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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Those forests now burning south of 
Fauquier and Edgewood, and northeast 
of Winlaw? They’re not coming back.

That’s the stark assessment of Greg 
Utzig, a Kootenay-based conservation 
ecologist who has studied how climate 
change affects forest regeneration for 
20 years.

“The forest in some places won’t be 
back at all, and in other places it will be 
very different from what is there today,” 
he told the Valley Voice.

Utzig says the temperate forests of 
the Arrow, Slocan and Kootenay Lakes 
areas that locals love are going to be 
replaced in the next few decades by 
rock, scrub grass and dust, as a result of 
human-driven climate change.

It won’t happen all at once, and not 
everywhere. But by 2080, it will be a 
very different looking Kootenays.

That’s because the fires burning 
this year aren’t part of a usual cycle 
of destruction and forest regrowth, but 
the signal of a wholesale change in the 
ecosystem. A change to a climate likely 
much dryer, and certainly much hotter, 
he says. One that will far more closely 
resemble the southwest US, rather than 
our familiar temperate rainforest.
After the fire

We’re taught that fire is good for a 
forest. But that’s not completely true, all 
the time. Fire is certainly a regular part 

West Kootenay forests may never be the same, says ecologist
of the natural order, and in places like 
the East Kootenay the forest has adapted 
to thrive with fire every few decades.

But Utzig has also studied forests 
near Revelstoke where there’s no 
evidence of fire affecting the ecosystem 
for hundreds of years. So when climate 
change-driven fires hit those areas, 
the forest isn’t adapted to it – and that 
ecosystem doesn’t recover.

The size, frequency and intensity of 
the fires is also increasing. Trees may 
not have a chance to regrow to full size 
before being wiped out again. 

That is, if there are seedlings to 
replace the burned trees in the first place.

“If they’re high intensity fires – 
which many of them are – because it’s 
so hot, it kills all the trees so there’s no 
seed source,” he says. “And so the forest 
doesn’t come back because there’s no 
seed.”

With the canopy gone, and hotter-
than-usual fires burning deep into the 
soil, the next generation of trees is 
being decimated, says Utzig. Those 
that do survive will wither away in the 
heat and parched conditions as average 
temperatures slowly climb 5-7°C in the 
coming decades.

“They all need water to survive. So 
there’s incredible competition for water 
in a year like this, and the ones that don’t 
make it die,” he says. 

Other problems are complicating 
and reinforcing the destruction. 

Drought-weakened trees are prey 
to beetle infestation, killing them 
and increasing fire fuels; clearcutting 
reduces ecosystems’ resiliency; extreme 
weather events mean more blowdowns 
and lightning to spark fires in the dying 
woods.

The cycle of destruction continues 
until there’s nothing left. And all that is 
happening so fast that traditional forest 
recovery is impossible.

“So I’m not going to say all these 

areas are not going to re-forest,” says 
Utzig. “Some of them will, but the ones 
that are in the driest sites won’t.” 

And the species that do come back 
won’t be the familiar pine, cottonwood, 
birch and hemlock either, but ones more 
adapted to drought conditions and fire. 

“It won’t slowly transition,” he 
says. “A major burn will happen, then 
we may get two to three years of dry, 
and those areas won’t come back. Or, if 
the next two or three years are wet, well, 

they will come back for a while – until 
they burn next time.”
Knapweed

So are we looking at an Okanagan-
style landscape in the future?

“No, that’s too easy,” says Utzig. 
“Our models had to go much farther 
than that to find a similar climate match 
to where the Interior is heading. And it’s 
more like southern Idaho, Wyoming, 
even Nevada.”

continued on page 3

The Michaud Creek wildfire in the Edgewood area in mid-July, when it was about 4,600 hectares. It has now merged with the Renata Creek fire to 
the south, and covered 13,600 hectares on Monday.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

30 years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
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Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 
for details 

email: 
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Coldwell Banker Rosling Real 
Estate in Nelson, Nakusp and 
Kaslo are excited to welcome 
Morgann Black to our 3 local 
offices.

Morgann was born and raised 
here and with her partner Scott 
Britton are parents to 2-year-old 
Asher. Morgann also manages 
Touch Of Fashion Trendy 
Treads here in Nakusp. 

Morgann offers knowledge of the area, the history of all the 
communities and some hidden gems throughout the valleys. 
If you are looking for an energetic Realtor, full of knowledge 
of the area to share with you, call her. If you know of anyone 
considering buying or selling, please feel free to share her 
contact information with them.

Rosling Real Estate 
Nelson. Nakusp. 250-265-3205 office

250-265-1819 Cell

submitted
A woman was arrested in Sandon 

in the early hours of Saturday, July 
31 and is facing charges of mischief 
and uttering threats.

Slocan Lake RCMP responded 
to two calls from Sandon that night, 
both about the same female. The 
first call came in about 9:30 pm on 
Friday, July 30. The complainant 
advised that a woman was causing 
a disturbance and damaging a 
pedestrian bridge with a chainsaw. 
Slocan Lake RCMP attended, but 

The footbridge in Sandon that goes over Carpenter Creek between Upper Sandon and the 
Silversmith Powerhouse was destroyed in an incident the night of July 30-31.

Woman arrested after Sandon footbridge destroyed
could not locate the female. A few 
hours later, at about 2:35 am on 
Saturday, police received a second 
call, from another complainant, 
about the same woman. Slocan 
Lake RCMP returned to Sandon, and 
located and arrested her.

The woman was taken to the 
Nakusp RCMP detachment and 
later released on an undertaking 
to appear in Nakusp provincial 
court on September 8. RCMP are 
recommending charges of mischief 
under $5,000 and uttering threats.

by Jan McMurray
Hoghead Media was back in the 

area on August 7 to do the final takes 
for their documentary about the train 
that sank in Slocan Lake on New 
Year’s Eve 1946.

The last of their filming was 
done at the Slocan Legion, where 
they hosted an event for about 50 
local people who have been involved 
with the project. The local crowd was 
treated to footage of their expedition 
last October to find the sunken train.

“ S e a r c h i n g  f o r  i t  w a s 

Filming for sunken train documentary wraps up in Slocan August 7
discouraging, but when we found it 
after about five days, it was one of 
the best moments of my life,” said 
Colten Wilke, film producer, at the 
Slocan event.

Wilke, along with mining and 
railroad enthusiasts Jeff Stibbard and 
his son, Clinton, started Hoghead 
Media, and this is the company’s 
first project. It is being funded by 
Stibbard’s JDS Energy and Mining 
Company.

The project is much bigger than 
just producing the documentary.

“Our ultimate goal is to tell 
the story, float the train, fix it and 
return it to Nelson, where it was 
destined,” Stibbard told the crowd. 
“We still have lots of work to do on 
the marketing, and there’s lots of 
bureaucracy and legalities – so we 
have work to do.”

Stibbard first learned about the 
sunken train while he was working 
at the Willa Mine near Silverton in 
1987, and living at Frank Pho’s hotel 
(today’s Valhalla Inn). He said he 
used to pedal his bike to Rosebery 

and watch the trains being loaded 
onto the barge, and that’s where 
he heard the story about Canadian 
Pacific locomotive #3512. On New 
Year’s Eve 1946, the train was 
being barged with the help of the SS 
Rosebery from Rosebery to Slocan 
when the barge started taking on 
water. The crew had to cut the cable 
to the barge, and locomotive #3512, 
tender, caboose and snowplow all fell 
off the barge and sank to the bottom 
of the lake. 

“I’ve kept the memory of that 
story for a long time, and this is 
what we’ve decided to do with our 
money, as miners and railroaders,” 
Stibbard said. 

Shane Lockhart and Markus 
Mayer of DeepSix Subsea were at the 
event to talk about the equipment and 
sonar technology used in the diving 
expedition, and the difficulties the 
team encountered. The crew started 
the search with a piling barge, but 
quickly realized they needed a 
less cumbersome option. They are 
forever grateful to Sharon Steinbach, 
who has a place on the other side 
of the lake across from Silverton, 
for stepping up to offer her boat for 
the job.

The crew used an ROV (remotely 
operated underwater vehicle) “as our 
eyeball underwater,” attached to 
the boat by a special rope called an 

‘umbilical cord.’ At one point, the 
umbilical cord got badly tangled up 
in a field of debris from the wreck. 
“We thought we were going to lose 
a $200,000 ROV! But we worked as 
a team and got it untangled. Heart 
attack averted!” Lockhart said.

The wreck is about five miles 
north of Slocan City, and is roughly 
730 feet down. They found the tender 
first, then the snowplow, the caboose 
and the locomotive. “When we saw 
the “#3512” and the “Canadian 
Pacific” on it, we realized we’d found 
it,” recalled Wilke as he showed the 
footage, bringing the audience to that 
exciting moment of discovery. 

The caboose is the best preserved 
of the four historic railcars, still 
bright red with the white ‘Canadian 
Pacific’ painted on it, and the lanterns 
still intact on the exterior. The 
locomotive is in a “crater,” because 
of the force of its weight – over 60 
tons – hitting the sandy bottom of 
the lake.

“Searching for it was painful, but 
meeting the people here was the part 
that really hit home for all of us. We 
hope you like the way we portrayed 
you and this beautiful place you’ve 
chosen to live,” said Stibbard.

The documentary will be finished 
in November, and the team is hoping 
it will be released in the new year. 
Stay tuned.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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So what vegetation will likely 

replace the fires in those burn areas 
this year?

“Knapweed,” says Utzig. It doesn’t 
sound like he’s joking.
Hope

It pays to have a gallows humour if 
you’re a climate scientist these days. But 
Utzig bristles at the suggestion there’s 
nothing that can be done to avoid the 
climate catastrophe. 

“There’s lots of things that could be 
done,” he says. “The first thing is, we 
can stop making it worse.

“To say there’s nothing we can be 
doing is ridiculous. But finding the will 
to do it: that is the problem.”

Utzig points to the sale of coal from 
our region for industry as our biggest 
‘contribution’ to the greenhouse gas 
problem. That has to end for the sake of 

West Kootenay forests may never be the same, says ecologist
the planet, he says, as do new pipelines 
and fossil fuel development.

And Utzig says the Province has to 
change its entire approach to logging 
to keep ecosystem resiliency at the 
forefront.

“We could be redirecting forestry 
harvesting to increase resilience to 
ecosystems to climate change. We know 
what kind of treatments need to be 
done… those came out of our work 10 
years ago and nothing has been done.”

The FireSmart program, he says, 
has to be reimagined to try to save more 
than homes and infrastructure.

“What I’m talking about is saving 
ecosystems,” he says. “Its basically 
changing the way we log to help 
ecosystems adapt to the changing 
environment. And that means stopping 
clearcutting, treating stands to increase 
the resilience to change – change that 

has already begun.”
It’s a different kind of logging, and 

a different kind of forest management 
that he says is facing stiff opposition 
from government and industry.

“People worry about people, but 
the fact is every living thing is being 
affected by this,” he says of climate 
change. “And it’s going to come back 
to bite us.”

Utzig’s theories on managing fire 
in a changing climate are being tested 
this summer. SIFCo, the Slocan Valley’s 
community forest, has been following 
his recommendations for FireSmarting 
with an eye to forest regeneration. In 
several blocks near Winlaw, they’ve 
been leaving Ponderosa pine and 
Douglas fir spaced well apart on south 
slopes that are most prone to fire and the 
first to convert into grasslands.

The theory is now being tested by 

the 5,200-hectare Trozzo Creek fire 
that’s been burning for the last month.

“It’ll be interesting to see how well 
they did,” he says. “Those areas may 
have been able to carry the fire without 
killing the trees.”

But it will take much more work, 
on many fronts, if Kootenay forests will 

have a chance of surviving past the next 
couple of decades. 

“The hope is we do what we need 
to do,” says Utzig. “We need to get on 
with it, we need to wake up. Change is 
coming. We have elections coming, we 
need to put people on the spot and vote 
accordingly.”

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Rain came as a relief for residents 
of the West Kootenay and for fire crews 
battling huge wildfires in the area – but 
a return to hot dry weather forecast for 
this week should have no one letting their 
guard down.

Fire crews in the Arrow Lakes and 
Slocan Valley both caught a break with 
the weather, which saw slightly cooler 
temperatures, weak winds and more 
morning humidity for the first part of the 
month, slowing the fires’ growth. Light 
scattered showers even fell occasionally 
over parts of the region. 

With heavy equipment building 
fire breaks and crews setting back-
burns to control the direction of the 
fires’ growth, officials felt confident 
enough to allow residents of Fauquier, 
Applegrove, Edgewood, Needles and the 
Slocan Valley to return to their homes. 
Edgewood and Needles residents even 
saw their evacuation alert lifted as well, 
with the Michaud Creek wildfire threat 
diminishing. Even the Emergency 
Support Services centre was closed in 
Nakusp, as the lifting of the order meant 
evacuees could go home.

The fires remain out of control, 
however, and hundreds of homes remain 
under evacuation alert.
Arrow Lakes Complex

The Michaud Creek wildfire on the 
west shore of southern Arrow Lakes took 
a big jump in size to 12,800 hectares last 
week, after strong winds allowed it to 
merge with its neighbour to the south, 
the Renata Creek fire.

Despite the growth, fire crews on the 
north flank have been able to hold a line 
at Johnson Creek, keeping it away from 
inhabited areas. Cooler temperatures, 
light showers and little wind has kept 
the fire behaviour at a moderate level. 

“The decrease in fire behaviour 
allowed firefighters to access areas of 
the fire perimeter that were previously 
unsafe,” the BC Wildfire Service said 
Monday. “Direct suppression is very 
effective under these conditions and will 
remain so for the next few days.”

Crews are working to establish a 
protective break around the community 
of Renata.

Across the lake, crews are working 
two borders of the 19,200-hectare 
Octopus Creek fire. 

Weather cooperates, fire threat eases – for now
To the north, firefighters took 

advantage of the better weather and made 
“great progress” building control lines 
around Fauquier on the shores of Arrow 
Lake, officials said on the weekend. (A 
control line is a combination of human-
made fire lines and/or natural fire barriers 
like roads or rivers.) To the east, the fight 
is to build control lines around Koch 
Creek, to prevent the fire from spreading 
east into adjacent valleys. Firefighters 
plan to do backburns in that area when 
conditions are right.

Working out of a headquarters 
in Nakusp, a 35-person incident 
management team is directing 
61 firefighters, 31 pieces of heavy 
equipment and six helicopters assigned 
to the Arrow Lake Complex. One 
helicopter is assigned to Octopus Creek 
wildfire, two to Michaud Creek wildfire 
and three are shared across the complex. 
Trozzo Creek

In the next big valley to the east, the 
Trozzo Creek fire on the east side of the 
Slocan Valley was tempered by the same 
cooler, moister weather. 

“This continued rain and rise in 
relative humidity has lowered fire 
behaviour and bolstered the hard work 
that crews have put in,” the BC Wildfire 
Service said.

But burning up in hard-to-access 
terrain, and bolstered by winds, Trozzo 
remains a stubborn challenge.

Crews have been working to finish 
the containment line along the Lemon 
Creek FSR and Holmsen Creek drainage. 
They’re also trying to beat down a spread 
into the Winlaw Creek drainage. There, 
crews continue to lay hose and hand-
build a fuel-free zone. The 96 firefighters 
assigned to the fire are continually 
monitoring the east and north borders of 
the fire and established control lines. The 
fire doesn’t seem to be growing much to 
the west, BCWS says.

Seven helicopters and 26 pieces 
of heavy equipment are also assigned 
to the fire.
Other fires

While the Big Three above attract 
much of the attention this year, other fires 
are being watched by the BC Wildfire 
Service in the Valley Voice readership 
area.

A lightning strike caused a fire up 
the Halfway River Valley last weekend. 
At just two hectares in size at press time, 

there’s no indication it has the potential 
to pose a threat to the natural hot springs 
not far away.

A 48-hectare fire was discovered on 
August 5 burning south of the Octopus 
Creek fire, on Sunshine Creek. This fire 
is classified as ‘being held’ as crews are 
working on establishing control lines 
with heavy equipment assisted by air 
tankers. The 77-hectare Kimbol Lake 
fire near Nakusp is now listed as under 
control.

A half-dozen fires burn in the 
Trout Lake/North Kootenay Lake area, 
including a 200-hectare fire at Stevens 
Creek and 380-hectare fire at Mobbs 
Creek. None of the fires are threatening 
homes or infrastructure at this time. 
Heat turns back on

While the last two weeks went about 
as well as firefighters could hope, with 
the weather helping keep fire activity 
moderate, at press time the BCWS said 
it was expecting that reprieve to end.

“Monday, temperatures begin to 
warm, and the smoke is likely to start 
seeping back into the area,” it warned. 
And while the weekend rains tamped 
things down, it was only on the surface.

BCWS warns that until there’s 
“substantial” precipitation, the potential 
to return to volatile burning conditions 
remains. 
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Horse poop on 
the beach

Many locals and visitors from 
everywhere have enjoyed the Slocan 
River beach at Storbo Road and 
Highway 6. Last week, we found a 
lot of horse poop on the beach. Last 
Saturday, July 31 at 4:30 pm, while 
many were enjoying the beach, two 
young girls in bikinis rode horses 
on to the beach. They went into the 
water, where their horses pooped while 
people were swimming there. They 
did not apologize or attempt to clean 
up and simply rode off. I’m not sure 
if the owners of those beautiful horses 
knew of their riders’ total disregard for 
those who regularly enjoy that beach, 
not to mention the poor people sitting 
immediately next to the horses. I have 
to believe the owners did not know this 
was happening. 

It’s common for owners of dogs to 
pick up poop of their dogs. Visitors or 
children riding horses are no different. 
Please show some respect to our 
community.

Debbie Bayoff
Slocan Park

Further food for 
thought

When I read the phrase “for a 
country that contributes so little carbon 
to the planet that it can’t be measured” in 
the letter from William Cuell published 
July 29, I had to respond with a fact that 
many Canadians are unaware of.

We may have low emissions within 
our own country; however, as fossil 
fuel exporters, we contribute carbon 
to the planet. Our government has 
been hiding the data with regard to the 
true carbon footprint of our exports 
from the Canadian public. Canada’s 
National Inventory of Greenhouse Gas 
Sources and Sinks (the ‘NIR’) is the 
report submitted annually to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC). Carbon 
dioxide emissions arising from the 
combustion of fossil fuels exported 

from Canada are not accounted for in 
the NIR.

If you look at Environment 
Canada’s data, you will see that Canada 
has stabilized domestic emissions, but 
since 2012, our exported emissions 
from the sale of oil, gas and coal have 
increased 46.43%.

We must hold the Canadian 
government responsible for this 
hypocrisy.

Helen Davis
New Denver

Hooray for diversity 
and the lovely new 
rainbow crosswalk in 
New Denver

Recent denigrating comments that 
appeared in this newspaper about the 
beautiful, colourful painted crosswalk 
that recently appeared on main street 
in New Denver were disappointing and 
unfair to the young people who painted 
this lovely addition to our town. How 
unkind to take a swipe at the idealistic 
youths who painted, by hand, this 
lovely rainbow crosswalk.

Our understanding of such 
colourful crosswalk markings is that 
they celebrate cultural diversity and 
inclusion. Our community is enriched 
and enlivened by the presence of all 
people, be they Indigenous, women, 
gay, transgender, disabled, or have a 
different skin colour than white settler 
folks.

The colourful crosswalk is a 
celebration of the wonderful spectrum 
of diversity of our human species, 
not “political messaging” or “faddish 
sloganeering.” Yes, these crosswalks 
have a “social justice message” and it’s 
a very welcome one.

While the crosswalk stripes might 
be “a drag for those who like to be left 
undisturbed” (a.k.a. unchallenged in 
their ancient-thinking, narrow-minded, 
self-centered, comfortable white-male-
privilege mindset), the rest of us think 
this rainbow crosswalk sends a positive, 
progressive, inclusive message and is a 

great addition to our community.
Obviously, this self-appointed 

armchair critic of public messages has 
no appreciation for the good principles 
and caring these admirable young 
people showed.

Thank you to the young people 
from the New Denver & Area Youth 
Network who made this colourful 
addition to our main street – it looks 
wonderful – and thank you to New 
Denver Village council for authorizing 
this enlivening of the village.

Lorna Visser and Wayne 
McCrory

Hills
We live in an 
endangered 
rainforest

Our backyard is literally one of 
the last remaining pockets of rainforest 
in the world. There are only three 
inland temperate rainforests on this 
planet: in the Russian Far East, Inland 
Southern Siberia, and right here in the 
interior wet belt of southeastern British 
Columbia. 

Today, we are cutting down the last, 
oldest, biggest trees on earth. With no 
signs of stopping. 

These ancient forests have the 

highest concentration of rainforest 
lichens in the world, along with unique 
species such as mountain caribou, a 
wide variety of birds, and the full suite 
of forest carnivores. This rainforest also 
provides fresh water for millions of 
people, is a carbon storage powerhouse, 
and a mecca for outdoor recreation. 
It’s quite literally a global gem. But, 
sadly, our rainforest now sits in a sea 
of clearcuts, and this summer, a storm 
of climate change-induced forest fires. 

Using the IUCN’s Red-List 
Ecosystem Criteria, BC’s inland 
rainforest is ranked as ‘critical’ 
(critically endangered ecosystems are 
those where the geographic distribution 
has been reduced by 80% or more 
over the past 50 years). According to 
just released research, if logging rates 
continue at current levels, ecosystem 
collapse will happen within 9-18 years. 
Our backyard is now on the trajectory to 
being one of the world’s most imperiled 
temperate rainforests.

Things need to change. Even the 
premier acknowledged there needs to 
be a “paradigm shift” when it comes 
to how and where we log. 

Governments are waking up to 
the facts. We, the people, need to keep 
putting on the pressure to show we care 
and let government and industry know 

that it’s time to cut it out. Take action 
and learn more: y2y.net/ontheground.

Nadine Raynolds
Silverton

Open letter to 
Premier Horgan 
and fellow citizens

I urge the BC government to action 
their commitment to implement 14 
recommendations made September 2020 
in a ‘A New Future for Old Forests,’ a 
report by foresters, commissioned by 
the Province. The report asked the BC 
government to act within six months 
to defer harvesting in old-growth forest 
ecosystems that are at the highest 
risk of permanent biodiversity loss. 
Clearcutting is still going on in BC’s 
inland temperate rainforests and we are 
warned the ecological system of the 
Interior may collapse within nine to 18 
years if the BC government doesn’t stop 
the unsustainable harvest. Immediate 
changes to forestry practices are necessary 
to save the inland temperate rainforest. It 
is critical to stop harvesting old-growth 
mature forests. Research has been done 
and a commitment by our provincial 
government has been made. It is time 
to act now. Protect old-growth forest 
now. These trees are a finite valuable 
resource – once gone, lost forever. 
Research indicates that old-growth 
habitat is important to buffer climate 
change, providing cooling influence, 
carbon storage, and some resiliency for 
other species. Old-growth enclaves in our 
Kootenay neighbourhood that I love are 
not protected. The Kokanee Old Growth 
Cedars Trail is not protected but could 
be a part of Kokanee Provincial Park. 
The small old-growth near Retallack, 
recognized as bear denning habitat, 
is not protected. We watch our forest 
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Next wave of protocols 
and restrictions

Take a moment for this to sink 
in. Imagine that you do not watch 
or read any news for a week. This 
includes Facebook, and even the Nakusp 
Communicator.

Besides being a slight shock to the 
system, you have a normal week. You 
walk your dog, you have coffee with a 
friend (they haven’t watched the news 
either), you eat breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner. You go to work. You take care of 
your kids. You just have a normal week. 
And amazingly, no one you talk to on the 
street or at the grocery store has watched 
any news either! 

What would you see around you? 
What do you see around you, now, in 
reality? What are you aware of?

I see smoke. I even see fires as I’m 
driving on some highways. I see stressed, 
displaced, evacuated people coming 
into my workplace. I also see signs with 
‘COVID’ protocols and restrictions. 

But I do not see any sick people. I do 
not see any dying people. I am no recluse. 
I work in a public environment at a very 
busy store. I do not know a single soul 
who has been affected by this so-called 
virus for the last year and a half (though 
the mandates have affected us all). I 
am not aware of any friends, family, or 
co-workers who are mourning anyone 
who has been affected by this so-called 
virus either.

How many people do you know 
who are sick? How many people do 
you know who are deathly ill? Sickness 
happens, and it is sad, and unfortunately 
it is a normal part of life. Are you truly 
affected any more than average years?

And yet, apparently, another ‘wave’ 
is coming. Whatever happened to our 
bi-annual cold and flu season? And for 
some reason, people are jumping at their 
next opportunity to get injected with a 
new invention, and some businesses are 
already trying to mandate masks again.

To respond to the REAL pandemic 
of an idiotic logging industry that is 
destroying our natural watersheds, why 
don’t we post signs on the doors of our 
businesses to protect the trees? Look 
around you: there’s smoke, there’s fire, 
there’s evacuated people and families 
with no homes. There is no COVID.

And speaking of idiotic industries, 
how much money do you think vaccine 
companies made this year?

Amanda Konkin
Nakusp

changing because of climate change. 
There is heat, dry conditions and disease 
in the forest. It is time for drastic action 
in this time of crisis. I ask that at-
risk old growth forests be protected. 
Please stick to promised timelines and 
recommendations to transition the 
forestry industry to sustainable practice 
in this province.

C. Anne Heard 
Kaslo

continued from page 4

Response to old 
growth article, 
July 15 issue

As one of the three veteran “forest 
defenders” defending common sense 
120 kilometres north of Revelstoke at 
Big Mouth Creek, mentioned briefly 
in the July 15 article that was mostly 
an interview with Garry Merkel, one of 
BC’s veteran members of the supposed 
independent ‘Old Growth Technical 
Advisory Panel’ or better known as the 
‘Chop and Talk’ panel, I would like to 
shed a bit of light on the life of one of 
BC’s few Southern Interior sanity or 
forest defenders.

Dangerous, costly hobby. I have 
had a good few death threats trying to 
protect sanity.

Make no mistake, Canada’s forestry 
policies are insane. Not just the 2.7% of 
BC’s old growth destruction but all of 
this nation’s laws and legislation related 
to public and private forested lands.

Temperate and tropical deforestation 
is the number one reason for earth, air, 

Upcoming 
election?

There is a buzz going on about an 

Response to Bill 
Cuell

I’m not sure how old you are or 
where you grew up. I am 71 and grew 
up in a London, England that burnt coal 
for domestic and industrial purposes. In 
fact, my grandfather owned mine shares, 
railway rolling stock and a domestic 
coal distribution company across east 
London.

At 18 months, I was in intensive 
care in the London Hospital with 
acute pneumonia and until 13 suffered 
from chronic bouts of bronchitis and 
sometimes pneumonia. At age thirteen, 
I was sent to boarding school in the 
country and miraculously the bronchitis 
cleared up.

In December 1952, the air was so 
foul in London from coal-induced smog 
that 4,000 people died, and a further 
8,000 died during subsequent months. 
In 1957, a repeat smog, during which I 
was kept home from school for 10 days, 
killed another 1,500 people over 10 days.

Beyond the 570 people who died of a 
premature death due to heatstroke in BC, 
millions of people around this planet, 
like me, have suffered and continue to 
suffer from chronic lung illnesses due 
to the burning of fossil fuels. Beyond 
any belief I might have that the planet 
is warming due to the burning of fossil 
fuels, I hope that we eliminate their use 
as soon as possible so that we can all 
breathe easier... including all the other 
species that need clean air to live.

Prior to 2005, our household used 
around 6.2 MWh of grid electricity a 
year, a little over half of what the average 
FortisBC household uses... plus four 
or five cords of firewood. By 2014, 
through efficiencies, we had reduced 
that to under 3.3 MWh and only four 
cords of firewood. We then installed an 
eight-, then 12-panel solar PV system and 
reduced our grid consumption to under 
.6 MWh by 2019.

Last year, while using 1.9 MWh, 
we only burnt three cords of firewood 
and my partner, Gail, is now trying to 
persuade me to eliminate all our firewood 
burning by installing an aerothermal heat 
pump. In July, we used an average of 
5.2 kWh per day from FortisBC, while 
transferring nearly 11.5 kWh per day 
back to the utility, as we now heat water, 
make toast and cook using a solar oven.

Both Gail and I believe that each 
generation should leave a gift to the next. 
Ours has been that we should lower our 
carbon footprint by living simply, so that 
others can simply live. What’s your gift 
going to be, Bill? I stand to be corrected, 
but having lived in the Kootenays on and 
off since 1973 I do not remember these 
kinds of prolonged periods of smoke, 
even when we were slash burning locally.

Call me selfish, if you want, but 
having spent many a night as a child 
struggling to breathe, I am terrified of my 
bronchitis and/or pneumonia returning 
if the quality of our air continues to 
deteriorate.

As a postscript, my wife Gail reads 
the ‘Good News Network’ and notes 
that scientists are working very hard to 
make the new energy technologies more 
ecologically sustainable.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

upcoming federal election. It is critical to 
make combating climate change the most 
important issue before the candidates. 
Canada has been unwilling to meet any 
of its promises to reduce emissions; over 
the past 33 years, despite promises and 
pledges, our emissions have increased 
21% from 1990 levels. Compared to the 
other G7 countries, the US has about the 
same amount of emissions as in 1990. 
The EU has reduced emissions 25%, 
and the UK 42%.

1400 billion tons of CO2 have been 
dumped in our atmosphere since 1960. 
Very little of it has been assimilated by 
photosynthesis; most of it is in the ocean 
and the atmosphere. If we stop polluting 
today, it will take centuries for the CO2 
to work its way out. This means that 
there will continue to be extreme weather 
events, and continued sea level rise as 
the ice in the Arctic, Greenland and 
Antarctica melts. For us here, it means 
continued heat domes, summer drought 
and smoke (at best).

The IEA (International Energy 
Agency), conservative and known for 
supporting the oil and gas industry, this 
spring issued a report stating that we 
must stop further oil and gas exploration 
and drilling globally. This is not a red 
flag – this is a red light.

Our government is based on several 
core principles, one of which is the ‘loyal 
opposition,’ which is supposed to play the 
devil’s advocate. But when both major 
political parties have been corrupted by 
gas and oil money, the ‘loyal opposition’ 
vanishes. An example of what I’m 
talking about is the fact that oil and gas 
lobbyists met with government officials 
last year 1,224 times.

So as much as we might dislike the 
idea, we, the unelected, have become the 
‘loyal opposition.’ We need to shout as 
loudly as the oil and gas industry shouts. I 
don’t know what the ratio would be; let’s 
say 50 angry voters offset one lobbyist 
in an expensive suit, taking our MP out 
for a very nice lunch.

Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

Response 
to article re: 
changes to ALR 
housing rules

I am writing to bring additional 
perspective to the article ‘ALR housing 
rule changes...’ by John Boivin, published 
in the July 29, 2021 issue of the Valley 
Voice.

The call for reform that culminated 
in an Order in Council to modify the 
Agricultural Land Use Regulation was 
facilitated by a social media platform. 
Social media content is generally more 
diffuse and ephemeral than print media. 
For that reason, it is important that here 
and elsewhere, in print, history records 
how this development can be ascribed to 
the herculean efforts of one individual: 
Meghan McPherson, of Courtenay, BC.

In 2019, the NDP government 
brought into effect Bill 52, which 
revoked certain rights of ALR land 
owners to provide suitable housing 
for family members. The intent was to 
limit the conversion of farm land to a 
condition, including its market value, 
that is less amenable to the production 
of agricultural commodities. A great 
number of people were financially and 
emotionally harmed, in some cases 
irreparably, by the unexpected enactment 
of Bill 52. Meghan was one of that 
number. In response, she initiated the 
Facebook group ‘Changes to Bill 52’ 
(now called ALR Connect), established 
the non-profit society BCALOA (BC 
Agricultural Land Owners Association) 
to advocate on behalf of agricultural 
landowners, organized a petition, and 
spearheaded a demonstration event at 
the legislature in Victoria. Despite all 
of this and the number of supporters 
climbing to tens of thousands, change 

was exceedingly slow to come, the Order 
in Council having been issued about two 
years after the extent of harms was made 
clearly known to our government.

Returning now to Mr. Boivin’s 
article, I note that it might leave 
the impression that the change was 
precipitated by, amongst others, an 
application for a second residence made 
by the former Minister of Agriculture, 
Mr. C. Evans. I doubt that was the case, 
and certainly hope it was not the case, 
as clearly it is not a preferred mode of 
policy formulation. During an earlier 
call for reforms to the Agricultural Land 
Commission Act, many were vocal in 
their opposition, as though the Act was 
already in a state of perfection that should 
not be tampered with. For instance, a 
2013 quote from Mr. Evans in an article 
on commonsensecanadian.ca reads, 
“That is why it is time for all of the people 
in the province who produce or eat food 
to rise up and defend the Agricultural 
Land Reserve. If we weaken it now, it 
will die.” It is good to know that Mr. 
Evans did appreciate the need for certain 
reforms, as reflected in his response to 
experiencing first-hand the regulatory 
limitations concerning residential options 
in the ALR.

What is mysterious in the NDP’s 
latest move is that it makes possible a 
disproportionately greater conversion 
of ALR land to residential use where 
parcels are small and demand is high: 
at the urban fringe. This is the very 
antithesis of the intent of their Bill 52. 
The near-absence of proportionality 
between parcel size and residential use, 
and the absence of sensitivity to regional 
land use needs, are striking deficiencies 
in the regulation as it stands today. Thus, 
the work is not done.

James Cunningham
Nakusp

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

water and climate pollution.
Yet we are subject to the continued 

pitiful media lament from a panel 
of experts that: “Every part of the 
industry relies on it (massive old-growth 
clearcuts), so there would be a major 
catastrophic effect on the industry if we 
were to change overnight.”

“Overnight”??? For 30+ years, 
many citizens of BC have been warning 
about the “fall-down effect” which 
was predicted in a number of B- 
commissioned reports from the mid 
1950s. In short, the reports calculated 
that someday there would be more mill 
capacity than trees. The consequences 
being obvious.

The authors of those reports had 
no inkling of the ‘runaway’ effects of 
planetary deforestation: like droughts, 
fires, floods and climate mayhem. Not 
to mention the extinction of most of 
Canada’s (planet’s) iconic species.

BC’s two major parties have dazzled 
the public with their ability to clearcut 
sanity and jeopardize the planet’s 
capacity to function in a more or less 
pleasant manner.

Tom Prior
Nelson
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Are you passionate about 
community service?

Nakusp Rotary may have a place 
for you!

Contact Sara Collinson for details.
saracoll@telus.net

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

River Floatees in all shapes & sizes for summer fun!

Manures & Potting Soils for all your Gardening Needs
Straw bales $13.00

Peat 
Moss  
$19.99/bale 

Paint & Accessories

Garden & Lawn 
Fertilizers, Insecticides, 
Bug Spray & Mosquito 

Solutions

Large selection of fence posts, 
gates & fencing! 
 – corral panels

Sprinklers, hoses,   
   lawnmowers & weed
      wackers in stock

Electrical 
Supplies

Thank you firefighters & Heli pilots for keeping our Valley safe!

by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A L a r d e a u  Va l l e y 
community group says it will 
continue to work for solutions 
to the region’s chronic 
power problems. And the top 

Lardeau Valley power stability group to soldier on, despite limited options
politician in the area says she’s 
committed to finding solutions, 
despite power officials pouring 
cold water on many of the 
group’s recommendations.

Aimee Watson, Area D 
director and RDCK chair, 

and the Lardeau Valley 
Opportunity Links Society 
(LINKS) held a public meeting 
on July 26 at the Lardeau 
Valley Community Hall. The 
focus of the meeting was to 
look at options and next steps 
coming from a report on fixing 
the area’s ongoing power 
problems.

The report, commissioned 
by LINKS, was completed 
by the Rocky Point and PBX 
Engineering groups in March 
of this year. It sought to explore 
options for the community to 
improve electrical reliability 
in the area. 

Despite being served 
by both FortisBC and BC 
Hydro, the region’s 430-odd 
customers endure frequent and 
sustained outages, sometimes 
for days at a time. 

“ R e s i d e n t s  a n d 
businesses face more than the 
inconvenience,” the report 
found. “They face issues like 
lack of phone service, access 
to water as most are on wells 
that require pumps, risks to 
medical equipment and loss 
of business.”

The root cause of the 
problem is trees falling on 
power lines, but the report 
found systemic issues with 
supply and line repair.

The report looked at 
several options:

• burying sections of the 
power lines in frequent-treefall 
areas, or laying the line along 
the bottom of Kootenay Lake;

• creating a microgrid 
or virtual power plant for 
backup power, establishing 
energy storage and generation 
facilities as well as a central 
controller;

• getting faster response 
times by reviving the service 
agreement that saw a Fortis 
work crew stationed in the 
Kaslo area;

• bringing a redundant 
power line into the valley;

•  purchasing backup 
generators or batteries for 
individual customers.

However, power company 
officials reiterated that the 
number of customers just 
didn’t justify the expense to 

try to solve what’s a relatively 
small problem.

“ I t ’ s  a  d i f f i c u l t 
conversation to have with a 
community where you say, 
‘Look, you live in a rural 
area, it’s hard – trees fall on 
power lines,’” said FortisBC’s 
Manager of Community and 
Aboriginal Relations, Blair 
Weston. “We’re spending a 
lot of money for the amount of 
customers for the rate base to 
make sure the power system is 
as reliable as it can get.”

Hydro  off ic ia ls  had 
responded to the report’s 
options in the spring after it 
was released, and officials who 
attended the public meeting 
stuck with those explanations. 
One by one, the public was 
told how the report’s options 
wouldn’t work:

• Burying the power 
lines would be prohibitively 
expensive. And while it would 
stop treefall outages, it would 
likely make responding to any 
other outage longer and more 
complex to repair.

• A service crew won’t be 
restored to Kaslo. For safety 
and logistical reasons, it would 
have to be a three-person team, 
and the work isn’t there to 
justify that.

• A second power line into 
the valley would be tantamount 
to spending millions (which 
customers have to pay back) 
for a redundant transmission 
line that would only be used 
occasionally. That would be 
prohibitively expensive for 
local ratepayers.

Finally, it was FortisBC’s 
Weston who laid the electrical 
companies’ cards on the table.

“I’m going to be the guy 
who says it’s not going to 
happen,” said Weston of the 
burying-the-lines idea, but 
indirectly to the other ideas. 
“That’s one thing that’s not 
going happen. It’s millions 
and millions and millions of 
dollars for a system that is 
working way more than 90% 
of the time.

“To rate-base that work for 
the amount of customers… it’s 
kind of the last… thing. I’m 
being a realist.”

Weston also noted the 
hydro companies had spent 
nearly $4 million in recent 
years clearing right-of-ways 
and adding equipment that 
reduces the impact of branches 
tripping the circuit on power 
lines. 

Despite  having cold 
water poured on their bigger 
ideas, Watson said she was 
committed to continuing to 
work on ways of securing the 
Lardeau’s power grid. 

“We need to get some hard 
facts on who needs what,” 
she said. “We already have 
quite a few people who are 
independent, and can flick 

a switch and they’re good. 
But what’s the gap in actual 
service? Who needs support 
here?”

The solutions could range 
from small home batteries 
to solar to micro-generators 
along creeks to community 
micro-grid solutions, she said. 
She also dissuaded talk of 
using gas or diesel generators, 
saying the province should be 
moving away from fossil-fuel-
based power.

“I wouldn’t necessarily 
look at what the solution is, as 
much as I want to quantify what 
the need is. What’s missing and 
what isn’t,” she said.

The community group will 
begin collecting information 
from individuals as to their 
power needs and what gaps 
in service they experience. 
With more information, they 
might be able to bring down 
some of the cost estimates for 
the options that still have a 
glimmer of hope – providing 
generator or battery power to 
help customers when facing 
long gaps in service, or micro-
grids.

The power companies 
were good with that proposal.

“At Fortis, we’re doing a 
lot to improve reliability, so 

thanks for the opportunity to 
talk about it,” said Weston. 
“But also thanks for trying 
to find solutions at  the 
community level, instead of 
just pointing the finger and 
saying its something for us to 
fix. Rather, it’s something to fix 
collectively.”

And Watson said while 
the power companies have 
dismissed most of the report’s 
opt ions  as  unworkable , 
she’ll take other routes to get 
results. She vowed to keep 
the issue on the table with the 
Columbia River Treaty Local 
Governments’ Committee 
and said she’d approach the 
Ministry of Energy and Mines 
and the Columbia Basin Trust.

And the community group 
will continue its work, they 
said.

“LINKS will be looking 
for community support at 
the beginning of this project, 
working on those next steps 
of trying to find out the gaps 
in the community … and any 
help or support or feedback you 
want to give us is something we 
would really appreciate,” said 
LINKS administrator, Valerie 
Cowan. “Our door is open... 
know that we’re still here and 
still working on it.” 

by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Regional District  of 
Central Kootenay Chair and 
Area D Director Aimee Watson 
has found that sometimes, if 
you beat a dead horse long 
enough, you can get an eyelid 
to twitch.

Watson told the people 
at the Lardeau Valley Power 
Assessment meeting on July 
26 that she had some big news 
about a seemingly hopeless 
power project in the valley.

“I’m going to share it 
because it was said in a public 
meeting,” she said. 

Watson said when BC 
Premier John Horgan was in 
Kaslo the week previous, she 
had attended a meeting with 
him. Then he asked her what 
her ‘big ask’ was – in other 
words, what did her region 
really need?

“I said, ‘I want power 
generation at Duncan,’” she 
told the public meeting.

But the premier’s answer 
surprised her.

“He said ‘That’s what I’ve 
wanted for 25 years!’” she 
recalled him saying. “I said 
it as kind of a joke, since he 
asked for a ‘big ask,’ I thought 
I’d go for it.”

“He’s very familiar with 
Duncan Dam and power 
generation. We didn’t get into 
detail, but I said I had this 

Duncan Dam power 
idea revived

study, and it’s going to the 
premier.”

The Duncan Dam is not 
a power generating station. It 
controls water flow coming 
into the Kootenay Lake 
reservoir from the Duncan 
River. Built in 1967 as the 
first dam of the Columbia 
River Treaty, proponents have 
watched water pouring over its 
spillway for years, wondering 
why it couldn’t generate some 
power for the Lardeau Valley.

But for as many years, 
power officials have said the 
dam’s water surplus isn’t year-
round, and wouldn’t be a 
reliable source of power.

F r o m  h e r  s h o r t 
conversation, Watson said, 
there is at least a glimmer of 
hope that power from Duncan 
might one day be a thing.

“I don’t think it’s anything 
imminent… but it is becoming 
a hotter topic and I want to 
let you know there’s quite 
an interest and [the premier] 
wants to know about it.

“Just an FYI to you 
guys,” she told hydro officials 
attending remotely.

Off ic ia ls  were  non-
committal on the news. 

“That’s terrific,” said BC 
Hydro’s Mary-Anne Coules. 
“And we’re ready to share any 
studies we have with him and 
provide any information we 
can on that.”

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order 
to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are no longer 
mandatory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually. 
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 11:30 am  Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every 
week from 3 pm. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for check-in and reser-
vations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.com; 
Facebookkaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are 
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for 
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:30 pm, and Sunday, 11 am – 3 pm. We have 
a fine selection of cool Summer ‘21 eco-fashions, our bookshelves and card racks are 
brimming, and as always we carry unique creations by artisans from BC to Japan. Thanks 
for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! 250-358-2178; RavensNestBC@gmail.
com; RavensNestBC.com; and on Facebook.”

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service
Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and 
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie 
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’) 

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Summer hours Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30
Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784 

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers. 
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-
226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via 
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50  Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70,  New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Nakusp’s community-owned 
forest corporation says it needs to 
clear trees out of a beetle-infested 
forest near McDonald Creek, and 

NACFOR plans more aggressive cut to clear beetle infestation
is asking for changes in its forestry 
plan to do so.

NACFOR is asking for public 
comments on its application to 
amend its Forest Stewardship Plan 
for the area, allowing it to increase 
the amount of trees it can cut in a 
block on the east shore of the Arrow 
Lakes.

“There’s been quite a bit of bark 
beetle damage or infestation,” says 
Frances Swan, NACFOR’s project 
manager. “NACFOR is planning to 
salvage the infestation areas with the 
goal of controlling the population, 
but also recovering the value of the 
wood there.”

There’s so much infestation, 
however, that to remove it properly 
would exceed the guidelines for 
protecting the visual look of the area 

set out in NACFOR’s stewardship 
plan. So they need an amendment to 
the plan to do that.

“A certain percentage of the 
landform has to be maintained,” 
under the stewardship agreement, 
she says. “But the Visual Quality 
Objective is constraining our ability 
to go in there and salvage that beetle-
wood.

“So we want to alter the landscape 
a little more than the Visual Quality 
Objectives are currently established 
at.”

The McDonald Creek area is 
a drainage that flows from the 
highlands east of Hwy 6, about 
13 kilometres south of Nakusp. 
NACFOR’s cut area can’t be seen 
from any communities, but might 
be visible to people driving by on 

Hwy 6.
Swan said they did a visual impact 

assessment from the McDonald 
Creek Park turnoff. “From the access 
road there, you look up directly at the 
base unit,” she said.

The Visual Quality Objective in 
the current Forest Stewardship Plan is 
based on 20% altered, she explained, 
and NACFOR is proposing 31%.

However, Swan says that 
projected increase is the worst-case 
scenario, should foresters go in and 
find far more infested trees than first 
thought. 

“The percent alteration numbers 
in the visual impact assessment are 
based on the worst-case scenario 
harvest removal,” she told the Valley 
Voice. “… but the plan is to remove 
only the infested trees in small 

groups, which will mitigate the 
visual impacts significantly.”

NACFOR plans to keep the 
proposed harvesting small in scale. It 
will also include prompt reforestation 
and rehabilitation of roads and 
landings, the community-owned 
company says.

The company hopes to begin 
harvesting near McDonald Creek as 
soon as this fall, Swan says, before 
the spring beetle flight will allow the 
bugs to spread further.

“So if we can do some harvesting 
of the infested area, we can control 
the beetles a little bit that way,” she 
says. “We can harvest the worst 
areas, but we can’t do anything until 
we get the amendment approved.”

The public has until September 
7 to comment on NACFOR’S plans.

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for 

details 
or email:

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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5000 APHID SPECIES
450 species colonize food and fibre crops, 
feeding on the sap of roots, leaves and shoots 
using sucking mouthparts called stylets. Aphids 
are vectors (transmitters) of plant viruses.
A mutualistic relationship exists with some ant 
species who ‘milk’ the aphids for honeydew, 
in turn protecting the aphids from predators. 
Farming ants will temporarily over-winter aphid 
eggs in their nests. 

submitted
New Denver now boasts a new 

art installation at the Hidden Garden 
Gallery (HGG). The inviting object of 
art sits by the barn doors and serves 
a dual purpose. It’s both an enticing 
sculpture and a functional bike rack. 
This welcome addition reflects the 
community spirit on many levels.

It all started when the HGG 
received an endowment from the estate 
of long-time gallery supporter, the late 
Betty Daniels. The gallery’s board of 
directors brainstormed ways to use 
the funds in a way that would honour 
Betty’s strong community spirit. The 
idea of the bike rack sculpture emerged 
thanks to Daniel Hellyer. No more 
bikes leaning against the building or 
lying on the ground – a win-win for 
everybody!

Local welder and artisan Chris Fox fabricated the new bike rack at New Denver’s Hidden 
Garden Gallery. The sculpture-cum-bike rack was designed by local artist Roni Jurgensen.

Fusion of form and function: 
HGG’s new bike rack 

Working with Roni Jurgensen’s 
design, local welder and artisan Chris 
Fox used his renowned talents to 
fabricate and bring the design to 
life. Besides providing ample skill, 
ingenuity and sweat to the project, he 
graciously donated extra personal time 
to build the piece as well as personally 
transporting it to and from the powder 
coater in Lumby. Chris generously 
worked over and above the available 
budget to ensure the finished product 
would delight. And that it does! Thanks 
also goes to Chris Kolmel, who kindly 
donated his time to hand engrave the 
plaque mounted on the sculpture, 
commemorating Betty Daniels.

This is the cherished type of gift 
that keeps on giving – from Betty, to the 
gallery, to artists, residents and visitors 
alike. Long live community spirit! 

submitted
A Nelson-based charity that 

sends a volunteer emergency 
physician in an equipped response 
vehicle directly to the scene of 
immediate threat to life 911 calls in 
the Kootenay region has received one 
of the most prestigious certifications 
in the Emergency Medical Services 
Industry.

K E R PA ,  t h e  K o o t e n a y 
Emergency Response Physicians 
Association, has received full Special 
Operations Accreditation from the 

KERPA, a Nelson-based emergency response organization, is the first organization in Canada to receive 
Special Operations Accreditation from the Commission on Accreditation of Medical Transport Systems.

Prestigious certification for Kootenay emergency response organization
Commission on Accreditation 
of Medical Transport Systems 
(CAMTS). It is the first organization 
in Canada, and third in the world, 
to receive full Special Operations 
Accreditation through CAMTS.

CAMTS has over 25 years of 
experience as a leader in publishing 
standards and providing accreditation 
to medical transport systems. In 
2019, it developed and approved the 
accreditation standards for agencies 
that support specialized medical 
operations for government and 

non-government agencies around 
the world.

KERPA works in collaboration 
with British Columbia Emergency 
Hea l th  Se rv i ces  (BCEHS) , 
supporting emergency services. 

Their response vehicle is fully 
equipped with advanced medications 
and equipment. They are capable 
of providing roadside ultrasound, 
video laryngoscope, rapid sequence 
intubation, surgical procedures, 

cardiac monitoring and advanced 
cardiac arrest care. In addition, they 
can provide tactical emergency 
casualty care and are trained and 
equipped to support the emergency 
services in this role. 

KERPA’s mission is to save lives, 
help the critically ill and injured, and 
support emergency services. 

For more information: kerpa.
org, Facebook, Twitter or Instagram.

New Denver and area raised $2,500 for Lytton over three weeks of donating bottles. The funds were given to Kids helping Kids, and will support Lytton youth in outdoor adventures, a trip to the waterslides and a reunion at Camp Hope. Al and Katrina, who 
initiated the project, thank the community members and local businesses who generously donated their bottles. They will continue collecting bottles for new projects – you can leave them with Al behind the liquor store or at Katrina’s home in Silverton.
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by Jan McMurray
Nakusp has two new physicians, 

Dr. Adam Stich and Dr. Kyle Ridge, 
bringing the number of medical 
doctors in the community to a full 
complement of five. 

Dr. Kyle Ridge will start work in 
the next couple of weeks, and says 
he hopes to stay in Nakusp for the 
long term.

“I’d like to settle in and not have 
to pack up and move anymore,” he 
said in an interview. “I’ve moved 
around a lot in my life, especially in 
the last 10 years with medical school 
and training.”

Kyle is originally from Nelson. 
He attended the St. James School of 
Medicine, an international school. He 
did classroom work in the Caribbean 
for two years, and clinical rotations 
for two years in Chicago before 
doing his three-year residency in 
Omaha, Nebraska. He is now board 
certified in family medicine and can 
practice in either Canada or the US.

“It was an adventure, and quite 
a journey, but when it was all done, 
I was looking to come back to 

Canada – preferably BC and ideally 
the Kootenays,” he said. “I have 
family and friends here, and I enjoy 
the lifestyle with the mountains and 
lakes, and smaller communities 
with not as much pollution, traffic 
or crime – all the reasons why we 
all choose to live in the Kootenays.”

Nakusp attracted him because 
of its proximity to Nelson, and 
to downhill skiing in Revelstoke 
and the Okanagan. Ridge is also a 
cross-country skier and is an active 
member of the Valhalla Hills Nordic 
Ski Club.

“I’m just starting to explore 
the community, but I’d like to plug 
into school sports, and help with 
developing bike trails,” he said.

Dr. Adam Stich is from the Lower 
Mainland. He first came to Nakusp to 
work as a resident under Dr. Norman 
Lea, who worked in Nakusp for over 
20 years before moving on to the 
Okanagan earlier this year.

“With a full complement of 
physicians, it’s good for coverage at 
the hospital and access to primary 
care at the clinic,” Ridge said.

Nakusp welcomes two new 
physicians to the community

Dr. Kyle Ridge is one of two new physicians in the community of Nakusp.

submitted
The first two young people to 

win in the Kootenay Lake Angler 
Incentive Program’s youth derby 
are Ivan Hale of Procter and Wyatt 
Luedtke of Cumberland. They were 
very happy with their prizes of youth-
sized kayaks. Both kids are avid 
fishers, fishing whenever they can, 
either by themselves or with family. 
Ivan says he would go out fishing 
every day if he could!

Other youth fishers won prizes 
from the first Kootenay Lake Angler 
Incentive Program youth derby draw, 
too. From all across Canada, they are 
currently being notified about their 
wins and prizes.

To participate in the next youth 

Ivan Hale of Procter won a kayak in the Kootenay 
Lake Angler Incentive Program’s youth derby.

Two kids win big for conservation in the Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive Program
draw, kids must submit their rainbow 
or bull trout heads to one of four 
local depots by the end of September. 
There are over 30 age-appropriate 
kids’ prizes, like kayaks, fishing rods 
and zipline adventure packets, to be 
divided between these two youth 
prize draws. The second and last 
youth draw will be in early October. 

This summer’s youth derby for 
the Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive 
encourages kids to spend time 
outdoors helping local conservation 
efforts. By participating in the 
program, kids 15 and under and their 
families are actively contributing to 
local conservation efforts to protect 
the iconic kokanee in the main body 
of Kootenay Lake. 

Encouraging anglers of all ages 
to catch and retain Kootenay Lake 
trout gives the juvenile kokanee a 
chance to grow. The rainbow and bull 
trout are suppressing the survival of 
the kokanee, the primary food source 
of these predators.

As well as encouraging healthy 
outdoor family fun and science-
based conservation, the Kootenay 
Lake Angler Incentive Program has 
supported local businesses through 
a difficult year. 

Scott Mynott, manager of the 
sports department at Wynndel 
Foods & Outdoor Gear (a local 
depot storing trout heads), says the 

Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive 
Program has definitely increased 
their business: “We’re selling a lot 
of tackle and gear, and it’s getting 
the younger kids out fishing. They 
get right into it!” 

The Kootenay Lake Angler 
Incentive Program is managed by 
the local West Arm Outdoors Club 
with support from BC Wildlife 
Federation, Freshwater Fisheries 
Society of BC, Habitat Conservation 
Trust Foundation, Ministry of 
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development 
(FLNRORD), Jones Boys Boats 
of Woodbury and several local 

merchants from around Kootenay 
Lake. 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The BC Wildfire Service says 
while the intention might be sincere, 
please don’t donate to charitable 
drives for its firefighters.

The service issued a press release 
recently advising the public not to 
respond to recent posts in local social 
media requesting donations to buy 
masks and other personal protective 
equipment for firefighters. 

“Although the BC Wildfire 
Service appreciates the sentiment 
behind these offers, there is no need 
for additional supplies and we are 
not able to accept donations of any 
type,” it says. “Please be wary of 
online requests of this nature as they 
are unsolicited by the BC Wildfire 
Service and any donations made 
cannot be accepted.”

The BCWS release goes on to 
say all its personnel and contractors 
are provided personal protective 
equipment (PPE) related to their 

Donations not needed to help firefighters, BCWS says
jobs and COVID-19 related supplies. 
Personnel adhere to COVID-19 public 
health orders and guidelines to ensure 
that operations can continue safely 
throughout the province. In indoor 
areas, all personnel are required to 
physically distance, wear masks, and 
sanitize. As this is a requirement, 

the necessary products are provided, 
including masks, BCWS says.

“So far, the 2021 season has been 
a busy one for our crews,” the release 
concludes. “If you are looking for a 
way to actively support crews and 
personnel we encourage you to post 
signs thanking them for their work.”
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David Martin 
Schoenberg 
November 30, 1942 – 

July 27, 2021 
We are truly sad to announce that 

Dave has passed away in New Denver 
after struggling with Alzheimer’s 
disease. Dave is survived by his 
wife, Crystal (Moon), daughter 
Dawn (Ryan) Schoenberg and sister 
Ann (John) Pratt. He was born in Le 
Pas, Manitoba to Roy (Reinhold) 
and Muriel (Pickup) Schoenberg. 
After Muriel’s passing in 1950, 

Dave spent most of his childhood in Kaslo with foster parents, Reg and 
Frieda Mossman. 

Over the years Dave acquired training as a machinist, heavy duty 
mechanic, automotive technician, small engine technician and pilot. He 
used his many skills in the mining, logging and fishing industries. In 1977 
he established Kaslo Truck & Saw Ltd., first as a chainsaw shop and then 
an automotive/small engine repair business. He spent most of his days 
helping people fix just about anything. In the spring of 2018, at age 76, 
Dave decided to retire and sold the shop. 

Dave loved the mountains, hunting, fishing, repairing/building things, 
photography, music, dancing, animals, kids and having a good laugh 
with friends. 

A special thank you to staff at the New Denver Pavilion for helping 
Dave through the last 5 months of his life. 

A public memorial is planned for 2:00 pm, Saturday, Sept 11 at St 
Andrew’s United (pending pandemic restrictions). Please come and share 
your stories.

by John Fyke and Kathy Hartman
After over a month of record high 

temperatures and no rain, residents of 
New Denver’s Orchard neighbourhood 
banded together to reduce the fire risk 
to the House of Joyful Tidings (HoJT). 
The old heritage building at 307 
Kildare served as the Japanese United 
Church and community centre from the 
1950s to ’70s. The building is slated 
for demolition this fall but the ‘Friends 
of the Orchard’ (Friends) are working 
hard to find it a new home, and wanted 
to make sure it survived to make the 
move when the search succeeds.

“Even a cigarette butt could have 
started a fire in this heat,” said one 
neighbour. “Years of absentee owners 
have meant that the property has 
become overgrown and very dry with 
knapweed, yard waste, old dry lumber, 
deadfall and needles from the big 
cedars on the property. We got really 
worried after the Bannock Point fire 
was said to be caused by spontaneous 
combustion.”

As for the results of the cleanup, 
one of the Friends, Phil Whitfield 
noted, “After removing the ladder 
fuels from the cedars, decades of dry 

New Denver historic building gets FireSmarted
litter and old lumber from around the 
house and the roof, we took five loads 
of combustibles to the dump. It was 
a job well done,” he said. “I’d hate 
to lose this place to a fire after all the 
work we have put into trying to find it 
a new home.”

When it was discovered that a 
demolition permit was purchased 
for the HoJT last year, the Friends 
of the Orchard began a campaign to 
save the building. After hiring local 
heritage consultant Robert Inwood, 
and confirming the building was 
both of historical significance and 
moveable, they approached the Village 
in June. Three possible locations were 
presented: the Kohan Garden and two 
in Centennial Park. Council expressed 
no interest in the proposed plans but 
offered a letter of support. 

Junko Ida, another of the Friends, 
explains, “Historically, the House of 
Joyful Tidings was used as a cross-
cultural religious and community 
meeting place for all the people of New 
Denver. The Friends of the Orchard 
feel that this theme of uniting all people 
is important to preserve.” 

Heritage expert Inwood, after 

completing an official Statement 
of Significance for the building, 
agrees. “The House of Joyful Tidings 
is a unique and precious structure 
nationally because there are so few in 
North America. It is important for a 
country to preserve these vestiges of 
our history. Community stewardship 
is bigger than New Denver.” 

Now, the House of Joyful Tidings is 
safe from fire, but not from demolition. 
Despite several discussions with the 
Village and other societies, the Friends 
have still not found a new home for the 
building before it is bulldozed this fall.

“This building represents a time 
of healing after the tragic story of 
internment. It represents a cultural 
bridge between our past and our 
future,” said Heather Dewey another 
one of the Friends. “Could it not find a 
safe place in the Orchard as a place of 
healing in these unpredictable times?” 

Neighbours, along with the 
Friends, worked with John Fyke, a 
local Orchard resident and FireSmart 
representative who assessed the 
property and gave guidance to the 
volunteers as to what needed to be 
done. Fyke would like to see every 
neighbourhood adopt the FireSmart 
guidelines. “It’s not hard to do,” he 
explains. “Begin by spreading your 
arms out and walking around your 
house. Look down, and if you see 
anything combustible, remove it. 
You’ll also want to remove ladder fuels 
by trimming tree branches about two 
metres from the base.”

Fyke was  impressed  wi th 
the thorough job the Friends and 
neighbours were able to accomplish in 
such a short time. “At one time there 
were over a dozen people pitching 
in with several pickups and trailers 

of tinder-dry debris ready to go to 
the dump. It was a real community 
effort and it is now one of the safest 
properties on the block.”

Fyke feels the best way to prevent 
a neighbourhood from catching fire 
in this new era of climate change is 
to FireSmart whole blocks. “If one 
resident in a block hasn’t FireSmarted, 
then the whole block is at risk,” he 
states. “Now is a good time to get to 

know your neighbours. I am happy to 
help anyone in the Orchard prepare their 
property.” Fyke is the official FireSmart 
representative for this neighbourhood. 
He has offered the ‘FireSmart Begins 
at Home Manual’ to neighbours and 
can help residents qualify for rebates 
of up to $500. The manual can also 
be found at firesmartbc.ca. For more 
information, Fyke can be contacted at 
garmesonfyke1@gmail.com. 

The historic House of Joyful Tidings gets a complete FireSmarting by residents of the Orchard 
in New Denver. Pictured here are some of the crew: Larry Hyink, Diane Heim, Kathy Hartman, 

Tony Heim, Logan Briggs, and Junko Ida.

by Jan McMurray
Without the renewal of i ts 

provincial government funding, the 
Cannabis Business Transition Initiative 
of Community Futures has slowed 
down quite a bit this summer.

“We’re in a holding pattern,” said 
Paul Kelly, manager of the program. 
“We have some funding requests in to 
the federal government and we should 
know the results by the end of August. 
We’re also hoping something will come 
up provincially.”

In the meantime, people needing 
support through the cultivation 
licencing process can access the CBTI 
program’s services for a fee of $75 
per hour.

The program has supported the 
grand majority of licencees so far in 
the region – 17 of the 19 that have 
their licences. Over the two years of 
the program so far, 53 clients have used 
the service. 

Kelly believes there is still demand 

for the program going forward, given 
two policy changes that have been 
announced.

The ‘direct door policy’ will 
allow cultivators to bypass provincial 
warehousing and ship directly to retail 
stores. The ‘farm gate sales policy’ will 
allow for the sale of cannabis from the 
farm, as long as there is a suitable retail 
space on the property.

“We anticipate more interest with 
those two changes, and then there’s 
price compression,” Kelly says. “It’s 
harder to make money on cannabis. 
People might feel it’s not worth it 
anymore to grow it illegally. The size 
of the market is not the same as it once 
was.”

Kelly says the same business 
principles that make for a successful 
business in almost any industry hold 
true for cannabis: know your market; 
have multiple customers willing to 
pay a reasonable rate for your product; 
and understand the volume to produce.

Cannabis Business Transition 
program in a “holding pattern”
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Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

313 Hwy 23, Nakusp 
250-265-7258

The Hungry Barber

submitted by Nicole Trigg, Kootenay 
Conservation Program

The Friends of Kootenay Lake 
Stewardship Society works to improve 
the health and stewardship of BC’s fifth 
largest lake. Although the COVID-19 
pandemic has curtailed much of 
FoKLSS’ traditional outreach and 
education programs, Program Manager 
Camille LeBlanc has been leading the 
charge on a number of initiatives that 
are helping keep Kootenay Lake at the 
forefront of people’s minds.

Camille joined the FoKLSS team 
in 2019 as the environmental manager 
intern and hit the ground running 
planning and implementing education 
programs and public events such as the 
Youth Water Festival and the Kootenay 
Lake Summit. Both events allowed 
Camille to connect with a network of 
environmental leaders in the Kootenay 
Lake area, and learn the fundamentals 
of running successful community 
events. At the end of 2019, Camille 
moved into the Program Manager role.

“ I ’ m  j u s t  a l w a y s  r e a l l y 
flabbergasted that I get to do this kind 
of work in this place, in this way,” she 
said. “I’m constantly in awe not only 
of my natural surroundings but also the 
people who are doing amazing work 

Camille LeBlanc is the Program Manager for the Friends of Kootenay Lake Stewardship Society.

Raising the bar for Kootenay Lake stewardship
on the lake and working hard to help 
it be a more sustainable ecosystem for 
the future.”

A new program for FoKLSS 
is the Friends of Kootenay Lake 
Podcast Series — Voices of the Lake, 
designed to expand understanding 
and awareness of Kootenay Lake. 
The podcast hosts are Camille and 
Kayla Tillapaugh, assistant program 
manager, who interview local experts, 
scientists, historians, advocates, artists, 
cultural leaders, recreationalists, and 
storytellers in various fields.

“It was born out of two big 
realizations – that COVID was going to 
limit our ability to physically reach out 
to our membership and that we have 
this amazing network of knowledge-
keepers around the lake who can help 
fill in the knowledge gaps that we and 
some people around the lake might 
have,” Camille said. “We found that 
it’s been a great way for us to provide 
a go-to source that people can keep 
referring back to for information on 
any topic that they’re interested in.

“It is also a celebration of the 
Kootenay Lake community and all 
the things that make it great, such as 
our legacy of conservation ethics and 
artistic talent.”

Another engagement tool has been 
the ongoing Lake Watchers Program 
web tool that FoKLSS enhanced last 
year with a map, which allows people 
to pinpoint their location and enter 
all the information they see as a ‘lake 
observation’ that gets added to the 
program’s database.

“Lately, we’ve been hearing a 
lot from people noticing derelict 
docks and derelict boats that are 
washing up on shore becoming 
beached. That’s a huge issue that can 

get really complicated when you’re 
looking at dealing with different 
jurisdictions,” said Camille. “Our 
role as an environmental education 
organization and stewardship society 
is not to enforce anything or to remove 
docks and boats. We are here mainly 
to direct people to call the RAPP line 
and start a case. We also want people to 
submit when they’re seeing instances 
of pollution or even just a certain 
wildlife species, a species at risk, an 
endangered species, then georeference 
their sighting and submit it through our 
lake observations page.”

FoKLSS is also expanding a water 
monitoring network around Kootenay 
Lake by coordinating CABIN 
training for their volunteers (CABIN 
– or Canadian Aquatic Biomonitoring 
Network – is the federal standard for 
aquatic health biomonitoring).

“Our Kootenay Lake Watershed 
Monitoring Program is using CABIN 
protocol to monitor priority watersheds 
along the West Arm,” said Camille. 
“We offer that for free for our 
volunteers, and all they have to do is 
come out afterwards with us and do 
monitoring so we have more boots on 
the ground. We’re gathering data for 
three years and want to keep growing 
this base of trained volunteers.”

Another ambitious initiative is 
a Kokanee Habitat Restoration Pilot 
Project to gather data on potential 
restoration options to try and bring the 
shore-spawning kokanee numbers up. 
Working in tandem with fish biologists 
from Fortis and the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands, Natural Resources and Rural 
Development, FoKLSS is helping 
determine if ideal substrate added to 
a shore spawning site below the low 
water mark at MacDonalds Landing 

will entice Kokanee to spawn lower 
down on the shoreline, instead of above 
the low water mark which is what they 
typically do, attracted by groundwater 
seepage. However, de-watering has 
been occurring, compounded by the 
fact that the level of the lake has to 
be kept low leading up to the spring 
freshet, when the eggs hatch.

“We are fairly certain the fish are 
still choosing this (higher) site because 
it has the most groundwater infiltration. 
Groundwater tends to seep out with the 
most velocity the closer to shore you 
are. The question is, will the Kokanee 
choose this site that’s below the low 
water mark over the one above the low 
water mark, where they’re seeing a lot 
of de-watering happening.”

FoKLSS is also continuing its 
legacy projects, like the Osprey 
Monitoring Program, and organized 
a month-long beach clean-up on the 
eastern shore in April for Earth Day 
(April 22) to address the issue of 
Styrofoam, plastic pollution and other 
pollutants that are showing up.

“I think the lake is in really good 

hands,” said Camille. “We’ve got a 
lot of issues to face but I think we’re 
a really strong and engaged and 
connected community.”

Camille graduated from Selkirk 
College with an Associate’s Degree 
in Peace and Justice Studies and a 
diploma in Integrated Environmental 
Planning in 2018. In addition to her 
FoKLSS work, she is also a Program 
Coordinator for Living Lakes Canada, 
and has supported the communications 
and administration of LLC’s ambitious 
water monitoring and stewardship 
programs since 2020. She is also co-
coordinating a new national citizen 
science program that will help extend 
LLC’s reach to citizen scientists and 
everyday volunteers all over Canada. 
She happily resides along at the 
confluence of the Slocan River and 
the Kootenay River with her husband 
Travis their two happy dogs who 
you will see Camille hiking in the 
surrounding mountain ranges with on 
her days off.

More info: friendsofkootenaylake.
ca.

submitted
British Columbians are encouraged 

to share their experiences with 
the province’s highways and road 
services to help the Government of 
BC continually improve transportation 
for everyone.

The Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure has launched its 2021 
Customer Satisfaction Survey to gather 
feedback from people on transportation 
infrastructure and related services. The 
survey is in its 17th year and is open for 
comments until August 31, 2021. This 
year, it is available online only.

The 2021 survey has new 
questions about the services of the 
ministry, including winter highway 
maintenance, active transportation 
opt ions ,  Commercia l  Vehic le 
Safety and Enforcement, passenger 
transportation licensing (including 
ride-hailing services) and COVID-19 
travel information. Other topics 
include highway conditions, social 

Survey asks BC residents to rate 
their transportation experiences

media, websites, inland ferries (ferries 
that sail on lakes and rivers) and rural 
subdivision approvals.

The survey also invites people to 
share their experiences interacting with 
ministry staff, including rating aspects 
of courtesy, fairness, information and 
accessibility, as well as response times 
and general satisfaction with services 
provided. These interactions could 
range from checking the DriveBC 
website, to commercial vehicles 
visiting a weigh scale, to applying 
for filming permits or contacting the 
ministry with a question, concern or 
feedback.

Data collected will be analyzed 
to understand how the ministry is 
supporting people in specific service 
and geographic areas. It will help the 
ministry understand how to best focus 
its efforts and resources for the future.

People can complete the survey 
online by visiting: https://survey.
th.gov.bc.ca/transportation2021
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(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

FOREVER HOME NEEDED!
Our lovely Topaz is ready to meet you! Sweet 
and gentle, she may be the companion you have 
been looking for. Contact PALS at 250-265-3792 
to arrange a time to meet this gem of a kitty!
Pet Owners: please remember that PALS is here 
to support you if you find yourself overwhelmed or 
unsure in any situation. Don’t hesitate to contact 
us to help you make the right decision for your pet.

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp author Lucia Mann’s 

books all give voice to the suffering of 
people who experience oppression and 
social injustice. Her eighth and latest 
book, Weeping Goes Unheard: Sacred 
tears for Indigenous victims of racial 
genocide, tells the shameful story of 
the mistreatment of Indigenous people 
in Canada.

“For as long as I can recall, I have 
had an intrinsic emotional attachment to 
voicing the suffering of broken humans,” 
Mann said in an interview.

A former journalist, Mann said she 
was inspired to write Weeping Goes 
Unheard when she came across one of 
her old journalism notebooks, marked 
‘Racial profiling in Canada.’

Her new book is different from her 
previous books in that it is non-fiction. 
Her first seven books are all novels.

“My previous books are based on 
true events, but are masked as novels 
for personal reasons,” she explained. “I 
always tell real-life stories, and I chose 
the non-fiction genre for Weeping Goes 
Unheard.”

The book has three parts. Part one 
gives a general picture of the gross 

Injustices against the Indigenous set out in new book by Nakusp’s Lucia Mann
injustices against Indigenous peoples 
in Canada since colonization. Part two 
focuses on the Sagkeeng First Nation in 
Manitoba, and on missing and murdered 
girls and women from there. Part three 
is dedicated to the story of missing and 
murdered Indigenous women throughout 
Canada.

Mann says she did about 18 months 
of research, accessing historical records 
and speaking with retired historians. “I 
digested every word in the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission’s report and 
the Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women reports,” she said.

Mann says she is setting up a trust 
fund to donate proceeds from book sales 
to help Indigenous families with the 
purchase of engraved headstones for 
their children who never came home.

“The Indigenous dead souls cannot 
cry out for justice; it is a moral duty of the 
living to do so for them,” Mann declared.

Weeping Goes Unheard can be 
purchased at Home Hardware, What’s 
Brewing and Touch of Fashion in 
Nakusp, and through Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble and at www.luciamann.com. 

by Jan McMurray
A resource road that leads to the 

Silvercup Ridge area above Trout Lake 
is scheduled to be deactivated this 
month, leaving no access for ATVs or 
snowmobiles. Over 3,200 people have 
signed a petition on change.org to “tell 
the government this area is high value 
recreation and motorized access should 
be kept open.”

“What really bothers us is that Rady 
Creek Road and Silvercup Ridge carry 
so much significance for our area,” 
said Jeanine Ross, long-time Trout 
Lake resident and secretary-treasurer 
of the Trout Lake Recreational Club. 
“There’s so much history up there, 
including my dad’s memorial site, and 
[prominent pioneer] Alice Jowett’s cabin 
and memorial site, and her grandson’s 
memorial site. The Rady Creek Road is 
what built the Lardeau – it’s the number 
one road in the Upper Lardeau. I’m just 

Residents unhappy with deactivation of Trout Lake area forest service road
shocked that they can do this.”

Ross says she was alerted to the 
Ministry of Forests’ plans to deactivate 
the road by the member of another ATV 
club, who received notification from the 
ministry.

“We’re really upset because there 
has been no consultation with local 
clubs, Crown grant stakeholders, or the 
public,” she said.

Ross wrote a letter to Katrine 
Conroy, MLA and Minister of Forests, 
Lands, Natural Resource Operations 
and Rural Development (FLNRORD), 
asking her to reverse the decision to 
deactivate the road. She posted the letter 
to the Trout Lake Recreational Club’s 
Facebook page to encourage others to 
write similar letters, expressing what 
the road means to them. Ross’ letter has 
reached almost 60,000 people.

Ross explains that the Trout Lake 
Recreational Club has a Stewardship 

Lucia Mann’s new book, Weeping Goes Unheard, can 
be purchased at a variety of locations in Nakusp.

Management Agreement (SMA) with the 
government to manage snowmobiling 
in caribou habitat, and it includes 
Silvercup Ridge. Everyone who wants 
to snowmobile there is required to 
buy a membership to the Trout Lake 
Recreational Club, which comes with 
access to a government website that 
shows the location of the caribou. The 
caribou have been collared, so the 
information on the site is in real time. 
Snowmobilers must check the website 
to find out where they can sled on any 
given day.

“It’s the first agreement of its kind in 
BC, and it’s been extremely successful,” 
Ross said.

A spokesperson for FLNRORD told 
the Valley Voice that although the club 
has an SMA with the government, “this 
has nothing to do with the deactivation 
of the road.” He said notification of the 
deactivation was sent to “known users 

and stakeholders,” but that Trout Lake 
Recreational Club was not notified 
because it is not “a registered stakeholder 
with contact info.” 

The petition page on change.org 
lists the reasons given by FLNRORD 
for deactivating the road. In addition to 
protecting caribou habitat, stabilizing 
high risk slopes and preventing future 
landslides, the ministry explains that 
Cooper Creek Cedar is deactivating their 
two road sections that lead up to the start 
of Rady Creek Road, which will cut off 
access to the road. The ministry adds that 
the road doesn’t lead to a community, 
rural residences or an area classified as 
‘high value recreation’ by Rec Sites and 
Trails BC, “therefore there is no funding 
available to maintain the road, only 
money to deactivate it, as it is no longer 
used for industrial hauling or activity.”

In a letter from FLNRORD’s 
Tara DeCourcy to a concerned citizen, 
DeCourcy says, “Although Silvercup 
Ridge is an important area for caribou, 
the decision to deactivate is not based on 
the importance of the habitat for caribou 
recovery. The decision to deactivate is 
based strictly on public safety and the 
long-term environmental stability of 
the road.” 

She says the road must be deactivated 
because it will be inaccessible when 
Cooper Creek Cedar deactivates its road 
permit. If the ministry cannot access the 
road, it “will no longer be able to inspect, 
maintain or deactivate to prevent future 
environmental problems.”

“Unfortunately, without full 
deactivation to stabilize the slope, there is 
a steep switchback that will still present a 

landslide hazard, and other steep sections 
of road that require works to stabilize,” 
she says.

However, Ross believes that a 
solution can be found and continues to 
work tirelessly on the issue. A staffperson 
from MLA Conroy’s office has contacted 
her in response to her letter, promising 
that someone from the ministry will get 
back to her. 

“Our ultimate goal is to have the 
deactivation postponed until we can 
meet on the road with Minister Katrine 
Conroy,” Ross says. “I have requested 
this meeting with the Selkirk District in 
Nelson but they declined to meet and 
show us the issues with the road.”
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Get organized with our new 
2022 day timers and calendars. 
Come in for a browse and see 

our new stock. Open every day.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

KASLO & DISTRICT

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Money for the Moyie

The Village of Kaslo will be 
throwing its support behind the 
Kootenay Lake Historical Society’s 

Kaslo council, July 27: History, Pride and Happy Birthday Kaslo
project to renovate and weatherproof 
the SS Moyie. Council approved the 
KLHS’s request for a $10,000 grant 
from the Community Development 
Fund. It’s a small fraction of the cost 
of the two-year, $618,000 project to 
protect the historic paddlewheeler 
for another generation. But it’s an 
important one, as it proves local support 
to other funding agencies.
Pride approval

The annual Kaslo Pride weekend 
is coming up August 28-29, and 
organizers have asked council for 
permission to refresh the downtown’s 
rainbow crosswalk, including a street 
closure and other support for the event. 
Staff said they were waiting to hear 
back on a request to change the road 
closure time to later in the day, and that 
local businesses have been made aware 
of the request, as set out in the bylaw. 

“The group had requested the 3 
pm start time, but being a summer 
weekend, we know how busy traffic 
is downtown,” said CAO Ian Dunlop. 
“So we’re trying to see if they’ll settle 
for a later start time of 5-5:30, so we 
can close down the intersection and not 
have any disruption.”

That had councillor Henry Van Mill 
wondering if it couldn’t be rescheduled.

“So why can’t they do it during the 
week? When it’s not so busy?” he said. 
“Doesn’t it interfere quite a bit with 
tourism? Just a question.”

Council made no further comment, 
receiving the request for the street 
closure and tabling the discussion to its 
August meeting.
Flag flap

Two letters to council raised the 
issue of why the Village had re-raised its 
flag at City Hall just before Canada Day. 
It was supposed to be kept at half-mast 
while the nation observes mourning 
for the hundreds of children found in 
unmarked graves at residential schools 
across the country.

The mayor said any offence 
was unintentional, and steps were 

being taken to address its relationship 
with First Nations (see “Village staff 
apologize after flag raised to full mast”, 
page 19)
Why don’t we do it to the 
road?

While people living on the Kaslo 
Back Road rejected a plan to pave 
their road last month (citing concerns 
about traffic and speeding), some of 
them have asked council to look into 
hard-topping the Village’s part of the 
same street.

“We live on or near the Back Road 
and would like that portion from J Ave. 
to Balfour Ave. to be paved,” wrote 
petitioner Phil Trotter, whose letter was 
signed by 10 other residents. “The dust 
from this portion of the road is quite 
bad even though it has been sprayed 
with calcium.”

They sent a petition to council to 
show wide neighbourhood support for 
the move.

Council deferred making any 
decision now, but asked staff to pencil 
the request into the 2022 capital budget 
wish list.
CAO duties now down-
loadable

A bit of a refresh to the Village’s 
Municipal Officer Bylaw will make 
work a little more reasonable for the 
Village’s Chief Administrative Officer.

Council has approved revisions 
to the bylaw to allow others in the 
municipal government to take on 
certain duties. That will allow CAO 
Ian Dunlop to delegate some of his 
corporate officer duties to other staff 
people as need warrants.

“The Municipal Officer bylaw 
hasn’t been updated in nearly 20 years, 
since 2003,” Dunlop told council. “The 
legislation has changed quite a bit since 
then.”

The Village’s old bylaw had only 
two municipal officers: the CAO and 

finance officer (Dunlop holds both 
positions). The revised bylaw not only 
creates the position of corporate officer, 
but it also allows the CAO to appoint 
an election officer, finance officer, chief 
of administration, and approving officer 
for subdivisions and planning.

As a first step, temporary 
administration support worker 
Catherine Allaway will take on the 
role of corporate officer. Allaway is a 
former CAO and corporate officer of 
New Denver.
You don’t look a day over 120

Work is underway for the 
community’s 128th anniversary. The 
celebration will be held on Friday, 
August 13 from noon to 2:30 at Legacy 
Park. The Citizen of the Year will be 
honoured at the celebration.

Oh, and the mayor knows who 
the Citizen of the Year is going to be. 
The plaque’s been ordered, but she’s 
not talking. 

by Jan McMurray
I’d never thought of clowning as a 

healing practice until I spoke with Megan 
Hyslop, an Argenta resident who has a 
PhD in therapeutic theatre.

Megan explained that there are 
different genres of clowning, just as there 
are different genres of music – and the 
type she loves is called ‘deep clowning.’

“It’s very different than clowning 
at birthday parties or circuses,” she 
explained. “Deep clowning is really 
about offering people a space where 
they can feel and express their authentic 
impulses and their big emotions in a 
place where there are low consequences 
– because it’s a play space, it’s not out in 
the real world. It’s very powerful because 
it gives an opportunity to share all that on 
stage, and you are applauded for it, so it 
can be very liberating.”

Megan performed in Kaslo as part 
of the Columbia Basin Culture Tour 
last weekend, and will be offering her 
‘Healing Your Emotions T hrough Play’ 
course at Selkirk College in Kaslo in the 
fall. The course entails seven sessions, 
held once monthly for seven months 
from September to March.

“Part of my studies was how to 
harness the gifts of challenging emotions, 
so I started offering these courses, 
focusing on one challenging emotion per 
month,” she said. 

The sessions include meditation, 
collaborative improv singing and theatre 
games, and discussion of the featured 

Argenta resident Megan Hyslop uses clowning as a healing practice and is offering a ‘Healing 
Your Emotions Through Play’ course at Selkirk College in Kaslo in the fall.

Argenta resident offers ‘Healing Your Emotions Through Play’
emotion.

Megan was introduced to clowning 
in a theatre class she was taking when 
doing her undergraduate degree in Latin 
American poetry and literature. “I was 
amazed, but I was shy and the idea of 
becoming a clown was outside the realm 
of possibilities for me,” she said.

Some years later, she was living 
in Montreal and started having dreams 
about clowns, so she connected with 
some clowns in the city and did a week 
of training – and she’s never looked back. 
“I became a workshop junkie,” she said 
with a laugh.

Megan got her doctorate at 
Concordia University in Montreal, where 
she looked at how deep clowning can be 
a personal and cultural healing practice. 
Then she got a Canada Council arts grant 
to do a clowning teacher mentorship with 
a West Coast clown in Victoria.

Last year in March, when she was in 
between jobs and houses, she decided to 
visit her friend from Argenta. “The day 
I arrived, I fell in love with Argenta! 
Things started to flow here for me. My 
intention is to stay,” she said.

Check meganhyslop.com for more 
information.

Rana Nelson of Revelstoke, recently chosen as Green candidate for the Kootenay-Columbia riding (which includes Kaslo and Area D), visited the 
Argenta library on August 4. She is pictured here with Argenta Librarians Ellen Watters and Gary Schell (seated) and local resident Zan Mautner. 
Rana started out running for the candidacy with three others, but ended up being acclaimed when Jason Leus of Ymir withdrew and Keith Wiley 

and Tom Prior, both of Nelson, were disqualified in the party’s vetting process.
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VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

Walk Wheel New Denver
The Village is completing an Active Transportation Network 
Plan and wants to hear from you! Active transportation refers to 
any activity that uses your own power to move around the com-
munity. Walking, biking, pushing a stroller, and skateboarding 
are a few examples. Sharing your experiences and thoughts 
will help us understand how the Village can better support you 
and your family in choosing active transportation in New Denver 
more often.

Everyone in the community is invited to participate! Participants 
are eligible to win a $100 gift card to a local business of your 
choice. The survey is open until Friday, Aug. 27.

Surveys are in the mail to all New Denver Post Boxes and 
additional paper copies can be picked up at the Village Office.  
Complete the survey online by visiting www.newdenver.
ca/2021/walk-wheel

Update from New Denver Fire Rescue
As we move forward through the forest fire season, we need to 
continue to be cautious with our actions and take the necessary 
steps to avoid or reduce activities that have the potential to 
produce sparks.

With the changing weather, we are no longer prohibiting high 
risk activities within the village limits of New Denver and instead 
recommending avoiding high risk activities including activities 
that can produce a spark and are done in a combustible area, 
such as on or near the forest floor or grassy area. If you choose 
to carry out a high-risk activity, please proceed with caution and 
be prepared by having water available on-site. 

Emergency Resources
To keep up to date with reliable information online is important, 
please use the following trusted sources: 
www.drivebc.ca – For up-to-date road closures
www2.gov.bc.ca – Up to date wildfire info by area, with an 
interactive map, and information on emergency preparedness
www.newdenver.ca - For local updates
www.rdck.ca - Provides updates and emergency planning 
information

Important telephone numbers: 
Emergency Operations Centre: 250-352-7701 - For informa-
tion on evacuations in your area.
BC Wildfire Reporting: 1 800 663-5555 (*5555 from a cell 
phone) – to report a wildfire/irresponsible behaviour.

If the situation is imminently threatening a structure or someone 
is injured and requiring assistance, please call 911 immediately.  
A friendly reminder that calling local members BEFORE calling 
the appropriate emergency line can slow our response.

Level 3 Water Restrictions
Level 3 - No sprinkler use, but hand watering and soaker hose 
use is permitted.

Due to the Level 3 drought, the Province has asked that we 
voluntarily reduce water usage by 30% for all water use, includ-
ing ground water use. Please avoid any unnecessary watering, 
such as watering of lawns and landscaping, and minimize water 
use wherever possible.

BOAT IDENTIFICATION
To assist emergency responders, please make sure your boats 
are labeled with a name and phone number in the event your 
boat, kayak, canoe, or paddle board becomes unsecured. Boat 
identification stickers are available at the Village Office free of 
charge.  

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Land Act:
Notice of Application for a
Disposition of Crown Land

Take notice that We, Valhalla Foundation for Ecology and Social 
Justice, from New Denver, BC, have applied to the British Columbia 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations and Rural 
Development (FLNRORD), Kootenay Boundary Region, for a Licence 
of Occupation for roadway use situated on Provincial Crown Land 
located in the vicinity of Hills, BC, North of Slocan Lake. This Licence 
of Occupation is sought to provide access to the following property: 
Legal Description: THAT PART OF DISTRICT LOT 388 KOOTENAY 
DISTRICT, LYING SOUTH AND WEST OF RW PLAN AFPB VOL 9 
FOLIO 338 NO. 2231C AND TO THE NORTH OF LOT 476 TO WHICH 
IS ASSIGNED PARCEL A (locally known as the Snk’mip marsh nature 
sanctuary).

FLNRORD invites comments on this application, the Lands File 
is 4406246. Written comments concerning this application should 
be directed to Sr. Authorization Specialist, FLNRORD, Kootenay 
Boundary Region, at 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1. 
Comments will be received by FLNRORD up to September 17, 2021. 
FLNRORD may not be able to consider comments received after this 
date. Please visit the website at http://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/ for 
more information.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered 
part of the public record. Access to these records requires the 
submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) request. Visit http://www.
gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn more about FOI submissions.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

West Kootenay residents have been 
asked to reduce their water consumption 
as tougher water restrictions are imposed 
across the province.

Municipal governments in the 
West Kootenay tightened their water 
restrictions when the Province declared 
level four drought conditions – the 
second-highest level possible – across 
the entire southern portion of the 
province.

“Drought and water scarcity 
continues to impact most of the southern 
half of British Columbia,” the late July 
provincial announcement said. “Most 
of these areas have experienced little to 
no rainfall over the last five weeks, with 
continued dry weather in the forecast.”

In response, higher-level water use 
restrictions were declared in Nakusp and 
New Denver. Other local governments 
were expected to follow suit.

In New Denver, the new restrictions 
include no sprinkler use, but hand 
watering and soaker hose use of gardens 
is permitted.

“The Province has asked that we 
voluntarily reduce water usage by 30% 
for all water use, including ground water 
use,” the Village advised citizens this 
week. “Please avoid any unnecessary 
watering, such as watering of lawns and 
landscaping, and minimize water use 
wherever possible.”

Nakusp’s Acting CAO Lynda Tynan 
says Nakusp’s water conservation 
bylaw is aligned with provincial water 
declarations, and all non-essential 
irrigation is currently banned.

In Kaslo, water demand has been 
higher than last summer, averaging 
almost a million gallons per day through 
the water treatment plant.

“We are closely monitoring the 
consumption, as the treatment plant is 
at capacity for the amount of water that 
can be treated,” says CAO Ian Dunlop. 
“So far, water availability has not been 
an issue but if it is, or if demand increases 
further, the Village will go to stage 3 or 4.

“The simplest thing people can do 
is not water their grass. Grass naturally 
goes dormant during drought conditions 
and turns yellow, but it comes back.”

Slocan CAO Michelle Gordon said 
the Village usually sees an increase in 
consumption during the summer, with 
residents watering lawns and gardens. 
“This year in particular, the volume of 

Ongoing drought prompts tougher water restrictions locally
consumption has been above average. 
If consumption continues to increase, 
the Village will implement further 
restrictions,” she said.

The scattered water systems of the 
RDCK are at different conservation 
levels, but most are on level 2 
restrictions, which allow sprinkling 
early morning and evening only. South 
Slocan, Woodland Heights in Taghum, 
and Erickson and Lister in the Creston 
area are on level 3 restrictions, which 
prohibit lawn watering. Watering of 
gardens, trees and shrubs is allowed in 
early morning and evening only. Hand 
watering is still allowed at any time.

“The West Kootenays are currently 
listed at drought Level 4 [out of 5] and 
the Province is requesting a voluntary 
50% reduction in water withdrawal 
on licensed water quantity,” said Steve 
Ethier, RDCK Water Operations 
Manager. “Residents within the 
community are experiencing low water 
pressure, and so a collective reduction 
in consumption will benefit the overall 

water system to ensure there is enough 
water for essential purposes.”
Fishin’ restriction

The higher drought level has also 
prompted the restriction of fishing on 
many freshwater angling streams, due to 
increased stress to fish from low flows 
and high water temperatures.

Fishing is prohibited between 2 pm 
and midnight on popular fishing areas 
in the East Kootenay, including Michel 
Creek, Morrissey Creek, Lizard Creek, 
and the St. Mary River. Also included are 
all other streams in the Province’s fishing 
management units from Fort Steele in 
the east to the Paulson Summit in the 
west, except for the main stems of the 
Columbia and Kootenay Rivers.

In the West Kootenay, Highway 
3A from Castlegar to Balfour marks 
the northern border of the restricted 
management units. Check the BC 
Government website for exact closure 
borders.

The closure will remain in effect 
until September 15.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Now Open Every Day!
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Sunday 11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver 

250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 
for details

CLASSIFIED ADS

Core Fitness Classes 
on Zoom 

No impact exercise classes for 
all ages, fitness levels, and body 
types. Focusing on building muscle 
strength, coordination, and flexibil-
ity. Good for the body and the mind.
Just $7.50/class
First class is free. For more details 
email: joy.lukacs8@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
COMING EVENTS

CARD OF THANKS

MUSIC LESSONS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION! 
Koots Kids Clothing Store, 222 Lake Ave., 
Silverton General Store. Used clothing and 
footwear accepted. Open Wed-Sat. 11am-
3pm. Follow ‘Koots Kids Clothing Store’ 
on Facebook.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CARE  AUXILIARY SOCIETY  – 
Due to the aging of our members in the 
Hospital Auxiliary, we need to fill directors’ 
positions. It may come that we will have to 
close if not filled. Anyone interested, please 
contact Barb Lahner at 250-358-2653. 
Thank you.
CASTING CALL. Need teenagers and 
adults for ‘War of the Worlds’ live broadcast 
October 31. Contact Rick at saltnpepper@
kaslo.org.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
What an amazing opportunity to live your 
dream and own your own business. Become 
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a 
quaint building on the main street of New 

Denver. The newspaper business can provide 
a modest living for you and your family, and 
wonderful community connections. If you 
are so inclined, we would love to show you 
the ropes and stay as long or as little as you 
need us. We have absolutely loved our life as 
newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-
501-1700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community 
Futures to learn about the free Business 
Plan workshop open to anyone! And if 
you’re eligible, you may also qualify for 
the Self-Employment program where you 
will receive ongoing business training and 
coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self-Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 
is now accepting applications for the 
2022 season. Please apply to: Exhibitions, 
HGG, Box 201 New Denver, BC, V0G 
1S0, by October 1, 2021. Along with a 
brief description of your work, please list 
the number of pieces, sizes and mediums 
used, include a few photographs, CD or 
flash drive with examples of your work. 
For more information, visit us at www.
hiddengardengallery.ca.

THANK YOU EVERYONE for your help 
and support during the past two months. 
I am so grateful for the wonderful meals, 
treats, cards, visits and phone calls. Thank 
you for watering my garden, driving me to 
appointments, mail delivery, caring for Bo, 
my morning tea. I am blessed & will do my 
best to pass your generosity & kindness 
forward.

-Sue Davies

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every 
Friday in downtown New Denver – 9:30am 
to 1pm. This gem of a market offers a 
bounty of local produce, food products, 

flowers, herbs and handmade artisan 
wares. Find us on facebook for weekly 
vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET is 
happening every Saturday, 10 am-2 pm at 
Expo Park in the village of Slocan. Come 
check out our local farmers, artisans, and 
kids zone. For info, call Christina at 250-
355-2635.
ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL 
invites you to join our August Outdoor 
Concert Series (Sunset concerts) featuring 
Freya (Martine den Bok and Noel Fudge) on 
Friday, August 13 at 7:30 pm and Cellos in 
Harmony (Jeff Faragher and Martin Kratky) 
on Thursday, August 19 at 7:30 pm on the 
lawns of the Slocan Lake Arts Centre. Please 
bring your blanket or lawn chair. It will be 
held in the performance space if it is raining. 
Admission by Donation. Funded by CKCA.

SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL 
EVENTS: August 18: JUNIOR ART 
EXCURSION 3 ‘Rock On!’ Ages: 5-9 yrs 
and 10+ yrs. Explore the Kohan Garden and 
make pebble art on the beach! $20. Register: 
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca, 250-358-2181. 
August 18: JUNIOR ART EXCURSION 
4 ‘Mud Monsters & Forest Creatures.’ 
Families or 7+ yrs. Adventure on the Galena 
Trail and make forest creatures from clay 
and other materials we find. $20 Register: 
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca, 250-358-2181. 
August 19: Sunset Concert with Cello Duo 
Martin Kratky and Jeff Faragher. 7:30 pm. 
SLAC Lawn. By Donation. August 22: 
Adult Art Excursion ‘Draw in Awe’ Hike 
to Dennis Basin Ridge for a sketching 
workshop on the mountain! With artist 
Destanne Norris and Petra Hekkenberg. $60. 
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca, 250-358-2181. 
August 25: Theatre Games PLUS! Come 
out for an improvisational evening of fun! 
7:30 @ the SLAC. By Donation. Facilitated 
by Val Campbell. August 26: Sunset 
Concert with Perron, DenBok, Tominaga 
Trio. 7:30 pm Silverton Memorial Hall. By 
Donation. August 29: Adult Art Excursion 
‘Painting @ Harris Ranch.’ Acrylic painting 
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FOR SALE

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Store Hours 9am – 5pm 

Monday- Saturday.  
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

  River Bardati
  250-354-9535

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca 

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching 
• Water Lines • Land Improvement 

• Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

COMMUNITY

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICES

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 
August 20,

2021

HEALTH

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

EDUCATION

workshop on the beautiful lands of the 
Harris Ranch, including walk. With artist 
Nicole Hobbs and Petra Hekkenberg. $60 
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca, 250-358-2181.

THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 
presents - Linda Kalbun’s show, ‘Icebird - 
Reflections on Ice,’ August 10-15. Margot 
Baker’s exhibit, ‘Figments,’ August 17-22. 
Michele Dupas, Grant Palfenier and Terry 
Huva are showing together in ‘229’ from 
August 24-29. The Hidden Garden Gallery is 
located at 112 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, 
BC. Gallery hours are 10 am-3 pm, Tuesdays 
- Sundays. For more information please visit 
us at www.hiddengardengallery.ca.

SAILING MASTER CLASS: 3 Indiv 
instruction x 2 hrs only 299. Add family or 
friend + 100. Capt. Dave 43 yr experience. 
After 3 classes adults sail solo. Book private 
class or Slocan Lake Sail tour 250-354-
9268, boat, pfd and manual included.

TWO BEDROOM HOME on private six-
acre property in the Slocan Valley. Garden, 
creek, cat ok. Small, quiet dog negotiable. 
References required. NS. September 1. 
$1700/month 250-355-2797.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
18.5’ BAYLINER 470 inboard Merc. 
Play or fish. Elec downrigger. $6,000 obo. 
250-551-9508.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! 
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais 
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-551-
8505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.
YOGA WITH MARTHA at Bindu 
Community Studio in Winlaw. Gentle Hatha 
Yoga. Meditation. Monday and Wednesday 
mornings at 9:15. For more information 
call/text 250-882-1362. www.ravensperch.
co or bindustudio.ca
COUNSELLING: REBECCA RUTH 
GOUTAL .  Registered Therapeutic 
Counsellor. Welcoming individuals & 
couples: In person & online. Over stressed, 
anxious, alone, depressed, relationship 
distress? Receive skillful compassionate 

support; Create healing & joyful, loving, 
connected living. Transformational 
workshops & courses: Relationship Skills, 
Self Care, Recovery. Free consultations: 
Rebecca@lovealive.ca 250 778 7813. 
LoveAlive Transformative Arts & Therapy: 
LoveAlive.ca

SPECTRUM HOME & FAMILY CARE 
is hiring personal support workers. Send 
resume and cover letter to employment@
spectrumcares.ca.
NEED CAREGIVER for home care in 
Winlaw, 8am-12pm. Email flachmoi@
yahoo.com
67-YEAR-OLD MAN from New Denver 
area looking for home care, part time. 250-
358-2756.
PASSMORE LABORATORY is looking 
for someone with laboratory skills/training 
to work part time. 10-12 hours/week. 
Starting August 26. Please submit resume 
to passlab@columbiawireless.ca.

WAREHOUSE LIEN: By virtue of the 
Warehouse Lien Act and on behalf of North 
Nakusp Towing Ltd., we will dispose of 
goods belonging to UNKNOWN: 2003 
Dodge Dakota VIN 1D7HL32X73S278902 
to recover the storage fees $3,000.00 and 
all other related expenses. These goods 
will be made available for sale after 12 
August 2021. Goods are being stored at 
North Nakusp Towing Ltd, Nakusp, BC. 
250-265-2265.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-
551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New 
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
ACA (ADULT CHILDREN OF 
ALCOHOLICS / Dysfunctional Families) 
anonymous group in Nakusp. Call or text 
250-686-0567 for more information. www.
adultchildren.org
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-7760. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for all the things taken from the 
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures 
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign 
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air 
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow 
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass, 
and numerous other things. Please return, 
no questions asked.

SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for people who have witnessed: 
heavy machinery driving on our septic 
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our 
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel 
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
BIGFOOT INN would like to thank you for 
coming forward with so much information 
and all the supporting emails. We’re looking 
forward to serving the area again one day.
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

RECYCLING

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199 ACCOMODATIONS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE

MASSAGE

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca “Experience that Moves”

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca

250-365-9640
Proud to serve the 

Slocan 
Valley!

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKER 
(Male, mid 30s) searching for housing 
within an hour of Nelson for one person/cat. 
Interested after mid-August, but other times 
are OK. 1-250-886-9384. robjfoxbcc@
gmail.com.
ALTERNATIVE RESEARCHER/
Writer/ Naturalist looking to rent small 
house/cabin in rural/remote area. References 
available on request. 416-546-1387.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-

ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR LARGE SHOP or 
covered space for Rent/Lease in New 
Denver/Silverton area. Prefer 14’ door and 
high ceiling to fit RVs for my RV Repair 
business. Alpenglow RV Services 250-
551-8605.

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
WILL PAY CASH for old Harley Indian 
motorcycles, old cars, old metal signs, gas 
pumps and 1960s to 1972 Ford Broncos. 
Email buyriteautosales@hotmail.com 

PETS

SERVICES

WANTED

RENTAL WANTED

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Interior Health district has 
recently become the province’s epicentre 
of the pandemic. While most of the 

COVID numbers up in Interior Health
cases are in the Central Okanagan, the 
numbers in the West Kootenay are also 
on the rise.

Numbers of cases in Interior Health 
increased from 10 to 43 cases per 

100,000 in the last month. In comparison, 
Fraser Health in the Lower Mainland has 
seen a steady rate of just seven cases per 
100,000 in roughly the same time period. 

And most who end up in hospital or 
die from the disease now are people who 
have not been vaccinated.

A June report found vaccination 
rates in the Valley Voice readership area 
were in the 65-68% range for first shots 
– about 10 points below the provincial 
average.
Numbers rise

The BC Centre for Disease Control 
weekly summary shows that from July 
25 to 31, there were 38 new cases in the 
IH Nelson subdistrict (which includes 
the Slocan Valley from South Slocan 
to Slocan City), 18 in the Castlegar 
subdistrict, three new cases in the Arrow 
Lakes subdistrict (which includes the 
Nakusp and New Denver areas) and one 

new case in the Kootenay Lake district 
(Kaslo and RDCK Area D).

On Monday, August 9, the Province 
reported 1,079 new cases in BC over 
the previous three-day period, with 
more than half of them (587) in Interior 
Health. Sixty-eight people across the 
province were hospitalized. Four of the 
five people who died from COVID-19 
over the weekend were in Interior Health.  
Walk-in and pop-up

In response, IH has set up a number 
of walk-in and mobile clinics for people 
to get vaccinated without an appointment. 
And they’re shortening the time frame 
in high-transmission communities for 
people to get their second shot. 

“To help address community 
outbreaks and increased cases of the virus 
among people who have only one dose 
of the vaccine, the Province will begin 
offering second-dose appointments at 

an earlier interval, based on vaccine and 
appointment availability,” the Ministry 
of Health said in a news release.

People in high-infection rate areas 
are now being invited to get their second 
dose at just four weeks (28 days) after 
receiving their first dose – though people 
in low-transmission communities can 
still wait the recommended six to eight 
weeks.

There’ll be a walk-in at the Nakusp 
Hospital on August 19 and September 
1, and at Nakusp Selkirk College on 
Broadway on August 13 and 14.

Other clinics are ongoing in Trail, 
Castlegar and Nelson.

Anyone born in 2009 or earlier is 
eligible for immunization. 

You can get more details on when 
and how to get vaccinated at https://
news.interiorhealth.ca/news/covid-19-
vaccines/
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Open 7 Days a week
Admission is only $5, Children under 12 may enter for free!

by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Village of Kaslo staff have 
apologized for raising the 
Village hall flag back to full 
mast, and will take steps to learn 
more about reconciliation with 
First Nations in Canada.

The moves come after 
council stepped into controversy 
again over reconciliation with 
First Nations and the role of 
municipal government in that 
process.

A letter of complaint to 
council’s July 27 meeting noted 
that the Village Hall flag was 
raised back to full height just 
before Canada Day. It had been 
lowered to half-mast to mark 
the discovery of the unmarked 
graves of more than 200 
residential school students in 
Kamloops earlier this summer.

Flags at federal, provincial 
and other institutions have 
remained at half-mast since the 
discovery, even over the July 
national holiday.

Village staff apologize after flag raised to full mast
“While f lags remain 

lowered outside of the RCMP 
and post offices, the Village 
office raised their flag once 
again. The cruel insensitivity of 
this act is incomprehensible to 
me,” wrote local resident Susan 
Chamberlain to council.

Sometime before July 1, the 
flagpole cord was cut, and the 
flag removed.

While some, including the 
mayor, criticized the move at 
the time, council backtracked 
and apologized for the gaffe at 
its July 27 meeting.

“The staff had the mistaken 
understanding that officially 
flags were to be flown at half-
mast for the four days of national 
mourning to recognize the 
discovery of mass graves in 
Kamloops,” said Mayor Suzan 
Hewat in explaining the reason 
behind the motion. “There was 
no formal communication that 
it was to be a longer period to 
recognize the number of graves, 
and they apologize for that 

misunderstanding,” said Hewat. 
“It was nothing intentional.”
‘Want to see a 
beginning and end’

But Councillor Henry Van 
Mill said he wondered when the 
flags were going to be allowed 
back up again.

“What dates are we looking 
at here?” asked Henry Van Mill. 
“I’d like to see a beginning and 
end, so we’re all on the same 
page.”

Staff said it would be 215 
days, based on the number of 
graves found in Kamloops.

Later in the meeting, the 
mayor indicated she also had 
concerns on keeping the flag at 
half-mast for too long.

“To have it down for that 
length of time – this is my 
personal opinion, and it is not 
speaking on behalf of council 
– but there are other instances 
where the community may be 
asked to lower our flag. If it is 
[already] lowered, how can we 
recognize other times?”

C o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d 
purchasing a new flag to 
replace the stolen one, and 
went beyond that, approving 
a motion to install six orange 
lights at Legacy Park to honour 
the children at the Kamloops 
school, and other residential 
school victims across Canada 
during the period of mourning.
Reconciliation research

Van Mill also questioned 
a second motion, calling for 
Village staff to research how 
the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous People 
and Truth and Reconciliation 
Calls to Action affect municipal 
government.

“Is this really something 
that belongs on this table?” 
he asked. “…Staff is already 
overworked. Now we have 
one problem on top of another 
problem. This is something the 
big guys in Ottawa should deal 
with.”

That suggestion was quickly 
shot down by fellow councillor 

Molly Leathwood.
“It is part of the Truth and 

Reconciliation document that 
municipalities do honour the 
commission and their calls to 
action for all municipalities,” 
she said. “So it absolutely does 
belong on the table.”

In fact, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission has 
over a dozen recommendations 
directed towards municipal 
government. Those include 
educating staff on aboriginal 
issues and history, reforming 
bylaws that carry colonial 
legacies, applying UNDRIP 
principles to policy and 
land issues, committing to 
relationship building with 
aboriginal government, and 
getting informed consent to 
development projects.

The commission also 

called on municipalities to 
commemorate the gravesites 
of missing residential school 
students.

Council directed staff to 
report back on UNDRIP for the 
August council meeting. 

It’s not the first time council 
has been mired in controversy 
over issues surrounding race in 
the last year. In summer 2020, 
council changed the wording 
on a provincial anti-racism 
proclamation to remove specific 
references to black, Aboriginal 
and persons of colour, only 
backtracking after being widely 
criticized. Earlier this year, it 
struggled over the issue of a 
land acknowledgement, finally 
leaving it up to committee chairs 
whether to read a declaration 
recognizing Aboriginal title at 
the start of their meetings.

by  John Boiv in ,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The pandemic has forced 
music festival organizers around 
the world to adapt, and Kaslo is 
no exception. 

And while the community is 
missing out on its signature Jazz 
Festival for the second year in a 
row, it seems the new ‘Summer 
Music Series’ is a hit with local 
music fans.

“The public totally loves 
it, they want more of it,” 
says organizer Jean-Marc La 
Flamme. “I think most Kootenay 
communities have had a weekly 
music series. It was just Kaslo 
that had the one big festival. So 
we’ve had tremendous support.”

The village is known for 
the Jazz Festival, a mid-summer 
weekend-long party that turns the 
community upside down with 
globally recognized performers 
and big crowds. But COVID-19 

Stretched out, mellowed-out music series strikes chord with Kaslovians
changed all that, and this year the 
town’s music performance scene 
has been completely revamped.

What organizers Kootenay 
Lake Innovation Centre and the 
Langham have done is spread out 
the entertainment over Saturday 
afternoons all summer long. 

“We’ve been trying out 
different locations like Vimy 
Park, and in front of the Kemball 
Centre,” says La Flamme. “So 
far we’ve gotten a lot of great 
support, and lots of donations 
from people to support the artists 
and crews.”

S ince  June ,  they’ve 
managed to have a new event 
every week, and up to 300-400 
people attending.

“Most of the artists are 
regionally based, from the 
Slocan, Kaslo, Nelson, and 
North Kootenay Lake,” he says. 
“We’ve had all genres, folk, 
world, rock, electronics. It’s been 

quite the mix.”
The Summer Music Series 

hits its stride this weekend, with 
a five-hour mini-festival at Kaslo 
Bay on August 14, featuring local 
and out-of-town performers. The 
free show starts at 3:30 pm.

“We have a really fantastic 
DJ by the name of JazzyJo. She 
and BassCat are going to open 
up for Small Town Artillery. 
They’re a progressive rock band 
from Kaslo and Vancouver,” 
he says.

Smaller outdoor venues also 
help adapt the event to the new 
pandemic reality, and all events 
are compliant with public health 
recommendations, he says.

“We have full COVID 
protocol in effect, signs up, and 
volunteer staff,” he says. “Our 
rule is, you have to boogie in 
your bubble. We want you to 
dance, but in your bubble. 

“That’s worked so far.”

The music series will end 
September 4, but La Flamme 
thinks its future is pretty bright.

“I think thousands and 
thousands of people want the 
big festival, at least the people 
who have traditionally come to 
the festival,” he says. “You are 
always going to have that. But 
we always talked about, how 
do we decentralize, and make 
it happen more frequently? And 
that’s what the Langham and 
KLIC have done.

“We really want to continue 
the scale of this decentralized 
festival, and make it happen more 
frequently throughout the winter 
and in the summer months.”

The Summer Music Series 
was organized and arranged by 
the Langham Cultural Centre 
and Kootenay Lake Innovation 
Centre, and supported by the 
Village of Kaslo, the Columbia 
Basin Trust and Columbia Power.

submitted
It’s more than a trend… 

New Denver’s Hidden Garden 
Gallery (HGG) is committed to 
showcasing artistic diversity and 
helping regional artists grow. The 
gallery’s summer smorgasbord of 
artistic delights now has new treats 
prepared for you.

Linda Kalbun’s show, Icebird 
- Reflections on Ice, fills the gallery 
until August 15. The exhibit 
evolved from her experience 
on a boat in the Antarctic. 
Adventuresome by nature, the 
artist stretched beyond painting 
and branched into printmaking. 
Check out this intriguing exhibit 
before it’s gone.

Ceramic and fibres artist 
Margot Baker swoops into the 
gallery with her exhibit, Figments 
August 17-22. After earning 
a Fine Arts degree, she spent 
over 25 years honing skills and 

A smorgasbord of artistic expression
developing her signature style. 
Keenly interested in learning, 
she furthered her education, 
earning another degree, this 
time becoming a teacher – most 
recently in New Denver. The artist 
shares that her artworks represent 
figments of her imagination and 
their path to manifestation. Margot 
states that her ceramic and fibre 
artworks are about imagination 
and colour. Who can resist?

From August 24 to 29, a 
gaggle of friends fly in, under 
the umbrella ‘229.’ Michele 
Dupas, a graduate of Red Deer 
College’s Visual Arts program, 
was awarded the Red Deer 
College Kite award for excellence. 
A resident of Procter, Michele 
owns and operates Gallery 
229, which showcases local 
artwork. Through hand-built clay 
sculptures, Michele expresses an 
animated view of the world that 

includes a strong narrative. Clay 
is the physical expression of her 
stories. Reconnecting with her art 
practice, Michele’s exhibit, Alien 
Flora: The Age of Rediscovery 
examines the ramifications of 
climate change. 

Grant Palfenier refers to art as 
the anchor in his life. His 50 years 
of dedicated practice proves that 
point. Grant has produced work 
in sign painting, screen printing, 
drawing and collaging. However, 
his recent creations are primarily 
a collection of eclectic multimedia 
box art and printmaking. His 
formal training included Sign 
Painting at BCIT, Burnaby, and 
classes at Emily Carr School 
of Art, Vancouver, Malaspina 
College of Art, Vancouver Island, 
and Oxygen Art Centre, Nelson. 
Grant says his varied art forms 
are usually characterized as 
unconventional. 

Terry Huva is a Procter artist 
who works in acrylics and pencil 
crayon. He has been showing his 
stone carving, mixed media, craft 
boxes and paintings in galleries 
and shows since 1984. Terry’s 
art is narrative-based, abstracted 
observations of the Kootenays and 
modern life. He works in layers 
of paint, building up and circling 
around the subject, keeping open 
to possibilities and looking for 
surprises. His exhibit, Early 
Morning Pieces was inspired by 
water, boats, clouds, people, the 
Koots, these times, colour, light 
and dark, the great beyond and 
the great within. 

You are encouraged to visit 
the Hidden Garden Galley at 112 
Slocan Avenue, New Denver. 
Look for the big white barn across 
from the Village office. Gallery 
hours are 10 am-3 pm, Tuesdays-
Sundays. All welcome! 
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by Kathy Hartman
New Denver council met in 

Committee of the Whole on July 27 
to discuss three requests for changes 
to the zoning bylaw. No decisions 
were made; all three requests will be 
brought forward to the next council 
meeting for further consideration.
Home-based businesses

Resident Margot Baker asked 
council to consider allowing her 
to operate a home-based pottery 
business in a building on her 
property. New Denver’s zoning 
bylaw states that any home-based 
business must be housed in the 
primary residence, not in a garage 
or unattached building. Baker, who 
has a degree in ceramic arts and has 
been a professional potter for over 
25 years, said she would like to teach 
small classes and make pottery in an 
unattached building on her property. 
She does not plan to sell her pottery 
out of the building, but will sell 
either online or at local shops. Baker 
feels that allowing more home-
based businesses would stimulate 
economic growth in the area. Village 
Planner Jessica Rayner explained 

New Denver council starts the conversation on zoning bylaw changes 
that the bylaw could be amended to 
read something like Vernon’s bylaw, 
which prohibits the following as 
home-based businesses: automotive 
repair, cabinet making, welding, care 
centres, cutting & wrapping of meat, 
including wild game, escort services, 
and gun shops. Council agreed to 
think on the request and discuss it 
more formally at the next council 
meeting.
RV camping on private 
property

With more  bui ld ing  and 
renovations going on in the village 
than in previous years, and with 
little or no places to rent, the Village 
has received several requests to 
allow temporary RV camping on 
private property while the owners 
are building or renovating. The 
zoning bylaw currently doesn’t allow 
for this, Councillors considered 
several questions: Who and how 
many people would be allowed to 
stay in the RV? How long could 
the RV be on the property? What 
about waste disposal? Who would 
enforce the policy? Council asked 
staff to draft a policy on this, to 
be brought to the next council 
meeting.
Increasing rentals or decreasing 
development costs?

An application for a zoning 
amendment has council thinking 
about allowing larger accessory 
residences and the rental of both 
primary and secondary residences 

as part of a broader zoning bylaw 
review.

Two brothers who have 
recently inherited the house and 
property at 603 Bellevue have 
requested that council create a 
new zone (RS – Site-Specific 
Residential) for larger properties 
that would allow for a larger 
accessory residence than currently 
permitted, at a greater height than 
currently permitted, and that 
wouldn’t need to be occupied 
by the property owner. They 
want to tear down the current 
house and build two residences 
– one 1,056 square feet and the 
other 988 square feet – without 
having to subdivide the property. 
In their application for zoning 
amendment, they state, “The new 
zoning will enable property owners 
to avoid high subdivision costs, 
keep larger properties intact, build 
larger and better accessory rental 
accommodations and have no risk 
of loss of rental income should they 
have to move out of New Denver in 
the future.”

Currently, an accessory 
residence may not be bigger than 
800 square feet, higher than 16.4 
ft, and the registered owner of the 
property must reside in the accessory 
residence or in the principal residence 
on the property. The intention of 
the regulations is to ensure that a 
property is cared for and that at least 
one of the residences is used as a 

long-term residence to encourage 
full-time residency. 

The brothers suggested in their 
application that rental opportunities 
could be increased if property owners 
were permitted to rent two residences 
on a property to long-term tenants. 
However, they indicated that their 
own intention is to “have an owner-
occupied principal residence and 
a rental/family vacation accessory 
residence but wish to be prepared 
for the possibility that our use could 
change in the future.” 

Staff recommended against 
supporting the application, as it 
seems the brothers’ intention is not to 
increase rental housing stock at this 
time. The property can be subdivided, 
and two houses can be built and rented 
full-time under the current bylaw. 
However, staff also recommended 
that council consider allowing larger 
accessory residences and rental of both 
primary and secondary residences as 
part of a broader zoning bylaw review. 
Council will have a closer look at this 
at the next council meeting.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

West Kootenay residents may 
be forgiven for wondering if they’ll 
ever see a downpour again, after July 
became the sixth consecutive month 
with below-normal precipitation in 
the region.

In July, a strong upper ridge over 
western North America diverted 
most of the weak waves of Pacific 
moisture well to the north of our 
region.

The month’s total rainfall – a 
scant 0.8 mm – fell on the 7th, which 
was the only day when more than a 
trace of rain was reported (and in 
many locations, none fell at all). The 
normal amount of rain for the month 
of July is 48.1 mm.

Weather records fall 
under weight of July heat

This was also an exceptionally 
warm month. A new all-time 
maximum monthly temperature 
record was set at 41.8°C on July 1 
and three additional daily maximum 
temperature records were broken 
on the 10th, 11th, and 19th. More 
temperature records would likely 
have been broken were it not for the 
wildfire smoke.

Overnight lows also remained 
above normal this month, with the 
mercury never dropping below 11°C. 

The mean monthly temperature 
record was also broken for the month 
of July. (The mean temperature is 
the average of the daytime high and 
nighttime low.) At 24° C, the new 
record blows past the normal mean 
by four full degrees.  


