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Agreement signed to stop old-growth logging in Enterprise Creek
by Moe Lyons
In these times of heightened
emotions around old-growth logging,
a Kootenay community has managed
something remarkable.
Loggers and citizens have
reached an agreement that will
see logging cease immediately
in the Slocan Valley’s Enterprise
Creek area (cutblocks 12-14 in the
Timber Creek drainage), at least until
summer. The tenure holder, Interfor,
has also agreed to consult with the
local Autonomous Sinixt about any
further logging, and to engage with
them about developments in their
tum xula7xw (homeland).
The agreement was reached at a
lengthy meeting on December 9 in
New Denver, following a blockade
and demonstration at Enterprise
Creek, south of Silverton, the
day before. People at the meeting
included representatives from
Interfor, Reitmeier Logging (the
logging contractor), the Autonomous
Sinixt, Valhalla Wilderness Society,
Last Stand Kootenays, Fairy Creek
blockaders, and concerned citizens.
“We appreciate the interest
our communities have in how
government and industry manage
BC forests,” said Ryan Weltz,
Interfor’s woodlands manager for
the Kootenays, in a statement to
the Valley Voice. “We understand
that there may be disagreements,
but our company is always open to
constructive dialogue undertaken in
a spirit of mutual respect where all

interests are listened to.”
Weltz’s statement said Interfor
reps were “pleased to meet with
the concerned citizens first on the
forest road and later in New Denver
and reach what we believe to be a
mutually satisfactory outcome which
puts a priority on addressing burnt
forest stands, safety, and deactivating
the road that had been built.”
The Enterprise Creek area has
seen extensive fire activity over the
last 10 years, with 2,000 hectares
burned in the Timber Creek drainage
in the Mt. Ruppel fire this past
summer. Craig Pettitt of the Valhalla
Wilderness Society points out in a
recent letter to the local forest district
manager that logging companies
should not be allowed to cut green
timber, let alone old-growth, when
there is an abundance of burned
timber that should be salvaged as
soon as possible before the wood
dries out and loses its value. He
further points out that logging the
burnt stands would facilitate safer
tree planting, allowing the areas to
green up faster and contribute to
hydrological recovery.
The agreement to defer the
logging operation and to consult with
the Sinixt was signed and delivered
on December 10. Now, Reitmeier
Logging will rehabilitate road work
and remove all their equipment.
The citizens’ camp will not interfere
with the logging company taking
out the logs already decked. Up to
four observers will remain on-site to

witness the shutting down of logging
activities in Enterprise Creek, which
could take up to 10 days.

The agreement was precipitated
by a blockade on Enterprise
Creek Forest Service Road and

demonstration at the highway on
December 8. About 30 people arrived
continued on page 2

A blockade and demonstration on December 8 to protest against old-growth logging at Enterprise Creek resulted in an agreement to defer the logging operation.
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Agreement signed to stop old-growth logging in Enterprise Creek
continued from page 1
at 3 am to block access to the logging
operation, and about 50 gathered at
the highway at noon.
Blockaders report that the
first loggers arrived at 3:30 am,
followed by various other workers.
All were turned back. Later, David
Karassowitsch from Interfor
appeared on the scene, and talked

to the blockaders, saying he was
just there to gather information. The
blockaders report that everyone who
came listened respectfully while
they talked about “alternatives and
holding space.”
Against the backdrop of a huge
banner that read, ‘West Kootenay
Watershed Solidarity’ with a list
of watersheds throughout the area,

Sending you all warm wishes of health
and happiness through the holidays
and into the New Year!
Thanks for all your support.
Closed Dec 25 & 26 and Jan 1

Rutabaga’s Whole Foods
Main Street, New Denver

people at the demonstration engaged
in intense conversations and at one
point, formed a circle. New Denver
resident Al Richardson offered up a
blessing on behalf of the Sinixt, and
several people spoke.
Rosie K, a forest ecologist,
described the trees in the harvesting
area as “really exceptional.”
“In the kind of forest we have
here, there are not very many
spruce this big, and there are not
many of them,” she said. “They
grow in fragments, scattered, and
are phenomenally important to
biodiversity. They are the best
examples of what is left in that valley
and there are not many left.”
She also said extreme logging
right next to parks is not uncommon,
because it seems as if so much is

Thank You!
to all my customers for
another great season.
Wishing you and
your families a Merry
Christmas and a Happy,

May you have peace
in your heart
this holiday season!
- Chris and Brian
Karibu Park Cottages & Campground, Winlaw
www.karibupark.com • 1-888-452-7428

being protected. “They’re just not
looking at landscape-level ecology,”
she said. “They see it as a trade-off.”
One of the demonstrators said
she was pleasantly surprised that
the loggers and Interfor rep seemed
interested in some of their ideas.
“We are trying to reform the logging
industry somehow, which is not an
easy task, but we have no intention
of confronting or villainizing them.
We know the values of industry to
the workers in particular.”
Several of the young people at
the demonstration had been at Fairy
Creek, and said they wanted to bring
the experience they gained there to
like-minded folks in the Kootenays.
“The industry is just delaying what
needs to be done,” one of the youth
said. “We’re being proactive, saying,
‘do it now while there is still some
time.’”
One concern expressed was
that everyone needs to be in “right
relation” to the Indigenous people of
the area, in this case the Sinixt. “This
is something the environmental
movement needs to be as aware of as
the loggers,” one demonstrator said.
Teresa Smed, who lives on
Enterprise Creek, brought her little
daughter, Anastasia, because “I
want her to know she has a voice.

Healthy New Year!
Your local support
keeps me here!

Rob, Charlotte
& Drew

She loves these trees. And this is
our first blockade, for both of us!”
On the other hand, some of the
demonstrators had been at protests
at the New Denver Flats in the ’80s
and ’90s.
The demonstration and blockade
were sparked when on December
5, a group of people went up to the
cutblocks at about 16 kilometres
to inspect the trees that were being
decked. Sinixt matriarch Marilyn
James was among them, and laid
down tobacco, giving a blessing to
the trees and to those who wanted
to protect them. People examined
the cutblocks and the decked logs,
counted the rings, and took pictures
of large old-growth that had been
cut. Pettitt’s letter says trees in the
log decks at the site were aged at
250+ years old.
KL Kivi, who works closely with
the Autonomous Sinixt, informed
a few people about the harvesting,
and the blockade and demonstration
were planned and publicized in three
days. “People were so ready to act.
It’s like we lit the spark and the fuel
was already there. We have been
experiencing so much love, it’s so
meaningful,” she said.
As this issue of the paper goes
to press, people are still on the road
at Enterprise Creek. The activists
expressed the conviction that this
is only one part of a much bigger
movement both here and throughout
the province.
“This marks the beginning of our
intensive collective engagement on
these issues, not the end,” Kivi said.
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COVID tickets dropped for Slocan Valley freedom rally organizer
by Jan McMurray
Two of three tickets issued to a
Slocan Valley woman for organizing
freedom rallies in Nelson and Castlegar
have been dropped in court. Each ticket
carried a fine of $2,300, for a total of
$6,900.
“This feels like a victory – it is really
wonderful news!” Nadine Podmoroff
said in an interview.
To dispute the tickets, Podmoroff
was represented by a lawyer from
the Justice Centre for Constitutional
Freedoms, which provides pro bono
legal representation to protect the
Charter rights and freedoms of
Canadians.
Jay Cameron, litigation director at
the Justice Centre, says in a press release:
“The scientific data unequivocally
shows that outdoor public gatherings are
not, and never were, a public health risk.
Tickets were issued to those protesting
lockdowns to prevent dissent and citizen
activism, full stop.”
The first rally Podmoroff organized
was in Castlegar on December 21 last
year. She says she notified the Castlegar
RCMP detachment commander in
advance, and was told she would not
be ticketed if all City bylaws were
followed. However, she says even
though the event was peaceful and
no bylaws were broken, he came to
her house two days later to issue the
$2,300 ticket.
“I was shocked to see him at my
door,” Podmoroff recalls. “He told me
he was issuing the ticket for breaching
the public events order of the provincial
health officer.”
On August 21, 2020, Public Safety
Minister Mike Farnworth announced
that there would be fines for noncompliance with provincial health
orders. Throughout the pandemic,
there have been limits on the number
of people allowed at indoor and outdoor
gatherings. Currently, the government’s
COVID-19 web page states: “Violation
tickets of $2,300 can be issued to event
organizers who host a non-compliant
event. For example, an event exceeding
capacity limits outlined in the order.”
Podmoroff organized a second
protest on February 6, 2021 in Castlegar
and a third on April 3 in Nelson. The
two tickets she received for those events
were dropped on November 15 in
Nelson court, along with a ticket issued
to another participant of the April 3

protest in Nelson. The Justice Centre had
filed a Notice of Constitutional Question
on November 5, challenging the validity
of the tickets issued to Podmoroff and
to the other rally participant.
However, Podmoroff’s first ticket
from the December rally last year is
still outstanding. She and her Justice
Centre lawyer were to appear in Nelson
court on December 15 to dispute it.
The Justice Centre has sent a letter
to the Crown, inviting it to drop her
remaining ticket on the basis of the
Beaudoin vs. British Columbia case,
where Chief Justice Hinkson declared
that the restrictions on outdoor protests
in BC at that time violated the Charter
and were of no force or effect.
Podmoroff is very grateful
to the Justice Centre, “a Canadian
legal organization and federally
registered charity that defends
citizens’ fundamental freedoms under
the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, through pro bono legal
representation and through educating
Canadians about the free society,”
according to their website.
“I feel it is very important to support
the Justice Centre’s work at this time,”
Podmoroff said. “They don’t accept
any government funding – without
our support, their work would not be
possible. They provide free lawyers
to those who are exercising their
Charter rights, and they are taking five
provincial governments to court to
challenge the constitutionality of these
lockdowns and mandates. They are
not allowing governments to ignore
the harms of the lockdowns, like
unemployment, poverty, stress, and
depression. They are challenging the
constitutionality of mandatory vaccines,
vaccine passports, quarantine hotels and
travel restrictions.”
A Justice Centre press release says
the centre “represents hundreds of
individuals across Canada who have
been ticketed for allegedly breaching
public health orders by participating
in peaceful protests, uncovering their
faces, attending church, providing
services during lockdowns, receiving
friends and family into their homes,
and refusing to discriminate against
their fellow citizens by denying entry
to their businesses.”
Other tickets issued to people
represented by the Justice Centre’s
lawyers for holding in-person religious

services have also been recently dropped
in BC.
However, the Justice Centre reports
that in some places, the government has
shown an unwillingness to drop COVID
tickets. “For example, in the Fraser
Valley, the Justice Centre is defending

individuals on dozens of $2,800 tickets
they received for participating in inperson religious services. In Fort St.
John, the Crown is proceeding against
a church that was ticketed for recording
a Zoom service in its building, with
its necessary staff, pastor and worship

leaders present,” a Justice Centre press
release says.
“The Justice Centre will continue
to defend BC citizens against the
government’s unjust violation of their
Charter rights,” Cameron says in the
press release.

On behalf of the Board of Directors
and all Staff at Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Community Services, we would like to
wish you a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!!
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Locals like first look at Campbell Field plans, but have traffic concerns
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Local traffic concerns, parking
and taxes were among the issues
raised by people taking part in
a review of the Campbell Field
recreation project.
About 20 people showed up for
an online workshop December 1
on the Regional District of Central
Kootenay’s proposals for the field,
an 8.5-hectare property near the
Playmor junction.
RDCK Area H Director Walter

Popoff welcomed the participants to
the meeting.
“This is a project for the overall
community,” he said. “It is the
community that gets involved that
will decide what happens there.”
The RDCK is proposing two
different options for the field,
based on responses to a survey
in 2020 asking the public for its
preferences for the site. More than
1,000 people and groups responded,
highlighting they wanted a focus on
a performance space, hiking, biking,

Best Wishes
for a Wonderful
Holiday and a
very Happy New
Year!
Ken & Darcy Wanstall
Pacific Inland Pole &
Piling Co. 2004 Ltd.

and other lightly organized sports.
(See ‘Possible futures explored for
Campbell Field rec complex,’ Valley
Voice, December 2).
During the 90-minute ‘virtual
information session,’ staff went into
detail about their thinking behind the
two options – an ‘indoor’ focus vs.
an ‘outdoor’ focus – and responded
to comments from local residents.
Participants raised several issues,
including impact on the local elk
herd from all the new traffic. Elk
aside, traffic and parking were
recurring themes. The consultants
and architects said they recognized
early on in their planning there
would be conflicting interests with
that issue, and careful study would
have to be done to mitigate potential
problems.
“At this level of detail, we
haven’t got into transportation, or
an analysis of sidewalk or pathway
positioning,” said Rob Parks from
RCS Strategies, a consultant on the
project. “One of our big concerns
with developing some kind of event
centre in this location is the impact of
vehicle movements and parking…”
“There would need to be traffic
analysis and studies, and likely
improvements with roadways to
deal with events. They’re a big
challenge, I have to admit,” he added.

“If you have to drop in a facility
– whether indoor or outdoor – to
accommodate 1,000-1500 people,
it does create traffic. There’s no
massive community that will come
from nearby by foot or bicycle, so a
vehicle will be a common modality.”
But it wasn’t only traffic and
parking that will need more study
before staff will have answers. How
much it would cost taxpayers for
either option couldn’t be answered at
this time, said the RDCK’s General
Manager for Community Services.
“We haven’t pegged a cost,”
said Joe Chirico. “But what we do
know is that if the project leans more
heavily on the indoor, that would be
a more expensive project than if it
leans more heavily on the outdoor
elements.
“The who is paying also depends
on what the elements are,” he added,
noting the survey included asking
people farther afield what they are
willing to support at the site. “What
are interests that would draw people
from Nelson and Castlegar? That
is where this sense of [having a
performance space] came from…
in order to draw people there, this
is how we can draw people to that
space.”
Popoff noted the more buy-in
from other areas, the less the project

would cost local people.
“The wider the community
participation is, with Nelson and
Castlegar, the better our tax portion
will be,” he added. “I’m a taxpayer
too, and I want to keep taxes down. If
we broaden the community concept
and bring more communities into it,
we can share the cost of this facility –
whatever’s decided to be there – and
our taxes will be lower.”
Now that the public input portion
is complete, staff will go back to
the drawing board to come up with
more details on impacts, options
and prices.
However, its not clear if or when
the project would have to go to
taxpayers for a referendum or some
other approval process. There’s also
no timeline for when the sod would
be turned on the project – if at all.
“After this consultation process is
done, the project may be presented to
the public to review and validate, but
this will be dependent upon public
ambition and political consultation
at the completion of this part of the
process,” Chirico told the Valley
Voice in an email. “If the project
moves forward, the design plans and
other information would be available
before any approval process.
“We’re not at the point of a
referendum. We’re at the point of
asking the public permission to do
something. We’re at the point where
we want to know what the public
wants. And we’re still fleshing that
out.”
The pandemic and regional
government priorities will also
determine how fast the development
moves along, Chirico added.

Holiday Hours:
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January 1
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RDCK wants concerns addressed before supporting Zincton
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Regional politicians say they
can’t support the proposed Zincton
all-seasons resort without major
issues being addressed.
Last week, Regional District of
Central Kootenay directors debated
what feedback to give the provincial
government on the proposed resort,
which would be located about eight
kilometres east of New Denver.
The public comment period for
the project was extended to midDecember.
In a draft response written on
behalf of the RDCK board by RDCK
Planner Dana Hawkins, the Regional
District tells the Mountain Resorts
Branch it has concerns about the
project’s effect on an area already
heavily impacted by humans.
“Although this proposal holds
potential to bring positive impacts to
the region, the RDCK has particular
concern with any decision being
made by the Province with respect
to land use in this area without first
understanding the cumulative effect
of the anthropogenic impacts on
this land,” the planner wrote. “We
encourage the Province to undertake
a Cumulative Effects Study to better
understand those impacts prior to, or
as a part of, the assessment of any
application for use in this area.”
“At this time, the RDCK cannot
support the proposal until remaining
concerns are addressed,” it says.

Areas needing study

The RDCK’s feedback says
directors want to see a close
evaluation of issues like First
Nations engagement and the socioeconomic and environmental impacts
of the proposal. They also expressed
concern about the potential of Zincton
becoming its own municipality (see
sidebar).
The report says the proposed
tenure has the potential to further
intensify use in the area. The RDCK
wants the assessments to identify the
current public and private uses of
the land, the environmental capacity
of the lands, and the limitations
and long-term impacts of future
intensification on the area.
“This assessment should
consider the impacts across the
whole Highway 31A corridor, and
include consideration of the existing
tenures, the proposed tenure, and the
relationship of these to public uses

and the environment,” the report
suggests.
The report says more study has
to be done on the economic impacts,
noting that the business plan indicates
the resort village will provide guests
with accommodation, and places to
shop and eat.
“As such, the development
is likely to be insular in nature,
operating independently from all
other settlements,” it says. “In order
to provide more widespread benefit,
it is queried whether provisions could
be put in place to sell local produce
and goods? In addition, could trips to
the local communities be promoted
and encouraged?”
Staff will be housed on-site,
which is good for reducing some
housing pressure but can also reduce
the need to hire locals, the report says.
“An option for housing staff in
purpose-built accommodation in
one of the nearby municipalities
should also be explored, as onsite accommodation could further
encourage the insular nature of
the resort,” the author writes.
“With employees living on-site,
the likelihood and need to employ
locally is reduced. Would there be
mechanisms in place to prioritize
hiring local employees? What
measures would be put in place
to encourage and facilitate local
employment?”
The RDCK report doesn’t
completely pan the project however,
noting the proponent’s focus on
human-powered recreation, and
“adherence to sustainability
principles in the development and
operation of the project.”
“This proposal holds potential
to bring positive impacts to the
region, and we are encouraged
by the applicant’s objectives of a
development that is environmentally,
socially and culturally responsible,”
the report states. “While the goals
and objectives of the proposal
are supported, there are however
concerns regarding the scale of the
development, its environmental
impact and the wider socioeconomic
implications on surrounding local
communities, particularly in reference
to services and infrastructure.”

Other concerns

Among other bureaucratic
considerations, the RDCK notes the
size and intensity of the development
is beyond the scope of the current

local Official Community Plan, and
an amendment to that plan should
be required.
“This would provide for
further public engagement on the
desirableness of the proposal and
consideration of the impacts, and
would ensure that all individuals
and points of view are respected
in the development process,” the
report says.
A proper study on how emergency
services would access the site
should be done, and a Watercourse
Development Permit would also have
to be issued, the report says.
“Due to these unknowns, RDCK
requests further study of the socioeconomic impacts of the proposed
development. We respectfully request
the Province consider providing
funding to the RDCK to hire our own
consultant for the further evaluation
of socio-economic impacts,” the
report says.
While the RDCK was reluctant
to comment on the environmental
impacts in the area by the project,
they say the Province should
require an independent, third-party
review done of the proponent’s own
environmental consultants.

First Nation calls for
pause

The RDCK’s rural directors
almost took a tougher stance against
the project at a committee meeting
the day before the monthly board
meeting.
The Rural Affairs Committee on
December 8 heard that the Yaqan

Nukiy of the Ktunaxa Nation
(Lower Kootenay Band) had
contacted the RDCK, requesting
them to ask the Province to hold
the project in abeyance – to put the
project on temporary hold.
The First Nation from the south
end of Kootenay Lake considers the
area part of its unceded territory and
wants more information before a
decision is made.
“They have asked us to join
them in recommending an abeyance
on this application,” said planning
manager Sangita Sudan. “…at this
time they’re not going to support
this application, and they wish to
undertake more studies to understand
the concerns they have of the use in
this area before any other decisions
are made in approving Zincton to go
further down the road of approvals.”
That had Area D Director Aimee

Watson calling for the Regional
District to follow the First Nation’s
lead on the matter.
“We also know they as well are
looking for further information and
are not comfortable,” said Watson.
“…we’re acknowledging First
Nations are requesting that this has a
better review and the whole system
needs to change, so we’re respecting
that. And as an elected official I’ve
opposed all tourism applications as
a whole based on reconciliation, and
the fact we have to change the way

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
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WE BUY CARS &
TRUCKS

359-7815
1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD,
SOUTH SLOCAN
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we manage land.”

“Counterproductive”

Watson’s motion called for
the Province to put the project
in abeyance “until all studies are
completed that outline the cumulative
effects, and carrying capacity of the
land is determined.”
However, an official with the
Mountain Resorts Branch (MRB) at
the meeting told the committee that it
would be “counterproductive” for the
RDCK to support a call for abeyance.
continued on page 6
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RDCK wants concerns addressed before supporting Zincton

continued from page 5
Zoran Boskovic of MRB said
they were aware of the Ktunaxa’s
desire to participate, but said
consultation was ongoing with First
Nations that have legal status in the
area. He said they haven’t heard
anything specific about the project
from any other First Nation they’ve
reached out to, including the Colville
Confederacy, and First Nations in the
Okanagan and Shuswap.
“We will continue to engage and
reach out to First Nations,” he told
directors. “There’s no timeline for
how long this will take to receive
that feedback as well… from the
Mountain Branch’s perspective, it
would be counterproductive to put
this process in abeyance. This process
is robust enough to continue to solicit
the input, evaluate the information,
look to what additional information
we may need, and any decision to

HOW BEES SURVIVE
WINTER

Honeybees survive winter by eating
up to 13 kg of stored honey, bee
bread (nectar + pollen), and royal jelly
(honey + bee bread), and by vibrating
flight muscles to generate heat. Mason
bees hibernate after collecting nectar
and pollen to line nests in which to lay
eggs, capping each cell with mud—as
a stonemason would.

put it in abeyance will unnecessarily
fetter the decision from the statutory
decision-makers.”
The directors decided to take the
motion to the full board.
However, at the next day’s board
meeting, Watson backed off on the
proposal after discussing the issue
with staff.
“Further communications

have indicated that [the call for
an abeyance] be direct from a
First Nations to the MRB process
itself,” she said. “So they are not
recommending we make that note
now.”
The RDCK’s feedback on the
proposal will now go to the Mountain
Resorts Branch for consideration,
joining the hundreds of responses the

Province has received from groups
and individuals.
If the Province approves, the
proponent will be allowed to move
to the next phase of the project,
developing a Master Plan detailing
building and development plans.
That decision is expected by the
spring.
The Zincton project seeks to

establish an all-season, backcountryoriented mountain destination
catering to local, regional, and
international guests. It is requesting
5,500 hectares of Crown land tenure
in the backcountry north of Highway
31A between New Denver and Kaslo.
The project is being spearheaded
by David Harley, a long-time resident
of New Denver.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Could there be a “Welcome to the
Town of Zincton” sign on the border
of the ski development being planned
just east of New Denver?
The idea of making the community
a full municipality came to light at the
RDCK’s Rural Affairs Committee
meeting last week.
“It’s our view that the proper
way to manage this is through a
municipality, with an elected mayor
and council,” David Harley told Area
H Director Walter Popoff, who raised
the issue. “How quickly that happens
may be subject to discussion and
consultation; we really don’t know the
process that has to happen.”
He said the idea was to build a
community, not a resort, at Zincton.
“ T h a t ’s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t
distinction people sometimes struggle
with,” he continued. “The idea is to
have a community where everybody
has invested in and considers it their
home, rather than a place where people

go to ski, then leave.”
The Province has absolute
authority to create a new municipality
out of the wilderness, and has done so
many times in the past. The defunct
Jumbo Glacier Resort proposal saw a
resort municipality created – and then
dissolved this fall after the project
failed to get regulatory approval.

board meeting. “It might be better to
have New Denver or Kaslo incorporate
such an area as a satellite community,
similar to Nakusp and the hot springs,”
said Area A Director Garry Jackman.
“Rather than introduce a new player, a
new vote, and questionable citizenship
into our mix of the Regional District,
which has functioned extremely well
to date.”
Jackman called for the RDCK to
ask for more research to ensure there
are no surprises for the Regional
District when the province makes its
decision on Zincton.
“We have to understand all
the objectives or aspirations of the
developer at this point in time,” he
added. “Not just short-term economic
but long-term political implications.”
Area H’s Popoff seconded the
idea.
“My understanding is they [as a
municipality] would not be paying
taxes to the Regional District in
any way or form,” said Popoff.
“We have a lot of partnerships with

different services in the area. So that
is something I’d like to see as part of
the report.”
Zincton’s proponents have said
they want to see at least half the houses
in the resort village area (proposed to
be on land privately owned by Harley
and associates) occupied year-round
by residents, but it’s not clear just
what the overall population of the
community could be.
“We are not interested in a transient
community, but one with stability and
residents,” Zincton’s proponents have
stated in response to public questions.
“For instance, we plan for employees,
after a couple years, to be able to buy
a lot at below-market and build a
home. No other ski area that I know
of has ever even thought of that sort
of program.”
The board tweaked its final
feedback submission to the Mountain
Resorts Branch to include a request
that the political implications of
establishing a new municipality be
examined as well.

Zincton could have its own mayor and council, say proponents

Complicating RD politics

The size of the town isn’t an
issue – the Village of Silverton has
less than 200 people – but having
a new municipality in the region
could upset a lot of existing apple
carts in the regional government. The
bigger towns and villages help pay
for services provided to the wider
area, and support special programs
like recycling, recreation and parks.
Tweaking those complicated formulas
wouldn’t be easy, and adding another
village would also tip the delicate
balance between rural and urban
directors on the board.
Other regional directors chimed in
on the issue the next day at the general
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New ambulance system not working in Nakusp area

by Jan McMurray
The new ‘scheduled oncall’ ambulance system has
been in place in Nakusp
since last month, and Nakusp
Mayor Tom Zeleznik says
it is not a good fit for the
Nakusp area.
“The residents of
Nakusp, including residents
all the way to Edgewood and
to Trout Lake, need to be
aware that the Province has
recently introduced a new
system in our region for our
local paramedic ambulance
service called ‘scheduled oncall.’ We believe it will not
work here,” Mayor Zeleznik
and RDCK Area K Director
Paul Peterson say in a letter
to MLA Conroy. “The public
needs to be heard by our
MLA and Health Minister
that this system will fail by
putting them at increased
risk, and could prove fatal
with longer ambulance
response times.”
The new ambulance
system is bringing permanent
paramedic jobs to rural and
remote communities that
used to rely solely on oncall paramedics. On-call
paramedics are paid just $2
per hour to carry the pager,
and are paid regular wages
when out on a call.
Recognizing that the oncall staffing model is not
conducive to recruitment
and retention of ambulance
workers, the government
and paramedics’ association
designed the new system.
Under the new system, 24
ambulance stations in the
province are being converted
to ‘Alpha’ stations, staffed
24/7 by paramedics receiving
regular wages, and 26
stations are being converted
to ‘scheduled on-call’ or
SOC stations. SOC stations
are staffed for only eight
hours per day by paramedics
on regular wages, and the
remaining 16 hours per day
are covered by using the oncall staffing model.
Ambulance stations in
our area (Nakusp, Edgewood,
New Denver, Winlaw, Kaslo)
are being converted to SOC,
but Mayor Zeleznik and
Director Peterson believe that
the Nakusp station should be
a 24/7 Alpha station.
“Under SOC, the
Nakusp ambulance station
is to be staffed with two
paramedics eight hours
per day. For the remaining
16 hours, paramedics will
be on-call ($2/per hour
stipend). Local paramedics
warn the conversion to
SOC could substantially
increase response times up
to 20 minutes or more, during
those 16 hours, when no one
is at the station,” they say in

their letter to the MLA.
SOC stations each have
four permanent paramedic
positions, with two of these
permanent paramedics
always on duty. With two
paramedics, only one
ambulance can be in service.
Nakusp has two ambulances,
so the second ambulance
continues to depend on oncall paramedics.
“ We h a v e t w o
ambulances in Nakusp, but
not enough people to man
them,” Zeleznik said in an
interview. “Once a vehicle
goes out, there’s no coverage
for our community and we
can’t transfer patients out
of our hospital. Our local
doctors have expressed
major concerns about this.
We need 24/7 coverage, plus
we need to find a solution for
transfers.”
The reliance on on-call
paramedics for the second
ambulance is not practical
or realistic, Zeleznik says.
When there is only one
Nakusp ambulance in service
and it is out on a call in Trout
Lake or Edgewood, people
needing an ambulance in
Nakusp will have to wait a
long time for an ambulance
to come from New Denver or
Edgewood, or further away if
those ambulances are busy or
out of service.
R e c e n t l y, N a k u s p
resident Deb Guest wrote
to council and MLA Conroy
about her long wait for an
ambulance while bleeding
profusely from a serious
wound. Her husband called
the ambulance at 5:15 pm. At
5:35, they gave up waiting,
and her husband and friend
loaded her into the back seat
of her car and drove her to
the hospital. Once she was
settled in at the hospital, her
husband returned home to
find the ambulance backing
into their driveway at 5:45
pm – 30 minutes after making
the call.
“I am wanting to ask
please even a town our size
does need a staff at our
ambulance station, so not
to have situations like this
happen again. It gives me
a shudder to think what if I
was having a stroke or heart
attack. YIKES!” Guest writes
in her letter.
Mayor Zeleznik is on
the fire department and road
rescue team in Nakusp, and
he says it’s very frustrating
waiting for an ambulance to
arrive at incidents. “Thank
goodness we have a doctor
on the rescue team,” Zeleznik
said.
In his letter to the MLA,
Zeleznik says the Nakusp
road rescue team was called
to a motor vehicle accident/

extrication at Needles on
November 23 just after
midnight. There was no
ambulance in service in
Edgewood, so the Nakusp
ambulance was called. “The
result was no coverage for
Nakusp; if another 911 call
was issued, what happens
now, as a life is now at
stake?” he asks.
“What is very
disheartening is that 24 other
small communities in BC,
similar in size as ours with
similar call outs, will now
be Alpha stations with eight
full-time paramedics while
Nakusp receives four fulltime paramedics, yet have a
much larger area to cover!”
the letter states.
“How did Nakusp get
forgotten?” Zeleznik said
in an interview. “We have a
larger area. How could they
pick communities that are
smaller than ours?”
Shannon Miller of BC
Emergency Health Services
explains that many factors
were considered when
deciding whether a station
would be Alpha or SOC,
including population, call
volumes, geography, and
the demand for transferring
patients to hospitals in other
towns.
Troy Clifford, president
of the BC Paramedic
Association, who was
involved in negotiating the
new staffing model on behalf
of the paramedics, says he
does not disagree that Nakusp
should be an Alpha station.
“SOC is a combination of
on-call and full-time, and
the on-call component is not
sustainable anymore,” he
said. “Our priority is making
sure we have ambulances

in your communities and if
we can’t staff them with this
model, we have to look at
different ways.”

yet. Recruitment is underway
for one unit chief/community

Local staffing
update

The SOC model is rolling
out at all our local stations
and recruitment is underway.
As of last week, both Nakusp
and Winlaw had three of
their four positions filled,
with their unit chief positions
being finalized. There are also
two community paramedic
positions in Nakusp, and one
of those was in recruitment.
In New Denver, two
positions were still in
recruitment last week.
The unit chief/community
paramedic position plus one
paramedic position had been
filled.
At the Kaslo station,
all four positions are filled,
including the unit chief/
community paramedic
position.
In Edgewood, no
positions have been filled

Snow blowers,
shovels,
toboggans,
ice melt

paramedic and three
paramedics.

Tough Duck
clothing,
Jackets, flannel
shirts, overalls,
long sleeve
safety shirts &
hoodies.

Buffalo flannel
shirts $69.99

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

We’ve got you covered
for all your Christmas
shopping!
Fir pellets
In-store
savings on many
700 kg bulk
totes $304
Makita, DeWalt, Radley,
& bagged
Benchmark tools
wood pellets
$385/ton

Electrical Supplies!!!

Masks are now mandatory when in store please, limit of 6 people in store at one time

Seasons Greetings from our HOME to yours.
Wishing you all health & happiness for the
coming year.
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday
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Old-growth
wisdom

This is a moment of great triumph
between local people, the youth of Fairy
Creek, the Valhalla Wilderness Society
and the Autonomous Sinixt, who
managed to get a deferral on logging
old-growth at Enterprise Creek. This
is a triumph not only for those directly
concerned about old-growth but also
for Reitmeier Logging and Interfor
because during a time of crisis, as a
community, we all managed to come
together and mediate in a healthy and
meaningful way. This is the Kootenays
– our neighbours are loggers and none
of us want to be aggressive towards
the other.
Standing for life and evolution
over revolution, at this time of Solstice/
Christmas, I can say bravo to life in the
Kootenays and we can truly celebrate
‘Peace on Earth and Goodwill to All.’
Eloise Charet, Bear Clan
New Denver

Destination
development

The Valley Voice letters to the
editor provide our communities with
interesting and informative information.
For those letter writers who are
interested in the economic future
of our communities, the following
document may be of interest: Kootenay
Rockies Destination Development
Strategy 2019-2029 (download from
the internet). Check out information
on page 3, which describes the goals
for regional destination development.
Check out Program Vision and Goals on
pages 10 and 11. For an understanding
of markets and visitor characteristics,
see pages 15 and 16. For strengths,
weakness, opportunities and threats,
check out page 20. Pages 48-53 list
priority projects for implementation
of Destination Development Strategy.
I look forward to future letters to the
editor in the Valley Voice which provide
insights into this interesting document.
Greg Lay
Kaslo
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Wilderness,
please

Thank you to the groups and
individuals who have taken the time to
stand up against the Zincton proposal
in its current form. In particular,
I appreciate the Wild Connection
and Valhalla Wilderness Society for
their thoughtful and well-documented
articles and presentations.
There is an engaging and
informative article in the winter
2021/22 edition of Kootenay Mountain
Culture Magazine (pp 110-118)
which presents a strong argument for
changing current government policy
regarding tenures to a more modern
and strategic land-use planning
framework. Both those who support
or oppose the Zincton resort proposal
and those who are concerned about
the future of our wilderness areas may
want to take the time to read the article
and give it some serious thought.
Personally, I lean heavily towards
protecting and preserving as much
wilderness as possible in order to leave
a legacy of untrammeled wild places
for this as well as future generations. I
also believe that affluence often leads
to entitlement which then often leads
to resentment. Beware the proverbial
pot at the end of the rainbow, because it
won’t always be filled with gold.
Rob Kozarchuk
Cody

Shots double risk
of acute coronary
syndrome

It’s concerning that heart-related
events appear to be a leading factor
behind the excess deaths being seen
in the UK, especially considering
researchers have found Pfizer and
Moderna mRNA COVID-19 shots
dramatically increase biomarkers
associated with thrombosis,
cardiomyopathy and other vascular
events following injection.
The study, published in the
November 16, 2021 issue of the
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journal Circulation, concluded
that “the mRNA jabs dramatically
increase inflammation on the
endothelium and T cell infiltration
of cardiac muscle and may account
for the observations of increased
thrombosis, cardiomyopathy, and
other vascular events following
injection.”
People who had been jabbed
more than doubled their risk of
acute coronary syndrome (ACS),
an umbrella term that includes
not only heart attacks, but also a
range of other conditions involving
abruptly reduced blood flow to
your heart. Signs and symptoms of
ACS typically begin very suddenly
and include: chest pain/discomfort,
often described as aching, pressure,
tightness or burning sensations;
nausea and/or vomiting; shortness
of breath; light-headedness;
dizziness and/or fainting; pain that
radiates from your chest to your
shoulders, arms, upper abdomen,
back, neck and/or jaw; indigestion;
sudden heavy sweating; unusual or
inexplicable fatigue.
Patients who received a twodose regimen of mRNA more than
doubled their five-year ACS risk,
driving it from an average of 11% to

25%. In a November 21, 2021, tweet,
cardiologist Dr. Aseem Malhotra
wrote: “Extraordinary, disturbing,
upsetting. We now have evidence
of a plausible biological mechanism
of how mRNA vaccine may be
contributing to increased cardiac
events. The abstract is published in
the highest impact cardiology journal
so we must take these findings very
seriously.”
Susan Yurychuk
Kaslo

More thoughts
on COVID

1. ‘Black Friday Special:
Supervariant Omicron for only
$99.99. Comes with free lockdown.
Only double vaccinated can get it.’
That was my first thought when
politicians and health officials stirred
up the fear again with the new
variant and followed up with new
restrictions.
Sorry, ‘new’ isn’t the right word
– the same restrictions that haven’t
worked for the last two years.
By reiterating the main narrative,
I assume that all the planes that
brought omicron from Africa to other
countries were full of unvaccinated
persons?
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Interestingly, the origin of the
variant is in Africa. Like India, it’s
far away and few people can check
the veracity of facts.
So, will the pandemic soon be
over, as omicron starts with the last
letter of the greek alphabet, omega?
Don’t be overjoyed yet. I
interviewed a famous virus rep,
Mr. Strains, who told me that the
mutations will never stop. That has
been virus history forever.
2. Different topic now, numbers
of still births are exploding.
According to Dr. Daniel Nagase
and Dr. Mel Boucher, the main
Vancouver birthing unit recently
experienced 13 still births in a
24-hour period, and in Waterloo,
Ontario, 86 still births have occurred
between January and July 2021,
where normally five to six happen
during a year. All 86 mothers were
double vaccinated. Health Canada
will diligently provide support for
the ultimate traumatic experiences
of these women.
Moderna admitted not to have
available data for pregnant women
with respect to vaccine-associated
risks.
A coincidence Pfizer, Moderna,
and the ‘reputable’ CDC will say, but
a correlation is a better description of
these facts.
Dr. Sucharit Bhakti, MD: “The
failure of the COVID vaccines had
to be expected, because fundamental
principles of immunology were
ignored in their design.”
For the safety of all his travels,
I hope Santa got his booster shot
already, and doesn’t have to selfquarantine for the next two weeks.
Wulf Mense
Winlaw
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Dragon Moths

Look! Up in the sky. It’s a bird...
It’s a plane... It’s... OMG... it’s
Omicron! WHO makes this stuff
up? The four ‘cases’ originally
‘discovered’ in South Africa were
double vaxed people. So much for
safe and effective.
And poof! It’s everywhere, just
like that. Faster than a speeding
bullet. Able to stop locomotives with
a single sneeze. And the new chapter
of ‘the PLAN’ begins to unfold. The
Script. Dr. David Martin documents
Pfizer getting a patent for a SARS
vaccine. In 1990. And he has the
records of hundreds of patents since,
associated with various aspects of
this horrid psy op. Over the years,
step by step, it’s ‘the PLAN’. What
month is this? Oh, it’s ‘Omicron’
time, the reptilian Dragon Moth,
controlled by satanic forces. Time
to ramp up the media spin into
hyperdrive again. Brainwashing,
only $1.49 a pound. Comes with
free side order of fearmongering.
Buyer beware.
Al Muckle
Winlaw

Dogs gotta run
and kids gotta
ride

Yippee for North Slocan
Trails Society and their amazing
community spirit! Among all the
other work they do to maintain and
build trails in the area, they want to
talk about supporting a place for dogs
and their people to walk off-leash in
the village, too.
Some folk in the village were
concerned when they saw in October
that New Denver’s official off-leash
dog area (from the highway to
the beach along the south side of
Carpenter Creek) was reduced to a
small ‘pet-friendly beach area’ to
make way for bike-friendly activities.
In the true spirit of community
engagement, Trail People met with
Dog People and talked. Voila!
The beginnings of a compromise
began to blossom. Yes, it could be
possible that the pump track and
the planned adventure park and an
easily accessible fetch-friendly field
integrated with the dog trail to the
beach could all happen in the same
area… safely.
It’s not a perfect solution.
Nobody gets everything they want.
But kids get more fun stuff to do
inside the village. Dogs and their
people, and just plain walkers still
get to enjoy the meadow, trail and
beach. Both tourists and locals
love that off-leash area. It’s been
called one of the best in the West
Kootenay because it is relatively
safe from traffic, easy to get to, has
lots of different terrain, is a pleasant
walk for people of all abilities as
well as dogs… and you can have a
swim after your forest meander. It is
also dead pretty in the winter when
it snows. (Full disclosure, I have a

dog and live near the creek and think
biking is awesome.)
With some imagination and
planning and work, the Trail People
want to help find a way for excited
kids on bikes and excited dogs with
frisbees to share that area safely.
After all, dogs gotta run and kids
gotta ride.
This potential collaboration is
being presented to New Denver
Village council on December 14. I
have my fingers crossed. The ball is
in the Village’s court now, but how
could they possible turn down this
community-made solution?
Kathy Hartman
New Denver

Precarious
pump track

I could hardly believe my eyes
when I read that the pump track
that is planned for the south side of
Carpenter Creek will cost $240,000,
and that our Village council voted
to provide $39,000 of the funding
from gasoline tax. $240,000 to ruin
a green space, and $39,000 of our
own taxes.
The Canadian Institute for
Climate Choices has issued a report
warning that Canada is behind
in shoring up its infrastructure to
prepare for climate change, and how
the cost for repairs of damage caused
by severe storms has skyrocketed.
The institute urges that climate
change extreme weather, including
floods, should be taken into account
in development decisions.
We know that the village is
vulnerable to a number of kinds
of damage due to severe weather
conditions. We know, as I said in a
previous letter, that the village has
asked for funding from Emergency
Management due to damage done
by the creek during a severe storm.
We know that an expert flood control
report has said that Carpenter Creek,
given the extreme weather of climate
change, could damage the bridge,
cut the transportation between the
two sides of the village, and that
the south side of the dike may not
be adequate protection. It seems
odd to spend $240,000 putting a
pump track, toilet and parking lot
in and near the green space that is
vulnerable if the dike gives way.
The Forests Ministry has a
website that offers reports on BC
dikes. New Denver’s dike (#139)
is rated according to the severity of
consequences if a hazardous event
damages a dike. The New Denver
dike is rated as ‘major’ consequence.
The area that is considered protected
by the dike is surprisingly large,
extending from the creek to past the
hospital. Our impact consequences
are rated as ‘major’ for people,
‘major’ for buildings/economy,
and ‘high’ for infrastructure/cost.
Anyone can find the website and
see this for themselves. I think the
Village should rethink putting more
infrastructure near the creek.

I would like the young people to
have a pump track, but there were
two other very good locations for it
that the council simply ignored, as it
also ignored the objections of local
residents on the south side of the
creek, and has given no accounting
for the reasons for its decision. The
green space is actually used quite
often by kids on bikes, but it doesn’t
entail turning a large part of the
green space into concrete, building
a parking lot and a restroom. Their
current usage leaves it intact for
others to enjoy.
Anne Sherrod
New Denver

Our Heart, Our
Home

Our heart cries out!
On behalf of the wild, the bears
and the critters, insects and bees,
On behalf of the mycelium, on
behalf of the trees.
We can see you are working, trying
to earn your pay.
We can see you have children, to
feed and support on their way.
We, too have children, to feed and
to care.
We grow our own food to eat and
to share.
We wild harvest and make medicine, we are thoughtful and aware.
We want to respect you, but we also
want you to hear...
Our little world is downstream
from where you work day after day.
We depend on clean water to drink
and grow food in our way.
We are now feeling threatened, our
water is unclean.
Our organic food we are growing,
needs our water to be pristine.
We work hard building soil, with
thoughtfulness and care.
But our food is only as clean as
our water and our air.
We want you to see why it matters,
why we care.
Our trees are our ancestors, our
teachers, our friends.
Providing food, homes and shade,
cleaning our water and air.
These great old-growth trees are
more than just wood.
They’re more than just money,
they’re more than just food.
They are an example of generosity,
thankfulness and love.
They keep giving and giving from
beginning to end
They give and keep giving long
after they’re dead.
When we take and keep taking
from the forest above,
We destroy the circle of life, we
hurt the circle of love.
Our children, our critters, the big
and the small
Need our trees to be kept sacred,
not just for us, but for all.
The flooding we’ve seen is a warn-
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ing to heed.
The roots holding the mountains
have been taken by greed.
If we take them all now, we leave
our children at risk
Our wildlife suffers, our water,
our air
Our connection to past, our teachers, our care.
Please try to see things from another point of view.
There are ways to be thoughtful,
careful and kind.
To hold our trees sacred would
give us all peace of mind.
Please reconsider your methods,
your actions, your role.
Please take care of our forest, for
this is our home.
Teresa Smed
Silverton

Response to
‘Langham
caught in
vax passport
controversy’

This letter is in response to
the article ‘Langham caught in
vax passport controversy’ from
the December 2 issue, which has
brought to light that there may
be some confusion regarding the
Langham’s accessibility during
the pandemic. The purpose of
this writing is to clarify that
to the broader community. To
be completely clear: only the
Langham’s seated theatre events
require vaccination passports
as per current BC public health
officer orders. The vast majority
of the Langham’s programs and
offerings continue to be available
to everyone.
The Langham’s three art
galleries, which have featured 21
different exhibits during COVID,
do not require passports for entry.
Neither do visits to our Japanese
Canadian Internment Museum.
The Langham’s community spaces
continue to be regularly utilized
for a wide variety of activities
including rehearsals, music lessons,
yoga classes, community meetings,
school events, youth arts activities,
and Christmas Fairs, to name
a few – none of which require
passports. In addition, passports
are not required for the Langham’s
tenants and their guests in their
daily use of the private studio and
office spaces in the building.
During the pandemic, the
Langham has successfully adjusted
its operations to remain accessible
to all our patrons. It has been our
pleasure to invest considerable
time and money over the past
two years to create online content
including virtual art exhibits,
theatre performance videos, livestreaming concerts, and short arts
videos – all online, all entirely

accessible through our website and
social media channels.
This past summer, the Langham
moved live programming outdoors
by funding and co-producing
the very popular Kaslo Summer
Music Series – 16 weeks of free
live concerts for the community
from June through September
attended by over 2,200 people.
We also funded outdoor clowning
performances at the Columbia
Basin Culture Tour and Argenta
Fall Faire.
All of the content listed above
has been and continues to be
open to the entire community
regardless of vaccination status.
Again, vaccination passports have
been required only for Langham
programs taking place in the
theatre. During the pandemic that
has been exactly five shows. It
is also important to know that
our activities continue to directly
support the arts community by
creating opportunities and funneling
tens of thousands of dollars to
artists, performers and technicians
who have experienced extreme
hardship during the pandemic.
We are proud that we have
been able to achieve all this while
simultaneously doing our part to
protect the health and well-being
of our community by adhering to
all public health officer orders. We
respect the choices that individual
community members make during
these difficult times and hope
that everyone knows that there is
something for them at the Langham.
Paul Grace-Campbell
Executive Director,
Langham Cultural Society

Response to Liz
Ross

1. It would indeed be good
if public health nurses obtained
informed consent from parents. This
may be happening in some cases, but
in many, including many in BC, there
is no consent from parents. I also
question what ‘informed consent’
involves, when it happens.
2. Can anyone provide a rational
explanation for the 20,000 deaths and
million adverse reactions reported to
VAERS, that explains them away?
About half are domestic, so think
10,000 and 500,000 in the US. A
Harvard study showed that only
1% of adverse reactions are ever
reported, so this means one million
and 50 million, respectively. Doctors
rarely complete the reports due to
lack of time and pressure not to doubt
the ‘safe and effective’ mantra. The
system is backed up for months. The
adverse reaction count, adjusted for
underreporting, is consistent with
reports from courageous doctors,
nurses, funeral home directors, and
the victims and their families.
3. About children who have died
with COVID in Canada: any death
of a child is tragic, but I repeat that
continued on page 10
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continued from page 9
many more than this count will die
as a result of the jab. It is hard to say
at this point how many already have.
Has even one previously healthy
child ever died with COVID? Many
previously healthy children have died
of the jab, and many more suffered
permanent injury. Listen to Maddie
DeGaray’s story. This 12-year-old
girl’s life was ruined in the Pfizer
trials. She is in a wheelchair, in
constant pain, living with a feeding
tube, and Pfizer’s data puts it down to
a ‘stomach ache.’ How many athletic
teenage boys’ lives have been ruined
by myocarditis after the jab? The

tragedy is unspeakable.
4. Millions have received the
jabs and there are tons of long-term
effects, including many right here
in the Kootenays. Open your eyes
and heart.
5. MIS-C is serious, yes. Where
is the data showing that it is more
likely from COVID than from the
jab, considering that the jab produces
the synthetic spike protein that
causes MIS-C?
6. Children hardly ever spread
COVID to adults, whether they have
symptoms or not. This is because
their nasal passages contain few
ACE-2 receptors, in which the

spike protein lodges. In addition,
people who have taken the jab are
being shown to be just as likely to
become infected and transmit the
virus as those who have not, perhaps
more so because if they have milder
symptoms they are less likely to be
careful to stay away from people.
7. How can anyone assert that
these jabs don’t cause cancer when
cancer takes years to develop and
these jabs were brought to market in
less than one? Listen to Dr. Nagase.
Also listen to oncologists who are
alarmed at the cancers in remission
that are coming back among the
jabbed.
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8. There is lots of evidence of
fertility problems; start with Pfizer’s
clinical trial manual.
I’m out of space. My conscience
is clear, knowing I am telling the
truth.
Lisa Ross
Kaslo

Challenging the
orthodoxy

In John Boivin’s recent article,
Miranda Hughes frets about
the sluggish uptake of COVID
shots and inadequate tracking of
COVID cases in the Kootenays.
She seems oblivious to the fact that

the ‘vaccines’ are an abject failure
which cannot prevent infection
and cannot stop transmission of the
virus. The more we vaccinate, the
more pressure exerted on the virus
to mutate, the more variants will
emerge and the more people will get
sick. Including the fully vaccinated.
Perhaps it’s time to face the fact that
COVID is now endemic and here
to stay.
The legacy version of the SARSCov2 virus is long gone, replaced by
variants such as the now dominant
Delta strain which is impervious
to the ‘vaccine.’ And here comes
continued on page 11

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA

Jones Boys Boats

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are mandatory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually.
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel

OPEN! Pub 1PM daily. Happy Hour every afternoon from 3PM – 5PM! Front desk
8AM-11AM & 3PM-8PM Monday – Thursday, 8AM – 9PM Friday – Sunday for
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.
kaslohotel.com, Facebook.

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Raven’s Nest

Our annual Holiday Sale is still on – Everything 10% Off in December! Open
Every Day in December except X’mas & Boxing Day: Monday to Saturday,
11 am – 4 pm; Sunday, Noon – 3 pm. (Closed in January for renovation.)
The sale continues 24/7 at www.RavensNestBC.com – our new online
shop! Happy Holidays and thanks for shopping local! • 250-358-2178 •
RavensNestBC@gmail.com • Facebook & now on Instagram •

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Kaslo Mechanical

SLOCAN

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-252, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
(please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week! Everything fresh baked daily.
Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30, Sunday 10-2. 780-660-3784

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255

It pays to advertise in the
Valley Voice
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continued from page 10
Omicron nudging into centre stage
of the never ending whack-a-mole
drama that is COVID. Reports from
the US and Europe confirm that
the fully vaccinated can carry viral
loads similar to or greater than the
unvaccinated and spread it to both
the vaccinated and unvaccinated.
Following their six-month trial, Pfizer
documents show that the absolute
risk reduction (ARR) of the vaccine
offers less than 1% overall benefit.
It is the countries that have
implemented aggressive vaccination
campaigns that are experiencing
dramatic spikes in COVID infections.
In Israel, nearly 60% of people
hospitalized for COVID-19 are fully
vaccinated. A Public Health England
report found that 2,284 of the 3,158
people who died from COVID in
England for the month of September
were fully vaccinated. 72.32% of
people who died from COVID-19 in
England during September were fully
vaccinated. A news report from our
neighbours to the south states: “As
of December 2, Oregon reported a
total of 45,545 coronavirus infections
among the fully vaccinated, [and] 552
fully vaccinated Oregon residents
died of COVID-19.” Yet in highly
vaccinated BC with 78.24% now
fully vaxed, health officials keep
telling us that the cases and deaths
are all in the unvaccinated. How is it
that Oregon statistics are so different
from BC?
Shifting focus to the widespread
benefit of natural immunity, Canadian
researchers have tested over 1,500
people for evidence of natural
immunity to COVID-19. They found
that, “These antibodies are not only
there, but they are protective. In
Canada we would anticipate that
somewhere between 70 and 75%
of the population has already been
infected and has antibodies.”
It’s time to face the fact that
the new mRNA/DNA vaccine
technologies cannot stop the spread
and transmission of the virus. Worse,
aggressive vaccination policies
are driving the emergence of new
variants. Instead of bullying and
coercing people to submit to flawed,
ineffective and dangerous injections
that have caused more injuries
and deaths than all other vaccines
combined (VAERS data), maybe
it’s time that Canadian doctors pull
their collective heads out of the
sand and start doctoring the ill with
the safe and effective repurposed
medicines proven to save lives.
Places for them to learn from the
skilled and courageous doctors whose
safe and effective protocols have
been saving lives since the spring
of 2020 are the Canadian Covid
Care Alliance (CCCA), Front Line
Covid-19 Critical Care Alliance
(FLCCC), America’s Frontline
Doctors (AFLDS.org), Doctors for
Covid Ethics.
Edda West
Winlaw

Opening our
eyes

I realize I am putting myself out
on a limb for ridicule but so be it! I
just cannot keep quiet anymore. The
present polarization is as hard as
steel. It’s time to shake it loose and
be willing to open our eyes to what
is actually happening in front of us,
acknowledging what does not add up
and to open our minds to new ideas
which might be hard to wrap our
heads around. I consider myself an
open-minded person and have always
had the gift of seeing many sides of
a situation. I see plenty right now
that just does not add up. Skewed
statistics, censoring of information
which is contrary to mainstream
media, hiding information about
vaccine injuries and death, hiding
scientific data from studies clearly
showing that there are effective lifesaving treatments and recent studies
indicating that unvaccinated people
are NOT more contagious than
vaccinated in breakthrough cases.
If jabs are effective, then why are
they losing efficacy after 210 days
to 30%, with many breakthrough
cases? How can they ascertain that
this vaccine is safe in just a few
months when they authorized it?
This is simply not enough time to
look at long-term effects in people,
children, pregnant women, newborns
and future generations. There now
is data indicating the extent of the
injuries and you can access this if
you look for it.
Many are protesting around
the globe. You might say they are
‘conspiracy theorists.’ People are
not polarized in black and white
extremes and there are many shades
of grey. Information that is contrary
to the mainstream media is NOT
a pile of misleading information
or fake news. Fake news and
misinformation are present in all
forms of media and it takes time
spent with critical thinking as well as

‘gut’ thinking to discern as best as we
can. There is a wealth of information
available on what is going on behind
the scenes and unfortunately much
of it is uncomfortable to hear. We
have seen over and over in history
how governments, corporations and
others have not looked out for the
best interests of the people. There
will always be power-hungry or
money-driven egos at work and these
things play out when the majority
of people are not willing to open
their eyes. Just a short while ago,
we all experienced the horrors of
the piles of dead, buried children
that were allowed to happen under
mandatory government programs
and the Catholic Church.
For those of you who are curious
to expand your information source,
there are reliable sources available
such as ‘The High Wire’ by Del
Bigtree. He and his team offer solid
information about what is happening
around the world with vaccine
injuries and deaths, and loss of
human rights. He interviews top
scientists, doctors and experts who
are brave enough to speak out and
he presents current scientific research
papers. A critical interview to check
out is the Vanden Bossche interview
about mass vaccinations.
Here is a link to the High Wire:
https://www.bitchute.com/channel/
okiFK5CwQrZS/
Sue Mistretta
Silverton

Wolfgang Plumbing
Merry
Christmas
from
Wolfgang
and
the
staff
Winlaw 226-7320
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HOLIDAY GARBAGE COLLECTION

Residential garbage collection will be moved from Tuesday,
December 28th to Wednesday December 29th to accommodate
the holiday schedule.

CANCELLATION OF COUNCIL
MEETING

The December 28th Regular Council Meeting has been
cancelled. The next Regular Meeting will be January 11, 2022
at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers.

2022 COUNCIL MEETINGS

Council Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. in the Village of New
Denver Council Chambers on the second and fourth Tuesdays
of the month. The schedule for 2022 is as follows:
January 11 & 25
February 8 & 22
March 8 & 22
April 12 & 26
		

May 10 & 24
June 14 & 28
July 12 & 26
August 9 & 23

September 13 & 27
October 11 & 25
November 8 & 22
December 13 & 27

WINTER PLOWING

To ensure public safety, please give plenty of space to snow
plowing equipment. Do not approach the operators while
they are working – please direct any questions regarding snow
removal to the Village Office or review the Snow & Ice Control
Policy and Snow Removal FAQ’s available on our website.

NIMC GIFT GIVING

Looking for unique Christmas gifts? We have the new 2022
NIMC Collections wall calendars in stock, and Kyowakai:
Memory and Healing in New Denver books for sale at the Village
Office. Published last year and newly reprinted, the book tells
the story of Japanese Canadian internment in New Denver, the
creation of the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre (NIMC) by
the Kyowakai Society, and the healing it inspired. All proceeds
go towards the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre.
Charitable gifts are also being accepted for the NIMC. Payment
options are: cash, debit, cheque, or e-transfer to the Village
Office. You can now also find us on CanadaHelps.org! Go to
our website for a link or for more information. Thanks for your
support! Wishing you all a wonderful holiday season.

NEW DENVER READING CENTRE

The New Denver Reading Centre will be closed December 20th
to January 4th. For any additional information please contact
them directly at 250-358-2221.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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School District 8, December 7: Creston school
renamed Kootenay River Secondary School

SLOCAN VILLAGE MARKET
We appreciate your business and look forward
to serving you this Holiday Season.
Lotto
Groceries
Fresh Produce
Organic Foods
Fresh Daily Meat
Agency Liquor
In-Store Deli & Bakery

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Xmas Hours:
Dec. 24 – 9 am - 6 pm
Dec. 25 - 26 - closed
Open Jan. 1 – 10 am - 6 pm
Slocan, BC

ph: 250-355-2211

fax: 250-355-2216

The Donation Store
Merry Xmas and
Happy Holidays to all

We will close at 2:00 pm on December 24 with the drawing of the door prize
We will reopen on Tuesday February 1
Please no drop offs of goods during this closed time.

Phone 250-358-7199

Highway 6 • New Denver

by Jan McMurray
• The secondary school in
Creston is now called Kootenay
River Secondary School. The board
voted unanimously in favour of the
new name. The school’s principal,
Brian Hamm, described the extensive
engagement process that led to the
new name, including a survey, a town
hall meeting, a focus group meeting,
and discussions with the Lower
Kootenay Band and the First Peoples
class at the school. Although Creston
Valley Secondary School was a
popular option, it came to light at
one of the meetings that this had been
the school’s name in the past. The
Lower Kootenay Band and the First
Peoples class preferred Kootenay
River Secondary School, as they
feel it speaks more to reconciliation
and the history of the Ktunaxa.
After reaffirming that the intent
behind renaming the school was
reconciliation, the committee and
focus group decided to recommend
Kootenay River Secondary School,
in the spirit of reconciliation and a
new beginning.
• Creating a new school district
for the Creston area would cost
taxpayers about $1 million and
would probably result in fewer
specialized services in the new

Creston district. This is what an
initial report by Secretary-Treasurer
Michael McLellan says about the
possibility of de-amalgamation
(breaking the district into two). At the
October board of education meeting,
Trustee Lenora Trenaman asked for
and received the board’s support
to start the conversation about deamalgamation with the Ministry
of Education. In light of Trustee
Allan Gribbin’s intent to make this
an election issue in the 2022 local
government elections, Trenaman said
she felt Creston Valley candidates
and constituents should have some
information about it.
The board also received a letter
from the Ministry of Education,
which says there isn’t time to redraw school district boundaries
ahead of the 2022 election, “given
the significant consultation and other
work that would be necessary…”
Trustee Gribbin thanked Chair
Trenaman for encouraging the board
to proceed with this “because it gives
the people of Creston a starting
point,” he said. He brought attention
to the information in McLellan’s
report that SD 8 inherited a $1 million
deficit from the Nelson School
District when the two districts were
amalgamated in 1996, and said there

are benefits to having generalists
instead of specialists.
In 1996, the 34 school districts
were amalgamated into 16 by order
of Cabinet, in efforts to make the
management of the public school
system more efficient.
• In response to two letters
received from parents about not
being able to attend school sports
events as spectators, Superintendent
Trish Smillie explains that the rules
are set out by Interior Health and
provincial health orders. “We feel
fortunate this year that school sports
are back and are doing our best
to ensure that families can watch
these games through live streaming.
Please be in touch with your school
principal to find out the best way to
connect.”
• An anti-racism policy will be
developed, starting in the new year,
reported Smillie. This will involve a
comprehensive public engagement
process and the formation of an antiracism advisory council, which will
be informed by a student-led group.
• There is an upward trend in
completion rates in SD 8, but “we
still have lots to do,” Smillie said.
“Indigenous student completion
rates continue to be a focus…”
concludes a memo from Smillie
on the subject. “For continued
improvement in school completion
rates, SD8 will continue to focus
on support for foundational skills
and core competencies at all grade
levels.”
• Secretary-Treasurer Michael
McLellan reported that the district is
tracking towards a balanced budget,
but could find itself in a deficit
situation if anything unforeseen
occurs.
• A report about fine arts programs
in the district from Superintendent
Smillie concludes that students “have
opportunities to participate in a wide
array of programs from integrated
curriculum at the elementary schools,
to stand-alone programs, courses
and academies at the high school
level.” District Principal Tamara
Maloff made a presentation to the
board about SD 8 fine arts programs,
and showed videos featuring band,
painting and dance at Trafalgar
Middle School and dance at
Kootenay River Secondary School
in Creston.
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Local MLA Katrine Conroy assaulted in Victoria
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Victoria Police Department
is investigating after Forestry
Minister and Kootenay West MLA
Katrine Conroy was assaulted in
the capital on December 7.
“On the afternoon of
Wednesday, December 8, officers
received a report of an incident

in which Minister Conroy was
injured the previous evening,”
said a news release from the VPD.
“Between 8 pm and 8:30 pm on
Tuesday, December 7, Minister
Conroy was walking in the area
of the BC Legislature when she
was knocked to the ground by an
unknown person.
“The Minister suffered non-

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Yo u ’ l l p r o b a b l y o n l y
remember November ’s West
Kootenay weather fondly if you’re
a duck.
There was measurable rain or
snowfall every day but one last
month – though no record was
broken.
“A succession of Pacific
frontal systems passing over
the area within a persistent
mild westerly flow resulted in a
warmer and wetter than average
November,” says a summary by
fire weather forecaster Jesse Ellis
at the Southeast Fire Centre in
Castlegar. “Some of the storms
that made it to the West Kootenay
were what was left over from
atmospheric river events that
dropped the majority of their
moisture over the south coast of
BC.”
Just over 120 millimetres of
rain fell in November, far shy of
the 187-millimetre record that fell
in 1973. Still, that is 25% more
precipitation than average.
Milder-than-average
temperatures also contributed to
weighting more of the month’s
precipitation towards rain (74%
above average) at the expense of
the month’s total snowfall (45%
below average).
“The mean monthly
temperature was 1.1 degrees
above average,” Ellis says.
“Largely because of the persistent

moist westerly flow that not only
maintained a fairly steady influx
of maritime-based air into the
region, but also came with enough
moisture to support at least partly
cloudy skies most nights that
reduces overnight cooling.”

No records broken in
wetter-than-average
November

life-threatening injuries and later
attended hospital for medical
treatment.”
The assault on Conroy
prompted a response from Premier
John Horgan.
“I’m very upset my friend
Minister Katrine Conroy was
knocked to the ground and hurt
last night walking home from the
Legislature,” Horgan said in a
tweet the next day. “Kat’s one of
the toughest people I know and
she’ll continue working hard for
people.”
The premier called for
witnesses to come forward.
Conroy’s office said the
minister, who has represented the
West Kootenay region since 2005,
would not comment further on the
matter.
“MLA Conroy is focusing on
recovering from her injuries at the

Season’s Greetings
to all!

Kaslo Home Hardware

9-5:30 Monday – Saturday

Closed Dec. 18 – Jan. 9
Re-opening Jan. 10

December 24 – Closed at 3 pm
December 25-27 – Closed
December 31 – Closed at 3 pm
January 1-3 – Closed
250-353-2432
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moment and is not available to do
interviews at this time,” said Jesse
Gervais, a communications officer
with the NDP caucus.
Detectives with the VPD’s
Investigative Services Division
are investigating the incident and

are asking the public for additional
information.
“A Good Samaritan may have
helped the Minister during or after
the incident. We are asking to
speak with that person,” the police
release said.

Happy Holidays
from the Village
of New Denver
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Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year to one and all,
From Walter Popoff, Director, Area “H,” RDCK
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RDCK Rural Affairs Committee, December 8:
Homeowner gets notice on title for ignoring building rules

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A Slocan Valley couple have
had a notice on title slapped on
their property for ignoring building
code and permitting rules – despite
from
theirWalter
protestsPopoff,
that building the farm
structure
was
“human right.”
Director, Areaa “H,”
Cassandra Smith and her partner
ClintRDCK
had argued before the Rural
Affairs Committee in November
that it was their basic right to build
on their own property at 3911 Little
Slocan Road without interference
from government.
“What we object to is the demand
to ask permission, a permit, to pay
for this permission, and to remain
submissive while being intimidated

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

with threats of fines,” said Clint.
He continued by saying that RDCK
staff had trespassed on his property,
demanding an explanation of their
activities, and demanding payment
of fees and taxes for work being done
on private property.
“We also object to council’s
demand on general purpose – to
build a shelter to protect our farm
investments from weather should
be a basic human right,” he argued.
“That is, the shelter is a product of
hard work, resourcefulness and skill,
built as a traditional timber-frame
structure, and is certain to be standing
longer than most contemporary
buildings.”
Not only had the couple not
applied for permits for the building,
they had not had the home-milled
lumber they were using graded for
suitability for construction.
The couple had been given a
one-month extension while staff
try to explain to them how the
building permit process – and civic
government – works. Staff said they
had not heard from the couple during
the one-month extension period.
“It appears they don’t understand
that it is a law… this is a building
bylaw contravention, and that is

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

legislation,” said Walter Popoff in
recommending the motion in the
matter in November. “We will have
no alternative but to put a notice on
title.”
That happened at the December
meeting. The couple’s facing a bill
of about $2,450 to have it removed.

She Shreds okayed

The RDCK has no major issues
with a tenure application by a
company that trains snowmobilers
in backcountry and trail safety.
She Shreds Mountain applied for
a Licence of Occupation to provide
avalanche course and occupational
training in 1,890 hectares of Crown
land, using 160 kilometres of forestry
roads over eight main operating
zones. (See ‘Reluctant applicant
seeks West Kootenay land tenure,’
Valley Voice, November 18).
A staff report highlighted why
directors could support the project.
“Although the proposed tenure
covers a wide range of areas, the
proposal is deemed small scale
due to its small groups and lack of
required infrastructure,” staff noted.
“RDCK supports limiting the tenure
to existing established snowmobile
areas and forest service roads. As
these areas are also enjoyed by
members of the public and other
groups, She Shreds should take care
to be as least impactful as possible,
for example, by limiting parking and
staging area requirements.”
Some directors raised issues
of concern about operations in
local watersheds, and those were
incorporated into the response going
back to the Province.
The Province’s decision is
expected in the new year.
Both decisions by the RAC
were ratified by the full board of the
RDCK the next day.

Holiday Hours:
Closed
Dec. 25th/26th
and Jan 1st
www.kaslobuilding.com
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Silverton council, December 8: Presentation focuses on drawbacks of proposed Zincton resort
by Moe Lyons
December 8’s faceto-face meeting was also
on Zoom, with all council
members present at the
Memorial Hall. With the
assistance of Jason Clarke,
resident and former mayor
of Silverton, this hybrid
style of meeting is becoming
more comfortable. The
sound was greatly improved
except for it being difficult
to hear the presenters.
• Council voted to have a
byelection in April to fill the
council seat left empty when
Tanya Gordon resigned on
November 10. Staff was
directed to do the necessary
paperwork, aiming for a date
of April 16.
• The meeting began
with a virtual presentation
from Sarah-Patricia Breen,
Regional Innovation
Chair in Rural Economic
Development at Selkirk
College. She and some
Selkirk students are
developing a ‘special
inventory of assets’ within
Silverton. Information
about Silverton’s assets are
fed into a database and an
interactive digital map is
created from the data. CAO
Elliott indicated the data
wasn’t yet all gathered, but
once it is up and running,
it will be used by staff for
planning. She said it may
eventually be available to
the general public.
• Council received a
letter from Interfor, asking
for input into their next fiveyear Forest Stewardship
Plan. The deadline is
January 15. Council directed
staff to request an extension
and to put this discussion
on the agenda for the next
Committee of the Whole
meeting, “particularly,” said
Mayor Ferguson, “in light
of recent events.” (See front
page story this issue.)
• Councillor Main
reported on the recent
in-person meeting of the
Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM) in
Ottawa, jam packed with
workshops, information
sharing and meeting with
various ministries. A
major thrust is the Strong
Communities initiative,
talking about disasters and
infrastructure, public safety,
and transportation. FCM,
along with the Union of
BC Municipalities, has sent
a strongly worded letter
to the prime minister ’s
office requesting municipal
representation on the newly
formed joint committee
on disaster response and
climate resilience.
• Mayor Colin Ferguson
reported about a call from

Tim Ryan of Kaslo, who
played a key role in setting
up Kaslo’s internet system.
Ryan will be asked to do
a presentation at the next
Committee of the Whole
meeting.
• Mayor Ferguson
also reported the COVID
Committee is requesting that
IH supply better and more
timely COVID information.
They will be meeting with
Dr Karin Goodison at
IHA and Superintendent
Peter Dubinsky at School
District 10 to discuss more
effective communication.
The committee has also
requested access to rapid
antigen testing in the
community, because of the
delay in results for PCR
tests.
• CAO Elliott reported
that staff is working on an
easier system for electronic
transfers, which will be
useful when people want to
pay their taxes or hall rental
fees online.
Elliott also reported that
Village of Silverton and
Village of New Denver staff
were meeting December 9
to meet each other and get
to know each other’s roles.
“The two communities have
shared services and are the
nearest source of help or
backup when needed,” she
said.
• Council gave first
three readings to a bylaw
for intercommunity
business licences –
allowing businesses (e.g.
tradespeople) to practice
in all participating
municipalities with one
business licence. These
were introduced as a pilot
last year.
• Five representatives
of The Wild Connection
(TWC) attended the meeting
at council’s invitation to talk
about the proposed Zincton
all-seasons resort. Don
Sachs made the presentation.
Sachs said surveys
that have been done in the
area in the past show that
stakeholders want to see the
quality of life maintained.
They want economic
development activities to
enhance the quality of life
that brought them here, not
change it.
He summarized the main
points made in a study that
tracks the development of
Fernie, Golden, Kimberley,
Rossland and Revelstoke:
“The combination of
tourism, second homes,
and amenity migration has
fueled the economy of many
mountain regions, but it has
also raised alarms about
changing cultural values,
lifestyles, sense of place,

environmental degradation,
economic inflation, housing
and labour shortages, and
community cohesion.”
Sachs said the economic
benefits of the project are
greatly overstated in the
proposal. “We would ask
council to seriously consider
what kind of economic
benefits the community
will actually see, or will it
only be costs, in the form
of increased housing issues,
wear and tear on already
ageing infrastructure,
change in our community
character, and a wider
divide between those with
wealth and those of modest
means?”
Wildlife concerns were
also raised. One presenter
said, “Wildlife experts who
have actually studied this
area for many years suggest
that if you are going to build
a permanent village and
ski hill in the region, the

proposed Zincton location
is about the worst site
imaginable.”
Climate change and
other concerns around soils,
water, sewer, roads, traffic,
and collisions with wildlife
were also covered.
The Wild Connection’s
solution is to do landuse planning for the area.
“We need a plan. We need
the time to plan before
decisions are made. This
means revising the OCPs,
and asking the Province to
implement a modernized
regional land use planning
process here. This also
means staying true to our
commitments as a province
and country to truth and
reconciliation, which means
full engagement and consent
from First Nations.”
Discussion ensued.
Councillor Main reported
that the RDCK was also
concerned about the impact

of this project on local
government, and the lack
of comprehensive land use
planning. She said many
at that table had concerns
about infrastructure, roads,
water, etc. and felt there
was a lack of cumulative
impact studies. She said
there were also concerns
about the proponents’
consultation with First
Nations, questioning what
“consulted with those with
whom we are required”
means, when the situation
here is so complicated. She
said the representatives of
local government in the area
generally want a measured
approach, to have some
input, to slow the process
down.
Clarence denBok said
this looked like a clear case
of a battle of competing
interests. He asked whether
TWC had figured out the
economic value of leaving

the area undeveloped. The
TWC response was that
those kinds of numbers
are not really possible to
generate, but ski resorts
attract part-time residents
and that they rarely
contribute to community.

Considering
Community
Service?
Consider
Nakusp
Rotary

Contact Sara
Collinson for details:
saracoll@telus.net

• Ravens Nest
• Sew Much More/Laurel Tree • Silverton Camp Café
Fabric & Fibre
• Valhalla Pure
• Nuru Coffee Bar
• Reitmeier Logging
• New Market Foods
• Big Dog Music
• The Donation Store
• Eldorado Square
• Silverton Building Supplies • Glacier View Service
• Apple Tree
• Valhalla Community Choir Carollers
• Inspirations by Sanderella • Canco
• New Denver Pharmacy
• Rutabagas
Winners of the colouring contest:
Juna Jane, Sapphire Perry, Cheyenne Laybourne
Winners of the baskets:
Judy von Krogh, Lorie Langford, Lisa Scott, Lori Friesan
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Nicholas and
Wendy would
like to wish
everyone
a Merry
Christmas and
a Happy New
Year.
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Santa Claus came to Nakusp for the Celebration of Light Parade on December 3.

Shelley Thring and Shirley Weatherhead entertain the Celebration of Light crowd at Shon’s bike shop in Nakusp,
December 3.
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Aleks James with Santa Claus at New Denver’s Merchants’ Night celebration on December 3.

Rhonda Bouillet and Janice Gustafson in their finest Christmas sweaters to serve hot dogs and hot chocolate at New Denver Merchants’ Night.

We Wish all our Customers a
Healthy & Happy Holiday!
Holiday Hours:
Dec 20-24 9-5 • Dec 25 & 26 Closed • Dec 27 10-4
Dec 28 10-5 • Dec 29-31 9-5 • January 1 Closed

June Reitmeier poses with some gift baskets at New Denver Merchants’ Night.

Season’s
Greetings
We wish
you a warm
and
cheerful
holiday
season.

From Rhonda
Ruston and her
team at Ruston
Law located in
Kaslo, BC and
serving the West
Kootenays.

Wishing all our Wonderful
Customers a Very Merry Christmas
& A Happy Healthy New Year!
From all of us here at

Mountain Valley Station
Slocan

We will be open
on Christmas Day &
New Year’s Day
12 - 4
Christmas Eve &
New Years Eve
8-6

Come see us for
great gifts, local
crafts & all your
wrapping needs!

We would like to thank you for all your support. Please join us daily for the
‘Season of Giving’ Daily draw contest with a grand prize drawn on Christmas Day
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Merry Christmas
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Eleanor Spangler and Liz Poarch sell Christmas swags at New Market Foods as a fundraiser for the New Denver Hospice Society. The
organization raised $659 and is grateful for the support from New Market and the community.

and

Happy New Year
from

Crescent Bay Construction
Holiday Hours:
Dec 24 closed at noon
Dec 25, 26 & 27 closed
Dec 31 closed at noon
Jan 1, 2 & 3 closed
Nakusp • Ph. 250 265-3747• Email cresbay@telus.net

One of the many floats in the Kaslo Light-up Parade was Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort’s. The parade came to the people again this year, on
December 4.

Cheryl Hammond at the entrance to the Silverton Holiday Market on December 4.
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Social enterprise café in Winlaw supports strong local food system
by Jan McMurray
A new café in Winlaw is
not only serving up delicious
local, organic food and coffee
– it’s also supporting food
access and food security in the
Slocan Valley.
The café is called ‘Picnic,’
and it’s a project of Kootenay
Food and the West Kootenay
Permaculture Co-op. As a
social enterprise, all profits
from the café go back into the
co-op’s projects, which aim
to strengthen the local food
system from farm to table.
“Years ago, we saw the
need for a social enterprise
to support our projects,”
says Shauna Fidler, founding
board member of the coop. “Although the pandemic
put a damper on our events
and classes, it gave us the
opportunity to realize our
dream of a social enterprise
café.”
The group was able to
sublease the commercial
kitchen at the Spicer Centre
in Winlaw, built by Wicked
Southern Barbeque. The
seating area is in a large (20’
x 20’) event tent, heated with
a propane heater – with picnic
tables, of course.
“It’s cozy, and the food
and coffee are fabulous!”
Fidler says. “We’ve had an
incredible response from the
community. People are elated
that they can come here for an
amazing cup of coffee from
our master barista, Giselle,
and get high-quality organic
food.”
The chef, Ananda Howitt,
makes almost everything from
scratch, in-house. “She is
super skillful at making hot
sauce from local peppers,
house-made pickles, ferments,
kimchis and jams,” Fidler

says.
K o o t e n a y F o o d ’s
preserves are also available
to buy at the café. They
have a wide selection, from
cardamom-ginger peach jam
and candied jalapenos to
pickled beets and classic dill
pickles.
As well as breakfast and
lunch sandwiches, baked
goods, coffees, teas and soda
waters, the café always has
a pot of soup on. “There’s
always a free cup of soup here
for anyone who wants one,”
Fidler says, “and anyone who
wants to can pay it forward
with $5.”
The free soup is in line
with the group’s focus in
the last couple of years on
food access and providing

for community members in
need. Picnic opened at an
opportune time for this – at
the end of June, just as the
Trozzo Creek wildfire was
starting up. “We shut down
the café model and started
feeding the community for
free,” said Fidler. “There were
so many displaced people –
some people left their houses
with nothing but the clothes
on their backs. There were
families who came here every
single day and we made sure
we always had something
to offer them, and we sent
food up the mountain to the
firefighters, too.”
At the beginning of the
pandemic, the group delivered
gift bundles filled with
jams, soups, kale chips and

Damon Chouinard, Shauna Fidler, Barista Giselle Colbert and Chef Ananda
Howitt at Picnic, a social enterprise café in Winlaw.

granola to people in need.
They provide food to other
service organizations that
work directly with people
considered vulnerable, underhoused or at risk, like the local
food banks, the Autonomous
Sinixt, Four Nations Coalition
of Indigenous Medicine and
the West Kootenay Metis
Society.
“The stresses to our

supply chains over the past
couple of years have opened
up the eyes of everyone when
it comes to food and supplies,”
said Damon Chouinard, also
a founding co-op board
member. “A social enterprise
like Picnic is fast becoming
more relevant than ever.”
Picnic is open Tuesday
through Saturday, 8 am-3
pm. On Saturday, December

18, Buddhagrass Unfiltered
will be providing live music
at the café.
Kootenay Food is now
launching a CSA (Community
Supported Agriculture)
program for take-and-bake
products like meat pies, and
soups to go. Details can
be found on the Kootenay
Food website, Facebook and
Instagram and at Picnic.
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Affordable housing project shown support at public hearing
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A proposed affordable housing
development got a ‘thumbs up’ from
the majority of people attending a
public hearing about the project.
The Kaslo Housing Society’s
Penny Lane project went through a
public hearing on November 29 to let
the public weigh in on bylaw changes
needed to let the project move ahead.
And for the most part, people
were on board.
“There is a housing crisis in this
community,” said Andy Shadrack.
“…I hope this is the first partnership,
and we need more, because we need
to make sure there is a mix of housing
available in this community for the
mix of incomes we have. There are
way too many people going to the
food bank because they can’t afford
rent and food or to pay their power
bills.”
“I am just so grateful we are
getting something that is stable,

secure, reliable and that we can
afford,” added Nancy Gibson, who
has volunteered for local community
groups for decades. “So I just want
to thank you. Every board I have
been on over the years I have heard
about the need for this and it’s never
happened. So this is wonderful and
I thank you so much.”
The housing society, along with
New Commons Development, an
organization that helps affordable
housing projects navigate the
funding and approval processes,
started planning the 10-unit, $3
million project about two years
ago, and earlier this year received
initial approval from BC Housing.
Seven of the 10 units are designed
to have affordable rents, with the
three market-rate units subsidizing
operations of the rest of the building.
However, the project needs
tweaks to the Village’s Official
Community Plan and zoning bylaws
to build on the proposed site,

adjacent to the Kemball building.
That’s because it goes against the
current zoning rules for density,
parking spaces, and setbacks from
the property line.
In introducing the project, Kaslo
Village CAO Ian Dunlop said council
was behind the project because it fits
in with larger community needs.
He noted a regional housing
survey done for the RDCK in 2020
recognized a “severe shortage” of
rental housing in Kaslo.
“I think we’re all aware of
this,” Dunlop said. “… The greatest
residential challenges were in
Creston and Kaslo, at 57% and 64%
respectively.
“That’s the kind of shortage of
rental affordable housing we have
in our community. We’ve only seen
that exacerbated with COVID, so
the need for housing is recognized
as justification for these bylaw
changes.”
He said the location was excellent

for such a project, as amenities were
within walking distance, and the
design complemented the historic
nature of the Kemball building next
door.
But not everyone was on board.
One woman said she was concerned
about the maintenance of the rental
buildings, while one nearby resident
said he didn’t want social assistance
housing in the community.
“If this is [social housing], I
am not in super-favour of it,” said
Dan Quigley. “While there is a need
for affordable housing for working
people, etc., that’s a need. But we
don’t need to bring in social housing.
“Other communities that
have done this, they regret it,” he
continued. “I know people in law
enforcement throughout the province
and I told them about it, and they said
‘it sounds like social housing, you’re
going to want to move out of Kaslo
soon, because it’s going to wreck
the town.’”
Housing Society and New
Commons officials tried to dispel
the notions, saying the building
would not be a shelter for the
homeless. They said the project is
not considered ‘social assistance
housing’ by granting agencies,
and would be properly maintained

MERRY
CHRISTMAS
from all of us here at
Eagle Small Motors

HOLIDAY HOURS
Dec 24:
Dec 25 & 26:
Dec 27-30:
Dec 31 & Jan 1:

9am - 12pm
Closed
9am - 4pm
Closed

(250) 265-4911

through rent revenue and provincial
housing support. The society would
not be inviting people from outside
the community to move to Kaslo
to live in the building, the society’s
president added.
“To me, the bottom line for the
Kaslo Housing Society is that the
people who are living in this building
are us,” said Erika Bird. “They are
our neighbours already. They won’t
be brought in from elsewhere. They
are the people who work at the
grocery store, the hotel, behind in
the kitchens. They are having a hard
time, they have a rental today but
may find it sold out from under them
next year. This is our focus, to look
after people in our own community
because there’s not a lot of options
out there.”
Other residents supported the
project and the people living there.
“I wasn’t going to speak
because I didn’t think anyone could
possibly oppose this project,” said
Kevin Flaherty. “They’ll be there,
working downtown, supporting our
businesses, helping our security.
People who live downtown add to
the safety of the citizens walking in
those communities.
“I am so proud of council for
helping it get this far, helping it pass,
filling in that hole. This would be a
real shame if this was not passed and
not allowed to go ahead.”
With the hearing concluded, the
chance for the public to weigh in on
the project was completed. Council
gave the bylaw changes second
and third readings at its December
7 meeting, and will vote on final
adoption at an upcoming meeting.
The next steps see council enter
into an agreement to sell the property
to the Housing Society – with riders
to ensure the project remains of
benefit to the public as a whole – and
the society will begin the work of
securing financing from the CMHC
and moving forward with actual
construction.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND
MERRY CHRISTMAS

WISHING EVERYONE A WONDERFUL
AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON
We would like to thank everyone for all their
continued support again this year
We look forward to seeing you in the New Year
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New Denver man’s appeal of income-tax conviction has day in court
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter
A Supreme Court judge
has reserved her decision in
the appeal of a New Denver
man convicted last summer
of not filing his income tax
returns for several years.
Justice Lindsay Lyster
said she’ll set a date for
releasing her decision on
Trevor Holsworth’s appeal
on February 14, 2022.
Holsworth was
convicted last July on
seven counts of not filing
an income tax return
between 2014 and 2017.
Three of the non-filings
were for personal taxes, and
four were for Holsworth’s
outfitting company.
Provincial Court
Judge Craig Sicotte fined
Holsworth $5,000 – $1,000
for five of the charges –
and gave him one year to
file outstanding income tax
returns. He also reduced
the fines on two of the
charges to $1 to recognize
Holsworth’s late attempt to
file those returns.
Just as in his initial
trial, Holsworth came to
the appeal court prepared
to explain to the judge his
long-standing battle with the
legal system.
In a wandering
90-minute deposition, he
said he lost faith in the
justice system during his

divorce proceedings 15
years ago. He claimed that
during the trial, the judge
accepted testimony that was
not in the transcripts, and
also that a lawyer fabricated
part of a court order.
Holsworth recounted
how he has taken his
complaint to everyone from
the BC Law Society, the
BC Ombudsman, to the
Canadian Judicial Council,
the RCMP, the Attorney
General of Canada and the
Prime Minister’s office.
Turned down at every
step, he’s now taken his case
to the United Nations. He
claims the fact judges have
absolute discretion to accept
or reject evidence denies
him a fundamental right
to justice. He also said his
treatment has infringed on
his freedom of expression,
cost him his driver’s licence
and passport, and that he
fears for his security and
safety as a citizen.
Justice Lyster asked
Holsworth repeatedly
to explain how his past
experience with the justice
system had anything to
do with the appeal of this
conviction.
He said his past treatment
showed unfairness and bias
in the entire justice system
that precludes him getting
a fair trial; that, and the
fact that the legal system
depends on revenues from

the tax system to operate
means it has a bias in its
favour.
“I have presented a very
valid freedom of expression
defence, regarding the
reporting of criminal
activity and breaches of
statutory duties within the
entire legal system that
should result in resolution
of this matter today to ‘not
guilty’ and the undertaking
of investigations into this
matter,” he told the judge,
calling his appeal ‘a protest’.
“It is disappointing of
course that this was the only
method of communication
left available to me,” he
said.
Holsworth appealed
the July ruling on several
grounds: he said the trial
judge erred in dismissing
his constitutional arguments
against the Income Tax Act
out of hand; that because he
had no money, his $5,000
fine constituted cruel and
unusual punishment; and the
case should be thrown out
because it took prosecutors
seven days more than the
18-month guideline set
by the Supreme Court of
Canada for a speedy trial.
Besides having the case
thrown out, Holsworth
also wanted the court to
issue a writ of mandamus.
That’s basically a judicial
order compelling a public
official to do their duty.

Holsworth wants Justice
Lyster to force the federal
Minister of Justice to look
into his complaint of judicial
wrongdoing.
“The entire public
service, the combined legal
powers of the AG of BC,
AG of Canada, and MOJ
office plus the denial of
service from every lawyer
including civil liberties
groups and constitutional
lawyers, obstruction of
justice by MOJ, and denial
of my right to an answer to a
constitutional question prior
to trial, and you still claim
you can provide me with a
fair and impartial trial?” he
asked the judge. “Let’s go
out into the street and ask
some random Canadians
how they feel about that
question…”

Crown rebuttal

But Crown lawyer Esher
Madhur noted whatever
his past and current legal
complaints, Holsworth
offered no evidence at his
trial to meet the actual
charges against him.
“It is regrettable Mr.

Holsworth has had so many
negative experiences,
but the trial judge was
right to dismiss them [as
irrelevant],” she told the
appeal court. She said the
issue was that Holsworth
hadn’t filed seven income
tax returns.
Madhur noted that
Holsworth said his right to
a fair trial was compromised
because the Income Tax Act
doesn’t allow a defence
called ‘due diligence’ –
that an accused has taken
precautions to avoid
breaking the law. She said
that even if Holsworth
had been allowed to make
that defence, he couldn’t
because of his lack of action.
Madhur also noted that
the trial judge had reduced
two of the fines against
Holsworth from $1,000 to
$1, noting since the trial
started he had tried to file
two of his outstanding seven
returns. But she said the trial
judged had erred in doing
that – that the mandatory
minimum fine was $1,000.
She asked for those to be

reinstated.
“It is a straightforward
error-correction in
sentencing,” she told the
court.
As for the clock running
out on Holsworth’s charges,
Madhur said that was
something that should have
been raised at trial, and “this
court is not in a position to
raise the issue.”
After a full day’s hearing,
Justice Lyster, who sat for
years as a member of the BC
Human Rights Commission,
said she was reserving her
decision. Next Valentine’s
Day, she’ll announce when
she’ll decide Holsworth’s
fate. It’s not known when
her judgement can be
expected.
After the hearing,
Holsworth told the Valley
Voice he thought he got a
fair hearing.
“I think that was about
as good as we can expect,”
he said. “I was thankful
the judge did not provide a
decision today, that’s she’ll
give it careful thought. That
is very encouraging.”
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Leadership students gain valuable skills through giving campaigns
submitted
’Tis the season to be generous
– and some Kootenay Lake School

team has been busy decorating
winter holiday boxes for each
classroom to collect food donations
this month. This annual giving
campaign promotes the spirit of
generosity, but also is an opportunity
to teach students about the larger
concept of hunger and food scarcity
in their community.
All food collected by the students
will be donated to the Slocan Valley
Food Cupboard to contribute to
their Holiday Hamper program,
which is sponsored annually through
WE Graham Community Service
Society. Student leaders have also
been holding weekly popcorn sales
to raise money to purchase gifts for
the hampers.
“We are very proud of their
enthusiastic commitment and
community service,” said Winlaw
Principal Monica Doyle.
In Nelson, the Wildflower Grade
5-6 Student Leadership Team has
recently experienced just how broad
and deep the community spirit of
generosity can extend at this time
of year. Together with educational
assistant Kim Laybourne, this
group of students from Kirsten
Johnson’s classroom organized an
online auction for December 13
to fundraise for residential school
survivors.
Students brainstormed, scripted
and planned most aspects of the

fundraising campaign themselves,
which included approaching local
businesses for donations of gift
certificates, handicrafts and other
new products or services that could
become part of the auction.
“I was pretty nervous at first,”
shared Wildflower student Elena,
“but now I feel proud that we could
raise money for an important cause.
I would definitely do it again!”
In four separate outings, the
student group managed to collect
over $750 in gift cards and more than
40 individual items, all while gaining
self-confidence and developing
valuable communication and
leadership skills through the process.
The students are also witnessing
incredible demonstrations of
empathy and generosity from their
local community members.
“One individual approached
us right on the street, curious
what the students were doing,”
said educational assistant Kim
Laybourne. “He gave them a cash
donation right then and there. The
students were blown away!”
All funds raised will be donated
to the Blood of Life Collective, a
local Sinixt group, and to the Indian
Residential School Survivor Society.
Several schools throughout the
district are collecting holiday gift
and food donations for holiday
hampers.

Open 9 – 5
Christmas Eve,
Boxing Day &
New Year’s Eve

Wide Spot
Broken bones

250-226-7255 • Hwy 6, Winlaw

Environmental activist and
Buddhist scholar Joanna Macy
once said, “You don’t need to do
everything. Do what calls your heart;
effective action comes from love. It
is unstoppable, and it is enough.” Or
as one of her students transmitted it
to me, “Everything needs to be done,
so everyone should do what they’re
doing.”
I’ve been thinking about what
everyone is doing lately, especially
the bits I’m NOT doing. In this
community, there are people
collecting and distributing food.
There are people present with others
at the end of life. Some people rescue
others from flaming trucks; some
hang out with our teenagers. There
are parents who care for children day
in and day out, and care aides who
tend our elders. There are library
volunteers who keep books in our
hands and activists who restore and
protect habitats. Others plow our
roads, develop sustainability plans,
build our homes. Some people fix our
septic fields and others blockade oldgrowth logging. Some folks work out
the tedious logistics of collecting our
recyclables or building affordable
housing. There are those who make
music, those who stock our grocery
shelves. There are the people who
give us our vaccinations or maintain
a community FB page or put out the
paper week in, week out.
It is inevitable that we should
find our own particular approach
to the world compelling. After all,

it’s what calls our heart. It is also
inevitable that we might look over at
our neighbours and wonder why in
the hell they aren’t helping us with
this important work. It is inevitable
that we will feel unappreciated,
overextended, and discouraged
sometimes. We may hide our grief
by blaming each other for what’s not
done and never saying thank you for
what is. All of this is human. It’s also
uncomfortable: I know from personal
experience that despair, self-pity and
blame suck up a lot of air.
The monk Thomas Merton said
that “… the love that unites us will
bring us suffering by our very contact
with one another. Because of this,
love is the resetting of a body of
broken bones. Even saints cannot
live with saints on this earth without
some anguish… at the differences
that come between them.”
It’s useless to worry about
whether we or anyone else is
hopeless, cynical, or uncaring. The
real work is to be completely present
to the world as it is, to love it and
ourselves and each other, and to act
intelligently and compassionately.
What does it matter how we feel,
if we are doing our piece of what
needs to be done? Every religious
tradition tells us that the world will
break our hearts, but staying centred
in love will unlock a deep capacity
– and joy – within. Whether we
consider this the gift of a meditation
practice, the Christ, or Mother
Earth is unimportant. If you want to
participate in resetting the broken
bones of this earthly body, start with
love for this world, and gratitude
for what each of us is doing from
the heart.

District 8 students are learning how
important giving can be at this time
of year, especially for those without

a home or food security, or for those
living with trauma.
The Winlaw Student Leadership

SD 8’s Wildflower Grade 5-6 Student Leadership Team organized a fundraiser for the Blood of Life Collective, a local Sinixt group, and for the
Indian Residential School Survivor Society.

Season’s Greetings
from the staff at
Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Closed Christmas
and New Year’s Day

There is light in the
darkness.

Join us online on Christmas Eve, 10 am,
Friday December 24th.
For link or more information: descamp@heartsrest.com
The members of Turner-Zion United Church of Canada invite you to
visit the calendar on widespot.ca for information on the weekly online
meditation group, bi-weekly online book study, Contemplative in the
Kootenays gatherings, and online House Church.

by Therese DesCamp
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Brent Kennedy students participated in an art and poetry program with local artist Natasha Smith and poet Rayya Liebich.

It pays to advertise in the
Valley Voice

23

Merry Christmas! We wish you
a Happy, Healthy New Year
We close at 3 pm on Christmas Eve and on New Year’s Eve all locations.
We are closed Christmas day and Boxing Day all locations. We are closed
New Year’s Day all locations. We are also closed Monday, December 27
and Monday, January 3. We are open regular hours all other times.
Kaslo
New Denver
Castlegar
250-353-2224
250-358-2500
250-365-0001

Brent Kennedy students with their group collaboration, The Sun.

The Valley Voice
is on holiday.
Our next edition comes
out January 13
Deadline for submissions
is January 7
The office will reopen
January 3
Brent Kennedy students get creative at Crescent Valley beach.

Brent Kennedy Elementary
students get creative outside
submitted
Inspired by artist Andy
Goldsworthy and the land art
movement, grades 1-4 students
from Brent Kennedy Elementary
School’s multi-age classroom took
their learning outside.
Artist Natasha Smith and Poet
Rayya Liebich led a series of fun
activities including scavenger hunts,
group builds, and a field trip to the
Crescent Valley regional park, where
students created a wide array of
stunning art creations. Photographs
of their work then guided reflections
and writing, where students created
poems to accompany their images.
Thinking by analogy, selecting
sparkly words, and paying attention
to feeling and form, students
discovered that everyone is a poet,
and that the world needs more art
and poetry.
A small booklet was created with
a compilation of their designs and
poetry as a keepsake and celebration
of their hard work and creativity.
Teachers Erin Koorbatoff
and Ashley Long’s passion for
offering an outdoor classroom and
their focus on play-based learning
inspired the creation of this project.

It was supported by an Artists in
the Classroom grant disbursed by
ArtStarts in Schools and funded by
the Province of British Columbia and
the BC Arts Council.

Holiday Closures:

Closed Dec 24-28
Open Dec 29-31@ noon then
closed till Jan 4.
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Slocan Valley
Co-op update
submitted

The Slocan Valley Co-op,
founded in 1957 as a farm supply
and grocery store in Slocan Park,
now has 2,254 active members; a
large, modern store with a gas bar
in Slocan Park; and a fuel depot
in Castlegar with a cardlock and
regional petroleum and lubricant

delivery service.
In preparation for possible
diversification and growth of the
Slocan Park site, the co-op has
purchased 1.2 acres of property
immediately behind the Slocan Park
store. In 2022, the co-op will begin
detailed assessments of costs to
examine opportunities on the newly
enlarged site.
“Looking to the future, we need
to build on our strengths while
adapting to the changing needs of our

members, our communities and our
planet,” says a December 6 report to
the community.
The board has two core strategies
for achieving sustainability. First,
in partnership with Federated Coop, the co-op aims to provide the
lowest carbon content fuel in the
West Kootenays, thereby realizing
the value of its past investments
in petroleum (Slocan Park gas bar
and Castlegar bulk fuel facility),
while also actively participating
in the transition to a lower carbon
transport sector. Second, the co-op
is committed to diversification into
areas not based on fossil fuels. In
2020, the co-op paid off all longterm debt and is now positioned
to make investments when a good
opportunity may arise. A key
objective in 2022 is to identify
and assess new opportunities for
investment and diversification.
It has been over a year since the
co-op eliminated the use of singleuse plastic shopping bags for carry-
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out purchases, instead offering paper
bags or cardboard beverage can flats
and boxes. The change has been
widely accepted as a positive step to
helping reduce plastic waste and its
environmental impact.

Community
development initiatives

For the last few years, the coop has been setting aside a portion
of its profits for community
development. They started with an
annual commitment of four $500
bursaries to graduates of Mount
Sentinel and Stanley Humphreys
Secondary Schools. This year, the
board committed the co-op to three
additional initiatives.
A Member Giving Program
started in June this year. This
initiative encourages members to
consider donating the patronage
they earn to a local non-profit. A
list of participating non-profits can
be found at the co-op’s business
locations and on the websites
A small grants program is being
established, and will fund projects
up to $5,000 with application intake
in January and February. Details
on eligibility and criteria will be
available this coming January.
$20,000 has been budgeted for
2022. In the last 18 months, the

co-op funded two projects – one
targeting isolated seniors and the
other supporting the development of
a community ice rink at Slocan Park.
Electric Vehicle Home Charger
rebate of $250 is available to current
qualifying members of the co-op.
Details can be found at the co-op
administration office in Slocan Park
or on the website.
The board recognizes the
importance for the sustainability of
the co-op of connecting with new and
younger members of the community.
They will be exploring activities
that attract young families. They are
also looking to support community
‘reopening’ events in 2022 that
bring members of the community
together after two years of COVID19-induced isolation.

Co-op premium
lubricants

The Castlegar Petroleum
Department has expanded the line of
co-op premium lubricants, and now
includes delivery services to members
throughout the Kootenays. Contact
Castlegar Petroleum Manager, Juli
Hussey at 250-226-7433 ext 232 to
learn more about how choosing coop premium lubricants can help you
increase savings and efficiency for
your business.

Slocan Valley Co-op General Manager Chris Sapriken presents a cheque for $4,463 to Slocan
Park Community Hall Society President Ruth Hackett for the community skating rink, recently
completed on the local ball field.

Slocan Park Store Manager Tina Andersen with Nellie Sookro, holding one of her fantastic
recycled plastic bags, available for sale at the co-op. Since 2004, Nellie has collected used
plastic shopping bags and crocheted a single, reusable bag that is then sold at the co-op. It
takes 100 bags to make an extremely strong, reusable one. The Slocan Valley Co-op has sold
over 190 of Nellie’s handmade bags. Her only problem these days is actually being able to find
the plastic bags she needs to recycle them into her wonderful creations.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson
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End of season for WildSafeBC
submitted
The bears are almost all
denned up for the winter, as are
the WildSafeBC programs in New
Denver, Silverton, Nakusp and
RDCK Areas H and K, and in Kaslo
and Area D.
Once again, WildSafeBC
had an active year assisting local
communities with several wildlife
conflicts throughout New Denver,
Silverton, Nakusp, Kaslo and RDCK
Areas D, H and K. The WildSafeBC
Community Coordinators combined
reached about 3,000 people through
door-to-door information delivery,
garbage tagging, attendance at public
events, booths at trailheads and local
businesses, workshops on how to
use bear spray and set up electric
fencing, delivery of the WildSafe
Rangers program, and more. Local
community coordinators, Brian
Montgomery and Cora Skaien,
would like to thank the residents
and visitors in their regions this
year for their continued interest and
efforts to reduce human-wildlife
conflict in our communities. They
look forward to returning next
season to work with everyone to
continue building the communities’
efforts to keep wildlife wild and our
communities safe.
Garbage and residential fruit
trees remain the most significant
attractants throughout the region that
lead to wildlife conflicts, although

livestock (including chickens) are
also in the top reported attractants.
Black bears remain the most
commonly reported species to the
Conservation Office Service. Bears
are intelligent animals, and once
they learn a behaviour, they continue
performing that behaviour. Thus, it
is very important that we do not let
them become food-conditioned by
learning that our homes provide
food sources, such as garbage and
fruit trees. When bears are lingering
near our homes, it can put both them
and us at risk. Let’s continue to do
what we can to help keep wildlife
wild and communities safe.
Remember that cost-sharing
options with partner organizations
for electric fencing exist for many
areas within our coverage region,
which can help reduce barriers for
establishing electric fences around
fruit trees or chicken coops. Reach
out to your local WildSafeBC
coordinator in the spring to be
connected with these organizations
to discuss options. In Silverton and
New Denver, the program has five
temporary electric fences that can be
loaned to residents, with residents
needing to supply the ground rod or
ground plate. A pruning workshop
with Harvest Share is being planned
for next year as well, which is
another great way to manage your
fruit yield.
For more information on

what the WildSafeBC community
coordinators accomplished this year,
check out the year-end reports at
www.wildsafebc.com.
During the winter months,
wildlife conflicts can still be reported
to the RAPP line at 1-877-952-7277
and urgent wildlife questions can
be directed to bc@wildsafebc.com.
Until the local programs resume
in the spring, visit wildsafebc.com

Support the
Valley Voice
with a
voluntary
subscription
Only
$10-$30

Send Cheque or Money
Order to Valley Voice,
Box 70, New Denver,
BC V0G 1S0
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and follow the Facebook page for
updates, tips, and other information
to assist you in keeping wildlife wild
and communities safe.
The WildSafeBC community
coordinators are grateful for the
funding from: the British Columbia
Conservation Foundation; the
Province of British Columbia;

Regional District of Central
Kootenay; Columbia Basin Trust;
and the Villages of New Denver,
Silverton, Nakusp and Kaslo. They
are appreciative of the Conservation
Officer Service for their ongoing
support and everyone who has made
an effort to prevent human-wildlife
conflicts this year.

Holiday Hours:

Merry Christmas and
Happy Holiday Season!
Wishing you all the best
in the New Year

Cornucopia

Dec 24 – 9 - 4:00 • Dec 25 – closed • Dec 31 – 9 - 5:30 • Jan 1 closed

“The Natural Choice”

422 Front Street, Kaslo, BC

Central Kootenay waterways
remain free of invasive mussels
submitted
Central Kootenay Invasive
Species Society received good news
– all samples collected in this year’s
mussel lake monitoring program in
the Central Kootenay region came
back negative for the presence of
zebral and quagga mussels.
The BC Invasive Mussel
Defence Program was in full swing
in 2021. The goal of the program is
to prevent the introduction of zebra
and quagga mussels (ZQM) into
BC. The program began in 2015
and consists of watercraft inspection
stations, an outreach program, and
lake monitoring. In 2021, the Central
Kootenay Invasive Species Society
(CKISS) collected 267 samples
from nine waterbodies in the Central
Kootenay region as part of the
Provinces’ mussel lake monitoring
program.
ZQM are two freshwater
invasive species that are originally
from the Baltic Sea. They were
introduced to North America’s Great
Lakes in the 1980s via ballast water
of international shipping vessels.
They have since spread throughout
Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, and 24
American states. Early detection of
ZQM is critical because they have
negative impacts on biodiversity,
water quality, recreation, fisheries,
species at risk, and infrastructure
such as hydropower facilities and
municipal water supplies.
The negative results report is
welcome news considering earlier
in the year the Province of BC and
CKISS were alerted that live invasive
zebra mussels had been found in
shipments of aquarium moss balls
sold at pet stores in BC and other
western provinces and states. The

BC Conservation Officer Service
sprang into action and reached out to
over 1,100 pet stores and seized more
than 9,000 moss balls to prevent
the sale of moss balls that may be
contaminated with ZQM.
The overland movement of
uncleaned watercraft and related
equipment is the number one
way that ZQM spread to a new
waterbody. The small mussels attach
to hard surfaces, like boat hulls,
and can survive for several weeks
out of water. In addition, the freeswimming larvae of ZQM can
survive for weeks in standing water
in a boat’s bilge, ballast, wells,
or engine compartments. For this
reason, the BC Invasive Mussel
Defence Program coordinated
nine water craft inspection stations
along major transportation corridors
throughout the province from midMay to late October 2021. It is
mandatory for all watercraft to stop
at these stations to be inspected for
the presence of ZQM.
It would only take one
contaminated boat to start a new
ZQM infestation. CKISS would like
to remind the public that suspected
invasive mussels should be reported
immediately to the Conservation
Officer Service’s Report All Poachers
and Polluters: 1-877-952-7277
(RAPP). In addition, all watercraft
owners should follow Clean, Drain,
Dry protocol when traveling between
waterbodies to prevent the spread of
aquatic invasive species. Aquarium
owners are urged never to dump
the contents of their aquariums
into natural waterways or drains.
Dispose of aquatic plants by drying
and freezing them and then adding
to household garbage.

PHOTO CREDIT: CKISS

PHOTO CREDIT: WEGCSS

What could be more uncomfortable than jumping into Slocan Lake in December? How about doing it in a snowstorm? But the weather didn’t stop
a baker’s dozen of brave souls from taking the plunge on December 4 from the beach in the village of Slocan – while another 30 people watched.
The ‘Brainfreeze’ event was raising money for Jack.org, a Canadian organization that is developing programs and youth leadership to tackle the
challenges of youth mental health. Not only did the polar bear dippers raise $700 for the national organization, the youth mental health support
programs at WE Graham Community Services Society also received a $500 donation as a response to the event.
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CKISS Aquatics Program Coordinator collecting plankton samples at Kootenay Lake. Samples
were analyzed in a provincial lab to detect any presence of ZQM veligers (microscopic larvae).
PHOTO CREDIT: LAKES COMMISSION
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ZQM in an aquarium moss ball

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Summit Lake Ski Hill asks for help
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The volunteers that operate the
Summit Lake Ski and Snowboard
Area are reaching out for the public’s
help.
They say rising insurance costs
and lost revenue as a result of the
pandemic have hit the community-

owned non-profit ski hill hard.
“Each year we have struggled with
meeting rising operating costs: fuel,
wage increases, safety equipment,
new technology, maintenance of
the handle tow, T-bar, groomer,
snowmobile, Lodge, Rental Shop and
waxing and tuning equipment,” says
a news release from the Summit Lake

Ski Club. “We have been able to stay
afloat, but last year was especially
challenging.”
The club says that many small
local ski hills have had to shut down in
recent years, especially due to the high
price of liability insurance. They say
they’ve been able to remain open with
the help of government grants, NGO

27
support, and donations from private
businesses and individuals.
But this year, the hill has hit a
crunch.
“Summit Lake Ski Hill is facing
uncertainty about maintaining
operating costs,” they report. “This
year, insurance costs alone are over
$30,000, representing a 33% increase

from last year.”
Also hitting hard was the
pandemic, and the steps the hill has
had to take to keep open.
“This alone contributed to a
dramatic loss of revenue, including
increased signage, extra sanitation
cleaning supplies, additional cleaning
staff, cancellation of special events
(Interfor Night, Carnival & Special
Ski Day events), reduced number of
students in the School District 10 ski
school program, and loss of kitchen
sales and rental income,” they write.
The letter asks the public for
“suggestions and direct support” to
help generate revenue for the ski hill.
“Let us know how you can help us
keep Summit Lake Ski Area open, this
year and many years to come,” it says.
For feedback ideas, contact Sylvia
Warantz at sylofsls@gmail.com.

The Summit Lake Ski Hill has been hit hard by the pandemic and is looking for revenue-generating ideas. The hill, operated by a non-profit society, runs a program for School District 10 Arrow Lakes students every year.

Bridge construction in Monashees
recognized with award
submitted
The new bridge on Hwy 6 about
33 kilometres west of the Needles
ferry in the Monashee Mountains has
been recognized with an award from
the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure.
Coquitlam Ridge Constructors Ltd.
was presented with the 2021 Bridges
and Structures Award for its work on the
Cortiana bridge. This project included
the construction of a two-lane, 10-metrespan bridge with rock-anchored spreadfootings to replace existing culverts. The
project also included the reconstruction
of approaches, the supply and installation
of a 43-metre-long detour bridge and
stream channelization works. The
location of the bridge on Highway 6
in the Monashee Mountains presented
challenges for delivery of items including
concrete, girders, and cranes.
Coquitlam Ridge Constructors
Ltd. adapted its work system to address
stakeholders’ concerns and changes
to the project environment. It worked
with Assuage Environmental and was
innovative in its handling of the creek
flow during winter, using a system of
heaters and 900-millimetre pipes to
effectively maintain flow with minimal
issues. Its system of handling water
in winter conditions was effective
and impressive. Coquitlam Ridge
Constructors completed the retaining
wall backfill works in winter using a
blast rock winter fill, which allowed
it to complete in-stream works at low

flow level.
Delays caused by record-high
water flows forced the project into a
seasonal shutdown, requiring additional
mobilization to complete the works in the
spring. Coquitlam Ridge Constructors
Ltd. navigated difficulties during
instream construction, unexpected
geotechnical conditions and a site
configuration adjacent to stakeholders.
Coquitlam Ridge Constructors Ltd.
worked with Ministry Representative
Robert Smith and Project Manager
Spencer Holden to accomplish the
successful completion of the Cortiana
bridge.
The contract amount for the bridge
was $3.8 million.

Coquitlam Ridge Constructors Ltd. won an
award for the construction of the Cortiana bridge
west of Needles in the Monashee mountains.

Merry Christmas from
Haley, Warren, Dave, and Ariana

NAKUSP
AUTO
PARTS
301 Broadway
Nakusp, BC
265-3131
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Council can’t act on offensive signage in town, lawyer rules
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
When Kaslo Councillor Molly
Leathwood asked if they could
pass a bylaw against racism at
the December 6 meeting, some of
her fellow councillors thought she
was joking – but quickly realized

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

she wasn’t.
“Perhaps it would give us
more power when those kind of
things happen?” she asked, quite
seriously.
Leathwood was responding to
initial information the Village had
received from its lawyers about
offensive signs posted inside a
storefront at 423 Front Street,
in Kaslo’s downtown. Residents
have complained to the Village
that some of the comments are
transphobic, racist, or generally
offensive to minorities. The

Christ being born at
Christmas is a sign of
God’s selfless love for us

And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David
a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Luke 2:8-12
A message from St. Anthony’s Catholic Church
in New Denver

storefront has been the site of small
demonstrations in opposition to
the sentiments expressed.
But the lawyer the Village
consulted after council first heard
complaints about the store in
September says there’s not much
the local government can do.
“The Village has no authority
to enforce provisions of the
Criminal Code or BC Human
Rights Code,” a report from staff
said. “To the extent residents feel
this signage breaches either, they
can contact the BC Human Rights
Tribunal or RCMP.”
The report goes on to say
the Village’s heritage or sign
bylaws don’t apply because the
offending notices are posted
inside the building. And as it’s an
empty space, there’s no licencing
leverage either.

Merry
Christmas
and

Happy New
Year
Our sincere gratitude to all our
customers!
250-353-2257

Front Street, Kaslo

Mass will be held at
1:30 pm, Sunday,
December 26

Merry Christmas
& Happy New
Year

Mill Rd • Nakusp • 250-265-4100

from all
of us at
Galena
Contractors
Ltd

Not only that, the Village has
to protect people’s rights – even
to be offensive.
“It has to be done very
carefully so we don’t cross
over into territory that is not
our authority,” said Corporate
Officer Catherine Allaway. She
then quoted from a legal opinion
the village received: “The Village
must consider the implications of
any decision on the Charter rights
of the property owner, including
their freedom of expression,” she
said. “Where a Charter-protected
right or value may be impacted,
the municipality must consider
how to minimally impair that
Charter value and to ensure the
impacts of its decision on Charter
values are proportionate to its
goals.”

‘Lead by example’

Councillor Kellie Knoll asked
if any other cities had anti-racism
bylaws or policies.
“Certainly we can have policies
that affect how a business does its
business,” said CAO Ian Dunlop.
“But when it comes to private
property and private expression,
that’s where you get into this grey
area where local government has
no authority to judge, unless it’s
completely blatant.
“ I t ’s o n e t h i n g t o f i n d
something offensive, but we’re
not a court of law to say whether
or not it crosses that line…”
Councillor Van Mill suggested
people should contact the RCMP if
they think the signs break the law.
“We’re all allowed to express
our opinion… there are persons
[for it] and persons against it,” he
continued. “I walk by that place.
It’s not something I would want to
do to advertise on my window…
but I don’t think it’s picking on
anyone in particular…”
“This is where the BC Human
Rights commission comes in. They
are set up to deal exactly with
these types of situations,” Dunlop
added.
While council received the
report, the issue came up again
during public question period.
“I understand that you are
unable to legally do anything about
signs that are posted in a privately
owned building,” said Margaret
Smith. “But are you able to lead
by example, and as the elected

governing body of Kaslo, are
you willing to publicly denounce
racism and transphobia?”
A second citizen agreed, saying
there were steps the council could
take.
“There are many municipalities
across Canada that feel it is their
responsibility to stand up against
racism and discrimination,” said
Dr. Shelina Musaji. She also took
issue with Councillor Van Mill’s
comments that the signs didn’t
pick on anyone in particular.
“I beg to differ. I have patients
– youths, others – who are quite
offended with those signs that
definitely target gender, target
sexual orientation, and target
race… and many of us feel those
are targeted signs. And as a
municipality, you can challenge
this, to show that you do have
solidarity with people and you will
not stand for a non-inclusive place
for us to live.”
Hewat reiterated they would
be discussing what they could or
couldn’t say about the signage
after they held their in-camera
debrief on the legal opinion at the
end of the meeting.

It’s in the OCP

The mayor next addressed the
issue in a statement December 10,
reiterating that legal opinion had
been sought on the matter.
“I recognize that we are looked
at as leaders in our community and
that there is an expectation that a
strong position should be taken
when sensitive matters arise,”
she said. However, she added that
“rushing to make a reactionary
decision in the heat of the moment
rarely leads to good decisions.”
Calling for understanding
and compassion, Hewat said that
while local governments can’t
impinge on individual freedom of
expression, she also emphasized
that no one should feel threatened
or unsafe in the community.
“Respecting each other is one
of our core values, and Council
voted to enshrine this in the
upcoming update to the Official
Community Plan,” she said.
The preamble to the plan,
which sets out land use guidelines
and other values for community
development will now state that
“Kaslo is a diverse, inclusive, and
welcoming community.”

Bill’s Heavy Duty Now Hiring:
• Commercial Vehicle Mechanics
• In-Shop Parts person
Join our team of trusted professionals
Competitive wages, benefits and more
Steady work in well-equipped facility
www.billsheavyduty.ca/careers
169 Hughes Road,
Castlegar, BC
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Kaslo council, December 7: Year-end business sees bylaws passed
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Zincton re-reviewed

Council is going to take another
crack at commenting on the
Zincton resort proposal. Council
had provided a brief response to
the provincial government after
reviewing the project last month.
But it did not go in-depth on the
municipality’s concerns and issues.
Mayor Suzan Hewat said she had
new information sent to her from
the Province, and because of a mixup in distribution of the material,
council should reopen the issue to
consider including it in their formal
submission. They were given an
extension to December 15 to take
another look at the material.
In November, council said the
Village supported the proposed
project, subject to some concerns
being addressed on the impact
on housing availability and
affordability, increased highway
traffic, increased burden on
emergency services, health care
and law enforcement, and strains
on local supply chains.
Council was scheduled to
meet December 14 for a special
council meeting to discuss the new
information and the project further.
That meeting will be covered in the
January 13 edition of the Valley
Voice.
Zincton is a proposed allseason backcountry resort being

planned about 30 kilometres
west of Kaslo. The proponent is
seeking tenure on 5,500 hectares
of backcountry for hikers, bikers
and skiing enthusiasts.

River danger?

Chief Administrative Officer
Ian Dunlop told council there’s
no word on when the Kaslo River
Dike project will get approval.
The project has been planned
since 2016. But between getting
federal approvals for the project,
the pandemic, skyrocketing project
prices – and now the disaster in the
Lower Mainland – the work is still
far from getting underway.
“We submitted a request to
revise our scope, given the funding
that was available,” Dunlop told
council. UBCM is very busy with
provincial funding. We haven’t
heard, and may not hear from some
time, which unfortunately puts our
project back that much further.”
“This project isn’t moving
forward unless we get a lot more
money,” the CAO said, noting the
project cost was now double the
initial $300,000 estimate. “There’s
advocacy we need to do to get
moving.”
But Henry Van Mill said he
was concerned about more than the
dike project. He’d like the whole
river course upstream of town to
be assessed for potential problems,
given the recent disastrous flooding
and mudslides in the Lower

Mainland.
“Considering what happened in
the Lower Mainland, I think we’re
really behind the eight-ball,” he
said. Van Mills said the riverbed
upstream from the village is strewn
with logs and debris, and is an
“accident waiting to happen.”
“We need to do it now before
something happens,” he said.
“Because it will become our
problem.”

Sewer parcel tax hike?

The Liquid Waste Management
Committee sent a series of
recommended motions to council,
including a call to increase the sewer
parcel tax. That’s a set rate per foot
of frontage a property owner has to
pay for the Village sewer system.
That recommendation will go to
the budget deliberation process,
which starts in earnest in January.

CAO notes

• The construction of a new
Kaslo River bridge is winding
down, and two-way traffic on the
road will resume soon. Final touchup work and landscaping will take
place in the spring.
• It seems a lot of people are
interested in the future of the
village and its growth. The Official
Community Plan released a survey
in the fall looking for people’s
input, and they got more than 152
responses. That’s more than 3,400
individual answers, some of them
very detailed, Dunlop said. The

Kaslo mayor says vax compliance
won’t threaten Langham tax exemption
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Langham won’t have
to fear any blowback from the
Village for following the orders of
the provincial health officer.
Mayor Suzan Hewat issued
a statement December 9 saying
a councillor’s comments that
the arts centre should lose its
permissive property tax exemption
for enforcing vaccine mandates is
wrong.
“Regarding the unnecessary
controversy targeted at the
Langham, the Village cannot use
a threat of losing a tax exemption
to force an organization to operate
unlawfully,” she said in a new
release released by the Village
on December 10. “The Langham,
other organizations and businesses
in our community are doing the
best they can to interpret and
comply with provincial public
health orders.”
At the November 23 council
meeting, Councillor Kellie Knoll
responded to a resident who
wondered why the community
facility was getting a tax break
from the Village, but would not
allow some people to attend events
there because of the vaccine
mandate.
“I am going to talk to the
Langham about this, because I
do see it as unfair – it does go
against the Charter of Rights

for our community,” he said. “If
they’re going to stick with that,
then maybe this year they don’t get
their exemption. Because they’re
only catering to a small percentage
of the population.”
The mayor said the village
wouldn’t do that.
“It will be a huge relief when
the orders are lifted but in the
meantime the Village has no
authority to override them,” she
assured citizens. “Please be kind
and understanding to each other
and we will get through this
together.”

Langham accessible

In a letter in this week’s Valley
Voice, the executive director of the
Langham Cultural Society says

that only a handful of Langham
events are covered by the vaccine
mandate.
Paul Grace-Campbell said the
facility has worked hard to ensure
dozens of programs and services
continue for the community,
fully accessible to all residents
both online and in person. He
says the controversy has led to
misunderstanding of accessibility
at the centre, and they’ve taken it
up with council.

SEASON’S
Greetings
2021

From Eric’s Meat
Market & Staff

Kaslo, BC
250-353-2436

surveys will be divided up amongst
committee members to review.
“It’ll be some Christmas
homework for everyone to work
on,” he said.
• The new Kaslo Public
Library project has an architect.
The committee overseeing the
fundraising and construction of a
new library has signed a contract
with the winner of the RFP for the
project. That should be announced
when it’s finalized.
“They had some really strong
proposals and the chosen contractor
is going to do a great job,” says
Dunlop.

Dunlop told council he’s going
to try to come in a few times over
the holidays to try to catch up. “I’ve
got the two-week Christmas break
blocked off to work on getting
caught up on projects and trying
not be distracted by emails and
other things going on – we’ll see
how that goes,” he told council.
So to CAO Dunlop and all
the other municipal staff across
the Kootenays burning a bit of
Christmas midnight oil over the
holidays, the Valley Voice extends
you a very happy holidays and
new year.

Christmas shutdown

The hard work of municipal
staff all year gets a small reward
this season. Council voted at the
meeting to give Village workers
$60 worth of Kaslo Chamber
Bucks to offset some of their
seasonal purchases.
The Village office will be
closed from December 24 to
January 3.

Area D is not alone in the
heartache of Xmas 2021
I am grateful we are graced by
beautiful outdoors to help and a
dedicated retail and service
sector that has persevered
through grit and grin
I wish to you all a warm hearth to
share with loved ones, health and
plenty of blue bird days to highlight
what we can rejoice in daily
From our house to yours,
Merry Christmas
Aimee Watson
Director Area D, RDCK

Warm wishes to you and yours
this holiday season

Holiday Hours:
Closed Dec. 25, 26 & Jan.1

Front St. Kaslo • 250-353-2566 • www.figmentscanada.com
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Multiple COVID cases hit Edgewood, but IH not declaring outbreak

Warren, Gale,
Lyle & James

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Health officials are encouraging
West Kootenay residents to get
vaccinated against COVID-19,
as cases in the region remain
stubbornly high.
The Arrow Lakes health service
area, which includes part of the
Valley Voice coverage area, has
among the highest per-capital
COVID case rates in the province
– and the lowest uptake of the
vaccine.
The BC Centre for Disease
Control recorded seven new cases
in the Arrow Lakes subregion
between November 28 and
December 4. That number isn’t
high in absolute numbers, but the
region has amongst the highest
per-capita case rate in the province,
at more than 20 cases per 100,000.
In the same time period, Nelson
saw three new cases, Trail one, and
Castlegar eight.
As of press time Monday,
Interior Health said there were 529

active cases of COVID reported
in the Interior Health region; 34
people were hospitalized, and 19
needed to be treated in the ICU.

Edgewood cases

The community of Edgewood
was hit with multiple cases of
COVID in the first week of
December, though it’s not known
how many exactly.
“Interior Health has not
identified a specific cluster in
Edgewood and no outbreaks have
been declared,” says Dr. Karin
Goodison, medical health officer,
Interior Health. “However, we have
seen increased COVID-19 activity
in the broader Arrow Lakes region
in the last two weeks and cases
of COVID-19 are possible in any
community.”
Several residents of Edgewood,
a community on the west shore
of the Arrow Lakes south of
Nakusp, took to Facebook to
let their neighbours know they
have contracted the virus. The
local Legion cancelled its popular
Saturday evening dinners “out of an
abundance of caution” until further
notice, organizers posted to the
social media site.
The only outlet for buying
groceries in town was also closed
to the public on December 6.
“The Edgewood General Store
is CLOSED today, due to lack of
healthy employees,” the business
wrote on its Facebook page. “Sorry
for any inconvenience. Our family
is waiting for COVID results as
well before any of us can work.
Please be patient as we navigate
this.”
The store was able to partially
reopen a few days later, with
residents calling in or dropping
off their orders and waiting to pick
them up outside. On December
12, the store reopened to inperson shopping, but masks were
mandatory for anyone entering.
While Interior Health officials
say they weren’t declaring the

situation a community outbreak
in Edgewood, they were advising
residents to get the shot.
The vaccination rate in the
Arrow Lakes health service area,
which includes Nakusp and area,
remains around 75%, well below
the provincial average of over 90%.
“This is why we urge everyone
who is over five years old to get
registered and get immunized,” adds
Goodison. “We also remind people
that staying home when you are sick,
masking indoors, handwashing, and
keeping gatherings small continue
to be important tools in preventing
COVID-19 transmissions in all
communities.
“Please also get tested if you
have symptoms of COVID-19.”
Testing can be a problem in
Edgewood, which is about 60
kilometres south of Nakusp. A
former health professional in New
Denver told the Valley Voice earlier
this month that IH’s testing regime
was inadequate for a rural area like
the Arrow Lakes subregion, and
the number of cases in the area are
likely far under-reported (see ‘Clear
data, better testing needed to boost
West Koot vax rates,’ Valley Voice,
December 2).
Meanwhile, there were no new
school exposures recorded in the
area during the latest reporting
period.
The unvaccinated remain far
and away those most likely to
require hospitalization and intensive
care treatment.
Besides the regular clinics
on Wednesdays in Nakusp and
Kaslo, the next vaccination popups Interior Health has planned
are for Nakusp (December 17 and
18 at the arena), Kaslo (January
10 and 11 at the Legion), Slocan
Park (December 16 and 17 at the
hall), and the Village of Slocan
(December 18 at the Legion). Daily
clinics are also underway in Nelson
and Castlegar. Visit the Interior
Health website for details.
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Better awareness, coordination needed to protect seniors from abuse, report says
submitted
A new report says abuse of
seniors in BC is rising, and calls on
the Province to do more to protect the
vulnerable elderly.
On December 8, Seniors
Advocate Isobel Mackenzie released
the results of a systemic review of
seniors’ abuse and neglect in British
Columbia in a report titled Hidden
and Invisible.
The report examined current
legislative protections, assessed
reporting practices, reviewed five
years of existing data, surveying
more than 1500 British Columbians
and consulting with 150 stakeholders.
The review highlights that reports
of abuse and neglect of people 65
and over have increased significantly
in the past five years with: a 49%
increase in reports of abuse, neglect
and self-neglect to health authorities,
a 69% increase in reports of victims
of violent crime to the RCMP, and
a 30% increase in reports of abuse
to bc211.
“Reported cases of seniors abuse
and neglect have risen significantly

over the past five years. This tells
us that the problem is growing,”
said Mackenzie. “As the population
continues to age, we must ensure our
systems for identifying, reporting and
reducing seniors abuse and neglect
are strong.”
The report indicates that 28% of
British Columbians report witnessing
seniors abuse and neglect, but less
than half reported the abuse, mostly
because they did not know who to
call.
“ We k n o w t h a t B r i t i s h
Columbians care about seniors
and want to do the right thing, but
they are lacking the information
and tools they need to ensure
quick and effective reporting of
the abuse, neglect and self-neglect
of our vulnerable seniors,” stated
Mackenzie.
The report highlights a
fragmented system, with at least
seven designated agencies with
legislated responsibility to respond
to protection concerns of seniors’
abuse, neglect or self-neglect.
“When we look at the current

submitted
Want to learn more about how
to apply for arts and culture grants
delivered by the Columbia Kootenay
Cultural Alliance? Attend a free
workshop with a CKCA representative,
who will share how to apply and what
to expect from the application process.
Individuals working in all
artistic disciplines as well as arts and
cultural organizations residing in the
Columbia Basin are invited to attend
the workshops.
The Columbia Basin Trust’s arts
and culture grants are managed and
administered by CKCA. The Trust
proudly supports initiatives and projects
that highlight Basin arts and culture.
Working with community arts
councils, individual artists, performers,

writers, and arts and cultural
organizations, the goal of the Columbia
Kootenay Cultural Alliance is to build
long-term sustainability for artists and
to strengthen and support arts and
cultural organizations.
Workshops start in December and
run through January, online.
Workshops are FREE. Preregistration is required. For dates and to
register visit: www.basinculture.com.
More information and general
funding policies are available online
at www.basinculture.com. The 2022
funding program information is
expected to be launched mid-January
2022.
Further questions? Email admin@
wkartscouncil.com or call 1-250-5055505; toll free 1-877-505-7355.

Free arts and culture grant writing workshops

Don’t give or receive
a virus for
Christmas!

Paul Peterson,
Director Arrow Lakes
Regional District
of Central Kootenay

system, we find there are 10 or more
numbers, that are not well known,
that people might call to report an
abuse concern,” she said. “We need
to move to a coordinated system
similar to what we have for reporting
child protection concerns.”
The report also highlighted the
need for a centralized tracking and
reporting system to better understand
patterns and trends over time that will
help identify successful intervention
strategies.
“We need a much better
understanding of the full extent
of seniors’ abuse and neglect in
BC, and to achieve this we need
better data. We cannot effectively
fix a problem until it is properly
analyzed,” commented Mackenzie.

Review the
Guardianship Act

In addition to the immediate
actions needed to improve awareness
and reporting of seniors’ abuse,
neglect and self-neglect, the report
recommends a comprehensive review
of the Adult Guardianship Act.
“There was significant work done in
the 1990s to protect vulnerable adults,
but we know much more now than we
did then. And it is time to apply our
learning to update the Act to meet
the needs of our growing seniors

MEET MAGGIE

Maggie is a Senior Citizen and
she’s looking for a safe and comfy
Furrever Home. She’s a sweet girlie, and she likes attention from people!
She hides when the other foster cats
are around though, so she’ll be best as
the only cat in the household. Please
call PALS at 250-265-3792 if you think
Maggie will fit into your loving home.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

population,” concluded Mackenzie.
The report includes five
recommendations:
1. Establish provincial standards
of practice, policies, and front-line
training to respond to seniors’ abuse
and neglect.
2. Create province-wide public
awareness initiatives and training on
seniors’ abuse and neglect.
3. Develop a central, single point
of contact to report calls of concern

of seniors’ abuse and neglect.
4. Ensure consistent data
collection, methods, and definitions
to record, track and monitor abuse
and neglect cases.
5. Undertake a full comprehensive
review of the Adult Guardianship
Act.
The complete report is available
at https://www.seniorsadvocatebc.
ca/osa-reports/hidden-and-invisiblereport/.

Wishing you and your
family a warm and festive
holiday season!
RHC Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Holiday Hours:
Closing December 23 at 4 pm
Closed December 24-27
Open Dec 28-30 9 am-5 pm
Closing December 31 at 3 pm
Closed January 1-3

Temporary Part-time Employment Opportunity

North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society
Child & Youth Outreach Worker - Art Specialist
An exciting opening for an Art Therapist to work with children
and youth in Kaslo.
28 hours/week January 2022 – June 2023
Job Share considered
As the Child and Youth Outreach Worker you will provide comprehensive
evidence-based services for children and youth under the age of 19, residing
in Kaslo and the surrounding area. You will work closely with members of
the counselling team, referring agencies and community partners. Clinical
supervision will be provided.
Preferred qualifications:
• Bachelor’s degree in a related social services field, with a Diploma in Art
Therapy or a lesser degree with a combination of training and experience
• Registered with CATA/BCATA.
• Demonstrated experience developing and conducting psycho-educational
support groups for children and youth, including art therapy.
• Demonstrated knowledge and skills in assessment and treatment of
children and youth who experience mental, emotional and behavioural
problems.
• Demonstrated consultation and liaison skills with external agencies.
• Driver’s licence and access to a vehicle for work purposes.
Please email the Administrator at North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society with your resume and cover letter addressing the preferred
qualifications to: administrator@nklcss.org.
Wage at $28.50-32.50/hour

From Kim, Logan, Mark,
Norm, Paul, Anthony,
Taylor & Ben

The position will remain open until a suitable candidate is hired. Only those
shortlisted will be contacted.
NKLCSS is committed to an equitable, diverse, and
inclusive workforce. We welcome applications from
all qualified persons. We encourage members of the
BIPOC and LGBTQIA2S+ communities to apply.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

AUTOMOTIVE

1983 THUNDERBIRD FOR SALE. 250777-1570.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
What an amazing opportunity to live your
dream and own your own business. Become
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and
a quaint building on the main street of
New Denver. The newspaper business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

CARD OF THANKS

THE CAPC PROGRAM wishes to thank
Nakusp Home Hardware; Save on Foods

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Nakusp; Nakusp Hot Springs, Chalets and
Campground; Silverton Building Supplies;
Raven’s Nest; and New Market Foods for
donating prizes for our Snowman Contest.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!
THANK YOU FROM DONNA
GIBBONS - As many of you know, I
will not be returning to my position as NP
at the Slocan Community Health Centre
(SCHC). It had been my intention to return
to the work I loved as soon as I was well
enough but the barriers are just too high.
Both the New Denver and Slocan clinics
were amazing places to work and I would
like to acknowledge the many people who
made it so.
The staff at SCHC - housekeeping,
maintenance, office staff, allied health
providers, lab and x-ray techs, care aides,
LPNs, RNs. The care and compassion you
brought every day to work made the centre
one of the best places I have ever worked.
Special thanks to Marie Hunder, whose
magic physio skills kept me in motion for
so long and to RNs Andy Smith and Leslie
Beare, gifted professionals whose support

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Holiday Sale

Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Everything 10% off!
Open Every Day ‘til Xmas:
Mon–Sat, 11 am - 4 pm
Sunday, Noon - 3 pm

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Chartered Professional Accountant

BIG DOG MUSIC

518 6th Ave • New Denver

– Bulk Ordering –

H. A. Benson Inc.

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

New Market Foods

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

CLASSIFIED ADS

gave me hope.
Dr Burkholder. Chuck, you are gold. Thank
you for everything.
Our regional specialists and consultants thanks for the care and knowledge you’ve
offered both to my patients and to me this
past year.
The pharmacists in New Denver, Kaslo
and Nelson. You have been an invaluable
resource.
Most importantly, my patients. I was
honoured to work with you over the past
seven years. You have taught me so much.
You challenged me to go beyond the usual
approaches to issues and helped me become
a better practitioner. I miss being there
with you.
With gratitude,
Donna Gibbons
PS. I can’t forget YRB - thanks for keeping
the road between Kaslo and New Denver
clear so I could get to work and back home
safely every day.
Personal Classifieds start
at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
THE NORTH VALLEY MOUNTAIN
FILM FESTIVAL is now accepting
submissions of short films and digital
slideshows for its 2022 event. Visit www.
northvalleyfilmfestival.com for event
information and submission guidelines or
email inquiries to northvalleyfilmfest@
gmail.com

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

The Valley Voice December 16, 2021
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

HELP WANTED

67-YEAR-OLD MAN from New Denver
area looking for home care, part-time.
250-358-2756.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of

Evergreen
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments
250-265-0387

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358-6806

MUSIC LESSONS

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY is a community resource,
providing step-by-step information
to assist in making informed choices
when pre-planning a personalized,
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

WANTED

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or
email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION!
Koots Kids Clothing Store, 222 Lake Ave.,
Silverton General Store. Used clothing and
footwear accepted. Closed Dec. 18-Jan.
7, then open on Saturdays 11 am-3 pm.
Contact us at info@kootskids.ca

ghghghgh
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BC becomes first province to provide 100% rent bank coverage
submitted
Low- to moderate-income
renters in every part of British
Columbia now have access to rent
bank services through an extended
partnership between BC Rent Bank
and the Kamloops and District
Elizabeth Fry Society.
Rent banks provide interestfree loans for tenants in urgent
circumstances so they do not lose
their housing.
“I’d like to extend my
gratitude to the BC Rent Bank and
Kamloops and District Elizabeth
Fry Society for its work to help
people in financial distress in our
province,” said David Eby, Attorney
General and Minister Responsible
for Housing. “Rent banks are
temporary solutions for some
people in housing crisis. While
they are not the ultimate solution
to affordable housing generally, the
services rent banks offer are vital to
WANTED

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 19661977 Ford Bronco. Please call 1-778-6945724.

prevent homelessness and must be
available to all British Columbians.
I’m very proud these essential
services are now offered in every
part of the province.”
Rent banks are housing-stability
and homelessness-prevention
resources that renters can turn to
during unexpected interruptions
to income that jeopardize their
housing. The interest-free loans
can be applied to tenants’ rent or
essential utilities, or toward the
deposit or first month’s rent for
tenants who have secured housing
but are unable to pay these.
BC Rent Bank, a project of the
Vancity Community Foundation, is
partnering with the Kamloops and
District Elizabeth Fry Society on an
interim basis to centralize rent bank
services throughout the province.

This means people in communities
that did not previously have access
to rent bank loans and services,
including on Vancouver Island, in
the south Okanagan and in northern
BC, can now access help to stay in
stable housing wherever they are in
the province.
A rent bank is available in
the West Kootenay through the
Castlegar and District Community
Services Society.
“This is a major milestone for
our project to achieve, considering
that two years ago there were seven
rent bank locations primarily in
the Metro Vancouver area,” said
Melissa Giles, project manager, BC
Rent Bank. “Rent banks are much
more than lenders. We are very
much focused on the whole person
– the renter who is experiencing

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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housing insecurity and financial
shocks – and we are striving to care
for their well-being beginning with
stable and safe housing.”
BC Rent Bank, which
is supported by a $10 million
investment from the provincial
government, is working to secure
long-term partners to provide rent
bank services in each of the newly
covered 15 regions to localize
services and support the delivery
of other wraparound services to rent
bank clients.
Business Classifieds
start at $10.00
Call toll-free: 1-833-501-1700 for details

Next Valley
Voice Deadline:
January 7,
2022

Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

For all your interior
renovation needs:

s.king@solid-plan.ca

- Complete Drywall
Services

(250) 358-7922

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Store Hours 9am – 5pm
Monday- Friday.
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Scarlett’s Electric

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money
Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

mobile

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

River Bardati
250-354-9535
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Picture book tells the history of the Kootenays
by Jan McMurray
Lost Kootenays: A History in
Pictures by Eric Brighton and Greg
Nesteroff is a great gift idea.
The book has over 130 distinctly
Kootenay photographs from the
1860s to the 1950s, and it gives more
than a taste of the region’s rich and
varied history – from its Indigenous
peoples to its miners and loggers,
from buildings to boats and railways,
from hot springs to community
events.
‘Lost Kootenays’ is also a very
popular Facebook page. It was
started in March 2013 by Zac Odin
of Creston and within three weeks, it
had become one of the most popular
Facebook pages in the region with
5,000 followers. It has since grown
to 50,000.
In 2019, local historian and

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

journalist Greg Nesteroff began
managing the page, and Eric
Brighton joined him in 2020.
Earlier this year, when the
Facebook site had grown to about
35,000 followers, it caught the
attention of a publisher – MacIntyre
Purcell of Lunenberg, Nova Scotia.
They approached Nesteroff and
Brighton and asked if they would be
interested in turning it into a book.
“We thought, ‘why not?’”
Nesteroff said in an email interview.
The photos are from archives
and museums, and many are from
Nesteroff’s private collection. “I
have a little under 1,700 vintage
postcards of the West Kootenay/
Boundary, plus other photographs
and ephemera. Probably 90% of it
was purchased on eBay with the
remainder acquired at other auctions,

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

antique stores, and from other
collectors,” he said.
The book is available for

sale at Raven’s Nest and Silvery
Slocan Museum in New Denver,
Figments in Kaslo, Spiritwood in

Lost Kootenays: A History in Pictures by Eric Brighton and Greg Nesteroff is a great gift idea.

EDUCATION

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

Your ad could
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STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

Nakusp, other outlets in Nelson and
around the Kootenays, and online
at Amazon.

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com
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Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues.

TUES

REAL ESTATE GIFTS
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Book your appointment:
- Dental cleanings & Exams
- Whitening soon!
- Accepts dental insurance,
- Short waitlists.
- Professional and gentle.

Outside Nakusp
250.265.0387

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca
250-365-9640
Proud to serve the
Slocan
Valley!

“Experience that Moves”
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The Great 2021 News Quiz

It’s that time of the year!
Journalists are busy swilling
Christmas hootch with the boys in
the printing room, and the publisher
is distracted filling out the generous
seasonal bonuses they have for staff.
So to help fill this edition quickly
to help you pass the season, we’ve
come up with a little news quiz for
the year 2021, to see how much you
paid attention to the local news, great
and small.
So grab your pencils, challenge
your friends, and see how well you
can recall a year that you’ll probably
want to forget as soon as possible. If
you find yourself stumped, you’ll find
the answers on page 37.
Merry Christmas from the staff of
the Valley Voice.
1. Property values are skyrocketing
everywhere, and the West Kootenay
was no different in 2021. The area
with the biggest increase, according
to Assessment BC, was:
a/ Slocan
b/ Nakusp
c/ Meadow Creek
d/ Edgewood
2. A Silverton couple made the news
when they spotted something unusual
on their drive home last Christmas
Eve. It was:
a/ A jolly old elf on a sleigh
b/ a meteor streaking across the
sky
c/ a luxury car in the ditch
d/ Bigfoot
3. Castlegar’s mayor said he was
being bullied and harassed by his
fellow politicians. So he:
a/ launched a lawsuit against a
councillor
b/ resigned
c/ wrote an obscenity-laced letter
to the editor
d/ sought counselling
4. The Zincton project unveiled
details of its plan this year. How many
hectares of tenure are they seeking for
their year-round outdoor resort?
a/ 1,000 hectares
b/ 0 hectares - it’s all private
c/ 2,000 hectares
d/ 5,500 hectares

5. An angry group of Slocan Village
residents called NIMBY at a town
hall in January about a development
in their town. What got them so mad?
a/ plans to reopen the old sawmill
b/ a proposed toxic-waste storage
facility
c/ gender-free washrooms
downtown
d/ affordable housing for seniors
and disabled people
6. School District 10 trustees warned
replacing outgoing superintendent
Terry Taylor would be a ‘complex’
and time-consuming effort. As it
turned out:
a/ it took four months
b/ it took three weeks
c/ the position still hasn’t been
filled
d/ they postponed the hire to save
money
7. A female turkey wandering around
town captured the hearts of residents
of Nakusp. They named her:
a/ Miss Gobbler
b/ Teena
c/ Tilly
d/ all of the above
8. Ron Nymeyer went to Nakusp
council in February to let them know
he wanted to give away something
free to everyone in the village:
a/ medical face masks
b/ copies of his autobiography
c/ free Wi-Fi
d/ hot springs tickets
9. This Slocan Valley product is in
demand around the world. Can you:
a/ smoke it?
b/ eat it?
c/ write with it?
d/ use it on the water?
10. When Ernest and Leticia Bill
emigrated from the UK to Nakusp in
1912, it was because their lives mostly
resembled which British TV series:
a/ Monty Python
b/ Downtown Abbey
c/ Doctor in the House
d/ The Detectorists
11. Nakusp’s Deb Booth said she
and her husband were lucky to be
alive after:
a/ getting their monthly hydro bill

COMMUNITY
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b/ being chased by a grizzly
c/ almost being swept away in
a flood
d/ binge-watching Tiger King
12. Locals were asked to come up
with a name for that feeling that
winter may never end. The winner
was:
a/ Winternity
b/ Januaweary
c/ Iceolating
d/ Snonogosonomo’mow
13. There were smiles all around as
residents of Fauquier were the first in
the region to get their vaccine shots.
By the end of the year the region’s
vaccine rate was:
a/ 30%
b/ 60 %
c/ 75 %
d/ 92 %
14. Winlaw artist Lou Lynn was
awarded with a Governor General’s
Award in Visual and Media Arts this

year. She’s an accomplished:
a/ film producer
b/ sculptor
c/ painter
d/ graffiti artist
15. Two old portables were
demolished at Nakusp Elementary
School this spring. They are to be
replaced by:
a/ a new playground
b/ the mayor’s brother’s new
condos
c/ a daycare
e/ a statue of outgoing
superintendent Terry Taylor
16. An economic development fund
changed its name this year and now
sounds like a popular website. Is it
called:
a/ Kootbook
b/ ETSI
c/ Plenty o’ Kokanee
d/ CBTHub
17. The RDCK announced plans to

develop an empty field near Playmor
Junction into a rec facility. The top
activity chosen for the space in a
public survey was:
a/ a hockey rink
b/ a pool
c/ a performance theatre
d/ a laser-tag battleground
18. A Kaslo-area farmer was given
permission by council to experiment
with what unusual crop this year on
public land?
a/ THC-free cannabis
b/ wasabi
c/ soy beans
d/ oyster mushrooms
19. The first six months of 2020 saw
low snowpack and drought conditions
across the region. In March only a
quarter of the normal amount of snow
and rain fell. That broke a record set:
a/ the year Ujjal Dosanj was
elected premier
continued on page 36

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year
Richard Cannings, MP
South Okanagan-West Kootenay

(TEL) 250-365-2792 | (FAX) 250-365-2793 | (Toll Free) 1-800-667-2393

Email: Richard.Cannings.C2@parl.gc.ca
Web: RichardCannings.ndp.ca
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continued from page 35
b/ the year humans landed on
the moon
c/ the year Star Wars was released
d/ the year Seinfeld premiered
20. Kaslo author Joy Lukacs added a
new title to her line of popular books
this year. It’s called:
a/ Night’s Passion 4 – Fire
Rekindled
b/ Kootenay History – The
Remittance Men
c/ A Joy to Clean, 2nd Edition
d/ Ethereal Balance Yoga –
Capture the Chakra!

21. There’s a building boom on in
the West Koots. The value of all the
construction that the RDCK issued
permits for in the first quarter of 2021
hit a new record.
a/ $3.9 million
b/ $5.7 million
c/ $9.2 million
d/ $12.0 million
22. This year, residents of the Slocan
Valley told Area H Director Walter
Popoff they were in favour of:
a/ a dog bylaw
b/ a noise bylaw
c/ an unsightly premises bylaw

COMMUNITY

d/ all three
23. The extent of the housing rush in
the West Kootenays became apparent
in 2020. The sales value of homes
sold in the last year was up:
a/ 100%
b/ 250%
c/ 350%
d/ 420%
24. A resident of Nakusp said she
“would rather see my house burn,
than ----”. What was she opposed to?
a/ a motorcycle rally take place
b/ obeying a campfire ban
c/ FireSmarting her

Happy Holidays from all of us at
Royal LePage Selkirk Realty!
Our office is closed from Dec. 18 – Jan 3.
Please call our agents directly for your real estate needs:
Gord Marshall – 250-265-1862
Joel LeBlanc – 250-837-6072
Kelly Roberts – 250-265-1047

Best wishes for 2022!

Merry Christmas
& Happy New
Year
Closed December 23 –
January 5
Re-opening January 6

250-353-7409

The Valley Voice December 16, 2021

neighbourhood
d/ having a group home next to
her house
25. Don Broughton’s campaign for
mayor of Silverton promised:
a/ a new slide for the kid’s
playground
b/ a chicken in every pot
c/ a tax rebate for anyone 65+
d/ a $2 million water and sewer
upgrade
26. Biologists were surprised when
they spotted this creature in the
Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor:
a/ a spotted owl
b/ a white grizzly
c/ a fingernail clam
d/ a Jefferson’s sloth
27. Residents of a rural area south of
Kaslo stopped a local improvement
project by complaining loudly it
would ruin their neighbourhood.
What did they object to?
a/ a 5G cell tower being raised
b/ paving the road
c/ speed limit signs being erected
d/ a $2 million water and sewer
upgrade
28. A Slocan Valley woman wanted to
ban from the Slocan River:
a/ motorboats
b/ alcohol
c/ giant swan-shaped floaties
d/ tourists
29. The Kootenays (and the rest of
the province) suffered under what
condition in July:
a/ the delusion that their lives
have meaning
b/ COVID fatigue
c/ a record-setting heat wave
d/ Stanley Cup disappointment
30. SD 10 Superintendent Terry
Taylor left office after 40 years of
service to the education system. In her
goodbye speech, she quoted:
a/ Winston Churchill
b/ Gen. George Patton
c/ Luke Skywalker
d/ Winnie the Pooh
31. Something was disturbing
the peace of residents of Silverton
and New Denver this summer. Was
it caused by:
a/ trucks rumbling down the

Season’s Greetings from the
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology
Wishing you the season’s best and every good thing for 2022.
To support stewardship of the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary and the restoration of wild places for
wild things, please give before year-end to receive a break on your 2021 income tax.
To donate online: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/valhalla-foundation-for-ecology/
To donate by mail: Valhalla Foundation for Ecology P.O. Box 207 New Denver BC V0G 1S0
To donate via our website: www.valhallafoundationforecology.org

highway
b/ laying the fibre-optic cable
under Slocan Lake
c/ helicopters moving logs around
d/ tourists on jet skis
32. Debra Rushfeld painted a giant
mural to freshen up Nakusp’s
downtown. The subject matter was:
a/ a Western Toad
b/ a Victorian chorus girl at the
Leland
c/ paddlewheelers on the Arrow
Lakes
d/ a herd of woodland caribou
33. The Octopus Creek fire was the
largest in the West Kootenay in the
summer of 2021. How big did it get?
a/ 57 square kilometres
b/ 112 square kilometres
c/ 220 square kilometres
d/ 550 square kilometres
34. The Arrow Lakes Fine Arts Guild
has a new home. Is it:
a/ in the secret basement of City
Hall
b/ in an old Forestry Ministry
building
c/ in the Leland Hotel
d/ in the Old Fire Hall
35. What did a documentary film
crew discover at the bottom of Slocan
Lake?
a/ an ancient Sinixt canoe
b/ a lost shipment of silver ingots
c/ the Wreck of the Ol’ #3512
d/ 118 oil barrels, five cars, and
2 sea-doos
36. In August, Nakusp Village council
decided they did not want to be:
a/ in the hotel business
b/ in the hot spring business
c/ in the campground business
d/ in the marina business
37. A glaciologist sounded a dire
warning for the health of the region’s
glaciers, saying the summer’s heat
wave reduced them substantially.
Kokanee Glacier lost the equivalent
of how much water last year?
a/ two inches
b/ two feet
c/ two yards
d/ two metres
38. Slocan Park emergency crews
were called out twice in one day for
the same unusual event. What was the
double incident?
a/ a bear in a house
b/ a hang-glider crash
c/ lost school group
d/ illegal grow-op fire
39. The Nakusp Public Library
offered a new service this summer:
a/ home delivery of book loans
b/ tax preparation
c/ air quality readings
d/ job hunting services
40. What region of School District 8
is talking about breaking away and
forming its own district?
a/ the Slocan Valley
b/ North Kootenay Lake
c/ Creston
d/ City of Nelson
41. Which town in the West Kootenay
had the most residents applying for
CERB in 2020?
a/ Nelson
b/ Slocan
c/ RDCK Area H
d/ Kaslo
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The Great 2021 News Quiz
ANSWERS:

1. a/ The BC assessment authority
determined that average home price
went up 19% in Slocan in 2020, from
$165,000 to $193,000. Good luck
trying to find a property at that price
now.
2. d/ Bigfoot. Erica Spink D’Souza
and her travelling companions were
startled to see someone huge looking
at them by the side of the road. The
creature then loped off into the woods.
Later investigators think it was either a
credible sighting, or a moose.
3. b/ Resigned. Bruno Tassone
objected to councillors’ complaints he
had violated public health regulations
by vacationing in a cabin outside the
Kootenays.
4. d/ 5,500 hectares. The project
would keep part of the area off-limits
in summer and work to restore other
areas damaged by mining.
5. d/ It wasn’t about poor people,
opponents said; it was concerns about
traffic safety, water pressure and septic
systems that needed to be addressed.
6. b/ Three weeks. They didn’t have
to cast their gaze far afield, as they had
the perfect candidate in Peter Dubinsky,
who’d been assistant superintendent of
the district since 2019.
7. d/ All of the above. No one’s
come up with a name that captures her
inexpressible cute turkey-ness – that
everyone agrees on. We’re ‘Team Tilly’
ourselves.
8. c/ Free Wi-Fi. Nymeyer pitched
the plan to Village council, saying he
could provide the service as a test for
when the fibre-optic line reaches the
village.
9. c/ Write with it. But Eagle
Graphite’s CEO Jamie Death told a
parliamentary committee graphite’s
growing importance to the electric car
and electronics industries gives Canada
a strategic advantage in the world.
10. b/ Downton Abbey. The Bills
were senior staffers to two kings, and
rumour had it their adopted daughter
may have actually had the bluest of
blood, if you get our drift.
11. c/ Almost being swept away
in a flood. The couple were enjoying a
nice Valentine’s Day on the Kuskanax
River, when a natural dam broke
upstream and swept a flow of water
and debris right in their path.
12. a/ Winternity. Devin Pattison of
Argenta won the Convergent Writers’

Weekend contest with his entry.
13. c/ 75%. High vax hesitancy and
opposition to mandates kept the Arrow
Lakes sub-region in the bottom 10 for
uptake in the province.
14. b/ Sculptor. Lynn was given the
award for her life’s work of exploring
shape, form and function through
sculpture.
15. c/ A daycare. The 96-seat
facility will cost $3 million to construct.
16. b/ ETSI (the Economic Trust
of the Southern Interior) changed its
name this year from the far-less-sexy
SIDIT (Southern Interior Development
Initiative Trust), in order to “clarify
their mandate and signal a fresh
approach.”
17. c/ A performance theatre.
People generally were more interested
in informal and low-cost community
activities, rather than organized team
sports facilities.
18. d/ Oyster mushrooms. Robin
Mercy was given permission to
‘inoculate’ (as mushroom seeding is
called) fallen trees along a stretch of
the Wardner hiking trail.
19. b/ The year humans landed on
the moon (1969). Just 13.2 mm of rain
fell in March, beating the old record of
20 mm. The drought continued until
October.
20. c/ A Joy to Clean – 2nd Edition.
Joy updated the book with COVIDrelated cleaning tips. Other titles in the
series, like A Joy to Clean Your Car and
A Joy to Clean Windows are available
online, or at Figments in Kaslo and
Otter Books in Nelson.
21. d/ $12.0 million. That’s a record
for a quarter, along with big increases
in the number of inspections done
(+50%) and the number of permits
issued (+46%).
22. d/ All three. Popoff set aside
the unsightly premises bylaw for now,
but work continues on establishing the
other two in the months to come.
23. c/ 350%. The number of sales
more than doubled in that same period,
even with house prices on average up
20%.
24. c/ FireSmarting in her
neighbourhood. Barb White and some
other residents of Box Mountain
don’t want NACFOR to do FireSmart
clearing work in their old-growth
forest area.
25. a/ A new slide for the kids’
playground. He didn’t win the election.
26. c/ A tiny clam. The endangered
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Herrington’s fingernail clam was
thought to mostly be located in coastal
regions, and its presence in the North
Valley could aid in the area’s protection.
27. b/ Paving the road. The
Ministry of Transport finally gave up
and cancelled the project to pave a street
known as the Kaslo Back Road.
28. a/ Motorboats. Judy McMahon
said it would take years to achieve a
ban, and predicted motorboats would
become a real nuisance when the river
is ‘discovered’ by tourism.
29. c/ A record-setting heat wave.
The ‘heat dome’ killed nearly 600
British Columbians and sparked fires
that destroyed Lytton and threatened
other communities.
30. d/ Winnie the Pooh. “How
lucky I am to have something that
makes saying goodbye so hard,”
she told trustees and staff in her last
meeting.
31. c/ Helicopters moving logs
around. The response back from federal
authorities can be summarized as ‘suck
it up.’
32. a/ A Western Toad. The 10’ x 25’
mural on the side of her business took
months to complete, but added colourful
street art to Nakusp’s downtown.
33. c/ 220 square kilometres. The
intensity of the fire will mean unsafe
conditions in that forest area for years
to come, as floods and mudslides could
become more common in the area.
34. b/ The old Forestry building.
The ALFA Guild hopes to revamp the
building and bring it up to code to house
arts events.
35. c/ The Wreck of the Ol’ #3512.
The Canadian Pacific locomotive and
three cars fell off a sinking barge in
1946, and went down in 730 feet of
water. It was re-discovered by the film

crew in fall 2019, with production
wrapping up last summer.
36. d/ The marina business. The
Village took over operations when the
local volunteer club folded last year.
Council directed staff to start looking
for someone to operate it independently
in September.
37. d/ Two metres. “It’s not a good
news story for the glaciers,” said Dr.
Brian Menounos, who said glacier loss
was one of the predicted consequences
of climate change.
38. b/ A hang-glider crash. The flyer
in the first incident was taken to hospital
and later released; the second prompted

a helicopter search, but turned out to be
a false alarm.
39. c/ Air quality readings. Between
forest fire smoke in the summer, and
woodstove smoke in winter, Nakusp’s
air quality can change fast, making
it a useful service for residents, said
Librarian Claire Paradis.
40. c/ Creston.
41. a/ Nelson. The list actually
shows the top four CERB communities
in the area in descending order, with
Nelson at 30% and Kaslo at 26%.
Across the region, 39,000 residents
(23% of the population) received the
emergency benefit.

Happy Holidays
from all of us at
the Frog Peak Café

Frog Peak Holiday Hours
Closed December 24-26
Reopen December 27
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Fresh doughnuts were on offer by a family from Hills, outside Rutabaga’s Whole Foods on New Denver Merchants’ Night.

Lisa Scott was one of the basket winners at New Denver Merchants’ Night.

Canada, US meet for latest round of Columbia River Treaty negotiations
On December 9, 2021, Canada
and the US conducted the 11th round
of negotiations on modernizing the
Columbia River Treaty.
During this round, negotiators
discussed ecosystem priorities, post2024 flood risk management and
Canada’s ‘flexibility’ concept.

On behalf of Canada, Canadian
Columbia Basin Indigenous Nations
made a presentation to the US about
ongoing ecosystem studies and
analysis, as did US federal agencies
and tribal advisors similarly presenting
to Canada. BC led a discussion about
increasing flexibility in the treaty.

This session expanded the
conversation around each country’s
key interests, building on proposals
for a modernized agreement that were
tabled by Canada and the US during
the two rounds of talks in 2020.
The next round of negotiations
will take place on January 10, 2022.

submitted
Alumni of a university program
offered in Nelson in the early 1980s
are planning a reunion – and they want
to hear from other ex-students and
faculty about it.
The organizers of a planned 2023
reunion of faculty, support staff and
students from the Nelson-based David
Thompson University Centre are
seeking input from people formerly
associated with the school.
“A couple of former fellow DTUC
writing students approached me this
past summer about a reunion,” said
DTUC reunion committee member

Calvin Wharton, retired head of
Douglas College’s creative writing
department. “We contacted some other
DTUC people, who were enthusiastic
about a gathering of everyone who was
involved with the school. We have a list
of questions to help determine when in
the year most people would be willing
to come to Nelson for the event, and
what sort of programming they’d like
to see.”
DTUC was a consortium of the
University of Victoria and Selkirk
College, established in 1979 on the
premises of Notre Dame University
of Nelson following NDU’s closure

in 1977. DTUC students could obtain
a UVic BA degree, and the institution
incorporated Nelson’s former Kootenay
School of Art, which became DTUC’s
fine arts department. Instruction was
available in a wide range of subjects,
including photography, creative
writing, and rural teacher education.
After a BC government assessment
committee in fall 1983 approved the
continuation of the province’s only
‘university centre,’ the government
reversed course following the collapse
of the November 1983 public sector
general strike, which had been widely
supported in the West Kootenay.
DTUC was ordered to close May 1,
1984.
Wharton said 2023 was picked for
the reunion in the hope that pandemic
restrictions will be fully lifted by then
to allow an in-person event. He noted
that 2021 marks 37 years since DTUC
was shuttered, so spreading the word
about the reunion is a challenge.
Preferred dates and reunion events
are among the questions reunion
organizers have for interested
individuals, who are asked to contact
the reunion committee at dtucreunion@
gmail.com.

David Thompson University Centre reunion planning underway

Hilltop
Convenience &
Valley Foods

Christmas hours:
Dec. 24 – 8 am - 8 pm
Dec.25 – Valley Foods closed & Hilltop Convenience open 12-3
Dec. 26 – 8 am - 10 pm
Dec.31 – 8 am - 9 pm
Jan.1 – 9 am - 9 pm
Wishing all our customers a safe and happy holiday season
and all the best in the New Year from the Smiths and Staff.

Calvin Wharton is on the David Thompson
University Centre reunion committee.

COMMUNITY
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Mama Sita’s hosts exhibit of four local artists
submitted
Four local artists are showcasing
their beautiful artworks at the cozy
Mama Sita’s cafe throughout the
holiday season until the end of
January.
Lynne Alexander, as the curator,
invites you to view a collaborative
show featuring four local artists with
four different styles.
Alexander, who is participating in
the show, likes to create stories with
her art that recall memories of the past
or possible future. A former portrait
photographer, she now uses acrylics
to paint landscapes in either abstract
or realism style.
Leela Kapel is a mixed media
artist living in the Slocan Valley. “For
me, art is an adventure, a form of self-

expression, and a healing journey,”
she says. “I often feel I am reaching
beyond the borders of my everyday
self. Art is my happy place and I hope
that comes through with my artwork.”
Sonja Rue is a multidisciplinary
artist inspired by everyday magic,
the majesty of nature, and the
complexities of being human. She
uses her visual art to reflect on life,
death, beauty, and the things that
shape us.
Frantisek Strouhal, a visual artist
and poet, explores the layers of
emotional complexity contained
within the human form. His
images transport us from a life
enamoured with the world to a state
of contemplation about what it means
to be human today. His works of art

Lynne Alexander likes to create stories with her art that recall memories of the past or possible future. A
former portrait photographer, she now uses acrylics to paint landscapes in either abstract or realism style.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW
YEAR FROM HALCYON ASSISTED
LIVING SOCIETY (HALS)

Halcyon Assisted Living Society would like to wish you all
a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a PEACEFUL NEW YEAR
filled with hope, joy, and happiness. The Society recognizes
how difficult this year has been for so many of you, but
your persistence and will power has prevailed.
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are composed, moulded to breed an
atmosphere or mood that inspires and
unravels our subconscious nature.
The local artists are delighted to
bring their creations to Mama Sita’s,
located in downtown Winlaw in the
heart of the Slocan Valley. Come and
enjoy their awe-inspiring art while
savouring the restaurant’s delicious
food, warm atmosphere, and live
music.

Woodbury Resort and
JB’s Restaurant

Thank you everyone for an
amazing season – Locals
supporting local businesses
made 2021 another great year!

JB’s last week will be
Dec.16-19 then reopen
February 3rd, 2022

It is with your kindness and blessings that we are able to
graciously celebrate the true meaning and spirit of Christmas. Thank you for all that you do.
Wishing each and every one of you a Wonderful Holiday
Season filled with Love and Hugs!
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF AT HALS

Woodbury Office, Motel and Marina will be closed Dec 21st-Jan 3rd. Marine gas and propane
sales available on call.
Have a very Merry Christmas with your loved ones this holiday season.
From Terry, Dina and our incredible staff, Happy New Year!

250-353-7717 / woodburyresort@netidea.com
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Langham annual Polar Plunge
fundraiser 2022 again goes virtual
submitted
Due to continued uncertainty
with the pandemic, the Langham
is unable to have its usual Polar
Plunge fundraiser extravaganza
for the New Year. Thus, the
Great Pandemic Polar Plunge for
2022 is once again going online.
“Last year’s virtual plunge
was so fun with great creative
videos! So though we can’t have
the community event, we are
happy to at least bring back the
virtual plunge,” says Langham
Executive Director Paul GraceCampbell.
Plungers collect pledges to
sponsor them and then capture
their plunge in a short video or
photos which are then posted on
the Langham Facebook page by
January 2, 2022, where they will
be shared with everyone.
“The idea is that everybody
be creative and have fun with
their plunges,” says GraceCampbell. “Plunge any way
you like – family plunge, bubble
plunge, pet plunge, costumes,
songs, chanting – whatever
works for you. And, of course, be
safe – don’t plunge alone – have
your support team ready nearby
with blankets, fire, warm drinks,
and hugs.”
Pledgers send their
donations directly online to the

donation page on the Langham
website https://thelangham.
ca/donate, by etransfer to
langham@netidea.com or by
mail to Box 1000, Kaslo BC
V0G 1M0. Donations $50 or
higher receive a charitable tax
receipt.
Two prizes will be again be
awarded – a $50 gift certificate
to Front Street Market for Most
Creative Plunge and Largest
Pledge $ Amount Gathered.
Winners will be chosen by

Langham board members a
week after the plunge deadline
January 2, 2022.
For pledge sheets or
questions contact langham@
netidea.com or 250-353-2661.
You can also check our website
www.thelangham.ca and
Facebook page www.facebook.
com/thelangham
The Langham Society board
encourages all to have a safe and
festive holiday season. And a
very Merry Christmas!

2021 plungers Delanie Smith and Tyrell Green won Most Creative Video.

