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FALL & WINTER BULBS 
HERE MID-SEPTEMBER!

Many varieties of TULIPS, 
NARCISSUS, ANEMONE, 

CROCUS, AMARYLLIS  
and more.  

FULL SERVICE LUMBER YARD • HARDWARE • KITCHEN & BATH • HOUSEWARES • PET & LIVESTOCK SUPPLIES  & MORE 
SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
		Top quality products & tools for all your building projects, plumbing, electrical, insulation, drywall, painting, roofing, 

flooring, heating, PLUS doors & windows, kitchen & bath fixtures, closet organizers, storage solutions & more.
	Special ordering.  •  Weekly shipping.  •  Timely delivery to your job site or home. 

†

250-358-2293
8:00AM-5:00PM 

MON - SAT

PORTABLE GENERATORS ON SALE TO DEC 31ST     
• Compact, light-weight 2200 running watts: $799.99
• Electric start 8000 running watts: $1399.99 

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp was one of the many 

communities across BC to host a rally 
against vaccine passports on September 
1. About 300 people gathered at the park 
to listen to speakers and then march 
down the middle of the main street.

“The sole purpose of this rally is 
to come together in unity with others 
around the province today, to make our 
voices heard against the government’s 
recent announcement mandating the 
vaccine passport,” said emcee Denis 
Nogue.

Nogue said the cornerstone of 
human rights protection in Canada is 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, and allowing or ordering 
businesses to segregate people according 
to their vaccination status goes against 
the Charter. “The Charter protects basic 
rights and freedoms that are essential to 
keeping Canada a free and democratic 
society,” he said. “Canada is a country 
with a long track record of seeking to 
stamp out inequality and discrimination. 
Treating vaccinated and unvaccinated 
people differently is discriminatory.” 

“The government is offloading the 

Big turnout to Nakusp Freedom Rally against vaccine passports
responsibility to business owners to 
question their client’s medical status and 
this is totally inappropriate and probably 
illegal,” Nogue added.

Jadeon Rathgeber gave the First 
Nations land acknowledgement, and 
said his family has been affected by 
residential schools and other forms of 
oppression. He feels the same thing 
happening with the vaccine passport 
mandate. “Either stand up or lie down 
right now,” he said. “We must stand 
together and not have this come to 
fruition.”

Paula Rogers said that many people, 
whether vaccinated or unvaccinated, 
“are against forced vaccinations and are 
supporting people to make their own 
medical decisions. This is crucial for 
our society; we don’t want an apartheid 
state. If we want democracy, these threats 
against a specific group of people need to 
stop. We need to stand together in unity 
and solidarity for our freedom and peace, 
for all the people, all the time.”

Arlene Timmer, a new Nakusp 
resident, said she and her family followed 
the rules when the pandemic first began, 
but soon realized that things weren’t 

making sense. There were different rules 
in different places. Doctors, scientists 
and politicians speaking out against 
the “mainstream narrative” were being 
vilified and censored. There was a lack 
of media coverage about alternative 
treatments for the disease, and a lack of 
context for the statistics reported. “We 
would expect people dead in the streets 
from the mainstream media reports,” 
she said. “People are getting censored 
information.”

A retired pharmacist spoke about a 
medication called ivermectin, which she 
said has been found to be effective in 
treating COVID-19 but is not being used 
as a treatment in Canada. “In India and 
Mexico, they are giving it to thousands 
of people for COVID. Why is our 
government not allowing it?” she asked.

Pastor Steve Gascon was the final 
speaker. “I am not here to advocate 
against getting the vaccine,” he said. 
“Go get it if you want it. I myself got 
it. Make your own informed choice. 
I am here because it’s my belief that 
the implementation of passports in our 
province and country is a step down a 
dangerous path, and when it’s walked 

down, it will not be retreated from.”
Gascon declared that he will not 

participate in the passport system, 

even though he is vaccinated against 
COVID-19. “We must stand with what 

continued on page 2

This photo from the September 1 Nakusp Freedom Rally went viral on social media. Almost 
300 people attended the protest against vaccine passports in Nakusp.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

30 years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Big turnout to Nakusp Freedom 
Rally against vaccine passports
is right, and it is not right to bully or 
coerce anyone for their choice of what 
they put in their body. So let us not be 
manipulated by the media or government 
to turn against one another. Let us work 
towards peace, and not division. Let us 
not give in to fearmongering and hate 
coming from any camp. This is a time to 
come together, not to be pushed apart.”

Aeon Crux closed the speaking 
portion of the event with a song called 
‘Change.’ He wrote the song about life, 
not COVID, he said. “It boils down to 
our perspective and what we choose to 
do with it.”

Nakusp Freedom Rally organizer 
Shaun Patterson says they are planning 
another rally for September 18 at 1 pm in 
the park, to join the rallies that are being 
held around the world on that day.

continued from page 1

by Jan McMurray
Federal election day is September 

20, and virtual all-candidates 
meetings are taking place to help 
voters decide who to vote for.
South Okanagan-West 
Kootenay

Federal election all-candidates meetings
Slocan Valley and Arrow Lakes 

voters can watch a climate debate 
hosted by Fridays for Future West 
Kootenay and the Climate Citizens 
Lobby. The debate can be viewed 
on the Fridays for Future West 
Kootenays website or Facebook 

LOCAL SUMMER 
RECORD 40ºC

The IPCC’s recent report on climate 
change shows that atmospheric CO2 
concentrations in 2019 were the highest 
in at least 2 million years. No one will be 
spared rampaging fires, floods, storms 
and droughts. Some changes are here to 
stay—sea levels will “remain elevated for 
thousands of years”—while some could 
ease with immediate action. See ipcc.ch

page. The debate took place 
September 7, but was recorded.

The Penticton Herald hosted a 
forum on September 8. Voters can 
watch the recording at Penticton.ca.

The Penticton and Wine Country 
Chamber of Commerce will hold a 

forum on September 10 from 5 to 
6:30 pm on Zoom and Facebook 
live. Check Penticton.org or 
facebook.com/chamberpenticton/ 
for information.

Check ecosociety.ca for the 
candidates’ answers to a West 
Kootenay Ecosociety survey.
Kootenay-Columbia

Kaslo and Area D voters can 
watch a climate debate hosted by 
Fridays for Future West Kootenay 
and the Climate Citizens Lobby. The 
debate took place September 8, but 
was recorded and is posted on the 
Fridays for Future West Kootenays 
website and Facebook page.

On September 9, the Cranbook 
Chamber of Commerce in partnership 
with JCI Kootenay host a forum 
online. Check the JCI Kootenay 
Facebook page for more information, 
at facebook.com/JCIKootenay/.

On September 10 at 5 pm, 
Black Press Media’s newspapers 
in the riding host a Kootenay-
Columbia online candidates forum 
on Facebook. An internet search 
for ‘Kootenay-Columbia online 
candidates forum’ will take you 
there.

On September 15 from 7 to 8:30 
pm, the Nelson and District Chamber 
of Commerce partners with Nelson at 
its Best to co-host an all-candidates 
forum via Zoom from 7 to 8:30 pm. 
Visit discovernelson.com or the 
Discover Nelson Facebook page for 
information and to register.

Check ecosociety.ca for the 
candidates’ answers to a West 
Kootenay Ecosociety survey.

North Okanagan-
Shuswap

Edgewood area voters can 
watch a climatefForum online on 
September 10 from 7 to 8:30 pm. 
Find the link at shuswapclimate.org.

The Salmon Arm Chamber is 
holding an All Candidates Forum 
on September 13 from 7 to 8:30 pm. 
Go to sachamber.bc.ca for the link.

How to vote
To vote by mail, apply online 

at elections.ca before 6 pm on 
Tuesday, September 14. Once you 
have applied to vote by mail, it’s the 
only way you can vote.

Advance polls will be open 
Friday, September 10, Saturday, 
September 11, Sunday, September 
12 and Monday, September 13 from 
9 am to 9 pm.

You can also vote at any Elections 
Canada office up to September 14 at 
6 pm. Offices are open seven days a 
week. There’s one in Nelson at 310 
Ward Street (1-866-545-0621), one 
in Trail at 1050 Eldorado Street, first 
floor (1-866-434-1535), and one in 
Vernon at 3202 31 Street (1-866-
546-7604).

Your voter information card will 
be mailed to you by September 10, 
and will tell you where you can vote. 
Polling stations will be open from 7 
am to 7 pm on September 20. Don’t 
forget your ID. Wear a mask and 
practice physical distancing. Proof 
of vaccination will not be required 
to vote.

For more information: www.
elections.ca or 1-800-463-6868.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN – 
Now open from 11:30 am Wednesday to Sunday, CLOSED 
Monday & Tuesday. Ask about our Happy Hour Specials.  

www.kaslohotel.com 250-353-7714

Response to 
Dom Tassel

Thank you, Mr. Tassel for your 
remarks in the last issue. It’s been years 
now since Trudeau the elder told us that 
“yes, you can do it in the road” – but 
only if you are consenting adults and 
if you are doing it on your own private 
road. Thanks, Dom. I haven’t seen such 
gifted writing in this paper since Rob 
Riley passed on.

T. Bulba
Slocan - Winlaw 

Hey anti-
vaxxers

How would you react if I come 
by your house and demanded the right 
to enter and smoke my cigarettes? 
Don’t worry, I have obeyed smoking 
restrictions since they were introduced. 
I understand that people fear secondhand 
smoke and I respect their right to have 
non-smoking policies. The smoking ban 
has saved me tons of cash. I don’t go to 
restaurants or bars, I haven’t flown since 
the laws were introduced and I’ve been 
environmentally helpful by not using my 
car to visit non-smoking dwellings. You 
demand the right to invade the space of 

Conservatives 
want to keep 
pumping oil

Erin O’Toole is threatening to 
reopen the debate on the Northern 
Gateway pipeline to please his buddy 
Jason Kenney and hold his right-wing 
Alberta vote. He and Jason are intent on 
convincing Canadians that we should 
keep pumping out OUR oil because OUR 
oil is cleaner and more environmentally 
friendly than oil that comes from other 
parts of the world. It’s like, we all agree 
that too many people in the world fart, 
but Canadians should still be permitted 
to continue farting because our farts 
don’t smell as bad as other peoples’ farts. 
Puhleeze.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

those who are doing their best to lower 
the risk of spreading the virus to others. 
If you don’t want to take the vaccine for 
whatever private perceptions you may 
have, please take a second and think 
about the health of others. Would you 
guys have balked at the rules put forth 
in London during the blitz? Would you 
have protested the blackout? Was that a 
violation of human rights denying your 
freedoms?

Tom Coombs
Kaslo

Political 
surprise

Like so many Canadians, my faith 
in our political elites was at an all-time 
low. Recently, I had a problem with 
Immigration Canada in regards to my 
wife’s permanent residence status. I was 
on the endless merry-go-round of being 
shuffled back and forth between the 
bureaucracies involved. With nowhere to 
turn, I contacted my local federal MP’s 
office in Cranbrook. The parliamentary 
assistant I spoke to put me in touch 
with her counterpart in Ottawa. At this 
point, the world changed. Suddenly, 
Immigration Canada was listening. The 
MP’s assistant in Ottawa was getting 
the results that me, as a lowly Canadian, 
could only dream of. In a matter of two 
months, my problems were resolved and 
my immigration problems were over.

Finding an MP or an MLA that 
actually goes to bat for their constituents 
is a rare thing today. Bob Morrison has 
selected his staff well. They actually 
care about the people they represent. My 
family is so grateful for all you have done 
for us, Ms. Cotes. We thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts.

Royston Forsyth
Ainsworth Hot Springs

Encouraging 
the movement 
towards Unity

Favourite quotes from the Nakusp 
Freedom Rally on September 1, 2021:

“Love your Community, Stand in 

Unity!”
“United we Stand, Divided we Fall!”
“We are Better Together! Stand 

Together!”
It was NOT a vaccine protest... it 

was an invitation for ALL members of 
our community to protest the mandatory 
vaccine passports. Vaxed and unvaxed 
were there. Health care workers were 
there. Business owners were there. Out of 
a small community of about 1500-2000 
people - there were almost 300 people 
standing together for love, unity, and 
freedom of choice!

The bullying, hate speech, shaming 
and coercion is getting louder and more 
intense... but our cry for solidarity and 
freedom is also getting louder and more 
intense.

I now know who my peeps are and 
there are a growing number of us who 
will continue to speak our truth and stand 
up for what’s right.

It takes a lot of courage to stand up 
against blatant hatred. So not only do I 
know who my peeps are – but I know that 
I have the strongest, most heart-centred, 
peaceful warrior-type allies in the world!

Kudos to you, friends; old, new, 
and ones I have yet to meet. You know 
who you are.

Amanda Konkin
Nakusp

Soul
This is my current definition of the 

word ‘soul’. I hope when non-spiritually 
violent rights get heard that a legal 
definition of this word evolves. Thus 
far, this is what I have learned from 
experience.

The soul for me is defined as us – 
who we are. It encompasses who we are 
on a personality level, which includes our 
mind and heart. But also, it includes our 
invisible connection to our physical body 
and on a molecular level to water and 
light. How we are connected and who we 
are is defined by what is in our hearts and 
minds. This provides the basis for our 
connection to our own soul. Some may 
have an unnatural connection to another 
soul by means of force, domination and 
control, which would mean their hearts 
and minds are violent spiritually and this 
is their soul, which means this is their 
connection to their physical body and 
on a molecular level, their connection to 
water and light. Some may be naturally 
connected through the ‘innocence of 
their heart,’ which means their heart and 
mind remained pure of intent, thought 
and action spiritually. If this is you, 
then this is what is in your heart, mind 
and soul and for this person this reflects 
their connection to water and light on a 

molecular level.
Tamara Balla

Kaslo

COVID 
mandates

The current and coming COVID 
mandates are intended to keep us safe 
and our communities liveable. The 
human tragedy we are living deserves 
our concern and compassion, not 
condemnation and confusion. The 
protest in Nelson on September 1 was 
a disappointing display of polarized 
dysfunction like we see in the United 
States. It makes me sad.

I believe wholeheartedly in 
Canadians’ right to assemble and 
protest peacefully. But I truly wonder: 
How do those protesting vaccine 
mandates really feel about the families 
of folks who became critically ill and 
died? How do they feel about those 
in the ICU with a tube in their lungs, 
suffering a slow, torturous death as 
we speak? The seeming indifference 
is sobering.

Are we not smarter as a collective 
than getting sucked into ‘big brother’ 
bullshit scenarios and warped civil 
rights arguments? Personal entitlement 
has its place. Unfortunately, such 
entitlements need to take a back seat 
to collective rights on this issue. The 
local folks I speak with are absolutely 
exhausted with the subtle paranoia and 
weirdness being displayed around a 
public health order.

Attending a rock concert, a movie 
theatre or a sporting event is not a 
human right. Obtaining a loaf of 
bread or a sandwich might be, which 
is why accommodations are in place 
to provide safe access to the essentials 
of life.

Kenneth Philps
Appledale
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Caribou and 
snowmobiles: things 
that don’t go together

Things that don’t go together: 
snowmobiles and mountain caribou. What 
planet are people living on where they think 
it’s acceptable to harass a nearly extinct 
species, mountain caribou, with loud, fast, 
powerful machines blasting around in their 
winter range?

Are we humans so venal that we would 
knowingly drive a species to extinction 
before our very eyes for a few high-alpine 
kicks? I’m just shocked that anyone would 
consider such a thing.

What will we say to our children 
and grandchildren when they inherit a 
planetary life-support system that is caving 
in around them, with a catastrophic and 
escalating climate crisis, choking smoke, 
the sun blotted out by devastating wildfires 
that are now, we are told, going to be the 
norm every summer? On top of these 
existential threats, we humans have created 
a biodiversity collapse.

To harass poor gentle creatures such 
as mountain caribou by invading their 
last fragments of habitat – polluting and 
unnecessarily burning hydrocarbons in the 
bargain – this madness has to stop.

A ray of hope did appear in the August 
12 edition of The Valley Voice: the article 
about the deactivation of the road to 
Silvercup Ridge above Trout Lake. One 
area that will return to quiet and sanity for 
the denizens of the steep. Thank you to 
FLNRORD for closing this road access. 
It’s about time.

Lorna Visser
Hills

Wireless safety 
guidelines

On August 13, a landmark appeal 
court case ruled against the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), 
stating that the FCC ignored evidence of 
health hazards from wireless technology 
for 25 years. Where this will go from 
here, I have no idea, but what should we 
make of it? 

I am led to think of the safety 
guidelines for wireless in countries like 
Russia and China being many times more 
stringent than ours. I’m also reminded of 
my parents informing me that under the 
Nazi regime, the health of the population 
– those who were deemed worthy to live – 
was given high priority. Isn’t it tragic that 
in a free country, the health of people and 
the environment takes a secondary place 
to profit?

Dictatorships, if they have any sense, 
know that their future relies on the health 
of their country and their people. They 
need healthy soldiers and scientists and 
an effective labour force to secure the 
future of their country. Perhaps this is why 
pregnant women in China wear aprons 
designed to shield the fetus from radiation. 
You don’t find that here because that might 
make people think that wireless devices 
are harmful. It might negatively affect 
the market.

And where will we go now with this 
‘historic win’? Will parents and teachers 
and school superintendents be informed 

of the risks to the health of children? Or 
do we wait for another 25 years? Or is 
this just another example of what we call 
‘misinformation’?

Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

No perfect 
candidates

“The greatest failing of the human 
species is our inability to understand the 
exponential function.” Prof. Alberta A. 
Bartlett.

This will be humanity’s epitaph, in 
my view.

We are engaged in a Lieberal need for 
ultimate control and I have been wondering 
what the ‘perfect’ candidate would look 
like – one who could rise to this occasion 
in what I believe to be our last election.

There are forces at work far beyond 
our human control. The ice caps are melting 
at unprecedented levels (beware/aware the 
BOE). CO2 levels as well as sea levels 
continue to rise uncontrollably. More and 
more weather disasters. And our economies 
are on the verge of collapse. And all of this 
happening faster than previously expected.

My ‘perfect’ candidate would be 
unafraid to confront the obvious 
contradictions of governance; unafraid to 
confront the corporatocracy. My ‘perfect’ 
candidate understands the connections 
between our deteriorating environment 
and corporate profiteering/consumerism, 
the misuse and unequal distribution 
of resources. My ‘perfect’ candidate 
understands the difference between value 
and cost as associated with environmental 
degradation.

In this, our final election, there are no 
‘perfect’ candidates. So, once again, we are 
asked to elect candidates ill prepared for 
what is about to occur on the world stage.

Once again, I might be forced to vote 
for ‘none of the above’ as we are in dire 
need of people who understand our grave 
predicament but are nowhere to be found.

I hope I am wrong but fear that I am 
more than correct. Localize and be well.

Leon Pendleton
Edgewood

The last
We as human beings are going to see 

the last of many things on this planet we 
call Earth. I, for one, am going to appreciate 
them while they are still around. In the 
great age of their time, they are the last. I 
will stand as a witness to the great loss of 
all our relations that are fading away from 
the Earth. This is my oath to the honour of 
all my relations, for they have earned it.

The world of humans is torn by 
conflicting beliefs, by caste and class 
distinctions, by separative views of 
nationalities, by every form of stupidity 
and cruelty. This is the world we humans 
are being ‘educated’ to fit into. You are 
encouraged to fit into the framework of this 
disastrous society; your parents want you to 
do that, and you also want to fit in. Now, is 
it the function of education merely to help 
you to conform to the pattern of this rotten 
social order, or is it to give you freedom to 
be – complete freedom to be able to grow 
and create different kinds of patterns? We 
want to have this freedom to be – not in the 
future, but now – freedom to be who we 
are so that we humans are able to face the 

To Premier John 
Horgan and Ministers 
Katrine Conroy, Mike 
Farnworth and Brittny 
Anderson

I’m writing to express my objections 
to the well-documented police brutality 
towards the land defenders at Fairy Creek. 
Why aren’t you speaking out against this?

These courageous people trying to 
hold you to your word are being beaten, 
pepper sprayed, and violated by the RCMP.

This situation was caused by your 
government’s failure to keep your election 
promise to protect old-growth trees.

You promised to implement the 
recommendations from your own Old 
Growth Panel “in totality.” If you had kept 
that promise, we would now be protecting 
at-risk old-growth forests like those at Fairy 
Creek and across the province. And there 
would be no police violence towards land 
defenders who have exhausted all other 
avenues for protecting these ancient trees.

Youth of your own party want the BC 
NDP to be on the right side of history and 
to act boldly to address climate change. 
Why aren’t you listening to them? Their 
future is in your hands, and you are failing 
them miserably.

It’s time for you to commit to funding 
and implementing the commitments you 
made to protect the big old trees in BC. 
People lost their homes to wildfires this 
summer, and we need what these trees 
provide: carbon sequestration, habitat, and 
climate stabilization to name only a few. 
Preserving them is an essential step towards 
building relationships with Indigenous 
people. These trees are treasures; ultimately, 
their destruction is our destruction.

We are in an existential crisis and must 
move beyond business as usual. Please 
keep your promise and protect old growth 
trees in BC.

I look forward to your replies.
Regards,

Diana van Eyk
Winlaw

Hockey stick
As predicted, we are now in the 

exponential part of the climate change 
curve. Where the capacity of the earth to 
absorb CO2 has been exceeded. Every 
additional ton of CO2 emitted will serve 
to make matters worse. You might think 
of 2021 as the coolest year you will ever 
experience.

Hurricanes, torrential rains, drought, 
heat domes, fire so intense it snuffs out 
whole towns and fills the sky with smoke 
(and more CO2) are the order of the day; 
this would be a good time to reflect that 
the only entities that can mandate stopping 
this are the governments of the world. It is 

useless to rail at the oil and gas industry, 
or the large banks that fund them. For 
years, it’s been grandiose plans on the part 
of governments here in Canada to export 
LNG and bitumen to Asia (or somewhere).

As far as LNG goes, the main 
exporters are Australia, Qatar and the US. 
BC can’t possibly compete with the going 
rate ranging from $6.35 in South Korea 
to $2.41 in Louisiana. BC’s breakeven 
cost is thought to be $8.35. This industry, 
including fracking, exists only because of 
subsidies. That’s a huge transfer of cash 
from our pockets to the shareholders of oil, 
gas, and banking.

Same deal with the TMX pipeline. It 
is being built only to encourage expansion 
of the tarsands. There is enough pipeline 
capacity for current production. Fracking 
gas and mining bitumen are the two dirtiest, 
most polluting industries on the planet, and 
the planet has run out of slack to cut for 
them. The combined costs of the TMX and 
Coastal Gaslink pipelines have exceeded 
$23 billion over the past three years. That 
has to be a bad investment, for us, anyway.

At a point when we have entered 
a worsening crisis, the BC and federal 
governments are paying lots of money to 
subsidize the expansion of the oil and gas 
industry. Profits for the industry are way 
up; government revenue from royalties 
and taxes have never been lower. Profits 
for the rich are way up. Poor people take 
the bullet. Just sayin’.

Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

Get vaccinated
There is a fine and helpful letter 

making the rounds on social media. It is 
worth reading. It goes something like this:

You are unvaccinated, and I can 
respect that, especially if you have had 
little choice about it. I am vaccinated and 
you should respect that in turn. I’m not 
vaccinated to please the politicians or 
“globalists” or pharmaceutical companies. 
I am vaccinated: (1) so I won’t occupy a 
hospital bed when others need one quickly, 
(2) so I won’t die of COVID-19, (3) to help 
relieve already overburdened healthcare 
workers, and (4) to better protect my family, 
friends and community.

True, I do not know what is in this 
vaccine, or any other vaccine I have ever 
had, vaccines that I ‘had’ to have, to go 
to school, to summer camp, and to travel 
around this world of ours. But I also do not 
know what is in a sausage roll, in coca-cola, 
in processed cheese or margarine. I don’t 
know what is in the ink for tattoos, or in 
Botox for that matter. And I don’t know 
what is in other medicines, be they for 
cancer, malaria, arthritis, or depression. I 
don’t even know what’s inside ibuprofen 
for heaven’s sake.

What I do know is that these things 
don’t hurt, they take away my pain, and 
they have stopped my parents from dying! 
Moreover, I know that life is short, and that 
sometimes it can be very short.

We are fighting something we cannot 
control, but science is giving us a weapon. 
Is it perfect? No. But then neither are most 
things. Even vaccinated people can become 
temporarily infected and shed virus into the 
air before their antibodies notice, and hit 
their stride, and shut the virus down. So 
please, reconsider: Get vaccinated. And 

world as it is, and become an integral part 
of it, not just conform to it. 

“So the function of education, surely, is 
to eradicate inwardly as well as outwardly, 
this fear that destroys human thought, 
human relationships and love. There is 
more to this life, and it is beautiful. Think 
on these things. “ J. Krishnamurti

Tija Jansons
Argenta

even then, indoors in public, or outdoors in 
a crowd, do wear a mask. Let’s not shorten 
the lives of those who have no access at all 
to vaccine. And let’s not let further COVID 
variants overtake the Delta that is already 
a plague.

Barney Gilmore
Kaslo

Old growth
Three major points stand out for me 

with the Old Growth Strategic Review 
commissioned by our government a year 
ago. 1. Instead of trying to preserve an 
ecosystem and work our industries around 
it, we work ecology around preserving 
industry. 2. We have not adapted our policies 
over the last 30 years and we are failing to 
monitor them. 3. The public perception 
is misinformed or uneducated about 
forest industry, a result of disconnecting 
community from forest industry.

Two days before calling an election, 
our dear government announced that 
$2.3 billion will be allocated for nature 
recovery across Canada. $340 million will 
go towards guardian initiatives establishing 
Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas. 
Sounds like a job planting a tree to replace 
a 300-year-old one. At the same time, our 
youth at Fairy Creek are being harmed, 
intimidated, their possessions destroyed 
and close to 800 arrested for trying to save 
old-growth trees in the very last intact 
watershed left on Vancouver Island.

As the fires rage and destroy our 
homes, our land, we are being hounded by 
scientists studying climate change, teaching 
us all about it. The government studied our 
local caribou into extinction, placing the 
few wild survivors into costly pens with 
showers because they are overheating 
and dying as we log their migratory route. 
Business should never rule life. Money 
cannot rule everything. It’s like paying off 
Indigenous people according to the degree 
and amount of molesting that occurred in 
residential schools. Money does not heal 
wounds. Money cannot heal the planet but 
change can, like sustainable logging instead 
of clearcuts drying up the earth.

Our old growth, like our traditional 
cultures, remind us of our connection to 
mother earth and the web of life instead of 
the arrogance of managing nature. People 
have stood against fracking, pipelines, 
dams and now they are logging in all our 
watersheds and it’s definitely the last stand 
for old growth. We need to remedy policies 
dictated by a government ruled by business.

We have a roadblock at Bigmouth 
Creek, north of Revelstoke and we need 
on-site support to bring attention to such a 
noble cause. We are not confrontational but 
have been working with a logging company 
and have succeeded in saving three areas of 
old growth. We are there because we care 
for nature and our children suffering from 
anxiety, depression and yes, even suicide 
because they feel there is no future for them. 
We are there to give them hope.

Fairy Creek, Bigmouth Creek and 
others are a symbol for our nation’s 
struggling youth through this oppressive 
time. Let us not extinguish their dream 
for a healthy planet and let us not become 
consumed by our fears and what ails us and 
makes us sick.

Eloise Charet, Bear Clan
New Denver



The Valley Voice   September 9, 2021   6 COMMUNITY

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

WATER RESTRICTIONS & 
CAMPFIRE BAN LIFTED 

Water restrictions have been lifted and residents may resume 
watering. The campfire ban has been lifted as well and are 
now allowed in the Village of New Denver. We wish to thank 
everyone for their cooperation.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
Casual Janitorial position: Wage $17.00/hour 

If interested, please submit a resume and cover letter to:
Village of New Denver, Attention: Lisa Scott, CAO

Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE EVENT

Saturday, September 25 at the Silverton Public Works Yard -
421 Lake Street, 11:00 am - 2:00 pm

For more information, please visit https://www.rdck.ca.

OPEN HOUSE
There will be an unveiling of the newly renovated Knox Hall/
Reading Centre on September 24, 2021, from 10:00 AM to 
2:00 PM. This will also be a good time to meet and greet our 
new CAO, Lisa Scott. We will be following the PHO order on 
gathering and events. Masks are required.

BEARS & ATTRACTANTS
According to WildSafeBC, garbage is the most reported 
attractant involved in human-bear conflicts. A reminder for 
residents to keep garbage secure until morning of collection, 
manage your fruit trees by picking fruit as it ripens or use an 
electric fence to protect fruit trees, feed pets indoors, and bring 
bird feeders inside from April to November. If you have questions 
about how to best manage your attractants, please reach out 
to the WildSafeBC Community Coordinator, Cora Skaien, at 
newdenver@wildsafebc.com or at 778-987-3652. 
If you require assistance with picking excess fruit from your 
backyard trees, please contact Audray Wright at Harvest Share: 
250-814-9025 or email NDHarvestShare@gmail.com.

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

What should Kaslo look like 
in five years? What should Kaslo 
be like in the year 2040? This fall, 
residents of Kaslo will be able to 
weigh in on just such topics in a 
series of live and online meetings.

The Village of Kaslo is updating 
its Official Community Plan, the 
document that provides a blueprint 
for growth and development over 
the next two decades. On paper – if 
you’ll excuse the pun – the plan 
is a technical guide to land-use 
planning. But to get to that point, 
the Village will go through a wide-
ranging community consultation 
about residents’ goals for the future, 
what values they think make Kaslo 
special – and how to protect them.

“It’s a high-level document and 
it deals primarily with land use and 
how the community will develop 
over the next 5-10-20 years,” said 
Village CAO Ian Dunlop. “But to do 
that it has to take in other parameters, 
such as the idea of social well-being, 
because that kind of shapes the 
development we want to see in the 

Kaslo begins Official Community Plan review
community over the next number 
of years. So there’s all these other 
themes that influence what goes into 
the plan.”

It’s the first time it’s been updated 
in 10 years – twice as long as is the 
usual practice – and a lot has changed 
in that time, says Kaslo Mayor Suzan 
Hewat.

“I feel that all sections should 
be given a thorough review so they 
are current and responsive to today’s 
reality,” she says. “Some sections 
will naturally need more work than 
others due to the changing realities 
in our world, such as climate change 
and economic and technological 
advances.”

The committee overseeing 
the overhaul of the OCP began 
meeting this summer to plan how to 
proceed for the 10-month process. 
On August 30, they met to try to firm 
up plans for public consultation and 
communication.
‘Soft opening’

The first chance for public 
consultation has already taken place 
– a display booth at Kaslo’s 128th 
birthday party on August 13. The 

committee thought a ‘soft opening’ 
to the process would give the public a 
chance to weigh in on most aspects of 
the plan, and to see if the committee’s 
first shot at goals and values jives 
with public sentiment.

Just 22 people approached the 
booth for information, and half those 
gave written input. But OCP Project 
Coordinator Brian Montgomery 
said they did hear a variety of topics 
important to the public – including 
‘keeping the small-town feel,’ ‘no 
more Air BnBs’ and (somewhat 
contradictorily) ‘encourage tourism.’ 
Then there were more specific ideas 
like ‘painted crosswalks’. 

To try to determine local values, 
citizens were also asked what 
they love about Kaslo. Among the 
responses indicated were the small-
town accessibility, the lake and 
mountains setting, and the sense of 
community.

And while the committee 
had identified three broad topics 
for the OCP to review in depth – 
‘Environment and Sustainability’, 
‘Housing and Future Growth’, and 
‘Social Well-being and Health’ – 
only the first two of those were 
priorities for the public that weighed 
in at the booth. ‘Land Use Planning’ 
and ‘Infrastructure’ got more votes 
for discussion over the coming 
months.

The committee will use the 
feedback to continue to develop their 
consultation plans.
COVID-dependent

But just when community 
workshops will take place remains 
in limbo. New COVID restrictions 
announced last month complicate the 
consultation process. Meetings were 

supposed to start in late September. 
Now, the earliest would likely be late 
October to November. 

The when, where, and format 
of the meetings is still being settled. 
To maximize the ways of getting 
input, staff will also look at setting 
up a system for people to file their 
thoughts to the committee via paper 
mail, email or some other online 
means.

In the meantime, staff are 
developing a newsletter that could 
be distributed to homes in the village. 
It will explain what an OCP is, why 
it’s important, and some of the 
details that will be discussed over 
the coming months. However, the 
final draft was still being completed, 
and should be ready in time for the 
next meeting.

The committee also approved 
staff applying for a grant to reach 
out to Aboriginal governments 
about the Village OCP. Any major 
planning or development process 
by a municipality these days has to 
consult with local First Nations who 
might be affected. CAO Dunlop 
told the committee a $5,000 grant 
could be applied for to help support 
the process.

While agreeing to go for the 
funding, just who the committee 
would consult with came up for some 
debate. Some argued that up to seven 
other First Nations governments 
have some interest in the Kaslo 
area. But the committee heard from 
cultural anthropologist Dr. Craig 
Candler, who indicated the primary 
government Kaslo should consult 
with is the Ktunaxa Nation Council 
and its Yakan Nukiy band (the Lower 
Kootenay Band in Creston), as they 

have the closest historic and modern 
connections to the area.

“Might also be useful to note that 
Yakan Nukiy is also the community 
that now owns the Ainsworth Hot 
Springs. It’s also the community that 
those sturgeon-nosed canoes that 
visited Kaslo used to come from…,” 
he wrote. “If you want help getting 
something reviewed by Yakan Nukiy 
or KNC, let me know, am happy to 
help. Main thing is Kaslo needs to 
start recognizing where Kaslo is.”
Heritage values

The Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society also weighed in early on 
the discussion, offering its view that 
heritage values should be front-and-
centre in the OCP planning.

“We feel that it is important to 
continue to preserve the authentic 
historic character of the village,” 
a letter to the committee said. “It 
provides an authentic backdrop and 
draws visitors to the area which is an 
economic benefit to the community.”

Among the issues they want to 
see discussed are improvements to 
the Design Review Committee and 
the design guidelines it follows. 

Mayor Hewat said she hopes 
more individual citizens and 
community groups will take the time 
to give their input into the process.

“I feel that the document should 
represent all demographics and 
reflect the realities of today while 
hopefully being forward-thinking,” 
Hewat told the Valley Voice. “Ideally, 
we will be able to conduct some 
in-person meetings where thoughts 
and ideas can be articulated and 
respectful exchanges can occur.”

The committee will meet again 
on September 27.

by Jan McMurray
People who get their drinking 

water from Trozzo or Winlaw 
Creeks, or from wells right beside 
the creeks, are being advised to boil 
their water until further notice.

The water in both creeks was 
running brown last month after a 
big rainfall in this area that was 
heavily impacted by the Trozzo 
wildfire this summer. Water test 
results showed relatively high levels 
of fecal coliforms and E. coli, which 
indicates the presence of bacteria that 
cause human infection.

“It is recommended to boil water 
until the issue is resolved, especially 
during and after rain events, but even 
now as the water runs clear,” a post 
on the Streamkeepers website says. 
All updates will be posted on the 
Slocan River Streamkeepers website 
and Facebook page.

Jennifer  Yeow, owner of 
Passmore Laboratory and volunteer 
with the Streamkeepers, said murky, 
turbid water is not unexpected after 
a wildfire, followed by a big rain.

“The rain came right after the 

Water quality affected by heavy rainfall in Trozzo wildfire area
Trozzo fire – or maybe this was the 
rain that put it out – but high turbidity 
was not unexpected,” said Yeow. 
“When the surface vegetation on the 
ground is burned, a lot more soil is 
going to be released in a rain than if 
there is vegetation there.”

The Streamkeepers have been 
hired by SIFCo to lead a water 
monitoring program on the Slocan 
Valley’s community forest land 
base – particularly to analyze water 
quality, quantity and timing of flow 
before and after SIFCo’s activities on 
the land base. As part of the program, 
samples from both Trozzo and 
Winlaw Creeks are taken regularly 
and tested at Passmore Labratory.

So when Trozzo and Winlaw 
started running brown, it was easy for 
the Streamkeepers and Passmore Lab 
to jump into action. A sample was 
taken from each creek on August 23 
and August 28. 

“The first sample they brought us 
after the deluge looked like chocolate 
milk and it was not easy to test,” 
Yeow recalls. “The first set of tests 
were bad – the counts were high and 
it was hard to count because it was 
so turbid. The second set of tests 
a week later was a lot better – the 
counts were much lower. There was 
still E. coli and fecal coliforms in 
the second set, but the numbers were 
way down.” Yeow explained that E. 

coli and fecal coliform are naturally 
occurring in mountain streams 
because there are warm-blooded 
animals like bear, mice and deer in all 
the watersheds. However, the official 
Canadian Guidelines for Drinking 
Water state that no coliforms, fecal 
coli or E.coli should be present.

There is a concern that the 
numbers will climb again with 
another rain, because the banks and 
sides of the creeks are now lined with 
sediment from the first event.

So, the Streamkeepers and 
Passmore Lab are recommending 
boiling the water until further 
notice. Watch for updates on the 
Streamkeepers website and Facebook 
page. SIFCo has contacted all the 
Trozzo and Winlaw water users (or 
representatives of the groups) within 
their operating area.

There are about 20 homes using 
water directly from Trozzo Creek 
and from wells right beside it, and 
likely more for Winlaw, Yeow says. 
“If any of these people want their 
water tested, Passmore Lab will do 
it at a reduced cost.”

Yeow explained that samples in 
the Streamkeepers/SIFCo program 
are always taken from the same 
place on each creek so the data can 
be compared with previous years. 
Samples are collected at the highest 
point of diversion, if possible.

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 
for details
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are man-
datory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually. 
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 11:30 am  Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every 
week from 3 pm. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for check-in and reser-
vations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.com; 
Facebookkaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-252, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com 
(please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are 
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for 
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:30 pm, and Sunday, 11 am – 3 pm. We have 
a fine selection of cool Summer ‘21 eco-fashions, our bookshelves and card racks are 
brimming, and as always we carry unique creations by artisans from BC to Japan. Thanks 
for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! 250-358-2178; RavensNestBC@gmail.
com; RavensNestBC.com; and on Facebook.”

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service
Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and 
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie 
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’) 

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Summer hours Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30
Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784 

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers. 
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-
226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via 
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

COMMUNITY

submitted
On August 30, Alterra Mountain 

Company announced i t  has 
purchased Purcell Heli-Skiing in 
British Columbia. CMH Heli-Skiing 
& Summer Adventures, which 
is owned by Alterra Mountain 
Company, will fold Purcell Heli-
Skiing’s business and ski tenure into 
its existing operations.   

Owned and operated by Swiss 
mountain guide Rudi Gertsch and 
his family since 1974, Purcell 
Heli-Skiing operates single-day, 
two-day and three-day heli-ski 
trips out of Golden in the Purcell 
and Selkirk mountain ranges. It 
is the closest major heli-skiing 
operation to Calgary and is just two 
hours west of Banff.

With the acquisition, the newly 

CMH Heli-Skiing & Summer Adventures adds Purcell Heli-Skiing to operations, creating CMH Purcell 
minted CMH Purcell becomes 
CMH’s 12th heli-ski destination 
and will add 495,000 acres of 
backcountry tenure to more than 
three million acres of existing terrain. 
The addition includes more than 250 
ski runs in the Caribou, McMurdo, 
Duncan, Canyon, Spillimacheen, 
International Basin and Baird 
drainages. 

The sale represents a full-circle 
moment that brings together the 
stories of three of the founders of 
the sport of heli-skiing. Gertsch 
previously guided for CMH in 
the 1960s. He is responsible 
for helping to teach CMH founders 
and pioneers of heli-skiing, Hans 
Gmoser and Leo Grillmair, how 
to guide downhill skiing, as the 
duo was originally most familiar 

with guiding mountaineers.   
In 1974, Gertsch left CMH 

and struck out on his own to create 
Purcell Heli-Skiing. Since then, he 
has helped shape the heli-skiing 
industry. Gertsch is a founding 
member of Heli-Cat Canada and is 
responsible for establishing many of 
the industry’s standards for safety, 
client care, operating methods and 
environmental stewardship. Notably, 
he has been integral to developing 
the concept of heli-skiing tenures in 
BC and advocating for their long-
term use and stewardship.    

“Everything has come full 
circle,” said Gertsch. “I have a 
profound feeling of professional 
satisfaction at this point in my 
life, knowing that the story of our 
business reaches back to those 

common origins, and will now 
stretch forward into the future. 
Purcell is in the best possible hands 
with CMH Heli-Skiing.”  

“When it was time to consider 
selling, we knew as a family 
that CMH Heli-Skiing was the 
only choice to be Purcell’s next 
home. CMH is an icon,” said Jeff 
Gertsch, Rudi’s son and heli-skiing 
guide. “It’s about where Rudi 
started his journey, and about the 
company’s future. We want Purcell 
to reach its potential and CMH’s 
vision, scale and respect for the craft 
will ensure it endures.”  

For the 2021/22 winter season, 
CMH will honour and operate all 
booked Purcell trips to date, and 
guests will continue to be guided by 
Jeff Gertsch, who is now a full-time 

CMH guide. CMH will continue to 
offer Purcell’s style of small-group 
heli-skiing with one-, two- and 
three-day trips in the Purcell tenure.    

“I’m thrilled that Rudi, Jeff 
and Katie chose CMH to help 
carry their legacy into a very bright 
future,” said Rob Rohn, CMH 
President and COO. “Rudi has 
been such a pivotal figure in the 
founding of our company and an 
inspiration to an entire generation 
of guides in Canada. The addition of 
CMH Purcell creates some exciting 
new options for CMH guests, and 
we look forward to introducing 
Purcell’s guests to all that we have 
to offer.”

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
about CMH Purcell, visit cmhheli.
com.  



The Valley Voice   September 9, 2021   8 COMMUNITY

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Manures & Potting Soils for all your Gardening Needs
Straw bales $13.00

Peat 
Moss  
$19.99/bale 

Paint & Accessories

Just arrived FIR Pellets 
$8.99/40 lb bag, $7.69/bag 

by the pallet of 50 bags 
Bulk tote bags coming 

soon!!

Large selection of fence posts, 
gates & fencing! 
 – corral panels
New shipment of Gates have arrived

   Lawnmowers & weed
      wackers in stock

Electrical 
Supplies

Thank you firefighters & Heli pilots for keeping our Valley safe!

Masks are now mandatory when in store please, limit of 6 people in store at one time

by  John Boiv in ,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Facing relentless stress and 
workload pressure, and no way to 
share the burden with their peers, 
local politicians are seeking out 
counselling and other ways to 
cope with the demands of local 

Local leaders suffer from stress, workload, anxiety
leadership.

And they’re calling for 
patience and understanding from 
constituents when dealing with 
the level of government closest 
to the average citizen.

“It’s an important subject 
to talk about, because so 

many people, including local 
government, are suffering from 
trauma and stress right now,” 
says Silverton Village councillor 
and RDCK Director Leah Main.

Other directors agree, and 
the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay recently held an 
information session for its board 
members to talk about how to 
recognize stress in colleagues 
and themselves, how to maintain 
mental health, manage stress, and 
the kind of resources available to 
them. A similar workshop had 
been held earlier in the year for 
senior managers.

The Valley Voice reached 
out to area directors to talk about 
their experience, and several 
opened up about the pressures 
they’ve been facing.

“People’s stress level has 
been much higher, and sketchy 
behaviour has increased,” says 
Silverton’s Main. “The frequency 
of unacceptable behaviour and 
treatment has increased. Many 
local government politicians, 
many of my colleagues, have 
been forthcoming about the 
kind of aggressive, abusive 
behaviour that they and staff 
have been subjected to, and has 
escalated since the beginning of 
the pandemic lockdown.” 

Directors also talk about 
their workloads skyrocketing 
in the last year, calls at all hours 
from agitated constituents, 
and day-long meetings with 
agendas thicker than a phone 
book. The arcane details of 
municipal government can be 
overwhelming, they say, as more 
senior levels of government 
offload responsibilities on them. 
Then they’re the point-person 
when a community crisis hits.

“It’s been exhausting,” says 
Area K Director Paul Peterson, 
who spent days going full-tilt this 
summer during fire evacuations 
in his Arrow Lakes-area 
jurisdiction. “Between COVID 
and the fires… it’s hard to get 
anything done. Dealing with the 
Province, things never get done.” 

It means that rural directors 
rarely get down time.

“We are the front line of 
politicians and in small towns, 
we are the first ones most 
contact with issues,” says Area 
D Director Aimee Watson. “And 
most often, it’s not via the phone 
or email; it’s when we are out 
grocery shopping, getting the 
mail or simply having lunch with 
our families. The public/private 
divide is gone.”

“There’s stress in our 
work environment, as a result 
of COVID,” agreed Area H 
Director Walter Popoff, who 
says his workload has close 
to tripled since the pandemic 
started. “There’s always stress 
in our work environment – but 
COVID has increased that level 
of stress. So I thought it was a 
good idea to have the meeting, 
in general, and it was a pretty 

good session.”
Cranky meetings

The monthly agenda for 
the RDCK board meeting – 
just one of many meetings the 
directors attend every month – 
often runs over 1,000 pages in 
length. Topics can range from 
structuring finances for landfills 
to barking dogs to encroaching 
buildings – and a vote one way 
or another could have significant 
consequences for quality of life 
or the property tax burden. 

The meetings themselves, or 
at least their virtual nature, are 
now a cause of stress, say some 
participants. Directors have been, 
say, snippier to each other, or to 
staff in recent meetings.

“I’m hearing it during 
meetings, while debating 
motions and/or last-minute items 
coming up for late inclusion 
that were triggered by tension 
more than sound thinking on 
our roles and responsibilities,” 
says Watson. 

Directors regularly choke 
up when describing intense 
situations they are managing 
with residents.

“There’s nothing wrong 
with expressing emotion or 
being emotionally involved 
in the issues we are engaging 
with,” says Main. “But the 
elected directors, councillors, 
and mayors and our reactions 
are stress-informed at this time. 
Many of my colleagues and I, 
when we speak to issues, are on 
the verge of tears, of throwing 
our hands up and saying, ‘I’m 
done, I’ve have had it, I quit.”

“On edge at the meetings? 
Me for sure,” admits Area K’s 
Peterson. “You listen in on the 
RDCK meetings, I hardly ever 
speak anymore.  Sometimes I sit 
there fuming when I hear some 
directors. I cringe, I’m so uptight. 
Which is odd, because normally 
I’m more tolerant than that. 

“I find that very frustrating, 
and I’m getting too old to 
articulate that like I used to be 
able to. So I get mad, so I don’t 
say anything… it is a sign of 
stress and anxiety. It is a strange 
time.”
Human contact 
missing

Despite the frustrations of 
day-long Zoom meetings, it 
doesn’t help that directors have 
only met virtually for the last 18 
months. They say meeting in-
person has deep coping benefits. 

“You’re not getting out, 
you’re not networking with 
people,” says Area H’s Popoff. 
“We’d always have a few 
minutes during meeting breaks 
for face-to-face meetings, and 
we’d get together for lunch 
during the lunch break and talk 
about issues – What’s happening 
in your area? What are you doing 
with the dog bylaw? – that sort 
of thing.

“We call each other on the 
phone now but it’s not the same 
as in-person.”

“We would share our trials 
and tribulations over lunches 
and it wasn’t until we could not 
do that that we realized how 
valuable that connection is,” 
adds Watson. “My observation 

has been that without our ability 
to network and connect during 
lunch breaks and be in person, 
many directors are feeling 
disconnected and haven’t had 
the ability to share the issues they 
are navigating.”
‘Tone it down’

While the information 
session helped directors 
recognize their stress and begin 
to address it, they continue 
to face mounting pressures, 
just like the general public. As 
communities and society become 
more fractious and divided, 
trust is undermined in local 
politicians. 

“We are people, just like 
you, and do not always have 
the answers,” says Watson. “We 
are not the enemy nor the catch-
all for issues you care deeply 
about. We are here in this role 
because we care and we are 
likely your neighbour. Respect 
has to be at the forefront of every 
exchange and it will be more 
fruitful than simply using us as 
punching bags because we are 
the closest elected official you 
could actually speak too.”

“We are all feeling the stress 
and the strain – our community 
is traumatized by what has 
happened over the last 18 months 
and the ever-changing nature 
of the pandemic,” adds Main. 
“We’re all rats running on the 
wheel and trying to figure out 
what we can do that will work.

“But they are trying. It’s not 
that elected officials and staff 
aren’t trying. We are. We all need 
to tone it down a bit. “

by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Six weeks after forcing 
hundreds of people living along 
the west shore of the Arrow 
Lakes to flee, the second-
biggest fire burning in the West 
Kootenay is now barely worth 
a mention.

The Michaud Creek wildfire 
south of Edgewood was taken 
off the BC Wildfire Service’s 
‘wildfires of note’ page last 
week.

While still covering more 
than 13,000 hectares, Michaud 
and the neighbouring Octopus 
Creek fire (22,000 ha) across 
the lake are now classified as 
‘being held,’ “which indicates 
that sufficient suppression action 
has been taken that the fire is 
not likely to spread beyond its 
boundaries under the current 
and forecasted conditions,” the 
BCWS says.

Both fires are displaying 
lower-ranked (2-3) fire activity.

It’s a far different situation 
from the start of August, when 
both fires prompted evacuation 
orders and alerts for several 
communities in the southern 
portion of the Arrow Lakes.

While firefighting crews 
worked hard to protect property 

Summer of ’21 fires tamed by cooler, wet weather
and infrastructure in the fires’ 
path, it was a cool, wet August 
that turned the tide on the battle. 
The wettest August in a decade 
also put paid to the Trozzo Creek 
fire in the Slocan Valley, which 
was taken off the ‘wildfires of 
note’ list late last month.

Evacuation alerts issued 
for Renata, Fauquier and 
Applegrove were removed on 
August 24, leaving just a small 
recreation area on the south side 
of the Octopus fire under alert. 
Area restrictions remain in effect 
in the backcountry, however. 
Check the RDCK or BCWS 
websites for more information 
on alerts and orders.

The BCWS even lifted the 
provincial campfire ban late 
in the month, as forecasters 
predicted reduced threat of 
danger from recreational fires.

Though fire activity is 
much diminished, a thin veil of 
smoke still colours the air in the 
valleys, reminding residents the 
forest still remains very dry and 
conditions could change quickly.

“Monday will continue to be 
warm and dry, with temperatures 
in the mid to upper 20s,” wrote 
the BCWS about the Octopus 
Creek fire at press time. “There 
is a wind shift from the north 

today, which may increase fire 
behaviour – especially along 
the south flank where several 
pockets of unburned fuel exist 
along containment lines.”

Nearly 110 firefighters 
and managers, one helicopter 
and several pieces of heavy 
equipment remained on the 
Octopus Creek and Michaud 
Creek fires at the last update on 
August 25, the BCWS reported. 
Most of the rest of the Alberta-
based crew stationed in Nakusp 
have been re-deployed to other 
assignments.

Crews continue to demob 
secured line where possible and 
supress hot spots that have been 
identified by infrared scan and 
patrols.

The situation continues to 
improve across the Valley Voice 
readership area. Out of the dozen 
or so fires burning in the area, 
only a month-old fire in a remote 
area of the Lardeau-Duncan near 
B-Flat Peak is still listed as ‘out 
of control’. 

The 2,360 Mt. Ruppel fire 
southeast of Slocan City is 
listed as ‘being held,’ as are a 
series of six smaller fires around 
Trout Lake. All are burning in a 
remote area far from homes or 
infrastructure.
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by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A couple of impassioned 
letters received at the August 
23 council meeting has Nakusp 
Village council considering 
the need to improve the local 
airport.

John Fraser pointed out 
to council that firefighting 
crews coming into the airport 
in summer and well-heeled 
heli-skiers in the winter have 
no facilities at the airport at all.

“It is not an inducement to 
return,” he writes.

“At a minimum, some 
permanent office space with 
power, toilets and washing 
facilities at the airport would 
attract operators,” he said, 
adding there should also be at 
least some attempt to manage 
parking space.

“At a minimum, basic 
facilities at the airport would be 
more attractive to commercial 
operators,” he said. “Village 
businesses would also benefit 
from increased airplane arrivals 
that would otherwise bypass 
Nakusp as a destination.”

A second letter, from Ken 
France, reinforced those views.

He said traffic from 
BC Wildfire Services this 
summer strained resources at 

Nakusp council to look into airport improvements
the airport.

“ T h e  m i x  o f  l a rg e 
helicopters (and associated 
downwash on takeoff and 
landing) and fixed wing aircraft, 
hangars, and available apron 
space needs to be addressed,” 
he said. “Previous damage to 
hangar roofs from helicopter 
operations required mitigation 
from [BCWS] resources.

“Fortunately, we have 
had few interface fires in the 
immediate vicinity this season, 
which has kept traffic to a 

minimum, but our airport is 
still an important resource to 
[BCWS].”

While its runway is pretty 
short, France, who owns an 
airplane and hangar at the 
airport, notes it is a valuable 
asset for the community, as the 
only airstrip in the mountainous 
Arrow Lakes region.

He suggested dedicating 
space at the airport for BCWS 
firefighting operations.

“With climate change 
and the amount of potential 

fuel around us, fire disaster in 
the near future is a very real 
possibility,” he writes. “Let’s 
give ourselves a fighting chance 
by having infrastructure that 
can support these emergency 
services when they are needed 
most.”

Council discussed the 
issue, and asked staff to bring 
a report to council advising on 
the points made. Staff will also 
look into whether the Village 
can charge landing fees for 
BCWS firefighting equipment.

by John Boivin, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A neighbourhood just 
south of Nakusp is going 
to get money to make the 
communi ty  safer  f rom 
wildfires.

The Dog Creek Water 
Users has been awarded 
$4,920 from the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay 
(Area K) to update i ts 
emergency plans and do other 
FireSmart actions around the 
Bayview area.

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Development Fund money 
will be used for a variety of 
projects, including: updating 
the four-year old community 
c o n t a c t  l i s t ;  c l e a r i n g 
underbrush from around 
the community FireSmart 
shed and other public lands 
in  the  ne ighbourhood; 

Bayview’s FireSmart program gets a funding boost
establishing a five-person 
FireSmart committee to 
manage projects and apply 
for new ones; working with 
the local fire department to 
create a geo-location map 
of properties in the area; 
looking for bottlenecks in 
any evacuation routes and 
developing mitigation plans.

“It’s a work in progress,” 
says Cam Leitch, one of the 
organizers behind Bayview’s 
FireSmart program. “We 
have to start somewhere. Five 
grand is not a lot – we don’t 
know how far we’ll get with 
it – but we’ll make sure its 
well documented, all costs are 
accounted for, and we can give 
a full accounting at the end of 
the year… and be safer for it.”

The  ne ighbourhood 
received its FireSmart status 
last year, and this grant will 

allow both planning and 
practical work to continue, 
says Leitch. Local people, 
including some youths, will 
be employed in the brush-
clearing parts of the project.

The outreach already 
underway – a local teen was 
hired to re-collect emergency 
contact information over the 
summer – has prompted more 
residents to get FireSmart 
assessments done of their 
property, says Leitch.

He says preparing and 
planning is a good way to 
reduce the stress and anxiety 
created when the forest fires 
grow in the summer.

“Be prepared, and if we 
can help people with that 
maybe it saves something, 
maybe it doesn’t,” he says. 
“But it’s the awareness that’s 
important.”
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Heather Vivian 
Strong

April 24, 1962 - 
August 29, 2021

Heather Strong (nee Law) 59, 
died peacefully on Sunday, August 
29, 2021 in the Kootenay Lake 
hospital in Nelson.

Heather (aka Peanut) was born 
in Castlegar and spent her childhood 
years in New Denver. Her first 
job was working at the Lucerne 
restaurant for Frank and Riki Pho. 
In later years she moved to Nelson 
and helped her friend, Shannon run a 

restaurant there. She then went to work at Overwaitea, where she worked 
for many years.

Heather married the love of her life, Bill in July 1991 at Bill’s parents’ 
home in Perry Siding. They had two sons, Dale and Jesse, who she was 
very devoted to and very proud of. She never missed any sports events 
of the boys, whether in town or out of town and always brought enough 
baking for them all. 

Heather was known for her love of gardening, baking and canning and 
enjoyed sharing it with others. She took most pride in doing the books for 
the family business and everything was always to the penny!

In her last few years she enjoyed riding motorcycles with Bill.
Heather will be greatly missed by all who knew and loved her.
She is survived by Bill, their sons Dale and Jesse, her mom, Joan Law, 

sisters Louise (Wilf) Wilson, Janice (Vern) Gustafson, and Phyllis (Greg) 
McTaggart, and nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by her father, Danny Law.
A Celebration of Life was held in New Denver on September 4, 2021
You are invited to leave a message of condolence for the family 

at www.castlegarfuneral.com

Alan Wilson 
Gibbons 

1928-2021
It is with much sadness that we 

have to say goodbye to Alan Gibbons 
who passed away on Sunday August 
22nd, 2021

He will be dearly missed by 
his children Patricia, Martin and 
Andrew, his granddaughters Danielle 
and Brianna, his son & daughters 
in-law Phil, Judith, Carrie and Jerry 
and his great grandsons Asher and 
Cohen. 

His dear wife Margaret passed away in March 2015.
Alan was born in Sheffield, England and emigrated to Canada in 1953. 

He settled in Montreal and raised his family while working at Imperial 
Tobacco.  

On retirement in 1985, he and Margaret eventually moved to Canmore, 
Alberta where they resided until their final move to Nakusp in 2006.

Alan’s lifetime passions, apart from his family, were coaching sports, 
golfing, swimming, playing squash and of course singing.

He touched many peoples lives, as he lived his life simply...  loving 
God, his neighbours and friends.

He was singing songs and hymns right to the end.
Many thanks to the wonderful compassionate care he received from 

all the staff at Halcyon House.
A memorial service will take place on his birthday in October...details 

to be announced.
But God will redeem my soul from the grave; he will surely take me 

to himself.   Psalm 49:15

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

It may not be enough to end fears 
of a drought, but all that rain last month 
definitely helped the situation.

Weather forecasters at the 
Southeast Fire Centre say after a six-
month-long spell of below-average 
precipitation, a “significant shift” in 
the large-scale weather pattern saw 
about ten waves of moisture reach the 
area in August. 

Wettest August in a decade snaps dry spell
In total, those systems brought a 

monthly total of almost 86 millimetres 
of rain, nearly three times more than the 
monthly average of 30.4 millimetres. 

“There were twice as many days 
with thunderstorms as are normally 
reported during the month,” says Jesse 
Ellis. “This was not the wettest August 
on record, but it was the wettest of at 
least the last 10 years.”

This was also the first month 
since January with above-average 

precipitation. However, as August is 
usually the driest month of the year, 
the total amount is still far short of the 
rain needed to eliminate the overall 
moisture shortfall of 200 millimetres 
since March 1.

The rain even broke a few daily 
records. The heaviest rain came with 
thundershowers on the 8th with a 

new daily record of 29 millimetres 
(in Castlegar). That doesn’t break the 
all-time record for the most rain in one 
day for the month of August, which is 
42.9 millimetres.  

However, “some nearby areas may 
have exceeded this value since there 
were reports of highly variable amounts 

over relatively short distances that day,” 
says the SEFC weather summary.

While the morning of August 24 
broke a daily minimum record, with 
temperatures hitting a chilly +5.8°C, 
the mean monthly temperature was 
slightly above normal, even with the 
cool, rainy days.
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Local 2450
CLEAN SAFE SCHOOLS
CUPE BC K-12 Public Sector is working to ensure clean safe schools for students 
and staff this fall. The Canadian Union of Public Employees is calling for daytime 
custodial services to be provided in all school districts along with mandatory masks 
for staff and students.
High touch cleaning of services by custodial staff during the day had very positive 
results in keeping staff, students, families, and communities safer during the pandemic. 
These services provide a major part in preventing the spread of viruses in our schools 
and into the communities.
In addition, CUPE BC is calling for:
 • Adequate isolation protocols for students that are ill or showing symptoms 
   and for 2020/2021 COVID19 Provincial Health Guidelines to be maintained 
   in the new school year.
 • The province and school districts work to ensure ventilation systems are 
   working properly, and system improvements are a priority in long term 
   infrastructure planning.
 • Mandatory masks for staff and students in all environments including 
   classrooms and buses.
CUPE is bringing these priorities to the BC government at the provincial K-12 Education 
Steering Committee. Established by the province at the start of the pandemic, CUPE 
representatives have been participating in the Committee advocating for CUPE members, 
and the students and communities they serve.

CUPE represents over 30,000 education workers across BC, including Education 
Assistants, School Secretaries, Custodians, Indigenous Support Workers, Caretakers, 

Strong Start facilitators, Trades and Maintenance Workers, and Bus Drivers.

by Jan McMurray
Lots of good fun was had, as 

usual, at the Rosebery Regatta – the 
best Labour Day event of them all.

And clearly a lot of labour went 
into the building of the boats for the 
event… with a couple of exceptions. 
Angie Elsmore, for example, duct-
taped a couple of pop bottles together 
and installed a plastic bag mast right 
there on the beach, just in time for 
the races. The boat did surprisingly 
well in the first heat, but proved to 
be unseaworthy in the second heat 
when the wind picked up. The judges 
(Bill Finley, Marianne Vanish and 
Dan Nicholson) were nevertheless 
impressed with her efforts, and gave 
her the prize for the fastest boat 
building.

It was a great turnout to the 40th 
annual event, with about 15 boats 
entered. All the boats sailed well in 
the first heat, and it looked like it was 
going to be a tough competition. But 
a heavy gale came in from the north 
for the second heat, and separated 
the wheat from the chaff – or perhaps 
we should say the seaworthy from 
the unseaworthy – and the boats’ 
true stuff was revealed. All boats 
capsized in the second heat except 
for Kathy Hartman’s ‘Pandemic 
Panda’ – which got the prize for 
the most seaworthy – and Logan’s 
‘Logan Bebogan,’ which veered way 
off course and made it all the way to 
Wilson Creek, earning the prize for 
the furthest traveller.

The strong winds prevailed for 
the third and final heat. Frenzied 
last-minute improvements were 
made to the boats. Rowers Ben and 
Nate had to work hard against the 
gusty swells to get the boats out to 

Aurora named Commodore in 40th annual Rosebery Regatta
the top of the bay for launching. The 
suspense among the spectators and 
competitors was high as the boats 
hit the water and caught the wind in 
their sails. 

But very soon, the best of the 
boats were way ahead of the others. 
Aurora’s ‘Rainbow Heart’ was the 
winner, and Johnathon’s ‘The Blood’ 
was the runner-up.

Judy’s Bluenote II, which has 
been entered in almost all regattas 

since the inaugural event in 1981, 
and has done quite well, did poorly 
this year. It seems that repairs to the 
sail are in order. In any case, she 
was given the ‘most beautiful boat’ 
award.

The ‘most organic’ prize was 
awarded to Joe Trozzo, who made his 
boat with organic beer cans.

Congratulations to Aurora, 
the Commodore for next year’s 
Rosebery Regatta!

Aurora was named commodore at the Rosebery Regatta, September 6.
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by Jan McMurray
A photo of Slocan Lake by 

Castlegar resident Tim Hicks won 
the ‘Most Impactful’ award in Living 
Lakes Canada’s Photo Challenge this 
summer.

“I’m feeling deeply honoured 
that the contest judges selected this 
photo alongside winning images 
from other folks,” said Hicks in an 
interview. “When I found out about 
the contest, I decided to enter a few 
photos of Slocan Lake, one of my 
favourite places on this magnificent 
earthship we call home. I also saw it 
as an opportunity to support Living 
Lakes Canada’s excellent work at 
helping locals care for lakes, rivers 
and streams across the vast northern 

This photo of Slocan Lake by Tim Hicks of Castlegar won in the ‘Most Impactful’ category of Living Lake Canada’s Photo Challenge.

Slocan Lake photo wins in Living Lakes Canada’s Photo Challenge
part of Turtle Island – also known 
as Canada.”

The Photo Challenge was part 
of Living Lakes Canada’s inaugural 
National Lake Blitz program, a 
community-based lake monitoring 
initiative that helps volunteer 
participants monitor their local lake 
for climate change impacts.

LLC reports that 160 photos of 
more than 125 lakes were submitted 
from five provinces. Winners were 
selected in four different categories: 
Most Impactful, Most Biodiverse, 
Kids’ Category and Public Favourite. 

Hicks’ photo of Slocan Lake 
at night was taken from Wragge 
Beach in May this year. “It’s a blend 
of exposures made during evening 

twilight, when the light is particularly 
magical, and additional exposures 
from deep in the night with the Milky 
Way high in the sky,” Hicks told the 
Valley Voice. “I’m passionate about 
creating imagery while communing 
with mother nature and the vast starry 
canopy that’s only visible when most 
folks are asleep.”

Tovah Barocas, the president 
of Earth Rangers, a Canadian kids’ 
conservation organization, chose the 
winners in the Most Impactful and 
Most Biodiverse categories. Of the 
Slocan Lake photo, he said, “I was 
really struck by the contrast between 
the natural light from the stars and the 
lights from the communities across 
the lake. It made me think about what 

our world could be like if people and 
nature lived harmoniously. It’s also 
just a beautiful photo.”

Laure l  Dawn won  Mos t 
Biodiverse with her stunning shot 
of Eva Lake, also in BC. The clear 
Public Favourite winner, based 
on social media feedback across 
Instagram, Facebook and Twitter, 
was Arni Stinnissen with his iconic 
Canadian shot of a moose in Lake 
Opeongo in Algonquin Park, Ontario 
at sunset. For the Kids’ category, the 
Lake Blitz coordinating team chose 

Tammy Oates’ semi-underwater shot 
of Peckham’s Lake in Norbury Lake 
Provincial Park, BC.

The majority of Photo Challenge 
submissions were of lakes in British 
Columbia and Ontario, with the most 
photographed lakes being Kootenay 
Lake in BC and Lake Huron in 
Ontario. Alberta lakes were the next 
most popular submissions, followed 
by lakes in Saskatchewan and 
Quebec. The entire geo-referenced 
online gallery can be viewed on the 
Living Lakes Canada website. 
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submitted
The creation of a pathway 

to an expanded viewpoint 
providing improved access 
for people with disabilities, 
the addition of several large 
ponds, the installation of several 
reptile/amphibian hibernacula, 
a n d  i n t e n s i v e  w e t l a n d 
restoration work including the 
decommissioning of more than 
two kilometres of interlaced road 
surfaces — all added up to a very 
intense summer work period at 
the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary 
(located in Sinixt territory at the 
north end of Slocan Lake) for the 
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology.

Overall, the project is a 
boon for ecological restoration 
and provides improvements for 

2021 improvements at the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary
New trails for visitor accessibility, expanded marsh-overlook viewpoint, outdoor classroom 
space, more wetland ponds, additional amphibian & reptile habitat… and more rewilding

human visitors seeking a nature 
experience.

The Valhalla Foundation 
for Ecology’s (VFE) project 
work this year focussed on 
the creation of a gently-sloped 
wheelchair-accessible (with 
assist) pathway to a viewpoint, a 
specialized trail for people who 
use adaptive mountain e-bikes 
(or other assistive equipment),  
the expansion of a spectacular 
overlook of the marsh, six more 
wetland ponds created, three 
snake/amphibian hibernacula 
built, and the decommissioning 
and restoration of a massive 
network of interlaced, compacted 
road surfaces on the property.

“Our first objective at 
Snk’mip has always been 

“rewilding:” restoring the land 
to higher ecological functioning 
and restoring damaged areas,” 
said VFE director and Snk’mip 
project lead Lorna Visser. “Our 
second objective this year 
was to increase inclusivity: to 
provide barrier-reduced access 
to the sanctuary so that a wider 
range of people can experience 
nature there and, we hope, better 
understand and appreciate the 
importance of wetlands and 
ecological restoration.”

“In particular, we’re stoked 
about the new wheelchair-
inclusive access trail we’ve 
constructed on a plateau which 
circles a new pond.  We feel it’s 
important that everyone have the 
opportunity to enjoy the marsh, 

to get ‘up close and personal’ 
with a wetland pond, and to 
better understand how vital 
wetlands are for our ecosystem.”

This  summer ’s  work 
marked the VFE’s fourth 
year of restoration at the 
property.  In previous years, the 
Foundation removed derelict 
structures and industrial debris, 
decommissioned and restored a 
roadway that had been built in the 
wetland water-body itself, filled 
in and restored a large gravel pit 
on the property, created several 
scenic viewpoints for users of the 
Rosebery-to-Summit-Lake rail-
trail (located directly adjacent 
to the sanctuary), and replaced 
fill and topsoil into the base of 
a massive, ancient larch tree 

to save the “spirit tree” of the 
sanctuary.  Numerous ponds and 
small pools were added (which 
filled naturally with groundwater 
even in this summer’s drought 
and heat), creating much-needed 
habitat for amphibians, reptiles, 
birds, insects, mammals and 
rare plants — many of them 
threatened and some of them 
endangered species.

The main financial supporter 
of the work has been the 
Columbia Basin Trust, with 
many other foundations, private 
funds, and local individual 
donors also contributing.  “CBT 
has been wonderful, and we’re 
particularly pleased this year to 
have received a grant from the 
Slocan Valley Legacy Fund.  
Considering the benefit this 
sanctuary provides for the health 
of the local environment, as an 
educational site, and for nature 
enjoyment for Slocan Valley 
residents, this is very fitting.”   
New trails for people 
with disabilities

A separate grant was 
received from the Columbia 
Basin Trust’s Trail Enhancement 
Grants program specifically 
toward the cost of building trails 
for people requiring mobility 
assistance. 

“Sculpting these pathways 
to spec was challenging, given 
the considerably steep slope of 
the sanctuary property overall,” 
said Robin Annschild, the 
wetland restoration expert and 
biologist who supervised the 
project design and restoration/
construction at Snk’mip.

“At Snk’mip we’re dealing 
with a 20-to-25-degree slope 
on the property overall, yet 
a wheelchair-accessible path 
requires a slope of between 
3 to 8 degrees depending on 
various factors. To achieve a 
pathway that’s pretty close to 
spec required a considerable 
amount of careful construction 
but we’re so pleased with the 
result: a pathway that allows 
people with mobility challenges 
the same access to the beautiful 
marsh viewpoint and the same 
nature experience as everyone 
else.”

Athlete and accessibility 
expert Kimberly Joines worked 
with Annschild and expert 
machine operators Stuart Nelson 
and Mike Nelson of Silverton 
Transport on the trail design 
and construction. Using both 
her wheelchair and her adaptive 
mountain bike she repeatedly 
tested the pathways while the 
contractors field-fitted and 
finessed the construction. It was 
a great day when she whizzed 
down and back up the trail 
effortlessly on her specialized 
e-bike.  

Kimberly notes that the 

upper portion of the access-trail 
(extending from the rail-trail into 
the sanctuary property) contains 
some grades considered steep 
for independent climbing, a 
challenge of adaptive biking at 
the best of times. She suggests 
it be designated as “adaptive 
inclusive, with assist” and 
recommends an electric-assistive 
device/e-bike, or a second set of 
hands to provide assist in steeper 
areas.  

Kimberly also had high 
praise for the project. “The 
VFE folks really extended 
themselves to accommodate 
the requirements of people with 
disabilities, given that this is 
first and foremost intended as 
a nature sanctuary,” she said. 
“Once all the work is complete, 
people with disabilities will 
have the same access to ponds 
and viewpoints as ambulatory 
people, that’s an important 
universal-access principle.”

Joines is also on the board 
of the Kootenay Adaptive Sport 
Association and says she looks 
forward to bringing groups of 
touring Adaptive Mountain 
Bike Riders to Snk’mip. “The 
sanctuary is accessible from the 
rail-trail so that makes it a great 
spot for us, for a lunch break or 
a rest stop in a beautiful setting,” 
she said.

Annschild mentions that the 
work is not yet totally complete, 
with the installation of benches, 
landscaping, replanting, and 
interpretive signage still to come.  
“Give it a year to regenerate and 
green up, and for all the finishing 
touches to be installed.  It’s going 
to be amazing,” she said.
Nature-forward 
vision takes priority

VFE project  director 
Lorna Visser explained that the 
sanctuary property now has 
several zones: 

• The main marsh water-
body which is designated off-
limit to human use (including 
canoes and kayaks please), 

• The surrounding riparian 
area (including decommissioned 
roads) that have been restored to 
wetland ponds and pools, 

• Several upland pools and 
additional riparian wetland 
habitat that has been created, 

• The forested northwestern 
section of the sanctuary in which 
a confusing tangle of roads 
has been removed and deeply 
de-compacted so the land can 
regenerate, 

• A human-visitation area that 
includes an outdoor classroom 
space, several beautiful new 
large ponds where students can 
get “up close and personal” with 
wetland species such as frogs and 
toads, and a clearing for student 
activities or interpretive/artistic 
activities, 
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• A beautiful new wheelchair-
accessible viewpoint, and

• The wheelchair and assisted-
mountain-bike trails. 

“Being a charitable land trust whose 
mandate is preserving wild places for 
wild things, our vision for Snk’mip has 
always been rewilding: restoring and 
enhancing the property for nature,” said 
Visser.  

“Sometimes that gets challenging 
— you’re balancing best environmental 
functioning with the preferences of 
people. Take, for example, the human 
perception that the compacted road 
surfaces we’ve decommissioned were, 
in the past, nice walking trails that 
meandered  around within the sanctuary.  
Well, that’s true. But all those compacted 
roads were ecologically unproductive.  
Our restoration work has been done with 
a view to ‘maximum ecological uplift’ 
i.e. what’s the best outcome for natural 
functioning on each and every square 
metre of the property? So that means 
some walking paths have been removed 
but that was necessary for the ecology.”

Visser cites as another example of 
restoration success a small pond that was 
created last summer in what had formerly 
been a gravel pit on the property. “For 
decades that gravel pit was an ecological 
disaster, basically a dead zone, it was a 
pit of dust and knapweed. Last summer 
we placed some 3,000 metric tons of 
natural material into that pit — this is fill 
that had been pushed into the wetland by 
the previous owner, which we dug out in 
order to restore the wetland to its original 
size — then we used that material to refill 
the gravel pit. We then re-contoured the 
area, topped it with coarse woody debris 
(logs and stumps), topsoil, replanted with 
native grass and shrub species, and added 
a small pond.  

“Our reward came this year. In the 

late spring there was a Western Painted 
Turtle basking on a log placed across 
that new pond. I was gobsmacked! We 
thought turtles were extirpated down at 
the marsh, but there it was, basking with 
its little head lifted to the spring sunshine.  
Seeing that turtle there was one of the 
best days of my life.”

“To go from ecological dead-zone 
to habitat for a threatened species in less 
than a year: that’s what we call progress.”
Smoke, heat and Covid 
added challenges

The ecological gains made this 
summer came with considerable 
challenges during the construction 
period, particularly from the intense heat 
and smoke from nearby forest fires. 

“We were guided by the BC Wildfire 
Service which provided us a very strict 
set of requirements.  We had trained 
firefighters on site at all times we were 
working, water tanks, pumps and hoses 
at the ready, and a fire-spotter patrol the 
site for two hours after each work day.  
We started at 5 a.m. to get a jump on 
the heat of the day, and we frequently 
watered the access routes to keep down 
the dust and bring up the humidity.”

Throw in highway closures due 
to forest fires delaying the delivery 
of materials, and another summer of 
restrictions to prevent the spread of the 
COVID virus and all the precautions that 
entailed, and it’s fair to say that Snk’mip 
2021 had its challenges. 

“We want to thank Stuart and Mike 
Nelson who worked long hard days in 
that heat and smoke to get this job done, 
and Robin Annschild and her assistant 
Miranda Cross who were on the ground 
directing the work for long days in the 
smoke,” said Visser.  “Wearing an N95 
mask all day in that heat isn’t the easiest 
thing to do but it was necessary.”  

“But it was all worth it, we all put 

our hearts into the work. Our skilled 
contractors added so many truly artistic 
touches, working in concert with 
the landscape and with the goal of 
maximum ecological lift. What has 
been accomplished is beyond the wildest 
dreams we had when we started this 
restoration project four years ago.”
Non-motorized rail-trail 
eagerly anticipated

Visser notes that with this fall’s 
implementation of the official designation 
of the Rosebery to Summit Lake rail-
trail as non-motorized, the ecological 
improvements the VFE has created at 
Snk’mip marsh will be better protected.  

“There’s not much point in spending 
close to a million dollars acquiring and 
restoring a wetland nature sanctuary and 
then allowing off-road vehicles such 
as ATVs, dirt bikes and side-by-sides 
to roar through that same ecosystem,” 
she said.  “All the dust, pollution, noise 
disturbance to sensitive species and 
spread of invasive plant species that 
motorized use brings — and that’s before 
you consider direct vehicular mortality 
to amphibians and reptiles using or 
crossing the trail — that has a substantial 
cumulative impact.”

“At one point this rail-trail was 
planned to become one of Recreation 
Sites and Trails BC’s motorized roads 
for off-road vehicles.  Imagine if 
our rail-trail had been promoted on 
official government websites and in 
BC government tourism materials 
as motorized— we would have seen 
the level of motorized vehicle use 
increase exponentially, which would 
have been very damaging to the ecology. 
Thankfully we averted that scenario.” 

“We look forward to the day the 
rail-trail can be enjoyed by pedestrians, 
hikers, birdwatchers and cyclists who 
seek healthy human-powered outdoor 
recreation, to quietly enjoy nature.  
For the many species such as Western 
toads, turtles, lizards and garter snakes 
that cross the trail as part of their 
seasonal movements, the non-motorized 
designation will mean the very welcome 
removal of a cause of disturbance and 
mortality.” She notes that this summer a 
Bald Eagle pair attempted to nest above 
the rail-trail right-of-way by Snk’mip 
marsh.  “They’ll certainly be happy to 
no longer have the dust and disturbance 
of noisy vehicles roaring past beneath 
their nest.”

What’s Next for Snk’mip?
What’s next for the sanctuary? 

Visser replied that pending raising 
adequate funds, plans are in the works 
for a collaboration with the Autonomous 
Sinixt to add some interpretive historical/
cultural/artistic components to the 
sanctuary (which is located in the area 
of a historical Sinixt village: Snk’mip).  
And, given the success of restoration 
work thus far, the Valhalla Foundation 
for Ecology will also be looking at 
further enhancements to turtle habitat 
and reptile and amphibian denning 
structures.  Weed-pulling and invasive 
species control will also be work that 
is ongoing. 

The Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary 
wetland is the jewel in the crown in 
a chain of wetlands along what has 
been termed the Bonanza Biodiversity 
Corridor (the riparian corridor along 
Bonanza Creek between Summit Lake 
and Slocan Lake).  Several other wetland 
areas in this corridor are being restored 
this fall by the Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society.  Overall, given the state of 
affairs on this beleaguered planet, the 
SLSS and the VFE are providing some 
welcome respite for nature. 

THANK YOU
A huge thank you from the frogs, turtles & toads, the snakes, the bears & birds, 

and all the other threatened and sensitive species whose habitat is now restored 
and better protected thanks to you. The Valhalla Foundation for Ecology’s 

2021 restoration project at the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary was supported by:

2021 Funders:
Columbia Basin Trust (Environment Grants Program) • Columbia Basin 
Trust (Trail Enhancement Grants Program) • Habitat Conservation Trust 

Foundation •  McLean Foundation • Vancouver Foundation • Slocan Valley 
Legacy Fund • Fanwood Foundation • Regional District of Central Kootenay 
(Recreation Commission 6) • Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program • And 

many local individual donors… thank you!

Contractors & Volunteers:
Robin Annschild, Wetland Restoration Consulting • Miranda Cross, Wetland 
Restoration Consulting • Stuart Nelson, Silverton Transport • Mike Nelson, 

Silverton Transport • Leh Smallshaw, Wetland Restoration Consulting • 
Kimberly Joines, Accessibility Consultant • Gary Davidson, Bird Expert • Tara 
Morris & Tyler Bradley • K.L. Kivi • Bryan Whelan • Amber Peters • Tara Lynn 

Betts • Mike Sarell • Lorna Visser, Project Co-ordinator • Wayne McCrory, 
Consulting R.P.Bio • Laurie Frankcom, CKISS • Kerry McArthur & Mark 
Wolfe, WestWord Communications • Rob Tupper, Monashee Surveying 

• Heather Dewey and everyone who helped with pond-creation

Supporting agencies & 
conservation colleagues:

Autonomous Sinixt (matriarch Marilyn James) • Tim Davis, Habitat Biologist, 
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural 

Development • Area H Director Walter Popoff, Regional District of Central 
Kootenay • Nelson Wight, Planning Department, Regional District of Central 

Kootenay • Central Kootenay Invasive Species Society • Slocan Lake 
Stewardship Society • West Kootenay EcoSociety • Kootenay Conservation 

Program • Lucerne school, Nakusp school, Winlaw home-school group, 
Ready, Set, Learn group, Know Your Watershed group, and the many 
students and teachers who visit Snk’mip for environmental education 

programs • The Valley Voice newspaper

2021 improvements at the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary (continued from page 14)

The VFE’s accessibility consultant Kimberly Joines measures the slope on a section of the new 
wheelchair-accessible (with assist) trail created at the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary. This inclusive pathway 
leads to an expanded viewpoint that has been opened up to provide a beautiful overlook of the marsh.
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SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

by Moe Lyons
While the virtual meeting started 

out in the usual way, after a while it was 
plagued with technical difficulties and 
eventually it blanked out entirely. CAO 
Hillary Elliott’s computer was able to 
run the online meeting for some time, 
but shortly after the meeting started she 
was no longer able to connect personally 
to the meeting and minute-taking was 
taken over by Councillor Leah Main.

• The meeting began with Chief 
Financial Officer (CFO) Chris Jury’s 
report for January-June. He said the 
Village benefited from a 2% tax increase 
and $3,200 of new construction revenue.

There was a noticeable jump 
from last year in sales of services, 
mostly because there were campground 
revenues this year, and none last year. 
More of the campground revenue shows 
up in the first half of the year than in 
previous years because of the new online 
booking system.

Jury also gave an update on capital 
projects. The generator was installed 
and came in under budget. Telus made 
a $5,000 contribution towards this. 
The campground redesign has been 

Silverton council, August 25: Technical difficulties cause disruptions
completed and renovation work is 
planned for the fall. A tank agitator was 
acquired for the water system, with work 
now needed on the installation of the 
solar power component. Discussions 
with the consultant on the urban forestry 
plan are coming up this fall. Village office 
upgrades have been delayed because of 
the current high construction costs. 
The commercial stove for Memorial 
Hall has been delayed by cost concerns 
and renovations required to move the 
current stove.

• The acting mayor schedule for the 
coming year was discussed. The first 
three quarters of 2021 were filled by 
Councillor Leah Main. The final quarter 
is slated to be filled by Councillor Arlene 
Yofonoff, but as she may be working 
full time at that point and may have 
to attend by phone, Councillor Tanya 
Gordon agreed to fill in if necessary 
during that period.

• The next item on the agenda 
was campground improvements for 
the fall, but it was at this point that the 
computer malfunctioned and CAO 
Elliott disappeared from the meeting. 
Because Elliott’s input is vital to the 
campground discussion, a special 
meeting will be called.

• The Valhalla Community Choir 
asked for a reduced rental fee for the use 
of Memorial Hall. The half-day rental 
fee for a non-profit is $50 and allows 
for four hours of hall usage. Because the 

choir uses the hall for only two hours for 
practices, they asked for a rate of $40. 
Council agreed, and agreed to extend 
this offer to every group who rents the 
building. The choir will pay the regular 
$100 fee for the rental on the night 
of the concert (and $50 for a second 
concert night), if COVID rules allow 
for concerts at Christmas time.

• Mayor Colin Ferguson raised 
several issues, and also made a personal 
resolution “to be better organized for the 
next meeting.” He is concerned about 
the wild cherry tree on the boulevard 
near the playground attracting bears. It is 
not clear whether the tree is on Village or 
private property. Councillor Gordon said 
this is an operational issue not a council 
issue, and needs to be dealt with by the 
Village crew.

The mayor asked about the current 
status of the Food Hub. Councillor Main 
said the organizing group was unable to 
meet the building code requirements for 
the old store in Silverton to accommodate 
a commercial kitchen, so the facility will 
have to move to New Denver. The 
project is ongoing and the group is 
looking into all its options. “I am really 
sad about this,” Main said.

The mayor also brought up the 
local housing situation and has been 
looking at what other jurisdictions have 
been doing about allowing people to 
live in fifth wheels. He has asked staff 
to prepare a report on this, maybe by 
spring.

Ferguson has been thinking about 
being a local advocate for FireSmart, 

a role which has been assumed by 
Councillor John Fyke in New Denver. 
He says he thinks someone on council 
should be raising awareness, and 
perhaps encouraging people to work 
together within their blocks.

He also suggested that the Village 
needs a new website, where information 
is easily accessible and prominently 
displayed, especially if there is a 
situation that is escalating. Councillor 
Main agreed, and said this should be 
included in the next budget discussion.

• Councillor Main raised the issue 
of cooling centres. Especially now 
that funding is available for HVAC 
for the Memorial Hall, this would be a 
good idea to pursue, she said. Such an 
installation would make the hall warmer 
in winter and cooler in summer.

• Council will participate in a team 

building exercise on September 12.
• Council received an email from 

the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society 
(SLSS) concerning the amount of 
logging going on in this area, particularly 
in the Silverton drainage, and asked 
the Village to support a moratorium. 
Council did not agree to sign on to this 
request. “The Village of Silverton’s 
interest is around protection of the 
watershed” and not around logging 
generally, Main said. She also said this 
raises the question of what is involved 
in the protection of the watershed. It was 
suggested that this issue be brought to a 
Committee of the Whole meeting. “This 
is going to be a big issue so it needs 
to be dealt with properly,” Councillor 
Gordon said.

At this point, the computer system 
shut down and faded to black.

submitted
Oxygen Art Centre presents Body 

and Water, a group exhibition curated by 
Ociciwan Contemporary Art Collective 
featuring artists Paxsi, Jaime Black, 
Hannah Claus, and Lindsay Dobbin. 
Opening on Friday, September 3 and 
running until Saturday, October 2, the 
exhibition considers connection with 
waterways through video, performance, 
photography, and textile installations.

Ociciwan Contemporary Art 
Collective are based in in the region 
of amiskwaciwaskahikan [Edmonton], 
Alberta. The core collective support 
and present Indigenous artists through 
collaborative contemporary art projects, 
as well as at their artist-run Indigenous 
contemporary arts centre. Previous 
projects include A Parallel Excavation: 
Duane Linklater & Tanya Lukin 
Linklater at Art Gallery of Alberta 
(2016) and Current Terrain: Bruno 
Canadien, Brenda Draney, Jessie Ray 
Short, Adrian Stimson, and Alberta 
Rose W. at A Space Gallery (2018). 
Ociciwan are currently developing an 
Indigenous pollinator and medicine 
garden research project in collaboration 
with Finding Flowers Project entitled, 
kaamak nihtawikihcikan (2021).

Body and Water is the culmination 
of a year-long curatorial research 
project exploring connections with 
waterways regarding colonial, physical, 
and embodied borders. Anishinaabe-
Finnish artist Jaime Black slips and 
shifts between elemental water waves 
in three photographs included in 
the exhibition, as well as a poem 
that connects waterways with the 
cosmos. Similarly immersed in water, 
Black’s photographic explorations are 

Body and Water is showing at the Oxygen Art Centre September 3-October 2

Group exhibition considers 
connection with waterways at 
Oxygen Art Centre

echoed in Kanien’keha:ka-Acadian-
Irish artist Lindsay Dawn Dobbin’s 
video Transitory Fish (2021), which 
features a performance in the Bay of 
Fundy, Wabanaki Territory that honours 
“our aquatic origins by following the 
continuity of body and water.”

In parallel, Kanienkeha:ka-English 
artist Hannah Claus presents a looped 
video entitled all this was once covered 
in water (2017) that is transfixed by 
the movements and transformations 
of water, suggesting a slippage 
between interior and exterior worlds. 
Also included in the exhibition is an 
installation by queer, disabled Aymara 
and Welsh-Irish multidisciplinary artist 
Paxsi that shares memories of skipping 
rocks through fragments of story, 
denim, and chain. In their narrative 
artist statement, Paxsi offers, “I want 
you to know that I miss skipping rocks 
together, and I miss you, too.”

On Saturday, September 11 at 
1 pm, there will be an online artist 
talk for an opportunity to learn more 
about the exhibition, artists, curators, 
and artworks. Admission is free or by 
donation. To register, visit Oxygen’s 
website.

Oxygen Art Centre is an artist-run 
centre located at #3-320 Vernon Street, 
Nelson, via alleyway entrance. The 
exhibition will be open by appointment 
Wednesdays to Saturdays from 1 
to 5 pm. To book an appointment, 
visit Oxygen’s website or contact 
info@oxygenartcentre.org. Oxygen’s 
COVID-19 prevention protocols are 
posted on their website.

This exhibition is supported by 
Canada Council for the Arts and 
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance.
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Slightly wetter 
weather not enough to 
ease drought concerns
by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The provincial government says 
it will continue to maintain water 
restrictions across the southern 
interior as concerns about water 
supply grow with the continuing 
drought.

“Water scarcity remains an issue 
for most of the southern half of 
British Columbia even as cooler 
temperatures and rain have arrived,” 
said a release last week from the 
Province’s river forecasters.

That has several local watersheds 
set at level 5, the highest drought 
rating. A seven-day average of the 
Lardeau River near Marblehead 
showed it at only 59% of median 
flow. Humphries Creek near Trout 
Lake and Anderson Creek in Nelson 
were also at the highest warning 
level. Anderson Creek is one of the 
water sources for the City of Nelson.

Overall, the West Kootenay is set 
at drought level 4. The drought level 
system ranges from level 0 to 5 in 
British Columbia. Drought level 5 is 
the most severe, with adverse impacts 
to socioeconomic or ecosystem 
values almost certain.

Watersheds in the rest of the 
Valley Voice readership area are not 
quite as hard hit. The Slocan, Kaslo, 
and Duncan Rivers, and Kuskanax 
Creek in Nakusp are all at level 2 
drought conditions, with flow rates 
about 70-80% of normal. Enough rain 
has fallen in the mid Slocan Valley 
that Lemon Creek is actually at 129% 
of its median flow. 

(That same rain has caused water 
quality issues on nearby Trozzo and 
Winlaw creeks, however, prompting 
a boil-water recommendation last 
week from a local environmental 
monitoring group.)

Water conservation levels at 
RDCK-run water systems in Erickson 
and South Slocan were reduced from 
level 3 to level 2. Most other RDCK 
systems are also at that level.

Overall, the East Kootenay has 
normal water levels due to recent 
rains. It’s just the opposite in the 
west, where the Kettle River system 
has been at the most extreme rating 
for weeks.

And it’s not expected to get much 
better soon. 

“The dry conditions and water 
scarcity in the southwest Interior 
continue to intensify as precipitation 
systems are predicted to bypass 
these areas,” said an August 30 
news release. “The forecast slightly 
above-normal temperatures leading 
into the beginning of September will 
likely influence drought conditions 
as well.”

All water users in affected areas 
are asked to reduce their water use 
wherever possible and observe all 
watering restrictions from their local/
regional government, water utility 
provider or irrigation district.

The drought has also prompted 
the closure of many popular 
freshwater angling rivers in the 
region, especially south of Hwy 3A.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
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• Freezer Packs
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• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
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toasty warm on chilly mornings! 
We’re open every day.
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Kootenay Lake Local Conservation Fund 
Request for Proposals

The Kootenay Conservation Program (KCP) and Regional 
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) are seeking proposals for 
projects that will benefit conservation in the rural areas around 
Kootenay Lake, specifically Electoral Areas A, D, and E within 
the RDCK. 
The purpose of the Fund is to provide local financial support 
for important projects that will contribute to the conservation of 
our valuable natural areas. Kootenay Lake Local Conservation 
Fund (KLLCF) funding is available for conservation projects 
that result in the reduction to a known threat to biodiversity. The 
themes for the Fund are water conservation, wildlife and habitat 
conservation, and aquatic systems conservation.
Projects that are technically sound and effective, and provide 
value for money through partnerships with other funders 
will be given priority. Proponents must be a registered not-
for-profit organization, First Nation, or local government. 
Unqualified groups or organizations may partner with a qualified 
organization. A Technical Review Committee will review project 
proposals and make recommendations to the RDCK for final 
funding approval.
To apply for funding, go to https://kootenayconservation.ca/
kootenay-lake-local-conservation-fund/. Review the Terms of 
Reference (paying particular attention to Section 8 – Fund 
Design) and KLLCF Application Guide, and then apply using 
the application forms provided.
The closing date for project submissions is 4:30 pm PDT 
October 29, 2021. 
Project proposals must be delivered by email to 
 info@kootenayconservation.ca.  

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Library development

The next stage in the development 
of a new, multi-million-dollar library 
for the community is underway. The 
Kaslo and District Library board asked 
council to draw from the project’s 

Kaslo council, August 24: Money for library, water system, youth 
reserve fund to allow them to start 
detailed design work and develop 
more accurate cost estimates for the 
project.

“To have a better chance of success 
in a future intake, detailed design 
drawings and a class B cost estimate 
would be ideal,” staff advised council 
in a report. “Having these shows the 
grant funder that the project has been 
well thought out and has less risk of 
cost overruns and delays.”

The cost of drawing up the detailed 
design is unknown at this time, the 
report says, and the total cost depends 
on whether professionals in structural, 
energy and mechanical engineering 
will be needed in addition to architects 
and a quantity surveyor.

To free up the money requires a 
resolution of council and the written 
consent of the library board. While 
the library board has given its written 
consent to council for the withdrawal, 
the request has to be for a specific 
amount.

That request “should be based 
on a quote, proposal, or budget for 

the work” the staff report continues. 
They also recommended the library 
committee apply for matching grants 
from other agencies to put the money 
to best use.

Calling the request “premature,” 
staff still recommended council 
approve it, once they get an estimate.

Council passed a motion directing 
the Library Building Committee to 
report back with a budget for the 
project. 
KLIC gets rent break

Kaslo’s high-tech workspace and 
development hub experiment is getting 
a break from the Village for its space 
in the Kemball building. 

The Kootenay Lake Innovation 
Centre (KLIC) currently rents two 
rooms in the historic building, and 
has access to other unrented space, 
including the old courtroom. The group 
asked council if that arrangement could 
continue until they have sufficient 
membership or sublets to afford formal 
expansion in the building. 

While it hopes to attract new high-
tech ‘digital nomads’ and entrepreneurs 
to the area using the region’s world-
class internet connections as a drawing 
card, the shared workspace concept 
has suffered during the pandemic. 
The historic building is also in need 
of upgrades for the digital age – like 
air conditioning. 

Council is generally forbidden to 
support any one particular business, 
but the business co-work/incubator 
centre is a non-profit society that pays 
rents at the normal rates. And the co-
space experiment is seen as a priority 
in the Village’s strategic plan.

Council gave its okay to the 
plan, and KLIC can use the former 
courtroom as a shared space rent-free 
until the end of the year.

A Avenue update
Council is still waiting for the 

results of a study to see if an aging 
water pipe can be given new life with 
a clever new repair technology.

The 70-year-old A Avenue 
watermain connects downtown Kaslo 
to the Village’s water distribution 
system, and is well past its functional 
life. It leaks badly. 

But the Village has had no luck 
scoring infrastructure grants to pay 
for the $640,000 project. That’s why 
when they heard of a technique called 
pipe lining, and how it could save up 
to 70% of the cost of replacement, they 
decided to investigate.

The system inserts a long 
uninflated balloon of sorts into the 
pipe, then allows it to expand. The new 
inner lining seals old pipe.

But an inspection has to be done 
first to see if the new lining technology 
will work with the very decayed pipe. 
The engineering firm hired by the 
Village to oversee the project is now 
trying to get a camera survey done, 
council heard.

If the technique won’t work, 
council will have to do it the old-
fashioned way. Then they’ll have to 
decide to use up most of two large 
reserve funds (water reserve and gas 
tax funds) to pay for the project, or 
borrow money and cover it with new 
taxes.

Those decisions are still down 
the road.
New digs for youth

The Kaslo and Area Youth Council 
is going to get support for moving 
into a new location – the current 
Jazz Fest office. Council approved a 
$4,000 application to the Community 
Development Grant fund of the RDCK 
to help them move. The work will 

“ensure proper safety and visibility 
for our youth services and programs 
offered by North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services, Kaslo Youth 
Centre and Freedom Quest Youth 
Services,” the application says. The 
money will be used to tear down 
and rebuild some walls in their new 
space, install plumbing for a kitchen 
area, install kitchen cabinets and other 
improvements.

KAYC’s new landlord wrote a 
letter of support, said she had offered 
a long-term lease and pledged to match 
any funds raised by the group from the 
CDF grant.

“I think the location is ideal – 
keeping our youth right in the centre of 
our village where I hope they will feel 
seen, heard and an important part of 
our community,” said Rhonda Ruston.

The RDCK board will likely give 
the application its pro-forma approval 
at its September meeting. 
New pumps for water 
system

If a pump at the Village’s water 
treatment plant goes down, staff want 
to make sure they don’t have to wait 
months for a replacement.

Two pumps at the plant are 
reaching the end of their service life, 
staff reported to council. If they go 
down, the Village could find itself in 
big trouble.

“There is currently a three- to 
four-month lead time on manufacture 
and delivery of new pumps,” the 
report to council says. “The pumps 
are essential to the operation of the 
filtration system…”

Better to have the backups on 
order now, in case something goes 
wrong, staff recommended. Council 
voted to approve spending $29,850 
for the new pumps. 

submitted
The Kootenay Conservation 

Program (KCP), on behalf of the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
(RDCK), is now accepting proposals 
for the Kootenay Lake Local 
Conservation Fund (KLLCF). 

“The Kootenay Lake Local 
Conservat ion Fund provides 
an excellent  opportunity for 
organizations that need funding for 
local projects to help support fish and 
wildlife, habitat, and water values in 
the region,” says Juliet Craig, KCP 
program manager.

The KLLCF was established by 
the RDCK in 2014 by referendum. 
Property owners in Electoral Areas 
A, D and E pay a parcel tax of $15 

Kootenay Lake Local Conservation Fund accepting 2022 proposals
per parcel per year towards this 
dedicated fund, which provides 
financial support each year to local 
projects that help conserve and restore 
the area’s prized natural surroundings. 
From 2016 to 2020, the KLLCF 
disbursed 29 grants totalling nearly 
$400,000. This local investment 
has leveraged over three times this 
amount in external grants and in-kind 
support for the approved projects, not 
including land acquisitions, which 
raise this leveraged amount to 48 
times. 

In 2021, eight projects successfully 
received KLLCF funding: bat 
stewardship on private land through 
the Wildlife Conservation Society 
Canada; reducing grizzly bear conflict 
through Grizzly Bear Coexistence 
Solutions; restoration of the Harrop 
wetlands in Sunshine Bay Regional 
Park by the Friends of Kootenay 
Lake Stewardship Society; water 
monitoring of North Kootenay Lake 
by Living Lakes Canada; conservation 
of native pollinators including at-risk 
bumblebees and butterflies through 
the Kootenay Native Plant Society; 
conservation of western toads in 
the Fish and Bear Lakes area by the 
Valhalla Wilderness Society; habitat 
restoration for beavers along the 
Duncan Lardeau River floodplains 

through the BC Conservation 
Foundation; and acquiring the land 
surrounding Cottonwood Lake by 
the Cottonwood Lake Preservation 
Society.

KCP, which works in partnership 
with the RDCK to administer the 
KLLCF, is encouraging non-profit 
organizations and Indigenous 
communities operating in the 
participating areas to submit 
their funding proposals for 2022 
projects. Community groups and 
individuals can partner with an 
eligible organization to apply. The 
deadline for applications is 4:30 
pm PT on October 29, 2021. If you 
have a new project idea, it is highly 
recommended that you contact the 
KCP Program Manager prior to 
submitting an application to discuss 
your project idea.

Local conservation priorities 
were identif ied in a KLLCF 
guidance document that the RDCK 
commissioned in 2018. To learn 
more about the KLLCF, how to 
apply, and conservation priorities 
from the guidance document, visit 
kootenayconservation.ca/kootenay-
lake-local-conservation-fund/. 
Contact KCP Program Manager Juliet 
Craig at 250-352-2260 or juliet@
kootenayconservation.ca. 
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Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

313 Hwy 23, Nakusp 
250-265-7258

The Hungry Barber

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

HAVE YOU THOUGHT 
ABOUT FOSTERING OR 

ADOPTING A PET?
PALS NEEDS YOU!

When you adopt or foster through a reputable 
rescue agency, such as PALS, KAPP, or SPCA, 
your pet has been thoroughly health checked. 
You know what you’re getting. And PALS cov-
ers the cost of any food, litter, or medication 
needed. Your reward is the companionship and 
love from an animal in need. To find out more, 
call PALS today at 250-265-3792.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
New marina 
management?

Village staff have been directed to 
begin talks with a local entrepreneur 
interested in taking over management 
of the Village marina.

The Village assumed control 
of the marina in January, when the 
Nakusp Boat Launch Society folded 
after 40 years of running the facility.

But marina management’s not 
really a core function of municipal 
government, and the Village put out 
a public notice looking for anyone 
interested in operating the facility.

They heard back from Grant 
Smith, a Nakusp landowner who says 
he’s interested. 

“My intention is to acquire 
the Nakusp Marina and develop 
the facility to attract boat owners/
enthusiasts to our area,” he wrote in 
an introductory note. “The operation 
will continue as a marina with the 
idea of promoting to not only local 
residents but attracting long-term 
moorage patrons from resorts outside 
of our area.”

The talks are still very much in 
the earliest stages, and no real issues 

Nakusp council, August 23: Village to enter talks on possible marina takeover
have been settled.

“At this  point ,  there are 
numerous questions that require 
further discussion and exploration,” 
says a staff report. “These initial 
discussions will be preliminary to 
determine whether the venture is 
manageable… there will be many 
factors to be discussed and included 
in the resulting legal contract.”

Those would include such 
things as a guarantee the marina 
would remain open to the public, 
operating as a marina; clarification 
of responsibilities and expectations, 
and what would happen to assets 
(investments) after whatever term 
they agree to is up.

Council directed staff to work 
with Smith and report back.
No thirsty vegetables

Council passed a motion at this 
meeting to ensure it was clear that 
hand-watering of vegetable gardens 
would be allowed for the rest of the 
year.

The Village tweaked its water 
conservation bylaw last month to 
align better with provincial water 
drought levels.

“Unfortunately, the language 
in the different sections in the 

amendment contradicts itself and 
leads to confusion regarding what 
is allowed and when,” says a staff 
report.

Council  passed a motion 
explicitly stating that hand-watering 
of vegetable gardens and flower 
gardens be permitted for the duration 
of the 2021 season while under 
water conservation restrictions “in 
recognition of the lack of clarity 
provided in the bylaw wording.”

Staff will also bring a better-
written version of the water bylaw 
back to council later this year for 
adoption.
Tax exemptions passed

Two more community groups 
will be given tax exemptions for the 
next three years.

The Village can give property 
tax exemptions to charitable, 
philanthropic, athletic, service clubs, 
or other not-for-profit groups. 

The Arrow Lakes Caribou 
Society will get an exemption for 
the caribou pen located on the bench 
above the Hot Springs, worth about 
$1,402 annually, and the Arrowtarian 
Senior Citizens Society will get an 
exemption for its phase 3 housing 
project at 216 7th Ave NW, estimated 

at $1,737. 
“Both applications meet all 

required criteria to receive a 
permissive tax exemption and the 
requests fit within the allowable 
limit established in the Village’s 
permissive tax exemption policy,” 
says a staff report.

The cost of permissive tax 
exemptions gets passed on to the 
remaining taxpayers. The average 
single family dwelling will see an 
increase of $2.79 annually to make 
up for lost taxation revenue from 
granting these exemptions.

C o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d  t h e 
exemptions. A bylaw will be drawn 
up to make the tax breaks official.
Outstanding projects 

Village staff say the work that’s 
expected of them right now is 
unmanageable, and council has to 
hold a workshop to set its priorities.

Staff presented council with a 
list of nearly 60 projects that are 
underway, ongoing, or planned for 
coming months. And it’s not even a 
comprehensive list yet. 

“The Village of Nakusp has 
a very small management staff 
who coordinate these projects with 
support from the other Village staff,” 

wrote acting CAO Linda Tynan. “For 
the past number of years, there have 
been two individuals comprising 
the management team (CAO and 
Director of Finance).”

The report notes a Director of 
Operations has been added to the 
team, and a consulting company 
contracted to assist with some 
subdivision applications.

But the work load – which 
includes things as varied as planning 
for an experimental biomass plant, 
coming up with a short-term rental 
policy, working with a community 
group to build a new stage in the 
park, to developing a master water 
plan – is just too much, and cracks 
are beginning to show.

“Some of the projects have been 
delayed due to the lack of time/
capacity to issue well-written Tender 
documents, Request for Proposals 
and other necessary documents,” 
the report says. “Others have been 
overlooked as there has not been a 
robust tracking system in place to 
monitor and follow up with project 
scheduling.”

There is a need to prioritize 
and develop workplans based on 
the outstanding work, the report 
concludes.

Council took the draft document 
in as information, and staff promise 
to provide a complete list for council 
to consider at its September meeting.

“Once the list is complete, staff 
will work on proposed workplans 
and priorities,” it says. “At that 
time, it is recommended that council 
should plan a priority workshop to 
re-evaluate priorities based on staff 
capacity.”

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village of Nakusp is going 
to receive help from the provincial 
government to make its application 
process for building new homes and 
other construction projects faster 
and simpler.

The Village has received a 
$59,000 grant to support its zoning 
bylaw and development process 
review, which is now underway. The 
money from the Province will allow 
the Village to make its development 

Revamp of Nakusp’s development process moves into high gear
process a lot clearer.

“Hopefully the public is going 
to understand the process more 
easily,” says Linda Tynan, Nakusp’s 
acting chief administrative officer. 
“There will be more information 
on what is involved; there will be 
things like checklists… so it’s going 
to be smoother. So hopefully we’ll 
see improved clarity, speed and 
effectiveness when somebody wants 
to rezone, subdivide or whatever 
development they want to do.”

“Development applications are at 

a very high level right now and the 
processes have not changed much 
over the years.”

The Village was one of 43 local 
governments sharing $15 million to 
“help people get the homes they need 
built faster and support economic 
recovery,” the Province said in a 
press release. The Province wants 
to see municipalities implement best 
practices and develop innovative 
ways to support non-profit housing 
organizations, developers and other 
stakeholders.

For Nakusp, that means, among 
other things, revamping bylaws, 
and developing materials for 
would-be builders to understand 
the bureaucratic process. It will also 
see changes to zoning regulations 
to eliminate the need for hearings 
for simple variances, like building 
setbacks, Tynan told the Valley Voice.

“If you talk to people in the 
community, they’ll say they put 
an application in and sometimes it 
appears to get stuck or delayed. I 
think this is just good timing for this 
village.”

The Vi l lage  has  a l ready 
contracted out the project to a 
consulting company called Urban 
Systems. They started the zoning 
bylaw review earlier this summer. 
Forest fire season put any public 
consultation on hiatus, but that 
should begin over the coming weeks, 
says Tynan.

“Public engagement is a big part 
of it, because we are incorporating 
the zoning bylaw into the project,” 
she says, noting details of the public 
engagement can be found on the 
Village website. 

The project has to be completed 
by summer 2023, though most of the 
work should be done in the next six 
months, Tynan estimates.

The Province says its ultimate 
goal is to build essential housing 
for people around the province as 
the economy recovers from the 
pandemic.

“Local governments play a critical 
role in making sure the housing 
people need in their communities is 
built quickly and meets local needs,” 
said Josie Osborne, Minister of 
Municipal Affairs. “…Together, the 
Province, local governments, housing 
providers and builders can find 
solutions that support more affordable 
housing for everyone in BC.”

by Jan McMurray
Corporal Tom Gill is the new 

head of the Nakusp and New Denver 
RCMP detachments.

Born and raised in Armstrong, 
Gill studied forestry at Selkirk 
College in Castlegar and then worked 
in forestry in the Edgewood-Lumby 
area for 21 years before becoming a 

Corporal Tom Gill has recently taken over as head of the Nakusp and New Denver RCMP detachments.

New corporal takes command of Nakusp and New Denver RCMP detachments
police officer.

“I always wanted to be a police 
officer, but when I came out of high 
school in 1985, I wasn’t bilingual and 
hiring was at a minimum,” he said.

In March 2008, he went to 
Regina for training as an RCMP 
officer. He has had three postings 
before coming to Nakusp – in Port 

Alberni, Sicamous and the Nass 
Valley.

“I applied for the position here 
because I am familiar with the area 
and I believe I’m better suited for 
small communities.”

Gill arrived about two weeks 
ago. “People are very welcoming and 
enjoy engaging in conversation when 
I’ve been out on foot patrol,” he said.

Gill says he expects his members 
to be out on foot patrol and be active 
participants in the communities. 
“In the policing world, it takes the 
community to help you police. If 
we’re active participants in the 
community, people will naturally 
help out.”

Gill says working with the youth 
is also a priority for him. “School 
interaction will be one of the focuses 
of our detachments.”

A concern for Gill is the amount 
of online and telephone fraud in 
the area. “If you get a request for 
money or personal information over 
the internet or phone, always ask 
someone else before agreeing to it,” 
he said.

Gill is an avid outdoorsman. He 
enjoys hiking, fishing, cycling and 
motorcycling.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Now Open Every Day!
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Sunday 11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver 

250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

GARAGE SALE

FOR SALE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 
for details

CLASSIFIED ADS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

NOTICES

HEALTH
HELP WANTED

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

MUSIC LESSONS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
What an amazing opportunity to live your 
dream and own your own business. Become 
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and 
a quaint building on the main street of 
New Denver. The newspaper business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 

while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self-Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every 
Friday in downtown New Denver – 9:30am 
to 1pm. This gem of a market offers a 
bounty of local produce, food products, 
flowers, herbs and handmade artisan 
wares. Find us on facebook for weekly 
vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com
ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com, www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
ca 

DAVE SCHONBERG Celebration of 
Life – Please note change of location. If 
you would like to help celebrate Dave’s 
life, please join us outdoors in Vimy Park, 
Saturday, September 11 at 2 pm. Come and 
share your stories.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY in Kaslo. 
Prime location. October 1. 250-353-2130. 
No texting.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
MERITXELL BOOKS, NAKUSP 
has SUCKERPUNCHED - A Woman’s 
Experiences as a Log Scaler by Lois 
Wood. Arrow Lakes logging told with 110+ 
photos and illustrations. Or online at books.

friesenpress.com (find it by searching by 
title or author).

NUMEROUS TOOLS of all types, 
household, collectibles, much more. Sept 
18 & 19, 9 am-4 pm. 512 Springer Street, 
Slocan.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! 
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais 
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-551-
8505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.
YOGA WITH MARTHA at Bindu 
Community Studio in Winlaw. Gentle Hatha 
Yoga. Meditation. Monday and Wednesday 
mornings at 9:15. For more information 
call/text 250-882-1362. www.ravensperch.
co or bindustudio.ca
TAKING TIME FOR YOURSELF with 
Jikiden Reiki - a traditional hands-on energy 

healing art from Japan that supports our 
body’s natural healing ability. Reiki reduces 
anxiety, stress, pain and strengthens the 
immune system. Krestova/Crescent Valley 
with sliding-scale cost. Warmly Anja (778 
583 2433).

SPECTRUM HOME & FAMILY CARE 
is hiring personal support workers in 
the Nakusp, Slocan Valley and Kaslo 
areas. Send resume and cover letter to 
employment@spectrumcares.ca.
67-YEAR-OLD MAN from New Denver 
area looking for home care, part time. 250-
358-2756.
WEEKLY HOUSE CLEANER wanted 
in New Denver. Please call 778-583-2782.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-
551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New 
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
ACA (ADULT CHILDREN OF 
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mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Store Hours 9am – 5pm 

Monday- Friday.  
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

  River Bardati
  250-354-9535

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca 

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching 
• Water Lines • Land Improvement 

• Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

COMMUNITY

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

PETS

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

September 17,
2021

It pays to advertise in 
the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for details 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

WANTED

SERVICES

ALCOHOLICS / Dysfunctional Families) 
anonymous group in Nakusp. Call or text 
250-686-0567 for more information. www.
adultchildren.org
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-7760. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for all the things taken from the 
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures 
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign 
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air 
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow 
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass, 
and numerous other things. Please return, 
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for people who have witnessed: 
heavy machinery driving on our septic 
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our 
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel 
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
BIGFOOT INN would like to thank you for 
coming forward with so much information 

and all the supporting emails. We’re looking 
forward to serving the area again one day.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

HOMESITE FOR SALE  on land 
cooperative in Little Slocan Valley. See 
https://EcoProperty.ca/987695. Only 
$128,000 for two cabins on just under four 
acres of land with established gardens, 
two sheds and a greenhouse. leela.kapel@
gmail.com

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR LARGE SHOP or 
covered space for Rent/Lease in New 
Denver/Silverton area. Prefer 14’ door and 
high ceiling to fit RVs for my RV Repair 
business. Alpenglow RV Services 250-
551-8605.

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
WILL PAY CASH for old Harley Indian 
motorcycles, old cars, old metal signs, gas 
pumps and 1960s to 1972 Ford Broncos. 
Call 1-778-694-5724.

REAL ESTATE

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

submitted
International touring band and 

Western Canadian Music Award 
winners ‘Sweet Alibi’ will play the 
finale of the Kaslo Summer Music 
Series on Friday September 17 from 5 
to 7pm at Vimy Park gazebo in Kaslo. 
Known for their three-part harmonies, 
they blend their soulful voices with 
the sincerity of folk and the foot-
stomping energy of roots. Their music 
has garnered national accolades with 
songs on the CBC Radio 2 top 20, 
national charts.

The band’s show culminates 
what has been a wildly successful 
summer-long series of free concerts 
in Kaslo that has brought back the 
joy and excitement of live music to 
the West Kootenay. The project has 

Winnipeg folk/roots sensation to close out Kaslo music series
been a partnership of the Langham 
Cultural Centre and the Kootenay Lake 
Innovation Centre (KLIC).

“The series has really exceeded 
all our expectations,” says Langham 
Executive Director Paul Grace-
Campbell. “We knew that with all 
the restrictions of the pandemic there 
would be an appetite for folks to come 
out and hear live music again, but 
we’ve been happily surprised with 
all the strong and positive response. 
People have really needed this!”

The series has thus far produced 
14 shows that have drawn nearly 
2,000 total people, with an average 
audience of about 150 people (ranging 

from 50 to 350 people depending on 
the artist, venue and musical genre), 
all while following COVID protocols 
and providing a safe space for folks 
to ‘boogie in your bubble’ and enjoy 
community live music.

The series has showcased the 
wide variety of musical styles being 

continued on page 22
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

RECYCLING

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199 ACCOMODATIONS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE

MASSAGE

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca “Experience that Moves”

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca

250-365-9640
Proud to serve the 

Slocan 
Valley!

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Wayne M. 
Jacobsen

January 7, 1941 – 
August 19, 2021

Our Family is sad to have lost 
a husband, a father and grandfather 
and great grandfather at the age of 
80. He is survived by his loving 
wife Connie, his son Bret and his 2 
daughters Christina (Shayne) Morin 
and Sherri (Dean) Walthers. Four 
grand children Jerod Jacobsen, Sarah 
(Tyler) Wagner, Tayler Walthers and 
Cierra (Quaid) Ondzik. Two great 
grandchildren Drayden and Paxton 
Wagner.

Wayne was predeceased by his Parents Martin and Edna Jacobsen 
and his brother Ken Jacobsen.

The Family would like to thank the Doctors and Nurses at the Arrow 
Lakes Hospital, Kelowna General Hospital and The Vernon Jubilee 
Hospital for taking care of Wayne.

A Celebration of Life will be held in the future. 

played in the West Kootenay – from 
contemplative acoustic singer-
songwriters to wild electric funk, DJ, 
disco and everything in between. 

“We hope there has been something 
to please all music lovers in the 
area,” says Jean-Marc Laflamme, 
head of KLIC, and the principal co-
coordinator of the series along with 
Grace-Campbell. “We’ve tried hard to 
have a diversity of high-quality bands – 
and I think we’ve accomplished that.”

The project has received funding 
support and sponsorship and assistance 
from the Village of Kaslo, BC Arts 
Council, Creative BC, Columbia 
Basin Trust, Columbia Power, and 
FortisBC. Community volunteers and 
technicians have been essential to the 
project, including Dave Ronald, Hunter 
Stanway, Jazzy Jo, Kevin John, John 
Cathro, Brayden East, the board at 

KLIC, and Chris Cullen for providing 
equipment all summer long. 

“A big thank you to everyone who 
has participated, and to everyone who 
came out and enjoyed the music and 
donated to the musicians. It’s been a 
great project, and we are grateful to 
the community,” says Grace-Campbell.

Winnipeg folk/roots sensation to close out Kaslo music series
The series concludes with two 

more shows in September. The Nelson-
based indie-folk duo Rumour Mill will 
play at the Kemball Building courtyard 
on Saturday, September 11 from 4 to 
6 pm. And then Sweet Alibi sweeps 
into town for a special finale on Friday 
September 17 from 5 to 7 pm. 

The Kaslo Summer Music Series wraps up with a concert by Sweet Alibi on September 17 at Vimy Park.

continued from page 21
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Open Wednesday – Sunday
Admission is only $5, Children under 12 may enter for free!

by Jan McMurray
T h e  B C  W i l d l i f e 

Federation and the West Arm 
Outdoors Club are getting 
impatient with the slow 
recovery of the fishery in 
Kootenay Lake. They are 
urging fishers to contact the 
government, calling for more 
action to bring the lake back 
into balance.

“Kootenay Lake was 
world-renowned for sport 
fishery for decades because 
of the 15- to 25-pound 
Gerrard rainbow trout. Just 
like everybody else, I don’t 
want to fish for a two-pound 
trout anymore,” says Harvey 
Andrusak in a press release 
issued by the BC Wildlife 
Federation (BCWF) and the 
West Arm Outdoors Club 
(WAOC). Andrusak is the 
former director of fisheries 
for the Province of BC, past 
president of BCWF and 
member of WAOC.

The press release says 
scientists and experts agree 
that the collapse of the 
kokanee in Kootenay Lake 
has led to much smaller 
Gerrard rainbow and bull 
trout. The trouts’ main prey 
is kokanee, and kokanee 
numbers have been at historic 
lows since 2014.

“The West Arm Outdoors 
C l u b  r e m a i n s  d e e p l y 
concerned that kokanee 
recovery is moving too 

The predator-prey imbalance in Kootenay Lake could be fixed faster if more concrete actions are taken by government, 
say BC Wildlife Federation and West Arm Outdoors Club.
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Kootenay Lake fishery is taking too long to recover, says BC’s former director of fisheries
slowly,” says Gord Grunerud, 
c lub pres ident .  “After 
nearly ten years there has 
been no appreciable change 
to kokanee numbers. The 
science-based solution is at 
hand: reduce the predators 
to the point that kokanee 
survival in the lake starts to 
increase.”

WAOC is doing its part 
to reduce predator numbers. 
The club secured funding to 
launch the Kootenay Lake 
Angler Incentive Program, 
where fishers who submit 
their trout heads to local 
depots are eligible for prizes. 
In 2020, the program’s first 
year, over 11,000 trout heads 
were entered.

However, WAOC says 
the angler incentive program 
is only part of the solution 
and that the government has 
to do much more. Andrusak 
says Kootenay Lake can be 
brought back into balance 
within a few years if the 
successful fishery recovery 
program in Lake Pend Oreille, 
Idaho is used as a model. He 
says it took just six years to 
bring Lake Pend Oreille back 
into balance, using angler 
incentive programs as well 
as gill netting and trapping of 
trout, and yearly egg planting 
to increase kokanee.

T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Forests, Lands, Natural 
Resource Operations and 

Rural Development reports 
that they have evaluated 
and implemented many 
t e c h n i q u e s  t o  r e d u c e 
predators over the last six 
years, including trapping and 
other bull trout reductions on 
several spawning systems; 
changing angling regulations, 
now the most liberal in the 
Province for a large lake at 
five rainbow trout per day 
and an additional three bull 
trout per day; opening new 
areas to fishing (north end 
of Kootenay Lake, Duncan 
River); closing the kokanee 
fishery; collaborating with 
BCWF on the Kootenay Lake 
Angler Incentive Program; 
doing a study currently that 
includes reward tags of $100; 
and planting kokanee eggs 
when spawners are low. The 
ministry says more than 
120 million eggs have been 
planted since 2015, and more 
are planned for this year.

Actions by the ministry 
were informed by local data, 
literature, Kootenay Lake 
Advisory Team advice, and 
the work done on the Pend 
Oreille, they say, but point 
out that the Lake Pend Oreille 
situation is a bit different from 
Kootenay Lake’s. In Lake 
Pend Oreille, the predator 
was non-native lake trout, so 
they weren’t concerned about 
conserving the trout for future 
populations. In Kootenay 

Lake, Gerrard and bull trout 
are native and very important 
to the fishery. “It is therefore 
important to retain sufficient 
abundance to assure future 
persistence,” the ministry 
said.

This doesn’t seem to be 
a big concern, though, as 
ongoing ministry studies show 
that both Gerrard and bull trout 
are resilient to overfishing.

“The current ecosystem 
in Kootenay Lake appears to 
be out of balance, with the 
balance tilted too far to the 
predators. Unfortunately, we 
don’t know what the tipping 
point will be where balance 
returns to the ecosystem 
and kokanee survival rate 
increases… We need to 
continue harvesting predators 
until we hit that tipping point,” 
says the Province’s January 
2021 Kootenay Lake Kokanee 
Recovery Update. 

The update says that 
once the lake’s ecosystem 
is balanced, “a long-term 
approach to harvesting trout 
will likely involve some 
balance between releasing fish 
and harvest. It is likely that the 
populations and the trophy 

fishery are more resilient 
to overharvest than we had 
thought before the kokanee 
collapse happened in 2014.”

BCWF and WAOC are 
urging fishers to contact 
Katrine Conroy, Minister 

of Forests, Lands, Natural 
Resource Operations and 
Rural Development, to “call 
for concrete action on further 
removal of predators and 
regular planting of kokanee 
eggs in spawning channels.”



The Valley Voice   September 9, 2021   24 COMMUNITY

Chomper
August 25, 2021 was a very sad 

day when the Village of New Denver’s 
favourite dog passed instantly when 
she ran into a moving car in the back 
alley near the cabin she shared with 
Al. 

Watching Chomper prancing up 
the street with her “dad” on their daily 
walk to his morning coffee at Glacier 
View Service was sure to put a smile 
in the heart of everyone who saw 
them. Her demeanor clearly broadcast, 
“Hey, it’s a good day - going up for a 
coffee and visit with the locals at the 
garage with my dad.” She was SO 
cute in every way. She will be missed 
by all the children in the village and 
the folks who drop off bottles at the 

back alley bottle dropoff. For about 10 years, she and Al were inseparable, 
going on many adventures in the mountains picking mushrooms and berries 
and treeing bears. She treed a few bears in the village, too. Al always knew 
where she was except when she disappeared to the neighbours’ places to 
get her daily ration of cookies. She was deeply loved by all who knew her. 

All dogs are devoted to their humans, but this was a devotion that was 
remarkable. Al appreciates the kindness shown by all the villagers who will 
miss her and understand the magnitude of his loss.

In our last issue, we introduced most 
of the candidates in the ridings in the 
Valley Voice coverage area. The People’s 
Party of Canada (PPC) candidates for the 
South Okanagan-West Kootenay riding 
(which includes the Slocan and Arrow 
Lakes Valleys, minus the Edgewood 
area) and Kootenay-Columbia riding 
(which includes Kaslo and Area D) did 
not respond in time for our last issue, so 
we are introducing them in this issue.

Sean Taylor, PPC, 
South Okanagan West 

Kootenay

Background
For the past 25 years, I have been a 

firefighter, paramedic, registered nurse 
and a soldier. I have served my country 
and every community I have lived in 
since I was a young man. I feel honoured 
to be a member of the PPC, and I view 
this as my next form of service, the most 
important yet. 
Priorities

Canada is at a critical junction 
in its history. We live in an era of an 
unprecedented amount of disinformation. 
Through financial incentives and political 
correctness, our domestic media has been 
weaponized against Canadians. If you 
don’t believe me, I have one question for 
you: Is your observed reality congruent 

Meet the PPC candidates for South Okanagan-West 
Kootenay and Kootenay-Columbia

with what you are seeing on the news? 
I have been an ER nurse for the last 16 
years, and I can tell you, what you are 
seeing on the news and what I am seeing 
at work are two completely different 
things. You are being misled.

To some of you, this may sound 
crazy. It was Mark Twain who told 
us: “It is easier to fool someone than 
convince them that they’ve been fooled.” 
Unfortunately, that’s the task we’ve been 
given. I say “we,” because this is on 
us. Average Canadians have abdicated 
their responsibility to participate in the 
governing of our nation. By not paying 
attention, this war of incrementalism 
being waged against us for the last 
several decades has brought us to the 
precipice. I get it. Politics is gross. It’s 
filled with narcissists and sociopaths. 
It’s meant to be gross; that keeps people 
like you and me out. Recognition of this 
threat however, compels us to act.

The People’s Party of Canada 
is built on three principals: personal 
responsibility, individual freedom, and 
respect and fairness. Have you ever 
experienced a time when there existed a 
greater need for personal accountability 
than now?

Sarah Bennett, PPC, 
Kootenay-Columbia

Background
I am a brand developer, self-taught 

and self-employed for the last 20 years. 
My passion for politics began in high 
school, as co-head of the political affairs 
club at Havergal College in Toronto. 
I had the opportunity to meet several 
premiers and a prime minister at an early 
age, and it helped me realize politicians 
are only human.

I went to McGill University and 
graduated with a BA in political science. I 
migrated to the Columbia Valley in 2002, 
having had a taste of mountain life in the 
1990s with a year spent at Panorama 
Resort post university.

I ran for town council in 2005 in 
Invermere and served one term as a 
town councillor. I have always been an 
advocate for responsible governance that 
balances fiscal, social, environmental 
priorities. 
Priorities

I believe in sovereignty at both 
the national and individual levels. I 
stand for the freedoms outlined in the 
Canadian charter and am staunchly 
opposed to any form of health apartheid 
or pervasive digital identity mandate. I 
believe that politics should be motivated 
by solid, transparent values, which is 
why I so strongly support the PPC. 
For democracy to work, it must be 
participatory and it must encourage 
rigorous dialogue. Kootenay Columbia 
is a stunning part of Canada, a place 
where so many like-minded people live 
and enjoy the freedom of nature and 
the solace of backcountry excursions. I 
am standing up with the People’s Party 
of Canada to encourage more citizen 
engagement in the political process, 
to increase the breadth of dialogue, to 
spread awareness of the threat to our 
liberties and to defend the lifestyle 
Kootenay folk love so much.


