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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

An RDCK survey about creating a 
new recreation facility at Campbell Field 
at the junction has found strong support for 
such a proposal – but adds a little confusion 
about what activities would happen there.

The survey found more than three-
quarters of respondents (78%) want to see 
some sort of recreational activity take place 
at Campbell Field – though traditional 
sports like hockey or soccer take a distant 
back seat in the results.

“The results were all over the map,” 
says Area H Director Walter Popoff, who’s 
spearheading the initiative. “A few things 
came to light… what was surprising 
was people choosing walking, trail use, 
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing [as 
preferred activities] – and we have the 
Rails to Trails right there…

“It was a little bit of an anomaly. Why 
would you want another facility when you 
have the most beautiful trail in the Slocan 
Valley – well managed, well used – for 
your cross-country skiing?”  

Campbell Field survey finds support for new rec facility at Playmor Junction
Campbell Field is a 3.5-hectare (8.6-

acre) field adjacent to Mount Sentinel 
Secondary School in South Slocan, about a 
20-minute drive from Castlegar or Nelson. 
The field was gifted to the RDCK in 2016 
by the South Slocan Sports Association, 
allowing local decision makers to “set out 
with a blank canvas to explore the future 
potential of the site as a recreation hub” 
for the area.

The consulting company, RC 
Strategies, spent the fall of 2020 
conducting coded and open-access surveys 
of locals, community groups and the wider 
community for their ideas on what should 
be done to improve the field for users. 
More than 1,200 people responded to 
the survey. 

While there’s overwhelming support 
for some sort of facility, the results are far 
less clear about what kind of indoor or 
outdoor activities should take place. And 
there’s not a lot of support for travelling to 
the site for traditional team sports. 

The only activity to generate a 
majority response from respondents was 

‘attending a performance.’ More than 
three-quarters of respondents said they 
would drive 10-20 minutes to the field 
to view a performance. Cross-country 
skiing, family gatherings, jogging, yoga, 
birdwatching and swimming were the 
other highest-rated activities that people 
said they would travel to the site for.

Hockey, volleyball, basketball, curling 
all placed in the single digits of preferred 
activities at the site – perhaps reflecting 
the majority (57%) of respondents’ age, 
between 40 and 70.

Less than half the respondents (47%) 
said they were willing to pay higher taxes 
for creating a facility – although 62% of 
people living within 10 minutes of the 
site were willing to pay more. A full 26% 
of people were opposed to paying higher 
taxes for a facility. 

“It’s like the consultant said, ‘if it’s like 
that, at least we’re all on the bus, everyone 
is still staying on the bus,’” says Popoff. 
“But the crunch will come when we come 
down to what people want to develop for 
the facility, and how much they’re willing 

to pay for it. That’s when people start 
getting off the bus.”

RDCK area directors, staff and school 
district representatives have reviewed the 
results and continue to discuss the next 
steps. A more detailed report is expected 
from the consultants later this year.

“They’ll incorporate the comments 
received, the views of the ratepayers and 
stakeholders from the RDCK areas and 
municipalities, and come back with a 
working concept,” Popoff told the Valley 

Voice. “I’m hoping they’ll come back with 
a capital and operating cost estimates, a 
partnership model, ownership model, and 
operating model.”

Popoff says the public will be informed 
and consulted as planning progresses – and 
cautions there’s still plenty of work to do 
before ground is broken.

“We can assure you it’s not likely 
going to happen in 2021,” he says. “It 
depends on who wants to stay in and who 
wants to back out” among stakeholders.

A new recreation facility may be coming to Campbell Field in South Slocan.
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

30 years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

West Kootenay backcountry ski 
operators say though it’s been a “brutal” 
past few months, they are optimistic for 
the future.

Most say planning early for 
a reduced season, enacting careful 
protocols, and government support 
helped them weather the economic storm 
created by the pandemic.

The Valley Voice checked in with 
operators last week, after interviewing 
them for their predictions for the 2020-
21 ski season (see ‘With winter looming, 
West Koot ski tour operators say they’ve 
adapted,’ Valley Voice, October 8, 2020).
“Super-relieved it’s over”

Six months ago, Shelly Glasheen 
of Valkyr Adventures said they had lost 
six weeks of spring skiing earlier in the 
year, and expected a big drop when 
border restrictions blocked US customers 

Backcountry ski operators optimistic for future
from accessing their three Valhalla range 
lodges.

“We stayed open, and allowed 
the people who felt they could travel 
to fulfill their weeks, and then we just 
kept our staff, our lodge open – because 
it’s a big operation to close them down 
and reopen,” says Glasheen. “Our plan 
seemed to work.”

Glasheen says they’re closed for the 
season now, and while they lost about 
two-thirds of their regular business, she 
still calls it a success.

“Though I’m super relieved it’s 
over,” she says, laughing. “We don’t 
have anyone in our care; we don’t have 
to worry about our customers. The year 
worked as well as we hoped it would.”

She says they have begun taking 
bookings for the summer hiking season, 
and the future looks great – all COVID 
things being equal.

“We are fully booked up for 2021-
22, and we’re almost booked solid 
for ’23 for all three lodges,” she says. 
“We’re getting books into ‘24, ’25, and 
even ’26.”
Hyper-local

An even more restrictive operating 
plan worked well for the Ice Creek 
Lodge, a backcountry operator based 
in Slocan City. The lodge announced it 
was going to run ‘hyper-local’ groups 
this winter – only accepting guests from 
the Slocan Valley and immediate area.

“Because we decided early on 

that we weren’t going to have a winter 
season, that decision was crucial,” 
says Courtney Hulbert, who co-owns 
the business. “We set ourselves up for 
a season of zero revenue, so we were 
prepared for that. 

“We did generate a bit of revenue, 
so that was great, but mostly we were 
doing maintenance and providing some 
employment for some of our staff.”

The lodge invested in a new guest 
house based in Slocan, and did other 
improvements to their operations. She 
says the company has come out of the 
year better than expected, and the future 
is looking good.

“We’re fully booked for 2022, and 
we’re halfway booked for 2023,” she 
says. “Our programming is going to 
be busier this summer than the last few 
summers.”

While revenues were impacted 
greatly, and spending up as the company 
invested in maintenance, support from 
government to their industry helped their 
bottom line.

“We accessed all the federal grants, 
and some provincial ones, and we have 
applications out for a few smaller ones. 
We’re trying to use those opportunities,” 
she says, “Because of them we’ve been 
able to move forward with summer, 
and our renovations this year – we’re 
putting in bedrooms in one lodge – that’s 
fantastic.”

In fact, the industry-government 
initiative helped more than just Ice 
Creek Lodge.

Valhalla Mountain Touring operates 
a full-service lodge from the north end of 
Slocan lake, near Nakusp.

Owner Jasmin Caton says the BC 
Tourism Resiliency Network program 
has played a role in helping her forge 
ahead. VMT has been able to access 

funding through the Canada Emergency 
Business Account (CEBA) and the BC 
Small-and-Medium-Sized Business 
Recovery Grant Program. 

“We are hanging in there,” said 
Caton, noting that, like other operators, 
they saw huge reductions in guests this 
year. “As the sole operator, I have been 
stretched, so the support of the Tourism 
Resiliency Network through Kootenay 
Rockies Tourism Association, has been 
nothing short of positive – providing 
information, ideas and helping me access 
grant funding that has provided me some 
assurance that things will be okay.”

Caton spent the season focusing her 
marketing efforts on the local population, 
pivoting to summer hiking opportunities 
and hosting retreats. She thinks the 
opportunity for people to get outdoors 
and get active has brought some relief 
from the COVID mental fatigue that 
many are experiencing.
Nakusp hit hard

One company that didn’t try to 
operate this season was CMH Heli-
Skiing & Summer Adventures, one of 
the largest high-country operations in the 
West Kootenay. As the operator of The 
Lodge at Arrow Lakes in Nakusp, CMH 
is a major employer in that community 
year-round. A company spokesman 
told Valley Voice in October they were 
expecting a “normal season.” But they 
decided not to operate at all.

“With COVID-19 travel advisories 
in place, we decided to do the safest 
thing for our staff, guests, and the 
communities in which we operate and 
move our guests’ heli-ski bookings to 
the 2021-22 season,” said Rob Rohn, 
CMH General Manager & Director of 
Mountain Operations.

CMH officials were proud of the 
work they had done last summer to 
prepare for a pandemic ski season. 
While the protocols and precautions 
the company planned weren’t used, the 
exercise wasn’t a waste, Rohn says. 

“We’re really proud of the protocols 
we established – especially a 30-person 
trip simulation we ran that was the largest 
of its kind in the industry,” he says. 
“Although we didn’t have the chance 
to use our protocols this winter season, 
we’ll adapt some elements to use during 
future seasons.”

Despite the loss of a whole season, 
things are looking up for the future, he 
says. The company has “limited spaces” 
available for the 2021-22 winter season, 
though there are still some trips available. 

“Heli-skiing is in demand,” says 
Rohn. “We’re seeing an interest level 
that’s unlike any other season. It’s 
incredible to see people’s excitement.”

The company is also planning to 
start operations again this summer, 
providing heli-hiking tours in the East 
Kootenay.

38 families with young children from Kaslo and Area D enjoyed a Spring Scavenger Hunt along 
Kaslo’s Waterfront Trail April 2-5. Pictured here are Lubo (father) and Lubko (son) Jezik. The 

Early Years Program of North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society organized the event 
and each child received a goodie bag filled with a new book, seeds to plant and craft supplies. 

Generously funded by the Public Health Agency of Canada and Columbia Basin Trust.

Elenor Roos was one of many Kaslo area children who enjoyed the Scavenger Hunt on Easter weekend.
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VILLAGE OF SILVERTON
 2021 GENERAL LOCAL BY-ELECTION

NOTICE OF NOMINATION
Public Notice is given to the electors of the Village of Silverton that nominations for the offices of:
MAYOR - ONE (1)
COUNCILLOR – ONE (1)
will be received by the Chief Election Officer or a designated person, as follows:

By hand, mail or other delivery service:
Village of Silverton Municipal Office 
421 Lake Avenue, P.O. Box 14, 
Silverton, B.C. V0G 2B0

From 9:00 am May 4th, 2021
To 4:00 pm May 14th, 2021

Excluding statutory holidays and weekends

By fax to:  250-358-2321
By email to:  elections@silverton.ca

From 9:00 am May 4th, 2021
To 4:00 pm May 14th, 2021

Originals of faxed or emailed nomination documents must be received by the Chief Election Officer by 4:00 pm on May 21, 2021.
Nomination forms are available at the Silverton Village office from 10 am, May 4, 2021 to the close of the nomination period, or via email request (elections@silverton.ca)

Candidates must be nominated in writing by two duly qualified electors of the Village of Silverton. The nomination documents shall be subscribed to by the Candidate. At the time of filing the 
nomination documents, the Candidate shall also file with the Chief Election Officer a written disclosure as required under the Financial Disclosure Act.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE
A person is qualified to be nominated, elected, and to hold office as a member of local government if they meet the following criteria:

·	 Canadian citizen;
·	 18 years of age or older on general voting day June 19th, 2021; 
·	 resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day nomination papers are filed;
·	 not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from being nominated for, being elected to or holding the office, or be otherwise disqualified by law.

CAMPAIGN PERIOD EXPENSE LIMITS
In accordance with the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, for the 2021 general local by-election, the following expense limit for candidates during the campaign period applies: 

Mayor, $10,000.00
Councillor: $5,000.00

THIRD PARTY ADVERTISING LIMITS
In accordance with the Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, for the 2021 general local by-election, the following third-party advertising limits apply:

Mayor and Councillor  $750.00
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION on the nomination process, please email elections@silverton.ca or contact the following persons by telephone:
Sonya Martineau, Chief Election Officer at 250.352.8234
Hillary Elliott, Deputy Chief Election Officer at 250.358.2472
For further information on campaign period expense limits and third-party advertising limits, please contact Elections BC:
Toll-free phone: 1-855-952-0280
Email: lecf@elections.bc.ca
Website: www.elections.bc.ca/lecf

ADVANCE ELECTOR REGISTRATION
Are you eligible to vote in the Village of Silverton’s municipal by-election on June 19, 2021? Is your name on the current list of electors?
If you are not sure, you can find out by contacting the Village of Silverton Election Staff via phone (250-358-2472) or by emailing the Chief Election Officer at elections@silverton.ca In light of the 
current Provincial Health Order, phone and/or email are strongly preferred over in-person visits.  
Advance elector registrations will be accepted at the Village of Silverton, Village Office until April 27, 2021. With the exception of registrations on voting days, elector registrations will not be accepted 
during the period of April 28, 2021 until June 21st, 2021.

ELECTOR QUALIFICATIONS
RESIDENT ELECTORS:
• 18 years of age or older on general voting day for the by-election; and
• a Canadian citizen; and
• a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day of registration; and
• a resident of the Village of Silverton for at least 30 days immediately before the day of registration; and
• not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election or assent voting and not otherwise disqualified by law.
NON-RESIDENT PROPERTY ELECTORS:
• 18 years of age or older on general voting day for the by-election; and
• a Canadian citizen; and
• a resident of British Columbia for at least 6 months immediately before the day of registration; and
• a registered owner of real property in the Village of Silverton for at least 30 days immediately before the day of registration; and
• not entitled to register as a resident elector; and
• not disqualified under the Local Government Act or any other enactment from voting in an election or assent voting and not otherwise disqualified by law; and
• if there is more than one registered owner of the property, only one of those individuals may, with the written consent of the majority of the owners, register as a non-resident property elector.

LIST OF REGISTERED ELECTORS
Beginning May 4th, 2021 until the close of general voting for the by-election on June 19, 2021, a copy of the list of registered electors will be available for public inspection, at the office of the Deputy 
Chief Election Officer, Village of Silverton, 421 Lake Street, Silverton, BC, during regular office hours, Tuesday to Thursday, excluding statutory holidays. Before inspecting the list, a person must 
sign a statement that they will not inspect the list or use the information included in the list except for the purposes of Part 3 – Electors and Elections of the Local Government Act. An elector may 
request that their address or other information about them be omitted from or obscured on the list of electors.

OBJECTION TO REGISTRATION OF AN ELECTOR
An objection to the registration of a person whose name appears on the list of registered electors may be made in accordance with the Local Government Act until 4:00 pm on May 14, 2021. An 
objection must be in writing and may only be made by a person entitled to be registered as an elector of the Village of Silverton and can only be made on the basis that a person whose name 
appears on the list of electors has died or that a person whose name appears on the list of electors is not qualified to be registered as an elector of the Village of Silverton.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION on these matters, please email elections@silverton.ca or contact the following persons by telephone:

Sonya Martineau, Chief Election Officer at 250.352.8234 • Hillary Elliott, Deputy Chief Election Officer at 250.358.2472
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

– KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –
Happy Hour is back! 3 PM–5 PM & 9 PM–10 PM. Drink and 
appetizer specials.Open from 12PM Wed – Sun, CLOSED 

Mon & Tues. WWW.KASLOHOTEL.COM 250-353-7714

Enough
Okay. Enough. Please, no more 

letters on COVID-19. I’m sure I’m 
not the only reader who is sick to 
death of them hogging Voices from 
the Valleys.

The people relying on science 
will ignore the conspiracy theorists, 
and the tinfoil-hat brigade are so 
righteous and sure they are smarter 
than the experts that they will never 
be convinced.

So, please, all of you, drop it. 
Please, Jan, don’t print any more 
letters about COVID, from either 
side.

Katrine Campbell
New Denver

Another perspective 
on Vanden Bossche

There were two letters in the 
previous edition of the Valley Voice that 
extensively quoted a Dr. Geert Vanden 
Bossche’s comments on vaccines against 
COVID-19. One letter was from Susan 
Yurychuk, and the other from Ellen 
Chambers. They and other followers of 
Dr. Vanden Bossche might be interested 
to read the following article which 
regards his writings as misguided, and 
explains why: https://www.mcgill.ca/
oss/article/covid-19-critical-thinking-
pseudoscience/doomsday-prophecy-dr-
geert-vanden-bossche

Keith Newberry
Slocan

Got the shot
Some of the after-effects of 

surviving COVID-19 are lung damage, 
no energy, an inability to return to work, 
loss of smell. Some of these effects are 
permanent. After hearing about these 
side effects, my wife and I decided to 
go and have the shot. So far, the only 
side effect we have had is a sore arm 
at the injection site. I’ll take this to the 
possible side effects of getting COVID. 
In four months, I’ll get the second shot.

Ron Heppner
Edgewood

A challenge
Dear authors of all those letters that 

express a disbelief of the reality and 
severity of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and indeed express a contempt for the 
measures and restrictions ordered by 
our health and government agencies: 
What would YOU do in times like 
this, knowing full well that hundreds of 
thousands have died from the effects of 
the virus on the human body, whether as 
the main cause or only as a contributing 
factor to a compromised organ or body?

Would you abandon all precautions 
and hope for ‘herd immunity’ to 
stabilize a healthy population, 
sacrificing in the process all weak 
individuals whose immune system is 

not resistant enough to withstand the 
onslaught of an infection from the 
virus, knowing full well that the virus 
is transmitted simply by our touch and 
breath from person to person? Please 
tell us what you would do were you in 
charge of things! Perhaps we will hear 
some meaningful suggestions.

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Social responsibility 
trumps individualism: 
wear a mask!

We’re experiencing a pandemic, a 
disease prevalent over a whole country, 
and indeed, the world. This particular 
disease, with its variants, spreads easily, 
within expelled droplets from each of 
us when we sneeze, cough, yell, sing 
or just speak. We may not know we are 
carrying, so we all should be wearing 
masks to slow the spreading, to be 
responsible for protecting the health 
of others while providing at least some 
measure of help for ourselves. Your 
rights in these extreme circumstances 
are secondary. Wear a mask!

The science is clear that the greatest 
risk of spreading the disease is when we 
gather indoors, in close proximity, with 
less than satisfactory air ventilation. 

Under these circumstances, even six 
feet may not be a safe distance, and self-
distancing and masks can’t guarantee 
protection. So Public Health, for 
everyone’s protection, may recommend 
or dictate restrictions, such as cheering 
for our favourite team, or singing our 
hearts out for pleasure or spiritual 
benefit. As an individual, do you really 
want to be responsible for infecting 
a relative, friend or neighbour? For 
everyone’s sake, follow the restrictions, 
and wear a mask!

A rev iew of  the  pol i t ica l 
jurisdictions in Canada and elsewhere 
highlights significant advantage to 
those areas where politicians take a 
back seat to spokespersons for Public 
Health. We’re privileged to live in 
a province that is one of those, and 
as difficult as things are now, we are 
faring much better as a result. In our 
valleys, particularly, we have done 
well; therefore, when we have had to 
travel, when we have managed doctors 
or hospital visits, routine requirements 
such as grocery shopping, we have 
worn our masks. Good, but we still 
have a ways to go.

While it is trying times for us all, 
some are bearing even heavier burdens. 
Some have the worry of underlying 
health concerns, elderly parents in 
seniors’ homes, children in school, or 
they are at risk working at jobs that are 
front line. Most are sacrificing for the 
general good. It is little to ask that when 
the situation warrants, we all wear a 
mask. Please!

Yes, we live in a free society, a 
country protecting each of us with a 
Charter of Rights, but in a pandemic, 
with very serious health concerns and 
lives on the line, social responsibility 
trumps individual rights!

Larry Parkes
Caribou Point

Mixing news, opinion and advertising...
We love newspapers. They appeal to our rational, contemplative minds. The 

mix of news, advertising and opinion inspires us to analyze, muse and connect 
ideas.

The news is just that – factual accounts of meetings, events and so on. With 
our news articles, we strive to inform our readers about things that are important 
to them. Thank you to our reporters and other contributors of articles. The articles 
written by Valley Voice staff are news reports, and are subject to the journalistic 
standards of accuracy and objectivity. We strive for excellence in our news reports, 
and our reporters do a great job. We also print submitted articles, and thank 
the many community organizations, governments, emergency services, school 
districts, colleges, etc. that contribute articles to inform our readers of their news.

Our opinion pages reflect the diversity of the region. We often publish 
opinions that we disagree with in our letters pages. Each of the letters is 
someone’s sincerely-held opinion – an opinion that they are willing to sign and 
have published.

We think it’s wonderful that we live in a community where there is so much 
diversity of opinion and people are willing to share how they are feeling. The letters 
to the editor in our Voices from the Valleys section are opinion pieces – not news 
reports. Opinion pieces are not subject to rigourous journalistic standards. We invite 
people of all opinions to write us a letter. Particularly if you feel your opinion is 
not represented in our letters section, please consider writing. Our editorial/letters 
policy is published in every edition, usually on page 4 (this page – see below).

We don’t censor our letters, except for libel and hate speech. Neither do we 
encourage people to take medical advice from them. If they get you thinking, 
they’ve done their job.

Advertising sales allow us to print and distribute the Voice throughout our 
valleys – free of cost to you, the reader. Advertising is generally trying to sell you 
something – whether an idea, an image or a product. Ads are in bordered boxes 
throughout the paper and in the classified ad section at the back. We encourage 
you to consider the offerings of our advertisers and tell them that you saw their 
ad in the Valley Voice.

Dan Nicholson & Jan McMurray, co-owners
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continued on page 6

Live large and urgently
Recently, Elon Musk issued a 

challenge of $100 million to any techno-
geek who could invent a way to extract 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere 
and sequester it permanently.

After rolling on the floor laughing 
for a half an hour, I pulled myself 
together and realized how divorced 
from reality he must be. My fears have 
more than been confirmed.

I was a professional tree planter 
for eight years and planted nearly 
one million trees on the bare, over-
harvested lands of BC and Alberta. I 
was but one of many tree planters and 
contractors who believed they were 
performing a valuable service to the 
well-being of our planet.

Not a month later, Elon purchased 
untold thousands of dollars in bitcoin to 
add to his burgeoning portfolio. This act 
alone proved to me that he truly has no 
interest in the well-being of our planet 
and his $100 million announcement 
was merely a publicity stunt, as if he 
needed it, as bitcoin is one of the most 
energy-intensive commodities on the 
planet.

On a related note, the Borg 
Collective, aka BC Timber Sales, sent 
out another communique to inform 
the residents of the Whatshan Valley 
they would be coming soon to do more 
raping of the dwindling timber supply 
in the area, thus opening up more heat 
islands and reducing more of the snow 
and moisture retention abilities of the 
area. They have given us until this week 
to make our objections heard. LOL. A 
lot of good that will do as lumber prices 
are through the roof and ‘there’s money 
to be made in them thar hills’ and I 
already hear them doing preliminary 
road work.

We are truly screwed as a species 
as we continue to destroy one of the 
truly perfect ways nature has devised 
to extract carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere and sequester it for the 
long term.

LIVE LARGE AND URGENTLY 
as capitalism is killing us all.

Leon Pendleton
Edgewood

Open letter to 
Minister of Forests 
Katrine Conroy

The following fax was sent to Doug 
Donaldson, the Minister of Forests 
before the snap election and remains 
unanswered. The people of BC deserve 
an answer. The fax:

May 11, 2020, to Doug Donaldson, 
re: Squamish Fire

Brian Parke – fire got away at 
Cache Creek – fined $900,000 then 
reduced to $500,000. 2012

2020 Fire got away – Squamish 
“controlled burn?” Are the people 
responsible going to be terminated 
without severance or pension? Are the 
people responsible going to be fined 
$500,000? Are the people responsible 
going to bear 100% of firefighting 
costs? Are the people responsible going 
to be held accountable (financially) for 

the homes that burned?
Every time you guys let someone’s 

home burn down, I think about my 
supervisor from Tahsis. He was from 
Costa Rica. He was of Spanish descent. 
He lost a 16th century Spanish Bible 
when his home burned. Everyone has 
irreplaceable treasurers.

As a young man, my father was 
employed ‘walking ridges’. One year, 
he could boast that the largest fire they 
had was 1 (one) acre. Respond via the 
media!!

This questions the reality of 
democracy in BC. One person is fined 
$500,000 and another nothing. In a 
democracy, everyone is equal in the 
eyes of the law. But in BC this is not 
the case.

People should forever be reminded 
about two Prince George sawmills that 
blew up in 2012, killing people and no 
one was held accountable.

Ed Varney
Winlaw

Open letter to 
BCTS

I have known Kootenay Lake 
and in particular the Kaslo area 
since the late 1950s when I was a 
child camping with my parents. I 
continued this tradition for almost 
20 years with my own children until 
they left home but my wife and I 
still holiday in the Kaslo area up to 
the present day. In my late teens and 
early 20s, I also fought fires for the 
BC Forest Service in the Kaslo and 
Lardeau areas, as well as around 
Castlegar. I live in Cranbrook now, 
but I plan to retire soon in Kaslo. I’ve 
provided this information to let you 
know how much I care about this 
area and why I’m totally opposed 
to the logging plans BC Timber 
Sales has for the areas of Mt. Loki, 
Hawkins Creek and Sproule Creek. 
I tried to get mapping details of the 
logging, but the email you provided 
for this purpose didn’t connect for 
me. Regardless of this, I remain 
opposed to any logging within sight 
of Kootenay Lake because industry 
has already extensively logged 
both sides of the lake and any more 
clearcut logging along the lake will 
greatly diminish the value of the 
lake for the tourist industry and 
the people who live in this special 
spot that is renowned worldwide 
for its beauty, biological diversity, 
fishing, agricultural and recreational 
values. At the very least, I think 
a moratorium should be placed 
on Kootenay Lake logging until 
a plan is developed which would 
categorize all the values provided by 
the Kootenay Lake region, including 
timber to ensure that a balance 
is reached that would be fair and 
beneficial to all. As you must know, 
the provincial government hasn’t 
acted yet on the 14 recommendations 
of its own report on old growth 
logging. Kootenay Lake would be a 
good place to start.

Gerry Warner
Cranbrook

Who’s zooming 
who about Box 
Mountain

Under the RDCK’s Wildfire Risk 
Reduction program, Box Mountain, 
which is a watershed, is slated to be 
logged by NACFOR (Nakusp and Area 
Community Forest). Being a resident of 
this area and living on the residential 
road that will be the only access for this 
project, I am very concerned.

Am I to face the stress, noise, 
damage to the environment, loss of 
enjoyment of my property, and worst 
of all possible loss to my only source 
of water? There are over 170 families 
that will be affected by this project. This 
project is to be done in phases over 5, 
10, 15 years which means each time 
they go in, the odds of our water being 
disrupted goes up.

The original logging map that was 
shown to residents of this area and 
posted on the NACFOR website stated 
50% stem removal, which was so far 
over what fire mitigation requires it 
was obviously being done for profit. 
Then lo and behold a new quite vague 
map was presented to Village council 
during NACFOR’s presentation on Box 
Mountain. Why was the map changed 
all of a sudden?

I voiced my concerns to the Mayor 
of Nakusp. I was told that the Village 
owns NACFOR but does not control 
them, just receives funds from them. 
NACFOR is governed by a board 
of directors who are volunteers. Are 
they responsible legally if this project 
goes south? I contacted my RDCK 
representative and was given the 
information that the RDCK only 
“suggests” areas of interest for the 
WRRP but also receives 25% of the 
profits.

So... who is overseeing and 
governing this project? Who is 
responsible that this project be handled 
properly? Who will supply me and other 
families with water if it is disrupted? 
And most importantly, why is Box 
Mountain watershed being logged at 
all since it was regarded as low priority 
from their very own findings?

Something smells fishy in Nakusp.
Cindy Schroff

Nakusp

Silverton 
campground

At the March 31 Silverton council 
special meeting, Acting Mayor 
Leah Main said what happened 
to the campground was due to an 
“unfortunate incident.” How dare 
you! An “unfortunate incident” is 
something you can’t predict or control. 
We predicted this 11 years ago. We 
were ignored. The risks were ignored. 
Now we see the result. Those risks 
were there for us and campers. You 
kept saying the trees were checked 
on a regular basis and were healthy. I 
have asked for the reports and haven’t 
seen them. You said you agreed with 
the trees being removed because they 
were a clear and present danger and an 

urgent matter. It took council 28 days 
to even have a meeting. The Village 
told the insurance company it has an 
urban forest plan. Now you say it’s 
a dangerous tree policy. You say it’s 
verbal. 

Silverton councils past and present 
are in my opinion totally responsible for 
the state of the campground, for the loss 
of the revenue and the very near loss 
of life. Main has been there and has 
argued hard to keep the campground as 
it was. In my opinion she bears the most 
responsibility. When we first voiced our 
concerns, I suggested a town meeting 
to discuss the campground and other 
concerns people might have. This was 
never considered. They don’t seem to 
like to talk openly. 

Had council started back then, it 
could have been done in pieces and we 
wouldn’t have had a tree hit our house 
and another one miss by inches. We 
wouldn’t have had to spend 28 days 
hoping the north wind wouldn’t blow 
and hiding in the basement when it did. 
During that time, council did nothing – 
not even a meeting about it.

I am sick of Main trivializing 
what happened. The trees coming 
down in the campground was not an 
“unfortunate incident”! It was a totally 
avoidable, near death incident!

If anyone talks to Main about the 
above-mentioned subjects, please let 
me know how it went. I would like 
more insight into her reasoning.

Don Broughton
Silverton

Vet sources
A brain researcher once said, “if 

the human brain was simple enough 
to understand, we’d be too simple to 
understand it.” I’ll put it another way 
– stupid people are too stupid to know 
how stupid they really are. Sadly, this 
includes everyone to wildly different 
degrees as no one possesses infinite 
knowledge or infinite wisdom. In our 
search for knowledge, we often stop 
asking ‘how’ or ‘why’ once our internal 
bias is satisfied. It’s not the truth we 
seek, rather it is validation of our 
worldview, as flawed and incomplete 
as it is. We lack the bravery of the ‘true 
seeker’ who is willing to discard his 
entire belief system if he encounters a 
superior one. This takes courage.

Anti-vaxxers need a soap box to 
disseminate their beliefs. They don’t 
vet the so-called experts they quote. It 
takes 30 seconds to google their sources 
and two minutes to get the truth about 
these often educated fools with their 
own agenda.

I drive a school bus. I asked my 
students which they would rather be 
– the smartest person in the room or 
the wisest person in the room? They 
quickly replied, “the wisest.” You 
have to be smart enough to be wise; 
at that point scholastic credentials 
are irrelevant. I’ve known many very 
smart people who couldn’t manage 
their own lives.

A PhD makes you an authority 
only in your specialty. Outside your 
specialty, your PhD is irrelevant. 
Educational elitism is taken too far, like 

the self-satisfied billionaire who has 
convinced himself his wealth validates 
and gives greater weight to not only 
his opinions on everything, but his life 
over others.

Forty-five years ago, the Edmonton 
Sun newspaper picked a pretty lady as 
their “sunshine girl” of the week. I read 
the bio – the paper gave a photo, her 
name, where she worked and, get this, 
the fact that she lived alone. I phoned 
the editor and told him he gave every 
potential rapist in Edmonton all the 
information he needed, especially the 
fact that upon following her home she’d 
have no one there to protect her.

If the anti-vaccine believers don’t 
vet their ‘expert’ sources, the Valley 
Voice should and if found to be suspect, 
they should refuse to publish the letter. 
That I believe is responsible reporting. 
Otherwise, you are simply a soapbox 
for stupidity, or more to the point the 
vehicle by which people disseminate 
the virus of ignorance and distrust 
(stop it).

Jim McKee
Edgewood

Thinking twice about 
that COVID-19 shot

I f  I v e r m e c t i n  a n d 
hydroxychloroquine are being used 
successfully all over the world to 
treat COVID-19, why is the Canadian 
government preventing doctors 
from prescribing these life-saving 
medications to COVID-19 patients?

If subjects in medical experiments 
must, in accordance with the Nuremberg 
Code, give informed consent, why are 
people taking the COVID-19 shot not 
being told that they are subjects in a 
medical experiment for a treatment that 
is still in Phase 3 clinical trials, or what 
the risks are?

If, according to the US Centers for 
Disease Control, there have been nearly 
twice as many vaccine-related deaths so 
far in 2021 (1,750) as in the whole of 
the previous decade, why are Canadian 
health officials still not warning us of 
the risk?

If Dr. Peter Hotez, vaccine 
developer, has been speaking out since 
March 2020 about the risk of antibody-
dependent enhancement found with 
previous coronavirus vaccines, why 
are the manufacturers not mentioning 
this now?

If the COVID shot involves 
technology that has never been used 
before, how can we possibly know the 
long-term effects?

If BC has not met the conditions for 
a state of emergency, why has the state 
of emergency been extended?

If a person who dies of any cause 
within 28 days of a positive COVID 
test is counted as a COVID death 
(including those who die in a motor 
vehicle accident), why are previously 
healthy people who die within hours or 
days of the COVID shot often not said 
to have died from the shot?

If Kary Mullis, who invented the 
PCR test, was clear that it could not 
be used to diagnose infectious disease, 
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why is it being used to produce case 
numbers that justify lockdowns?

If manufacturers of the COVID-19 
shots don’t claim their product stops 
infection, transmission, hospitalization, 
or death, why is taking the shot our duty 
to society?

If thousands of doctors and world-
renowned medical experts disagree 
with COVID measures and many are 
risking their careers to warn the world 
about the dangers of the COVID shot, 
why are we told there is a consensus?

If we are supposed to listen to 
expert advice, why are any experts 
who disagree with the status quo being 
censored?

If the risk to children is so low that 
no one under 30 has died of COVID in 
BC, why is Canada starting trials on 
children as young as six months?

If we are in a deadly pandemic, 
why do most of us not even know 
anyone who knows anyone who has 
had COVID?

If there is a strong possibility 
that the shots will modify your DNA 
and that of any potential descendants 
permanently, why not take some time 
to think again?

Lisa Ross
Kaslo

continued from page 5

Questions re: 
Zincton

I am left with questions and 
doubts after reading David Harley’s 
‘Zincton project - response to VWS 
advertisement’ Valley Voice March 
11 issue.

One of the ongoing selling claims 
by the proponent of the Zincton project 
is a desire to “heal the mountain.” I am 
not convinced this will be achieved 
through a development proposal.

“The tenure proposal includes 
evaluating the toxic remains in the 
historic Retallack Mining District, 
determining a remediation plan and 
executing this plan with funds from 
the ski operations ‘1% for the planet’ 
(conservatively estimated at $9 million 
over 50 years).” 

1) Could construction in this area 
prior to clean-up increase the risk 
of severe environmental impact to 
“downstream effects in the Retallack 
townsite and eastward to Kaslo”? 
How can we move forward without a 
scientific evaluation being complete 
prior to any land development taking 
place?

2) Who does the Zincton proposal 
name as taking responsibility for 
overseeing the environmental 
assessment, planning and ensuring the 
plan execution takes place? Zincton 
Lift Co? The federal government? 
The provincial government? 1% for 
the Planet? If the Zincton proposal 
names oversight of the clean-up and 
remediation of mine site contamination 
as a government responsibility, what 
guarantees do we have that this will be 
done? If the government approves this 
project, are they committing to mining 
contamination remediation in this area?

3) What are the details regarding 

the timeline the Zincton project has 
proposed for “evaluation, planning 
and execution of remediation”? Who 
will be held accountable to maintaining 
this timeline? 

4)  1% for  the Planet .  My 
understanding is that contributors are 
not allowed to direct where funds are 
spent, and actually they are prohibited 
from spending the donation on their 
own projects or lands. Finally, 1% 
will not fund projects that are the 
responsibility of the government, 
such as toxic mine waste clean-up. 
Therefore, it seems that if Zincton 
were to donate $9 million to 1% for 
the Planet, none of the money could 
be spent here. Please provide us with 
more information about how this group 
operates and how your donating to this 
foundation would directly help the 
clean-up of this area?

5) $9 million sounds like a lot of 
money. Is $9 million enough? How 
much will the evaluation, proposal 
and executing this plan cost? Is the 
government making a commitment to 
covering the rest? Who will ensure they 
follow through? 

6) Shouldn’t an evaluation of the 
toxic remains be completed prior to 
any approval of land use in this area?

D Summers
New Denver

An alternative 
to Site C

In 2018, the BCUC figured that 
the power the proposed Site C dam 
would produce could be produced 
using alternate sources of power for 
around $8.8 billion. However, in just 
the short length of time between then 
and now, there has been an explosion 
of alternative power generation and 
storage projects around the globe, and 
costs are going down.

The reason for this is that many 
governments around the world are 
taking climate change very seriously. 
Energy storage has become the key to 
utilizing solar and wind; Moss Landing 
in Monterey, California is in the process 
of becoming the largest battery energy 
storage system in the world. In all, 
there will be a total of 4000 MW of 
renewable energy and energy storage 
resources available there. 

What this means, among other 
things, is the end of coal-fired 
generating plants and natural gas 
‘peaker’ plants, used to meet peak 
demand. Batteries have power that is 
immediately available, unlike fossil 
fuel plants, which take a while to get 
going.

So what does all this cost? Large-
scale solar, all in, is about $1 million/
MW. Wind is around $2 million/MW; 
geothermal (from Clean BC’s own 
estimate) around $4 million/MW. 
Battery storage systems seem to be 
running around $2 million/MW, but are 
getting less expensive. So let’s crunch 
some numbers.

Site C will have a nameplate rating 
of 1100 MW. To deliver that amount 
of power, let’s use a mix of wind, solar 
and geothermal along with a battery 

energy storage system. Geothermal 
might be a good bet, especially since the 
frackers can drill deep. If you drill deep 
enough, you can get geothermal energy 
anywhere. So we’ll go with the current 
estimate. A 400 MW geothermal plant 
will cost $1.6 billion.

Wind would be another good bet. 
As an example, the Merkur offshore 
wind farm is 28 miles out in the North 
Sea from Germany, and uses 66 6-MW 
wind turbines from GE. It cost in the 
neighbourhood of $800 million. Its 
nameplate rating is 397 MW. Suppose 
we double it to $1.6 billion, for 800 
MW.

Solar up north will be seasonal, so 
let’s put in 500 MW for $500 million, 
knowing we won’t get as much in 
winter. The battery, though, will be 
key. Let’s go for 800 MW, for a cost 
of $1.6 billion. 

All of this is very well, but how 
long would it take to construct? For the 
Merkur offshore wind farm, arranging 
financing and permits took longer than 
actual construction, and this is often 
the case with solar as well, but we can 
use a time frame for wind and solar 
of two to five years from inception 
to completion. Geothermal is another 
story: given the expertise shown by the 
fracking industry, if there was incentive 
provided by government, deep drilling 
for geothermal energy could be as 
common as fracking for gas.

So we’ve spent $5.3 billion, give 
or take. We’ve saved the Peace River 
farmlands from flooding. We’ve 
observed Treaty 8. We don’t need 
to worry about fracking creating 
earthquakes serious enough to break 
the Site C dam. And we’ve made a 
huge contribution towards reducing 
methane and CO2 emissions. In fact, 
BC might even meet its targets. As they 
say, what’s not to like?

Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

Site C – the emperor 
has no clothes

In December 2017, the BC 
NDP government chose to continue 
building Site C even though the British 
Columbia Utilities Commission had 
determined that sunk and remediation 
costs were only $4 billion compared 
to $10 billion for completion (which 
has now escalated to $16 billion for 
completion by 2025), if the technical 
challenges of building the dam can 
be resolved. My understanding, and 
this needs to be verified, is that part of 
the power house has already sunk 1.5 
meters, even before the turbines have 
been installed.

Further, according to a federal 
government energy profile, our 
electricity consumption in BC has 
grown at less than .3% per annum 
since 2000. At last assessment by 
McCullough Research, the cost of 
producing Site C power is 57% above 
the exchange rate at which electricity is 
traded in the Pacific Northwest. Known 
as the Mid-Columbia price, what this 
means is that a company like FortisBC 
would be better off buying electricity 

from the US than continuing to buy 
from BC Hydro, and that BC Hydro, if 
it continues with building Site C, will 
likely price itself out of the electricity 
export market.

As well, since 1990, greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions in BC have 
increased by 20%. The oil and gas 
industry is now responsible for more 
than one in five tonnes of emissions, 
of which production, processing and 
transmission is responsible for 95%. 
Refining and distribution for primarily 
domestic use accounts for only 5% 
of emissions from this industry. 
Consequently, any expansion of the 
oil and gas sector for export will only 
serve to drive up the more than one in 
five tonnes of BC’s GHG emissions 
even higher, noting that nearly three-
quarters of BC’s GHGs are caused by 
transportation, the export of coal oil 
and gas, and heavy industry in general.

So without even taking into account 
the GHG burn value of coal, oil and gas 
exported from BC, just undertaking that 
extraction, production and processing is 
driving up our GHG emissions within 
the province. So even as BC citizens 
continue to curtail their personal energy 
consumption, the industrial fossil fuel 
expansion policies of the BC and 
federal Liberals and the BC NDP are 
making it impossible for us to achieve 
our Paris GHG reduction targets.

None of this even starts to take 
into account the ongoing destruction of 
BC’s natural ecosystems, agricultural 
land, water resources and the salmon 
fishery, never mind the associated rights 
of First Nations and those of future 
generations of all British Columbians. 
A number of fables come to mind, such 
as the ‘Emperor (Premier Horgan) 
has no Clothes.’ Namely the BC 
NDP government, by keeping various 
reports and investigations into Site C 
confidential, is proving that do they 
not even have faith in the soundness 
of their own decision to keep building 
this project.

Why else would the premier and 
cabinet hide documents that they have 
commissioned to further investigate 
their December 2017 decision? As 
a taxpayer and citizen, do I not have 
the right to read and see the same 
data and information upon which the 
government is making the decision to 
continue building Site C?

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Freedom of 
choice

My grandfather chose to be 
an ambulance driver in WWI. The 
ambulance, his partner and his arm were 
all gone after a bomb was dropped on 
them. His impairment affected our family 
lives for generations to come. My father 
served in the RAF as a police officer in 
WWII. Looking back at how my siblings 
were treated by my father, I now believe 
he had post-traumatic stress disorder. His 
brother, my Uncle George, I never got 
to meet as his plane was shot down in 
WWII. All these male relatives enlisted 
so that we could live in freedom.

I am feeling frustrated with some 
people lately who protest needing to wear 
a mask and to keep a six-foot distance 
away from me and/or my family when 
we have to go out. I try to stay home and 
avoid becoming infected by COVID-19. 
I do my part to protect others and would 
like to likewise be protected. It seems 
that consideration and compassion 
towards others is severely lacking in 
some. I have to constantly dodge out of 
the way of others while grocery shopping 
or walking outside. I am a senior of 
75 with a serious heart condition and 
arthritis. I consider getting COVID-19 
a serious risk to me and could very well 
cost me my life. I don’t relish the idea 
of becoming seriously ill before I die. 

My niece and her husband, who are 
very caring individuals, always trying to 
better the lives of others, became infected 
by COVID-19 when it first broke out in 
England. Several months later, my niece 
had to spend some time in hospital as a 
result. She and her husband to this day 
are still suffering from symptoms. She 
now has a permanent heart defect from 
this. They had no freedom of choice 
about this!

Those of you who think that those 
of us who choose to protect ourselves 
and others from this dreaded disease call 
us names about being sheep and say we 
are ‘full of fear.’ What scares me more 
than the disease is this attitude. You have 
the rights to your opinions, but I don’t 
believe you have the right to put others 
at risk. What if you are wrong! The facts 
show you are.

I think that if you choose not to 
respect others – by not wearing a face 
covering and keeping a distance – then 
your idea of freedom is infantile. How 
hard is it to wash your hands and 
shouldn’t you be doing that anyway?

As dangerous or not as the vaccine 
may be, I made an appointment to have 
it April 23. I would have preferred to 
wait on this until more information on 
the possible dangers are known. But 
due to those who choose not to protect 
others, I am going ahead with it, as 
this is the only way to protect myself, 
and I admit this scares me. Do I have 
a choice? I don’t think so. You, the 
protesters, affect my freedoms and 
there is no valid comparison between 
choosing Dr. Bonnie Henry’s protective 
guidelines (ones that have been proven 
correct in history) to the right not to get 
sick and possibly die, due to others’ 
irresponsibility. I choose the right to live.

Rosemary Miles
Winlaw

Thank you
My deepest gratitude to the West 

Kootenay Coalition for Tolerance. 
Never before have I read a more 
refreshing, thought-provoking and 
truthful letter! After reading many 
letters in the Valley Voice full of 
mistruths, causing painful sensations 
in my body, confusing me to the point 
of no return, finally I can breathe 
again. I bow to you people. Your letter 
has become my mantra. Thank you 
so much!

Gisela Stein
Nelson
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Variants
At the beginning of 2021, after 

suffering through 10 months of social 
deprivation we finally had some good 
news. Amazingly, reliable, tested 
vaccines were ready for distribution. 
The end was in sight. This good news 
was somewhat tempered by the spectre 
of several new variants in Britain, 
South Africa, and later Brazil which 
threatened to undermine our salvation. 
At that time, the variants were not 
widespread, so it seemed obvious to 
most of us that it would make sense 
to shut down international travel, and 
limit interprovincial travel. Trudeau, the 
dithering diletant, couldn’t decide to do 
either, so we just had to accept that the 
variants were on their way. Following a 
good deal of lobbying from the people, 
our fearless provincial leader, John 
Horgan checked, and amazingly found 

out that it was “not possible” to stop 
interprovincial travel. The Atlantic 
provinces did so, but I guess there must 
have been some meridian of longitude 
that legally prevented it in BC. So our 
leaders decided to just live with the 
variant death toll, and hope that doing 
so would not completely undermine the 
vaccine’s promise.

Now, the variants are winning the 
race, and Premier Horgan thinks it’s OK 
to shake his finger at young people and 
order them to forget about their youthful 
pursuits, for the good of the old people. 
Young people have already lost one year 
of their youth. John Horgan enjoyed his 
youth with wild abandon, no doubt. If 
there is one thing I have learned about 
youth, it is this: it doesn’t last for long. 
How is it acceptable to expect young 
people to give up their young lives for 
the good of the whole? Meanwhile, 
the Horgan government is chafing at 

the bit to allow religious people special 
dispensation to congregate indoors with 
their deity, and many older, more wealthy 
people are still flying around spreading 
the virus worldwide. Clearly, those 
variants did not waft in on the breeze.

I can forgive our governments for 
being a little slow to react to the virus 
in the beginning, but failing to stop the 
spread of the new variants was an epic 
mistake, and trying to put the blame for 
our current situation on our young people 
is reprehensible. I think our leaders 
should accept the responsibility for their 
OWN failure.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

You can run but 
you can’t hide

Canada, US and Europe, major 
players in the developed world, 
have claimed over half the COVID 

deaths with only 10% of the 
world’s population. How can this 
be?

We have the best of sewage 
systems, clean drinking water, 
modern hospitals, and every drug 
and medicine you can imagine. We 
have participated in lockdowns, 
closed everything possible. We’ve 
masked up, sanitized, social 
distanced. And yet a year later, 
we’re a mess.

The only way out  is  to 
vaccinate. We have no choice. We 
have become the weaklings on the 
world stage. Thanks to our self-
serving vaccine manufacturers, 
cap tu red  media  and  weak 
governance, we are no longer able 
to defend ourselves naturally and 
have no choice but to artificially 
immunize.

We are the bubble people.

I f  we  look  back  a  few 
generations, our grandfathers 
and great grandfathers were the 
crème de la crème of evolution. 
Tough as nails. And look at us 
now. They must be rolling over in 
their graves.

To say we take the vaccine 
for the “better good” is not true. 
We take the vaccine for selfish 
reasons – we’re frightened and fear 
death. Vaccines are a quick repair, 
but if we are concerned for future 
generations, vaccines are the doom 
machine.

Knowing COVID and the flu 
viruses feast on unhealthy people, 
maybe we should try harder to 
stay healthy, enabling us to better 
face our virus dragons rather than 
default to a vaccine fix.

Bill White
Passmore
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Please wear a 
mask in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commer-
cial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles. 
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually. 
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 12 pm Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every 
week from 3 pm – Only $9/pound. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for 
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; 
kaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your 
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to 
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Open: Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm. Closed Sunday to Tuesday. We’ve 
got awesome clothes, warm blankets, great books and much more. Thanks for 
shopping local – we hope to see you soon! 250.358.2178; RavensNestBC@
gmail.com; RavensNestBC.com; Facebook

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Kootenay Kustoms Auto Repair
Open Mon-Friday 10-5 Please call before coming up
250-358-2121 • rich@krazykustoms.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Spring hours Wednesday-Saturday 9:30-2:30
Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784 

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers. 
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the 
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250-
226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local 
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online 
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out and delivery. Outdoor seating. 9 am-7 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details

by Jan McMurray
The  f i na l i z ed  S i l ve r t on 

Campground concept plan was 
approved at Silverton council’s 
March 31 meeting, and $40,000 has 
been allocated in the preliminary 
draft budget toward the project this 
year.

In an interview after the meeing, 
Acting Mayor Leah Main said 
both the Lakeside and Creekside 

Silverton Campground concept plan approved
Campgrounds will be open this 
season from May long weekend 
to Labour Day weekend inclusive, 
with details on a new reservation 
system coming out very soon. “We 
realize we won’t be able to offer all 
the planned amenities this year, but 
we will be able to offer pleasant, safe 
camping in view of our beautiful lake 
as well as along Silverton Creek.”

She said the $40,000 budget for 
the campground this year would 
go toward ground preparations – 
creating the newer road and campsite 
layout – and some signage, which 
would make the campground useable 
this season. There will also be 
ongoing engineering surveys and 
work that can happen even while 

the campground is in use, she said. 
“Staff will develop a more detailed 
long-term workplan while doing 
the make-ready for this season’s 
opening.”

The report estimates the cost 
of implementing the plan over 
five years at $550,000, and says 
it will probably take six years for 
campground revenues to pay this 
back.

The final plan shows 20 sites, 
with one site for the campground 
attendant, seven serviced sites for 
RVs, and 12 sites for tents. Each 
site will have a picnic table and fire 
ring, and will be graded, topped with 
gravel and compacted. Bear-proof 
garbage and recycling bins will be 

placed in two locations, and there 
will be three water taps – the two 
existing ones plus one other. The 
wood storage shed will remain, and 
kiosk upgrades are recommended. 
A communal space and communal 
picnic space are planned in the 
centre of the campground, near the 
washroom building. 

According to the plan, coniferous 
trees will be planted to replace the 
trees felled in 2019. Understory, 
native shrubs and ground cover will 
be planted around the sites, and split-
rail cedar fencing will be installed 
to further define individual sites. 
Some closed-board fencing may be 
used, and a fence to separate Water 
Street from the campground will be a 

priority. A road will loop through the 
campground, entering and exiting on 
Turner Street, with a secondary entry 
on Leadville. The turning area for the 
boat launch will no longer double 
as an entry to the campground – it 
will be for vehicles using the boat 
launch only. The boat wash area 
has been relocated closer to the boat 
launch. The boat launch parking area 
will provide nine spaces and will 
be graded, topped with gravel and 
compacted. 

A concrete surface for the boat 
launch and a separate canoe launch 
are also in the plan, as is protection 
of the shoreline campsites from 
erosion using vegetation, boulders 
and wooden decking.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

Employment Opportunities 
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for 
the following:
Student Groundskeeper positions:   Wage $15.20/hour
Labourer positions:  Wage $20.79/hour
For more information regarding any of these opportunities, 
please contact the Village Office.  Positions will remain posted 
until filled.  All applicants are thanked for their interest – only 
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Outdoor Burning Reminder
Residents of New Denver are reminded that outdoor burning 
is regulated within the Village of New Denver. Permits are 
required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires contained 
within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface area not greater 
than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured gas, coal 
or electric barbecue.
Free burning permits are available from April 1 to May 15 and 
from September 30 to November 15 – for more information 
please contact the Village Office, weekdays between 9:00 am 
and 4:00 pm. Council thanks all residents for their cooperation.

Arbour Day
In order to reduce open burning and divert organic material 
from the landfill, the Village of New Denver will collect yard 
waste, branches and leaves that are bundled or bagged and 
placed curbside before April 23, 2021. Please ensure that the 
branches are not more than 3 feet long and bound with string 
or twine. Collection is free for residents, so please DON’T affix 
garbage tags to bags of leaves or garden waste. If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the Village Office.

Residential Garbage
Just a reminder that residential garbage collection is limited to 
household waste only.  Construction, renovation or demolition 
material must not be placed curbside for collection. Residents 
are also reminded that recyclable material must be taken to the 
Recycling Depot which is open Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. If you have any questions about 
garbage collection, please contact the Village Office.

Centennial Park Community 
Engagement Sessions

This spring, over 240 community members responded to a 
survey about the future of Centennial Park. The input collected 
through the survey helped to develop concepts for the park 
which are now ready for the community to review. At this time, 
we are asking for community input to refine the plan – what 
do you think Centennial Park should look like in years to 
come?

Join an online (Zoom) engagement session on Thursday, April 15 
from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. or on Sunday, April 18 from 3:00 p.m. 
– 4:30 p.m. to hear an update from the consulting team, review 
the proposed concepts, and provide your feedback. Recordings 
of the sessions will be made available if you can’t attend live, and 
you can access hard copies of the proposed park concepts at the 
Village office. Visit our website or contact the office for details.

Community Well-Being Survey
New Denver has received funds from the Union of British 
Columbia Municipalities for the development of a Poverty 
Reduction Plan. We are now seeking community input into how 
we can create a vibrant, affordable, and inclusive future for New 
Denver. Participate in the New Denver Community Well-Being 
Survey to have your voice heard – visit our website for the link.

Community Well-Being Interviews 
& Focus Groups – An Invitation

Are you interested in participating in a one-on-one interview 
about your experiences with poverty or financial hardship in 
New Denver? Or would you like to participate in a focus group 
about poverty reduction actions for New Denver? Contact 
oreabrowndahl@uvic.ca to discuss; all information will be 
confidential. Information collected will be used to inform a 
Poverty Reduction Plan for New Denver.

The New Denver Hospice Society would like to thank the community for 
the tremendous support of the fundraising project for the second Pavilion 

Palliative Room.
The NDHS can now outfit the room with furniture and other comfort 

needs for the patients and their families.
Special thanks go to the following people:
Rick and Barbara Tegeler - framed photos
Camille Weisbrich - Les Weisbrich prints

Kathy Provan - handmade quilt
The Gustafson family - in memory of long-time NDHS member, Sharon 

Gustafson
The Gordon family - in memory of Kerry Gordon, Silverton councillor

And all other contributing persons who gave so generously to our project.
If you are interested in becoming a member of NDHS, 

please contact our office at 250-358-7828 or visit our website at 
newdenverhospice.com.

NDHS thanks you with all our hearts.
The NDHS would like to recognize the late Agnes Emary who was a 

much loved and valued Hospice volunteer.
Agnes was the original Hospice president when the society 

formed in 1990.

by Kathy Hartman
• Campground reservations can be 

made for less than three nights as of April 
1. Council voted to amend the Municipal 
Campground Policy to read: “Reservations 
made prior to April 1 in a given year must 
be for a minimum of three nights, except 
for sites #9-13 which have no minimum 
stay requirement.” 

As of March 19, 41% of sites were 
already booked and paid for – but many 
of the sites not yet booked are now only 
available for one or two consecutive nights. 
Staff recommended keeping the existing 
minimum stay requirements in place until 
April 1 to encourage longer stays where 
possible. The updated policy will be posted 
on the Village website and the changes will 
be reflected on the campgroundbooking.
com website.

• The boundary extension is one step 
closer now that it has been approved in 
the alternate approval process (AAP). The 
AAP, an alternative to a referendum, is 
where a proposal is advertised and people 
can register their opposition to the proposal 
by submitting an elector response form. 
At least 10% of the electorate must submit 
forms for the proposal to be voted down. 
In this case, 10% was 41. There were only 
two submissions opposing the proposal, 
and both were rejected because they were 
from Denver Siding residents. The AAP 
was for Village electors only. All property 
owners in the proposed boundary extension 
area, including Denver Siding, were invited 
to weigh in during spring 2020. 

The proposal will now be sent to the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and put 
forward for consideration by cabinet in the 
spring session. 

This proposed boundary extension 
is driven by the opportunity for water 
infrastructure improvements. The Denver 
Siding water system infrastructure is aging 
and has been under a boil water advisory 
since April 2004. Grant funds have been 
received by the Village to improve the 
Denver Siding water distribution system 
once the boundary extension has been 
finalized.

The extension area includes Denver 
Siding as well as other properties already 
serviced by the Village water system. 

• Council approved a new policy that 
allows property owners to install paved 
driveways from their private properties, 
across the municipally owned boulevard, 
to the public road – as long as they get 
approval by the CAO. Staff drafted the 

New Denver council, March 23: Campground reservation policy amended
policy when they received a request from 
Ken Smith of 310 Josephine Street. In the 
past ten years, only two such requests have 
come before council and both were granted. 
Staff anticipates more requests, as there 
is more building and development in the 
Village, and feels that a standardized policy 
will streamline the process. The new policy 
does not impose any fees on the property 
owners. Chief Administrative Officer 
Catherine Allaway stated that she would 
immediately approve Smith’s request if 
council approved the policy.

• One New Denver property owner 
is not happy after council voted against 
granting a Developmental Variance Permit 
(DVP) for her rental property on Josephine. 
Lorna Visser purchased the property in 
2018 as “somewhat of a civic duty to 
provide this dwelling as a decent rental 
long-term rental home.” She replaced a 
“very derelict side porch structure” with 
a roof covering the basement stairs. She 
was subsequently notified that she needed 
a building permit and a DVP. Her tenant 
and the immediate neighbour wrote letters 
of support for the project for safety and 
visual reasons. However, New Denver Fire 
Chief Derek Hicks was concerned about 
the combustible structure being so close 
to the neighbouring property, and about it 

blocking roof access. For this reason, staff 
recommended against approving the DVP. 
Visser wrote to council challenging Hicks’ 
comments, to no avail.

• A notice will be filed at the Lands 
Title office in Kamloops for a New Denver 
property where a shipping container was 
installed without a building permit. The 
owner applied for building permits, but 
did not submit all the required information.

• Council received correspondence 
inviting all BC residents to provide 
comments to the Special Committee on 
Reforming the Police Act. The committee 
has been asked to “examine, inquire 
into, and make recommendations to the 
Legislative Assembly on: reforms related 
to the modernization and sustainability of 
policing under the Police Act, the role of 
police with respect to complex social issues 
including mental health and wellness, 
addictions and harm reduction; the scope 
of systemic racism within BC’s police 
agencies; and whether there are measures 
necessary to ensure a modernized Police 
Act is consistent with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples.” Written submissions are being 
accepted up to April 30. Details available 
at https://www.leg.bc.ca/parliamentary-
business/committees.

by Jan McMurray
• Election officers were appointed. 

Sonya Martineau from City of Nelson staff 
will be chief election officer, and Hillary 
Elliott, Silverton’s chief administrative 
officer, will be deputy. Martineau was the 
deputy election officer in Nelson’s recent 
byelection. Voting day is June 19. See 
notice, page 3, for more details.

• Budget discussions with CFO Chris 
Jury continued. Council agreed to a 2% 
tax increase for the draft budget. A 2% 
tax increase would mean a $17 increase 
for the average Silverton homeowner, 
Jury said, and would generate $3,000 in 
revenue for the Village. 

Silverton will collect taxes from 
Telus this year for its microcell tower and 
box. Council agreed to set the tax rate for 
utilities at $40 per $1,000, the maximum 

Silverton council, March 31: 
Election officers appointed

amount allowed for the utilities class. 
This will generate $2,800 for the Village.

Jury said he would refine the draft 
budget based on a 2% tax increase and a 
$40 per $1,000 rate for utilities.

Several items are on council’s wish 
list for this year, including a boat rack, 
commercial stove for the Memorial Hall, 
an urban forestry plan, Village office 
renovations, and iPads or laptops. Items 
council has committed to so far include 
campground improvements ($40,000 
from the gas tax fund), curling rink 
improvements ($15,000 from the gas tax 
fund), an emergency generator ($65,000 
from the gas tax fund), and the byelection 
and a workshop for new councillors 
($6,500 from COVID Restart funds plus 
$10,500 from general operating funds for 
a total of $17,000).
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Time for a shout out to the many groups and individuals (too numerous to count!) such as:

The Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society encourages everyone to reach out and thank a volunteer – they keep our 
communities strong and healthy, and they help create change. We are celebrating by hosting a contest open to any volunteer in the 
Slocan Valley. There will be three clues provided between April 8 and May 6. Check our website www.slocanvalleylegacy.com 
or the article in this issue of the Valley Voice for full details.

Volunteer Week in Canada is coming April 18 to 24!Volunteer Week in Canada is coming April 18 to 24!

 
Here’s the first clue: It starts with “C” and it can be found almost 
everywhere in the world.
 

Think you know the answer? Send in your guess (with your name and contact 
information) to svcls.event@gmail.com and if you’re right your name will 
be entered into a draw for one of 12 prizes!

Parent Advisory Councils
Hall Societies
Firefighters

Environmental Groups
Arts and Culture Organizations 

Spiritual Support Groups

Social Service Societies
Historical Societies

Caregiving Communities
Recreational Groups

Family Support Organizations
Trail Maintenance Crews

Literacy Leaders and Libraries
Search and Rescue Teams

Seniors Housing and Support Groups
Food Security Organizations

International Aid Groups 
and every individual helper

submitted
The Village of New Denver 

and the Columbia Basin Rural 
Development Institute (RDI) at 
Selkirk College have partnered 
to develop a poverty reduction 
strategy for New Denver. This 
strategy is being developed with 
guidance from a diverse steering 
committee of New Denver 
residents and from data collected 
from community members. 

According to 2018 tax filer 
data, 25% of New Denver residents 
are considered to be low income 

QR code for the survey

Village of New Denver needs residents’ input to develop a poverty reduction strategy
according to the Statistics Canada 
Low Income Measure. In 2018, 
British Columbia developed its 
first provincial poverty reduction 
plan with the objective to reduce 
overall poverty by 25% and child 
poverty by 50% before the year of 
2024. In 2020, the Village of New 
Denver received funding from the 
Ministry of Social Development 
and Poverty Reduction through 
the Union of British Columbia 
Municipalities to assess the state 
of poverty and formulate a poverty 
reduction action plan. 

“The purpose of this work is 
to create a more vibrant future for 
the community of New Denver by 
making life more affordable and 
inclusive,” says John Fyke, New 
Denver Village councillor.

There are multiple priority 
areas that poverty reduction 
work focuses on to achieve 
an affordable lifestyle such as 
housing and employment.

“To prepare this poverty 
reduction strategy and identify 
the priority actions specific to 
New Denver, we are conducting 

research to gain an understanding 
of how poverty is defined in the 
community, assess the state of 
poverty within New Denver, and 
determine community strengths 
and gaps in supporting poverty 
reduction,” said Orea Brown-
Dahl, research intern at the RDI. 
Brown-Dahl is leading this 
research project along with a 
faculty researcher at the college.

Getting input from New 
Denver residents is important to 
the success of this project. “By 
hearing from a wide variety of 
people living in New Denver, 
including those with lived or 
living experience of poverty, 
the poverty reduction strategy 
will have a bigger impact in 
supporting those in need,” said 
Sue Davies, member of the New 
Denver and Area Food Hamper 
Society. “This work is especially 
important right now due to the 
additional financial strain caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

All residents of New Denver 
are asked to complete the 
community well-being survey. 
Go to the village website for 
the link, or by scan the QR code 
provided. Hard copies of the 
survey can also be picked up at 
the Village office, New Market 
Foods, and from the New Denver 
and Area Food Hamper Society. 
The survey closes April 25, 2021. 
The data collected from this 

survey will direct the outcomes 
of  the community poverty 
reduction plan. The survey 
contains questions related to 
housing, childcare, employment, 
transportation, food, community 
assets, and poverty perspectives.

In addition to the survey, the 
research team will be conducting 
confidential interviews with 
residents who have lived or 
living experience of poverty. 
This information is important 
to ensure the poverty reduction 
strategy meets the needs of those it 
intends to support. A focus group 
made up of diverse residents 
will round out this research 
and strategy development by 
hearing from residents how to 
best prioritize poverty reduction 
actions moving forward. If you 
are interested in being interviewed 
or participating in the focus group, 
please contact Orea Brown-Dahl 
at oreabrowndahl@uvic.ca

submitted
Each year, all across our 

country, Canadians take a week in 
April to recognize the many and 
varied contributions made in our 
communities by volunteers. This 
year the celebration is happening 
April 18-24. The Slocan Valley 
Community Legacy Society 
(SVCLS) encourages everyone to 
take a moment to think about all 
the ways volunteers make your life 
better, and to consider passing on 
a heartfelt THANK YOU to those 
hard-working people.

The SVCLS is not able to hold 
our annual in-person volunteer 
recognition event this year, so 
instead we are celebrating with 
a contest. Any Slocan Valley 
volunteer is eligible to enter, and 

Volunteer Week in Canada is coming!
there are many prizes to be won! A 
series of three clues will be provided 
between April 8 and May 6, and 
once you know the answer you can 
send it in to svcls.event@gmail.
com. Be sure to include your name, 
email address and phone number so 
we can contact you, and also include 
a line to tell us how and where you 
volunteer. A random draw from 
among the successful entries will 
determine the winners. Check our 
website at www.slocanvalleylegacy.
com for full details. 

CLUE # 1: It starts with “C” and 
can be found almost everywhere in 
the world.

This year especially we have 
reasons to reach out and recognize 
volunteers, as so many have had to 
be really creative coming up with 

ways to continue delivering their 
services. Some have had to move 
to online versions of the events they 
offer. Some have had to work even 
harder than before, as demand for 
what they do has increased, such 
as local rail trail societies. Many 
have had to hold their meetings 
via Zoom, or find ways to conduct 
training or practices while masked 
and physically distanced, like 
our local firefighters. Lending a 
hand has become something you 
have to plan for, and yet folks 
have still stepped up – building 
playgrounds, delivering food 
and medications, making music, 
sanitizing surfaces, and so much 
more. Thank you volunteers – you 
keep our communities healthy and 
strong! 
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submitted
With bears emerging from 

their dens soon, Kim Frederiksen, 
Valhalla Wilderness Society Bear 
Smart Coordinator for Area H 
(Slocan Valley), has some tips to 
help us be bear smart.

“A special alert for those 
who might be hiking or biking in 
the Rosebery-Summit Lake Rail 
Trail area,” she says. “Be sure to 
travel alert and carry bear spray 
and use extra caution because of 
the predaceous-type event last 
year with a black bear treeing a 
hiker for two hours. Late last fall 
in the same area, a Hills resident 
reported the unusual incident 
of an adult black bear killing a 
young deer. Whether it was the 
same bear involved in the earlier 
human incident is not known but 
be extra mindful this spring and 
summer when outdoors.”

There are plans for the trail to 

Bears expected to emerge from hibernation soon
be reclassified to a non-motorized 
area next year with a spring 
closure because of grizzly bears 
between north Hills and Summit 
Lake. 

For the most part, bears 
have been in their winter dens 
since late October. In April, the 
first bears to exit their dens are 
the males, followed by subadult 
and single females, and finally 
emerging are the moms with their 
young cubs. When the adults and 
teenagers leave their private dens, 
they have lost one third of their 
pre-hibernation weight. They are 
a little groggy from their slumber 
and it takes a couple of weeks to 
break their fast. Once they do, 
they have a voracious appetite.

I n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e 
hibernation, bears have to 
consume between 15,000 and 
20,000 calories per day during 
the summer and fall.

Once spring arrives, male 
bears and the female bears that do 
not have cubs have two things on 
their mind: finding their first meal 
and finding a mate.

The best nutrient-rich food 
is found in the low-lying, snow-
free elevations: valley bottoms, 
riparian areas, open meadows 
and avalanche chutes. Early food 
sources consist of vegetation, 
winter or road-killed animals, 
and insects. A crowd pleaser is 
dandelion flowers.

Grizzly bears have a unique 
advantage over black bears as 
they have powerful paws and 
long claws that allow them to 

‘rototill’ the ground. This activity 
exposes bulbs, corms, and small 
rodents. As the spring progresses, 
grizzly bears typically follow the 
snowline back up the mountain.

Early spring food sources do 
not provide bears with enough 
calories to maintain the bear’s 
weight. They continue to lose 
mass well into the summer, when 
more abundant and higher quality 
food is available. The bears’ most 
sought-after and nutrient-rich 
food source is huckleberries, 
followed by spawning kokanee 
salmon. 

Back in January or February, 
while in their dens, the sleepy 
pregnant female bears gave birth 
to one to three cubs. Black bear 
cubs weigh less than one pound 
each, while the grizzly bear 
cubs are a little larger. When the 
mothers and their cubs emerge 
from their den, the black bear 
cubs weigh four to six pounds 
each, and the grizzly cubs weigh 
in at ten pounds.

The cubs continue to nurse 
exclusively for one month after 
they exit their winter den, so 
the mother bear must find high-
quality food sources to produce 
nutrient-rich milk for her growing 
and insatiable brood. The cubs 
will continue to supplement their 
diet with their mother’s milk until 
they hibernate for the first time in 
the late fall. In May, the cubs’ new 
teeth emerge and they can start 
eating solid food.

The mother bear has to teach 
her cubs how to identify and 

locate the 50 vegetation species, 
and the rich animal and insect 
protein sources that they will 
need to depend on for a healthy 
and prolific life.

Black bear cubs remain part 
of the family unit for two or 
three years while grizzly cubs are 
tutored several years more.

A new study published in 
Nature explored how eating 
human food, either through 
foraging through garbage or 
eating agricultural crops, affects 
black bears’ hibernation. The 
researchers found that bears that 
eat human food hibernate for 
shorter periods, thus accelerating 
their cellular aging and adversely 
affecting their longevity.

The Valhalla Wilderness 
Society (VWS) Bear Smart 
program would like to encourage 
valley residents to continue to 
reduce their attractants, including 
compost, bird feeders, garbage, 
outdoor fridges and freezers (even 
if they’re locked), uncleaned 
barbeques, and unpicked fruit. 

The VWS is grateful for the 
financial support from Regional 
District of the Central Kootenay, 
Winton Bear Foundation (based 
in England), private donations, 
and the help of volunteers.

If you would like suggestions 
on how to reduce your impact 
on the magnificent creatures 
that share our valley, please 
contact Kim at 250-226-6908 or 
kimbfrederiksen8@gmail.com; 
Gillian Sanders at 250-353-1137 

or grizzlyfencingproject@gmail.
com; or Cora Skaien at 778-987-

3652 or newdenver@wildsafebc.
com.

Renewable Energy 
Institute announced 
for Kootenay and 
Columbia Regions
submitted

The board of directors 
of the Columbia Institute of 
Renewable Energy Society 
(CIRES) has announced the 
incorporation of a society 
under the = BC’s Societies Act. 
CIRES’ goal is to research, 
promote, develop and facilitate 
the deployment of renewable 
energy systems in the Kootenay 
and Columbia regions of British 
Columbia.

“Hundreds of new jobs 
can be created right here in the 
Kootenay and Columbia regions 
as we focus our efforts to support 
innovators, entrepreneurs and 
workers to build, operate and 
maintain local renewable energy 
industries,” said Eden Yesh 
of Invermere, the president of 
CIRES.

Yesh reports that over the 
next month or so, the board 
will be developing the strategic 
planning required to carry out 
their ambitious goals.

“ A s  g o v e r n m e n t s  – 
provincially, nationally and 
globally – move to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions to 
net-zero by 2050, it is crucial 
that electrical production, 
heating systems, transportation, 
and commercial industry sectors 
cease burning fossil fuels. This 
will lead to large increases 
in demand for electricity and 
power sources that are produced 
by clean and renewable energy,” 
he said.

The founding members of 
the CIRES board of directors 
are: Allan Early (Crescent 
Va l l e y ) ,  C o r e y  K a n z i g 
(Cranbrook), Gerry Nellestijn 
(Salmo), Tyler Rice (Nelson), 
Laura Sacks (Castlegar), Bruce 
Wilson (Kimberley), Eden Yesh 
(Invermere).
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submitted
New environmental and climate 

data plus new digital tools are available 
on the Columbia Basin Climate Source 
website, www.basinclimatesource.ca. 
The website is a resource for Basin 
and Boundary communities to access 
reliable information on the region’s 
climate, possible future impacts to 
the environment and communities, 
and how people and organizations can 
proactively respond. 

“Basin residents and communities 
have told us that having access to local 

Basin and Boundary community residents have access to new and additional regional climate information and data with an expansion to the 
Columbia Basin Climate Source website.

Columbia Basin Climate Source website updated
and credible information around how 
the local environment and climate 
are changing is important to support 
decision-making and responding in an 
effective way,” said Brianna Burley, 
Manager, Environment with Columbia 
Basin Trust. “Climate resilience is 
an integrated priority in the Trust’s 
work, and we look forward to seeing 
the impact this information from the 
Columbia Basin Climate Source will 
have in our region over time.”

The climate data tool on the 
website has been enhanced to improve 

the presentation of data for over 40 
climate variables in an easy-to-use 
format. Through data, videos, maps and 
more, the website offers information 
to help users understand the data and 
make better informed decisions locally.

“Selkirk College is proud to 
support the Trust’s efforts to advance 
climate resilience in the region,” said 
Lauren Rethoret, Coordinator of the 
Columbia Basin Rural Development 
Institute and one of the Selkirk 

College researchers who developed 
the Columbia Basin Climate Source. 
“We’ve recently updated content on the 
site and welcome input from residents 
and organizations about how we can 
make this an even more valuable 
resource going forward.”

Local governments, First Nations 
communities, regional planners, policy 
makers, educators and media as well as 
local residents are encouraged to visit 
the updated online resources. Those 

engaged in climate action projects in 
the Columbia Basin and Boundary 
regions can also have their project 
included in future updates by filling 
out the Columbia Basin Climate Source 
Action Database form. 

The Columbia Basin Climate 
Source is an initiative of Columbia 
Basin Trust, developed and maintained 
by Selkirk College’s Applied Research 
and Innovation Centre, and guided by a 
diverse project advisory group. 
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BLACK COTTONWOODS
grow fast and die young. The southern 
Interior’s cottonwood ecosystems are 
among the rarest plant assemblages in 
the province. A flood-resistant species 
that thrives in our floodplains and riparian 
areas, cottonwoods shade streams to cool 
water—critical for fish as the climate warms. 
Snags are excellent wildlife trees and when 
they fall into water, create fish pools and 
habitat for aquatic creatures.

Monika 
Elizabeth Mah 

1944 – 2021
She was brilliant – the light of 
my life for sixty years (2021 
would have been our 59th 
wedding anniversary).
Monika (a former oncology 
nurse in Toronto) died Sunday, 
March 28th 2021, at Nakusp, 
finally free of the unrelenting 
pain from the after effects of 
cancer treatments.

The sorrow is deep and all-encompassing for the family: 
husband Jay-Dell, son Mark (Margaret), grandsons Zachary 
and Henry, sister Ulrike Zobel, brother Frank Zobel (Elena), 
half sister Renate Berlet, and nieces and nephews Jennifer 
Cross, Andrea Volansky (Blaine & great nephew Nate and 
great niece Eva), Davin Zobel (Amy), and Kris Mah (Tabitha & 
great nephew Eliott, and twins Eamon & Elsie). Our youngest 
son, Jason, died in 1985.
Her parents, Henry and Berta Zobel, both deceased, were 
long time residents of the Burton and Nakusp areas. 
Monika (with a “K” she would have to say time and again) 
combined an often sharp tongue with such a generous spirit. 
She loved her volunteer work at the library and was heart-
broken when her disease made her step down.  She had 
hoped to be able to join the “beach ladies” for a last dip this 
summer. The lake swim, and those conversations with good 
friends, often about the latest good fiction, were among her 
favourite things.
COVID restrictions will prevent any memorial service at this 
time, and as a very private person, she’d likely frown upon 
any such idea.
If you feel inclined, I think she’d really be pleased with 
memorial donations to her second home in Nakusp, the 
Nakusp Public Library. 

submitted
The Kootenay Lake Angler 

Incentive Program is designed to help 
the iconic kokanee salmon population 
recover after their collapse in 2013. 

In 2017, only 12,000 spawners 
were estimated in the main lake. 
Conservationists have been trying 
to reverse the decline by conducting 
kokanee egg plants and fry release 
for the past five years. The high in-
lake abundance of rainbow and bull 
trout is suppressing the survival of 
the kokanee, the primary food source 
of these predators. The incentive 
program encourages anglers to catch 
and retain rainbow and bull trout 
while giving the juvenile kokanee a 
chance to grow.

In June, one lucky winner will 
be drawn from the rainbow and bull 
trout submissions to win a $50,000 
Kingfisher boat and trailer package. 
The March, April and May $1,000 
gift certificates are still to be drawn 

Get out and get a trout with the Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive Program
too – there are plenty of opportunities 
to win!

West  Arm Outdoors Club 
President Gord Grunerud said, “The 
sports fishery on Kootenay Lake 
was once renowned for its stock 
of large Gerrard rainbow trout and 
kokanee salmon. We want to get 
back to a robust sports fishery in our 
region. Our goal with this three-year 
incentive program is to restore a 
balance in predator/prey relationships 
to allow kokanee abundance to 
increase.”

The January 2021 Kootenay Lake 
Kokanee Recovery Update, published 
by the Ministry of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resource Operations 
and Rural Development, Kootenay-
Boundary Resource Management 
Unit states, “Once kokanee survival 
improves as a result of fewer 
predators, kokanee abundance will 
increase quite rapidly. We need to 
continue harvesting predators until 

we hit that tipping point.”
The number of main lake kokanee 

spawners typically ranges between 
250,000 and 2,000,000. Low survival 

rates of kokanee in the main lake 
have reduced spawner numbers to 
less than 40,000 in recent years, 
with approximately 90,000 counted 

in 2020.
The Kootenay Lake Angler 

Incentive Program encourages anglers 
to harvest rainbow and bull trout in 
the main body of Kootenay Lake and 
then turn in the heads to local depots 
to enter to win a monthly draw, and 
the grand prize in June. Depots are: 
Woodbury Resort, Balfour Gill and 
Gift, Crawford Bay Market and 
Wynndel Foods and Outdoor Gear.

Guy Rook of Sanca was the February winner of $1,000 worth of gift certificates in the Kootenay 
Lake Angler Incentive Program. 

The Lucerne Grad fundraising raffle had its draw on April 1. Jude Chodat won the two truckloads of firewood and Steve Hammond and Joanne 
Bernof took home the beautiful gift baskets. Pictured here are Joanne and grads Stephanie and Senna. The grads thank everyone for their 

amazing support. See the classified ad section for the card of thanks.
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Call for Expression of Interest
Nakusp and Area Development Board is seeking an Economic 
Development Coordinator who is energetic, skilled, and invested in the 
economic success of our area. 

Accountabilities for this one-year independent services contract are:
 • Project development: research, recommend, develop funding 
  proposals
 • Project management: implement projects and complete 
  reports
 • Public relations: liaise with/respond to community economic 
  stakeholders
 • Support for local business recovery and investment in 
  area
 • Strategic planning and project evaluation
 • Administration
This contract has a budget of $32-48,000, not including GST, and will require 
20-30 hours per week. Contract target period is May 1/2021 to Apr 30/2022, 
but start date is flexible.

Please request the detailed ‘Call for Expression of Interest’ from 
nakuspareadevelopment@gmail.com

Louise Perepolkin
October 8th, 1945 - March 26th, 2021

We wish to announce the passing 
of Louise Perpolkin after a short 
battle with lung cancer which she 
accepted with strength and grace.
She will be remembered most for 
her great love of family – firstly her 
husband of 54 years Alex.
Her four beloved sons Ray, Kevin, 
Dave and Carl.
Her many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.

Her sisters and brother.
Her daughters-in-law.
Her sisters and brothers-in-law.
Her nieces and nephews.
She prayed for her whole family every night naming each loved one 
individually.
Louise had a very hard work ethic. She loved gardening on a big 
scale. Her cooking was amazing. She was light-hearted and full of 
fun and yet also very wise and fair.
Her ashes will be interred at the Hills Cemetery this summer, the 
date as yet undecided.

submitted
New community-led projects 

in the Columbia Basin will support 
access to affordable, quality, local 
food for residents, with an emphasis 
on assisting those in need. 

A new culinary tool library will help process and preserve more locally grown and raised foods 
in Johnsons Landing with support from the Trust.

Trust provides grants to grow, recover and redistribute food 
Food Access and Recovery 

Grants are part of the Trust’s work 
in local food production and access, 
a strategic priority as directed by 
Basin residents. Over $850,000 
will support 24 projects across the 

region that focus on expanding 
opportunities for residents to create 
healthy meals, enhance social and 
cultural community connections 
through food, and reduce food waste. 

In Johnsons Landing, a low-
barrier culinary tool lending library 
will be created for community 
use with $9,235 awarded to the 
Johnsons Landing Community 
Association. The library of resources 
and skill-sharing will enable greater 
access to local food on a year-
round basis, while reducing food 
waste. Tools include canners, juicers, 
mixers, dehydrators, grinders, 
smokers and more. Shared use will 
support sustainability and building 
community connections as many 
tools are not required for daily use. 

“We appreciate this support for 
increasing our capacity for local 
food production and processing. 
Having access to these tools will 
make preparation and preservation 
of locally grown food more efficient 
and easier, particularly for younger 
people who are just starting out,” 
said Karen Newmoon, chair of 
the Johnsons Landing Community 
Association. “Sharing these tools 
will foster a sense of community 
cohesion and contribute to reducing 

our ecological footprints, while 
increasing the use of seasonally 
abundant, locally grown foods.”

Another tool library project 
in our area will benefit residents 
of Krestova, Kaslo and Creston. 
The Kootenay Local Agriculture 
Society will receive $17,363 to 
expand its tool lending library to 
provide barrier-free access to tools 
and equipment for community 
gardens, subsistence farmers and 
organizations in the non-profit food 
and farm sector.

The North Kootenay Lake 

Community Services Society will be 
increasing access to food cupboards 
in Kaslo and Meadow Creek/ 
Lardeau, enhancing food processing 
and distribution, and establishing a 
seed library thanks to a $50,000 grant 
under this CBT program.

In Slocan, the WE Graham 
Community Service Society is a 
recipient of $50,000 under this 
program to enhance partnerships with 
local farmers, stores and suppliers; 
offer food literacy workshops during 
the growing season; and process and 
distribute recovered food.

submitted
A new children’s book by Lila 

Strand is now available in our local 
stores. Little Star and Eliore is 
the third of Strand’s Star Children 
Books, which all include some of 
the hidden or unseen forces in the 
universe.

Little Star and Eliore is an 
adventuresome story, centring on 
golden-hearted Little Star, a character 
in the previous Star Children books. 
Impulsive Eliore looks down from 
the clouds and is envious of his 
fun and adventures on earth. In her 
attempts to join in, she accidentally 
falls off the clouds, and lands far 
away from where she wants to 
be. Life wisdom and surprising 
possibilities are woven together in 
the story. 

Strand says her books fill a niche 
that is standing empty – children’s 
books where otherworldliness is part 
of the narrative.

“When I was little, I walked 
around in nature in wonder,” Strand 
remembers. “Although my family 
was not religious and was actually 

New Denver area author Lila Strand has just published her third children’s book.

Local children’s author and illustrator Lila Strand releases new book
opposed to the church, remnants of 
religious words still floated about 
– words like God and angel and 
soul. I remember walking around 
wondering and pondering – how did 
everything in the universe manage to 
work? How did God make it work? 
I longed to know. But there was no 
book, certainly not for children, that 
had anything in it from the higher 
frequency realms.”

When her own children were 
little, things in the children’s book 
department hadn’t changed much, 
Strand says. After she retired, when 
her first grandchild was on the way, 

she had another look at children’s 
books. “I thought, ‘Where are the 
wonderful books for young children 
that provide more than just what our 
physical senses perceive? I can’t find 
them, so I will write them!’ I was 
ignited to write these very books that 
I had longed for as a child.”

Strand hopes her books plant 
the seeds of possibility and wonder, 
and inspire children to ask if there 
is something more to the world that 
they could discover.

The Star Children Books are 
available at www.lilastrand.com and 
at stores listed on the website.
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Agnes Jane 
Emary
1925-2021

Agnes Jane Emary (nee Parsons) loving 
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, 
aunt and active community member, passed 
away March 24, 2021 at the New Denver 
Pavilion.

Agnes was born October 21, 1925 
to George & Eva Parsons in Melfort, 
Saskatchewan, growing up on the family 
farm in Pontrilas with brothers Jack, 

Clarence, & sister Roberta (Bobby) all of whom are deceased.
Agnes graduated from high school in 1945 in Melfort, worked at the creamery in 

Nipawan for a time before enrolling in normal school, doing a 6 month stint before going 
out to teach in various areas of the prairies, Makwa, Wadena, Meadow Lake until 1950. In 
1951 she came to Sandon, BC, teaching grades 1-4. A very different life for a young prairie 
girl used to the flatland, high mountains & snow from Sept-April. But she was strong & 
persevered. This is where she met her 1st love - John (Red) Mathewson. In 1953 she moved 
to New Denver, teaching school.

Red & she were married in 1953 & settled into married life in their beautiful home. 
Red passed away in 1961 and in 1965 she married Glen Emary & gained a ready-made 
family – daughter Margaret, son Vern – her life was complete! Many happy years 
were had together as a family. Glen passed in 1987. Agnes then travelled with cousin 
Mildred and by herself to various countries – back to Nova Scotia where her mother’s 
family resided. New Zealand, Australia, England, U.S.A, Vimy Ridge, France where 
she travelled with other veterans & on the way in the plane she stood up & led all 
the veterans in a sing song – typical of her!

Agnes wore many hats & had tremendous community spirit & service, ready & willing 
to help in any way. Long-time chairman of the New Denver Reading Centre – dedicating 
her love of books selflessly to the community.

One of the founding members of Hospice (30 years) she volunteered at the Pavilion, helping 
with teas, activities, and getting grants for Pavilion residents that would enhance their lives. 
Belonged to various music groups singing & playing music for them – they were all very dear to her. 
Parade marshall for New Denver May Days, Board member in Silvery Slocan Society 
for years.

She worked with the Recreation Commission where she recruited lifeguards for 
swimming lessons – even taking them herself and overcame her fear of water, and having 
a room available in her home for the instructors also.

She started Beavers as her grandsons were involved and also girl guides. 
Lifetime member of Royal Canadian Legion and lifetime member of Hospital Auxiliary.

I n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y  s e r v i c e  e v e r y  y e a r . 
She was the organist for church & Sunday school, also played the organ for a church scene 
in the movie The War Between Us, a movie about the internment of the Japanese Canadians 
– this participation in the movie was appropriate as she taught Japanese children.

She was awarded the Queens Diamond Jubilee Medal Sept 12 for her dedicated service 
to her peers & community & Canada.

She fulfilled a lifelong dream of playing the saxophone, getting good enough to play 
at a grandson’s wedding!

She was the family historian & communicator – writing letters to family, slipping a 
little $$$ in her letters to home, visiting faithfully all relatives & long-time friends back 
in Saskatchewan.

She loved watching her Blue Jays & curling – it became a family joke that there was 
no time for our phone calls till after the games!

Agnes cherished family, excited with the arrival of her grandsons & great-grandchildren 
– they were her life!

She will be greatly missed by family & all whose lives she touched.
Agnes is survived by daughter Margaret (Dave) Groenhuysen, son Vern (Eid), 

grandsons, Banon, Eric, Jody (Michelle) Huss – Devyn & Kaylee, Raymond (Narelle) 
Huss - Meghan & Colin, Aaron (Kirsten) Groenhuysen – Tyler, Denver, Jayke, Wade 
Groenhuysen – Wyatt & Grady nieces Jackie Moonie (Parsons) & family, Holly Pitka & 
family, nephews Calvin Parsons & family, Brent Marjerison, cousins Mildred & Donna.

Agnes was a beautiful soul with a tremendous love for people, and always looking out 
for the less fortunate. We certainly lost an angel.

Special heartfelt thanks to Dr C Burkholder at Slocan Community Care Centre, nurses 
and staff at the Pavilion where she resided since leaving her beloved home in 2017.

A good teacher is like a candle – it consumes itself to light the way for others.
Family gathering will take place in the  summer and celebration of life when permitted. 
To those who desire may make a memorial donation in memory of Agnes to New 

Denver Health Care Auxiliary – thank you!

by Jan McMurray
The West Kootenay Football 

Club has launched its spring soccer 
season, with soccer programs for 
young people aged 3-19 in South 
Slocan, Winlaw, Slocan, New 
Denver, Nakusp and Kaslo. New 
this year is the club’s partnership 
with Nakusp Minor Soccer.

“So far, we have 453 players 
registered across the club – over 
double what we had last year!” says 
Matthew Wood, the club’s executive 
director.

Wood explains that the program 
can go ahead this spring, operating 
in line with BC Soccer and Viasport 
guidelines on safe outdoor children 
and youth sport activities. “For the 
time being, that means no matches 
will be played, until it is deemed safe 
for us to do so,” he said.

The club offers coaching and 
goal keeping programs on top of 
the regular soccer program. Wood 
reports there are 14 trained youth 
coaches working with the club this 
spring. He says the coach training 
program covers everything from the 
principles of leadership to fostering 
a culture of positive support for 
players and staff. This year, the youth 
received Occupational First Aid level 
one certification, as well.

“It was a challenge doing the 
training on Zoom due to COVID, 
but our youth rose to the occasion 
with extraordinary creativity and 
grace,” he said. “The purpose of the 
program is to give our local youth 
employment opportunities as well 
as training, community leadership 
experience and qualifications which 
will help them stand out in college 
applications and applying for jobs 
in the future. We are always looking 
to grow the program and training for 
new youth coaches will occur as new 
coaches are hired.”

The goal keeper program is 
another exciting addition to the 
club’s programs this year. Designed 
for players in the grades 4-6 and 
high school grades 7-12 age groups, 
Coach Robert Popelka, one of 
the club’s board members, will 
develop the special skills anyone 
interested in goal keeping will need 
to be successful. Free half-day goalie 
camps will take place this weekend 

West Kootenay Football Club launches spring soccer season
(April 10 and 11) at Mt. Sentinel 
on Saturday morning, in Slocan on 
Saturday afternoon, and in Nakusp 
on Sunday morning.

“We held a very successful camp 
like this in Winlaw during the fall 
season, with over 20 players turning 
up and the change in those players’ 
knowledge and confidence in goal 
keeping was incredible!” Wood says.

A Columbia Basin Trust grant 
has allowed the club to purchase 
portable floodlights and play even 
when it’s dark. “Playing under 
floodlights is a wonderful experience 

and I’m eager for our players to share 
in that,” he said. “A huge thank you 
to CBT for that, and to our sponsors, 
and to our communities for their faith 
in us and for their support.

“We will continue to develop our 
programs on our guiding principles 
of equity, respect and inclusiveness. 
Sports can be such a powerful 
way to bring people together, give 
children and youth a safe place of 
belonging and ownership, be valued 
and promote healthy living.”

Visit westkootenayfootball.com 
for more information.

The West Kootenay Football Club has launched its spring soccer season.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Rec coordinator planned

The Village is looking to hire 
a half-time recreation coordinator 
for two years to beef up recreation 
activities during the COVID 
pandemic.

The council, working from 
a proposal by Councillor Joseph 
Hughes, approved a motion saying 
“the pandemic is having a resounding 
effect on the physical, mental health 
and well-being of constituents and that 
distancing is eroding the community 
fabric we usually enjoy” and one 
way of addressing those social needs 
is to have “recreational programs 
delivered by a qualified coordinator.”

The position will be funded 
with about $40,000 in COVID Safe 
Restart Funds from the province. 
The recreation commission will 
supervise the coordinator, and will 
provide a twice-yearly report on the 
coordinator’s activities.
Hot springs revenues cool

February was a cruel month for 
Village revenues at the municipally 
owned hot springs. 

Hot Springs Supervisor Noel 
Ballard reported to council that 
February saw revenues of only 
$12,800 – down from just under 

Nakusp council, March 22: Recreation coordinator to be hired
$60,000 in February 2020.

Last year saw 3,100 visitors to 
the facility in the shortest month, 
while this year saw just one-third of 
that – 1,188 visitors.

The Village’s finance director 
says the restrictions mean the pools 
are operating at a $55,000 deficit 
so far this year. However, now that 
the hot springs have opened up to a 
wider market (as of March 12 any 
resident of BC can go), staff are 
hoping for a rebound in numbers. 
The chalets have been almost full 
since they reopened March 12, and 
the campground at the hot springs 
will open May 1. Check the website 
for more information.
Pave paradise, pay a 
development fee

Property developers will face 
new fees as the Village seeks to 
recover costs from more complex 
developments in town. The Village’s 
Fees and Charges Amendment Bylaw 
was passed at the council meeting, 
outlining new application fees that 
have to be paid for development 
services.

A developer who wants to 
subdivide a piece of land for a 
building will have to pay $300 for the 
first property parcel, and an extra $50 
for each additional parcel. A condo 
builder will face the same costs: $300 
for the first bare land strata lot and 
$50 for each additional unit.

That’s not all. Any of the usual 
costs required for planning and 
development (advertising, legal and 
land titles fees, contracted planning 
services, postage, etc.) will be billed 
to the proponent at cost. Inspection 
of works will cost 3% of the price 
of any roads or utilities connecting 
to the project (with a minimum fee 
of $500), while the owner also has 
to pay for the cost of connecting the 
project to water, sewer, and other 
utilities.
Property pitch

A Nakusp couple wants to buy 
an orphan strip of land next to their 
home in the village.

Howard and Kathy Cann say they 
fear any other use of the land would 
be detrimental to their enjoyment of 
their property.

The strip of land next to their 
10th Avenue home was offered for 
sale to the previous owners decades 
ago, when the CPR left the area. That 
owner didn’t buy it, however, and the 
land has just been considered part of 
a right-of-way into the community 
cemetery.

However, “since we bought our 
property, there have been very few 
occasions that Village crews even 
use the lane,” the couple wrote to 
council. “Most often the crews use 
the gates at the top of the cemetery.”

That’s not to say, however, the 
land has been unused.

“ We  h a v e  a l r e a d y  h a d 
confrontations with drunks from the 
campground going through the lane 
in the middle of the night screaming 
and breaking bottles,” they wrote. 
“We pick up garbage all the way to 
the beach and have to deal with dog 
s--t from irresponsible dog owners!”

The situation has become more 
urgent as the couple is concerned 
about plans to improve the access 
between the municipal campground 
and the beach.

“We were informed that there 
is to be a sign encouraging people 
to use the lane for public access to 
the Lakeside path,” they wrote. “We 
were very upset and concerned about 
our privacy and security!”

The couple say that “in a perfect 
world” they would buy the orphan 
land and the lane, and would provide 
a written easement to the Village for 
cemetery access.

They say the purchase wouldn’t 
be a big issue for pedestrians heading 
to the beach, as it would only be a 
“couple of hundred metres” to access 
other routes to the beach.

“With the expected campground 
expansion across the street from 
our house, we are counting on 
the Village to abide by the ‘good 
neighbour policies’ in Nakusp and be 
considerate to our needs,” they said.

Council sent the matter to the 
administration to come back with a 

report on whether selling the land to 
the Canns is a good idea.
NACFOR 
disbursements

Two more groups in the southern 
Arrow Lakes area are going to 
be receiving benefits from the 
community forest company that 
works in the area.

The Fauquier Community Club 
will be getting $21,665 from the 
Nakusp and Area Community Forest 
legacy fund to build a new pavilion. 
The money represents the RDCK’s 
share of the $270,000 project, while 
the club itself will contribute $5,416. 
The Columbia Basin Trust is funding 
90% of the cost (almost $245,000).

The Edgewood Community Club 
is also receiving a grant of $8,500 
to finish off the paperwork on a 
new cell tower repeating station in 
the community. The money will be 
used to pay for a legal survey of the 
cell tower area, and to prepare legal 
documents for the use and right-of-
way that have been arranged with 
the land the tower is sitting on. The 
project has already seen benefits, 
says the group.

“We now have the cell tower 
functioning effectively,” Community 
Club President Bill Penner wrote to 
council. “Reception has improved 
from no service to approximately 
three to five bars for the majority of 
areas in the community.” 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Trustees in School District 10 
Arrow Lakes have changed the board’s 
Indigenous land acknowledgement to 
only mention the Sinixt people.

The new acknowledgement, which 
opens every school board meeting, 
states “We gratefully acknowledge 
that we live, work and learn on the 
traditional, ancestral, and unceded 
territory of the Sinixt Peoples, and we 
honour their ongoing presence on the 
Land.”

The old acknowledgement also 
mentioned the Okanagan, Ktunaxa and 
Shuswap nations, whose people also 
had an historic presence in what’s now 
called the West Kootenay.

“But this is the territory of the 
Sinixt, so this is really about telling 
that truth,” says Terry Taylor, SD 10’s 
superintendent. “The purpose of a land 
acknowledgement is really to honour 
the territory of the people whose 
territory it is.”

Taylor says the initiative for change 
came from the district’s Indigenous 
Education Council. The council is 
comprised of Indigenous peoples, 
including a Sinixt elder, Metis elders, 
Indigenous school staff and community 

SD 10 changes land acknowledgement ‘to reflect the truth’ of Sinixt 
members. 

“Students and parents at recent 
Equity Scans [workshops] in Nakusp 
and New Denver discussed wanting 
to better acknowledge Sinixt language 
and territory,” says Taylor. “The 
Indigenous Education Council were 
all in agreement and passed a motion 
unanimously.”

The school district board accepted 
the council’s decision at its latest 
meeting.

Sinixt leaders acknowledged the 
move as a positive one.

“From the earliest court case of 
the Sinixt asking for recognition the 
judge said: when your community 
recognizes you, then maybe the 
government will,” says Sinixt elder 
Marilyn James. “This is the first step 
on a long road to reconciliation. There 
can be no reconciliation without truth. 
It’s time the institution of education did 
something about the truth, especially 
given the long history of residential 
schools.”

“I really appreciate the action they 
took to recognize the ancestry of our 
people who once resided there,” adds 
Colville Confederated Tribes Chairman 
Rodney Cawston.

Taylor  says the change in 
acknowledgement reflects the ongoing 
work of reconciliation that the board – 
and society as a whole – is currently 
taking part in.

“In the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission report, there are calls to 
action for education. And the call to 
action is to tell the truth and move 
towards respectful understanding,” 
she says. “So I think that is part of the 
greater piece of this.”

Other First Nations had an 
historic presence in the region, and 
the Okanagan’s Westbank First Nation 
even has landholdings in the district. 
But Taylor says the acknowledgement 
doesn’t diminish the recognition of 
those nations.

“It in no way negates or doesn’t 
acknowledge the rich diversity of 
Indigenous students we have or 
families that live in our school district 
and territory, doesn’t preclude the rich 
cultural programs we do with our kids, 
and the ways we celebrate and honour 
Metis cultures, or our Inuit culture, or 
other First Nations…

“We’re not doing any less of that. 
It’s just that the purpose of the land 
acknowledgement is to acknowledge 
the people in whose territory you’re 
living and working.”

While the acknowledgement seems 
divorced from day-to-day teaching, 
Taylor says it does have an impact, 
and reflects the hard work the district 
has done to support Indigenous learners 
– who make up 20% of the district’s 
enrolment.

“We’re doing a pretty amazing 
job in our district, in ensuring that our 
Indigenous learners are successful… 
we’re also really committed to the 
work that matters, from equity scan 
conversations with parents and students, 
and recently with the pandemic… 
we’ve enhanced our mental health 
supports in our school outreach…

“We’re really committed to doing 
this work, and doing it with a good 
heart, not wanting to exclude and not 
wanting to erase Indigenous people 
and culture.” 

The provincial COVID-19 vaccine 
rollout includes special coordination for 
rural and remote communities. 

Interior Health has already 
completed targeted clinics for several 
rural and remote communities and has 
begun expanding plans more broadly. 

Please review any special 
community clinics planned throughout 
the Interior here: https://news.
interiorhealth.ca/news/taking-a-
community-approach/ 

People may be expected to provide 
identification to prove they reside in 
the applicable region and should make 
an appointment in advance by calling 
1-877-740-7747, between 7 am and 7 
pm PST, seven days a week.

Interior Health coordinates rural and 
remote COVID-19 vaccine appointments

We remind everyone to be vigilant 
against fraud. Our call centres will never 
ask for financial information, credit card 
details, or social insurance numbers. 

To register for a COVID-19 vaccine 
appointment, the public will only be 
asked for: legal name, date of birth, 
postal code, personal health number 
(PHN) from a Care Card or the back of 
the BC driver’s licence or BC services 
cards, and current contact information, 
including an email address or a phone 
number that is regularly checked. 

To review who is considered 
clinically extremely vulnerable and 
eligible for COVID-19 vaccine starting 
March 29, visit: https://www2.gov.
bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/cev
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Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 10-4 daily, including Sunday

We are limiting people to 4 customers in the store at any one time

Spring is coming, check out our new wagons & 
garden tools.

Straw bales $13.00

Peat Moss - $19.99/bale, 
Sunshine Mix

Seed starting soil, flats 
& inserts, seeds

Sewer Pipe & Accessories

premixed 
cement, 

insulation,  
drywall

Face masks are mandatory

New shipment of Fencing &
 fence posts arriving soon! 
 – corral panels

Just Arrived!!! 
SPRING BULBS: 

dahlias, lilies, begonias, 
freesias, gladiolus, 

onion sets 
& more

Spring is here and it’s about to get mucky! 
Come check out our selection of rubber 
muck boots to stay 
dry this season.

1150 Lakeside Drive • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

Professional fitting, 
expert service.

www.facebook.com/
pages/Vince-DeVitos-

Specialty-Footwear-LTD

www.vincedevito.com

We have moved 
down to the mall 

during our Hall Street 
Renovations!!!
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The water we drink, the crops 

pollinated by native bees, the air 
we breathe and the recharge we 
get from a weekend outdoors are 
all benefits that people get from 
nature. 

An analysis by Dr. Matthew 
Mitchell from the University 
of British Columbia maps 
out hotspots in BC, based on 
recent nation-wide research 
with scientists  from the 
universities of Carleton and 
McGill, the Yellowstone to 
Yukon Conservation Initiative 
(Y2Y) and Wildlife Conservation 
Society Canada. 

Three key benefits that 
people get from nature were 
mapped: climate regulation (i.e. 
carbon storage); fresh water 
(e.g., for drinking, irrigation, 
hydroelectricity); nature-based 
outdoor recreation. 

Importantly, the methods 
included both nature’s capacity to 
supply these benefits, as well as 
human demand for them. 

One of the places in BC 
that stands out as a conservation 

priority for all three is the 
inland temperate rainforest. 
This globally unique ecosystem 
stretches from the Idaho-BC 
border to Prince George. 

The analysis shows that the 
inland temperate rainforest is 
a nationally important hotspot 
due to its high capacity to store 
aboveground carbon, tremendous 
provision of fresh water to 
downstream communities, and 
significance for recreation. It is 
also an area of high biodiversity 
that is under high pressure 
from past and planned human 
activities, including logging, 
road building, and recreation 
and tourism. 

“The inland temperate 
rainforest has long been known 
for its ecological importance, 
including its huge trees and 
habitat for rare wildlife like 
mountain caribou,” says Nadine 
Raynolds of Y2Y. “But it is also 
clear that this region is incredibly 
important for people, especially 
as we face the predictions of 
climate change.” 

Given Canada’s commitment 

to protecting 30% of the country’s 
lands and oceans by 2030, 
research like this is key as all 
governments design conservation 
plans that ensure both people and 
nature thrive. Choosing places 
that have multiple benefits helps 
increase and diversify the impact 
of conservation. 

The inland temperate 
rainforest has the highest density 
of overlapping carbon and 
freshwater provision hotspots 
in BC compared to all other 
biogeoclimatic zones. It is just 
under 5% of the province by 
area, but has almost 30% of 
the overlapping above-ground 
carbon-fresh water provision 
hotspots and 20% of the 
overlapping total carbon-fresh 
water provision hotspots in BC. 

Similar ly,  the  Upper 
Columbia basin, a subregion of 
the inland temperate rainforest, 
covers just 4% of the province 
but contains over 40% of 
overlapping fresh water capacity 
and provision hotspots — and 
this does not include all the fresh 
water demand downstream in 

the US. 
“At the same time that 

biodiversity is increasingly 
under threat in Canada and BC, 
Canadians are demanding more 
of the benefits that natural areas 
provide. Identifying those places 
that are important for multiple 
benefits and species, like the 
inland temperate rainforest 
and Upper Columbia basin, is 
critical as we work to improve 
and expand our conservation 
actions,” says Dr. Matthew 
Mitchell, lead author. 

“As we grapple with major 
decisions regarding conserving 
and protecting nature, we need 
every tool we can get to make 
the most effective and well-
informed decisions. The Province 
has committed to protecting old 
growth forests and recovering 
mountain caribou, which are 
under serious threat in BC’s 
inland temperate rainforest. We 
have a prime opportunity to 
protect these rare and at-risk 
ecosystems and secure critical 
needs and benefits for people. A 
win-win,” says Raynolds. 

Pinpointing and prioritizing places to protect in BC: inland temperate rainforest and Upper Columbia

by Jan McMurray
With the Sn7ayckstx 

(Sinixt)  people gaining 
recognition in Canada, the 
Sn7ayckstx on the Colville 
reservation in the US have 
changed the name of the non-
profit society they formed to 
represent themselves. 

T h e  S n 7 a y c k s t x 
Confederacy is now the name 
of the society that began as 
the Arrow Lakes Aboriginal 
Society.

The Sn7ayckstx, also 
referred to as the Lakes tribe, 
is one of the 12 tribes of the 
Colville Confederated Tribes 
(CCT) based on the reservation 
in Colville, Washington. There 
are also many Sn7ayckstx 
people living in BC.

“We changed i t  [ the 
name of the society] to the 
Sn7ayckstx Confederacy in 
November 2020, using our 
own traditional name for our 
people,” said Rodney Cawston, 
chairman of both the Colville 
Confederated Tribes and the 
Sn7ayckstx Confederacy. 
“We started the non-profit as 
the Arrow Lakes Aboriginal 
Society and recognized our 
membership as those who are 
Sn7ayckstx on the Colville 

Sn7ayckstx (Sinixt) Confederacy recognizes Sn7ayckstx people from both Canada and US
reservation, but now we’ve 
changed our name to the 
Sn7ayckstx Confederacy and 
we recognize all Sn7ayckstx 
people, whether they reside in 
Canada or the US.”

Cawston says that the 
Desautel legal case, establishing 
Sn7ayckstx hunting rights in 
Canada, “has brought a lot of 
recognition back to our people, 
especially from the Canadian 
government, that our people 
still exist – that we are not 
extinct as said to be many 
years ago.” This, he said, has 
allowed the Sn7ayckstx “to 
forge new relationships in 
Canada,” and they have been 
working with BC ministries 
to get better protection for 
important Sn7ayckstx cultural 
sites in BC. “It’s extremely 
important and sacred to us. We 
want to have those protected 
as much as possible, so we are 
developing those relationships 
in Canada.” 

Although it seems that the 
recent Sn7ayckstx presence 
in Canada is something new, 
Cawston says, “For those of 
us who are Sn7ayckstx and 
have relatives in Canada, we 
know we have existed on both 
sides of the border since time 

immemorial.”
Cawston says  as  he 

was growing up, he heard 
stories from his  father, 
grandmother and aunts about 
how the Sn7ayckstx people 
would travel back and forth 
between Canada and US all 
the time. Kettle Falls in the 
US was an important fishing 
and gathering space for the 
Sn7ayckstx in summer. When 
the international boundary 
was formed, the Sn7ayckstx 
people were forced to stay in 
either Canada or the US. Travel 
across the border became less 
frequent as more regulations 
were brought in.

“My dad used to always 
say, ‘the border was never our 
border.’ Our people travelled 
freely across this landscape. 
We’re really Canadian, but 
displaced down here in the 
US.”

A history that is almost 
never told, Cawston says, is 
about how the Sn7ayckstx 
were forced out of Canada 
by legal relationships, forced 
removals, homesteading and 
the mining industry. “It was 
important to my relatives to 
tell us those stories, and to 
reconnect our people back 

up to that country – to walk 
where they once walked and 
once lived.”

Cawston says that each tribe 
had their own way of enrolling 
tribal members on reserves 
in Canada and reservations 
in the US. The Sn7ayckstx in 
Canada scattered and moved 
onto different reserves, which 
diminished the Sn7ayckstx 
tribe. 

Cawston says enrolment 
in the Colville Confederated 
T r i b e s  h a s  i n c l u d e d 
documenting the blood lines 
of their people. “We have that 
history of where our people 
came from so that’s done us 
well – really understanding 
our ancestry, where each of 
our people came from. We did 
a lot of legal research, studying 
historical records in Canada and 
the US and how families moved 
from our traditional homelands 
and onto the Colville reserve.”

“Having recognized that 
we are not extinct, we need our 
people to be able to go back 
to those ancestral homelands 
where they once lived and 
fished and gathered, to have 
those same experiences passing 
on from one generation to the 
next,” Cawston said.

The final decision on the 
Desautel case is expected this 
spring or summer. Desautel 
won the case in the first court, 
which ruled that Desautel, a 
Sn7ayckstx and US citizen, has 

an aboriginal right to hunt in his 
traditional territory in BC. The 
decision has been upheld in two 
appeal courts. The final appeal 
to the Supreme Court of Canada 
was heard October 8, 2020.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Figments has Easter 
Chocofellar treats, and new 

spring bonnets too! 
Open Tuesday-Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Work continues on planning the 
outbuildings and facilities for the new 
Front Street Park. Final plans were 
provided to council by designer Robert 
Inwood for the washroom structure. 
Plans for the performance stage were 
to be done by the end of March, after 
being reviewed by an architect and 
structural engineer. Building permits 
for both structures have been applied 
for. Village staff have issued the request 
for proposals for construction of the 
washroom building, with a closing date 
of April 6.

Council received and forwarded the 
plans to the Front Street Park Design 
Committee, and council will take one 
last look at the plans – and approve 
the recommendations for contractors 
– at council’s April 13 meeting, to 
allow construction to begin “as soon as 
possible.” 
Fungus focus

A proposal for a pilot project to grow 
mushrooms along a trail in Kaslo got the 
okay from council. See story elsewhere 
in this edition of the Valley Voice.
Outbuildings at Moyie

The SS Moyie site is going to see 
some construction in the near future. 

The Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society received a federal/provincial 
CERIP grant for the construction of three 
CPR-style turn-of-the century portable 
buildings on the SS Moyie grounds.

Kaslo council, March 23: Front Street Park washroom building goes to RFP
One building would be for a new 

workshop; the second is for storage of 
tools and seasonal-use items; and the 
third will act as a self-guided interpretive 
facility for visitors.

A letter from the society said all 
buildings from the outside would look 
like authentic turn-of-the-20th-century 
CPR buildings with drop-cap siding, 
four- or six-pane windows with wood 
trim, asphalt roof shingles, and painted to 
CPR colours. There will be some modern 
tweaks, like wheelchair accessibility and 
heating by electric baseboard. 

As the property is owned by the 
Village, the KLHS had to first ask council 
for the go-ahead to apply for permits on 
behalf of the Village.
Hydro lineman blues

The Village and RDCK Area D want 
to convince FortisBC to reinstate the 
powerline technician position in Kaslo, 
and renew the agreement to allow the 
Fortis lineman to repair BC Hydro power 
lines in the Lardeau Valley. This was the 
arrangement up until 2013, when the 

lineman in Kaslo retired.
In an informal email exchange 

between Area D Director Aimee Watson 
and Blair Weston from FortisBC, Weston 
says he would want a request from BC 
Hydro before moving on this. “There 
is no sense for FortisBC to do any 
feasibility work without buy-in from 
BC Hydro to start, as there is not enough 
work in the Village to keep an FTE (full-
time equivalent) busy…” he said.
Bear Smart

The Kaslo Bear Smart Working 
Group is working towards making Kaslo 
a provincially designated Bear Smart 
Community. The group asked council for 
a $2,450 grant to pay for a Bear Hazard 
Assessment, one of the requirements 
of the program. The request will be 
considered at council’s April budget 
meeting.

“The Kaslo Bear Smart Working 
Group recognizes the work that has been 
underway by the Village in addressing 
human-bear encounters through the 
Animal Attractant Bylaw 1155 and the 

support of WildSafeBC,” the working 
group wrote to council. “The undertaking 
of a Bear Hazard Assessment would add 
to the good work already underway and 
bring Kaslo closer to becoming a Bear 
Smart Community.”
Procedure bylaw moves 
forward 

Updates to a bylaw ‘to regulate 
the meetings and conduct of council’ 
was given first approval by municipal 
politicians.

The Procedures Bylaw, as it 
is known, is an important piece of 
housekeeping legislation that keeps the 
work of council proceeding smoothly. 
It’s regularly updated to reflect changing 
needs.

Among the changes included in this 
update are:

- a Code of Conduct for council 
members. That issue was raised last 
year when a councillor was criticized 
for his correspondence with a member 
of the public;

- to allow and set the rules for council 

to appoint a youth member to the body;
- changing delegation rules to limit 

or extend times and handling business 
arising from them;

- handling late items.
The first reading of the bylaw was 

passed. A notice will now be sent out 
to the public to allow for input from the 
community before council considers 
further readings and adoption.

• A letter will be written to Dr. Fen 
Smit, thanking him for his service to 
the community and for his participation 
on the Kaslo and Area D Health Select 
Committee.

• Council approved a $4,000 
grant from the RDCK Community 
Development Fund to go towards Thrift 
Store improvements. The hospital 
auxiliary has been upgrading the building 
over the past year, while it has been 
closed to the public during the pandemic. 
Improvements include a bathroom 
addition, new doors and windows, new 
heating system, LED lighting and an 
upgraded concrete floor.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Kaslo area farmer has been given 
permission to plant mushrooms along a 
local trail as an unusual experiment in 
community gardening.

Robin Mercy was given the okay 
to “inoculate” (as planting mushrooms 
is called) logs along Kaslo’s Wardner 
Trail by council last month. He says the 
pilot project is a test of principles of both 
forestry and farming.

“I spent over a decade in forestry, 
and through that experience I have 
been dying to bring my career paths 
a little more together,” he says. “I’ve 
been thinking of multi-use forests in 
general, and ways we can take the idea 
of alternative revenue streams in the 
forestry industry, instead of just moving 
raw logs to market.

“The idea is take some wood that’s 
low-value or hard-to-access. Maybe we 
can fruit some mushrooms off it and get 
a food crop as well, if it’s not going to be 
used for anything else.”

Mercy, who has operated Mr. 
Mercy’s Mushrooms in the North 
Kootenay Lake region for the last five 
years, wants to use a section of the Kaslo 
Community Forest that the Wardner 
hiking trail runs through as a test project. 
He’ll inoculate several fallen Douglas 
fir trees that were selectively cut over 
the winter to address fir beetle damage.

Mercy plans to inject some of these 
freshly fallen stumps with fungus from 
the edible Phoenix Oyster, Pleurotus 
pulmonarius. It is a reasonably common 
mushroom with no look-alike poisonous 
dopplegangers, he says.

“We’re trying to see if we can 

Kaslo’s Mushroom Man pitches pilot project to council
grow mushrooms in a very low-tech, 
outdoor environment, and measure a 
few different outcomes,” Mercy told the 
Valley Voice. “These are all mushrooms 
you can find growing just sprouting from 
logs in a natural environment.”

He’ll then compare the crop he gets 
with a control area, to assess the potential 
for “significant production of an edible 
mushroom on waste wood, without 
regular watering or other maintenance.” 
He’ll also see if the mushrooms help 
speed up decomposition and soil 
improvement in the test area.

Mercer is working with Selkirk 
College’s Environmental Technology 
branch in setting up the experimental 
‘farm.’ Depending on the timing, college 
students may be available to help 
inoculate the stumps and logs. Mercer 
will supply the spawn (think mushroom 
“seeds”) for the starters.

“I believe that projects like this could 
be valuable in starting to develop plans 
for mixed-use forestry operations, and 
could also address food security issues 
in the longer term,” he wrote to council. 
“It could also be a good opportunity for 
Village residents and tourists alike to 
observe a unique food-growing process 
trail-side on a popular hike.”

But at the beginning, it will be rather 
small scale, and not a free-standing wild 
mushroom store on the edge of town.

“I don’t want to get ahead of myself. 
It’s going to be pretty limited. We’re 
probably thinking of doing a dozen 
stumps or so, so I’m not expecting a huge 
yield,” he says. “It’s mostly for research 
purposes, seeing how this works… 

“Although they take a while to get 
going, potentially they can perennialize, 

and come back year to year, until the 
nutrients in the wood are used up and 
it’s beginning to rot,” he says. 

Mercy noted that his business will 
not benefit monetarily from this project 
or have any claim over any mushrooms 
produced as part of this trial.

“For me it would just be some 
interesting research to conduct close to 
home and would give me experience to 

potentially pitch projects like this again 
in the future on a larger scale,” he said.

Council gave the go-ahead for the 
project to proceed. They also asked staff 
to ask Mercy to install signage along the 
pilot project route to explain to hikers 
what is going on at the site.

If you want to find out more 
about Mercy’s company, visi t 
mrmercysmushrooms.com.

submitted
There’s a line from the 1967 classic, 

Cool Hand Luke, that nicely sums up the 
situation for many of us living in rural 
BC – “What we’ve got here is a failure 
to communicate.”

To be clear, media like Kootenay 
Co-op Radio and the Valley Voice do 
an incredible job of covering the big 
stories in our ruggedly mountainous 
corner of the planet. It’s the day-to-day 
communications piece that’s missing for 
most of us.

Outside of gossip in a coffee shop, 
chatting with friends and neighbours 
(both these made problematical, thanks 
to the pandemic), or reading the posters 
in shop windows and tacked to telephone 
poles, we’re left with that Tower of 
Babel known as Facebook to keep one 
another up to speed on what’s happening 
right now.

And even then, there’s no real 
opportunity for dialogue, for lively, 
informed, back and forth, for discussions 
that happen in real, or close to real-time.

Enter a new pilot project called the 
BC Rural Health Hub.

So what is the Hub? It includes 
a public-facing website (www.
bcruralhealthhub.ca), where you’ll find 
articles, videos, podcasts, links, and reports 
on topics related to health and wellness.

The bonus feature? Something 
called PlaceSpeak. You can register right 
on the website (you just need an email 
and a physical address), which allows 
you to participate in discussions on topics 
that matter to folks who live in the Kaslo/
North Kootenay Lake region, one of two 
rural BC regions picked to pilot the Hub.

Check out BC Rural Health Hub 
website and discussion forum

How is the Hub different than 
Facebook?

First, it’s local. It’s locally controlled, 
run by a committee of Kaslo and Area 
D residents. 

Second, if you decide to register, 
the Hub can confirm that you live in the 
area. Depending on the topic, there may 
be times when we only want to hear 
from local or regional residents – no 
problem. Outsiders won’t have access 
to those discussions. This will allow us 
to get an accurate sense of what we, our 
families, friends, and neighbours think 
about things that really matter.

Third, the PlaceSpeak zone of the 
BC Rural Health Hub is dedicated to civil 
discourse. No insults or bullying allowed. 
It’s also rigorously privacy-protected. We 
want everyone to feel safe when they 
share their ideas, concerns, hopes, and 
perspectives.

If enough folks register and make 
their voices heard, the Hub can become 
Kaslo/North Kootenay Lake’s go-to 
communications platform. A place we 
can regularly turn to share our views on 
things that are important to us – and when 
(or if) we want, with the outside world.

When the Hub pilot ends this 
summer, if it seems a success, there’s 
hope that other rural and First Nations 
communities will be able to give it a go. 
Perhaps a Basin network of community-
controlled Hubs is in the offing?

Stay tuned for more information. 
In the meantime, thanks to the Rural 
Coordination Centre of BC, the BC 
Academic Health Sciences Network, 
and the BC Rural Centre for making this 
pilot possible.
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WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! 
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais 
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-551-
8505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.

VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT and 
Golf is looking for clubhouse employees. 
Full- and part-time April-October. Must be 
willing to work some weekends. Must have 
FoodSafe and Serving it Right) certificates. 
Duties include cooking, cleaning, counter 
customer service for food and golf. Cooking 
experience and knowledge of golf an asset. 
Shifts do not match up with bus service. 
Send resume with references to: info@
golfvalleyview.ca.

coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

RECYCLING

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199 MUSIC LESSONS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE
Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

FOOD SAVERS

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

For more than 70 years, 
Tupperware’s thoughtfully 

designed, made-to-last products 
have been helping people  find 

solutions for their everyday needs!
Contact Susan Wilson

Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751

www.susanwilson.my.tupperware.ca
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

“Experience that Moves”

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca

250-365-9640
Proud to serve the 

Slocan 
Valley!

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

HEALTH

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY 
to live your dream and own your own 
business. Become the proud owner of the 
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the 
main street of New Denver. The newspaper 
business can provide a modest living for you 
and your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community 
Futures to learn about the free Business 
Plan workshop open to anyone! And if 
you’re eligible, you may also qualify for 
the Self-Employment program where you 
will receive ongoing business training and 
coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 

call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self-Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE LUCERNE GRAD CLASS would 
like to thank everyone for making our 
fundraising raffle such a great success. 
Thank you to Silverton Building Supplies, 
New Market Foods, AFD Gas and the 
grad families for selling tickets and a huge 
thank you to all of you who bought them. 
A gigantic thank you to Iron Peak Logging 
for donating two pickup loads of firewood 
and all the businesses and artists who 
donated items for the beautiful gift baskets 
(thank you Kay Lindstein for the baskets 
themselves). In no particular order we 
would like to thank an anonymous donor, 
Morgen Bardati, Nuru, Peak Ascent, Silver 
Sage Flora, Sanderella, Yama Massage, 
Reitmeier Transport, Rutabaga’s Whole 

CARD OF THANKS

Foods, Shanna’s Block Print Cards, Slocan 
Lake Golf Course, Sew Much More, AFD 
Gas, SLK Truffle Chocolates, Valhalla 
Inn, New Market Foods, Raven’s Nest, 
Valhalla Meadow Farm, SBS, Magnificent 
Mouse, Reitmeier Logging, New Denver 
Community Pharmacy, Deb Hicks 
Photography, Camp Café, Big Dog Music, 
Kootenay Kustoms, Rad Inc, and the Valley 
Voice. As always, a big thank you to Chiyoko 
and Richelle for all that you do. The support 
of this generous community is truly amazing 
and very much appreciated. Thank you all!

ATTENTION ALL WALKERS and 
hikers. Get your footwear ready for another 
Hike for Hospice event Sunday, May 9. Lots 
of events along the way to entertain you. 
More information to follow.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
Society Annual General Meeting. Wednesday, 
April 28 at 7 pm via Zoom. Email info@
slocanlibrary.ca for the Zoom link.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 

HOME CARE WORKER - 67-year-old 
man from New Denver area looking for 
home care, part time. 250-358-2756.
HOME CARE WORKER - 67-year-old 
woman from Kaslo area looking for home 
care, part-time. 250-358-2756.
ABBEY MANOR is an ‘Independent 
Living’ ‘Seniors Residence’ located in 
Kaslo. The Abbey Manor Board would 
like to hire a person to fill the part-time 
position of Office Manager. The proposed 
hours for this position are from four to six 
hours per week. The salary will be $28/
hr. The following qualifications would 
be advantageous: experience handling 
cheques, bills, and invoices; co-ordinating 
with the Provincial Government Office; 
computer and office skills; the ability to 
work under the auspices of a Volunteer 
Advisory Board. More specific details are 
available at 250-353-2159. Resumes should 
be sent to Abbey Manor, Box 1005, Kaslo, 
BC. V0G 1M0 c/o Mr. Stafford Brandrick.

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Current Hours:
Wednesday – Saturday 

11 am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday – 

Tuesday
Main Street, New Denver 

250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

West Kootenay 
Appliance Repair

Steve – 250-505-0644 
westkootenayappliancerepair@gmail.com

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

LOST

NOTICES

SERVICES

PETS

WANTED

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

ACCOUNTING 
FOR YOU 

Need to manage your GST, PST, 
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage 
Deduction remittances? 

We provide timely processing 
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and 
Financial Statements 

Sharie Merrifield 
25 years experience 
Email: sha01@telus.net 
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’) 
Tel: (250) 358 - 6806

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

TEACHING POSITION: The Whole 
School, a K to Gr. 7 Independent School in 
Winlaw, BC, is hiring an elementary teacher 
for the 2021-22 school year. Current BCCT 
certification and a passion for alternative 
education required. Experience in multi-
aged classrooms and outdoor education are 
assets. Looking for an independent, creative, 
collaborative individual with strong team 
teaching and communication skills. For 
further information contact Principal Rose 
Hodwitz at wholeschoolrose@gmail.com. 
Resumes and teaching certificates can 
be emailed to wholeschool@gmail.com. 
Closing date Friday, April 23 by 3 pm.

HEARING AID lost between Nakusp, 
New Denver and Slocan. Reward. 250-
355-2252.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-
551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New 

HELP WANTED Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for all the things taken from the 
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures 
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign 
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air 
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow 
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass, 

and numerous other things. Please return, 
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for people who have witnessed: 
heavy machinery driving on our septic 
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our 
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel 
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
THANK YOU so far for all the emails and 
coming forward with so much information 
for the Silverton Lakeshore Inn. PS: New 
name coming - the BIGFOOT Inn.
TO UNDERSTAND what is going on, 
you need to understand doublespeak: 
Cases = Positive tests; Asymptomatic 
= Healthy; Overwhelmed = Unstaffed; 
Social distancing = No collaborating; 
Misinformation = Alternative opinion; 
Pandemic denier = Critical thinker.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

T H E  K A S L O  O U T D O O R 
RECREATION and Trails Society is 
soliciting qualified, professional mountain 

bike trail-building contractors to submit 
a proposal for a multi-year construction 
project. Those interested should contact us 
via email: bikekaslo@gmail.com or visit 
www.kaslomountainbikeclub.com for more 
information.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
NORTH LAKES ARBORIST/Tree 
Service/Kaslo to Nakusp - Professional 
Certified faller, ITA and ISA Arborist, 
Dangerous Tree Assessor. Specializing in 
technical tree removal, Tree care, storm 
relief, wood chipping, milling. WorkSafeBC, 
commercial liability insurance. Honest, fair 
price, free quote! northlakearborist.ca; 250-
551-2422; Caleb Hotte, owner/operator.
SATELLITE TV/INTERNET & OFF-
AIR - installation, service & repair: 
Xplornet, Shaw, Telus, Bell, Starlink, Aerial 
TV systems - home & business, audio/video, 
cell boosters, wi-fi networks & repeaters - 
TJF WORKS - James 250-505-8392.

THE TWO VALHALLA PARK Rangers 
are looking for a house to sit for June to 
September. Phone Bruce 250-231-8738.

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for 

details 
email: 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

CLASSIFIED ADS
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mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Store Hours 9am – 5pm 

Monday- Saturday.  
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –

muralsbytim@gmail.com

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

  River Bardati
  250-354-9535

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca 

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching 
• Water Lines • Land Improvement 

• Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

COMMUNITY

by Art Joyce
The national activist group ‘Hugs 

Over Masks’ rolled into Nelson on 
Saturday, April 3 on its second tour 
of BC.

About 100 people were present 
in Nelson City Hall square to hear 
presentations offered by ‘Hugs 
Over Masks’ founder Vladislav 
Sobolev, ‘We Are All Essential’ 
trainers Beatrice Weir and Marcella 
Desjarlais, Pastor Gord Harding, 
and retired physician Dr. Jane Grey. 
We Are All Essential is a national 
coalition of small business owners 
seeking to educate businesses as to 
their Charter rights and the mask 
exemptions issued by the BC Office 
of the Human Rights Commissioner. 

Nelson City Police provided 
non-intrusive support along with fire 
and ambulance services, but RCMP 
officers swept in as the last rally 
participants were leaving and fined 
three people, issuing $2,300 tickets 
to each.

Sobolev and other speakers 
repeatedly emphasized the need for 
compassion when speaking to others. 

Nelson Hugs Over Masks rally urges compassionate action
“Business owners cannot be fined 
for allowing customers to enter their 
businesses without masks. They are 
already suffering the loss of their 
businesses so they need to know this. 
Don’t be hard on staff asking you 
about your mask. They’re just doing 
their jobs.”

Pas to r  Gord  Hard ing  o f 
Celebrations Church in Trail led 
the crowd in a recital of the Lord’s 
Prayer, which he said Facebook 
“hates and tries to take down.” 
Harding has come under fire for 
keeping his church open and was 
fined $2,300 for doing so. “I’m so 
proud to be here and so proud of 
all of you for taking a stand for our 
freedoms. We got a $2,300 fine, and 
I don’t regret that fine at all. We 
needed to stand up and make a stand 
for righteousness.”

Dr. Jane Grey said she has been 
shocked by the unprecedented level 
of censorship taking place in the 
medical profession, something she 
hadn’t seen in 40 years of practice. 
She said that adoption of the PCR 
test as the “gold standard” for 

COVID testing was never peer-
reviewed. She condemned the fear 
being promoted by the media about 
viruses and infection. “We were 
made from viruses through a series 
of evolutionary events.” She is 
equally appalled, she said, about the 
media hysteria regarding COVID 
“variants.” “It’s natural for viruses to 
mutate,” she said. Dr. Grey said there 

are many inexpensive, inefficient 
means of prevention, including 
high daily intake of vitamin C and 
vitamin D, which can be safely taken 
up to 10,000 I.U. daily. She said 
maintaining a healthy lifestyle with 
exercise and healthy food is the best 
prevention.

Beatrice Weir moved to Canada 
24 years ago from Communist 

Romania and is now a Canadian 
citizen. “I came here expecting 
freedom because in my country we 
had none. In Romania, when the 
Communists took over, the first thing 
they did was to close the churches. 
The second thing they did was to close 
and take over all small businesses.” 
She said her family was warmly 
welcomed to Vernon, where she owns 
a restaurant. Like many restaurant 
owners, she was incensed that Bonnie 
Henry shut down restaurants on the 
Easter weekend with only 12 hours 
notice. “Remember: the government 
is our servant, not our master.”

About 100 people attended a “Hugs Over Masks” rally in Nelson, April 3.

PH
O

TO
 C

R
ED

IT
: A

R
T 

JO
YC

E



The Valley Voice   April 8, 2021   22 COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
The BC government is investing over 

$5 million to help Community Forest 
Agreement holders complete wildfire 
risk reduction projects throughout the 
province, and all three community forests 
in our coverage area are included.

The Nakusp and Area Community 
Forest (NACFOR) will receive $25,000 
for prescription development of about 
185.7 hectares; SIFCo (Slocan Integral 
Forestry Co-op) will receive $148,500 
for one prescription development project, 
two operational treatments and one 
prescribed fire project (about 193.2 
hectares); and the Kaslo and District 
Community Forest Society will receive 
$260,505 for a combination of three 
prescription development projects, with 
one of those projects also incorporating 
an operational treatment (about 145 
hectares).

“We are excited that we have 
funding to go ahead with this work!” 
said Kaslo and District Community 
Forest Co-manager Sabrina Mutterer. 

Local community forests receive funds for wildfire risk reduction
“Community forests are key stewards 
in the management of Crown forest land 
near communities and play a strong role 
in community wildfire education and 
implementation of fuel management 
projects.”

Most of the new funding allocated 
to KDCFS will go towards creating a 
wildfire resistant zone around the Bucky 
recreational hut in the Kaslo Interpretive 
Forest, a recreation tenure within the 
community forest on the southwest 
flank of Mt. Buchanan, Mutterer reports. 
“This labour-intensive juvenile spacing/
pile and burn hand treatment also 
meets the Province’s goal to generate 
employment as part of COVID-19 
economic recovery,” she said. “We’re 
now working on a skills training and 
local forest crew employment strategy.”

Mutterer says the wildfire risk 

reduction project near the hut will be 
completed by winter 2021.

KDCFS will also use the new funds 
to start reconnaissance, layout and 
prescriptions in the Lost Ledge, Lardeau 
and Cooper Face areas at the north end of 
Kootenay Lake, as well as in the Kaslo 
reservoir area.

The BC Community Forest 
Association will distribute more than 
$5 million to 15 holders of community 
forest agreements around BC to fund 
44 Crown land wildfire risk reduction 
projects. This funding stream is part of 
the Community Resiliency Investment 
program administered by the BC 
Wildfire Service. It supports wildfire 
risk reduction treatments on provincial 
Crown land near communities, around 
critical infrastructure and in areas facing 
a higher wildfire risk.

submitted
High school seniors are preparing 

post-secondary applications this spring, 
despite uncertainty regarding whether 
colleges and universities will offer in-
person instruction next fall. However, 
one thing is for certain – there will be 
guaranteed new scholarship opportunities 
of up to $5,000 for students interested in 
pursuing a career in the digital media arts.

Mt.  Sentinel  Secondary is 
strengthening its ties with the creative 
industry and post-secondary programs 
in the province to further prepare their 
Academy PM (Performance and Media) 
students for success. Vancouver Film 
School (VFS) is now offering tuition 
scholarships for Mt. Sentinel Academy 
PM, Technology and Media Arts 
students that enrol in their programs. 
Students registering for fall 2021 will 
automatically be offered this financial 
opportunity, for amounts of up to $5,000.

This is a pilot project, initiated 
by teacher Danny Leeming, who has 
been bringing students to tour the VFS 
facilities for the last several years as part 
of the Academy PM program. While 
the opportunity to visit the school in 

Mt. Sentinel PM Academy students 
now eligible for more scholarships

person has not been possible due to the 
pandemic, the partnership remains in 
place. “Our goal is one and the same as 
VFS,” explains Leeming, “We want to 
prepare our students for entry into the 
industry, and VFS programs are set up 
to provide a quick launch pad for them.”

Anthony Grieco, head of curriculum 
and program development at VFS 
affirms the benefits of the partnership. 
“When we see students coming from 
high schools with advanced, applied 
media programs and getting a head start 
in production, storytelling and software 
skills, they really thrive in our programs, 
ultimately benefitting their projects, 
graduating portfolios and overall student 
experience at VFS.”

The Vancouver Film School is a 
post-secondary private entertainment 
arts school located in Vancouver that 
offers 15 different media arts and creative 
technology programs, positioning 
their graduates to successfully begin a 
rewarding career in acting, animation, 
film, game, digital design and more.

The Academy PM runs February 
through June. Apply directly at http://
bit.ly/academypmapp



April 8, 2021   The Valley Voice  23SPONSORED PAGE



The Valley Voice   April 8, 2021   24 COMMUNITY

Wide Spot: 
Proximity 
incontinence
submitted by Therese DesCamp

I remember walking home from 
school through the autumn leaves and 
sunshine, hurrying a little. Six years old, 
I had a full bladder and eight blocks to 
cover. Things were fine until I reached 
the notoriously-hard-to-open back door. 

I yanked; it stayed shut. After a few more 
fruitless tugs, there on the concrete steps, 
urgency overtook me.

It may have been the last time I wet 
my pants, but it’s still distressingly vivid.

So vivid that a friend once named 
it for me: proximity incontinence. The 
closer the proximity of relief, the harder 
it is to hold on. If you’re a marathon 
runner, that last mile is excruciating. If 
you’re birthing a child, those contractions 
before pushing are unbearable. If you’re 

climbing, it’s the last pitch that destroys 
you. If you’re writing, final revisions are 
damn near impossible. And if you’re a 
kid who needs to pee, the last ten steps 
are the very worst. 

There’s a reason why we give up 
before it’s all over: it’s agonizing to hold 
on when you’re almost there. We’re 
so focused on the future that we can’t 
remember to live in the present. It can 
be such a relief to give up. 
Sound familiar? 

Many of us are walking around with 
a bad case of proximity incontinence. 
Last week I accidentally hugged 
someone. (Please don’t tell Bonnie 
Henry, but it felt so good!) I’m finding 
it difficult to remember my mask. I’ve 
planned a fall vacation. 

And now we are locked down tight 

again to break the current surge and the 
spread of variants.

The opposite of proximity 
incontinence is impulse control: the 
ability to defer gratification, to live in the 
uncomfortable present moment. Another 
name for this is maturity, a character trait 
of which we are in desperate collective 
need. But oh, it’s hard to find right now. 

The Jungian psychotherapist 
Helen Luke wrote a brilliant essay 
entitled ‘Suffering.’ Luke distinguishes 
between neurotic depression – the 
suffering we cause ourselves – and 
real suffering, which she refers to as a 
humble willingness to recognize, accept, 
and carry what’s ours to carry. At a 
practical level, she says that we start by 
acknowledging the heartbreak of our 
life’s realities. We may choose, after 

being present to this pain, to act in some 
way. But what comes first is the simple 
shouldering of sorrow. When we refuse 
to bear our own suffering, Luke says, we 
end up transmitting it to others. 

She goes on, “Every time a person 
exchanges neurotic depression for real 
suffering, he or she is sharing to some 
small degree in the carrying of the 
suffering of [humanity], in bearing a tiny 
part of the darkness of the world. Such 
a one is released from… small personal 
concern into a sense of meaning.”

The result? Joy. Not martyrdom 
or a self-important sense of nobility. 
Just bubbling-up joy, and presence, and 
meaning, and the knowledge that we’re 
carrying our part. 

The proximity of joy is even closer 
than the end of the pandemic.

submitted
The North Kootenay Lake 

community is incredibly fortunate to 

Grants available from CFNKLS 
have a fund of over $1 million that 
earns interest which is spent each year 
on community building projects. The 

Community Fund of North Kootenay 
Lake Society (CFNKLS) receives grant 
applications each spring (deadline for 
2021 is April 30) for a wide variety of 
local projects in the North Kootenay 
Lake area.

In recent years, CFNKLS has 
funded new fencing for the community 
garden, flooring and other upgrades for 
the Argenta Community Hall, a girls’ 
empowerment program, preservation 
work at the historic Fletcher Store in 
Ainsworth, concerts for the residents in 
the long-term care facility, an ecological 
awareness project for Jewett School, 
and much more. The list is impressive. 
It can be found, along with information 
about how to apply for a grant, at www.
nklcommunityfund.org.

An RCMP helicopter circling New 
Denver for several minutes around 2 pm 
on Easter Monday was quite a surprise 
on an otherwise quiet and peaceful day 
in town.

RCMP helicopter circles New Denver
Corporal Jaime Moffat reports 

that the helicopter was assisting in the 
search for the suspect in a stolen vehicle 
incident. She said a civilian saw a white 
Ford F150 in New Denver that had been 
stolen from a Nakusp business early 
Easter Monday morning. The suspect 
abandoned the vehicle and fled. He was 
wearing black coveralls, a brown hat 
and was bald.

Anyone who may have witnessed 
anything or who has any information on 
this incident is asked to call Slocan Lake 
RCMP in New Denver at 250-358-2222.
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