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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The committee choosing this 

Giving couple chosen as Kaslo Citizens of the Year
year’s Kaslo Citizen of the Year 
couldn’t decide between two people, 
so they split the difference and chose 

both.
While two people have been 

selected before, Anne and Stu Heard 

are the first couple to ever be given 
the honour.

The pair were given their award 
in front of about 50 people at Kaslo’s 
128th birthday party, held on Friday, 
August 13.

“This year,  the selection 
committee received over 30 
individual nominations for eight 
different people, and any one of 
them would have been an excellent 
choice,” said Mayor Suzan Hewat. 
“They had to make the decision and 
upon reading the letters, the choice 
became very clear.”

The Heards were chosen for their 
ongoing work volunteering for and 
leading community activities, from 
the Kaslo Concert Society to the 
Celtic Country Band and English 
Country Dance group.

T h e y  a r e  a l s o  a c t i v e 
environmental stewards, and support 
local birding, the Kaslo Community 
Garden Club, Kaslo Climate Action 
Team and the Kaslo Outdoor 

Recreation and Trails Society.
“We were almost unable to 

present the Citizen of the Year 2021 
award in person, but to a family 
member,” commented Hewat at 
the presentation. “This is because 
our recipient was doing what they 
love to do. They were across the 
lake volunteering at the Northwest 
Wilderness Society Fry Creek Camp, 
so we thought they couldn’t be here 
to receive the award in person.”

If that wasn’t enough, the couple 
contribute to the Kaslo & District 
Public Library board, annual Polar 
Bear Swim and local Scouts troupe.

The Heards did make it to the 
event, however, and were presented 
with a plaque and flowers from the 
Village and Chamber of Commerce.
Pearson remembered

Hewat also made special 
mention at the ceremony of another 
nominee. Murray Pearson died 
last year after many years of 
significant contributions to the sports 
community, the library and other 
organizations in Kaslo. 

“Murray lived with quiet 
integrity, true to his beliefs, and 
he gave so generously of the most 
precious commodity – his time,” she 
said. “We miss you Murray!”

Pearson has also been honoured 
by having the ballpark renamed 
after him. 

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 
for details

Anne & Stu Heard are Kaslo’s Citizens of the Year. Mayor Hewat presents them with their plaque.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Area directors in the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay say 
they want to know what’s being 
done to improve turnaround times for 
processing building permits.

At the meeting of the Rural 
Affairs Committee on August 18, 
Area A Director Garry Jackman said 
he has been hearing complaints from 
contractors and homeowners about 
delays in processing permits.

RDCK building permit frustrations boil over
“I fully understand it is not 

business as usual,” he said. “So 
when you are under stress, are there 
some ways to streamline, are there 
impediments to efficiency and can 
the board do something to help staff?”

RDCK officials say they’ve 
seen record numbers of permits and 
activity, and have done 600 more 
inspections this year compared 
to 2020 – and the department is 
short-staffed. The turnaround time 
for permits varies from six to eight 

weeks, which is a bit shorter than 
earlier this year.

Building Manager Chris Gainham 
noted the wait time in Abbotsford is 
16 weeks, is 12 weeks for Surrey, and 
eight weeks for Fernie.

“We’re all trying to get on top 
of it, and are looking for ways to be 
more efficient and more effective 
while still delivering good service,” 
said Gainham.
‘Out-and-out baffling’

There are several problems 
behind the backlog, Jackman said, 
including staff departures, more 
complicated inspection standards 
and training requirements, and a 50% 
increase in applications received.

Jackman said there’s an urgent 
need to address the problem, as 
homeowners and builders face 
monthly increases in the costs of 
labour and materials.

“Owners are worried,” he 
said. “And we are hearing from 
contractors. They have fixed 

overhead – machinery, tools. The 
bills are ongoing, whether there is 
cash flow or not… and interrupting 
cash flow with building permit issues 
is creating some issues that I believe 
will cause some sabre-rattling in the 
short term.”

One example of problems from 
the RDCK end is redundant or 
unnecessary comments on permits 
that can take time and money for 
contractors or homeowners to clear 
off.

“I see a stamp on a drawing 
here that says, ‘no parking adjacent 
to house,’” said Jackman, citing a 
specific example he said had him 
‘scratching his head.’

“‘PN to review any surcharge for 
foundation for parking area,’” he said 
the stamp read. “Is that note on every 
document everywhere? ‘No parking 
next to house’?”

While he said there were some 
useful inspector notes on building 
drawings, he cited others that had 
unnecessary comments or call-outs to 
well-established code requirements.

“They go on and on. The notes 
and the time to put them out on the 
documents is baffling me. Out-and-
out baffling me,” he said. “This 
amount of effort for motherhood 
comments on drawings is perhaps 
misdirected. Let our staff focus.”
Involving municipalities

Local municipal governments that 
hire the RDCK to do their building 
inspections were not at the meeting, as 
the Rural Affairs Committee is made 
up of RDCK rural area directors only, 
not municipal directors. 

Area D Director Aimee Watson 
said they should be part of the 
conversation, and suggested they 
be invited to the RAC meeting in 
September to give their views on 
the issue.

“The amount of stuff I am getting 
about building itself is phenomenal, 
and a lot of it is sitting with the 

Village of Kaslo,” she said. “The 
Village themselves are having a lot 
of problems, so I think this is a really 
in-depth conversation and I’d like us 
to be more prepared for it.”

Staff said that would work, but 
asked for two week’s notice on any 
questions to give them time to prepare 
answers.

“ I t ’s  i m p e r a t i v e  i n  t h i s 
circumstance this not be done on the 
fly,” said RDCK Manager of Building 
Development John Southam. “If 
we’re going to be expected to answer 
questions put forward by some 
18 participants, it’s reasonable for 
the department to expect the 18 
participants… put forward their 
questions well in advance, so we have 
time to respond.

“And we’re not kind of roasted, 
shall we say.”
Testy exchange

Southam added he heard the 
frustration in Jackman’s voice and he 
wanted “to move away from where 
we have exasperated directors and 
we instead have factual responses.” 

The comment rankled Jackman.
“I’m not commenting out of 

exasperation or frustration,” he 
said. “I’m commenting on behalf 
of builders and residents, who are 
seeing mounting costs, and I want 
fast and efficient rectification of any 
roadblocks, inefficiencies, diversions, 
and unnecessary information. 

“This has to be as business-like 
as it can possibly get,” he continued. 
“It matters to our economy. It should 
not be characterized as exasperation. 
It should be characterized as a very 
business-like operation and Manager 
Southam, I hope you appreciate that 
to the core.”

“I’m not sure how to respond to 
that,” said Southam after a pause. 
“Let’s say I hear you.” 

The matter will come back to the 
September Rural Affairs Committee 
meeting.
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by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The head of Arrow and 
Slocan Lakes Community 
Services says it’s the end of 
an era, as his non-profit shuts 
down the transit wing of its 
operation after 20 years.

ASLCLS’ service contract 
with BC Transit ends on 
October 1 of this year. 

“We were the small 
guy, kind of not being able 
to compete anymore with 
the larger groups,” says 
ASLCS  Director Tim Payne, 
explaining why the contract 
ended.

ASLCS operated more 
than 15 buses and managed 
routes between Castlegar, 
Nakusp, New Denver, Kaslo, 
and the Slocan, in Creston, 
and in and around Nelson for 

more than two decades. The 
company operated out of a 
yard in Nelson.

But Payne says they could 
also see which way the wind 
was blowing in the transit 
industry – towards a more 
regionalized service with 
bigger operators.

“Honestly, we were kind 
of the ‘poor cousin,’” he says. 
“In the transit industry, we 
were one of the non-profits 
that didn’t have the same 
kind of infrastructure to work 
with, unlike some of the larger 
ones.” 

He said the writing was 
on the wall this April, when 
their Creston contract ended. 
BC Transit gave ALSCS six 
months’ notice they would be 
ending their Kootenay West 
contract early as well, on 

‘Small guy’ ALSCS squeezed out as BC Transit moves to larger providers
October 1.

“In conversation with 
Transit, what they were 
looking at is the whole 
regionalization process, and 
we are the little guy in the 
picture,” says Payne. “As 
a non-profit, we knew we 
weren’t going to be able to 
compete when the contract 
came up next spring.”

When ALSCS’s contract 
in Creston ended, NextGen 
(formerly Trail Transit) took 
over those routes. Payne says 
his non-profit was prepared 
to work to the end of their 
contract for the rest of the West 
Kootenay routes – but BC 
Transit had other ideas.

“ We  w e r e  k i n d  o f 
surprised by the change in the 
plans,” admits Payne. “We 
knew we weren’t doing it past 

next spring, and made some 
concessions around that… 
so it surprised us when they 
changed to moving forward 
as soon as they did.”

Payne says he and his staff 
are still trying to determine the 
impact the end of the contract 
will have on the Nakusp-based 
community services agency. 
While direct programming 
won’t  be  affec ted ,  the 
Transit contract did help 
support accounting and other 
management services. 

“It will be a big change, 
a big impact financially,” he 
says. “We will be fine, we’ll 
be OK, but it’ll be a change 
for us.”

One program that won’t 
be affected is the weekly 
Wednesday medical bus from 
Nakusp to Kelowna, which 
Payne says is operated by 
ASLCS independently.

For its part, BC Transit 
officials said the agreement 
with the new carrier “is 
expected to improve service 
in the region while providing 
a greater investment in the 
maintenance, training and 
management of the transit 
system.”

“BC Transit would like to 
thank Arrow & Slocan Lakes 
Community Services for their 
years of operating our service 
in Kootenay Lake West,” the 
Crown corporation said in a 
written statement.

The NextGen contract will 
be in place until March 2024. 
Payne wishes them well.

“Knowing our clientele, 
that was really our strong suit,” 

said Payne. “Where we really 
shine is our customer service. 
Because we look at it in terms 
of a non-profit organization, 
it’s not an ‘all business’ sort 
of thing.

“So we did have pretty 
good personal contacts with 
the passengers, and hopefully 
that service can be the same 
for them, that they won’t see a 
change in that service.”

by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Transit riders in the West 
Kootenay will be seeing some 
changes to service over the 
next few years.

BC Transit got its stamp of 
approval from local politicians 
on plans for improving public 
transportation in the West 
Kootenay at the August board 
meeting of the RDCK.

The board  passed a 
motion accepting the Crown 
corporation’s Transit Future 
Plan for the area, as well 
as receiving an update on 
upcoming changes to the 
service.

BC Transit Government 
Relations Manager Seth Wright 
told the board there were a 
couple of new initiatives about 
to be implemented. Starting 
September 1, kids under 12 
will ride the buses for free. The 
move will “help create lifelong 
transit riders, building better, 
more inclusive and sustainable 
communities,” Wright told the 
board. The Province will cover 
any potential fare losses.

A second big change will 
be in October, when Arrow 
and Slocan Lakes Community 
Services (ASLCS) no longer 
operates any bus routes except 
the Wednesday medical bus 
from Nakusp to Vernon and 
Kelowna. A Trail company 
called NextGen Transit will 

With ridership bursting, 
BC Transit plans new West Koot services

be taking over all of ALSCS’s 
routes except that one. 

“Th i s  ag reemen t  i s 
expected to improve service 
in the region while providing 
a greater investment in the 
maintenance, training and 
leadership of the overall transit 
system,” said Wright, who also 
thanked ASLCS for their work 
as operators.
Improvement plans 

Senior Transit Planner 
Adriana McMullen also 
spoke to some of the ideas for 
improvements or changes to 
service in the months or years 
to come, including: reversing a 
decision to cancel the weekly 
bus from Argenta to Kaslo; 
improving connection times 
and routes in the southern 
Slocan Valley, starting one 
route out of Slocan City, and 
adding new trips between 
Nakusp and Slocan; ensuring 
the Route 74 bus stops at the 
New Denver Health Centre; 
adding a summer weekly 
service between Kaslo and 
Silverton; improving the 
Kootenay Connector routes 
98 and 99 to Selkirk College at 
rush hour; improving routes in 
and around Nelson, including 
to  Salmo and Bal four ; 
improving service in Castlegar.

However, these ideas, 
although scheduled to be 
implemented in 2023, are 
not a done deal. Since the 

changes may cost money or 
affect schedules or service, 
the RDCK board will be able 
to approve them before they 
are implemented. But Wright 
said it was important to get 
the items into the hopper now, 
before they are needed.

“Unfortunately for a lot of 
these options, it takes a year-
and-a-half to implement. So 
to not have them in a plan… 
it doesn’t give any lead time. 
There’s a lot of background 
work that has to happen. That’s 
why we put things in a plan,” 
he said. “It also allows staff to 
develop costing for you. When 
considering these options, 
should the board consider 
them, staff can say, ‘well, this 
is what it will cost for these 
services.’”

Transit ridership in the 
West Kootenay transit system 
has skyrocketed in recent 
years, increasing by nearly 
60% since 2013. It is among 
the fastest growing of all 
medium-sized BC Transit 
systems.

“High passenger loads 
combined with community 
interest in reducing carbon 
emissions, ongoing growth in 
outlying areas, and demand 
generated by international 
students provide opportunity 
for further investment in 
the development of transit,” 
Transit officials said. 

by  John Boiv in ,  Loca l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Voters in the West Kootenay 
can be forgiven for experiencing 
déjà vu when they look at the 
ballot before them on Election 
Day, September 20.

That’s because four of the 
five candidates in the South 
Okanagan-West Kootenay 
federal riding, and four of the 
six in the Kootenay-Columbia 
riding ran in the last election in 

Federal election sees rematch from 2019 in West Koots
October 2019.

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau called the snap federal 
election on Sunday, August 15, 
saying Canadians should decide 
what party will help guide the 
country out of the pandemic and 
into economic recovery. Critics 
say he’s attempting to re-establish 
a Liberal Party majority, after 
only gaining 155 seats, a minority 
government, in 2019.

The campaign will be 36 

days long – the shortest amount 
allowed by law.

The Valley Voice has given 
the candidates in both ridings 
the opportunity to introduce 
themselves to the area’s voters 
in this issue. Check out page 10 
for the South Okanagan-West 
Kootenay candidates, pages 18-
19 for the Kootenay-Columbia 
candidates, and pages 20-21 for 
the North Okanagan-Shuswap 
candidates.
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continued on page 5

Let’s stop this 
nonsense!

There is no reason to have an 
election now, but a dozen reasons 
to NOT have an election now. Why 
should we all dance to the whims 
of Mr. Trudeau? He wants to hear 
from us, what we expect from his 
government in the next two years, 
the next six years and the next 20 
years. We do not need an election 
for that. We can all write him a short 
letter or email and tell him – at the 
cost of a stamp. The millions saved 
by not having an election could be 
devoted for child care support. We 
can in addition to that tell him that 
we may boycott his election – and 
see where he ends up then!

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Heat wave
I just heard an interview on CBC 

radio wherein the interviewee opined 
that the problem with this latest heat 
wave was that it didn’t just break 
records by a couple of degrees, but it 
broke records by eight or ten degrees. 
I agree. Obviously, Canada went 
terribly wrong when we switched 
to the metric system... eight to ten 
degrees Fahrenheit wouldn’t have 
been nearly as bad.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Open letter to 
Conroy and 
Horgan

I know your office windows are 
very narrow and your own vision 
quite blurred, for you cannot see the 
reality outside, in the forests. Your 
mandate of continuing logging here 
in the Boundary, with heat wave after 
heat wave, and drought all spring, 
is in stark contradiction of what 
should be happening: a moratorium 
on logging until this disaster in the 
forests is sorted out with full public 

participation. This cannot go on 
while your friends get rich and BC 
falls into environmental collapse. 
Your pathetic initiatives online on 
climate change do not include one 
iota of change in forestry. Most 
people I talk to other than industry 
itself agree that this is criminal. All 
the congratulations and best wishes 
for a happy future to graduates are 
useless, Minister Conroy, because 
the pillaging in the watersheds will 
affect all, way down the line, and 
you did not stand up once and speak 
truth. The same goes for Mr. Horgan. 

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Wildland 
Resiliency 
Plans

With global warming on the 
increase, coupled with the disappearance 
of ice caps and receding glaciers, 
we are losing one of our climate 
temperature control mechanisms for 
the hot summer months. In BC, five of 
the longest drought seasons on record 
have been in the last four decades. This 
dry spell isn’t a one-time historical 
weather event. With drought comes 
fire. Towns and communities are 
partnering up with private interest 
groups, companies and government 
using CWPPs (Community Wildfire 
Protection Plans) as a strategy to set 
up roughly one-kilometre wildland-
urban interface protection zones around 
communities. Without a political 
idealistic change away from the AAC 
(annual allowable cut), it looks like the 
agenda changes outside the protected 
urban areas to a road building, forest 
harvesting plan. In the Southern Interior 
during fire seasons, the average high 
mean temperature is now rising into 
the mid 30°C. A true Rural Wildland 
Interface Resiliency Plan would also 
establish protected watershed source 
reserves and the forest around them.

Mike Simpson
Rural New Denver

Cell service 
needed in 
Slocan Valley

Thanks to Chris Dawson for 
highlighting the major need for 
cell service throughout the Slocan 
Valley! I was born in the valley and 
have spent a good part of my life 
in the wilds of this beautiful area. 
I am now 83 and still look forward 
to enjoying everything it offers. I 
still bike, hike, cross-country ski,  
horseback ride (in the recent past), 
pick berries and mushrooms, etc. 
The valley has contributed to my 
longevity – of that, I’m convinced. 
Many of my outdoor pals have 
passed on or are immobile, so I have 
no one to enjoy the wilds and to rely 
on, in case of an emergency. I refuse 
to give up everything Mother Nature 
has kindly offered over the years. My 
children and grandchildren also look 
forward to immersing themselves in 
beautiful Slocan Valley experiences. 
They are convinced the valley has 
contributed to their father’s and 
grandfather’s longevity! Spending 
more time in my homeland valley 
is something I look forward to. 
There is a desperate need for cell 

service in this special valley, so all 
wilderness enthusiasts can call home 
or an emergency provider. Lives are 
at risk! 

Jake Conkin
Castlegar

Another 
election

Another election has been called. 
Another chance to “have my voice 
heard.”

I’ve voted at least 30 times, and 
my vote has never meant that I “had 
my voice heard”: a party not of my 
choice got elected, promises were 
broken, legislation in the works 
was terminated by an election call, 
boundaries were changed.

When I was a kid, I could see 
that the party system was part of 
the problem. I’d like to see more 
independent candidates elected.  

Then I could see that it was 
impossible, with one vote, to choose 
the PM/premier of my choice, the 
party platform of my choice, and 
the local candidate who would best 
serve me. I’d love to see ProRep 
(proportional representation) as 
part of our system to help solve that 
dilemma.

It always seems that economy is 

the only issue on the table. Cut taxes, 
cut services, reduce the work force, 
give more subsidies to industry  – 
there is never a shortage of ideas. 
But the economy is only the last 
part of the triangle. The environment 
must come first, with people a close 
second. Without those, the most 
robust economy in the world can’t 
function.

So if the Liberals had kept their 
ProRep promise, and if independent 
candidates were supported, and if 
we all put money last on our lists, 
my “voice might be heard.” But like 
expecting politicians to keep their 
promises, those are big IFs.

Kate O’Keefe
Kaslo

Pre-election 
referendum

Before the next Canadian 
election, we need to take measures 
to make MPs and MLAs more 
accountable. When MPs and MLAs 
are sworn in, we turn over all OUR 
resources and the wealth of OUR 
nation for them to manage for us. 
We need a nation-wide referendum 
that would result in a constitutional 
change for Canada. The passing of 
this referendum would make it so 
that before an MP or MLA is sworn 
in, they have to sign over all their 
assets to the people of Canada or 
the people of their province; and, if 
they do something that they cannot 
prove serves the majority, then with 
a referendum and simple majority, 
the people would seize all their 
assets wherever they exist in the 
world. Should they attempt to hide 
their assets by turning them over to 
someone else or by moving them out 
of the country to avoid losing them, 
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continued from page 4
then all those assets will be seized 
as well.

We have to stop history from 
repeating itself. We paid hundreds 
of millions of dollars to build Petro-
Can. MPs sold it for less than ten 
cents on the dollar to the private 
sector. How did we benefit from 
this? The Canadian Wheat Pool 
Board sold to the Arabs. How did 
this benefit Canadians? They have 
robbed us of the wealth of this nation 
to the point where there is nothing 
left to invest in. No more Canada 
Savings Bonds.

Ed Varney
Vallican

Response to 
‘Donations not 
needed to help 
firefighters, 
BCWS says’

We as a community have touched 
the hearts of our local heroes – 
the firefighters themselves. Upon 
speaking to many on more than 
one occasion, comments have been 
touching and appreciative and along 
the lines of: “Your food and drink 
donations have been the kindest 
offerings we have ever gotten from 
any community,” etc. We have shown 
our kind hearts, and our community 
spirit to local and international 
firefighting heroes!

To have the organization –
BC Wildfire Service, NOT the 
firefighters – throw our kindness 
back at us is appalling, shocking, and 
uncalled for.

When a local family member 
of a firefighter who is working 
night and day, in cooperation with 
a local health professional, decided 
to fundraise in order to provide the 
Fauquier/Edgewood firefighters with 
high quality respirators (because 
they were given less-than-adequate, 
low-quality, disposable, single-use 
respirators, if at all), they were 
shamed, called scammers, and 
harassed. The people in question 
fundraised via social media to close 
friends and family members only – 
not to the wider public – so that they 
could support a family member and 
their crew!

The response from BCWS shows 
their shameful attempt to skirt their 
inevitable humiliation and to cover 
their bureaucratic hinies at providing 
cheaply made, ecologically wasteful, 
sub-par respirators to our local and 
international champions. Instead, 
BCWS made it seem like it was 
about COVID masks as opposed to 
respirators to help filter acrid and 
poisonous smoke.

We know for a fact that the 
firefighters got their new and better 
respirators.

To those fighting our fires, you 
have our utmost gratitude, respect, 
and heart-felt appreciation.

To the organization (BCWS) that 

claims to protect and provide for our 
firefighters, don’t look a gift-horse 
in the mouth. Allow communities to 
support their saviours however they 
wish. Instead of persecuting those 
who want to improve the quality of 
life for their hard-working men and 
women – match us, and step up!

Merina Matthew
Slocan

Vaccinations
I would have certain expectations 

if I were to consider having any kind 
of vaccination.

I would want a list of any and all 
ingredients.

I would want the hypodermic 
needle and syringe with some 
vaccine left in it for analysis purposes 
by my assigns, disconnected from the 
drug industry, should I experience 
any questionable health problems in 
the future.

I would want anyone peddling 
and/or administering the vaccine 
to sign a document prepared by 
me or an attorney, which I would 
present to them, stating that the 
vaccine has undergone the scrutiny 
of the double blind studies, etc. In 
other words, he or she can obtain 
documentation showing conclusive 
proof that the vaccine has been 
proven safe without a doubt. I would 
also want a valid picture ID along 
with the signature, the name of the 
company he or she represents, and 
his or her “personal guarantee” that 
the vaccine will supply the protection 
that it is claimed to provide. I am of 
the opinion that those who would 
not sign such a document would be 
admitting the vaccine is something 
one should at all costs avoid. 

There is a lot of information on 
vaccines and vaccination results to 
be found, if one looks for it. 

There seems to be nothing 
more effective in programming 
perceptions that repetition, especially 
if it comes from a guy in a suit with 
letters after his name, or a bloke in 
a white coat.

If people believe that vaccines 
will do what is claimed, then they 
get vaccinated. If vaccines provide 
the protection as claimed, then if 
you and yours are vaccinated, the 
unvaccinated presents no threat.

Blaine Bennett
Creston

Eyes wide shut
This summer has been a real 

eye-opener for many BC residents. 
Heat domes that kill, crop failure due 
to drought ,and smoke so thick you 
stay huddled inside your home afraid 
to breathe the outside air.

But for some, it is life as usual 
as we continue to kill every tree and 
ecosystem at a rate that will ensure 
no life will exist on this planet. They 
have their eyes wide shut.

Here in Nakusp, planning is still 
underway to commercially harvest 
Box Mountain Watershed – even 
though they will never be able to 
prove it will reduce the wildfire risk 

or even save us from fire. In fact, 
our most intense fires locally have 
been in previously harvested areas 
so it makes total sense to log the crap 
out of Box Mountain to weaken its 
present state.

Why not endanger a clean, 
precious source of water for over 
300 people? We don’t get our water 
from there anyway and we don’t 
even have to worry about replacing it 
for them. In fact, most of us who have 
taken part in creating and passing 
this plan will directly benefit, even 
elected officials.

Crescent Bay residents are being 
told to accept the status quo. The BC 
Community Forest Association states 
in their management of sensitive 
areas that their unique model of forest 
management can give community 
forest managers the social licence to 
operate in highly constrained areas 
that may not otherwise be accessible 
for timber harvesting due to local 
opposition. Sensitive areas include 
domestic or community watersheds, 
riparian areas, visually sensitive 
areas, potentially unstable or unstable 
terrain, areas with archaeological, 
cultural or heritage values, identified 
and critical wildlife habitat and 
fisheries sensitive watersheds.

It’s ‘eyes wide shut’ here in 
Nakusp. The new land managers 
have now taken control of our 
personal rights and it’s business as 
usual.

Please help us stop this insanity. 
Please help save Box Mountain 
watershed.

Our petition can be found at 
Homegrown Market or send your 
letters of concern to: 

Board@nakuspcommunityforest.
com, hwatt@truenorthforestry.com, 
tzeleznik@nakusp.com, ppeterson@
rdck.bc.ca, Katrine Conroy at flnr.
minister@gov.bc.ca

Cindy Schroff
Crescent Bay

Manage forests 
for all values

The intense fire season this year 
brings the facts forward: we breathe 
oxygen, we have narrow temperature 
tolerance and water is a must. The 
forest still standing above Crescent 
Bay is the water source for a large 
number of properties and has values 
for the neighbourhood and the whole 
valley. The mature forest is a corridor 
that provides cover for animals and 
humans going up and down to the 
lower elevations. The plan is to 
remove half the trees over a period 
of time, build roads seven kilometres 
long, put landings and roads over 
ephemeral water channels that feed 
the properties of Crescent Bay and 
Kangaroo Trail, to reduce the risk 
of wildfire. 

This plan made by NACFOR, 
f u n d e d  b y  F E S B C  ( F o r e s t 
Enhancement Society of BC), and 
endorsed by the Village makes 
money to fund more harvest for the 
real beneficiaries: mainly Village of 

Nakusp, Mercer (the paper mill at 
Castlegar), and Interfor (the holder 
of the harvest rights over the timber 
on Box Mountain). The RDCK is 
the body who hired NACFOR to 
make the plan. The Columbia Basin 
Trust funded the transport of fibre 
from wildfire risk reduction projects 
for the coalition of government and 
industry. The mutual support and 
admiration club for deforestation and 
logging everything left after the fires 
are out is going to use the crisis to log 
anywhere they want just like they 
were designed to do. The coalition 
of government and industry doesn’t 
seem to think democracy is a good 
idea to keep. 

This experiment with a program 
that negates equality and rights of 
First Nations, wildlife and property 
owners to move, breathe, have 
water, and have a high quality forest 
environment with all its values intact 
is just another kick when we are down, 
still struggling with the pandemic. 
How cynical and destructive can 
professional reliance and the forest 
lobby/industry/government become? 
Most people know that wildfire 
risk reduction won’t save us from 
intense fire and might make the 
situation worse. While locked down, 
the logging went into high gear and 
so did the government’s bragging 
and swaggering about having the 
recovery plan all worked out. Money 
flowed from government to industry 
during a period of record high lumber 
prices. The climate tells us we should 
manage for all values. When will 
we start?

Craig Schroff
Crescent Bay

Endangered life
Kudos to Amanda Konkin 

of Nakusp for pointing out the 
contradictions of our COVID era 
over what is endangering life. The 
excellent front page article about 
the impacts of forestry and the many 
letters to the editor about old-growth 
logging echo my own thoughts.

COVID has brought extra focus 
to the issue of our mortality but, like 
Amanda, a different truth is literally 
in the air at the moment. The data 
is clear about the most prevalent 
threats to human and other life. 
While contagious diseases kill some 
humans, ecosystem collapse and 
the related mass extinction event on 
Earth stemming from climate change 
will profoundly affect everything and 
everyone. If governments are truly 
concerned about protecting lives, 
they need to demonstrate that.

In  BC,  rampant  logg ing 
of old-growth and other forests 
continues unabated. Across our 
planet, industrial agriculture and 
human expansionism continue to 
destroy ecosystems. Do you think 
we are separate from the ecosystem 
functions of Earth? How severe do 
fires, heat waves, floods and other 
extreme climate events need to get 
before we accept that we damage 
Earth to our own peril? When do we 

see past the smokescreen promoting 
the idea we can protect ourselves with 
a mere vaccine for one disease? If we 
really cared about life, human life and 
more-than-human life, we would be 
taking extreme measures now to end 
the primary threats to all future life.

For the past century, Earth has 
been whispering her distress. We 
have chosen not to listen, continuing 
to poison land, water and air. We 
continue depleting soil, logging 
rapaciously, raking bare ocean-
bottoms, spreading micro-plastics, 
radiation and toxins across the planet.

Recently, Earth has begun 
to shout. Now she is bellowing. 
Epidemics are Earth’s way of 
bringing populations into balance.

Sociologist Eileen Crist notes 
that the carrying capacity of Earth, 
based on leaving 50% of it for 
other species and using sustainable 
agricultural methods, is two billion 
people. Clearly, with our population 
at four times that, we are way out 
of balance. Add to that the level of 
consumption in wealthy societies 
like ours, the disaster is multiplied. 
We have a choice: to limit our 
consumption and population through 
compassionate and uplifting ways or 
let nature limit us through suffering.

COVID and all the pandemics 
that are coming, are the suffering 
option. Instead, we could be 
implementing actions known to 
decrease human population in positive 
ways: educating women, providing 
comprehensive sex education and 
access to family planning. For those 
of us with those privileges, we need to 
self-limit our consumption. We must 
be taking steps to halt unsustainable 
logging and the obliteration of 
carbon-sequestering old-growth. We 
must put an end to tar sands mining 
and pipelines.

So for every person who wants to 
argue about the necessity of COVID 
vaccination, I ask: what are you doing 
to limit human population, to reduce 
your carbon footprint and to eat in a 
sustainable way? If you’re going to 
ask me if I’m vaccinated, I’m going 
to ask you how many children you’ve 
spawned, how many flights you’ve 
taken in the last decade, whether 
you eat meat or seafood, how many 
fossil-fuel vehicles you drive, how 
you recreate, whether you grow/
buy local and organic food, what the 
square footage of your house is, how 
you’re working toward government 
accountability for climate action, 
ETC.

Around here, I witness people 
destroying the planet for future 
generation in the name of ‘fun.’ 
Where’s the ‘shot’ that cures people 
of their addiction to mega ski-resorts 
and recreational vehicles? Where’s 
the vaccination to protect us from old-
growth logging? It’s time to end the 
hypocrisy of the push for vaccination 
in the face of our inaction on the 
climate front.

KL Kivi
New Denver
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LETTERS

Rady Creek 
Road

Regarding your article in the 
last issue, ‘Residents unhappy with 
deactivation of Trout Lake area forest 
service road,’ it seems the residents 
believe that the closure is to protect 
caribou, and the Forests Ministry 
says that the closure is for public 
safety, and because there is no way 
to pay for upkeep of the road.

It is true that Silver Cup Ridge 
is high quality, critical winter habitat 
for mountain caribou, from which 
they have been displaced for years 
by the snowmobiles and ATVs. But 
the residents, and Minister Conroy, 
should be careful what they wish 
for. A few years ago, our Valhalla 
Wilderness Society field team 
terminated its field work on Silver 
Cup Ridge due to the dangerousness 
of the road. My personal experience 
follows.

Three years ago, our crew took 
a field trip up there in a heavy-duty 
truck driven by Craig Pettitt, who 
has many years’ experience driving 
on logging roads both in trucks and 
on ATVs. I have accompanied Craig 
on many trips on hairy roads and 
have utter confidence in his abilities. 
However, the Rady Creek Road 
was beyond hairy. Craig said it had 
deteriorated a lot, just in the last 10 
years. The road is very steep, and the 
switchbacks are torn up to where the 
truck was not having good traction 
on the turns.

Craig showed me marks in the 
road that he said indicated that ATVs 
had, over the years, damaged the 
road. In his experience, ATVs can 
damage a road quite quickly. The 
hair-raising thing about it was that, 
if the truck slid sideways or just lost 
traction, the possibility of going over 
the edge of a very steep slope was all 
too obvious. I spent a large part of the 
drive with one hand over my eyes 
and the other digging fingernails into 
the dashboard of the truck. Coming 
down, I considered walking but was 
too tired from our hike.

We discussed another trip. The 
answer for myself was: “Not in 
this lifetime.” Though Craig is a 
fearless driver, when we looked on 
all sides of it, he agreed that there 
was “no room for error” in driving 
the road. Yeah, and no room for a 
slippage of the brakes or any other 
mechanical failure. Our community 
members have had a number of 
fatal or potentially fatal accidents 
on ATVs. This may be the first time 
I’ve agreed with the Forests Ministry, 
but the road is an accident waiting 
to happen. 

Anne Sherrod
New Denver

Why do they do 
it in the road? 
(Part 3)

Lorna Visser and Wayne McCrory 
disagree with me on the New Denver 

crosswalk. No surprise. Plenty of 
people probably do. End of story, 
right? No. They take it a step further, 
a honking ballistic step further, and 
accuse me of racism, sexism, bigotry, 
with a couple of psychological and 
cognitive malfunctions thrown in for 
good measure. The whole freaking 
enchilada, graphically illustrating 
what I politely called this “weird 
period of rabid political correctness” 
we’re trapped in.

The crosswalk’s a celebration 
of diversity, they claim, but don’t 
ever confuse that with diversity of 
opinion. No. Some topics are strictly 
off limits. Anything you say that in 
any way questions anything to do 
with the cult of diversity is bigotry, 
according to them. That’s part of this 
crosswalk’s message. It basically acts 
as a community bigotry sensor: if 
your heart sings out “hooray,” you’re 
good; if not, you’re a bigot. If the 
technology existed, an alarm would 
go off. Lovely.

When I expressed my dislike, I 
deliberately avoided the crosswalk’s 
message because I knew that was 
going to kick up a hornet’s nest. I 
figured I’d use an environmentalist 
approach because environmentalism 
is big locally. To translate my 
argument in terms that Ms. Visser 
and Mr. McCrory might understand: 
painting a message-laden rainbow 
on a pleasant village environment 
is like stamping rainbows on the 
butts of Mr. McCrory’s grizzlies or 
erecting a giant rainbow spanning 
Ms. Visser’s Bonanza marsh. How’s 
about a hooray for that?

Which reminds me: I want to 
commend them for expressing their 
views in a humble letter to the editor 
without petitioning council to chisel 
their words permanently into the 
asphalt all the way down 6th Avenue 
into the lake. Most considerate of 
them. A shining example to the rest 
of us on how to properly convey our 
messages.

Otherwise, I couldn’t care less 
about Ms. Visser, Mr. McCrory and 
their sympathisers’ crusade to reform 
people like me whom they comically 
imagine to be “unchallenged in their 
ancient thinking, narrow-minded, 
self-centered, comfortable white-
male-privilege mindset.” After all, 
everyone needs a hobby. Judging 
by the number of folks out there 
who simply enjoy walking through 
message-free environments (the 
self-centered, moral degenerates), 
they certainly have their work cut 
out for them.

Though they dismiss me as a 
“self-appointed armchair critic,” 
they don’t say who appointed them 
to write their letter or what vibrating 
piece of furniture they were perched 
upon when penning it.

I’m also accused of being a big 
meanie to the school kids behind 
this thing. Listen, a lousy idea’s a 
lousy idea no matter where it comes 
from. Kids ought to know that and 
converting public property into 

permanent billboards for socio-
political causes is a lousy idea. I 
also find the enlistment of school 
children as foot soldiers for trendy 
causes to be unsavoury. Behind 
every politicized school kid, there 
invariably lurks an adult with a bull-
horn. Leave the kids out of this.

As for white privilege, I 
explicitly advocated a flat grey, 
asphalt-coloured privilege. Get your 
privileges straight.

Dom Tassel
Red Mountain Road

Implications
I was asked recently what not 

having a pure, isolated virus means.
Begin with what we know. 

There’s a respiratory virus, of 
which there are many. Inflammation 
occurs; anti-inflammatory and other 
treatments have shown success (ref: 
c19early.com). Health authorities 
recognize/promote one treatment, 
which was given ‘vaccine’ status. It 
doesn’t provide immunity but lowers 
symptom severity and therefore risk 
of death (commonly understood). 
Therefore, a ‘leaky’ ‘vaccine.’ 
Clearly – mRNA inoculations are 
not like traditional vaccines.

We can rule out achieving 
herd immunity. Why are people so 
adamant about everyone having 
it? A friend stated pre-COVID, he 
wouldn’t hear any other evidence that 
didn’t support vaccines. People have 
a built-in belief about vaccines that 
is unshakeable. Anything contrary 
is treasonous, blasphemous, or 
nonsense. This is the holy of holies; 
highly revered by the ‘church’ of 
medicine/science.

Naturally there’s greater buy-in 
when raising experimental treatment 
to vaccine status.

Buy-in is required. An all-out 
media blitz. Not only mainstream, 
social media, YouTube, so-called fact 
checkers, and other online platforms. 
Doesn’t it come off as hyped?

Peter  Daszak,  EcoHealth 
Alliance president, Feb 12, 2018:

“We need to increase public 
understanding of the need for 
medical counter measures such as 
a pan corona vaccine. A key driver 
is the media and the economics will 
follow the hype. We need to use that 
hype to our advantage to get to the 
real issues. Investors will respond 
if they see profit at the end of the 
process.”

Hype realized: billions of 
advertisement dollars spent on 
getting injections.

Implications:
Standard  procedures  not 

followed. One of many viruses 
selected and pieced together with 
computer technology and human 
direction. Now consider infectious 
detection (factor in overly-sensitive 
PCR testing), consider identifying 
variants, and factor in coronavirus 
patents. Most importantly, consider 
treatment! mRNA inoculations 
create spike protein delivered by lipid 
nanoparticles throughout the body. 

The spike is the toxin and produces 
the same COVID diseases (Ryan 
Cole; rumble.com). Harmful effects 
include blood clots. What impact 
does this have on inflammation?

Meanwhi le… COVID-19 
treatments (ref: c19early.com/):

Ivermect in :  S ta t i s t i ca l ly 
significant improvements seen for 
mortality, hospitalization, recovery, 
cases, and viral clearance. 27 
studies show statistically significant 
improvements  in  i so la t ion . 
Probability an ineffective treatment 
generated results as positive is 
estimated to be one in one trillion.

Vitamin D: 91% of 33 vitamin 
D treatment studies report positive 
effects (17 statistically significant 
in isolation).

Hydroxycloriquine: 340 studies, 
248 peer-reviewed, 277 comparing 
treatment and control groups. 65% 
improvement in 30 early treatment 
trials. 75% improvement in 13 early 
treatment mortality results.

P r o x a l u t a m i d e :  8 9 % 
improvement for early, 84% for late 
treatments.

Povidone-iodine, Budesonide, 
Bromhexine,  Bamlanivimab. 
Nitazoxanide, Colchicine, etc.

“No treatment, vaccine, or 
intervention is 100% available and 
effective for all current and future 
variants. All practical, effective, and 
safe means should be used. Those 
denying the efficacy of treatments 
share responsibility for the increased 
risk of COVID-19 becoming 
endemic; and the increased mortality, 
morbidity, and collateral damage.” 
(ivmmeta.com)

People unquestioningly accept 
experimental mRNA treatment 
hyped as a vaccine while not being 
provided access to information and 
treatments proven effective.

T. Orlando
Winlaw

Talk about 
insane

The IPCC report on climate 
change released last week was harsh: 
“This report must sound a death knell 
for coal and fossil fuels before they 
destroy the planet.” UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres.

The production and burning of 
fossil fuels has caused more than 
75% of the world’s CO2 produced in 
the last 100 years, and is responsible 
for over 25% of Canada’s emissions, 
and yet government and industry say 
increasing production is critical for 
Canada’s future.

Right now, there is record 
production in the oil and gas patch. 
But government revenue overall has 
dropped 62% since 2000. Revenues 
from oil and gas were 14% of BC’s 
revenues in 2014; that has dropped 
below 4% in 2018. There were 
226,000 workers directly employed 
in 2014, but that dropped by 53,000 
workers by 2019. So productivity 
is way up, costs down, taxes and 
royalties way down. Extracting gas 

and oil has never paid better, for the 
industry.

Canada produces around eight 
million barrels of oil equiv./day, 
and exports 53% of the oil, and 
15% of the gas. Canada is the third 
largest exporter of crude oil in the 
world. The government game plan 
is to continue increasing fossil fuel 
exports during the next 40 years 
(the approximate lifetime of the 
new pipelines and infrastructure for 
LNG).

This is all happening as if 
climate change was occurring on a 
different planet. The BC government 
has set emission reduction targets 
that can’t be met, and has actually 
increased subsidies to the oil and gas 
sector; for 2020/21 they spent $1.4 
billion on subsidies and received 
back $284 million in revenues. In 
addition, BC now has the ‘Clean 
Infrastructure Royalty Program,’ 
which encourages frackers to reduce 
methane emissions; $71 million 
for 20/21, rising to $135 million in 
23/24. Not only is this a voluntary 
program (!), but whatever happened 
to the ‘polluter pays’ principle?

Oil and gas extraction has only 
been around less than 150 years, 
but in that time has changed our 
culture and is irreversibly changing 
our climate. Our government seems 
unable to see it. They’re supporting 
this industry at a loss, hoping for 
big bucks down the road. The 
government talks about ‘Clean BC’ 
but they won’t touch the dirtiest 
industry of all. Oil and gas will 
still be produced to meet domestic 
consumption during the hoped-for 
transition time, but to encourage 
its expansion for export reasons is 
suicidal.

I t ’ s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
responsibility to regulate industry 
for the benefit of the people, and this 
includes the global community. You 
have to ask: has the government been 
captured by oil and gas? Without 
looking at the BC government through 
this lens, its decisions seem insane. 
Why wouldn’t you legislate capturing 
fugitive methane emissions, and 
have penalties? Why wouldn’t you 
have robust enforcement if reducing 
emissions is really important? Why 
would you plan to develop LNG 
export facilities? And why would you 
lose billions a year propping up such 
a deadly industry?

Harvey Armstrong 
Johnsons Landing
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are no longer 
mandatory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually. 
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 11:30 am  Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every 
week from 3 pm. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for check-in and reser-
vations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.com; 
Facebookkaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are 
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for 
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:30 pm, and Sunday, 11 am – 3 pm. We have 
a fine selection of cool Summer ‘21 eco-fashions, our bookshelves and card racks are 
brimming, and as always we carry unique creations by artisans from BC to Japan. Thanks 
for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! 250-358-2178; RavensNestBC@gmail.
com; RavensNestBC.com; and on Facebook.”

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service
Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and 
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie 
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’) 

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Summer hours Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30
Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784 

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers. 
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-
226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via 
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50  Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70,  New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

COMMUNITY

submitted
As we approach the end of summer, 

bears are becoming especially active in 
preparation for winter denning. During 
this transition of the seasons, bears 
eat as much as possible to increase 
their body weight by approximately 
30%. This phase for bears is called 
hyperphagia, and it is an important 
time for bears. Since bears are also 
opportunistic feeders, they will eat 
almost anything they can get their 
paws on.

WildSafeBC would like to remind 
residents about the importance of 
attractant management and what you 
can do to help to reduce conflict this 
time of year. For example, keep your 
garbage secured until collection day, 
take down your bird feeders, and 
pick your fruit if you have fruit trees, 
or use electric fencing to protect 

BC Goes Wild events 2021: Bear spray workshops, virtual art exhibits and more
your investment. We also want to 
highlight the Campers Code, which 
is a province-wide initiative to guide 
campers in how to best avoid conflict in 
wildlife country. This includes ensuring 
all items with an odour (including 
toothpaste, deodorant, sunscreen, bug 
spray, garbage, food and more) are 
kept secure inside vehicles, campers or 
bear-resistant infrastructure whenever a 
campsite is unattended during the day 
and when campers are sleeping at night.

To increase awareness of such 
issues, WildSafeBC will be hosting 
multiple events throughout September 
as part of ‘BC Goes Wild,’ an annual 
event celebrating BC’s wildlife. The 
WildSafeBC New Denver, Nakusp, 
Silverton and RDCK Areas H & K 
program will be leading a Bear and 
Western Toad Biology Walk with 
Bear Spray Workshop in collaboration 

with the Valhalla Wilderness Society 
on September 5 starting at 10 am 
at the Retallack Old Growth Cedar 
Loop. Check out their Facebook 
page or contact them at newdenver@
wildsafebc.com to register and for 
more details. Also keep an eye out for 
our informational booth at the New 
Denver and Nakusp Farmers Markets 
on September 10 and 18 respectively.

WildSafeBC will also be hosting 
a month-long virtual art exhibit about 
all things bears and other local wildlife. 
If you have a painting, sculpture, 
poem or other wildlife-themed piece 
of art that you would like to submit 
to the virtual gallery, please submit to 
newdenver@wildsafebc.com with all 
relevant information (artist, relevant 
story, medium, etc). The submitted 
pieces will be showcased on the local 
WildSafeBC Facebook page weekly. 

This is open to all ages, from 0 to 110 
and all art mediums.

In Kaslo and Area D, WildSafeBC 
Community Coordinator Brian 
Montgomery will be in attendance 
at the Kaslo Farmers Market on 
September 11 with the Kaslo Bear 
Smart Working Group. You can also 
find Brian at the Lardeau Valley 
Sunday Market that month. An inert 
bear spray workshop and an electric 
fencing workshop are also planned 
for September. Throughout the month 
of September, Brian is encouraging 
local photographers in Kaslo and Area 
D to send in photos of local wildlife 
to celebrate ‘BC Goes Wild’ and win 
prizes. Check out the WildSafeBC 
Kaslo Facebook page for more details, 
and email kaslo@wildsafebc.com to 
register for the bear spray or electric 
fencing workshops.

Please report wildlife conflicts to 
the Conservation Officer Service at 
1-877-952-7277. Residents can also 
report wildlife conflict other than 
bear, cougar, coyote or wolf online at 
WildSafeBC’s Wildlife Alert Reporting 
Program (WARP), available at www.
wildsafebc.com/warp. This program 
allows you to see what wildlife has been 
reported in your neighbourhood and be 
alerted of new sightings. 

WildSafeBC New Denver, Nakusp, 
Silverton and RDCK Areas H & K 
and WildSafeBC Kaslo and Area D 
are grateful for the generous support 
the program receives from its funders 
including the Columbia Basin Trust 
(CBT), Regional District of Central 
Kootenay, municipalities listed in the 
program titles, Province of British 
Columbia, and the British Columbia 
Conservation Foundation.
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by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

With fires, floods and 
extreme weather becoming 
more common, RDCK leaders 
and staff will be heading out to 
hard-to-access neighbourhoods 
and communities across the 
region over the fall and winter 
to talk about emergency 
planning.

That decision was made 
after a discussion at a recent 
Rural Affairs Committee 
meeting about evacuation 
p l a n n i n g  f o r  s p e c i f i c 
communities during this 
summer’s forest fires.

“I want directors to look 
into gaps in their areas, into 
dead-end roads, and are we 
falling short at being truly 
prepared to move people in a 
hurry?” asked Area A Director 
Garry Jackman, launching 
the discussion. “Taking into 
account what we’ve seen from 
this year, and not too many 
years ago, other incidents – we 
need to be better prepared.”

Jackman said the notion 
that more review had to be 
done came to him after he and 
other Area A leaders looked 
at the plan for evacuating the 
community of Riondel, at the 
end of a 10-kilometre dead-
end road on the east shore of 

RDCK to host community emergency planning meetings this fall
Kootenay Lake.

Locals said they should 
use the Kootenay Lake ferry 
if necessary to move large 
numbers of people should the 
tiny community be cut off from 
the highway by wildfire. But 
the thought exercise quickly 
revealed some problematic 
logistical details.

“We know the lake level, 
and we know the level of the 
local dock, but we couldn’t get 
people up or down off the plank 
onto the ferry without ladders 
or hoisting… and there’s no 
money for that.”

It’s just one gap of many, 
said Jackman, some big, some 
ridiculously small. So he called 
on all his fellow directors to 
review local plans they may 
have for possible problems. 
Ten problem 
communities

It turns out the RDCK 
Emergency Operations Centre 
has already identified 10 
communities that would present 
challenges for evacuation – not 
only Riondel, but also Glade, 
Harrop-Procter, Wyndell and 
others.

Those plans outline at a 
high level how the evacuation 
would take place, identifying 
unique factors at play in each 
community, to inform the 

overall evacuation process.
RDCK officials  said 

while it’s great communities 
are coming up with plans, 
over-planning doesn’t work 
in a volatile and dynamic 
emergency. 

“Having plans that are 
very detailed for a given event 
have been found to be not 
very useful for planning” said 
Johnson. 

In the case of Riondel, more 
likely evacuation scenarios 
would involve getting people 
out of the community before 
it gets cut off by fire, he said, 
or waiting for BCWS to clear 
the road to allow evacuation 
to proceed.
Anxiety grows in 
vacuum

But the idea that ‘the plans 
are in place’ is a tough sell 
when forest fires are actively 
threatening a community.

“It’s not easy as a politician 
to say to residents, ‘don’t worry 
we have a robust system, hang 
on,’ which is often my short 
answer,” said Area D Director 
Aimee Watson. “And I do fully 

trust our system… I have so 
much faith in our Emergency 
Operations Centre.”

“Saying to the people 
‘we have it covered’ doesn’t 
quite cover it,” agreed Area 
F Director Tom Newell. “In 
the longer term, how can we 
support people’s peace of 
mind through some sort of 
outreach?”

Turns out the answer 
to anxiety is planning and 
involvement. To that end, 
emergency officials have 
developed the Neighbourhood 
Emergency Preparedness 
Program (NEPP) to help 
communities help themselves.

“It’s going to be the 
backbone of our emergency 
program. It is the public-facing 
side,” said Chris Johnson, the 
RDCK’s emergency program 
manager. “It allows people 
to plan themselves what their 
plans are. And it gets beyond 
the idea of ‘what are you going 
to do for us in this situation?’

“Everyone has to own it. 
We are really trying to provide 
those tools.”

Over the coming months, 
RDCK electoral area directors 
and emergency officials 
will hold virtual or real-
time community workshops 
(depending on COVID) to 
engage people in preparing 
NEPPs for emergencies.

“We will be able to go out 
and support those communities 
becoming prepared. And it’s 
more of a ‘facilitation’ role not 
a ‘doing’ role,” the manager 
said. 

It’s also the way for better 
mental health in these stressful 
times.

“One of the findings, from 
[a United Nations study] on 
down, is communities have 
to be prepared for themselves, 
because that’s the only way 
they are going to feel well 
prepared,” said Johnson. 

“We can do all the work we 
want to do in the background, 
but if the residents still feel 
anxiety because they don’t 
know what the plan is there, 
then we are arguably not doing 
our job well enough,” he said.

Johnson, who lives on a 

limited-access road himself, 
said local knowledge and 
decision-making can free up 
resources for officials to deal 
with other problems.

“If a community on a 
dead-end road has engaged 
in a community preparedness 
program, and they know ‘Old 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnston don’t 
have a car or a vehicle, and need 
to be evacuated,’ then maybe 
the neighbours know that’s who 
they are taking out. 

“ T h a t  a l l o w s  o u r 
responding agencies to focus 
in on those unique situations 
that might come up during an 
emergency, that may free them 
up for what may occur that was 
unplanned.”

Directors will review 
exist ing Neighbourhood 
Plans and begin to arrange 
community meetings about 
the evacuations – after we get 
through this fire season.

You can find out more 
about the NEPP and RDCK 
emergency planning yourself at 
www.rdck.ca under Emergency 
Management.  

by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Three volunteer  f i re 
departments along the southern 
Arrow Lakes are going to 
receive training over the coming 
months to better protect their 
communities from wildfires.

That’s thanks to a grant from 
RDCK Area K Director Paul 
Peterson.

“I  can’t  be l ieve  the 
enthusiasm of all three fire 
departments to have this 
opportunity,” said Peterson.

The Area K director’s grant 
will allow the departments to 
hire an RDCK staff trainer to 
hold workshops for volunteer 
firefighters in Edgewood, 
Fauquier, and Burton.

The money will go towards 
training the department members 

South Arrow Lakes community firefighters to get training
– there are roughly 40 volunteers 
working in the three villages – in 
a number of forest fire – and 
interface fire-related skills.

The three chiefs are 
discussing exactly what courses 
they should request, and can be 
provided by the RDCK trainer.

“You can never have 
enough training,” said Fauquier 
Fire Chief Matthew Feiffer. 
“As a group we’re all highly 
motivated to learn new skills. 
There’s always a push to better 
ourselves.”

The three departments are 
not in the mainstream RDCK 
fire protection service, as the 
communities don’t have the tax 
base or infrastructure to support 
the insurance industry standards 
required for professional fire 
departments. 

Peterson said that caused 
some friction during the summer 
fire season, when fires blew 
up south of Fauquier and 
Edgewood, and the volunteers 
stayed behind to protect their 
homes.

“They were kind of spurned 
at first by the provincial people, 
because they weren’t trained. 
They felt kind of left out,” 
he said. “But in the end, the 
fire department helped set 
up sprinklers and all kinds 
of different things. But at the 
beginning it was kind of hands-
off.”

More training will help 
them be recognized as effective 
support in such an emergency, 
says Peterson.

“They couldn’t go out into 
the middle of the woods after 

the training,” says Peterson. 
“But if there’s a problem in their 
jurisdiction, they’ll be able to 
handle it when it happens.”

Peterson said it’s not certain 
what the final amount would 
be to hire the trainer. That will 
be determined when the chiefs 
pick courses for their crews 
and the logistics are worked 
out. But he said he’s willing to 
spend $10,000 or more if that’s 
what it will take to support local 
firefighting efforts in summers 
like this.

“Whatever it takes, is 
available,” he promised. 
“Whatever is good for each 
fire department is good for that 
community.”

There’s no word on when the 
training will begin, but it won’t 
likely be until later in the fall.

by  John Boiv in ,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The West Kootenay’s rookie 
member of the legislature had a 
positive experience with her first 
appearance as a delegation to 
the RDCK board at its August 
meeting.

Brittny Anderson, who was 
elected as the MLA for Nelson-
Creston in last year’s provincial 
election, was there at the request 
of the board. The region’s other 
MLA, Katrine Conroy, was 
unable to attend.

It was intended as a friendly 
meet-and-greet, but directors 
had beefs they wanted to raise 
with the NDP backbencher. The 
main topic was the board feeling 
that when they try to raise issues 
through proper channels – like 
the Union of BC Municipality 

MLA Brittny Anderson pays a visit to the RDCK
resolution process – it only 
receives boilerplate answers in 
return.

“We put a lot of work 
into our resolutions as a local 
government,” said Board Chair 
Aimee Watson. “But a majority 
of the time the responses we get 
are reiterating what we already 
know. 

“There’s no acknow-
ledgement of the significant 
impact or that the local context 
is experiencing a very different 
experience – and provincially 
these regulations are not working, 
or whatever the context is.”

That was the case with 
recent board resolutions on water 
systems management, ALR 
zoning, forestry, private land 
logging, and others, she said.

“We’re feeling that it’s 

really not worth our time to do 
motions.”

A n d e r s o n  s a i d  s h e 
sometimes felt the same way 
when she was a Nelson City 
councillor, and said she would 
talk to the Minister of Municipal 
Affairs on the issue, and get back 
to the board.

“ S p e a k i n g  w i t h  m y 
colleagues who are MLAs in 
rural ridings, that is something we 
really want to work hard on, that 
rural ridings feel represented,” 
she said. “A lot of time something 
comes out of Victoria, and you 
say, ‘that really makes sense in 
an urban setting’ but in our rural 
setting it just doesn’t quite work 
in the same way.

“But I want to work with all 
of you to push things forward.”

The directors also raised 

issues like cell service, emergency 
response, and water shortages in 
rural Creston.

They also praised Anderson 
for showing up for public 
meetings during the recent 
evacuation alerts and orders in 
her area, and for responding 
promptly to inquiries.

Anderson said she does what 
she can, but also admitted that the 
pandemic has made learning her 
new job that much tougher.

“I actually haven’t even 
met a lot of my other colleagues 
in person” because of COVID 
restrictions, she said. “So for 
me to try to figure out how to 
advocate for you, I’m still really 
in a learning process.”

The board and MLA agreed 
to continue to keep in touch on 
issues.
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Tara Howse, 
Green

Background
I was the 2019 Green Party 

candidate and am honoured to 
put my name forward to be 
your MP. 

As a rural development 
practitioner for 15 years, 
with a Masters that analyzed 
gender and Indigeneity in the 
resource extraction industry, 
I am keenly aware of the 
unique challenges, as well as 
the ample opportunities, that 
exist for rural communities. 
A key factor to implementing 
successful solutions in rural 
communities is the ability 
to bring together groups of 
people and organizations with 
different perspectives and 
listen. Green MPs have a 
track record of working across 
party lines, and routinely co-
sponsor bills that improve the 
lives of Canadians regardless 
of party affiliations. Whether 
I’m working with a resource 
ext rac t ive  company to 
address barriers to women 
entering the workforce 
or local governments and 
developers  to  improve 
housing opportunities, I have 
a demonstrated ability to work 
with diverse groups.
Priority issues

In order to address any 
issue for Slocan Valley 
residents – housing shortages, 
disaster events, infrastructure 
needs, economic and labour 
force needs, industrial forestry 
practices, biodiversity loss 
– electoral reform needs to 
occur. No other party has 
made this a priority; no other 
party has taken meaningful 
action to change the electoral 
system. As a Green MP, I am 
required to represent you and 
your voice. My first priority 
is to ensure your concerns 
are heard and bring forward 
solutions that reflect rural 
riding realities.

I am writing as fires 
are raging and people are 
displaced. I know disaster 
response, management, and 
mitigation are top of mind. 
Current solutions proposed 
by federal and provincial 
governments put the onus 

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

River Floatees in all shapes & sizes for summer fun!

Manures & Potting Soils for all your Gardening Needs
Straw bales $13.00

Peat 
Moss  
$19.99/bale 

Paint & Accessories

Garden & Lawn 
Fertilizers, Insecticides, 
Bug Spray & Mosquito 

Solutions

Large selection of fence posts, 
gates & fencing! 
 – corral panels
New shipment of Gates have arrived

Sprinklers, hoses,   
   lawnmowers & weed
      wackers in stock

Electrical 
Supplies

Thank you firefighters & Heli pilots for keeping our Valley safe!

COMMUNITY

P e n t i c t o n - b o r n  M P 
Richard Cannings narrowly 
won the riding for the NDP in 
2019 by 1.2 percentage points 
over Conservative Helena 
Konanz. That was a drop 
of .8% in popular support 
from his 2015 election. While 
Penticton was the main source 
of Cannings’ votes, it was polls 
in the West Kootenay that 
allowed the incumbent MP 
to squeak through on polling 
day, as the Conservatives and 
Liberals dominated in other 
polling areas in the riding, 
which includes the Slocan 
Valley, Nakusp and Arrow 
Lakes communities on the east 
side of the lake, Castlegar and 
area, and the Osoyoos, Oliver 
and Penticton areas.

South Okanagan - West Kootenay candidates introduced
Voter turnout was 69.5% 

in the riding in 2019.

Richard 
Cannings, 
NDP

Background
As a biologist, I have 

spent my life working to 
protect BC’s environment and 
wildlife.

I got into politics to bring 
a scientific voice to the fight 
against climate change. Before 
entering politics, I operated 
my own consulting company 
and worked on conservation 
and bird population projects 
for government and NGOs. 
I was born and raised in 
Penticton and still live on the 
West Bench near Penticton in 
my long-time family home. 
Priority issues

This summer’s heat wave 
has awakened Canadians to 
a new sense of urgency and 
a new deeper understanding 
of the critical importance 
of taking climate action 
seriously. I’m proud of what 
the NDP has accomplished 
to strengthen Canada’s first 
Climate Accountability Act. 
Since becoming your member 
of Parliament in 2015, I’ve 
fought hard for bold actions 
on this front. We must seize 
this moment and push for 
bolder action. 

The pandemic has shown 
us what we can accomplish 
quickly when faced with a 
clear crisis. We need to face 
climate change the same way 
and stop making only tentative 
moves to a clean energy 
economy. Young people are 
deeply concerned about their 
future as climate change 
continues to impact our world. 
Workers are deeply concerned 
about their future as they see 
good jobs in the fossil fuel 
sector disappearing. We must 
fight the climate crisis like 
we actually want to win and 
invest in good sustainable jobs 
in our region. Our plan doesn’t 
leave people behind.

I stand with Jagmeet 
and the NDP to advocate 
for  s igni f icant  federa l 
investments in affordable 
housing, to deliver on a 
universal pharmacare plan, 
and to expand our healthcare 
system to include the dental 
and mental healthcare that 
Canadians need. 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
COVID-19 pandemic, I 
worked hard with my NDP 
colleagues in parliament to 
get more support for people, 
faster. We helped ensure that 
working Canadians had access 
to CERB, that students and 
seniors received support, and 
defended small businesses. 
We must continue to fight to 
get results for families and 
workers through our recovery. 
We need to close loopholes 
and increase enforcement so 
the ultra-rich 1% that profited 
off the pandemic pay their 
fair share. 

My priorities for our 
region reflect what I want 
for my children and my 
grandchildren: a safe place to 
live, a healthy family living 
in a healthy environment, 

access to a promising future 
and a society that values our 
diversity and Indigenous 
heritage. 

Helena 
Konanz, 
Conservative

Background
I have a political science 

degree from UCLA and a 
master’s degree from UBC 
Okanagan. I am a former 
world ranked tennis player 
and have won seven national 
Canadian championships 
and have volunteered as a 
coach at Penticton Secondary 
School for ten years. I worked 
at NIKE at their corporate 
headquarters before moving 
to Penticton with my husband 
and two children. We just 
celebrated 25 years of running 
our small business. I was on 
Penticton City Council for 
seven years. In 2019, I ran 
for Member of Parliament 
and our team lost in one of the 
closest races in the country.  
Priority issues

There are many issues in 
this riding that need immediate 
attention and that have been 
neglected over the years. 

These issues include:
Soaring crime rate and not 

enough police officers
• the need for more doctors 

and specialists
• the lack of support for 

seniors
• limited mental health 

services
I am the only candidate 

running who has experience 
in local government, and 
I understand that to solve 
these problems, all levels 
of government must work 
together for you. As your 
member of parliament, I will 

address these issues and work 
collaboratively with others 
to make sure that the people 
of South Okanagan-West 
Kootenay are front and centre 
in Ottawa.

on individuals – install a 
sump pump or FireSmart 
your property – rather than 
addressing root causes. As 
your MP, addressing disaster 
events is within federal 
jurisdiction. Mitigation 
has to come from federal 
policy changes – banning 
fracking; ending fossil fuel 
subsidies; federal protection 
of our forests; community 
planning supports for local 
governments – rather than 
downloading responsibility 
onto local governments and 
households who are forced 
to react to events caused by 
factors outside of their control. 

Ken 
Robertson, 
Liberal

Background
I am Secwepemc from 

Neskonlith Indian Band, 
located in the south-central 
part of British Columbia. A 
dedicated husband and father 
of four, I am a passionate 
community leader and proud 
to be the Liberal Candidate 
for South Okanagan-West 
Kootenay.

I have dedicated my 
career in the public service 
to advocating for all children 
wi th  au t i sm spec t rum 
disorder. I am a former board 
member of Autism Ontario, 
Implementation Working 
Group with the Province of 
Ontario, and Social Inclusion 
Working Group with the 
Canad ian  Academy of 
Health Sciences (CAHS). In 
addition, I have experience 
speaking in conferences and 
committees on the needs-
based approach to autism 
services. I am a volunteer 
with the Giiwedin Anang 
Council, which provides 
a traditional approach to 
guiding the families towards 
the best possible outcome for 
the children.

In 2020,  I  received 
the Meritorious Service 
Decorations (Civil Division) 
for the Governor-General for 
my advocacy work with the 
ASD community.
Priority issues

I am passionate about 
investing in a fairer, greener 
economy that empowers 
future generations and making 
life better for families right 
here in our community.

Sean Taylor, 
PPC

Sean Taylor did not 
respond to our request for 
his background and priority 
issues by presstime.
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VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Emergency Support Services is looking for interested volun-
teers to help people impacted by disasters by providing short-
term support in a compassionate manner. Be a part of a great 
network of volunteers, learn how to help others, and be more 
prepared for emergencies. Full training will be provided. For 
more information, please contact the Village Office. 

Level 3 WATER RESTRICTIONS
Level 3 - No sprinkler use, but hand watering and soaker hose 
use is permitted.

Due to the drought in the West Kootenay region, the Province 
has asked that residents voluntary reduce water usage by 
50% for all water use, including ground water use. Please 
avoid any unnecessary watering, such as watering of lawns 
and landscaping, and minimize water use wherever possible.

BEARS & ATTRACTANTS
According to WildSafeBC, garbage is the most reported attrac-
tant involved in human-bear conflicts. A reminder for residents 
to keep garbage secure until morning of collection, manage 
your fruit trees by picking fruit as it ripens or use an electric 
fence to protect fruit trees, feed pets indoors, and bring bird 
feeders inside from April to November. If you have questions 
about how to best manage your attractants, please reach out 
to the WildSafeBC Community Coordinator, Cora Skaien, at 
newdenver@wildsafebc.com or at 778-987-3652. 

If you require assistance with picking excess fruit from your 
backyard trees, please contact Audray Wright at Harvest Share: 
250-814-9025 or email NDHarvestShare@gmail.com.

BOAT IDENTIFICATION
To assist emergency responders, please make sure your boats 
are labeled with a name and phone number in the event your 
boat, kayak, canoe, or paddle board becomes unsecured. Boat 
identification stickers are available at the Village Office free of 
charge.  

MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY 
EXTENSION

The Municipal Boundary Extension proposed by Village of 
New Denver, to include Denver Siding and surrounding area, 
has been approved by the Province of BC. The Village of New 
Denver and Regional District of Central Kootenay are now work-
ing together to coordinate the transfer of all related services. 
Affected RDCK Area H residents will receive updates directly 
and information will be posted to the Village’s website as the 
transfer proceeds. Anyone is welcome to contact the Village 
Office with questions. 

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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by Kathy Hartman
• Is the Village water system up 

to fighting a worst-case-scenario fire? 
The Village partnered with the Slocan 
Valley Wildfire Resiliency Program 
and retained the services of TRUE 
Consulting to find out. TRUE found that 
the fire hydrant flow north of Carpenter 
Creek mostly exceeds municipal 
guidelines for residential fire protection. 
To upgrade to commercial or institutional 
fire protection, the watermain connecting 
the reservoir to the Village system would 
need to be upgraded to a larger diameter 
pipe. 

South of Carpenter Creek, in the 
Orchard, the Village water system 
provides significantly less protection. 
The average flow north of the creek is 
around 90 litres per second; south of the 
creek, it drops to 36 litres per second. 
The flow reduces in the Orchard because 
a single 150mm watermain crosses the 
bridge to provide water there. To improve 
the flows for fire, a second watermain 
crossing the creek or the replacement 
of the existing watermain with a larger 
diameter would be required. There has 
been talk of installing a second or larger 
watermain on the proposed footbridge 
over the creek. 

Mayor Leonard Casley noted that 
the fire department drafts water out of 
the lake in emergency situations, so 
Orchard residents shouldn’t worry too 
much about a lower flow from the Village 
system. There is a generator at Well #1 
but not at Well #2. TRUE recommended 
installing a generator at Well #2, to be 
prepared for fighting a fire when the well 
pumps cannot run, due to a power outage, 
for example.

This report will be used for 
future planning, budgeting and grant 
applications.

•  Downtown revital izat ion 
suggestions from New Denver’s 
downtown businesses, gathered by the 
Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce, 
were submitted to council. Mayor 
Casley said the results of the informal 
survey would assist the Village in 
applying for a planning grant for 
downtown improvements. There were 
many suggestions, but the most popular 
were: improved signage, updated light 
standards, and more benches and flowers. 
Another popular suggestion was to move 
the power poles and lines off the street. 

• New Denver’s housing project 
has taken another step forward. Council 
passed the first and second readings of 
Official Community Plan (OCP) and 
zoning bylaw amendments to allow 
for a housing project at 602 Slocan 
Ave, currently the recycling depot. 
The amendments would allow the land 
to be rezoned from environmental to 
core commercial. A public hearing is 
scheduled for Tuesday, September 21, 
and adoption of the amended bylaws 
is expected on Tuesday, September 28. 
Letters will be sent to all property owners 
within 100 metres of the subject property 
and public notices will be placed in the 
August 26 and September 9 editions of 
the Valley Voice.

The 10-unit housing complex will 
have studio, one-bedroom, two-bedroom 
and three-bedroom units, and some will 
be fully accessible. The New Denver and 

Area Housing Society was notified in 
June that its application for BC Housing 
funding was successful.

• A new policy was adopted that 
allows the temporary use of an RV during 
construction or renovations on private 
property. Currently, RVs can only be 
occupied if there is a primary residence 
on the property. The new policy clearly 
outlines what a property owner can and 
cannot do. The owner must apply for a 
temporary RV Accommodation Permit 
before occupancy. That permit cannot 
be issued before the building permit. 
For safety reasons, RVs can only be 
occupied from March 15 to November 
15. There are clear guidelines about 
the location of the RV on the property 
and it must be kept clean, neat and tidy. 
There must be an appropriate plan in 
place to dispose of waste. Generators 
cannot be used between 8 pm and 8 
am. Only those individuals listed on the 
permit, and no visitors, can use the RV 
as accommodation. No renting or letting 
of the RV is permitted.

• The new owners of 603 Bellevue 
Street did not get what they wanted. The 
owners had hoped the Village would 
create a new zoning category so they 

could build two large houses on their one 
large lot, without having to subdivide. 
In their application, they said their 
intention is to “have an owner-occupied 
principal residence and a rental/family 
vacation accessory residence.” However, 
they wanted to be able to rent out both 
houses if their circumstances changed 
in the future. 

Council chose not to create the 
new zoning category. “We don’t need 
a patchwork of rezoning everywhere,” 
Mayor Casley said. “It would be a 
nightmare for the staff.” 

Planner Jessica Rayner reminded 
council that the owners could simply 
subdivide the property and put up two 
homes without all the rezoning.

Council asked staff to do some 
research into considering larger accessory 
residences and rental of both primary and 
secondary residences as part of a broader 
zoning bylaw review.

• Council agreed to write a letter of 
support for the Friends of the Orchard. 
The Friends are applying for funding 
for a conservation assessment for the 
House of Joyful Tidings, one of the few 
structures remaining from the Japanese-
Canadian internment camp in New 

Denver. A conservation assessment 
will allow the Friends to determine the 
appropriate steps regarding the future of 
the historic building.

• Councillors asked staff to set up 
meetings with provincial ministries at the 
upcoming Union of BC Municipalities 
convention September 14-17. They 
requested meetings with BC Emergency 
Health Services to discuss the lack of 
support for paramedics; the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastructure to 
discuss the unsafe state of Highway 6; 

the Ministry Responsible for Housing 
to discuss the lack of affordable housing; 
and the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations and Rural 
Development to discuss the deactivation 
of forestry roads.

Councillor Gerald Wagner said 
deactivating forestry roads is making it 
very difficult for fire crews to travel to 
fire zones.

• The August 24 council meeting 
was cancelled. The next meeting is 
September 14.

New Denver council, August 10: 
 Do we have enough water to handle a big fire?

submitted
This summer, the membership of 

the Slocan Valley Seniors’ Housing 
Society changed its name to the Slocan 
Valley Housing Society. This follows a 
decision at the 2020 AGM to provide 
affordable housing to a broader scope 
of households, as well as to seniors. The 
membership voted at last year’s AGM 
to change the society’s constitution to 
reflect this decision.

The housing that the society has 
built – Passmore Lodge and Slocan City 
Suites – will continue to serve seniors 
and people with disabilities only.

Society President Sally Mackenzie 
looks forward to the expanded mandate. 
“Our work in the housing sector over 
the past 25 years has shown us the great 

Housing society’s new name 
reflects expanded mandate

need for safe affordable housing for 
everybody, of all ages. We invite all parts 
of the community to come together and 
work with us to provide housing to meet 
people’s needs.”

The Slocan Valley Housing 
Society’s Annual General Meeting 
will be held Saturday, September 11 
at 10 am, outside at Passmore Lodge. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. The 
society welcomes new members. The 
event will include thank yous to outgoing 
board members Sue Harder and Mabel 
Kabatoff, and a tribute to long-time 
board member Penny Tees, who died in 
June. The board will also present some 
plans and ideas for the coming year. For 
further information, contact secretary@
svhousing.ca or call 250-226-7682.
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Therese 
Elisabeth 
Thickett
1951 – 2021

Therese’s life came to a peaceful 
close on July 11, 2021, at her home in 
Slocan, BC, surrounded with the love 
and comfort of her family, following a 
short illness. She was 70 years of age.

Therese was born on March 20, 
1951 in Murrayville, BC, the fifth child of Jake and Winnie Visser and the first 
to be born in Canada following the family’s emigration from The Netherlands. 
The Visser family lived in the Fraser Valley until Therese was seven years old 
and then bought a homestead in the Bulkley Valley at Quick, a rural community 
30 kilometres east of Smithers, BC.

Therese met her future husband, Roger Thickett, who was from Slocan 
and taking his senior year of high school in Smithers in 1965. Therese was 14 
and Roger was 18, and they became childhood sweethearts immediately, with 
an on-and-off romance for the next three years. In 1968, they became engaged, 
started planning a future life together, and on May 10, 1969, were married in 
Telkwa, BC. They lived in various work-related locations until 1976, when they 
made their final move to Slocan, where Therese would spend the rest of her life.

The primary mission in Therese’s life since childhood was to be a wife, mother 
and homemaker; she was a natural at all, and achieved her goals at a stellar level. 
She and Roger had three children: Gregory James in 1970, Michelle Anne in 1972 
and Tara Lynn in 1976, and by coincidence, all three were born in Nelson. She had 
a strong work ethic, firm convictions about the correct way to get things done, and 
held herself to very high standards in all her endeavours, pursuing them until she 
had achieved her best. Therese and Roger were best buddies as well as husband 
and wife, and spent most of their time together. Therese was a dedicated mother 
and a friend to her children as well as just Mom. She kept a meticulous house, 
was an accomplished cook, and her baking was near to legendary. Therese was 
a passionate gardener and always grew a large vegetable garden and berry patch, 
as well as she and Roger both enjoyed their flower and shrub beds. She was a 
voracious reader, and in her down time this was her preferred form of R&R, and 
she was also a founding member of a local book club.

Among Therese’s many virtues, one that stood out was her altruistic approach 
to life, always willing and happy to place others’ needs before her own, be it family, 
friends or the public. She was a big part of the school hot lunch program when 
her own kids were in school and chaperoned school trips. She was a member of 
the local W.I. for some years, involving charitable causes, and was part of the 
seniors’ lunch program. As well as volunteering at the local food bank, she served 
for two terms on the WEGCSS board. She was a founding volunteer member 
of the community library and also the custodian. Also, she was the lead singer 
in an old-time country band which entertained pro bono at seniors’ homes in the 
area, and was involved in other seniors’-related causes.

In her birth family, Therese was predeceased by her parents, her youngest 
brother, Tony and her oldest brother, Hank. She is survived by her older sister, 
Joanne and her two older brothers, Martin and Ralph. In her personal family, she 
is survived by her husband, Roger, and their children, Greg, Michelle (Steve) and 
Tara (Mark), grandchildren Danika (David), Paris, Bram [Greg’s], Kelli (Justin), 
Kirsten (Trent), Morgan (Cassandra), Robyn (Brett) [Michelle’s], and Lane 
(Taylor) and Avery [Tara’s], three great grandchildren Dagen, Daedrik (Danika 
and David’s) and Rylie (Robyn and Brett’s).

Many thanks to the people who gave food, cards, flowers and kind words 
of condolence. Special thanks to Therese and Roger’s grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, all who came to see their Nana. A special thanks to her dear 
friend, Bonnie Lister and her husband, Ken, for their support and help when it 
was so needed. An extra special thanks to Therese’s sister-in-law, Elaine, and to 
Therese and Roger’s son-in-law, Mark, both whom she treasured, and were a 
great comfort and support during a difficult time. Words can hardly express the 
gratitude for the love shown by Therese’s children for their Mom, especially her 
two daughters, who put their personal lives aside to care for their Mom during 
her illness, right to the end.

Therese was a beautiful person, both within and without. She was the 
cornerstone of her family and its bright shining light. Although the light dimmed 
and finally winked out, it left a warm glow in the hearts of those who loved her and 
cared for her. She is sorely missed and remembered as a truly very good person.

Due to ongoing concerns about COVID, a private family service will be 
held at a later date.

Sigrid Erika 
Lettrari: 

1935-2021 
Sigrid Lettrari (nee Haase), 86, 

died peacefully on Sunday, July 
18, 2021 in the Kootenay Lake 
Hospital in Nelson. Together with 
her husband, Ullrich Lettrari, she 
emigrated from Germany to Canada 
in 1975. Their early years in Canada 
were spent in Saskatoon, but after 
a visit where they fell in love with 
the Kootenays, they settled in Kaslo 
in 1978. 

Sigrid was a devoted wife and 
business partner, running the Kaslo 
Mountain King with Ulli for 20 years, before their son Enrico took it 
over in the late 1990s. Her retirement was a busy one, spent often with 
family, especially her grandchildren and great-grandchildren, as well as 
her joys of baking, cooking, reading, a bit of travel, and hosting friends 
in the afternoon for the classic and well-loved “Coffee-time” that was a 
key part of her German culture.

Sigrid will be dearly missed by the family she leaves behind: Enrico 
(Gudrun) and their children and grandchildren, Mario, and Silvio 
(Gabi) and their children and grandchildren. She was an amazing Oma 
- grandmother and great-grandmother. Her husband of 64 years, Ulli, 
predeceased her in 2017. 

The Lettraris would like to thank the Kaslo Home Support team and 
Vivian Tam. Additionally, big thanks to everyone at the Trail Regional 
Hospital and especially Dr. Wilson and staff at the Kootenay Lake 
Hospital, for contributing to her care in the last few weeks of her life. 
Thank you, too, to the Thompson Funeral Service for their assistance. 

by Jan McMurray
The Kootenay Furnace legacy 

continues with new owners Tyler 
Milton and Shayla Olson.

Tyler has been well trained for 
the job. For a little more than a year 
prior to purchasing the business, he 
worked alongside Doug Burton, who 
co-founded the company with his 
wife, Ana, in Slocan in 1976. Tyler 

Tyler Milton and Shayla Olson are the new owners of Kootenay Furnace.

Kootenay Furnace lives on under new ownership
and Shayla have moved the business 
to their home in Slocan Park.

Tyler was born and raised in 
Passmore. He went away for 16 years 
to work as an aircraft maintenance 
engineer, maintaining helicopters 
throughout the country. It was during 
his time away that he met his wife, 
Shayla, who was also an aircraft 
maintenance engineer.

“The multi-skill nature of aircraft 
maintenance lends itself well to 
the HVAC industry,” Tyler says. 
“I wanted to find a business that 
allowed me to stay home and raise 
my family where I grew up, and 
Kootenay Furnace fit the bill.”

Kootenay Furnace offers oil, 
electric and wood furnace/stove 
installations, repair and service; as 
well as above-ground oil storage 
tank installation and removal, below-
ground oil storage tank removal, 
and environmental remediation 
if required; and residential and 
commercial duct cleaning and 
sanitizing.

“We are always looking ahead 
to new HVAC technologies or 
improvements on old ones,” Tyler 
adds.

The company employs five 
people, and Tyler says they’d like to 
expand. “We service a vast area, from 
Nakusp/ Burton to Kaslo/ Meadow 
Creek down to Trail and everything 
in between. We have even been 
called outside the Kootenays into 
the Boundary country. We would 
love to pursue some satellite offices 
with trained personnel to reduce our 

travel carbon footprint.”
Tyler and Shayla are very 

happy to live in the Slocan Valley 
running Kootenay Furnace. “We 
would like to thank the community 

for the wonderful support and 
encouragement we have already 
received early in this venture and look 
forward to serving the Kootenays for 
many years to come!”

submitted
Valhalla Fine Arts managed to pull 

off modified summer programs despite 

Valhalla Fine Arts concludes five successful weeks of music and dance camps
the triple challenges of COVID-19, 
searing heat and heavy smoke. All 
programs were scaled back to carefully 

manage safety for participants and for 
our community members. The season 
began just as public health restrictions 
had begun to open up. The decision was 
made to keep small and keep safe.

The summer programming began 
on July 12 with Slava Doval running 
four dance classes that saw many local 
youth participating. Then there were 
two weeks of Suzuki Music Camp, each 
week serving about two dozen students, 
some from the local area, as well as from 
across BC, Alberta and Yukon. Several 
outdoor concerts were held, including 
a magical set of rolling recitals in the 
Kohan Gardens. Group concerts were 
held in the Lucerne School field. VSSM 
took place the following week with 35 
students attending and a number also 
enrolling remotely in private lessons 
provided over the internet. Once again, 
there was a final concert in the tent on the 
field of Lucerne School. The final week 
of summer performing arts camps had 
two programs occurring simultaneously: 
a ballet class in Silverton with Lynette 
Lightfoot instructing and the Cello 
Symposium in Hills with John Kadz and 
Johanna Perron instructing.

For many students, these camps were 
their first chance since the pandemic took 
hold to receive face-to-face instruction, 
to perform for a live audience or to 
experience the joy of performing with 
others.

Suzuki student Annabella Oster of Edmonton performs a selection from Bach’s Solo Suite #1 
for cello in the Kohan Garden August 4.

Nic Lago of Richmond, BC, who has been 
attending the Suzuki camp since he was 5, 

performs Julie-O for unaccompanied cello by 
Mark Summer at the Kohan Garden August 4.
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IPCC’S CLIMATE 
PROGNOSIS

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), a UN body that assesses climate science, 
reported on its synthesis of 14,000 studies this 
month. 234 scientists and 195 governments 
across the planet agree there is no doubt that 
we humans are responsible for the climate crisis. 
Earth is hotter now than it has been in the last 
125,000 years. See ipcc.ch

Welcome to our 13th gallery season

Gallery Open ONLY by Appointment: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm 250-265-8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

Aug. 25-Sept. 11:  
 Perry Haddock
Sept.14-Oct. 2:  
 Brigitte Desbois

by Jan McMurray
The show at Studio Connexion in 

Nakusp from August 25 to September 
11 is called A Love Affair with Nature 
and features paintings of west coast 
artist Perry Haddock.

‘Lakeview Kaleidoscope’ by Perry Haddock, who is showing at Studio Connexion August 25-September 11.

West coast artist Perry Haddock shows at Studio Connexion
“The theme is simply the joy 

of painting the diverse Canadian – 
mostly BC – landscape,” Haddock 
said in an interview. “Any artist has 
such a rich source of inspiration 
from all over the province. Although 

I haven’t been able to travel for a 
while due to COVID, I have lots of 
inspiration from photos and sketches 
I’ve collected from earlier travels.”

Haddock has an impressionistic 
style, and paints primarily in acrylic 

and watercolour. All the pieces in this 
show are acrylic.

“Since I paint quickly and rather 
spontaneously, the fact that acrylics 
dry quickly means that I can layer 
paint without having to stop and 
wait for it to dry before moving on,” 
Haddock explains. “I use a lot of 
transparent glazes in the early stages 
of each painting, so it’s also useful to 
be able to thin the acrylic paint when I 
need to, or layer it thickly right out of 
the tube when I want it more opaque.”

Haddock met Anne Beliveau, 
Studio Connexion gallerist, through 
artist Tatjana Mirkov-Popovicki. 
Beliveau says she has met many 
artists through Tatjana, a former 
president of the Federation of 
Canadian Artists who has had several 
shows at Studio Connexion.

“I was truly lucky to get Perry 
for an exhibition here at Studio 
Connexion,” Beliveau says. “We had 
a few of his pieces during the Winter 
Group Show and we are hoping the 
population at large will fall in love 
with his new fine artworks.”

Haddock is a signature member 
of the Federation of Canadian Artists 
and Landscape Artists International, 

and an active member of the BC Art 
Teachers’ Association.

From September 14 to October 
2, Studio Connexion will feature a 
show by Brigitte Desbois, who will 
facilitate a plein air workshop on 
the Nakusp waterfront September 
18 and 19. The following weekend, 
the Quebec artist will be back for 
a second painting workshop for 
experienced painters at Valley of the 
Springs Winery.

The gallery is located at 203 Fifth 
Avenue NW in Nakusp and is open 
Tuesday through Saturday 11 am to 
4 pm. Other times can be arranged by 
calling 240-265-8888.

by Jan McMurray
The $4 million, four-year Kootenay 

Connect project, addressing the 
impacts of climate change and loss of 
biodiversity across 10,000 kilometres 
of Kootenay landscape, is now two 
years in.

Co-led by Hills resident Marcy 
Mahr of the Kootenay Conservation 
Program and independent biologist 
of Kaslo, Dr. Michael Proctor (Trans-
Border Grizzly Bear Project), the 
project has four focus areas: the 
Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor (north 
of New Denver, between Slocan and 
Summit Lakes), Columbia Wetlands 
and Creston Valley (both of which are 
internationally-recognized wetlands), 
and Wycliffe Wildlife Corridor (near 
Cranbrook).

In the Bonanza Biodiversity 
Corridor (BBC), the second year has 
seen wetland restoration at Hunter 
Siding; an archaeological and cultural 
assessment; mapping of old-growth 
forest remaining in the corridor; and 
studies on species at risk, beaver 
habitat, and fish and invertebrates in 
Bonanza Creek.

“Field work over the past two 
summers in the corridor has led to 
the discovery of over 1,000 unique 
species, thus affirming that the Bonanza 
Biodiversity Corridor is aptly named!” 
said Marcy Mahr in an interview. 
“This landscape contains 25 provincial 
or federal species at risk, such as 
wolverine, grizzly bear and mountain 

Kootenay Connect conservation project now halfway through its four years
Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor “aptly named” with over 1,000 species documented

goat as well as western toad, little 
brown bat, olive-sided flycatcher, and 
barn swallow.”

The BBC project is being managed 
by the Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society (SLSS), with local biologists 
Ryan Durand and Tyson Ehlers hired 
to do most of the studies.

Mahr says they are learning more 
and more about how to improve the 
overall hydrology of the corridor and 
how this can be part of the solution for 
climate resilience. She says beavers are 
key, as they help to distribute water over 
a large area.

“There are over 17 beaver colonies 
and we estimate over 80 beavers in the 
system,” she said. “They make wet 
areas bigger, and a bigger wet footprint 
during drought is good for the water 
supply, and acts as a fire break and a 
wildlife refuge during fires.”

They are also learning about how 
the old rail bed has impacted the 
hydrology of the corridor. “The rail 
trail is like a linear dam, that has 

disconnected the wetlands on either 
side of it,” she said. “We want our 
hydrological systems to be connected – 
that’s how they are best able to respond 
to flooding and drought conditions.”

SLSS President Wendy King 
reports that Durand and Ehlers are 
mapping the old-growth and mature 
forest in the corridor, and that First 
Nations are actively involved in this 
work, as well. She says Kootenay 
Connect mapping will be integrated 
into provincial government databases. 

“The value of our work is 
increasing greatly through the contacts 
and networks of Kootenay Connect,” 
said King.

The BBC component of the 
Kootenay Connect project will see an 
investment of over $500,000 over the 
four years.

Funding for the entire Kootenay 
Connect project comes from the federal 
government’s Canada Nature Fund ($2 
million), with matching funds from 
many regional and local organizations.
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

submitted
After a hiatus of almost two 

years due to COVID-19, the 
Valhalla Community Choir led by 
long-time director Francie Oldham 
will recommence this fall with 
precautions in place to prevent the 
spread of the virus. 

Anyone wishing to join the choir 
this fall must be fully vaccinated. 
“We require that all participants 
show proof they have had been 
completely vaccinated in advance 
of the choir season. Everyone must 
bring their Interior Health (or other 
jurisdiction) proof-of-vaccination 
card to the first practice,” said 
Oldham. 

In order to maintain physical 
distancing of two metres, the 
choir will practice in the Silverton 
Memorial Hall where there is 
adequate space for choristers to 
spread out, rather than the Knox 
Hall which has traditionally been 
their practice space. “It’s going to 
be interesting being that far apart,” 
said Francie. “It means each singer 
will need to know their part – they The Valhalla Community Choir, led by Francie Oldham, resumes in the fall.

Valhalla Community Choir resumes in September
can’t rely on their neighbour to keep 
them on track,” she said with a grin.

There are further precautions 
required as part of the necessary 
safety plan that allows choir to 
resume. These include frequent 
hand sanitizing, taking attendance 
including phone numbers for 
contact tracing, and only allowing 

singers inside the rehearsal space. 
Further details of the safety plan will 
be provided to all singers before the 
first practice.

“I am very excited and look 
forward to conducting the choir 
once again. Having a community 
choir is a wonderful thing for a small 
village like ours. It brings people 

from all walks of life together 
to make music, so it’s important 
to resume singing. Things could 
change (with the COVID situation) 
but we’ll just have to go with the 
flow,” said Oldham.

Choir will begin on September 
13 at 7 pm at the Silverton Memorial 
Hall. New members are very 

welcome (especially basses and 
tenors). You do not have to be a 
trained singer to join. The choir is 
open to anyone who is vaccinated 
and who enjoys singing. Francie 
asks that all choir members, old and 
new, contact her at oldhamtracy@
gmail.com to confirm they are 
planning to attend.

Nakusp and Area Bike Society (NABS) has delivered four day camps for kids and one for 
adults this summer. The camps were funded by Columbia Basin Trust and Nakusp and Area 

Community Foundation.

SBS Customer and Staff Appreciation Day
Hi folks. Great day today. Lots of hungry, appreciative and generous customers! We raised 

$709 for the Silverton-New Denver, Slocan and Hills Volunteer Fire Departments.

Linda Cruden is Nakusp’s most recent Rotary Community online bingo winner! Local Rotary Club members present her with her winnings of $651.50 on August 
14 at the Nakusp waterfront. Rotary Nakusp congratulates all the online bingo winners, and thanks players for their support of local community programs.
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David Martin 
Schonberg 

November 30, 1942 – 
July 27, 2021 

We are truly sad to announce that 
Dave has passed away in New Denver 
after struggling with Alzheimer’s 
disease. Dave is survived by his 
wife, Crystal (Moon), daughter 
Dawn (Ryan) Schonberg and sister 
Ann (John) Pratt. He was born in Le 
Pas, Manitoba to Roy (Reinhold) and 
Muriel (Pickup) Schonberg. After 
Muriel’s passing in 1950, Dave spent 

most of his childhood in Kaslo with foster parents, Reg and Frederica 
Mossman. 

Over the years Dave acquired training as a machinist, heavy duty 
mechanic, automotive technician, small engine technician and pilot. He 
used his many skills in the mining, logging and fishing industries. In 1977 
he established Kaslo Truck & Saw Ltd., first as a chainsaw shop and then 
an automotive/small engine repair business. He spent most of his days 
helping people fix just about anything. In the spring of 2018, at age 76, 
Dave decided to retire and sold the shop. 

Dave loved the mountains, hunting, fishing, repairing/building things, 
photography, music, dancing, animals, kids and having a good laugh 
with friends. 

A special thank you to staff at the New Denver Pavilion for helping 
Dave through the last 5 months of his life. 

A public memorial is planned for 2:00 pm, Saturday, Sept 11 at St 
Andrew’s United (pending pandemic restrictions). Please come and share 
your stories.

To leave a personal message of condolence please see the Thompson 
Funeral Service website https://www.thompsonfs.ca

Even Small Ads attract notice in the Valley Voice.

by Jan McMurray
Like many businesses during 

the pandemic, Halcyon Hot Springs 
has been reimagining itself – and 
is now opening up with a renewed 
vision. 

The restaurant is open to the 
public, and the hot springs pools 
are open for day use to people who 
book a spa treatment. During the 
shutdown, only people staying in 
the accommodations on site were 
able to use the facilities.

“We’re creating something very 
special here,” said Chef Darryl 
Crumb. “We want all of our guests – 
whether they are coming for a stay, 
or for a day for a spa treatment and 
soak, or for a meal – to slow down, 
relax and let us take care of them.”

The spa offers relaxation 

Chef Darryl Crumb is committed to his vision of a farm-to-table restaurant at Halcyon Hot Springs.

Halcyon Hot Springs restaurant now open to the public; pools open with spa package
massage and deep tissue massage 
for $135 (60 minutes) and $175 
(90 minutes), hot stone massage for 
$185 (90 minutes), and organic skin 
care facials for $130 (60 minutes). 
A hot springs dip is included in the 
price of the treatment. 

The restaurant is one of very 
few in the area that offers fine dining 
cuisine. Open from 10:30 am to 8 
pm (last seating), the restaurant at 
Halcyon features fresh, local food 
and farm-raised meats. “We focus 
on providing healthy but decadent 
gourmet meals,” Chef Crumb said.

Chef Crumb grew up on a farm 
in Manitoba, and is committed to his 
vision of a farm-to-table restaurant 
at Halcyon. He has created gardens 
on the property, and is building 
a four-season greenhouse, to be 

heated by the hot springs water. His 
vision also includes fruit trees and 
flower gardens.

“We’re going for 100% green 
and sustainable,” Chef Crumb said. 
“The supply chain was really hit by 
COVID, and we’d like to figure out 
how to not be reliant on the supply 
chain.”

An outdoor space for events for 
75-100 people, such as weddings, 
is also in the planning stages. 
This space will be located by the 
lakeshore and will include an 
outdoor kitchen. Paths along the 
lakeshore are being improved.

“We’re building something 
special here,” said Crumb.

Chef Crumb said he jumped 
at the chance to join the team at 
Halcyon and take a leadership role in 

revisioning the dining experience at 
the resort. “An opportunity like this, 
especially during a pandemic, just 
doesn’t happen. I feel so fortunate.”

Chef Crumb went to culinary 
school in Ottawa, and then worked 
with a chef in Paris, France. He 
came back to Canada and was 
selected to be on Top Chef Canada 
for the Food Network, and was 
named one of western Canada’s 
top 40 foodies under 40 years of 
age. He has owned his own private 
chef and catering company, and an 
award-winning food truck. He was 
also a chef for the MTS Centre and 
Winnipeg Jets Hockey Club. Before 

coming to Halcyon about a year ago, 
he spent five years in Montreal as a 
private chef and restaurateur.

“I’m now ready to stay in one 
spot, and this is one of the greatest 
places you could live in the world,” 
he said.

Halcyon Hot Springs is all about 
health and wellness and the slow 
life – not just for its guests, but also 
for its staff. Crumb says the staff 
is given opportunities for wellness 
treatments such as massage, and 
professional development. Staff 
accommodation is available.

More information: www.
halcyon-hotsprings.com.
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The Silverton Co-Work Society 

has been moving forward in its 
plans for a multi-purpose community 
resource centre that will provide 
workspace for people who need 
part-time office and meeting space, as 
well as support local food producers, 
entrepreneurs and community 
programming. However, the project 
has hit a wrinkle with its initially 
chosen location and is pivoting to 
a Plan B.

The development of a local 
co-work space was originally the 
brainchild of Danika Hammond, 

Co-Work and Food Hub full steam ahead 
who saw a shared office-style 
workspace as a way to spur economic 
development in the area. Co-work 
spaces allow people to work remotely 
as freelancers, consultants or in tech-
related industries without needing to 
incur the expense of a full-time office. 
They also allow those who primarily 
work from home or with non-profit 
organizations to have occasional 
access to some of the perks of an 
urban-style office, like higher speed 
internet, private meeting spaces and 
a peer network.

Hammond spearheaded the 
formation of the Silverton Co-Work 
Society in 2018 to further this vision 
within a non-profit model. The 
society began operating a part-time 
co-work space on rented premises in 
the former United Church building 
in Silverton. Plans for procuring a 
permanent home for the co-work 
space began to take shape with some 
seed funding secured in early 2020. 
Hammond then resigned from the 
Silverton Co-work Society board of 
directors to avoid a conflict of interest 
either as a government employee or 
as a member of the family that owns 
the Silverton General Store property 
that was at the time the primary 
location being considered for the 
project. 

Subsequently in the summer of 
2020, the newly augmented board 
undertook the additional mandate of 
incorporating a commercial kitchen 
and food-focused workspace so that 
local food producers would also have 
access to an affordable location in 
which to pursue their livelihoods. The 
society currently has six directors, 
some of whom have a background in 
food production, some with more of 
an office and tech background, but all 
of whom share a vision for a multi-
use shared workspace encompassing 
both realms.

In March 2021, the society 
received word that it had been 

awarded a Community Economic 
Recovery Infrastructure Program 
(CERIP) grant to include a North 
Slocan Valley Food Centre in a 
facility in conjunction with the 
co-work space. They were able to 
begin moving ahead with detailed 
consultations in aid of the expanded 
multi-purpose project. They drafted 
an agreement for the use of grant 
funding to make improvements 
to a privately-owned building on 
condition that they receive the full 
value of those improvements back 
from the property owner in the form 
of free or reduced rent over the course 
of a long-term lease.

Unfortunately, the inclusion 
of a commercial kitchen, which 
constituted a ‘change of use’ under 

Building Code regulations, triggered 
a number of complications at the 
Silverton General Store site which 
proved challenging. These went 
beyond what the society felt could be 
accomplished in a fiscally responsible 
way within the scope of the project; 
as such, they have decided not to 
pursue the project in that location. 
It was a difficult decision for the 
board to make, as the Hammond 
family enthusiastically supported the 
workspace vision and had already 
invested time and money to prepare 
the building for the project.

The Hammonds still hope that 
this highly visible heritage building 
can be redeveloped in some manner, 
to regain its former importance to the 
community and enhance economic 

development in the region.
Community members have 

expressed concern that the North 
Slocan Valley Community Food and 
Co-work Centre project may not 
proceed, but the Silverton Co-Work 
Society remains fully committed and 
is eagerly exploring the possibility of 
an alternate location. They have not 
spent any grant funds on renovations 
to date, and their request for an 
amendment to the terms of the CERIP 
grant is pending; if approved, it 
will allow those funds to instead be 
applied to a new location. The society 
is very optimistic at this point and 
they hope to make an announcement 
about their Plan B as soon as their 
re-worked budget and plans are 
approved by the granting agency.

Sandon Historical Society President Dan Nicholson thanks Judith Maltz for her 17 years of service at the Sandon Museum. Maltz has now retired 
after a significant contribution to the operation and development of the museum.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

In a split vote, the Arrow 
Lakes School District 10 board of 
trustees approved a plan to allow a 
logging company to build an access 
road across its property at Burton 
Elementary School.

The trustees voted 3-2 at a special 
meeting on July 22 to allow Stella-
Jones to move ahead with plans to 
build a short logging road across 
the corner of the district’s 63-acre 
property in order to access beetle-
killed wood for logging.

“If this access road helps get the 
job done, then it should go ahead,” 
said Lora Lee Brekke before casting 
her vote in favour of the proposal. 
“The wildfire situation we’re currently 
in shows us the need for getting rid of 
the dead wood on the mountain and 
keep any fuel away from fires.”

She added it was a matter of 
public responsibility.

“As one resident pointed out, the 
public will hold us responsible if a 
devastating fire should happen and 
we did not give access,” she said. 

Arrow Lakes School District 10 approves 
Burton Elementary logging road

“Our decision needs to be seen as not 
supporting logging, but in keeping 
Burton School and the community 
safe.”

But not all trustees agreed. Board 
chair Christine Dixon said she was 
worried about the potential problems 
created by the logging operation.

“I don’t believe it’s in the best 
interest of District 10 students,” she 
said. “The clearcut operation, on a 
steep slope above the school – I’m 
concerned about future disasters 
happening from an extreme weather 
event that could bring the side down 
into the school. 

“I know it’s fear-based, but I 
believe that fire is also fear-based. 
Maybe more obvious, though. It’s a 
really tough decision but I am going 
to oppose it.”

Several trustees said they struggled 
with their decision, including Rhonda 
Farrell.

“I’ve not been sure of which side 
to support, because I hear both sides. 
I appreciate the ‘no’ argument, and the 
‘yes’ argument, and for me it comes 
down to which is the lesser of two 

evils,” she said. 
In the end Farrell, along with 

Brekke and Trustee Steve Gascon, 
voted for the proposal. Dixon and 
Trustee Danyea Simon voted against. 

A follow-up motion by Gascon 
called for any funds raised by the 
project to be earmarked for the use of 
Burton Elementary School. That is 
estimated to be about $23,000 from 
the 10-year road lease and the sale of 
wood cut to create the logging road. 
That motion was passed, with only 
Trustee Simon abstaining.

The board made the decision 
several weeks after holding a public 
meeting in Burton to discuss the plan, 
and accepting written submissions 
from the public on the matter.

Now that the approval has been 
granted in principal, SD 10 officials 
will meet with Stell-Jones to settle the 
details of the contract.

Stella-Jones has committed to 
meeting with residents of Burton in 
August to consult about their plans, 
which will see several blocks of wood-
damaged pine cleared out from above 
the community.
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The Kaslo and District Library 

board is thrilled to have received 
an extremely generous donation 
towards the new public library for 
Kaslo and Area D.

The Library Building Reserve 
Fund has received a donation from 
the Estate of Murray Pearson, 
amounting to $200,000 over two 
years. Murray (‘Mur’) Pearson, who 
passed away on August 19, 2020, was 
a long-time member and active user 
of the library, and extremely involved 

Kaslo Library receives substantial estate donation 
in sports and other community 
activities in the North Kootenay Lake 
area. He expressed his support for 
the environment by going without 
a car for about 40 years. The board, 
staff and Fundraising Committee 
sincerely thank the family of Murray 
Pearson for this tremendous boost to 
their fundraising. This donation will 
go towards greater energy efficiency 
in the library building, and help with 
grant applications and construction.

In addition to this very generous 

donation, there have been hundreds 
of expressions of support via 
signatures, several encouraging 
comments, many donations, a 
CFNKLS grant, plus outstanding 
participation in an online auction 
fundraiser. This support, along with 
a partnership with the Village of 
Kaslo and grant funding from the 
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT), has 
secured land in downtown Kaslo 
for the new library. The Columbia 
Basin Trust also provided funding 
for the development of preliminary 

concept plans by Richard Hunter 
Architects with Heritage Consultant 
Robert Inwood.

At around the same time, the 
library received word that Kaslo’s 
application for the 2020 Investing 
in Canadian Infrastructure Program 
(ICIP) grant was not successful. 
Fundraising efforts for the new 
library will continue through other 
grant opportunities and community-
based events. Library Board Chair 
Anne Heard says, “We continue to be 
enthusiastic and will move forward 
quickly to develop more detailed 
architectural designs with more 
precise cost estimates, which will be 

useful in strengthening future grant 
applications.”

As part of both the Building 
and Fundraising Committees, 
Mayor Suzan Hewat extends her 
appreciation for “the strong support 
the library has received from grant 
funding organizations such as CBT 
and CFNKLS as well as private 
donations including the generous 
Murray Pearson donation. We will 
continue to strive for expanded 
library services for the residents of 
Kaslo and Area D.”

For  updates  and  fur ther 
information, visit the library website 
at kaslo.bc.coop and click on the New 
Library Project button, or contact 
Library Director Eva Kelemen at 
info@kaslo.bclibrary.ca.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

As fast as they came, the blistering 
summer temperatures vanished in the 
last few weeks – taking with them 
much of the force behind the wildfires 
burning in the West Kootenay.

While residents watched in horror 
and fascination at the giant White 
Rock Lake fire licking at the borders 
of the Central Okanagan to the west, 
fires in their own region seemed to 
tamp right down during the same 
period.

Temperatures  came down 
10°C-20°C from July highs, and 
heavy rains last weekend helped 
reduce fire activity even further. The 
obscuring smoke cleared off, allowing 
aerial attack to resume and ground 
crews to build containment lines to 
direct fires away from homes and 
infrastructure.

E v e n  t h e  l i g h t n i n g  t h a t 
accompanied many of the systems 
passing through the area on the 
weekend didn’t seem to spark many 
new fires as of press time.

Several major fires were declared 
‘being held,’ evacuation alerts and 
orders were reduced even further, and 
at least two fires in the region – Trozzo 
Creek near Winlaw, and Akokli Creek 
on the east shore of Kootenay Lake – 
were removed from the list of ‘fires of 
note’ by BC Wildfire Service (BCWS) 
officials.

None of the fires are expected to 
be completely extinguished by human 
efforts; that will be up to the weather. 
But rather than having to wage an 
all-out defensive battle, fire crews are 
settling in for a prolonged siege – and 
keeping close watch on the bone-dry 
forest.
Arrow Lakes Complex

The largest fires burning in 
the region, along the east and west 
shores of lower Arrow Lakes, are 
still considered ‘out of control’ by 
the BCWS. However, fire behaviour 
has eased off considerably from last 
weekend’s rains, and crews have 
been able to begin to remove some 
equipment from secured lines.

“This significant rainfall has 
once again reduced fire behaviour 
and slowed fire progression. Fire 
behaviour in the south is rank 1 and 2 
for the second day in a row, which is 
a smouldering to low-vigour surface 
fire with a slow rate of spread,” said a 
BCWS report. 

Evacuation orders and alerts – 
except one – have been reduced or 
lifted. One new alert was issued last 
week for the south end of the Octopus 

Creek fire (in the Fauquier area), where 
it was inching towards a handful of 
properties and recreation sites between 
Pebble Beach and Twobit Creek.
Octopus Creek

Work focused on the north side of 
the 23,000-hectare fire over the last 
week. Firefighters, heavy equipment 
and aircraft continue to hold the fire 
on the south side of the Hart Creek 
drainage, as the fire edged towards 
Fauquier.

Structure protection specialists 
continue to monitor, improve and 
expand systems in Fauquier.

To the south, the fire continues to 
burn as a low-vigour surface fire with 
visible flame and a slow rate of spread. 
Machine guard construction continues 
from Sunshine Creek to a previously 
burned area at Deer Park.

The fire has moved into difficult 
terrain with limited escape route 
options and extensive amounts of 
line. The steep slopes also pose safety 
challenges for heavy equipment 
building machine guard. 
Michaud Creek

Crews have spent the last 
weeks focusing their fight on the 
14,600-hecatre fire on its north side, 
protecting the town of Edgewood and 
neighbouring communities. Crews 
continue to establish containment 
lines around Bear Paw Lake, ensuring 
the fire doesn’t spread into Johnston 
Creek. They’re also demobilizing 
along secured lines.

To the south, crews are patrolling 
the Renata Ridge and establishing a 
control line there. Structure protection 
specialists continue to monitor and 
improve systems in Renata.
Trozzo Creek

At just under 6,000 hectares, the 
Trozzo Creek fire in the highlands 
just east of Winlaw prompted an 
evacuation order soon after it started 
during the height of the summer ‘heat 
dome.’ Since then, crews worked with 
backburns and line clearing to move 
the fire away from the Slocan Valley 
bottom.

As of Monday, rain and cool 
temperatures have significantly 
dropped the fire behaviour. The fire 
was downgraded from being a ‘fire 
of note’ over the weekend. It’s now 
classified as ‘being held’ – in other 
words, unlikely to spread significantly 
from its current area.

The RDCK has also rescinded the 
Area Restriction for the fire, saying 
“with the downturn in weather and 
reduced fire activity, there is no need 
at this time to restrict public access to 
the area.”

Mop-up operations continues in 
the Holmsen Creek drainage, and fire 
suppression continues on the southern 
border of the fire, near Mount Hoover.

The size of the attack crew has 
been reduced to 16, and three pieces 
of heavy equipment. Cleanup has 
begun on the fire operation. Crews are 
recovering equipment that is no longer 
needed for redistribution to other fires.
Other fires

There are a handful of other 
wildfires burning in the Valley Voice 
readership area, most caused by 
lightning. None are threatening 
communities or infrastructure. The 
BCWS notes a few of the larger fires:

• A 40-hectare fire near Halfway 
River is ‘being held.’ 

• A 200-hectare fire near Stevens 
Creek, north of Trout Lake, is listed as 
‘out of control,’ as is the 300-hecatare 
fire at Mobb’s Creek south of the lake. 

• Several smaller fires also burn 
in the high country surrounding Trout 
Lake.

• One new 17-hectare fire is listed 
at Cameron Lake northwest of Nakusp 
on the east shore of the Arrow Lakes.

Weather backs up firefighter’s efforts to contain West Kootenay fires
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Dominated by the Conservatives 
for most of this century’s elections, 
the NDP are hoping to regain the seat 
with former MP Wayne Stetski taking 
on incumbent Conservative Rob 
Morrison. Stetski sat in Parliament 
from 2015-19, but Morrison handily 
defeated him by 10 percentage points 
in 2019 election. The other parties 
have traditionally trailed far behind 
the two frontrunners in the huge 
riding, which includes Kaslo and 
Area D, Nelson, Salmo, Creston, 
Revelstoke, Golden and the East 
Kootenay.

Voter turnout was 72.6% in the 
riding in 2019.

Kootenay-Columbia: NDP hopes for win with former incumbent

Wayne Stetski, 
NDP

Biography
I’ve spent my life working 

with and for the environment, and 
working with and for people. That 
is why being an MP is so important 
to me. We have so much work to do 
for the environment, and so much 
work to make Canada a better place 
in general for people. So for me, it 
is all about people and the planet – 
and for the party, it’s people and the 
planet as well.
Priority issues

I’ll focus on three, because I’ve 
completed one round of visiting 
with most of the communities in 
Kootenay-Columbia over the last 
three weeks. And the priorities 

are very, very clear: the climate 
emergency; the lack of affordable 
housing; and health care. There 
is a real interest and need to get 
free dental care and free medical 
prescriptions, which is really part of 
Tommy Douglas’ initial vision for 
medicare in Canada. Medicare was 
meant to cover us from the bottom of 
our feet to the top of our heads, and 
everything in between. And when we 
talk about that with people, they get 
very excited. 

A lens over all of that is dealing 
with reconciliation with our 
Indigenous friends and neighbours. 
We absolutely have to focus on 
that, as well as on recovering from 
COVID, which is also an economic 
recovery. But the three priorities 
I always hear from people at the 
doorstep are climate, affordable 
housing and health care.

Background
For almost 30 years on both 

sides of the Kootenays, I have 
operated award-winning businesses 
in forestry, marketing, tourism, 
management and more. 

I have a master’s degree in 
neuroscience, and a philosophy and 
psychology (honours) undergraduate 
arts and science degree, received 

Robin 
Goldsbury, 
Liberal

with distinction. I also studied 
advertising and public relations and 
have received many educational and 
national industry awards.

I am a vocal promoter of rural 
and small community issues within 
the Liberal Party of Canada. I have 
also played significant roles in the 
Women’s Commission. My four 
(soon to be five) young grandchildren 
are my inspiration for pushing for the 
very best in Kootenay-Columbia.
Priority issues

My biggest priority is to give 
the people of Kootenay-Columbia a 
stronger, louder and more effective 
voice in Ottawa. Our sheer geography 
puts us at disadvantages other 
ridings simply do not understand. 
In government, we need energy, 
tenacity, and someone willing to 
work hard to be heard. We need 
someone sitting at the Liberal 
government’s table. With me, we 
have a voice in those caucus meetings 
with the power brokers. Daily, I’ll be 
reminding my Liberal colleagues 
that our Kootenay-Columbia is not 
urban Canada, that we have needs 
that must be considered. We deserve 
to be heard!

The smoke and fires are clear - 
we are on the front lines of climate 
change. We need the government’s 
ear when discussing national climate 
adaptation strategies, saving old-
growth forests, phasing out fossil 
fuel subsidies (by 2025), paying 
for pollution, and the many billions 
committed to mitigating climate 
change and net zero by 2050. 

Affordabili ty is huge for 
us – building housing, staff 
accommodation, $10 child care, 
increased Canada Child Benefit, 
lowered taxes for the middle class, 
increased taxes on the 1%.

Heal thcare  i s  mass ive  – 
introducing pharmacare, improving 
mental health and addiction help, 
and greater assistance for those with 
disabilities. We have healthcare 
access and doctor shortage issues the 
government must hear.

On a more local scale, we need 
a stronger voice in the Columbia 
River Treaty negotiations. We 
need someone standing up in the 
Softwood Lumber Tariff disputes. 
Transportation and connecting our 
communities is big, as well.

Rana Nelson, 
Green

Background
I grew up in Saskatchewan, 

and have lived and travelled all 
over Canada, including 18 years 
in BC and four in Ottawa. With a 
BA in English, I have worked and 
volunteered in affordable housing, 
employment, healthcare, education, 
communication, tourism, and 
immigration. In Revelstoke now, my 
husband, three children, and I love the 
mountains, forests, and lakes in our 
area, and I want to ensure the human 
family can continue and restore its 
connections with the land.
Priority issues

My priorities: To understand 
what residents need to thrive and how 
we will work together to make that 
happen. I see our ‘bounce forward’ 
occurring in:

Climate Action and a Green 
Economic Recovery: BC is burning, 
drought is killing crops and livestock, 
and we’re clearcutting old growth. 
We need summer, not ‘fire season.’ 
To have a liveable future, we must 
change our industry practices, most 
importantly, moving investment 
and subsidies in oil, gas, and coal to 
green energy. We have an exciting 
opportunity to green our economic 
recovery with a just transition to 
ensure fossil-fuel and forestry workers 
are part of that shift. The economy, 
the environment, and our health are 
so intertwined that when we start 
cleaning up and actually protecting 
our air, water, and soil, we will reap 
the benefits in all areas of our lives.

Social Justice: Lack of affordable 
housing and childcare, staff shortages, 
and a living wage are issues throughout 
the region. Solving them requires 
participation from all levels of 
government, as well as citizen action. 
As part of the Revelstoke Community 
Housing Society, I know that solutions 

Background
My story begins as a missionary 

kid, raised in the Philippines. I 
believe that was my first introduction 
to injustice and disparity in life. I 
have spent my life since then trying 
to make the world around me a better 
place. I worked with organizations 
such as Greenpeace, West Coast 
Canada Wilderness and the Gitxsan 
and Wet’suwet’en land claims. 
Those of you in the Valley may 
remember me as a founding member 
of the Slocan Reading Centre in my 
desire for access to information and 
literature for all. Most recently, I’ve 
worked with the ASPCA and running 
the call centre for the Humane 
Society. I last introduced myself to 
you all in the 2019 election to try and 
point out that our government is too 
big and powerful for our own good.
Top priorities

Which leads us to this election. 
I would not have imagined it could 
get so much worse, so fast. If ever we 
need oversight for a government gone 
wild, it is NOW! Our government in 
the last two years has spent way too 
much, putting us in unprecedented 
debt and crushing inflation. The 
government, regardless of your 
beliefs, had no right to declare anyone 
unessential, made to stay home, 
impede travel, disallow us to worship 
as we see fit, or bury and marry 
when these needs arose. We as free 
human beings cannot be mandated 
to do anything, other than not do 
crime. Say no to mask mandates and 
absolutely no to mandated vaccines 
and vaccine passports. So say no to 
our government and announce your 
freedom by voting Libertarian Party 
of Canada this election.

Terry Tiessen, 
Libertarian

can be a long process; we have just this 
spring started building an affordable 
apartment complex that has been 
years in planning. We must persevere. 
Countries with a strong social safety 
net have healthier, happier, and better-
educated citizens. Changing Canada’s 
measure of success from “things 
produced” (Gross Domestic Product) 
to “people thriving” (Great Domestic 
Health, perhaps) would result in 
more-connected communities, more-
meaningful work, people and nature 
being cared for, and reconciliation 
with Indigenous, Metis, and Inuit in a 
way that everyone feels valued.

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for 

details 
or email:

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Rob Morrison, 
Conservative

Rob Morrison didn’t respond to 
our request for information on his 
background and priority issues for this 
election, so we reprinted his biography 
from his website, below.

Rob Morrison is the current 
Member of Parliament for Kootenay-
Columbia. Rob has led a full life of 
service. His father served in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, which gave him 
wide-ranging exposure to the Canadian 
landscape and catapulted him into a 
35-year career serving his country as a 
public servant.

Throughout his career, he served in 
many leadership roles, forging strong 
collaborative relationships within 
government. During his tenure as 
director general with the Treasury 
Board Secretariat, he was responsible 
for an information-sharing environment 
with all law enforcement agencies 
and foreign governments. Prior to his 
role as director general, he served as 
senior executive chief superintendent 
with the RCMP in British Columbia. 
Rob also served as a diplomat with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, where 
he was responsible for 17 countries 
in Central/Southwest Asia and the 
Middle East, and engaged first-hand 
with senior foreign government officials 
representing the voice of Canada.

Rob has received multiple 
recognitions, including a Commissioners 
Commendation for Outstanding Service 
and recognition from the Prime Minister 
for his years of loyal public service. 
He was elected to represent Kootenay-
Columbia in the 2019 federal election. 
After serving as the Conservative deputy 
shadow minister for Public Safety and 
Emergency Preparedness, Rob was 
appointed to the role of Conservative 
shadow minister for National Security.

Rob travels extensively to remote 
communities and areas throughout 
Kootenay-Columbia. He is committed 
to understanding the real issues residents 
and business owners are facing. He 
values relationships and is continuously 
building bridges and solutions between 
government, communities, and the 
thousands of constituents he represents 
with pride.

Rob is a devoted husband and 
father. He and his wife Heather have 
five children.

Kootenay-Columbia: 
NDP hopes for 
win with former 
incumbent, continued 
from previous page
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Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

313 Hwy 23, Nakusp 
250-265-7258

The Hungry Barber

Please accept our heartfelt thanks to friends, neighbours and 
complete strangers from Rosebery and Nakusp who supported us 
during our wildfire evacuation from Fauquier. We will be in debt to 

you for your kind offerings and thoughtfulness. Special thank yous to: 
volunteers at the evacuation centre, Nakusp Municipal Campgrounds, 

the Nakusp Slow PItch league, Cotswold Storage, the family at the 
Campgrounds who shared their experiences from the Kelowna 2003 

fire and last but not least the people who stayed behind in Fauquier to 
protect our buildings and community. We will be forever grateful.

Sheila & Ed McGinnis

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

HAVE YOU THOUGHT 
ABOUT FOSTERING OR 

ADOPTING A PET?
PALS NEEDS YOU!

When you adopt or foster through a reputable 
rescue agency, such as PALS, KAPP, or SPCA, 
your pet has been thoroughly health checked. 
You know what you’re getting. And PALS cov-
ers the cost of any food, litter, or medication 
needed. Your reward is the companionship and 
love from an animal in need. To find out more, 
call PALS today at 250-265-3792.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Edgewood, Needles and the 
folks living on the west shore of 
the Arrow Lakes have been part 
of the North Okanagan-Shuswap 
riding since a riding boundary 
re-distribution took place in 2015.

A Conservative-Reform-
Alliance bastion since 1993, the 
riding has been represented by 
Conservative MP Mel Arnold 
since the redistribution took place. 
He more than doubled the vote 
count of his nearest rival, the 
Liberal candidate, in the last 
election.

Voter turnout in the riding was 
69.2 % in the last election.

Edgewood area part of Conservative stronghold

Background
Notch Hill was where I was 

raised and have since had the 
good fortune of living in the North 
Okanagan-Shuswap my entire life. 
My wife Linda and I met in high 
school and are now looking forward 
to the imminent arrival of our first 
grandchild!

Since I was first elected to 
Parliament by the North Okanagan-
Shuswap in 2015, I have served 
as both deputy critic and shadow 
minister for Fisheries and Oceans, 
and the Canadian Coast Guard. 
These roles have provided the 
opportunity to elevate the importance 
of our fisheries and the importance 
of healthy water systems they and 
we all rely on.
Priority issues

Affordability of life in Canada 
has been identified in our region 

Mel Arnold, 
Conservative

as a top priority. After years of 
out-of-control spending by the 
Trudeau government, inflation is at 
its highest level in years. Canadians 
need a plan to address this, which is 
why Conservatives have released a 
plan containing detailed proposals 
to address affordability, including 
measures to lower prices on food and 
banking fees, while taking action to 
stabilize the housing market.

C o n s t i t u e n t s  h a v e  a l s o 
approached me with concern over 
losing freedoms that Canadians 
have fought and sacrificed to defend. 
Legislation like bills C-10 and C-36 
and other Trudeau government 
proposals such as an online speech 
regulator should be a concern for all 
Canadians. Free speech, freedom of 
expression, and a free press are tenets 
of Canadian law and democracy that 
I will strongly defend.

As a former small business 
owner, I understand the challenges 
that red tape, labour markets and 
taxation place on business operators. 
I have and will continue to advocate 
for policies and legislation that 
promote economic growth for 
everyone.

There are many other issues 
facing Canadians that are addressed 
with real solutions in our ‘Canada’s 
Recovery Plan.’ Our plan contains 
viable strategies that will fight 
climate change, increase rural internet 
services while also expanding 
government accountability, mental 
health supports and more. I know 
these are priorities for communities 
across the North Okanagan-Shuswap 
because you have told me they are. I 
believe our plan for national recovery 

will secure Canada’s future.
The decision to hold an election 

during a pandemic and wildfires was 
made by Justin Trudeau. Election 
or not, I am focused on working 
towards policies and legislation 
that provide Canadians with greater 
opportunities and security as they 
build their lives. 

Background
I was born and raised in Vernon, 

and have lived in Salmon Arm for 
seven years with my husband and 
two children. I have spent my entire 
life in North Okanagan-Shuswap, 
and am intimately familiar with 
both the dynamic and the people of 
this riding.

I have not been involved in 
politics for long. To me, this is an 
asset, as I come to the job as a citizen 
who sees the need for engagement 
and responsive leadership in our 
communities. I am committed 
to listening to and working with 
everyone in the riding. The people 
of our riding deserve no less.

I am a Geographical Information 
Systems Certificate Instructor at 
Okanagan College, teaching mapping 
and data analysis. I also own my own 
mapping company where I work with 
Indigenous community forests. I am 
the VP of the Boxing for Wellness 
Society, a director of the Shuswap 
Cycling Club, a director of the BC 
Community Forest Association, 
and the service officer at the Royal 
Canadian Legion.
Priority issues

North Okanagan-Shuswap has 
been seeing the effects of climate 
change first-hand. I will work to 
prepare us better for hot and dry 
summers in the future, through 
investments in firefighting and by 
advocating for improved wildfire 
mitigation on the ground.

We need to continue to walk the 
path of Truth and Reconciliation. I 
have been a strong advocate for the 
Indigenous people of our regions, 
and wish to amplify their voice in 
Ottawa. I believe strongly in the 
need to continue the implementation 
of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s Calls to Action.

Issues facing the communities 
in our riding need to be better 
promoted through reliable, involved 

Shelley 
Desautels, 
Liberal

representation in Ottawa. Childcare, 
affordable housing, support to 
seniors: these concerns keep many 
of us awake at night. I am proud 
that the Liberal government has 
recognized this urgency, and I 
will continue to press these issues. 
We have partnered with the BC 
government to implement $10/
day childcare and increase quality 
childcare availability; created the 
National Housing Strategy; doubled 
the Home Accessibility Tax Credit; 
and pledged to train 50,000 more 
personal support workers, ensure 
they are paid a living wage, and 
increase the safety of our long-term 
care facilities in partnership with the 
Provinces and Territories. 

Background
As an agricultural economist 

and an organic farmer, I work at the 
grassroots level with community 
groups, farmers, processors, industry 
associations and all levels of 
government, including Indigenous. 
I live in Armstrong.

Under my mentorship, my 
agricultural clients have been able 
to implement ecologically sound 
methods while maintaining or 
improving efficiency and economic 
viability. With the climate crisis 
clearly upon us, my agricultural 
expertise and organizational prowess 
are desperately needed at a national 
level.

An active volunteer, I currently 
chair or co-chair the Armstrong Food 
Initiative Society, the Friends of Rose 
Swanson Ecological Stewardship 
Society, and Farm Folk/City Folk, 
BC’s oldest and largest food and 
agriculture advocacy organization. 
I am a past president of the BC 
Institute of Agrologists.
Priority issues

Climate Action: Let’s actually 
talk about what it means to us 
with our friends, our families, our 
neighbours and our work colleagues. 
We need everyone and every level 
of government to bring about 
a reduction in Canada’s carbon 
emissions. The first step is to change 
our minds. The only way to solve a 
crisis is to treat it as a crisis.

Support Sustainable Forest 
Practices: I am both heart-broken 
and pissed at the wildfire destruction 
of our forests and rural communities. 

Andrea Gunner, 
Green
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Daniel 
Makasoff 
“Big Dan”

1948 – 2021
Daniel N. Makasoff passed 

away August 9th, 2021 at the age 
of 72. He was born in Benito, MB 
in November 1948 to parents Nick 
and Nellie Makasoff. Daniel was 
also known as “Big Dan” due to the 
fact that he was 6’8” tall. He grew 
up on the family farm near Thunder 
Hill in Saskatchewan. When he was 
19 years old he went to work for the 
Canadian National Railway B+B 

Gang in Gillam and Churchill. When he was 20, he came to Nelson, BC 
and worked in various sawmills in the area. He also found work as a tree 
planter, construction labourer, painter, and a water well driller’s helper. 
He moved around often during this time, not staying in one place for 
more than a year, and worked in four provinces: BC, AB, SK, and MB.

In 1977, he went to work at the sawmill in Slocan City, BC and was 
there for 20 years until he had to go on long-term disability. In 1978, 
he married Bonny Kinakin, daughter of Walter and Mabel Kinakin in 
Thrums, BC (near Castlegar). They had a daughter together whom he 
named Tanya from the Doukhobor book “Tanya” that he liked very much. 
The marriage lasted 8 years.

In 1994, he met Gladene Toews from Linden, AB at a fasting retreat at 
Mountain Trek Lodge in Ainsworth Hot Springs, BC. It was a wonderful 
way to meet. On the second day, Daniel proposed marriage to Gladene. 
She accepted two weeks later and six months later, they were married 
in Calgary. Together, they have a daughter named Emma.

Daniel is survived by his loving wife of 27 years, Gladene Toews; 
daughters Tanya and Emma Makasoff; granddaughter Ava (Tanya’s); 
son-in-law Clint Horwood (Emma’s); sisters Diane (Eric) Metcalfe of 
Kelowna and Hazel (Ralph) Mercer of Courtenay, BC; two aunties, 
Laura Reibin of Penticton and Vera Chernenko of New Westminster.

He liked all kinds of music, especially rock ‘n’ roll, his favourite 
bands being the Beatles, the Animals, the Doors, Led Zeppelin, Neil 
Young, and the Eagles. He also liked blues music like Muddy Waters, 
Stevie Ray Vaughn, and Buddy Guy. He enjoyed working with wood, 
making furniture to give away and for himself. He got Idaho White Pine 
trim ends for free from the planer where he worked. He enjoyed traveling 
the 4 provinces, BC, AB, SK, MB, visiting relatives. He especially liked 
Manitou Springs Mineral Waters near Watrous, SK. He always dreamed 
of having a house in Manitou Springs.

He was a long time member of a 12 Step Program that helped many 
people, including himself. He liked shopping at thrift stores, and Sally 
Ann in Trail, BC was his favourite. He loved playing cards, like Cribbage 
and Russian Durok (translates to “Crazy” in English). He also loved 
playing pool, 8-ball being his favourite. He never won any tournaments, 
just loved shooting pool, whether he lost or won. His long-time friend 
Danielle from Trail, BC would come over once a week to have supper 
and play Cribbage with Daniel. She beat him often, and the last time 
they played, he asked for a 20 spot before he would play her again. He, 
Gladene, and Danielle played Durok, which he taught them how to play. 
They often won against him, which didn’t seem fair because he’s the one 
who grew up playing the game!

In 2010, he and Gladene decided to have their Dream House built. 
It was on graph paper for many years and, finally, it was built the way 
they wanted it. It was a lot of work for them both, plus they hired two 
rough carpenters, two finishing carpenters, an electrician, a plumber, 
and four labourers – which all cost a lot of money, but it was worth it!

He chose cremation and his ashes will be placed in Simonuka 
Cemetery in Saskatchewan (near Benito, MB), where his father and 
many other family members are buried.

COMMUNITY

Background
A businessman from Vernon, I 

ran for MP with the PPC in 2019. 

Kyle Delfing, 
People’s Party 
of Canada

Our summer climate is warmer 
and drier. This is our new reality. 
Current logging practices and 
mill requirements leave too much 
useful wood on the ground. We 
need a moratorium on logging old-
growth forests while we assess the 
resilience or vulnerability of all 
forest ecosystems.

Address inequality: through a 
guaranteed liveable income. Resolve 
boil water advisories and provide 
clean water and food security for 
everyone.

Edgewood area part of Conservative stronghold, continued from page 20

Background
Born and raised in Calgary, I 

began my career in mechanical design 
working on ground-based avionics 
systems before spending several 
years designing high-speed rotating 
equipment and controls. I came to 
BC in 2000 to work for a prominent 
sawmill equipment manufacturer 
in Salmon Arm. It’s because of 
that design background that I have 
built a very real understanding that 
complex challenges require creative 
solutions. I know that if you want 
a solution to succeed, you need 
to involve everyone who will be 
affected and engage them in a spirit 
of collaboration and equality. 

I have worked with both the 
provincial and federal NDP Electoral 
District Associations, having most 
recently worked on the successful 
campaign of current BCNDP MLA 
Harwinder Sandhu.

I have lived in Sicamous, Salmon 
Arm, Armstrong and now Vernon so 
I am familiar with the diversity of this 
large district, which encompasses 
many rural, urban, and Indigenous 
communities. 
Priority issues

I am passionate about the 
environment and recognize that 
Canada must take swift action to 
address the climate emergency 
while building a robust, sustainable 
economy. This action is critical 
to sustain our way of life in this 
naturally beautiful region, and to 
ensure that our youth have a healthy 
and sustainable future. I support 
putting an end to fossil fuel subsidies 
and transitioning to clean energy 
technologies that create well-paid 
jobs here in North Okanagan-
Shuswap and across Canada.

Creating good, green jobs can 
help us address Canada’s affordability 
crisis – but it is only part of the 

Ron Johnston, 
NDP

solution. Far too many hard-working 
families are being left behind as 
housing costs skyrocket and yet 
the wages of the average working 
family stagnate. New Democrats 
will build at least 500,000 units of 
quality affordable housing over the 
next 10 years, and create incentives 
for developers to build low-cost 
dedicated rental units.

I am also committed to taking 
action to reduce the cost of 
prescription drugs by instituting 
universal pharmacare, and pushing 
for fully funded early childhood 
education. Additionally, I place great 
importance on working towards 
real and meaningful progress on 
justice for and reconciliation with 
Indigenous people. 

Working-class people are 
underrepresented in politics. I’m 
running to give power back to 
everyday Canadians and to make 
the wealthy and corporations pay 
their fair share.

I have been actively working in 
politics over the last few years, 
advocating to remove unfair 
policies from the City of Vernon, I 
ran with the CPBC in the provincial 
election, earning 12.5% of the vote. 
Priority issues

This election has one big 
ballot box question: mandatory 
vaccination and vaccine passports.

The People’s Party is against 
vaccine passports and mandatory or 
coerced vaccination. We also stand 
to protect freedom of expression 
in Canada. We will not let C-10 or 

C-36 pass. The other four parties 
have been in lockstep since day 
one of this pandemic. They are 
not offering anything different. 
The PPC is the only party offering 
ALL Canadians the freedom tens of 
thousands of Canadians fought and 
died for in two great wars. We owe 
it to them to keep Canada strong 
and free.

We have many significant 
policies to get Canada back on 
track. Please check them out at 
https://www.peoplespartyofcanada.
ca/platform.

by Joanne Feenstra
• In an effort to slow down the 

increased traffic in town during tourist 
season, the Village will purchase two 
solar-powered speed signs and two 
modular, removable speed bumps. The 
signs will initially be used by the walking 
bridge on Slocan Street and on Main 
Street near the Kiddie Park. The speed 
bumps are constructed with interlocking 
rubber units and can be removed for 
snow plow season. The total cost is just 
under $14,000 and will come from the 
COVID Restart Fund, which currently 
has a balance of $188,196. 

Councillor Madeleine Perriere asked 
for clarification about the purpose of 
the COVID Restart funds and CAO 
Michelle Gordon said she would prepare 
a report for council. 

• A letter from Christina Knight, 
director of the Slocan Saturday Market, 
proposed a Harvest Market at Expo Park 
on October 2 with farmers, vendors, 
music and food. Knight said she would 
organize the event and ensure adequate 
insurance is in place. Perriere encouraged 
council to support the proposal with 
the provision that appropriate COVID 
protocols are followed. Council approved 
the request. 

• Council approved the removal of 
a bulb from a FortisBC streetlight on 
Park Avenue, as the LED bulb prohibits 
resident Corey Zavier from doing his 
work as an astrophotographer. FortisBC 
has agreed to remove the bulb. Zavier 
will purchase, install and maintain 
alternate lighting, in consultation with 
Public Works.

Council also asked staff to research 
lighting for the bridge that forms the 
walkway over Spring Creek at the end 
of Park Avenue.

• Resident Beth Campbell wrote to 
council with a number of suggestions 
about the beach area, flags at the curling 
rink, and wind power at the old mill site. 
Council discussed the letter and came up 
with ways some of the suggestions can be 
addressed: warning of the rapid weather 
shifts on Slocan Lake can be added to a 
sign that is currently being developed 

Slocan council, August 9: Slowing down 
traffic with signs and speed bumps

for the boat dock area; and the picnic 
tables and benches that are at the Public 
Works yard for repair will be returned to 
the beachfront. CAO Gordon reported 
that the flags and flag poles in disrepair 
at the curling rink will be removed soon.

Other suggestions were a light at 
the dock, more trash and recycling bins 
at the beach, emergency vehicle access 
at the beach, and a feasibility study on 
windpower at the old mill site. Perriere 
said a wind power specialist from New 
Denver told her that wind off the lake 
might not be consistent enough to 
generate electrical power. 

• Councillor Buller, attending the 
meeting online, raised concerns about 
the fitness centre and asked if there 
were extra COVID funds available to 
upgrade or purchase equipment. CAO 
Gordon said there is a healthy balance 
in the equipment replacement fund for 
the centre. The centre reopened August 
1 and is accessible from 5 am to 10 pm.

• The CAO’s report for August 
provides an update on the Legion 
renovation project, which has been 
ongoing since fall 2020. “Unprecedented 
delays for materials and supplies are 
occurring, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic,” the report says.

• The Public Works report for July 
lists steps they’ve taken to be prepared 
for fire events: carrying hand pump water 
sprayers and shovels in their trucks, in 
addition to the usual fire extinguishers; 
carrying lightweight dry extinguisher 
bottles when trimming grass and weeds; 
outfitting portable water tank with piping 
to easily connect with portable fire pump. 
Structure protection sprinkler kits were 
ordered for the office, cleanup was to 
take place around the shop building, 
brushing and thinning was to happen.

• Mayor Lunn took a moment 
to thank the Emergency Operations 
Center and the CAO for keeping the 
information flowing during the recent 
evacuation alerts and orders due to the 
wildfires. Lunn stated that the area is 
now at Drought Level 4 (extremely dry) 
and reminded people to be judicious with 
their water usage.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Check out our sale on summer 
clothing which starts this week. 

We are open every day, 
including holidays.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

KASLO & DISTRICT

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Tree Plan adopted

After years of discussion, 
planning, public consultation and 
rewrites, the Village finally has a Tree 
Planting Plan. The plan was adopted 
by council on the recommendation 
of the Parks, Trails and Public Art 
Committee.

The Tree Planting Plan provides 
a detailed guide to what types of trees 
should be planted in specific locations 
in the village. The consultants 
identified good locations for specific 
kinds of trees, as well as guidelines 
for planting and maintaining them.

But one councillor wasn’t 
impressed by the 49-page report.

“I do not agree with the willy-
nilly of placing trees all over town 
because there’s a spot,” Councillor 
Henry Van Mill said, predicting it 
would bring problem after problem 
back to council. “My granddaugher 
could have done a better job than 
that.” 

“I thought this plan was the most 
bang for a document we’ve ever 
received,” countered Councillor 
Kellie Knoll. “For $5,000 it’s a really 
deep, comprehensive plan. The point 
was not to involve council as much 
– the plan was to be adopted by the 
crew so we don’t have to deal with 
these tedious debates where trees 
go. It’s in the plan… so I’m really 
happy with it.”

Kaslo council, August 10: plans, parks and pop bottles
Other councillors agreed with 

Knoll, and voted to adopt the plan.
Another park to get a 
facelift?

The Trails and Public Art 
Committee also recommended 
council apply for a Community 
Outdoor Revitalization (COR) 
Capital Grant to fund improvements 
to Vimy Park. But council took one 
step back from that suggestion.

The grant from the Columbia 
Bas in  Trus t  would  provide 
communities with up to $650,000 (up 
to 75% of eligible costs) to “upgrade 
the aesthetics of outdoor spaces or 
create opportunities for community 
gathering.”

The PTPAC says it would like 
to see the grant used for Vimy 
Park electrical upgrades, including 
installing a new power panel for 
special events; gazebo repairs and 
enhancement; fencing between the 
park and adjacent ballfield; new 
garbage and recycling bin; and 
picnic tables, washroom upgrades 
and better signage.

No cost has been set for that wish 
list, and a staff report noted it could 
cost council money if specialized 
consultants had to be hired for 
estimates for the grant application. 

That had CAO Ian Dunlop 
recommending council apply for 
one of the CBT’s related $10,000 
COR planning grants, that would 
give council time to bring such a 
substantial project into the Village 
workload in a manageable way.

“The planning grant would be a 
good approach,” he said, “and there 
might be other grant opportunities. It 
would also let it get into our budget 
cycle and strategic planning cycle.”

Council approved staff drafting 
an application for a planning grant. 
Neighbourly approach 
to variance

When a developer wants to bend 
the zoning rules for a new house, 
they have to apply for a development 
variance permit. Neighbours get to 
weigh in if they are okay with the 
proposed change.

DVPs, as they are known, can 
be divisive things, pitting neighbour 
against neighbour, and the decision 
pleasing neither the neighbours nor 
the developer. 

But not always, as an application 
for a height variance on a house on 
Larch Drive demonstrated at the 
August 10 meeting.

The couple building their dream 
house need to go one metre higher 
than the zoning allows, because the 
house is being built on bedrock.

But the neighbours next door 
wrote in to council voicing their 
concern.

“This variance will absolutely 
affect our interests,” wrote Paul 
Hoefer, one of the neighbours. 
“We… designed our house (requiring 
no variances) and positioned it on our 
lot with the expectation that anything 
built on Lot 7 would conform to the 
10-metre height limit.

“An 11.1-metre height will 
negatively affect our view of the 
lake.”

But Hoefer joined the council 

meeting remotely, and when he heard 
more detail on the project, showing 
the couple had taken time to mitigate 
their impact on his property, he was 
moved.

“I do really appreciate the 
thought that went into the design to 
minimize the impact on us,” he told 
council. “Seeing the way the plan 
is oriented on the site makes us less 
concerned.”

But he said he still couldn’t get 
a sense if the variance would affect 
him.

That had the two sides going 
back and forth during the hearing 
to plan a way to fill in the details 
for Hoefer. 

“We’d be happy to provide 
that information,” said Carolyn 
Whittaker, one of the proponents. 
“It’d be great to chat about it and 
accommodate any concerns you 
have.”

Whittaker said she and her 
husband were more than willing to 
be reasonable.

Council decided to defer ruling 
on the variance until the two 
sides chat and find a compromise. 
The couple will try to bring the 
application back in time for the next 
council meeting.
Hospice seeks more 
space

The Kaslo Hospice Society 
office, currently on the second floor 
of the Kemball building, wrote to 
council to inquire about the music 
shop space on the main floor that 
they’ve heard will soon become 
vacant. 

“Our reasons for exploring a 
main floor space are mainly about 
accessibility, as we have a number 
of clients and volunteers who are 
frail/elderly or experiencing mobility 
issues which preclude them from 
being able to access the two flights of 
stairs,” organizer Bev Peacock wrote 
to council. “A slightly larger space 
would also enable us to store some 

of our equipment in one place and to 
have workshops and group sessions.”

But the society actually gets a 
cut-rate on its rent, and any change 
to that (either in the space they rent or 
the rate they are charged) could have 
consequences for the society and the 
bylaw-set rental rates.

Staff will meet with Hospice reps 
to discuss the matter further.
Youth group seeks to 
renovate space

The North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services Society 
(NKLCSS)/Kaslo & Area Youth 
Network (KAYN) asked for 
discretionary funds for the renovation 
of a new youth centre space.

“We were given notice to leave 
our current location unexpectedly,” 
said Shannon Isaac, the KAYN 
Co-ordinator. “We managed to find 
a new location at the Kootenaian 
Building with Rhonda Ruston, who 
is willing to provide us with a long-
term lease agreement. There is a fair 
bit of work that needs to be done 
prior to moving in on September 
15, 2021.”

The group needs money to pay for 
materials for renovations, including 
the removal and installation of walls, 
shelving, kitchen cabinets, and a 
kitchen sink.

Staff told council the only 
funding the Village could help the 
group access would be an RDCK 
Community Development Fund 
grant, but that wouldn’t come 
through before September 15.

But “our timelines are very 
flexible,” Isaac told council. She’ll 
try to get her application in on time to 
include it on the next council meeting 
agenda, allowing council to forward 
the application to the RDCK board 
meeting of September 23.
Nix to bottle depot 
study

Another youth group got a simple 
‘no’ to a request for $500 to conduct 

a feasibility study for a youth-led 
bottle depot business in Kaslo. 

“Currently, the [Kaslo Husky] 
depot is running on reduced hours 
with little help. The infrequency of 
operation has been identified as a 
problem, but has presented a unique 
business opportunity for young 
people in the area to be a part of a 
valuable community service,” wrote 
Kenya Blouin and Kim Molyneaux. 
“Our idea at present is to create 
a bottle depot business in Kaslo 
where youth employees would gain 
paid experience running a small 
business.”

To apply for funding to take over 
the business, the group needs to do 
a feasibility study. That should cost 
about $1,200, thus the request for 
$500 from council.

While applauding the initiative, 
council noted they could not by law 
help a business pay for a feasibility 
study.

The group will be sent a letter 
“advising that the Village of Kaslo’s 
ability to provide assistance to 
business is restricted under the 
Community Charter.”

Section 25 of the Community 
Charter stipulates the general 
prohibition against assistance to 
business and the exceptions to this 
rule. 
Mayor and FCM

Kaslo’s  mayor wil l  have 
a continuing role to play at the 
national level. Mayor Suzan Hewat 
told council she had received her 
appointments from the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities. Hewat 
will be a member of the committee 
of the whole, a non-board committee 
member, will sit on the Rural Forum 
and take part in three standing 
committees: community safety 
and crime prevention, increasing 
women’s participation in municipal 
government ,  and munic ipa l 
infrastructure and transportation 
policy.

A small crowd turned out to Kaslo’s FireSmart Wildfire Awareness Day on Saturday, July 31 and cleaned up an impressive amount of ground 
fuels on Bob and Pat Desmeules’ property adjacent to the Legion.
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SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

submitted
British Columbia’s first public 

human rights inquiry will examine 
the disturbing surge of hate in 
the pandemic, Human Rights 
Commissioner Kasari Govender 
has announced. 

BC’s Office of the Human 
Rights Commissioner (BCOHRC) 
has been monitoring hate incidents 
as part of its core strategic priority 
work on hate and white supremacy. 
Since early 2020, there has been 
a significant increase in reported 
hate-related incidents in BC, 
highlighting an urgent need for an 
Inquiry into Hate in the Pandemic. 

“It is critical for all of us to 
be better prepared to prevent and 
respond to hate during global 
health, economic and social crises 
to protect our human rights during 

BC’s Human Rights Commissioner launches province-wide public inquiry into hate in the pandemic 
turbulent times,” Commissioner 
Govender said. 

The intent of the inquiry is to 
examine hate in all its forms: not 
only racism and racial hate, but also 
hate directed at groups protected 
under BC’s Human Rights Code; 
for example, hate perpetuated 
on the basis of religion, gender 
identity, disability, Indigeneity, 
sexual orientation, poverty or 
homelessness. 

A public inquiry is an official 
review of major events or issues 
to establish facts and make 
recommendations for change. It 
is an opportunity to delve deeply 
into the human rights implications 
of a particular incident or issue, 
to gather factual and expert 
evidence, to hear directly from 
people impacted through witness 

statements or surveys and to make 
recommendations to address the 
human rights issues raised. An 
inquiry is not a court of law and 
cannot make legal findings of guilt 
or liability or compel governments 
to accept inquiry recommendations. 

This inquiry will take the form of 
a year-long investigation, and is the 
first conducted by an independent 
human rights commissioner in BC. 
Inquiry submissions 
open this fall 

Due to the challenging nature 
of the inquiry topic, open public 
hearings will not be held. Instead, 
expert and public testimony will 
be solicited virtually to protect 
privacy and embed trauma-
informed practices. The Office 
will inform the public on how they 
can participate in the Inquiry later 

this fall once the submission period 
formally opens. 

“Many of us are uncomfortable 
acknowledging hate because we 
want to think of our country as 
a peaceful, respectful place. The 
truth is that hate is here, and it is 
growing,” Commissioner Govender 
said. “Fear and ignorance underlie 
much of the rise of hate and white 
supremacy in B.C. Combating hate 
in all its forms requires addressing 
fear, systemic inequality and 
ignorance through an evidence-
based approach to change.” 

At the close of the Inquiry, 
the Commissioner will release a 
final report with recommendations 
to address, prevent and manage 
outbreaks of hate during times of 
social upheaval now, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and in future. 

Trauma-informed 
inquiry process 

“We recognize that the topic of 
hate, while critical to examine, is 
an extremely challenging subject, 
and that asking people to share 
their experiences of hate may 
be re-traumatizing. To mitigate 
harms, the Inquiry will follow 
BCOHRC’s guiding principles 
by being accessible, inclusive and 
fair, prioritizing culturally safe 
practices and centering testimony 
of people with lived experience,” 
said Govender. “We intend to 
protect participants through our 
use of trauma-informed approaches 
to witness support and evidence 
gathering. This is critical to the 
Inquiry’s success and consistent 
with our principles of being trauma-
informed and decolonizing.”

Wide Spot
Cook your potatoes
by Therese DesCamp

It’s a fallacy that deer don’t eat 
potatoes, or at least strip the plants 
naked. I guess I should be grateful for 
the stalks and tubers left behind, and 
hope that the deer get sick enough to 
discourage further nocturnal raids.

It’s another fallacy that talking 
about how we feel always results 
in connectedness, support, and 
understanding. Because sometimes 
sharing makes us, too, feel sick.

I’m speaking, specifically, about 
venting.

A few weeks ago, I ran into a 
friend. He was taking his beloved 

grade-school nieces out for lunch; 
I was checking the mail. Disturbed 
by the smoke and the heat and the 
government unwillingness to take 
the climate crisis seriously, he just 
couldn’t help ranting. 

I know that my friend would 
never intentionally distress me, or 
his dear nieces. But I felt run over by 
his anger, while the girls, who tried to 
pretend they weren’t listening, were 
clearly frightened. I was so worried 
about the kids’ anxiety that I didn’t 
give my friend any feedback. I just 
kept trying to end the conversation. 
Of course, because he didn’t feel 
like he was being heard, he just kept 
talking.

It was a very unsatisfactory 

experience.
After I came home, I re-read 

an article exploring what happens 
when people rant. In multiple 
studies, social scientists found that 
expressing grief or anger without 
effective feedback doesn’t make 
people feel better. The only good 
time to vent, said the authors, is 
when we have a trusted person who 
can help us to identify what we’re 
feeling and who is willing to offer 
new perspectives and advice. Current 
folk wisdom says the listener should 
never offer advice, just support. Yet 
without some thoughtful feedback, 
verbal discharge simply greases the 
mental skids for a repeat rant and a 
second round of suffering.

It also causes others pain.
When my friend was so upset, 

I wanted to listen. But I wasn’t 
mentally prepared, and I was worried 
about the kids. So, I didn’t listen 
well. Nor did I take the risk of saying, 
“Can we talk about this another time 
without the girls?”

Spiritual teachers tell us that 
when we don’t transform our own 
pain, we transmit it. This does 
not mean that we shouldn’t speak 
together about the seemingly endless 
distress of our planet. We must! 
There are ways, though, that will 
help to transform our suffering 
rather than simply pass it on. One 
way: ask if it’s a good time for the 
other person to hear us. If you’re 

the friend who listens, be gently 
truthful. Another way: consider 
those potatoes. The Buddhist teacher 
Thich Nhat Hanh likened anger and 
distress to raw potatoes, indigestible 
until thoroughly processed. He 
recommended “putting the lid on 
the pot,” cooking our feelings by 
sitting with them consciously before 
we speak. Meditation or journaling 
help with this. 

The payoff for these practices is 
well-cooked anger. Like well-cooked 
potatoes, well-cooked anger sustains 
life. Well-cooked anger fuels our 
effective action; it also compels us 
to love and tend the life in front of 
us – like those little girls.

submitted
The brilliance of summer is 

waning, yet the Hidden Garden 
Gallery’s 2021 summer season 
remains consistently vibrant.

Catch the final days of ‘229’  
before this artistic trio flies away 
on August 29. Proctor resident and 
owner of Gallery 229, Michele 
Dupas, creates hand-built clay 
sculptures that express an animated 
view of the world. Her exhibit, 
Alien Flora: The Age of Rediscovery 
examines the ramifications of climate 
change. Grant Palfenier calls art the 
anchor in his life. His 50 years of 
dedicated practice proves that point. 
His recent creations are primarily 
a collection of eclectic multimedia 
box art and printmaking. Terry Huva 
works in acrylics and pencil crayon. 
He has been showing his stone 
carving, mixed media, craft boxes 
and paintings in galleries and shows 
since 1984. Terry’s art is narrative-
based, abstracted observations of the 
Kootenays and modern life. 

New Denver’s Joerg Becker 
exhibi ts  from August  31 to 
September 5. He is no stranger to 
the HGG, having exhibited The 
Africa Collection in 2019. Fueled 
by a lifelong passion for travel and 
exploration, Joerg dared to be bold 
and live the life he imagined. After 
retiring from his long career as a 
tour operator and guide, but not from 
being a nomad at heart, Joerg focuses 

Gallery’s summer season maintains its sparkle
on his passion for the outdoors and 
photography. This latest exhibit, 
CHASING THE WILD - Local 
Wildlife Photography celebrates 
nature as seen through the lens of 
his camera. The show provides a 
rich sampling from his year-round 
adventures, featuring the lake and 
nearby wilderness. Joerg invites you 
to share his love and compassion for 
nature and all that surrounds us. You 
won’t want to miss it.

If you need an energy boost, 
Beth Gallup’s show will entice. She 
closes out the HGG season with 
More POWER to You. The exhibit, 
which runs September 7-12, explores 
our relationship with electricity, 

from generation to transmission 
to light. Beth says her show was 
inspired by the unique, bidirectional 
nature of electricity. “As an artist, I 
am curious. The electrical synapses 
within us work just like junction 
boxes in the wall – they are meeting 
places and connection points. Can a 
piece of art also be a junction box, a 
protective enclosure where neurons 
fire and ideas spark?” Beth’s work 
is the unusual taking visual form. 
She builds thin layers of acrylic 
on canvas, uses colour, light and 

collage to reflect mood and thematic 
undertones. With an undercurrent 
of humour, Beth likes to introduce 
something new into everyday scenes.

You are encouraged to visit 
the Hidden Garden Galley at 112 
Slocan Avenue, New Denver. Look 
for the big white barn across from 
the Village office. Gallery hours are 
10 am-3 pm, Tuesdays-Sundays. All 
welcome! 

It pays to 
advertise 

in the 
Valley 

Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 
for details 

email: 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Now Open Every Day!
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Sunday 11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver 

250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

FOR SALE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 
for details

CLASSIFIED ADS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

HEALTH

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

MUSIC LESSONS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION! 
Koots Kids Clothing Store, 222 Lake Ave., 
Silverton General Store. Used clothing and 
footwear accepted. Open Wed-Sat. 11am-
3pm. Follow ‘Koots Kids Clothing Store’ 
on Facebook.
DO YOU HAVE OLD PHOTOS , 
documents or artifacts relating to the history 
of Slocan and/or the Slocan Valley? The 
Slocan Valley Historical Society would love 
to make copies or accept your donations 
(depending on the type and size of the 
artifact). We are continuing to build our 
archive to preserve our area’s history for this 
and future generations. Call 250-355-2230 
or email slocanhistoricalsociety@yahoo.
ca. Thank you!

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
What an amazing opportunity to live your 
dream and own your own business. Become 
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and 
a quaint building on the main street of 
New Denver. The newspaper business 

can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and 
ongoing business training and coaching 
while you start your business. And if 
you’re eligible you will usually also receive 
financial support for the first year. To learn 
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self-Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every 
Friday in downtown New Denver – 9:30am 
to 1pm. This gem of a market offers a 
bounty of local produce, food products, 
flowers, herbs and handmade artisan 
wares. Find us on facebook for weekly 
vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET is 
happening every Saturday, 10 am-2 pm at 
Expo Park in the village of Slocan. Come 
check out our local farmers, artisans, and 
kids zone. For info, call Christina at 250-
355-2635.
ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL 
EVENTS: August 29, 10-Noon: Music 
in the Park with Patrick McGovern and 
Friends. Centennial Park. August 29, 1-5: 
PLEIN AIR PAINTING with Nicole Hobbs 
@ Harris Ranch. Preregister: 250-358-2181. 

September 4, 7:30: Night at the Museum 
2 with VANIR - the final outdoor concert 
of the SLAC Summer Series! Slocan Lake 
Arts Centre Lawn. By Donation.

THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 
presents - Michele Dupas, Grant Palfenier 
and Terry Huva’s show, Umbrella 229, 
August 24-29. Joerg Becker’s Photography 
exhibit,  Chasing the Wild August 
31-September 5. Beth Gallup’s show, 
More POWER to You September 7-12. The 
Hidden Garden Gallery is located at 112 
Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC. Gallery 
hours are 10 am-3 pm, Tuesdays-Sundays. 
For more information please visit us at 
www.hiddengardengallery.ca.

1 BEDROOM in large, furnished Slocan 
condo. Available Sept. Occasional 
roommate situation - owner and child will 
return most wknds (2nd bdrm) as we are 

making a gentle transition to Nelson. $900+, 
depending on arrangement. Call Laura: 
250-505-8310.
PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located in 
Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! 
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais 
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-551-
8505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.
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mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Store Hours 9am – 5pm 

Monday- Saturday.  
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

  River Bardati
  250-354-9535

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 833-501-1700 for details

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca 

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching 
• Water Lines • Land Improvement 

• Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

COMMUNITY

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

RENTAL WANTED

PETS

NOTICES

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

September 3,
2021

It pays to advertise in 
the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for details 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

HELP WANTED

IN MEMORIAMYOGA WITH MARTHA at Bindu 
Community Studio in Winlaw. Gentle 
Hatha Yoga. Meditation. Monday and 
Wednesday mornings at 9:15. For more 
information call/text 250-882-1362. www.
ravensperch.co or bindustudio.ca
TAKING TIME FOR YOURSELF with 
Jikiden Reiki - a traditional hands-on energy 
healing art from Japan that supports our body’s 
natural healing ability. Reiki reduces anxiety, 
stress, pain and strengthens the immune 
system. Krestova/Crescent Valley with sliding-
scale cost. Warmly Anja (778 583 2433).

SPECTRUM HOME & FAMILY CARE 
is hiring personal support workers in 
the Nakusp, Slocan Valley and Kaslo 
areas. Send resume and cover letter to 
employment@spectrumcares.ca.
NEED CAREGIVER for home care in 
Winlaw, 8am-12pm. Email flachmoi@
yahoo.com
67-YEAR-OLD MAN from New Denver 
area looking for home care, part time. 250-
358-2756.
PASSMORE LABORATORY is looking 
for someone with laboratory skills/training 
to work part time. 10-12 hours/week. 
Starting August 26. Please submit resume 
to passlab@columbiawireless.ca.
EXPERIENCED WOOD STACKER/
SPLITTER wanted. $15/hour. Slocan Park. 
250-359-2230.

IN LOVING MEMORY of a dear 
husband, father, grandfather and great 
grandfather, Ted Reitmeier, 1937-2007. 
If Roses grow in heaven
Lord please pick a bunch for me
Place them in my husband’s arms
And tell him they are from me
Because remembering him is easy
I do it every day
But there’s an ache within my heart 
That will never go away
-Love your wife Isabel, children Rod, 
Rick, Ken, Kathy, Marlene, Barbara, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a 
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information on 
AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; Nakusp, 
250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For NA: 
New Denver, 250-551-4043. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
ACA (ADULT CHILDREN OF 
ALCOHOLICS / Dysfunctional Families) 
anonymous group in Nakusp. Call or text 
250-686-0567 for more information. www.
adultchildren.org
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-7760. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for all the things taken from the 
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures 
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign 
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air 
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow 
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass, 
and numerous other things. Please return, 
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for people who have witnessed: 
heavy machinery driving on our septic 
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our 
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel 
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
BIGFOOT INN would like to thank you for 
coming forward with so much information 
and all the supporting emails. We’re looking 
forward to serving the area again one day.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKER 
(Male, mid 30s) searching for housing within 
an hour of Nelson for one person/cat. Interested 
after mid-August, but other times are OK. 
1-250-886-9384. robjfoxbcc@gmail.com.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR LARGE SHOP or 
covered space for Rent/Lease in New 
Denver/Silverton area. Prefer 14’ door and 
high ceiling to fit RVs for my RV Repair 
business. Alpenglow RV Services 250-
551-8605.

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
WILL PAY CASH for old Harley Indian 
motorcycles, old cars, old metal signs, gas 
pumps and 1960s to 1972 Ford Broncos. 
Email buyriteautosales@hotmail.com 

WANTED

SERVICES
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

RECYCLING

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199 ACCOMODATIONS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE

MASSAGE

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca “Experience that Moves”

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca

250-365-9640
Proud to serve the 

Slocan 
Valley!

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

by Jan McMurray
People across the province 

got together in their communities 
on August 23 to protest against 
RCMP violence at the Fairy Creek 
blockade. Protests took place in 
New Denver and in Nelson as part 
of the province-wide ‘RCMP Stand 
Down Actions.’

Malin Christensson of Last 
Stand West Kootenays, a group of 
Nelson area citizens, says many 
West Kootenay residents have 
travelled to Fairy Creek to support 
the thousands of protestors who 
have been participating in the 
blockade to prevent clearcutting 
in the last unlogged old-growth 
watershed on southern Vancouver 
Island. About 100 people gathered 
in Nelson for the ‘RCMP Stand 
Down’ protest.

Protests against police violence at Fairy Creek

A protest against police violence at the Fairy Creek blockade on Vancouver Island took place in New Denver on August 23 as part of the 
province-wide ‘RCMP Stand Down Actions.’

“Since enforcement at Fairy 
Creek began in May, the RCMP 
have arrested more than 750 
peaceful volunteers doing the job 
the premier promised to do: protect 
the very last of the old-growth 
forests,” said Chrisstenson, who 
spent some time at the camp this 
past month. “The RCMP have 
acted illegally and brutally. We are 
witnessing the actions of a police 
state.”

“The RCMP must stand down 
from attacks, intimidation and 
unlawful use of exclusion zones 
to keep media out,” said Nelson 
resident John Alton, who also 
spent time in the protest camps. 
“The provincial government must 
intervene to protect citizens, stop 
the RCMP attacks, and listen to 
demands to end the logging of our 

old-growth forests.”
Alton reports that a local area 

youth was luckily not badly injured 
after falling nearly 20 feet to the 

ground when the RCMP sawed off 
a leg of his protest tripod last week.
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Open 7 Days a week
Admission is only $5, Children under 12 may enter for free!

by John Boivin, Local 
Journa l i sm In i t ia t i ve 
reporter

Residents of the West 
Kootenay are getting used to 
keeping a mask in their pocket 
again after the provincial 
health officer ordered more 
stringent measures to try 
to contain the spread of 
COVID-19.

And provincial leaders 
announced Monday that a new 
proof-of-vaccination system 
is coming this fall which 
will limit some activities for 
people who have not received 
their shots.

D r.  B o n n i e  H e n r y 
extended public health 
measures in place for the 
Central Okanagan last Friday 
to include the entire Interior 
Health region, which includes 
the Valley Voice readership 
area.

B e s i d e s  m a n d a t i n g 
everyone over 12 years 
of age has to wear a mask 
indoors, the orders limit inside 
gatherings to five people (or 
one other family) and outdoor 
events to no more than 50 
people. Indoor high-intensity 
fitness classes are suspended. 

Non-essential  travel 
to the area was also not 
recommended, regardless of 
your vaccination status.
Numbers climb

The new restrictions 
come about as the easily 
transmissible Delta variant of 
COVID continues to spread in 
the province.

Over the weekend of 
August 20-23, the province 
had 1,711 new cases, with 768 
of them in the Interior Health 
region; 14 people have died 
from the coronavirus infection 
in the region since August 1. 

Officials say 71% of new 
cases are with people who are 
unvaccinated. They also make 
up 84% of hospitalizations in 
the province. 

The West Kootenay, 
almost free from COVID 
until a month or two ago, has 
seen a dramatic increase in 
local cases. Between August 
8-14, there were 117 new 
cases in the Nelson subdistrict, 

Province tightens health guidelines as COVID spikes in area
34 in the Castlegar subdistrict, 
seven in the Arrow Lakes 
subdistrict and three in the 
Kootenay Lake subdistrict of 
Interior Health.

A community outbreak 
current ly  underway in 
Nelson’s Jubilee Manor has 
infected five people, and 
resulted in two deaths.

While low in absolute 
terms, the case incidence 
for COVID in the Nelson 
and Castlegar subregions 
remains among the highest 
in the province, at more 
than 20 cases per 100,000 
population. Even the Arrow 
Lakes subregion has more 
than 15 cases per 100,000. 

These subregions continue 
to have among the lowest 
number of vaccinated citizens 
in the province. 
Proof of vaccination

On Monday, the Province 
also announced that a new 
proof-of vaccination system 
is coming this fall. The new 
order will require citizens to 
provide proof of vaccination 
to access a broad range of 
social, recreational, and 
discretionary events and 
businesses like restaurants, 
weddings, sporting and music 
events, movie theatres, fitness 
centres, casinos and other non-
essential facilities.

As of September 13, 
one dose of vaccine will be 
required for entry to these 
settings. By October 24, entry 
to these settings will require 
anyone over 12 to show 
they are fully vaccinated. 
People who don’t have the 
vaccine will still be able to 
enter establishments offering 
essential services, like grocery 
stores.

The proof-of-vaccination 
rule will be in place until the 
end of next January – and may 
be extended if necessary.
Hospital warning

The high case numbers 
have some doctors sounding 
a warning about COVID 
cases affecting local hospital 
capacity.

Trail physician Dr. Mike 
Vance warned that four of the 
six beds in the West Kootenay-

Boundary Regional Hospital’s 
intensive care unit in Trail are 
occupied by COVID patients.

“The next month right 
now is going to be a disaster,” 
said Vance. “If you can’t bend 
that curve back down, this is 
going to continue with some 
major growth,” he told Black 
Press.

The Trail hospital is the 
only facility in the region 
with an ICU and the ability to 
provide respiratory treatments.
Back to school 

Parents – and school staff 
-- are also waiting to hear from 
Ministry of Education officials 
about what will happen when 
school resumes September 
7. Both school districts in 
the Valley Voice readership 
area – SD 10 Arrow Lakes 
and SD 8 Kootenay Lake – 
expressed confidence school 
could resume safely, but they 
were waiting to hear just what 
the rules will be.

“SD 10 has worked 
diligently throughout the 
course of the pandemic to 
adhere to Ministry health 
guidelines and ensure that 
school operates as normally as 
possible for all of our students 
and staff,” says incoming 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  P e t e r 
Dubinsky. “We are hopeful 
that the upcoming school 
year will bring a return to 
more familiar practices and 
routines.”

However, what those 
more familiar practices 
and routines will be is still 
unknown. And the union that 
represents BC teachers called 
for more details, quickly.

“We are hearing from 
more concerned families than 
ever before in this pandemic. 
They’re worried that their 
children who are too young 
to be vaccinated might be 
going back to school without 
enough protections in place,” 
said BCTF President Teri 
Mooring. “Things are most 
definitely not normal right 
now, so we can’t carry on as 
if they were.”

The BCTF is advocating 
for a broad, province-wide 
mask mandate to start the 

school year, as well as 
ventilation improvements 
and cleaning of all high-touch 
surfaces during the school day.

But as of press time the 
province’s detailed plan 
hadn’t been released.
RDCK recreation 
restrictions

Ironically, Dr. Henry’s 
stricter rules were announced 
a day after directors on the 
board of the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay called 
on provincial health officials 
to apply the same mask and 
social-distancing rules to this 
area as were in effect in the 
Central Okanagan.

Staff said they needed the 
stronger restrictions to try to 
contain the spreading problem 
of COVID among staff.

“If you are not aware, 
we have never had as many 
COVID-positive tests in our 
facilities as in the last two 
weeks,” said Joe Chirico, 
the general manager of 
Community Services. “We 
have employees now who are 
off because of COVID. So we 
are definitely seeing a rise in 
impact in our facilities. And… 
we are struggling with staffing 
across the board, so the reason 
for this right now is we are 
afraid of reaching levels of 
staffing that would require 
us to close. That is a concern 
right now.” 

The motion passed, but 
became moot the next day 

with the new provincial 
rules. Essentially, masks will 
be needed to enter and use 
RDCK rec facilities, some 
indoor fitness classes will be 
cancelled, and non-essential 
spectators will be banned from 
ice rink events.
Pop up clinics

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
Province is adding more 
pop-up vaccination clinics 
to encourage the vaccine-
hesitant to get the jab.

While regular weekly 
clinics continue in Kaslo on 
Tuesdays and Nakusp on 
Wednesdays, one new pop-up 
clinic has been arranged for 
New Denver on September 3 
at Knox Hall.

There are numerous 
pop-up and regular clinics in 
Nelson and Castlegar over the 
coming weeks as well. You 
can find out when and where 
to get the jab by searching ‘BC 
vaccination clinics’ online.

Morning has broken: the sun peeks through a smoky sky above Silverton last week. The photo was taken from Nemo 
Creek Beach in Valhalla Provincial Park. 
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