew Kaufman says: 

“There is no clinical test authorized, 
approved or available for purchase, 
for any variant.”

The PCR test is nothing more than 
a sleight of hand. Rochelle Walensky, 
director of the CDC (Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention) 
now admits finally that when they 
calibrated the PCR test, they didn’t 
have a sample of COVID (because 
none exist), so they used influenza 
(common flu) instead to compare the 
test sample to, yielding meaningless 
false positives (naturalnews.com, 
January 4). It’s just a fancy excuse for 
a numbers generator. And the ‘rapid 
test’ that they admit is unreliable – is 
exactly that.

So where are all these daily 
numbers coming from? Modelling? A 
game of darts? Somebody’s delusional 
fantasy? WHO might that be?  

Somebody please show me the 
REAL science behind these numbers 
to prove they have any basis in reality. 
It can’t be done.

Al Muckle
Winlaw

Hey, dog owners
Hey, dog owners in and around 

New Denver: if you don’t want to 
lose the off-leash dog area, speak 
up now. 

Village council hasn’t made its 
decision on the space yet, which dog 
owners and the North Slocan Trail 
Society have agreed is big enough 
for both of them. The new proposal 
is for the pump track/all-skills park 
to be built between the highway and 
Kildare Street, and for an off-leash 
area west of that down to the ‘dog 
beach’ between the creek and the 
marina.

The Centennial Park Master 
Plan showed several configurations 
for the off-leash area, ranging from 
none to miniscule to ‘informal,’ the 
latter on the land between the creek 
and the dike. Access to that section 
is an old deer trail. It is an ankle-
breaking, knee-twisting, stump- and 
rock-strewn path that is totally 
inaccessible to anyone with any kind 
of physical disability.

The  o f f - l e a sh  a r ea  was 
established by Bylaw No. 598, 2006, 
and enshrines the boundaries as ‘the 
dike area south of Carpenter Creek, 
west of Highway 6, past the TV 
tower to Slocan Lake and Carpenter 
Creek’ into law and can’t be changed 
without an amendment. 

There has to be public input, 
so if you don’t want to lose your 
rights to the area — send a letter to 
council, either PO Box 40 or office@
newdenver.ca.

Katrine Campbell
New Denver

Bad forest 
management

Minister Conroy! You hold an 
honourable position! All ecosystems 
in the province are under your 
jurisdiction. We are in an ecological 

Boundary. 
Angelica Herlihy 

Grand Forks

The best of both 
worlds

It seems like our community, 
local and global, is divided on so 
many fronts. It was refreshing to 
hear that people who have used the 
off-leash dog area in New Denver 
for 15 years are open, willing and 
encouraging of an inclusive approach 
that shares their space with the North 
Slocan Trails Society’s all-wheels 
skills track. The two groups have 
joined together in hopes of creating 
a shared vision for the space south of 
Carpenter Creek between Highway 
6 and Josephine that incorporates 
the track, and a mobility-friendly 
and fetch-friendly space for dogs. 
This push for a collaborative and 
consensus-based approach is such 
a nice thing to see! I very much 
support both the pump track and 
the maintenance of the dog park 
(both the mobility-friendly portion 
and the forested portion). It is very 
important to have an off-leash dog 
park as it helps encourage the leash 
rules being followed in the rest of 
the community. It is essential that 
the dog park area is in an area not 
directly adjacent to wildlife habitat 
– although, of course, wildlife can 
pass through the current area as 
well! But this happens much less 
often than in the interface between 
the communities and wilderness. I’m 
glad to see our community working 
together to provide a variety of 
amenities for our local community 
and the tourists that visit. Way to go! 

Cora Skaien
New Denver

crisis like never seen before. Indeed, 
I believe we have passed the tipping 
point. Unfortunately, I believe 
government is still willing to burden 
the taxpayer with the mounting 
costs of disaster relief, all the while 
letting an industry so defunct in its 
practices keep destroying what is 
left. Sustainability is a nice word still 
used in the serial misrepresentation 
of actual practices. No one is 
responsible; professional reliance 
is a farce. The forest industry’s 
persistent denial of harm is nothing 
short of criminal. Everywhere there 
are loopholes for the responsible to 
slip through. We cannot be asleep 
at the switch any longer. Bad forest 
management does not feature in most 
politicians’ minds.

As once more, with cheery 
abandon, thousands of acres of forest 
are sentenced to oblivion, it becomes 
clear from the Golden Rule that he 
who has the gold makes the rule. BC 
is paying for the overlord attitude of 
droit de seigneur.

My heartfelt wish is that you 
might use some real wisdom 
regarding the future of the Argenta 
Face. Otherwise, more disasters 
are inevitable. We see them in 
every single operation here in the 
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Open letter to 
Village of New 
Denver

Thank you for providing Danika 
and Kathy the opportunity to present at 
the council meeting on December 14. 
Their presentation covered the reasons 
why collaboration between the Village, 
the North Slocan Trails Society, and the 
local dog owners would be a positive 
way to move forward as there is much 
to gain and much to lose in any decision 
around the use of the green space west 
of the highway.

As a professional dog trainer, I 
know the value of providing space for 
human and dog interactions. A small 
space is an invitation for fights between 
dogs and increased stress (and not to 
mention possible vet bills) for their 
humans. Having a safe and spacious 
off-leash area benefits both ends of 
the leash. A space that is large enough 
to accommodate human-with-dog 
recreational activities, like walking and 
jogging, and provides enough space 
where the less boisterous dogs can be 
away from the fetch-and-chase set is a 
valuable resource.

I fully support having the pump 
track located on the east end of the 
dike but there must be fencing in 
place to protect dogs from bikes and 
skateboards, and kids from dogs. The 
addition of fencing will also give dog 
owners additional piece of mind as 
fencing would prevent off-leash dogs 
from accessing the highway, homes 
along the dike, and the campground 
area.

I hope that you will consider 
Danika and Kathy’s proposal and 
continue to engage in meaningful 
dialogue with both the North Slocan 
Trails Society and with the concerned 
dog owners who use and value our 
current off-leash space.

Heather Fox
New Denver

Save the dog 
park

I want to start by saying I have 
nothing but respect for each individual 
council member and of course our 
mayor in New Denver. I would also 
like to point out at the very beginning 
of this letter that I absolutely support 
the idea of a pump track or skills park 
for our community.

What I do not and will not support 
is the council’s inability to focus on 
the needs of locals to have access to 
this open flat area for our four-legged 
family members to play and learn.

In the Centennial Park planning 
process, there was only one location 
for the bike park and guess what, 
folks? That eliminates the dog park. 
Well I for one will not stand for this 
nonsense. If it is the Centennial Park 
plan, why are we talking about the 
green space that is currently the 
New Denver dog park? Is this space 
actually part of Village property? I 
do not believe that it is. Does Village 
council truly believe nobody uses this 

space and therefore feels that it would 
be okay to eliminate it? I can assure 
you that this space is used every day 
by multiple families and their furry 
friends.

Who wrote these two identical 
plans, where no matter how the 
council votes, it’s bye bye dog park? 
Maybe we could take a little more 
time and consider how many folks 
use this space and how much space 
is needed for dogs to play and stop 
saying, ‘well that’s where it is in the 
plan so that’s where it goes…’ I do 
understand that this may be more 
difficult for council to figure out but 
it is definitely the right thing to do. 
Save the dog park!

Christopher Claxton
New Denver

Save forests, 
save ourselves

I attended the Enterprise Creek 
old-growth forest logging protest 
noon-hour rally with West Kootenay 
Last Stand, Sinixt elders and locals, 
despite it being one of many logging 
sites by Interfor. Why hang outside 
in the cold winter?! “We are here 
to take a stand for our last stands 
of trees/All over the land people 
start to care, when we start to see/
The environment sustains us, not 
the Economy/If we don’t use good 
judgement, there’ll be no Forestry!” 
(Marion Bergevin, 1990 ‘Cut it Out, 
Don’t Cut it Down.’)

I wrote this song after logging 
blockades at Bonanza Creek, (Hills), 
Hasty Creek (Red Mtn. Road), 
Perry’s Ridge (Winlaw) 30 years 
ago! Nothing has changed, but our 
predictions have come true! We 
advocated for selective logging 
and partial cuts of mature stands of 
trees instead of mowing down all 
the young trees and burning them in 
slash burn piles. Now, since all of the 
accessible and economically viable 
trees have been creamed from the 
backcountry, they’re after highway 
visual tourism and safety corridors, 
and community watersheds!

We have seen the massive 
flooding linked to clearcut logging 
and atmospheric rivers, in Merritt, 
Princeton, and Grand Forks, 
destroying homes and towns, 
and doing extensive damage 
to highways – all at taxpayers’ 
expense! There should be watershed 
logging liability insurance to cover 
damages to water systems, homes 
and properties, or loss of life.

Logging job losses can’t be 
blamed on environmentalists, but 
rather on feller bunchers, automation, 
mill closures, whole log exports, 
lack of value-added production, etc. 
It is said that planting one trillion 
trees could save Earth from climate 
emergency. But old-growth forests 
carbon sequester at 1,000 tonnes/
hectare = Amazon rainforests. Save 
forests, save ourselves!

Marion Bergevin
Nelson, Rosebery

Will we make it to 
net zero by 2050?

Are we serious about getting 
our net greenhouse emissions to 
zero by 2050? If we were, we would 
be avoiding anything that would 
distract us from that goal. A war 
could permanently put us off that 
track. There is an ongoing conflict in 
Europe between NATO and Russia.

With the breakup of the Soviet 
Union, agreements were made to 
keep NATO from expanding into 
Eastern Europe. The agreements 
were soon broken with most Eastern 
European countries, including former 
Soviet republics, joining NATO. 
With NATO membership comes 
military spending, a recommended 
2% of the GDP. In 2021, the US spent 
an estimated $811 billion or 3.5% of 
their GDP. Russian military spending 
in 2021 was an estimated $70 billion, 
slightly less than UK’s $73 billion. 
In US President Biden’s massive 
spending bill, there is $300 million 
supporting Ukraine’s armed forces 
and billions more for European 
defense. Rather than recognizing 
Russia’s security concerns along 
its western border and pursuing 
common ground on climate change, 
the US is choosing confrontation 
at the risk of escalating military 
conflict.

When Ukraine separated from 
the Soviet Union, an agreement was 
made for Russia to keep its naval 
base on the Crimean Peninsula. 
When the government of Ukraine 
was replaced with a pro-western one, 
Russia’s only warm-water port was 
in danger. Without the port, Russia, 
the world’s largest country, would be 
virtually landlocked.

Russia annexed the Crimea and 
an election was held immediately. 
Since most of Crimea’s population 
is Russian, the vote was in favour of 
Russian control. The population of 
eastern Ukraine is mostly Russian 
and wanted autonomy. If Ukraine 
could run their own affairs, they 
wanted to run their own affairs too. 
Russia supported them.

A mega military alliance like 
NATO needs an enemy to defend 
itself against. Russia fit the bill and 
now wants guarantees for its security. 
The agenda may be calling for a 
victory of one winner but NATO 
can’t exist without an enemy. Now 
is not the time for war mongering.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Local logging 
company supports 
community

I have just read the front page 
headline in the December 16 issue 
of your paper. Very nice, but I just 
want to go on record and tell all 
the people who were there standing 
on the protest line, the reporter on 
this story, and all the people who 
are so excited that a local logging 

company has been put out of work 
the following: The next time you 
want someone to donate a load of 
firewood for a local fundraiser or a 
donation towards children’s soccer 
uniforms, or a donation of a hot 
lunch in our school EVERY single 
month, or donations of prizes in 
support of our local Merchants’ 
Night colouring contest for the kids, 
you might want to go ask the Sinixt 
or the Valhalla Wilderness Society. 
In all my years of volunteering and 
acquiring all kinds of donations, I 
have yet to see one item from either 
of these groups. Maybe the group 
of people known as “the protectors 
of the forests” (protesters) might 
be able to come and help set up for 
May Days, help with the pancake 
breakfasts, donate to the many Go 
Fund Me requests for needy families 
in the area, just to mention a few 
of the things this hard-working, 
community-supporting logging 
company, Reitmeier Logging, does 
for us year after year. 

I wish the front page one day will 
tell the people about all the time and 
money that these logging companies 
“used to be able” to contribute to 
the betterment of our community 
before they had their livelihood 
stolen from them. I also want to 
mention that the three owners of this 
logging company all own homes and 
land in this community, pay their 
taxes to this community, buy their 
groceries in this town and support 
all businesses here. All their wives 
and families are employed in this 
community. Be careful who you’re 
supporting in these issues, and think 
about what losing businesses like 
these could mean to our little town.

June McMillan
New Denver

Zincton’s PR 
job

The new year brings a fresh 
look at recent developments with 
the Zincton resort proposal. In the 
December 2 Valley Voice, David 
Harley and the Zincton crew had a 
full-page ad entitled ‘Thanks for the 
tremendous support of Zincton Farms 
proposal during the recent comment 
period.’ It was full of more phony 
promotional claims than I have ever 
seen on one page of a newspaper.

Everyone I know is strongly 
against Zincton and everyone that 
each of these persons knows is equally 
opposed, and on down the line I 
encounter nearly wild resistance to 
Harley’s proposal. Harley reminds 
me of Trump, who took nationwide 
disdain, dislike and resistance and 
converted it into claims of huge 
popularity and success. 

Harley’s ad appears to be a thinly-
veiled public relations ploy to appeal 
to investors for his development. 
When potential investors ask about the 
support of BC communities, he’ll show 
them his full-page congratulations, 
and they’ll not recognize that it is 
the seller who is telling them of 

his “tremendous support” with no 
evidence of the support itself.

Harley claims the Crown land 
tenure will remain public land, 
not private land, and most of it 
will become a 10,000-acre wildlife 
protection corridor. Another, more 
honest name for it is ‘Controlled 
Recreation Area.’ Under the BC 
resorts policy, the developer is granted 
the power of: “Controlling, regulating, 
directing or denying public access, 
including motorized vehicles, and all 
activities in the Controlled Recreation 
Area for the purpose of ensuring the 
safety of all visitors, resort staff and 
workers.” That’s the next thing to 
private land, and it means that Harley 
will be able to change his promises 
down the line. 

Worst of all is Harley’s mining 
malarky, which just keeps growing. 
Approve his ski resort and Kootenay 
Lake will be clean in 60 years. Without 
the ski resort, the contamination 
will continue flowing all the way 
down to tribal lands in Washington 
State. But if Kootenay Lake is so 
toxic, why has the government been 
begging people to catch the abundant 
rainbow and bull trout in the lake? The 
federal and provincial governments 
are responsible for cleaning up 
contaminated sites, and they stay 
silent while Harley’s propaganda 
paints a rosy picture that one would 
have to be born yesterday to believe.

His claims of a carbon-neutral ski 
resort ignore the fossil fuel emissions 
that will be greatly increased to reach 
and make the ski hill and to serve a 
community of residents and visitors 
two to three times as large as New 
Denver. This comes at the very time 
that climate change is accelerating 
and dangerously impacting us, while 
the ski season is shrinking so much as 
to require artificial snow-making that 
also burns fossil fuels.

Harley’s thanks are meant to 
convey that those objecting to the 
project are small in number, lacking in 
effect and resisting what a larger part 
of the community wants. What he’s 
achieved by this is to further impeach 
his reliability. His proposal promises 
environmentally friendly resolutions 
to every problem, ignoring the 
substantive refutations he’s received 
in the Valley Voice that exposed his 
inconsistences and double-talk. He 
doesn’t refute these facts; he ignores 
them by repeating his golden promises.

Richard Caniell
Silverton
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Does it make 
sense?

Does it make any sense that with 
92% of British Columbians over the 
age of 12 fully vaccinated as reported 
on January 5, 2022, and with vaccine-
free people not being allowed to go to 
restaurants, theatres, gyms, and concerts, 
and many not allowed to go to work at 
this time, forced to go on leave without 
pay for their choice to remain vaccine 
free, that those remaining 8% are being 
held responsible for all the current woes 
of the pandemic continuing?

Does it make sense that we are 
blaming this reportedly tiny percentage 
of vaccine-free people for the huge 
spread of the Omicron variant and much 
of that spreading like wildfire through the 
vaccinated also?

Forgetting of course that we were 
told repeatedly that having 75% of our 
population vaccinated would achieve 
herd immunity, would greatly reduce 
transmission, and provide immunity, and 
that achieving that goal would be our 
ticket out of this pandemic? Now 92% is 
not enough. What if we get to 99%? Will 
we still be blaming the 1% for any and 
all ‘technical difficulties’ of the vaccine 
not working as advertised?

What happens if we achieve 100% 
compliance? Will the blame then be laid 
on the people who have not received their 
96th booster shot? And so on and so on 
forever and ever? Variants aren’t going 
to go away. I really don’t believe zero 
COVID is achievable. So, where does 
one go from here?

It would be much easier to swallow 
the constantly changing goal posts and 
rules if those in charge would consider 
admitting they don’t really know what 
will happen, or what’s going on with 
this pandemic, or how effective their 
vaccines really are. If they allowed open 
dialogue to take place for the public to 
witness, between the brightest and most 
educated minds of our times, I’d have a 
lot more respect for the entire process.

For those of us who have ‘done our 
part’ as requested, how much more will 
be asked of us? And if we have questions, 
or decide to tap out and not continue on 
with our mandatory booster shots for any 
reason, is that it? Are we then also shoved 
into the box of unclean troublemakers 
ruining the possibility of a good world 
for everyone?

I don’t know… but I’m glad I’m 
still allowed to pose theoretical questions 
about the matter at least.

Eileen Johnson
Nelson

I fear for my 
children

The Trudeau government is 
continuing to dole out borrowed money 
at an unprecedented pace. Meanwhile, 
the Bank of Canada is warning that 
interest rates are going to have to go up 
to stem the tide of runaway inflation. 
The real estate speculators in league with 
the real estate agents have artificially 
increased the value of real estate to 
unbelievable highs. Our provincial 
government, now short of cash from 

having given subsidies to workers, 
pensioners, and especially businesses, is 
rubbing its hands together in anticipation 
of collecting much higher property taxes, 
since an increase in real estate value 
automatically increases their revenue. It 
is hard to increase taxes for rich people, 
but dead easy to increase taxes for Joe 
Schmo. So along with the increased 
mortgage payments, we will have to 
pay more tax to the government for the 
privilege of owning a home, so that they 
can provide more subsidies to flagging 
businesses. Much of the first round of 
business subsidies was used to increase 
bonuses for senior executives or even for 
buying out the competition. Apparently 
they failed to stipulate that the subsidies 
had to be used to keep workers employed 
during the pandemic, so they used the 
money for whatever. Money that our 
government borrowed. Money that we 
the taxpaying citizens will have to pay 
back. Debt whose now higher interest 
will have to be serviced for decades. Of 
course, it is also important to provide 
$10 a day childcare in order to get all 
the stay-at-home mothers and fathers 
out working, so that the economy can 
continue on its never-ending upward 
path. Don’t worry about money, it’s 
cheap to borrow. That is true, but then, 
it’s always been true. It’s the paying back 
part that’s not so cheap.

Meanwhile, Mother Nature, 
completely fed up with the greedy little 
hairless apes, is trying to convince us 
to change our ways for the good of all 
concerned, but no amount of floods, 
tornados, heat waves, hurricanes, melting 
glaciers, or disintegrating icecaps is 
enough to convince our fearless leaders 
to fundamentally change the equation.

I fear for my children and 
grandchildren. We’ve got to stop 
unregulated global jet travel, send 
the cruise ships to the breakers’ 
docks, stabilize and limit economic 
development and human population. If 
we don’t, Mother Nature will do it for 
us, and she is not particularly maternal.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Acknowledging 
the Wet’suwet’en

I’m writing this letter to acknowledge 
the incredible courage, self- sacrifice and 
restraint the Wet’suwet’en have shown in 
confronting the heavily armed invaders 
of their land. They have lived in that 
place for many thousands of years; if 
the Wet’suwet’en were a tree, we would 
fence it and marvel how long-lived it 
was.

The idea of living in one place, 
controlling population growth, 
preserving the environment, and not 
needing constant external inputs to 
survive is alien to our culture – but not 
to the Wet’suwet’en. We talk about using 
the natural resources of several earths 
without flinching. We use words like 
‘sustainability’ and ‘process,’ while the 
elites speak soothingly of electric cars, 
carbon capture, and so on, as if that 
would make a difference.

There is an insanity built into the 
system we live in which is hard to see, 

and harder to do anything about. Gas 
and oil are converted to plastic. We’re 
changing our miracle source of energy 
into garbage, which the government 
takes away and hides in landfills, so we 
aren’t really conscious of how much 
there is. Almost everything this society 
produces is not only not recyclable but 
is hazardous to our health.

Climate change, which we are not 
experiencing fully yet, is seen by the 1% 
as an enormous business opportunity. 
Just in the last two years there have 
been windfall profits for the rich, and I 
suppose they feel their wealth will protect 
them from the calamities the rest of us 
will experience, perhaps by moving to 
Moonbase Bezos.

So we’ve done our best to share our 
culture and government with the Indians, 
all to no avail, it seems. They have been 
reluctant to join our society of price 
without value, except with a bottle in 
hand. We tried to educate their children 
in our ways and religion. We give them 
money so they won’t starve to death, and 
wonder how on earth they got by before. 
The last resort of our society is as always: 
not with a musical ride, not with a scarlet 
tunic and a funny hat, but with a gun.

Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

The Great Reset 
and COVID

I am not a supporter of the politics 
of Alberta’s Premier Jason Kenney, but 
I love the guy for speaking up about 
the shenanigans of the super rich and 
the politicians who attend the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, 
Switzerland.

In a speech he gave, he lambasted 
those who support the policies of Klaus 
Schwab as outlined in his book The 
Great Reset. Kenney stated that Schwab 
sent him the book with the expectation 
that he follow the dictates of the WEF. 
According to Kenney, The Great Reset 
says that governments should seize the 
opportunity of a public health crisis 
or economic crisis to “reimagine the 
world and radically change policies.” 
Exploiting crises in order to advance a 
political agenda clearly does not agree 
with Kenney. Neither does taking policy 
dictates from Schwab or Trudeau, a 
WEF follower. He calls WEF supporters 
global hypocrites and finds their actions 
offensive.

Klaus Schwab is the founder and 
CEO of the World Economic Forum. 
He was born in Germany in 1938 and 
was professor of business policy at the 
University of Geneva until 2003. He 
also has 17 honorary doctorates to his 
name and he has received all kinds of 
awards from various countries. He has 
the ear of numerous world leaders, the 
super rich, and various royal families. 
The Windsor family are enthusiastic 
supporters.

Schwab’s theory is that a globalized 
world is best managed by a coalition of 
self-selected multinational corporations, 
governments and select civil society 
organizations (CSOs). His plan is to 
replace the recognized democratic 
model with one in which a group of self-

selected ‘stakeholders’ make decisions 
on behalf of the people. In short, the 
Great Reset is a silent coup d’etat to 
capture governance of the world’s 
population.

When I was in high school more 
than 70 years ago, I learned that 
governments are supposed to look 
after the well-being of a country and 
its citizens. Notions like ‘the greater 
good,’ ‘the public interest’ played an 
important role in politics. Unfortunately, 
the enthusiastic adoption of the notion of 
‘privatization’ in the 1960s reduced the 
importance of politicians and the role of 
government in governing. As business 
moved into the vacuum left by the 
government, the profit motive became 
dominant. So today, nothing happens in 
our culture until someone begins selling 
something. In other words, nothing is 
of value unless it can be sold. We have 
become a culture of salesmen, and we 
must accept the reality that salesmen 
only present us with the positive aspects 
of whatever they are selling. Some call 
this toxic positivity.

My problem with the Schwab 
agenda is that I don’t want my country 
and my world to be ruled by businessmen. 
There are too many important aspects of 
life that require attention and do not 
involve making money. I also know 
that an unspoken strategy of business is 
to encourage indebtedness. To go into 
debt is to give our independence away, 
our power. Today many individuals and 
entire nations are deeply in debt. This 
means that many national leaders now 
take their orders from the moneyed elite, 
which includes multinational corporate 
conglomerates.

I suspect that the present pandemic 
may have a lot to do with the profit 
motive of a cartel of multinational 
pharmaceutical giants.

Dr. Reiner Fuellmich, who practices 
as an attorney in both Germany and the 
US, seems to share my suspicion. His 
firm has taken on multinational giants 
such as Volkswagen and Deutsche Bank, 
and is now aiming to take on the people 
behind this pandemic. He has consulted 
150 scientists in order to obtain answers 
to three questions: How dangerous is the 
COVID-19 virus? Is the PCR test used 
to identify the virus valid? What is the 
extent of the damage resulting from the 
pandemic measures?

The answers he has received are 
most interesting. It appears that the 
COVID virus is no more dangerous 
than the common flu virus (something 
that already seems to have been 
acknowledged by the World Health 
Organization). The PCR test is not 
valid – it doesn’t tell us anything. And 
the damage from the pandemic measures 
that have been taken is enormous, both 
economically and healthwise.

It appears that some Polish 
parliamentarians are the first politicians 
to have taken on the task of formally 
investigating the pandemic situation, 
and that Dr. Fuellmich is preparing to 
make a case against the people behind 
the pandemic. Bless his heart.

Jon Wyngaard
Riondel

Joey the goose
It is October 2021. On this 

beautiful autumn day, our grey 
coloured goose has come back. I 
call her Joey. Joey delighted us last 
year around this time with her (or is 
it a “he”?) gentle personality. She 
had stayed around for some time, 
and then disappeared. Where did 
she go? And why did she show up 
again this October? It really does 
not matter. We are so happy to see 
this unusual goose again. Joey is 
not shy. If you walk up to her, she 
does not run or fly away. She trusts 
us humans. Joey is all by herself 
and seems quite content as a loner. 
She is not as big as a Canada goose, 
but she is beautiful. She likes to 
hang around Cooper’s Beach and 
also wanders over to the Day Park. 
I see her often picking lush green 
grass at a neighbour’s in front of 
their house.

When two of my friends came 
to visit, they joined me for my 
morning swim. Joey was already on 
the beach and stood right between 
us, listening to every word we 
spoke. Even our mayor Colin and 
his wife Diane thought it interesting 
to talk about Joey when I met them 
near Cooper’s Beach. They had 
heard that someone called my Joey 
by a different name. Apparently, 
others liked Joey, too and gave her 
a name to their liking. Nevertheless, 
to me it was and is Joey.

On one special day I’ll never 
forget, Joey was already in the lake 
when I came down for my swim. I 
expected her to swim or fly away 
but she stayed close to me for some 
time and I could almost touch her. 
She was calm and I tried to stay 
calm, too. A wild goose and a 
human being, swimming side by 
side in our Slocan Lake – this is 
truly extraordinary.

Yesterday morning at 7:15, I 
swam out into the lake quite far. 
When I turned around to swim 
back, I saw something on the beach. 
Could it be Joey? When I came to 
shore, I walked over to see what it 
was. Totally shocked, I saw that the 
unthinkable had happened. It was 
Joey who lay there with her neck 
ripped open. She was dead. It must 
have happened shortly before I had 
come down for my morning swim. 
But how could this have happened?

I quickly went home to tell my 
husband. Ernst took a shovel and 
we walked solemnly to the beach 
where my friend lay. My husband 
covered the remains with gravel 
from the beach. There is now no 
more sign of Joey.

Joey was a unique goose. She 
was a quiet, beautiful bird and liked 
being around humans. Not only I, 
but numerous villagers enjoyed this 
lovely bird.

Joey, we loved you and we 
miss you!

Inge Gaida
Silverton
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are man-
datory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually. 
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel
OPEN! Pub 1PM daily. Happy Hour every afternoon from 3PM – 5PM! Front desk 
8AM-11AM & 3PM-8PM Monday – Thursday, 8AM – 9PM Friday – Sunday for 
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.
kaslohotel.com, Facebook.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-252, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com 
(please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are 
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for 
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Happy New Year! The store is closed until January 26 for renovation but 
our online shop – RavensNestBC.com – is always open. Store hours from 
Jan. 26th: Open Wednesday to Saturday, 11:00 am – 4:00 pm; Closed 
Sunday to Tuesday. We have a fine selection of natural fibre clothing & 
quality wool blankets; our bookshelves, jewelry displays & card racks are 
all brimming; and as always we carry unique creations by local & inter-
national artisans. Thanks for shopping local – we hope to see you soon! 
• 250-358-2178 • RavensNestBC@gmail.com • Facebook & Instagram •”

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service
Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and 
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie 
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’) 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing. 
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week! Everything fresh baked daily. 
Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30, Sunday 10-2. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers. 
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-
226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via 
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
The new West Side Story movie, 

released in December, has a West 
Kootenay connection. Hills resident 
Yasmin Rodriguez, originally from 
Puerto Rico, worked as a language 
consultant on the subbed and dubbed 
versions of the film.

“Disney Latin America called 
me to offer me the job. It was one 
of the most exciting calls I’ve ever 
gotten!” she said.

The movie is based on the 1957 
Broadway musical about two rival 
gangs in New York: the Jets (white 
Americans) and the Sharks (Puerto 
Ricans).

Yasmin and one other consultant 
from Puerto Rico worked on two 
versions of the movie over five 
months. On the Spanish subtitled 

New West Side Story has local connection
version, they worked on the subtitles 
for all the Puerto Rican dialogue. 
On the Spanish dubbed version, 
they worked on the language used 
by the voice actors for the Puerto 
Rican characters. They were also 
present at the studio recording for 
the dubbed film to correct the voice 
actors’ pronunciation.

“I’m so proud to have been part 
of this because it’s the first time that 
a major film production company 
has taken the time, effort and 
money to make sure Puerto Rican 
characters are portrayed true to our 
culture, heritage and language,” 
said Yasmin. “With West Side Story 
being a story about Puerto Ricans, 
I think it’s a huge step in showing 
the proper respect to make sure our 
language and cultural idiosyncrasies 

were portrayed correctly.”
Yasmin says she has been 

involved in language in show 
business since 1989 when she 
started writing scripts for TV. She 
had her own theatre company that 
became the first to cater to deaf 
people, and she was one of the script 
writers for the only Puerto Rican 
movie ever to be nominated for an 
Oscar: Lo que le pasó a Santiago.

Yasmin highly recommends 
that people go to see the new West 
Side Story movie. “We won’t see 
the subbed and dubbed versions 
I worked on here, but even in 
the English version, they were so 
careful about portraying the Puerto 
Rican characters as truly as possible 
to real Puerto Ricans in the late 
1950s in New York City.”

They couldn’t change the songs 
from the original musical, of course, 
so the music and dance is not true 
to Puerto Rican music and dance, 
“but in all other areas, they made the 
changes necessary,” she said.

Yasmin said the voice actors 
were thrilled when they were told to 
speak Spanish with a Puerto Rican 
accent. “They are trained in Puerto 
Rico to speak without an accent,” 
she explained. “Puerto Rico is the 
oldest colony in the world, and 
national pride, including language, 
always suffers under colonization. It 
was eye-opening for these actors to 
hear that we are carrying linguistic 
traditions from Spain from the 
15th century, when the Spanish 
colonizers landed in Puerto Rico. 
They were so happy that we wanted 

them to speak the way they speak 
at home!”

Yasmin and her husband, 
Zeb, moved to Hills In 2018 with 
their own businesses. Yasmin 
does writing, editing, translating, 
and publishing and Zeb is an IT 
system administrator. They had 
been looking at moving to the area 
since they first visited in 2010. 
In 2017, when Hurricane Maria 
hit Puerto Rico, the couple lived 
without power, and with unreliable 
internet and cell service for eight 
months before they were able to 
move to Hills. They have applied 
for Canadian residency and are still 
waiting three years later.

“If only the Canadian government 
would grant me residency, my life 
would be perfect,” Yasmin said.
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THANK YOU
 

It has been my privilege to serve Kaslo and area, and the West 
Kootenays, these past 32 years. I have retired as of December 
31, 2021 although I am staying on in an advisory capacity for the 
firm of Thompson, LeRose & Brown, which I joined in 2019. Our 
Kaslo office at 437 Front Street will remain open from 9:00 am to 
4:30 pm, Tuesday to Friday. My indispensable assistant of many 
years, Samantha Bekker, will continue to manage the office and 
to carry on with her conveyancing and other duties. Lawyers from 
Thompson LeRose and Brown’s Trail and Castlegar offices will 
have conduct of client files. The firm expects to be announcing a 
permanent replacement for me in the Kaslo office in the coming 
weeks.
 

Again, thank you to all of my clients over the years, from Trail to 
Gold Hill and the East Shore to Edgewood. For Georgie and I, Kaslo 
has been a wonderful place to raise our family and to contribute 
professionally and personally to this vibrant local and regional 
community. The people here are simply the best, and Kaslo and 
the Kootenays will always be our home.
 

Thomas R. Humphries,
Barrister & Solicitor

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

submitted by Anne Champagne
On a blisteringly cold day near 

Christmas, 25 brave souls scoured 
the woods and waters around north 
Slocan Lake for birds as part of the 
Christmas Bird Count (CBC). Plant 
an imaginary tee at the golf course 
north of New Denver, run a compass 
in a circle from lower Red Mountain 
Rd. to Hills and you have the CBC’s 
Slocan Lake circle. 

The annual Christmas Bird Count 
helps track how bird populations are 
faring over time, their distribution 
patterns and abundance. Counts were 
started December 25, 1900, by Frank 
Chapman for the Audubon Society, 
when many scientists and observers 
became worried about declining 
bird populations. The idea was to 

Slocan Lake 2021 Christmas Bird Count results
turn hunters away from competing 
to shoot as many birds as possible 
at Christmastime. CBC results are 
turned in to Bird Studies Canada and 
the National Audubon Society.

Since then, the count has grown 
to become the longest-running and 
most widespread bird survey in the 
western hemisphere. Data have been 
used in hundreds of publications. 
And, on December 29, our little 
band of half-frozen birders did our 
bit despite -20°C temps and -25°C 
windchill. Rarely have woodstoves 
and hot home-pressed apple juice 

been so welcome.
And ,  wonde r fu l l y,  some 

young’uns took part. As David Suzuki 
has said, children who spend time 
outdoors tend to become adults who 
love nature, who get why it needs 
protection, and that is sorely needed 
in a world hovering on the brink of 
ecological collapse. Bird populations 
are among the litmus tests used to 
gauge environmental health. 

During the Slocan Lake CBC 
day, 31 species were counted: 
514 birds. Among them: Canada 
goose (8 birds), trumpeter swan (4), 

mallard (4), common goldeneye (1), 
hooded merganser (2), bald eagle 
(2 adults), northern goshawk (1), 
downy woodpecker (3), northern 
(red-shafted) flicker (17), pileated 
woodpecker (2), Steller’s jay (26), 
American crow (5), common raven 
(18), black-capped chickadee (52), 
mountain chickadee (6), chestnut-
backed chickadee (52), red-breasted 
nuthatch (29), brown creeper (1), 
Pacific (winter) wren (3), American 
dipper (6), golden-crowned kinglet 
(3), American robin (2), varied thrush 
(1), bohemian waxwing (174), song 

sparrow (7), dark-eyed junco (7), pine 
siskin (39), evening grosbeak (8), pine 
grosbeak (26), house sparrow (1) and 
wild turkey (4). Seven species were 
counted in the three days before and 
three days after the CBC day during 
“count week,” echoing the ones seen 
on count day.

Hearty thanks to our intrepid 
birders, and to one enthusiastic soul 
who counted one downy woodpecker, 
one Steller’s jay, one raven, six 
black-capped chickadees and two red-
breasted nuthatches just south of our 
circle near Enterprise Creek.

submitted
If you are involved with one of the 

many wonderfully helpful volunteer 
groups in the Slocan Valley and have 
plans for a project that will add to 
the health and resiliency of our home 
place, now is the time to apply for a 
grant from the Slocan Valley Legacy 
Fund. Each year, the Slocan Valley 
Legacy Fund awards grants for projects 
that celebrate diversity and translate 
problems into solutions. The Slocan 
Valley Community Legacy Society, 
which administers the Slocan Valley 
Legacy Fund, holds a broad definition 
of resiliency and supports projects that 
develop resiliency in a variety of ways 
– agricultural, artistic, environmental, 
and economic – ideas that spring from 
our rich and creative community.

There are some changes to this 
year’s application process, and all 
is explained on the Slocan Valley 
Community Legacy Society’s webpage 
https://www.slocanvalleylegacy.com.  

The deadline for applications is 
March 18. Applicants may want to 

Apply now for Slocan Valley Legacy Fund grants
start early as the application process is 
now entirely online and may take some 
adjustment. The application process 
aims to be ‘user friendly’ and detailed 
instructions will smooth the process. 
And if needed, real people are available 
to help by phone.

Grant applicants must be a 
registered charity with the Canada 
Revenue Agency or a Canadian 
municipality. Organizations that 
don’t meet this qualification can be 
sponsored by a registered charity or 
other qualified donee. Information 
about this type of partnering is also 
available on the webpage https://www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com. It can take a 
while to form this type of partnership, 
so applicants are encouraged to start 
the new year by beginning to explore 
the application process.

The Slocan Valley Legacy 
Fund is an endowment fund that 
provides grants that serve the 
Slocan Valley on an ongoing and 
sustainable basis. Every donation 
received becomes part of a long-term 

investment in our community. More 
information is provided – you guessed 
it – on the website https://www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com.

Volunteer groups with projects that 
improve and help our communities 
are encouraged to apply for a Slocan 
Valley Legacy Fund grant.

submitted
The Vallican Whole Community 

Centre, partnering with the Slocan 
Valley Community Arts Council, is 
launching a new arts incubation project 
in Vallican this year. The Vallican 
Whole Artist Residency program is an 
invitation to Columbia Basin artists to 
apply for a month-long residency at 
the community centre. The program 
has resources to grant two artists a 
residency, where they will be supported 
with space, funding and resources to 
create a new body of work over about 
a month in the building.

The funded artists will be selected 
by an adjudication committee of Slocan 
Valley artists. One residency is fully 
open-ended, and artists working in any 
medium can apply. With the second 
residency, the Vallican Whole hopes 
to revivify the Sculpture Park that 
is currently featured on the grounds 
around the Whole. The priority for that 
residency is an artist with experience in 
land-based art and/or sculpture.

Artists will receive a fee for their 

New artist residency opportunity 
at the Vallican Whole

work, have access to Whole spaces 
during the creation process, and will be 
invited to share their completed works 
with an exhibit or artist talk at the end 
of their residency project. 

With this project, the Vallican 
Whole and the Slocan Valley 
Community Arts Council hope to 
provide professional and emerging 
rural artists with time and space 
to research, develop, and produce 
ongoing or a new body of works/
projects; to bring new and innovative 
arts programming to the Slocan Valley 
Community; and to increase the 
Vallican Whole’s profile as a rural arts 
and culture space.  

Funding for this project is provided 
by the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance and the CBT’s Community 
Initiatives and Affected Areas Program.

For more information, and to 
apply for the residencies: www.
vallicanwhole.com/the-vallican-
whole-artist-residency-program/

Deadline for applications is 
February 8, 2022.

submitted
Katrine Conroy and Lawney 

Reyes have been selected as two of six 
recipients of Board of Governors Awards 
for 2020-2021.

Elected five times as the MLA for 
Kootenay West, 2020 Distinguished 
Alumna recipient Katrine Conroy’s 
educational foundation began at Selkirk 
College after graduating from Castlegar’s 
Stanley Humphries Secondary School in 
1975. The current Minister of Forests, 
Lands, Natural Resources & Rural 
Development, Conroy was amongst the 
first cohort to graduate from the Early 
Childhood Care & Education Program 
(ECCE) in 1979 where she immediately 
began winning the hearts of children and 
enhancing quality care in the region. 
Prior to entering politics, Conroy also 
returned to Selkirk College as a part-time 
instructor in the ECCE Program. As she 
continues to make a deep impact on the 
lives of British Columbians across the 
province, she is an example of Selkirk 
College’s value of excellence in living 
form. 

Selkirk College recognizes outstanding 
contributors to post-secondary education

Presented the 2021 Honorary 
Diploma in Indigenous Studies, Lawney 
Reyes has a deep connection to the 
history and land of the Selkirk College 
region. A Sin Aikst (Sinixt) artist, 
architect, sculptor and author who grew 
up in a Colville Confederated Tribes 
community in Washington State, Reyes 
has helped educate Selkirk College 
students and staff about the ancestral 
lands of the Sinixt people. Part of the 
extended Christian family that lived at 
kp’itl’els, Reyes traces his roots back 
to the traditional Sinixt settlement at 
the confluence of the Columbia and 
Kootenay rivers where the Castlegar 
Campus now sits. 

Other award recipients are Kathleen 
Pinckney, Mike Martin, Dan Obradovic 
and Jennifer Martin.

An important component of the 
annual convocation ceremony each 
spring, Selkirk College will officially 
recognize all six Board of Governors 
award recipients at the planned 2022 in-
person graduation event at the Castlegar 
campus in the spring.



January 13, 2022   The Valley Voice  9COMMUNITY

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The regional government is 
going to put up about $2,000 for an 
inventory of food sources, suppliers 
and supporters in the West Kootenay. 

The inventory is one of the 
recommendations in the Regional 
Food Security Action Plan, which was 
completed in July 2021 by the Central 
Kootenay Food Policy Council and 
funded by the Regional District.

“The action plan was essentially 
motivated by the pandemic but driven 
by the larger understanding that there 
are all kinds of reasons our food 
supply chains can be vulnerable over 
time, and that it would be wise in the 
face of climate change and any other 

Local food assets inventory to bolster food security in West Kootenay
things that come our way to have a 
kind of action plan,” says Abra Brynne, 
executive director of the Central 
Kootenay Food Policy Council. “So 
that when things go sideways, we have 
the ability to take care of ourselves to 
the greatest degree possible.”

The RDCK board approved the 
funding for the food assets inventory 
at its December meeting. Brynne says 
some general project planning has been 
done, and collection of information 
should begin in earnest this spring.

“The inventory will certainly 
include the farms and the primary 
producers, that’s fundamental, but 
up and down the supply chain it’s 
important to understand what we 
have in terms of distribution, storage, 

aggregation and processing,” says 
Brynne, “and related services… do 
we still have people who can provide 
services like ploughing fields, installing 
fences, or people who provide guidance 
with issues with pests, or veterinarians? 
Those are all parts of a food system 
asset map.”

She added that more intangible 
resources will also be collected for 
the asset map – the social assets, 
knowledge keepers and cultural 
understandings.

“Those are all part of what we will 
be exploring in terms of building out 
the picture of what we have here and 
how we can leverage it to the greatest 
degree possible,” she says.

W h i l e  p r a i s i n g  t h e  l o c a l 

government for its proactive efforts 
to improve food security in the region 
and ensure residents have access to 
emergency food resources, she says 
we still have “a hell of a long way” to 
go before the region can consider itself 
food secure. But she says we’ve moved 
in the right direction.

“We’ve kind of adapted – the 
initial wake-up call of the pandemic 
was important, but with 2021 and the 
climate impacts of the heat dome, and 
flooding, and now the crazy snow, those 
have really driven home and focused 
the attention more on the food system’s 
vulnerabilities,” she says. 

Brynne says the need for a shift to 
more secure food sources became very 
apparent when floods cut off the Lower 

Mainland from the rest of the province 
in November – and store shelves in the 
Kootenays started to go bare of meat 
and veggies.

She says the businesses in the 
region that already had a strong 
commitment to working with local 
food suppliers, like the Kootenay Co-
op, were in a good position to keep their 
shelves stocked. 

And that’s why the food inventory 
approved by the RDCK board is 
important, Brynne feels. 

“This will just make that journey 
a lot easier for those other businesses 
who want to access more local supply.”

This project is an initiative of the 
RDCK’s Community Sustainability 
Living Advisory Committee (CSLAC).

submitted
Rogers Communications has 

committed to building two cell towers 
in our area – one in Crescent Valley 
and one in Pass Creek. The Regional 
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) 
made the announcement on December 
16. 

RDCK Directors Walter Popoff 
(Area H Slocan Valley) and Andy 
Davidoff (Area I Rural Castlegar), along 
with the Columbia Basin Broadband 

Cell towers coming to Crescent Valley and Pass Creek
Corporation, have been working with 
Rogers Communications to come up 
with a solution to connectivity issues 
in the Slocan and Pass Creek Valleys. 
Rogers is prepared to commit up to $2 
million to build the two cell towers.

“This is a long time coming 
for our community and countless 
hours have been spent working 
with Rogers and Columbia Basin 
Broadband Corporation to come up 
with a solution,” said RDCK Area H 

Director, Walter Popoff. “After the 
Lemon Creek jet fuel spill in 2013, 
I realized how important it is to the 
safety of Area H residents to have cell 
service in the Slocan Valley and I have 
been working towards that end over 
these last few years.”

“Enhanced cell coverage goes a 
long way toward helping people stay 
connected with their loved ones, and 
more importantly, safe on roadways 
and in rural areas,” said Katrine 

Conroy, MLA for Kootenay West. 
“Our government is working with 
private sector partners to enhance 
connectivity across the province, and 
I’m glad to see those partners taking 
the lead and connecting even more of 
British Columbia.”

The funding commitment from 
Rogers will cover 100% of the cost of 
construction and equipment.

“By Rogers covering the entire 
cost, this will free up funds to put 

towards completing energy upgrades 
and a potential childcare service at the 
Pass Creek Community Hall,” said 
Davidoff.

Rogers will be starting the 
regulatory process to obtain approval 
for the two towers, including a 
collaborative process to determine 
optimal sites to ensure the largest 
amount of coverage for the area with 
the least amount of impact to the 
community.

New Denver’s Jake Dubinsky was named top goaltender of the Kootenay International Junior 
Hockey League for the first week of January. Playing for the North Okanagan Knights, Dubinsky 
started the week by turning aside 28 of 29 shots in a 3-1 win over the 100 Mile House Wranglers. 

In his second game, against the Osoyoos Coyotes, Dubinsky faced 71 shots and turned aside 
67 in the 4-3 overtime loss. He faced 23 shots in each of the second and third period, then faced 

another four in overtime. In total, Dubinsky turned aside 95 of 100 shots in the two games.

submitted
In mid-December, as MPs began 

tabling their Private Members’ Bills, 
local NDP MP Richard Cannings 
wasted no time in his promise to take 
action to protect the environment. 
Cannings introduced two pieces of 
legislation, one that creates a new 
Canadian Environmental Bill of 
Rights, and another protecting local 
lakes and rivers.

“A healthy environment is an 
integral part of what makes Canadians 
proud of our country. We need to 
enshrine the right to a healthy 
environment in our legal systems. 

NDP MP Richard Cannings introduces two environmental bills in the House of Commons
The well-being of our communities 
– and ourselves – depends on it,” said 
Cannings. 

Cann ings  in t roduced  h i s 
Environmental Bill of Rights on 
Thursday, December 16. The bill 
would bring Canada into line with 
more than 100 countries that have 
similar legislation and amends the 
Canadian Bill of Rights to add 
the right to live in a healthy and 
ecologically balanced environment. It 
would also provide the right to public 
participation in decision-making 
regarding the environment and the 
right to access information regarding 

the environment. 
Cannings also introduced a bill 

that would restore protection to lakes 
and rivers that were protected under 
the Navigable Waters Protection Act 
but were stripped of that under the 
Harper Conservative government. 
The bill would restore protection for 
most waterways in South Okanagan-

West Kootenay riding, including the 
Okanagan, Kettle, Granby and Slocan 
Rivers and Osoyoos, Skaha, Slocan, 
Christina and Vaseux Lakes. 

“Canada is not taking bold enough 
steps to address the environmental 
crisis we’re facing. The government 
promised action and I’m hopeful that 
will mean these two measures will be 

embraced and passed into law” said 
Cannings.

Cannings ran on his strong record 
of fighting for climate action. His 
Private Member’s Bill on the use of 
wood in government buildings has 
been, in a rare scenario, revived by 
Senate and is expected to make it back 
to the House of Commons in spring. 
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Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Fir pellets 
700 kg bulk 
totes $304 
& bagged  

wood pellets 
$385/ton Electrical Supplies!!!

Masks are now mandatory when in store please, limit of 6 people in store at one time

Tough Duck 
clothing, 

Jackets, flannel 
shirts, overalls, 

long sleeve 
safety shirts & 

hoodies. 
Buffalo flannel 

shirts $69.99

Snow blowers, 
shovels, 

toboggans, 
ice melt

Frozen water prevention & maintenance, 
heat tapes, heat guns, insulation.  

Bird food & 
feeders

Drywall in 
stock 

submitted
The suspension of sports 

The Mt. Sentinel senior girls’ volleyball team won the silver medal at the 2021 provincials.

SD 8 student athletes happy to be back on the courts
in BC last year affected student 
athletes and coaches in our 

region, with BC high school 
sports halting the play of all 
sports in the province due to the 
pandemic. However, with the 
return of some of the traditional 
sports this fall, SD 8 students, 
teachers, staff and parents are 
all cheering.

A huge congratulations 
go out to Mt. Sentinel senior 
girls’ volleyball team for their 
hard-earned achievement as 
the 2021 ‘A’ Girls Provincial 
Silver Medalists. With the road 
closures and floods last month, 

the provincial tournament was 
downsized from 13 teams to 
seven. The tournament was 
split between venues at Selkirk 
College and Mt. Sentinel 
Secondary.

Mt. Sentinel teacher and 
coach Joe Moreira applauded 
the countless hours that student 
athletes volunteered this season 
to support the volleyball 
program, commenting, “There 
is little doubt that without 
the rich support we continue 
to receive, hosting any type 

of athletic event would be a 
struggle, rather than what it 
is: a celebration of athletic 
achievement supported by 
countless volunteers.”

In Kaslo, senior girls 
volleyball at JV Humphries had 
their largest team in years with 
13 players, some playing for 
the very first time. The school 
is now organized to host two 
nights of co-ed volleyball this 
winter, one for experienced 
players to continue to hone 
their skills, and one for beginner 

students who were inspired by 
this year’s team.

This fall, the JVH cross-
country running team had an 
active season, participating in 
four league races and hosting 
their own race in Kaslo. The 
senior boys cross-country team 
even qualified for provincials, 
with  JVH sending  four 
students to Vancouver. Those 
students returned from that trip 
enthusiastic about the sport and 
grateful to the volunteers and 
district for making it possible. 

submitted
A s m a l l  g r o u p  o f 

conscientious Kaslo community 
members are working together 
to bring more awareness about 
diversity and inclusivity through 
education to their hometown and 
region. Grassroots organization 
SLIDE (Support for Learning 
Inclusivity, Diversity and 

Kaslo and area’s SLIDE (Support for Learning Inclusivity, Diversity and Empathy) raises money for books for the Kaslo Public Library and the libraries at JV 
Humphries and Jewett Schools.

Kaslo and area libraries benefit from grassroots fundraising efforts
Empathy) was created in June 
2020, out of a momentum 
growing to speak up against 
racism and injustices.

T h e  g r o u p  s o u g h t 
opportunities to find positive 
ways to make an impact in 
their own rural community and 
has since raised over $10,000 
through community fundraising 
and grants. 100% of the monies 
raised have been used to 
purchase books for the local 
public and school libraries, and 
through partnerships with the 

BC Association of Community 
Response Network, SLIDE has 
been able to apply for additional 
grants.

SLIDE spokesperson Sarah 
Evans commented, “Initially, we 
reached out to the schools and 
public library and asked how 
best we could support them 
in our aim to raise awareness 
in our community.” Research 
has shown that exposure to 
diversity from early on can have 
an impact on how children learn 
to accept and develop empathy. 

“We decided that a way to 
do that was to increase the 
number of books that represent 
diverse characters from diverse 
authors, that are available to 
students from very early in their 
education.”

SD 8 schools, JV Humphries 
Elementary-Secondary and 
Jewett Elementary, have both 
been fortunate to have added a 
significant number of new books 
to their school libraries this fall. 
Over 500 books have since been 
donated to the school and to the 
Kaslo Public Library through 
this initiative.

SLIDE’s focus has been to 
find books that represent diverse 
characters and are written by 
diverse authors. Diversities 
represented in the books SLIDE 
purchases include racial, sexual, 
gender, ability, family, economic, 
citizenship/immigration status, 
age, and neurodiversity. They 
also have made it their priority 
to purchase books from local, 
independent bookstores, with the 
majority of books coming from 
Otter Books in Nelson.
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The Snowman Contest held in 
the Arrow Slocan Lakes region just 
before Christmas had 17 entries from 
people aged 2-60, with six winners.

Aria Richards (2) of Nakusp and 
two members of the Red Mountain 
Snow Crew (Wya Yavis, 4 and 
Piper Peyton, 5) were each drawn 
as winners in the ‘6 and under’ age 
category.

Three families won ‘best in 

Arrow & Slocan Lake Community Services Snowman Contest results

by Jan McMurray
Readers of all ages can participate 

in a fun StoryWalk activity during the 
week January 24-28 in New Denver, 
Nakusp, Burton or Edgewood.

“StoryWalks are a fun way to 
promote early literacy, physical 
activity and spending time together 
as a family,” says Rachel Walmsley, 
coordinator of the Community Action 
Program for Children of Arrow & 
Slocan Lakes Community Services. 
“StoryWalks are often posted along 
park pathways or within wild areas, 

StoryWalk events coming to New Denver, Nakusp, Burton and Edgewood
to provide the added benefit of 
time in nature. Given the season 
though, we’ve opted for sites such as 
schools, the library and the waterfront 
walkway, as they are accessible in 
the snow.”

The StoryWalks will be set up in 
New Denver at the school and at the 
Eldorado Square on the main street; 
in Nakusp at the library, Halcyon 
House and the waterfront walkway; 
and in Burton and Edgewood at the 
schools.

The events will be held at specific 

locations on specific days during 
the week of January 24-28. Each 
event will run two to four hours, 
with different stories appearing in 
different locations. Storyboards will 
be separated by about two metres, 
with stories spread over 10-20 boards, 
depending on the length of the book. 
The walks will vary from about 20 to 
60 metres, depending on the location, 
and all will run along cleared or 
packed pathways, to provide easier 
access for diverse ages and abilities.

The Columbia Basin Alliance 

for Literacy and Community Action 
Program for Children are the event 
sponsors. 

“Family  Li te racy  Day i s 
January 27, so we wanted to plan 
several community-based events 
that highlight family literacy,” says 
Walmsley. “With inside programming 
becoming challenging under COVID 
guidelines, having outside activities 
in multiple communities allows us 
to connect with more families in the 
safest possible manner. We ask that all 
attendees consider the health & well-

being of others by wearing a mask, 
respecting social distancing, and 
staying home if any family members 
are feeling unwell.”

For StoryWalk dates and times, 
visit aslcs.com/capc or cbal.org/
arrow-and-slocan-lakes/.

The StoryWalk® Project was 
created by Anne Ferguson of 
Montpelier, Vermont and developed 
in collaboration with the Kellogg-
Hubbard Library. Storywalk® is a 
registered service mark owned by 
Ms. Ferguson.

show’ prizes: Jaxon Didier (8) of 
Nakusp won for largest snowman; 
Jaxx (10) and Xander (7) won for 
most expressive snowman; and 
Jacob, Nyree, Nova and Cosmos 
won for largest snow family (four 
snowmen and a snow dog).

The contest was held by Arrow 
& Slocan Community Services’ 
Community Action Program for 
Children.

Snowman Contest results
Jacob, Nyree, Nova and Cosmos won a prize for largest snow family.

Aria Richards (2) of Nakusp was drawn as a winner in the ‘6 and under’ age category.Jaxon Didier (8) of Nakusp won a prize for largest snowman.
Nyree & Comos pose with two members of 

their snow family.

Jaxx (10) and Xander (7) won a prize for 
most expressive snowman.
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by Joanne Feenstra
Slocan Village council met at 

the Slocan Legion and online on 
December 13. 

• The contract for the Official 
Community Plan update and mill site 
visioning project has been awarded 
to Selkirk Planning and Design, one 
of the firms involved in the Slocan 
waterfront project.

At the December council 
meeting, CAO Michelle Gordon 
reported that the Village had received 
two responses to the Request for 
Proposals for the project, and that 
interviews would be conducted in 
the third week of December. The 
contract term begins January 1, 2022 
and is anticipated to be completed by 
August 31, 2022. 

• A media release from the 
Regional District of Central 
Kootenay outlined new proof 
of vaccination requirements for 
recreation activities. Councillor Joel 
Pelletier asked if this would impact 
soccer in Slocan, which is not run 
by the RDCK. Mayor Jessica Lunn 
explained that the RDCK follows 
guidance from the provincial health 
officer, so the Slocan soccer program 
would have to adhere to the same 
policies. Pelletier pointed out that 
the outdoor ice rink is being used 
for hockey and skating; Lunn said 
the rink is being used by the general 
public, not by organized sports 

Slocan council, December 13: OCP and mill site visioning project moving forward
groups. She added that provincial 
health guidelines were part of the 
reason the Village decided to close 
the volunteer-run fitness centre, 
noting that RDCK has staff and 
capacity whereas Slocan does not.

During public participation, 
Pat Ashton asked if the fitness 
commit tee  could  apply  for 
Community Development funds 
to hire someone to open the fitness 
centre. Mayor Lunn said the Village 
would need to have staff at the 
fitness centre full-time, as proof of 
vaccination has to be provided each 
time a person enters the building. 

• Ethan Trickey, owner of 705 
Delany Avenue, site of the previous 
mill office, has asked to have the 
property zoned from Mill Industrial 
to Commercial. Trickey stated that 
he would like to rent to entrepreneurs 
for office, design or educational 
space. Currently, the Village of 
Slocan has two commercial zones: 
C1 Highway Commercial and C2 
Core Commercial. CAO Gordon 
proposed that council consider a 
third commercial zone: C3 General 
Commercial. This zone would 
permit the following uses: business, 
professional, administrative offices, 
entertainment facilities, financial 
services, accessory buildings and 
structures, accessory residential, 
health, fitness and recreation 
facility, hotel, motel and tourist 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  l i c e n c e d 
establishment, personal service 
establishment, restaurant and coffee 
shop, retail and general speciality 
shop. Council agreed to hold a public 
hearing on January 10, 2022 at 6 
pm both online and at the Slocan 
Legion regarding the proposed 
zoning change. 

• The Columbia Basin Trust 
advanced $174,500 for the Slocan 
Legion renovation project. On 
behalf of the Slocan Legion, Pat 
Ashton noted that if the back stairs 
were completed, the heat pumps 

could be installed. He said the 
Legion has been without income 
for a year and would like to start 
hosting income-generating activities 
in the new year, preferably with 
the more efficient heating system 
in place. CAO Gordon said there 
have been unprecedented wait times 
for parts and supplies. She said the 
staircase was ready to install, but an 
architectural review created a delay.

Ashton pointed out that the 
Legion building does not have a 
generator and in times of disaster, 
the Legion building could house 
and feed a lot of people. Lunn said 
she would contact Area H Director 
Walter Popoff about the idea of 
getting a generator for the Legion 
building and for other halls in the 
Slocan Valley. 

• Mayor Lunn noted that 
Silverton council had concerns about 
the proposed Zincton resort. Mayor 
Colin Ferguson of Silverton wrote 
to local municipalities regarding 
possible impacts on the local 
economy and environment, stating 
that similar developments elsewhere 
have created environmental 

degradation, economic inflation, 
housing and labour shortages while 
eroding cultural values, sense of 
place and community cohesion. 
Lunn said she would reach out to 
Ferguson.

• Council agreed to support 
the WE Graham Community 
Service Society’s application to 
CBT’s Community Technology 
Program. The request for $84,000 
would support the purchase of 
hardware and software to render 
and produce 3D images, two 
additional computers, stand-alone 
workstations to allow for social 
distancing and better alignment 
with existing natural and artificial 
lighting, flooring and lighting, and 
an increase in programming and 
tech support hours. WEGCSS asked 
council for $1,500, which council 
agreed to pay out of the Community 
Development Fund. The fund had 
$41,680 remaining as of November 
30, 2021. 

• In October and November, 
Public Works repaired three separate 
water leaks on private property, 
which were causing a water loss 

of approximately 115 litres per 
minute, or almost five million litres 
per month. The water treatment 
plant produced four million litres 
less water in November than the 
previous month.

• The Social Planning and 
Research Council of BC awarded 
the Village of Slocan $500 towards 
development of an accessible parking 
space and appropriate signage at the 
beach entrance. 

• During public time, Dave 
Fredrickson said the graveled north 
end of Slocan Street and the beach 
area parking lot are both extremely 
hazardous for recreational walkers. 
Lunn said the matter would be 
referred to staff to see if the plowing 
plan could be amended to include 
the creation of better beach access 
as well as remediate the north end 
of Slocan Street in the future.

• Fredrickson also noted that 
the work on the berm in the gazebo 
area had stopped although work was 
supposed to be completed this past 
year. Lunn said the Province has 
pushed the project back to spring 
2022.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Trustees at SD 10 are not at 
all interested in wading into the 
vaccine mandate debate. The board 
issued a statement at the December 
14 meeting saying it would not 
move forward on any requirements 
for staff to be vaccinated. 

“The board is committed 
to ensuring the safety of staff 
and students and the district will 
continue to follow all health 
guidelines to ensure all programs 
and services continue,” said Board 
Chair Christine Dixon in reading 
the motion. “The board will not 
be moving forward with a vaccine 
mandate.”

The statement came without any 
public debate on the measure. Staff 
told Valley Voice that as a personnel 
issue, the discussion on the issue 
was held in-camera. 

Teaching  s ta ff  a re  s t i l l 
performing daily health checks with 
students, and encouraging masking 
and social distancing. There was 
concern that any enforced mandate 
of a vaccine mandate on staff 
would result in difficult-to-fill staff 
shortages, among other issues.
Outdoor learning gets 
big boost

Educators at SD 10 are proudly 
displaying a new trophy on their 
shelf touting the district’s outdoor 
learning achievements.

Each year the Kootenay-
Boundary Environmental Education 
Initiative sponsors the ‘Take Me 
Outside 4 Learning School Year 
Challenge,’ where teachers are 
asked to commit to taking their 
students outside for learning at least 
one day a week. Again, this year, 
SD 10 had the highest percentage of 
students registered for the challenge 
out of the seven participating 
districts.

Ninety-three percent of students 

SD 10 board, December 14: Trustees pass on vax mandates
in SD 10 were registered under the 
program, a 128% increase over last 
year, and enough to put the district 
into first place in the challenge.

O u t d o o r  l e a r n i n g  a n d 
environmental/place conscious 
education have been foundational 
pieces in SD 10 for many years, SD 
10 Superintendent Peter Dubinsky 
said.

“It’s not about being outside, 
it’s about learning outside, and 
extends to Indigenous education, 
First People principles, and also 
looking at environmental issues 
that surround all of us,” Dubinsky 
told the board. “We live in such a 
beautiful part of the world and to 
have this kind of classroom at our 
disposal is powerful.”

“We don’t want to be just doing 
stuff outside,” he continued. “Doing 
stuff is great, but building skills and 
proficiencies while we are outside 
that is connected to learning… 
we’ve been really focussed on 
building proficiencies but that is 
really critical.”

The district will use the $500 
that came with the first-place trophy 
to enhance each school’s outdoor 
learning resources. 
Childcare at BES and NES

Parents looking forward to after-
school care at Burton Elementary 
School may have to wait a little 
while longer before the program 
begins.

District officials had hoped 
to have the new ‘seamless day’ 
program starting in earnest in 
January. ‘Seamless Day’ aims to 
provide a continuum of learning by 
integrating in-school learning with 
after-school care.

The district has launched a 
survey for Burton parents to give 
their views and ideas on what 
programming should be available 
for the children once the seamless 
day gets going.

But getting the system set up is 
taking a little longer than expected, 
Dubinsky told the board. There 
are no real snags, as much as it’s 
tough to get anything done, thanks 
to COVID.

“Like everything these days, 
things are slow and backed up,” 
Dubinksy told the board. But 
Interior Health officials should be 
able to approve the daycare space 
soon. “We’re still waiting for our 
licencing to be completed and we 
will work with them to get through 
the application.”

He said they are also still trying 
to find a qualified Early Childhood 
Educator who will run the program 
in the community.

“So we have students, soon 
we’ll have space, and hopefully 
we’ll have staff,” he told the board. 

Meanwhile, work on the 
Nakusp Elementary School Child 
Care Hub project is also proceeding, 
with regulatory approvals, program 
development and hiring efforts 
starting to get underway, as the 96-
seat, $3 million building continues to 
take shape. The NES project is also 
in the midst of a recruitment drive 
for an Early Childcare Educator 
to work alongside the district on 
the elements needed to open the 
daycare, from determining staffing 
needs to developing programming.

“ We  n e e d  p e o p l e  w i t h 
knowledge from both the business 
end and licencing end, as well as 
working with children,” Dubinsky 
told the board.

Exterior construction is nearly 
complete, while a lot of interior 
work – wiring, IT, furnishings, etc. 
is still in the early stages.

The project is expected to be 
complete in May 2022.

As in Burton, parents are being 
surveyed for their input on what 
they want to see happening for after-
school programming for students.
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Eileen Mae 
(deGans) 
Prough

April 15, 1928 – 
December 20, 2021
It is with heavy hearts we 

announce the passing of our Mother, 
Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, 
Aunt and Friend, Eileen Mae 
(deGans) Prough. Eileen was born 
in Edgewood, BC on April 15, 1928 
and passed away in Chilliwack, BC 

on December 20, 2021 at 93 years of age.  
She is survived by her children Linda Stirling, Alan (Linda) Prough, 

Marylou Prough and her foster children Rick Vincent, Carol (Ron) 
Anderson and Terry Hunt. She is also survived by 15 grandchildren, 
33 great-grandchildren and 8 great-great-grandchildren. Eileen was 
predeceased by her parents Joe and Minnie deGans, all her siblings, her 
beloved husband of 48 years Lawrence (Larry) Prough and her daughter 
Cheryl MacDonald.

Eileen was well known in the town of Rossland, BC where they raised 
their family and had a great positive influence on the lives of the many 
foster children that they nurtured and loved over the years.  

Eileen will be interned in the spring in the Mountain View Cemetery 
in Rossland next to her husband. A family gathering will be held after 
the internment.

Memorial donations may be made to the Heart and Stroke Foundation 
or the Pacific Alzheimer Research Foundation.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village got word that they 
might have another customer for 
the biomass heating plant they’re 
considering building.

The ‘thermal energy manager’ 
for Interior Health says he’d like 
to talk to the Village about the 
possibility of the Arrow Lakes 
Hospital being tied into the 
proposed system.

“This is an exciting opportunity 
for the community, and I applaud 
your leadership in pursuing local 
renewable energy sources there,” 
says Kevin Hudson. “I am hoping 
to learn more about the proposal, 
and if there could be possibility to 
connect with your district energy 
system to provide heating for our 
Arrow Lakes Hospital.”

Hudson says IH is working to 
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions 
and might be interested in taking 
part.

It’d be a big boost for the plant 
project, which to date only has 
plans to tie into the Village’s own 
buildings.

The Village is investigating the 
possibility of using wood chips and 
other wood waste material produced 
locally in a high-tech boiler system. 
A recent report estimated the project 
would cost about $500,000 if it just 
heated the community arena, and 
about $800,000 if the emergency 
services building and seniors’ centre 
were added to it. The consultants 
estimated if they could get half the 
construction paid for by grants, it 
would take about 12 years to pay for 
itself (see ‘Biomass project soldiers 
on, new report issued,’ Valley Voice, 
October 7, 2021). 

Hudson noted that IH has 
connected to a biomass heating 
system in Enderby, recently added 
biomass boilers at Interior Health 
hospitals in Golden and Lillooet, 
and are planning a similar project 
in Invermere.

Staff say ‘high-level’ talks are 
taking place with IH on the issue.
‘No Idling’ signs coming 
to downtown

There are going to be a few 
more reminders around town not 
to let your car run while you take 
a quick dash into the convenience 
store or coffee shop. 

Council approved a motion to 
install six new signs reminding 
drivers of the Village’s anti-idling 
bylaw.

The bylaw has been in effect 
since 2009, and limits non-
emergency vehicles to no more 
than three minutes of idling in a 
60-minute period within Village 
boundaries. But Village leaders 
heard from a delegation at the 
November council meeting that 
the existing signage does not have 
good visibility, or is in a poor 
location. The speakers said there 
was a general lack of awareness 
that the Village has an anti-idling 
bylaw in force.

Installing six new signs along 
Broadway will cost about $510 
plus labour.

“Staff proposes to affix the anti-
idling signs to existing or dedicated 
traffic signposts in front of locations 
where vehicles are often left idling,” 
says a staff report to council.
New speeder for rail 
park

There’s going to be a new 
addition to the historic railway 
display at the municipal park. 

Council approved a plan by the 
Nakusp Rail Society to display a 
newly acquired ‘speeder’ along with 
the snowplow, Jordan spreader and 
caboose currently at the site.

The donated speeder is a 
‘maintenance of way’ vehicle, and 
had previously worked on the South 
Slocan portion of the rail line. 

Tracy Fetters, chair of the 
Nakusp Rail Society, says they want 
to protect and display the piece, 
which is in great shape. 

“Our intent is to install the 
newer speeder right next to the 
station platform of the Brouse 
building within the confines of 
the fencing,” she wrote to council. 
“Due to the excellent condition of 
this speeder (we need to paint it) 
we would like to seek councils’ 
permission to install a shelter over/
around the unit.”

The shelter would likely be 
constructed of four posts with a roof 
and tempered glass sides to allow 
for full viewing of the speeder.

Administration told council 
that they had no issues with the 
installation, if the Nakusp Rail 
Society ensures it is adequately 
insured. Council directed staff to 
work with the society to make the 
project happen.
West Employment 
Lands development 
grants nixed

The Village’s plans to develop 
some land for industrial use has hit 
a snag.

In November, council gave staff 
the go-ahead to apply for grants to 
develop water and sewer service 
to land on the shore of the Arrow 
Lakes on the west side of Kuskanax 
Creek. The area has long been 
identified as a potential area for 

industrial expansion.
The project is estimated to cost 

between $1.2 and $1.4 million, 
with grants from other levels of 
government picking up three-
quarters of the bill. 

However, Village CAO Wayne 
Robinson told council there are 
steps that will have to be taken 
before they can even apply.

“The Village requires an up-to-
date water conservation plan and 
without that requirement, the grant 
application will not be successful,” 
he told the Valley Voice.

A full report on the problem, 
and how it can be resolved, is 
expected for the January council 
meeting.
NACFOR grant for 
Edgewood

The Community Club of 
Edgewood will receive $4,000 
from the NACFOR Legacy Fund 
to pay for propane for the generator 
for the cell tower repeater in the 
community for the next several 
months. Nakusp council rubber-
stamped the request from RDCK 
Area K Director Paul Peterson.

A letter from Edgewood 
Community Club Secretary Bob 
Restall says the club has done 
two things that should reduce 
fuel costs. They’ve aquired an 
automatic choke for the propane 
generator to increase its efficiency 
and they’ve raised the height of the 
wind generator tower to get into a 
better wind stream to help power the 
repeater. “As the days are shorter 
and darker for the next few months, 
there will be less power coming 
from the solar panels,” he says.

The money comes from 
dividends generated by the Nakusp 
and Area Community Forest. A 
quarter of the money in the fund is 
to be used for projects benefitting 
Arrow Park south to Edgewood. 

The withdrawal will hardly be 
noticed, as it still leaves $226,859 
in the Area K southern zone portion 
of the fund.
NACFOR board 
appointments

Council put on hold ratification 
of a slate of candidates for 
NACFOR’s board of directors for 
the year.

As the sole shareholder, the 
Village of Nakusp has a member on 
the board, and controls appointments 
for the rest of the board. In practice, 
that’s meant council ratifies the 
board’s recommendations for the 
seats at the table. Six candidates 
were presented to council to ratify 
for the board.

But council tabled the motion, 
saying it wants a little more 
information for the public before 
moving ahead with rubber-stamping 
the nominees.

“Councillors have asked staff 
to return to council with more 
information about the recruitment 
process for board members,” CAO 
Robinson told the Valley Voice. 
“This has nothing to do with the 
actual candidates being endorsed 

but instead all about making sure 
we are following the proper process 
and public transparency.”

Robinson noted that appointing 
NACFOR’s board is the only power 
the Village has as the shareholder of 
the company, as it does not interfere 
in day-to-day business of the forest 
company.

Councillor Aidan McLaren-
Caux sits on the board for the 
Village. 

Nakusp council, December 13: New hope for biomass plan?
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
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• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
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• Custom Cutting
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Jane Lake
Jan 2nd 1938 - Dec 18th 

2021
With heavy hearts the family 

of Jane Lake must announce her 
passing on December 18th, 2021. 
For 64 years, Jane has been part of 
the Lardeau Valley community and 
her kind and inquisitive presence will 
be dearly missed.

Jane Lake (née Wells) was 
born in Los Angeles, California on 
January 2nd, 1938 to Marguerite and 
Philip Wells. She and her siblings, 

John, Bill, and Martha, were raised in the Quaker community and 
attended Friend’s Schools in California. It was through the Quaker 
network that, in 1958, a 20-year-old Jane Wells made her way to the wilds 
of Argenta, BC where she stayed for a time with Bob and Ruth Boyd. 
There she soon met Roy Lake, whom she married in 1960. Together 
they had three children who they raised in the flats of Argenta: Margaret, 
Cathy, and Duncan. Roy and Jane managed a large cattle ranch and 
farm on the flats for many years where she grew a beautiful flower and 
vegetable garden. Their place was a hub for people from both sides of the 
valley to meet and plan and learn from one another. Jane was an active 
member of the community at the head of the lake, especially with the 
Friends School and was an avid reader and supporter of the NDP. She 
struggled throughout her life with depression and was well supported by 
the community and especially by Roy.  Roy and Jane moved to Meadow 
Creek after retirement and then later relocated to downtown Kaslo where 
they fostered a magnificent garden and many local friendships. In recent 
years they lived in the Kaslo Hospital Long Term Care, supported and 
cared for by staff and community.  We are grateful for all the love and 
support received over the decades by these communities.

Jane found fascination and delight in many things – including 
birds, flowers, myth and fantasy – but most of all in her children and 
grandchildren. She was a voracious reader, had an incredibly active mind 
and an artist’s eye. She was sharp, strong and loving until the end. Jane 
is survived by her husband, Roy Lake, her daughters Margaret (Kevin) 
Murphy and Catherine Lake, her daughter-in-law Yvonne Boyd, and 
by her grandchildren Connor, Erin, Anna, Jesse, Kate (Noah), Andrea, 
Aidan and Danan, and  great granddaughter Claire. She was predeceased 
by her son Duncan in July 2021. 

Due to Covid restrictions and concerns a simple family burial took 
place Dec 23rd, 2021.  When conditions allow a Memorial for Jane will 
be held in Argenta.  

Jane, Mom, Nana – you were much loved and will be dearly missed.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Kaslo Village councillor says he 
didn’t tell a local community group it 
had to ignore provincial public health 
directives in order to continue to receive a 
property tax exemption from the Village. 

At the December 14 special council 
meeting, Councillor Kellie Knoll said 
he wanted to “to set the record straight” 
about what he had said at the November 
23 council meeting.

“I didn’t ask the Langham to go 
against the provincial health orders… 
I was asking them to not participate in 

Kaslo councillor still keen on vax scrutiny for property tax grant recipients
the segregation and discrimination. It’s 
completely different,” he said. “There 
are businesses in town that have done 
that quite successfully.”

But then he suggested the Langham 
and other community groups could still 
be scrutinized for their actions during the 
public health mandates, which require 
some public activities to be restricted to 
those who are fully vaccinated.

“Word on the street is this is now 
turning into an exclusive membership in 
there, and in our policies we don’t fund 
exclusive memberships…” he said of the 
Langham. “The word on the street is also 
the curling rink is doing the same thing.”

He didn’t say who the “word on the 
street” was from, but warned there would 
be consequences for not listening to it.

“All I’m doing is forecasting 
what is coming down the pipe. This 

is going to get real,” he continued. 
“People are challenging this all over. So 
there’s options you can do: you can not 
participate in this, or you have to take 
the heat.” 

At the November 23 council 
meeting, Councillor Knoll questioned 
why the Village was giving property 
tax grants to the Langham, when it 
was enforcing the Province’s vaccine 
mandates. (See ‘Kaslo mayor says vax 
compliance won’t threaten Langham 
grant,’ Valley Voice, December 16, 2021). 
The councillor’s position prompted 
Mayor Suzan Hewat to issue a special 
public statement a few days later.

“[T]he Village cannot use a threat 
of losing a tax exemption to force an 
organization to operate unlawfully,” 
she said in the December 10 prepared 
statement.
‘Dangerous and ambiguous’

Knoll’s comments also prompted 
the executive director of the Langham 
to write a letter to council, which was 
received at the December 14 meeting. 
The letter clarified that only a small 
fraction of events – five in the last year 
– were covered by the vaccine mandate. 

“Our real concern here, and one 

that should concern other organizations, 
is that a sitting Village councillor is 
proposing that the Langham’s long-
standing property tax exemption be 
held hostage to a divisive political 
agenda,” wrote Paul Grace-Campbell. 
“Councillor Knoll is asking a community 
organization to break the law knowingly 
and willingly in direct contravention 
of BC Public Health Orders designed 
to protect the health and safety of our 
community.”

The letter goes on to say that instead 
of outright rejecting the idea, the rest of 
council and staff sent a “dangerous and 
ambiguous message” to the community.

“This is incredibly dismaying – a 
reasonable expectation from council 
would be in the immediate rejection of 
the request, a clear indication that no such 
request would be considered at any time 
in the future, and perhaps a rebuke for 
Councillor Knoll for making it in the first 
place,” Grace-Campbell wrote.
‘Big Brother Province’

Mayor Hewat defended the position 
in her December 10 statement, saying 
community groups believed they were 
doing the right thing by following the 
public health rules, and should not have 

their tax status jeopardized.
“I stand behind that,” she said, but 

added that the next council might not 
feel the same way. “And if next year 
there’s a different flavour, it’d be up to 
the next council of the day whether they 
want to take punitive action against an 
organization that is following public 
health orders as they are written,” she 
said.

Knoll, who has raised concerns 
at council about lockdown and other 
government orders since the pandemic 
began in 2020, said he thought municipal 
governments had to work against the 
senior government’s actions.

“I am just wondering how long 
we are going to allow this to continue 
to affect our community, as it keeps 
rolling out,” he told the council. “Our 
health services, our first responders, our 
fire responders, this is coming down 
the pipes, folks. I’m just saying let’s do 
real, there’s going to be a time we’re 
going to have to stand up to Big Brother 
Province here.”

But the mayor cut short the 
discussion. “We’re not debating. We 
each had our comments, I think we’ll 
leave it at that,” said Hewat.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Village councillors are going to ask 
for more time to respond to the Zincton 
ski resort proposal. Council directed staff 
to ask the provincial Mountain Resorts 
Branch for an extension to February 
15, 2022. The original deadline for 
comments was late November. The 
Province extended that deadline by a 
month, after receiving thousands of 
responses from the public. Now council 
says it needs even more time to respond.

That is in part because of a letter 
from the mayor of Silverton, asking 
the neighbouring municipalities if they 
shouldn’t meet to discuss a coordinated 
response to the resort project, and to ask 
the Province for more time to formulate 
a joint submission. 

While Mayor Colin Ferguson said 
Silverton council is taking a neutral 
stand on the project at this time, he 

Kaslo council, December 14: A Zincton summit?
added “the known trajectories of similar 
ski developments elsewhere present 
a compelling argument for pause and 
education.”

Ferguson points out that the ski resort 
project is being considered in isolation 
from the Zincton village development.

“To this end, the Village of Silverton 
believes we need direct government-
to-government dialogue before these 
projects proceed, rather than a piecemeal 
evaluation after the fact. Considering 
the merits and effects of one of these 
developments in the absence of the 
other will not paint a full picture of their 
impacts. A thorough review, including 
large-scale landscape planning, a 
comprehensive wildlife review, and 
scrutiny of cumulative effects – which 
includes the aspirations of local 
communities – is vital,” wrote Mayor 
Ferguson.

Staff were directed to continue talks 

with other local municipal officials and 
politicians to come up with a meeting 
time. RDCK Area D Director Aimee 
Watson and Area H Director Walter 
Popoff will also be invited to attend any 
discussion.

The Zincton project proponent 
has applied for tenure for 5,500 ha of 
land about 30 kilometres west of Kaslo 
for an all-seasons ski, hike and cycle 
resort. At the December 14 council 
meeting, council received several letters 
from residents of Kaslo, New Denver, 
Silverton and other communities in the 
region opposing the project, one letter 
supporting the project from a Metis 
Indigenous leader, and several pages of 
information from the project proponent.
Moyie grant

The Village is going to support 
an application by the Kootenay Lake 
Historical Society for a grant to do much-
needed restoration work on the SS Moyie.

The ‘Time Immemorial 150’ grant 
will allow an organization to apply for 
up to $500,000 to “support shovel-ready 
projects to conserve, repair, rehabilitate 
or develop cultural heritage infrastructure 
that is valued and used by the diverse 
communities where it is situated.”

The work on the Moyie is estimated 
to cost $405,000. The society has 
raised $35,000 for the project, and 
has requested contributions from the 
Columbia Basin Trust ($35,000) and the 
Village of Kaslo ($20,000). They will 
apply to the granting agency (Heritage 
BC) for the rest. “In terms of leveraging 
taxpayers’ dollars in order to get the 
best value for that money, I think that 
turning $20,000 of Village funds into 
a project budget of $405,000 is pretty 
respectable,” she told council, noting that 
the Village contribution would cover 5% 
of the total project cost.

Councillors didn’t need much 
persuading – the Moyie is a Village-
owned asset – so councillors passed a 
motion to provide a letter of support 
for the grant application, along with a 
commitment of $20,000.
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VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

2022 UTILITY BILLINGS
Invoices for 2022 water and garbage charges are in the process 
of being mailed to property owners. Payments can be made in 
person at the Village Office (cash, cheque or debit) or through 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union’s online banking. Please note 
that a 5% penalty will be applied to all amounts that have not 
been paid by February 15th, 2022. An additional 5% penalty will 
be applied to all amounts that remain unpaid at October 1st, 2022. 

DOG LICENCE RENEWAL 
REMINDER

Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that 
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required 
to have a current dog licence, which can be obtained from 
the Village Office. In accordance with the Village of New 
Denver’s Animal Control Bylaw, there is a $15.00 reduc-
tion in the licence fees, if the licence for the current year 
is purchased prior to January 31st or within 30 days of the 
date that the owner first comes into possession of the dog. 

BUSINESS LICENCES
A current Business Licence is required for all commercial 
undertakings of any kind within the Village of New Denver, 
including home-based businesses, professional, personal or 
other services for the purpose of gain or profit. In addition 
there is the Inter-Community Business License (ICBL). ICBL 
allows eligible businesses to operate across participating com-
munities without having to buy a separate business licence for 
each community. For more information or to obtain a business 
licence, please contact the Village Office. 

NEW DENVER COMMUNITY GYM 
UPDATE

We have been working with the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay to reopen the gym in New Denver. This requires a 
new door lock system and Covid-19 safety protocols. Our efforts 
have been put on hold due to the latest Provincial Health Orders, 
which requires all gyms and fitness centres to be closed until at 
least January 18, 2022. We will provide updates and additional 
information as it becomes available.

VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER NEWLY 
DESIGNED WEBSITE LAUNCHED

The Village has recently launched a new and improved website! 
In launching this new website, we hope to provide residents and 
visitors with a more intuitive and user-friendly experience. Visit 
www.newdenver.ca to check out the exciting new look, improved 
navigation, and features that will make the overall experience 
more impactful on your desktop or mobile device.

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 for details 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

by Kathy Hartman
The December 14 council meeting 

began with three presentations.
• Rosalie Bird with Leanne Fulton 

proposed a two-day ‘Spark in the Dark 
Lantern Festival’ in Centennial Park, 
January 30-31. See story, page 3. 

• Dog owners Danika Hammond 
and Kathy Hartman made a case for 
keeping an off-leash dog area, while 
also accommodating the proposed 
all-wheels skills park and adventure 
playground, on the dike area along 
the south side of Carpenter Creek. The 
off-leash dog area was established in 
an amendment to the animal control 
bylaw in 2006, where it was defined 
as “the dike area south of Carpenter 
Creek, west of Highway 6, past the TV 
tower to Slocan Lake and Carpenter 
Creek.” In the recently approved 
Centennial Park Master Plan, the all-
wheels skills park and playground 
take over the east (highway) end 
of the off-leash dog park, between 
Kildare and Josephine. Hammond 
and Hartman proposed moving the 
proposed all-wheels skills park and 
playground up to the east, between 
Kildare and the highway, and fencing 
the area from the west side of Kildare 
to the lake for the dog park. They 
presented a list of 47 people who 
support their proposal for an inclusive 
design, as well as a letter of support 
from the North Slocan Trails Society, 
proponents of the all-wheels skills 
park. In the letter, the society says 
it is willing to work with dog park 
users and people with other interests 
“to assist the Village in arriving at 
decisions on accommodation of these 

New Denver council, December 14: Off-leash dog park proposal presented
interests.”

The delegation asked council for 
a commitment to “a collaborative 
planning approach with the Village, 
the North Slocan Trails Society, and 
off-leash dog area enthusiasts to 
design a safe and inclusive layout” 
for the south creekside area “that 
satisfies all interests.” They also asked 
council to commit to asking for public 
input when they amend the bylaw that 
established the off-leash dog park.

• The final presentation was from 
residents living near Columbia and 8th 
with possible solutions to keep locals 
and tourists from using 8th and 11th 
as a ‘shortcut’ through town. Their 
suggestions included an avalanche 
gate at 8th, ‘Local Traffic Only’ 
signs, speed bumps, and informing 
people who use GPS that 8th should 
no longer be considered the ‘fastest 
route’ option. 

• Council is considering expanding 
waste collection to include a curbside 
recycling and organic collection 
service in New Denver. Staff was 
directed to apply for a grant for 
a feasibility study, to assess if a 
curbside program could provide a 
better service to ratepayers while 
reducing our overall carbon footprint, 
environmental impact, adverse 
wildlife interactions, tipping fees, and 
increasing participation in recycling. 
The approximate cost of the feasibility 
studies is $15,000. The grant would 
cover a maximum of $10,000. The 
remaining $5,000 would be included 
in the 2022 budget. The possibility of 
cost sharing by expanding this service 
to surrounding communities and areas 

was suggested.
• Council adopted its first 

Snow and Ice Control Policy. The 
purpose of the policy is “to establish 
the guidelines for Administration 
to provide snow and ice control 
throughout the village thus support 
the public with as much mobility as 
possible during the winter months 
while striving to minimize the impacts 
to the environment.” The crew will 
endeavour to plough and sand first 
priority routes (main street, school and 
bus routes, emergency and hospital 
routes) before 8 am. Ploughing and 
sanding will commence when the snow 
reaches three inches on weekdays, 
weekends, and statutory holidays. 
Secondary routes are alleys that 
provide the only access to driveways, 
all streets, arterials, collectors, alleys, 
and Village-owned properties and 
parking areas. Sidewalks and trails 
will be done as time permits. Snow 
will typically be ploughed and stored 
at dead-end streets and alleys and 
removed periodically. For safety 
purposes, property owners or tenants 
are not allowed to remove snow from 
their driveways or boulevards onto 
the roadways. This service will be 
extended to Denver Siding with the 
new boundary extension. Details can 
be found on the Village website.

• Council approved posters and 
postcards designed by the COVID-19 
Advisory Committee (with help 
from Leanne Fulton, local graphic 
designer). They will be distributed in 
the Valley Voice. All associated costs 
will be covered by the Community 
COVID Action Team (CCAT).

Staff was asked to send a letter 
to the provincial Ministry of Health, 
copied to Interior Health and our 
MLA, requesting that rapid test kits 
be given to all British Columbians 
free of charge. 

• The contract for the new Village 
logo design was awarded to Roni 
Jurgenson, New Denver resident. 
There were four proposals submitted. 
The cost will be between $1,600 and 
$2,250 and will be included in the 
2022 budget.

• Councillor Colin Moss urged 
council to reply to a request from 
the Kootenay Conservation Program 
(KCP) to discuss possible next steps 

for a Local Conservation Fund in the 
Slocan Valley. Last year, KCP shared 
the results of a 2018 survey indicating 
that 66% of Slocan Valley residents 
were in favour of establishing such a 
fund. Residents in the Kootenay Lake 
Local Conservation Fund area pay $15 
per parcel per year, and these funds 
support conservation projects. Moss 
said RDCK Area H (Slocan Valley) 
Director Walter Popoff has expressed 
interest in going to referendum in 
October 2022 to ask residents if they 
would like to establish this service.

• It has taken a year, but the cap 
and chassis for the new rescue fire 
truck has arrived. From here it goes 
to Penticton to be outfitted. The new 

truck meets all the newest emission 
standards, and as it is the vehicle 
that goes out on most calls, Mayor 
Leonard Casley sees it as a real 
opportunity to reduce New Denver’s 
carbon footprint.

• Council decided to make the 
lnter-Community Business License 
(ICBL) permanent. New Denver 
has offered the ICBL for two years 
as part of a pilot project. There are 
seven businesses in New Denver 
participating. The ICBL is a $100 
business licence which authorizes 
businesses to operate in participating 
communities: Kaslo, Castlegar, 
Creston, Nelson, Salmo, Silverton, 
Slocan and more are signing on. 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

It wasn’t so much the broken 
temperature record that excited 
Southeast Fire Centre Weather 
Forecaster Jesse Ellis about December’s 
weather.

It was the way that the record was 
broken.

On December 1, temperatures hit 
+14.6°C, breaking a new record for 
the warmest December day ever (the 
previous had been +12.5°C in 1996). 

With the thermometer hitting 
-18.9°C on the last day of the year, it 
also made for the widest coldest day-
warmest day difference in December 
in 40 years.

The wild swing is due in part to the 
waves of the jet stream growing more 
pronounced – the wave top reaches a 
higher latitude than normal, while the 
trough bottom goes farther south. In 
December, that reached a peak, Ellis 
says. 

“By the end of the month, a large 
upper ridge strengthened over the 
Pacific and a deep upper trough set 
up over western North America,” says 
Ellis, noting it was likely the deepest 
ridge-trough waveform for the planet’s 
northern hemisphere at that time. 
He says the prevailing northerly or 
northwesterly flow between these two 
features helped support the southward 
shift of a modified Arctic airmass into 
the area. That brought much colder 

Wild waves of jet stream bring 
cold, snow to Kootenays

temperatures by the end of the month 
(as well as a period of strong northerly 
winds).

“That’s why we had the cold air 
pushing south, and the really cold 
temperatures at the end of the month,” 
explains Ellis.

Other than the “luck of the draw” 
of the warmest first day, and the wild 
swing of the jet stream, there was little 
else of note in December, Ellis says. 

The lowest temperature reached 
in December was far below the record 
set in 1968 (-18.9°C last month vs the 
record of -30.6°C).

But the colder weather did affect 
overall temperature readings. The mean 
monthly temperature of -4.2°C was also 
lower than average, and Ellis notes it 
prompted more rain than snow to fall 
than usual.

“With the cooler than average 
temperatures, the usual pattern… 
allowed there to be 40% more 
snow than normal despite total 
monthly precipitation being 22% 
below average,” Ellis notes. “Total 
precipitation falling as rain was less 
than 10% of normal.”

Ellis says the weather pattern is 
shifting into the classic La Nina pattern, 
and we should see cooler, sunnier 
weather in the coming weeks.

‘We’re going to see a significant 
pattern in the mid-month, a week when 
we have high-pressure dominating,” 
he says.
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New Market Foods
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Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
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MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

Evergreen 
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments

250-265-0387

CLASSIFIED ADS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

MUSIC LESSONS

Local, organic 
homemade food
509 Harold Street

Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
250-355-2433

Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

ACCOUNTING 
FOR YOU 

Need to manage your GST, PST, 
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage 
Deduction remittances? 

We provide timely processing 
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and 
Financial Statements 

Sharie Merrifield 
25 years experience 
Email: sha01@telus.net 
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’) 
Tel: (250) 358-6806
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COMING EVENTS

CARD OF THANKS

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HEALTH

FOR RENT

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICES

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
SLOCAN VALLEY LEGACY FUND 
grant applications and information available 
at slocanvalleylegacy.com. Application 
deadline is March 18.

1983 THUNDERBIRD FOR SALE. 
250-777-1570.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
What an amazing opportunity to live your 
dream and own your own business. Become 
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and 
a quaint building on the main street of 
New Denver. The newspaper business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

A HUGE THANK YOU to those who 
donated food, money, and gifts for the 
Christmas hampers. The support and care 
from community members, local merchants 
and those who volunteer their time is critical 
to keeping this program running. We are 
also very grateful for the assistance from 
Columbia Basin Trust, Columbia Power 
and Food Banks Canada this past year. 
Food hampers are available the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of the month by calling 358-7787 
or 358-2676.

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com, www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
ca 

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL SPACE 
available for lease on Broadway in Nakusp. 
500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core commercial. 92 
W Broadway St. 250-265-1568.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES 
IS SEEKING A FULL-TIME DRIVER/
B O O M - T R U C K  O P E R AT O R . 
Candidates must be self-motivated, 
physically fit, willing to work in all weather 
and in a fast-paced environment. Boom-
truck, fork-lift, and skid-steer experience are 
strong assets. We offer a safe and inclusive 

workplace, paid training, staff discounts, 
bonuses, and a Health Services Plan. $20 
- $30/hr based on experience. Bring your 
resumé and meet the SBS crew, or send 
your resumé in confidence to clarence@
silvertonbuilding.ca.
LOOKING FOR CLEANING HELP 
for Kootenay Hot Springs, located adjacent 
to Halcyon Hot Springs north of Nakusp. 
$20/hr with travel fee if from out of town. 
Have a trailer? Park there for reduced rental 
fee, live and work option available. Perk: 
Free soak in our hot springs on scheduled 
dates. www.kootenayhotsprings.com 
email: hotspringrental@gmail.com, 250-
448-6111.
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display, nor otherwise use in any manner, 
PASQUALE BIELLO©. By this Copyright 
Notice both, juristic person and agent/s of the 
juristic person, hereinafter “Users” consent 
and agree that any use of PASQUALE 
BIELLO© renders this Copyright Notice 
a Secured Agreement wherein User is 
Debtor and Pasquale Biello© is Secured 
Party. This signifies contractual obligations 
that User, grants Secured Party a security 
interest in all of User’s assets in addition 
to a $500,000.00 per each occurrence 
of use of the common law copyrighted 
trademark name, PASQUALE BIELLO©. 
Any unauthorized use of PASQUALE 
BIELLO©, is strictly prohibited.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
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Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Store Hours 9am – 5pm 

Monday- Friday.  
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST Experience the 

WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

WANTED

COMMUNITY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70,  New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

PETS

SERVICES

on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of 
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES 
SOCIETY is a community resource, 
providing step-by-step information 
to assist in making informed choices 
when pre-planning a personalized, 
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION! 
Koots Kids Clothing Store, 222 Lake Ave., 
Silverton General Store. Used clothing and 
footwear accepted. Open on Saturdays 11 
am-3 pm or by appointment. Contact us at 
info@kootskids.ca or “Koots Kids Clothing 
Store” on Facebook.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.

submitted
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay (RDCK) is now one step 
closer to launching its regional 
composting services, with the recent 
approval from the Province to receive 
a CleanBC Organics Infrastructure 
and Collection Program (OICP) grant. 
The grant will contribute two-thirds 
of eligible costs (up to $1,196,057) 
for establishing curbside collection 
of organic materials in Castlegar and 
Creston in 2022. The RDCK will 
contribute the remaining one-third, 
up to $598,028. The funds will also 
support the launching of any new 
curbside collection services in any of 
the electoral areas within the RDCK.

The grant money will be used 
to pay for containers, educational 
materials, and staffing support 
for curbside programs in Creston, 
Castlegar and potential electoral area 
programs. OICP funding will also 
support in-depth consultation with 
residents living in electoral areas 
under consideration for curbside 
collection services in 2023.

“This project is a positive step 
in addressing climate change,” said 
Aimee Watson, RDCK board chair. 
“Needlessly landfilling food and 
other clean organic wastes creates a 
lot of methane, a major greenhouse 
gas; developing regional composting 
facilities will not only significantly 

RDCK composting service moves ahead
reduce emissions, but also enable 
what is currently being processed 
as waste to be turned into a valuable 
resource – an all-around win for the 
region.”

“Keeping organic waste out of 
landfills is part of our government’s 
commitment to reducing BC’s carbon 
footprint. The Province is pleased 
to support the Regional District of 
Central Kootenay’s work to lower 
emissions and expand curbside 
collection to rural communities in 
the region,” said George Heyman, 
Minister of Environment and Climate 
Change Strategy.

“We know from the experiences of 
other regions that the convenience and 
simplicity of curbside collection results 
in more households participating 
with the program, which means 
less food waste in the garbage and 
more clean compost for the region,” 
said Garry Jackman, RDCK Joint 
Resource Recovery Committee Chair. 
“The CleanBC program supports the 
RDCK in reaching our organic waste 
diversion and Climate Action goals.”

RDCK staff will work closely 
with their municipal partners to 
maximize grant dollars by sharing 
communication and education 
resources and ensuring that messaging 
is consistent throughout the region.

“We are always excited about 
collaborating with our municipal 

and regional partners to save money 
on new services for our residents,” 
said Kirk Duff, City of Castlegar 
Mayor. “This grant will help Castlegar 
prepare for the successful launch and 
implementation of the new curbside 
organics collection program which 
reduces garbage accumulation and 
organic waste going to the landfill.”

While not under OICP grant 
funding, the City of Nelson will 
be using an alternative to the 
conventional curbside collection by 
incorporation of a cleantech solution 
to divert organics from the waste 
stream; the new program is expected 
to roll out in 2022.

Curbside services in Castlegar, 
Creston, and Nelson will service 
approximately 10,074 households, 
however there is a strong business 
case for curbside collection in portions 
of RDCK electoral areas, which 
could increase the program size by 
an additional 8,707 households. The 
electoral areas being considered 
for curbside services are within 
a reasonable distance of the two 
compost facilities currently underway. 
To learn more about the RDCK’s 
approach to developing an organic 
waste program, please visit www.
rdck.ca/organics.

Compost facility construction 
is underway, with the Creston and 
Central (Salmo) compost facilities 

expected to be operational by spring 
and fall of 2022, respectively. Both 
compost facilities received two-
thirds funding through the Organics 
Infrastructure Program – Low Carbon 
Economy Leadership Fund by the 
Province of British Columbia and 
the Government of Canada. The 
Ootischenia Landfill and Grohman 
Narrows Transfer Station will both 
undergo upgrades in 2022 to facilitate 
organics collection and transfer.

“This grant funding is a great 
compliment to our composting 
program starting operations in 
2022,” said Amy Wilson, RDCK 
Resource Recovery Manager. “The 
Creston, Central (Salmo), Grohman, 
and Ootischenia facilities will be 
accepting both residential and 
commercial organics, including all the 
food waste that doesn’t belong in your 
backyard compost like meats, bones, 
fats, sauces, and soiled paper. This 
additional grant funding will kick-
start these new curbside collection 
programs resulting in higher organics 
diversion.”

T h e  C l e a n B C  O r g a n i c s 
Infrastructure and Collection Program 
will support communities throughout 
BC, by investing up to $25.9 million 
in new, or expanded, organic waste 
processing infrastructure, and 
residential organic waste collection 
programs.
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

RECYCLING

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

ADVERTISING
Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

January 21,
2022

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The number of COVID-19 cases 
in the West Kootenay skyrocketed in 
the last two weeks of December, as 
the omicron variant of the disease 
continues its exponential growth in 
the region and worldwide.

Interior Health’s Trail area saw 
121 new cases from December 16 to 
January 1, and Nelson saw 69 new 
cases. The Arrow Lakes area, from 
Edgewood to Silverton, had 17 new 
cases, while North Kootenay Lake 
had four. That’s more than double 
the cases in the previous reporting 
period for the Arrow Lakes, and 
the first cases recorded in the North 
Kootenay Lake area in several 
weeks. 

Analysts say those numbers are 
likely well under the actual case 

COVID numbers swell in West Kootenay as omicron spreads
numbers in the area, as testing and 
reporting lag behind in rural areas.
Omicron on the loose

More recent numbers from 
provincial health authorities show the 
omicron variant has also upended the 
statistics on who is getting infected. 
The highly contagious variant seems 
able to resist vaccinations, and even 
with vaccination rates for people 
five years of age and older hovering 
around 85-90% (somewhat lower in 
the West Kootenay), many people 
are still getting infected.

In fact, fully vaccinated people 
made up 82% of all new cases 
between December 31 and January 
6, while the unvaccinated made up 
about 15% of new cases.

That’s a result of so many 
more people being vaccinated, of 
course. When adjusted as a rate 

per 100,000 people, unvaccinated 
people are far more likely to be 
hospitalized (adjusting for age, 35.5 
unvaccinated people per 100,000 end 
up in hospital, compared to 5.3 for 
vaccinated people). Unvaccinated 
people are also far more likely to 
end up in the ICU.

“The unvaccinated make up less 
than 10% of BC’s population, but 
they comprise more than half of the 
COVID-19 ICU admissions,” says 
Miranda Hughes, a retired New 
Denver doctor who monitors COVID 
numbers in this area. “Statistics 
comparing the risk between 
vaccinated and unvaccinated people 
show that vaccination continues to 
offer good protection from severe 
disease.”

The incredible spread of the 
omicron variant had health officials 

warning that not only will hospitals 
be under siege later this month, but 
business, government and schools 
all face massive disruption over the 
coming weeks – and should prepare 
for losing up to a third of their 
workers to sick leave.

In the latest report available 
on press day, the three-day period 
from January 7 to 10, the Province 
recorded 6,966 new cases of COVID 
(1,393 in Interior Health), and seven 
new deaths. There were no deaths 
recorded in the Interior Health 
region in the time period.
Clinics

Meanwhile, the Province has 
opened up booster shot appointments 
to anyone over the age of 18, in order 
to increase the protection offered by 
the vaccines. You are eligible for a 
booster shot six months after your 

second shot. 
Regular vaccination clinics are 

being held as usual in Kaslo, Nakusp, 
Nelson and Castlegar, and there are 
special clinics for children 5-11.

Here are the upcoming clinics 
in the Valley Voice readership area 
for the next two weeks: Children 
5-11: Castlegar- January 13, 20, 
27; Nelson - January 13, 18, 22, 25, 
27; Slocan Park - January 20. Ages 
12+: Castlegar - January 14, 15, 17, 
21, 24, 28, 29 & 31; Nakusp - every 
Wednesday; Nelson - January 13, 14, 
17, 19, 21, 22, 24, 26, 27, 28 & 31; 
Slocan Park - January 20.

Visit the Interior Health website 
for more information on how to book 
an appointment. People seeking a 
first or second shot don’t need an 
appointment and can just drop in to 
the clinics.



January 13, 2022   The Valley Voice  19COMMUNITY

MOLLUSCS IN 
WINTER

Molluscs include snails, mussels, clams. BC’s 85 
freshwater species occur in wet habitats, especially 
along shallow edges (warmer, more food). At risk 
from pollutants such as oils and soaps at the edge 
of water bodies; habitat loss and declining water 
quality; introduction of non-native species which 
out-compete them. Survive winter by burrowing into 
mud or retreating to unfrozen areas. 

Wishes the best for our regional community in 2022!
The Valley Voice is still going strong, thanks to you! HUGE thanks to our readers, 

advertisers, contributors, subscribers and voluntary subscribers.
We ask for your continued support in 2022:

• Consider a voluntary subscription – a contribution towards our cost of delivering the 
Valley Voice to your mailbox. Suggested amount is $10 - $50.
• Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in the Valley Voice.

• Advertise with us.
• Keep submitting those letters and articles.

Proud to be producing an independently and locally owned regional community newspaper 
in the West Kootenay!

website: www.valleyvoice.ca • email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
Tel:   Toll-free 1-833-501-1700 • Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

by Jan McMurray
Some local buses have had to 

be cancelled recently, and schedules 
have had to be changed.

“The West Kootenay transit 
system is currently experiencing 
service challenges due to employee 
illness, which has resulted in the 
need to sometimes alter schedules 
and cancel routes on short notice,” 
states a BC Transit written statement 
to the Valley Voice. 

All changes are being posted on 
the BC Transit website as soon as 

possible. Customers can sign up for 
route-specific email notifications, 
as well. Visit bctransit.com/west-
kootenay/schedules-and-maps/alerts 
to see alerts and to sign up for email 
notifications, or call 1-855-933-3100.

“Like many customer-facing 
organizations, BC Transit is 
currently facing a labour shortage. 
The organization is working hard 
to rectify this issue and currently 
has a transit operator recruitment 
campaign underway,” the statement 
says.

Local bus schedule disruptions 
caused by labour shortage

submitted
The Regional District of 

Central Kootenay (RDCK) is 
now accepting grant applications 
for the Columbia Basin Trust 
(CBT) Community Initiatives 
and Affected Areas Program 
(CIP/AAP). The deadline for 
applications is February 11 at 
4:30 pm.

The programs support local 
projects that provide additional 
value to Basin communities and 
that benefit the broad community 
and public good. The CIP/AAP 
are intended to be flexible and 
incorporate community-based 
funding decisions. Program funds 
are distributed annually to the 
Trust’s regional government and 
Indigenous partners, including 
the RDCK.

Last year, 280 applications 
were received, of which 265 
were approved. The majority of 
projects that received funding 
were supporting cultural, social, 

CBT Community Initiatives grant program open
environmental and economic 
projects.

The granting allocation for 
the RDCK for the 2021-2022 is 
$1,486,212.

“As a basin community, we at 
the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay continue to benefit 
from Columbia Basin Trust’s 

long-term commitment to support 
and build up local projects in our 
area,” said Aimee Watson, chair 
of the RDCK board of directors. 
“We look forward to seeing the 
submissions and having our 
community participate in the 
engagement process that the CIP 
and AAP program requires.”

submitted
Oxygen Art Centre launches the 

first phase of an online youth arts 
education program entitled ‘freezer 
cheese.’ Generously supported by 
the BC Arts Council Pivot Program 
and Osprey Community Foundation, 
‘freezer cheese’ offers a series of six 
free art demonstration videos for 
youth (ages 15 - 30) and gift cards to 
purchase art supplies to follow along.

Art demonstration videos are 
led by Oxygen’s artist instructors 
featuring mediums such as concrete 
poetry, stop-motion animation, 
colour theory, painting portraiture, 

Oxygen launches youth arts education program
and everything in between! All 
videos are available on Oxygen’s 
YouTube channel and website.

Instructors include regional 
artists Kristy Gordon, Jaymie 
Johnson, Rayya Liebich, Brian Lye, 
Deborah Thompson, and prOphecy 
sun, and features a digital animation 
by Jonathan Ramos and an original 
soundtrack by Ok Vancouver Ok. 
All six of the videos are edited 
by emerging videographer Grady 
Robertson.

Free art supply gift cards are 
generously supported by Cowan’s 
Office Supplies Ltd. (Nelson, 

Canada) and are available to youth, 
ages 15-30, who are located in the 
West Kootenay region on a first-
come first-serve basis. Sign-up to 
receive your gift card by visiting 
Oxygen’s website. Gift cards will be 
mailed to participants with a material 
list and ‘freezer cheese’ sticker. Each 
video is accompanied by a material 
list for folks to access the same or 
similar supplies.

The overarching project takes 
place until April 2022 under the 
title, ‘freezer cheese,’ derived from 
the fated piece of cheese – dairy or 
otherwise – that sits safely in the 

freezer awaiting the moment it is 
needed for nutrition, for comfort, 
for enjoyment. It is a reminder of the 
ongoing pandemic, but also evokes a 
sense of play and curiosity.

This project is generously 
supported by British Columbia 
Arts Council, Osprey Community 
Foundation, and Cowan’s Office 
Supplies Ltd.

submitted
Ombudsperson Jay Chalke released 

his final update on an investigation 
highlighting gaps in oversight of the 
regulatory scheme that seeks to protect 
some of BC’s most sensitive ecosystems. 

The Ombudsperson’s initial 2014 
report Striking a Balance examined 
the Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Operations’ use of what’s known 
as a professional reliance model in 

Government oversight of professional reliance system improved
the protection of land surrounding 
streams, lakes and inland waters when 
development occurs. 

Under  the Riparian Areas 
Protection Regulation, government 
relies on the registered members of five 
environmental professions (agrologists, 
applied biologists, applied science 
technologists/technicians, engineers 
and foresters) to conduct assessments 
and make recommendations to protect 

riparian areas from development, while 
government provides oversight. The 
Ombudsperson’s investigation found 
there were significant gaps in how this 
system operates and recommended 
changes to strengthen oversight, 
compliance with the law, public 
accountability and transparency. 

“Clearly with the growing challenges 
presented by climate change, the need 
to have environmental professionals 

adhering to the highest standards is more 
critical than ever,” said Ombudsperson 
Jay Chalke. “Our initial investigation 
found oversight in this sector was 
lacking and I’m encouraged to see the 
Province putting mechanisms in place 
that will give the public confidence 
in environmental decisions that could 
seriously impact the communities they 
live in.” 

The Ombudsperson’s 2014 report 
made 25 recommendations, 18 of which 
have now been implemented, including:

• All individuals who are eligible to 
conduct assessments under the Riparian 
Areas Protection Regulation must 
now complete a mandatory training 
course. The list of individuals who have 
successfully completed the course is 
publicly available (Recommendation 5).

• The ministry, in cooperation with 
the relevant professional associations, 
completed and released professional 
practice guidelines. These guidelines set 
out a standard of professional conduct 
for individuals who conduct assessments 
(Recommendation 7).

• The ministry now establishes expiry 
dates for assessment reports, ensuring 
information and recommendations 
in those reports reflect current site 
conditions (Recommendation 8).

• The ministry reviews assessment 
reports to ensure they are complete and 

in compliance with the regulation before 
notifying local governments, which 
provide the final development approval. 
(Recommendations 10 and 12).

“While these steps demonstrate 
that important progress has been made, 
I am calling on the ministry to continue 
to improve the professional reliance 
model in the Riparian Areas Protection 
Regulation,” said Chalke. Some of the 
key recommendations where work is still 
in progress include: 

• Strengthening the use of site visits to 
track compliance and taking appropriate 
action where non-compliance is detected 
(Recommendation 13).

• Developing and implementing 
a process for post-development 
effectiveness monitoring and reporting 
(Recommendation 16).

• Ensuring regular public reporting 
on the Riparian Areas Protection 
Regulation (Recommendations 
19,20,21).

“While this update concludes 
my office’s formal monitoring of 
government’s implementation of our 
2014 recommendations, we will continue 
to receive and investigate complaints 
from the public relating to government’s 
protection of these sensitive ecosystems,” 
said Chalke.

The report can be found at 
bcombudsperson.ca. 

Last Stand West Kootenay held a protest at the Selkirk Natural Resource District at 4 Mile on January 4 with demands for an immediate 
moratorium on old-growth logging. The group participated in the December 8 protest at Enterprise Creek, which resulted in the deferral of 

harvesting until summer this year.
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by Jan McMurray
A report designed to help 

people from our region get ready 
for land use planning has just been 
published, and will be presented 
in an online public session on 
January 18. 

The Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative (Y2Y) 
commissioned Selkirk College 
to produce the report, called 
‘Community-Led Land Use 
Management and Planning: A 
review of opportunities and best 
practices for the Upper Columbia 
region.’ Nadine Raynolds and 
Candace Batycki of Y2Y and Moe 
Nadeau and Lauren Rethoret of 
Selkirk College made up the project 
team.

“We commissioned the report 
because we heard from a wide 
range of people and organizations 
that there was interest in this,” said 
Nadine Raynolds, Upper Columbia 
program manager at Y2Y and New 
Denver area resident. “There’s 
a lot of common ground around 
initiating land use planning in this 
region among local governments, 
conservation organizations, 
recreation organizations and the 
business community. So because 
we don’t have an up-to-date land 
use plan or any strategic direction 
or guidance on management of our 
lands and waters, we wanted to help 
bring information to communities 
and help them think about what they 

Getting ready for land use planning
could do, about how communities 
can get prepared and get guidance 
on what readiness looks like.”

The report explains that 
provincial government launched 
‘modernized land use planning’ 
(MLUP) in 2018, but doesn’t 
have the resources to serve all BC 
communities right away.

According to the provincial 
MLUP website, the government 
is currently working on five 
different land use plans. Moe 
Nadeau, researcher on the project 
team for the Y2Y report, said she 
understands the Province is also 
working on documents to provide 
details about the MLUP process.

“While the BC government 
works to effectively conduct 
planning activities within their 
pre-defined priority areas, it is 
integral for communities in need to 
lay the groundwork for an effective, 
respectful, inclusive, and well-
supported planning process. The 
information provided in this report 
will prepare communities and 
empower them to work together 
to manage the lands that surround 
them,” says the executive summary 
in the report.

The report discusses community 
land use planning and gives a 
history of land use planning in 
BC. It also provides case studies of 
community land use planning and 
a section on best practices.

The report researchers did 

case studies of eight community 
land use planning processes, and 
interviewed representatives from 
the case study communities, as well 
as government officials involved in 
the MLUP process. The main goal 
of the study was to identify best 
practices and tools for success. 
A list of criteria for readiness 
included in the report “came from 
interviews with government staff,” 
said Raynolds.

“That’s one thing that was 
brought to light in the interviews,” 
Nadeau said. “You set yourself up 
for success once you have all the 
criteria completed. If the Province 
can see that communities have a 
functioning system in place and are 
willing to do the work, they see it 
as a higher priority project.”

Raynolds  added tha t  in 
interviews with community 
members involved in the case-
studied land use plans, a recurring 
theme was that land use planning 
is a very empowering process. 
“A representative from one of the 
case studies told us that land use 
planning can be ‘one of the most 
profound exercises in democracy 
possible,’” she said. “Here in 
our communities, people have a 
strong sense of identity to place, 
so it would be very empowering to 
get to participate and have a say in 
what this place is going to be like 
in the future.”

The Upper Columbia stretches 

from Slocan Lake and North 
Kootenay Lake and Invermere 
in the south, to Valemount in the 
north. Raynolds said she thinks a 
planning project for a smaller area 
would be more manageable and 
successful.

“In our area, I think there is 
a lot of interest in the Hwy 31A 
corridor,” she said. “We’re seeing 
a lot more use there. If RDCK 
Areas D and H and the Villages 
of New Denver, Silverton and 
Kaslo say they want to do this and 

show they’re ready, hopefully the 
Province would get on board.”

One of the things the Province 
wants to see is  Indigenous 
g o v e r n m e n t  i n v o l v e m e n t . 
Raynolds noted that this is difficult 
in our area, as there are multiple 
nations claiming territory and no 
reconciliation agreements in place.

V i s i t  y 2 y . n e t /
UpperColumbiaPlanning to 
register for the free online session 
on Tuesday, January 18 from 10 to 
11 am, and to read the report.

CORRECTION
The last bullet point in the 

Silverton council notes in our 
December 16 issue is about 
the presentation by The Wild 
Connection concerning the Zincton 
all-seasons resort proposal. In the 
last paragraph, we wrote: “Clarence 
denBok said this looked like a 
clear case of a battle of competing 
interests. He asked whether TWC 
had figured out the economic value 
of leaving the area undeveloped.” In 
fact, Councillor Clarence DenBok 
did not ask this question; a member 
of the public did.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Sandon woman has had 
the criminal charges against her 
dropped.

Vida Turok was facing charges 
of mischief and uttering threats 
after an incident last summer 
when a woman used a chainsaw 
to damage a bridge in the historic 
community.

Turok was scheduled in early 
November to go to trial on the 
charges this month. However, in 
an appearance in late November, 
Crown attorney Rebecca Smyth 
placed a stay of proceedings on 
both charges against the 50-year-
old woman.

Charges stayed in 
Sandon mischief case

No reason was given in court 
documents for the sudden end to 
the case.


