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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Nearly 500 residents of the West
Kootenay are a lot safer from the
COVID-19 virus after a community
vaccination clinic held in Fauquier last
week.
The two-day clinic, held at the
community hall, saw residents 18 and
older from Fauquier, Edgewood and
Burton and area getting the PfizerBioNTech vaccine.
Inside the busy hall six nurses
worked steadily at work stations, while
residents getting the vaccine whooped
with triumph and threw sociallydistanced high-fives to other locals in
the after-jab waiting area.
“We got our shots, yahoo!” said
Ian Golds. “Now that we’re finally
vaccinated, we’ll be able to see our kids
and grandkids, who we haven’t seen for
almost a year. We know we still have
to wear masks for the next couple of
weeks, but after that we should have a
little freedom here.”
For local Ken Rogers, getting the
shot was a long time coming.

“It’s awesome, I’m glad we’re getting
it done. The sooner we get rid of this
thing the better off we’re all going to
be. We can start travelling again, getting
back to normal,” he told the Valley Voice.
While the region hasn’t had many cases
of COVID to begin with, Rogers thinks
it will still help. “It’s going to make it
easier for everybody, a little safer. It will
make you feel a little less anxious around
other people.”
Many residents praised how easy and
efficient the process was.
“I really appreciate the opportunity
that they presented us here in the
community,” said Annette Huyter. “I think
it was well organized. It was incredibly
smooth coming in, very streamlined and
a very quick, simple process.”
Local Interior Health Public Health
Nurse Linda Nero, who was busy
preparing shots for the other staff to
administer, gave high praise to the
community volunteers for coming to
help out.
“We have some amazing volunteers
here – they are busy directing people,
cleaning surfaces, and we’re good!” she

said. “Everyone has pulled together. It’s
been an amazing turnout.
“It’s been very positive, a great
uptake of the product, and the sooner we
get people protected, the sooner we can go
back to some kind of normality, whatever
that may look like.”
It didn’t go completely smoothly,
however. Wi-Fi troubles on the first day
snarled computers, slowing the process
slightly. But with the help of Edgewood
resident Bill Dummett, who lent the hall
a Wi-Fi booster, the problem was cleared
up for the second day.
In total about 480 residents of the
southern Arrow Lakes communities
were vaccinated. As the province ramps
up its vaccination schedule, more
West Kootenay residents will get the
opportunity to get their shot.
In the North Slocan Valley, Mayor
Leonard Casley announced an all-ages
vaccine clinic would be held on April
19 and 20 at the Silverton Memorial
Hall for the area from Hills to Enterprise
Creek to Sandon. An all-ages clinic is also
scheduled for Slocan Park for April 23.
Interior Health was taking bookings for
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Smiles, whoops as Arrow Lakes residents get vaccine jab
that clinic earlier this week. Officials say
more all-ages clinics are in the works for
the Valley Voice readership area, though
details were not available at press time.
In other communities, the rollout of
vaccinations scheduled by age have also
begun. Residents of Nakusp, Kaslo and
New Denver over 70 are now booking
their appointments. Check the Interior
Health Facebook or webpage for more
information on when you can book.
Having now received their first shot,
residents of the Edgewood-Burton area

will have to return to the hall in four
months’ time for their booster. And people
who missed last week’s clinic should keep
an eye on local notice boards for word on
future opportunities.
In the meantime, many are just happy
for the level of protection they have now.
“I feel we are blessed to get the
shot,” said Tina Newell, relaxing in the
waiting area after getting her jab. “It’s
a more secure feeling, in helping us get
through this. This is the light at the end
of the tunnel.”

It was steady business at the COVID-19 vaccination clinic at Fauquier Community Hall last Thursday and
Friday. Here Wayne Cromwell gets the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine from Interior Health Nurse Jenneka Plug.

ATTENTION all Families living on Billings Rd., Brouse Loop Rd., Crescent Bay Rd., Hwy 6 between Brouse
Loop Rd and Box Lake, Kangaroo Trail, Bartley Rd., Beech Rd., Bird Rd., Foxglove Rd., Hwy 6 S near
Crescent Bay Rd., Waterfield Rd., Upper Brouse Loop Rd., and Neubrand Rd.
YOU have a voice and we want to hear from all 183 residents in our community. Protectors of Box Mountain
Watershed (PBMW) is about protecting our water source from this beautiful mountain. We are not opposed to
logging, we just don’t want our fragile watershed damaged.
During these COVID times we are doing regular Zoom meetings to decide on what needs to be done and to have
a forum for our voices to be heard. For information on joining our group contact us at: protectorbmw@icloud.com
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Motorized recreation banned at kp’itl’els (Brilliant Flats)

by Jan McMurray
The government has prohibited
motorized use and has blocked
motorized access at kp’itl’els (Brilliant
Flats), a popular recreation area with
cultural and historic significance for
the Sinixt and Doukhobor peoples.
The prohibition order comes in
response to growing concerns about
mud bogging at the site, and follows
the signing of an agreement between
the government and the Regional
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK)
to protect this important land reserve
from further environmental and
cultural degradation.

Marilyn James, matriarch of
the Autonomous Sinixt, says the
prohibition of motorized recreational
use at kp’itl’els “is welcome, but
long, long overdue.”
kp’itl’els is listed on the RDCK’s
Community Heritage Register, so it
has a ‘statement of significance’ that
describes the site’s history. Located
at the confluence of the Kootenay
and Columbia Rivers, this popular
recreation area is an ancient Sinixt
village and burial site. Between 1908
and 1913, the Doukhobors arrived
from Russia, drove out the last Sinixt
family living here (the Christian

family) and created their own utopian
community, which thrived until the
late 1930s/40s.
Rodney Cawston, chairman of
the Colville Confederated Tribes
of the Colville Reservation (CCT)
in Washington and the Sinixt
Confederacy in BC, states in a press
release: “Our Sinixt ancestors and
notably the Christian family suffered
the indignity of displacement by the
Doukhobors in the early 20th century,
and now further indignities are being
visited upon their burial sites in this
century. Can you imagine ‘mud
boggers’ in the cemetery where your
family is laid to rest? We hope all
British Columbians will join us in
calling for immediate action.”
People have been complaining
about mud bogging at the site for
years. In a March 2 email to Minister
Katrine Conroy and RDCK Director
Andy Davidoff, a Brilliant resident
urged them to shut down the site to
motorized vehicles. “We would like
this done as soon as possible, as it has
been getting very busy, motorbikes,
quads, already coming regularly,
expect squatters next, they moved in
last March and never left until late
November…”
The agreement between the
RDCK and the government says they
will work on both short-term and
long-term solutions for the kp’itl’els/
Brilliant Flats area.
“The restrictions for the
kp’itl’els/Brilliant Flats area align
with the partnership goals of the BC
government and the Regional District
of Central Kootenay to work together
to engage with the public and First
Nations, and to undertake a long-term
planning process for the protection,

stewardship and management of the
site,” a government press release
says.
An RDCK staff report explains
that Planning and Parks staff have
been meeting regularly with an
informal group, including provincial
staff, since early 2020, and the
agreement with the Province “seeks
to formalize these meetings.” The
signing of the agreement with the
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development and the Ministry
of Indigenous Relations and
Reconciliation was approved by the
RDCK board on February 18.
RDCK Chair Aimee Watson also
sent a letter to FLNRORD Minister
Katrine Conroy in February with a
request to install barriers to shut out
motorized vehicles at kp’itl’els. The
letter to Conroy says: “The RDCK
– in response to the overwhelming
interest from its residents – listed this
site on its newly created Community
Heritage Register in 2020. Its
prominence on this list arises from
an acknowledgement of the obvious
need to highlight the history of the
Sinixt people on these lands. Our
country sought to erase these people

from the land, but they are not gone,
and we need to restore space within
our current Canadian society for them
to thrive once again.”
Marilyn James echoes this
in a press release issued by the
Autonomous Sinixt. “Though
stopping motorized recreational
destruction of our heritage site is a
step in the right direction, it’s a tiny
step in the face of the heinous wrong
of the extinction declaration.”
The government press release
says the site may still be used for nonmotorized activities. Restrictions will
be enforced by the Province’s natural
resource officers, conservation
officers and the RCMP, who will
conduct regular patrols and educate
the public at access points into the
area. People who do not comply
with the restrictions may be issued a
violation ticket and be told to leave
the area.
The Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development implemented
the restrictions as of March 12 under
Section 58 of the Forest and Range
Practices Act, in partnership with the
BC Conservation Officer Service, the
RCMP and the RDCK.

Motorized use at kp’itl’els (Brilliant Flats) is now prohibited, as mud bogging and other activities
were creating environmental and cultural damage at this heritage site.

Burton Flats wetlands project resumes
submitted
Phase two of BC Hydro’s
wildlife enhancement project on
Burton Flats is set for this spring,
from March 29 to May 10.
The project goal is to protect
and enhance habitat for nesting
and migratory birds, western toad,
amphibians and other wildlife
affected by reservoir operations.
The overall project creates a
mix of shallow and deep wetland
habitat in the drawdown zone of
the Arrow Lakes Reservoir on the
Burton Flats. The total footprint of
the wildlife enhancement project

is 3.5 hectares. The full design
will create 1.1 hectares of wetland
area.
In phase two, construction of
the habitat mounds and ponds will
be completed.
The main design features
of the overall project include
primary shallow tiered wetlands;
a secondary shallow disconnected
wetland; habitat and planting
mounds constructed of excavated
material; a deep waterfowl pond;
and drainage channels to connect
the wetlands to the existing gravel
pond and the reservoir.
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NACFOR’s Box Mountain fuel treatment project in early planning stages
by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp and Area
Community Forest (NACFOR) is
planning a fuel treatment project in
the Box Mountain area, adjacent to
the residential areas of Brouse and
Crescent Bay. The project is part
of a larger wildfire risk reduction
program that includes several fuel
treatment units around the perimeter
of Nakusp. This Box Mountain unit
is known as Unit 6.
“The Box Mountain fuel
treatment project is in the early
stages and we are at the front end of
consultation specific to Unit 6,” says
NACFOR’s Frances Swan. “There
will be ongoing opportunities for
consultation as it moves forward.”
Although no official notification
of the project has been sent out yet,
Swan said NACFOR has been in
contact with representatives of the
Box Mountain Watershed Alliance
and several landowners in the vicinity
of Unit 6. She said approximately 25
landowners/residents live near the
proposed Unit 6 treatment area.
NACFOR will be contacting
residents who have water licenses
within and adjacent to proposed
treatment areas, as well as those
who could be affected by operations,
Swan said. Also, residents of the
Kangaroo Trail, Brouse Loop and
Billings Road area will be invited
to attend a field tour of the Unit
6 treatment area to discuss the
proposed plan. The format of the
tour will depend on the number of
attendees and best practices for group
meetings.
NACFOR has completed several
assessments, which have allowed
them to complete a proposed plan
(‘prescription’) for the project.
The final full assessment – a

hydrogeomorphic assessment – is
being done this spring.
Swan said water licencees and
landowners with wells within the
hydrological catchment areas of Unit
6 will be contacted in writing and by
phone during the hydrogeomorphic
assessment process.
“We have talked with several
residents in the vicinity of Unit 6 who
have shallow wells on their properties
and we know there are many others
with similar water systems. As part
of the hydrogeomorphic assessment,
the hydrologist will be contacting
land owners/residents within
water catchment areas to acquire
background information on flow
volume, timing of flow and any water
quality issues. This information
will be captured in the assessment
and NACFOR will incorporate
recommendations into the fuel
management prescription.”
Swan said two water intakes
have been identified in Unit 6, and
the prescription calls for a 50-metre
no harvest zone around each. She
said these two areas will be part of
the hydrogeomorphic assessment.
Access to the area will be via
a private lot off Kangaroo Trail.
The plan at this point is to build
approximately seven kilometres
of permanent and temporary road,
in phases, from the private lot
into the treatment area. About half
will be temporary road, so will
be rehabilitated once the work is
completed. The other half will
be permanent road, but will be
deactivated after logging, meaning
culverts will be removed and water
bars and cross-ditches will be
installed to minimize long-term
environmental risk. These permanent
roads will provide access to the area

in case of wildfire.
Swan says there have been
concerns expressed about hauling
on Kangaroo Trail. She says they
looked at other options “but access
via Kangaroo Trail is the best
option from a logistic, economic
and environmental standpoint,
and will minimize the overall
ground disturbance.” She says
NACFOR uses experienced and
safe contractors, some of whom live
in the same neighbourhood or close
by. She added that the noise bylaw
would be adhered to.
The entire Unit 6 treatment area
is about 164 hectares. NACFOR
says the project will result in the
removal of approximately 50% of
the trees in the area. Most of the
logging will be done with groundbased equipment (102.5 ha). The
steeper areas (12.3 ha) will be done
with cable equipment. About 49.6
hectares – along Box Lake and Box
Lake Access Trail – will be treated
by hand.
At this point, NACFOR is
thinking the job will be done in three
phases. Each phase will take two to
three seasons (late spring to fall), and
the phases will probably be separated
by years, depending on funding and
contractor capacity.
“The idea is that we do phase
one on the community forest lands
further away [from homes] and
fine tune the treatment first. We’re
dealing with natural variability so the
ability to do adaptive management is
critical to success,” said NACFOR
General Manager Hugh Watt.
Phase one will occur furthest
from homes, a bit south and east
of private land, in community
forest tenure. About 51 hectares
would be machine thinned and hand

submitted
Mark your calendars! Columbia
Basin Trust is partnering with Festival
Seekers to host the #BuyBasin
Festival on Facebook this spring,
featuring up to 100 businesses
across the Columbia Basin that will
showcase a diverse range of products
and services available locally.
“The #BuyBasin Festival is
a new initiative for the Trust that
will benefit both businesses and
consumers,” said Tim O’Doherty,
Director, Investments & Economic
Development at Columbia Basin
Trust. “This Festival will provide
businesses with one-on-one training
on promoting their business on
Facebook and introduce people
living in the Basin to the diverse
range of products and services
available locally.”
Last fall, the Trust supported the
communities of ?aq̓am/Cranbrook/
Kimberley with a similar initiative
(#LiveLocalYXC Festival) that
resulted in increased exposure and
sales for local businesses. The Trust
is now taking the initiative Basinwide.
“We saw a great increase in
our social media following and
inquiries to the business. Prior to the
festival, we would see maybe three

inquiries a week through Facebook
and immediately following the
event there were probably 100
inquiries in Facebook alone, and
new inquiries now coming in
daily,” said Kimberley’s Sinclair
Catering founder, Patrick Sinclair.
“For those considering joining the
#BuyBasin Festival, sign up today;
I am confident this experience will
be another success.”
Local entrepreneurs and
businesses will be going live on
Facebook during the #BuyBasin
Festival this spring with expert tips,
giveaways, demos, live music and
all kinds of behind-the-scenes fun.
This is your chance to virtually
explore businesses in communities
like Trail, Rossland, Golden,
Revelstoke, Valemount, Slocan,
Lower Columbia, Nelson, Castlegar,
Cranbrook, Kimberley, Elk Valley
and more.
Expect a new lineup of live
videos every Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday from March 23 to April
27. Tune in often! You can catch
all the live Facebook broadcasts on
the @BasinBusinessAdvisors or @
FestivalSeekers pages as well as the
Facebook event page.
Are you a local entrepreneur
or business in the Basin that is

interested in participating? Learn
more and apply online at ourtrust.
org/buybasin and be sure to join the
Facebook event here.
Columbia Basin Trust supports
the ideas and efforts of the people
in the Columbia Basin. To learn
more about the Trust’s programs and
initiatives, and how it helps deliver
social, economic and environmental
benefits to the Basin, visit ourtrust.
org.
FestivalSeekers is an online
magazine to festivals and yet-to-bediscovered experiences in Western
Canada. The multi-award-winning
media outlet has spent the past 10+
years generating content and using
social media marketing tactics to
bring together communities while
celebrating small business.

#BuyBasin Festival showcases local products/services

Support the Valley
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treated, with possibly some selective
harvesting of Douglas fir trees
affected by bark beetle. Swan says a
this may yield about 200 truckloads
of fibre, as a rough estimate.
Phase two is hand treatment,
primarily focused on reducing
ground fuels and small trees less
than 12.5 cm in diameter. Some
small mechanized equipment and
vehicles may be used to assist hand
treatments. This phase doesn’t yield
any fibre; as much of the small
material as possible will be utilized,
or hauled to the chipper yard in
Nakusp. “Whatever can be recovered
and used will be – to minimize piling
and burning,” Swan said.
Phase three will occur on
approximately 65 hectares in the
area closest to homes, in Interfor’s
licence area. This phase will use
machine thinning and hand treatment
similar to phase one and may yield
roughly 250 loads.
“We would complete phase one

and then might pause a year or so
before initiating phase three. Phase
two is light hand treatment only
without fibre recovery – so there is
no hauling involved. It might happen
concurrent with the other phases or
separated, depending on availability
of contractors, government funding
and other factors.”
Some information and a map is
available on the NACFOR website,
and Swan says they are currently
preparing an information document
to give “a clear understanding of
the entire project process.” This
document will be published on
the website and distributed to
stakeholders – including community
members and residents adjacent
to proposed treatment areas, water
licencees, forest licensees, other
tenure holders (mineral, trapper,
guiding, etc.), the Village of Nakusp,
RDCK, fire departments, BC Wildfire
Service, and provincial government
agencies.
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OPINION

Logging
watersheds

What an idea – fight fire by risk
reduction. What risk reduction means
is cutting down timber to reduce
risk of fire. This is what it means in
Nakusp. Our local community forest,
owned by the Village of Nakusp, is
set to harvest and “risk reduce” all
the Crown land bordering private
properties surrounding Nakusp.
Great. Now what about the private
property owners who were not part
of this plan? What about us? What
about the visual impacts? What
about water wells and residential
traffic? What about noise, dust,
pollution and fuel use? What about
rural rights being ignored? What
about abuses of power during this
pandemic? How could you make a
more divisive plan than this one?
This is not a good idea, and saying
we have to log in watersheds because
there is nowhere else to log explains
my points perfectly.
Craig Schroff
Nakusp

Reaping the
whirlwindeating dust

Congratulations to the predatory
capitalism government in office,
specifically those higher up, with,
theoretically, the mandate to look out
for the future, for continuing the war
on the forests, on the watersheds and
the creatures therein. In particular,
what a great way, through postal
stamps, to commemorate the caribou.
At least we will remember what
they look like. In the mad shuffle
for money and fun, our ignorance
cannot make place for their peaceful
existence. This government is the
last nail in the coffin for BC’s
biodiversity. They are masters of
paradox and ambiguity.
Angelica Herlihy
Grand Forks
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A COVID story

One year ago this month, my
brother was infected with the current
coronavirus, COVID-19. He was
65 at the time and in remarkably
good health with no underlying,
pre-existing conditions and able to
hike 20 miles. During the two-week
acute phase of the disease he became
sicker than he’s ever been. I recall
him telling me, “Don’t let anyone
tell you this is just the flu.”
When he was finally able to
get out of bed, he could barely
walk a city block. One year later,
he is one of millions of confirmed
‘long haulers’ with persistent and
debilitating symptoms – in his case
daily fevers, severe fatigue and
cognitive/neurological impairment.
Many other long haulers are
exhibiting symptoms that range
from cardiac arrhythmias and kidney
failure to respiratory and thyroid
problems. Medical science has yet
to understand this phenomenon but
one thing is certain; the strain of this
pandemic on the healthcare system
will be with us long after the mass
infections are gone.
My brother lives down in
Washington state. The doctors
there have advised him to get
vaccinated as they’re not certain
yet that recovered patients are
immune or, if so, for how long. This
advice has led to a new problem –
social and political, not medical. It
seems that there are random gangs
of Q inspired Trump supporters
roaming around parts of the country
blocking vaccination sites in order to
‘save’ people who don’t share their
beliefs from the ‘satanic’ vaccine.
One might think that they’d be
satisfied ‘saving’ themselves but,
like religious zealots everywhere,
they feel compelled to impose their
faith, by force if necessary, on the
rest of us.
Jim Herring
Nakusp

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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– KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –

Happy Hour is back! 3 PM–5 PM & 9 PM–10 PM. Drink and
appetizer specials.Open from 12PM Wed – Sun, CLOSED
Mon & Tues. WWW.KASLOHOTEL.COM 250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Open letter to
Expert sounds
Mayor of Nakusp the alarm
Over 20 years, we have been and
still are active members of Nakusp about risks of
society – choir, music, gym, paddle, mass COVID
theatre, library, etc. and we have been
vaccination
regular guests at the hot springs.
The day when the new sign was
installed at Hwy 23 inviting visitors to
the Nakusp Hot Springs, we went all
the way up and the employee did not
allow us to enter because we are from
Fauquier! Nobody was in the pool!
We have bought a prepaid card
for the hot springs all these years.
Fauquier belongs to the same health
area. Is there an explanation for
expelling visitors living ‘down the
lake’? We have been supporting the
village of Nakusp all these years
and we are living by the pandemic
protocol. What is the reason that
some people out of Nakusp are still
enjoying the hot springs? The sign on
Hwy 23 does not read that the Nakusp
Hot Springs is only open for Nakusp
residents.
It is a good example of bureaucracy,
when rules lack common sense.
Karl-Heinz and Sabine Mocikat
Fauquier

Dr. Geert Vanden Bossche is an
internationally recognized vaccine
developer with a very impressive work
history in the field. In a recent video,
he warns that humanity is facing “a
global catastrophe without equal”
because of the mass administration
of what he considers to be the
WRONG vaccines. In an open letter
and other documents published on
March 6, Dr. Vanden Bossche sounds
the alarm about the risks of mass
vaccination for COVID-19, as currently
implemented in many countries. “This
type of prophylactic vaccines are
completely inappropriate, and even
highly dangerous, when used in mass
vaccination campaigns during a viral
pandemic” says Dr. Vanden Bossche.
“Vaccine deployment in the
ongoing mass immunization campaigns
are highly likely to further enhance
(adaptive) immune escape as none
of the current vaccines will prevent
replication/ transmission of viral
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variants. The more we use these
vaccines for immunizing people in
the midst of a pandemic, the more
infectious the virus will become.”
In his slides and text, Dr. Vanden
Bossche predicts that large-scale
vaccination campaigns combined
with the sustained implementation of
several containment measures will
“expedite the occurrence of viral escape
mutations,” and says they “should once
and for all be thrown overboard.”
In this sobering warning he writes,
“The more we use these vaccines for
immunizing people in the midst of
a pandemic, the more infectious the
virus will become. With increasing
infectiousness comes an increased
likelihood of viral resistance to the
vaccines. It’s not exactly rocket
science, it’s a basic principle taught in
a student’s first vaccinology class: One
shouldn’t use a prophylactic vaccine in
populations exposed to high infectious
pressure (which is now certainly the
case as multiple highly infectious
variants are currently circulating in
many parts of the world).”
Dr. Vanden Bossche warns that,
“The combination of mass vaccination
and infection prevention measures is
a recipe for a global health disaster.”
So in other words, it’s possible,
if we’re to trust Vanden Bossche’s
information, that they’ve opened the
Pandora’s Box. In fact, vaccinated
populations that act under the
assumption that they are immune and
therefore cannot spread the virus may
prove to be the next super-spreaders....
or is there something else going on
here?
His video interview: https://tinyurl.
com/snpsktk8 His slides and text:
https://tinyurl.com/h4dc7xje
Susan Yurychuk
Kaslo
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Zincton project
– response
to VWS
advertisement,
March 11 issue

In any land use proposition,
competing interests angle to support
their position. The allocation of
BC Crown lands is handled by the
Mountain Resorts Branch. The
branch evaluates the current use
against the proposed use and the
potential alternatives to the proposed
tenure, including taking into account
First Nations and Métis concerns,
and local social and economic
considerations. This evaluation
is a fact-based, scientific process
drawing on verifiable data points.
The tenure is only granted with
due consideration of the research/
benefits and carries strict guidelines
the operator must abide by in the
future. Future changes to the initial
tenure agreement cannot be made
without another review and public
comment process.
Mountain Resorts Branch is
satisfied the proposed Zincton project
met all of the preliminary approval
criteria and has offered Zincton the
opportunity to proceed to the Formal
Proposal stage of the All Season
Resort Policy. The current proposal
includes substantial changes made in
response to the first round of public
comments and meetings. Zincton’s
Formal Proposal, including our
environmental study, will be released
within 10 days.
The Zincton proposal combines
continued no-cost access from
the lakes for local skier/hikers,
a dedicated wildlife corridor to
restore habitat and protect genetic
diversity, and largely eliminates
current intensive carbon/fossil fuel
mechanized use within the tenure
area. Perhaps most importantly,
the tenure proposal includes
evaluating the toxic remains in the
historic Retallack Mining District,
determining a remediation plan and
executing this plan with funds from
the ski operation’s ‘1% for the Planet’
(conservatively estimated at $9
million over 50 years). The current
mining contamination in Retallack
creates dangerous and unhealthy
downstream effects in the Retallack
townsite and eastward to Kaslo.
This tenure must always remain
Crown land subject to First Nations
and Métis input and consultation,
not to be subdivided or sold at any
time. Development within the tenure
will be limited to two or three ski
lifts servicing less than 20% of the
area (in the southwest corner), a
backcountry lodge midway along
London Ridge, and ‘emergency
huts’ to deal with the inevitable
emergencies. The balance of the
land, 80%, will be left as wildlife
habitat and for local residents. The
land will remain open to the public,

as it is now.
If the Mountain Resort Branch
grants the tenure, there will be an
immediate large reduction in the
area’s carbon footprint from the
elimination of intensive carbon/
fossil fuel mechanized use. We will
also begin to develop a remediation
plan for the historic Retallack Mining
District. This study will develop
ways to best preserve, restore and
regenerate the wildlife habitat within
the tenure.
There will be substantial,
predictable, long-term benefits for
the residents of Kaslo, Goat Pass
and New Denver in the remediation
of the Retallack Mining District
without cost to the community. The
most important and lasting longterm effect of the tenure will be
the continuation of locals’ access
in a manner that is predictable and
preserves the habitat for both skiers/
hikers and the wildlife. Winter access
from the lakes will remain no charge.
I am a long-time resident of
New Denver and believe the Zincton
project will benefit the New Denver
and Kaslo regions – environmentally,
culturally, economically and socially
– in the coming years. In deciding
on which side of the fence you
stand, please read our proposal
carefully and do the same with
any opposing views. How does the
opposition propose to mitigate and
pay for the Retallack Mining District
contaminated areas? How does the
opposition propose to eliminate the
current intensive carbon/fossil fuel
use? How will the opposition ensure
this land remains open for both the
wildlife and locals? How will they
mitigate human-wildlife conflicts?
How will they fund their proposals?
Thank you for your interest in
the Zincton proposal. If you have any
questions, feel free to reach out. I will
be happy to have a coffee and explain
in greater detail our proposal and
answer any questions you may have.
Please add your voice of support
to the Zincton project by writing a
letter or email to your MLA.
David Harley
New Denver

And now for
something
completely
similar

Variants (like B117), are more
transmissible and more deadly. Lockdown
measures are being lifted and “experts” say
we’re playing chicken with coronavirus.
A third wave is being predicted. Do you
recall how much emphasis was placed on
‘flattening the curve’? And now a third
one. The COVID ‘treatment’ on the table
touches on self-fulfilling prophecy – it was
predicted in May ’20 it would have to be
taken yearly (webmd.com).
Somehow we’re asked to believe
this experimental treatment (inaccurately
depicted as a ‘vaccine’), will also protect
from variants despite the lack of testing. In
truth, “…clinical trials only started in the

summer of 2020, it’s not yet clear if these
vaccines will have long-term side effects.”
(mayoclinic.org)
Best of the lot… masks.
March 2020, Surgeon General Jerome
Adams advocated not buying or wearing
masks. “It actually does not help. It’s not
been proven to be effective in preventing
[the] spread of coronavirus amongst the
general public.” (Fox news video.) Fauci
stated (video Oct. ’20): “There is no reason
to be walking around with a mask.” But
now: “two masks are better than one.”
(CTV news, Feb. ’21) That’s right, CDC
approved. Even Fauci stated this and then
walked back his comments a week later
stating there’s no evidence.
Pretty much caught up now. Again, to
advance what is constructive, I make an
appeal to not get caught in divisiveness. Is
there any good that comes from grouping
people in categories? Like ‘sheeple’ –
people who don’t think or question but
simply go along with what the herd is
doing, the common narrative. It doesn’t
help to belittle, shame, ridicule, or dismiss
anyone. Quite possibly we know someone
like this and can see their decision rooted
in the context of their lives and the world
they were brought up in.
People who question and are open
to examining what is happening aren’t
necessarily advancing a conspiracy. And
don’t rule out actual agenda-based, profitmotivated actions and rule of governance.
Is it possible our governments are
making choices and acting out alongside
corporations (disaster capitalism)?
Pretty tiresome when anyone
questioning what is happening gets
lumped into one group: conspiracy
thinkers. And many times linked to Flat
Earth ‘thinkers.’ Flat Earthers lean toward
throwing out empirical evidence in favour
of relying solely on one’s own authority.
A tragic result of an inherently flawed/
corrupt system where we have had, again
and again, so-called-science promoting
unhealthy practices and substances (DDT,
asbestos, cigarettes, even climate change
studies in the ’80s funded by oil and gas
industry), with an agenda for profit.
Not that science can’t rise above it.
But we have to acknowledge science
sans conscience. It has been and can be
influenced and manipulated. There must
be balance to arrive at semblances of truth.
Can we sort through empirical data, rely
less on mainstream media, bring about a
greater spectrum of understanding; move
toward heart-based knowledge? Here’s
hoping people do NOT wear a mask for
every curve.
T Orlando
Winlaw
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continue the dam project seemed
entirely political – he wanted the
Liberal party tacitly on his side,
which he got. When he called the
election last fall, the turnout was
unusually low, indicating that Liberal
voters stayed home. So now he
feels he has a mandate to continue
this enormously expensive and
unnecessary project.
But as a progressive voter,
what I see, other than the shocking
foolishness of this project, is the
convergence of the NDP and the
Liberal (BC) parties. What that
means on the ground is less money
for social services, continuing to
ignore the slaughter of thousands
of people poisoned by dangerous
opiates, continuing the broken
forestry system set up by the Liberals,
and ignoring and disrespecting First
Nations in every way possible.
The worst abuse is the ongoing
concentration of BC taxpayers’
money in the hands of just a few.
If a private citizen was doing this,
it would be called a criminal scam.
But governments can tell blatant
lies about their actions and carry
on without consequence. The
government passed UNDRIP (the
UN Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples) unanimously
but have not acted on it, even a little.
It was a bit of grandstanding for the
world, I imagine, but government’s
actions towards the Indian was the
same as always: take their land, take
their livelihood and kick them out
of the way.
So this money – money that
could be used to help deal with many
pressing issues around the province,
not the least of which being safe
water and child poverty – is being
given to the gas industry ($800
million/year) and spent on Site C
($3 million/day). It’s being given to
business in the form of sweetheart
tax breaks. An example of that would
be Jim Pattison, who owns grocery
chains among other things. His
wealth increased from $5.7 billion as
of March 18, 2020, to $7.4 billion as
of September 14, 2020.
For the NDP to bill themselves
as a progressive party is like Horgan
billing Site C as clean energy – it’s
not true. I hope that other people in
the province are as mad about this
as I am.
Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

pale horse
Site C decision The
Humanity has just been given
penultimate wake-up call.
entirely political the
Nowhere on mainstream media is
Premier Horgan announced on
Friday February 25 that the Site
C dam project would continue,
with a new price tag: $16 billion.
Looking back over the years, it seems
obvious now that there was never any
question that Site C would continue;
the question for government was
always how can we present this so
as to not lose votes?
Horgan’s decision in 2017 to

this big (emphasis BIG) news to
be found.
R e c e n t l y, G e e r t Va n d e n
Bossche, PhD penned a dire
warning in an open letter addressed
to “all authorities, scientists and
experts around the world, to whom
this concerns: the entire world
population.” Dr. Vanden Bossche
claims the world is “at risk of
resulting in a global catastrophe

without equal” due to the mass
global COVID-19 vaccination
rollout. Bear in mind, this brave
man is a highly-ranked, worldrenowned vaccine expert with an
impressive pedigree. In his long
career, Dr. Vanden Bossche was
the Senior Program Officer,Global
Health, Vaccine Discovery for the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
and the Program Manager for GAVI
(Global Alliance for Vaccines and
Immunization), and more.
Dr. Vanden Bossche in his
“agonizing letter” places all of his
reputation and credibility on the line,
urgently warning the world to halt
COVID-19 vaccination programs.
In the good doctor’s own words, he
says, “There is at present massive
evidence that viral immune escape
is now threatening humanity” but
“unfortunately, it remains untouched
by those who have the power to act.”
In a YouTube interview, Vanden
Bossche has gone on record to make
shocking statements about how
poorly the Sars-Cov-2 pandemic is
being managed.
“We are creating a worse
problem than natural pandemics.”
“Lockdowns prevent mortality
at the individual level but create
disasters at the population level.”
“We are creating asymptomatic
carriers and achieving the opposite
of herd immunity.”
“Infection prevention measures
and lockdowns are pressuring SarsCov-2 to mutate into new strains.”
In layman terms, the concept
of ‘viral immune escape’ (which
has Dr. Vanden Bossche sounding
his warning) may be likened to the
development of antibiotic-resistant
superbugs when bacteria mutate
and become stronger in response to
antibiotics.
So, it all boils down to this.
Will humanity get up off its knees
and knock the horseman off his
pale, high horse OR will humanity
continue to worship its subservience
as spineless subjects in a neverending Milgram Experiment? Either
way, the consequences are biblical,
especially for those who violate the
Nuremberg Code!
You can watch Dr. Geert Vanden
Bossche’s interview, called ‘Mass
vaccination in a pandemic – benefits
vs. risks’ on YouTube.
Dona Nobis Pacem
Ellen Chambers
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Thank you
to the grader
drivers

Last year I decided to try
something easier, so I moved with
my four mares to Grand Forks,
where hay is half the price and I don’t
have to deal with an ‘unmaintained’
forest service road in winter to take
me home.
When I returned to my Kootenay
home shortly before Christmas, there
had been a fresh snowfall. The only
other traffic I met was the grader
going out of the Duncan, and since
Glacier Creek had tracks on the road,
I figured I’d be okay. That is until I
saw the tree across the road at 11
km, where a small car managed to
turn around and escape. My F-150
was not so lucky. It was too big to
turn and even in a 4x4, backing up
or going forward became impossible
since on the ice I’d created it only
wanted to go sideways.
When I began to slide towards
the precipice, I opted for hiking to
the main Duncan to see if I could get
help. I hadn’t come prepared with my
saw or chains, and it reminded me
of why I decided to move, at least
for winter.
There was no traffic of course,
but when the grader driver finally
returned, I flagged him down and he
helped me out by opening up a place
for the truck to turn and by pulling
it back onto the middle of the road.
I offered him money but instead,
he smiled and suggested I write a
letter to the Valley Voice saying what
good guys they are. So this is it. The
grader drivers have been very helpful
to Glacier Creek residents in the past
because avalanches happen and an
unplowed road in winter can be
tough. So thank you to the men who
gave us a hand to get in and out. Not
all loggers are bad... in fact some of
them are pretty nice but I’d like them
to think about what I’ve just read in
the preface to Vandana Shiva’s book

Nicky
sez:

Put on your
mask when
you go into the
store, but don’t
wear it on the
street. I like to
see your smiling
faces. Masks are
ugly, they make
us look bad.
–This is a sponsored message–

Oneness vs the 1%.
“Humanity stands at a precipice.
There is an uncertainty regarding
our potential for future evolution.
Ecologically, the uncertainty
arises because every aspect of the
dominant model of thinking and
living is destroying the earth’s
capacity to support our lives. The
erosion and extinction of our species,
the destruction of soils and water,
and climate chaos, are wreaking
havoc on the conditions necessary
to continue as members of the
earth community. The extractive
model of economic development
and growth, of corporate control
and the greed economy are not
just destroying nature, they are
destroying our humanity which is
the human capacity for solidarity,
compassion, and the ability to take
care of each other.”
We need to change present
policies and log to leave a forest.
Clearcuts kill everything and create
heat. Why aren’t we growing
hemp if it can do everything wood
can? Logging trucks full of baby
trees just make no sense but it is
ongoing. We need a revolution! Our
younger generations deserve to have
wilderness and clean water. Think
about it.
Gabriela Grabowsky
Glacier Creek

Gun laws

Our prime minister in May of
2020 introduced Bill C-21 while the
government was in isolation due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. It was an
Order in Council – no discussion
allowed. Under emergency law, he
introduced a law to ban thousands
of rifles and guns from Canadian
PAL (Possession and Acquisition
Licence) owners. Not criminals, but
legal owners who are checked by the
RCMP every day of the year.
There is not a single item in
Bill C-21 to take the gun from the
criminal. Rather, the bill demands that
PAL gun owners (who were allowed
these guns by the government), have
to hand them in or be charged with
criminal offences.
PAL owners are pretty easy to
find. They are the people who are
relentless in keeping on the right
side of the law and therefore have
given the government every change
of address and phone number, and
have gotten permission from the
government to transport a handgun
or rifle from their home to a legal
range to enjoy their sport of shooting
targets. This government knows
where every PAL-owned weapon is
and who has it. Ask how many are in
criminal hands and they don’t have a
clue. Just for your information: There
is one (yes, one) civilian person
certified and allowed in Canada to
carry a concealed weapon and the
RCMP won’t say who it is.
This bill, C-21, has an open
door to ban any weapon of any
type in Canada at any time and they
are adding more guns and models

weekly. Heads up: Every confiscated
weapon has to be purchased by the
government from the owner and
you are paying for them. The cost
from private interests have estimated
this payout in the billions of dollars
compared to the couple of million
the government is telling you. They
have to pay fair value as they are
taking what they said you could
have. Sounds like the Liberal long
gun registration boondoggle that was
estimated at $3 million and ended up
costing billions.
The other week, Bill C-21 passed
a second reading with the backing
of the NDP. That was a Wednesday.
On Thursday, our prime minister
introduced another bill, C-22.
This bill will eliminate mandatory
minimum sentences on criminals
committing crime with guns, among
others. Charge legal PAL owners that
have not handed in their guns and
they become criminals. The criminal
is getting a lighter jail sentence for
using a weapon in a crime.
Oh, almost forgot. You know
that paintball game with rifles that
shoot paintballs in fun battles against
friends? Well, those rifles have just
been listed with real automatic rifles
(which have been illegal in Canada
since the 1990s). Those air-soft
paintball rifles have now fallen under
the heading of a weapon built for
no other reason than to kill masses
of people, quoting from our prime
minister.
This is not about guns. It is about
rights. Gun owners’ rights have been
obliterated at the whim of a single
prime minister. What will the next
prime minister have a distaste for
that he feels we should no longer
have a right to? Children? Protests?
Why not? China did it. Your rights
are only rights if the government
says they are.
William Cuell
Kaslo

Ethnic cleansing
overlooked?

Last month, Parliament declared
in a 266-0 vote that China is
conducting genocide against its
Muslim minorities. What China
is doing is similar to what Canada
did to the First Nations and Inuit
in its attempt to integrate them into
Canadian life. The House also moved
to adopt an amendment urging the
move of the China 2022 Winter
Olympic games to another country.
Parliament did the right thing but
they should not ignore the reports
from various credible sources that
Israel and Israeli settlers are currently
carrying out massive human rights
abuses in East Jerusalem and the
West Bank. Reading OCHA’s reports
the term ethnic cleansing comes to
mind.
OCHA is the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs and has staff
and offices in ‘hot spots’ around
the world where they monitor the

The Valley Voice March 25, 2021

situation and publish reports which
can be viewed at: OCHAOPT.org.
Excerpts from the report for the
two-week period February 2-15,
2021: Israeli forces carried out
186 search and arrest operations
arresting 172 Palestinians. Many
Palestinians were injured in clashes
with the military. Others were injured
in settler and Palestinian violence.
Foreign volunteers were stoned,
attacked and robbed. Citing lack
of building permits, 89 Palestinianowned structures were demolished
or seized, displacing 146 people.
1,000 saplings were uprooted at
Tubas and over 130 olive trees were
cut down near Nablus. Sheep were
poisoned and Palestinian property
was damaged or stolen. Every two
weeks another report is published.
The International Criminal Court
has launched an investigation into
alleged war crimes by Israelis and
Palestinians. Our government should
demonstrate the commitment to
equal justice for all by issuing a
statement of support for the court and
the victims of war crimes. More info
on China and the ICC investigation
at: RideauInstitute.ca, March 8 Blog.
Follow the links.
Ed Zak
Nakusp

Box Mountain
planned
logging by
NACFOR

Walter Pasieka and I live on a
five-acre parcel of land on the corner
of Bartley and Beech Roads, Walter
since 1982 and I since 2003. About
half of the property is forest and
we have a shallow surface-water
well which has provided water for
us except for the occasional hot
summer.
In the spring of 2020, strong
winds removed half of the tin from
our roof and uprooted a large cedar
tree close to the house as well as
some smaller trees. This year, as
most of you know, we had hurricanestrength winds, the sound and the
force of which was unprecedented
since I moved to the area. This has
taken down several trees on our
property on Bartley Road as well as
a corridor of trees through our lower
forest of possibly 20 trees.
Most of our neighbours lost large
numbers of trees, as did the new
cutblocks from Nakusp to Fauquier.
As Nakusp has become a desirable
place to move to, partially because of
the beauty of the mountains and trees,
the number of trees coming down has
increased as each person clears out
their little piece of paradise. These
trees are not only beautiful to look at
but they are the lungs of the planet.
Their roots hold each other up, hold
the soil from eroding and hold the
water in the ground.
When I lived on Vancouver
Island, I witnessed the clearcutting
around the Cathedral forest, which

housed some of the oldest Douglas
firs on the Island. In 1997 a severe
windstorm toppled hundreds of these
trees, many of which had been there
for over 800 years, demonstrating to
me the interdependence of the trees
and the destruction of clearcutting.
In the 1970s, there was a corridor
of trees from Nanaimo to Campbell
River in the same way that there was
nothing but trees from Cherryville to
Fauquier when I moved to Nakusp in
1999. According to Call of the Forest
documentary, the filmmaker said that
“for those of us that have grown up
in Canada there seems an endless
supply of trees, yet in this country
we cut down approximately a billion
every year.” According to this same
filmmaker, John Cabot’s diary about
the Grand Banks of Newfoundland,
Cabot wrote that all one had to do
to catch fish was to drop a bucket
overboard and pull it up and there
would be fish in it. Nowadays that
bucket is more likely to not be filled
with fish but with used condoms and
tampon applicators.
This is my point. Box Mountain
is the source of water for me and
many of my neighbours directly from
the streams on the mountain and/or
indirectly through the groundwater
held by moss and tree roots on the
mountain and in the neighbourhood
trees. It is our only source of water
and as most people know, Crescent
Bay area is not known for its
abundance of water. Having heavy
machinery on the mountain will
only diminish the amount of water,
through increased soil erosion and
fewer trees to hold the water in, but
also through blowdowns, and then
further intervention
Please, NACFOR (Nakusp and
Area Community Forest), do not log
Box Mountain. Leave it to heal and
decay naturally and to continue to
hold the water for this area.
Mary Freebairn
Nakusp

Monarchy
obsession

Why this obsession with the UK
monarchy in North America? Who
really cares what an old lady of old
colonial power has to say? Ditto
for Meghan and Harry. Britain is a
shadow of its former colonial ‘glory.’
The suffering the UK imposed on
countries in the past was horrendous.
This tiny island once controlled 25%
of the planet and they did it with
guns, racism, drug running opium,
diplomacy and back stabbing. Hardly
a thing to be proud of. Moreover, in
2017, the dear Queen’s advisor was
caught investing some of the Queen’s
private money in offshore funds.
Let’s wipe her pinched old face
off of Canadian currency, once and
for all. Trudeau doesn’t have the guts
– surprise! I’d rather see trees, fungi
and flowers on Canadian cash, while
they still inhabit the earth.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley
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Area D North Kootenay Lake planning conversation kicks off
by Jan McMurray
RDCK Area D Director Aimee
Watson hosted an online public
meeting on March 9 to initiate a
discussion about planning in Area
D North Kootenay Lake.
“I want to know if there are
any communities in Area D that are
interested in the land use regulatory
options we’re going to talk about
tonight,” she said. “I don’t want
to zone all of Area D. I want to
go community by community. I’m
looking for people in the communities
who are concerned and want a deeper
conversation.”
After a welcome from Watson,
Nelson Wight, RDCK planning
manager, introduced the concept of
land use planning.
“Some local communities have
asked to know more to find out if land
use planning is a solution to some of
the problems they are experiencing,
like development demand, protecting
rural character, water sustainability,
private land logging, cannabis, shortterm rentals,” he said. “Planning is
assuring decisions made today lead
to the desired outcomes tomorrow.”
The first tool a community can
have is an Official Community Plan

(OCP). Wight explained that an OCP
describes the long-term vision of the
community and involves extensive
public consultation. Although OCPs
in themselves are not regulatory –
they don’t have teeth – their strength
is that all other bylaws, such as
zoning, have to align with them.
The next tool Wight described
was the zoning bylaw. “The rules
are in the zoning bylaw,” he said.
“Where can I put it? How big can
it be? How tall can it be? What are
the setbacks? What’s the minimum
lot size?”
Area D has an OCP. The Area
D Comprehensive Land Use Bylaw
2435, 2016 is its official name, and
it has zoning that only applies to
Ainsworth.
“Yes, we have an OCP,” said
Director Watson. “That’s your
foundational document. If you want
your local government to be able to
talk about whether or not a business
can go in a residential area, you want
zoning.”
“Your OCP is useful for us to
understand the community,” Wight
added, “but its effect on the ground
is minimal to none with no zoning.”
Watson said it’s just been in

the past two to three years that
she has heard concerns from her
constituents indicating that zoning
may be helpful. She said she’d
heard about subdivision issues in
Woodbury, a cannabis facility in
Pineridge, congestion in Schroeder
Creek, a gravel pit in the corridor
south of Kaslo.
“I don’t like zoning,” she said,
“but maybe we do need this in some
areas.”
She also explained that some
of these issues are regulated by the
provincial and federal governments,
so are out of the RDCK’s jurisdiction.
However, when a zoning bylaw is in
place, the provincial and federal
governments have to take the bylaw
into consideration when making their
decisions.
One participant observed that
retreat centres have been showing
up on Kootenay Lake, bringing
more people and traffic, and asked
if zoning would potentially restrict
this type of development. The answer
was yes. Gerry Devine, a member
of the Area D Advisory Planning
Commission, clarified that any
retreat centre or other business that
exists now would be grandfathered

going forward.
And it can’t be done quickly.
Wight said it would probably take
two years, given the workload of the
RDCK planning department and the
planning process itself.
Another participant asked if there
would be a vote on a zoning bylaw.
Wight explained that the RDCK
board of directors votes on it, not
the community. “But the process
involves a lot of public process. It
takes time. What are the issues in
each community and how can you
apply the best regulations to address
those issues without going too far?
There are competing values and you
have to sort that out.”
Watson added that it is very
important to her that the community
is on side. “I won’t go to the board
until I feel you guys are good with
it,” she promised.
If there is disagreement in the
community, Wight said they can
apply public engagement techniques
“to get to the heart of the matter.”
One citizen applauded
Watson on the timeliness of this
discussion. “What we’re seeing
is a huge demographic shift with
the pandemic. Because people can

7

work from home, we could have
a population explosion in Area D.
An influx of new people might be
good, but it would be good to do it
thoughtfully.”
Watson said this was “exactly
where I am coming from. Building
permits almost doubled this year.
People are moving here and fast.
How do we make sure we have
things in place to service the people
who are coming?”
By the end of the meeting,
Watson felt that Schroeder Creek,
Lardeau, Mirror Lake and the
Kaslo Corridor communities were
interested in pursuing the planning
conversation further, so “we will dive
in to your issues in further meetings.”

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
March 19,
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RDCK forwards ex-MLA’s housing request to Ag Land Commission

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A former NDP cabinet minister is
going to get a chance to argue his case
for a second residence on his farm to
the Agricultural Land Commission.
Corky Evans was given approval
to forward his application to the
commission to build a tiny home
on his Slocan River Road farm, so
he can continue to live there and let
his family take over operation of the
property.
The RDCK’s Rural Affairs
Committee approved the application
on March 17, going against
recommendations by their own
staff to reject the proposal. Evans

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

will now have his case put to the
Agricultural Land Commission for a
final decision.
Evans and his partner, Helen
Sebelius, have worked his twohectare property on the Slocan
River Road near Winlaw for nearly
50 years, most intensely in the last
decade. Crops include blueberries,
flowers, garlic, potatoes, corn and
squash, with the lands also being used
for pasture. But now, at age 72, it’s
getting to be a bit too much.
“As we age, we have had to
reduce our production to compensate
for our energy levels, but we don’t
wish to move or watch what we
built fall apart,” the former RDCK
director, MLA and cabinet minister
told the Rural Affairs Committee on
March 17. “We have been a good
influence I think on encouraging
farming in this region… we now
have the opportunity to transition the
farm in this family and teach the next
generation how to manage the land
and the crops.”
Evans and Sibelius want to sell
the farm to Sibelius’ daughter, son-inlaw and two grandchildren, keeping
the property in the family.
“The labour is intense, so we are
looking for help and support to keep
the farm going to carry on what we
have been able to build in the last
decade plus couple of years,” said
Sibelius.
The tiny home Evans and
Sibelius plan would be located on
an old greenhouse foundation, so no
more agricultural land would be lost
by the development.

Evans said he was feeling
optimistic about his application’s
chances, as the government
is becoming more aware of the
contradictions between the need
to protect agricultural land and
the need for farmers to prepare for
generational transition.
“I believe… it is quite possible
the government will give direction
or the Land Commission will engage
independently to begin perhaps to
address the contradictions in the
legislation and the changes over
time,” said Evans. “Helen and I have
made this application in the moment
in the hopes that our application will
help them engage in that dialogue.
“That’s what were asking you
folks: send it on, and let them struggle
with the need for change.”
Some directors said they hoped
that message would be passed on
to the Commission from regional
governments everywhere.
“Hand it back to the ALR,
make them make the decision,” said
Director Leah Main. “Make them
develop appropriate policy instead of
us taking that job once again, which is
not supposed to really be our realm.”
Other area directors also voiced
support during the hearing.
“I’m supporting this because of
the direction I’d like to see Slocan
Valley take towards farming,” said
Area H Director Walter Popoff.
“It is hard to sustain a comfortable
livelihood from a small family farm,”
he added. “…In this particular case,
the applicant has provided a viable

succession plan for continued use of
the ALR land for farming with the
addition of an accessory residence
for the retiring elderly owners that
will still live on the property and will
provide farming guidance to their
younger family.”

Staff opposed

But not everyone was on board.
“Notwithstanding the age of the
landowners, the current amount of
agricultural production is unlikely
to require a large amount of labour,”
wrote a skeptical Ministry of
Agriculture in a requested opinion.
“…While the occupants of the
additional residence intend to assist
the landowners with the operation of
the farm, it appears that the additional
residence is primarily being requested
for aging-in-place reasons as opposed
to farm-use reasons.”
And RDCK Planning staff also
opposed allowing the application to
proceed.
W h i l e p l a n n i n g o ff i c i a l s
were sympathetic to the agingin-place argument, they noted
that “[r]elevant policies under the
RDCK’s Agricultural Area Plan and
Agriculture Land Use Inventory
generally do not support intensifying
residential uses in agricultural areas.”
They also noted that “given
the scale and intensity of the farm
operation, staff have concerns that the
proposed second dwelling would not
be necessary” to support the existing
farm operation.
“It is the experience of RDCK
Planning staff that additional

residences over time are frequently
used for rental housing not related
to farming, especially if the property
is sold in the future…” they warned.
Despite staff misgivings, Evans
and Sibelius’ request was approved.
It’s not uncommon for the Rural
Affairs Committee to approve
applications for second residences.
Another was forwarded on to the
ALC earlier in the meeting. However,
in that case, the landowners had to
pledge to tear down their first home
when the second was completed.
“Decisions are on a case-by-case
basis; as a board we are trying to
deal with this as best we can,” said
committee chair Adam Casemore.
And cases where the board
rejected similar applications in the
past had different circumstances, said
RDCK CAO Stuart Horn
“The applications that were
not supported in previous meetings
really focussed on exclusion from the
ALR, while this one was a different
application, around non-adhering
residential use,” he added. “So it
is a different application they were
putting forward with respect to the
one supported today.”
If the couple is successful in
convincing the Agricultural Land
Commission, they’ll come back to the
RDCK for a building permit for their
tiny home – letting them spend the
rest of their lives in the Slocan Valley.
“We do not wish to be removed
from the ALR or to subdivide our
land,” Evans told the committee
members. “We wish to die here.”

Noise bylaw not a quick fix to Area D issue: RDCK report
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Applying the RDCK’s noise
control bylaw to Area D may not
solve local concerns about industrial
activity in the area, a report to the
regional government’s board says.
The service case report on
the noise bylaw and Area D was
presented to the RDCK at its last
meeting.
Area D Director Aimee Watson
asked staff to do the study after locals
came to her asking if there was some
way to put limits on the operation
of a gravel pit planned by Brenton
Industries just south of Kaslo.
“The only action Area D could
implement soon in response to this
proposed project is noise control,”
Watson reported to the board. “As
per the request from community
members, I did request a service case
review on what that would cost and
how it would work.”
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advertise in the
Valley Voice!!!
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details

email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

The review, however, doesn’t
provide a strong service case.
Research analyst Tom Dool first
noted that he could not look at the
financial impact of adding Area D
to the noise bylaw, as looking at
expanding the capacity of bylaw
enforcement was beyond the study’s
scope. Not adding resources would
obviously have no budget impact –
but not adding resources to enforce
new bylaws can be fraught with risk.
Socially, adding new regulations
like noise to areas that don’t have
them “can run contrary to previously
established social norms,” the study
says. And without support, “The
general nature of the regulation can
result in a varied understanding
of what constitutes a nuisance,
and without clear guidance and
interpretation from staff, exacerbate
existing conflicts within the
community.”
The lack of staff resources “may
result in a low level of compliance
with the regulation,” the report
cautions.

Gravel pits exempt

But it gets worse for noise bylaw
proponents. The bylaw has no power
to limit the impact of the noise
created by a gravel pit.
“Current exemptions as related
to industrial uses within the bylaw
include provisions for construction,
demolition, excavation, land clearing,
grading, earth moving, and the
moving and repair of machinery,” the
case study notes, adding that gravel

pit regulation is a provincial matter.
“Gravel pits are permitted by
the provincial government under
the Mines Act. It is understood that
gravel pits will produce noise that
may be offensive to neighbours,”
says the report. “So long as the
gravel pit is compliant with land use
planning and operating within the
constraints of their operating permit
there is no recourse available to local
government.”
Ultimately, the report says the
noise bylaw wasn’t designed to deal
with industrial issues.
“Current noise control regulation
within the Regional District has been
designed and implemented largely as
a measure to resolve conflict between
neighbours in a residential area,” it
says. “It is not an appropriate tool for
the regulation of economic activities.
These activities are better regulated
through land use planning.”
While giving no recommendation,
it says the board has two options:
to add the noise bylaw without
extra resources, undermining its
effectiveness; or add it with the
needed resources. However, it says
a comprehensive review of bylaw
enforcement services is scheduled
for this summer, and says it might
be best to wait for that report before
moving forward.
The board received the report as
information. Director Watson says
she’ll go back to her constituents to
see if there’s any appetite for moving
forward.
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New Denver council, March 9: Council supports ‘last mile’ fibre-optic project
by Kathy Hartman
• Council agreed to provide a letter
of support for the Columbia Basin
Broadband Corporation’s project to build
‘last mile’ fibre-optic infrastructure in
the region, which would enable homes
and businesses to connect to the soonto-come fibre-optic ‘backbone’ up the
Slocan Valley. CBBC is applying for
funding from the federal Universal
Broadband Fund and the provincial
Connecting BC program for the last
mile project. The project would have to
be completed by 2027 and would result
in an open access network, allowing
any internet service provider to use the
infrastructure.
Councillors were surprised to see
that the federal government has approved
only 24 houses in New Denver for
the last mile service. CAO Catherine
Allaway’s report says the CBBC is
working to increase the number of
eligible houses in the village.
If the grant applications are
successful, CBBC will be asking the
Village for a financial contribution based
on the number of homes eligible for the

service. At 24 homes, the contribution
would be $15,646.
The Slocan Valley ‘backbone’
project should begin this spring, says
the CAO’s report to council. Funding
has been secured for the ‘backbone,’
but the project has been held up in the
permitting process.
The overall CBBC project
would build backbone and last-mile
infrastructure in 57 underserved
communities, with fibre-to-the-home
infrastructure to over 5,250 homes
across the Basin. The total estimated
cost of this project is $78 million. Within
the Regional District of the Central
Kootenay, the project proposes to build
72 kilometres of backbone and last
mile fibre to serve at least 3,300 of the
unserved homes in the district. It includes
$6 million to build the backbone between
Nakusp and Edgewood.
• Council received a Water
Conservation Plan for the Village from
TRUE Consulting, a requirement to
receive provincial grant funding for
water infrastructure projects. With the
boundary extension process underway,

the Village is making plans to replace its
groundwater infrastructure and expand
the water service to Denver Siding. The
Village’s primary well has exceeded
its capacity, and the secondary well
is at low risk of containing pathogens
and contaminants from surface water
sources. The plan shows that New
Denver’s water use is higher than the
provincial and national averages, and
estimates that summer irrigation accounts
for about 50% of total annual water use.
The recommendation is to reduce water
consumption by 12% over 10 years,
using conservation strategies such as leak
monitoring and water loss management,
park irrigation optimization, institutional
water service metering, public education
and outreach, and creation of a water
use bylaw.
• The fire department will be getting
a new rescue truck – a 2021 Dodge
Ram 5500 diesel crew cab 4x4 chassis
and a custom box. It will cost about
$170,000, which falls within the amount
budgeted. With a six-month wait time
for delivery and a full year required for
the construction of the box, the new

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Turns out, one of the toughest things
about winning a national award for your
artistic excellence is keeping the darn
thing under wraps.
“I knew four months ago, and I had
to keep a secret, which is a very difficult
thing to do,” jokes Lou Lynn. “You run
into someone at the grocery store, and
they ask how you are doing. And all you
can say is ‘you know, the same old, same
old.’ Meanwhile the most important thing
of my career just happened and I can’t
tell anybody.”
So Lynn, a Winlaw artist, was glad
when the news was finally released in
February that she had won the prestigious
Saidye Bronfman national award for her
life’s work of exploring shape, form and
function through sculpture.
She was one of eight artists
honoured with a Governor General’s
Award in Visual and Media Arts this
year for “exceptional careers and their
remarkable contribution to the visual
and media arts and fine crafts.” But Lynn
says she wasn’t certain she’d be chosen.
“I had been nominated four times
before,” she told the Valley Voice. “There
was part of me that said ‘you know, I
don’t know if this is going to happen.’
Maybe that’s self-defence mode – you
don’t want to get too excited, you’ve
been there before, and there are lots of
deserving artists.
“So I was trying not to get too
worked up over it.”
As part of the peer-chosen Bronfman
award, Lynn will receive a $25,000 prize
and a special-edition bronze medallion in
recognition of her life’s work.
“Her work not only draws us in
to admire its skillful and aesthetically
pleasing facture – it makes us think about
our histories as makers and about the
hand, mind and body working in concert
to create beautiful and functional objects
that enrich our world,” said nominators
Raine Mckay, the executive director of
the Craft Council of British Columbia,
and writer/artist Amy Gogarty.
Lynn’s work is characterized by

extraordinary craftsmanship, as defined
by her mastery of relevant technologies
and materials, attention to all aspects of
production and presentation, a lifelong
interest in the tools and implements
associated with the history of handcraft
and making, and her ability to invest
form with presence.
Lynn calls the award a highlight
of her career, and that’s saying a lot. In
2006, she was the recipient of the Gerson
Award for Excellence, Innovation &
Leadership from the Craft Council of
British Columbia and, in 2010, she
was inducted into the Royal Canadian
Academy of Arts.
She has had some remarkable
works come out of her Winlaw-area
studio barn, where she has worked for
many years. Lynn’s sculptures have
been shown in numerous national and
international exhibitions and are part
of public collections that include the
Canadian Museum of History, the
Canadian Clay and Glass Gallery, the
Glasmuseum in Denmark, the Montréal
Museum of Fine Arts and the Corning
Museum of Glass in New York State.
Lynn taught professional practices
for over 20 years and was the cocoordinator of two ‘Beyond Borders:
Craft Marketing’ conferences held in
Nelson and Fredericton in the early
2000s. She also teaches a session every
year at the Kootenay School of Arts,
where she says her message to student
artists is to stick to your work.
“I really try to get the message
across, that this is a career. It takes a
long time and a commitment to keeping
going. At times when it looks like
nothing’s happening, you still have to
keep on doing it,” she says. “You just
keep going out to the studio, and keep
doing it.”

working years to develop that profile.
This is an enormous boost,” she says.
Last week she got a call from gallery in
Montreal, looking for some of her work
for a client.
“That was solely because of the
Governor General’s award, so that’s a
lovely outcome,” she said. “But I am
not trying to have any particular idea on
where this is going to go, what is going
to be the result. But it’s all good, it’s all
very good.”
Right now Lynn is working on a new
set of creations, but she’s not quite ready
to talk about them yet. She’s just going
to her studio daily, studying, exploring
and tinkering.
Award or not, her commitment to the
work is unchanged.

Lynn says she’s getting used to the
higher public profile created by her win.
And like any artist, she’s happy to see
the award is bringing her work a higher
prominence.
“I have a bigger public profile than
I did before. Of course, I have been
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Valley sculptor honoured for career’s work

Work continues

truck should be on the road in 2022. The
current truck is 15 years old and nearing
the end of its useful life. Its resale value
is estimated at $15,000. The rescue truck
is the vehicle most frequently used by the
department.
• Provincial funding of $139,982 for
the Slocan Valley Wildfire Resiliency
Project has been approved.
• The cable car over Carpenter Creek
on the Galena Trail is to be repaired this
year. Councillor Gerald Wagner reported
that the funding to stabilize the cable car
bases has been secured. The contract
should be going out for tender soon.
The footings were undercut by the 2020
spring freshet and the cable car was shut
down for safety reasons.
• Councillor John Fyke’s verbal
report on Recreation Commission #6 was
carefully crafted: “To strategically move
forward, we’re taking a deep dive on a
sustainable action plan to proactively
move the needle to build capacity with
collaborative best practices. There is a
robust window of opportunity to perhaps
think outside the box and leverage low
hanging fruit if Rec 6 committees drill
down to maximize synergistic alignment
and reduce silos.”
• The CBT grant application for
Centennial Park improvements and
Bosun Hall replacement was not
successful.
• Starting February 1, 2021, local

9

governments are required to participate
in the screening process for contaminated
sites. This means that any new permits in
the Village that trigger the submission of
a site disclosure statement to the Province
will first be reviewed by Village staff.
Currently, there is no administrative
fee for the Village’s role in reviewing
these submissions, but fees could be
implemented in the future. Information
on site disclosure statements, site
remediation requirements, and the
provincial regulation will be posted on
the Village website and made available
in the Village office.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Professional haircuts &
styles for one & all.
Clean, comfortable
home setting in the
Slocan Valley.
Flexible days and hrs.
By appointment only pls.
For more info
call 250 226 6833
Covid Regulations Followed.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

Employment Opportunities

The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for
the following:
Student Groundskeeper positions: Wage $15.20/hour
Labourer positions: Wage $20.79/hour
Janitorial positions: Wage $17.00/hour
Campground Attendant: Remuneration as per contract
For more information regarding any of these opportunities,
please contact the Village Office. Positions will remain posted
until filled. All applicants are thanked for their interest – only
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Outdoor Burning Reminder

Residents of New Denver are reminded that outdoor burning
is regulated within the Village of New Denver. Permits are
required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires contained
within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface area not greater
than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured gas, coal
or electric barbecue.
Free burning permits are available from April 1st to May 15th and
from September 30th to November 15th – for more information
please contact the Village Office, weekdays between 9:00 am
and 4:00 pm. Council thanks all residents for their cooperation.

Arbour Day

Lou Lynn, a Winlaw artist, recently won the
prestigious Saidye Bronfman national award
for her life’s work of exploring shape, form
and function through sculpture.

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

In order to reduce open burning and divert organic material from
the landfill, the Village of New Denver will once again hold a
Spring Arbour Day, in late April, to collect yard waste, branches
and leaves that are bundled or bagged and placed curbside.
Please ensure that the branches are not more than 3 feet long
and bound with string or twine. Collection is free for residents,
so please don’t affix garbage tags to bags of leaves or garden
waste. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to
contact the Village Office.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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Silverton council, March 10: Budget and byelection planning continue
by Moe Lyons
Silverton council held a
budget meeting followed by
the regular council meeting
on March 10.
• Chris Jury is Silverton’s
new chief financial officer,
taking over from Colin
McClure. Jury has been
deputy chief financial officer
for the City of Nelson for six
years; McClure is Nelson’s
CFO. Silverton has a contract
with Nelson for financial
services. Jury said he is happy
to be working with Silverton,
as he has been wanting to
participate more with small
municipalities.

• Council voted to purchase
a used generator from Nelson
for $25,000 to power the
Village block during power
outages. With the associated
electrical work and equipment,
the project is estimated to cost
$55,000.
• The preliminary 2020
year-end financials were
reviewed, and preliminary
discussions on the 2021 budget
and the ‘wish list’ for the year
took place. More details are
expected at the next budget
meeting.
• The Village is finalizing
the details needed to advertise
the upcoming byelection, and

expects to appoint a Chief
Elections Officer by the end of
March. It is currently awaiting
receipt of the health plan.
• Councillor Gordon
reported that the final
campground plan would be
ready to present in a couple
of weeks.
• Provincial Firesmart grant
funding for the Slocan Valley
Wildfire Resiliency Project in
the amount of $139,982 has
been approved by the Union
of BC Municipalities.
• Council agreed to send
a letter of support to the
Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation (CBBC) for its

application to the federal
Universal Broadband fund
to build and manage the ‘last
mile’ fibre for the Slocan
Valley. A letter from CBBC
Chief Operating Officer
Donovan Dias says there are
an estimated 68 households
in Silverton eligible for the
last mile fibre connection, and
CBBC will be approaching
Silverton later on to ask for
a financial contribution to the
project for those 68 homes.
Dias also says CBBC will
work with local internet
service providers on an open
access basis to provide service
to households. Main said it

would be “really, really good
news if that funding comes
through.”
• A few more Council
appointments were made.
Municipal Emergency
Management: Tanya Gordon,
alternate Arlene Yofonoff;
Chamber of Commerce:
alternate Gordon; Composting
Project:Yofonoff, alternate
Gordon; Climate Adaptation:
Gordon, with Main as
“backstop.”
• Councillor Yofonoff
asked about danger trees in
the village, and why marked
trees have not come down.
CAO Elliott assured her that

every tree had been assessed,
and said people with concerns
about the trees should contact
the Village office.
• CAO Elliott’s report
stated that she presented to the
Rural Development Institute
on climate adaptation and
was well received. She also
reported on continuing staff
work on financials, bylaw
officer discussions, climate
adaptation, fire resiliency,
and sidewalk and footbridge
upgrades. COVID continues
to be a major factor in village
work and time. Elliott is also
taking two online courses
through Capilano University.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA

Cornucopia

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Please wear a
mask in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commercial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles.
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net

Nakusp Taxi

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Jones Boys Boats

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to
place your orders.

Kaslo Hotel

Open: Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm. Closed Sunday to Tuesday. We’ve
got awesome clothes, warm blankets, great books and much more. Thanks for
shopping local – we hope to see you soon! 250.358.2178; RavensNestBC@
gmail.com; RavensNestBC.com; Facebook

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Wilds of Canada Cycle

Kaslo Husky

Valley Voice

Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing
more space to shop. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Raven’s Nest

Open! Pub 12 pm Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every
week from 3 pm – Only $9/pound. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714;
kaslohotel.com; Facebook

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

New Market Foods

Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Kootenay Kustoms Auto Repair

Open Mon-Friday 10-5 Please call before coming up
250-358-2121 • rich@krazykustoms.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Spring hours Wednesday-Saturday 9:30-2:30
Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784

Sunnyside Naturals

SLOCAN

Woodbury Resort

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

It pays to advertise in the
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Slocan Village Market

Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out and delivery. Outdoor seating. 9 am-7 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.
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Inspect aquariums to help prevent spread of invasive mussels
submitted
Anyone who has a moss
ball in their aquarium is being
asked to inspect the plant for
invasive zebra mussels now
that the highly invasive species
has been found in a number
of locations throughout the
province.
Conservation officers
have conducted more than 600
inspections at retail aquatic
pet and plant stores and found
zebra mussels in moss balls at
multiple locations, including
Terrace and the Lower

Mainland. People have also
reported finding the musselinfested moss balls in their
aquariums across western
Canada and several US states.
Zebra mussels pose a
major threat if released into
a BC waterway. The tiny
mussels can wreak havoc on
aquatic ecosystems, salmon
populations, hydro power
stations and other facilities
because they multiply rapidly
and are extremely difficult to
eradicate.
The Conservation Officer

Service (COS) is investigating
how widespread the problem
of mussel-infested moss balls
may be in the province. This
includes notifying stores
that may potentially have
contaminated moss balls and
advising them of disposal
options. Any contaminated
moss balls have been seized.
The moss balls, which are
often sold as marimo moss
balls, are species of green
algae typically purchased for
aquariums to improve water
quality. Moss balls can also

be purchased online.
Anyone who finds zebra
mussels can call the Report
All Poachers and Polluters
hotline at 1 877 952-7277 to
report their find. Moss balls
can be safely disposed of
by placing them in a sealed
plastic bag and putting them
in a freezer for at least 24
hours, or placing them in
boiling water for at least one
full minute and then let cool.
After that, the moss balls
can be thrown in the trash.
Do not flush moss balls down

The winner of the Golden Rotary community online bingo progressive of March 5 was Heather French of Silverton. Here, she and her husband Lindsay are
presented with a cheque for $35,000. Participating Rotary Clubs in the Kootenays, including the Nakusp Club, will receive a share of the proceeds of the Friday
night online bingo games. Visit https://rotaryclubofnakusp.org/bingo.php for detailed instructions on how to play.

Vice principal
shuffle at SD 8

submitted
School District 8 Kootenay
Lake announced a vice principal
shuffle on Friday, March 12.
Vice Principal Ed Nielson
will be leaving Mount Sentinel
Secondary to become the
principal of Bunka Suginami
Canadian International School
in Tokyo. After the spring break,
Jordon Konken will be moving
from Trafalgar Middle School to
become vice principal at Mount
Sentinel Secondary, and Misty
Terpstra will be moving from
Salmo to temporarily serve as
vice principal at Trafalgar Middle
for the rest of the 2020-2021
school year.

the toilet or put them in the
compost. Once the moss balls
have been removed from the
aquarium, do not dispose of
untreated water down the
drain or into any residential
water system or waterway.
Sterilize the remaining
contaminated water by adding
25 millilitres of bleach per
litre of water. Let the water sit
for at least 15 minutes before
disposing it down a household
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drain. Disinfect tanks and
accessories.
The COS is working
with ministry science
experts, Canadian and U.S.
counterparts, industry retailers
and distributors to help
prevent any potential spread
of invasive zebra mussels.
To date, there has been no
reported introduction of live
zebra mussels into BC lakes
or waterways.
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Slocan council, March 8: Council gets the ball rolling on reopening fitness centre
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Council discussed at length the
need to reopen the fitness centre.
How much money will be needed
for the staffing and laundry services
required due to the pandemic is

not yet known. Councillor Perriere
pushed council to allocate money
from the COVID Safestart fund
to reopen, otherwise “nothing
can move forward for a month.”
Council agreed to use Safestart

funds to support reopening,
including installing laundry services
in the building. A draft budget
for reopening will be provided
to council at the next meeting.
During public participation, Fire
Chief Devin Lindsay said the fire
department is setting up a fitness
area in the fire hall for firefighters
and would like to buy old fitness
centre equipment. Councillor Buller
asked if the firefighters were no
longer going to “participate in the
Fitness Centre.” Lindsay answered,
“We’re hoping to liaise… to move
forward as well…” Adriana Burton,
a fire department member and new
appointee to the Fitness Centre
Committee, “could be a liaison.”
• The Slocan Valley Community
Complex Society Council emailed
council about its plans to develop
rural property south of the Village
cemetery. Council directed staff to
arrange a meeting between council
and the society to discuss their
request to hook up 20 lots to Village
water.
• CAO Michelle Gordon
reported on the affordable housing
survey and information package

that was mailed to all Slocan post
office boxes on March 5. The survey
will close on March 31 and council
will decide at the April council
meeting whether the project will
move forward. Council received
the report with Councillors Pelletier
and Buller in favour, Councillor
Perriere abstaining, and Councillor
Van Bynen opposing. Councillor
Joel Pelletier agreed to attend the
Rural Research and Alternative
Training Society June meeting to
share information on the affordable
housing project.
• Joyce Johnson wrote to council
about the anonymous flyer which
said 100% of the residents of Slocan
were not in favour of the proposed
affordable housing project. She told
council she supports the project.
Councillor Pelletier called the flyer
“fake mail” and Mayor Lunn said
it was “unfortunate that there was
some confusion from that letter.”
• Council approved a
Development Variance Permit to
allow the garage/workshop at the
Swan House at 714 Arthur Street
to be converted into a two-bedroom
detached accessory residence. The
variance will allow the building to
maintain its 18-foot roof height.
Councillor Perriere said council
keeps approving variances for
accessory buildings higher than 15
feet. Council agreed to consider
updating the zoning bylaw to
change roof heights when it does
its next OCP review.
• The Village did not receive
provincial funding for its Main
Street Paving Project. In 2019,
when the Main Street waterline
was replaced, cross cuts were
made in the pavement so that all
homes could be serviced by the
water main. Despite patching, the
street has potholes and paving is
needed. Council directed staff to
consult with the chief financial
officer to see if the Village can
afford a scaled-down project. The
CAO was directed to consult with
Selkirk Paving to see what portions
could be scaled back and to get a
new estimate.
• Council directed staff to
apply to the Healthy Communities
Initiative for a grant to put an allweather sports rubber surface on the
tennis court. The new surface could
be flooded in winter for skating.
The area would include a 120’ x 60’
tennis (or hockey) area, a 30’ x 70’
pickleball area, and two 20’ x 25’
basketball areas.
• The Residential Spring CleanUp will he held April 19-22. This

year no construction, renovation or
demolition waste will be accepted,
as it’s costly for the Village. During
Spring Clean-Up week, residents
can take old or broken electronic
items to a bin at the Village office.
The Electronic Recycling Program
will refurbish or recycle these items.
• The Springer Creek
Campground will follow the
provincial campground opening
dates and park occupancy
guidelines, which were updated
due to COVID.
• BC Hydro has applied to
the BC Utilities Commission to
increase rates to municipalities to
cover the installation of LED street
lighting. Council directed staff to
find out if FortisBC will be able to
increase municipal rates, too.
• The CBT Community
Initiatives Program public input
meeting that council scheduled
for April 6 will be cancelled, as
the RDCK has decided to have
an online public process like last
year. This year’s process will be
open on the RDCK website March
29-April 9. Results will be returned
to council by April 16, and council
will meet between April 19 and 28.
Council’s recommendations are due
back to the RDCK by April 30.
I n h e r M a y o r ’s R e p o r t ,
Lunn reported on upcoming
improvements to recycling service,
fire service, and bus service. At
Lunn’s request the RDCK West
Resource Recovery Committee has
agreed that a cardboard recycling
bin should be placed at the Slocan
Recycling Depot, though when that
will happen has not yet been decided.
Slocan was one of 5 transfer stations
that lost cardboard recycling during
last year’s “improvements” to
recycling services. Since then, local
businesses have had to drive to New
Denver to recycle their cardboard.
Lunn also reported that Slocan,
Winlaw, Blewett, and Balfour will
each receive a new fire service
water tender, a fire truck which
transports water.
The RDCK Transit Committee
is proposing changes to service that
affect Slocan. Short-term changes
would include establishing a Park
and Ride and a bus parking garage
in Slocan, eliminating the 5 am
service from Nelson to Slocan and
the 6:58 pm bus from Slocan to
Nelson, adding one late evening trip
on Friday and Saturday. Three round
trips on Sundays, and two additional
round trips to Playmor to access
the Kootenay connector are being
considered for farther in the future.
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Outdoor classrooms mushroom in School District 10
by Jan McMurray
When school resumes after
March break, there will be brand
new outdoor classrooms at Lucerne,
Nakusp Secondary and Burton
Schools.
“Without question, outdoor
learning is a great fit for schools in
SD 10,” said Superintendent Terry
Taylor. “Our signature pedagogy is
place-conscious learning, and taking
learning outdoors has become a

strong teaching and learning practice
across the school district over the
past eight years.”
The outdoor classrooms are
being built by Madden Timber
Construction. All are exactly the
same, Taylor said, with an engineered
design that uses Indigenous Circle
pedagogy, which promotes equity
and respect for all in the circle. The
design is based loosely on a Sinixt
pit house, she added.

Nakusp Elementary was the first SD 10 school to get an outdoor classroom. Here, the classroom
is being used to host an Indigenous presenter on Orange Shirt Day, September 30 – a day to
honour the Indigenous children who were sent to residential school. Outdoor classrooms will be
completed at Lucerne, Nakusp Secondary and Burton Schools by the end of March.

Klondike Silver’s Free Miner Certificate
cancelled until conditions met
by Jan McMurray
Klondike Silver Corporation’s
Free Miner Certificate was cancelled
February 25, prohibiting exploration
and development work at the Silvana
Mine in Sandon until certain
conditions are met. Fulfillment of
the conditions is anticipated by
October 31.
The conditions include three
reports to be signed and sealed
by a professional engineer: Dam
Safety Inspection report for 2020, a
geotechnical site investigation factual
report and geotechnical assessment,
and Erosion Protection As-builts.
“While I accept that Klondike
Silver Corp. has been making progress
to comply with outstanding Mines
Act orders that have been issued,
I am not satisfied that sufficient
progress has been made to date with
respect to the outstanding orders that
remain to be addressed…” says Mark
Messmer, chief gold commissioner
and executive director of the Mineral
Titles Branch of the Ministry of
Energy, Mines and Low Carbon
Innovation, in the letter notifying
Klondike Silver of the cancellation

AMERICAN DIPPERS

(world’s only aquatic songbird) are
presently bobbing repetitively on
rocks near the mouths of our Slocan
V. creeks. Holding their breath for
up to 30 sec., plus stubby paddling
wings, allows them to dive under
water and dig for prey. Round nests
have an outer layer of moss and are
built above fast, deep water. Chicks
can swim almost immediately.

of its Free Miner Certificate (FMC).
The letter also states that a
hearing was held February 4 at the
request of Klondike Silver, where
the work by various consultants
hired by the company since 2017 to
address non-compliance with Mines
Act orders was outlined.
Chief Executive Officer of
Klondike Silver, Tom Kennedy, told
the Valley Voice that the company
is currently focusing on upgrading
the mine infrastructure. “Klondike
Silver anticipates securing an FMC
this fall,” he said.

The first outdoor classroom in SD
10 was built at Nakusp Elementary
School in 2018, with grants from
local government and community
groups, as well as school district
funds. The facility is so well used at
NES that the district decided to build
more of them with the federal Safe
Return to Class funding.
“NES students and teachers use
their outdoor classroom all through
the school day for shelter and shade.
It adds another exciting dimension to
student learning outside. That’s a big
part of why we thought the long-term
investment of building classrooms

would be worthwhile,” Taylor said,
adding that research continues to
show that mental and physical
well-being for students and staff are
enhanced with outdoor learning.
The pandemic provided another
reason to install the outdoor
classrooms. “The pandemic
presents an opportunity to take
sound pedagogy and also make
significant and long-lasting impact
for our learners, not only providing
great teaching out-of-doors but also
yielding health and safety benefits, as
COVID transmission rates are very
low outside,” Taylor said.
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Each outdoor classroom costs
about $30,000 to build. All schools in
SD 10 except Edgewood Elementary
will soon have one. Taylor said
because student numbers at EES are
very low with only ten students, they
prioritized the three other schools at
this time. However, she said EES was
one of the first schools in the district
“to take learning outside in a big
way” with teacher Erika Momeyer’s
‘Walking Wednesdays.’
“The legacy of these outdoor
classrooms and the learning they will
inspire will be realized for decades to
come,” concluded Taylor.
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$1 million for water monitoring in Canadian Columbia Basin
Canada is coordinating the collection
of important water data to build climate
resilience throughout the region. The
project is receiving support through the
Healthy Watersheds Initiative, which is
delivered by the Real Estate Foundation

of BC and Watersheds BC, with financial
support from the Province of British
Columbia as part of its $10-billion
COVID-19 response.
The Healthy Watersheds Initiative
(HWI) allocated $1 million to
Living Lakes Canada (LLC) for the
development of a coordinated approach
through collaboration with Indigenous
and non-Indigenous communities
in the Canadian Columbia Basin
– a transboundary watershed with
international significance – to determine
water monitoring priorities, and to train
25 people to conduct water monitoring
and water-related restoration work.
“Living Lakes is pleased to continue
our work on building a greener economy
through the work of water monitoring
and stewardship in the Columbia
Basin,” said LLC Executive Director
Kat Hartwig. “It is necessary that we
work to support local, provincial and
First Nations governments in their
quest to build water-related adaptation
strategies in our communities. Water
is the underpinning of local economies
and is essential to the well-being of our
communities and the healthy waterbased ecosystems that we all depend
on.”
Current and future water allocation
decisions will need to be science-driven
and data-informed while incorporating
traditional knowledge. This project will
help provide the training, skills and
tools necessary to support adaptive and
mitigative watershed management by
decision makers as the region’s lakes,
streams, rivers, wetlands, groundwater
and glaciers continue to be climateimpacted.
LLC will train people to
professionally monitor and collect data
for regional water data-deficit areas. To

house all the water-related data (past,
current and future) collected in the
Canadian Columbia Basin, LLC has
developed the Columbia Basin Water

Hub, an open source database that
officially launched this month.
To learn more, visit www.
livinglakescanada.ca.

PHOTO CREDIT: LIVING LAKES CANADA

submitted
Melting glaciers, drier weather and
diminished stream flows are signs that
the global climate crisis is affecting
fresh water resources in the Canadian
Columbia River Basin. Living Lakes

Participants put new water monitoring skills to use during a 2019 Living Lakes Canadaled training course in the East Kootenay region of the Canadian Columbia Basin.

Ashera Richard, a grade 6 homeschooler from Winlaw, decided to do a project for her English course
to give back to the community. She is hosting a silent auction at Mama Sita’s on Saturday, March 27,
2-4 pm, with all proceeds going to the Slocan Valley Food Cupboard. Don’t miss it! She has collected
over 30 gift certificates and items from local businesses in the Slocan Valley, Nelson and Castlegar.

Call for Expression of Interest
Nakusp and Area Development Board is seeking an Economic
Development Coordinator who is energetic, skilled, and invested in the
economic success of our area.
Accountabilities for this one-year independent services contract are:
• Project development: research, recommend, develop funding
		proposals
• Project management: implement projects and complete
		reports
• Public relations: liaise with/respond to community economic
		
stakeholders
• Support for local business recovery and investment in
		area
• Strategic planning and project evaluation
• Administration
This contract has a budget of $32-48,000, not including GST, and will require
20-30 hours per week. Contract target period is May 1/2021 to Apr 30/2022,
but start date is flexible.
Please request the detailed ‘Call for Expression of Interest’ from
nakuspareadevelopment@gmail.com
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New windows for Vallican Heritage Hall
submitted
Less than two years after
receiving a major upgrade to
its foundation, the Vallican
Heritage Hall will now undergo
a veritable ‘windows update.’
Restoration of its
complement of vintage
windows will be completed
through the aegis of Heritage
BC. Through Heritage BC’s
Community Economic

Resiliency Infrastructure
Program (CERIP), the Vallican
Heritage Hall Society (VHHS)
was recently awarded a grant
of $34,055 to complete the
project, which is also expected
to be a source of temporary
employment for local workers.
Under the award
agreement, the “existing,
original windows will be
removed, restored, repainted

and replaced. In addition,
interior storm windows will
be custom made by a local
wood window manufacturer.
Installing storm windows will
increase energy-efficiency
and make the building warmer
for year-round use. The
project and all windows will
be re-glazed… following the
Standards and Guidelines for
the Conservation of Historic

Places in Canada,” which
are touted as “the first-ever
pan-Canadian benchmark for
heritage conservation practice
in this country.”
The funds were awarded
through the Unique Heritage
Infrastructure Stream of
CERIP. The goal of CERIP is
to “help communities impacted
by COVID-19 and support
BC’s post-pandemic economic

submitted
The Slocan River
Streamkeepers, a community
organization with an 18-year
history, will continue this
year to carry out its Riparian
Restoration Project
The project’s aim is to
restore degraded riparian areas
at four separate sites along the
river, to reduce bank erosion,
and create long-term wildlife
habitat. Riparian ecosystems
are known to benefit fish
habitat, and are a positive
factor in addressing climate
change.
This year, the
Streamkeepers’ work will
involve planting native trees
(cottonwood, willows, red

osier dogwood, alder, etc). The
young trees will be protected
from beavers by a combination
of tree protectors and fencing.
Cottonwood groves used to
be common near the riverside
in the Slocan Valley. They
provided important habitat
and soil-preserving benefits to
the riparian areas. Historical
land-use practices, and resident
attitudes stretching back
many decades resulted in the
clearing or decimation of a
great deal of these streamside
groves. However, more
recently, attitudes have been
shifting. According to the BC
Conservation Data Centre,
cottonwood ecosystems of the
southern interior are among the

rarest plant communities in the
province.
As part of the project,
Streamkeepers will also install
50 bird nesting boxes (shortterm habitat) along Slocan
River for species at risk,
including Lewis’s woodpecker,
western screech owl, and barn
swallows — and for other, notat-risk species, such as violetgreen and tree swallows. Some
bat boxes will also be installed.
Another dimension of the
project includes monitoring
of the sites to document
observations about the plants,
trees, and use of bird and bat
houses.
The Slocan River
Streamkeepers are grateful

for the support of this work by
Healthy Watersheds Initiative,
the Real Estate Foundation
of BC, Watersheds BC, with
financial support from the
Province of British Columbia.
This funding will help create
six part-time jobs in the valley
in support of the restoration of
damaged riparian ecosystems.
The Streamkeepers
will continue their public
outreach with local residents
and landowners, sharing
information about the
importance of protecting and
restoring riparian areas.
F o r
m o r e
information: info@
slocanriverstreamkeepers.
com.

submitted
Arrow Slocan Tourism has
just launched its website at
www.arrowslocan.com.
“The website is the new
regional hub for trip inspiration
and visitor information,”
says Arrow Slocan Tourism
Executive Director Megan
Chadwick. “We believe it will
elevate the region’s profile – it
really shows how much there
is to explore here all year
round.”
Chadwick says the site
reflects the region’s wealth of
year-round outdoor activities,
arts opportunities, unique local
culture, hot springs, heritage
assets – “and that unplugged
Arrow Slocan feeling visitors
don’t find elsewhere.”
The website features
trip ideas, local experiences,
accommodation and restaurant
listings, alongside community
information. Chadwick says
the site’s goal is to share
information that draws
visitors to Arrow Slocan who
appreciate the local lifestyle
and come here for what the
region naturally holds.
“This is a region where
slowing down and taking the
time to sink into the experience
has the biggest reward,” she
says.
With the website’s launch,
Arrow Slocan Tourism is now
developing regional itineraries
and maps that will help guide
visitors around the region, so
they get the most out of their
visit. Chadwick says there are

also marketing campaigns for
fall and winter in the works,
as well as communications
for summer that guide
visitors toward best practices
for responsible travel when
in communities and in the
backcountry.
Arrow Slocan Tourism
is a Destination Marketing
Organization (DMO), nonprofit society and part of the
DMO network that spans
British Columbia and across
Canada. The organization

supports Nakusp, Arrow Lakes
and Slocan Valley, bringing
these distinct areas together
into a single destination.
Arrow Slocan Tourism is
funded through a combination
of provincial grants and a
2% tax on guest purchase
of accommodation via the
Municipal and Regional
District Tax (MRDT).
Follow Arrow Slocan
Tourism on Instagram or
Facebook: @visitarrowslocan
a n d o n Tw i t t e r : @

ArrowSlocan.
Want to know more,
or interested in promoting
an Arrow Slocan business?
Email: info@arrowslocan.
com or call: 250-265-7144.

Streamkeepers continue Riparian Restoration Project

Arrow Slocan Tourism launches website

Fresh flowers
and potted
plants
every
2 weeks

New shipment of Fencing &
fence posts arriving soon!
– corral panels
Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Just Arrived!!!
SPRING BULBS:

dahlias, lilies, begonias,
Peat Moss - $19 /bale,
freesias, gladiolus,
Sunshine Mix
onion sets
Seed starting soil, flats
& more
& inserts, seeds
Sewer Pipe & Accessories
.99

We are limiting people to 4 customers in the store at any one time
Spring is coming, check out our new wagons &
garden tools.
Straw bales $13.00
Face masks are mandatory
Open 10-4 daily, including Sunday
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recovery... the Province of
British Columbia allocated
up to $100 million through
CERIP to support economic
resilience, tourism, heritage,
and urban and rural economic
development projects.” The
board of VHHS gratefully
acknowledges the financial
support of the Province of
British Columbia through the
Ministry of Forests, Lands,

Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development.
The upgrade is expected to
ensure that Vallican Heritage
Hall is able to provide a warm
and healthy atmosphere for
local events and activities and
contribute to the viability of
the local economy. The project
must be started by December
31, 2021 and completed before
March 31, 2023.

COMMUNITY

16

The Valley Voice March 25, 2021

Partnerships, leadership cited as keys to North Kootenay economic growth
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The North Kootenay Lake region
is going to need strong leadership and
good communication if it is going to
overcome barriers to economic growth,
a new report on the region’s economic
development says.
The report, ‘Community Economic
Development Strategy: Co-ordinated
Leadership’ by Factor Five consultants
was released earlier this month after
more than a year of study, consultation,
and research – with a pandemic thrown
into the middle that took researchers in
different directions.
“A strong, resilient economy
is vital to the quality of life of the
residents, workforce and visitors in
North Kootenay Lake,” the report says.
“How the economy changes over the
next ten years will affect all facets of
the community, including the types
of jobs, local business and investment
opportunities, and the movement of
goods and people to and from North
Kootenay Lake.
“It is critical to proactively steer
the direction of these changes to shape
a future that reflects the aspirations of
the people.”
To do that, the report says its goal is
to focus on the development of a longterm community economic development
strategy in consultation with local and
regional partners, supported by dedicated
staff.
That strategy is “intended to provide
a lens through which the [Kaslo and Area
D Economic Development] Commission
can lead economic development in a way
that is deeply rooted in North Kootenay
Lake values, responds to the unique
challenges of the current pandemic and
builds the long-term capacity of the
community.”

Customizing need

The report says the strategy they’ve
come up with hinges on an ongoing
problem.
“Local businesses and organizations
need market intelligence to confidently
expand and innovate in the marketplace,

while governments readily fund market
studies that all too often sit on shelves,”
the report says.
The goal of the strategy, then, is to
customize those studies to the specific
needs of local businesses, and provide
them with support to turn theory into
action.
Good information will allow local
business to see just how big their markets
are, and if it makes sense to them to
expand to meet what demand actually
exists. Determining this ‘economy of
scale’ is one of the big hindrances to
local business at this time, the report says.
The result of better communication
and information “will be vibrant,
successful local businesses and
organizations that thrive by solving
local and regional problems through
economies of scale that match the size
of the market,” the authors say.

Partnership

To tackle this problem, the
Economic Development Commission
and local Chamber of Commerce are
joining forces, each playing a “crucial
and distinct role” in the execution of the
strategy. The Commission should hire an
economic development coordinator to
provide “timely, relevant and customized
market studies to identify economies of
scale,” the authors say.
The coordinator’s work would
include arranging workshops for
businesses, writing grants, planning
projects, doing surveys and raising
public awareness. For its part, the
Chamber would communicate with
local business to determine priorities
and needs, conduct business surveys and
provide support to implement strategies.
“Success of the Coordinated
Leadership Strategy will build the
capacity of the Chamber to play a vibrant
role in the business community, foster
collaboration between local, regional and
provincial organizations and empower
local businesses and organizations to
solve community problems,” the report
predicts.
That would bring businesses and
organizations the capacity to respond to

economic changes “leading to economic
resilience in the face of adversity and
self-reliance that fosters community
prosperity.”
The Columbia Basin Trust is seen
as a key partner in helping finance the
initiatives, and the report points out
CBT’s five-year plan outlines several
goals that are aligned with the strategy.
Other important players include the
local community forest society, Kaslo
infoNet, the Kaslo Food Hub, local
tourism, and regional community
development groups, like the Lardeau
Valley Opportunity Links Society.
“The key to success in North
Kootenay Lake is working together
to turn shared problems into shared
solutions through community-led
economies of scale,” the authors say.

Values and barriers

“As a small community composed
of hamlets dispersed around a village, the
capacity to lead economic development
activities is limited, requiring carefully
targeted use of resources,” the authors
say.
The unstable power grid, small
labour market, limited housing,
competition between organizations for
funding, and overall capacity are other
nagging issues in the region.
However, the report also says they
heard time and again from participants
about local community values that can be
tapped for growth. Those values include
resilience, self-reliance, community, and
natural beauty.
“It is important that economic
development activities focus on these
values, and attract investment, residents
and visitors that share them so that
North Kootenay Lake flourishes while
maintaining the integrity of what makes
it so special,” the authors say.

First steps

The report outlines what has to be
done to keep it from gathering dust on a
shelf. It recommends hiring a community
economic development coordinator

for stewarding the strategy; engaging
key local partners and building both
the Commission and the Chamber of
Commerce’s effective membership;
and helping local partners with planning
that’s in line with the strategy, and
working with funding partners on shared
priorities.
Some action has already been taken
to implement the strategy. Earlier this
month, funding was announced for
three projects: a digital marketing and
e-commerce adoption project to get more
local businesses online; a secure supply

chain project to help business with
procurement issues as they arise; and an
‘agriculture capacity incubation project’
to provide farmers and entrepreneurs
with the necessary community facilities
and business supports to grow, harvest,
preserve, store, prepare and distribute
food.
The Economic Development
Commission received just over $197,000
from the Province’s Community
Economic Recovery Infrastructure
Program (CERIP) to implement the
three projects.

As part of the Kaslo area’s economic
development strategy project, the Factor
Five researchers asked local politicians,
business leaders and community
members what their vision is for the
area. This is the summary of what they
said, describing the world of the North
Kootenay in five or ten years’ time:
“Residents in North Kootenay
Lake have the highest quality of life
as a result of a thriving local economy.
They are engaged in activities that shape
the future, creating diverse job and

investment opportunities, and laying a
stable foundation for economic success.
“A sustainable grid powers resilient,
locally owned businesses that add value
to natural resources, put food on local
plates, share the natural beauty with
visitors and lead the world’s digital
economy.
“Diverse housing and childcare
options make it ideal for young families
who contribute to the long-term
sustainability of community pride for
generations to come.”

Some results from the
business survey conducted for the
North Kootenay Lake economic
development strategy project:
• Half of all businesses are over
15 years old.
• 98% are small business, with
79% having five or less employees.
• Services that need improvement
include internet, housing, healthcare,
mail, transportation and business
hours of operation.
• 58% of businesses identify
housing as a barrier to workforce
attraction.

• 45% of businesses report
problems acquiring employees.
• Businesses reported an overall
2% growth in employment in 2019.
• 72% of employees make $25/
hour or less.
• Vacation and training are the
leading benefits offered.
• 50% of businesses plan to hire
in the next three years.
• 31% of businesses plan to
expand their business locally in the
next three years.
• 13% plan to sell their business
in the next three years.

After March 29, please visit the
RDCK website at www.rdck.ca/
cip-aap to show your support for
our application for $15,000. Your
support will help us to cover some
of the costs for the Penny Lane
Apartments’ pre-development work.
The window for commenting on
KHS’s application closes on April
9, 2021. For more information about
the Penny Lane Apartments project,

visit www.kaslohousingsociety.org.
Please note that there will be
opportunities to comment on the
project itself once KHS knows that
construction funding is in place –
hopefully by early summer 2021.
The site itself will need to be rezoned before a building permit can
be issued. The re-zoning process
will also include a period of public
consultation. Stay tuned!

Vision for the future

North Kootenay Lake
business profile

Support affordable housing in Kaslo
submitted
The Kaslo Housing Society
(KHS) asks for your support
for KHS’s proposed building in
downtown Kaslo (working title:
Penny Lane Apartments). KHS
has applied for $15,000 from the
Columbia Basin Trust Community
Initiatives and Affected Areas
Program Funding (CIP/AAP). The
money, if granted, will be spent
on work that is required before
KHS can make a building permit
application.
This $15,000 is only a portion of
the approximately $78,725 budgeted
for site investigations that will
aid in preparing design drawings
and specifications for the site. The
remaining $63,725 will be secured
by other funding sources.
Just like in 2020, the CIP/AAP
public engagement process will be
online. Your feedback on the Penny
Lane Apartments funding application
will be reviewed by an adjudication
committee based out of Kaslo and
RDCK Area D. They, in turn, will
offer their recommendations to the
RDCK board of directors.

Schematic design prepared for the Penny Lane Apartments project. The proposed site is on A
Avenue, behind the Kemball Memorial Centre.
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On the way to zero waste: Recycling in Kaslo
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submitted by the Kaslo Waste
Reduction Committee
‘Chuck’ is a typical West
Kootenay resident. He recycles.
Over the past few months, Chuck
has thrown all the items he’d
heard could be recycled into a big
container. Then, he drove out to the
RecycleBC Depot adjacent to the
Kaslo Transfer Station and lifted
the overflowing container out of
his truck.
As he stared at the bright
green c-cans, the RDCK staff
person came along, helpfully
explaining which items went into
each opening. Chuck began to

deposit a plastic item here, a glass
item there and his paper over
there. Some time later, fingering
a plastic item that he was unsure
where to put, he threw up his
hands. His container was still twothirds full! He didn’t have all day!
How the heck was he supposed to
do this?
Our new recycling system,
implemented this fall, can be
hard to figure out. To help guide
you through the process, the
Kaslo Climate Action Team’s
Waste Reduction Committee has
developed a series of articles
that will appear in this paper,

presenting practical information
and tips to make it easier for you
to do your part.
In this article, we’ll begin
with the basics: RecycleBC is
the organization behind the new
system. It is a not-for-profit
organization that does many things
to help producers and communities
work towards zero waste. The
Village of Kaslo, the RDCK and
transport companies work with
RecycleBC to collect recyclable
materials and sort them. They
are further sorted as they are
transported to the businesses that
actually recycle them.

Kaslo residents have curbside
pickup for many, but not all,
recyclable materials. Some
materials have to be taken to a
Recycle BC Depot. For example,
the styrofoam in the box protecting
the coffee maker you got for
Christmas must be recycled at
a Recycle BC depot, but the
paper egg carton can go into
the blue box. However, RDCK
rural residents must take all their
materials to a Recycle BC depot.
There are many more items
that can be recycled with the new
system – but not everything.
One of the first things to

remember is that Recycle BC
deals with two areas of recyclable
material: residential packaging and
paper. In our next article, ‘Sorting
it all out,’ we’ll give you many
good tips on figuring out what can
and can’t be recycled. As well,
there will be helpful suggestions
on sorting and storing materials.
Other upcoming articles will
look at what happens with your
recyclables after you drop them
off, what to do with ‘the other
stuff,’ and what to advocate for in
recycling.
You can also find out more at
recyclebc.ca.

submitted
Kaslo’s Tenise Marie performs
in the first online concert of
the Slocan Lake Arts Council’s
‘Pie in the Sky’ series. Tune in
at slocanlakeartscouncil.ca on
Saturday, March 27 at 7 pm.
The concerts are hosted by
Freya (Noel Fudge and Martine
denBok) and will stream live
from the slocanlakeartscouncil.ca

website.
‘Pie in the Sky’ refers to
something that is falsely optimistic
– a promise of something happening
that is very unlikely to take place.
For us, this concept applied
perfectly to our desire to host a
concert during the pandemic,”
says denBok. “We also loved the
nurturing idea of us all indulging
in pie together while listening to

or the Chamber of Commerce
will quote from the report when
applying for a grant. I’m hoping
that multiple groups will be able to
use it effectively.”
Booth worked on the project
over 18 months, from August 2019
to March 2021. She visited the
Lardeau Valley three times and
then had to switch to online surveys
and phone interviews because of
COVID. She says there was lots of
public consultation.
Booth has also listed five
foundational principles in the report.
These were identified during the
process as key to long-term resiliency
in the community and to the success
of the projects. These include
internet connectivity, environmental
values, power stability, support for
existing residents, and sustainability.
Many of the 61 projects are
related to agriculture. There are
also projects related to the arts,
education, business and economy,
youth, forestry, recreation and
tourism, housing and more.
The final report will be shared
with all 18 groups that have been
identified as a lead/champion
organization. Booth says her hope
is that the groups will post the report
on their websites.

venue. It was an easy decision for
Tenise Marie, denBok says. “Right
away, she said there was a great
piano at JB Fletcher.”
Ta m m y W h i t e , m u s e u m
director at JB Fletcher was thrilled
to host the concert. “We are always
looking for new ways to make the
JB Fletcher Store and Museum
a vibrant and dynamic part of
our regional culture. We had the
pleasure of providing space for an
amazing collaboration between the
Slocan Arts Council and the very
talented singer/songwriter Tenise
Marie and are looking forward
to the release of those videos on
March 27,” she said.
Another band in the series,
‘Hidden in the Hills’ from Hills will
record in the barn they rehearse in,
denBok said.
“We’re super excited about
this series,” said denBok. “Once
you put a concert online, you have
a worldwide audience! This is a

great opportunity for Tenise to
have her music on this platform.
Social media has an amazing
way of spreading the news. We
never would have thought of using
the internet this way without the
pandemic – it’s a silver lining.”
This project is made possible
thanks to a grant provided by the
British Columbia Arts Council.

by Jan McMurray
The draft Lardeau Valley
Community Development report
is out for comment, and should be
finalized by mid-April.
Consultant Wendy Booth has
hosted four Zoom meetings to
present the draft, and says she’ll
incorporate the input she receives
into the final report.
“I tried to make it as simple and
easy to understand as possible, but
there’s a lot in it!” she says.
There were 61 ideas generated
during the public consultation
for the project – so it would be a
challenge for anyone to lay them
out clearly. Booth has done a
phenomenal job of it.
“There are lots of tables in it –
I’ve tried to make it as user friendly
as possible,” she says. “The number
of ideas and projects that came out
of this process shows how diverse
and resilient the communities are.”
Booth has grouped the 61 ideas
into themes. She has identified
the organization that would take
the lead on each project as well
as organizations that would be
good supports. She has included
a timeline for each project, and a
success ranking from one to five,
with one indicating a low chance
of success and five indicating a high
chance of success.
Projects are organized under
lead organizations, “so if you’re the
Chamber of Commerce, you can go
right to your section,” she said.
The project was funded
by the Columbia Basin Trust.
“I’m a contractor from the CBT
– they pay the bill,” she said,
“but the final product belongs to
the community. My hope is that
Director Aimee Watson will take
this document when she is speaking
to the provincial government,

a concert on a Saturday night.
Both the concert, the pie and being
together feels like just the rare and
nurturing treat that we all need
right now!”
DenBok says they will be
sending out their favourite pie
recipes and encouraging others to
share theirs. “Make sure to time
baking your pie so it is warm and
waiting for a dollop of ice cream
when the concert begins,” she says.
Each concert in the four-part
series features local talent and is
recorded and produced locally.
The finished product is a 15-minute
well-curated video that artists can
have to further promote their music.
Tenise Marie’s concert was
recorded and videotaped at JB
Fletcher Store and Museum in
Ainsworth. “The whole thing was
recorded live in one take, as if in
front of an audience,” denBok
explains.
Each artist will choose their

Pie in the Sky online concert series kicks off with Kaslo’s Tenise Marie

Lardeau Valley Community
Development report nearing completion
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Nakusp council, March 8: Biomass project study commissioned
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Boosting biomass

Council is going to spend
$22,500 to boost its arguments for
an alternative-energy system in the
community to heat public buildings.
Council voted to enter into an
agreement with Urban Systems
for strategic and technical services
relating to the biomass project.
The biomass project would see
a high-tech boiler installed near the
arena to burn locally created wood
waste to generate heat.
The Village was unsuccessful
in securing grant funding for
the biomass project through the
Community Economic Recovery
Infrastructure Program earlier this
year, after consultants for a funding
agency said the Village’s numbers
on the project’s benefits didn’t add
up. While that set back the project,
it’s still a council favourite, and
they’re not giving up on it. Instead,
they’ve contracted Urban Systems
to prepare an energy model and
system layout, a financial model
for the system, and to build support
locally and develop a grant/financial
strategy.
Urban Systems will complete
the project in three months.
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“The key outcome from this
project will be strong supporting
documentation to accompany grant
applications to help secure funding
for constructing a biomass energy
system at the arena,” says the report.
Meanwhile, Councillor Ken
Miller indicated the Arrow Lakes
Hospital might soon be seeing a
dramatic increase in its energy
billing, and that might make them
a possible partner in the biomass
project. While it’s a long way from
a notion to reality, councillors were
interested in the idea of another
‘anchor’ user for the system.
The Village still has one
grant application submitted for
constructing the biomass energy
system at the arena through the

Investing in Canada Infrastructure
Program (ICIP). The funding
decision for the grant is expected
in late spring.

Development fees to rise

It’s going to cost potential
developers in the village a little more
if they want to build a subdivision in
the community.
Council approved a staff
recommendation to charge planning
services costs to the developer for
large subdivision applications.
Council’s been looking at having
the RDCK’s staff handle planning
services for the community, as the
job is getting too big for the tiny
staff. But the RDCK has advised
it can’t do that, at least for the time
being.

Instead, RDCK officials
recommended the services of Urban
Systems – the company’s second
name-drop at the meeting. Council
passed a motion endorsing the new
fees and charges amendments,
which paves the way for the use of
an external planning service.

Box Lake review

Residents of the Box Lake area
have expressed concern online about
the Nakusp and Area Community
Forest company’s plans to do
some forest clearing for FireSmart
purposes in their local watershed.
Councillor Aiden McLaren-Caux,
also a member of NACFOR’s board,
invited councillors to a field trip to
the Box Mountain watershed “so
people can have on on-site view

of what the plan is for the wildfire
prescription” in that area.

More NACFOR grants

Nakusp isn’t the only town to
benefit from having a communityowned forestry operation in the
region. Council approved two grants
to outlying communities that also
host NACFOR operations.
Under the NACFOR Legacy
Fund bylaw, one-quarter of the
money NACFOR sets aside in the
Legacy Fund has to be used in the
corridor from Arrow Park south to
Edgewood.
Accordingly, the Burton
Community Association is going to
receive $15,000, while the Arrow
Park community association will
get $4,500.

SD 10 superintendent’s report: A ‘normal’ back-to-school this fall?
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

COVID rules changing?

A year after the spread of
the COVID-19 virus disrupted
school districts (and the world), the
provincial Ministry of Education
had some hopeful news for students,
families and their employees.
SD 10 Superintendent Terry
Taylor says officials were recently
updated by senior bureaucrats
regarding planning for next
September.
“Districts have been advised that
based on public health guidance,
the ministry is planning for Stage
1 – In Class Instruction, most likely
without cohorts in September,” she
told trustees at a March 9 board
meeting. “Public Health assessment
is that by that time, the majority
of COVID vaccinations will have
been administered and rates of
transmission are anticipated to be
very low.”
Additional health and safety
restrictions will likely be added to
the current phase one plans, she
added.
There’s even the possibility that
there may be graduation ceremonies
this summer, “as Public Health
and the ministry are looking at
controlled gatherings with strict
health and safety guidelines,” she
said.
However, schools are being
u rg e d t o m a k e a l t e r n a t i v e
arrangements for grad ceremonies,
given there’s no way to predict
where public health orders are going
to be a few months from now.
“Similarly, the ministry is
working with Public Health on
school sport and community sport
guidelines and anticipate updated
guidelines to be developed,” she

told trustees.
Further information will be
provided to districts enabling
planning for the next school year in
the coming months.

After-school childcare

As part of the federal Safe
Return to Class funding, the school
district will be offering free afterschool childcare focused on arts
and sports at Edgewood, Burton and
Nakusp Elementary school, as well
as Lucerne in New Denver.
“We are excited to be able to
provide these supportive afterschool learning opportunities and
childcare for our K-7 students and
families through this year’s COVID
funding,” Taylor told the board.
Each school principal and vice
principal has led the work reaching
out to K-7 parents to assess interest
and need at their schools, and have
contacted local artists and sports
and recreation folk to create exciting
after school programs.
The district will also provide
late bus transportation and healthy
snacks to support greater equity and
access to these programs designed

to foster physical and mental wellbeing for students.
For secondary students, the
district’s mental health outreach
coordinator has created programs
for Lucerne and NSS secondary
students – small groups and anime
are the two areas of support.
All after-school programs will
be offered in compliance with
school COVID safety plans.

There could be fewer students
in SD 10 schools in two year’s time,
according to the school board’s data
models.
Taylor told trustees the school
district annually submits enrolment
projections for the coming three

years to the ministry. Early funding
grants levels are set based on those
projections.
The numbers show a drop in the
next three years, from 524 students
today to 469 next September. By
September 2022 that drops further
to 440 students.
The number of students with
unique needs remains the same
(8%). The number of aboriginal
learners falls slightly (from 20
to 18%). The biggest drop is in
distance learning, projected for
about 10 less students, which is
down about one-quarter.
“Enrolment projections have
proven to be relatively accurate
most years, though second and third
year projections are less reliable,”
cautioned Taylor. “Projections can
also change – they are our best
estimate based on what we know in
early February.”
Meanwhile, the district saw
a small bump in the number of
students attending school or distant
learning through SD 10 in the last
month. The biggest increase was in
distance learning students.

Services is opening a workshop where
people with barriers to employment
will refurbish or repair donated items
or turn them into new products. They
will then sell these items in a new
store. Participants will gain training
and work experience in a socially
inclusive setting.
“Offering people the opportunity
to actively participate in valued roles
in the community helps increase their
sense of belonging and acceptance,”

said Christiana Samai, Social Venture
Coordinator with the Arrow and
Slocan Lakes Community Services.
“This leads to a better quality of life
and a happier, healthier and more
inclusive community.”
ASLCS also received $55,125 to
expand its men’s outreach program.
North Kootenay Lake Community
Services received $23,250 to offer
‘Parenting during a Pandemic,’ a
weekly early years program.

Nakusp childcare centre
news

Demolition of the two old
portables at NES will begin over
spring break, Taylor told trustees.
The Request for Proposals for the
project will be released for bids
March 9 and open until April 6.
Construction is planned to start in
mid-April and be at lock-up and
rough-in by fall 2021.

Lowering enrolment?

Local community services organizations receive CBT funding
submitted
The Columbia Basin Trust has
announced the most recent recipients
of its Social Grants Program, and both
Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community
Services and North Kootenay Lake
Community Services are on the list.
People in Nakusp and area with
unwanted furniture or appliances
will soon be able to put them to good
use, thanks to $142,215 from CBT.
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community
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Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services will be opening a workshop and store with support from Columbia Basin Trust.
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Kaslo council, March 9: Parks issues dominate council meeting
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Unapproved trail art
prompts warning

Kaslo Village council would like
aspiring artists to know volunteer
installations of art on local public
trails is frowned upon.
An installation of copper art –
coiled pipe, metal pieces and found
objects that had been placed along
the River Trail South sometime in
the late fall—was found to be afoul
of the rules.
“Council does appreciate public
art and wanting to showcase our
talented artisans,” says Councillor
Molly Leathwood, the chair of
council’s Parks, Trails and Arts
Committee. “We have worked over
the last few years to promote art in the
village but we do need to ensure that
we protect the natural environment
and that people understand that
Village property does require
permission to install.”
Someone removed the art
recently, after a resident complained
about the unapproved installation and
before the committee formally issued
a directive to staff to remove it.

Saving Front Park trees

A plan to clear the brush and 18
mature Norway maple trees from
Front Street Park as part of the park
project has been revamped, much to
the relief of at least one concerned
citizen.
Lynn van Deursen was concerned
when she heard the strip of land on
the west side of the park was going

to be cleared out to “maximize the
usable space in Front Street Park
and install utilities,” according to
a staff report. They were going to
be replaced with new trees and
landscaping.
However, a new plan that allows
most of the existing trees to remain
has the stage further away from the
west property line and service lines
trenched to connect at the front of
the stage.
“This would [still] involve
removal of four or five of the trees
with professional advice,” said Chief
Administrative Officer Ian Dunlop
in a report. “Planting new trees and
landscaping in the park would be of
native species in consultation with
the design committee.”
The report cautions that shifting
the stage to save the trees could result
in “the loss of some spectator area
and useful space for the Saturday
Market or other park events.”
The revised plans will be reviewed
by the committee overseeing the
park’s design, and the Village’s Parks,
Trails, and Arts Committee.
“I think it’s the right approach,”
van Deursen told council in the public
comment period.
Meanwhile, work continues in
preparation of full-scale construction
this spring. A new fence will be
constructed inside the property line,
which will run on the other side of
the trees. For now, a temporary fence
is in place. The storage shed, bike
rack, garbage bins, bench, table and
windbreak have been removed.

Debate over outdoor
learning structure

A request to build a kind of
gazebo at an abandoned landfill site
near town prompted some lively
debate at council.
In February, teachers Sarah
Pollick and Molly Leathwood
(also a Village councillor) from JV
Humphries School asked council for
permission to build a “community
outdoor learning structure” by the
Upper Bike Park in Kaslo.
But staff weren’t keen on the
idea.
“There are a few concerns
about this site that make it less
desirable than other potential park
sites in the Village,” said a report
to council. “Construction on top of
a former landfill is not generally
recommended, although the structure
would not require a deep foundation.
But the remoteness of the site is
also a concern, in that it could be
a maintenance issue. The structure
could not be limited exclusively to
educational purposes because use
of the facility cannot be monitored
or controlled, with the potential for
vandalism or undesirable loitering.”
The new asset would also have to
be maintained as a Village asset, and
ultimately doesn’t meet the criteria
for parks use.
Councillor Molly Leathwood
defended the proposal. “We were
looking at this not just for educational
purposes. We were looking at this
as a community structure everyone
can use, everyone who uses the

Kaslo student wins $5,000 scholarship
by Jan McMurray
Kaslo’s Emma LeCouffe has won
a $5,000 Horatio Alger Canadian
Scholarship.
Horatio Alger scholarships are
awarded annually to deserving high
school students in financial need who
have overcome significant adversity
while demonstrating strength of
character, strong academics, a
commitment to pursuing higher
education as well as a desire to
contribute to society. Emma is one
of 170 recipients across Canada
this year.
“I am incredibly grateful to
receive the Horatio Alger scholarship,
and I am so thankful for all of the
people who helped me get to where
I am today,” Emma said in an
interview.
In November 2019, Emma’s
father was diagnosed with cancer.
Her parents stayed in Kelowna for
two months while her father received
treatment, while Emma stayed home
to continue with school and her
other activities. “Our family was
thrown into a world of stress and
uncertainty,” she said.
Thankfully, in July 2020, the
family was notified that Emma’s
father was cancer free. “We are so
grateful to friends, family and our
community who supported us during
this time. Above all else, we learned
to cherish the time we have with our
loved ones because this life is so very
precious,” Emma said.

Emma plans to pursue postsecondary education this fall, but
is torn between three programs:
Bioengineering at McGill,
Quantitative Biology at McGill,
and Knowledge Integration at the
University of Waterloo.
“Through education in STEAM
I am keen to learn the skills that are
needed to create a meaningful impact
on the planet, with hopes to someday

work with a team on innovative
solutions to climate change,” she
said.
The scholarship is given to those
who are committed to furthering
their education, but also who want
to contribute to their community and
society. At JVH, Emma is involved in
student parliament, the green team,
leadership education, and organizing
a K-12 STEAM Fair. Outside of

trail,” she said during the meeting.
“And I’m not clear why the concern
is about loitering if a suggestion is
made to build something the same at
another location… people can loiter
there, too.
“As for building on an old
landfill, wasn’t the soil disturbed
when they built the bike park?” she
continued. “Would there be that
much more disturbance to build the
structure we’re proposing?”
A partnering group could also
help with maintenance, she added.
“Further planning and analysis
should be conducted if council
wishes to pursue the proposal at this
location further,” staff concluded.
The matter was referred back to
staff to look into the issues further
with proponents.

Sewer parcel tax

Council gave staff the go-ahead
to continue work on implementing
a new parcel tax for sewer services.
The new charge would match the
water parcel tax charge now currently
in place, and will be used to build up
reserves for maintenance work on
the sewer system. Implementing a
new parcel tax isn’t a rubber-stamp
process. A panel called a roll board
was formed (featuring the mayor
and several councillors) to hear any
concerns about the tax’s impact on
specific properties. The tax will likely
mirror the current water tax, at about
$1 a foot, to a maximum of $120
per property. Staff were directed to
prepare the parcel tax roll and write
up the necessary bylaws for council
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to consider at its next meeting.

Periwinkle extra land
nixed

A request from Periwinkle for
changes to its property line was
rejected. The daycare wanted a few
meters outside the area they lease
from the Village for a children’s
eating area. Last fall, tweaks to their
property lines were granted, to allow
them to build a fence and rationalize
their outdoor play space for children.
“We’ve already increased their
space at no extra charge,” said Mayor
Hewat. “I am going to move that
there be no change to the existing
lease area.”
The motion passed.

Downtown street patios
a go

Restaurants will get the 50%
reduced rate to use downtown
parking spaces for patios again this
year. The regular rate is $550 and
the reduced rate is $225 per parking
space occupied.

Licence renewal

Kaslo’s aerodrome is going to
have an anchor tenant for another five
years. Council approved extending
the BC Wildfire Service’s licence
of occupation at a cost of $1 per
year. Not much, but councillors note
there’s a greater public benefit of
having the facility near the Village
in the event of a wildfire in the area.

Since
Since1986
1986

school, she is a volunteer coach at
the local Jackrabbits Cross Country
Ski program and volunteers at the
Kaslo and District Public Library.
“I am super excited to get involved
on campus next year and make
meaningful contributions to my new
community,” she said.
The scholarship application
involved answering four essay
questions and providing a reference.

Figments has Easter
Chocofellar treats, and new
spring bonnets too!
Open Tuesday-Saturday.
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials
Kaslo’s Emma LeCouffe has won a $5,000 Horatio Alger Canadian Scholarship.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION!
Koots Kids Clothing Store, 222 Lake Ave.,
Silverton General Store. Used clothing
and footwear accepted. Open Tues., Thurs.
and Sat. 11am-3pm or by appointment.
Call 250-505-4610. Follow “Koots Kids
Clothing Store” on Facebook.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY to
live your dream and own your own business.
Become the proud owner of the Valley Voice
and a quaint building on the main street of New
Denver. The newspaper business can provide
a modest living for you and your family, and
wonderful community connections. If you
are so inclined, we would love to show you
the ropes and stay as long or as little as you
need us. We have absolutely loved our life as
newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833501-1700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment Program, where you
will receive ongoing business training and
coaching and usually financial support while
you start your business. To learn more call 2653674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self-Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THE KASLO GOLF COURSE
RESTAURANT is available for lease for the
2021 season. The kitchen is very clean and well
equipped, providing an excellent opportunity
to offer a dining experience to golfers and
the folk in Kaslo who have supported this
beautiful location so well in the past. Indoor
seating capacity of 65 plus outdoor seats
lends to economical compliance with Covid
spacing restrictions. Visit: http://kaslogolf.org/
lease-opportunity Very reasonable lease rates.
Questions? Please email Kaslogolfclub@
gmail.com or call 250-353-3479.

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$12.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

CLASSIFIED ADS
COMING EVENTS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the
Area H North TV Society will be held at
2 pm on Monday, March 29, 2021 at the
gazebo in Centennial Park, New Denver,
BC. All welcome.
THE NEW DENVER & AREA
Community Hamper Society will hold
its AGM on Saturday April 24 at 1:30
pm. If you wish to attend, please email
newdenverhampersociety@gmail.com or
call 358-7787 and leave a contact number.
AS THE SNOW RECEDES, Spring
Clean-up is underway in backyards all
over our community. The Kohan Reflection
Garden is also ready for a spring spruce
up. You are invited to join the Slocan Lake
Garden Society in the Garden on April 10
and 11 from 9 am to 4 pm. Bring a rake,
gloves and a mask. If you wish to join us
for hot soup lunch, bring your own bowl
and spoon. There will be disposable masks
and soup bowls available.

FOR RENT

FURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT in
shared house with one quiet person in
downtown New Denver. Prefer long-term
renter with references and secure income.

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Utilities and internet included. Small
friendly dog negotiable. $850/mo. (250)
358-2655.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located in
Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE!
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-5518505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.

HELP WANTED

VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT and Golf
is looking for clubhouse employees. Full- and
part-time April-October. Must be willing to
work some weekends. Must have FoodSafe

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
– Bulk Ordering –
Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

AGRICULTURE

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

West Kootenay
Appliance Repair
Steve – 250-505-0644

westkootenayappliancerepair@gmail.com

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU
Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?
We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Current Hours:
Wednesday – Saturday
11 am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday –
Tuesday
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and Serving it Right certificates. Duties
include cooking, cleaning, counter customer
service for food and golf. Cooking experience
and knowledge of golf an asset. Shifts do not
match up with bus service. Send resume with
references to: info@golfvalleyview.ca.
HOME CARE WORKER - 67-year-old
man from New Denver area looking for
home care, part-time. 250-358-2756.
HOME CARE WORKER - 67-year-old
woman from Kaslo area looking for home
care, part-time. 250-358-2756.
GARDEN & GREENHOUSE Assistant
Manager wanted to help plant and
maintain the garden and greenhouse
at Lucerne School. Approx. 3 hours/
week April-November. $22/hour. Email
a letter of application outlining your
relevant experience by April 1 at 5 pm to:
hcsnorthslocanvalley@gmail.com.
THE PINE RIDGE WATER Utility
Society (PRWUS) located outside of Kaslo
is seeking a Maintenance Supervisor, as
well as a backup Supervisor, to monitor
and maintain our community water system.
Wage: $30 an hour/2 hours weekly. For
a detailed description of the duties, go to
our website https://sites.google.com/site/

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358 - 6806
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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pineridgewater. Letters of interest can be
sent to: prwus.info@gmail.com. Deadline:
March 31, 2021.

LOST

HEARING AID lost between Nakusp,
New Denver and Slocan. Reward. 250355-2252.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo,
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t
get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for all the things taken from the
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass,
and numerous other things. Please return,
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for people who have witnessed:
heavy machinery driving on our septic
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
THE NAZIS had a phrase which they used
in order to cover all abuses by the state: “Für
ihre sicherheit.” Meaning, what we do is
“for your safety.” Sound familiar?

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE WANTED

LOCAL FAMILY looking to purchase
lakefront cabin or lot on Whatshan Lake.
250-307-8375 or convergence101@
hotmail.com.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

THE KASLO OUTDOOR
RECREATION and Trails Society is
soliciting qualified, professional mountain
bike trail-building contractors to submit
a proposal for a multi-year construction
project. Those interested should contact us

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

via email: bikekaslo@gmail.com or visit
www.kaslomountainbikeclub.com for more
information.

SERVICES

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT Wood,
Electric & Oil specialist: sales, installations,
service inspection & consultations. Duct
cleaning & sanitizing; Ductwork, Chimneys,
Oil tank removals, BC ventilation solutions &
HRV design and installations. K.F. Kootenay
Furnace Ltd. 250-355-0088.
JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or
email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.
NORTH LAKES ARBORIST/Tree
Service/Kaslo to Nakusp - Professional
Certified faller, ITA and ISA Arborist,
Dangerous Tree Assessor. Specializing in
technical tree removal, Tree care, storm
relief, wood chipping, milling. WorkSafeBC,
commercial liability insurance. Honest, fair
price, free quote! northlakearborist.ca; 250551-2422; Caleb Hotte, owner/operator.
SATELLITE TV & INTERNET installation, service & repair: Starlink, Xplornet,
Shaw, Telus, Bell; home & business, audio/
video systems, wifi networks, cell boosters,
repeaters, off-air TV - quality expertise: TJF
WORKS - James 250-505-8392
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February’s cold weather snap broke a few daily records

by John Boivin, Local Journalism Initiative
reporter
February’s weather was, well, Februaryish, say the forecasters at the Southeast Fire
Centre in Castlegar.
“January’s warm and wet conditions
continued into early February before a
modified Arctic airmass pushed into the area
from the north and east bringing a stretch
of roughly 10 days of colder-than-average
temperatures and generally snow-free
conditions,” says a summary of the month’s
weather issued by the centre.
Three new daily minimum temperature
records were set during this period (on the
11th, 12th, and 13th) in the -12°C to -16°C
degree range. However, the monthly record
low temperature of -21.5°C set in 2014 still
stands.

The cool weather also meant not a lot
of rain or snow fell during that period, with
precipitation totals coming in at 30% below
average. Again, however, no records were
broken by the dry spell. The greatest amount
of precipitation on record for the month of
February is a little over four times what was
measured last month (162.7 mm in 1979).
At the other extreme, on the low end, less
than one quarter of last month’s total was
seen in 2005.
It was generally cooler as well. The mean
monthly temperature of -1.9 was 1.8 degrees
lower than average.
There is usually slightly more rain than
snow during the month of February, but this
year’s below-average temperatures meant
snow was the more frequent precipitation
type, forecasters say.

WANTED

THE TWO VALHALLA PARK Rangers
are looking for a house to sit for June to
September. Phone Bruce 250-231-8738.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

K&A

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior
renovation needs:
- Complete Drywall
Services

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Wired by Alex

SOLID
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca

47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Winter Hours
10 – 5 Mon – Sat Nov – Feb
Closed Sundays & Long Weekends

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
muralsbytim@gmail.com

Scarlett’s Electric

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

Crane Service

(250) 358-7922

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

mobile

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CONSTRUCTION,
LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS
Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278
• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

www.manciaconstruction.ca

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

River Bardati
250-354-9535

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY
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Kootenay Lake Local Conservation Fund provides funding to eight projects
submitted
The Kootenay Lake Local
Conservation Fund (KLLCF)
distributed $71,000 among eight
different projects this year.
Established by a referendum
in 2014, the KLLCF is an
RDCK service for Kootenay
Lake Electoral Areas A, D and E.
Residents in these electoral areas
pay a parcel tax of $15/per year
towards this dedicated fund for
conservation projects within the
service area. On average, the fund
contributes $65,000-$75,000 per

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

year to project grants. The RDCK
works in partnership with the
Kootenay Conservation Program
to administer the fund.
This year’s funding went to:
the Friends of the Lardeau River
($11,000) for the Grizzly Bear
Coexistence Solutions project,
to fund the purchase of electrical
fences in semi-rural/urban areas
to prevent bears from foraging on
residential gardens and livestock;
the Valhalla Wilderness Society
($6,000) for the western toad
project at Fish/Bear Lakes on
Hwy 31A; the British Columbia
Conservation Foundation ($5,000)
for habitat restoration for beavers
along the Duncan Lardeau River
floodplains; Living Lakes Canada
($7,500) for the North Kootenay
Lake Water Monitoring Project,

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

which recently rebranded as
Kootenay Watershed Science; the
Kootenay Native Plant Society
($7,500) for its Wildflowers for
Pollinators project to support
the conservation of native
pollinators (bees and butterflies)
and plants (wildflowers); the
Cottonwood Lake Preservation
Society ($10,000) to secure land
for conservation of Cottonwood
Lake near Nelson; the Friends
of Kootenay Lake Stewardship
Society ($10,000) for the Harrop
wetland restoration monitoring and
assessment project at Sunshine Bay
Regional Park; and the Wildlife
Conservation Society of Canada
($14,000) for bat conservation
and the battle against White Nose
Syndrome (an invasive fungal
disease that has reduced many bat

EDUCATION

colonies).
“For our communities, these
are very important projects that
make a direct impact on the natural
environment we value,” said
Ramona Faust, RDCK Electoral
Area E Director. “The contribution
through taxation has leveraged two
to five times the funds coming to
the region and has been integral to
continue conservation efforts in our
own backyard.”
Each year proposals are
reviewed by a team of volunteers,
known as the Technical Review
Committee (TRC), who are local
experts in their field, including
biologists, environmental scientists,
and forestry professionals. This
group provides recommendations
to the RDCK Directors in the
KLLCF service areas (Area A, D

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Tuesday

THRU

Friday

– By Appointment –

358-7769

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

FOOD SAVERS MUSIC LESSONS

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

and E) based on technically sound
projects with scientific merit, which
can make an impact and address
important issues or problems in the
area. From there the three directors
make the final decision on which
projects will move forward to the
board for final approval.
As co-administrator for
the program, the Kootenay
Conservation Program hosts the
TRC meeting and prepares the
recommendations, meets with
the area directors, and tracks the
project reporting. Once funding
is approved by the board, the
development team prepares service
agreements and each project will
receive 80% of the grant up front.
The remaining 20% is held back
until an interim and final report are
submitted.

For more than 70 years,
Tupperware’s thoughtfully
designed, made-to-last products
have been helping people find
solutions for their everyday needs!
Contact Susan Wilson
Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751
www.susanwilson.my.tupperware.ca
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues.

REAL ESTATE GIFTS
SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca
250-365-9640
Proud to serve the
Slocan
Valley!

“Experience that Moves”
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Water Hub is the new home for Columbia Basin water data
submitted
Communities and decision
makers in the Columbia Basin
can now have easy access to
the important information
they need for watershed
management in an era of
climate change. The Columbia
Basin Water Hub is a new
open source online platform
for storing water-related data
collected throughout the
Columbia Basin region.
Climate change impacts

on Columbia Basin water
resources have been
documented in numerous
reports dating back to 2006.
Last June, the University of
British Columbia published
a 30-year study suggesting
the glacier-melt contributions
in the Canadian Columbia
Basin have already passed
peak water, exacerbating
a regional climate-driven
trend to decreased summer
streamflows.

“The Columbia Basin
Water Hub allows for groups
within the Columbia Basin
to house water data in a
central location to support
the development of a Basinwide, water balance approach
needed for subsequent water
budgeting as hydrological
flows continue to be
impacted,” said Living Lakes
Canada Executive Director
Kat Hartwig. “We need to
make sure that we’re working

collaboratively to address
fresh water protection and the
Water Hub is a key organizing
component of this.”
A water stewardship nonprofit organization that is
based and operates primarily
in the Columbia Basin region,
Living Lakes Canada (LLC)
initiated the Water Hub
project in response to a 2017
Columbia Basin Trust report
that pointed to the need for a
coordinated monitoring effort

and central data repository to
fill important water data gaps
in the Columbia Basin region.
LLC organized a conference in
late 2017 that was attended by
water data experts from across
North America and began
the collaborative approach to
determining the best solution
for water data collection,
analysis, sharing and storage
– a process that involved
volunteer and paid steering
committee members, various

submitted
On Friday, March 19,
Nelson youth and students
lead a COVID-friendly climate
action rally and march that
drew a crowd of about 100
participants. The event featured
small groups of masked people
dispersed around the city to
avoid any large gatherings.
People of all ages chanted,
danced and waved signs to
bring awareness to the global
climate crises, especially how it
affects the younger generations.
The young leaders of
the rally are part of the local
Fridays for Future (FFF)
group affiliated with the
international movement started

by Swedish climate activist
Greta Thunberg. They hold a
small vigil every Friday outside
Nelson City Hall, but organized
this larger rally in coordination
with similar events held around
the world on Friday.
“We were very pleased
with the turnout and enthusiasm
today,” said FFF leader and
rally coordinator Jaime Hunter.
“Our plan to have many small
groups spread around Nelson
worked out great, and gave a
lot of visibility to the climate
crises we all face.”
Hunter, who is also the cofounder of the Stop Ecocide
Canada campaign, has been
coordinating climate rallies in

Nelson for several years now.
“We need everyone to work
together to bring about lasting
and meaningful change,” he

says. “It was exciting to see so
many people out on the street
working to make that happen.”
To learn more and get

involved with FFF or Stop
Ecocide Canada, contact Jamie
Hunter at Jamie.Hunter@
stopecocide.ca

Nelson Fridays For Future Youth organize march for global climate strikes

New name and new direction
for the economic Trust of the
Southern Interior
The Southern Interior
Development Initiative Trust
(SIDIT) has changed its name to
ETSI-BC, the Economic Trust of
the Southern Interior.
“This simpler name clarifies
our mandate and signals our new
direction and fresh approach. It
aligns us more closely with other
economic trusts in the province,”
says Laurel Douglas, CEO.
And it’s not just a name
change. Since stepping into the
role in May 2020, Laurel and her
team have developed a new set of
strategic pillars, and have carried
out a full review and overhaul
of the organization’s funding
programs and business processes.
They engaged with more than
400 stakeholders from 15 diverse
stakeholder groups to understand
their priorities and needs, and to
identify ways that the Trust can
contribute to their success.
“ETSI-BC is committed to
collaboration with the economic
development practitioners,

business and innovation support
organizations, industry groups
and post-secondary institutions in
the region. We will provide value
to the economic development
ecosystem in the Southern
Interior in many new ways,”
says Douglas.
ETSI-BC aims to act as a
catalyst to help build economic
development capacity, especially
in the region’s smaller and First
Nations communities. They
will work with their partners
to support business resilience,
innovation and growth, to
develop human capital and
entrepreneurship, and encourage
key sector development and the
shift to a net zero economy.
The organization has four
funding streams and is currently
offering grants for building
economic development capacity,
with a deadline of March 30.
There will be numerous grant
application intakes launched
throughout the year.

We have moved
down to the mall
during our Hall Street
Renovations!!!

On Friday, March 19, Nelson youth and students lead a COVID-friendly climate action rally and march that drew a crowd of about 100 participants.

50% off
on Aravon
shoes

1150 Lakeside Drive • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622
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agencies, industry, academia
and community organizations
with the participation and
collaboration of First Nations.
This past winter, iterative
testing of the database
with different user groups
from around the Basin
was finalized, and data
governance was defined to
ensure provincial and national
metadata standards will be
met. Water-related data can
be submitted by communitybased monitoring groups or
by municipal, regional or First
Nations governments, and
industry. Data can be linked to
any existing databases that are
available openly online. The
Water Hub will also be one of
the hosts of the main database
for foreshore integrated
management planning data
collected in partnership
with the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans. If your
organization is interested
in sharing data or resources
with the Water Hub, please
contact Database Manager
Santiago Botero at santiago@
livinglakescanada.ca.
To learn more visit https://
livinglakescanada.ca/project/
columbia-basin-water-hub/.
Visit the Water Hub at
https://cbwaterhub.ca/.

Professional fitting,
expert service.
www.vincedevito.com
www.facebook.com/
pages/Vince-DeVitosSpecialty-Footwear-LTD
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Snowpack growth eases as forecasters watch La Niña
by John Bovin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Snowpack levels across most of
British Columbia were slightly down
as of the first half of March – though
that may not be an indicator of a mild
freshet this spring.
“The provincial average for
all [automated recording station]
locations decreased slightly from
114% on March 1 to 112% for March
15,” said the Province’s mid-month
snow survey bulletin.
In the West Kootenay, the snow
basin average is 110% of normal (in
2020 it was 121%).
Several storm systems affected
the coastal areas and northern regions
of BC over the first half of March,
while the Southern Interior remained
relatively dry, forecasters say.
West Kootenay snow measuring
stations show a wide variation, from
89% of normal at Char Creek (near
Salmo) to 106% at Koch Creek in the
Slocan Valley, to 117% at St. Leon’s

Creek near Nakusp.
By March 15, on average, nearly
90% of the total seasonal snowpack
has accumulated.

As for the spring freshet, a lot
depends on how the La Nina plays
out over the coming months – a South
Pacific Ocean weather effect that
started kicking in last fall.
“Historically, La Niña conditions
create cooler temperatures for British
Columbia and wetter weather in the
South Coast and Vancouver Island
during the winter and early spring
months,” the forecasters note. “Due
to cooler temperatures during spring
months, La Niña conditions often
result in continued snow accumulation
and delayed snow melt.”
In the Southern Interior, the
weather effect tends to increase the
snowpack by 10 to 17 percentage
points on average. Recent La Niña
years have resulted in significant
flooding, including 2017, 2012 and
2011.
“The combination of a high March
1 snowpack, La Niña conditions

that will persist through spring, and
seasonal weather forecasts that predict
cooler and wetter conditions for the
province means an elevated risk for
freshet-related flooding,” says the
River Forecast Centre.
However, they caution that
snowpack is also only one factor
related to freshet flood risk, with
weather conditions in watersheds
affecting local runoff conditions.
“Conversely, high snowpack does
not typically lead to flooding without
significant contributing weather
during the snow melt season,” it notes.
The River Forecast Centre
monitors and makes predictions
on river behaviours based on
measurements taken from hundreds of
automated and staffed snow measuring
stations across the province. Each
month, the snow bulletin updates the
public on snow conditions.
We’ll find out more in a few
weeks, when the next snow bulletin
is issued. The centre says April 1
is considered the benchmark report
to compare snowpacks to historical
years.

submitted
Public engagement is an integral
part of the Columbia Basin Trust
Community Initiatives and Affected
Areas Program Funding (CIP/AAP)
process. Normally, public input into
the grant awards would be received at
community meetings held throughout
the region every April. However, due
to the ongoing restrictions on public
gatherings, the online engagement
tool will be utilized again this year
to ensure the grant process moves
forward. This tool will allow the
public to provide their feedback on
proposed projects for the area in
which they live.
In 2020, the online engagement
tool was very successful as a total
of 4,730 entries were received. Once
the public engagement period was

complete, all feedback was shared
with the adjudication committee of
each of the 20 RDCK jurisdictions
(11 electoral areas and nine
municipalities) for their review and
consideration. The adjudication
committees then provided their
recommendations to the RDCK board
of directors.
Please note the online engagement
tool is not a voting system, but a
way for the public to provide the
feedback on projects they feel are
most important to the area they live in.
The public engagement period
will be from March 29 at 8 am to April
9 at 4:30 pm.
To participate in the public
engagement process, please visit the
RDCK website at www.rdck.ca/cipaap on or after March 29.

La Niña a key factor

Public input sought for CBT Community
Initatives and Affected Areas Program

