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100% Locally Owned & Operated

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The proposal to build a year-
round ski, hiking and mountain 
biking resort east of New Denver 
is moving to the next stage of the 
application process.

The proponents of the Zincton 
resort project have been told by the 
BC government’s Mountain Resorts 
Branch that they can begin work on 
a formal proposal document to detail 
the project’s scope and impacts on 
the environment.

“We appreciate recognition of 
our industry-leading approach to net-
positive impact,” said David Harley, 
the lead investor in the Zincton Lift 
Company. He added regulators 
recognized “…our commitment 
to divert 1% of ski revenue to 
assist in remediating the 120-year-
old Retallack mining district, our 
partnership with Silversmith Power 
and Light to deliver ‘certified green’ 
climate-neutral electricity, and our 
forward-thinking village planning.”

The Zincton resort proposal 
would see a 30-hectare ski village 
built just off Highway 31A east of 
New Denver, and development of 
lift-serviced access into thousands 
of hectares of alpine backcountry.

Last May, the public had a 
chance to weigh in on the proposal. 
The government’s Mountain 
Resorts Branch received over 3,000 
comments for and against the project, 
prompting tweaking of the resort 
plans (see story, Page 9).

Zincton gets go-ahead for next stage of resort planning
“Based on the feedback received 

from the agencies, First Nations, 
stakeholders and public during the 
referral and comment period, the 
Province considers the Zincton 
proposal (Expression of Interest) to 
be a feasible concept and has invited 
the proponent to advance to the next 
stage of the process and submit a 
formal proposal,” a spokesperson for 
the Mountain Resorts Branch said.

The Zincton Lift Company, 
as Harley’s group is called, will 
now work on the formal proposal 
–addressing the concerns received 
through the public comment and 
review process, studying the site’s 
environmental, physical, social, and 
economic realities, and advancing 
and refining the preliminary concept 
to reflect those studies. 

“The Zincton project currently 
includes 18 different consultants and 
planners across all fields to ensure 
we accomplish our goal of pushing 
forward ‘high elevation, high latitude’ 
ultra-low-impact village standards – 
combined with an optimal blend of 
endless backcountry powder lines, 
lots of lift-serviced runs, ski-in/
ski-out residential opportunities, 
and outstanding owner/operator 
amenities in the village,” Harley told 
the Valley Voice.

The work to be done includes 
an environmental  inventory, 
identification of potential impacts, 
potential mitigation strategies and 
associated best practices. They also 
have to describe their efforts to 

engage and build relationships with 
impacted First Nations, including 
how they will address issues raised 
by them.

The scope of this work is now 
being finalized by the provincial 
government.

The formal proposal (and, if 
successful, the subsequent master 
planning stage) will see more details 
on the resort’s ski lift plans, staging 
and support facilities, parking 
and accommodations (including a 
backcountry lodge). They’ll also 
flesh out construction plans, with 
emphasis on the first phase of work.

When the provincial government 
receives the formal proposal, it will 
coordinate a provincial inter-agency, 
First Nations and local government 
review as outlined in the All-Seasons 
Resort Policy (ASRP). There will be 
a chance for more public comment.

“ T h e  a l l - s e a s o n  r e s o r t 
development planning process is 
characterized by complex planning 
requirements and understanding 
o f  v a r i o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l , 
soc ioeconomic  and  marke t 
conditions,” the government 
spokesperson told the Valley 
Voice. “The ASRP provides for a 

comprehensive, progressive, multi-
stage resort development planning 
process whereby each stage informs 
requirements before proceeding to a 
subsequent stage. 

“At each stage of the planning 
process, including a formal proposal, 
there is an opportunity for public 
review and comment.”

The three stages of the process 
are: expression of interest, formal 
proposal, and master plan.

There’s no set deadline as to 
when the Zincton Lift Company’s 
formal proposal will be delivered to 
government regulators.

The modular at Winlaw School that will house the K-1 class, before- and after-school child care spaces, and offices for activities such as counselling 
and art therapy have been installed. SD 8 Superintendent Christine Perkins reports that the project is nearing completion. “The services installation 

is complete and the exterior design is finalized,” she said, “and the construction of the walkway to and from the school, as well as stairs and 
accessibility to the modular will commence soon. We are looking forward to concluding this project soon, which we could not have done without the 

generous support of the Ministry of Children & Family Development, the Ministry of Education, Columbia Basin trust and many others.”
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by Jan McMurray
Public comments on proposed 

BC Timber Sales cutblocks in the 
Lardeau and Duncan Valleys, close 
to mountain caribou habitat, are due 
on February 12.

“It’s crucial for people to answer 
the call for comments and stop 
this logging,” said Craig Pettitt of 
the Valhalla Wilderness Society. 
“Some of the planned cutblocks 

Public comment period on Lardeau and Duncan cutblocks closes February 12
come within 220 metres of recent 
caribou locations, according to 
the government’s own data. The 
plans would push clearcuts into our 
proposed Selkirk Mountain Caribou 
Park.”

BCTS is advertising three 
cutblocks in Lake Creek in the 
Lardeau Valley and three cutblocks 
in Duncan River, on the west 
side of Duncan Lake. A ministry 

spokesperson reports that one of the 
Lake Creek blocks (006) has been 
deferred and is not being further 
explored. The remaining two (002 
and 007) are planned to be sold in 
2023-24. The three Duncan blocks 
are planned to be sold in 2022-23.

There are additional blocks in 
both the Lake Creek and Duncan 
River areas that were advertised for 
public comment in 2018, and are 
now going ahead. These (TA1587) 
are being sold in 2021, the ministry 
spokesperson said.

When asked about strategies to 
protect the caribou in these areas, the 
spokesperson said, “BCTS continues 
to work with biologists with caribou 
expertise, to develop strategies 
to ensure that our developments, 
throughout its various stages, align 
with caribou values. BCTS has 
made substantial modifications to 
timber sale TA1587 and continues 
to practice adaptive management in 
light of emerging data.”

The BC government has been 
working on mountain caribou 
recovery for many years. The 2008 
Mountain Caribou Recovery Plan 
protected 2.2 million hectares of 
mountain caribou habitat from 
logging and road building, and 
closed about one million hectares 
of mountain caribou habitat to 
snowmobiling. However, mountain 
caribou populations have continued 
to decline. The federal government 
intervened in May 2018, and as 
a result, a new caribou recovery 
plan was negotiated, and signed in 
February 2020. When the draft of 
this new plan was presented at a 
public meeting in Nakusp in April 
2019, government representatives 

said that herd planning for the 
Central Selkirk herd was the next 
step. However, as of yet, this herd 
planning does not seem to have 
gotten off the ground, and no new 
protection for caribou has been 
legislated since 2008.

“So we’re still in limbo; it’s 
still talk and log,” Pettitt says. “As 
they talk about it, agencies like 
BCTS continue to log in and close 
to caribou habitat, and in areas that 
would be good recovery habitat for 
the caribou.”

Pettitt  says the proposed 
cutblocks in the Lake Creek and 
Duncan River areas are federally 
designated ‘matrix’ habitat – zones 
surrounding core caribou habitat. In 
the current caribou recovery plan, 
one of the goals is to provide some 
protection to matrix habitat. “But 
matrix habitat has no legal status 
at this point,” Pettitt says. “We 
are still going through the process 
of planning strategies to help the 
caribou. Everyone is tied up in the 
talk and log process.”

The ministry spokesperson 
confirmed that to date,  “no 
operational objectives for forestry 
have been established by government 
for ‘core’ or ‘matrix’ caribou habitat” 
besides the areas that were protected 
in the 2008 plan.

The Lake Creek and Duncan 
River blocks (both proposed and 
authorized) are in areas that are not 
protected in the 2008 plan. However, 
they are all in federally designated 
matrix habitat, just outside the 
protected area – within 175 metres 
to 2.5 kilometres of known caribou 
locations, Pettitt says.

“One of the blocks in the west 
Duncan is 80- to 100-year-old 
timber. It’s not quite old growth yet, 
but it’s close. This block is within 
2200 metres of telemetry points 
and habitat. It’s very low elevation, 
which the caribou have very little 
of. So as that forest matures, it’s 
very likely that caribou will start 
using that as low elevation habitat. 
But by putting a road in there and 

logging it, you’ve fragmented it and 
provided a highway for predators to 
move in. The government is putting 
money into bandaids such as killing 
predators and maternity pens, but 
they are still logging the habitat. 
We aren’t saying there can’t be any 
logging but we need to identify the 
key additional habitat that needs to 
be protected,” Pettitt said.

Comments on the BCTS logging 
proposal must be submitted in 
writing to: tko.ref@gov.bc.ca 
or BCTS Planning Forester, BC 
Timber Sales, Nelson Office, 1907 
Ridgewood Road, Nelson, BC, V1L 
6K1. Pettitt urges people to copy 
their comments to the new Minister 
of Forests, Katrine Conroy, and asks 
people to write to Minister Conroy 
in support of the Selkirk Mountain 
Caribou Park proposal (FLNR.
Minister@gov.bc.ca).

Free support 
to get your 
business online
by Jan McMurray

The Kootenay Association for 
Science and Technology (KAST) and 
Innovate BC, a Crown agency, are 
working together to support small and 
medium businesses to get online.

“We put businesses in touch with 
an advisor, who walks them through 
some questions and provides an action 
plan,” says Sandra Wear of Innovate 
BC. 

The process with the advisor is 
complimentary, she explains, but some 
of the recommendations in the action 
plan could involve hiring an expert.

Wear says they can match 
businesses to the expertise they 
need. “Let’s say a business doesn’t 
have a website,” she says. “We can 
connect that business with a website 
developer.”

The pilot project launched last 
September, and Wear says about 225 
companies have taken advantage of 
the program so far.

For more information, visit info.
innovatebc.ca/der3
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

30 years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
AT NIMC

Do you have an interest in history and/or working in the heritage 
or tourism sector? Do you enjoy meeting a variety of people? 
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for 
Museum Assistants and Collections Assistants to work 
at the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre (NIMC), a National 
Historic site. The NIMC is seeking people to fill both student 
and non-student positions, to start in May.
Student positions: Open to individuals between 15-30 years 
of age; 35 hours per week. Wage: $15.20/hour. 
Non-student positions: Flexible hours available from May to 
September; Wage: $17.00/hour. 
If interested, please submit a resume and cover letter to:
Village of New Denver, Attention: Catherine Allaway, CAO
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
Positions will remain posted until filled.  For more information, 
please contact the Village Office. All applicants are thanked 
for their interest – only those selected for an interview will be 
contacted. 

2021 UTILITY BILLINGS
Invoices for 2021 water and garbage charges have been mailed 
to property owners.  Payments can be made in person at the 
Village Office (cash, cheque or debit) or through Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union’s online banking.

Please note that a 5% penalty will be applied to all amounts 
that have not been paid by February 15th, 2021. An additional 
5% penalty will be applied to all amounts that remain unpaid 
at October 1st, 2021.

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The head of the Columbia Basin 
Trust says his organization has decided 
to take on the ‘last mile’ to help Slocan 
Valley residents connect to a high-
speed internet trunk line being built 
up the valley.

Trust CEO Johnny Strilaeff says 
the CBT board made the decision to 
tackle the problem of getting high-
speed connections to people’s homes 
in late 2020, at a review of the business 
plan for its subsidiary, Columbia Basin 
Broadband Corporation, building the 
$10 million fibre-optic line.

“It is a core, fundamental change 
to the business plan we have in place 
for our broadband venture,” he told the 
Valley Voice. “The ten-year business 
plan includes a financial commitment 
that is very, very significant – it’s in 
the eight figures. It’s in light of the 
increased cost and complexity of 
just moving from the backbone to 
bringing connectivity right to people’s 
doorsteps.”

The fibre-optic l ine,  f irst 
announced in March 2019, will see 
a high-speed ‘backbone’ for people 
living from Playmor Junction to 
past Nakusp, and is expected to be 
completed by 2022. However, how to 
get the connection from that backbone 
or trunk line to people’s homes has 
proved a bigger problem than first 
imagined, with some local leaders 
saying their communities didn’t have 
the capacity to install the necessary 

infrastructure (see “‘Last mile’ debate 
a Gordian knot in the fibre-optic 
cable,’ Valley Voice, November 19, 
2020).

“Our original business model was 
built around the Trust building the 
backbone, taking it to the doorstep 
of a community and supporting the 
community to build out the last-mile 
fibre to the home,” explains Strilaeff. 
“Whether it was the community or 
internet service providers, that would 
be the nature of the partnership. They 
would take it to the home.”

But he says while that model 
had worked in the past with larger 
communities, it faltered with the 
reality of the valley’s smaller, more 
isolated towns.

“How do you go to some of our 
more rural communities and, given the 
complexity and the cost of doing this 
work, realistically expect it to happen? 
We’re not blind to that,” says Strilaeff. 
“So we had to change course. If it’s 
going to get into some of our smaller 
communities, we have to play a role.”

It’s a massive upgrade in the 
size and scope of the project for 
the Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation. While numbers are 
still being crunched, Strilaeff says 
estimates put the final cost of 
connecting everyone in the Basin 
(including doing the same thing for 
a sister trunk-line project in the East 
Kootenay) in the nine-figure range. 
That’s over $100 million.

That’s not an amount the Trust can 

manage on its own.
“ To  m a k e  a n y  h e a d w a y 

whatsoever in connectivity it takes 
partnerships,” he says. “There is no 
single government, or organization, or 
internet provider that is going to do it 
on their own. Everybody needs to be at 
the table, to bring their expertise, their 
knowledge and resources.”

Strilaeff says the project has 
benefitted from good working 
relationships among the players so far.

“The leadership shown by the 
Regional District representatives is 
really quite extraordinary,” he says. 
“And they are really hearing it from 
constituents as you can imagine, the 
frustration is they very much want to 
see this prioritized.”

That push from an impatient public 
has the various parties cooperating to 
solve the problem.

“Partnerships are critical, it’s 
a requirement,” he says. “Without 
partnerships between levels of 
government, the Trust, ISPs, I worry 
we will not be able to achieve anything 
near the definition of success.”
“Not hard to solve”

Meanwhile,  Str i laeff  says 
planning on the initial project – 
building the trunk line – continues. 
The chief builder has been secured 
and key supply contracts have been 
signed. And despite “frustration” 
with the permitting process, work on 
installing the trunk line is expected to 
begin in the spring. 

Despite the roadblocks and 

frustrations, Strilaeff says he’s 
confident this piece of infrastructure 
will be built, bringing new economic 
opportunity to the region.

“You know, at the Trust we work 
on some really tough issues, and to be 
honest, some of the issues we want to 
address, we may not ever be able to 
fully resolve. 

“But this one is not hard to solve, 
this problem of connectivity. You have 
to have the right people at the table, 
the right expertise, of course it takes 
money, but it is absolutely solvable 
for generations. 

“And I think everybody recognizes 
that and we’re all willing to put a lot 
of energy into it, and because of that, 
this is a problem we can solve in a 
relatively short period of time.”
Not an ISP

While the Trust is doing the 
heavy lifting with the construction of 
the line and household connections, 
they won’t be the ones sending you 
a monthly internet bill in the future.

Strilaeff says neither government 
nor the Trust has plans to become an 
internet service provider (ISP). 

“No Regional District is aspiring 
to be an ISP,” he says. “And the Trust 
has no aspirations to be an ISP.

“We will in cases where there is 
no other option, but I am just not sure 
that will be the case because we have 
so many quality, experienced ISPs in 
the region.”

He says the Trust is creating the 
open-access infrastructure that will 
allow other companies to succeed as 
providers – whether they be private 
businesses or some sort of community 
service model, like in Kaslo.

“We want to put the highway 
in place, and the side roads, but we 
still need to work with the trucking 
companies to bring the product to the 
house,” he says. “What we want to do 
is put the infrastructure in place that 
allows them to deliver better service 
to you as the end user.”

S t r i l a e f f  s a y s  o n c e  t h e 
infrastructure is in place, local ISPs 
have “terrific business models and 
services to residents.”

“These ISPs exist and are 
doing great work,” he says. “But 
so many are constrained by the 
limited infrastructure in place. The 
barrier to many is just the cost and 
everything associated with putting the 
infrastructure in place.”

Columbia Basin Trust picks up ‘last mile’ portion of fibre-optic project

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The growth of the snowpack 
slowed a lot in the high-mountain 
country of the West Kootenay in 
January.

“The start and finish of January 
were completely opposite with 
respect to snowpack development 
in British Columbia,” says an end-
of-the-month summary from BC’s 
River Forecast Centre.

The first half of the month 
produced several frontal systems 
affecting the province, particularly 
the South Coast, Vancouver Island 
and the Southern Interior. 

“That resulted in rapid mountain 
snowpack development,” says 
the centre, which predicts how 
large the spring runoff could be 
based on snowpack conditions. 
“Conversely, the second half of the 
month experienced relatively cool 
and very dry conditions with limited 
snow accumulation throughout 
BC.”

The change in weather resulted 
in the provincial average for all 
measuring stations decreasing 
since the last report, issued in 
early January. Then, the snowpack 
average was 122%; at the end of 
January, it was down to 109%. 

Most regions in the province 
had normal to slightly above normal 
snowpack for February 1, based on 
readings from automated recording 
stations.

In the West Kootenay, levels 
range from 119% of normal near 
East Creek (near Duncan Lake), 

January’s weather changes snowpack situation
while the St. Leon’s station near 
Nakusp recorded 105%. The overall 
West Kootenay average was 112%.

The Centre says by February 
1, on average, approximately two-
thirds of the total seasonal snowpack 
has accumulated.

Forecasters say it’s most likely 
that La Nina conditions will persist 
through the rest of the winter and the 
spring, bringing cooler and wetter 
weather conditions for BC.

“The overall impact of La Nina 

on snow can be variable, but on 
average, areas in the southern 
portion of the province tend to have 
higher than normal April 1 snow 
basin indices,” forecasters say.

Snowpack levels are expected 
to continue climbing across the 
province over the next few weeks. 
A full survey of the snowpack, 
including both automated and 
human-recorded stations, will be 
available by the next edition of the 
Valley Voice.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

– KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –
Happy Hour is back! 3 PM–5 PM & 9 PM–10 PM. Drink and 
appetizer specials.Open from 12PM Wed – Sun, CLOSED 

Mon & Tues. WWW.KASLOHOTEL.COM 250-353-7714

continued on page 5

Brake and honk 
to save lives

I empathize with Kip Drobish’s 
sadness at seeing these bird species 
being killed by vehicles on our 
highways. Birds are disappearing 
from our world at an alarming rate.

You can reduce the carnage 
you cause when you see a flock 
alighted on the highway by braking 
and laying on your horn. Let your 
horn rip like a ship’s horn in the fog. 
Give that seldom used device a long 
continuous hurl. If you are lucky, all 
of the birds will take off. Sadly, often 
one or two will be slow to lift off and 
will be struck and killed.

Brake, honk and you will save 
lives.

Paul Maika
New Denver

Kaslo Jazz Fest
It pains me to see a relative 

‘newcomer’ to the Kootenays 
demean and insult the efforts of 
hundreds of local volunteers who 
worked year after year to make our 
Jazz Fest the wonderful success it 
has become. The very fact that our 
small community could (and DID) 
pull together a festival that became 
one of ‘Ten Best Small Festivals’ in 
North America should at the very 
least merit respect. It is very sad to 
read that “local businesses are happy 
without it.” Further, I question the 
validity and methodology of any 
“research” underlying this claim.

Kaslo Jazz Fest organizers have 
every right to simply “bask in their 
glory years,” if that is what they 
choose to do. I see no reason for them 
to be subject to very questionable 
‘criticism’ by a self-appointed 
‘expert.’

I am proud to have been a 
supporter/volunteer of Jazz Fest, 
and wish the current organizers the 
very best in whatever direction they 
choose to proceed.

Patricia Clapp
Kaslo

All the news 
that’s fit to print

There is no point in replying to 
letters from Lisa Ross and her ilk. 
I would very much appreciate if the 
editors of the Valley Voice would 
adopt the 125-year-old maxim 
(above in the heading), under which 
the New York Times prints their 
contributions. Printing letters that 
doubt the actuality of the present 
pandemic and its consequences, to 
my and millions of people around 
the world’s sense of reality and 
experiences, are not fit to print. 
If you espouse in your paper an 
opinion that is obviously contrary 
to actual worldwide experienced 
facts, your paper is only good to 
start fires with.

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Beep for the 
birds

The last edition of the Valley 
Voice contained a letter from Kip 
Drobish, lamenting the loss of 
small birds on local wilderness 
highways. This slaughter has been 
happening for at least 35 years. I 
used to travel those roads a lot in 
my younger days. The solution 
to the problem is simple, and I 
have urged the Fish and Wildlife 
branch to implement it for almost 
that long. If you beep your horn 
when you see birds on the road, 
they get off the road... simple. If 
our government would post signs 
to educate drivers in areas where 
the problem exists, the damage to 
bird populations could be largely 
mitigated. From what I have seen, 
our government would rather 
let the slaughter continue than 
inconvenience drivers. Beeping 
works 100%. A simple sign: 
‘BEEP FOR THE BIRDS.’ Please, 
please... do it.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Old growth 
forests

Premier John Horgan seems 
to be stuck when it comes to the 
question of what to do about BC’s 
endangered old growth forests. I 
wonder if he is aware of the work 
carried out by forest ecologist Diana 
Beresford-Kroeger and BC’s own 
Herb Hammond and other foresters 
who see the forest through the trees 
and recognize the value of our old 
growth forests in regenerating our 
woodlands.

But it’s not just old growth 
forests that we need to worry about. 
When I moved to Argenta in 1995, 
the Argenta Face was under the 
care and attention of Dick Brenton, 
who cared for his trees. At the end 
of a logging season, there was no 
evidence that any logging had taken 
place. Locals were invited to haul 
firewood from his slash piles for 
a very reasonable cash exchange. 
When Dick retired, the Argenta 
Face was taken over by an outfit that 
moved in with machines capable of 
taking out huge swaths of timber, 
leaving a devastated mountain side. 
Clearcutting is another abberation of 
what we euphemistically call forest 

management. I call on the provincial 
government to start listening to those 
who understand the language of 
the landscape rather than continue 
wholesale exploitation.

David Stewart
Kaslo

Are you sure 
you want the 
vaccine?

R o b e r t  F.  K e n n e d y  J r. , 
environmental attorney and founder 
of Children’s Health Defense, is 
the premier advocate for awareness 
and justice for vaccine-injured 
children. RFK Jr. is pleading to 
fellow Americans to refuse the Pfizer 
vaccine or any other mRNA vaccine.

He states: “This vaccination 
is problematic in terms of health 
morality and ethics, but also in terms 
of genetic damage which unlike the 
damage caused by previous vaccines, 
will be irreversible and irreparable.”

RFK Jr. claims when vaccines 
are tested, diabetics, smokers, 
‘vapers’ or anyone with respiratory 
conditions, cancer, heart disease, 
etc. are excluded from the trials. 
Only healthy people need apply. Yet, 
when the vaccine is approved, one 

size fits all.
He goes on to say the vaccine is 

mostly effective for people under 55 
years of age and is of little help for 
the elderly.

Anyone considering the COVID 
vaccine, especially the mRNA ones, 
should take the time to research some 
of RFK Jr’s findings. You’ll be glad 
you did. He is captivating.

“Unthinking respect for authority 
is the greatest enemy of truth.” 
(Albert Einstein)

Bill White
Passmore

Occam’s razor
“Occam’s razor is the principle 

that, of two explanations that account 
for all the facts, the simpler one is more 
likely to be correct.” (Britannica.com)

I believe that part of my role and 
duty as an individual is to protect 
myself from harm, and as a citizen, 
my role and duty is to protect others 
from any harm that my actions might 
do. So, I wear a mask, I practice social 
distancing. And I keep my interactions 
with others to a minimum.

We do all kinds of different things 
deemed necessary, such as wearing 
seat belts because it is the smart thing 
to do. We recycle and don’t pollute 
because it is smart, and most of us 
believe in fact-based science because 
it is smart. We cooperate rather than 
confront as that is productive and 
smart.

There is no such thing as an 
alternative fact; only one thing can 
occupy a space at any given time. 
Facts are facts, period. This virus is 
a fact, not a theory, and anything we 
can do to stop the spread and reduce 
the risk is our collective responsibility 
and duty. Exercise your obligation 
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and respect for others by cooperation 
rather than by proposing unfounded 
alternative theories that have no basis 
in fact, or cannot be scientifically 
proven. We are not living in an 
alternate reality. What you see and 
touch and what sees and touches you 
is what is there.

Whether I agree or not, I have 
to respect your right to your beliefs, 
but do not understand your blindness 
to reality. So in conclusion, all 
you naysayers, deniers, those of 
you living in some fantasy land of 
your own making, and conspiracy 
theorists, stay away from me and my 
family, and don’t attempt to sell me 
on some outrageous idea of mind 
control. After all, this is a worldwide 
problem, not conspired into by heads 
of governments to suppress thought!

Jim Van Horn
Kaslo

Kaslo and area 
YRB is MIA

I’ve lived “up the lake” for 
over 21 years and have noticed a 
serious decline in road maintenance 
since YRB took over the contract 
here. On a recent trip over the pass 
between Kaslo and New Denver, 
the Kaslo side was treacherously 
slick underneath heavy slush that in 
many places pulled our 4X4 vehicle 
out of our lane. At Retallack, there 
was a clear line where New Denver’s 
maintenance had completely cleared 
the road of snow and ice all the 
way to our destination in Silverton. 
Since YRB holds the contract for 
all of Central Kootenays, poor, 
negligent and sometimes non-
existing maintenance must be a local 
management issue.

I do the mail run for Canada 
Post between Johnson’s Landing and 
Argenta, and have had to negotiate 
a potholed, wash-boarded obstacle 
course, slippery, often unplowed, 
and way undersanded road. Yes, I 
choose to live out here and recognize 
this road is lower priority so I have 
lots of patience. When the plow 
finally does come, and no sand (or 
ridiculously little) follows, it makes 
the road even icier, and patience turns 
to frustration, or worse.

When I had to cancel the mail run 
recently because of road conditions 
(it’s been two days since the last 
snowfall and still no plow), one of my 
neighbours wrote understandingly: 
“Yes the road is a horrific mess! 
Also the road to Kaslo is and was 
yesterday not plowed well nor 
sanded. We spun out – YRB seems 
to have laid off people!”

On another snowy, slippery 
trip to Nelson and back, we saw 
one highway maintenance truck 
the whole trip, plow up and not a 
spoonful of sand being dropped. Do 
we have to wait for someone to die on 
these roads before appropriate funds 
are spent and proper care is taken?

Susan VanRooy
Johnson’s Landing

High RDCK 
taxes for Kaslo 
residents

Yep, it’s that time of year when 
I start to follow the Village of Kaslo 
budget meetings. The first Village of 
Kaslo budget meeting occurred on 
February 2. Of particular interest, 
once again, is the exorbitant projected 
RDCK overall shared services tax 
increase of 11.29% (residential 
rate per $1,000 of assessment)! 
I thought last year’s increase of 
12.85% (residential rate per $1,000 
of assessment) was bad enough! 
The RDCK sets these rates, not the 
Village of Kaslo.

For those folks who might not 
be aware what the RDCK shared 
services are, there are 13 services 
that the RDCK provides to Kaslo 
residents, which we are taxed 
on, as indicated on our annual 
property tax bills. Some of these 
services are building inspection, fire 
protection, emergency planning, 
refuse disposal, library, recreation 
and parks, and a few others. The 
largest increases are shown under fire 
protection and refuse disposal. This 
RDCK proposed overall 11.29% tax 
increase (residential rate per $1,000 
of assessment) is in addition to the 
Village of Kaslo’s projected property 
tax increase of 4%. It should be 
noted, all of these budget figures, 
whether RDCK or Village, are 
only in draft format at the moment. 
Future budget meetings have been 
scheduled before these numbers are 
finalized.

During this Village budget 
meeting, Councillor Van Mill voiced 
his displeasure (same as he did last 
year) to these RDCK shared service 
outrageous increases: “Pretty tough 
on a small community!” Yes, we 
need these services, and we are 
lucky to have them, but it is getting 
harder and harder each year to absorb 
these types of increases, especially 
folks trying to get by on Canada’s 
public pension program in a small 
community such as Kaslo. The 
worrisome COVID pandemic has 
also placed a large strain on folks, 
both emotionally and economically 
as well.

It’s time the mayor of Kaslo, 
acting as the rep for the Village of 
Kaslo at the RDCK table, negotiates 
these high increases downwards, on 
behalf of her Kaslo constituents. 
Give us a break!

Jill Braley
Kaslo

In defense of 
Jazz Fest

I believe John Eckland’s open 
letter to Kaslo council must be 
addressed. Not by the council but 
by another taxpaying citizen of 
Kaslo. He argued that even with no 
Jazz Fest in Kaslo in 2020, “hotel, 
motel, B&Bs and the campsite” 
still reached maximum capacity. 

Perhaps Mr. Eckland was unaware 
that restrictions in place during the 
COVID pandemic had statistically 
resulted in an increase of stay-at-
home tourism last year. The absence 
of the Jazz Fest does not guarantee 
such success will continue when the 
travel ban is lifted.

When we arrived in Kaslo in 
1992, Jazz Fest’s first year, I laughed 
at the plastic orange mesh planted 
around Vimy Park where the event 
was to be held. Coming from the 
coast, I giggled at the small-town 
endeavour. Who would have guessed 
that a few years later USA Today 
would name Jazz Fest as one of the 
top ten festivals in North America? 
Since then, it has grown considerably 
and provided entertainers that most 
Kaslovian music aficionados would 
never have the opportunity to see in 
the flesh.

 In response to Eckland’s 
suggestion that the festival shut down 
at 9 pm in order to eliminate the 11 
pm to midnight noise, does that mean 
we should also eliminate New Year’s, 
May Days, grad, or perhaps July 1 
celebrations, as the fireworks display 
does not usually take place until well 
past 10 pm?

As for the drunk pounding 
on the drum at 3 am, perhaps the 
many taxpaying businesses in town, 
including Mr. Eckland’s, serving or 
selling the nectar that fuels the early 
morning concert, could stop doing 
so. No? I didn’t think so. 

I do not think I am alone when I 
say that a majority of Kaslo residents 
would be greatly disappointed 
to see the festival end. As for its 
biggest benefit? It’s a heck of a lot 
of fun for most of us and brings in 
dollars to those businesses providing 
product other than food, alcohol and 
accommodation.

Lynda Beddow
Kaslo

Proposed 
logging in the 
Lardeau

Friends of Lardeau River (FLR) 
would like to formally express 
concern over the cumulative effects 
of logging operations planned in 
caribou habitat within the Lardeau 
River Basin. We are especially 
concerned over proposed blocks TA 
1587-1, LAK-002, LAK-006, LAK-
007 and the proposed construction of 
Lake 8500 ext. road, all within the 
Kootenay Lake Forest District. 

We have recently learned of 
these proposed BC Timber Sales 
cutblocks. We have been provided 
with data that suggests that GPS-
collared members of the dwindling 
Central Selkirks Southern Mountain 
Caribou herd have been reported 
within a few hundred metres of 
some of these cutblocks. It would 
be outrageously unjustifiable to 
permit such ongoing, blatant habitat 
destruction even as we community 
members are mourning the recent 
extirpation of two southern herds, 

and as government officials pay lip 
service to wanting to carry through 
with genuine long-term protection 
of wildlife diversity. Logging in this 
area would undoubtedly disturb and 
displace members of the herd (even 
if they are not directly using the 
block itself, which certainly has not 
been definitively established), and 
intact, old forest is key to its future 
recovery. The herd is in such danger 
of extirpation that predator culling 
has been ongoing and maternity 
penning may be imminent; surely 
proposing new cutblocks and roads is 
both irresponsible and inconsistent.

The Lardeau Basin has already 
been too heavily logged, and we 
consider the extensive and large-
scale clearcutting that has been 
occurring both thoughtless and 
irresponsible. We feel habitat 
loss is occurring at an alarming 
rate, while ‘talks’ about a credible 
habitat protection plan continue and 
serve only to delay the immediate 
moratorium that is required. This 
cumulative loss and displacement 
of caribou is happening now and 
could jeopardize any recovery unless 
there is a moratorium on logging 
until a protection plan is put in 
place. The proposed cutblocks for 
this year lie in a key connectivity 
corridor for a range of mammalian 
species including mountain caribou, 
wolverine, lynx, grizzly bear, fishers 
and others that need protected 
habitat, along with more than 200 
bird species, some of them listed. 

The proposed BCTS cutblocks lie 
within the Central Selkirk Mountain 
Caribou herd area; we feel that the 
planned 2021 logging in the Lardeau 
Basin is grossly inconsistent with the 
Species at Risk Act.

We feel intervention is required 
now, immediately, with a moratorium 
on logging caribou habitat in 
proximity to the Central Selkirk 
Herd. We encourage you to contact 
your MLA if you feel similarly.

Thank you for your attention on 
this critical issue.

Friends of Lardeau River

A new car, like 
a vaccine

Recently, I bought a brand new 
car from the MODERN manufacturer 
with a completely novel technology, 
as I wanted to be safer and more 
protected than in my very old car.

MODERN’s steering system is 
called mRNA; I don’t know what 
that stands for – maybe maximum 
Rotation Nano Assistant? In addition, 
the motor and its fuel injection were 
very environmentally friendly; it was 
hydrogen powered.

The car was highly recommended 
by my Automobile Association and 
some friends, especially for its 
functional safety. 

Moreover, it conformed to the 
BC Motor Vehicle Act and passed 
all the official tests. The MODERN 
car even proved to be more than 95% 
efficient. 

With this groundbreaking 
technology I was promised a new 
normal driving experience and 
handling. 

Even the price was attractive, 
so I jumped on the bandwagon 
and soon was the proud owner of a 
MODERN car.

I enjoyed driving the vehicle. 
Everything was so impressive and 
grandiose. 

My Proven Control Reaction 
(PCR) speedometer seemed to work 
well, although it was only tested in 
tractors before. 

I started wondering if something 
was wrong when I got my first two 
hefty speeding tickets, as I was 40 
km/h over the speed limit! 

I was quite positive that the PCR 
didn’t display the right speed.

During a Zoom repair, the 
mechanic checked the engine control 
unit and said that there was no 
technical malfunction. He explained 
to me that the PCR device operated 
steadily at 45 cycles as he called it. 
He assumed that I was pushing the 
limit, driving too fast.

A big surprise came shortly after 
my second injection – oh sorry, that 
auto-fill again – inspection.

Two more big speeding tickets, 
and as a dire consequence, my car 
was impounded by the police, and 
additionally my driver’s licence 
suspended.

I immediately contacted the 
MODERN manufacturer for a repair 
or return, but they informed me that 
there is no guarantee at all.

I contacted a lawyer too, 
only to learn that the MODERN 
manufacturer has legal immunity, 
and that there was nothing he or I 
could do. 

So now I can stay home and be 
safe.

Safe at home, I had plenty of 
time to do some research and found 
that MODERN never produced a 
car before, and, with the permission 
of the presumably independent 
authorities, they jumped several 
testing phases. In short, it was more 
an experimental vehicle which was 
sold to consumers.

Inform yourself before jumping 
to a decision you might regret.

Wulf Mense
Winlaw

No good 
deed goes 
unpunished

At the beginning of April 2019, 
after discussion with our Centre St. 
neighbours in Kaslo, we sent an 
email to the Village and FortisBC, 
requesting that one of the power poles 
on the street be replaced.

The pole was way beyond its best 
before date. The pole was rotten, and 
according to the Fortis tags nailed to 
it, was more than a little overdue for 
an inspection. At the same time, we 
requested that the older, soul-sucking, 
abomination of a streetlight that was 
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attached to the pole be replaced with 
a newer LED with a shade.

We received a quick reply from 
Fortis Customer Relations (not to be 
confused with Customer Service), 
stating that they would have to send 
someone out to ascertain if it really 
was a Fortis pole. However, they did 
agree that it was a Fortis streetlight, 
and that it would be replaced with a 
newer bulb, although they no longer 
provided shades to focus the light 
downward.

Shortly afterwards, a Fortis 
operations supervisor came out. 
Initially, he vehemently denied that it 
was a Fortis pole. In our naiveté, we 
had assumed it was a Fortis pole as it 
had Fortis tags and Fortis wires. Not 
so, said he. Although he eventually, 
condescendingly agreed that the pole 
would eventually be replaced, even 
though it was in good shape.

About two months after this, in 
June 2019, we experienced one of 
those freakish windstorms. The pole 
was moving back and forth, as were 
the electrical wires. It was, all in all, 
pretty wild looking.

It seemed concerning to us, 
so once again, I contacted Fortis 
Customer Relations. No response. 
After several days, I contacted a 
Fortis customer relations analyst 
(ostensibly Customer Service). 
No response. After several days, 
I contacted the British Columbia 
Utilities Commission (BCUC). 
Needless to say, that seemed to get 
the ball rolling.

Within days, the operations 
supervisor showed up with a crew. 
He even took time from his busy 
schedule to explain to my wife 
and another neighbour, both senior 
citizens and Fortis ratepayers, that 
we should not have contacted the 
BCUC. He went on to explain that 
they had run out of the new LED 
bulbs and would have to reinstall the 
older streetlight, the one that no one 
had wanted in the first place.

So the long and the short of it 
is – the old pole was cut off about 
two thirds of the way up, and left 
leaning in its hole. Where, after two 
years, it remains. The old streetlight 
was placed on the new pole, about 15 
feet higher than previously, so it has 
an even greater negative impact on 
the neighbourhood. And as the last 
service technician was departing, he 
informed us that we would have to 

Department of 
Highways vs 
contractors

When I started driving over 
50 years ago, the Department of 
Highways was responsible for 
highway maintenance. They can 
take credit for me being alive and 
the fact I still have in my possession 
every vehicle I have ever owned, 
driven and parked under their own 
power. In those days it snowed. A 
42” fence was not even a bump in 
the snow by spring. Backroads were 
kept open exclusively by a loader 
with a blade or a grader with a ‘wing’ 
and a bulldozer to push snowbanks 
back. One year, the canopy on this 
bulldozer was almost touching the 
bottom power line.

We had snow but no radar. 
Highway patrol travelled about 10 
to a max of 15 mph over the posted 
speeds. To avoid tickets, I travelled 
no less than 15 to 20 mph over the 
posted speeds (i.e., 120 to 130 kph). 
At a time when Hwy 6 from Slocan 
to South Slocan was black with ‘laid 
rubber,’ a peer asked, “Do you ever 
drive slow?” No. It did not matter 
if it was January or July, 2 am or 2 
pm, this was the speed. Try this now 
and you will not live very long. No 
concern if you were driving 20, 40, 
80 or 800 miles.

There was a truck plowing Hwy 
6 (2021) leaving behind an inch of 
slush (ice maker). A Department of 
Highways truck would leave behind 
a shower of sparks. Operators talk 
about changing cutting edges three 
times in one night. Do contractors 
change edges three times in one 
night or once in three seasons? Who 
decided a life was not worth the 
price of edges? John Horgan said it: 

Wolf story
I’m not proud of this story, and 

I have never told it until now, at age 
75, some 50 years since I committed 
the crime. For 50 long years the 
details swirled in my conscience like 
heavy toxic gas, and every detail of 
what follows truly occurred.

Picture the movie production 
camp on the edge of Kananaskis 
Country where I  had found 
employment: a field of corn-crib 
cages housing bears, wolves, 
coyotes, cougars, and a host of 
other native species, all 150 or 
more of them ready for use in 
creating what would later become 
the Hollywood block-buster Grizzly 
Adams. My responsibility was 
animal keeper and handler. There 
were several of us. What an amazing 
opportunity and adventure it was to 
be, I thought, to be part of this great 
movie production: to help manage 
this menagerie and personally handle 
soon-to-be animal stars on the movie 
set. Perhaps, when all is said and 
done, my name will be immortalized 
in credits on the big screen.

It so happened one day, while 
I was busy doing feeding and 
cleaning chores, that the production 
manager called me into his Atco 
trailer office and introduced me 
to a sound technician just arrived 
from Los Angeles. He was here to 
record various authentic sounds 
required by the movie’s editors, 
and this included the sound of a 
wolf growling and snarling. I said, 
“Absolutely, no problem!” I led 
him into the compound toward a 
ten- by ten-foot cage that housed an 
older grandmother wolf who had, 
with time, become increasingly 
threatening with handlers and had, 
therefore, outlived her usefulness to 
the industry. Likely, she would be 
traded off to a zoo before long and 
replaced with a fresh youngster that 
could likewise be hand-raised and 
trained to a leash.

I placed the technician next to the 
wolf’s cage and, when he signaled 
he was ready to record, I leveled my 
eyes with those of the wolf and began 
to growl and snarl at her directly 
through the bars. Within seconds, 
she responded with volleys of such 
vehement and vicious snapping 
and snarling as would make a play 
fight feel like all-out life-and-death 
warfare. Perfect!

But, payback was to come. 
Wolves have memory, I learned. 
A few weeks later, while another 
keeper was cleaning out her cage – 
which routinely involved reaching 
into a slightly ajar cage door with 
a rake – the old grandmother saw 

her opportunity for much-deserved 
revenge. It was only at the last 
second that I turned to see her 
bolting straight for me. I stuck out 
my leather-clad arm in self defense 
as she lunged and clamped her teeth, 
leaping and clamping again and 
again while I screamed, “Get her off 
me! Get her off me!” In the corner 
of my eye I glimpsed an unoccupied, 
open cage near me and quickly 
backed into it and closed the door, 
as others came to my aid to bring 
old grandmother under control. I 
survived with puncture wounds and 
tetanus shots. 

This is exactly how it happened.
And I spy a metaphor in it now. 

A parable. For, here we are today, us 
humans worldwide having backed 
ourselves into the private cages 
of our respective homes while 
Grandmother Earth’s COVID viruses 
rage outdoors. What is it that we have 
done to her? What are we doing to 
her? What is our relationship to her? 
Hopefully, it’s beginning to dawn on 
us what crimes we are committing 
on her!

Peter Jonker
Meadow Creek

“People are in politics to make their 
friends rich.” They get richer not 
buying edges.

Hwy 5 is featured as the “Hwy 
Thru Hell.” This only happens due 
to lack of maintenance that people 
pay for with their lives. Hwys 1 and 
3 were closed; traffic was held up on 
Hwy 5 to film accidents.

If we are not going to return 
to Department of Highways, three 
things should be done: 1) contractors 
should be paid solely based on the 
time operators are in the seat doing 
something for the people of BC; 2) 
every April, a referendum should be 
held to decide if the contractor will 
be replaced; 3) a skills test should be 
established, because the majority of 
drivers have no idea about driving to 
road conditions. When passed, you 
receive an ‘S’ on your licence. If you 
need a ‘snowflake’ on your tires, you 
must have an ‘S’ on your driver’s 
licence or you do not drive.

A fax was sent to John Horgan 
advising him that snow and winter are 
naturally occurring, and have been 
for hundreds of years. Given the way 
his government deals with naturally 
occurring events, I asked him to give 
my sympathies to the cleaners of the 
legislature. They are probably forever 
cleaning urine and excrement off 
the seats. Democracy? They tell us 
to drive to road conditions. We pay 
their wages. We tell them to maintain 
highways to posted speeds. (Is a snap 
recall required?)

With global warming, we have 
much less snow than we used to 
get, so there is about a quarter of 
the workload and three times the 
tax base, yet people are dying on 
BC highways and contractors are 
getting rich.

Ed Varney
Winlaw

Carbon net zero 
planet by 2050

We are told we have to be carbon 
net zero by the year 2050.

Who tells us this? Well, the 
United Nations, which is a direct 
link to the Paris Climate Accord. 
It’s where all those Paris Climate 
payments go. By 2020, the Canadian 
government will put in $800 million 
annually, added to the billions 
already donated.

The UN has commissioned 
thousands of universities and 
scientists worldwide to discover 
the truth. The UN directions for the 
truth is a bit fuzzy. The truth, in fact, 
is that the UN is paying trillions of 
dollars worldwide to universities 
and scientists to prove the dangers 
of global warming. So, anyone who 
wants a huge grant needs to prove 
the global warming danger theory. 
Or, in layman terms, you don’t get 
paid for information the UN is not 
looking for.

How to get down to carbon net 
zero?

The World Energy Organization 
says global usage of electrical 

power is at 244 petawatt hours per 
year (The petawatt is equal to one 
quadrillion watts). The planet at 
present consumes about 193 petawatt 
hours of fossil fuel energy per year.

Let’s start on January 25, 2021. 
There are 10,568 days until January 
1, 2050. So we need to install, test, 
commission, and add to the grid 
about 2.1 gigawatts per day of 
generating capacity each and every 
day from now until 2050.

We can accomplish this in a 
couple of ways.

1. We could go all nuclear. 
In that case, we’d need to build, 
commission, and bring online a 
brand new 2.1-gigawatt nuclear 
power plant every single day from 
now until 2050.

2. We could use wind power. 
The wind doesn’t blow all the time. 
Typical wind ‘capacity factor,’ 
the percentage of actual energy 
generated compared to the nameplate 
capacity, is about 35%. So we’d 
have to build, install, commission 
and bring online just under 3,000 
medium-sized 2-megawatt wind 
turbines every single day from now 
until 2050.

3. We could use solar. Actual 
delivery from grid-scale solar panel 
installations on a 24/7/365 basis is 
on the order of 8.3 watts per square 
metre, depending on location. So 
we’d have to cover about 250 square 
kilometres with solar panels, wire 
them up, test them, and connect them 
to the grid every single day from now 
until 2050. That comes to 2,642,000 
square km.

Wind and solar are highly 
intermittent sources. So we’d still 
need somewhere between 50% and 
90% of the total generating capacity 
in nuclear, for the all-too-frequent 
times when the sun isn’t shining and 
the wind isn’t blowing.

To summarize, to get the world 
to zero emissions by 2050, our 
options are to build, commission, 
and bring online either: one 
2.1-gigawatt nuclear power plant 
every day until 2050 (Heads up. At 
present it takes five years to build 
a single nuclear power plant that 
produces one gigawatt of power. 
The CANDU ACR-1000 produces 
one gigawatt and has been built in 
four years.); or 3,000 two-megawatt 
wind turbines every day until 2050 
plus a 2.1-gigawatt nuclear power 
plant every day and a half until 2050, 
assuming there’s not one turbine 
failure; or 250 square kilometres of 
solar panels each and every day until 
2050 plus a 2.1-gigawatt nuclear 
power plant every day and a half until 
2050, assuming not one of the panels 
fails or is destroyed by hail or wind.

There we have it. A carbon 
neutral planet by 2050. To date we are 
lagging 100% behind on achieving 
carbon neutrality by 2050.

We are all paying high carbon 
taxes to achieve this goal and are 
getting zero for it.

William Cuell
Kaslo

arrange to have the old pole removed 
at our expense.

W h a t  a n  e x h i b i t i o n  o f 
professionalism! Not to mention 
Customer Service (just kidding). 
Fortis Utilities BC. FUBC. The 
acronym says it all.

Hayward Kirsh
Kaslo
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by Ted Kuntz
I’m writing in response to the 

commentary penned by Mr. Richard 
Caniell – “The Misinformation 
Plague.” We too find it profoundly 
worrisome, the degree to which well-
intentioned people can be confused 
and misled by misrepresentation. Mr. 
Caniell can be forgiven for assuming 
that he is the sole purveyor of the 
truth and that those who question 
the COVID narrative are somehow 
misguided. After all, this is the 
narrative repeated incessantly by 
the mainstream media, politicians 
imposing unconstitutional measures, 
public health officials who claim 
exclusive access to the scientific 
evidence and pundits such as Caniell.

However, rather than provide 
compelling evidence to support the 
effectiveness and necessity of the 
measures imposed upon Canadians, 
Caniell resorts to minimizing, name 
calling, and the tiresome accusation 
of “conspiracy theory,” a form 
of ad hominem attack that shuts 
down an opposing view without 
having to answer it. Caniell fails 
to acknowledge the growing 
community of doctors, virologists, 
researchers, medical experts and 
constitutional experts who have 
serious concerns that we are on a 
path of historic destruction. 

Caniell appears to be of the 
opinion that the COVID narrative 
shouldn’t be questioned, that we 
ought not to demand verifiable 
evidence of safety or effectiveness, 
and that there is only one goal – 
stopping the transmission of a virus. 
All questions and consideration of 
unintended consequences, including 
the loss of fundamental rights and 
freedoms, are dismissed as irrelevant 
or frivolous. This ignores the historic 
legacy of conscientious individuals 
who have put their own lives on the 
line to preserve our democratic rights 
and freedoms. 

An examination of the response 
to COVID-19 reveals a high number 
of unprecedented measures. This 
systemic alteration of health policy, 
data collection protocols, and 
oversight undermines confidence in 
government and the medical industry 
and invites legitimate questions as to 
the real agenda behind the measures. 
COVID MORTALITY

COVID-19 is routinely described 
by public health officials, politicians, 
and the media as a “deadly” condition.  
As a result, the majority of the public 
have a distorted perspective of 
the level of risk posed to them by 
COVID-19. The fact is the risk of 
mortality to those under the age of 
60 is extremely low and does not 
justify the significant restrictions 
placed on this large segment of the 
population. The greatest percentage 
of deaths occur in individuals over 
80 years of age living in extended 
care facilities with co-morbidities, 
the same population at risk of 
respiratory conditions every winter. 
The failure of governments and 
media to accurately communicate 
the relative risk of COVID-19 causes 
unwarranted fear and panic.

The WHO issued directives to 
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physicians globally to designate all 
individuals who die and subsequently 
test positive for COVID-19 as a 
‘COVID-19 death’ regardless of 
the presence of co-morbidities and 
other obvious causes of death. This 
practice, which is unprecedented 
in medicine, artificially inflates 
COVID-19 mortality data and makes 
this data unreliable as a measure 
of the true impact of COVID-19. 
Those responsible for the COVID-19 
narrative rarely acknowledge that 
COVID-19 does not affect everyone 
equally. This means that factors 
other than the presence of a virus 
are involved in causing disease and 
mortality. 
PCR Testing 

The PCR process currently used 
to diagnose COVID-19 was not 
designed, nor intended, to diagnose 
illness. The inappropriate use of 
this tool to designate ‘Covid cases’ 
undermines the credibility of any 
response based on these numbers. 
The undisputed fact is that PCR 
results can be easily manipulated 
to produce a ‘positive result’ 
simply by increasing the number 
of amplification cycles. There is no 
globally accepted standardized cycle 
threshold (CT), nor is the number 
of cycles disclosed with test results. 
This lack of standardization and 
transparency increases the potential 
for manipulation, or outright fraud.

The number of amplification 
cycles commonly used in Canada 
is 35 – 45 cycles. It is recognized 
that when the cycle threshold 
exceeds 35 cycles, the accuracy of 
the PCR process is less than 3%. 
Designating a positive PCR result as 
a “COVID-19 case”, irrespective of 
other diagnostic criteria, fraudulently 
inflates COVID-19 case numbers. 
Never before has the term “case” been 
applied so recklessly in medicine. 
These case numbers are then used 
to induce fearful compliance, justify 
masking, lockdowns, stay-at-home 
orders and other restrictive measures.
Masking 

Canadians are almost universally 
subjected to masking mandates 
in spite of the fact the scientific 
evidence does not support universal 
mask wearing. A policy review paper 
published in Emerging Infectious 
Diseases found no evidence to 
support universal mask wearing as 
a protective measure that reduces 
illness. They state: “There is limited 
evidence for their effectiveness 
in preventing influenza virus 
transmission either when worn 
by the infected person for source 
control or when worn by uninfected 
persons to reduce exposure.” A meta-
analysis and scientific review which 
focused on randomized controlled 
studies found that, compared to no 
mask, mask wearing in the general 
population did not reduce influenza 
or influenza-like illness. 

Denis Rancourt, PhD, conducted 
a thorough review of the scientific 
literature related to the use of face 
coverings for the Ontario Civil 
Liberties Association. Dr. Rancourt 
concluded: “No RCT (randomized 
clinical trial) study with verified 

outcome shows a benefit for . . . 
community members . . . to wearing 
a mask. There is no such study. There 
are no exceptions.” 

In  addi t ion to  a  lack of 
effectiveness in reducing infection 
or transmission, there are known 
risks with prolonged cloth mask 
usage. A study published in the 
British Medical Journal found the 
risk of infection with influenza-like 
illness was 13X higher in hospital 
workers using cloth masks compared 
to medical/surgical masks, and over 
3X higher when compared to not 
wearing a mask at all. A CDC analysis 
revealed that 85% of patients testing 
positive for COVID-19 wore face 
masks “often” or “always” in the two 
weeks preceding their positive test. 
Treatment of COVID-19 

Current widespread lockdown 
measures, which include placing 
healthy people under quarantine, 
have never before been implemented 
in over 100 years of public health 
policy. The contention that people 
wi thout  symptoms (heal thy 
people) can transmit COVID-19 
is experientially and scientifically 
unsupported, yet is the justification 
for imposing the restrictive measures 
common today in the general 
population.

Other factors that contribute 
to disease such as poor nutrition, 
toxins in food, medicine and the 
environment, the effects of EMF 
radiation, age, and co-morbidities 
are ignored. Treatments such as 
HCQ and Ivermectin, drugs that 
have been used safely for decades, 
are now deemed unsafe while the 
injection of never before used 
synthetic pathogens and genetic 
technology, with unknown short and 
long-term impacts, is deemed to be 
safe. Country-by-country data shows 
that easy access to HCQ is strongly 
linked to lower COVID-19 mortality. 
Canadians, however, are denied 
access to these medical treatments.

The beneficial impact of Vitamin 
C, Vitamin D, zinc and Azithromycin 
in the prevention and treatment of 
COVID-19 is rarely acknowledged 
by Canadian health officials. 
COVID-19 Vaccine 

The medical industry, public 
health and the mainstream media 
promote the false narrative that 
vaccines are the only viable approach 
to the management and prevention 
of COVID-19. Health Canada has 
failed to evaluate other potential 
COVID-19 treatment options in 
favour of a sole focus on the new 
experimental vaccines.  

The vaccines being promoted 
to address COVID-19 have not 
been granted final approval. These 
vaccines have been given ‘interim 
approval’ or ‘emergency use 
authorization’ only during a declared 
state of emergency. Governments 
appear unwilling to remove the 
state of emergency or acknowledge 
other effective treatments as this 
would negate the legality of using 
unapproved drugs. 

What is being promoted as 
a ‘vaccine’ does not function as 
a typical vaccine. What is being 

offered to Canadians is the injection 
of synthetic pathogens and genetic 
technology.  This  product  is 
technically a ‘medical device’. These 
medical devices contain mRNA/
DNA technology, never before used 
on a mass scale. The long-term impact 
of this technology is unknown. Those 
receiving injection of this medical 
device are test subjects in what is 
essentially human experimentation. 

The Pfizer and Moderna medical 
devices have been declared ‘safe’ 
even though Phase III safety trials 
have not been completed. The results 
of these Phase III human trials will 
not be available until 2023. In the 
Phase I and II trials, people with 
high blood pressure, asthma, diabetes 
or a high BMI were excluded 
from the trial. In spite of this, this 
experimental vaccine is being given 
to this vulnerable population first.

These medical devices have been 
declared ‘effective’ even though 
device makers have not demonstrated 
that their product prevents either 
infection or transmission, nor 
whether the vaccine will result 
in a reduction in severe illness, 
hospitalization, or death.

Pregnant women are being 
encouraged to take this medical 
device even though no testing has 
been conducted to prove the device 
is safe for the woman and her 
fetus. The medical community has 
expressed significant concern with 
the potential of this medical device to 
impair fertility. There are also grave 
concerns expressed regarding DNA 
modification of the fetus as a result 
of injection of this experimental 
technology during pregnancy. 

P o l i t i c i a n s  s t a t e  t h a t  a 
COVID-19 ‘vaccine’ will not be 
mandatory. However, coercive 
measures are proposed that restrict 
access to services, government 
benefits, medical treatment, travel 
and employment for those who 
do not comply. This makes the 
vaccine effectively mandatory. This 
is in violation of a principle of 
international law established after 
WWII in the Nuremberg Code, 
which states that, “The voluntary 
consent of the human subject is 
absolutely essential... without the 
intervention of any element of 
force, fraud, deceit, duress... or 
other ulterior form of constraint or 
coercion.”

Hea l th  Canada  does  no t 
conduct its own clinical trials to 
determine the safety and efficacy of 
a vaccine. Instead, Health Canada 
relies on the data provided by the 
vaccine manufacturers. Vaccine 
producers such as Pfizer, Merck and 
GlaxoSmithKline have paid billions 
in criminal penalties and settlements 
for research fraud, faking drug 
safety studies, failing to report safety 
problems, bribery, kickbacks, and 
false advertising. In 2009, Pfizer paid 
$2.3 billion to resolve criminal and 
civil allegations in what was then the 
largest health care fraud settlement 
in history. 

Declarations that life will not 
return to normal without a COVID-19 
‘vaccine’ are unconscionable 

marketing and fear mongering 
strategies that have no basis 
whatsoever in medical treatment. 
COVID-19 Measures 

Those who question the claims of 
government and insist that measures 
be evidence based are branded a 
“danger to society.” Information 
that challenges the COVID-19 
narrative is aggressively censored 
by technology companies such 
as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 
and YouTube regardless of merit, 
expertise or credentials. This 
censorship prevents open and honest 
debate, the hallmark of a democratic 
society. Censorship also undermines 
the scientific process, which relies on 
transparency of data sharing and open 
debate among scientists.

No government has publicly 
a n n o u n c e d  t h e i r  p a n d e m i c 
intervention plan including their 
target outcomes, strategies, and 
timelines. The failure to declare the 
plan erodes confidence in government 
and prevents citizens from holding 
their governments accountable.

There is no evidence that 
imposed measures such as face 
coverings, physical distancing, and 
lockdowns are effective in reducing 
rates of COVID-19 infection. There is 
abundant evidence these measures are 
harmful to individual and community 
health. In spite of broad compliance 
with these restrictive measures, case 
counts continue to increase.

The catastrophic impact of 
COVID-19 measures on human 
health, the economy, and our way 
of life is not being calculated, nor 
reported to the public. There is 
no accountability, transparency or 
evidence to demonstrate that the 
benefits of current measures outweigh 
the risks.  Worry, stress, distrust, fear, 
and depression – well-known results 
of isolation – negatively impact 
immune health. COVID-19 measures 
deny the population of community 
and normal social contact. Children 
are especially harmed as the measures 
deprive them of healthy development 
and education essential to achieving 
their full potential.  

Governments are destroying the 
social fabric of society and telling 
us it is for our own good, causing a 
collapse of our economy and telling 
us they have no choice, and creating 
fear of one another and saying this 
is keeping us healthy. Declaring 
an indefinite state of emergency 
is unwarranted, unscientific, and 
illegal. COVID-19 measures ignore 
the most fundamental rights and 
freedoms guaranteed in the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and 
international law.

In a free and democratic society, 
not only do we have the right to 
ask questions and demand answers, 
we have the responsibility. The 
consequences of these measures 
compels us to demand evidence, 
accountability, transparency, and 
an appropriate risk-benefit analysis. 
Blind faith in the pronouncement of 
authority figures, media pundits, and 
financially conflicted agencies is not 
only irresponsible, it is dangerous to 
the survivability of humanity. 
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The Corporation of the 
Village of New Denver

Notice to Electors of an 
Alternative Approval Process

This notice is the second of two notices to advise electors in the Village of New Denver of the intention to proceed with 
a Municipal Boundary Extension. The Proposed Municipal Boundary Extension includes properties primarily within 
the area known as Denver Siding; additional properties included in the proposal are either already serviced by Village 
water, are owned by the Village, or are properties that form a logical final boundary, as required by the Province.
The purpose of the Municipal Boundary Extension is to provide Denver Siding water system customers with a safe 
supply of drinking water. Grant funds have been received by the Village of New Denver to improve the Denver Siding 
water distribution system in the event of a boundary extension taking place. If the Proposed Municipal Boundary 
Extension is successful, Denver Siding water system customers would be connected to the Village of New Denver’s 
water system and the Village would assume responsibility for the area’s regulations and local services. All privately 
owned properties within the boundary extension area would participate in all functions and services provided by the 
Village, except that those not connected to Village water would not be charged Village water rates. 
A summary of the proposal is available on the Village’s website at www.newdenver.ca and at the Village of New Denver 
Office during each business day of the week between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. A copy of the full Municipal Boundary 
Extension Proposal as submitted to the Province of BC’s Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing is available, for 
in-office viewing only, at the Village Office during these times.
The Council of the Village of New Denver proposes to proceed with the Proposed Municipal Boundary Extension 
unless, by 4:00 p.m. on Monday, March 15, 2021, at least 10 percent of the electors in the Village of New Denver sign 
an elector response form opposing the implementation of the proposal unless Village Council holds a vote. 
The number of elector responses required to prevent the local government from proceeding unless a vote is held is 
estimated to be forty-one (41). A report respecting the basis on which this determination was made is available upon 
request from the local government. 
Elector responses are required to be submitted to the local government on forms that can be obtained during regular 
business hours from the Village of New Denver Office at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC. The form can also 
be downloaded from the Village of New Denver’s website at: www.newdenver.ca. The only elector response forms 
that will be accepted by the local government are the ones provided by the Village of New Denver, or an accurate 
copy of the form. 
Only electors of the Village of New Denver are eligible to sign the elector response forms. There are two types of 
electors – resident electors and non-resident property electors. 
Resident Elector: When signing an elector response form during an AAP, a resident elector must: be 18 years of age 
or older; be a Canadian citizen; have lived in British Columbia for at least six months; have lived in the jurisdiction 
(Village of New Denver) for at least 30 days; live in the area defined for the AAP; and, not be disqualified under the 
Local Government Act, or any other enactment from voting in a local election, or be otherwise disqualified by law. 
Non-resident Property Elector: When signing an elector response form during an AAP, a non-resident property 
elector must: be at least 18 years of age; be a Canadian citizen; have lived in British Columbia for at least six months; 
have owned property in the jurisdiction (Village of New Denver) for at least 30 days; own property in the area defined 
for the AAP; and, not be disqualified under the Local Government Act, or any other enactment from voting in a local 
election, or be otherwise disqualified by law.
Note: Only one non-resident property elector may sign an elector response form per property, regardless of how many 
people own the property; and, that owner must have the written consent of a majority of the other property owner(s) 
to sign the response form on their behalf. Property owned in whole or in part by a corporation does not qualify 
under the non-resident property elector provisions. 
Resident electors signing the elector response form must provide their name and address. Original signatures are 
required on the completed forms – faxed or emailed submissions will not be accepted.
Non-resident property electors must provide their name and the address of the property in relation to which they are 
entitled to register as a non-resident property elector. The local government will not share the information on the form 
with anyone other than the Corporate Officer, or other person designated by the Corporate Officer. 
For more information on elector qualifications, please contact the Village of New Denver or see the Voter’s Guide 
to Local Government Elections in B.C., available from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing or online at: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/local-governments/governance-powers/general-local-elections/
voter-eligibility-voting. 
For further information please contact the Village of New Denver by phone at 250-358-2316, facsimile at 250-358-
7251, or email at office@newdenver.ca. 

DRIFTWOOD 
ARTS & CRAFTS
in the old Pennywise storefront in Kaslo

Paints (acrylic and watercolour), Brushes, Palettes, Canvasses, 
Art Paper, Felt Pens, Pastel Crayons, Pencils, Charcoals, 
Pencil Crayons, Metallic Pens, Fabric Paint, Fabric Pens

Large Selection of Craft Kits: Paint-by-Number, Rock Painting, 
Crocheting, Sequin Kits, etc.

Variety of Crafts Supplies
Local arts & crafts work for sale

Wed-Sat, 
11 am-4 pm
250-505-0454
Facebook

submitted
The West Kootenay Boundary 

C o m m u n i t y  I n v e s t m e n t 
Cooperative (WKBCIC) announced 
today a six-month pilot project of a 
micro-loan fund to assist small and 
medium sized enterprises (SMEs). 
WKBCIC has earmarked $30,000 
to be made available for individual 
micro-loans ranging from $1,000 
to $3,500. 

Rounding out the Micro-loan 
Fund Pilot Project, the WKBCIC 
will collaborate with KAST 

West Kootenay Boundary Community Investment Cooperative announces micro-loan fund
(Kootenay Association for Science 
and Technology) by filling the 
gap of providing a micro-loan 
opportunity to clients of the new 
Digital Economy: Rapid Response 
& Resiliency (DER3) program 
being administered by KAST in 
partnership with Innovate BC and 
Western Economic Diversification. 

“The launch of the Micro-
loan Fund Pilot Project and the 
collaboration with KAST will 
help small and medium-sized 
businesses compete during these 

unprecedented times,” said Erika 
Krest of the West Kootenay 
Boundary Community Investment 
Co-op. “This not only enables us 
to bridge the gap by providing loan 
opportunities to help round out the 
DER3 program administered by 
KAST, but we are also pleased to 
know that we are helping to grow or 
expand businesses’ online presence, 
enabling them to become more 
efficient, competitive and resilient 
in their own economic recovery 
efforts. It is something we are 

excited about and a win-win across 
our West Kootenay and Boundary 
communities.” 

“It has been a privilege for KAST 
to provide support to Kootenay 
businesses dealing with challenges 
brought about by COVID-19,” said 
Sean Smillie, Executive Director 
of KAST. “Partnering with the 
WKBCIC not only adds a vital 
funding opportunity into the DER3 
process for our clients, but further 
showcases how local support and 
collaboration will keep the West 
Kootenays thriving.” 

The DER3 is a no cost or 
obligation program designed 
to help small to medium sized 
businesses in the Kootenays adapt 
to COVID-19 and enter or expand 
into the digital economy. The 
DER3 program currently provides 
all components to help businesses 

and entrepreneurs, except for the 
funds needed by a business to hire 
a digital service provider (if one 
is needed) to perform the work 
outlined by the DER3 team. The 
WKBCIC will provide micro-loans 
to businesses and entrepreneurs to 
bridge this gap. 

An evaluation of the Micro-
loan Pilot Project will be completed 
at the end of six months by the 
WKBCIC board of directors, who 
will decide whether it should be 
continued and established as an 
ongoing loan program offered by 
the co-op. 

Businesses  in  the  West 
Kootenay region who want to learn 
more about the DER3 program 
should visit www.kast.com/der3/. 
DER3 clients will be able to apply 
to the micro-loan fund as part of the 
DER3 program.

by Jan McMurray
If you are an artist or crafter, or 

just looking for fun activities to do 
at home, the new Driftwood Arts 
and Crafts store in Kaslo is definitely 
worth checking out.

The store has a good selection of 
arts and crafts supplies, and a variety 
of craft kits for adults and children. 
Driftwood carries work by local 
artists and crafters, too.

“We’re always bringing in new 
things and are slowly increasing our 
inventory,” says co-owner Lawna 
Bourassa.

Lawna and her husband, Larry, 
moved to Kaslo four years ago. They 
saw the need for an arts and crafts 
store, so decided to open Driftwood 
Arts and Crafts. The store has been 
open since December 11.

“I’ve been doing arts and crafts 
since I was very young,” Lawna 
says, “and Larry likes to be around 
people. With no arts and crafts store 
in town, we thought it would be a 

New arts and crafts store 
opens in Kaslo

good addition to Kaslo and a good 
fit for us.”

Larry and Lawna used to live in 
Nelson, and would come to Kaslo 
every chance they had. “We always 
knew we would one day live and 
retire in Kaslo,” Lawna says.

The store carries oil, acrylic 
and watercolour paints, canvasses, 
watercolour paper, mixed media 
cards, art paper, pencils, charcoals, 
pencil crayons, felts, metallic pens, 
fabric paint and pens.

Some craft kits on the shelves 
include rock painting, crocheting 
kits, and sequin kits. There’s also a 
selection of paint-by-number sets, 
and colouring books.

Among the local work for sale 
at the store is macramé, driftwood 
decoration, paintings and prints, 
jewellery, suncatchers, gnomes 
and wands, leather work, cards and 
photos, and candles.

See the ad on this page for more 
information.
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Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

February 19, 
2021

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The proponents of the Zincton 
all-season resort project say comments 
from the public are prompting revisions 
to their plans.

“[W]e are thankful this idea has 
sparked so much interest,” it says in 
the introduction of an 11-page response 
to more than 3,000 comments received 
in May 2020. “Undoubtedly, the 
vision and concept for Zincton have 
been improved by all your questions 
and suggestions. We look forward to 
showing you how your ideas have 
shaped the project.”

The  ‘Summary  o f  Pub l i c 
Comments and Preliminary Response,’ 
released in late December, was the 
final step in the initial ‘expression 
of interest’ phase of the project. The 
project is now moving into its second 
phase, development of a ‘formal 
proposal’ for the government to review 
(see front page story of this edition of 
the Valley Voice).

The Zincton project, revealed 
last spring, is an all-season resort 
planned for a 5,500-hectare area, 
including private and Crown land, 
along London Ridge and Whitewater 
Ridge between New Denver and Kaslo. 
Described by proponents as the “Tesla 
of ski resorts” for its environmental 
sensitivity and new way of doing 
business, it nonetheless came under 
intense scrutiny when announced.

The  ‘Summary  o f  Pub l i c 
Comments and Preliminary Response’ 
is an attempt to address some of those 
concerns.

The proponents open by saying 
that, by their account, social media 
and other public interactions showed 
more people were ‘for’ than ‘against’ 
the project.

“[B]ut most supporters were 
noticeably less active in public 
discussions than those that were 
opposed,” it notes. “We also found that 
there was a significant group that was 
undecided and looking for additional 
information on project details before 
forming a final opinion.” 

Major concerns Zincton’s backers 
say they heard include environmental 
impacts, safety, access to public lands, 
and economic feasibility.

“Given the opportunity, we feel 
that the proposed Zincton project can 
be refined to address these issues,” the 
report says.

Some of the issues and the 
proponents’ responses are as follows.

The development is too large: At 
5% the capacity of Whister/Blackcomb 
and one-fifth the capacity of Rossland’s 
Red Mountain, this is “simply not the 
case,” the report says. While the study 
area for the project is large, “proposed 
visitation more closely resembles a 
community ski hill, not an international 
destination resort.”

Location of the village: The report 
says the village is not going to be in the 
alpine (except one backcountry lodge), 
as some respondents think, but rather 
a small area near Highway 31A, on 
private property.

Comfortable carrying capacity: 
The report says there’s a lot of 
misunderstanding around the estimate 
of 1,550 users daily as the ‘comfortable 

carrying capacity’ (CCC) of the resort. 
Critics say a project that size would 
overwhelm the local community, 
environment and economy. But Harley 
says the number “represents an ideal 
maximum and that typically daily 
visitation will average 60-70% of CCC 
on an annual basis.”

Avalanche risk and safety: 
The proponents say there will be 
comprehensive safety plans, emergency 
protocols, rescue huts and emergency 
helicopter ambulance access. The 
resort will also work alongside local 
Search and Rescue officials to provide 
personnel and equipment when needed 
to effect a rescue.

A f t e r  t a c k l i n g  p e r c e i v e d 
misconceptions, the report moves on 
to describe how the project has been 
tweaked to reflect the public comments 
received.

Wildlife Corridor Protection 
Zone: To protect high-value grizzly 
bear habitat, the Zincton proponents 
have decided to exclude mountain 
biking in the alpine and propose 
a 10,000-acre “Wildlife Corridor 
Protection Zone” that covers much of 
the identified bear habitat. The resort 
would work with other commercial 
operators to minimize recreation 
activities between May and November. 
Non-mechanized public recreation 
would continue as it does now. 

Summer season operations: 
Concerns about water contamination 
in this abandoned mining area have 
prompted the Zincton Lift Company 
to “not pursue any summer season 
recreation activities within the former 
mining sites until a formal review and 
remediation of widespread legacy 
mining contamination has been 
completed.” Summer activities will 
also be defined by the Wildlife Corridor 
Protection Zone.

Water: The Zincton Lift Company 
will preserve water bodies both within 
and downstream of the proposed resort 
area from increased nutrient levels 
and sedimentation by following the 
provincial Riparian Areas Protection 
Act and Water Protection Act. It will 
also develop stormwater management 

practices for construction and the resort 
village “following Provincial best 
management practices.” 

Transportation: The report says 
this one will take more studies to firm 
up the numbers, but estimates that as 
high as 60% of residents and staff will 
be staying on the hill during the winter 
and summer. Hydrogen-burning buses 
will be used to commute workers and 
customers to Kaslo and New Denver 
daily as well, further cutting traffic on 
Hwy 31A. 

B a c k c o u n t r y  L o d g e :  I n 
response to concerns that the resort’s 
backcountry lodge was located in 
high-value wildlife habitat, and that 
high-end, luxury experiences were not 
aligned with the public’s vision of the 
area, the lodge has been relocated west 
– out of that habitat. The lodge has also 
been downscaled to offer a variety of 
experiences at more affordable pricing. 
“The intent is to make the Lodge 
accessible for all backcountry skiers 
and to limit its impact on wildlife and 
wildlife habitat to as great a degree as 
possible,” the proponents pledge. 

Public access and use: To allow 
continued public use of the area, the 
Zincton Lift Company is proposing 
several accommodations, including 
allowing skiers and splitboarders to 
access the backcountry from Fish Lake 
or Retallack as they have in the past, 
without any fees. It will also develop 

a Backcountry Access Plan with local 
user groups. In summer, the public can 
continue to access the backcountry for 
non-mechanized use without charge. 
The road and trail access to Whitewater 
Canyon will be unaffected by the 
proposed restrictions. 

Firs t  Nat ions :  Z inc ton’s 
proponents pledge to “engage and 
work with First Nations in this region to 
understand and address their interests 
as part of the process to develop the 
resort concept.”
Additional Details

• Residences in the Zincton village 
will not be run or managed by the resort, 
but by each owner-operator. The role 
of the Zincton Lift Company will be 
limited to lifts, roads, safety, marketing, 
and reservations. All remaining village 
services and business opportunities 
will be run by independent owner 
operators, encouraging innovation and 
maximizing efficiency.

• Staff Accommodation: Zincton 
will provide up to 60 on-hill apartments 
to accommodate seasonal staff and 

family members, allowing local 
communities to add housing as 
required at their own pace. 

• Daycare: On-hill daycare is a 
must for business owners, staff, and 
residents. “We hope to raise some great 
skiers and bikers!” the report says. 

• Sustainable Food Production: 
Zincton Mountain Village will be 
designed to be a model “high-elevation, 
high-latitude” ecovillage with indoor 
food production. 

• The Zincton Lift Company 
intends to work hard to make it 
an inclusive recreation resort for 
adaptive and vision-impaired athletes. 
“Opportunities to significantly improve 
inclusive recreation is an important 
priority for Zincton,” they say.

With the go-ahead to develop a 
formal proposal to the government, 
Zincton proponents say they will work 
to “develop a deeper understanding 
of the site’s environmental, physical, 
social, and economic realities, and 
advance and refine the preliminary 
concept to reflect this understanding.”

Public feedback prompts revisions to Zincton resort plans
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

COMMUNITY

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Please wear a 
mask in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commer-
cial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles. 
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Marvin’s Small Motor Repairs
Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm
Open regular hours 250-265-4911
Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.
Studio Connexion Art Gallery
Open by appointment or by chance Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm
250-265-8888; 203 Fifth Ave NW, Nakusp

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing 
more space to shop. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave 
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 12 pm Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every 
week from 3 pm – Only $9/pound. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for 
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; 
kaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your 
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to 
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Happy New Year! Now Open: Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm. Closed 
Sunday to Tuesday. We’ve got awesome clothes, warm blankets, great 
books, and much more. Thanks for shopping local – we hope to see you 
soon!

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca; www.valleyvoice.ca 

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Wed-Sat 9:30-2:30 • Sunday 10-2
250-358-7271

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Center
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Center temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers. 
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the 
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250-
226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local 
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online 
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out and delivery. Outdoor seating. 9 am-7 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

submitted
Based on 2020 financial results, the 

Kootenay Savings board of directors has 
declared a 1.25% patronage and share 
dividend, resulting in nearly $350,000 
being shared with members through the 
credit union’s profit sharing program.

“There’s no doubt 2020 was a 
challenging year and the pandemic has 
had a significant impact on individuals 
and small businesses financially. That 
we’re still able to reward our members 
with a profit sharing dividend speaks 
to the diligent work our employees did 
throughout the past year to ensure our 
financial position remains strong, while 
having our members backs through 
difficult times,” shares Kootenay 
Savings’ President and CEO, Brent 
Tremblay.

Kootenay Savings pays profit shares for 28th consecutive year
“Credit unions operate differently 

than traditional banks and sharing profits 
with members is something only credit 
unions offer within the financial industry. 
The concept is simple – the more business 
members do with us, the more profit 
shares they’ll earn each year. It’s our way 
of thanking members for their loyalty 
and commitment to Kootenay Savings.”

2021 marks the 28th consecutive 
year that Kootenay Savings has issued a 
profit sharing dividend.

Since 1992, over $72.5 million in 
profit sharing dividends have been paid 
through the program.

Dividends are calculated based on 
amount of interest earned on deposits and 
amount of interest paid on loans.

Members can withdraw up to 20% in 
cash and invest the remainder in an RRSP 

to earn an instant tax credit.
In addition to the profit sharing 

program, the credit union also distributed 

over $277,000 in donations, sponsorships, 
grants and education awards in 2020, 
supporting numerous community 

initiatives, and providing much-needed 
assistance to local non-profits most 
impacted by the pandemic.

submitted
The new Launch Online grant 

program is designed to help over 1,500 
eligible small- and medium-sized BC 
businesses adapt to changes in consumer 
behaviour and pivot to market their 
products online.

The BC government is investing 
$12 million to help businesses launch or 
upgrade an online store that will provide 
the platform they need to increase their 
sales revenues, become more competitive 
and grow. Up to 25% of the program 
funds will be reserved for regional and 
Indigenous businesses.

Funding supports businesses to launch online
People have increased their reliance 

on online shopping with over $305 billion 
in e-commerce sales in Canada in 2019. 
E-commerce sales are projected to have 
doubled through 2020 and are expected 
to increase further in 2021.

These grants will provide business 
owners, including those in hard-hit sectors 
such as retail, tourism and restaurants, 
with up to $7,500 to build or improve 
their online store and promote BuyBC at 
a local, national and international level.

Grant recipients can use the funding 
for a variety of online-related expenses, 
including pictures, creating an online 

inventory system, advertising costs, 
subscription costs of an e-commerce 
platform and training staff to manage 
the website.

As part of the program, successful 
applicants must use one or more local BC 
service providers to complete their online 
store. Through this model, the grant 
funding can be reinvested in BC-based 
marketing and technology companies to 
generate revenues for local companies 
and help secure and grow jobs.

Small- and medium-sized businesses 
are encouraged to apply online: www.
launchonline.ca
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Winter Write-Off, 2021: Word Coinage
If you’re STILL in danger of losing your edge, your sense of humour or your mind this 
winter, why not enter the Winter Write-Off as an antidote? Some of your friends and 
neighbours spent last month writing haiku and have now won prizes (see the Wide Spot 
column for their poems and names)—plus the adulation that follows when your piece is 
printed in The Valley Voice. All this can be yours, too, for just a little creativity.

Part 2 of the Winter Write-Off opens on February 11th. The task is WORD COINAGE, which 
challenges you to come up with a new word that describing any of the three things below:
1) The feeling that the winter will never end (example: snowendinsight);

2) A name for what we’re all living through (example: damnpendic); and

3) The mental or emotional state engendered by watching or reading the news 
compulsively (example: Post Trumpmatic Stress Disorder). 

Submit your entry electronically at https://widespot.ca/winter-write-off-2021/ or directly 
via snail mail to Box 452, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0. Contestants are welcome to enter 
each category up to three times each. All entries are rendered anonymous prior to judging. 

ENTRIES ARE DUE MIDNIGHT, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24. WINNERS WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED IN THE MARCH 11 VALLEY VOICE.

The Winter Write-Off is sponsored by Convergence Writers’ Weekend, Columbia Kootenay 
Cultural Alliance, the Columbia Basin Trust, and Wide Spot (a project of Turner Zion 
United Church of Canada).

Word 
coinage...

The motherlode of writing 
talent in the once Silvery 
Slocan occasioned joy – and 
consternation – for this month’s 
Winter Write-Off judges, Tom 
Wayman and Art Joyce. While 
Art noted “the abundance of haiku 
eloquence” found in contestants’ 
entries, Tom observed: “Any 
contest is more a judgement of 
the judge’s brain (or lack thereof) 
than the quality of the entries. We 
had to place the laurel (or cedar, in 
this case) wreath on somebody’s 
noggin, damn difficult as that 
task was.” Both Art and Tom 
pass on this advice to the 51 
entrants in this month’s contest: 
keep writing! 

AND THE WINNERS ARE:
Table set for one/three pine 

siskins at feeder/a dinner party! 
Penned by Jana Schellenburg 

Wide Spot: Haiku to you!
(formerly of Silverton and New 
Denver), this poignant (and funny) 
reflection on the current lockdown 
(a common theme in submissions) 
swept top honours in the Haiku-
like Tomfoolery contest.  

In the Classical Haiku section, 
Rosebery resident Tyler Austin 
Bradley took first prize with his 
poem evoking a strong sense of 
Kootenay winter: 

Woodsmoke curled sky/
hoarfrost thick on hemlock 
boughs/marten tracks in snow. 

Gary Wright of New Denver 
captured both visual and aural 
impressions in his offering, 
which placed as runner-up in the 
Classical division:

Ravens throw a call/like 
bamboo chimes in winter/the 
small birds scatter. 

And Angie Elsmore, also of 

New Denver, succinctly outlined 
pandemic guidelines while 
identifying a flaw in the current 
health authority rulings, to flatten 
the competition for runner-up 
position in Tomfoolery:

COVID etiquette/no sneezing, 
coughing, touching/please feel 
free to fart.  

Finally, in a special mention, 
someone using the nom-de-plume 
Tiffany Veritas captured perfectly 
the obsessive nature of haiku 
composition:

Haiku, now, at 3 AM?/what 
is it about contests/must try to 
sleep now.

Each of the winners will 
receive a gift certificate to the 
local store of their choice; one 
has already indicated that he 
will donate his winnings to the 
Food Hamper Society. A win for 

everyone, here!
If you contemplated entering 

the haiku or tomfoolery contest – 
and didn’t – or if you entered and 
didn’t win a prize, please check 
out the ad extolling Part Two of 
the Winter Write-Off: WORD 
COINAGE. There will again 
be prizes! (Not to mention that 
playing with words is a lot more 
fun than pondering the weird 
winter weather or the current 
world political situation.) For 
more information or to enter 
the contest, please go to www.
widespot.ca/winter-write-off.

If you missed the somewhat 
more serious Wide Spot content 
that you normally find in this 
column, it is available online at 
www.widespot.ca/contemplative-
discussion. There you’ll find 
two new pieces, the first a 

consideration of the importance 
of viewpoint – ‘Taller than a dog’ – 

and the second a reflection on four 
dimensions of pandemic response.

by Jan McMurray
The water at Brent Kennedy 

Elementary School is expected to be 
turned on for drinking soon, after a 
ban of about four years on drinking 
the water from the school’s well. 

“We are looking forward to 
bringing the Brent Kennedy water 
upgrade project to a conclusion soon,” 
said School District 8 Superintendent 
Christine Perkins. “The installation 
was concluded in November 2020, 
and is in a required multi-month 
testing phase. We are awaiting the 
final test results and authorization 
from Interior Health to initiate use of 
the new system.”

Brent Kennedy water waiting for IH approval
The sinks and fountains were 

shut off in April 2017, when the water 
became discoloured. After several 
rounds of testing under the direction 
of Interior Health, the decision was 
made to drill a new well and install 
a treatment plant. The new well 
was drilled in June 2017, and the 
treatment plant was completed in 
November 2020.

The school district provided the 
school with hand sanitizer for hand 
washing from spring 2017 to spring 
2019, when IH approved the water for 
hand washing. The district has been 
providing bottled water for drinking 
since spring 2017. 

Animal feed 
for chickens, 
horses, pigs, 
sheep, dogs, 
cats & more

Open 10-4 daily, including Sunday

We are limiting people to 4 customers in the store at any one time

Straw bales $13.00 

Peat Moss - $19.99

NEW arrival 
of ladies & mens 
clothing, flannel 

shirts, vests, 
coveralls, overalls, 

jackets

– Face masks are mandatory –

Valentine’s Day 
is coming!

Dozen red roses $59.99

Dozen red carnations $19.99

Flower arrangement in vase
Bouquets of flowers: small, 

medium and large
Show your love with 

flowers

Please call ahead and reserve
 your flowers, limited 

quantities
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Joseph 
Gordon 
Bowolin
May 13, 1953 to 
October 29, 2020

It is with deep sadness 
that the family of Joe 
Bowolin announces that 
he perished in a house fire 
on October 29, 2020 near 
Edgewood, BC.

He will be lovingly remembered by his family; brother Rudy (Louise) Bowolin 
of Crazy Creek, BC, brother Nick (Harriet) Bowolin of North Shore, Nelson, BC, 
sister Margret (Sterling) Simpson of Burton, BC, sister Diane (Paul) Cooper of 
Kelowna, BC, sister Kathy (Gary) McIntyre of Fruitvale, BC, and sister Janet 
Bowolin in Germany.

He was born in the Nelson hospital and was raised in Ymir, BC. Later family 
moved to Nelson where he attended school. Then for a few years he lived at Porto 
Rico a few Km. North of Ymir, then off to Crescent Valley, Lumby, Kelowna, 
Nakusp, Langley and finally to Edgewood where he was taking care of a small farm.

Joe was cremated and will be joining Karl, Pete, Mom, Dad, Jimpop, Peter Jr., 
and Wendy at their final resting place. His ashes will be laid to rest at a later date.

 No funeral arrangements by family request. May he rest in peace, without 
pain and suffering.

Joseph Gordon Bowolin will be remembered for his BIG Hugs, his BIG Heart, 
his helping hands and creative and artistic mind, Living Life on His Terms. My 
way or the .............!!!! 

It is what it is!!!!!.

A word of appreciation to the doctors, clients and staff who support our pharmacies
Kaslo & New Denver Community Pharmacy

COMMITTED TO YOUR HEALTH & OUR COMMUNITY
403 Front Street, Kaslo Phone: 250-353-2224 • 309 6th Avenue, New Denver Phone: 250-358-2500 

by Moe Lyons
If you live in New Denver and have 

small pets or chickens, now is not the 

This bobcat was caught eating New Denver resident Ellie Scheepens’ chicken underneath her back porch.
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Lock up your animals!
time to let them roam freely. Not only 
is it coyote mating season, always a 
hazardous time for small edible creatures, 

but also other beautiful but deadly 
predators are on the prowl. Numerous 
sightings of bobcats have been reported, 

one photographed at the north end of 
Bellevue, and various spotted throughout 
the Orchard. Several domestic cats have 
disappeared.

A couple of weeks ago, Hank 
Hastings, who lives in the Orchard in 
New Denver, went out to close up his 
chicken coop just after dark. He thought 
his chickens were just in there asleep. The 
next morning, he went to let them out, and 
all four were lying in the coop cold and 
dead. Their necks had been broken. 

“You have to have a good solid 
structure to protect your chickens,” he 
says, “and I do. But I just waited a little 
too long that day.” 

He couldn’t tell what had killed his 
hens because at that time there was no 
snow on the ground. He took the chickens 
and bagged them and put them in his 
greenhouse. A little while later in the day, 
he noticed a movement in the yard and 
saw a marten trying to figure out how to 
get to the carcasses. “I chased him away. 
I tried to trap him to relocate him but he 
was too smart to get caught.”

A couple of days later his neighbour, 
Ellie Scheepens, came home to find two of 
her chickens dead. “I thought the marten 
must have come and gotten them, too.” 
She put the carcasses on a chair and went 
down the road to fetch her son, Isaac. 
When they came back, one of the dead 
chickens was gone. A friend’s dog showed 
great interest in something under the 
back porch. They looked, and there was 
a bobcat, happily chowing down on a dead 
chicken. Isaac was able to film the cat.

Ellie is a novice chicken-keeper, and 
while her chicken run is beautiful, it is 
made of chicken wire and is not sturdy, 
so even though she tried to secure her 
remaining chickens, a couple of days later 
the cat was back, and she saw it mauling 
her big black hen. “I ran out and yelled and 
kicked it and it ran off, but the chicken was 
really badly hurt and the next day it died. 
I took the remaining chickens to a friend 
who has a more secure setup.”

Hank says over the years he has 
successfully fended off skunks, raccoons, 

bears and other creatures – even a 
porcupine – but no system is perfect and 
now his chickens have fallen prey to yet 
another wild creature. A friend of Ellie’s 
who is a hunter told her at this time of year 
the young bobcats tend to show up in town 
looking for territory and food. 

So, in the interest of peaceful 
coexistence with the other species who 
call this home, we all need to be wary 
and protective and keep our small furry 
and feathered friends safe.

Kamloops investigation 
leads to firearm seizure 
in Vallican
submitted

An arrest in Kamloops late last 
year led to the recent seizure of loaded, 
insecure firearms in Vallican, reports 
Corporal Derek Pitt of the Nelson RCMP.

On February 4, a search warrant 
was executed at an address in Vallican 
following an investigation initiated by the 
Kamloops RCMP Targeted Enforcement 
Unit (TEU). The investigation began 
after a Kamloops man was arrested in 
November and found to be in possession 
of a non-restricted firearm contrary to his 
release conditions. 

With the assistance of the National 
Weapons Enforcement Support 
Team (NWEST), TEU launched an 
investigation into the origin of the 
firearm and discovered it had been 
purchased less than two months earlier 
by a former Kamloops resident, who 
had since relocated to the Nelson area. 
The investigation led police to believe 
more firearms were outstanding and 
that their owner may not be complying 
with provisions of his Possession and 
Acquisition (firearms) License. Nelson 
RCMP attended the suspect’s residence 
and executed a search warrant related to 
the investigation, resulting in the seizure 
of three firearms, loaded and insecure. The 
suspect was not home at the time.

The investigation is ongoing. No 
further information is currently available.
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

MOUNTAIN GOAT 
RANGE & THREATS

BC has more than half of North America’s 
mountain goats, some populating the Goat 
Range, Valhalla and Kokanee parks, also 
travelling the connectivity corridors between 
these protected areas. Threats include: 
unintended harassment by helicopters and 
snowmobiles (especially during kidding season 
and in winter when goats are weakest) and 
roads that give access to hunters and poachers.

Happy 
Valentines 
Everyone

Stay Safe and Healthy 

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The assistant superintendent 
of Arrow Lakes School District 
10 says he’s ready to take on 
the challenge of the district’s 
top job. Dubinsky will become 
superintendent in August.

“I am just really excited, and 
thankful to have the opportunity,” 
says Assistant Superintendent Peter 
Dubinsky. “I’m really grateful to 
our board for having the confidence 
to appoint me to this important 
position, and to [Superintendent] 
Terry Taylor for her mentorship and 
guidance.”

Dubinsky, who turns 50 in 
March, was announced as the 
new superintendent after a special 
meeting of the SD 10 board of 
education on January 26. The hire 
came just a month after Taylor, 
the outgoing superintendent, 
announced her upcoming July 31 
retirement.

The board passed revisions to 
its hiring policies after Taylor’s 
resignation announcement to 
modernize the search process, in 
anticipation of a complex search. 
But in the end, it was a pretty 
straightforward hire, from within 
the organization.

Dubinsky says good planning 
allowed the board to avoid the 
sometimes expensive and complex 
external search.

“This district has spent a lot of 
time to make sure there is internal 
capacity,” he told the Valley Voice. 
“So if you have internal capacity, and 
you have succession planning, and 
you have an assistant superintendent 
who is capable and confident in the 
role, boards are looking more and 
more for internal appointments 
instead of spending time, money and 
energy looking outward.

“I feel really grateful the board 
did not feel the need to do that.”

Dubinksy may have been hired 
quickly, but he comes with all the 
bona fides. He was first hired as an 
educator in 1985, and spent most of 
his career in Burnaby as a classroom 
elementary teacher, head teacher, 
vice principal, principal, then 
director of instruction/learning. In 
August 2019, he moved to Nakusp 
to work as Taylor’s assistant, which 
he describes as excellent training for 
his new job.

“It’s like learning all over again. 
… I call it an incredibly humbling 
experience,” he says. “I found it 
incredibly enriching. I got to learn 
new things. I took on portfolios here 
I did not have in Burnaby in my 
previous position.

“And the opportunity, with 
Terry’s help, to get closer to the 
board, to work with the board, has 
given me that experience to prepare 
for the position of superintendent. 
It’s been hugely rewarding and 
exciting.”

Dubinsky will be spending 
the next seven months – he takes 
over the superintendent’s job in 
August – working more closely 
than ever with Taylor, diving 
deep into the position, studying 

Peter Dubinsky will replace Terry Taylor as superintendent of School District 10 Arrow Lakes 
when Taylor retires on July 31 this year.

Internal hire: Peter Dubinsky to take over as SD 10 superintendent in August
policy, researching, working with 
staff. He says he hopes to bring a 
collaborative management style to 
the job.

“This district is an amazing 
district, with its level of staff 
commitment, so my job is to support 
that commitment, to ensure people 
feel cared for, their contributions 
are acknowledged and we continue 
to do everything that is possible 
for students’ success academically, 
socially and emotionally. That’s 
my job.

“And then to work with the 
board in a governance role to ensure 
the district continues to move 
forward with innovative practice, 
and general care for kids, creating 
places that are great to learn and 
safe to be at.”

Dubinsky says the job will be 
a challenge, but it’s something he’s 
been working towards his whole 
career.

“I don’t think when you start as a 
classroom teacher you ever think it’s 
where you want to be. But through 
my educational career, I have been 
gravitating to leadership roles,” he 
says. “As you start to get that kind 
of experience, you start to realize 
‘I really enjoy this’ – having the 
opportunity to work with different 
people, bring them together, lead 
in certain areas. You see yourself in 
those roles, the governance side of 
education.

“Every job in education is 
important, but this is an incredibly 
important one. It takes a lot of 
preparation, it’s not something you 
can step into. You do have to walk 
the walk. You have to walk in others’ 
shoes, and engage to be prepared to 
do this. So it’s an accurate statement 
to say I’ve spent the last 18 months 
working towards it.”

And the style he plans to bring 
to the job?

“I consider myself approachable 
and easy-going,” he says. “I have 
high expectations on where I want 
the school district to be, but we do 

that together. I think leadership is 
about convening, bringing people 

together and listening, and thinking 
about what’s possible.”

“That’s what I’ve always seen 
for education and my role, from the 
classroom to the principal’s office, 
and I will continue to do that. And 
my door is always open.”
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A well known West Kootenay 
couple are closing down their Baker 
Street business in Nelson for health 
reasons.

Chris Dawson and Barb Williams 
made the tough decision to close 
Culinary Conspiracy last week after 
Dawson’s long-standing heart issues 
got worse in recent months.

“The time has come. I just can’t 
manage it from here,” said Williams 
from Vancouver, where the couple 
is waiting for life-saving surgery 
for Dawson. “We want to thank all 
our customers over the years. We 
couldn’t have done it without their 
help and support.”

Dawson, 59, was born with a 
heart defect that caused his heart to 
pump improperly. After receiving 
surgery as a youth, his condition 
improved. But in the last decade or 
so, it’s gotten worse.

Dawson went to Vancouver in 
January for a checkup, but doctors 
immediately put him in the intensive 
care unit. He was scheduled for open-
heart surgery this week to install a 
ventricular assist device – essentially 
a mechanical pump – to keep him 
alive.

“At the moment he is not a 
candidate for heart transplant but 

Chris Dawson, owner of Culinary Conspiracy on Baker Street in Nelson, is in Vancouver with serious heart health issues. The store will not re-
open and the stock will be liquidated.

Medical issues close Baker Street foodies’ mainstay
the hope is that if they can increase 
his blood flow with the mechanical 
pump, then a few months down 
the road he may be a candidate for 
transplant,” she says.

But the heart issues – which 
began to get worse in 2006, around 
the time they opened Culinary 
Conspiracy – have forced the 
couple’s hand: the kitchen supply 
store loved by “foodies” in the West 
Kootenays is now closed.

“I have a daughter who’s coming 
out from Calgary, she’s a chef, 
she knows food, so she’s going to 
come and work for a month for me 
and try to liquidate the stock,” says 
Williams. 

She says she has neither the time 
nor the energy to spend months trying 
to sell the business, so the store is 
closed for good. She says she’ll be 
returning to her job at the Community 
Futures program later this year, where 
she’s worked for nearly three decades 
helping local businesses. 

But her husband’s health comes 
first, and the next few months will be 
about recovery from surgery, caring 
for him and helping him regain his 
strength.

February is Heart Month in 
Canada – a public campaign designed 
to bring attention to the importance 
of cardiovascular health, and what 

we can do to reduce our risk of 
cardiovascular disease. February 14 
is, fittingly, National Organ Donor 
Day, and Williams has a simple 
message for her customers, friends 
and everyone else.

“Sign your organ donor card,” 

she says. “Don’t leave it to your loved 
ones to decide after you go. If you 
have a clear picture you want your 
organs to go to help someone else, 
you take this difficult decision away 
from them at a time when they are 
trying to come to grips with the grief 

and the loss.”
She also says people who wish 

to help can donate to the Heart 
Transplant Home Society, a group 
that helps provide low-cost housing 
near St. Paul’s Hospital for heart 
patients and their families.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Residents of Nakusp have, well, 
gone a bit bonkers over a turkey.

The female wild turkey has 
been hanging around town since the 
summer, and has built a local fan base 
of astonishing size. 

For months people have reported 
on her whereabouts regularly on 
social media, posting notices of 
where she’s hanging out, debating her 
turkey motives, and asking drivers to 
be patient as she toddles across the 
street, taking her own sweet time.

“Why did she cross the road?” 
asked one Nakuspian in a recent post, 
setting up the perfect punchline from 
another: “To prove she isn’t chicken.”

Bad jokes aside, the young 
female – Miss Gobbler, Frances, 
Teena (no one can quite agree on 
a name yet) – is now appearing in 
other media.

“She is the town mascot and 
I wanted to incorporate her into a 
few paintings,” says Ricky Lamb, a 

Talkin’ turkey in Nakusp
local artist. He’s integrating the hen 
into a series of cartoony paintings 
featuring the bird, businesses and 
buildings in the community, and his 
own characters. “It seems that the 
patrons of town have taken her under 
their wings, and are very protective 
of her well-being.”

He’s not the only one to fall for 
the feathered female.

Another local artist, Don Mabie, 
also had a close encounter with the 
bird on his back deck in December, 
just shortly after watching it hang out 
with his neighbour.

“At one point I turned around 
from shovelling and standing some 
four to five feet from me was the wild 
turkey. She hung around for about 15 
minutes drinking water off the deck 
and eating some of the greenery on 
one of the plants,” he recalls. “It 
seems to have no fear of humans and 
at times she was about two feet from 
me — within striking distance. I did 
fear for my life.”

He’s joking, of course, as turkeys 
are not known for their predatory 

behaviour.
So what’s the appeal? Mabie 

thinks he has an answer.
“I think people are bored, fed up 

with COVID-19 and the turkey is not 
doing anyone any harm and they like 
to see her hanging in there,” he told 
the Valley Voice. “She is a diversion. 
When I see her, I do get a little 
excited, like seeing your pet when 
you get home. Perhaps that sounds 
a little weird – it is hard to explain.”

Lamb has a more straightforward 
theory as to why Nakuspians have 
taken the bird to heart.

“I think they have done that 
because the people of Nakusp are 
a very warm community... they 
really pull together when something 
happens to one of their own,” he says.

As for the bird, no one knows 
why she’s hanging around, though 
no doubt she’s got a good gig going, 
with half the town feeding her. In 
fact, rumour is a second turkey has 
appeared, muscling in on the action.

We’d ask, but we don’t talk 
turkey.

This female wild turkey has been hanging around town since the summer, and has built a local fan base. 
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Nakusp man says he can provide 
residents, businesses and visitors 
downtown with free, high-speed 
internet for the next four years – if he 
can get a bit of help from council.

Ron Nymeyer came to Nakusp 
council on January 25 to ask for a letter 
of support, and permission to install 
wi-fi transmitters on Village street 
lamps for a demonstration project that 
could be a test case for internet service 
in the future.

“The  v i l l age  i s  se r ious ly 
underserved by the large corporations 
in terms of internet activity and 
connectivity,” he told council. 
“Basically [this project will] prove 
that the last mile is possible and within 
our reach.”

Nymeyer, operating under the 
business name Dragon’s Davinci, says 
his project would see two antennas 
broadcasting a wi-fi signal several 

Nakusp man wants to deliver fast, free wi-fi to downtown
hundred metres in any direction from 
Village lampposts on Broadway. 
Because it’s a proof-of-concept project, 
he says the real effective distances still 
have to be determined.

If it works as a test model, wi-fi 
connection to the web could be the 
model for when the CBT’s fibre-optic 
project brings fast internet to town.
Partnering with KASA

Nymeyer says the idea first came to 
him when he was working on computer 
network upgrades for the Kootenay 
Adaptive Sport Association, located 
at the Shon’s Bike Shop building on 
Broadway. He was looking to set up 
a wi-fi hotspot for his own business 
when he realized Shon’s would be a 
good location for one of his pilot project 
transmitters.

KASA has since become a partner 
in Nymeyer’s proposal. He’s also going 
for a Columbia Basin Trust non-profit 
tech grant.

KASA is involved because it needs 

better internet, like every agency in 
Nakusp, said Cedra Eichenauer, who 
was helping Nymeyer make his pitch. 

“Once the fibre comes in, it will 
be up to the Village to decide how to 
distribute it, and what Ron is trying to 
do is show us as a community what an 
example of that distribution could look 
like, work out some of the bugs so that 
that research is done before we have to 
implement it on a big scale,” she said.
Business benefit

Providing a third-party wi-
fi access point would be good for 
local businesses, Nymeyer says. The 
wi-fi from his antennas is the same 
signal as in a private home, just more 
commercially robust.

“By having a cohesive environment 
for the wi-fi, business and local people 
can log into one access service, and then 
all the village businesses wouldn’t have 
to be constantly giving out their wi-fi 
passwords,” he said. “It would help 
keep their networks secure and have 

their bandwidth available for business 
use. It would make business run more 
smoother, make them more secure.”

The pilot project will go for about 
four years – which would provide 
service until the Columbia Basin 
Broadband Corporation’s fibre-optic 
line is operational. Then, he says, the 
Village would be in a great position 
to take immediate advantage of a new 
high-speed network. The ‘last mile’ 
problem would essentially be solved, 
he said.

“This will create a foundation to 
get everything tied together, working 
and running, so we have all the bugs 
worked out. So when CBT comes up 
and says you have a connection, you 
put in a backhaul, and we go,” he said.
The ask

Nymeyer asked council for access 
to a couple of Village lampposts and 
their electrical outlets – the same used 
to light the holiday decorations at 
Christmas. He says it should be a trivial 

thing to install the wi-fi transmitters.
While his service would be free to 

the user, providing broadband does cost 
money. Nymeyer says they’ll recover 
their equipment costs through a grant 
they’re applying for from the CBT. 
The service will cost about 20 cents a 
day to operate the connection. Having 
invested in the equipment out of pocket, 
he says Village support on the daily cost 
would also be welcome. But it was not 
part of his formal request to council.

Nymeyer also asked council for 
a letter of support for his CBT grant 
application.

“I’m trying to do the best I can do 
for the downtown, so I can show it is 
possible, I can show it is ready to go,” 
he says.

Council told Nymeyer they 
couldn’t offer him a letter of support 
or access to the lampposts right away 
– staff had to review his plan for costs 
and liabilities. A report is expected back 
to council by the next meeting.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

People working on Nakusp’s 
economic development came to the 
Nakusp council meeting of January 
25 with a proposal and request. 

T h e  N a k u s p  a n d  A r e a 
Development Board (NADB) says 
it can be instrumental in helping 
Nakusp rebuild its economy, with 
planning for pandemic recovery now 
underway.

To do that, it wants to develop 
an advisory board to consult with 

Nakusp and Area Development Board seeks part-time executive director
the NADB’s board of directors, and 
to hire a part-time executive director. 

Made up of Village, RDCK and 
Columbia Basin Trust officials, the 
advisory board would help focus the 
decision-making process.

“This advisory group would 
clearly tell us their priorities for 
economic development,” said 
Corrine Tessier, the NADB’s 
treasurer. “We could make reference 
to the OCP (Official Community 
Plan) and the Common Agenda, and 
anything else relevant at the time.

“These priorities would then 
be fed into the NADB board of 
directors, and we propose the board 

hire a part-time executive director to 
implement some of these projects.”

To pay for the executive director 
position, the NADB is asking the 
Village for $4,000 from the COVID 
Relief Fund, a $692,000 pot of 
cash the Village received from the 
Province. They’ve also approached 
the RDCK for $10,000 and will use 
$10,000 of their own funds to top up 
the salary. Tessier said the NADB’s 
workload was just not sustainable 
for volunteers.

“There’s an awful lot of work 
now. I have spent 30 hours this month 
alone on concentrated work, and 
other board members are involved 

with stuff,” she said. “It’s simply not 
sustainable for us anymore to take 
this on ourselves, especially with the 
opportunities.”

Communities like the Slocan 
Valley, Creston, Nelson and 
Castlegar, Tessier pointed out, have 
hired executive directors who are 
guided by boards aligned with local 
governments and advisory groups. 

“It allows clear reporting back 
to the community on the economic 
outcomes,” she said. “The NADB 
proposes we can generate greater 
economic outcomes with this model 
in place.”

The request will become part 

of council’s upcoming budget 
debate. In the meantime, the NADB 
will continue to work on its 2021 
priorities, set up a memorandum 
of understanding for the advisory 
board, find an executive director, and 
continue with economic development 
and recovery plans.

T h e  N a k u s p  a n d  A r e a 
Development Board formed in 
1989 and has been involved in many 
economic development projects 
over the years, such as the Common 
Agenda process, the Nakusp and 
Arrow Lakes Economic Summit, 
and the Rental Project Management 
Feasibility Study.

Invasive Species 
Council to hire 
200 people
submitted

The Invasive Species Council of 
BC will be hiring 200 people to identify, 
report and manage invasive species 
across BC, thanks to $8 million in 
funding from the BC economic recovery 
plan, StrongerBC, to support jobs and 
help communities cope with the ongoing 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The BC Economic Recovery Plan 
prioritizes new job opportunities for 
unemployed or underemployed workers. 
The program has a specific focus on 
hiring displaced agriculture, tourism and 
forestry workers, Indigenous peoples, 
youth, women, and other COVID-19 
affected workers throughout BC.

Thanks to this investment, ISCBC 
will provide much needed jobs to support 
invasive species job opportunities 
throughout the province, from entry 
level to skilled roles. The jobs will 
include training and transferrable skill 
development to support increased 
invasive species outreach, reporting and 
behaviour change initiatives and on-the-
ground management of invasive species 
on provincial public land and waters, as 
well as Reserve and local government 
lands where authorized.

ISCBC will begin hiring for this 
program immediately and through the 
duration of the program. Positions will 
be posted at bcinvasives.ca, on ISCBC’s 
social media channels and through 
ISCBC’s newsletter.
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Do We Live In A 
Compassionate Community? 
On Sunday, February 21st, the New Denver and Area 
Hospice Society will be hosting the final “Compassionate 
Communities” Zoom call to discuss how to be a good 
neighbour or friend without overstepping boundaries. How 
do you balance privacy and concern? When is it right to 
ask for help for a friend or neighbour? Participants are 
invited to join in the call at 6:30 p.m. as we discuss what 
we owe each other as members of a healthy community. 
The discussion will be facilitated by Therese DesCamp. 

This conversation is open to any community member in 
the New Denver Area. To register for the call and to get the 

link, please contact Ana Bokstrom 
admin@newdenverhospice.ca

The Compassionate Communities discussions
are funded by New Denver Hospice through
a grant from the Regional District of Central 

Kootenay and co-sponsored by Wide Spot, 
a project of theTurner Zion United Church 

of Canada.

by Kathy Hartman
• The Village will submit an 

application for funding for sidewalks, 
a trail and a stairway near New 
Market Foods and the school. Council 
asked staff to apply for a $450,000 
COVID-19 Resilience Infrastructure 
Stream grant to create a safe and 
accessible connection between the 
school area and downtown. The 
funding would cover the costs of a 
sidewalk along the highway in front 
of New Market Foods (from Hwy 6 
to New Market Foods), a sidewalk 
along Kootenay Street beside the 
Domes, a covered concrete stairway 
along the path that goes from New 
Market Foods up towards the school, 
and a gravel path suitable for wheeled 
travel from New Market Foods up the 
hill towards the school. 

The Village completed an Active 
Transportation Network Plan last 
year that prioritized this area for 
improvements.

• Staff will contact Telus for 
cost estimates for the installation 

New Denver council, January 26: Funding application for sidewalks, stairway near grocery store
of high-speed fibre optic broadband 
internet to Knox Hall and the 
Village office. The Village’s current 
internet service provider is Secure by 
Design. The pandemic has created 
an increased demand for bandwidth, 
as video conferences have replaced 
many in-person meetings. The 
Village will continue to work with 
the Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation (CBBC) to bring a 
fibre-optic backbone to the region, 
but with the delays in that project, 
staff recommends looking to Telus 
temporarily until the CBBC project 
is complete.

• Council agreed to provide 
a letter in support of the Healthy 
Community Society of the North 
Slocan Valley’s project to create a 
community garden in New Denver. 
The preferred site is a pie-shaped 
plot of land located on the west side 
of the S-curve on Hwy 6 as you’re 
heading north out of New Denver 
towards Nakusp. This vacant land 
belongs to the Province (Ministry 

of Transportation) and is zoned 
residential. For a community garden 
to be located here, the land would have 
to be rezoned, which would include a 
public hearing. The process to secure 
the use of the provincial land is 
complex and Village staff would have 
to be involved. Chief Administrative 
Officer Catherine Allaway indicated 
that those arrangements may be in 
place in time for the 2022 growing 
season.

The society is currently looking 
for funding for the project. The 
plan is to build raised beds for 
communal plots, install fencing 
(both conventional and electric), 
install an irrigation system, purchase 
tools, build a washing station and 
tool shed, set up a composting 
system, hire a part-time coordinator/
manager, educate the community 
about community gardens, and 
organize community volunteers. The 
society plans to design the garden 
with seniors in mind, and to design 
part of the garden to be completely 
accessible to the mobility-impaired. 
To put all this in place would cost an 
estimated $54,755.

• New Denver’s camping fees 
will increase this year, and campers 
will have to reserve and pay online.

“One of the major influences that 
the COVID-19 pandemic has had on 
consumer behaviour generally is that 

online platforms have become widely 
accepted and cashless transactions 
are now the norm,” states a staff 
report to council. “Given these recent 
changes staff recommends moving to 
online payments (as well as online 
reservations) for the 2021 camping 
season. This will facilitate physical 
distancing and the risk of COVID-19 
transmission.”

The campground has used 
CampgroundBooking.com for 
online reservations since 2019. This 
platform also offers online payment 
options. 

Fees were increased from $30 to 
$40 for lakeside sites, from $30 to 
$35 for serviced sites and from $5 to 
$10 to use the sani-dump. Regular, 
overflow and group tenting fees were 
not increased. This is the first hike in 
fees since 2014. 

The new rates were in place when 
campground reservations opened for 
the 2021 season on February 1.

• Council met at a Committee of 
the Whole meeting on January 22 and 
asked staff to apply for a $650,000 
Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Outdoor Revitalization grant. This 
funding would support some of 
the projects that come out of the 
Centennial Park Master Plan. 

• Mayor, councillors, and staff 
discussed municipal and budget 
priorities for 2021 at a Committee 

of the Whole meeting on January 
29. The Village is involved in 55 
projects that require funding for 
2021. Some projects have received 
funding, some are awaiting funding, 
and some are on the priority list but 
no funding applications have been 
made for them. The projects span 
a wide range of community, public 
works, protective, and administrative 
services. 

• Council received the Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre Report 
and the Heiwa Teien Maintenance 
Report for 2020. Despite being closed 
for a month and a half, there were 
more visitors in 2020 than in 2019 
at the Nikkei Centre (3677 in 2019 
and 3857 in 2020). September was a 
very strong month. The Heiwa Teien 
report describes the work completed 
on the garden by head gardener 
Hiro Okusa, fellow Vancouver-
based Japanese gardeners Kumpei 
Wakino and Tomo Nakazato, and 
local gardeners. Many of the major 
trees and shrubs throughout the 
garden were pruned, and the longest 
branch on the cherry tree received 
a traditional cedar support. Both 
reports can be found on the Village 
website.

• Council voted to appoint 
Councillor Fyke as a representative to 
the New Denver Poverty Reduction 
Steering Committee.

by Moe Lyons
A presentation of the campground 

plans completed by Lees and 
Associates was made to Silverton 
council on January 25. Council 
committed to prioritizing the project 
in its 2021 work plan.

Stewart Denny of Lees and 
Associates explained that they used 
GPS surveys, onsite observation, and 
data obtained from public surveys 
and workshops to develop two 
different proposals for Silverton’s 
campground. He said the Village can 
go with either one of the proposals, 
or can mix and match between the 
two. The next step will be to refine 
the report and develop final plans, 
he said, which would be prepared 
in a way that can be updated and 
maintained by Village staff.

Denny said the goals for the 
project were “to provide a made-in-
Silverton experience” that featured 
the lakeshore and views of the 

Silverton council receives plans for campground
Valhallas, quality sites, as well as 
gathering spaces and amenities for 
groups. It was also important to 
“utilize and protect natural features” 
and to “generate revenue and make 
the campground sustainable.”

Denny went through features 
that are found in both proposals. 
The beach next to the campground, 
and the lakeshore campsites, would 
be protected from flooding with 
the use of boulders, vegetation and 
raised sites. He said this beach could 
be primarily for campground users. 
Although public access would still be 
possible here, other beaches could be 
promoted for public recreation. 

Communal space with picnic 
tables would be created near the 
washrooms in both plans, with trees 
planted to provide shelter and create 
attractive spaces. Fencing would be 
low-impact, primarily split-rail cedar.

A dedicated boat launch turn-
around is also part of both plans. 
Currently, the turning area for the 
boat launch doubles as an entry into 
the campground. In both plans, this 
area is a turn-around for the boat 
launch only.

Both options have 20 sites, 
with one of them dedicated to the 
campground attendant. Option 1 
has nine RV sites and no serviced 
sites, and uses most of the existing 
roads. Option 2 has seven RV 
sites, all with water and power 
servicing, and includes a permanent 
structure for the office and attendant’s 
accommodation. Option 2 involves 
building a new road system, with the 
main entrance and exit from Turner 
Street and a secondary access from 
Leadville, removing circulation on 
Water Street.

Option 1 is estimated to cost 
$386,000; option 2 is estimated at 
$551,000.

It was clear from the discussion 
that council members like the idea 
of looking over the proposals and 
coming up with a ‘mix and match’ 
final plan.

Acting Mayor Leah Main said 
she liked the new road layout in 
option 2, as “it addresses a lot of 
the issues we’ve had over the years, 
is more centrally located and does 
not use the Water Street access.” 
However, she noted it would require 
quite a bit of grading. CAO Hillary 
Elliott said she thought this could be 
done in-house.

In the public part of the meeting, 
there were questions about the 
opportunity for public input into the 
campground plans. Main said council 
would try to set up a community 
process, making reference to the 
difficulty of doing this in a “pandemic 
world.” Don Broughton stated he 
thought the whole process “should 
be stopped until we can have a public 
meeting.”

Barb Broughton objected to 
the fact that the plan encroached 
on Water Street and stated this was 
illegal. She wanted to know why 
encroachments on Village streets 
were included in the plan. Main 
said the Village had a difference of 
opinion about the legality of this and 
stated that the Village had legal right 
and authority to alter street plans.

The proposal is posted on 
the Village website (silverton.ca) 
under ‘Documents’ as part of the 
agenda package for the January 25 
Committee of the Whole (COTW) 
meeting.
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Professional haircuts & 
styles for one & all.

Clean, comfortable 
home setting in the 
Slocan Valley.

Flexible days and hrs.
By appointment only pls.

For more info 
call 250 226 6833

Covid Regulations Followed.

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

submitted
The Columbia River Treaty 

Local Governments Committee has 
updated its recommendations on the 
modernization of the Columbia River 
Treaty.

The updates are based on what 
the committee has heard from Basin 
residents and local governments since 
its original recommendations were 
provided in 2013. 

The committee has submitted 
the updated recommendations to the 
five governments represented on the 
CRT negotiating team – the federal 
government, the BC government, the 
Ktunaxa Nation, the Syilx-Okanagan 
Nation and the Secwepemc Nation. 

Unlike the process during the 
original treaty negotiations, this time, 
the provincial government has been 
consulting with Indigenous nations and 
inviting input from Basin residents and 
local governments since 2012. 

“There are real opportunities to 
refine the treaty and domestic hydro 
operations to reduce the negative 
impacts on our quality of life in the 
Basin,” says Linda Worley, committee 
chair. “We thank Basin residents 
for continuing to advocate for 
improvements and the CRT negotiating 

Columbia River Treaty Local Governments Committee updates recommendations 
team and Minister Conroy for the 
phenomenal engagement opportunities, 
for hearing our concerns and doing their 
utmost to rectify these impacts.”

Based on input from Basin 
residents, the recommendations have 
been revised to include a detailed 
description of the impacts from the 
treaty, and to update and refine the 
original 2013 recommendations. Also, 
recommendations have been added 
on less fluctuation in reservoir levels, 
and a broader governance structure 
that includes Indigenous Nations 
at a government-to-government 
level with the federal and provincial 
governments, as well as Indigenous and 
western science expertise in ecosystem 
management, local governments and 
basin residents. 

Adding ecosystem function as a 
third and equal priority in the treaty, 
alongside flood risk management and 
hydro power generation, is a continuing 
interest and priority for many Basin 
residents so there is relief in knowing 
this is one of the main points of 
discussion during the negotiations. 
The committee acknowledges and 
supports the federal decision that the 
three regional Indigenous nations 
have official observer status in the 

negotiations and supports their 
leadership in integrating ecosystem 
function into the treaty. 

The committee is very aware of 
the public commitments by the BC 
CRT team to bring any elements of 
a negotiated agreement that impact 
the region back to residents and 
local governments for review before 
negotiations are finalized. 

“We encourage Basin residents 
and local governments to get educated 
about the treaty and stay informed 
about the ongoing negotiations to be 
ready to provide input when invited,” 
says Worley. “We assure the negotiating 
team that the committee and Basin 
residents will be looking for significant 
changes in the treaty that improve our 
quality of life compared to current 
operations.” 

The Columbia Basin Trust provides 
extensive background information 
about the treaty on its website. The 
Province’s CRT website has regular 
updates on the negotiations and the 
option to subscribe to an e-newsletter. 

The committee was created in 
2011 by the local governments in 
the region impacted by the treaty. 
Its primary purpose is to assist local 
governments and region residents to 

engage in decisions around the future 
of the treaty. Since 2012, the committee 
has worked closely with the BC CRT 
Team to consult with residents and 
local governments in the region to fully 
understand the concerns and issues 
related to the treaty. 

The Columbia River Treaty is a 
water management agreement between 
Canada and the United States that 
regulates the flows of the Columbia 
River in southeastern BC for flood 
control and power generation purposes. 
Negotiations to modernize the Treaty 
began in November 2018. The federal 

government leads the negotiation of 
this international treaty, however BC 
has representatives on the team because 
water management is a provincial 
responsibility in the Canadian 
federation. In May 2019, the federal 
government invited the three regional 
Indigenous Nations – the Ktunaxa, the 
Secwepemc and the Syilx-Okanagan 
– to join the Negotiating Team as 
observers. Their role has been described 
as observers plus as they are involved in 
all negotiations preparations and have 
made presentations during negotiating 
sessions.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

January saw a ‘record breaking’ 
amount of rain last month in the West 
Kootenay, say forecasters from the 
Southeast Fire Centre in BC.

More than three times the usual 
amount of rain fell (327%) as three 
separate sets of Pacific storms moved 
through the area in a stronger than 
normal, mild westerly flow.

“Total snowfall was 61% above 
average and total precipitation was more 
than double the average,” said Jesse Ellis. 
“Maximum daily precipitation records 
were broken on the 11th, 12th, and 31st.”

And when it did rain, it poured. 
“The number of days with measurable 

Warm and wet – not words usually used to describe January
precipitation was not unusually high 
(17 out of 31, or a little over half), so 
for total precipitation to be more than 
double the monthly average, some storms 
would have had to come with much 
more moisture than is typically seen in 
January,” says Ellis.

Some of the month’s frontal systems 
fed on moisture originating from sub-
tropical latitudes of the central and eastern 
Pacific.

A strong cold front associated with 
the frontal wave fed by an atmospheric 
river during the night of January 12 and 
early morning hours of the 13th led to 
strong winds and (somewhat counter-
intuitively) the warmest temperature of 
the month along the leading edge of the 

airmass.
The month also saw daily temperature 

records were broken on three occasions, 
and the warmests day (at +9.6°C) came 
within a half a degree of the nearly 
50-year-old monthly record of +10°C.

The mean monthly temperature of 
-0.1°C was 1.5 degrees above average.

A flow of northerly and north-
northwesterly air at higher altitudes 
nearer the end of the month brought 
clear and cold nights, the coldest the 23rd 
(-9°C) and 24th (-10.4°C).

Despite the heavy rains that passed 
through the region, the province as a 
whole saw a drop in its overall snowpack 
percentages during the same month (see 
story, page 3).

submitted
The Suzy Hamilton Legacy Fund 

honours the work of one self-identified 
woman environmental activist in the 
West Kootenay each year through a 
cash award. The Legacy Fund was 
established at the Osprey Community 
Foundation in 2016 after the death 
of well-loved and dedicated West 
Kootenay environmental activist and 
journalist Suzy Hamilton, founder of 
the West Kootenay EcoSociety.

Countless women are doing 
phenomenal work in the West Kootenay 
on a wide range of conservation and 
sustainability issues. Every year, the 
awards committee is deeply impressed 
by the passion of the nominees and by 
the words of their nominators.

There is no official entry form. 

Suzy Hamilton Legacy Fund Award now taking 2021 nominations
Entries should include the name and 
contact information of the nominee, 
as well as a short paragraph about the 
work they do for the environment. We 
welcome the re-submission of nominees 
from previous years. Nominations can 
be sent to the Fund’s award committee 
at mclboyd@gmail.com. Nominations 
close on March 15.

Heather McSwan of the Glade 
Watershed Protection Committee 
was the first recipient of the newly 
established Suzy Hamilton Legacy 
Fund award in 2018. The 2019 winner 
was Laura Sacks of Citizens Climate 
Lobby. In 2020, the award went to 

wildlife biologist and educator Joanne 
Siderius, and also posthumously 
honoured long-time Slocan Valley 
environmental and Indigenous rights 
activist Marilyn Burgoon.

Michael John 
Magnuson

Mike died in Slocan on March 30, 
2020, not March 30, 2019 as stated 
in his obituary on page 10 of the 
January 14 Valley Voice. The fam-
ily apologizes for any confusion 
this caused.
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The Hungry Barber

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF 
INTEREST (EOI)

Halcyon Assisted Living Society is inviting Expression 
of Interest (EOI) from qualified contractors for interior 
renovations in Halcyon House. Interested contractors 
can request an appointment for viewing the proposed 
project by contacting Robyn Hicks, (Site Manager) at 

(250) 265- 8546. 
The deadline for submitting is 4:30 pm. February 26, 2021.

CAN YOU IDENTIFY 
YOUR LOST PET?

• collar and ID tag • ear tattoo • microchip
Most important, did you remember to 
register your pet and keep your contact 
information up-to-date? HELP US 
RETURN YOUR LOST PET TO YOU!

For more information, phone 
PALS at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

• Council agreed to apply for a 
Licence of Occupation for the rail 
trail washout area, and to provide 
KASA (Kootenay Adaptive Sport 
Association) with a letter of support 
to accompany its grant application 
for the project.

• People living in recreational 
trailers on private lands in Nakusp 
won’t see any rule changes until 
the summer. Village council voted 
to extend the timeline that suspends 
enforcement of any rules limiting 
them until June 2021.

Last fall, several citizens living in 
recreational trailers came to council 
to argue their rights when it began 
considering limiting or banning 
people from living in recreational 
trailers on private property. They 
said the ruling could leave some of 
them with no affordable housing. 
Council has concerns about safety, 
zoning, and the impact on the 
housing market. Its was planning 
to enforce its housing rules as of 

Nakusp council, January 25: Licence of Occupation application for rail trail a go
May. That’s now been pushed back 
a month. 

Village CAO Cheryl Martens 
has prepared a report on the matter. 
She said it will be delivered to 
council next meeting.

• Nakusp residents have stepped 
up to the plate when it comes to 
conserving water. That, plus catching 
a few breaks with the weather and 
finding big leaks in the system, has 
reduced Nakusp’s draw on its water 
system. 

Residents used 673,000 cubic 
metres of water in 2020, a drop of 
almost 50,000 cubic metres from the 
year previous. And that’s with more 
users on the system.

“We have found a couple of 
leaks. Crescent Bay had a major leak 
we didn’t know about for years,” 
Public Works foreman Bob Gresiuk 
reported to council. “But I think it 
was the weather; we had one of our 
wetter years.”

Last summer council warned 
strict water use rules may have to 
be implemented as water use at peak 
summer times threatened to exceed 
supply.

Meanwhile, work continues on 
permitting for a new well for the 
municipal water system, and further 
improvements have been made to 
system monitoring.

• The Village now knows 
how much the pandemic cost the 
municipally owned hot springs 
operations. Nakusp Hot Springs 
Supervisor Noel Ballard told council 
the facility saw a 39% drop in 
revenue in 2020. While the hot 
springs made over a million dollars in 
2020, it barely scraped past $600,000 
this year. That’s going to reduce 
council’s flexibility at budget time, 
when revenues from the hot springs 
can be used to offset tax increases.

Council decided to disband 
the committee that oversees the 
management of the hot springs. The 
decision was made at a planning 
meeting held last month. Mayor 
Tom Zeleznik says council decided 
it just didn’t need the extra layer of 
bureaucracy.

“We weren’t meeting that often, 
and then with COVID-19 we found 
we were better off dealing with 
council and the manager,” he said. 
“If something else comes along, we 
can bring it back. There were no real 
issues that needed to come forward 
that council or staff couldn’t answer 
and work with them.” 

• Chief Financial Officer Mark 

Tennant had some good news for 
councillors on the budget front. 
At December 31, 2020, general 
operations were showing a surplus 
of about $158,000. That looks like 
great news on paper, but Tennant 
warned the final number would be 
likely half that.

“Note that there are still 2020 
expenses and adjustments outstanding 
and we will see these surpluses 
decrease,” he cautioned. “It is 
estimated that the general operating 
fund (administration, parks and 
recreation, public works, and fire) 
will have a year-end surplus of at 
least $70,000.”

Final numbers will be delivered 
in February’s monthly report to 
council.

• The Village’s payroll system is 

entering the 21st century. 
“We are currently in the process 

of migrating our payroll system from 
paper-based time sheets to online 
time entry,” Tennant told council.

The  cu r ren t  sys t em has 
employees fill out their paper time 
sheets, which are entered into the 
system by another staff. The new 
system will save about .15 FTE in 
costs. 

“It will also provide the benefit 
of saving a lot of paper (time sheets, 
pay slips, time-off requests, T4s 
will all no longer be paper-based),” 
Tennant noted. 

• Council passed, as expected, its 
revised bylaw on fees and charges on 
the system. Rates have now been set 
on everything from renting towels 
at the hot springs ($2.50) to sewer 

charges at the hospital, per bed 
($474.85).

One councillor does want to see a 
change for next year. Joseph Hughes 
wants people who offer short-term 
rental accommodations in town 
to pay for their water use, and be 
subject to penalties if they operate 
unlicenced. Other councillors agreed 
the B&B business should be looked 
into, but as a whole, from taxation to 
licencing to regulation.

“I would really like this to 
happen his year,” said Hughes. “I 
think evaders is a real problem.” 

Staff said the issue is a little more 
complex to regulate than a simple 
line item for water charges, but said 
they could work on the issue sooner 
if council wanted to drop some other 
priority from the staff work list.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Nakusp Village councillors got 
a first look at the kinds of decisions 
they’ll have to make in setting 
this year’s capital budget. Village 
Chief Financial Officer Mark 
Tenant unveiled the draft plan, 
which contains a mix of ‘wants’ and 
‘must-do’ jobs for 2021.

The following are among the 
jobs and line items council has to 
consider.

• The second stage of the marina 
repairs is due to begin. The Village 
will seek $330,000 through the 
Community Economic Recovery 
Infrastructure Program (CERIP) to 
replace the remaining 300 feet of 
breakwater.

• There’s always one more job 
to do in any reno, and the downtown 
revitalization is no different. The 
Village is being asked to spend 
$33,367 from the NACFOR dividend 
to put the final touches on Broadway.

• The fire department needs a 
shed for its trailers. The three-bay 
enclosed building is estimated at 
$50,000. The project would be 
funded through fire reserves.

• Public Works has a number of 
mid-sized jobs, including renovating 
its office, for around $50,000. The 
1st Avenue culvert is also scheduled 
to be replaced this year, at nearly 
$1.3 million – the Village is seeking 
100% of that cost from a federal 
infrastructure grant.

• The Village needs about 
$330,000 worth of new equipment 
–a loader, three-quarter-ton dump 
truck, and sanders. However, it won’t 
have a direct tax impact, thanks to a 
$404,000 pot of money.

“All equipment purchases are 
fully funded from the equipment 
reserve,” Tennant reports. “Sound 
financial planning on the part of the 
Village provided for the creation of 
the reserve a number of years ago. 
The reserve is funded from taxes 

Nakusp council considers draft capital budget 
and the equipment is replaced on 
a rotating basis depending on its 
useful life.”

• The Village’s sports facilities 
also need some work. There is one 
carry-over project from 2020: the 
campground expansion plan. New 
projects include replacing auditorium 
tables and chairs, upgrading the 
alarm system at the sports complex, 
upgrading the internet at the 
sports complex, replacing a blown 
compressor at the arena ice plant, 
and the biomass plant (conditional 
on grant funding). The total is about 
$150,000, mostly paid from surpluses 
and special funds. 

• The Nakusp Rotary Club is 
requesting a $40,000 contribution 
from the Village towards phase one 
of the Adventure Park, which has 
an estimated total cost of $165,000. 
Councillor Aidan McLaren-Caux 
mused out loud as to whether there 
might be an extra $18,000 the Village 
could contribute to that project. 
That will form part of the upcoming 
budget negotiations.

• The major projects for the water 
system this year are the third well 
and an additional 200,000-gallon 
reservoir, which will offer redundancy 
and enable future growth. The 

estimated cost of the well is $550,000 
and the estimated cost of the reservoir 
is $600,000. Funding will come from 
water surplus ($400,000) and water 
reserves ($777,538).

• The sewer system also has some 
major work planned for 2021, though 
these are dependent on the results 
of the Village’s grant applications. 
The projects are part of a three-year 
plan subject to federal infrastructure 
grant approval. The total cost of the 
projects is an estimated $1,350,000. 
The village would have to put up 
about a third of that, which would 
come from its sewer reserves. 

• The municipal hot springs needs 
some work and has purchases to 
make. New projects include backup 
generators, a storage shed, and a 
utility vehicle/mini truck. The total 
cost of all projects is $97,000. The 
money would come from facility 
reserves and its meagre surplus for 
this year.

Council received the report as 
information and will debate it in the 
weeks to come. It will pass the final 
capital budget in April. 

The operating budget, covering 
day-to-day work at the Village, will 
be released for discussion later this 
month.

submitted
Rotary Club of Nakusp has 

partnered with Rotary Club of 
Golden and nine other Kootenay 
Rotary clubs to present online 
bingo every Friday evening. This 
is becoming a popular online social 
event, and a good fundraiser for 
clubs that have been hard hit by the 
COVID-19 shutdown.

Now is your opportunity to enjoy 
bingo from the comfort of your 
home on a Friday night. Gather in 
your bubble, grab your beverage 
of choice, and be prepared to have 
fun and support your local Rotary 
club. Each club gets a percentage of 
the evening’s take, based on player 
support of that club.

Prizes are based on a percentage 
of the cards sold. This week’s total 
prize money is over $12,000.

Rotary Club of Nakusp 
offers online bingo

The game is held on Facebook. 
Players are asked to go to the 
Facebook page at 5 pm local time, 
and the game starts at 5:30 pm.

Cards must be purchased in BC, 
so invite your friends and family 
anywhere in BC to play. All they 
need is a Facebook page and access 
to electronic fund payments to pay 
for the bingo cards ($10 each). Credit 
and debit cards should be available 
in the future.

Visit https://rotaryclubofnakusp.
o rg /b ingo .php  fo r  de t a i l ed 
instructions (and all the relevant 
links) on how to buy the bingo cards 
and to play.

For more information, call 
Sara at 250-354-2833 or email 
rotarycovidbingo@gmail.com, or 
post them to the group for one of the 
admins to answer.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Come see us for special 
Chocofellar Valentine’s 

treats. Cards and gifts too! 
Open Tuesday -Saturday. 

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Kaslo River Bridge deal

The Village of Kaslo has entered into 
a formal agreement with the Province to 
share costs in some of the work on this 
year’s Kaslo River bridge replacement. 

“[The Ministry of Transport and 
Infrastructure] is including some of 
the Village’s infrastructure within 
their project area and scope, which is 
to the Village’s benefit,” a staff report 
indicated. 

While the Province replaces the 
bridge, they’ll also relocate a watermain 
along the east side of the highway 
approaching the bridge, reinstall a street 
light pole, and install new sewer service 
lines crossing under the highway in 
anticipation of that system’s eventual 
expansion. 

The Village will cover the material 
cost of the sewer service work (pipes, 
fittings, manholes) and engineering 
but the construction work is included 
within the Province’s overall project. 
The cost of this work is estimated at 
$20,000-$25,000.

“Constructing the highway sewer 
crossing now could save significant 

Kaslo council, January 26: Strategic plans, arena work and bridge deal signed
costs on the expansion project,” notes 
the staff report. 

Council approved a recommendation 
that the CAO sign the agreement on 
behalf of the Village.
Arena work funding 
application

The Village will submit a grant 
application for nearly $225,000 on 
behalf of the Kaslo and District Arena 
Association for critical upgrades at the 
Kaslo Arena, including fire system and 
electrical upgrades, and replacement of 
the ice condensers.

In his staff report, the CAO thanks 
Tammy Horick for preparing the 
application materials.

Among the work being done 
includes upgrades, improvements 
and evaluation of the building’s fire 
alarm system for code compliance, 
with a certified electrician doing work 
on installing, repair and replacing 
pulls, sensors and wiring as necessary; 
installation of a remote alarm panel; and 
a post-install inspection. 

“The building’s original fire alarm 
and sensor system have suffered from 
decades of patchwork additions and 
repairs,” the CAO’s report says. “Several 

fire pulls and sensors throughout the 
building are either working intermittently 
or not working at all, in part because of 
improper electrical connections. Small 
repairs are now creating greater problems 
elsewhere in the system, and it’s time for 
the system to be professionally assessed 
and upgraded as necessary.” 

The nearly 50-year-old hockey 
arena ice plant condensers will be 
replaced, installed by a certified 
refrigeration technician and signed off 
by a refrigeration engineer. 

“Their failure is expected to be 
sudden and soon, consequently ending 
the availability of hockey and skating 
for our region indefinitely,” warns the 
staff report.

Fundraising for the condensers 
began several years ago, but their 
extremely high cost combined with other 
capital asset purchases in the interim 
have delayed this project.

Also pushing the work schedule 
is a new transformer being installed 
this year by FortisBC, which will 
provide electricity to the building that 
is incompatible with the current system. 
“Upgrades to wiring are required for 
the building to be powered,” the staff 

report says. 
The arena was shut down at the end 

of November 2020, except for minor 
hockey practices, due to provincially 
ordered COVID restrictions. Minor 
hockey concluded at the end of January. 

“The extended shutdown and the 
timing of this grant opportunity are 
ideal for moving forward with the ice 
condenser replacement project,” says a 
staff report.

The federal grant would cover most 
of the cost, with the Village agreeing 
to cover any budget over-runs for the 
project as a condition of the application. 
The Village’s own arena reserve fund and 
funds from the Kaslo and District Arena 
Association should allow the Village 
to “cash-flow the project and cover 
any unanticipated costs without using 
operating funds or taxation,” staff said. 

Council gave staff the go-ahead to 
apply for the grant, from the Investing 
in Canada Infrastructure Program’s 
COVID-19 Resilience Infrastructure 
Stream, for ice condenser, fire system and 
electrical upgrades at Kaslo and District 
Arena totalling $224,653. 
WildSafe renewed 

The Village approved funding 
a community coordinator position 
this summer to help keep humans 
and wildlife safely apart. The Village 
normally puts $2,500 towards the part-
time position that runs from May to 
November. A minimum contribution of 
$4,000 is required from the community 
being served. The Village support will be 
matched by a contribution from RDCK 
Area D.
Racquet club lease fee 
waiver denied

The Kaslo Racquet Club served up 
a request for a break on its $149 lease 
fee for 2021.

“Government-enforced COVID 
restrictions have reduced the club’s 

ability to gather revenue from fees,” 
wrote Mabel Russell from the KRC. In 
the meantime, the club has had to pay 
full price for fixed costs like insurance 
and pandemic expenses like hand 
sanitizers. The fee break would “assist 
us in weathering this financial storm,” 
Russell wrote.

But staff advised against the move.
“A waiver would set a precedent 

for other Village lease arrangements 
with clubs and societies,” said a report, 
noting like many clubs, the KRC already 
enjoys a permissive tax exemption on 
their leased land and improvements. The 
2020 value of the club’s tax exemption 
was $901.71, it said.  

In the end council agreed, rejecting 
the request.
Recycle audit

Recycle BC’s audit of Kaslo’s 
curbside recycling program in October 
2020 found a contamination rate of only 
1.4%, much lower than the 4% provincial 
average. “We commend Kootenay Waste 
Services’ team for doing a great job 
collecting our waste and recyclables!” 
the CAO says in his report.

RETRACTION
The January 28 edition of the 

Valley Voice includes an article 
titled ‘Kaslo council gives local 
businesses tax relief’ (page 19). 
The story is incorrect and has been 
retracted. The article stated that 
Kaslo council wouldn’t be charging 
business taxes this year. This is 
incorrect. Kaslo council voted to 
reduce business licence fees to zero 
for certain categories of businesses. 
Another article on page 19, titled, 
‘Kaslo council, January 12: Support 
for housing Legion, racquet club’ also 

contains this inaccuracy in the first 
sentence. The Valley Voice apologizes 
for the error and any confusion it 
caused.

CORRECTION
In our Kaslo council notes in the 

January 28 edition, we reported that 
the Province has offered to include a 
sewer line connection across Kaslo 
River as part of the Kaslo River Bridge 
replacement project. This is incorrect. 
The Village is negotiating with the 
Province to include a highway crossing 
opposite D Avenue to accommodate 
future sewer expansion.  

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp and Kaslo Selkirk 

College campuses have a new manager 
and community education coordinator.

Vince Barletta comes to the 
Kootenays from Winnipeg. He lives 
in Kaslo.

Barletta says the courses offered 
through community education at 
Selkirk range “from bookkeeping to 
beekeeping.”

“I encourage people with ideas for 

Vince Barletta is the new campus manager and community education coordinator at Selkirk 
College in Nakusp and Kaslo.

New campus manager at Nakusp and Kaslo Selkirk College invites new course ideas
classes they could teach to reach out 
to me and I’d be happy to help them 
develop a course,” he said.

The college recently mailed out 
the course guide, with well over 100 
courses offered. The course offerings 
are also found online. “We offer courses 
to help people grow their businesses, 
courses to give people the skills they 
need for training for the workforce, and 
courses purely for interest, like health 
and wellness. We recently had a class 

on installation of home generators, 
and we have a program coming up on 
how to produce and publish podcasts. 
Community education is an incredible 
opportunity for people to offer their 
skills and knowledge to others.”

Barletta also encourages people 
who have needs for training for 
themselves or their employees, such 
as FoodSafe, to contact him. “We can 
arrange to have an instructor deliver 
these types of courses when there is a 
demand,” he said.

Barletta says he has been in a 
variety of roles in the past, working for 
the St. Boniface Hospital Foundation, 
Economic Development Winnipeg, and 
in provincial and municipal government.

“This work is in many ways an 
extension of that,” he said. “It’s an 
exciting place to be and an exciting 
institution. The people in both the 
Nakusp and Kaslo regions have been 
very warm and welcoming. I’m 
enjoying it a great deal.”

Contact Barletta at 250-265-8865 
or vincebarletta@selkirk.ca. Check the 
website for course offerings and more 
information at www.selkirk.ca/ce.
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New Winter Hours:
Wednesday – Saturday 

11 am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday – 

Tuesday
Main Street, New Denver 

250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

West Kootenay 
Appliance Repair

Steve – 250-505-0644 
westkootenayappliancerepair@gmail.com

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Valley ExchangeValley Exchange
Buying/SellingBuying/Selling
Gold & SilverGold & Silver
250-353-7844250-353-7844

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

NOTICES

HEALTH

FOR SALE

PETS

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

ACCOUNTING 
FOR YOU 

Need to manage your GST, PST, 
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage 
Deduction remittances? 

We provide timely processing 
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and 
Financial Statements 

Sharie Merrifield 
25 years experience 
Email: sha01@telus.net 
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’) 
Tel: (250) 358 - 6806

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
2021 GRANT APPLICATIONS 
from the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund - 
deadline March 19. Guidelines and other 
helpful information available at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com. 

THE BUDDHA, THE DHARMA & 
THE SANGHA of a Tai Chi Life: Agents 
of brightness and justice raise the stakes is 
now available at Raven’s Nest bookstore 
in New Denver. Author and teacher looks 
forward to Tai Chi/Qi Gong in the parks just 
as soon as weather permits. If interested, 
email: valhallataichi@gmail.com.

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY 
to live your dream and own your own 
business. Become the proud owner of the 
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the 
main street of New Denver. The newspaper 
business can provide a modest living for you 
and your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 

absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self-Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

VIRTUAL SEEDY SATURDAY - Farm 
Folk City Folk is reaching out this February 
19-21 to offer a Virtual Seedy Saturday 
Conference. The weekend begins on Friday 

with a free keynote by Vandana Shiva and 
a screening of Seed: The Untold Story and 
continues all weekend with presentations by 
master gardeners and seed savers. A great 
opportunity to launch the gardening season 
with the pros! Go to bcseeds.org/schedule 
to check it out and bcseeds.org/register to 
sign up for as little as $5!

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION! 
Koots Kids Clothing Store, 222 Lake Ave., 
Silverton General Store. Used clothing and 
footwear accepted. Open Thursdays and 
Saturdays 11am-3pm or by appointment. 
Call 250-505-4610. Follow ‘Koots Kids 
Clothing Store’ on Facebook.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 

in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! 
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais 
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-551-
8505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-
551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New 
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 

Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for all the things taken from the hotel 
as follows: all the archive pictures that were 
displayed in hallway, BA sign orange and 
blue, grandfather clock, air conditioners in 
all the rooms, 5 old yellow hockey jerseys in 
frame with broken glass, and numerous other 
things. Please return, no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for people who have witnessed: 
heavy machinery driving on our septic 
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our 
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel 
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca
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mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Winter Hours

10 – 5  Mon – Sat  Nov  –  Feb 
Closed Sundays & Long Weekends

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –

muralsbytim@gmail.com

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

  River Bardati
  250-354-9535

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

SERVICES

WANTED

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca 

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT 
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales, 
installations, service inspection & 
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing; 
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals, 
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design 
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. 250-355-0088.
JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.

NEWLY RETIRED COUPLE looking to 
rent in beautiful New Denver or Silverton, 
from April 1 to October 1, 2021. We have 
been coming to New Denver in the summer 
for more than 20 years. We would love 
to spend the whole summer there. Local 
reference available. 250-231-2834.

Aimee Watson joined the Columbia Basin Trust board of directors as of January 1, 2021. Nominated by the 
RDCK board, she replaces Larry Binks of Creston, who had been the RDCK’s nominee on the CBT board 
since March 2015. Watson is the RDCK’s Area D director and board chair. Codie Morigeau, a nominee of 

the Ktunaxa Nation Council, is also new to the CBT board this year. The Trust is governed by a 12-member 
board of directors. The five Regional Districts in the Basin and the Ktunaxa Nation Council each nominate a 
director, and the Province of BC appoints the remaining six directors. All directors must reside in the Basin.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Events  Select 

Committee of Kaslo council formed 
in November last year, and is 
currently working on a Heritage 
Week event.

Mayor  Suzan Hewat  and 
Councillor Molly Leathwood are 
the committee members.

Kaslo council strikes events committee
“The overall idea behind the 

committee is to have a few more 
events in Kaslo, and to foster 
community pride as well as to 
have more of a council presence,” 
said Councillor Leathwood in an 
interview. “Of course, during the 
pandemic, we will be following 
public health guidance.”

Two new events the committee 
is considering organizing this year 
are an Earth Day community litter 
pick-up and a Fall Fair.

Leathwood explained that the 
committee is looking for partner 
organizations for new events, and to 
explore ways they can participate in 
existing events. For Heritage Week, 
the committee has reached out to 
Kootenay Lake Historical Society and 
the Kaslo Masonic Lodge.

The  commit tee  does  no t 
have funding for existing events, 
Leathwood explains. A $5,000 budget 
was approved for the committee 
for 2021 to cover expenses directly 
related to events the committee hosts.

The main way the committee 
can help is by promoting events 
on social media such as the Kaslo 

Now Facebook page, and the Village 
website. She says organizations and 
businesses that participate in events 
will be showcased in the committee’s 
advertising.

Leathwood says they drafted a 
letter about the committee and took 
it to Front Street businesses last 
month. They also communicated with 
organizations such as the Chamber 
and Housing Society. They were 
invited to a Kaslo Chamber meeting 
to discuss the committee and its 
mandate with the Chamber board.

Mayor Hewat says the idea for 
the committee came through her 
work on the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM) board. Social 
media posts from her FCM colleagues 
about events in their communities 
gave her ideas about events that could 
take place in Kaslo.

“I  approached Council lor 
Leathwood with the idea and she 
agreed that we would propose the idea 
to council,” said Hewat. “Since we 
have both had experience with putting 
on Kaslo’s birthday celebration in 
August, we felt we could put on other 
similar events in Kaslo.”
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

RECYCLING

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199 MUSIC LESSONS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

ADVERTISING
Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

FOOD SAVERS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

For more than 70 years, 
Tupperware’s thoughtfully 

designed, made-to-last products 
have been helping people  find 

solutions for their everyday needs!
Contact Susan Wilson
Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751
www.susanwilson.my.tupperware.ca
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

submitted
Residents can apply for rebates 

when they scrap an older fossil fuel 
burning vehicle and purchase a new or 
used electric vehicle from a participating 
new car dealer.

In 2021, SCRAP-IT® will provide 
$6,000 towards the purchase of a new 
electric vehicle and $3,000 towards 
the purchase of a used electric vehicle. 
These rebates, when combined with the 
CleanBC Go Electric program, could 
result in a combined reduction of $9,000. 
Both programs are stackable with any 
federal program offering. As with prior 
years, the number of rebates available in 
2021 is limited.

“British Columbians know about 
the climate change emergency and 
wonder what they can do to make a 
difference. Our program gives them 
the opportunity to make the switch to 

submitted
School District 8 is seeing first time 

grad rates maintain at 78% for the third 
year in a row, according to Ministry of 
Education Completion and Graduation 
rates for the 2019-2020 school year.

BC Ministry of Education data 
shows the percentage of resident 
students who have completed Grade 
12 within six years of enrolling in Grade 
8 maintained at 95% in 2019-20. The 
provincial average is 89.6%.

Our English Language Learners 

SD 8 first time grad rates maintain at 78% for 2019-20
(ELL) continue to improve with a 
completion rate of 90.8% in 2019-2020 
over 81.2% in the previous year.

Graduation rates for Indigenous 
students continue a four-year positive 
trend, with a six-year completion rate 
of 74.7%, up from 57.6% in 2016-2017 
and higher than the 71.1% provincial 
average. This is excellent news for our 
Indigenous families.

All students’ completion rates are 
at 74.6% and all resident students at 
80.5%.

“Education staff have worked hard, 
under unprecedented circumstances last 
year to ensure the right interventions and 
supports for students were provided,” 
says Board Chair Lenora Trenaman.

Six-year completion rates for 
students with special needs dipped 
to 61.1% in 2019-20 from 73.1% the 
previous school year, yet remains higher 
than the four-year rate from 2016-2017 
which was 48.5%. The provincial 
average graduation rate for students 
with special needs is 73.9%.

Electric Vehicle rebate program announced for 2021
an electric car and make that transition 
much more affordable,” says Diane 
Roberts, SCRAP-IT® CEO. “Our 
electric vehicle program has been 
extremely successful to date, and I 
am very happy that we’ve secured 
the funding to continue this important 
work.”

Since SCRAP-IT® launched its 
electric vehicle program in 2015, more 
than 6,250 British Columbians have 
scrapped a vehicle and purchased an 
electric vehicle through the program.

SCRAP-IT® also administers the 
CleanBC Go Electric Transportation 
Options Program (TOP) which includes 
rebates for electric bikes, transit passes 
and car share credits.

SCRAP-IT® is a not-for-profit 
society focused on clean transportation 
initiatives in both BC and Alberta. The 
scrap vehicle program is designed to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
lower exhaust pollutants across the 
province. Permanently removing any 
fossil fuel burning vehicle from our 
roads and replacing it with an electric 
vehicle creates a significant GHG 
reduction which has a positive impact on 

climate change. Every vehicle scrapped 
has its components properly recycled, 
thus providing another layer of positive 
environmental stewardship.

Becoming an electric vehicle owner 
using the SCRAP-IT® Program is 
easy. At the website www.scrapit.

ca/5stepstoevownership/ you’ll find 
the five Steps to EV Ownership, which 
walks interested customers through the 
process.

Program and qualification details 
can be found on the website at www.
scrapit.ca.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A young man is going to get 
a first-hand look at how local 
government works in the coming 
months as the alternate for Regional 
District of Central Kootenay Area D 
Director Aimee Watson.

Jace Lamoureux was chosen by 
Watson recently to act as the alternate 
director for Area D.

“He’s super keen, ready to work 
and has interest,” Watson told the 
Valley Voice. “As a young adult that 
grew up in Howser, he knows Area 
D well.”

Lamoureux, 18, is a pre-med 
student at Selkirk College, and 
will be focusing on health issues 
among his first responsibilities as an 
alternate director. Watson has asked 
him to represent her on local health 
organization boards, as well as assist 
her with newsletters, updates, and fill 
in for her on various duties.

“For example, later this month 
I’ll be reading a statement for her 
about the Kaslo Public Library, 
at an event they’re holding,” says 
Lamoureux. “I’ve also been given 
the opportunity to explore other 
areas I have personal interest in. I 
wanted to get into health care. So 
I’ll be sitting for her in the Kaslo 
Health Care Select Committee and 
West Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital Board meetings.” 

Lamoureux’s days are already 
pretty full, especially as a student 

Alternate RDCK director assignment bringing ‘youth to the table’
in a pre-med program. But he says 
he’s confident he can manage the 
workload.

“Time management is a very 
useful skill,” he says. “And at the end 
of the day, I still have a few hours of 
free time in the evenings. It’s just a 
matter of sitting down and getting 
work done in an efficient manner 
without getting distracted.”

It’s not the youth’s first foray 
into the political realm. Last year he 
convinced Kaslo Village council to 
add a non-voting youth member to 
the municipal government. Kaslo 
council is now in the recruiting 
process to bring a high school student 
into the position. 

He also spent his last year in high 
school on the student council, and 
as a youth delegate on the School 
District 8 school board. That helped 
build his interest in public policy.

“It can be a tedious process for 
sure, but it was cool to see the actual 
force that drives the policies, rules 
and bylaws,” he says.

His interest in government grew 
as he watched a fellow classmate 
work to get a Pride sidewalk installed 
in Kaslo.

“I watched how frustrating it 
was for them to have to go through 
a very long process of obtaining 
grant money, and going through 
several stages of just trying to speak 
to people and get it passed, and 
motions,” he says. “And I thought, 
you know, if we had more youth in 

positions like this, we might be able 
to speed up the process and clear 
some of the bureaucratic hurdles 
that stop positive change from 
happening.”

Lamoureux says he’s looking 
forward to learning more about how 
local government can affect health 
care.

“In  my program here  a t 
Selkirk we get to meet doctors and 

practitioners, and get to hear their 
‘front end’ half of it,” he says. “But 
we don’t get a lot of insight into 
the back end, the funding, and who 
makes those decisions that force 
health care professionals to behave 
in a certain manner or use limited 
tools or what have you.”

His ultimate goal, however, is to 
inspire other local youth to step up 
and get involved.

“You know, at the end of the 
day there’s only so much I can 
do. But that inspiration of others 
– it shows other youth it doesn’t 
have to be just people with a huge 
amount of education; it doesn’t have 
to be people with many years of 
experience making these decisions. 
Everyone matters, and it’s youth’s 
future we’re talking about, so we 
need a seat at table.”

Jace Lamoureux was chosen by Area D RDCK Director Watson recently to act as the alternate director for Area D.

submitted
Bringing to light climate change 

issues and priorities in rural British 
Columbia is the focus of an upcoming 
conference that aims to build the 
skills and knowledge necessary to 
reduce carbon emissions and adapt 
to an uncertain future.

Registration is now open for 
‘Bridging Silos: Advancing Climate 
Adaptation and Low Carbon 
Resilience in Small Communities 

Climate adaptation conference focuses on rural regions
and Rural Regions.’ The free 
online event will take place on 
March 4 and 5, and is hosted by the 
Columbia Basin Rural Development 
Institute at Selkirk College (RDI). 
The conference will bring together 
exper ts ,  c l imate  adapta t ion 
practitioners, community leaders 
and residents to explore pathways to 
a more resilient and climate-friendly 
future. 

“Whether it’s extreme weather, 

floods or wildfire, climate change 
is affecting the places where we 
live, work and play,” says Lauren 
Rethoret, Coordinator of the RDI. 
“Small communities and rural 
regions have unique challenges and 
opportunities when it comes to taking 
action on climate change.”

The work of the RDI is delivered 
through Selkirk College’s Applied 
Research & Innovation Centre in 
Castlegar, linking students and 
faculty with community partners to 
find collaborative solutions to social 
innovation challenges. Applied 
research aligns with the college’s 
goal of being a valued partner in 
community development, regional 
collaboration, innovation and rural 
capacity building.

Accelerating progress to meet 
the demands of a rapidly changing 

Registration is now open for the March 4/5 conference Bridging Silos: Advancing Climate Adaptation 
and Low Carbon Resilience in Small Communities and Rural Regions that will be delivered virtually 

by the team at the Selkirk College Applied Research & Innovation Centre in Castlegar.

world depends on a new willingness 
to innovate and collaborate across 
sectors, disciplines, regions, and 
jurisdictions, which inspired the 
conference theme of ‘Bridging 
Silos.’ 

The event will highlight some 
of the latest innovations and insights 
from and for small communities. 
Drawing on expertise from across 
the province and beyond, it’s an 
opportunity to look closer at how 
rural regions are seeking to increase 
their climate readiness and to plan 
for low carbon resilience. The virtual 
conference design will provide 
space for networking and active 
participation to help attendees build 
relationships and learn from each 
other.

The Bridging Silos conference 
welcomes participation from local 

governments and First Nations 
(staff and elected officials), 
community organizations, consulting 
professionals, researchers, students 
and interested members of the 
general public. 

The Selkirk College event 
will be hosted in partnership with 
the Planning Institute of British 
Columbia  (Kootenay-Rocky 
Mountain  Chapter)  and the 
Adaptation to Climate Change 
Team (ACT) at Simon Fraser 
University. The initiative is offered 
through the Municipalities for 
Climate Innovation Program, which 
is delivered by the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities and funded 
by the Government of Canada

To view the program and 
register please visit https://selkirk.
ca/bridging-silos.
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by Claire Paradis
Koert Dieterman thinks this time, 

the second time around, retirement 
might stick. The first time, an 
invitation in 2014 from Nakusp 
Community Forest’s (NACFOR) 
Hugh Watt drew him back into 
forestry, work he has been doing 
most of his life. 

Koert Dieterman started life 
in Nieuwa pekela, Gronnigen, in 
the Netherlands. When he was 
about three or four years old, the 
Dietermans sailed to Halifax and 
then took a train across to Sylvan 
Lake, Alberta, where Koert’s dad cut 
ice for ice boxes. 

“Everybody was friendly, 
helped each other,” Koert recalled. 
“Everybody left their keys in their 
car back then.”

Chasing work as a baker, Koert’s 
dad, Koert Senior, moved the family 
to Coronation, Alberta but the climate 
was hard on the Dietermans. 

“It was hell, the winters were 
brutal, drought in the summer. Mom 

Local logger Koert Dieterman has witnessed enormous changes in Nakusp and to the logging 
industry during his time living and working in the area. Here’s Koert (right) with his son Gabriel 

in 2018 at NACFOR’s Wensley operating area.

Koert Dieterman part of Nakusp’s forestry legacy
couldn’t take it,” said Koert. 

An ad for a bakery that was for 
sale in Nakusp changed everything. 
Koert’s dad bought the local bakery 
from Percy Williams and the 
Dietermans moved to Nakusp one 
year after the Minto had stopped 
running. Although Koert made 
doughnuts on weekend and delivered 
to the three or four grocery stores, his 
dad never wanted his son to work as 
a baker, saying it was a thankless job. 

Nakusp was the place to grow up, 
according to Koert – fishing, biking, 
and swimming with the friends he 
made in Grade 2 (and has kept ever 
since) filled his summers. 

Back then, you could hardly walk 
on the sidewalk it was so busy during 
the five o’clock shift change at the 
mills, he remembers. When Koert 
moved here, Nakusp could only be 
reached by ferry and train, and no one 
went out of town to shop.

Over the past 60+ years, he has 
witnessed foundational changes to 
the area: the flooding of the valley for 

the dam projects along the Columbia, 
highways installed, and forestry jobs 
coming and going. In the summer of 
Grade 8, Koert had a small part in the 
historic High Arrow hydro project, 
clearing the land to prepare the valley 
for flooding. Back then, making $3 
an hour working ten-hour days was 
nothing to sneeze at. 

He looked up to hard-working 
contractors who made good money, 
like Johnny Walker, and when he 
was 17 or 18, Koert signed up for 
the faller training program offered 
by Westar. Once he was trained up, 
he worked as a faller for about 10 
years for Westar. 

Things were a little different 
back in those days when roads didn’t 
reach deep into the forests. Koert 
recalls a foreman waving in the 
direction of a piece of blue ribbon 

and telling him to fall all the trees 
behind it.

When the foreman returned a few 
days later, he told Koert “I meant the 
trees on the other side of the ribbon.” 

“So we moved the ribbon. It was 
simple in those days,” said Koert, 
laughing. 

Koert also did a stint shake 
blocking in his 30s, and he remembers 
getting a helping hand to support his 
young family from Johnny Walker 
who kept him in cedar, and therefore 
work, through the winter. 

Dieterman said the industry 
really took off in Nakusp, and shake 
mills like Dick Jones’ kept men 
employed in the area for quite a 
while. 

The 2008 closure of Pope & 
Talbot was a defining moment for 
both Nakusp and Koert. When Pope 

and Talbot went under, many people 
moved to Alberta for work in the oil 
fields, changing professions.

Logging jobs have come and 
gone, but the biggest change Koert 
has seen in the forestry industry 
over the years is the increase in 
mechanization – three guys can 
now do the job 10 guys used to 
do; equipment has made all the 
difference. Once he bought his own 
skidder, he set up his own business 
‘sanitizing’ roads – taking danger 
trees and blow downs – at first. As he 
acquired more equipment, Dieterman 
was able to take out the blow-down 
and fire-killed wood on unfinished 
blocks that was easily taken care of 
by a small contractor.

Taking the wood and selling it to 
Kalesnikoff and Hamill Creek and 
other interior operations turned out 
to be very lucrative. 

“I was driven, I would go out 
driving for days looking. It was my 
wood,” said Koert, who teamed up 
with Pat McCrory in 2010 and worked 
on one of the first NACFOR blocks. 
After that, the pair worked on private 
contracts and salvage. Being an 
independent logging contractor was 
more complicated, said Dieterman, 
with all the marketing and paperwork 
in addition to the work out in the field, 
but it was worth it. 

“We had a lot of laughs; we knew 
our jobs well. Hard work pays off. It 
was fun.” 

When McCrory moved to the 
Coast to log, Koert decided to retire 
(he was 65), but that didn’t last long. 
One day while out getting firewood 
on a block, Hugh Watt asked him if 
he’d consider working for NACFOR 
again. It didn’t seem like a bad idea: 
Koert wasn’t quite ready to quit 
back then. He had collected all the 
equipment a contractor would need, 
and his son Gabriel was healed 
up from an operation and facing 
uncertain employment. 

Koert enjoyed working as a 
contractor for NACFOR and having 
the chance to work with his son, 
Gabriel. “It was great, they’re a 
good bunch at NACFOR. They’re 
very progressive about community 
projects and employment,” noted 
Koert who appreciates programs like 
their firewood project as well as their 
attitude toward managing forests for 
the future. 

“They’re good stewards of the 
forest, they do what needs to be done,” 
said Koert, who is very aware that 
good quality environmental studies 
cost money and that NACFOR has 
made them a priority. “NACFOR 
plays a special role in how the 
community has changed. They’ve 
created ski trails, promoted being 
fire smart, supplied lumber for local 
projects. And they filled a big gap 
in the community by setting up a 
weigh scale for pulp wood instead of 
shipping it out to be chipped before 
sending it to Celgar.”

If this second go at retirement 
takes hold, Koert hopes to get out on 
his ATV exploring the natural beauty 
to be found through all the nooks and 
crannies on the western half of the 
continent.


