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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A historic heat wave that’s 
gripped British Columbia is all in 
a day’s work for one Slocan Valley 
resident.

Mind you, he lives part of the 
year in one of the hottest places on 
earth.

“It was 50°C just now when I 
parked my car in the underground 
parking lot in my apartment 
building,” says Steve Brown from his 
office in the United Arab Emirates. 

There’s not much difference 
these days between Dubai and the 
West Kootenay. Temperatures in 
both areas are expected to reach into 
the 40s for most of this week. 

The high-pressure system 
brought clear skies to the province, 
but also put 47 of 57 regions under 
a heat warning. Here in the West 
Kootenay, temperatures started 
making records on the weekend, and 
were expected to hit the mid-40s this 
week in some locations. 

West Kootenay tries to keep cool under historic heat wave
It’s all due to a standing wave 

of pressure that’s lodged itself 
firmly over the region, allowing 
temperatures to slowly creep up to 
unheard-of levels for June.

“The longer that  s trong-
standing wave parks over us, we 
see temperatures ratcheting up 
gradually,” says Jesse Ellis, a 
forecaster at the Southeast Fire 
Centre. “The days are longest now, 
and the nights aren’t long enough to 
shed all of that heat.” 

Systems have begun to show 
heat stress. BC Hydro said power 
demands caused localized grid 
failures as people cranked up air 
conditioners to try to stay cool, 
and the RDCK warned its resource 
recovery services might be disrupted 
by the heat.

In Nelson and Trail, emergency 
cooling centres were set up to help 
residents avoid heat stroke. 

Fortunately as of press time, no 
major forest fires had broken out in 
the area.

What’s next?
As for relief – well, don’t expect 

it soon. There’s a chance that the 
‘heat dome’ will begin to break up 
and move eastward this weekend, but 
temperatures will still remain in the 
mid-30s for the foreseeable future. 

Ellis says the models show hot 
and dry weather continuing for 
months – through the rest of the 
summer and into September. 

“It’s easy to forecast the weather 
when we have a standing pattern, but 
this weekend, next week and beyond, 
it doesn’t look like the strong upper 
high will rebuild.

“But that brings us into a series 
of troughs passing over the area more 
frequently. While that backs us off 
this all-time-record heat, it also opens 
the potential for wind, lighting, and 
rainfall events.”

In the meantime, take some 
advice from an expert.

“Hydration is definitely the key 
to survival, maybe mix a teaspoon 
of salt to litre of water and have a 

mouthful occasionally beside normal 
water,” says Brown.

He also avoids excessive 
exposure to direct sunlight, wearing 
a wide-brimmed hat or white cloth 
over the back of his neck.

“Long sleeves are actually better 
to avoid excessive burning of your 

skin,” he says, saying fair skinned 
and blue- or green-eyed people 
should take extra care to avoid solar 
damage.

“I also try and avoid being 
outside between 11 am and 4 pm, as 
that is when the heat is the worst,” 
he told the Valley Voice. 

Monday was a perfect day for Slocan Valley residents Jacob Robinson, Logan Smart, and Jesse Verigin to catch 
some rays and try to keep cool as temperatures touched 40 degrees. Forecasters say the worst of the heatwave 
is likely to end this weekend, though the hot and dry weather is expected to last for weeks or even until the fall. 
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submitted
Mikenna Hansen, 21-year-

old resident of Ainsworth Hot 
Springs, was presented with a Red 
Cross Rescuer Award in a virtual 
presentation on June 28 for the heroic 
water rescue she performed three 
years ago, when she was 18.

In  the  summer  of  2018, 
Ainsworth resident Marsha Gillies 
was at the beach on Kootenay Lake 
with her two young grandchildren, 
Griffin and Emma. Emma donned 

Mikenna Hansen receives Red Cross Rescuer award for water rescue in Kootenay Lake
her personal flotation device to join 
Marsha in the water, drifting and 
floating on their donut-shaped tube, 
while Griffin played happily on the 
beach. Everyone was enjoying the 
water and sunshine.

However, Marsha soon realized 
that they had drifted too far from 
shore and, despite wearing PFDs, 
large waves made it difficult for them 
to make any progress to return.

Thankfully, Mikenna Hansen, 
neighbour  and s i t ter  of  the 

grandchildren, was nearby. Marsha 
waved to Mikenna from the water 
asking if she could help take Emma 
back to shore. Mikenna immediately 
swam out to assist, returning shortly 
after to help Marsha who had begun 
to feel tired and panicked, and was 
struggling to make her way back.

The next day, Marsha discovered 
from her doctor that she had suffered 
a mild heart attack.

“It’s my belief that if Mikenna 
hadn’t been there that day, we very 
likely would have drowned,” she 
said.

When fellow resident Judy Hawes 
heard about what Mikenna did to help 
Marsha and her grandchildren, she 
could not imagine letting her good 
deed go unacknowledged. “When 
I started to hear the story around 
Ainsworth of what Mikenna did that 
day in August, I was so impressed! 
Not only impressed that she had the 
swimming skills to do it, but that she 
was brave enough to do it. I wanted 
people – kids who went to school with 
her or rode the school bus with her, 
teachers, employers, neighbours and 
relatives who watched her grow up – 
to know that we have a hero among 
us, that heroes can be anywhere and 
any age,” says Judy.

“The Canadian Red Cross is 
honoured to be presenting Mikenna 
with the Rescuer Award. Mikenna’s 
story shows just how important it is 
to practice water safety. Because of 
Mikenna’s training and quick action, 
she became an everyday hero and 
made a big difference in the lives 
of Marsha and her grandchildren,” 
says Daniel Sander, Swimming and 
Water Safety Representative at the 
Canadian Red Cross.

As for Mikenna, she was just 
happy to be at the right place, at the 
right time. “While I appreciate the 
recognition, it is difficult for me to 
acknowledge my actions that day 
as heroic. During the rescue, my 
instincts and adrenaline kicked in and 
I knew I had to step in. I am fortunate 
to have grown up right beside the 
water from a young age. I also must 
thank my parents for the countless 
swimming lessons they drove me to 
as a kid! I am just happy that I was 
there with Marsha, Emma and Griffin 
that day. The only thing I care about is 
that two lives were not lost that day. 

Thank you,” says Mikenna.
The Red Cross Rescuer Award 

acknowledges the efforts of non-
professional rescuers and off-duty 
first responders who go out of their 
way to save a life, prevent further 
injury and/or provide comfort to 
the injured. As well, Red Cross 
recognizes children who, without 
training, provided help.

To learn  valuable  in jury 
prevention skills through our Red 
Cross First Aid and Water Safety 
training, call the Red Cross Contact 
Centre at 1-877-356-3226 or visit 
redcross.ca.

by Jan McMurray
Stefan Lettrari, president of Kaslo 

Search & Rescue, was selected to receive 
this year’s Road Rescue Public Safety 
Lifeline Volunteer Award.

Minister of Public Safety and 
Solicitor General Mike Farnworth 
recognized Lettrari and four other Public 
Safety Lifeline Volunteer Award winners 
via video, due to the pandemic.

“Stefan is a dedicated member of 
the Road Rescue program within Kaslo 
Search and Rescue,” Farnworth said. 
“He joined in 2002 at 16 years old. 
Since then, he has shown leadership, 
commitment and dedication to saving 
lives.”

In an interview, Lettrari said he was 
“definitely honoured and humbled to 
receive this award. That my Search and 
Rescue members nominated me for it, 
and then that I was chosen out of all the 
nominees throughout the province is 
definitely a big honour. But, as they say, 
behind every good leader, there’s a great 
team as well. If it weren’t for the team, 

Stefan Lettrari of Kaslo was honoured with this year’s Road Rescue Public Safety Lifeline Volunteer Award.

Kaslo’s Stefan Lettrari recognized with 
Public Safety Lifeline Volunteer Award

their support, my family, friends and the 
community, I wouldn’t be doing what 
I’m doing right now.”

Kaslo Search and Rescue’s Road 
Rescue program is probably one of the 
biggest and busiest in the Kootenays, 
Lettrari said. Under his leadership, the 
organization has been able to raise the 
funds to keep its equipment updated.

“I’m extremely proud of the team,” 
Lettrari said. “We do a tremendous 
amount of training, equipment research 
– and then we have to try to find the 
money! It’s great to see so much support 
from community members, donating 
either time or money.”

Farnworth noted that Lettrari is also 
dedicated to raising awareness about the 
organization in the community, and is a 
recognized member of community. “I 
can’t tell you enough how heartening 
your dedication to public safety is,” he 
concluded.

There are more than 13,000 public 
safety lifeline volunteers in British 
Columbia.

Mikenna Hansen was presented with a Red Cross Rescuer Award, June 28.
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by Jan McMurray
Major changes are coming to 

the ambulance system – and there’s 
some good news and some bad news.

The good news is that there 
are now 270 permanent part-time 
positions open at ambulance stations 
throughout the province. 

“This is the biggest improvement 
in staffing that I’ve ever seen,” 
said Troy Clifford, president of the 
Ambulance Paramedics of BC – 
CUPE Local 873. “It’s a big step. But 
does it go far enough? Probably not. 
These changes are trying to improve 
the system, but they will prove 
problematic for some communities,” 
he said.

New Denver and Edgewood are 
examples of communities where 
the new system falls short. Each of 
these stations have been allocated 
one position only. The one job 
will be a combined unit chief/
community paramedic/scheduled 
on-call position. All other ambulance 
workers at these stations will continue 
to be hired on a casual, on-call basis. 

The casual on-call model has 
been problematic for recruitment 
and retention of ambulance workers 
for years. Casual on-call workers 
have traditionally been paid only 
$2 per hour to carry the pager, and 
regular wages when out on a call. At 
stations with low call volumes like 
New Denver and Edgewood, casual 
on-call workers cannot make a living 
at the ambulance.

This and other problems with 
the ambulance system prompted the 
government to begin negotiating this 
new agreement with the paramedics’ 
union. While negotiations were 

Mixed feelings about new ambulance system
going on, an interim agreement 
was put in place that guaranteed 
four hours of regular pay for casual 
on-call ambulance workers. This is 
called the ‘kilo guarantee,’ and it has 
gone a long way to addressing the 
recruitment and retention challenges 
at rural stations.

But here’s where more bad news 
comes in. The kilo guarantee has 
been axed in the new system.

“Losing the kilo guarantee is 
going to be a challenge for lots of 
these communities,” said Clifford. 
“The elimination of the kilo guarantee 
will affect recruitment and retention, 
and we warned the government about 
that. Going back to casual on-call is 
not an enticing model for recruiting 
people into those communities. It’s 
tough to see this.”

On the other hand, Clifford 
said, this is the first time there have 
been permanent positions in these 
communities. He reported there will 
be 14 permanent positions in the 
Valley Voice coverage area (Nakusp, 
Edgewood, Kaslo, New Denver, 
Winlaw), plus two community 
paramedic positions that will remain 
in Nakusp, for a total of 16 permanent 
positions in our rural area. “That is 
significant, with wages and benefits,” 
he pointed out.

He added that four positions 
are being added in Castlegar and 
two in Nelson. “Castlegar is going 
to a full-time ambulance – that’s 
huge,” he said. “So there are a lot of 
improvements in the Kootenays and 
across the province.”

The new jobs are being posted 
July 2, and will be filled this fall, 
Clifford said. The new system is on 

trial until November 1.
“We have until November 1 

to determine if it’s a viable model. 
It’s still a trial. It will be evaluated 
by the end of the year and might be 
enhanced.”

Stations in our area that will 
see an improvement under the new 
system include Winlaw, Nakusp and 
Kaslo.

In Winlaw, there will be four 
positions altogether: one community 
paramedic/unit chief and three 
community paramedic/scheduled on-
call positions. This is a net increase 
of three positions.

In Nakusp, there will be four new 
positions: one unit chief/scheduled 
on-call and three scheduled on-
call positions. The existing two 
community paramedic positions 
will remain.

In Kaslo, there will be four 
positions: two community paramedic/
scheduled on-call positions, one unit 
chief/scheduled on-call position and 
one scheduled on-call position.

Clifford says the union also has 
some concerns with the combined 
community paramedic/scheduled 
on-call positions. Community 
paramedics visit patients at their 

homes and do community outreach 
work. On-call duties could be 
disruptive to this work. “We’re still 
trying to figure out what that would 
look like and how it will ultimately 
play out,” he said.

Another issue is that the new 
positions will require a proper 
selection process, so people will 
have to apply for the jobs they may 
have held for years. “They have to 
apply for their jobs and might not get 
them,” Clifford said. “It’s not the best 
situation for people who have been 
doing the job for a long time, but it’s 
a consistent process.”

Despite the shortcomings of the 
new system, Clifford believes it’s 
a step in the right direction. “The 
current government put the funding 
behind these initiatives and I think it’s 
a good thing. The government is very 
concerned about our recruitment and 
retention challenges and I’m really 
encouraged about the support we’ve 
had. But we’re working on changing 
the model. We want to see more 
coverage. We’ve been lobbying for 
changes to address challenges with 
recruitment and retention. $2/hour 
doesn’t cut it. It’s a big problem, but 
I think we can get there.” 

by Jan McMurray
Colin Ferguson is Silverton’s new 

mayor. 
Ferguson received 90 votes in the 

June 19 byelection. His opponent, Don 
Broughton, got 23 votes.

Voter turnout was 62%. “Overall 
the turnout was very exceptional. The 
community should be very proud of 
that,” said Sonya Martineau, chief 
elections officer.

A total of 113 votes were cast – 28 
at the advance poll and 85 on voting 
day. 

The voters’ list from the Province 
had 167 registered voters on it, and the 
Village had an additional 15 people 
register to vote.

A swearing-in ceremony will 
take place July 7 for Ferguson and 
Clarence denBok, who was elected 
by acclamation to fill the vacant 
councillor seat. So they will both take 
their seats at the next council meeting 
on July 14.

“I would like to thank all of 
the Silverton citizens who took the 
time to vote in the byelection,” said 
Ferguson in a written statement for 
the Valley Voice. “It will be an honour 
to serve as mayor in a municipality 
with such a colourful and illustrious 
history. With Clarence denBok’s 
acclamation, the Village council is 

Silverton votes in 
Ferguson for mayor

now at full complement, and there is 
enthusiasm for getting back to work 
with a full slate. Special thanks go to 
councillors who stepped in as acting 
mayor in the interim, and to all of the 
councillors and Village staff who kept 
things moving forward so ably until 
the byelection could be held to fill the 
vacancies.

“I received many comments from 
residents during the campaign and, 
as promised, will follow up on all of 
them with staff and council. In the 
meantime, I hope everyone has a great 
summer and stays cool. We’re lucky 
to have such a large local ‘swimming 
pool’ so close at hand!”

The mayoral seat became vacant 
last November when Jason Clarke 
resigned from the position. Clarke’s 
letter of resignation said he did not 
have enough time or energy to give to 
the role. The councillor seat became 
vacant in February, when incumbent 
Kerry Gordon passed away.
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Thank you
A huge thank you to Public 

Health Nurse Lina Nero, all the 
volunteers, and everyone else 
involved in holding the COVID 
vaccination clinics in Silverton. 
What an efficient way to get the shots 
to all the locals who wanted them.

R. Allin
Hills

Bell: one-ad-in-now
My father told me a story around 

this bell. He picked it up in Haiti at 
the age of 18 or 19. At the time he 
was working as a chef on a ship. 
When he picked this bell, it was 
sitting with several others and he 
picked it up for its ring.

Recently, I took a close look at it 
and found ‘one-ad-in-now’ engraved 
on its stem. Two people commented 
on their thoughts on its origin. One 
said possibly Tibetan and the other 
said Indian. I also had one comment 
that it’s a copy of a bell of that time 
frame. But I can’t imagine that is 
accurate since the engraving is in 
English. Why, unless a similar bell 
is already in a museum, would there 
be copies?

Does anyone know how I might 
find out its history?

Tamara Balla
Kaslo

Thank you, KiN
Thank you to Kaslo infoNet for 

the excellent internet service KiN 
has brought to our communities at 
the north end of Kootenay Lake. At 
the beginning of the pandemic, KiN 
redoubled its effort to expand its web 
of fibre and increased the broadband 
speeds for fibre and wireless without 
increasing the cost to customers. 
What a difference this made to our 
students taking classes online, and to 
all the people working from home. 
How fortunate KiN customers are to 
have an internet provider staffed by 
dedicated volunteers and employed 
local people who take a personal 

interest in community needs. KiN 
has made a huge difference to those 
of us living on the east shore of 
Kootenay Lake. They installed 
masts which provide high-speed 
wireless service, and have laid fibre 
cable in the lake as far as Johnsons 
Landing. Because of KiN, in 2014 
our household transitioned from 
depending on a radio phone for 
communication to using the internet. 
KiN has made a permanent and 
positive difference to life at the north 
end of Kootenay Lake.

Roberta Huber
Birchdale

Spirit of the caribou
The last place on earth left for 

the woodland caribou to live, here in 
Argenta, is being destroyed for the 
greed of money. How much money 
is enough, for all who live this way, 
to give up disgraceful behaviour? 
Has this become the Kootenay way? 
Beyond understanding what is sacred, 
I hope you will reconsider your 
proposal to take the spirit of the 
caribou away. Please leave this one 
last place, for something else, like 
the caribou. Give the caribou this 
one last place on earth. We are related 
to one another, related to earth, and 
related to all the things that support 
life. The caribou have supported a lot 
of life on the earth; a vast amount of 
other beings have depended upon the 
caribou to be able to live. Once upon 
a time, not very long ago, the humans 
depended upon the caribou to live as 
well. The gift of the caribou spirit, can 
we as humans do the same for them? 
How many people in the Kootenays 
are reading this letter? Will we watch 
the spirit of the caribou be taken from 
the earth, along with many other great 
beings who live in the forest? For they 
are all disappearing for something I 
will not ever understand: money. 

“No no keshagesh, you can’t do 
that no more” -Buffy Sainte-Marie.

Tija Jansons
Argenta

H-block alleys 
in New Denver

Besides being functional 
roadways, many of the alleys in 
New Denver enrich the community 
in other ways such as making new 
housing feasible, providing plant 
and animal biodiversity, helping to 
regulate climate and allowing for 
public recreation. New Denver’s 
H-block arrangement is part of what 
makes New Denver exotic.

The Village of New Denver has 
allowed some alleys to be purchased 
over the decades.

To my mind, allowing these 
acquisitions is not always in the 
best interests of the Village or of 
the broader public. An adjoining, 
previously building-ready lot simply 
becomes an extension of one larger 
lot with one house instead of two. 
Housing density is reduced. New 
housing opportunities here are 
already scarce and lot and alley 
amalgamation makes it even scarcer. 
Having more large parcels of land 
with fewer houses means fewer 
residents, less tax revenue, fewer 
new business ventures and a less 
viable community.

Alley acquisitions may result 

in a decrease in plant and animal 
biodiversity if newly acquired 
alleys are cleared. Wildlife is more 
abundant in communities like New 
Denver because of its varied plant, 
shrub and tree populations. Have you 
ever noticed how merlins like the top 
of the mature fir?

Climate is modified by the 
vegetative composition of the alleys. 
Fir, maple and cedar trees cast 
shade, helping to regulate blistering 
summer heat. Wind speed is slowed 
and snow drifting reduced. Endless 
cone-pelting and widow-maker 
manufacturing is a small price to 
pay for all the benefits trees provide.

The alleys are also a nice place 
to walk. Children may be able to 
build a fort or two during the fort-
building years.

Please let us protect our alleys.
Paul Maika

New Denver

Affordable housing 
approved - but not by 
the community

I wish I could celebrate the 
Slocan affordable housing project. 
Affordable housing for seniors and 
families is an important part of our 

community, and something we need 
more of. The local government 
provides grants for these types of 
projects and every small village in 
the area should be taking advantage 
of the funding that is available. 
Myself and many other people 
in Slocan are entirely in favour 
of this initiative. However, the 
Village of Slocan has neglected our 
community’s outcry over the past 
year about the site of this project.

The current proposed location is 
too small to support the septic and 
parking requirements for this many 
families. No real details have been 
shared as to how the Village plans to 
manage the septic, and the parking, 
in a total build space smaller than 
the adjacent condo building’s entire 
septic field. It just doesn’t add up!

It’s located on the corner of 
the main entrance to Slocan from 
the highway, and a four-way stop, 
that experiences an awkward and 
dangerous road merge on the same 
side that the new proposed entrance 
to this building project will be. 
There has been no explanation for 
how we can safely add another 
busy street into this already chaotic 
intersection.

The neighbourhood is accused 
of falling victim to ‘Not In My 
Backyard’ syndrome. But we want 
affordable housing that is safe 
and well planned. And the Village 
of Slocan isn’t listening. When a 
much bigger Village-owned lot was 
suggested to the council, close to the 
mayor’s property, it was rejected. 
This should tell you everything you 
need to know about who truly cares 
about this project being ‘NIMBY.’

Kae Strazsa
Slocan
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Two official 
flags for Canada

At a potlatch in Carcross, Yukon, 
a few years ago, I was shown by their 
elders that I am an elder as well – a 
white elder. I arrived in Canada in 1969, 
a newcomer to your country – and a 
country that I love.

My ex-partner was a residential 
school survivor and the emotional scars 
he carried were too big and hard for 
us – and me – to cope with. I am no 
longer living with him on his reserve 
in northern BC, yet part of my soul still 
resides there. Even though I have known 
about the residential schools for years, 
the Kamloops news has shocked me to 
the core of my being, and I feel helpless. 
Yet, I have to find my way through this.

I believe it is time for Canada to have 
two official flags – one that represents 
the many different Indigenous, Metis 
and Inuit people and one that represents 
the newcomers and settlers. I know this 
would shake up our country and yes, 
I believe that is necessary in order for 
us to come to true reconciliation and 
rebuild as a strong nation at peace with 
its horrific past.

Bolivia did just this, in 2009. In order 
to ensure that all of Bolivia’s people felt 
equally represented, the country’s name 
was changed from ‘Republic of Bolivia’ 
to ‘Plurinational State of Bolivia’ and the 
whipala, a checkered flag in rainbow 
colours, is the second official Bolivian 
flag and must be flown anywhere 
Bolivia’s original official flag is flown.

Anna Kallstrom
Kaslo

Box Mtn wildfire 
mitigation is needed

I read with interest every issue of 
the Valley Voice and note the perpetual 
voices of the ad nauseum bunch. They 
negate anything to do with logging or 
any sort of forestry practices whatsoever.

The topic of the day is Box Mountain 
and so-called watersheds. For the people 
who live in this vicinity, your water 
sources should be wells (registered ones 
at that) as surface sources are subject to 
contamination and natural dry spells.

NACFOR and for that matter, 
Interfor, are right on with their planning. 
They want their harvest prescriptions to 
address a degree of fire mitigation for our 
local community, where a wind-driven 
fire downswoop like Ingersoll (and a 
few other local catastrophic fires in the 
recent past during dry conditions) will 
occur sooner or later – no maybe about it. 

I  suspect many of you are 
concerned about climate change and 
drier conditions in future. For these 
reasons, you should gladly embrace these 
companies’ endeavours, as a wildfire will 
not only destroy your watershed, but 
quite possibly your property or worse.

I must add that contrary to much 
false information, clearcuts are the last 
to have their snow melt; tree canopy 
snow interception of any kind melts 
snow slightly faster. And north faces 
like Box Mountain will melt the slowest 
in any case.

Cheers to Frances and Hugh, who 

continually try to answer your questions 
even while some Box Lake folks (and 
others having no business in this affair) 
try to twist it.

George Dore
Nakusp

Good news for 
Box Mountain

Author of Finding the Mother 
Tree, Dr. Suzanne Simard, registered 
professional forester, professor of forest 
ecology at the University of British 
Columbia, visited Box Mountain in 
Nakusp on May 25 to do a walk-through 
and follow-up assessment because the 
Box Mountain forest is slated for logging 
in the name of fire risk reduction.

During her several hours in the deep 
forest, Dr. Simard said there was plenty 
of evidence of old growth forest and that 
it is at low risk of forest fire.

This is supported in her assessment 
which has been circulated to NACFOR, 
the Village of Nakusp, and the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay’s wildfire 
mitigation supervisor.

Dr. Simard’s assessment states: 
“The dominant trees are approximately 
40 m in height, 1 metre in diameter 
and 150-200 years old. If the trees are 
confirmed to be >150 years old, the 
forest is considered old-growth. Meeting 
old-growth criteria indicates the stand 
would qualify for an old-growth logging 
deferral…. The understory is comprised 
predominantly of a deep moss layer with 
very little understory or mid-canopy 
shrubs or trees. The lack of understory, 
north aspect and presence of multiple 
ephemeral streams together indicate the 
site is at low risk of fire.”

These two factors alone should be 
enough to halt any plans by NACFOR 
for logging in any capacity – even under 
the guise of fire risk prevention.

Additionally, during NACFOR’s 
virtual open house on May 26, Hugh 
Watt reiterated that there would be 
no plans to go ahead with logging if 
residents of the Crescent Bay and Box 
Mountain area were not in favour. 
Many residents of the areas of Box 
Mountain have voiced that they are 
indeed strongly NOT in favour. Box 
Mountain is a watershed and any logging 
would disturb the mature forest and 
would cause compounding problems, 
compromising an already scarce water 
supply to over 300 residents.

In the past, Box Mountain has been 
at risk of being logged. It was saved 20 
years ago by the efforts of concerned 
residents, including Jack Gould.

Protectors of Box Mountain are 
generally sceptical and mistrusting 
of any logging of the mature forest, 
given the clear-cutting and enormous 
destruction being done to other forests 
around Nakusp and throughout BC 
which were also slotted for ‘fire risk 
prevention.’

Ideally, NACFOR will honour 
their word and dismantle any plans in 
response to the residents not being in 
favour, coupled with the evidence put 
forth by Dr. Suzanne Simard. 

Nancy Gould
Nakusp

What’s the 
back-up plan?

This is an open letter to NACFOR, 
Interfor, Village of Nakusp and RDCK

I would like to know what your plans 
are to supply the residents of Unit 6 Box 
Mountain watershed with water should 
there be a need when you proceed to 
commercially harvest the healthy and 
highly valuable ecological forest of Box 
Mountain.

Building a water system can be very 
costly. Peachland’s water system came 
to over $24 million and taxpayers had 
to foot some of that bill.

At least Peachland’s mayor and 
council took a stand in May of this year 
to say no to logging in their watershed. 
There was no conflict of interest in their 
stand. I wonder if the same could be 
said here?

Instead, we have an elected official 
who was happy to take the multi-agency 
partners involved in this project on a tour 
of Nakusp to promote what a great idea 
this whole thing is.

Why not come out and say what 
this project is really about? As Aimee 
Watson, RDCK chair, told the Narwhal, 
July 2019: “We know that the annual 
allowable cut, as it runs out, was going 
to hit watersheds.” Her understanding 
from the BC forests ministry is that 
fault will be determined by the courts if 
a community sues a logging company 
once a problem arises. So if we have a 
problem with our water up here, we can 
all guess how well that will go.

I have seen the commercial harvest 
map – areas of Box Mountain slated at 
50% stem removal – yet NACFOR still 
claims that they are only following a 
government mandate. Were they not in 
charge of the amount of harvest on their 
own map?

There have been accusations that we 
Protectors of Box Mountain Watershed 
(protectorbmw@icloud.com) are 
misinformed, yet we only have used 
what information we have read in quotes 
given by NACFOR to newspapers, from 
their own website, emails and their recent 
open house. We also have used scientific 
information from Suzanne Simard, 
professor of forest ecology at UBC, 
with over three decades of experience 
in active field research.

You can try to spin this project any 
way you want, but it comes down to a 
plan made by individuals and multiple 
agencies that will profit while denying 
the rights of landowners who will be 
directly affected and will have to live 
with the consequences for many years 
to come.

I thought the residents of Crescent 
Bay had the same rights as residents of 
the Village of Nakusp, but I guess not.

Cindy Schroff
Crescent Bay

Talbot Creek 
fire – part II

We paid for many helicopters to 
perform for us on this fire, some for as 
much as $8,000/hour. When you can haul 
water by truck to the top of the mountain 
almost within metres of the fire for 

about $200/hour, why pay $8,000/hour 
to lift water out of the Slocan River? At 
Crescent Valley within line of sight of the 
fire, Kootenay Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 
builds their “fire tracker” (referred to as 
a KMC) to fight fires. A KMC can climb 
a slope most people would have to go 
up on their hands and knees. They carry 
over 1,000 gallons of water – three or 
four times more water than a helicopter. 
They rent for $125/hour without operator 
or with operator and fuel about $250/
hour. If it was not for a little bump in the 
landscape, these machines are built in the 
line of sight of the home of the current 
Minister of Forests. For the use of these 
machines, all the ministry would have to 
do is “holler” over the fence; they are that 
close. Most cars and trucks, construction 
and logging equipment, farm machinery 
work equally well north and south of the 
49th parallel but KMC’s seem only to 
work south of the 49th even though they 
are built in BC. One of these machines 
was parked across Hwy. 6 from the 
Maple Leaf Store at Crescent Valley 
during the fire. Why are these machines 
never used in BC to fight fire?

Another peculiarity is fire 
management training. Selkirk College 
offered training from March 7 to March 
28, 2021. Why not offer training in May 
so that university students who only work 
in the summer could be trained and be 
available in event of a fire? An $8,000/
hour helicopter could be replaced by 
200 students at $40/hour and most likely 
result in putting the fire out faster.

Years ago, I was fortunate enough to 
put out fires with a crew made up entirely 
of Indigenous people, except for me. I 
was very impressed. That experience 
leads me to believe that firefighting in BC 
should be turned over to these people. We 
have seen on the news where Indigenous 
people were ordered to evacuate by the 
ministry and let their houses burn down, 
but instead they remained in their homes 
and saved them without the resources of 
the ministry. I also believe there should 
be a full public enquiry into every fire in 
BC since the Canal Flats fire in the 1980s.

Ed Varney
Vallican

Complex 
systems, 
complex times

Alarming reactions! We’ve seen 
coercion (pressure to ‘vaccinate’ 
children), and censorship. What next?

Alarming! Some don’t want to hear 
anything further. And the push to return 
to normal, to travel, outweighs the risk 
of harm. Undoubtedly, the COVID 
story is THE game changer in our lives. 
The current experimental procedure is a 
global response and as stated by experts: 
“You can never unvaccinate yourself.”

Experts here include Dr. Robert 
Malone (mRNA vaccine technology 
inventor), Steve Kirsch (COVID vaccine 
adverse reactions researcher), and Dr. 
Bret Weinstein (evolutionary biologist). 
They examine, in Weinstein’s DarkHorse 
podcast, the ‘hockey stick’ VAERS graph 
(flat-line to straight-line increase). May 
28, 2021 deaths from vaccines reported: 

4,561. Granted, it’s self-reported and 
judgement is involved. Doctors must 
assume ‘vaccine’ association. But 
consider: VAERS (Vaccine Adverse 
Event Reporting System) is backlogged. 
They’ve removed reports. The number 
is conservative. Dr. Malone has FDA 
connections who admit the situation 
is chaotic, disorganized, and they’re 
overwhelmed.

US government commissioned a 
study, and results show likelihood of 
only 1% actual reporting – certainly 
VAERS reports are underreported. Yes, 
there will be sampling error but the vast 
majority of adverse events reported 
are due to ‘vaccine’ rollout. This is 
US adverse reaction reports only! So, 
a disclaimer on the VAERS site isn’t 
enough. I’ve heard social media ranters 
state regulators/pharma expected adverse 
reactions. WOW!

For those ‘warriors’ for new, 
experimental, under-patent drug 
treatments, who are against old, out-
of-patent treatments where profit can’t 
be made… consider short-term, and 
potential long-term harm.

Take a look at the organ bio-
distribution chart (on the podcast) for 
post-vaccination lipid concentrations. 
The first four hours after getting the jab, 
concentrations diffuse through the body 
(unintended), and concentrations occur 
in the ovaries and in bone marrow. Look 
for potential leukemia, lymphoma, auto-
immune effects, latent virus reactions, 
and reproductive consequences. 
Circulating free-floating spike protein 
was something developers said wouldn’t 
happen.

Is there potential harm? Refer to Tess 
Lawrie rigorous compilation study on 
adverse events (in the UK): “Bleeding, 
Clotting, and Ischaemic Adverse Drug 
Reactions” – a large list of disorders. 
We now know spike protein is very 
dangerous; it’s cytotoxic. The FDA was 
warned about this months ago; they knew 
about bio-distribution.

There is bias in the system. The 
FDA won’t grant an emergency use 
authorization for repurposed drugs 
unless you come with big pharma, who 
can’t make money on these. In the past, 
pharmaceuticals have pulled vaccines 
off the market when experiencing far 
fewer deaths. Now, Merck attacks the 
safety of its own drug, Ivermectin, 
citing no evidence. Despite 40 years 
of use and four billion doses! Despite 
studies proving efficacy especially with 
early treatment, as well as prophylactic/
preventative benefits.

Precautionary principle of medicine 
was applied for mask wearing (despite the 
failed trial in Denmark where no statistical 
significance was found), but isn’t being 
done for repurposed treatments proven 
to be effective. Risk/benefit analysis 
has shifted and alternatives (Ivermectin, 
Fluvoxamine, etc.) have been stifled 
– despite Gates Foundation, NIH and 
WHO having known of the benefits.

Coercion, censorship, burying of 
valid and vital information crucial for 
informed consent. What’s next? Wait for 
it… cover-up.

T. Orlando
Winlaw
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by John Boivin, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A Slocan Valley couple 
is hoping their new housing 
development will attract 
high-tech workers and others 
looking for a simpler life.

And their project is only 
one of several that are looking 
to launch a new generation of 
alternative community living 
in the region.

“The tiny homes will be 
spaced out along this ridge 
here,” says Steve Hardy, 
pointing across a field of 
white and yellow sub-alpine 
flowers. “We want to give 
each unit lots of space.”

Hardy and his partner 
Abby gave the Valley Voice a 
tour of their 37-acre property 
recently. They purchased the 
acreage between Slocan City 
and Winlaw two years ago, 
after getting disillusioned 
with life in Calgary.

“We were making regular 
trips to the Kootenays and 
Okanagan, seeing what each 
place had to offer, the culture 
of each area, and we kept 

coming back to the Slocan 
Valley,” says Steve Hardy. 
“We liked the charm, the 
locals we met, the beauty 
of the area. And then we 
found a piece of property 
that we thought would be a 
great pocket neighbourhood 
for people who could work 
remotely and would like to 
do so in a nice place.”

The  pandemic  ju s t 
reinforced their determination 
to try to find a new way of 
life. And they figured others 
shared their vision.

There wasn’t much on the 
property: an old cabin that has 
to be torn down, a second that 
needs major overhaul, and 
some fencing. But there is an 
organic garden, spring water, 
spectacular views, and a cool 
breeze not felt on the valley 
bottom on a hot day. Out of 
a somewhat unremarkable 
piece of property on the east 
slope of the Slocan Valley, 
however, they hope to create 
something special.

They call it ‘Big Calm,’ 
a “permaculture-guided tiny 

homestead community for 
remote digital workers,” in 
the heart of the Kootenays.

“It’s a fairly modest 
community, within the natural 
landscape of the property,” 
says Hardy. “The majority 
would be long-term renters, 
and a couple would be guest 
stays.”

The Big Calm Tiny 
Homesteads website outlines 
the project’s scope. 

“ We  e n v i s i o n  a n 
ecologically sustainable, self-
reliant tiny home community 
guided by the ‘Earth Care, 
People Care, Fair Share’ 
ethics of permaculture; and 
strengthened by collaboration, 
mutual support and the 
diversity and skills of its 
members,” it says. “Hands-on 
work is a feature, not a bug.”

There’s no shortage of 
hands-on work to do. Before 
the first community member 
arrives, the concrete pads 
for 10 tiny homes have to 
be poured, and utilities like 
water and electricity hooked 
up. The septic system is going 
to be top-of-the-line when it’s 
installed, but the last part of 
that project’s been delayed by 
red tape and supply problems.

It’s a complicated bit of 
development for two admitted 
amateurs, who are managing 
the building project while 
trying to attract residents and 
investors in a timely manner. 
But Hardy says it’s going 
well.

“Most of the development 
will take shape next year, and 
we’re currently putting out an 
investment raise – dividend-
producing shares so that 
we can accelerate the build 
actually. Our business plan 
was perhaps too conservative. 
The interest is certainly there 
to fill the spots as we can build 
them.”

The Hardys hope to 
welcome their first tenant 
in the fall. That person has 
already purchased a tiny 
home for placement on the 
property.

It won’t be cheap to be 
a resident of Big Calm. At 
$1,500 a month for pad fees 
– which includes utilities 
– the Hardys are working 
to attract upscale, higher-
income knowledge workers 
like themselves. Steve ran 
a software company and 
now consults high-tech 
start-ups, while Abby was a 
communication specialist for 
biotech companies.

They plan to build Big 
Calm to allow residents to live 
the Slocan lifestyle, while still 
earning a good living.

“This has been one of the 
best parts of the process for 
us, the people who have been 
reaching out to us because 
they are interested,” he says. 

“It’s from all across the 
country and the US. 

“We have geochemists, 
social  innovators ,  ar ts 
fundraisers… all across the 
board. But they all have a 
similar appreciation of 
wanting to make a smaller 
footprint in a nice natural 
location and still be able to 
effectively do their jobs.”

The Hardys have been 
surprised by the potential for 
communities like this to help 
grow the local economy.

“There’s actually quite a 
pent-up demand for it. Our 
sense is it’s an enormous 
economic development 
opportunity for the valley… 
it’s people with a commitment 
to the local area, who bring 
a net income from outside 
because they already have 
their jobs from elsewhere.”
Alternative options 
growing

The pandemic has created 
a wave of people moving out 
of the cities to places like 
the Slocan Valley. But that’s 
driven up house and land 
prices significantly, and only 
the well-financed can afford 
to buy or build these days.

That’s  what’s  made 
places like Big Calm Tiny 
Homes teads  a t t rac t ive 
to some. Offering a small 
space for a tiny home or RV, 
sharing the cost of services 
and supporting each other in 
a community has become an 
appealing idea.

Similar projects are 
starting or being contemplated 
along the valley, aimed at a 
more local audience.

“Off-the-grid site rental 
available in exchange for 
work trade outside of Slocan 
City,” a post advertised on 
Facebook recently read. “…
We are asking for 30 hours 
a month in exchange for the 
site.”

With 150 acres on Perry’s 
Ridge, the developer plans 
to create a 15- to 20-unit 

permaculture community on 
part of the property. 

W h i l e  t h e  H a r d y s 
across the valley work with 
contractors and hope to attract 
higher-income residents, 
this developer is pulling his 
project up by its bootstraps, 
offering space for people 
with chainsaw and other 
skills to build the community 
themselves.

“Skills with building, 
energy systems and all trades 
are desirable at this phase,” 
the post says. “Long-term, 
the community will require 
skills with permaculture, 
agroforestry,  l ivestock 
management,  medicine 
making, fibre arts, practical 
crafts ,  communication, 
facilitation, etc.”

The post makes no bones 
about what’s involved.

“We are looking for hardy 
folks to help us pioneer this 
effort. Experience roughing 
it is required,” it notes. 

The post says they hope 
to have six sites ready for 
occupancy with tiny homes or 
RVs by this winter. Eventually 
a community centre will be 
built on site, with a kitchen, 
bathing and laundry facilities. 
The dream is to run the 
community as a co-op.

The carrot is building a 
community with others who 
share the same values.

“We are a group of people 
passionate about ecovillages, 
healing nature, and the arts. 
Looking for other passionate 
and inspired folks who are 
open-hearted and open-
minded,” the post says.

The developer declined to 
be interviewed by the Valley 
Voice at this time, saying 
after the original post he was 
inundated with inquiries.

O t h e r  p r o j e c t s  a r e 
popping up along the Valley 
and elsewhere in the West 
Kootenay. In Winlaw, the 
Raven’s Perch offers a single 
vacation unit at this time, 

but has plans to “build more 
space on the property to live 
and work.”

The pitch the Winlaw 
property makes has a familiar 
ring: “We’re creating an 
environment that encourages 
those who visit to reconnect 
with nature – the forest, lakes, 
rivers and mountains,” their 
website says. “We encourage 
visitors to disconnect from the 
outer world reality so that they 
might reconnect with their 
own nature.”
History repeats

A century ago, cheap 
land and a desire to live 
c o m m u n a l l y  b r o u g h t 
thousands of Doukhobors to 
the region; counterculture 
hippies and draft dodgers 
50 years later established 
communes across the valley 
(there’s even an old one 
neighbouring the Hardys’ 
property). 

The drivers may be 
different today – concerns 
about climate change, the cost 
of housing, and technology 
enabling remote work – but 
the attraction is the same: 
a desire to live in peace, in 
beauty, and in support of 
each other.

B u t  j u s t  l i k e  p a s t 
immigrants, the newcomers 
bring the promise of both 
change and growth.

“The type of people being 
attracted to the pitch we have 
would be great additions to 
the community; they share 
the values that are already 
here,” says Steve Hardy, who 
notes jurisdictions like Nova 
Scotia have whole campaigns 
devoted to attracting those 
kind of workers.

“I don’t’ think it’s fully 
set in how amazing this 
opportunity can be and how 
strong a contributor these 
folks would be, and how 
much they want to be kind of 
outside of the fray.”

Despite modern trappings, 
some things don’t change.

New developments see future in tiny homes, communal living

Abby and Steve Hardy are turning their Appledale-area property into a tiny-home community that offers a better work-life 
balance for modern-day knowledge workers. 
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Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

We are limiting people to 4 customers in the store at any one time

Manures & Potting Soils for all your Gardening Needs
Straw bales $13.00

Peat 
Moss  
$19.99/bale 

Paint & Accessories

Garden & Lawn 
Fertilizers, Insecticides, 
Bug Spray & Mosquito 

Solutions

Proper face masks are required

Large selection of fence posts, 
gates & fencing! 
 – corral panels

Sprinklers, hoses,   
   lawnmowers & weed
      wackers in stock

Electrical 
Supplies

Four Seasons 
Greenhouse & Nursery

Open 10-5 daily
5531 Slocan River Road, Winlaw

250-226-7254

Bedding plant SALE 50% off 
all annuals

35% off
Hanging baskets

& planters
15% off Perennials

15% off trees & shrubs
• Strawberries, Raspberries, Haskap & Goji berries, 

many small fruits
• Wasabi & Horseradish roots

• 7 varieties of Blueberries $18.99/1 gallon pot
New summer hours 10-3 starting July 1st, 

Open Thurs,Fri,Sat
End of 
Season 
Sale!!

Are you passionate about 
community service?

Nakusp Rotary may have a place 
for you!

Contact Sara Collinson for details.
saracoll@telus.net

by John Boivin, Local 
Journa l i sm In i t ia t i ve 
reporter

It was a bittersweet 
moment for School District 
10 trustees and staff as 
Superintendent Terry Taylor 
delivered her last report to the 
board on June 15, after eight 
years of leading the district 
and more than 38 working 
in it.

SD 10: Superintendent signs off on last report to trustees
But Taylor peppered her 

final report with plenty of 
good news.
New VP at NSS

Nakusp’s high school is 
going to have a new second-
in-command in the fall.

Jaime Sing has been 
selected to take on the role 
of vice principal at Nakusp 
Secondary School.

Taylor said Sing has 
served for the past year 
as head teacher at NSS 
and “performed many of 
the functions of school 
l eade r sh ip”  when  the 
principal was away.

She added her hire is 
another sign the district’s 

p o l i c y  o f  d e v e l o p i n g 
leadership from within is 
paying off.

“It’s just really exciting 
when somebody within the 
district exemplifies that 
leadership potential and 
strength,” says Taylor. “We 
had a strong competition and 
Jaime was certainly the most 
well-suited candidate, and 
we are very excited to see 
her stay in the district and do 
this work.”
Fauquier sale eases 
forward

They say it’s not over 
until the paperwork is done 
– and that’s certainly true 
of a plan to sell off some 
unneeded property in the 
district.

After five years of work, 
the light may be at the end of 
the tunnel for subdividing the 
Fauquier School property into 
two lots.

In November 2020, the 
Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure granted 
f ina l  approval  on  the 
subdivision. Unfortunately, 
the next step in the process 
has taken months to get 
underway.

Finally, in mid-April, 
MOTI got the documentation 
up online for the required 90-
day public review period.

“This has been a very 
long process – more than five 
years! One day soon, it will 
be done, but not quite yet, 
and not for want of trying!,” 
Taylor reported to the board.

Taylor said they hope the 
final approval will be granted 
by July. 

The board plans to divide 
the former school property 

into two lots and complete 
the work to ensure the school 
building lot remains for use by 
the community of Fauquier. 
The second lot will be sold 
off, with proceeds going into 
district reserves.
Burton logging 
access

Residents of Burton will 
have their chance next week 
to weigh in on a logging 
company’s request to access 
their logging area through the 
district’s property in Burton.

A public meeting on 
Stella-Jones’ request to have 
road access for their logging 
operation from Burton School 
grounds will be held in the 
community on July 7.

The logging company has 
rights to log in the area, but 
a route through a corner of 
the Burton school property 
offers the best access for some 
blocks. The board would 
receive a “modest” fee for 
granting the access, Taylor 
says.

The board has already put 
a call-out for public comment, 
and has received four letters in 
response – only one opposed.

Taylor says the intent of 
the public consultation is not 
to consult on whether logging 
proceeds or not, which is not 
in the board’s purview.

“Stella-Jones has a right to 
log the property surrounding 
the school district’s, which 
inc ludes  a  number  o f 
watershed areas, so whether 
the district grants access 
through its property or not, the 
logging is going to continue. 
That’s not up to the school 
district, that’s an agreement 
between a logging company 

and the government,” says 
Taylor. “We are consulting 
with our community and 
public in whether it is in 
the public interest for that 
property to potentially afford 
road access.”

The July 7 meeting will be 
held at the gym in the Burton 
School at 7 pm. The board 
will collect the information 
and write a report for trustees. 
They’ll come to a decision on 
whether to grant the access 
across their property at a 
special meeting on July 22.
Accounting error

The school district has 
had to reimburse the Ministry 
of Education for students it 
received double the funding 
for during the pandemic.

“Across the province, 
due to the large number of 
students transferring from 
brick and mortar schools 
to DL [Distance Learning] 
schools across the province 
during the pandemic, some 
students were inadvertently 
claimed for funding twice,” 
says Taylor.

In SD 10, they counted 
five students twice for both 
the high school and distance 
program. That has the ministry 
clawing back $15,000 from 
the district.
Reserve funding for 
buses

The district’s trustees 
have decided to be a bit 
conservative with their 
purchase of three new school 
buses for the district.

Announced last month, 
the district plans to buy three 
electric buses. But they had to 
decide how to pay for them.

Rather than borrowing 
money, they’ve opted to use 
the district’s healthy capital 
reserve fund to pay for the 
vehicles. It was tempting 
though, as the Province is 
offering districts low-interest 
loans for e-bus purchases. 
The new buses will help 
the district meet its carbon-
reduction targets.

In the end, the trustees 
voted to use their reserves 
from the sale of an old 
property 20 years ago to buy 
the vehicles.

“All three buses have 
been ordered, and the board… 
felt that they could approve it 
unanimously,” says Taylor. 
“Part of the board’s rationale, 
was, rather than this very 
low-interest loan… it was 
preferable not to be borrowing 
money.”

The board set aside 
$200,000 in capital reserves 
to fund up to three electric 
buses, though the final bill 
is expected to be somewhat 
under that amount.
International 
students

The school district is 

looking for parents willing to 
host international students in 
the new school year.

After COVID put the 
International Education 
Program on hiatus in 2020, 
the district is again partnering 
with School Distr ict  8 
Kootenay Lake to host up to 
five students from Italy and 
Germany in the new school 
year.

SD 8 will recruit the 
international students, market 
the program abroad and 
also hire a local homestay 
coordinator. 

The district held a Zoom 
meeting on June 17 for 
interested parents. Families 
will be paid $900 a month 
for providing room and board 
and a great place to call home 
for our international students. 
Farewell to Taylor

How do you summarize 
nearly 40 years of working 
in the education system in 
the Arrow Lakes region? 
How about with a quote from 
Winnie the Pooh?

“How lucky I am to have 
something that makes saying 
goodbye so hard,” wrote 
Taylor in her final item in her 
final superintendent’s report 
to the board.

Taylor is retiring after 38 
years with the district, the 
last eight being the leader 
of the district. She’s being 
replaced by her assistant 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  P e t e r 
Dubinsky.

Looking back on her 
career, Taylor says she’s proud 
of her accomplishments, 
especially in working to meet 
the SD 10 motto, ‘World 
Class Learning in a Rural 
Environment.’

Taylor told the Valley 
Voice she’s happy with how 
she’s leaving the district.

“ I  f e e l  h o n e s t l y  I 
am leaving the district in 
incredibly good hands,” she 
says. “Peter will do a great job 
as my successor. And we’re 
in incredibly good shape – 
financial shape, policies and 
protocols, all the things we 
have accomplished together 
as a team.

“It’s bittersweet. I love the 
school district and this space. 
I will miss a lot of the magic 
of what happens in K-12.”

Taylor  a l so  gave  a 
glimpse of her life post-
SD 10: she’ll be mentoring 
and coaching at Vancouver 
Island University’s Masters 
in Education Leadership 
program, and working at 
the West Kootenay Teacher 
Education Program of UBC 
– something she’s been doing 
for over a decade. She’s also 
finishing off her doctorate, so 
she’ll be quite busy. 

Taylor’s last day with the 
school district is July 30. 
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SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

OUTDOOR YOGA
IN THE

KOHAN GARDEN
with 

JEREMY
monday•wednesday•friday

july-august
8-9 am

$10-$15 donation

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Annoying helicopters

The RDCK is complaining about 
helicopter noise pollution to its 
federal representatives. Directors 
voted to forward a letter of complaint 
about noisy logging operations using 
helicopters that disturbed the peace 
and quiet of New Denver for two 
weeks in May.

“This constant and intermittent 
‘Thump, Thump, Thump’ of the 
helicopter blades under high load 
would wake me and my family up 
every morning as it could be heard 
inside our home,” wrote Rayn Butt-
Grau and the Kosling family. “If we 
ventured outside, we could feel the 
vibrations in our chest, and at times 
verbal communication was difficult.”

The long hours of the log-moving 
operation, including over the May 
long weekend, seemed excessive to 
the letter writers – and the RDCK 
board. 

“As a resident of New Denver, 
I can speak to the veracity of this 
letter,” said Director Colin Moss. 
“I can assure you most of it is bang 
on. This was an industrial-sized 
helicopter under heavy load… many 
New Denver area residents are very 
upset.

“This was another surface 
mining claim sold to a ‘rip-and run’ 
logging company who showed no 
regard for existing noise bylaws, did 
not confer with local government and 
with the price of timber, residents are 
now wondering where and when this 
is happening again,” he continued. 

Right now, however, the RDCK 
can do little to limit helicopter 
noise, as it is governed by federal 
regulation.

Directors voted to forward the 
complaint to local Members of 
Parliament, with a supporting letter 
asking higher governments to come 

RDCK board, June 17: Helicopter noise complaint forwarded to MPs
up with noise abatement procedures 
and other regulations for helicopter 
operations as suggested in the letter 
of complaint.
ALR subdivision okayed 
to move to next step

A Krestova couple have cleared 
a big hurdle in getting their land 
subdivided.

Peter and Amy Grumme have 
two homes on their Krestova Lower 
Road property, and want to divide 
it into two separate lots – one a .2 
hectare, the other 4.5 hectares.

The Province isn’t usually keen 
to subdivide farm lots, as it increases 
their potential improvement value 
and makes them unaffordable 
for farmers in the future. But the 
Grummes had a solution.

“The applicant is willing to 
register covenants on the titles of the 
newly created properties that would 
restrict the number of dwellings 
to one single-family dwelling per 
property should the subdivision be 
successful,” a report to the Rural 
Affairs Committee (RAC) from staff 
noted. “The farmable portion of the 
property would remain intact.”

With that assurance and the fact 
the Grummes’ land is pretty marginal 
agriculturally, staff recommended 
the proposal be approved to be 
forwarded to the Agricultural Land 
Commission for a ruling.
Facelift for Lardeau 
Regional Park 

The regional park in Lardeau 
is getting some upgrades. This 
year and next, the plan is to install 
washrooms, signage, pathways, 
benches, picnic tables and bearproof 
garbage receptacles. The parking lot 
is being readjusted for better boat 
trailer parking and the parking area in 
the riparian area has been removed. 
The cost of these upgrades comes to 
$70,000, which will be paid for in 
Community Works (gas tax) funding, 

taxation, in-kind contributions and 
other grants. 

The RDCK has a management 
plan for the park, which was 
developed in consultation with the 
community. The plan outlines many 
improvements, to be implemented in 
phases over a few years.
Tackling invasive 
species

The RDCK is going to take an 
improved approach to tackling the 
problem of invasive species.

The board received the draft 
Regional Invasive Species Strategy 
from the Central Kootenay Invasive 
Species Society, and directed 
staff to create a proposal for an 
implementation plan.

Staff said that any response 
should first focus on Regional 
District-owned and leased lands 
and facilities. They said an inventory 
and assessment of RDCK properties 
would be a critical next step to 
determine the extent of the problem 
and inform the development of a 
response plan.

Staff will spend the next few 
months developing a response plan 
to bring back to the board, with an 
eye to starting work on the issue in 
the spring of 2022.
Financial reporting

The board approved its Statement 
of Financial Information to submit 
to the provincial government. The 
report outlines the RDCK’s spending 
and revenues, but the public is 
mostly interested in the glimpse it 
gives into the salaries of the regional 
government’s leadership.

Area H Director Walter Popoff 
is the top-earning regular director 
on the board, making $64,553 last 
year for sitting on various boards 
and committees. Board Chair Aimee 
Watson was the biggest earning 
politician overall. Her work as both 
director, board chair, and sitting on 

a number of other related boards 
netting her $89,457. 

Among the  h ighes t -pa id 
employees of the RDCK include 
CAO Stuart Horn, who earned 
$262,163 in salary and benefits. 
Other top earners include General 
Manager of Community Services 
Joe Chirico ($145,098), General 
Manager of Development and 
Community Sustainability Initiatives 
Sangita Sudan ($147,082) and 
General Manager of Environmental 
Services Uli Wolf ($145,926). 
The vast majority of RDCK staff, 
however, make about $70-80,000 
annually.
Cell phone study 
reschedule

In what’s becoming a regular 
event, a proposal to study the 
feasibility of the RDCK providing a 
cell phone tower to enhance service 
in Areas H and I has been delayed 
once again. Directors Andy Davidoff 
and Walter Popoff asked the board to 
defer the feasibility study – expected 
to cost about $30,000 – for another 
several months. The directors plan 
to launch the study if the current 
cell service providers don’t take 
advantage of federal programs 
themselves to build infrastructure to 
serve the Pass Creek and southern 
Slocan Valley. 

It’s the third time the study’s 
been delayed at the board level. The 
board will revisit the issue again in a 
few months to see if the big telecoms 
have moved on the issue.
Waving the flag

At least one former resident 
of the RDCK thinks the Regional 
District should up its game when 
it comes to flying the nation’s flag.

“I respectfully request that the 
RDCK install flags at its buildings, 

part icularly the head off ice 
on Lakeside Drive in Nelson,” 
Anitra Winje, a former RDCK 
employee, wrote to the board. 
“Flags help residents identify their 
public buildings, including local 
governments. They are symbols of 
public service, history and pride.” 
She went on to say that flags “enable 
an organization to communicate 
leadership, solidarity and mourning.”

That comes to mind now as 
governments recognize the children 
whose bodies have been found 
at residential schools across the 
country.

The board received Winje’s letter 
as information.

Wide Spot: 
Fresh new hell
by Therese DesCamps

The line “What fresh new hell 
is this?” was famously coined by 
the American critic Dorothy Parker 
when her writing was interrupted 
by the telephone. There’s something 
deeply true captured by Parker’s 
flippant phrase, that oh-so-human 
experience of feeling overwhelmed 
by one calamity while still in the 
throes of previous one.

I prefer numbness to fresh hells, 
myself. My youthful love affair 
with alcohol was all about not-
feeling. Suffering simply sent me 
reeling (usually toward a drink). 
Even decades later, I find it hard 
to stay present to discomfort and 
distress, whether it belongs to me 
or someone else.

If you’ve been awake for the last 
month – or the last few years, for 
that matter – it’s hard not to echo 
Parker. Start with global climate 
change; add in forest fires, drought, 
and extinctions; pour on COVID 
and homophobia; season with 
anti-black, anti-Indigenous, anti-

Muslim, anti-Asian racism; shake 
together with economic inequity. 
Voilà! Fresh new hells, everywhere!

Numbness, of course, is always 
an option. But my expert opinion, 
acquired through a lifetime of 
testing, is that oblivion doesn’t solve 
anything in the long run. A break is 
necessary, for sure; but when you 
opt for long-term unconsciousness, 
you end up living a half-dead life.

Another thought: even having 
the option to tune out is a matter 
of privilege. The option to ignore 
difficult issues relies on my social 
location. Change the colour of 
my skin, my parents, the size of 
my bank account, the faith of my 
childhood, the country of my origin, 
or my gender orientation, and I am 
sentenced to living life on full alert. 
Numbness is dangerous.

Today, my pondering leads 
to the unmarked graves at the 
Kamloops and Marieval Residential 
Schools, and the murder of the 
Muslim family in Ontario. If you’re 
a privileged person like me, you 
might have wondered what you 
could possibly do. Privilege doesn’t 
necessarily translate into feeling 
powerful; many of us feel helpless 

to change things.
There’s a phrase, “If they can 

live it, I can bear witness to it.” It 
means that the least we can do for 
each other is to see what the other 
has been required to live through. 
It’s not about getting emotional, it’s 
not about fixing, and it’s not about 
guilt. Witnessing is a way of saying 
“Yes, what you’re feeling, that’s 
true.” Witnessing is the first step 
toward change, for us personally and 
for the culture. 

Witnessing doesn’t involve 
asking, “What is it like to be 
(Indigenous, Muslim, Black, etc.)?” 
Our neighbours have more important 
things to do than to bring out their 
personal pain for show and tell. 
There are many places to learn. 
Here are a few suggestions. ‘In 
Plain Sight,’ the 2020 BC Health 
Care report on discrimination. The 
TRC. Valarie Kaur, Revolutionary 
Love. Resmaa Menakem, My 
Grandmother ’s Hands .  From 
the Ashes, Jesse Thistle. Richard 
Wagamese, Indian Horse. The free 
online course at the University of 
Alberta, ‘Indigenous Canada.’

If others can live it, I can bear 
witness to it.



The Valley Voice   July 1, 2021   10 COMMUNITY

Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Please wear a 
mask in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually. 
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 11:30 am  Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every 
week from 3 pm. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for check-in and reser-
vations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.com; 
Facebookkaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your 
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to 
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:00 pm. We have cool Spring/
Summer ‘21 fashions from Nomads, Abaka, Effort’s, as well as OÖM & 
Message Factory, our bookshelves and card racks are brimming, and 
as always we carry lots of unique items from local artisans. Thanks for 
shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! 250-358-2178; RavensNest-
BC@gmail.com; RavensNestBC.com; and on Facebook.

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Spring hours Wednesday-Saturday 9:30-2:30
Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784 

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers. 
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-
226-7744. 
We offer a $10 local ship rate, orders over $75 are shipped free. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via 
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details

submitted
A key milestone has been 

reached in the project to build a 
new, state-of-the-art library in 
Kaslo.

“We are thrilled to have 
completed payments for the site 
in an ideal location in downtown 
Kaslo. We can now ‘burn the 
mortgage’ on the land, and focus 
fundraising on planning and 
building the new library,” said 
Anne Heard, Kaslo and District 
Public Library board chair.

The KDPL board has worked 
closely with the Village of Kaslo 
to relocate the library, currently on 
the ground floor of City Hall, which 
is just one-third of the ideal size to 
serve the needs of the community 
and region.

Kaslo library board completes land payments for new library
The parcel of fully serviced, 

open land at the corner of Front 
and Fifth Streets was purchased 
in September 2020 by the Village 
of Kaslo using reserve funds, on 
the condition that the Columbia 
Basin Trust (CBT) would provide 
a $180,000 Land Acquisition Grant 
covering 60% of the cost, and the 
remaining 40% be raised by the 
KDPL board through fundraising 
projects, donations and other grants.

As provincial library legislation 
does not allow library associations 
to own land or buildings, the 
Village of Kaslo will own the land 
and new building, and the library 
will lease.

The highest-profile event so 
far in the campaign was an online 
auction in the spring of 2021, 

where more than 100 donated 
items and a strong volunteer team 
helped to raise $26,700 (after 
expenses) through item bids and 
additional cash donations. These 
funds, along with $90,300 in 
individual donations and a $3,000 
grant from the Community Fund 
of North Kootenay Lake Society 
(CFNKLS), enabled the KDPL 
board to complete repayment of 
their $120,000 commitment to the 
Village. 

“We heartily thank the Village 
of Kaslo for a strong and healthy 
partnership, as well as CBT and 
CFNKLS for ongoing support. 
Many thanks also to our fundraising 
committee and auction volunteers, 
as well as donors, who range from 
individual private donors to groups 

and businesses, local and beyond,” 
said Board Chair Heard.

“The Village is pleased with the 
public’s interest in the new library, 
which allowed for the prompt 
completion of the first phase of this 
project,” said Kaslo Mayor Suzan 
Hewat. “The Village appreciates 
and values its partnership with the 
KDPL board to improve library 
services for our residents.”

In addition to Village of 
Kaslo residents, the library serves 
Regional District of Central 
Kootenay Area D residents, in a 
vast service area of 5,786 square 
km. Much of the volunteer support 
and donations have come from 
residents of Area D.

Updates on the new library 
project are regularly posted on the 

library website (kaslo.bc.libraries.
coop) and the community bulletin 
board at the new library site.
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Judicial Abuse of Power 
In the May 6th, 2021 edition 
of the Valley Voice I wrote a 
letter to the editor regarding a 
petition to Parliament to improve 
accountability of judges. This 
petition might disappear and never 
be presented to Parliament as the 
sponsor of the petition recently 
crossed the floor and joined the 
Liberal Party.

My involvement began when I 
witnessed criminal acts by lawyers 
and judges. A lawyer created a 
fraudulent court order. I requested 
that he correct his error but he 
refused. I presented the matter 
with the transcript at Trial to prove 
the fraud.

The judge called the 
Plaintiff to the stand, 
requested perjury to protect 
the lawyer’s fraud, and 
preferred that testimony, 
over the transcript.

The Canadian Judicial Council 
(CJC) was established in 1971 
following the Landreville inquiry 
where criminal activity by a Judge 
was alleged. The CJC’s role was 
to improve the system of justice 
and ensure that improper conduct 
met with proper discipline. In my 
complaint to the CJC the Chief 
Justice of the Quebec Supreme 
Court found nothing wrong with 
the conduct of the Judge, and 
dismissed the matter. I requested 
that the decision be reviewed by 
Parliament and they refused.

The CJC claims that their word 
is above the law. We have the Rule 
of Law and the Charter of Rights 
to prevent this abuse of power 
historically claimed by dictators. 
Their decision contradicts the rules 
that the CJC determined for their 
own conduct.

“ I s  t h e  c o n d u c t 
alleged so manifestly and 
profoundly destructive of 
the concept of impartiality, 
integrity and independence 
of the judicial role, that 
public confidence would be 
sufficiently undermined to 
render the judge incapable 
of executing the judicial 
office?”

and 
“Judicial independence 

exists for the benefit of the 
judged, not the judges. It 
is therefore to be assessed 
from the perspective of the 
reasonable observer and in 
light of the public interests 
it is meant to serve.”

A Judge that cannot determine 
the priority of evidence when 
presented with the transcript 
cannot be trusted with our rights, 
our finances, our lives, and our 
children. The Charter of Rights 

is an empty promise, our right 
to Appeal is arbitrary, and the 
foundation of Democracy is 
destroyed.

I  made  the  appropr ia te 
complaints to the BC Law Society 
about the conduct of the lawyers 
involved in the case. In addition to 
fraud a lawyer refused to comply 
with a court order to provide 
monthly trust account statements, 
admitted the crime in writing, and 
requested mercy. The complaint 
was dismissed, but written reasons 
for their decision were refused, 
contravening their governing 
statute.

I made a Charter of 
Rights claim in March 
2020

S e c t i o n  2 4 ( 1 )  o f 
t h e  C h a r t e r  r e a d s :  
“Anyone whose rights or freedoms, 
as guaranteed by this Charter, have 
been infringed or denied may 
apply to a court of competent 
jurisdiction to obtain such remedy 
as the court considers appropriate 
and just in the circumstances.”

Since Parliament offers the 
only method for removal of a 
judge I wrote 

“The only Court of 
competent jurisdiction to 
judge the judges who judge 
the judges is Parliament. 
I have currently lost most 
of my legal rights except 
obviously my right to life 
but I am in fear of losing 
that. I am hereby applying 
to Parliament for the 
protection of my charter of 
rights. Obviously urgency 
is of prime importance.”

In November 2020 I wrote to 

the office of the Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau and received a reply 
from the Minister of Justice in 
February 2021 where he regretted 
the delay in his response, claimed 
he was bound by the decision of 
the CJC, told me he is not able to 
provide legal advice to the public, 
and to get legal advice from a 
lawyer. But on the Ministry of 
Justice website they state:

“The Minister is not bound by 
the CJC’s recommendation; the 
option to seek a judge’s removal 
by Parliament exists whether or 
not the CJC recommends that 
the judge be removed.....If the 
question of removal is to be 
put before Parliament, it is the 
Minister who does so. It is open 
to the Minister to put the question 
to Parliament or to decline to do 
so. Like all acts of an Attorney 
General, the Minister’s discretion 
in that regard is constrained by 
the constitutional obligation to 
act in good faith, objectively, 
independently and with a view to 
safeguarding the public interest.”

I attempted to get legal advice 
on the matter from lawyers but 
received few replies. The alternate 
to silence was “we are not taking 
on new clients at this time”, “it 
is not my area of expertise”, and 
“Given the information in your 
email I am not able to assist you 
now or in the future.”

The Canada Revenue Service 
through the RCMP served me with 
a notification alleging that I had 
not complied with the Income Tax 
Act and threatened imprisonment 
unless I attended court. I informed 
the court of the problem presented 
by the CJC’s letter as it affected 
my security of the person and pled 
Not Guilty.

I reported the conduct of the 

Minister of Justice to the RCMP 
anti-corruption squad in early 
2020 failing in his duty to protect 
the public and the charter. Their 
response was “we will destroy 
evidence”. I requested that the 
RCMP stop arresting the public 
whilst our rights were not being 
respected by the Courts. No reply.

I  was  reminded  o f  the 
presence of the Commissioner 
of Parliamentary Ethics by the 
SNC-Lavelin corruption scandal. 
I alleged to the Commissioner 
that the Minister of Justice is 
attempting to improperly protect 
the investigation of lawyers 
and judges and in April 2021 
they accepted the complaint. 
At the pre-trial hearing on May 
20th, 2021 I requested protection 
of my right to life. My drivers 
licence and passport had been 
removed by the government and 
in this time of business closures 
by Covid and without the CERB 
benefits, I needed food to eat 
so that I could survive to trial. 
DENIED. The Judge made it 
clear he was not interested in 
legal rights and intended to deny 
everything. I face the possibility 
of being incarcerated for up to a 
year as well as a hundred thousand 
dollars in fines. The stress of 
course is intolerable and abusive. 
In the CRA’s notes on my file they 
include statements like “non-cap 
losses will reduce this to NIL, 
leaving no tax potential”

Judges claim a right 
to ignore everything we 
say, to solicit perjury and 
plant that evidence at 
trial to protect lawyers. 
The BC Law Society does 
not discipline lawyers 

for criminal conduct. 
The Canadian Judicial 
Council refuses to submit 
complaints to Parliament. 
The Minister of Justice 
is protecting lawyers and 
judges breaking the law.

In  1999 the conduct  of 
Judge Shaw was debated in 
Parliament after he dismissed 
a self-represented accused of 
possession and distributing child 
pornography. The Judge protected 
him by claiming he had a “freedom 
of expression”. The Minister 
of Justice argued in Parliament 
for the justice system to self-
regulate and Judge Shaw was not 
disciplined but left on the bench 
where three years later in my case 
he completed his destruction of the 
Charter. Shaw did “retire” soon 
after but not before the Canadian 
Judicial Council protected and 
approved his conduct.

Quotes from the debate 
in Parliament:

“We want people like Mr. 
Shaw to know that Canadians 
d o  n o t  r e s p e c t  h i m ,  t h a t 
parliament does not respect him,” 
“Our citizens, men and women 
and children, are at risk because 
o f  t h i s  j udge ’s  dec i s i on . ” 
“The courts are already dismissing 
charges as a result of the present 
ruling.”

“Who is on the hook 
if a judge screws up? It 
is  the Prime Minister 
and the justice minister” 
“we  see  the  u l t imate 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a 
completely unencumbered, 
unaccountable judiciary.”

“The whole issue of trusting the 
judicial process to address this tragic 
situation is wrong.”

“If we are ever going to send 
a message to the judiciary that 
parliamentary supremacy over 
legislation is meaningful, and if the 
public at large is going to receive that 
message as well, there is no better 
time to use this than at a time when 
something so offends the common 
sensibilities of people.”

You can view the evidence 
and more details at www.
fundamentaljustice.com 
Please write a letter of support 
to fundamentaljustice@
gmail.com

P r o t e c t  Y O U R 
democratic rights and 
provide witness by 
attending the Nakusp 
Court at the Nakusp 
Arena at 9:30 am on 
July 15th, 2021. Your 
participation will make 
a difference.

Improve the accountability of judges in Canada

Page sponsor Trevor Holsworth believes that we need mechanisms to hold judges accountable to the rule of law and the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
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Don’t be afraid to take a big step if 
one is indicated; you can’t cross a 
chasm in two small jumps.

– David Lloyd George

Best of Luck,
graduates!

GROCERIES/ORGANICS/LOTTO/LIQUOR

Congratulations Graduates!

As you make your way in 
the world, never forget 
where you came from...

Walter 
Popoff

Director,
Area H, RDCK
(Slocan Valley)

Congratulations 
to the Mt. Sentinel 

graduating class of  
2021. May you be 

successful in all your 
future endeavours!

Congratulations 
to all the 2021 

Graduates! Good 
Luck from all of us 
at Emery Herbals.

5729 HWY 6 WINLAW 
250 226 7744

Congratulations
Class of

2021 on your
success!

For a good life, try to get 
the best education 
you can 
get!

The Maple 
Leaf Store
Crescent Valley

250-359-7996

You 
did 
it!

Front Row: Aur Hager, Deity Daunheimer, Calla DeRosa, Tala MacDonald, Willow Graywood, Rhythm Mountain Dream, Morgan Koorbatoff, Lucas Prong, Andreas Tarasoff, Xander Schmidt. Second row: Adriana Wilson, Justice Watson, Annabelle 
Hardy, Taya Gilbert, Maria Maier, Violet Eby, Lauryn Berlinger, Chicayla Thompson, Julian Barkman, Treson Smith. Third row: Oshi Spring, Makalu Babott, Daniela Sirois, Grace Girling, Alexandra Haddow, Sara St. Goddard, Stella Warthe, Jasmine 
Uppal, Mya Verbaan, Joe McNeil, Dylan Smith. Back Row: Ti Loran, Michael Hennelly, Aaron Spurge, Noah Chernoff, Austin Lock, Jesse Verigin, Hart Twitty, Orin Miller, Adrian Buller, Ayden Harvey. Missing: Braydon Heaney, Lexie LeBeau-Minor.
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Congratulations
to the

Class of 2021!

Slocan 
Valley 
Co-op

wishes the 2021 Graduating 
Class every success!

Slocan • 250-355-2433

Congratulations to
The Mount Sentinel Class

of 2021
and best wishes for
your future from

250-226-7339

Passmore
Laboratory
Drinking water testing

Congratulations 
to the 2021 
Graduating 

Class of 
Mt. Sentinel 
Secondary 

School

Make us proud 
as you make 

your way in the 
world!

Frog Peak Café
250-359-7261

Crescent Valley

Best of 
luck, 

Mount 
Sentinel

graduates

www.billsheavyduty.ca
@billsheavyduty

Congratulations 
and best 

wishes to the 
graduating classes 

of 2021!

2021

by Joe McNeil and Makalu Babott
Jeez, Mak, those six years have 

gone by pretty fast.
Yeah, Joe, it’s weird to think that 

we used to look like the grade 7s. I 
wasn’t even thinking about this day 
six years ago.

Yeah, me too. But things did go 
differently than I thought it could go.

Yeah, we’ve been through a lot. 
I definitely didn’t want to do sport 
sciences at UBCO when I was in 
grade 7 – I wanted to be a YouTuber.

I did too!
Well, Joe, it seems we got our 

wish because this is being streamed 
live on YouTube!

Yeah, it is, isn’t it?
You know what grad makes me 

think of, Joe? It makes me think 
about all the things we did and all 
the memories we made throughout 
the years.

Yeah, remember back when we 
were in Foods class?

Yeah, and you sat on our bananas 
that one time.

It’s been years. Stop holding that 
against me.

It was so funny, though. You got 
it everywhere.

Yeah, I know. That class was one 
of the first times that I got to know 
the other people in my grad class. It 
was a really good time, except for the 
times when we messed up the food.

But when we messed up the 
food, it was a team effort. It wasn’t 
like we put all the blame on one 
person. Except for the banana thing, 
of course. That was all you.

Speaking of team effort, Mak, 
did you know that for six years, our 
assorted sports teams have played 

Mount Sentinel Valedictorian speech
in many different tournaments, and 
they didn’t do too bad.

We started off strong in grades 
7 and 8, with girls back-to-back 
volleyball wins at West Kootenay 
zones.

Oh yeah, then in 2019, both 
boys and girls volleyball teams won 
Kootenay zones, and got fourth in 
provincials.

And although they only got 
fourth, that’s still a fantastic feat.

And it was all thanks to the 
coaching of Joe Moreira and Glen 
Campbell. Speaking of, there have 
been so many excellent teachers 
that have inspired their students to 
be greater.

Like Mr. Simpson.
Oh yeah, me and Brian were 

such good friends, we were on a first 
name basis. Or Mrs. Wicke, formerly 
Miss Anderton.

I remember a couple of days 
before she left, me, Michael and 
Tim made a film commemorating 
her, called ‘Bye-Bye Ba-nando.’ She 
played a banana.

That sounds adorable.
It was. And who could forget 

Danny Leeming?

Yep, Mr. Leeming taught me a 
lot, which is good, because that’s his 
job. Back in 2017, he and Heather 
Shippit created the Academy of 
Performance and Media.

And, if you don’t know what that 
is, it’s basically a class where the 
students learn how to make films, do 
theatre and other studies of the arts, 
all while learning basic academic 
courses like English, History and 
Law.

Academy has helped me in a lot 
of ways. It helped me realize what I 
wanted to do in the future, and helped 
me gain stronger friendships with 
the people in my class. Including 
Makalu.

That’s right, Joe. Remember 
when the class went to Vancouver in 
2019, and Dylan ate too much KFC 
and got very ill?

Leeming laughed so hard when 
he saw Dylan, he almost fell off the 

hotel balcony. How about when Jacy 
Schindel took us to Kaslo to film a 
documentary about boats?

I sure do! That was one cool 
boat! And although we didn’t make 
the best film, we learned a lot and 
had fun doing it along the way.

We sure did, Mak. That was 
probably one of my favourite group 
projects. 

You know, Joe, even though 
continued on page 14
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

PETRICHOR:
the scent of rain on dry soil. The aroma 
derives from an oil exuded by some 
plants and absorbed by clay-based 
soils and rocks. That oil is released 
during rainfall along with geosmin, a 
by-product of actinobacteria microor-
ganisms emitted by wet soil. When a 
raindrop is slow to land more aerosols 
are produced, thus the aroma is most 
common after light rains.

COMMUNITY

people sometimes rag on group 
projects, they can be a great way to 
bond with people, and make new 
friends. I think a great example of 

that would be the Green Team.
Oh absolutely, Mak! You 

know, this year, they successfully 
lobbied the district to begin a solar 
panel system that will be slowly 
introduced, and worked on by grads 
for years to come.

And although it took them about 
two years to do it, they were able 
to convince them, just in time for 
graduation!

Well then, Makalu, I’d say it’s 
time for some good old closing 
thoughts.

I’d say so, as well. How about 
you go first, Joe.

Okay. Well, six years ago, as 
previously mentioned, I had no 
idea what was going to happen 
in the future. And, over those six 
years, I’ve made some of the best 
friends a guy could have. I’ve been 
diagnosed with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, and I’ve been treated the 
same as everybody else. Six years 
ago, I didn’t think I was ever going 

to be friends with most of you, but 
now, I can safely say that we share 
a ‘friendship’ of sorts, and that 
means a lot to me. Thanks for all 
the memories.

Thanks, Joe. Well, it’s been a 
long six years, everyone. We’ve 
been through a lot and while things 
have been challenging, I think 
that’s brought us as a grad class a 
lot closer. Similar to Joe, when I 
started at Mount Sentinel, I could’ve 
never imagined all the memories 
and friends I would make along the 
way. Writing this speech was pretty 
hard for me, thinking back on all 
the amazing times I’ve had, but I’m 
excited to see what the future holds 
for all of us. And from the bottom 
of my heart, I’d like to say thanks to 
each and every one of you for making 
this the best grad year possible.

And from both of us, we hope 
you all have a prosperous future, and 
good luck in whatever you guys do.

Cats on 3: 1, 2, Cats!

continued from page 4

Mount Sentinel Valedictorian speech

Makalu Babott: Masonic Lodge 
Scholarship; Julian Barkman: 
Winlaw Elementary Alumni School 
Scholarship; Lauryn Berlinger: 
Kootenay-Slocan Lions Bursary, 
Heritage Credit Union Scholarship; 
Adrian Buller: Mountain Valley 
Station Bursary; Deity Daunheimer: 
MSS PVP Award, Kootenay Lake 
Health Care Auxiliary Scholarship, 
MSS PAC Bursary, Paul Poochachoff 
Memorial Award; Calla DeRosa: 
MSS Student Council Award, KSCU 
Community Foundation Bursary, 
Mt. Sentinel Service Award, Brent 
Kennedy Memorial Award; Violet 
Eby: Molly Hunt Bursary, SD 8 
Georgia Ethel McKeown Bursary; 
Taya Gilbert: Selkirk Paving Bursary; 
Alexandra Haddow: Columbia Power 
Corporation Bursary; Aur Hager: 
WE Graham PAC Bursary, Nelson & 
District Credit Union Student Spirit 
Award, Kootenay Co-op Member 
Scholarship, SD 8 District Authority 
Scholarship, MERCER CELGAR 
Scholarship, Columbia Basin Trust 
Youth Community Service Award, 

MSS Scholarships and Awards
Selkirk College David and Margaret 
Williams Scholarship; Annabelle 
Hardy: MSS PAC Bursary, Slocan 
Valley Legion Branch Bursary; Ayden 
Harvey: The Whole School Zack 
Harvey Memorial Scholarship; Michael 
Hennelly: McEwan & Company Law 
Corporation Scholarship; Morgan 
Koorbatoff: RDCK Community 
Services Bursary, Soharev-Sargent 
Bursary, Crescent Valley Fire 
Department Kyle Zarchikoff Memorial 
Bursary; Ti Loran: Slocan Valley Co-
operative Community Development 
Bursary, CBT Neil Muth Memorial 
Scholarship; Tala MacDonald: Loran 
Scholars Foundation Scholarship, 
Paul Poochachoff Memorial Award; 
Maria Maier: Selkirk College’s 
BOG Early Entrance Scholarship; 
Xander Schmidt: SD 8 District 
Authority Scholarship; Daniela Sirois: 
WE Graham PAC Bursary, SD 8 
District Authority Scholarship, CBT 
Youth Community Service Award, 
UVIC Excellence Scholarship, Paul 
Poochachoff Memorial Award, Ken 
Savinkoff Friendship Award; Dylan 

Smith: SD 8 District Authority 
Scholarship; Treson Smith: Brent 
Kennedy PAC Scholarship; Oshi 
Spring: Selkirk College Board 
of Governors  Early Entrance 
Scholarship, Selkirk College BC 
Lions Society Scholarship, MSS 
PAC Bursary, Nelson Rotary Circle 
Foundation Scholarship; Aaron 
Spurge: Slocan Valley Co-operative 
Community Development Bursary; 
Sara St. Goddard: Masonic Lodge 
Scholarship; Chicayla Thompson: SD 
8 Georgia Ethel McKeown Bursary, 
Heritage Credit Union Bursary; 
Hart Twitty: Aboriginal Education 
Award; Jasmine Uppal: SD 8 District 
Authority Scholarship; Mya Verbaan: 
Kootenay Lake PVP Award, SD 8 
Georgia Ethel McKeown Bursary, 
Paul Poochachoff Memorial Award; 
Justice Watson: Katrine Conroy 
Bursary; Adriana Wilson: Slocan 
Valley Legion Branch Bursary, SD 
8 District Authority Scholarship, 
UVIC Entrance Scholarship, Paul 
Poochachoff Memorial Award, Brent 
Kennedy Memorial Award.

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

submitted
New Denver’s Hidden Garden 

Gallery (HGG) is alive with artistic 
expression! The gallery’s red barn 
doors welcome visitors from 
near and far to savour the talents 
of regional artists. The season’s 
opening show, Linda Mennie’s 
‘Work in Progress’ wraps up on 
July 4. From July 6 to 11, Sydney 
Wigood’s ‘Dream Paintings’ 

Hidden Garden Gallery delivers vibrant art shows
collection quickly covers the walls. 
In the blink of an eye, the exhibit 
changes again, showcasing the 
paintings of Destanne Norris, July 
13-18. Artists will be in attendance 
during their shows. Coincidentally, 
the titles of Sydney and Destanne’s 
shows both reference dreams. But 
that’s as far as the similarities go. 

Sydney Wigood’s artistic 
talents cross many mediums. Her 

upcoming HGG exhibit is titled 
‘Dream Paintings.’ This collection 
reflects themes from a series of 
personal dreams and travels. Each 
colourful and intricate painting is a 
collage of sorts, requiring months 
of dreaming to complete. Come 
see how restorative sleeps can 
provide the fodder for creative 
expression. Sydney invites you to 
join her as she sits her July 6-11 
show.

Destanne Norris’ ‘Dream Time’ 
runs July 13-18. Her exhibition is 
a combination of acrylic paintings 

and painted wooden cutouts. 
This body of new work made 
specifically for New Denver’s 
Hidden Garden Gallery has evolved 
from paintings made earlier this 
year where brightly coloured 
shapes, gestural brush work and 
movement predominated. The 
acrylic paintings are landscapes, 
in a way like dreamscapes, derived 
from imagination, memory and 
intuition. Norris’ paintings have 
been exhibited in Canada and 
Australia in public, university 
and artist-run galleries. Her 

paintings have been sold through 
commercial galleries and directly 
to many national and international 
private collectors, as well as  
corporate and public collections.

Norris is also facilitating a 
Hike and Sketching workshop 
on Monday, July 19 through the 
Slocan Lake Arts Council.

Visit the Hidden Garden 
Galley at 112 Slocan Avenue, New 
Denver. Look for the big white 
barn across from the Village office. 
Gallery hours are 10 am-3 pm, 
Tuesdays-Sundays. All welcome! 
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Kaslo Class of 2021: Danny Price, Noah Light, Kenya Blouin, Conner Chambers, Madigan McNabb, Kepler Zuk, Brett Car, Colton Hawes, Joseph Surina, Blue Vaselli, Emma LeCouffe, Tyler Konowalchuk, Rasa Knoll, Haeven Bellefeuille, Onawa Knoll, Hawa Knoll
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Kaslo Building 
Supplies
250-353-7628

Congratulations 
and Best Wishes 
to the 
J. V. Humphries 
Class of 2021!

Congratulations 
Grads

Go confidently in the 
directions of your 

dreams

Congratulations Grads 
and best wishes for your 

future!

willowhomegallery.com
KASLO

We are proud of the 
entire graduating 

class of 2021

Congratulations
Graduates!

Live 
healthy, 
shine bright

JV HUMPHRIES GRAD

Congratulations Grad 2021!!!

Best wishes to 
all of our Grads!

Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566
figmentscanada.com

— Open every day —

Congratulations 
to the Class of 

2021!

Class of 2021, the 
future is yours.

Rise to meet 
every challenge.

 Congratulations from 
Kaslo Masonic 

Lodge #25

The Sky is the 
limit, Graduates!

Set your sights 
high

Front Street 
Market

Kaslo, BC

Congratulations, 
graduates! 

From the crew at 
Woodbury’s and 

JB’s Pub

May you be guided by 
your heart, inspired 
by your dreams and 
motivated by your 
knowledge. All the 
best!

Aimee Watson
Director Area D

RDCK

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2021!

Toll-free: 1-888-244-3977

Congratulations to 
the J.V. Humphries 
graduating class 

of 2021!

Congratulations & Congratulations & 
best wishes to the 2021 best wishes to the 2021 

Graduating Class of Graduating Class of 
J. V. Humphries School!J. V. Humphries School!

Congratulations 
Graduates!
Never forget where 

you came from!

Congratulations, 
Graduates!

403 Front Street • Kaslo, BC

Supporting your 
health & wellness

Kaslo, Castlegar & New Denver 
Community Pharmacy

250-353-2224

by Emma LeCouffe and Kepler Zuk
Good afternoon graduates, 

esteemed faculty, students, and 
families. We are honoured to be 
standing up here today representing 
the Graduating Class of 2021. Thank 
you to our peers and teachers for 
celebrating this momentous occasion 
with us, and thank you to our families 
for voluntarily joining us from the 
comfort of their cramped, sweaty 
vehicles to watch us receive the most 
important paper of our lives to date. 
We sure worked hard for it.

Graduates, whether you’ve been 
here since kindergarten singing songs 
about a Purple Stew with Mrs. Lynch, 
or you’ve just joined us this spring 
from a faraway land where they eat 
lots of pasta, we have treasured the 
journey that has brought us all here 
today. Graduation is a time to reflect on 
the past and be proud of how far we’ve 
come. I remember our primary days 
that were filled with song, show-and-
tell, Maypole dances and dam building 
in the forest. And then came our days 
in the intermediate where we argued 
over four-square, competed in house 
games every week, received push-ups 
when we misbehaved and watched a 
plethora of Simon’s Cat videos. And 
then came our first day of high school. 
We sat timidly in Ms. Holland’s 
classroom calculating the odds of 
making it through the first of her many 
lectures before the next ice age. From 
our seats we heard bellows from the 
classroom across the hall and quickly 
discovered that Mr. Einer loved to add 
dramatic flair between his discussions 
of dead rats on strings. And today, we 
graduate. We will cherish all of the 
memories that we made over the years 
as our time together comes to an end.

Ever since our class entered high 
school in grade 8, we have all taken 
part in bringing back something 
that was missing in the secondary, 
enriching its environment. I am 
honoured to be part of a class that 
has taken so much initiative. Every 
single grad had something unique to 
offer that will leave a long-lasting 
impression on the school community.

Haeven: You designed a beautiful 
logo for our grad hoodies. Kenya: You 

JV Humphries Valedictorian Address
sprinkled our hallways with posters of 
positive messages and inspiration for a 
hopeful future. Brett: You dominated 
in every single sport the school threw 
at you. Conner: You never stopped 
making us laugh with your nonchalant 
comedy. Colt: You put everyone to 
shame with your glorious, ginger 
locks. Hawa: You nurtured our one 
and only grad lounge plant until its 
final days. Onawa: You made us smile 
in your countless roles as an old person 
in our drama classes. Rasa: You had 
some magical power to make our class 
shut up in any situation. Tyler: You 
built many shop projects to spice up 
the Grad lounge. Noah: You fueled 

the flames of many classroom debates 
with your wit and passion. Madi: 
You dedicated many hours to help 
younger students with their academics. 
Danny: You never failed to dress to 
impress and charmed us all with your 
magnificent accent. Joe: You blessed 
our ears with the musical tones of your 
epic bass guitar while we finished 
overdue assignments for Ms. T. Blue: 
You lit up every room with your smile 
and bubbly personality. 

I am very fortunate to have been 
part of a class that has been so closely 
connected with each other, and I 
hope that we will all be able to stay 
connected in the future too.

Although my fellow Valedictorian 
asked me to marry him back in our 
kindergarten days, and I replied 
with a solid maybe, today I must 
unfortunately decline his request, 
much to the disappointment of our 
mothers, as we all depart ways and 
begin the next chapter of our lives. As 
we embark on new adventures and take 
our first steps into the adult world, I am 
confident that every single graduate 
will impact the world as they have 
impacted our class and school over the 
past 13 years. I admire each and every 
one of you, and I can’t wait to hear 
stories of all your grand adventures 
at our 10-year reunion. It truly was 

an honour to share this journey with 
you all.

We’d like to give one last ‘thank 
you’ to our fellow peers, teachers, 
families and community members 
who have all helped us reach this 
milestone in our lives. Teachers, we 
cannot thank you enough for all of 
your support over the years. You have 
each given us many stories to tell our 
future children about the teachers at 
JV Humphries School. Families, we 
can’t thank you enough. You have been 
our biggest fans since day one and we 
appreciate everything you do and have 
done for us. We couldn’t have done it 
without you.

Haeven Bellefeuille: Rowan 
Wiltse Firecracker Memorial

Kenya Blouin: JVH PAC, 
Farmers Institute, JV Humphries, 
Howard Green Memorial, Ladies 
Auxiliary, Royal Canadian Legion

Hawa Knoll: Alan Hoshizaki 
Memorial, Howard Green Memorial, 
Aboriginal Education

Onawa Knoll: Aya Higashi, 
Aboriginal Education, David 
Thompson Art

Rasa Knoll:  Eddi Allen, 
Shelagh Leathwood and Kathy 
Wynnychuck, Kaslo Masonic Lodge 
#25, Aboriginal Education

Tyler Konowalchuk: Howard 
Green Memorial, Kaslo Masonic 
Lodge #25, Columbia Power

Emma LeCouffe: Kaslo Jazz 
Society Etc., Hiltrud Rohlmann, 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union, 
Rotary Club of Nelson, Kootenay 
Lake Teachers Association, Ladies 
Auxiliary, Royal Canadian Legion, 
Western Financial Group, Georgia 
Ethel

Madigan McNabb: Village of 
Kaslo, Howard Green Memorial, 
Kaslo Golf Club, Bob Douglas 
Memorial, Sinclair Memorial, 
Rowan Wiltse Firecracker Memorial

Kepler Zuk: Barry Butler, Kaslo 
Jazz Society Etc., Kootenay Lake 

JV Humphries 
scholarships and bursaries

PVPA, Jack McDowell Memorial, 
Howard Green Memorial, Kaslo 
Golf Club, Rotary Club of Nelson, 
Columbia Basin Trust Youth 
Community,  Kootenay Lake 
Teachers Association, Dogwood 
District Authority, Ernie Gare

Conan Dwyer (grade 11 student 
heading off to Youth Train in Trades 
at Okanagan College for Aircraft 
Maintenance for his grade 12 year): 
Mckinnon Family Trades Fund

wishes the JV Humphries 
graduating class of 2021 

the very best!
Make your mark on the 

world!
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VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

Home Owner Grant Applications
Haven’t claimed your 2021 home owner grant? Claim now 
online before your taxes are due. Visit www.gov.bc.ca > Taxes 
and Tax Credits (from the top right menu tab) > Property Taxes 
> Annual Property Tax and ‘Home Owner Grant’ will be a menu 
option on the left-hand side of the screen. Or call the Province 
at 1-888-355-2700.

Property Taxes
Property owners of the Village of New Denver are reminded 
that the 2021 Property Tax notices have been mailed. If you 
have not received yours, please call the Village Office. Property 
Tax Payments for all classes are due on or before Thursday, 
July 15, 2021. Please check your mail and see the insert for 
payment options.

Sprinkling Restrictions – Level 2
• No sprinkling between 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM
• Odd-numbered properties sprinkle only on odd-numbered 
   days of the month
• Even-numbered properties sprinkle only on even-numbered 
   days of the month  

Knox Hall
Effective July 1, 2021, Knox Hall is open for rentals following 
current COVID Safety Protocols. For more information please 
call the Village Office. 

Fibre Optic
Fibre optic is coming to the New Denver Reading Centre in 
the near future promising increased speeds, reliability and ca-
pacity. We will update you as to the availability once we have 
that information.

2020 Annual Report
Residents of the Village of New Denver are requested to take 
notice that pursuant to Section 98 of the Community Charter, the 
Village of New Denver’s 2020 Annual Report is now available 
for public inspection at the Village of New Denver Municipal 
Office, 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC on weekdays 
(except statutory holidays).  

Welcome
The Village of New Denver would like to welcome Lisa Scott as 
our newly appointed Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) effective 
June 28, 2021. She brings 22 years of municipal experience 
with her and we look forward to her leadership and expertise.  
Darrell Garceau, Acting Corporate Officer, and Council were 
deliberate in seeking a leader with not only experience but with 
the best fit for our community.  

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

by Kathy Hartman
Orchard heritage plan

The ‘Friends of the Orchard’ 
presented their plan to raise the profile 
of the orchard’s heritage features, and 
their proposal to relocate the ‘House of 
Joyful Tidings’ at 307 Kildare before 
it is demolished by the new property 
owner. 

Sabrina Curtis, orchard resident, 
did a fantastic job of stepping up and 
filling in when the two appointed 
presenters were unable to access the 
Village’s virtual platform. 

Friends of the Orchard would like 
to see more links drawn between the 
modern orchard neighbourhood and 
the historical 1942 internment camp. 
A current architectural survey indicates 
that 51% of structures in the orchard 
today are derived from 1942 internment 

New Denver council, June 22: Council hears four presentations
camp structures. Phil Whitfield, an 
Orchard resident, has produced a 
colour-coded map of the orchard that 
identifies outstanding examples of 
1942 internment structures, houses 
whose origins began as internment 
huts, post internment structures, 
and vacant land. According to the 
presentation material, the “initial intent 
of the inventory is to develop a walking 
tour handout and/or a downloadable 
pdf that would encourage locals and 
visitors to appreciate the extensive 
heritage features which contribute 
significantly to the character and 
uniqueness of the Orchard and the New 
Denver community.” 

The ‘House of Joyful Tidings’ 
(HJT) is one of only six remaining 
internment era structures that has 
retained it obvious authenticity. It is 

slated for demolition this fall. Robert 
Inwood from Winlaw, a heritage 
and design consultant hired by the 
Friends of the Orchard, has written a 
Statement of Significance for the HJT 
and determined that the building at 307 
Kildare can be safely moved. Three 
potential sites were presented: Kohan 
Garden, replacing the current tool 
shed; by the proposed open air stage 
in the Centennial Park Master Plan as 
a ‘green room’ for performers; or on 
the proposed trail linking the Kohan 
and the Nikkei Centre, where it could 
be an interpretive centre. 

Funding for the project so far has 
been provided by Heritage BC and 
the RDCK. Curtis mentioned there 
are further funding opportunities for 
the transport and maintenance of the 
HJT once a relocation site is approved. 

Mayor Casley thanked them for 
their presentation and said the Village 
would get back to them.
Draft Resource Recovery 
Plan

To d d  J o h n s t o n ,  R D C K 
Environmental Coordinator, made 
a presentation about the new draft 
Resource Recovery Plan (RRP). 

Johnston explained that one of 
the goals of the new plan is to reduce 
our waste from 490 kg per person 
to 360 kg per person. To do this, the 
plan proposes new programs like 
organic waste diversion, construction/
demolition/renovation waste diversion, 
and engaging in a circular economy. 
Circular economy is an economic 
system aimed at eliminating waste 
and the continual use of resources 
by employing reuse, sharing, repair, 

refurbishment, remanufacturing and 
recycling to create a closed-loop 
system. 

Johnson said the provincial 
average is 505 kg of waste per person, 
so the Central Kootenays is already 
doing well.

Another RRP goal is to establish 
a regional curbside garbage and food 
waste collection service. The methane 
given off by rotting food in landfills is 
a large contributor to climate change, 
Johnston explained. When the Nakusp 
landfill is closed and replaced by a 
transfer station, it may be economically 
feasible to include a composting station 
there. This could make curbside pickup 
in New Denver doable. 

Two other goals, “Provide seed 
funding for local circular economy 
projects in concert with other 
community partners” and “Encourage 
high rates of effective participation 
and long-term behaviour changes and 
collaborate with community partners 
in community-based social marketing 
projects” could mean funding for local 
projects that meet the RRP objectives. 
The complete report can be found at 
rdck.ca/RRP.
State of Poverty report

Councillor John Fyke presented 
the recommendations that came from 
the New Denver Poverty Reduction 
2021 State of Poverty report.

“Poverty is real in New Denver,” 
said Councillor John Fyke. “One 
quarter of our residents are living in 
poverty.” 

Fyke is a member of the Poverty 
Reduction Steering committee and 
those numbers come from the Low 

Income Measure for each household. 
Some of the biggest barriers to 
overcoming poverty identified by 
participants included the cost of 
rent, bills and groceries; the lack of 
stable housing, full-time work and 
transportation; inflation; physical 
health issues; and debt. 

Fyke recommended some local 
solutions the Village could support, 
such as a community garden so 
everyone had access to quality food 
and a local laundromat for those 
without access to private laundry 
machines.

“You’ve got to keep the poverty 
reduction steering committee going 
because poverty is real here and it 
hasn’t change over the years,” Fykes 
stressed.

The New Denver  Pover ty 
Reduction 2021 State of Poverty report 
can be found on the Village website 
under ‘Reports and Studies.’ 
Annual report

Finally, Colin McClure, the 
Village’s Chief Financial Officer 
(CFO), presented the 2020 Annual 
Report and the Statement of Financial 
Information.

He said Village finances look good, 
and mentioned that he saw no need 
for council to raise taxes at this time. 
This is in part due to over $1 million 
of unprecedented grant funding and 
the success of the campground. The 
Statement of Financial Information 
(SOFI) shows the mayor earning 
$5,444 and each councillor $2,995 
in 2020. Due to COVID-19, elected 
officials did not incur any expenses 
over their regular stipends last year. 

submitted
Poverty can affect a person’s life 

in a variety of ways, including their 
health, recreation, housing, access to 
food, jobs, education, and more, and 
its impacts can be far reaching and 
long lasting. Poverty affects not only 
those experiencing it, but everyone 
surrounding it. Village of New Denver 
residents are affected by poverty in 
numerous ways, often facing barriers 
to accessing their full potential and to 
engaging fully and equitably in their 
home community.

Understanding the state of poverty 
in New Denver is an important first 
step in taking action to reduce poverty, 
allowing us to take steps toward poverty 
reduction through things like policy 
changes, program implementation, and 
provision of social services.

Following the 2018 release of 
British Columbia’s first poverty 
reduction plan, TogetherBC, the 
Province began allocating funding for 
municipalities to develop localized 
poverty reduction plans. In 2020, 
the Village of New Denver received 
funding for a local plan. The Village 
then partnered with the Rural 
Development Institute (RDI) at Selkirk 
College to establish a research project 
for the plan’s development. Additional 
funds were provided by the MITACS 
accelerate program, allowing a Selkirk 
College student research intern to lead 
the research.

Fourth year UVIC [Selkirk 
College] nursing student Orea Brown-

New Denver Poverty Reduction Strategy report released
Dahl took on the student research intern 
position and began the development of 
New Denver’s first Poverty Reduction 
Report in late 2020. In early 2021, 
a local steering committee was 
formed that met monthly to discuss 
community context and help guide the 
project. Through a community-wide 
survey, interviews, a focus group, and 
published datasets, data was collected 
and analyzed to assess the state of 
poverty in New Denver and provide 
recommended next steps.

“Through this research, I was able 
to hear from those with lived or living 
experience of poverty. These voices 
are an important part of developing 
any poverty reduction strategy. While 
there are many opportunities for 
improvement in New Denver, I also 
heard that there are community assets 
already in existence that are important 
resources for those in need, such as 
the community food hamper,” stated 
Brown-Dahl.

Research in New Denver’s Poverty 
Reduction Plan focuses on indicators in 
the following areas: employment and 
income, children and families, housing, 
food security, transportation, education 
and training, and access to services. 

Data presented in the plan 
demonstrates that New Denver has 
a relatively high percentage of the 
population currently living in poverty, 
due to a multitude of factors including 
unaffordable or unavailable housing, 
food insecurity, and unemployment. 
The quantitative and qualitative data 

also revealed that the community has 
many existing resources that can be 
leveraged to effectively collaborate on 
poverty reduction, making strengths-
based community development a 
suitable approach to poverty reduction 
in New Denver. 

Based on project findings, the 
report includes recommendations 
for addressing each of the poverty 
indicators identified. One key 
recommendation, for example, is the 
continuation of the poverty reduction 
steering committee that was formed 
during the plan’s development.

“New Denver now has access 
to the information we need to make 
evidence-based decisions around 
poverty reduction,” said John Fyke, 
Village of New Denver councillor. 
“This report will aid New Denver in 
securing additional funding to develop 
and implement poverty reduction 
strategies and act on reducing poverty 
now and into the future.”

The  New Denver  Pover ty 
Reduction Report – ‘New Denver 
Poverty Reduction: 2021 State of 
Poverty and Recommended Next 
Steps’ – is available for viewing or 
download online through the Village 
of New Denver Website at newdenver.
ca and the Columbia Basin Rural 
Development Institute website at www.
cbrdi.ca. If you have questions or would 
like to be involved in ongoing efforts 
around poverty reduction in New 
Denver, you are welcome to contact the 
Village Office at office@newdenver.ca.
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Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

313 Hwy 23, Nakusp 
250-265-7258

The Hungry Barber

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

PALS KITTENS 
COMING SOON!

PALS will soon have kittens ready to be ad-
opted into your home. We have our beautiful, 
petite “Topaz”, and her two adorable kittens, 
“Emerald” and “Jade”, coming soon. Very 
cute, curious, energetic, ready to make you 
smile!! If you are interested, please call PALS 
at 250-265-3792.

The Board of School Trustees of SD10 would 
like to extend deepest thanks to all staff, 

families, PACs, and volunteers for your energy 
and efforts over the past school year. You 

persevered through extremely trying conditions 
and we are truly grateful.

We would also like to express appreciation to 
retiring Superintendent/Secretary-Treasurer, 
Terry Taylor, for your years of service to the 
District. We wish you a fulfilling retirement.

Christine Dixon
SD10 Trustee

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter 
Rotary Playground

Two years of planning and 
fundraising has Rotary’s Natural 
Adventure Park ready to go, so the 
proponents came to council looking for 
the official go-ahead.

The Adventure Park is a modern 
kid’s dream playground, with four 
to six unique play zones that will be 
developed in phases. Noting a lack of 
use of the current playground at the site, 
the Rotarians say this playground “will 
encourage children of ages two to 12 to 
meet, socialize, learn and play”.

Rotarians have raised about 
$200,000 for the project, which will 
be equipped with structures formed 
from natural materials (such as trees 
and rocks) that act as climbing walls, 
fairy castles, dens, … or whatever the 
children’s imagination conjures up. 
Accessibility to the features in the park 
will be a key aspect of the design. 

Village council has ponied up 
just under $60,000 in grants and a 
contingency fund, as well as supplying 
the land for the facility.

The internationally recognized firm 
of Bienenstock Design and Consulting 
was engaged to design the park. 

Noting that council had previously 
provided letters of support to the 
Rotary Club for construction of a 
Natural Adventure Park, “a resolution 
indicating approval to move forward is 
now required.”

It was quickly granted, with praise 
for Rotary for its efforts.

“Kudos to the Rotary Club 
and Andi Gabb in particular,” said 
Councillor Aidan McLaren-Caux.

Before ground is broken, the 
Village and Rotary have to work out an 
agreement on details of the project such 
as ownership, liability, project oversight 
and site specification requirements.
Nakusp loses hostel, gains 
rentals

A request to convert a local hostel 
into three long-term rental units 
received approval from council. Shon’s 
Bike Shop operated a small hostel 
on the second floor of its Broadway 
Avenue building for a couple of years. 
But now they want to convert it to three 
individual rental units – two with two 
bedrooms, the third with just one. It’s 
the third one that prompted the need 
to go to council for a Development 
Variance Permit, because the smallest 
unit would be about four square metres 
short of the minimum size allowable by 
Village bylaw for a rental unit.

“The plans for the one-bedroom 
apartment are 50 square feet smaller 
than the bylaws allow for,” admitted the 
proponents, Shon and Janis Neufeld. 
But they insist it will not be a cramped 
space. “The apartment will be planned 
and constructed with efficient use of 
space to be comfortable and spacious 
to its occupant(s). In addition, there 
will be a large shared outdoor deck 
space available right outside the door 
for lounging.

“Our intent with the renovation is 
to fulfill the current need for affordable 
rental housing in Nakusp.”

Notifications were sent out to 
neighbours, and no issues were raised 
about the change.

Nakusp council, June 19: Natural Adventure Park moving to construction stage
New weather station

Council approved a request from 
Environment and Climate Change 
Canada to install an upgraded weather 
station at a new location at the airport. 

The federal weather office has been 
planning to upgrade the station for 
some time with new and better sensors. 
However, the upgrades require a larger 
footprint for the station, and there’s 
not enough flat land at its current spot. 
There are other requirements – the 
station can’t be near a heat source, or 
too close to trees and other buildings, 
and have a good power source nearby. 

Counci l ’s  okay wil l  a l low 
Environment officials to further 
investigate a site west of the airport 
runway, at 1315 Hot Springs Road.

Once officials do more research 
and approve the site, construction of 
the new station should take about six 
months.

Salaries detailed
The Village’s Statement of 

Financial Information was approved.
One thing it outlines is how little 

municipal leadership is paid. According 
to the documents, Village councillors 
get $6,911 annually (with about $800 in 
expenses on top of that); the mayor gets 
$13,823 with about $3,000 in expenses.

The document also notes three 
employees of the Village who make 
more than $75,000 annually, including 
the Public Works Foreman and the 
Director of Finance. The top earner at 
Village Hall is the Chief Administrative 
Officer, who made just over $122,000 
last year.

In total, the Village pays out just 
over $1.41 million in salaries annually.
NACFOR grant to Burton

The Burton Internet Society has 
received $20,000 from the community 
forest fund to support infrastructure 

improvements for its service.
“This is to support our effort of 

replacing our broadcast tower on 
the Ingersoll Mountain, which is in 
disrepair and covers a significant 
portion of our customer base,” BIS 
President Jesse Herlitz wrote to council.

NACFOR sets asides profits each 
year to support community projects in 
Nakusp and the Arrow Lakes where it 
operates. The withdrawal still leaves 
more than $259,900 in the Area K 
‘southern zone’ portion of the Legacy 
Fund.
Internet speed test

Council is calling on citizens to take 
an internet speed test to help prove the 
area is underserved with this important 
utility. Nakusp and area isn’t currently 
eligible for millions in funding going 
to other communities to improve their 
internet, because federal figures show 
the service is fast enough here. Visit 

the Nakusp and Area Development 
Board’s Facebook page for the link to 
the testing site.

“The more uptake we get, the more 
we can prove to the federal government 
that we’re not getting 50/10 speeds 
through the community, the more 
effective it will be,” said McLaren-Caux. 
Canada Day parade

COVID has messed up most 
communities’ plans for Canada Day 
again this year, and Nakusp is no 
exception. But that doesn’t mean there 
won’t be some celebration – a parade 
is still being planned. Like last year, 
the parade will be coming to residents, 
rather than vice-versa. The floats will 
snake their way up and down the streets 
of town, allowing residents to cheer and 
wave (and get candy?) from their homes, 
in a socially-distanced way. The Village 
will be helping with road closures and 
permits for the parade.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

There’ll be no public watering 
hole – literally – in Edgewood, after 
the RDCK’s rural directors chose not 
to move forward on providing a public 
drinking source in the Arrow Lakes 
community.

Last summer, the RDCK learned 
people living outside town boundaries 
were drawing water from Edgewood’s 
community water system – something 
it wasn’t designed for. They were taking 
water from hydrants or old standpipes 
on the system, some regularly filling up 
large tanks and hauling potable water 
home for personal use.

That goes against the RDCK’s 
Edgewood community water licence, 
and drawing the water out during 
cold months actually froze a pipe and 

No to water station for Edgewood
damaged it – which also threatened 
firefighting capability.

“The Regional District is not 
concerned about portable container-
sized quantities of water being taken 
out of the Edgewood service area, 
as long as the water is acquired from 
a private or commercial tap and not 
from water system infrastructure,” 
says the report.

In June, the RDCK wrote to 
the water system’s users about the 
problem, and asked for feedback from 
non-residents if they were interested in 
a commercial type pay-per-use filling 
station. 

“The Regional District received 
one response listing a total of seven 
un-named individuals or couples, 
including themselves, who they 
believed were using small quantities 

of water from the Edgewood water 
system,” a staff report said. “Most of 
these people were identified as elderly, 
low income and with health concerns.”

Among the opt ions s taff 
investigated was providing a coin-
operated container filling station, and/
or a larger unit for filling water tanks. 
However, the report was also careful 
to note that residents of Edgewood’s 
community system should not have 
to pay for any public commercial taps.

But that creates its own problems.
“The Regional District has no 

legislative requirement to provide 
water to customers outside our service 
areas. Provision of a commercial-style 
water filling station in Edgewood might 
lead to requests for filling stations in 
other Regional District water systems, 
and this is not a service the Regional 

District currently provides,” staff 
noted. They added that “staff and 
maintenance costs incurred to provide 
water to non-Regional District water 
customers would be significant.”

On top of that would be legal 
liabilities and asset management costs.

“Full cost recovery will likely be 
impossible with only a potential small 
number of customers using small 
quantities of water,” they said.

Based on those facts, directors 
decided to take no further action on 
providing a potable water filling station 
in Edgewood.

submitted
The board of education for School 

District 10 invites the public to join the 
board on Wednesday, July 7 at 7 pm. The 
public consultation meeting will allow 
the board to listen to feedback regarding 
logging company Stella-Jones’ request 
to use a portion of the upper slope of the 
Burton School property for road access. 

A representative from Stella-Jones 
will share the map of proposed road 
access to harvest timber from their 
forest tenure property above Burton 
Elementary School.

There will be an opportunity for 
community members who are both in 
person and online via Zoom to indicate 

SD 10 invites public consultation in Burton on July 7
their views on the proposed road access. 

Please note that the purpose of the 
meeting is not about logging, over which 
the board has no purview, but about 
whether or not to grant road access across 
school district property.

The board is interested in hearing 
from community before making a 
decision on whether or not to grant road 
access across school district property 
on July 22 at a special regular meeting. 
Opportunity to submit written feedback 
at info@sd10.bc.ca from July 7 to 15 
at noon for anyone unable to attend the 
meeting in person or virtually is also 
invited.

Please pre-register for either the in-

person gathering at Burton School Gym, 
or the Zoom meeting at https://forms.gle/
b82VpS3Jes5u6XsL8. All Public Health 
COVID protocols will be followed.

by Jan McMurray
Low water levels can be expected 

this summer in both the Arrow and 
Duncan reservoirs. Neither reservoir 
is expected to reach full pool in this 
very dry year.

At virtual meetings last month, 
BC Hydro’s Gillian Kong reported 
that the Arrow is expected to reach a 
maximum level of about 1,438 feet, 
six feet below full pool, by mid-July 
and the Duncan is forecast to fill to 
a summer maximum level of 1,891 

Low water expected this summer 
at Arrow and Duncan reservoirs

feet, one foot below full, by late July.
Kong said snowmelt began early 

this year with hot weather in May, 
and with record temperatures in June, 
most of the snow is expected to be 
gone by end of June or early July. 
Only Mica has quite a bit of snow 
left “that might support water inflow 
into July,” Kong said.

2021 is expected to be the 10th 
or 11th driest year on record (since 
1961). 1997 holds the record for the 
driest year.
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No Boat — No 
Problem

4 Beach Tours on Kootenay Lake
Check out the best private beaches on the West Arm 
 (4 ppl Max)
Bring your beer n frisbee! Starting at $199.00

Sailing Master Class on Slocan Lake
3 Classes from a Master Capt (43 years exp) 
 Certification Available
2 hours each Class = 6 hours  $299, 1 person $399 2ppl

Slocan Lake Sail Tour
Caves, rivers, fun & Private Beach drop $175.00

Open to partial barter/trade

Call 250-354-9268
kootenaycatamaran@gmail.com

PFDs and Boats included 
(Boston Whaler & Sea Spray Catamaran)

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

An outfitter looking to get a 30-
year tenure for a backcountry ski and 
hiking operation got a rough ride at 
the RDCK’s Rural Affairs Committee 
meeting June 16.

Fresh Adventures wants to run 
tours in the land immediately south of 
Kokanee Creek Provincial Park – the 
9,600-hectare tenure area is in Areas 
E, F, and H. They are proposing to 
offer guided ski touring trips in the 
winter, from December to mid-April, 
and guided hiking trips from June 

Outfitter’s tenure plan panned
to October. They expect about 400 
people a year could be taken on the 
week-long backcountry trips.

“A huge focus on this project 
is ‘doing it right,’ meaning that I 
plan to operate in a socially and 
environmentally responsible way,” 
owner Alex Ross writes in his 
application. “I want to stress that I do 
not plan to hinder or reduce public 
access to this area at all. We require 
no exclusivity in order to operate and 
will be welcoming and considerate of 
the public.”

Fresh Adventures would also 

bring about six to ten new jobs to the 
area by its fifth year of operation, and 
fill 125 hotel rooms during the winter 
season.

While the project might bring 
some economic benefit to the area, “the 
proposal would result in commercial 
recreational use of an area that already 
sees local backcountry usage,” staff 
warns in a report. “Potential economic 
benefits related to the proposal conflict 
with sustainable social development 
principles, as approval of the 
application could result in access-
related conflicts between existing 

users and the tenure-holder. It’s also 
not clear it would conform to the 
Official Community Plan of Area F.”

The staff report listed about a 
dozen concerns with the proposal, and 
directors added more.

“Helicopter traffic is a definite 
concern,” said Area H Director Walter 
Popoff. “I believe in that report there 
is not sufficient information regarding 
conflicts with adjacent residential land 
use due to increased helicopter traffic 
overhead.”

“Any agreement to this by the 
Regional District will meet strong 

community opposition,” said Area E’s 
Ramona Faust. “…The application 
is not specific… it’s one of the least 
sophisticated applications for tenure 
of this size I’ve seen.”

“I think 30 years is way too 
long, and I’d like us to reflect – our 
comments from the Regional District 
– that maybe it should be 10 years on 
the outside,” said Director Jackman. 

Directors told staff to provide 
the Province with input on the tenure 
application using the staff report, and 
including the concerns raised by the 
board.

submitted
The pandemic has been very 

hard on the performing arts. Not only 
have performances been curtailed, 
but young people passionate about 
the arts have been deprived of their 
artistic community, inspiration from 
peers and mentors, and in-person 
instruction. But as the performing 
arts begin to re-emerge after a year 
and a half, the Valhalla Fine Arts 
Society will once again be offering 
summer dance and music camps.

To keep stress on the community 
at a minimum, the society will be 
limiting the number of programs and 
keeping them relatively small. “Our 
Suzuki camp normally includes 
about 105 students plus all their 
family members,” said Miranda 
Hughes, VFA board member and 
administrative director of the Suzuki 
Valhalla Institute, “but this year 
we’re limiting enrolment to 25 at a 
time, and running it as two weeks 
rather than one.” 

Similarly, the Valhalla Summer 
School of Music week will 
focus on instruction for young 
instrumentalists.  The String 
Orchestra Retreat for Adults and the 
Vox Valhalla singing program will 
not augment the VSSM week again 
until 2022. VSSM will be followed 
by a small Cello Symposium for 
senior students hosted in a self-
contained format in Hills.

Dance and music summer arts camps are back
Early childhood music classes 

and theatre camps for young people 
will not return until 2022 either, 
but smaller dance classes will be 
offered in both July and August. The 
July 5-9 dance week will focus on 
a fusion of contemporary styles of 
dance under the tutelage of Nelson’s 
Slava Doval, and a classical ballet 
week for children, youth and adults 
will be a new offering in mid-

August, thanks to the energy and 
expertise of dance teacher and 
choreographer Lynette Lightfoot, 
who now resides in Silverton.

While there are unlikely to be 
any large-scale public performances 
in community halls, the summer 
arts programs are looking to take 
advantage of outdoor venues. “We 
have tried to look on the COVID 
limitations as opportunities to 

innovate,” Hughes explains. 
She is excited by plans to 

hold rolling recitals in the Kohan 
Garden, where students will play 
continuously and the socially-
distanced audience will move 
through the garden from performer 
to performer.

“We’ve had enthusiastic support 
from the Slocan Lake Garden 
Society and think the students will 

find the garden venue and rolling 
format unique and memorable.” 

As well, the program will make 
use of outdoor spaces on the grounds 
of Lucerne School for larger classes 
such as orchestra rehearsals.

Valhalla Fine Arts program 
registration and performance details 
will be updated throughout the 
summer on the valhallafinearts.org 
website and their Facebook page.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

It’s one step forward, one step back 
for people involved in a class action 
lawsuit over a spill of jet fuel in the 
Slocan River in 2013.

Defendants in the case have 
appealed Judge D.M. Masuhara’s May 
21st ruling that the lawsuit could go 
ahead. He handed down his decision 
after changing some of the specifics of 
the lawsuit, to reflect orders received 
from an appeal of his first ruling on 
the case.

The lawsuit stems from the July 
2013 spill of 35,000 litres of jet fuel 
into Lemon Creek by a transport driver 
making a delivery to a firefighting 
operation. The spill forced thousands of 
people up to 40 kilometres downstream 
in the Slocan Valley to evacuate the 
area. The spill also killed fish and 
forced residents to get alternate sources 

Defendants appeal Lemon Creek fuel spill class action decision 
of drinking water for themselves and 
livestock for days. Residents who were 
affected by the spill launched the suit 
for damages.

It’s the second time the case will go 
to the Appeal Court of BC, even before 
it goes to trial.

Masuhara, the chambers judge 
reviewing the certification, ruled 
in 2017 the class action could go 
ahead – the first time such a class 
action environmental lawsuit had been 
approved in British Columbia. But the 

defendants – the helicopter company, 
fuel-delivery company, the truck driver, 
and provincial government – appealed 
that ruling.

The BC Court of Appeal found 
issue with some of the particulars of 
the issues to be decided (called the 
“common issues”), and sent the matter 
back to Masuhara for a re-determination 
according to the higher court’s reasons.

After implementing the changes 
outlined by the Court of Appeal, 
Masuhara re-certified the lawsuit as a 

class action.
The proponents filed an appeal to 

that, but without any details, on June 
21. There’s also no date set yet for the 
appellant court to hear the case.

“We have already been to the 
Court of Appeal in order to advance the 
determination of this action and we will 
do it again if that is what is required to 
achieve justice for those impacted by 
the Lemon Creek fuel spill,” said David 
Aaron, one of the lawyers representing 
the plaintiffs in the suit.

submitted
Captain Dave Skrobot has found his 

flow, teaching sailing in the Kootenays 
and in the Yucatan, Mexico.

“Doon Wilkens, one of the best high 
school teachers and a world champion 
speaker in Toastmasters shared with me 
an inspirational book entitled Flow, the 
Psychology of Optimal Experience, and 
it changed my life in many ways,” said 
Captain Dave. 

Captain Dave explained that the 
book is about finding your bliss and 
becoming so engrossed in what you’re 
doing that you lose yourself and a sense 
of time. He says that you can reach the 
highest level of bliss when it’s not just for 
yourself, but also for the benefit of others.

“I am very blessed in that I have 
been teaching and taking amigos on 
sailing tours for the last eight years in 
the tranquil, beautiful state of Yucatan on 
the southern Gulf of Mexico. For the last 
ten summers, I have been flowing here in 
the Kootenays at Moyie Lake, Lakeside 
Park, Crawford Bay – and a group of 
adventurous teens from Nelson brought 
me to this Slocan Lake to teach a class. 
After that one-week certification course, 
I bought a place in this crown jewel of 
the Kootenays: Slocan City.”

Captain Dave is offering a Sailing 
Master Class in Slocan Village in both 
English and Spanish this summer. “For 
those who want to hone their bilingual 
language skills, I have been an adult 

Go with the flow… Sailing classes and tours in Slocan
teacher for many years in Canada/
US and I love incorporating both my 
passion for teaching with everything 
nautical,” he says. “Canada and the 
commonwealth have a rich seafaring 
history and maritime law has shaped our 
judicial system not just in Canada with 
British Common Law, but also Quebec 
and Latin America by Napoleonic law. 
One can’t help but bring up the evolution 
of nautical miles (knots) and how it’s still 
being used universally as the benchmark 
for air and sea travel plus navigation.”

Captain Dave has also studied 
Traditional Chinese Medicine and says 
this other “flow” of his fits in well with 
West Kootenay culture. “How does this 

sort of training tie in with sailing and 
nautical culture one might ask? One of 
the interesting factoids I love to share in 
my sailing classes is the meaning of the 
term feng shui. Many people know it as 
a flowing of energy usually described 
in architecture and building design. The 
fact is, the literal Mandarin translation for 
feng shui is feng=wind and shui=water. 
The Flow of natural elements.”

The Sailing Master Class is for those 
who want to experience that flow of 
natural elements, Captain Dave says, and 
the Slocan Lake Sail Tour with private 
beach drop-off is for those looking for 
a new splash.

See the ad on this page for details.

Captain Dave Skrobot has found his flow, teaching sailing in the Kootenays and in the Yucatan, Mexico.
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by Joanne Feenstra
With the Village of Slocan’s 

affordable housing proposal to BC 
Housing selected to proceed, council 
decided at its June 14 meeting to 
accept the award of funding. 

The vote was not unanimous, 
though. The continued opposition of 
neighbouring property owners has 
made this issue a difficult one.

A report presented by Graham 
Burns of M’akola Development 
Services, the consultant for the project, 
noted that accepting the BC Housing 
funding award did not guarantee that 
the housing would be built, “rather 
this gives us the opportunity to 
accept the next stage of funding to 
confirm that the site and project are 
viable from a developmental site use 
perspective and that the community 
is comfortable moving forward with 
the proposed development.” This next 
stage of funding would be a grant of 
about $350,000. 

The M’akola report outlines the 
project milestones and development 
phases: the pre-development phase 

Slocan council accepts BC Housing funding for proposed affordable housing project
could take six to eight months, 
the development phase another 12 
months, and construction another 
12-16 months. If the project proceeds 
to construction, M’akola would work 
with the buildings’ operators for a full 
year after occupancy. Burns said these 
timelines were flexible, as there could 
be unforeseen delays.

At the outset ,  Council lor 
Madeleine Perriere stated she would 
abstain from voting on this, to 
remain consistent with her previous 
abstentions on this issue. Mayor 
Jessica Lunn passed the gavel to 
Acting Mayor Perriere so she could 
speak to the item. 

Lunn thanked the local Affordable 
Housing Commission, of which 
Councillor Joel Pelletier had been 
the chair, and M’akola for their work. 
Lunn stated that if council does not 
take advantage of this opportunity, 
it might be decades before a similar 
opportunity arises. She said she had 
no problem with withdrawing the 
application if the community no 
longer saw a need, but the public 

survey demonstrated support. 
Lunn said council was very 

aware of the concerns with water, 
septic, zoning and safety, and that 
voting to accept BC Housing’s pre-
development funding of $350,000 
would allow council to deal with 
those issues, as well as complete 
geotechnical and environmental 
studies on the property proposed for 
the project. 

“Council is accountable to 
young families, seniors and people 
with disabilities in the region who 
live in unstable housing,” she said, 
adding that she was aware this 
process has been hard on council 
and the community, and that future 
communications with municipal 
residents would be open and iterative. 

Councillor Van Bynen said he 
supports low income housing, but 
not in the proposed location, as the 
site is a long way from the school, 
the post office and the store. “If it was 
in another place that makes sense, I 
would agree to it, but I can’t see it 
down there.” 

Council was asked to vote on 
two motions: to accept the BC 
Housing award of funding, and to 
accept the $350,000 predevelopment 
funds. Both motions passed, with 
Councillors Pelletier and Buller 
and Mayor Lunn voting in favour, 
Councillor Van Bynen voting against, 
and Perriere abstaining.

During public participation, when 
Sally McKenzie, chair of the Slocan 
Valley Housing Society, started 
to speak, a member of the public 
burst out with profanity and was 
excused from the meeting. McKenzie 
then continued, “I was glad to hear 
that council is moving ahead on 
the housing project. The need for 
affordable housing is really obvious 
in the Slocan Valley and I am glad that 
council is moving ahead with the next 
steps and stages.” 

David Bouliane, a local resident, 
was not pleased. “The timing here 
couldn’t be better to continue the 
shoving of this down our throats,” 
he said. “…Why do we have a non-
resident steamrolling this shit down 

our throats? If I talked to homeless 
people, of course I would get 100% 
agreement… I’ve brought this up 
before. It’s about property values. I’ve 
talked to two local realtors who said 
sell before that thing goes in, because 
you are going to lose a shit load of 
money. If we are not going to tell the 
truth, let’s not talk.” He ended his 
comments with, “My momma never 
raised no quitter so let’s get it on.”

Ann Harvey, another Slocan 
Valley Housing Society board 
member, reiterated that there is real 
need in the valley for affordable 
housing and noted that 70% of 
survey respondents were in favor of 
it. “There will be time in the process 
to deal with people’s concerns, a 
welcome situation to talk about what 
some of the facts are. The target group 
is not the homeless, from what I’ve 
read,” she said.

Mayor Lunn added, “Most people 
in our region do not meet the upper 
income threshold for the affordable 
housing project so most people in the 
region would qualify for this level of 
affordable housing.”

by Joanne Feenstra
The meeting was held at the 

Slocan Legion, with online public 
participation. Chief Financial Officer 
Chris Jury presented both the 2020 
Statement of Financial Information 
and Annual Report. The documents 
are available at the municipal office 
and online. 

Tangible financial assets for the 
municipality increased in 2020, largely 
due to the acquisition of the Springer 
Creek sawmill property at a cost 
of $1.5 million, funded in part by a 
$450,000 grant from Columbia Basin 
Trust. The Village now has total land 
assets valued at $2.3 million. 

Grant revenue of $1.1 million left 
the municipality with an annual surplus 
of $1 million. Over $200,000 remains 
in the COVID-19 Restart Grant fund. 
Cash and cash equivalents totaled $2.8 
million. General operations expenses 
were $830,000, a decrease from the 
prior year. 

Without the unconditional Small 
Community Grant of $377,185 
from the Province, taxes could have 
increased by 125%. 

Water  fees collected from 
residential and commercial property 
owners and westside users generated 
$118,866. Water utility operations cost 
$105,169.

The stipends for mayor and 
councillors were $5,500 and $3,400 
respectively. A total of $284,453 was 
paid out to Village employees.

Tw e l v e  b u i l d i n g  p e r m i t s 
were issued in 2020, and the total 
construction value for those permits 
was estimated at $228,000. 

The annual report mentions that the 
Official Community Plan and a vision 
for the mill site was obtained through 
consultations with the community. The 
completion of a source water study in 
2018 resulted in ongoing engineering, 
pre-development work and source 
water testing. Future projects include 
seeking feasible utility models for the 
micro-hydro project, resurfacing Main 

Slocan council, June 12: Annual report presented
Street, work on the Legion building, 
and Harold Street North upgrades. 
Tax exemptions were issued to the 
Presbyterian and Catholic churches, 
as well as WEGCSS, the Legion, the 
library, the WEGCSS garden and the 
Slocan Valley Historical Society. 

• Amy Wilson, RDCK Resource 
Recovery Manager, spoke to council 
about future plans for local waste 
management. In 2020, the Slocan 
disposal rate was 490 kilograms 
per capita. Of that waste, 37% was 
recyclable and 40% was compostable. 
Of the 40% compostable, 26% 
was food waste. Slocan waste is 
transported to the Ootischenia landfill 
near Castlegar. The Slocan Transfer 
Station will receive an upgrade in 2023, 
currently valued at $1.6 million.

• If COVID-19 restrictions allow, 
the Fitness Centre in Slocan could 
reopen as soon as July 1. Council 
agreed to hire a janitor for deep 
cleaning of the centre and laundromat 
area for 10 hours per week for one 
year. Fitness Centre fees will increase 
slightly. 

• The parking lot adjacent to the 
rail trail, in the dog beach area, will 
be open soon, as contractors are being 
sourced to do the line painting and 
position the concrete blocks. The 
shouldering of the trail and parking lot 
is to start shortly. Due to a busy work 
season for contractors, work on the 
berm areas, which includes grading, 
establishing a pathway from the 
outhouse to the beach, seeding and tree 
planting will be delayed until the fall. 

• Council agreed to the local 
Parent Advisory Council’s request to 
provide gift bags for the eight students 
who are graduating from the Valhalla 
Wilderness Program. The $200 cost 
of the project will be paid out of the 
Community Development Fund. 

• Council agreed to the volleyball 
committee’s request to pay for one 
load of sand for the volleyball court at 
a cost of $450. Darrell Popoff has said 
he would donate a second load at no 

cost. Christa Didham, on behalf of the 
committee, said the volleyball players 
would donate their time to shovel and 
rake the sand when it is delivered. 

Council was concerned about 
the loss of sand in the winter months 
and will ask the volleyball committee 
to provide some recommendations 
about ways to maintain the court in 
the winter when it is not being used. 
Councillor Perriere said that as the 
Waterfront Development Plan work is 
not completed, some caution should 
be used when thinking about erecting 
any kind of semi-permanent structure 
in this area. 

Council also discussed removing 
the wood debris on the beach when 
the dump truck delivered the sand. 
During public participation, Dave 
Fredrickson stated that the pile of sticks 
in the vicinity of the volleyball court 
is probably 60% sand. He wondered 
if the volleyball players would do 
anything in return for the free load of 
sand from the Village, such as rake or 
clean the beach.

• Councillor Perriere reported 
that there is a sinkhole on the grass 
along the railing at the waterfront, 
and expressed concern about the 
impact on the Village’s underground 
watering system. She asked if Sierra 
Landscaping, the company that did 
the phase one waterfront development 
work, noted this during their final 
inspection in May. CAO Gordon said 
the matter would be looked into. 

• Councillor Van Bynen expressed 
concern about the condition of the 
breakwater. CAO Gordon said the 
pontoon is corroding and taking in 
water.

• Dayna Fidler submitted a request 
to paint a rainbow crosswalk in the 
vicinity of the school. Staff will have a 
look to see if this expense could come 
out of the Public Works budget. 

• In response to a question about 
when in-person meetings will resume, 
Mayor Lunn said council is working 
under a public health order that prevents 

public meetings from happening right 
now. CAO Michelle Gordon added that 
council should be able to accommodate 
public meetings soon. Gordon said, 
“We are also renovating the hall. We 
don’t have enough space in the office 
and will try to accommodate public 
meetings as fast as we can.”
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Hearty thanks to the MOON 
FAMILY for their music to 

entertain the residents at the 
Victorian Hospital in Kaslo. 

Every week the residents listen 
and sing along to cheerful 

oldies and upbeat tunes. This 
was so appreciated during the 

bleak Covid winter.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Bravery citation

Mayor Suzan Hewat opened the 
meeting of council by recognizing a 
woman being awarded a medal for 
bravery.

Mikenna Hansen was a true 
local hero, she said, and was being 
recognized with a Red Cross Rescuer 
Award for her actions in the summer of 
2018 in saving the lives of Marsha and 
Emma Gillies. 

“On a beautiful day that summer, 
Marsha was enjoying the beach with 
her grandchildren. She was out on the 
water with her granddaughter when she 
realized they were farther out than they 
realized,” the mayor recounted. “They 
were having trouble due to the choppy 
water, and this is where Mikenna 
jumped into action. 

“She swam out to assist with 
getting Marsha’s granddaughter back 
to shore. Meanwhile, Marsha continued 
to struggle, so Mikenna swam out again 
to assist her.” “It was later discovered 
Marsha had suffered a mild heart attack, 
and if McKenna hadn’t been there, the 
pair likely would have drowned,” said 
Hewat.

Hansen will be honoured for 
her bravery in a virtual ceremony 
in August. The Red Cross Rescuer 

Kaslo council, June 22: Baseball club makes pitch for more improvements
award acknowledges non-professional 
rescuers and off-duty first responders 
who go out of their way to save a life. 

Hewat passed on council’s 
congratulations to Hansen. 
Baseball association makes 
pitch

Jo Davie and Matt Brown of 
the Kaslo Baseball Association told 
council that the association had an 8’ 
x 8’ storage shed it wanted to place 
by the ball field to store equipment for 
diamond maintenance. The association 
just completed a big renovation of the 
field last year, and having the equipment 
handy would help keep that investment 
in good shape.

Council approved the request later 
in the meeting, on condition that the 
club get the okay from Village staff on 
the shed’s placement.

The association has more 
improvements for the facility in mind 
– building a batting cage, extending the 
infield play area with shale rock, getting 
the concession stand up and running – 
and will meet with Village staff to plan 
next steps. 
Dike project to go ahead 
this fall

The Village’s Kaslo River Dike 
project got a welcome break after a 
year of planning and negotiating with 
federal authorities. CAO Ian Dunlop 
told council they had received a “letter 
of advice” from the Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans outlining how to 
mitigate damage to fish habitat. That 
means DFO will allow the Village 
to proceed with the project to repair 
and refurbish areas where the river is 
eroding its banks, despite the potential 
impact on fish habitat. That means the 
project won’t have to undergo a full-
scale formal review.

“This is much better than having 
to go through the formal authorization 
process which would have added 
additional months to the approvals,” 
Dunlop told councillors. “So we’ll be 
able to go ahead this fall.” 

• Council may go a step further than 
a request from the public for a ‘children 
at play’ sign near the skateboard park at 
1st Street and E Avenue. On Councillor 
Henry Van Mill’s suggestion, council 
decided to look into the idea of turning 
the area into a ‘playground zone’.

“It’s a little more tangible, a little 
more serious,” he noted.  “If you get 

caught speeding, you better watch out, 
because it will cost you.”

Council liked the proposal, but 
asked staff to investigate options for 
making the area safer.

• The Kaslo and District Chamber 
of Commerce received a $3,000 grant-
in-aid from the Village, part of their 
regular annual support. The money is 
usually used for May Day celebrations 
(which didn’t happen this year because 
of COVID), for Christmas Light Up, 
event insurance, and advertising. 
Because May Days was cancelled, the 
chamber is only receiving part of the 
$7,500 they usually get.

• Council approved a motion to 
move a project along that would see a 
new heritage mural on the side of the 
Kaslo Community Pharmacy building. 

ArtScape is a multi-year project of 
the Chamber of Commerce that aims 
to bring art to the community on a 
large scale, supporting local artists and 
creating a unique tourism opportunity.

The Heritage Design Review 
Committee will ensure the work meets 
the town’s heritage design standards and 
will make a recommendation to council 
for the final approval of the mural.

• The Storywalk is coming to 
town. The project, created by the 
Kootenay Gambling Support group, is 
called ‘Frank’s Facebook Fiasco’ and 
explores the use of social media and 
our relationship with that technology. 
The story is told through 20 lawn signs 
placed along a path, and is meant for 
viewers of all ages.

“Our motivation for providing 

this activity is to support healthy 
communities,” wrote Vanessa 
Lozecznik. “We recognize that many 
of the attributes imbedded in social 
media and gaming are replicated in 
gambling. We know that by promoting 
critical thinking, self-regulation, and 
healthy behaviours, folks are less likely 
to develop dependencies with gambling, 
gaming and social media.”

Council approved the placement of 
signs along the waterfront for one week 
during the event.

• Periwinkle Daycare asked for 
council’s permission to expand the size 
of its operation to allow for 20 children, 
instead of the current 12. It’s part of the 
daycare’s expansion and improvement 
plans for the Village-owned building. 
Council heartily endorsed the idea.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Parents of high school students in 
Kaslo have been asked to write to the 
Ministry of Education about potential 
cuts to staff and services at the local 
school.

The initiative comes after a meeting 
of the Parent Advisory Council last 
month concerning cuts to staffing at JV 
Humphries School.

“I truly do want to believe that all of 
SD 8 has the same interest in mind, and 
that is we are able to provide education 
to our kids that offers them dignity, and 
options, and purpose,” said Cam Zuk, 
teacher and union leader at the school in 
his opening remarks to parents. “But it’s 
hard to believe that, given some of the 
information we’ve found out regarding 
projected staffing next year.”

Zuk said his fellow teachers were in 
support of him raising these concerns to 
parents at the open-air June 16 meeting.

Zuk said the school district’s current 
funding plans would see the loss of 
nearly six ‘blocks’ of teaching time – 
from 36 to 31.5 blocks, which works 
out to the loss of one full-time teacher.

“One teacher is one teacher, but 
when you look at percentage [of blocks], 
it’s 20% of the teachers in our school 
being cut,” he says. 

Concerns about high school staffing raised at Kaslo PAC
He said the cumulative effects of that 

loss would see many aspects of teaching 
and supporting having to change at the 
school, including what electives might be 
available, teacher prep time, alternative 
teaching supports for students in danger 
of dropping out, the size of drama and 
shop classes, and other aspects of the 
delivery of education.

“Students start to notice that. They 
start to feel that ‘hey, I’m not getting 
what I deserve here,’” he said. “And yes, 
Nelson is an hour away, but Crawford 
Bay has experienced what it’s like 
to play around with these fluctuating 
numbers… because staffing goes lower, 
programs get cut so students leave 
because programs are getting cut.

“It’s that critical mass we are 
approaching… so frustrating that we 
have to deal with this.” 

But the school trustee for the area, 
Dawn Lang, said the concerns being 
raised by Zuk were premature. 

She said because of the provincial 
funding formula, the school district has 
to underestimate the number of teachers 
it needs when drawing up its budget for 
the next school year. That often will show 
the need for a staff cut – but once the 
exact number of students is known, the 
teaching complement is re-filled.

“It changes, even from the time 

of the first projections to now, those 
numbers can change,” said Lang. “…
That’s why the difficulty is for me, is 
putting people through this stress when 
it is not necessary.”

She noted if they hired before 
knowing their exact enrolment numbers, 
the district could find itself having to lay 
off staff halfway through the school year. 

“It is the process that is done every 
year, and it could completely even out by 
the fall,” she said.

Lang said it wasn’t a great system, 
and they are hoping for reforms to the 
funding formula to be recommended in 
a report to be released soon.

She did admit, however, that Zuk 
was correct in pointing out the other 
issues troubling the local school, like 
electives, multi-age classes, enrichment, 
and inclusion.

She encouraged staff and parents to 
lobby locally and up the chain to voice 
their concerns.

“Go to your principal, and if you 
don’t get he answer there, phone the 
superintendent,” she told the parents. “I 
can do work as well, but those are the 
two places to go first. My voice isn’t as 
strong as theirs.”

Zuk distributed a boilerplate letter 
that parents could send to the ministry, 
customizing it as they wish.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A project to pave Kaslo South Road 
(aka the Back Road) and Zwicky Road 
has been cancelled.

The Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure says they won’t improve 
the road after locals complained about 
the project.

“The ministry saw many benefits 
to this proposal, however, many people 
in the community provided feedback 
that they preferred to leave the road in 
its present state as a gravel surface,” 
the department said in an email to the 
Valley Voice. “The ministry respected the 
wishes of the people in the community 
and has decided to move our paving 
program to other locations.”

The program would have seen the 
road, a winding, gravel six-kilometre 
stretch that ambles through farm and wild 
lands south of Kaslo, resurfaced with 
recycled asphalt pavement. The material 
was reclaimed from a resurfacing project 
on Hwy 31 a few years ago.

Kaslo Back Road paving project cancelled after local pushback
The value of the project was 

approximately $1 million.
While the project would have cut 

dust and maintenance problems, it 
was opposed by many residents living 
along the street. They cited concerns 
with speeding drivers, increased traffic, 
and the danger of increased accidents 
between pedestrians and wildlife.

“Can you imagine people coming 
off Hwy 31 and ripping down that back 
road? And it’s pretty curvy and narrow, so 
that’s what I was concerned about,” said 
Irma Aldinger. She particularly worried 
about accidents between vehicles and the 
bear and elk and other wildlife that live 
around her 100-acre property. 

She says she’s willing to put up with 
the dust and potholes if it keeps people 
and animals safe.

“The officials in MOTI deserve a lot 
of credit for coming to this conclusion,” 
said Bill Wells, who lives near the road. 
“There are some valid reasons for the 
paving project. But it was clear to the 
majority of people who live on or near 

this road that the problems that would 
come with paving outweighed the 
benefits.”

Wells noted that more than 50 
locals signed a petition to discontinue 
the project.

“It is a good example of how 
consulting with those affected by project 
plans can inform good decision-making,” 
Wells added. “I hope there will be more 
of this kind of interaction in the future.”

Aldinger also praised how MOTI 
handled the file.

“The MOTI people were very 
gracious, and very professional,” she 
says. “They answered our letters and 
listened to us, which I think is fantastic 
because a lot of times you don’t get 
heard.”

For its part, the ministry says the 
project is dead. “The ministry respects 
the feedback from local residents to 
keep the road as is,” the department 
email says. “We are now reviewing other 
roads in the West Kootenay where we 
will carry on with our paving program.”
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

RECYCLING

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199 ACCOMODATIONS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE

MASSAGE

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca “Experience that Moves”

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca

250-365-9640
Proud to serve the 

Slocan 
Valley!

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

HEALTH

FOR SALE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

CARD OF THANKS

EDUCATION

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
SPECTRUM HOME AND FAMILY 
CARE would like to announce that we are 
under new ownership and management and 
are looking forward to serving the Kootenay 
community. 250-265-3842.
ARTISTS OF ALL DISCIPLINES 
sign up for the Slocan Lake Directory at 
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca before July 15 and 
enter to win $50 from Cowan’s or Eddy’s. 
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION! 
Koots Kids Clothing Store, 222 Lake Ave., 
Silverton General Store. Used clothing and 
footwear accepted. Open Wed-Sat. 11am-
3pm. Follow ‘Koots Kids Clothing Store’ 
on Facebook.

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY 
to live your dream and own your own 
business. Become the proud owner of the 
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the 
main street of New Denver. The newspaper 
business can provide a modest living for you 
and your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 

would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community 
Futures to learn about the free Business Plan 
workshop open to anyone! And if you’re 
eligible, you may also qualify for the Self-
Employment program where you will receive 
ongoing business training and coaching and 
usually financial support while you start your 
business. To learn more call 265-3674 ext. 
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self-Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

HEARTY THANKS to the MOON 
FAMILY for their music to entertain the 
residents at the Victorian Hospital in Kaslo. 

Every week, the residents were able to listen 
and sing along to cheerful oldies and upbeat 
tunes. This was so appreciated during the 
bleak COVID winter.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every 
Friday in downtown New Denver – 9:30am 
to 1pm. This gem of a market offers a 
bounty of local produce, food products, 
flowers, herbs and handmade artisan 
wares. Find us on facebook for weekly 
vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET is 
happening every Saturday, 10 am-2 pm at 
Expo Park in the village of Slocan. Come 
check out our local farmers, artisans, and 
kids zone. For info, call Christina at 250-
355-2635.
BOOKS BY DONATION for the New 
Denver Food Hamper Society. 612 
Josephine St., New Denver. July 1-3, 9 
am-2 pm.
IF YOU WANT TO SPEND some time 
in a beautiful setting, drop in to Kohan 
Weeding Wednesdays, 4-7 pm and help 
keep the Kohan Reflection Garden looking 
marvellous. Your contribution will be 

appreciated by all the Garden’s numerous 
visitors. Bring a trowel for those pesky 
dandelions. Current COVID-19 precautions 
in effect.
ART EXCURSION July 11: ‘Visual 
Storytelling’ with Whitney Taylor 
and Petra Hekkenberg. Photography 
workshop  in  Sandon /Cody.  $30 
w w w. s l o c a n l a k e a r t s c o u n c i l . c a , 
slocanlakeartscouncil@gmail.com, 250-
358-2181.
ART EXCURSION July 19: ‘Draw in 
Awe’ with artist Destanne Norris and Petra 
Hekkenberg. Hike together to Dennis Basin 
Ridge for a sketching workshop on the 
mountain! $50. www.slocanlakeartscouncil.
ca, slocanlakeartscouncil@gmail.com, 
250-358-2181.
THE SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL 
is excited to present the first of our LIVE 
Outdoor Concert Series on the lawn of the 
Slocan Lake Arts Centre in Silverton on 
Friday, July 16, 2021 at 7 pm. Featuring 
the faculty of Mountainside Chamber 
Strings program: Jeff Faragher, Martine 
den Bok, Cvetozar Vutev, Olivia Walsh, 
and Brie Hurlbert playing an assorted 
repertoire of classical and contemporary 

pieces. By donation. Bring your own 
chair or blanket! Funded by BCAC. BC 
COVID-19 guidelines at the time will be 
adhered to. Contact Sue Mistretta for info 
at 250-777-1704.

SAILING MASTER CLASS: 43 year 
Instructor Capt Dave only $299 per person 
add friend/family = $399 no tax. After 3 
classes, adults can sail solo. 250-354-9268 
Ck out Kootenay Catamaran (Youtube). 
Boat, pfd, training sheets incl. Slocan City.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
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SINGLE MALE 63 yrs old and well 
behaved standard poodle clean and quiet, 
would like to help you take care of your 
property and find a home. Financially 
responsible ex home owner. 40 years 
carpenter, builder, project supervisor. For 
basic maintenance, renovations or complete 
new construction and or the best tenant 
you will get! Please call or text Gary @ 
604-354-3384.
EVICTION! I THOUGHT we would’ve 
found a home by now, between Slocan and 
Nakusp. I have lived in New Denver for 21 
years, and my son for 18. We are working, 
and have to move by July 31. Temporary 
housing okay. Land to buy or rent and set 
up an RV would be great. Please help if you 
can. Call 250-358-7198. Carla Nemiroff.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Open 6 days a week
Monday – Saturday

10:30 am - 4 pm
Thanks for 

shopping local!
Main Street, New Denver 

250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

SERVICES

PETS

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

ACCOUNTING 
FOR YOU 

Need to manage your GST, PST, 
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage 
Deduction remittances? 

We provide timely processing 
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and 
Financial Statements 

Sharie Merrifield 
25 years experience 
Email: sha01@telus.net 
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’) 
Tel: (250) 358 - 6806

RENTAL WANTED

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

CLASSIFIED ADS

Core Fitness Classes 
on Zoom 

No impact exercise classes for 
all ages, fitness levels, and body 
types. Focusing on building muscle 
strength, coordination, and flexibil-
ity. Good for the body and the mind.
Just $7.50/class
First class is free. For more details 
email: joy.lukacs8@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

NOTICES

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! 
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais 
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-551-
8505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.
YOGA WITH MARTHA at Bindu 
Community Studio in Winlaw. Gentle 
Hatha Yoga. Meditation. Wednesday 
mornings at 9:15. For more information or 
to register call/text 250-882-1362. www.
ravensperch.co or bindustudio.ca
COUNSELLING: REBECCA RUTH 
GOUTAL .  Regis tered  Therapeut ic 
Counsellor. Welcoming individuals & couples: 
In person & online. Over stressed, anxious, 
alone, depressed, relationship distress? 
Receive skillful compassionate support; Create 
healing & joyful, loving, connected living. 
Transformational workshops & courses: 
Relationship Skills, Self Care, Recovery. Free 
consultations: Rebecca@lovealive.ca 250 
778 7813. LoveAlive Transformative Arts & 
Therapy: LoveAlive.ca

NEED CAREGIVER for home care in 
Winlaw, 8am-12pm. Email flachmoi@
yahoo.com

MUSEUM ATTENDANTS WANTED at 
the Sandon Museum. One full-time (or two 
part-time) adult position(s) and one full-time 
student position available. Adult(s) work 2-5 
days per week until end of September. Wage 
dependent on experience. Student works 
eight weeks in July and August at 35 hours 
per week, $16 per hour. Duties: greeting 
visitors, cleaning, keeping records. Resumes 
can be emailed to sandonmuseum@netidea.
com or mailed to Box 52, New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0 by July 9.
67-YEAR-OLD MAN from New Denver 
area looking for home care, part time. 250-
358-2756.
SPECTRUM HOME & FAMILY CARE 
is hiring personal support workers. Send 
resume and cover letter to employment@
spectrumcares.ca.
WHOLE SCHOOL OPERATIONS 
MANAGER: Starting August 17. General 
administration, public relations, student 
recruitment, bookkeeping, social media 
engagement, facilities management, and 
proficiency with Microsoft professional 
suite are assets. Send cover letter and 
resume to wholeschool@gmail.com. 
Closing date July 31 at 4 pm.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-
551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New 
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
ACA (ADULT CHILDREN OF 
ALCOHOLICS / Dysfunctional Families) 
anonymous group in Nakusp. Call or text 
250-686-0567 for more information. www.
adultchildren.org
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-7760. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for all the things taken from the hotel 
as follows: all the archive pictures that were 
displayed in hallway, BA sign orange and 
blue, grandfather clock, air conditioners in 
all the rooms, 5 old yellow hockey jerseys in 
frame with broken glass, and numerous other 
things. Please return, no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for people who have witnessed: 
heavy machinery driving on our septic field, 
heavy machinery piling snow on our septic 
field, slander against the hotel or hotel owner. 
Please email buyriteautosales@hotmail.com.
BIGFOOT INN would like to thank you for 
coming forward with so much information 
and all the supporting emails. We’re looking 
forward to serving the area again one day.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

HEALTH

HELP WANTED



July 1, 2021   The Valley Voice  25

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Store Hours 9am – 5pm 

Monday- Saturday.  
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

  River Bardati
  250-354-9535

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

WANTED

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca 

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching 
• Water Lines • Land Improvement 

• Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

COMMUNITY

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

July 9,
2021

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for 

details 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

LOOKING FOR LARGE SHOP or 
covered space for Rent/Lease in New 
Denver/Silverton area. Prefer 14’ door and 
high ceiling to fit RVs for my RV Repair 
business. Alpenglow RV Services 250-
551-8605.
SATELLITE TV & INTERNET - 
installation, service & repair: Xplornet, 
Shaw, Telus, Bell; home & business, audio/
video systems, wifi networks, cell boosters, 
repeaters, off-air TV: TJF WORKS - James 
250-505-8392

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
WILL PAY CASH for old Harley Indian 
motorcycles, old cars, old metal signs, gas 
pumps and 1960s to 1972 Ford Broncos. 
Email buyriteautosales@hotmail.com 

SERVICES

submitted
Original places names of the 

Sinixt homeland in the headwaters 
of the Columbia River region 
of BC have been mapped in the 
Interior Salish dialect of the Sinixt. 
Autonomous Sinixt launched the 
map for Canada’s Indigenous Day 
on June 21, joining many other 
contemporary Indigenous Peoples 
worldwide working to reinstate 
traditional place names.

What’s in a name?
This process is known as 

counter-mapping and is a key 
strategy for Indigenous Peoples 
resurging from the devastating 
losses of colonialism. Counter-
mapping foregrounds the traditional 
knowledge of places that have been 
erased by colonization, skewed by 
inconsistencies in previous research 
efforts, or minimized by selective 
language revitalization efforts. The 
back of the map includes extensive 
information about Sinixt lifeways 
and contemporary concerns.

The location-specific information 
for this map is the fruition of over a 
year’s research by Shane Giofu, the 
settler anthropologist who works on 
the T’kikstn Project for Sinixt Dialect 
Revitalization. Giofu notes, “This 
map represents only the beginning 
of the work required. So much has 
been lost or ignored, both by colonial 
and contemporary researchers and 
curriculum creators that ongoing, 
extensive research is needed to 
produce an accurate representation 
of traditional names.”

Autonomous Sinixt are also 

working on a more exhaustive 
digital map which will allow the 
public to explore Sinixt homeland 
even more comprehensively. The 
sinixt.geoforms.ca digital map, once 
launched, will be interactive and 
layered, providing opportunities for 
learning more about Sinixt locations 
as well as pronunciations.

“The specific language of our 
land holds important knowledge 
about this land,” noted Marilyn 
James ,  Au tonomous  S in ix t 
Matriarch, “about how to live here 
and honour it. In spite of how much 
has been lost, my ancestors keep 
urging me to continue this work. 
This land is hungry for the language 
it birthed millenia ago.”

“One of the challenges for 
the public,” noted Giofu, “will be 
learning to pronounce these place 
names in order to begin using them.” 
They are written in the American 
Phonetic Alphabet (APA) because 
the language contains very different 
sounds than English.”

“We will be making the maps 
available free of charge to the five 

School Districts which cover the 
homeland (SD10, SD51, SD20, 
SD19 and SD8),” said project 
Administrator K.L. Kivi. “Educators 
have been so enthusiastically 
clamouring for Sinixt educational 
materials, we can barely keep up 
with the demand. Both the paper 
and digital maps are designed to help 
them in their work.”

The maps are currently available 
at Trail, Rossland and Nakusp 
Museums, Otter Books, Raven’s 
Nest, and other retailers in the 
homeland as well as through the Maa 
Press website at www.maapress.ca.

This work was funded through 
the First Peoples’ Cultural Council 
and the Department of Canadian 
Heritage.
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Scott 
Henderson

It is with deep sorrow that we 
share this announcement. Scott 
Henderson, beloved son, father, 
brother and friend passed on May 
30th. Scott is not gone, he is just a 
little further away on his journey.

Scott was predeceased by his 
dad, Herbert Henderson and his 
brother, Glen Henderson. Survived 
by his daughter Kyla Henderson and 
his mother Sheila Henderson.

His family, life brothers and sisters, and love partner will miss him 
greatly.

A public Gathering will be held on July 17, 2021
(For details contact Magali at midwifemagali@gmail.com)

“TURAS MILAS,” Scott

by Jan McMurray
Johnsons Landing is the most 

recent community in our area 
to receive FireSmart Canada 
Neighbourhood Recognition.

On June 15, RDCK Wildfire 
Mitigation Specialist Kevin Smith 
presented the FireSmart sign to four 
members of the Johnsons Landing 
Community Association board and 
FireSmart community champions: 
Karen Newmoon, Angele Ortega, 
Brock Snyder and Breanne Hope.

Johnsons Landing joins several 
other communities in Area D (North 
Kootenay Lake) who have or are 
working towards FireSmart Canada 
Neighbourhood Recognition.

Woodbury, Loki Lots and 
Pineridge have all been recognized, 
and Lardeau and Schroeder Creek 
are well on their way. There has been 
interest from Ainsworth and Mirror 
Lake, too, Smith reports.

Johnsons Landing recently received FireSmart Neighbourhood Recognition. Kevin Smith, RDCK wildfire mitigation specialist, with Johnsons 
Landing participants Brock Snyder, Karen Newmoon and Breanne Hope.

Johnsons Landing receives FireSmart Canada Neighbourhood Recognition
“Each  communi ty  has  a 

champion for the program,” he 
said. “Anyone who is interested can 
give me a call or send me an email 
or contact the RDCK office. Let’s 
work together to get every one of the 
communities in the North Kootenay 
Lake area recognized.”

Smith explained that  the 
Neighbourhood Recognit ion 
Program requires the consent of all 
participating homeowners. “One of 
the biggest jobs of the champion is 
to reach out and let the community 
know it’s happening. If someone 
doesn’t want to participate, we don’t 
include their home in the metrics.”

Smith said he walks around the 
neighbourhood with the champion 
and records what kind of roof and 
siding each participating home has, 
and assesses the immediate zone 
(100 feet) around the home. “It takes 
five or ten minutes per home,” Smith 

said. “I try not to step foot onto the 
private property – I do it from the 
roadside. It’s really non-invasive.”

Smith says the neighbourhood 
assessment  a l so  inc ludes  a 
comprehensive overview of wildfire 
behaviour in the community, fire 
response capability, topography, 
fuel loads, access and egress for fire 
crews, water sources, etc.

“And we talk to the local 
FireSmart committee, champion 
and neighbourhood about their vision 

and concerns,” he said.
Smith writes up a report with all 

this information, and once the report 
is done, “we build an action plan,” 
he says. “The neighbourhood is in 
charge. They decide on three main 
action points for the plan.”

One common action is to educate 
residents, by having Smith come and 
give a talk, for example. Another is 
to have a work party, where everyone 
cleans up the fine fuels in their yards. 
A $500 FireSmart grant is available 

for these events and can be used to 
provide lunch, and to cover the cost 
of hauling the material to the transfer 
station or renting a chipper.

Smith also does individual 
home assessments in the North 
Kootenay Lake area. These take 
two to three hours and result in a 
report with recommendations on 
how to firesmart your own home and 
property. There is no charge. Smith 
says he has done over 200 of these 
assessments over the years in Area D.

by Jan McMurray
The meeting opened with 215 

seconds of silence for the children 
found buried at the residential school 
in Kamloops.

•In a moving presentation, Ki 
Louie, Creston high school teacher 
and member of the Lower Kootenay 
Band, requested that Prince Charles 
Secondary School in Creston be 
renamed.

“What I am going to propose to 
you is reconciliation in action,” he 
said. “In an act of reconciliation to 
the Lower Kootenay Band and the 
Indigenous community, take Prince 
Charles out of our name.”

Louie said he had nothing against 
the man, but that the name is a 
reminder of colonialism. He said the 
Creston school was named after 
Prince Charles because he was born 
the same year as the school was being 
planned. “That’s the only connection,” 
he said.

The school opened in 1951 
and the first Lower Kootenay Band 
member to graduate from the school 
was in 1971, 20 years after the school 
opened. The second LKB grad was in 
1974 and the third in 1990. There was 
“a variety of reasons” why the school 
was inaccessible to members of the 
band, Louie said, including the advent 
of residential schools.

SD 8, June 16: Prince Charles removed from name of Creston high school
Louie said he didn’t have a new 

name to recommend just yet for the 
school, but names that had come 
up in his discussions with the chief 
and council, Lower Kootenay Band 
education committee and school 
staff were Creston Valley Secondary 
School, Kootenay River Secondary 
School and Creston Kootenay 
Secondary School. 

“We hope to create an inclusive 
environment that reflects all students 
who come through our doors,” he said.

The board agreed to temporarily 
change the regular non-legal usage of 
the school’s name to Creston Valley 
Secondary School while the district 
investigates the legal process for a 
name change. Louie will continue 
to consult with several groups and 
will report back to the board with a 
recommendation for the permanent 
new name for the school.
Lead in drinking water 
update

Director of Operations Bruce 
MacLean gave an update on the lead 
content in drinking water at district 
sites. Since 2016, testing must be done 
every three years.

MacLean said that in 2016, all 
sites were tested, with samples taken 
from drinking water fountains and staff 
rooms. There were 10 test results that 
exceeded the limit for lead content at 

the time.
For the second round of testing 

in 2019, the limit for lead content 
had been cut in half, so there were 
significantly more test results that 
exceeded the new limit. A total of 
34 sites – 18 water fountains and 
16 faucets with sinks – had to be 
remediated. Of the 18 water fountains, 
nine have been or will be removed, 
five have been replaced with bottle fill 
stations and four are scheduled to be 
replaced with bottle fill stations. Of the 
16 faucets, nine have been replaced, 
although four need further testing. 
Five others will be replaced, with 
parts on order. Two faucets – at the 
WEG staffroom and the Creston bus 
garage – will not be replaced. Bottled 
water will continue to be supplied at 
those sites.
Farewell remarks

This was the last board meeting 
for Superintendent Christine Perkins 
and Director of Operations Bruce 
MacLean. Perkins was superintendent 
of the school district for four years, 
and will be moving on to the Vernon 
School District for next school year. 
MacLean worked at SD 8 for 37 years. 
Chair Lenora Trenaman and Secretary-
Treasurer Michael McLellan both 
made farewell remarks and there was 
applause all around in appreciation of 
their contributions to the district.
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Michael 
George 
Jmieff

February 19, 1940 – 
June 18, 2021

Michael George Jmieff passed away 
peacefully at Talarico Place on 
June 18, 2021. He was a beloved 

husband, father, grandfather, brother and lifelong member of the USCC 
Doukhobor community.
Mike was born in 1940 to Polly and George Jmieff of Winlaw, BC. He was 
four years younger than his brother Tim, and twenty minutes older than 
his twin sister Nellie. The family lived on Doukhobor community land in 
Winlaw, and from an early age Mike had to help with chores on the farm, 
such as carrying water from the river, chopping wood, and making hay.
After finishing Grade 6 at the old red schoolhouse in Winlaw, Mike went 
to work at the age of 15 to help support his family. He worked for a time 
at a sawmill in New Denver and in a mine before finding his calling as a 
cook. He worked his way up from peeling potatoes as a kitchen “flunky,” to 
running the camp kitchen at the KFP logging camp in Lardeau.
In 1974, Mike married the love of his life, Nina. Together they raised two 
children, Natasha and Lucas. They continued to live on the family farm, 
keeping chickens and cows, growing a large garden, and participating in 
many USCC Doukhobor community activities, including Sunday schools, 
the Slocan Valley choir, Heritage Choir, and many other groups through the 
years. Mike was devoted to Doukhobor singing, and directed the Slocan 
Valley choir after the previous director, Bill Voykin, retired.
Mike loved the land he lived on, especially the cows and garden. He taught 
his children to grow food and help on the farm. He also loved Doukhobor 
prayers, singing and traditions, and worked hard to pass this love on to 
his children.
Mike was an honest, selfless man who would help anybody in need, 
and rarely said no when asked to volunteer his time, energy, or financial 
resources for a good cause. He was devoted to his wife and family, to his 
community, and to his Doukhobor faith. He had a strong faith in God, and 
worked all his life to live with kindness, humility and true spiritual strength. 
It was a shock to the family when Mike suffered a severe stroke in 2017. 
Although Nina tried to care for him at home, he eventually became a resident 
at Talarico Place in Castlegar. For 3 ½ years, his friendly smile cheered 
staff and residents alike.
Mike was predeceased by his brother Tim in 2018, his mother Polly in 2006 
and father George in 1972. Left to mourn are his wife Nina, daughter Nata-
sha (and partner Garry Tarasoff), son Lucas (and wife Ginia and daughter 
Violet), sister Nellie Keraiff, nephew Randy Keraiff, nieces Karen Heddle 
(Curt) and Jackie Keraiff (Phil Churchill), and their families.
The family would like to thank the staff of Talarico Place and Dr. Keith Merritt 
for taking care of Mike when his family could not. Thanks to all those who 
made his last years at Talarico full of social visits, music and laughter! Thank 
you to Bill Strilaeff and Castlegar Funeral Chapel, and to funeral officiant 
Peter Relkoff and his wife Shirley. 
Mike valued all his friends and family, his Slocan Valley neighbours, and 
every member of his Doukhobor spiritual community. If you wish, please 
say a prayer for Mike, and remember him kindly. Donations to Iskra or the 
USCC in Mike’s memory are welcome. To leave a personal message of 
condolence, please go to www.castlegarfuneral.com

Вечная память в Царствии небесном.
Eternal consciousness in the heavenly kingdom.

We love you Mike, and will miss you always!

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Debra Rushfeldt’s painting space 
on Broadway has been consumed by 
a giant western toad… or at least, a 
painting of one.

Sort of like how the project itself 
has consumed Rushfeldt these last 
few months.

But she’s okay with that.
“I would be open to doing more 

murals – I’m comfortable with it now,” 
she told the Valley Voice in a recent 
visit to her Nakusp working space. “It 
took me lots of research to figure out 
the best methods – what to paint it on, 
the paint to use, etc.”

Rushfeldt moves between her 
paint table and a ladder as she talks, 
adding the final touches to her 10’ 
x 25’ mural of a western toad. She 
says she wanted to scale up the tiny 
creature to highlight its beauty that can 
be overlooked.

“As an ar t is t ,  my natural 
inclination is to gravitate towards 
objects and ideas that are somewhat 
common and overlooked, such as the 
western toad, and bring the viewer’s 
attention to what I find interesting 

Final prep underway for new Nakusp mural
about the subject matter by focusing in 
on details,” she says. “I was fascinated 
by the toad’s skin and its eyes initially, 
but where I really fell in love with this 
creature was when my research took 
me to toad and frog symbolism in 
native cultures.”

As she completes the final 
mushroom in the forest scene – which 
features a toad the size of a cow, settled 
peacefully on the forest floor – she 
recalls how all this got started when 
she heard about a funding call for 
public art last fall.

“I thought it would be different 
from what other towns had… I didn’t 
want to do another historic mural 
or figurative stuff,” she says. “But I 
thought it would be really cool to have 
a big western toad.”

Working on the proposal, and on 
the painting of the creature itself, has 
allowed Rushfeldt to connect with how 
special the humble creature is.

“Toads are considered magical 
creatures and associated with the 
power of transformation in myths 
because of their four stages of life,” she 
says. “They represent adaptability and 
regeneration, and symbolize the power 

of change. Their croaking rain song 
speaks of cleansing, harmony and new 
life. I thought a lot about these toad 
associations and many others while I 
was working on my proposal.”

And thinking upon it, she’s come 
to realize her work can have a wider 
meaning now too.

“I wanted to be part of the dialogue 
that is taking place among many of 
our creative residents that Nakusp 
is an inspiring place to live, and our 
downtown can express this with 
beautiful gardens and sculptures by 
local artists,” she says. “I feel the 
western toad is a powerful, positive 
symbol for a mural in Nakusp as 
we move through the challenges 
that 2020/2021 has manifested for 
everyone.”

The mural will be hung on the side 
of Rushfeldt’s gallery on Broadway, 
where it will just begin its 10-to-
25-year lifespan of entertaining the 
community and visitors.

“I hope people will have fun with 
the scale of the piece. The toad is so 
large, people look Lilliputian next to 
it,” she says. “I hope people will be 
engaged with all the details I have 

painted, and it will stimulate their 
imaginations and take them to another 
world that is somehow more magical 
and connected. 

“I hope children and adults alike 
are stimulated to learn more about 
the western toad, and toads and frogs 
in general and their important role in 
ecology of our forests. Lastly, I hope 
that people will see and understand 
that in symbology, the toad teaches us 
to look beneath the surface and seek 

the real beauty of every situation, 
however unattractive it might appear 
on the surface.”

But the last brushstrokes on the 
painting is only the end of the first 
part of preparing the work for public 
display. She’s still got several weeks 
of applying protective coatings and 
varnish to the work, and preparing it 
for installation on her building. 

There will be an unveiling 
ceremony on July 18.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

With cool, wet weather in the first 
part of last month, and baking-hot 
temperatures ending it, you can say 
it’s been a challenging year so far for 
gardeners in the West Kootenay. But 
members of the Kaslo Community 
Garden are at least enjoying an 
improved facility.

“Last fall, despite COVID, we 
replaced the A Avenue fence. That 
was a project we really wanted to get 
done,” says Catherine McCormick, 
a member of the Kaslo Community 
Garden executive.

The new fence is only one 
improvement. The society also 
removed one garden plot and moved 
the raspberry patch in order to expand 
and improve their composting system 
this summer. The compost area will 
be enlarged and a system with lidded 

Kaslo green thumbs enjoying improved community garden
bins installed to keep the area better 
contained.

“It seems to be every time I 
work at the garden, there’s someone 
I don’t know who’s coming in to 
dump their stuff in the compost pile,” 
says McCormick. “We realized there 
needs to be a bigger area – it’s getting 
too crowded out there.”

Residents of Kaslo can put their 
garden waste in the society’s compost 
pile free of charge – though a donation 
to the society is appreciated.

McCormick says all 18 plots at 
the garden have been spoken for this 
year, and are producing greens and 
other vegetables. A couple of plots, 
as well as some berry patches and 
fruit trees are help-yourself.

“Our help-yourself gardens – and 
people do help themselves – and 
our self-pick berry gardens are 
enthusiastically picked,” she said.  

Locals will also notice some 
changes to the berry patch this year.

“We’ll still be able to pick 
raspberries, as we have about a 
third of them moved, but the old 
raspberry patch will be replaced by 
the composing operation,” she says. 

Another new feature this year is 
a pollinator garden – a flower garden 
designed to attract and feed bees and 
other pollinators. 

“That came about because of a 
fundraiser for the Kaslo library,” says 
McCormick. A member of the society 
put in a bid for a pollinator-garden 
kit that was offered at an auction, 
and won. “So the Kaslo Community 
garden is home to one of those 
pollinator gardens.”

The projects were done with 
a $1,000 grant from CFNKLS, or 
Community Fund of North Kootenay 
Lake. 

Kaslo Community Garden member Lorraine Symmes at the garden.
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submitted
The 2020-21 academic school 

year marks the 70th anniversary of 
two SD 8 secondary schools in the 
Slocan Valley. You can now read all 
about the history of public education 
at Mount Sentinel Secondary and 
W.E. Graham Community School 
in a new publication: Valley High 
- Seventy Years of Secondary 
Education in the Slocan Valley.

The stories and photographs in 
this commemorative book represent 
a glimpse into school life during the 
previous 70 years and share several 
collective memories for past students 
and staff.

Authored by recently retired 
principal Glen Campbell, the 80+ 
page pictorial chapter book takes 
readers through each decade since 
both schools opened their doors in 
1951. Campbell served as a teacher, 
counsellor, coach, vice-principal 
and principal at Mount Sentinel 
Secondary School over his 32-year 
tenure with SD 8 Kootenay Lake.

“The challenge, of course, 
is dealing with fading memories 
and a limited amount of evidence 
of a school’s storied past,” said 
Campbell, “This book will hopefully 
be a starting point for that ongoing 
collection into the future.”

Valley High - Seventy Years of 
Secondary Education in the Slocan 
Valley is now available for purchase 
($20) on the District website: https://

A book commemorating 70 years of education in the Slocan Valley has been published and is 
available for sale on the School District 8 website.

70 years of Slocan Valley 
schooling celebrated in 
commemorative publication

www.sd8.bc.ca/store
“We hope this project inspires 

others to continue to collect and 
share their stories for years to come 
– stories that celebrate learning as 
well as the many individuals who 
contribute to making our schools 
a wonderful place to learn,” said 
Lenora Trenaman, board chair of 
SD 8.

Special thanks go to outgoing 
Superintendent Dr. Christine Perkins 
for her vision to see this history 
recorded and celebrated. Local 
historian Greg Nesteroff was also 
immensely helpful with this project. 

“Greg’s passion for journalism 
and local history was instrumental 
in providing a wealth of information 
to help piece this project together,” 
said Campbell.

“I would like to acknowledge 
both Glen Campbell and Slocan 
parent  and communicat ions 
consultant, Eden DuPont, for their 
exemplary work on this historical 
project,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Christine Perkins. 

The district also gratefully 
acknowledges the contributions 
provided by many former and current 
employees, community members, 
and past and present students. All 
content for this publication was 
collected through verbal interviews, 
unpublished interviews, yearbooks, 
school records and published articles 
in local media.

by Jan McMurray
WE Graham Communi ty 

School will surely be turning out 
the next generation of mountain bike 
champions.

The school’s dirt pump track has 
opened, and all the students have 
had lessons with Tristin Sinclair of 
Nakusp, certified mountain bike 
instructor.

“It’s great to see how quickly the 
kids got it,” principal Mike Hurley 
said. “This is a high quality track 
that we probably never would have 
gotten without the giving nature of 
our local contractors.”

At the official grand opening on 
June 23, each WEG student – from 
kindergarten to grade 10 – had a turn 
riding the track in timed trials while 
their schoolmates cheered them on.

Before starting the timed trials, 
principal Mike Hurley thanked 
project manager Peter Schwarz of 
Highland Creek Contracting out 
of New Denver and Jessie Novak 
of Sustainable Roots Contracting 
in Slocan for making the project 
happen.

“We were having a hard time 
finding someone to do the design 
work,” he said. “We met Peter 
through Jesse and they said, ‘we can WE Graham students rode the new pump track in timed trials at the grand opening on June 23.

WE Graham pump track ready to ride
get this done fast.’ In under a month 
from when they started clearing, we 
got this amazing track.”

In an interview, Schwarz said the 
track was designed for intermediate/
advanced riders, “but it works for 
everybody, beginners included,” he 

said. He added that pump tracks are 
gaining popularity internationally, 
as they help develop the bike skills 
that riders need out on the mountain 
biking trails.

Silverton Transport brought 
in over 200 cubic yards of locally 

sourced clay-based soil, Schwarz 
said, and with the help of Sustainable 
Roots, Macro Earthworks, Tristin 
Sinclair and Jackson Buller, the team 
built the track in about two weeks 
after clearing the area.

“ T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r 

enthusiasm!” Schwarz said to the 
students at the grand opening.

“Smooth is fast and fast is 
smooth,” Sinclair remarked.

The project was funded by 
Columbia Basin Trust, School 
District 8 and the Village of Slocan.

Students, parents and staff came out for the grand opening of the new Slocan pump track.


