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Formal proposal for Zincton resort project released
environmentally friendly facility. And it
would provide recreational opportunities
for locals, who now face a four-hour
return trip to the closest local ski hills.
“If approved, Zincton will help
address the many social and economic
challenges facing the region,” the
proposal states. “It will preserve
the natural landscape that draws
residents and visitors to the area, while
accommodating the growing popularity
of backcountry skiing, in turn generating
much-needed jobs.
“Zincton is not just about recreation,
it is about community enhancement and
opportunities for locals,” it states.

Refined details

Much of that was already stated
when the proponents first published their
expression of interest in May 2020. The
initial EOI was reviewed by the public
and stakeholders last year, who gave
feedback on the idea.
That feedback has been incorporated
into this formal proposal, the proponents
say.
“These upgrades… listed below,
collectively advance Zincton towards
achieving the project goals and objectives
while, at the same time, meeting and
resolving legitimate concerns brought up
in the EOI process,” they state.

“reduce and limit future commercial
recreation operations” in the area to
restore and strengthen the habitat. The
report notes that Zincton only encroaches
on 5% of the wildlife corridor, and says
they hope to work with other local tenure
owners to coordinate protection efforts
in the rest.

Summer season

In connection with that protection
zone, summer operations at Zincton
will be limited to alpine hiking and
guided sightseeing. Existing bike trails in
high-elevation wildlife corridors will be
phased out in favour of connecting to or

creating new low-altitude trails over the
coming years to reduce impacts further.
Berry picking in the area will also be
discouraged, the proposal says.

Reclamation efforts

The proponents have emphasized
that a good deal of the tenure they’re
seeking is unremediated mining areas
with serious environmental issues like
toxic slag waste and contaminated soil
and water. To address that, the proponents
say they’ll create a Zincton Institute to
oversee reclamation operations, which
will be funded by 1% of the resort’s
revenues set aside in an ‘environmental

action fund.’ That 60-year, $13 million
project will leave the area better than they
found it, they say. The institute, besides
formalizing environmental research
and coordinating land restoration in the
area, will also work to foster “mountain
culture” by encouraging writers, artists
and musicians to “join in the Zincton
effort.”

Backcountry lodge

The proponents have moved their
proposed backcountry lodge from an
area identified by critics as a prime
wildlife corridor to along London
continued on page2
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The proponent behind an all-seasons
resort project between New Denver and
Kaslo has released its formal proposal
for public review.
New Denver businessman David
Harley, owner of Zincton Farms Ltd.,
says the formal proposal gives a more
complete picture of the project, while
addressing issues and concerns raised
last year by the public during the
project’s ‘expression of interest’ phase.
“If realized, Zincton will establish
all-season, backcountry-oriented
mountain recreation opportunities
catering to dedicated local, regional,
and international visitors seeking
an immersive, authentic mountain
experience,” says the proponent’s report,
released by the Province’s Mountain
Resorts Branch on October 7. The resort
would encompass 2,225 hectares of
tenured land, with the 30-hectare resort
village being built exclusively on private
property at the base of the range.
“With unique and intimate
accommodation and amenities, the
proposed project will seamlessly blend
the lift-serviced recreation experience
of traditional mountain resorts with
extensive and accessible backcountry
terrain,” proponents say.
The rationale for the project, the
report says, is to help reinvigorate a
local economy that has been in the
doldrums for decades, as mining and
forestry have declined in the area. It
would take advantage of the growing
popularity of backcountry skiing in an

Wildlife Zone

The initial proposal generated many
concerns about the impact of human
encroachment into the wildlife habitat
along Goat Range. In response, the
formal proposal says Zincton will create
a 4,000-hectare (10,000-acre) Summer
Wildlife Corridor Protection Zone to
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Formal proposal for Zincton resort project released
Public access

Many comments were made during
the initial public review stage calling on
the Province to ensure public access to
the backcountry remains secure. Parts
of the area have been used by locals
and visitors for decades. The proponents
promise in the formal proposal that
the public will continue to have nocost access and use of the resort’s
backcountry zone. Public use would be
managed through a joint committee of
resort officials and local user groups.

Electric Avenue

Concerns about increased traffic
and greenhouse gas production were
also raised in the initial proposal stage.
Zincton says it plans to operate a fleet
of electric buses between Kaslo, New
Denver and the resort property at Goat

THE URGE TO
TRAVEL

In N America, 350 species of birds are
long-distance migrants to and from
Central and South America. They move
to better resources (e.g. insects, budding
plants) and to escape the cold. Migrating
north again means they get a greater
day length, which allows them to raise
more young (4–6) than their stay-at-home
tropical relatives (2–3).

Pass to allow travel without the use of
private vehicles. “This will encourage
exploration of the local communities,
reduce vehicular traffic and wildlife
interactions on Highway 31A, and
reduce the associated greenhouse gas
emissions,” the report states.

Environmental concerns

Zincton’s proponents hired the
Cascade Environmental Resource
Group to review and comment on
the environmental impacts of the
project, based on provincial guidelines.
Cascade’s overview study “concluded
that existing and proven mitigation
measures are likely to effectively address
any potential adverse effects resulting
from the Zincton project,” the proposal
says.
Zincton officials also say there’s no
need for a full environmental impact
assessment of the project. They say
they’ve already forwarded the formal
proposal to the Province’s environmental
assessment office. That body concluded
“the Zincton concept did not meet
any of the thresholds to trigger an
[environmental assessment] as detailed
in the Reviewable Projects Regulation,”
the report says.

Socioeconomic impacts

The 100,000 annual skier days the
Zincton resort supports would create up
to 127 direct jobs and about 48 indirect
jobs in the region, the report says. That
would pump just under $5 million into
the local economy through wages.
As well, the project – the village,
lifts, trail-making, infrastructure, etc.

Obituary for
John Knox

John Lionel Knox, much-loved
only child of Jack and Carrie Knox,
was born in Burns Lake, BC on April
19th, 1940. He grew up beside Ootsa
Lake until his early teens when the
flooding of that beautiful lake for the
Kemano Project sent his devastated
family south to Haney (now Maple
Ridge). He completed his Bachelor
of Science, majoring in geology, at
the University of British Columbia
in Vancouver.
John is survived by his wife Kay, the love of his life. Their marriage
of 50 years was filled with laughter and devotion. He was very fond of his
many cousins who called him Magee to the end, a nickname given to him
by his grandfather McNeill. Also missing him will be Kay’s Australian
and Canadian relatives who gladly welcomed him into her large family.
He was well-informed about the natural world, and enjoyed gardening
at all three places where Kay and John spent many happy years, forming
forever-friendships: McLeese Lake, Kaslo and Clearwater. Kids were
fascinated by his “giggle”, a.k.a “infectious laugh”, while friends and
family loved discussing politics and world affairs with him. He produced
many fine meals, made jams, delicious Christmas cakes, and preserved
fruit for winter taste treats. He was also “Mr. Fix-it” par excellence and
a keen photographer.
Invasive cancer crept up on John quietly so it was not discovered until
too late for treatment. In the end, it was a relief that he went so quickly,
though such a shock for all when he died on September 30th, 2021, aged 81.
Kay wishes to express great appreciation to: Dr. Soles, Dr. Perdue,
Dr. Chi and the staff at the Clearwater Medical Clinic; Doctors Takahashi
and Gabriel in Kamloops, and many other medical professionals in both
Dr. Helmcken Memorial and Royal Inland Hospitals. The care and caring
have been exceptional. Kay and John have been beyond grateful to their
relatives, many friends and neighbours for their assistance, support and
love during these tough times.
A celebration of Life will be held at Easter, 2022, restrictions
permitting, close to what would have been John’s 82nd birthday. Meantime,
if anyone wishes to do so, donations can be made in his name to any
charity of your choosing.

– is estimated to cost $15 million to
develop, creating an additional 115 jobs
during the construction period. That
would pump an additional $6.5 million
into the local economy through the
transportation, engineering, construction
and forestry sectors.
The fleet of electric buses shuttling
visitors to the local communities would
also create more economic opportunity,
spur housing and commercial
development, “evening out the low
spots in the economy” after decades of
economic decay, the proposal says.
The proponents have also refined
their estimates of how many people
would access the resort daily. It says the
comfortable carrying capacity (CCC) is
1,227 skiers a day – down from about
1,550 estimated in the original proposal.
Of those, three-quarters of the users
would use the facilities in the chairlift
zone, while the rest would be using the
backcountry trails.
The proponents note the CCC is
only a theoretical maximum of daily
users, and the actual number would
be closer to three-quarters to half that
number. That would make 600-850 daily
users on average.
“The calculation of CCC… better
represent the realities and expectations
of backcountry skiers and the vision
of an authentic backcountry skiing
experience,” the report says.

More public input

The public now has a chance to
review the formal proposal and make
comment. Zincton will be holding a
virtual public open house on the project
on October 21 from 5 to 7 pm, and the
public can submit written comments
to the Mountain Resorts Branch from
October 21 to November 22.
“As we move forward through the

Formal Proposal review process, we
are looking to connect with the people
of the Goat Pass region and to build
a community of support around the
Zincton project,” the proponents state.
If the formal proposal is approved,
the Zincton review process would
culminate in a Master Plan and an

Operating Agreement with the Province
of British Columbia. They should hear
the Province’s decision on the formal
proposal sometime in 2022.
You can see the formal proposal and
get the link to the virtual open house on
the government website at https://bit.
ly/3myt1TT.

by Jan McMurray
The new public washrooms in
Kaslo’s Front Street Park opened on
October 8 with a ribbon cutting and
speech by Mayor Suzan Hewat.
Mayor Hewat said she was
very pleased to open the facility, as
the community has been asking for
downtown public washrooms for some
time. “While it may seem like a very
straightforward decision to make, there
were many things council had to take into
consideration, such as where we would
get the funding for the construction and
the cost of ongoing maintenance once
constructed,” she said.
Chris Temple, project manager,
Bob Inwood, heritage consultant, and

a committee with representation from
council and staff, the Saturday Market,
the Kaslo Seniors, the Kaslo chamber
of Commerce, and the business and
arts community worked together on the
detailed plan for the washroom building.
Mayor Hewat thanked the
contractors who worked on the project,
and the public works crew for their
assistance.
The facility is just one component
of a larger park project. Construction
of the performance space is next and is
well underway. Funding for the project
comes from Columbia Basin Trust,
Community Building Fund, Community
Development funds and Village of Kaslo
parks reserve.

Front Street Park public
washrooms now open
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Ridge. “The Lodge is now envisioned
as an easily-accessible, affordable
and inclusive remote backcountry
accommodation experience,” the report
states.
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Mayor Suzan Hewat cut the ribbon to open the new public washrooms in Kaslo’s Front Street
Park on October 8.
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Jury delivers nine recommendations at coroner’s inquest into Peter de Groot’s death
by Jan McMurray
The coroner’s inquest into the
death of Peter de Groot concluded on
October 13, seven years to the day after
Peter was shot by an RCMP officer in
a cabin about five kilometres northwest
of Slocan. The jury delivered nine
recommendations aimed at preventing
a similar death in the future.
The jury’s recommendations
included: body cameras for all frontline
police officers, advanced first aid kits
in all RCMP vehicles, current first aid
and first responder medical training
for RCMP members, appropriate and
functional communication equipment,
consideration of full-time emergency
response teams instead of part-time
teams, a review of mental health support
programs to ensure resources are
available to RCMP officers where
required, ongoing development and
enhancement of critical incident
management training for all RCMP
officers, timely coroner’s inquests
(to be held as soon as possible after a
death), and the empowerment of the
Independent Investigations Office to
make formal recommendations.
The recommendations for body
cameras and appropriate and functional
communication equipment were both
suggested by Danna de Groot, one of
Peter’s sisters, during her testimony as
the last witness of the inquest on Friday,
October 8. In her testimony, Danna’s
main message was that there was “a
giant series of errors that resulted in
Peter’s death.”
Danna, who is trained as a
professional architect and works as a
creative director and multi-disciplinary
designer, testified that she produced a
report, using work-related software,
based on research done by her and
other family members around the
circumstances of Peter’s death. The
purpose of the report was to “illustrate
our concerns” to the Independent
Investigations Office (IIO), she said,
which investigates all police-involved
deaths and serious injuries.
The family had gathered their
research by returning to the cabin about
10 days after Peter died there and by
hiring a pathologist to do a post-mortem
examination of Peter’s body after the
original autopsy. At the cabin, Danna
said they found where the bullet had

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

landed, and took video, photos and
measurements. They also found a small
amount of blood near the entranceway,
and a “huge” amount of blood in
another area under the cabin, where it
had seeped through the floor boards.
From the post-mortem examination,
which Danna attended, they had the
measurements of the bullet entrance and
exit wounds on Peter’s body. In addition
to the gunshot wound, Danna said there
was a serious injury to Peter’s temple
area, as well as other wounds.
“He was shockingly hurt,” she said.
Counsel for the coroner, John Orr,
told Danna that her report was “very
impressive in terms of diagramming
everything and illustrating your
thoughts,” and regretted not being able
to use it in the inquest because Danna is
not qualified as a ballistics expert.

With her report, Danna, her
sister Michelle, and their lawyer
went to a meeting at the Independent
Investigations Office, hoping to share
their concerns. However, when they
arrived, they were informed that the
investigation had been concluded and
the family had been invited there to see
the IIO report before it was released.
Danna indicated in her testimony
that there was information in the
IIO report that did not jive with the
research done by the family. She said
the introductory portrayal of Peter was
“biased and discriminatory” and there
was “blatantly incorrect” information
in the IIO report. There was never any
explanation for Peter’s head wound, and
the IIO didn’t know anything about the
blood under the cabin, she said. She said
she told the IIO that their report had too

Fourth wave easing, but COVID
case rates high locally
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Health officials say the fourth
wave of COVID-19 seems to be ebbing
a little, but case numbers in the West
Kootenay are among the highest in
the province.
The seven-day summary showed
case numbers in West Kootenay
health subregions coming down from
a pandemic peak in late September,
when 31 new cases were recorded
in the Nelson subregion, and 14 in
the Arrow Lakes subregion in a oneweek period. Between October 3 and
9, seven new cases were recorded in
the Nelson subregion and eight in the
Arrow Lakes.
While not high numerically, in
terms of cases per 100,000, the Arrow
Lakes sub-region was among the
highest in the province, with more than
20 cases per 100,000.
Castlegar and Trail also continue to
be provincial hotspots, with 21 and 36
new cases in the same period.
In the Kootenay Lake subregion,
no new cases have been recorded since
September 25, when five were listed
from that area in a one-week period.
The Kootenay Lake subregion includes

Kaslo and area.
The readership area has also seen
potential school exposures. Schools in
Crescent Valley, Slocan City and New
Denver recorded potential exposures
in late September. Only one school is
now listed with a potential exposure,
at Lucerne Elementary Secondary in
New Denver on October 1.
As of October 15, 89.5% of
eligible people 12 and older in BC have
received their first dose of COVID-19
vaccine, while 83.7% have received
their second dose.
The pandemic continues to hit the
unvaccinated hardest. From October
7 to 13, 68% of new cases were
among people with no shots, or with
just the first. In the two-week period
between September 30 and October
13, more than three out of four people
hospitalized with the virus were not
fully vaccinated (76.3%).
People wanting to get their shots
can access regular clinics being held in
Nelson on Mondays and Wednesdays,
Castlegar on Mondays and Fridays,
Nakusp on Wednesdays, New Denver
and Kaslo on Tuesdays. Check online
for the latest clinics being held in
your area.

many inconsistencies to be released –
but to no avail.
Danna had travelled to Slocan from
her home in Vancouver on Thanksgiving
weekend 2014 as soon as she heard that
Peter had allegedly exchanged gunfire
with a police officer and had fled into the
bush. Danna said she spoke to RCMP
officers, trying to get the message
across that Peter was not a violent
person, not schizophrenic, not a ‘free
man of the land’ and did not have a
military background, contrary to media
reports. She said he had an antique gun
collection that had been in the family for
a long time. An experienced hiker, she
wanted to go into the bush to find him,
but the RCMP wouldn’t allow it. She
wanted to attend a meeting about Peter
with RCMP officers, but wasn’t allowed
to. She wanted to talk to Peter through
a bull horn, but the RCMP would only
allow her to say things like, ‘Surrender!’
“I didn’t want to say something that
made it sound like he was unsupported
and his family didn’t care about him,”
she said.
Danna explained that Peter had
a brain injury after two aneurysms.

He had had surgery and a series of
seizures. He was able to eliminate the
seizures with a diet of organic food
and raw cow’s milk. “He had a very
particular diet to avoid seizures, and
he was interested in being independent
and having a fully sustainable lifestyle,”
she said.
After the inquest, Danna told the
Valley Voice that her family felt the jury
did an excellent job, given the confines
of their task. She said the family was
happy to have additional information be
brought out during the inquest.
“Unfortunately, an inquest, by its
nature, in my opinion isn’t a forum that
can provide closure,” she commented.
The family launched a civil lawsuit
against the RCMP for wrongful death
in 2016. The suit has been held in
abeyance, and Danna said the family is
now discussing the lawsuit.
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John Dumont
Beerbower
1945 – 2021

On October 13, the earthly
matter that was John Beerbower
was freed to become diving beetle,
soil, lake, cougar, tree, elk and many
other forms of life. John will be
remembered by his family, friends
and community for his great love
of adventure and the outdoors, his
dedicated and reasoned defence of
the land and his spirited attraction to music, movement and community.
After landing in New Denver in the 70s he subsequently made his
home in Queens Bay with his life partner, Coby VanderGaast and their
daughter Laurel, thriving in the vibrant community of young families.
John liked to do things, to be engaged with his mind and his hands. He
built a “Kootenay” home for his family with its spectacular view down
Kootenay Lake. He tended the property and its abundant heritage apple
orchard with care. He was always involved in whatever community
endeavour needed attention – water systems, fire safeing, forestry issues,
invasive plant removal, etc.
John participated in so many community committees and issues,
it’s difficult to list them all. John was a key member of the Queens
Bay Residents Association, a strong participant in the CORE process,
a representative for the RDCK Area E Director for the West Arm
Demonstration Forest in the early 2000s, and more recently a member
of the Area E Advisory Planning Committee. During much of his
life, he was often on the phone or walking some stretch of land with
community members or logging company foresters, reviewing their
logging prescriptions and holding them to account for their choices.
John was curious, smart, practical and articulate. He capably applied a
rich and precise vocabulary to challenge industry ardently and with a
reasonableness that commanded great respect, even from his opponents.
When not working around his home or for his community, John could
be found with Coby and friends up in the mountains, carving turns in the
powder or picking his way carefully up a rubbly slope. His travels took
him to treks in other mountainous regions as well – the Andes and the
Himalayas – where he also engaged with learning and understanding what
those communities are about and trying his hand at the local language.
Throughout his life, John wove his love of the mountains with a great
passion for music and spirited connection at community gatherings. He
was often seen at the region’s notable musical events. As getting into the
mountains became difficult for him, John turned his energy and passion
for music toward dance, sustaining his spirit and health sometimes through
difficult periods. He deeply appreciated the community of people he
shared time with at Nelson’s JusDance.
Gratitude is expressed for the kindness of the staff at Kootenay Lake
Hospital and the thoughtfulness and tender care provided there to John
in his final days.
A green burial took place at the Dumont Creek Cemetery in Winlaw.

4

Illegal dumping

You know who you are. Please
return to Asher Forest Service Road
in Trout Lake and pick up, clean up,
the piles of waste that you recently
dumped in this beautiful, pristine
area. Your blatant disregard for the
environment is inexcusable. A mere
five-minute drive from where you
dumped your garbage, Trout Lake,
has an excellent waste transfer
station. Do the right thing, redeem
yourself, get back to Asher FSR and
load up your refuse and anyone else’s
you find along the way and take it to
the transfer station before the snow
flies. Be grateful and respect these
wild beautiful places and spaces that
we and all creatures enjoy.
Maureen Robertson
Trout Lake

Are COVID
shots working?

Recently, I virtually put my ‘head
in the sand’ of Haifa’s beach in Israel
– and no, not in the uncomfortable
pebble beach in New Denver – and
found a recent report of a COVID-19
(Delta variant) outbreak in an Israeli
hospital. The grand majority (96%
or 238 out of 248) of the patients
and staff who were exposed to the
virus had been fully vaccinated with
the Pfizer mRNA vaccine. This 10page document was published by Dr.
Joseph Mercola.
The report states that of the 238
fully vaccinated individuals, 39
(16%) were infected, as were three
of the 10 unvaccinated individuals.
Quoting from the report: “While
all of the sickened staff recovered,
five infected patients died, and
nine turned into severe or critical
cases. All of the dead and severe/
critical cases were fully vaccinated.
Two unvaccinated patients that got
infected only had mild illness.
“This outbreak tells us that the
Covid shots cannot create herd
immunity. It also suggests vaccinated

OPINION

people may be more prone to
serious and lethal infection than the
unvaccinated.”
This data is from Israel, which,
the report states, is “the best in the
world at this point, thanks to the
Israelis’ dedication to data collection
and transparency.”
Moreover, the same report
presents recent findings of Harvard
researchers, and I quote: “Increases
in COVID-19 are unrelated to
levels of vaccination across 68
countries. In comparison, Iceland
and Portugal have over 75% of their
population fully vaccinated and
have more COVID-19 cases per 1
million people than countries such as
Vietnam and South Africa that have
around 10% of their population fully
vaccinated.”
The US CDC actually has two
different sets of testing criteria
d e p e n d i n g o n t h e p a t i e n t ’s
vaccination status.
“Fully vaccinated individuals
suspected of having contracted
COVID-19 are to be tested using a
CT (cycle threshold) of 28 or less,
whereas unvaccinated patients are to
be tested using a CT of 40.
“This biased testing guidance
virtually guarantees that vaccinated
patients are more likely to test
negative, while unvaccinated
patients are more likely to get a
false positive.”
Good luck with the testing clinic
in New Denver.
BTW, I am not a COVID denier,
but I am critical about the protocols
and measures our governments and
health authorities are still putting
in place.
Wulf Mense
Winlaw

The Valley Voice October 21, 2021

KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN – Open from 1:00 PM Wednesday to
Sunday. CLOSED Monday and Tuesday

Kaslo Hotel Open! Pub 1:00 pm Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues.. Front desk 8 am –
11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm Monday – Thursday, 8 am – 9 PM Friday – Sunday for check-in
and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.
com,
Facebook.
The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the
Kaslo Hotel.
The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.
There has never been a documented the ones most supportive of a wildfire
wildfire on the mountain and it’s a reduction plan. However the majority
low risk for wildfires. However, a of the residents in the watershed
wildfire would not be impossible and have signed a petition opposing
“The future is not negotiable, the
measures to further reduce the risk NACFOR’s plan.
future is to be protected.” – Culture
would be a good thing.
I t ’s o b v i o u s N A C F O R ’s Hack Labs
I was shocked however when motivation in logging Box Mountain
These words cut through the fog
I saw NACFOR’s wildfire risk is profit, not fire prevention. for me: of greenwash, of forest fire
reduction plan which called for many NACFOR is very good at making smoke, of the uncertainty of what to
kilometres of permanent logging money. NACFOR is also generous do. It doesn’t dance around what’s
roads and removal of half of the large and contributes to many local at stake with the environmental
old trees, hundreds of truck loads, off organizations. This, however, does emergencies we face.
the mountain. This makes no sense not give them licence to log against
COP26 will take place in
since these trees are the very thing that the community’s wishes.
Glasgow next month, and still, after
make the mountain a low risk of fire.
A wildfire risk reduction plan 26 years of these climate-changeRemoving the large fire-resistant trees shouldn’t be this controversial. The related meetings, greenhouse gas
would promote the growth of a dense people that stand to benefit the most emissions continue to rise.
understory and make the mountain from a wildfire risk reduction plan, in
It is audacious that anyone
more prone to wildfires.
this
case
the
people
in
the
watershed,
expects
us to give up a livable future
The north face of Box Mountain
It also seems obvious that should be its biggest cheerleaders, not for the sake of corporate profits. Let’s
is covered with widely spaced large fir
changing the mountain to this extent the ones most opposed to the plan.
figure out how to change course
and cedars with few understory trees.
will potentially have a negative
NACFOR needs to scrap their together.
EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
impact on the wells and streams current logging plan and develop
How can we stop blaming each
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
300 homes in the watershed depend a new wildfire risk reduction plan, other and unite for a better future
articles from our readers.
on. I again was shocked to hear that consulting with people in the despite our differences? We can’t
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
NACFOR would not provide any watershed and treating them with let our occupation, political beliefs,
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
assistance to anyone that might have respect. This needs to be done while age, identity, opinions or anything
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
a well that goes dry after their logging. the plan is being developed, not just else divide us.
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
If there was a wildfire on Box notifying after. If they did this, I’m
We need to address this
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
Mountain,
the residents most likely sure a plan could be developed that existential threat together.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
to suffer a loss are the 300 homes everyone would be proud of.
I believe the best place to start
except in extraordinary circumstances.
in the watershed. It would stand to
Terry Janzen is where we live. It’s where we fully
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
reason that these people would be
Nakusp grasp the issues, know the players
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
and have responsibility as citizens. In
BC, here are some places we could
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continued from page 4
Doing these things would solve
many problems and set an example
for other jurisdictions.
Living lightly doesn’t reduce
emissions much, but demonstrates
what life can be like in a healed
world.
The future is non-negotiable. We
have to protect it.
With warmth and in solidarity,
Diana van Eyk
Winlaw

Development
coming soon
near Nakusp
marina

This is an open letter to my fellow
Nakuspians, to all the Village council
members and the returning interim CAO,
Linda Tynan, and all who come from
our surroundings both near and far to
enjoy the waterfront with their families
and friends.
This summer in July, I decided I
needed to get some leg muscle back
and since I cannot easily walk, I took to
riding my bicycle in the evening along
the waterfront from the far end of the
beach, down past the Japanese garden
and slowly along the walkway, enjoying
every shadow and nuance of light that
bathes this valley in the evening. I would
get to the end of the walk and that small
picnic area that was so thoughtfully
planned for people to find enjoyment and
privacy on our waterfront. I would zigzag
uphill to the gates of Heritage Nursery
and back to the lane that goes behind the
clinic, dentist’s office, the pharmacy and
the hairdresser, and proceed up the alley
back past the Leland to the blue cabins
where I was keeping my bike.
One evening I found a large sign
announcing a building that would be
coming soon to what is now a vacant
lot, that used to belong to the fishing
and tackle licence store, was going to
be a seafood restaurant, was going to
be a three-condo complex and has now
morphed into an Agenda 21 building that
has overstepped and defied the bylaws
and appears to be inevitable.
Why is this happening? The building
on the sign bears no reference to any
other structure than the back of the
medical building across the alleyway,
which the architects have taken as
a model to follow somehow. If you
research Jazel Homes online, you might
agree that they actually should be proud
of their designs. They design pleasing
rooflines and the homes appear to fit
into their environment. Yet this building
bears more resemblance to a low-income
complex than anything else. No attempt
has been made to honour the care and
design of the waterfront and the historic
buildings that remain along it.
According to its specifications, it
is just too dominant for the lot. This
building belongs on another vacant
lot somewhere, where the population
density it will house can better be served.
Whatever building goes onto that lot
needs to able to be incorporated into the
future development of the marina. This

one is too high, too large, and will utterly
destroy the sense of peace, beauty and
refuge the waterfront provides for all
those who enjoy it.
Why is Nakusp bending the bylaws
it has to protect our environment in
order to shoehorn this gigantic oversized
building into that tiny lot? And how
many others feel the same way but
because of the onslaught of COVID have
not gathered to say so?
Stancia De Blasi
Nakusp

Open letter to
SD 8 re: Kaslo
Homelinks

We are writing to express our grave
concerns regarding the recent and sudden
withdrawal of activity funding from
the Kaslo Homelinks program. These
cuts are severe, unfair, unwarranted,
and will seriously degrade the quality
of education our children are able to
receive.
Parents are drawn to enrol their
children in a locally based Distributed
Learning program like Homelinks
because it provides the opportunity to
take part in group activity days, which
offer the children crucial opportunities
for connection with each other and
with the community at large, along
with access to the skill sets of a diverse
collective. Withdrawing the funding
that covers these programs will have
a strongly detrimental effect on the
children’s learning, their socialization,
and their ability to acquire specific,
locally relevant skills that will help
them adapt to the realities of our
changing culture, climate, and economy.
While SD 8 receives $6,360 for each
student enrolled in Homelinks, it has in
recent years passed on to the Homelinks
program only $1,425 annually per
student. Homelinks students cost the
district far less than students at a brickand-mortar school, because the students’
parents take on the responsibility for
teaching, providing materials, and
creating a learning space – a choice
which often limits these parents’ ability
to work full time and thus reduces their
income. Under the new proposal, we
were shocked to learn recently that this
$1,425 would be cut to just $750 a year,
specifically cutting the group activity
and curriculum budget. These activity
days are the only social and group
learning activities that this program
provides for our children. They are a
crucial part of creating an enriching
and diverse learning experience for our
home learners.
The sudden and drastic cuts place
even more of the burden of educating
our children onto families already
working hard to provide their best for
their kids, forcing us to choose between
asking individual families to pay for
these programs or being unable to offer
them at all, which further reduces the
hours parents are able to work as well as
diminishing the quality of our children’s
education. Some families may simply be
unable to afford to pay out-of-pocket for
previously covered programs. Indeed, if

it turns out that the benefits offered by
enrolment in the Homelinks program
are slashed too dramatically, families
may choose to withdraw their enrolment
and the district will no longer receive the
$6,360 per student it currently receives
each year.
Homelinks parents need both better,
more timely communication from
administrators and a stable, reliable
administrative and funding environment
in which to operate so we can provide
good learning support for our children,
recognizing that each student enrolled
in Homelinks is a net fiscal benefit
to the district, which spends on each
student annually only a fraction of
what it receives from the Province.
We ask that you please respond
immediately to our concerns, explaining
how this decision was reached and
restoring funding to its previous levels,
in recognition of the issues we have
raised here.
Kaslo Homelinks Parent
Advisory Committee

With freedom
comes
responsiblity

Andrew Nikoforuk wrote in the Tyee
that Premier Jason Kenney was guilty
of criminal negligence. My question
to friends and neighbours, members of
Kaslo’s business community and the
Valley Voice is: what right does any
citizen or business have to place the
health and safety of other members of
our community at risk – even their very
lives – by refusing to get vaccinated and
follow health orders?
At 18 months old, I was hospitalized
with pneumonia and placed in intensive
care. For all my childhood I suffered
from chronic bronchitis and several bouts
of pneumonia. I remember lying awake
at night so fevered and hard of breath
that I wondered if I would survive until
the morning. On one occasion, I was so
weak I could barely walk downstairs
from my bedroom. I have chosen to get
double vaccinated, as has my spouse who
has chronic health problems, because we
thought that the risk from COVID-19 to
our health was greater than the possible
side effects from the vaccine.
We wear masks and try to keep our
distance when in enclosed spaces, to
both protect ourselves and, before being
vaccinated, to protect others. We got
vaccinated in part to help create ‘herd
immunity.’ Further, I have been waiting
since late June to see a specialist, and
cannot imagine what it is like for persons
with cancer, heart and lung, and other
serious medical conditions to wait for
treatment while others, who have chosen
not to get vaccinated, jump the medical
treatment queue.
I have read and reviewed material
sent to me or published in the Valley
Voice. One letter, for example, referenced
a “medical professional,” an animal
vet, who had absolutely no human
medical treatment experience. Another
falsely claimed that animal to human
disease transmission was impossible. I
contracted a disease from cattle when
I was a teenage farm labourer. As an
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adult I have used natural healing, herbal
remedies and just plain common sense
when dealing with health issues, but on
occasion I have, at the suggestion of my
family physician and a specialist, agreed
to use pharmaceuticals. COVID-19 is
one such occasion where I have deferred
to medical professionals for advice.
My philosophy, believing we only
live once, is to avoid doing harm to
others. I decided getting vaccinated was
less risk to myself and other community
members, and my spouse in particular.
With rights come responsibilities, and
I do not believe that I have a human
right, by my judgment and actions, to
become an obstacle to others seeking
and needing medical treatment. Thank
you to all those in my community who
have chosen to get vaccinated; thanks
to all businesses for following various
COVID-19 regulations; and thanks to
all medical professionals for trying to
keep me healthy and safe and answer
all my and my spouse’s questions about
COVID-19.
Why, I ask the Valley Voice, are
you irresponsibly and repeatedly
publishing and promoting unverified
scientific information, including from
anonymous “medical professionals”
who do not have the courage to state
their names or their relationship to
treating viruses and understanding how
vaccines work?
And to those who have chosen
to not get vaccinated (those without
medical conditions that preclude being
vaccinated), I ask: if you get sick with
COVID-19, why should you displace
some other patient with cancer, a
heart condition, etc., who will then
experience worse illness and possibly
die sooner? Freedom, as I said, comes
with responsibility towards others – to
care enough about the community as a
whole so that our actions do not place
any other member of our community at
personal risk of illness or death.
Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Cellular biology

This is important for all to
understand, to better understand the
big news virus that has spread through
the common media around the world.
How geneticists view cellular biology
is the observation of dying biology and
that of an extraction from the fuller
living and whole organism as creation
itself has formed it! It is not an honest
observation of living creation and in
turn, is not a correct scientific approach
(Does objective reality exist?). This has
been going on throughout history for
thousands of years actually. Science
through the observation of dead biology,
and science by the honest observation of
life as it is - whole in the environment that
creation has designed perfectly for life to
flourish. This can be explained further.
When you take a little piece of something
and pull it away from its host, the fuller
organism, it will not last! It is either
cooled for observation later or examined
right away. Now here’s the kicker!
At this point, the greater and
more accurate science that is taking
place between the living biology

in this instance is: the observer’s
electromagnetic field, biosphere, aura is
much stronger then the little cell or cells
being observed. Stating that it is under
the observer’s very own electromagnetic
field, biosphere, aura’s influence and so
the following has been termed many,
many times before in many fields of
science throughout our human history:
you cannot discount the observer’s
conscious influence in this relationship
we are discussing (microbiology/
cellular biology). All evidence amongst
cellular senescence, modern sciences,
the tools and instruments in which now
there are many in alignment with the
observation of creation as it is in its
living, functioning whole, constant in
a unified form, reveal this phenomena.
This is consistent in the observation of
living interaction on all levels and scales
of honest, holy, observational science
and is unpredictable, unique in every
instance in every manner of ‘matter.’ Is
not creation so wonderland wonderful!
You see, in the discussion we are
having here, the little cell (or cells) being
observed after being displaced from its
whole and living host is actually in its
dying moments, giving the observer
one of the most beautiful gifts creation
blesses us with continually throughout
our lives, and that is a perfect reflection,
a mirror of the observer’s conscious
thought directed towards the cell or
cells at that moment in spacetime. In this
instance, it very well could be showing
the observer whatever he presumes
in that which is thought to be being
explored or intended by their “own will
and desire”!
The cells are resonating with the
observer’s vibrational frequency. Please
consider this as it is very relevant and
true! What I speak of is the starting place
for our future children’s basic education:
Planetary Yoga.
Your cellular body is so infinitely
complex in a surrounding environment
even more vastly complex in its
magnitude, in unified movement of
oneness with all things throughout
creation, constant in every moment
throughout space and time, in flux
forever present and forever changing.
Your own cellular body in good health
is constantly regenerating. This is why
three- to 90-day cellular detox and fasting
exists. In 40 days, you can completely
regenerate your entire DNA! It’s even
in the scriptures.
Now? Do you believe any of us,
any one of us could look through a
microscope in an isolated environment
at one little tiny piece of one living
organism on the planet, and then look
out at the rest of the world in its vastness
of diverse environmental elements
and know the exact cause and effect in
every moment in every instance within
every living organism within every
living environment in the complexity
in its entirety and tell the rest in all
knowing what cause and effect is in
every organism in every moment? Us
wee humans are so funny and this is very
good to laugh at! Someone is trying to
play as your God! Thought for Food!
Gian Dharam
New Denver
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New Denver council, October 12: Lane maintenance policy to be developed
by Jan McMurray
• A request to open a laneway
for property access raised concerns
with the neighbours, who have been
maintaining the lane as green space
for many years. Council agreed
that a neighbourly solution would
be ideal, and gave the residents
one week to come back to council
with a proposal that would work
for everyone.
Council also directed staff to
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draft a lane maintenance policy.
Such a policy “would provide clarity
to property owners and residents,
including an understanding that
public lanes are intended to be
cleared for vehicle and pedestrian
access when there is a demand;
that while they can be enjoyed as
local neighbourhood greenspace,
they are not exclusively for nonmotorized use and vegetation may
be cleared at any time,” states a staff
report on the issue. It goes on to say:
“Developing a policy that denotes
lanes that will or will not be cleared
and/or maintained by the Village is
beneficial for managing the public’s
expectations.”
Mayor Leonard Casley noted
that there are many laneway issues
throughout the village. Structures
such as sheds and fences have been
built on laneways, and items such
as firewood have been stored on
them. “We’re going to need this
policy because there is a lot of
stuff in the laneways,” commented

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

OUTDOOR BURNING REMINDER

Residents of New Denver are reminded that outdoor burning
is regulated within the Village of New Denver, which also now
includes the boundary extension area. Permits are required
for all outdoor fires except cooking fires contained within a
barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface area not greater than
four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured gas, coal or electric barbecue. Burning permits are available from April 1st to
May 15th and from September 30th to November 15th – for
more information please contact the Village Office, weekdays
between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Council thanks all residents
for their cooperation.

PREPARING FOR WINTER
SNOWPLOWING

The Village of New Denver reminds residents that snow removal is a priority over the winter months. The Village requests
your cooperation in removing items from the lanes, alleys and
boulevards so that plowing can be done efficiently and safely.

WOODSTOVE EXCHANGE
PROGRAM

The Village of New Denver along with the RDCK have renewed
the Woodstove Exchange Program for 2022. In order to qualify for the rebate, residents must replace an old (pre-1994),
uncertified wood stove with a new, locally purchased, EPA- or
CSA-certified wood stove, gas stove, pellet stove, or insert.
The stove must be in active use for home heating. One rebate
permitted per property. Old stoves must be dismantled and
brought to a local landfill or transfer station for disposal. For
more information, please visit our website.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Casley.
• One more step has been taken
to allow the housing project to
proceed on the property where
the recycling bins are currently
located. The required amendments
to the OCP and zoning bylaws were
adopted. The New Denver and Area
Housing Society’s proposal for a
10-unit housing complex has been
approved for BC Housing funding
and is expected to be constructed
next year.
• The burning bylaw will be
updated and brought to the public
for input. Community Planner
Jessica Rayner reported that the
bylaw was identified as a concern
during the boundary extension
process. Residents of the extension
area have been following provincial
burning regulations, not municipal
regulations, so are used to different
rules and haven’t needed to get
permits to burn.
• Council approved a tax
increase for the transit service.
“The RDCK has determined that
the current annual requisition
amount… is no longer adequate
to cover the costs of providing the
service,” CAO Lisa Scott reported.
The maximum annual requisition
will be increased to $678,000 from
$350,000 – but it won’t happen all
at once. It will be phased in. New
Denver’s portion is currently 4.47%
of the total requisition. The increase
will address growth in ridership,

system expansion, and the increase
in the operating contract. The new
contract with NextGen Transit will
cost an extra $79,092 next year
and an additional $16,556 in 2023.
The contract recently switched
over from Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services to NextGen.
• The contract for the Denver
Siding pumpstation piping project
was awarded to Mearl’s Machine
Works for $62,000. This is part
of the approximately $800,000
Denver Siding water supply project,
which will see the construction of a
new pumpstation and upgrades to
the Denver Siding reservoir. Gas
tax funds of more than $500,000
have been approved for the overall
project.
• A site for the new archives
building on the Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre property has
been found, but will require a
Development Variance Permit
to reduce the rear yard setback
from 6 metres (19.7 feet) to 1.6
metres (5.5 feet). Rayner said
NIMC had received a provincial
grant for the archives building
and Village Facilities Supervisor
Greg McTaggart had spent quite a
bit of time designing the building
and finding the site for it. Council
approved the Development
Variance Permit.
• Electronic meetings have now
been written in to the Procedures
Bylaw. “This is not meant to

permanently replace in-person
meetings, but to be used as deemed
necessary,” states a report by CAO
Scott. Council also approved a
policy that sets out guidelines for
conduct, etiquette and procedures
for holding electronic meetings.
• New water connection fees
are coming in that will simplify
the way the Village charges for this
service. Connections for ½” to 1”
lines will cost $1,800 plus the actual
cost for repaving and for 2” and
larger lines, the cost will be $2,200
plus the actual cost of repaving.
Currently, staff prepares a quote
for the customer that estimates
the cost of materials, labour and
equipment time. Actual costs are
compared with the estimates, and
then an invoice is sent out. “It was
determined a simpler fee system
would benefit both public works
staff, office staff and the customer,”
the CAO says in her report.
• New Denver will participate in
the Woodstove Exchange program
once again, contributing $100 to the
total rebate amount of up to $500
for residents who want to replace
their old woodstove with a newer,
more efficient appliance.
• Council approved a request
for a letter of support for a research
visit to the Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre from Kellen
Hatanaka, a contemporary artist
from Toronto whose grandparents
were interned in New Denver.

by Jan McMurray
The final Centennial Park
Master Plan report was received
and accepted by New Denver
council – however reluctantly at
its October 12 meeting.
Mayor Leonard Casley
explained that the park master plan
process is complete, and the next
step will be detailed design of each
phase of the project. “The public
will still be able to comment as we
move forward with the details,”
he said.
Councillor Vern Gustafson
voted against acceptance of the
document because he doesn’t
like the proposed redesign of the
campground. The proposal is to
move the campsites currently on the
south side of the park near Kohan
Garden over to the area where
the playground is now, and along
the waterfront near the current

concession site. “I strongly oppose
the redesign of the campground
and I made that plain from day
one, but no one seemed to hear
me,” Gustafson said. “I don’t want
to see that high value site on the
lakeshore move over to the other
side, and to the beach in front of the
campground, and create problems
for council and staff. It will be a
disaster.”
The proposed campground
reconfiguration consolidates the
campground on the north side of
the park, and frees up the south side
for the community park, with event
space, stage, natural playground,
concession, multi-sport court,
water play area, community
firepit, accessible beach platform,
swimming area with new floating
dock, expanded boat launch ramp
and boat/vehicle parking area.
Councillor Fyke commented
that the plan provides for “way
more boats and trailers” near the
boat launch.
Mayor Casley said he was
“reluctantly in favour” of accepting
the report and said he wanted to
see some parts of the plan move
forward.
All council members except
Gustafson voted in favour of
accepting the report.
Despite Gustafson’s rejection
of the proposed campground
reconfiguration, the report says there
was significant community support
for consolidating the campground
to the north side during the second
round of community engagement.

However, 55% of respondents said
they’d rather not see the proposed
new lakeside campsites.
Another controversial part of
the plan was the proposed location
for the all-wheels skills park. The
final report leaves the all-wheels
park in the controversial location
on the south side of Carpenter
Creek in the off-leash dog area, but
acknowledges that there was much
discussion about this during the
second round of public input. “The
community has questioned if there
could be another location available
to maintain the dog off-leash green
zone along the dyke of Carpenter
Creek,” the report says.
Feedback received about
playgrounds showed support for
a playground in the park centre,
an adventure park next to the allwheels skills park, and a sand and
water play area near the lakeshore.
The youth suggested more slides, a
zipline and a water park.
The community hall idea was
not popular with the public, and
is not in the final concept plan.
Neither is the outdoor classroom
– it was concluded that there was
more support for the stage, which
could also be used as an outdoor
classroom.
The plan is available on the
Village of New Denver website, in
the agenda package for the October
12 meeting (under ‘Documents’
and ‘Agendas and Minutes’). Here
is the link: https://newdenver.
ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/
Centennial-Park-Master-Plan.pdf

Final Centennial Park Master Plan accepted by New Denver council
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Typhoon’s remains reached West Kootenay in September
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A moderately wet September
did little to address the water deficit
behind the nine-month-long West
Kootenay drought, says a weather
forecaster with the Southeast Fire
Centre.

“September we had pretty close
to normal precipitation amounts,”
says Jesse Ellis. “So if we hadn’t
made up the deficit by August, and
September we had only 3% more
than normal, then we should still be
in that moisture deficit.
“We got more than average, but

the amount did not make up for the
dryness in the spring.”
Ellis says alternating ridges and
troughs moved through the region
last month, keeping temperatures
moderate and dropping a little more
rain than normal on the area.
“The mean monthly temperature

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Work should begin soon on
restoring the popular Galena Trail
cable car.
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay board was expected to
approve letting a contract to repair the
cable car at its October 21 meeting.
The cable car runs across
Carpenter Creek, and has been

popular with hikers and bike riders,
allowing easy crossing to continue
along the trail.
Reinforcing work had just been
completed on the cable car’s anchor
system when it was damaged in the
heavy spring freshet of 2020. That
same flood seriously damaged the
upper part of the trail, closing it for
months.
Wildland Recreation Solutions

has won the contract, coming in with
a bid of $177,870 to do the work. The
money for the project is coming from
the provincial Disaster Relief Fund.
The project completion is set for
mid-July 2022.
Located between Rosebery and
Three Forks, the Galena Trail is a
13-kilometre section of the old CPR
rail right-of-way for non-motorized
users.

Contract to be let for Galena cable car restoration

was 0.5 degrees above average,”
he told the Valley Voice. “The total
monthly rainfall of 43.8 millimetres
was very close to normal, only 1.4
millimetres more than the monthly
average.”
The average September has eight
days of rain; this year we had 11.
One unusual event was the region
was touched by a typhoon – or at
least, the remnants of one – from
September 17-19.
Typhoon Chanthu was a powerful
Category 5 typhoon when it hit the
Philippines, before clipping the
Japanese coast and Taiwan. As it
moved east and north, it weakened
and dissipated – but a few arms of
moisture from the giant spiral storm
hit BC.
“It was really cool for us to watch
it, we were tracking it from before
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it hit the Philippines,” says Ellis.
“It’s neat to pick up the potential for
significant rain with 10 days’ lead
time. There’s not many events in my
line of work where we see that kind
of thing that far into the future.”
W h i l e C h a n t h u ’s s t o r m s
weren’t enough to address the water
shortage – the region is still short
200 millimetres of precipitation
since March 1 – there’s indications
the fall may help ease the situation
somewhat.
“The guidance is pointing
towards near-seasonal temperatures,
but leaning towards higher likelihood
of greater rainfall,” he says. “But I
wouldn’t call this a wet fall pattern.”
Instead, he says we’ll likely see
new weather systems coming through
the area every three days or so, with
temperatures near or below normal.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA

Jones Boys Boats

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are mandatory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually.
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel

Open! Pub 11:30 am Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every
week from 3 pm. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.com;
Facebookkaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Raven’s Nest

Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:00 pm; Closed Sunday & Monday. We have a nice selection of the finest in eco-fashion and wool blankets, our bookshelves, jewelry displays and card racks are brimming, and
as always we carry unique creations by local and international artisans.
Thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! 250-358-2178;
RavensNestBC@gmail.com; RavensNestBC.com; and on Facebook.”

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Wilds of Canada Cycle

Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Summer hours Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30 Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784

Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

SLOCAN

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Woodbury Resort

Slocan Village Market

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-252, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
(please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Suzuki outlines path to saving planet - from ourselves
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter
At the end of his
90-minute online appearance,
Dr. David Suzuki offered a
message of hope.
“We don’t know much
about nature, and nature
will surprise us,” he told the
roughly 120 Kootenay and
Boundary residents attending
his virtual lecture. “And a lot
of it will be good. We won’t
deserve it. But if we can pull
back and give nature a chance,
then I believe nature will be
far more forgiving than we
deserve.”
The Lower Columbia
Community Development
Team Society sponsored the
online event on September 23.
Originally scheduled for the
spring of 2020, the pandemic
and other issues delayed it
until this fall.
In her opening remarks,
moderator Diane Langman,
Warfield mayor, noted
Suzuki “famously speaks his
mind, and that’s what we’re
looking forward to tonight.”
In an hour-long speech with
occasional profanity – kind
of like a PG-13 version of
the Nature of Things – the
85-year-old geneticist did
exactly that.
Peppered with outrage,
concern, humour and learning
moments, Suzuki’s hour-long
talk tried to instill a sense that
Are you passionate about
community service?
Nakusp Rotary may have a place
for you!

Contact Sara Collinson for details.
saracoll@telus.net

we all have to take action to
save the planet now.
“Net zero (greenhouse
gas emissions) by 2050 is no
commitment – it’s a political
promise. And Canada has
never even tried to meet a
single political promise to
reduce emissions,” he said,
his voice rising. “They say
Nero fiddled while Rome
burned – what the hell are we
doing today?”
Like a live episode of
his famous television series,
Suzuki took the audience on
a millenia-long journey, from
humanity’s rise in Africa to
modern times. Early humans
were an invasive species even
then, he said, with a wave of
extinctions following us as
we moved around the globe.
“We didn’t know how
things worked in the new
lands, but we were smart
and even with simple tools
we were a deadly predator,”
he said. “… We had to learn
how to live in these new
lands in balance with these
surroundings and we did that,
through the observations,
success and failures of early
people….
“And that knowledge
is the basis of Indigenous
cultures around the world.”
That oversized impact
then, as now, was a result
of our special evolutionary
advantage: our brains. The
ability to remember, adapt
behaviour to experience, and
pass that learning on to others
in our species, has allowed us
to advance to the top of the
planetary ecosystem.
“In such a web everything
is connected, so anything
we do has repercussions,
and therefore, enormous
responsibilities,” he said.
Be winter prepared, insulation,
heat tapes, chainsaw chains
& files, oil, chimney & stove
accessories

Electrical Supplies!!!

New stock of fencing, gates,
corral panels
Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Fir Wood
Pellets
$385/ton

Fall Bulbs & Bulk Garlic.
7 varieties of Garlic.
Many varieties
of tulips, daffodils,
hyacinths
& mixes

Paint & Accessories

Masks are now mandatory when in store please, limit of 6 people in store at one time

We offer chainsaw sharpening & new chains made by Fred
Manures & Potting Soils for all your Gardening Needs

Straw bales $13.00

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

But we have allowed
ourselves to come out of
balance with the global web
of life.
“When you put all of that
together, our population, our
technology, our consumption
and our global economy,
our ecological footprint is
so great, we are altering
the physical, chemical and
biological properties of the
planet on a geological scale.”
While the power of
foresight has gotten us where
we are, he says, now “we
are turning our back on this
survival strategy, from climate
deniers to anti-vaxxers.”
“The opportunity, time
and again, for government
to act has been squandered
– especially Canadian
governments,” said Suzuki,
pointing to our weak response
to a half-dozen major climate
change reports dating back to
the late ’80s. He said if we
had acted back then, society
could have achieved climate
targets with only minor
discomfort. Instead, we’ve
lost the opportunity to save
billions in infrastructure and
many lives and suffering in
the future.
“Had we used our foresight

and seized the challenge, we
could have avoided the crisis
we face today,” he says. “But
we didn’t even try.”
The problem was and
continues to be politics, he
says. Policies that create
pain now for gain later make
no political sense, he says,
keeping leaders from acting.
The media is no help either,
ignoring or downplaying
increasingly dire warnings
from wide swaths of the
scientific community for
trivial celebrity news.
“How did we get to this
moment, when many climate
scientists have looked at me
and said ‘we’re f—ked,’” he
said. “With the very survival
of all humans at risk?”
“We boast of our great
wilderness. Climate change
is already pulling apart
ecosystems on land and sea,
but we continue to knock
down the forests we have
left…,” he said. “Thirty
years have gone by and we
are still hammering away at
this Nature that we boast we
possess in Canada.”
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We have one chance to
survive the coming century,
he says.

“We must shift to a ‘deep
green.’ More justice, a more
equitable way of living,”
he says. But the window of
incremental change has long
passed. We have to have
societal transformation.”
That means going coldturkey on fossil fuel use –
leaving our oilsands in the
ground, and ending pipeline
projects. It means slashing
greenhouse gas production. It
means reducing consumption,
converting to sustainable
energy sources, pulling the
plug on mega-forestry, and
stopping practices that poison
our land, water, and air.
“We’ve run out of time,”
he says. “As the UN head
says, this is a ‘Code Red’
planetary emergency. We have
to respond as if this is a world
war. And it is.”
And most fundamentally,
we have to end this idea that
we are somehow separate
from the planet, that we are
not part of a web of life – and
that the economy is always
paramount.
“The pursuit of endless
growth is suicidal. In a
finite world, nothing can
grow forever,” he said.
“Because the economy is

built on human creativity and
human production, nature
is considered an externality,
so when we destroy a forest
or burn down an ecosystem,
that’s just collateral damage
that is the price of doing
business.”
The need is for
“transformative change,” he
said, and a place of hope is
the knowledge of Indigenous
people.
“We settlers have to
rediscover our Indigenous
values to shape our policies
and actions because clearly
the dominant paradigm
doesn’t work,” he concluded.
“I’m not saying Indigenous
people have all the answers,
because they don’t – the world
has changed from which their
cultures were developed. But
what they do offer is the way
they perceive our relation with
nature that guides and shapes
their actions.
“I am amazed, despite
all that’s been done to stamp
Indigenous cultures out of
existence, they are willing
to teach and share with us,”
he said. “They tell me again
and again, “We are all in the
same canoe, we have to paddle
together.”

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
The long-awaited project
to do repair work to the stream
bank of the Kaslo River has
been delayed again, after bids on
the project came in nearly twice
that of estimates.
The Village sent out
requests for bids this fall on
the project, which would see
restoration and repair work
done along the riverbank as the
stream runs through the village.
But contractors’ bids were far
higher than expected, with the
highest coming in at nearly
$600,000.
“The competitive market
and a tight timeline seemed to

have played a role, as we tried to
work with the deadlines imposed
for environmental permits to
get the work completed this
fall,” Kaslo CAO Ian Dunlop
told the Valley Voice. “The
environmental measures were
the biggest factor in the overrun,
as the costs for coffer dams,
dewatering and environmental
management came in much
higher than estimated.”
Planning for the project
began in 2016. The project
has already been delayed
due to increasingly stringent
federal fisheries regulations
and provincial environmental
requirements for working in or
around natural watercourses,

says Dunlop. It took nearly
two years for the Village to
get federal clearances for the
project.
The project is being paid for
through the UBCM Structural
Flood Mitigation program with
$305,000 for this phase of the
project and another $148,000
for the second phase.
“Both funding applications
will be revised in light of the
increased costs,” the CAO says.
“The Village will consider a
combination of revised
specifications, what work the
Village can do to reduce costs,
and applying for more funding.”
Dunlop said they plan to go
back to the permit authorities to

ask for an extension, to get the
work done over winter while the
river levels are at their lowest.
“Once we have an indication
of permit extension and funding
prospects, we anticipate issuing
a new tender with a revised
scope in November with the aim
of work being completed before
spring freshet,” he says.
The project has identified
five sections of the riverbank
along the Kaslo River and one
section of a flood protection
dike that needs remediation
to reduce the risk of overland
flooding. Consultants have
determined the remediation plan
and worked out rough estimated
costs.

submitted
At its October 13 meeting,
Silverton council:
• adjusted some of
its general appointments,
assigning Councillor DenBok
as the Slocan Lake Arts Council
liaison and the Recreation
Commission 6 representative,
and Mayor Ferguson as the
Cultural Planning Group
liaison;
• approved being the lead
proponent and providing
overall grant management
for a FireSmart initiative
encompassing Silverton, New
Denver and Slocan, to be
funded through UBCM in the
amount of $450,000 for the
three Villages;
• proclaimed 2022 as the

Year of the Garden as part of
a nation-wide celebration on
the centennial of Canada’s
horticulture sector, honouring
the role that gardens, gardening,
horticulture businesses and
organizations play in our
communities;
• approved making a $200
contribution to the Village of
Lytton to support their efforts
to rebuild after this year’s
devastating wildfire;
• approved writing a letter
in support of the Mountain Man
Mike’s Bus Service application
to the Passenger Transportation
Board to “streamline service to
allow East and Westbound runs
to connect, providing seamless
access to all 52 stops in one day
of travel [connecting] Cranbrook

to Golden via Highway 95,
and Calgary to Kelowna via
Highway 1” in addition to their
service connecting communities
from Kaslo to Vancouver and
from Kaslo to Calgary. This
consolidation of routes would
fill a gap in passenger access
to long-distance travel, which
has been sorely lacking since

Greyhound decreased and then
ceased operations over the last
several years;
• supported Mayor
Ferguson to reach out to the
Village of New Denver to
participate in their efforts to
address the COVID-19 situation
currently affecting our broader
community.

A power pole was sheared
off in a single motor vehicle
incident near Lemon Creek on
October 2. The driver, the lone
occupant, was taken to the Trail
hospital to be checked over.
The investigation is ongoing
but it is believed alcohol was a
contributing factor.

Police continue to receive
reports of fraudulent calls where
callers say family members are
hurt or in custody, so money
needs to be sent via e-transfer or
other means. Police ask people
who receive these calls to not
respond. Appropriate notification
would be given in such situations.

A way out?

High bids kibosh plans for fall start on river project

Silverton council meeting notes

Notes from the RCMP
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Still waiting for non-motorized designation for Rosebery to Summit Lake rail trail
by Jan McMurray
It appears that Rec Sites and
Trails BC will not meet the deadline
of October 31 to designate the rail
trail from Rosebery to Summit Lake
as a provincially recognized nonmotorized trail.
“The process for legally
designating the trail in question for
non-motorized use is still ongoing
and should be completed over the
winter,” a government representative
told the Valley Voice. “While a firm
date for the legal designation has not
been set, all stakeholders support the
non-motorized designation and have

made commitments to respect it as of
October 31.”
Ever since January 2020, when
Rec Sites and Trails BC authorized
the rail trail and motorized bypass
trail, it has been widely believed
that the rail trail would be officially
designated on October 31 this year.
The January 2020 authorization letter
states that motorized use will remain
on the rail trail until the motorized
bypass trail is completed, no later
than October 31.
A new nonprofit society, the
Rosebery-Bonanza-Summit Trail
Alliance, has incorporated to manage

the rail trail in partnership with Rec
Sites and Trails BC (RSTBC). Wendy
King, who sits on the board of the
new society, reports that the board is
following due process to establish the
partnership agreement with RSTBC,
and to work out funding details for
implementation of the non-motorized
designation. She said the timeline for
installing signage, gates and other
barriers is yet to be finalized.
The Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology (VFE), which owns the
Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary adjoining
the trail at the north end of Slocan
Lake, calls the delay “totally
unacceptable and a violation of
the public trust.” In a letter to the
Deputy Minister of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development, the VFE asks for
“immediate intervention to ensure the
promised October 31, 2021 or before
deadline for implementation is met
and the appropriate signage is posted
by RSTBC.”
Efforts to officially designate the
rail trail as a public trail have been
long and difficult, with this most
recent process taking four years

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

of hard work by a four-member
committee. The committee, with the
help of a facilitator, came up with the
plan for the non-motorized rail trail
and the motorized bypass trail.
“This matter of motorized versus
non-motorized use of our rail trail
has caused friction and divisiveness

Workers recently installed the connections for the cable that will run under Slocan Lake for
the Playmor-to-Nakusp fibre-optic trunk line. An official with the Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation says a company called Baylink is currently working at the shore landing sites,
installing vaults and laying split pipe along the shoreline. However, no cable has been laid in
the water so far – that work won’t begin until October 23.

Wide Spot:
Revisionist
history
by Therese DesCamp
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in our community for more than 20
years now,” the VFE letter states. “…
In conclusion, we and others would
very much appreciate your immediate
attention to seeing the official nonmotorized implementation finally
met by the promised October 31,
2021 deadline.”

Last night, out of the blue, an
email arrived bearing a 43-year-old
video. Sent via a chain of friends and
relatives, the clip showed me at my
first wedding, singing my heart out to
the accompaniment of a slide guitar.
My niece appended a note saying that
she fully expected Pete Seeger to come
onstage and give me a hug.
My memory of that marriage is
that it was nasty, brutish, and short.
For years, I have only valued that time
because it pushed me into therapy and
recovery: I was not prepared to see
myself having fun. I wasn’t ready to
see the joy beaming out of my face,
lifting my voice. The video introduced
a cognitive dissonance that blew apart
my understanding of who I was and
what was happening.
This is the second time in four
months that something from my past
has risen to challenge memory. Earlier
this summer, a college boyfriend
contacted me for the first time in
almost 50 years. The note was in
part to apologize for his “youthful
indiscretions” (a euphemism for the
fact that he dumped me). But what was
unsettling about our correspondence
was that he remembered me as joyful,
kind, and generous. What I remembered
of myself was that I was lost and afraid,
wanting to belong to someone.
Clearly, how I looked from the
outside in those days wasn’t the same
as how I felt on the inside. But that’s

not the entire reason that there is
dissonance in my memories. When we
human beings ‘settle’ some emotional
mess, we paste a label on it so that we
can put it away. It is magnificently
difficult to hold onto the knowledge
that a relationship or period of our lives
was both painful and joyful. It’s easier
to settle on a single understanding. It’s
much less complicated.
I write this now because I find
in myself, and in my community,
the tendency to see others as
uncomplicated. We forget our joyful
and complex history and reduce
others to caricature, using names like
‘sheeple,’ or ‘covidiots.’ We forget
the things we have appreciated about
others. We forget the kindnesses, the
hard work together, the laughter. But
just like that marriage, just like that
college relationship, the truth is much
bigger and unsettling.
When that email arrived, it came
via a web of fractured relationships. It
was sent by an old housemate whom
I have conveniently forgotten, since
he witnessed first-hand the demise of
my marriage. It came to my former
sister-in-law, to whom I rarely speak
because of the way she trashed my
brother. Then to one of her daughters,
a vaccine refuser who no longer sees
her father. It’s hard to remember how
generous that housemate was; how I
laughed with that sister-in-law drinking
gin and raspberry juice; or my profound
respect for the way my niece raises her
children. It’s hard to remember, because
those memories make our relationship
complex. I prefer simple.
But simple isn’t necessarily true,
is it?
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Nakusp Rotary recognizes Citizens of the Year

Mike Lesnik, Michael, McTour,
McMick, Scar, Daddiss
6 November 1946 – 14 September 2021

Zac Wethal was recognized as Nakusp’s Citizen of the Year for 2020. Zac is an active member of Nakusp Minor Hockey, serving as referee-inchief and coach. He organizes the annual Falcon’s Cup tournament, which raises money for youth hockey programs. He has also co-ordinated
the spring and summer softball leagues, supported youth baseball, and been president of the local slo-pitch league. Zac was presented with a
plaque and flowers on the waterfront walkway on October 7. A life-long Nakusp resident, he poses with his wife and parents in this photo.

Rotary president, Dan Nicholson, shares an elbow-bump with Jay-Dell Mah, recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award. Jay keeps Nakusp
informed on our local teams as well as on Minor Hockey news. He reports on Village council meetings and all progress in the Village. His posts
on Facebook are enjoyed by all and are most informative and often amusing, too. The Citizens of the Year Awards are organized and sponsored
by the Nakusp Rotary Club. This was the 47th annual awards ceremony.

Oriah Leeson, recipient of the Youth Acheivement Award, stands in front of ArrowLake during a brief ceremony, October 7. Oriah Leeson is
president of the Interact Club, Fair Trade Committee, and SAFE Club (Sexual Advocacy for Everyone), and is a member of student council.
She volunteers for PALS and at many community events. She is a coach for the youth soccer program, and is on the soccer, baskeball, ski and
mountain bike teams at the school.

One must look no further than to Mike for a role model, a heroic example,
for how to live and love with one’s whole-heart, all-encompassing humour,
attention, and an authentic capacity for “being here now.”
Mike embodied the deepest love of family, adventure and heart. Filling
his larger-than-life years was eternal playfulness, laughter, conviction,
volunteerism, live music, athletics, pitchforking the garden, traveling the
world, all-season trail romping, mentoring youth, exploring, and delightedly
savouring ice cream. Every nature experience to Mike was “all world.” Every
vista was “exotic.” McTour, frequently the detour specialist, never missed
an opportunity to get blissfully lost, laughing epically about the scrapes, the
views, the fun of it all, the journey. He bounded out of bed every morning
with “I love this life!”
As an educator, Mike’s contributions and influence are everlasting. He
shaped countless lives with his creativity and innovation in schools, and
his talent for bringing out the best in those around him defined him. His
ukulele and sports programs were “world-famous” in his small towns and
neighbouring valleys. Mike’s time as a principal and teacher in Arrow Lakes
and Kamloops schools were years spent doing what he loved most: cultivating
positive life-long learning in his lead-by-example environment. He could
be found in the playground at lunch, strolling the halls at class change, and
leaving well-timed notes of support on colleagues’ desks.
Mike’s circle of friendships was legendarily large and each friendship had
its own special life filled with experiences and lifelong care. There was no
destination too far, no drive too lengthy, no flight too inconvenient to gather
to commune. Mike personified that the most treasured offering is the gift of
your time. Mike invested his limitless life force into relationships that live
on to inspire us all. “Anything for the team” was Mike’s daily mantra, and
all of the lives he touched are infinitely richer for his presence.
Mike’s wife Marion, sons Dan (Heather), Jack (Kate), daughter Emma
(Dan) and grandchildren Sierra, Olivia, Jack and Julius were first in his heart.
There were no limits to his devotion to family. To his sisters Susanne (David)
and Rebecca (Bruce), nieces, nephews, cousins, aunts, sister and brothers-inlaw in Canada, US, and Australia he was the loyal and devoted patriarch. He
was forever on-call to babysit, drive, help out, chirp in the stands; he gave
his undivided time and attention effortlessly. Beariss, Digger Dan, Booiss
and Biscuit are honoured to have been yours, trees growing side by side, yet
never in one’s shadow.
The Lesniks wish to thank the four hospitals (SLCH, KLH, Cranbrook
ICU, Kelowna ICU) and family physician Dr. Van der Berg for their expertise
and compassion during Mike’s sudden and unexpected illness and passing
during a pandemic. Mike’s family also expresses the deepest of gratitude to
the network of friends and family who have supported Mike and the Lesniks.
The loving kindnesses received have been proportional to the exceptional
life and relations of Mike, and we thank you.
Mike’s family honours his seventy five years of brim-full living with
profound gratitude for time together in this world. Mike’s colossally large
life leaves behind a hole of equal size. The daily depth of the loss of Mike
is unfathomable and we are humbled by the innumerable ways that he
is missed. A “‘Lesnik’ is a keeper of the forest, a guardian of family and
friendships, since he himself cultivates it.” Mike far exceeded expectations
of such cultivation. Grampa, Pops, Dad, Mike, we thank you for showing us
how to live a deep, simple life with love and laughter. The universe has been
gifted the eternal and magnificent magic of Mike’s energy with his passing.
To honour Mike, we invite the members of his global community to send
a written story or an experience about Mike either by email (jacklesnik@
gmail.com), snail mail to 507 De Rosa Drive, New Denver BC V0G 1S1, or
drop off at the Lesnik residence between 22 October and 29 October (where
there will be a Principal’s Drop Box).
A Celebration of Life (Shaker of the Year) will be held at a later, safer time.
In lieu of flowers or gifts, kindly consider donating to the Slocan Valley
Legacy Fund, where Mike was a director (https://www.slocanvalleylegacy.
com/donate/), or email Jack Lesnik (jacklesnik@gmail.com) for information
regarding an honorary fund being created in Mike’s name to support Athletics
and the Arts for students of all ages at New Denver’s Lucerne Elementary
Secondary School.
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Grand opening held for Goat Mountain Kids Centre
by Jan McMurray
The grand opening of the Goat
Mountain Kids Centre at Lucerne
School in New Denver was held
October 13, about a year after the
childcare centre began operating.
Due to COVID restrictions, there
was just a small number of people
at the event.
“We had a dream that was
birthed, nurtured and grown by all
of you here today,” said Terry Taylor,
former superintendent. “This dream
will live long into the future cradled
by SD 10 and by Lucerne students,

staff and parents, and cared for by
the community.”
The centre is located in the two
former kindergarten rooms in the
school, which Piercey-Wilson aptly
described as being transformed
“from sow’s ears status to silken
purse” with Laurie Hicks as project
manager. The centre’s outdoor play
area was designed and built by
Petra Hekkenberg, with assistance
from Dylan Jones of Jones Building
Services.
The many local people who
championed the project were

acknowledged in speeches by Taylor;
Valerie Piercey-Wilson, president
of the Goat Mountain Kids Society;
Peter Dubinsky, School District
10 superintendent; Helen Davis,
Goat Mountain School Society; and

MLA Katrine Conroy. Eloise Charet
opened the celebration, and Al
Richardson gave the Sinixt welcome
and blessing.
The project was funded by the
provincial government, Columbia
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Basin Trust, Goat Mountain School
Society, Zion United Church and
Seeds of Hope, and More Core
Drilling, a diamond drilling company
owned by Lucerne graduate Sean
Pownall.

Artist Petra Hekkenberg created this mural, complete with puzzle pieces, in the Goat Mountain Kids Centre outdoor play space.

Former SD 10 superintendent Terry Taylor takes MLA Katrine Conroy on a tour of the Goat
Mountain Kids Centre at the grand opening on October 13.
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Lardeau Valley Harvest Fest small but successful
submitted
Fresh produce, pony rides,
burgers, delicious coffee, great music
and smiles – that sums up the Lardeau
Valley Community Club’s Fall Harvest
Festival on October 2.
After the festival was cancelled in
2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the community came out to show their
support for this year’s festival, which
was sponsored by the Columbia Basin
Trust. Ample room outdoors allowed
for physical distancing between
vendor booths, the kids’ scavenger
hunt and a friendly produce and
preserves competition. The smaller

attendance and fewer vendors than
previous years also contributed to the
safety of the event. A visit from Peppy
the pony delighted adults and kids
alike. The Moon Family Band stayed
to take part in the festival and danced
to Nancy Moon’s music after finishing
their performance.
This small but successful harvest
festival marks the beginning of a
very slow and gradual return to
hosting events that help enrich the
lives of Lardeau Valley residents.
The non-profit organization relies
on grants from the CBT and the
Regional District of Central Kootenay

to organize community dinners,
programs for seniors and kids as well
as the harvest festival. The dinners
have all been placed on hold and other
events modified to abide with current
public health orders since March 2020.
It sounds unpleasant but the
breakdown of the community hall’s
old septic system was the silver lining
in the pandemic. Pandemic restrictions
caused the cancellation of planned
hall rentals and events that would
have been cancelled regardless. The
restrictions gave the time needed for
the major sewerage renovation that met
mandatory Interior Health Authority

requirements to be completed. The
organization also had to supplement
its limited available funds with grants
from the Community Fund of North
Kootenay Lake Society (CFNKLS),
and the RDCK Community Works and
Community Development Programs to
pay the bill. The seasonal campground
and year-round shower house that the
LVCC operates, with the assistance
of a grant from CFNKLS, were on
a different septic system and were
available for use during the renovation.
The Lardeau Valley Community
Club is a non-profit organization with
a purpose to manage and maintain

13
the community hall for cultural,
recreational, educational and other
community activities and to promote
community improvement and
involvement.
For more information on
the LVCC and the community
hall, contact Amanda Cutting,
Manager, at manager@
lardeauvalleycommunityclub.ca or
leave a telephone message at 250366-4236 or send a letter to Lardeau
Valley Community Club, 13429 Hwy
31, PO Box 108, Meadow Creek, BC
V0G 1N0.

Lardeau Valley Harvest Fest: A visit from Peppy the pony delighted adults and kids alike.

Loki Lots near Kaslo a FireSmart community since 2019
by Jan McMurray
The community known as Loki
Lots near Kaslo has been a recognized
FireSmart neighbourhood since
2019. Community champion Arin
Faye got the ball rolling with a
community assessment in 2018.
“The FireSmart assessment
creates a structure you can work
within,” she explains. “We now have
a checklist of things that need to be
paid attention to.”
The Kaslo area’s wildfire
mitigation specialist, Kevin Smith,
did the neighbourhood assessment,
and Faye said the most valuable

lesson was that the Kaslo and Area
Volunteer Fire Department has
its own checklist to determine
whether or not they can enter a
neighbourhood safely to fight a fire.
The neighbourhood has to have safe
access, and it’s very helpful to the
department when there is a reliable
water supply for firefighting.
“Was our neighbourhood ready?
Could emergency vehicles come
in here? Did we have what the fire
department would need to help us
help ourselves? The answer was no,”
Faye said.
So the community has gotten

busy over the last three years and
has widened and regravelled their
roads, bought a generator so their
water system can function in a power
outage, increased water storage
capacity, purchased submersible
backup pumps that can pump water
from the lake, and installed rooftop
sprinklers.
“Every year, we do something,”
Faye said. “The work that needs to
be done is overwhelming, but it’s so
important to safeguard communities
from fire.”
Contact the RDCK to learn more
about the FireSmart program.

— Ashley Pendree, RDH, BHSc, Masters of Health Leadership —

A New Independent Dental Hygiene Clinic in Nakusp
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Loki Lots community champion Arin Faye (left) with her family crew on this year’s FireSmart cleanup day.

A Registered Dental Hygiene practitioner licensed for
independent clinic ownership.
Professional and knowledgeable.
13 years experience, 5 years in Nakusp.  
Gentle and steady hands
Dental cleanings, stain removal, oral health exams,
preventative treatments.
Great with seniors, children and toddlers too.
Relaxing and private home-based environment.
Now accepting extended medical coverage.

Call 250.265.0387 or book online at
https://evergreendentalhygiene.janeapp.com/
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Slocan Valley businesses navigate tough times with help from Economic Development Partnership
submitted
The word “resilient” gets
thrown around a lot these days,
but when you look at the Slocan
Valley businesses that have made
it through the last 19 months, this
word couldn’t ring more true.
Slocan Valley business owners
have navigated an unimaginably
tough (nearly) two years, with lots
of curve balls coming at them from
all directions. Nevertheless, despite
the hardships most businesses have
faced, they are still standing strong.   
Responding to the everchanging landscape of COVID
restrictions, provincial health
orders, restricted tourism and
impacts from wildfires has been

Kathleen and Ryan

314 Broadway St
Nakusp, British Columbia
(250) 265-2540
arrowandanchor.ca

quite challenging. The divide in
the Slocan Valley around COVID
safety protocols and vaccinations
has made it particularly difficult for
staff and management to stay safe,
sane and keep their doors open.
Despite these challenges, we
see an encouraging number of
new businesses starting up and
existing businesses upping their
game here in the valley. Many local
businesses have greatly improved
their online presence to increase
their marketing reach, build their
audience and sell their products and
services online. Some have taken
the opportunity to pivot, redesign
and relaunch, as well as update
their website and social media
accounts. The importance of having
a strong digital presence cannot be
underestimated, even in a region
that lives more off the land than on
the computer.
The Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership
(SVEDP), comprised of the
Villages of Slocan, Silverton and
New Denver and RDCK Area
H, has been standing behind our
Slocan Valley business owners
during these trying times.
The SVEDP, through our
work with Community Futures
Central Kootenay and SVED
Coordinator Ron LeBlanc, received
an Economic Trust of Southern
Interior – BC grant to hire Karen
Kornelsen as a support advisor to
help small businesses recover from
these recent economic impacts.
She has been very active in the
community this summer, engaging
business owners, listening to their
needs and pitching in to support
them.  
Karen not only works to link
businesses with the appropriate
supports and funding, but she also
provides comprehensive support
in the areas of copywriting, digital
marketing and social media. Going
forward, she will continue this
important work and begin working
on cross-sector promotions and
events, including engaging with our
home-based business community.
If you think you could use Karen’s
help, please reach out to her at
karenk@futures.bc.ca.
Together, our economic
development team has worked to
support the agriculture, cannabis,
tourism, artisan, hospitality and

retail sectors. The Shop Slocan
Valley campaign helped foster
a sense of community pride and
support for local businesses and
the upcoming Slocan Valley Grown
campaign will do the same for our

farms, food producers and grocers.
Small businesses make our
lives eminently more livable here
in the Slocan Valley. For many
business owners, part of why they
do it all is to be in service to their

community. From all of us at the
SVEDP, we would like to take
this opportunity to tip our caps to
those resilient souls who open their
doors and hearts to our eclectic
community.

Morgen Bardati, textile artist from New Denver, is one of the many resilient businesspeople in the Slocan Valley.

The annual Harvest Fest at Lucerne School in New Denver took place October 1. Pictured here are Eloise Charet and her son-in-law, who made
corn dolls with the kids at the festival, using corn husks from the school garden.
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Nakusp’s Economic Development Coordinator to facilitate community connections
submitted
In June, the Nakusp and Area
Development Board (NADB) contracted
a local Economic Development
Coordinator (EDC), Aidan McLarenCaux, to deliver on various aspects
of local economic development.
Identifying the need for a professional
to help guide the community through
its various challenges, NADB partnered
with various organizations to fund the
position — the Economic Trust of the
Southern Interior (ETSI-BC), the Village
of Nakusp, Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK), Imagine Kootenay,
and the Columbia Basin Trust (CBT).

“There is an energy and dynamic
vitality to this area right now,” opines
McLaren-Caux, “and our challenge is to
harness that drive and use it to create a
future for this place that our children, and
we, can be proud of. In 100 years, when
the Arrow Lakes Historical Society does
a retrospective on this time, they will be
writing about the decisions we make and
the actions we take in this moment. Even
after 11 years of being here, I am still
excited by the idea that we, the residents
of this community, can have a tangible
and positive impact on our own futures
and leave a lasting legacy of success for
generations to come. We get to write our

own history, and that is exciting.”
The board created an ambitious
workplan for the first 12 months, which
will be the first steps to meaningful,
long-term investment in economic
development in the community. In broad
strokes, the major areas of focus are:
undertaking a strategic action planning
session with local stakeholders and
refining those priorities and starting to
pursue specific opportunities; business
recovery advising; developing necessary
community economic development
infrastructure; being the first point of
contact for Imagine Kootenay in our
area; representing Nakusp and area at

the Economic Development Practitioners
Network; promoting the launch of the
Investment Ready Nakusp website;
working on future direction for the board
and the EDC role; and, refreshing the
NADB brand and local presence.
One of the results of stakeholder
engagements was that the role of NADB
and the EDC in the community should
be one of connection and coordination.
Specifically, the EDC should: support
other organizations in their efforts to
pursue projects in their respective fields
of expertise; communicate with the
community at large about the progress of
community projects; and act as the nexus

submitted
The North Kootenay Lake
Recovery Program includes three
key recovery initiatives: secure
supply chains, incubate agriculture
and catalyze local e-commerce.
The project is being managed
and coordinated by Factor 5, an
economic development social
enterprise, and involves the Kaslo
and Area Chamber of Commerce
and the Lardeau Valley Opportunity
Links Society.
The first project to get underway
will be supply chain development,
led by the Kaslo and Area Chamber
of Commerce, with technical support
from Factor 5. The primary goal
of the initiative is to support local
businesses in addressing disruptions
to their supply chains. First, the
Chamber will conduct outreach to
local businesses to identify supply
chain challenges and provide direct
support through market research
of supply alternatives. This will

empower local businesses to
address immediate supply chain
challenges on a case-by-case basis.
Second, the intel gathered on supply
chain challenges will be analyzed
to identify opportunities to build
community solutions for multiple
businesses. This will be followed by
a business plan on how the Chamber
can lead collective solution(s),
along with resources to support the
Chamber in early stages of enacting
the business plan. The result will
be a community-wide supply chain
solution underpinned by a business
plan that allows the Chamber to
deliver the solution while generating
sustainable revenue.
The second initiative to get
underway is the incubation of the
agriculture sector through storage,
processing, and distribution led
in conjunction with the Lardeau
Valley Opportunity Links Society.
The initiative is designed to support
local farmers in getting their

crops to market while creating
opportunities for entrepreneurs to
add value to produce through access
to community kitchen facilities. The
first step is to engage farmers and
local businesses to discuss how the
community can work together to
improve access to markets through
improved distribution logistics,
resulting in a local logistics
business plan. The second step is
to work with local farmers to build
community storage. The third step
is to work with local community
organizations that have kitchen
facilities to build and promote a
program for entrepreneurs to add
value to local produce. Together,
these three components will incubate
the industry and improve the viability
of farming and agri-food businesses
in the region.
The final initiative to get
underway is to support local
businesses through e-commerce and
digital marketing services provided

by Factor 5. The first step is to
develop a comprehensive program
to support every business to enhance
their online presence and capacity
to reach customers through training
and direct business support. The
second step is to improve community
capacity to market businesses and
foster an online marketplace that
connects local customers with local
businesses through improvement
of virtual downtown features of
northkootenaylake.ca. The third
and final step is to launch a robust
community marketing campaign
targeted at locals with the objective
of fostering buying local online.
The project is funded by the
Province of British Columbia through
the Community Economic Recovery
Infrastructure Program (CERIP).
For anyone interested in learning
more, please reach out to the local
Economic Development Coordinator
by email at sarah@factor5group.
com.

North Kootenay Lake Recovery Program to launch

for community economic development
through facilitating collaboration and
synergy among community groups.
“Having worked with several other
communities in the Columbia Basin and
beyond,” says McLaren-Caux, “it has
been remarkable how much investment
other places have put into economic
development and how far we have yet
to come. By bringing the community
together, by working together towards
common goals, by acting as a hub for
community economic development, by
investing in professional staff, we are
taking the first steps towards effectively
having a positive and lasting effect on
our communities, and tilling the soil
for future growth and development,
inspiring the next generation to grow
and thrive in this beautiful little slice of
the world.”
Please feel free to get in touch
with ideas or questions about
helping improve our community at
nakuspareadevelopment@gmail.com or
250-265-8764.

5 am - 8 pm
weekdays
6 am - 8 pm
Sat. & Sun.

250-353-2205
Downtown
Kaslo

The Biggest
Little Store
in the West
Kootenay
ALL
ORGANIC
PRODUCE

(lots of local ...
in season)

ORGANIC BULK FOOD AND SPICES
Organic/Natural Groceries • Dairy,
Cheeses and Alternatives • Personal
Care and Vitamins
9-6 Mon-Sat • Sunday 10-4
Downtown Winlaw 226-7255

Kelly Roberts, Owner/Broker

botanical dispensary, healing
suites & teaching centre

Jade
Ph: 250-265-3635
email: nakusp@royallepage.ca
www.selkirkrealty.com

Celebrating 15 years as your local
community whole foods store!

Thanks to our customers for
35 years of loyal support!

figmentscanada.com
408 Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566

Todd and Val
416 Broadway Nakusp
265-3644

Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2257
Celebrating 12 years
in business!

Colleen

Since 1986

cedar creek gardens hwy 6
250.226.7744
emeryherbals.com

402 Front Street
Kaslo
250-353-9667

Tom

441 Front Street • Kaslo
250-353-0245
tcmbs@gmx.com
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Kaslo and Area Chamber reimagines, reinvents and broadens business outreach
submitted
The Kaslo and Area Chamber
of Commerce has had a busy year
since last Small Business Month!
A small grant through Kaslo &
Area D Economic Development
Commission enabled us to hire a very
part-time administrator/ambassador.
This additional capacity enabled our
Chamber to broaden our outreach to
local businesses, keeping members
informed of ongoing grants, loans,
training and programs. Navigating
these opportunities can be quite a
headache for our businesses and
not-for-profits, so the additional
information has proven helpful,
especially with all the ongoing
challenges of the pandemic.
Where there’s challenge, there is
also the opportunity to reimagine and
reinvent. And that is what we were
able to do. A Buy Local grant through
Columbia Basin Trust enabled us
to put on a super-fun campaign
called ‘Caught in the Act,’ where
we would ‘catch’ shoppers in the

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Sara for
Details: 250-354-2833

act of shopping locally and reward
them with Chamber Cash prizes.
A successful Great Gift Giveaway
followed, giving away almost $3,000
in prizes from local businesses.
Our next reinvention was our
Light Up Parade. To keep everyone
physically distanced, we decided to
‘bring it to the people.’ Rather than
just parading down Front Street, we
wound through the streets of Kaslo,
with residents able to enjoy the parade
from their own front yards or their
vehicles alongside the parade route.
After a successful membership
drive, we continued to make strides to
build capacity to deliver value to our
local businesses. In March, the Kaslo
and Area D Economic Development
Commission approved a three-year
strategy, which features the Chamber
working alongside the EDC, each
having its own function, but working
together to accomplish the ongoing
goals of Rural Revitalization. The
strategy focuses on coordinated
leadership and includes working
with the many vibrant organizations,
services and program providers in
our area. We work with existing
organizations to assist businesses to
recover, and to research and develop
projects where gaps or challenges
have been identified.
In May, the Kaslo Chamber

received a grant from ETSI-BC to
fund the role of Recovery Advisor,
enabling us to launch our part of the
strategy. Our manager/advisor has
been connecting with businesses
throughout Kaslo and Area D, acting
as a conduit for information and
introduction to service providers
such as Community Futures, Basin
Business Advisors, KAST etc.
Workforce shortage issues have been

identified as one of the predominant
challenges, especially in our food and
beverage industries. We have begun
the work to find solutions to this and
other known challenges, many of
which are prevalent throughout the
province and beyond (e.g. housing).
Looking forward to the next
months continuing our work
with economic recovery, Choose
Local campaigns are in the works,

including the tried and true, Great
Gift Giveaway, Caught in the Act and
introducing a new Cheer it Forward
campaign.
We commend the grit and
resiliency of our small businesses.
They are the backbone of our
communities and we are committed
to helping them recover and thrive.
We look forward to working with
you. Happy Small Business Month!

Kaslo’s main street.

Slocan Valley businesses featured in video series
submitted
The Slocan Valley Chamber of
Commerce is proud to support small
businesses in the valley.
Beginning November 15, a new
series of videos will be showcased
on the Chamber website at www.
SlocanValleyChamber.com. This

series of videos features Slocan
Valley businesspeople talking about
why they love living and working
here.
So on November 15, go to www.
SlocanValleyChamber.com and
select the Live tab to watch the
videos. Over the course of the next

few months, additional videos will be
posted, so come back often to hear
why people have chosen the Valley
as a place to live and do business.
This project fits under one of
the Chamber’s goals – to contribute
toward business and resident
attraction and retention.

Rob & Olivia

518 - 6th Avenue • New Denver • 250-358-2270

Wren, Jason & Robin

522 Lake Avenue • Silverton

250-358-2360
mail@siltrans.ca

William
Hunter
Cabins

303 Lake Ave. Silverton, BC

e-mail : info@williamhuntercabins.ca

phone : 250.358.2647

The KBS Crew

KASLO BUILDING
SUPPLIES

Mathew, Joel & Vince DeVito

Dan & Jan

6521 Hwy 31. Kaslo
Phone: 250-353-7628
Fax: 250-353-7740
www.kaslobuilding.com

We thank all our
small businesses for
making New Denver
the vibrant community
that it is!
-The Council of
New Denver
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Renewables forum points way to a resilient future in the Kootenays
submitted
At a Nelson renewable energy forum
on September 28, the newly formed
Columbia Institute for Renewable
Energy (CIRES) made a convincing case
for urgent, collective action within the
Kootenay-Columbia-Boundary region
to address mounting concerns over our
warming climate.
Bringing together a diverse group
of participants from energy companies,
businesses, provincial and regional
government, NGOs, and youth groups,
CIRES speakers described both the
context of the climate crisis and the
opportunity that this presented to the
region to create green jobs, as we take
urgent action to transition to a zeroemissions economy.

The gathering of almost 60 people,
split between in-person attendance and
virtual presence, discussed opportunities
for increasing local renewable energy
generation, discussing the growth of
emerging technologies such as floating
solar, green hydrogen and ‘microhydro’
generation.
CIRES President Eden Yesh noted,
“CIRES was created by a group of
like-minded individuals focused on
renewable energy and environmental
restoration in the Kootenays. Leadership
and collaboration are critical and we’re
stepping up to play our part.”
The six-hour-long session enabled
attendee participation through break-out
sessions and polls, generating ideas and
connecting initiatives. Beyond making

the case for urgent action, the CIRES
team made it clear that our region
can turn a necessity into a virtue by
establishing climate-resilient renewable
energy systems that create economic
opportunity.
The collective vision of the attendees
was clearly one of optimism and
opportunity, despite the challenging
task ahead. The CIRES team spoke of the
shifting culture and desire for resilience,
which is driven not only by recent
extreme weather events but also by the
pandemic. Participants also learned how
the economics of renewables now makes
them the cheapest form of new energy.
In his presentation on the potential of
‘green hydrogen,’ CIRES board member
Bruce Wilson added, “I want the young

people of our region to see optimism and
opportunity in the transformation of our
economy and I want to make it clear to
people from all walks of industry – we
need your skills, and your experience to
build a resilient and prosperous net-zero
future for all.”
In an overwhelmingly positive
response, attendees spoke of the sense
of ‘can do’ and the broad desire for
collective action. The opportunity for
networking and connecting people to
projects created a sense of forward
momentum. The opportunity to come
together in a region still concerned
with COVID was not lost on those who
attended in person. It was particularly
impressionable as this was the first inperson event many had attended since

submitted
The #BuyBasin Festival is back
this fall, taking you live to local
businesses around the Columbia Basin
via Facebook and Instagram.
Hosted by Columbia Basin Trust
and delivered by FestivalSeekers,
the event runs from October 18 to
November 10.
This past spring saw the inaugural
run of the #BuyBasin Festival, which

featured 112 local business owners,
entrepreneurs and artists in videos
on Facebook. The festival resulted in
increased awareness of local goods and
services and additional sales. This fall,
videos will be available to view on both
Facebook and Instagram.
“This past spring during the first
#BuyBasin Festival, businesses came
alive on social media to weather
what has been an incredibly difficult

economic storm. We are ecstatic to help
make that magic happen in a bigger way
by including Instagram in the festival
this fall,” said Stevie Froese, Social
Media Manager and Festival Producer
with FestivalSeekers.
In addition to showcasing the
unique products and services available
locally, the #BuyBasin Festival also
strengthens local businesses by
teaching them how to be effective

online and through social media. Each
business participant is trained on how
to go live on social media, build social
media strategies and tell their unique
story online.
Expect a new lineup of live videos
every weekday from October 18 to
November 10. Simply follow the
#BuyBasin hashtag on social media
and tune in often! To see the schedule or
learn more, visit ourtrust.org/buybasin.

submitted
School District 8 – Kootenay Lake
will be adding two electric school buses
to its transportation fleet this year. One
bus will service the Creston school
community, and the other, Nelson.
SD 8’s ‘Go Green’ commitment
includes supporting low carbon initiatives
in all elements of its operations; from
transportation and facility upgrades to
waste reduction and recycling programs.
“All initiatives aim to reduce the district’s
carbon footprint, increase efficiencies
and reduce operating costs” says Michael

McLellan, secretary-treasurer.
Multiple grant applications
combined successfully resulted in
funding support of $245,000 for the two
electric buses, as well as two charging
stations. The SD 8 operations department
is now working to design and install
the charging stations at the Creston and
Nelson operations yards to be ready for
the buses much anticipated arrival in
early winter.
One of the successful grant
applications was made under the
Go Electric School Bus Program,

administered by the Association of
School Transportation Services of BC
and part of a joint ministry initiative, the
Ministry of Education and the Ministry
of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon
Innovation, to invest in clean energy
solutions that help to reduce emissions
and provide future cost savings.
Electric school buses have
many advantages, including the cost
of electricity compared to fuel and

fewer moving mechanical parts, which
means they require fewer repairs and
less maintenance. In addition, a zeroemission electric school bus saves about
17 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions
annually compared to a diesel school bus.
The new electric school buses also
help to support the Province’s CleanBC
plan, which has set a target to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 40% by
the year 2030.

#BuyBasin Festival is back, October 18-November 10

Electric buses added to SD 8 fleet

Passmore residents call for lower
speed limit on Hwy 6
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Residents of Passmore want to see
a much lower speed limit on Hwy 6
through their Slocan Valley community.
About 75 people have signed a
petition, forwarded to the provincial
and regional governments, calling for
reducing the limit from 90 km/hour to
60 km/hour.
“There is a curve on Hwy 6 north of
the intersection with the Upper Passmore
Rd. This curve reduces visibility for
traffic attempting to make a turn at
the intersection,” the petition reads.
“Apart from the increased volume of
general traffic, there are also many heavy
vehicles, chip trucks, logging trucks, etc.
passing this intersection at these speeds.”
Speeding, a lack of a turning lane
northbound into Passmore or a merging
lane southbound, and the numerous
private driveways connected to the
highway also reinforce the need for a
lower speed limit, the petition notes.
“Many of us ourselves experienced
near misses or know others who have
had one at this intersection,” it continues.
“There have been many motor vehicle
accidents at this intersection. As far as
we know, none of these accidents have
caused a serious injury. NOT YET.”

Located between Winlaw and
Slocan Park, the Passmore section of
highway winds for about five kilometres
between Slocan River and steep bluffs,
and is narrow and with many blind
curves. “With this petition, we believe
that we have made sure that you are fully
aware of the life safety hazards present,”
they conclude.
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay board was expected to receive
the report for information at its October
21 meeting.

Thank you for
shopping local!

COVID hit. Attendees were required
to be fully vaccinated and screened for
COVID symptoms.
Ultimately, the value of such an
event will be measured by the sustained
energy that the event creates. CIRES
board member Laura Sacks summed this
up by noting, “There is much to do if we
are to fire up leaders in government and
in business, and our citizens in our region
to understand that we have nothing to
fear and everything to gain from seizing
the initiative to make positive change.”
The event came together due to
generous support from community
sponsors: Nelson and District Credit
Union, Kootenay Savings Credit
Union, Kootenay Co-op, Rice & Co
Accountants, Oso Negro, and Nelson
Brewing Company.

Small business is the
backbone of our local
economy. Thank you to
all our small business
people for your hard
work and communitymindedness

Derek and Candice Dewar

6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo
353-7409

Gary

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

401-6th Avenue, New Denver
Phone: (250) 358-2617
Fax: (250) 358-2524

Email: newdenver@rhcinsurance.com

Cornucopia would
like to thank all our
customers for your
support by shopping
local.
Thank You

Janis and Shon

409 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC
250-265-3332

Fridays – Seniors Day
save 10%
Leona, Russ & staff
359-2298

422 Front St Kaslo • BC
250-353-2594
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Job Opportunities –
North Kootenay Lake Community
Services Society
Job 1:
Temporary Part Time Employment Opportunity: 12 months
Community Based Victim Service Worker/ SKY Coordinator
23.5 hours per week (18.5 hours Victim Service; 5 hours SKY Coordinator) in Kaslo,
BC.
As the Community Based Victim Services Worker and SKY Coordinator, you will
provide emotional support, referrals and legal information to victims of intimate
violence, and other types of criminal violence. You will work closely with members
of the counselling team, referring agencies and community partners. Clinical supervision will be provided
Preferred Qualification:
• Bachelor’s degree in Human Services or equivalent in training and experience.
• Experience working in areas of intimate violence, abuse, sexual assault especially
within the context of victims/survivors in the legal and medical systems
• Demonstrated understanding of the impact of biases respecting race, class, sex,
gender, sexual orientation, dis/abilities is essential.
• Excellent written and communication skills and experience with case management
A sound vehicle, driver’s abstract and criminal record check is required

Job 2:
Temporary Part-time Employment Opportunity: 2 years
Child & Youth Outreach Worker - Art Specialist
28 hours per week September to June- for 2 years in Kaslo, BC.
As the Child and Youth Outreach Worker you will provide comprehensive evidence-based services for children and youth under the age of 19, residing in Kaslo
and the surrounding area. You will work closely with members of the counselling team,
referring agencies and community partners. Clinical supervision will be provided.
Preferred qualifications:
• Bachelor’s degree in a related social services field, with a Diploma in Art Therapy
or equivalent in training and experience
• Registered with CATA/BCATA.
• Demonstrated experience developing and conducting psycho-educational support
groups for children and youth, including art therapy.
• Demonstrated knowledge and skills in assessment and treatment of children and
youth who experience mental, emotional and behavioural problems.
Job 3:
Permanent Part-time Employment Opportunity
Strong Start Parent and Child Time Facilitator – Kaslo and Meadow Creek
2 positions 9-18 hours per week, excluding school holidays
As a Strong Start Parent and Child Time Facilitator, you will plan, deliver and evaluate developmentally appropriate activities and experiences to create a high-quality
early learning and family-centered program for children aged 0-6 and their parents
or caregivers.
Preferred qualifications and skills:
• Early Childhood Education (ECE) certificate, relevant education in the Human
Services field, or experience working in the field with willingness to study for ECE
certification.
• Strong knowledge and awareness of age-appropriate programming and developmental needs of children
• Applicants must be willing to wear a mask if working in-person; and also be able
to deliver programming via Zoom.
Job 4:
Temporary Part-time Employment Opportunity
Facilitator – Mothercare Pregnancy Outreach Program
October 1, 2021 – Dec 31, 2021 - 6 hours per week
The Mothercare facilitator works to support the health and well-being of pregnant
people and healthy parenting of infants aged 0 – 6 months. This position involves
facilitation of the weekly Mothercare pregnancy support group, sharing information
and resources, and facilitating referrals to other community services.
Qualifications:
• Bachelor’s Degree in a field related to maternal/infant health and well-being, such
as social services, nursing, or an equivalent combination of training & experience
• One-year recent, related experience including experience with pregnant, postpartum
and/or breastfeeding/chestfeeding clients and baby care
• Prefer certification as a Lactation Consultant
• Applicants must be willing to wear a mask if working in-person; and be able to
deliver programming via Zoom.
For all jobs:
Please see www.nklcss.org for full job requirements and how to submit your
application.
These positions will remain open only until a suitable candidate is hired. Only those
shortlisted will be contacted.
“NKLCSS is committed to an equitable, diverse, and inclusive workforce. We welcome
applications from all qualified persons. We encourage members of the BIPOC and
LGBTQIA2S+ communities to apply.”
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society
336 ‘B’ Avenue
Box 546 Kaslo V0G 1M0
Phone: 250 353 7691 ext. 208
Fax: 250 353 7694
Web: www.nklcss.org
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society works on the stolen territories of
the Ktunaxa, Sinixt and Syilx nations. We acknowledge the impacts of colonization,
both past and present, and we seek to deliver our services in a manner that honours
the land and the Indigenous peoples living here today.  
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Kaslo council, October 12: No action
on ‘hateful’ downtown signage
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Village says it can’t do anything
about offensive speech on display
downtown – and municipal leaders
dodged an opportunity to condemn such
displays.
The issue came up after a citizen
complained that a sign posted in the
window at 423 Front Street constituted
“hate speech” against gays, lesbians, and
people of colour.
“It’s a problem,” wrote Dave Collier
to council. “Those signs will not come
down if there’s no intervention. Fun to
see them for Christmas Light Up and
Maydays next spring? It’s a headache
for you and it’s a headache for all of us
living here.”
Staff wrote back to Collier, saying
there’s not much they can do.
“As matters stand, the Village of
Kaslo is not empowered to take action
against violations of the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms,”
wrote CAO Ian Dunlop. “The authority
to enforce this or any other federal law
lies with the federal government alone
(the authority is not shared with either
municipal or provincial governments).”
Dunlop suggested Collier and
another complainant could contact
the RCMP about the signage to see if
there are actions that they can take. He
noted Village bylaws only cover signs
on the outside of buildings, and has no
jurisdiction inside.
“If unauthorized signs appear on
the outside of a building, please let me
know because that is a matter that could
be addressed by the Village,” he said.
Council passed a motion to receive
the correspondence as information. At
the public question period, Mayor Hewat
and councillors declined to say what they
think about such signs being displayed in
the community.
“It’s inside a private business, and
we can’t tell them what to do,” said
Hewat after a long pause.
“And we don’t need to fish for more
division,” added Councillor Kellie Knoll.

No change in tree plan

A local landowner has found out that
after taking several years and thousands
of dollars to develop, council is in no
mood to ignore its brand new Tree
Planting Plan.
Michael Proctor of B Avenue told
council he wanted to plant five trees, at
his own expense, on public land between
his house and the Village campground.
“No room for a wonderful, tolerant
neighbour of the campground having a
tiny bit of privacy?” he asked council.
He said the trees would be planted in
accordance with Village guidelines and
established practice so as not interfere
with underground infrastructure, and he
would take care of their maintenance.
But council adopted its new Tree
Planting Plan in August. It sets out
recommended locations for planting
trees on municipal lands, as well as
recommendations regarding species
selection. Any changes to the plan
require council approval.
While Proctor chose a species
approved in the civic plan, he was asking
to plant four more trees than called for
at that location.

And “as the trees will be located
on public property, the Village will
ultimately be responsible for their care
and maintenance if the property owner is
unable or unwilling to perform this work
during any point in the tree’s lifecycle,”
a note from staff said. “If required, the
removal of the tree will be at the Village’s
cost.”
And after spending all that time
developing a plan, council decided not
to ignore it the first time a decision came
to them about it.
They said Proctor could plant one
tree at the location.
“There’s no point… I was doing it to
create a bit of a buffer between me and
the campground,” Proctor told council.
“One tree won’t really do that – unless
I get a really wide tree,” he added,
jokingly.
“We’re going to try to be following
the plan from now on that was developed
by Cathro Consulting,” reiterated Mayor
Hewat.

Colour me historic

The owners of a heritage building
downtown will get their chance to argue
their colour scheme to council. Nathan
and Carolyn Thomson, owners of 419
Front, want to paint the building a mix
of greens with red accents. Council voted
to proceed with a Heritage Development
Permit hearing at the next council
meeting, October 26.

Remote control request

The Kaslo Remote Control (RC)
Club will find out next week if council
will approve its plans to improve the
hobbyists’ space at the Kaslo Aerodrome.
The RC Club wants to make
improvements to municipal lands near
the aerodrome, which they use for flying
their powered model aircraft. They want
to clear some area to make the approach

to the runway safer, as well as add a
SeaCan on the property to house safety
equipment.
Staff asked council to defer
making a decision until October 26,
to allow clarification on a number of
issues, including insurance, municipal
responsibility, and to get more details
on the project.

Notice on Title delay

A plan to deliver a Notice on Title to
a Kaslo homeowner was put on hold for a
month. Staff said a procedural oversight
prompted the delay until the next council
meeting.
A report to council said the owner of
34 Duthie “has been advised of the need
for a valid Building Permit and has not
complied,” thus prompting the notice.
However, staff omitted giving the owner
an “opportunity to be heard, before
Council considers the recommendation
from the Building Official.”
The property owner will be given
the opportunity to present his case before
council decides if it will proceed.
A Notice on Title informs anyone
searching the title that a breach of
municipal bylaws or regulations has
occurred on the property.

Permissive tax

Council gave final approval to its
Permissive Tax Exemptions Bylaw,
forgiving the municipal portion of
property taxes for 22 community groups.
In all, just over $106,000 in taxes are
being forgiven.

Fall strategy session

With dozens of demands, pressures
and project deadlines facing council
and the Village staff, it’s important
that everyone is clear on what jobs
take priority. Council will be holding a
Strategic Planning session on November
13.

Youth to help shape the future of
BC through new council
submitted
The next generation of BC’s
leaders will have a new platform to
help shape government policy and
priorities through the creation of the
StrongerBC Young Leaders Council.
The council, which will be made
up of youth 14-26, will provide direct
and ongoing feedback to Brittny
Anderson, the premier’s special
adviser on youth, on the issues that
matter most to young people.
“From climate change to the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic,
young people are facing considerable
challenges. That’s why it is critical
to have young leaders at the table
to find solutions,” said Premier
John Horgan. “The StrongerBC
Young Leaders Council will have
our government’s ear as part of an
ongoing dialogue. We want to know
what matters most to BC’s youth
and to make sure they have a say in
building a stronger province and a
brighter future for everyone.”
The StrongerBC Young Leaders
Council will seek to include youth
throughout the province who are
Indigenous, black or people of colour,
who live in rural or remote areas,
young people living with disabilities,

2SLGBTQ+ and other young leaders
from equity-seeking communities.
Presenting the viewpoints of underrepresented groups to government is
a priority of this council.
Applications for the council
are now open. People interested in
applying should visit: www.gov.
bc.ca/youngleaderscouncil
Council members will be
appointed for a one-year term and
have the option to continue with
the council for up to three years.
Meetings will be held every three
months with a mix of in-person and
online.
Topics may include economic
recovery, the environment and natural
resources, climate change, education,
housing, mental health and other areas
important to youth. Ministries from
across government may submit ideas
for discussion at council meetings.
“This is an exciting opportunity
for young people across B.C. to meet
like-minded leaders who want to
make a difference,” Anderson said.
“This new council gives our future
leaders a voice, and our government
is committed to listening to that voice
as we look to shape our province for
generations to come.”
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Nakusp council, October 12: NACFOR grant boosts council coffers
it had harvested 30,000 cubic metres
of wood last year, worth just under
$3 million. The company provided
nearly 3,000 days of work for
employees and contractors, spending
93% of its operations in the local
community.
The company also planted
160,000 seedlings, created seven
kilometres of trails, cleared areas for
wildfire protection and supported the
caribou maternity pen project and
pine beetle studies.
Since 2014, NACFOR has
delivered $2.09 million in dividends
to the region.

Bike access

The Village is throwing its weight
behind a request from the Nakusp
and Area Bike Society (NABS) for
safer access to their Mount Abriel
trail facility.
NABS says their Mount Abriel

Recreation Site is becoming a more
popular tourist destination all the
time, since being established in
2017. The society has spent millions
of dollars building a forest trail
network from high up Mount Abriel
to the shores of Arrow Lake. The
facility also includes campgrounds,
accessible trails and other riding and
camping facilities.
But they say there are real
problems with road access into the
facility, and they want the Ministry
of Highways to improve it.
“The speed limit here is 100 km/
hr. There are large, slow vehicles
(trailers, campers, RVs) entering
and exiting the highway at these
access locations in addition to the
vehicles arriving and exiting to use
the mountain bike trails,” a staff
report says. “Users of all ages are
crossing the road on mountain bikes.”

NABS has prepared a detailed
submission for MOTI which includes
proposed safety improvements, and
has asked local bodies like the Village
to endorse the move.
Council approved writing the
letter in support of NABS’ proposal.

Tax hike approved for
transit

Village taxpayers (and everyone
else in the RDCK) will be seeing
increases in their taxes that cover the
cost of regional transit. The increase
will address new pressures on the
service from increasing demand,
the cost of maintenance, and service
improvements.
A new bylaw would allow the
requisition for transit improvements
to go from $350,000 to $678,000
annually, region-wide. Nakusp’s
share is about 12% of that.
It’s important to note the increase

PHOTO CREDIT: BETH MCLEOD

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Owning a community forestry
company continues to pay dividends
for Nakusp Village council – literally.
The Nakusp and Area Community
Forest announced it was giving
$100,000 to the Village in 2021 as
its annual dividend. NACFOR is
a forestry company owned wholly
by the Village of Nakusp, and pays
an annual dividend to the only
shareholder.
Some of that money goes to
Nakusp, while some is earmarked for
the Arrow Lakes communities where
NACFOR operates.
The pandemic’s impact on
forestry was apparent as NACFOR
slashed its dividend this year. The
2021 return is about a quarter of last
year’s dividend.
Company officials told council

isn’t automatic – it just increases the
allowable limit to pay for service
improvements now and in the future.
It also covers the shift to a new
service delivery company, NextGen
Transit. The Nakusp-based Arrow &
Slocan Lakes Community Services
was told it lost the transit contract
earlier this year. But that change
is coming with a notable price tag.
Increases are expected to be 3-5%
over the next five years, not counting
a 17% increase this year (and 3% next
year) to pay for the NextGen takeover
of the contract.
The increase will also cover
‘critical fixes’ in the service – notably
a Balfour-Nelson run, and two new
bus runs between Nelson and Selkirk
College in Castlegar.
While approving the bylaw,
council questioned whether the
apportionment of costs between
participating local governments had
been reviewed and updated. The
mayor and CAO will inquire with
RDCK and report back to council.

Permissive tax
exemptions

This year’s NACFOR dividend was presented to the Village at the October 12 council meeting. L to R: Aidan McLaren-Caux (councillor and council rep on NACFOR board), Ken Miller ( councillor),
Tom Zeleznik (mayor), Melissa Rode (NACFOR president), Anastasia Hewat (NACFOR director), Susan DeSandoli (councillor).

Rocky Mountain Motogiro returns
by Jan McMurray
The Rocky Mountain Motogiro
event was back this year after a miss
last year due to the pandemic. Running
since 2013, the event saw its ninth year
(eighth event) in Nakusp last month.
Jim Kelsall, one of the event’s key
organizers, explained that the event
is fashioned after the original Giro
Motociclistico d’Italia, an endurance
race comprising 3,400 kilometres in
eight legs through mountain roads
down the length of the boot of Italy.
The original event ended in 1957, and
there are now a number of Motogiro
‘revival’ events around the world,
generally all celebrating older, small
capacity motorcycles (250 cc and
less). “The motorcycles are ridden
considerably more sedately than the
full-on eight-day racing that occurred
in Italy in the ’50s and earlier,” Kelsall
added.
The event was founded by Dave
Marshall, a member of the Canadian
Vintage Motorcycle Group, who
had participated in a Motogiro event
in Alberta. “He lamented the lost
opportunity to ride on considerably
more interesting, challenging and
scenic roads that can be found in the

Kootenays, and so our event was
born,” Kelsall said.
The two-day Rocky Mountain
event includes the ‘Circuit di
Kootenays’ on Saturday, a ride from
Nakusp to Silverton to Nelson to Kaslo
to New Denver and back to Nakusp,
and the ‘Hill Climb’ timed closed
road event on the 10-kilometre-long
Nakusp Hot Springs Road on Sunday.
“I believe we might be the only

motorcycle hill climb timed event in
Canada,” Kelsall said.
This year ’s event had 12
participants, compared to the usual 1820, due to the shorter notice because
of COVID. Participants came from
Calgary, Wainwright, Innisfail and
Irvine in Alberta as well as Silverton,
Nakusp and Roberts Creek in BC.
There were 30 volunteers from all
over. “Interestingly this year, there

was no scrambling to seek additional
volunteers. We seem to have an
excellent core group that keeps coming
back,” said Kelsall.
Riders and volunteers stay
in Nakusp, and Kelsall says the
community has been very good to
them. “We look forward to coming
back again after a winter of fettling
and tinkering to celebrate our 10-year
anniversary in September 2022.”

The caribou maternity pen project
above the municipal hot springs is
going to get a tax break from the
Village. Council voted in favour of
giving the group behind the project a
$1,400 tax break this year.
The Arrowtarians Senior Citizen’s
Society is also going to get a pass on
paying $1,737 in taxes this year for its
new public housing project at #2167th Avenue, which opened this spring.
Municipal governments are
allowed to give tax breaks to certain
community groups or institutions
that are deemed to provide an
important public service. Ten Nakusp
community groups and five places of
public worship are currently excused
from the municipal portion of their
property taxes under the bylaw.
The Village currently gives about
$20,000 in exemptions annually. The
new additions will add about $3,100
to the total. That lost revenue to the
Village will be covered off by the rest
of the community’s taxpayers. Staff
estimates the average property owner
will chip in an extra $2.79 to cover the
cost of the new exemptions.

PALS
NEEDS YOUR
HELP!
If you are a special person who can
help with either fostering or rehabilitating young kittens who have been
living in the wild. These kittens are
going to need patience, kindness,
and consistent training to get them
ready to be adopted into loving
homes. CALL PALS today at 250265-3792 if you can help!
MORE KITTENS AVAILABLE
SOON!! INTERESTED? CALL
PALS TO GET YOUR NAME ON
THE LIST.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Peter Peach from Calgary on the Rocky Mountain Motogiro hill climb, Nakusp Hot Springs Road, September 19.

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
What an amazing opportunity to live your
dream and own your own business. Become
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and
a quaint building on the main street of
New Denver. The newspaper business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community
Futures to learn about the free Business
Plan workshop open to anyone! And if
you’re eligible, you may also qualify for
the Self-Employment program where you
will receive ongoing business training and
coaching and usually financial support

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self-Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
THE SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS
GUILD’S outside event, Yarn & Yardage,
happens Sunday, October 24, 10-2. Crafting
supplies, books, fabric, fleece, yarn, notions,
coffee and cookies. Come to 7112 Perry’s
Back Road at Highway 6. Phone 250-3552459 for information.
VA L H A L L A W I L D E R N E S S
PROGRAM Bottle Drive – Saturday,

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

518 6th Ave • New Denver

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

or to register contact: sknight@cbal.org
250-226-6949.

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE!
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-5518505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
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sacredearthsomatics.com.

HELP WANTED

67-YEAR-OLD MAN from New Denver
area looking for home care, part time. 250358-2756.
LARDEAU VALLEY OPPORTUNITY
LINKS Society is looking for a new
Director. This is a part-time position,
between 10-20 hours/week at $25 per
hour. Reporting to and working with a
volunteer Board of Directors, the Director
has accountability for the long-term vision,
strategy and planning for the Lardeau Valley
Opportunity LINKS Society, as well as
day to day oversight of individual projects.
Driver’s licence and reliable transportation
required. Familiarity with the communities
in the Lardeau Valley is essential. Please
email us at euledos@gmail.com to express
your interest in the position. Application
Deadline: November 15.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

MUSIC LESSONS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

H. A. Benson Inc.

BIG DOG MUSIC

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

EDUCATION

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS – A
FREE CONVERSATIONAL WRITING
CLASS: Thursdays 11am – 1 pm starting
Oct 28 on Zoom. Each week, participants
will collectively decide on a writing
topic and will be encouraged to explore
varied writing styles. Class will start with
participants having time to share, listen
and connect through their stories. For info

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

CLASSIFIED ADS

November 6, 2021 from 9am-noon. Pick-up
from Slocan Park to Slocan City. Call ahead
for large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank
you for your support.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY HEALTH
Care Auxiliary AGM: November 3, 2021,
2 pm at Chris Hildebrand’s, 917 Kildare
Street, New Denver.
SNOW ON THE MOUNTAIN TOPS
and brightly coloured leaves mean that it is
time for the KOHAN GARDEN AUTUMN
CLEANUP, this year on the weekend of
Oct. 30th & 31st, from 9-4pm, both days.
Bring family and friends, a rake and gloves,
and bring an appetite for a free, hot soup
lunch. COVID-19 safety restrictions are in
effect so be prepared to distance and wear a
mask when near fellow volunteers.

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Current Hours:
Tuesday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sundays &
Mondays
Main Street, New Denver

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700
for details

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-7760. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for all the things taken from the
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass,
and numerous other things. Please return,
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for people who have witnessed:
heavy machinery driving on our septic
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
BIGFOOT INN would like to thank you for
coming forward with so much information

and all the supporting emails. We’re looking
forward to serving the area again one day.

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.

SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR LARGE SHOP or
covered space for Rent/Lease in New
Denver/Silverton area. Prefer 14’ door and
high ceiling to fit RVs for my RV Repair
business. Alpenglow RV Services 250551-8605.

WANTED

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
WILL PAY CASH for old Harley Indian
motorcycles, old cars, old metal signs, gas
pumps and 1960s to 1972 Ford Broncos.
Call 1-778-694-5724.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

sa sa sa sa sa sa
Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

COMMUNITY
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Selkirk College adds student housing in Castlegar, Nelson
submitted
Selkirk College students in
Castlegar and Nelson will have
more access to student housing as
provincial funding for 148 beds
in two new buildings has been
approved.
These new buildings will provide
more on-campus housing options,
while helping to reduce rental-market
pressure in both communities.
The three-storey Castlegar
building will have 112 new student
beds, and the two-storey Nelson
building at the Silver King Campus
will have 36 new student beds. Both
buildings will include two family
units and two accessible units.
“It is exciting to envision what
this new housing will do for students
who attend our regional college in the
future,” said Katrine Conroy, MLA
for Kootenay West and a Selkirk
College alumna. “The college
is a major driver of our regional
workforce, with graduates found in
every corner of our communities.
We need to ensure that while people
are going to school, they have

stable housing, and as the Minister
Responsible for the Columbia Basin
Trust (CBT), I also want to thank
CBT for their ongoing support for
Selkirk College.”
Selkirk College has more than
2,800 full-time students. The college
currently offers 100 beds at its
existing student housing at the
Castlegar campus and 109 beds at
the Tenth Street campus in Nelson.
It will be the first student housing
offered at the Silver King campus
in Nelson.
“Equitable access to an
affordable post-secondary education
is fundamental to our mission at
Selkirk College,” said Angus
Graeme, president, Selkirk College.
“These new units will enable us to
address the local student housing
crisis and support more students with
secure and stable housing. Having
the opportunity to live affordably
on campus near the classrooms and
services means that students can
focus on being successful in their
courses and programs.”
Construction is anticipated to

begin in early 2022, with completion
in summer 2023. The projects are
estimated to add 111 direct jobs and
59 indirect jobs. The total project
cost is $24.5 million and $23.6
million of provincial funding has
been approved.
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North Coal water data secured through the Columbia Basin Water Hub
submitted
The Columbia Basin Water Hub
is making significant progress towards
achieving open data sharing in the
Canadian Columbia Basin. Recently
the water hub acquired baseline water
data from a proposed mining project in
the Elk Valley that is currently under
review with the provincial and federal
governments.
North Coal has been collecting
baseline water data since planning for
its Michel Coal Project started in 2013
and is the first mining company to
sign a data sharing agreement with the
Columbia Basin Data Hub.
“Having companies in the private
sector share water data sets is an
important component for providing
the information needed by decision
makers working to manage watershed
and ecosystem health. There is a strong

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

appetite for increased transparency with
regards to water data while also keeping
industry who impact water more
accountable,” said Santiago Botero,
Applied Innovation and Technology
Manager for Living Lakes Canada.
“The baseline data provided by North
Coal is one of the first datasets that have
come from industry, hopefully paving
the way for more industrial datasets to
be hosted in the water hub.”
Formally launched in March 2021,
the Columbia Basin Water Hub is
an innovative open data platform for
housing water-related data collected
in the Canadian Columbia Basin.
The water hub also provides links
to existing water data relevant to the
Columbia Basin. The overarching
aim of the water hub is to make this
data easily accessible to Indigenous
and non-Indigenous decision makers,

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

researchers, community groups and
the public at large, to help build a
holistic and transparent approach to
water management as climate change
continues to impact hydrological flows
in the Basin region.
In the six-month period since its
launch, over 151 water datasets from
streams, rivers, lakes and wetlands
across the Columbia Basin have been
uploaded to the water hub. This data
was collected and provided by 31
regional organizations. In addition to
North Coal, Kalesnikoff Lumber based
in Castlegar has also provided data
from the private sector.
“North Coal has been collecting
environmental baseline data in the
Michel Creek watershed for several
years now. We are happy to start sharing
water quality data with Living Lakes,”
said Patty Vadnais, Manager of Social

EDUCATION

Responsibility and External Relations
for North Coal. “In the future, we
will look to upload water flow, and
groundwater data.”
Planned for a location near
Sparwood, the Michel Coal Project
is currently in a joint-review approval
process with the BC Environmental
Assessment Office and Impact
Assessment Agency of Canada.
“What we like about the water hub
is the data is held by a reputable third
party and available to a wide variety of
users for academic studies or to inform
management strategies in the Elk Valley
or Columbia Basin as a whole,” said
Vadnais.
The water hub is facilitated by
Living Lakes Canada, the Columbia
Basin-based water stewardship NGO.
Botero and Paige Thurston, the Water
Hub’s Database and Community
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Joe Shaw
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Engagement Coordinator, work closely
with database users to support the
technical data upload process and create
data management plans. Anyone with
water-related data from the Columbia
Basin is encouraged to submit their
data, including community-based
monitoring groups, all levels of
government including First Nations,
and industry.
“Living Lakes was able to
customize the upload template to meet
our needs, which has made the process
simple and straightforward,” said Abby
Cousins, Senior Geologist with North
Coal.
To contact the water hub team
about sharing data, email santiago@
livinglakescanada.ca or paige@
livinglakescanada.ca. To check out
the Columbia Basin Water Hub, visit
cbwaterhub.ca.
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Bold bear breaks into family home
Storie walked into his living
room and saw the fridge light on in
the kitchen. He took a step forward
and felt the crunch of a Frosted Mini
Wheat under his bare foot.
“I’m like, ‘What the heck? Was
my son having a weird midnighteating thing?’” he thought as he
casually walked into the kitchen.
Then he stopped. A metre and a
half away, a 450-pound boar black
bear was looking at him.
“It was sitting there in my kitchen,
with the fridge and cupboard doors
wide open, just having a snack on the

kitchen floor,” he said. “He kind of
lunged at me, did a fake charge, and
the big wheeze and jaw click they do.”
His first thought was for his
family’s safety. He moved back into
his bedroom and woke his partner,
Jessica.
The two of them went out into the
hallway again. While Jessica went to
ensure Storie’s six-year-old son was
safe and call 9-1-1, he tried to figure
out what to do next.
“I have an antique double-edged
axe, for decoration, so I pulled that
off the wall,” he says. “I’m still

PHOTO CREDIT: KYLE STORIE

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
An Edgewood family was shaken
but unharmed after a black bear broke
into their home in the middle of the
night recently.
Kyle Storie says he’s not sure
what caused him to get up at 4 am
on September 30. It was pitch black
in their home on the outskirts of the
community, and all was quiet.
“I’m a deep sleeper, and our
bedroom door was closed,” he said.
“We didn’t hear a thing… not even
my dogs did!”

A black bear was quite happily rooting through Kyle Storie’s refrigerator when the Edgewood resident interrupted him at 4 am. Storie managed to
get the bear out of the house safely a few minutes later.
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in my boxer shorts and bare feet.
Everything’s happening really rapidly,
right?
“I approach the bear and I smash
the flat of my axe on the floor, which
reverberated across the room,” recalls
Storie. “I’m roaring at the bear, ‘Get
out of my house, man! It’s you and me
bear, and I’m prepared!’”
It was then Storie saw his
cellphone on a table beside him. He
grabbed it as the bear tried to find a
way out of the kitchen.
“I thought, I have to take a picture
of this or no one would ever believe
me,” he says.
Storie opened both doors in his
house, and after some more yelling,
axe banging and ursine confusion, the
bear finally found its way out. Storie
says he slammed the doors shut and
just slumped to the ground, trying to
process what had just happened.
“I just kind of had a moment.
I’m not the kind of guy who is easily
shaken at all, I’ve never been scared
of anything my whole life,” he told
the Valley Voice. “But the thought of
my son could have woken up to have
a pee, and could have encountered a
bear – that just flashed into my head.
I got so mad.”
But with the family safe, Storie
was able to look around and figure out
what happened. The bear had come up
to the kitchen window, and pulled the
simple wood-framed glass pane out of

the wall and threw it outside.
“So the majority of the noise from
the broken glass would have been
outside the house,” speculates Storie.
“And then he climbed right in, across
our kitchen table.
“I figure he was in our house for at
least a half an hour before I woke up.”
After cleaning up the mess, Storie
decided to take some precautions.
“I’m from Prince George, so I
know how to make spike boards for
windowsills,” he says. “I nailed them
to the kitchen window and the window
he broke into the night before.”
It was a good thing he did. Because
the next night, the bear was back.
“He checked out windows and
pricked his paws on the spikeboard,
before he went for the baited trap the
COs had left earlier in the day,” says
Storie. “He was like, ‘nah, there’s
some really good stuff inside there,
and if that doesn’t work out I’ll save
it for my way out.’”
The bear was caught that night,
taken away and destroyed by the
COs. It had become too acclimated
to humans.
Storie says bears are common in
the area, but even more so lately as
forest fires south of the community
have driven the animals into new
territory looking for food.
“We’ve seen 15-20 different bears
in the area in the last month, including
a young grizzly,” he says. “It’s like
the wildfires drove them all north,
probably came up the valley way.”
And if you should find a bear in
your house in the middle of the night,
Storie has some advice drawn from
experience.
“Give them an exit point, as
many options as you can for exit, and
then get really loud, assertive and
abrasive,” he says. “I wanted him to
know he wasn’t welcome.”
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Teresa Steenhoff draws the winning ticket for the first prize in the Kohan Garden raffle. The prize a volunteer gardening crew for four hours goes to Halcyon Home in Nakusp. Other raffle winners
were Colleen Bowman and Diana Kelland.
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Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

GREAT SELECTION OF FINE ARTWORKS

Thank You
& Merci for a great
summer season
A logging truck lost its load on Hwy 6 and New Denver’s main street the afternoon of October 7, closing the road for a couple of hours. Corporal Tom Gill reported
that the truck and trailer were government-inspected on October 3, so it appears that some hidden fatigue on the trailer may have caused it to fail. He said the
Commercial Vehicle Safety and Enforcement would inspect the trailer. No injuries were sustained and no charges are being recommended against the driver.

Gallery Open ONLY by Appointment: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm 250-265-8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp
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Very small bear cub sighted in Rosebery and Summit Lake
by Jan McMurray
Sightings of a very small,
orphaned bear cub in Rosebery and
Summit Lake have raised concerns

about the ability of the bear to
successfully hibernate this winter.
Cora Skaien, WildSafeBC
coordinator for Nakusp and New

A very small bear cub has been sighted in Rosebery and Summit Lake.

Denver areas, has been in daily
communication with a Northern
Lights Wildlife Sanctuary volunteer
since October 8. She reports that the
Northern Lights volunteer is also
in contact with the Conservation
Officer Service and government
representatives.
Skaien is collecting photos of
the cub with time stamps to assist
in assessing whether the cub is large
enough to hibernate on its own, or

whether it should be relocated to the
wildlife sanctuary in Smithers.
Skaien says the Northern Lights
volunteer has provided some advice
to people who see cubs the size of a
small dog or large house cat. A call
should be made to the government
RAPP line (1-877-952-7277) after
each sighting. If possible, without
putting yourself in danger or getting
too close, get photos of the cub
and ask your neighbours to do the

same. The wildlife sanctuary needs
sightings of the cub on its own for 2448 hours before they can be sure it is
orphaned. Watch the cub’s behaviour
to see if it is feeding, walking/running
well, and clambering up trees easily.
Do not try to capture a cub – only
conservation officers can trap bears.
Anyone else risks a big fine and
the CO’s disapproval of the bear’s
rehabilitation because it has come in
too close contact with humans.

Construction of phase one of the Nakusp Natural Adventure Park began on October 13 and is expected to be completed by the end of November,
when the playground will be opened to the public. Phase one includes a large log climber, a border of rocks and logs, and a gateway that
will recognize the many project donors. The $180,000 cost of phase one is being covered by grants, corporate contributions, donations from
community members, and in-kind donations. The work is being done by Crescent Bay Construction, Arrow Lakes Ready Mix and Arrow Lakes
Aggregate, working with Kinsol Timber Systems from Mill Bay, Vancouver Island.

