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Santa made an appearance in Slocan and Brandon on December 6! The Slocan Fire Department was only too happy to chauffeur him around 
and help spread some holiday cheer.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

After nearly four decades helping 
students in the Arrow Lakes area learn, 
Terry Taylor is calling it quits.

T h e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  1 0 
superintendent announced her retirement 
at the board of education meeting on 
December 8. Her last day of work will 
be July 31, 2021.

“It has been the most incredible 
learning journey and privilege to work 
alongside such inspiring students, teacher 
and support staff colleagues, district 
leadership teams, the board of education, 
parents and community members in the 
most amazing little school district ever!” 
she said at the meeting.

The news came as a surprise to many 
people, as Taylor has been a mainstay 
in the organization since the 1980s. But 
speaking with the Valley Voice a few 
days later, Taylor said she just felt it was 
time to go.

SD 10 Arrow Lakes superintendent Terry Taylor will retire at the end of this school year.

SD 10 superintendent Terry Taylor announces her retirement
“I’ve had a really amazing career 

here, where I feel I have been able 
to contribute what I can to make a 
difference to kids and the community, 
which has always been my foremost 
driving mission and desire.”

She says there was no specific event 
or decision that made her pull the plug 
– just a feeling the work was becoming 
too much.

“The job is an incredibly rewarding 
position, but it’s also a position that 
involves long hours. My slow days might 
be a 12-hour day; 18-hour days are not 
uncommon,” she said, adding that her 
friends and family are looking forward to 
seeing more of her. “So it’s about being 
able to have weekends. To have a more 
balanced kind of life. That’s tempting at 
this stage in my life.”

Taylor has served as teacher, 
counsellor, principal, district principal, 
and superintendent/ secretary-treasurer 
of the district in her decades of service. 

Most recently she guided the district 
through the COVID-19 pandemic, 
shepherding the set-up of remote 
learning and other alternative teaching 
arrangements for the region’s roughly 
520 students. She also spearheaded the 
successful campaigns to get the Province 
and the Columbia Basin Trust to fund 
child care centres at Lucerne School in 
New Denver and at Nakusp Elementary 
School. The New Denver project is 
completed, and the Nakusp project 
should be completed by 2022.

She says she feels she’s leaving the 
district in good form.

“We have amazing teams in the 
district; we have fantastic teachers; 

enrolment is increasing – so we’re in a 
really good place,” she says. “The hard 
work of everyone in this entire community 
of learning has got us in a place where it’s 
okay for me to step away now.”

Still, she says she’s now coming to 
terms with her decision.

“I have never been actually ready to 
retire before this moment,” she says. “I 
never really planned it. I kind of knew 
it was going to be in the next few years. 
It just kind of came together, a couple of 
opportunities presented themselves for 
the next piece in my life, so I just kind of 
thought ‘this is the right time.’”

But just because she’s leaving the 
district doesn’t means she’s ending her 

career as an educator. 
“I’m really excited about the future, 

not only for the district but for some of the 
opportunities that are coming my way,” 
she said. “There’s still seven months of 
work to do to make the district the best it 
can be, and I remain committed to that to 
the very last day.

“It’s also exciting to think about 
having another chapter in my life.”

Taylor will be supporting the board in 
its hunt for her replacement in the coming 
months.

She has been superintendent/ 
secretary-treasurer of SD 10 since July 
2013, and has been working for the school 
district since 1983.
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May you have peace 
in your heart 

this holiday season!
- Chris and Brian

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground, Winlaw
www.karibupark.com • 1-888-452-7428

Sending you all warm wishes of health 
and happiness through the holidays 
and into the New Year!

Thanks for all your support.

Closed Dec 25 & 26 and Jan 1

Rutabaga’s Whole Foods
Main Street, New Denver

Thank You!
to all my customers for 

another great season.  

Wishing you and 
your families a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy, 
Healthy New Year!

Your local support 
keeps me here!

Rob, Charlotte 
& Drew

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The developer behind the Zincton 
ski resort proposal between New 
Denver and Kaslo met with Kaslo 
Village council last week to talk about 
the project.

David Harley said he was making 
a ‘good neighbour’ visit to talk about 
Zincton, now in the earliest stages 
of the approval process. He said 
his visit was informal, and he was 

Zincton proponent reaches out to Kaslo council
speaking as a local person trying to 
create economic and recreational 
opportunities for the area and its 
youth.

His message throughout the 
15-minute presentation at the 
December 8 council meeting was 
consistent: Zincton will not be a 
business-as-usual ski resort.

“The ski industry is an old 
industry, from the 1950s and 1960s, 
and it hasn’t changed very much 

except becoming increasingly 
commercialized,” he said. “Our 
philosophy is to try to turn to a much 
quieter, much more rural and much 
less urban experience, and try to step 
away from the impact, congestion, 
exclusion and carbon that comes with 
intensive development.” 

Instead, Harley says, Zincton 
is from its bones built with the 
environment in mind. “The Zincton 
village footprint is about 70 acres – 
1/5 the size of New Denver, 1/10 the 
size of Kaslo,” he said. “It’s tiny, and 
the brand new infrastructure means all 
impacts will be exceptionally low.” 

In terms of energy use, Harley 
told council Zincton will be ‘climate 
neutral.’ He noted they have access 
to ‘green energy’ in the form of the 
run-of-river hydro plant in Sandon, 
and they plan to install solar panels 
on some buildings.

“Zincton will be powered by 
sunshine and gravity, climate neutral 
from opening day forward,” he said.

The provincial government 

recently released its report on public 
feedback to the preliminary proposal, 
made last spring. It received more 
than 3,000 comments from the public 
(see story elsewhere in this issue). In 
his presentation, Harley addressed 
some of the concerns raised in that 
report, including environmental 
impact, safety, and freedom of access.

Besides green power generation, 
he noted that sewage waste was going 
to be treated in high tech “modular 
bio-reactors,” claiming Zincton will 
have “vastly lower waste impact than 
anywhere in BC.” 

For those concerned about 
humans impacting the ecosystem with 
their presence, he noted that Zincton 
was, unlike the doomed Jumbo 
project to the east, hardly untouched 
wilderness.

“Much of this tenure near 
Retallack is best described as an 
“unremediated mining district” with 
toxic water, open mining shafts, and 
lead/ arsenic contamination,” his 
presentation said. “It was mined for 

close to 90 years before cleanup was 
ever considered.”

Even after mining closed, the 
site that will contain the main village 
operated as a sawing station for 
local loggers. And he also noted that 
logging continues near the property, 
and would “impact this area far more 
than backcountry skiers ever could.”

Instead, the resort plans to actually 
keep people away from what remains 
of the best wildlife habitat in the area.

“ O u r  s u m m e r  e x c l u s i o n 
zone removes all Zincton-related 
commercial activity from huckleberry 
montane zones, alpine meadows, and 
the wildlife corridors area,” he said. 
“Our bike trails will be low-elevation 
rail trail or wagon road links to the 
villages and surrounding valleys.” 

As for economic impact, he 
reiterated the resort would create 
up to 150 jobs for locals during 
construction and many high-paying 
ones for skilled operators after it’s 
built. Other low-paying jobs would 
provide entry-level experience for 
youth.

“Roughly half the on-hill jobs 
will be high-value jobs including 
marketing, mountain safety and guides, 
product design, millwright, heavy 
equipment operators, maintenance,” 
he said in the presentation. 

As  for  people  concerned 
about losing access to the popular 
backcountry areas that are now free 
to use, Harley said Zincton will 
allow local walk-in users in the area 
to continue to access the backcountry 
zone for free. He noted they have even 
offered ski passes for frequent users. 

He countered concerns about 
increased safety pressures on local 
emergency crews and health facilities.

“Zincton will initiate safety 
huts and heli-evac pads, avalanche 
mitigation, and safety protocols,” 
his presentation noted. “This area 
will become a much safer place to 
backcountry than it ever was before.” 

Ultimately, it’s about the skiing, 
and Harley pointed out locals who 
love the slopes will benefit greatly 
from Zincton’s presence.

“We want to provide opportunities 
for young local families to enjoy a 
lifetime of skiing without the four-
hour return drive in the dark on winter 
roads to other regional ski areas,” he 
told council. 

“It’s a deliberate attempt to be 
a departure from the status quo, 
and it’s something we hope West 
Kootenayites can be proud of.” 

Harley didn’t ask council for 
a letter of support for the project – 
something the Village declined to 
do last spring when the project was 
first unveiled. Council received his 
materials for information.
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The Valley Voice 
is on holiday.

Our next edition comes 
out January 14

Deadline for submissions 
is January 8

The office will reopen 
January 4

Merry Christmas! We wish you 
a Happy, Healthy New Year

From all of us at Kaslo & New Denver 
Community Pharmacy

We close at 3 pm on Christmas Eve and on New Year’s Eve both locations
We are closed Christmas day and Boxing Day both locations

We are closed New Year’s Day both locations
We are open regular hours all other times

403 Front Street, Kaslo: 250-353-2224 • 309 6th Ave, New Denver: 250-359-2500

On behalf of the Board of Directors On behalf of the Board of Directors 
and all Staff at Arrow and Slocan Lakes and all Staff at Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Services, we would like to Community Services, we would like to 
wish you a very Merry Christmas and a wish you a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year!! Happy New Year!! 
We would also like to thank those folks who supported us 
throughout this past year. Your love and kindness will never be 
forgotten. Thank you for teaching us the true meaning of Christmas! 
Holiday Schedule: 
ASLCS Main Office and the WorkBC office will be open regular 
hours Wed. Dec 23rd , and closed Thurs, Dec 24th and Fri, Dec 
25th ; re-opening with regular hours Mon, Dec 28th • Also, both 
offices will be closed Fri, Jan 01/21. 

Christmas Hampers: Christmas Hampers: 
Can be picked up from the Nakusp Arena on Friday, December 18th Can be picked up from the Nakusp Arena on Friday, December 18th 
between 10 am and 12 noon. Christmas Hampers will be delivered between 10 am and 12 noon. Christmas Hampers will be delivered 
to the Burton, Fauquier and Edgewood areas to the Burton, Fauquier and Edgewood areas by request. by request. 

  HAPPY HOLIDAYS   HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
          TO ALL!!          TO ALL!!

Merry Merry 
ChristmasChristmas

 from all of us from all of us
    in Three Forks          in Three Forks      

122 SILVER ST | THREE FORKS | 250.358.2121 | rich@krazykustoms.ca

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A proposal to build a ski resort in 
the backcountry between New Denver 
and Kaslo has generated more than 
3,000 comments from the public, a new 
government report says.

The provincial government’s 
Mountain Resorts Branch (MRB) 
has released its ‘What We Heard’ 
document, summarizing the comments, 
concerns, questions and suggestions 
received on the Zincton Ski Resort 
project, first announced last spring.

The comments were made during 
the month-long public feedback period 
on the ski resort project, and compiled 
by the Zincton Project Review Team in 
the MRB, a department of the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development.

“The input received will ensure 
that all values and expressed interests 
are considered in project planning, 
process review steps and decision-
making,” says a summary from the 
MRB.

The department says it received 
3,392 letters, emails, and phone calls 
during the comment period last May-
June.

The comments are wide ranging, 
covering issues such as economic 
development, wildlife, water, public 
access to lands, and the dangers 
presented by abandoned mines in the 
area.

The MRB does not indicate how 
many letters received were for, against, 
or neutral on the project.

Some respondents said they regard 
the proposal as balanced, and feel 
the project takes into consideration 
sustainability of the area and 
environment while providing the 
opportunity to enhance or improve 
social and economic conditions locally 
and in the region.

However, the MRB said others felt 
that the “proposed project development 
area is too large,” “will result in 
environmental degradation” and asked 
questions on the need for the project 
and market saturation. “The area should 
be left for locals and free of motorized 
public access to backcountry,” says one 
of the comments in the report.
Public access concerns

MRB notes in the report that 
the area surrounding Highway 31A 
between New Denver and Kaslo has 
been experiencing steady growth in 
public and commercial, motorized and 

Feedback shows wide range of concerns about Zincton ski resort proposal
non-motorized recreational activities. 

Some people were in favour of 
more accessibility to the area, noting 
that the lift access proposed at Zincton 
would allow more people to enjoy 
backcountry recreation.

However, the MRB says “many” 
respondents expressed concern with 
the possibility of “losing” access 
to land that is currently regarded as 
an area with easy and free public 
access to backcountry recreation 
(skiing, mountain biking, hiking, 
snowmobiling); specifically, for 
London and Whitewater Ridge.
Impacts on local 
community and economy 

The report says MRB heard from 
some people that the area and region 
is going through a period of economic 
and social transition which will see the 
tourism sector play a much larger role 
in diversifying the region’s economy. 

Some people felt the Zincton 
project could play a beneficial role in 
this transition, bringing employment 
opportunities, new businesses, and 
more visitors to the region.

However, others felt that only a 
few people would benefit financially 
from the project, while the general 
public would get low-wage jobs, and 
have to put up with greater strains on 
resources.

“The proposed development will 
put additional pressure on already 
scarce resources and services (e.g. it 
will create housing crisis, grocery and 
gas shortages due to influx of visitors),” 
was one comment. 

Commenters also raised issues 
like the probable increase of human-
wildlife encounters, an increase in 
traffic accidents, more work for search 
and rescue and other emergency 
services, and protection of drinking 
water.
More study called for

The MRB says people wanted 
environmental concerns addressed 
through an environmental assessment, 
detailed species surveys, and a wildlife 
management plan.

There were also a wide variety of 
safety concerns, including the area’s 
frequent avalanches, abandoned mine 
shafts, and increased possibility of 
human-caused wildfires.

“We also heard, due to heightened 
tourism sector interests expressed 
through multiple applications for land 
use in the Highway 31A corridor, that 
cumulative effects/ land use planning 

should be a part of the planning and 
permitting process and considered in 
decision making,” MRB says in the 
report. 
Next steps

The final decision on Zincton may 
not come for quite some time. MRB 
will now determine the feasibility of 
the project based on all comments 
received and through the identification 
of any land use conflicts. 

If the Expression of Interest is 
found to be feasible, the proponent will 
be invited to submit a formal proposal. 
If accepted, the ministry would initiate 
a more intensive and detailed review 
and planning process.

MRB says it will continue to 
engage with Indigenous peoples, 

communities and stakeholders to 
understand their interests and how 
they may be impacted by this proposal.

The proponents say they hope 
to have the project started by 2022, 
building the ski village and associated 
structures over the following eight 
years. 
Project summary

Built on a bench with 12,000 
acres of skiable area, the project is 
bigger than Whistler and Blackcomb 
combined, the company’s Expression 
of Interest (EOI) says. It notes a 7,000-
foot difference from the parking lot to 

the peak of Whitewater, with terrain of 
varying difficulty. The area gets up to 
60 feet of snow in winter.

The project would produce more 
than 200 local jobs and a $20 million 
annual payroll in the region, according 
to the EOI. Resort users would take a 
gondola to a mountain village designed 
to be walkable and eco-friendly. The 
village will have private cabins, B&Bs 
and bunkhouses – but no hotels or 
condos. It won’t have a day lodge, but 
rather a developed commercial area 
with restaurants, bars, spas, general 
store, and other resort-related business.
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Wishes you the Best of the 
Holiday Season

Slocan Valley Branch: 
3014 Hwy 6, Slocan Park

Our offices will be closed December 25 - 26 and January 1

www.heritagecu.ca
Traditional Service In person and Online

Best Wishes 
for a Wonderful 
Holiday and a 
very Happy New 
Year!

Ken & Darcy Wanstall
Pacific Inland Pole & 
Piling Co. 2004 Ltd.

NEWS

Locally-made leather belts

We would like to say thank We would like to say thank 
you to all of our customers you to all of our customers 
for your support this first for your support this first 
year in our new business.  year in our new business.  

We  wish you all the 
best and look forward to 

working with you again in 
the new year.

Nakusp Water Worx
250-916-WORX (9679)
nakuspyardandwaterworx@gmail.com

Thank you for your support!

By appointment only • 203 Fifth Avenue NW, Nakusp
250-265-8888

Joyeux Noël
&

Bonne Année
2021

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Yes, there was a global pandemic 
and sadly, many people got sick and 
many people died. And yes, it caused 
an economic and social shutdown, 
the ramifications of which we’re just 
beginning to understand.

But even in the darkest of times, 
there’s light.

And that’s true here in the Slocan/ 
Arrow/ Kootenay Lakes region. Here 
at the Valley Voice, we’ve gone 
through our files and have asked you 
for ideas, and collected 20 of the best 
things – big and small – that made 
2020 at least a little brighter.

So, between the meth alligators, 
toilet paper shortages and murder 
hornets, here’s some good news that 
might have gotten lost in the general 
uproar that was 2020.

And here’s wishing you a much 
happier 2021.
1. The Rx for better 
emergency services

After more than a year and 
nearly $2.1 million in upgrades, 
the ribbon was cut on the new 
emergency room in Nakusp’s Arrow 
Lakes Hospital. The ER area has 
more space for doctors and nurses 
to do their work – new exam bays, 
a triage area, and a multipurpose 
room. The $2.1-million project was 
funded by the Ministry of Health, 
regional hospital district, and the 
hospital auxiliary.
2. Birthday gift for 
bookworms

The Kaslo and District Public 

20 good things that happened in 2020
Library is getting its own home, after 
a century of operations in borrowed 
space. This fall the library’s board 
announced it was working towards 
a new $3 million library downtown, 
with the help of a big grant from the 
Columbia Basin Trust.

The news came on the eve of the 
library’s 100th birthday. The new 
library building will be on the corner 
of 5th Avenue and Front Street, 
across from Front Street Park.

The site purchase was made 
possible with a grant from the 
Columbia Basin Trust. If a federal 
funding application is successful, 
two-thirds of the building costs will 
be covered. The Village has set up 
a reserve fund for donations from 
community members and can issue 
tax receipts.
3. New future for Slocan

When Springer Creek Forest 
Products in Slocan closed down in 
2013, it left behind an environmental 
mess, a damaging economic wound 
and an empty 8-hectare lot in the 
middle of town. But that’s all going 
to change.

The Village took a dramatic step 
in September, buying the 20-acre 
property outright for $1.5 million. 
It was a huge step, but only the first 
one in what will be a massive effort 
to remediate the land and develop 
plans for it. What happens to the 
property will unfold over the coming 
years. The first step is community 
consultation. But citizens will likely 
look back at 2020 as the year when 
the town’s fortunes changed.

4. Village green 
The West Kootenay took a few 

steps down the path to making a 
greener human world in 2020. 

A plan to cut fossil fuel use in 
the West Kootenay to zero by 2050 
was signed, sealed and delivered this 
year. It’s the first of its kind in Canada 
– a renewable energy transition 
plan that includes a regional district 
and small towns, cities, villages 
and rural communities. The West 
Kootenay EcoSociety spearheaded 
the effort, which saw nine villages 
and local governments agree to 
explore how the three-decade-long 
effort might work. Kaslo became 
the first community to adopt the plan 
in December. More are expected to 
follow.

Our regional government was 
also recognized for its work to 
reduce its impact on the environment. 
The Regional District of Central 
Kootenay was selected as a winner 
of a 2020 Sustainable Communities 
Award for the Accelerate Kootenays 
project. The Accelerate Kootenays 
project was the first community-
driven project in Canada to build 
a clean transportation network by 
installing public EV charging stations 
throughout the region. 
5. Public housing makes 
a comeback

For decades, senior levels of 
government ignored the looming 
housing crisis, as more and more 
Canadians found it harder to keep 
a roof over their heads. That finally 
changed this year, with projects 
to provide affordable housing 
getting underway or finding funding 
from more favourable federal and 
provincial funding agencies.

In Nakusp, two major housing 
projects were constructed. The 
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community 
Services Society built ‘Arrow 
Heights,’ as the 10-unit project came 
to be known, while the Arrowtarians 
built a three-storey, 19-unit senior’s 
housing complex.

In Slocan, the Canada Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation provided 
funding for the Village to begin 
planning an affordable, 6- to 10-unit 
housing project.

In New Denver, the local housing 
society has had preliminary plans 
done for a 10-unit building and is 
preparing an application for BC 
Housing funding as we speak.

Progress is being made in Kaslo, 
too. The Kaslo Housing Society has 
received the go-ahead and land from 
the Village for an 8- to 10-studio 
apartment block on A Avenue. Their 
proposal goes to funders in January.
6. Welcome the Koots

Walking trails in the Koots got 
a little more whimsical this year. A 
trio of artists from the Argenta area, 
the Koots Artist Collective, have 
spent the last few years creating 
‘Koots,’ oversized forest ‘elementals’ 
– creatures that peer out of holes in 
the ground, knots in wood, or hide 
among groves of trees. Two big 
installations in 2020 included a series 
on the Kaslo River Trail, and along 

continued on page 5
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Holiday HoursHoliday Hours
Dec 24th 10-2PMDec 24th 10-2PM
Closed Dec 25-27Closed Dec 25-27

New Years Eve 9-5PMNew Years Eve 9-5PM
Closed New Years Day.Closed New Years Day.

Happy Holidays and Happy Holidays and 
Season’s Greetings from the Season’s Greetings from the 

DeVito Family and Team. DeVito Family and Team. 
Thank you for your support Thank you for your support 

in 2020.in 2020.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
Closed Dec 18 - Jan 5  
Still available for Snow Plowing and Towing

WE BUY CARS & 
TRUCKS
359-7815  
1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, 
SOUTH SLOCAN

the Slocan Valley Rail Trail near 
Slocan. The artists’ goal is to create 
a world-class outdoor sculpture 
circuit in the Kootenays. Their work 
is getting recognized, too; they won 
the People’s Choice Award for their 
installation ‘Steppin’ Out’ at the 2020 
Castlegar Sculpturewalk.
7. Caribou maternity 
ward

People worried about the future of 
the tiny, endangered Selkirk caribou 
herd were given a chance to help save 
the herd this year. The Arrow Lakes 
Caribou Society’s Caribou Maternity 
Pen Project was given the go-ahead 
in September. About a dozen females 
will be captured and housed in the 
pen in the new year, being built on a 
bench above the Nakusp Hot Springs. 
The cows and calves will be cared 
for and monitored over the spring 
by one or two shepherds under the 
direction of vets, and released back 
into their natural habitat in July. The 
society will work with biologists, 
researchers, Indigenous groups and 
others to try to improve the animals’ 
survival and reproduction rates.
8. Future for Winlaw 
School

Parents in Winlaw shed tears 
when the board voted in favour of 
the installation of a modular building 
on the community’s school property 
to house the kindergarten students, 
provide space for services such as 
speech pathology, and, in time, for 
before- and after-school childcare. 
There had been talk of reconfiguring 
Winlaw down to a K-3 or K-4 
school to deal with its ongoing desk 
crunch. Stay tuned for news about the 
installation in the new year.
9. Paperback writers 
(and hardcover too)

H e r e  a r e  s o m e  l o c a l s 
who published books this year: 
Frantisek Strouhal and Chantal 
Robert co-wrote Illuminations: Art 
Embracing Awareness, Streams of 
Consciousness. Dana Rothkop wrote 
his first novel, A Village Between, a 
work of fiction with elements drawn 
from life. Shelley Rollier wrote 
Follow Your Heart, a collection of 
personal reflection and inspiring 
thoughts. Revelstoke author Laura 
Stovel released Swift River, a history 
of the Columbia River and its people. 
Tom Wayman released a new book 
of poems, Watching a Man Break a 
Dog’s Back: Poems for a Dark Time. 
Elizabeth von Ah released her first 
book, The Park of Gods, a natural 
and social examination of Valhalla 
Provincial Park. Peter J. Smith 
released an encyclopedic Silver Rush: 
British Columbia’s Silvery Slocan 
1891-1900. Art Joyce published 
his eighth book, Dead Crow & the 
Spirit Engine, a hybrid of lyric and 
epic poetry to tell an apocalyptic 
yet deeply personal story. Lucia 
Mann’s seventh work, The Little 
Breadwinner, was published.
10. Daycare for New 
Denver and Nakusp 
schools

2020 saw an easing of the daycare 
crunch in one community and the 

20 good things that happened in 2020
continued from page 4

continued on page 6

promise to solve it for another. In 
New Denver, the Goat Mountain 
Kids Child Care Centre opened at 
the end of November. It will provide 
16 full-time spaces for 0- to 5-year 
olds, and 24 additional childcare 
spaces for its before- and after-school 
program. In Nakusp, a project to 
build a $3-million, 95-space day and 
after-and-before school program was 
approved in September. It should be 
open in May 2022.

11. Ninja Fairies
Here’s one of those small stories 

that made us smile in 2020.
Worried about the impact of 

pandemic-mandated isolation on 
her neighbours during the height 
of the spring lockdown, a Nakusp 
woman started a kind of Secret Santa 
campaign to bring some joy to the 
village. 

“I t’s  basical ly somebody 
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MOUNTAIN GOAT MATING
’Tis the season of mountain goat 
mating (late Nov./early Dec.), when 
billies and nannies do the dance 
of pre-mating behaviours: ritual lip 
curling, nuzzling, low stretches and 
kicks. Come late May or early June, 
nannies retreat to isolated, steep 
ledges to give birth to a single 3-kg 
kid (rarely twins). Within a few hours, 
kids start to climb.

who leaves a surprise gift,” says 
Koda O’Hara of the Ninja Fairies 
movement. Nearly 120 people signed 
up to give or receive small gifts from 
one another, to show they still care 
about their friends and neighbours 
during the pandemic. 
12. Community 
revitalization

continued from page 5 Some well-timed renovations 
brought several communities pride 
this year.

In Nakusp, the main street 
revitalization project replaced 
sidewalks, created seating space, 
improved accessibility and lighting. 
The work was finished in late 
October. The work came in on 
time, on budget, and best of all, 

20 good things that happened in 2020
didn’t cost taxpayers a thing – the 
$290,000 project was paid for by 
the community-owned NACFOR 
Legacy Fund, the CBT and federal 
gas tax funds.

Also in Nakusp, Mayor Tom 
Zeleznik began working on 
saving the marina breakwater 
– and succeeded. Using some 
well-timed grants and community 
reserves, he managed to secure the 
$320,000 needed for the project. 
The marina’s restoration means one 
of the community’s most important 
tourism assets is protected for at 
least 20 years, quite possibly longer.

2020 also saw St. Andrew’s 
United Church in Kaslo initiate 
an ambitious and much-needed 
restoration project. The goal was 
to bring the grand, century-old 
building up to modern fire and 
safety standards. 

In November, the church 
celebrated the installation of 

sprinkler and fire alarm systems, 
the installation of a new cedar 
ceiling, upgrades to the heating 
system and electrical fixtures, 
the resurfacing of the concrete 
stairs and wall, the installation of 
Wi-Fi, and the completion of the 
restoration and painting of the 
exterior of the building. More than 
a quarter million dollars was spent 
on the necessary upgrades. 

Residents of Winlaw have a 
brand-spanking new boardwalk 
system along the Slocan River, 
thanks to an $800,000 project 
to replace and restore the aging 
infrastructure. The Kootenay 
Adaptive Sport Association oversaw 
the project, which provided about 
10 jobs and training for a dozen 
local workers over the summer. 

And the first phase of a 
waterfront project to transform 
Slocan’s breakwater and former 
beach parking lot was completed 
in May.

“I’m overjoyed with the 
outcome of this project,” said 
Mayor Jessica Lunn, “and filled 
with joy to see the community 
able to enjoy and take pride in this 
beautiful public space.”

The project cost a little over 
$400,000, with support from the 
Columbia Basin Trust.

Knox Hall and the Silvery 
Slocan Museum building in New 
Denver saw substantial renovations, 
as did Silverton Memorial Hall.

13. Locals honoured
Several West Kootenay residents 

were recognized this year for their 
community work locally, regionally, 
and beyond. 

Two Nakusp residents received 
honours for their years of caring 
for their community. Janis Dahlen 
received the Lifetime Achievement 
Award for her years of service to 
the community as a foster parent, 
Village councillor and RDCK rep. 
Ernie Knecht was the Citizen of 
the Year, in recognition of his work 
with the Nakusp Secondary School’s 
scholarship committee, the Arrow 
Lakes ATV Club, the Arrow Lakes 
Caribou Society and more. These 
awards are sponsored by the Nakusp 
Rotary Club.

Carol Koenig was named Kaslo’s 
2020 Citizen of the Year. When 
presenting Koenig with the award, 
Mayor Suzan Hewat noted her many 
years of contribution to seniors’ 
groups, the Legion, Red Cross, the 
hospital auxiliary thrift shop, and 
many other community organizations 
and activities.

Slocan Valley artists Barbara 
Brown and Frantisek Strouhal were 
juried into the Healing Power of Arts 
and Artists (HPAA) exhibition from 
Manhattan Arts International and 
received Awards of Excellence. 

Kyle Kusch of Nakusp won 
a $500 Lieutenant Governor’s 
Historical Writing Award in the 

continued on page 7
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Season’s Greetings and Warm 
Holiday Wishes

                                    from Matt, 
                                   Fred & Pearl

Animal feed for 
chickens, horses, 
pigs, sheep, dogs, 

cats & more

Open 10-4 daily, including Sunday

We are limiting people to 4 customers in the store at any one time

Fir pellets by the pallet or in 1 tonne bulk bags (no delivery of  bulk pellets)
Be winter prepared: snow shovels, safety salt, sandbags, insulation, heat tapes

— Bird food & suet —

Peat Moss - $19.99

Straw bales 
$13.00

Flannel mens & 
Ladies shirts starting 

at $39.99-$69.99
Mens reflective 

safety jackets $99.99

Face masks are mandatory

Kuradori Christmas sale now on
Wishing You Happy Holidays from all 

of us @ HOME

• Fence posts  
• Corral panels

• Fencing 

Christmas 
shopping? 
Check out our 
many gift ideas!!

Community History category 
for Our Coloured Past: The 
Arrow Lakes in the Age of 
Colour Photography. 

And Kaslo’s Dr. Don Hunt 
was selected as one of six 
recipients of the 2020 provincial 
Public Safety Lifeline volunteer 
awards. “I was just amazed and 
shocked,” says Hunt. “It was 
very nice to be recognized.” 
The awards, which are granted 
annually, recognize people 
who have made “exceptional 
contributions to emergency 
and disaster response” in the 
province. 
14. Municipal 
finances fixed

It was a rollercoaster year 
for the people who manage 
the finances of the villages and 
towns of the West Kootenay. 
Local governments, although 
feeling the crunch caused by 
COVID, froze taxes or kept 
them low for their residents.

“We adjusted the budget 
and council approved a 
zero-net-tax change for the 
Village portion of taxes by 
eliminating travel, reducing 
reserve transfers, deferring 
some expenses and reducing 
the revenue outlook,” says 
Ian Dunlop, Kaslo’s chief 
adminis t ra t ive  off icer. 
“Overall, revenues were 
around $70,000 less than we 
were planning at the beginning 
of the year.”

But things were looking a 
lot different by the year’s end.

S e n i o r  l e v e l s  o f 
government have offered 
local governments millions 
for infrastructure projects, 
‘shovel-ready’ as they say, that 
can begin next year.

But civic administrators 
got a little more sugar at the 
end of the year – in the form 
of a ‘use-as-you-will’ grant 
from the Province. Councils 
can use the money to pay for 
everything from plexiglas 
dividers in public spaces to 
training staff in case of an 
outbreak.  

And the numbers were 
significant, at least for these 
tiny municipalities, where a 
1% property tax hike only 
raises a few thousand dollars. 
New Denver is  gett ing 
$262,000; Silverton $231,000; 
the RDCK, $761,000, among 
others.

All that money will, if not 
solve the long-term impact of 
the pandemic, at least allow 
some flexibility few CAOs 
thought they would have at 
the outset of the crisis.

“Overall, [Kaslo] fared 
fairly well in 2020, but the 
long-term impact of what 
we’re going through is yet to 
be realized. Upper levels of 
government were generous 
with their support to local 
governments, businesses and 

continued from page 6
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individuals but we know that 
level of support probably can’t 
be sustained.”
15. Blowing the 
whistle

Another human story that 
reminded us the world was good 
was when a piece of Nakusp’s 
history came out of hiding 
this fall. The son of an old-
time memorabilia collector 
returned the whistle from the 
SS Bonnington, a paddlewheeler 
that plied the Arrow Lakes in the 
first half of the last century, to 
the local Rail Society. 

“My dad was a picker 
before there were pickers,” says 
Shawn Pollard, the collector’s 
son. “He was one of those guys, 
if he’d see an old shed he’d go 
in and see what was in there.”

The whistle was found 
in Galena Bay a half-century 
ago, and remained in the man’s 
collection for the rest of his life. 
But as the end drew near, he 
asked his son to bring it back 
home, to Nakusp. “It was one of 
his last wishes,” recalls Pollard. 
16. NACFOR 
dividend

A decision by Nakusp 
municipal leaders nearly a 
decade ago paid off in spades 
for the Village of Nakusp when 
times got tough this year. In 
November, Nakusp and Area 
Community Forest officials 
brought a cheque for $400,000 
to the Village council. The 
Village is the sole shareholder 
in the corporation, and has 
received more than $1.5 million 
in dividends from its operations 
since 2014. The dividends are 
put into the NACFOR Legacy 
Fund and used to benefit 
local projects in the Village 
of Nakusp, rural Nakusp and 
RDCK Area K.
17. Sports 
improvements

While many sports and 
tournaments were cancelled 
this year, it was a rebuilding 
year, as sports coaches like to 
say. Several communities took 
the opportunity to improve their 
facilities.

In Nakusp, the Jackie 
James Memorial Park started 
out as a homage to a local 
sports hero, but over the years 
the diamonds had become a 
bit of a derelict eyesore. That 
ended this summer when 
volunteers from the Nakusp 
Recreation Society collected 
nearly $100,000 to restore the 
ball park to its former glory. 
With help from the Columbia 
Basin Trust, NACFOR, and 
other sources, the volunteers 
set to work rebuilding fences, 
the irrigation system, the infield, 
dugouts, and other parts of 
the old diamonds. Work went 
quickly with all the financial 
support, and organizers hope 
‘Play Ball!’ will be shouted on 
the renovated fields by next 

spring. 
Skateboarders in Slocan 

also got some good news this 
year when Village council 
supported the WE Graham 
Community Service Society’s 
application to build an extension 
to the park and pledged a 
contribution of $2,800. 

And residents  of  the 
south Slocan Valley began a 
consultation process on what to 
do with the large Campbell Field 
at the junction that was donated 
to the RDCK.
18. Tires to Trees

A stretch of the Slocan 
River got a little cleaner this 
summer. The Slocan River 
Streamkeepers completed a 
massive cleanup along the banks 
of the old river with the help 
of Wildsight’s Youth Climate 
Corps. A large pile of tires left 
near the river by a previous 
landowner was finally disposed 
of, and trees were planted in 
their place.

The landowner passed away 
before completing his riverbank 
stabilization project, leaving the 
used tires in the floodplain. For 
years it seemed that nobody 
would take responsibility and 
dispose of the tires properly, 
unt i l  the  St reamkeepers 
stepped in. With funding from 
the RDCK, the slightly-toxic 
eyesore is now rehabilitated 
riparian zone, with planted trees, 
shrubs and bird nesting boxes in 
their place.
19. Campgrounds 
boom

Travel restrictions over the 
summer could have spelled 
doom for local businesses, as 
the usual transborder flow of 
tourists turned into a trickle. 
And by June it was ugly… the 
Village of Nakusp reported 
it was more than $100,000 
behind in revenues from its 
Village-owned facilities. But 
restrictions eased in the summer, 
and the mostly BC residents 
who visited the area ended 
up salvaging the season for 
many communities. Nakusp’s 
campground had a $28,000 
surplus, and Slocan Village’s 
Springer Creek Campground, 
despite starting six weeks late, 
ended the season $5,000 over 
last year. The New Denver 
and Kaslo campgrounds also 

reported revenues greater than 
expected when the pandemic’s 
spr ing wave passed and 
restrictions eased.

“We init ially thought 
tourism would be decimated, but 
it came on strong, even without 
Jazz Fest, and that really helped 
local businesses until recently,” 
says Kaslo CAO Ian Dunlop.

That’s good news for local 
taxpayers, as these facilities 
generate income for local 
governments to fund their 
operations. 
20. Brave new 
entrepreneurs

Even in the midst of a 
pandemic, some Slocan Valley 
residents took the leap to start 
or expand their businesses. 
Faced with social distancing, 
cancelled markets, and other 
COVID-related restrictions, 
many went online to sell their 
wares globally.

“The  year  2020 was 
challenging in many ways, 
and local businesses certainly 
felt the pinch,” concedes Ron 
Leblanc, the Slocan’s economic 
development officer. “Many 
businesses weathered the 
storm through the support of 
local residents and an influx 
of regional visitors during the 
summer.”

Here are eight Slocan Valley 
businesses that took a leap in 
2020: I’m Addicted to Craft in 
Slocan Village; Ice Creek Lodge 
built new accommodation in 
Slocan Village; a processing co-
op for Slocan Valley cannabis 
growers is in the works; Raven 
Roast did an online product 

launch; Viva Cacao! based 
in Lemon Creek rebranded 
and expanded online; Tim 
Garton launched Timewarp Tie 
Dye online; Morgen Bardati’s 
Handmade Heart online market 
launched in December to help 
local artisans market their work.

“I can’t stress enough the 
notion that we need to support 

local businesses, including those 
online. Use it or lose it,” adds 
LeBlanc. “Tourism-related 
businesses and performing 
artists were probably hit hardest, 
while hardware, farm and, I 
hear, alcohol sales were up.

“But the best thing about 
2020,” says Leblanc, “is that it’s 
almost over.”
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

Our Special “Fall Getaway” deal is on now until Dec 25. Stay in any of our 
Luxurious rooms for $159 + tax & receive a $40 voucher to use in our Pub.  

Rooms are first call first choice. 
Call us today 250-353-7714 or book online kaslohotel.com

The Pub is open 7 days a week serving food from 11:30 am - 9 pm

Kaslo cookbook 
recommended

I’ve just read A Seasonal Plant-
Based Diet, Grown Locally, Sustainably 
in the Kootenays, a self-published cook 
book by Kaslo resident Harue Kanemitsu 
– for sale at Sunnyside Naturals in Kaslo, 
and Ellison’s, Pack Rat Annie’s, and 
Otter Books in Nelson, for about $20.

According to the introduction, 
its purpose is: “...to help the reader 
select which path to take in helping the 
world by eating healthy, seasonably, 
sustainably, with a conscience, and with 
pleasure.”

Healthy ingredients, attainable 
locally, are listed according to seasons 
when they are available, and the recipes 
by: liquids, grains, vegetables, sauces and 
spreads, desserts and snacks.

I like the alphabetical organization 
of the recipes, and the author’s simple 
and useful illustrations. I recommend 
this book and plan to try recipes like 
Rose Hip Drink, Daal and Winter Salad.

Gail Bauman
Kaslo

Words of 
wisdom from 
local 10-year-old

Life is like a ball. Three quarters 
of the ball is red. The other quarter is 
blue. You roll the ball. If you see a bit 
of blue, it basically means that you just 
got a job. When you see red, it’s not too 
good. Even when the worst is coming, try 
and hope for the best. When something 
bad’s coming, think of it as something 
good coming.

Carmie Restrick
Winlaw

Truly a wonder
Who could have ever imagined 

that ‘Donny the Dumpster Diver,’ 
when successful with his MAGA myth, 
would be having the Republican elite 
swimming in the sludge and the slime 
in the bottom of the swamp that he’d 
drained.

But wait, confronting his election 
loss, Trump now has an even greater 

program to promote – you lose, but you 
win, choose a loser – ‘CHUZALUZA’ 
as it’s to be known. Simply assemble a 
dream team of loser lawyers prepared to 
shred the rule of law, throw the FBI and 
the CIA (as well as the entire electoral 
system) under the bus, get run out of 
court and call in the NRA to save the day.

Even better, Trump’s about to 
announce that not only is he giving it 
a run in 2024, but he’s placing his child 
prodigies selected from the very shallow 
end of his moronic gene pool to get onto 
his swim team of bottom feeders.

Truly a wonder to behold, this self-
proclaimed American Genius, golfing 
his people through a pandemic, leading 
from behind.

Ken Wyllie
Robson

Response to Catherine 
McGrath (Spitting 
caused heart attack? 
VV Dec. 3)

I take issue with Catherine 
McGrath’s letter. Yes, studies have 
shown the effects of wearing masks, such 
as headaches, and hypoxia. However, 
they were conducted on surgeons who 
were wearing N95 masks for extended 
periods. The studies were inconclusive 
as to the actual harm the surgeons 
encountered. None of the studies could 
come to any conclusions claiming that 
there were health risks. I could not 
find any studies done on surgical and 
cloth masks. We are not told to wear 
N95 masks, so there is no danger to 
the general public. Let’s all try and use 
some common sense. If you go into a 
coffee shop, wearing a mask, you will 
be able to remove it when your beverage 
is delivered, to your socially-distanced 
table, in 5 or 10 minutes. Where is the 
risk?

McGrath quotes Dr. Russell 
Blaylock, an American neurosurgeon, 
who claims masks are a health risk. 
Wikipedia says about Blaylock: “He 
claims that Obama’s health-care 
reforms were masterminded by extra-
governmental groups that wish to impose 

euthanasia.” Dr. Blaylock has also been 
promoting the chemtrail conspiracies, 
claiming that there are cancer-causing 
nano particles in airplane exhaust.

I think that using Dr. Blaylock to 
back up your belief on the health of mask 
wearing doesn’t instill any confidence 
in me. Let’s see some legitimate science 
and much more common sense too.

Peter Martyn
Nelson

Industrial logging 
continues

The outrage continues. Week in and 
week out, fully loaded logging trucks 
rumble past, driving through Kaslo, 
from the west and from the north, in 
the continuing race to cut down the last 
pockets of old growth left in the area, 
and in the province. Our extraordinary 
temperate inland rainforest here in the 
Kootenay is being rapidly decimated. And 
this certainly isn’t the only area where 
rapine logging is happening in BC. Does 
anyone care that over 90% of the original 
forests are gone, replaced by denuded and 
monoculture zones prone to terrible fires 
and bug infestation?

I remember as a young child, the 
first time my family and I drove through 
Vancouver Island on the road to Long 
Beach, being amazed and horrified 

at what I saw: the massive industrial 
clearcuts. These terrible practices are now 
lauded as more selective. The truth though 
is that industrial logging continues, in fact 
is accelerating in the race to cut.

Just because we have the abilities 
to build roads into pristine mountainous 
country to extract the last pockets of 
original giant trees doesn’t mean we 
should. And what happens when all these 
remaining pockets are gone and all we’re 
left with are sad pathetic micro remnants 
such as the Sumallo Grove just west of 
Manning Park? Why is industrial logging 
such as it is being practiced allowed to 
continue like this? Where is the provincial 
leadership on this file? It is beyond an 
outrage.

Harel Challmie
Kaslo

COVID sheep
On November 18, Bonnie Henry, BC 

provincial health officer, declared: “Ordering 
universal mask use in all situations creates 
unnecessary challenges with enforcement 
and stigmatization.” Two days later, she flip 
flops and mandates masks. Consequently, over 
the next few days, chaos prevailed. What did 
you expect? Interestingly, as we follow each 
province, weeks after mandating masks, we 
see one thing in common: a skyrocketing 
infection rate.

According to a recent BBC report, as 
many as 129 billion face masks and 65 billion 
plastic gloves are used per month with many 
ending up in our oceans. Multiply that amount 
of toxic garbage with all the months we’ve 
already participated in the so-called COVID 
battle and add in all the usage in the upcoming 
months. How gross.

Lockdown was a social and economic 
disaster and the unnecessary closing of 
schools caused untold harm to single mothers 
and low-income families, not to mention the 
harm to the children.

We have weak-kneed, frightened 
politicians making one bad call after another. 
Our combined federal and provincial deficit 
will push a half a trillion dollars this year. 
Our prime minister is acting like a child in a 
candy store. With all the money we’ve wasted 
on fighting this so-called war, we could have 
had free college and free dental for children 
well into the future.

Why has Sweden kept their borders 
open? Why did Sweden choose not to lock 
down or close schools? Why has Sweden 
refrained from wearing masks? Why is 
Sweden so intent on protecting the freedom 
of choice? Bonnie Henry, take note. Why have 
more people died in Quebec than Sweden? 
Quebec mandated masks back in July and has 
a smaller population.

I would be willing to bet a dollar to a 
doughnut, if we had just practiced social 
distancing of one metre, covered when 
coughing or sneezing and stayed home when 
not feeling well, we would be in the same boat 
we are in now except a half a trillion dollars 
richer... and a lot happier.

COVID-19 will go down as the greatest 
overreaction in the history of the world.

“You measure a democracy by the 
freedom it gives its dissidents, not the freedom 
it gives its assimilated conformists.” (Abbie 
Hoffman)

Bill White
Passmore
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Open letter to 
science deniers and 
conspiracy theorists

Just to let you know that your so-
called ‘rights and freedoms’ end where 
they impact my right to health and life. 
To live as a society, we need certain rules 
that everyone must follow. For instance, 
you do not have the freedom to drive on 
the left side of the road in this country; it 
could cause a head-on collision. You are 
not allowed to shout “Fire!” in a crowded 
theatre when there is no fire; people could 
get injured stampeding to the exits. When 
you wear a mask, you are showing that you 
respect my right not to get sick.

We live in a society built on the 
discoveries of science. If you don’t 
believe in science, then don’t go to 
a medical doctor next time you get 
sick or injured. Don’t use a computer 
or phone. Heck, don’t even read this 
paper, since the technology to create it 
was developed by science. For those 
of you who slept through grade school 
science, the ‘scientific method’ means 
that conclusions may change as more 
knowledge is gained and built on by more 
investigation and experiments. We take 
advice from experts because we don’t have 
the time or education to figure everything 
out on our own. This terrible disease they 
have named COVID-19 is not the first 

pandemic to hit humans, and those experts 
who study these things have learned from 
the past as well as current science. It is a 
nasty respiratory virus, so right now you 
wearing a mask and keeping your distance 
helps keep you from spreading it to me if 
you have the virus without knowing it. 
Get vaccinated when you are able as that 
will protect both you and me. And check 
your sources for information – believe the 
doctors, not your cousin Moe.

Ursula Lowrey
Nelson

Conroy’s challenge: 
stand up to 
corporate control

One notes with a certain irony the 
juxtaposition of two articles in the most 
recent Valley Voice. On the same page 
are ‘Time to return public forests to 
communities, says Herb Hammond’ 
above ‘Conroy appointed to ministry key 
to local economy: FLNRORD.’

In the latter it states that Conroy’s 
mandate is to update and modernize forest 
policy and legislation to ensure a future for 
forest communities, Indigenous peoples, 
workers (and companies). The Herb 
Hammond article lays out how forestry 
company profits have been subsidized by 
the people of BC for decades (e.g. $365 
million a year for the last 10 years) while 
thousands of jobs have been lost as these 
same companies close mills, mechanize, 
consolidate and export raw logs.

The job loss created by giving control 
to the forestry giants has been the loss of 
45,000 jobs since 2000! As Dr. Phil would 
say: and how’s that working out for you, 
forestry communities?

Conroy’s remit includes “create new 
jobs for workers in BC” and she hauls out 
the tired old NDP tropes of supporting 
people, jobs, and families. Yet when in 
power, NDP governments have done 
anything but!

How about it, Katrine Conroy? 
Do you have the jam to stand up to 
the corporate old boy’s club? As far as 
achieving your mandate, as Hammond 
says: “It would just take a government 
with a little bit of backbone to stand up 
to corporate control.”

Lorna Visser
Hills

We need to learn to 
live within our means

When I was a young man, I took 
up the bad habit of smoking tobacco. I 
wasn’t an outlier; pretty much everyone I 
knew smoked. There were no restrictions 
on where you could smoke... inside, 
outside, driving, flying, in your hospital 
bed. It was seen as a human right. 
Gradually, things changed as people 
came to realize how detrimental smoking 
was, and a lot of people, including me, 
decided to try to quit smoking. Having 
quit many times and then being lured 
back to the addiction, I came to realize 
that every time I started up again, I would 
have to smoke just a little more to make 
up for lost time. Eventually, I did quit by 
being deathly afraid to have the first one.

As a human being, I am very grateful 
to COVID-19. Before this pandemic 
came along, the governments had the 
people convinced that keeping the 
economy steaming along was the most 
important thing, and that we had to keep 
it growing, at all costs. No scientific 
evidence, no matter how dire, was 
important enough to halt the harm we 
were imposing on the environment or 
stop us from looking after the ‘number 
one’ thing: the Economy.

In the year 2020, humankind’s 
carbon emissions went down by a 
record amount. Governments listened to 
scientists in regards to the pandemic, and 
proudly boasted that they were making 
decisions based on science. They put the 
brakes on the precious economy. If they 
can pay attention to scientists to protect 
human health, they can pay attention to 
scientists to protect our environment, and 
now, everybody knows it.

Problem is, they have now gone 
into so much debt that they plan to go 
into even more debt to get the economy 
steaming along again. Like my smoking, 
the economy will have to grow to even 
greater heights to make up for lost time. 
The environment and its trusty scientists 
will be told to sit in the back seat again, 
and the Chamber of Commerce will 
prevail. Governments won’t, or perhaps 
can’t, do anything to change the equation 
– unless the people vote to force them to.

We need to stop exploiting our 
beautiful planet and learn to live within 
our means. No more willy-nilly flying, 
no more cruise ships, no more ridiculous 
over production and over consumption. 
It is the only way we survive in the long 
run. Most importantly, we need to find a 
way to humanely reduce our population, 
before Mother Nature does it for us.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Offended by 
Catherine 
McGrath’s letter

I am very offended by the thoughtless, 
unfeeling letter of December 3 to the VV from 
Catherine McGrath. She gives lip service to 
the fact that the woman in Nelson, while 
politely doing her job enforcing provincially 
mandated mask wearing in her workplace, 
was verbally abused and then spit on by a 
belligerent customer.

The unwarranted verbal abuse is one 
thing, but did you give one second to even 
think about what it would feel like if someone 
spit on you, no matter the reason, Catherine? 
Shock would be a natural reaction because 
spitting on each other is not something we do 
to each other. We don’t live in a society where 
this is an accepted recourse to use when we 
have a disagreement. That is one reason that 
I am horrified by your shallow representation 
of the situation. Another reason is that his 
spit, filled with whatever viruses and bacteria 
he is harbouring, including potentially, the 
coronavirus, could be as fatal a weapon as 
a gun in another circumstance. This to me is 
unconscionable.

You then introduce a subject switch 
to make a mask the villain in this situation. 
Your argument against masks, that they 
deprive one of oxygen and could therefore 
be grounds for the heart attack which this 
woman went on to have, is also absurd, 
unfounded, and cruel. People in certain 
fields like medicine have worn masks in the 
line of their work for a very long time. If 
they were dangerous for the person wearing 
the mask, don’t you think this would have 
been observed? The last people we want 
to have their judgement impaired by a lack 
of oxygen are our surgeons and physicians 
who look after us. They perform among the 
most delicate, skilled procedures known to 
us that we are the grateful beneficiaries of 
WEARING A MASK! They do this based 
on millions of collective hours of experience 
of mask wearing which has been proven to be 
in the best interest of all to keep us as safe as 
possible from germs that can cause us harm.

This man knew of the mask regulations 
before he even stepped into the coffee shop 
and he had to know that there would be 
consequences for defying the regulation. 
Going into a coffee shop isn’t a necessity, it’s 
a choice. Anyone who thinks it’s dangerous 
to their health or their freedom to wear a 
mask should avoid situations where they are 
required. That’s how they can defend their 
freedom and respect the freedom of others. 

Lastly, I want to thank the woman 
employee who suffered a heart attack while 
still at work following a very upsetting 
encounter with an abusive customer, for doing 
her part to keep us all safe. May you have a 
speedy recovery and know that many besides 
me are thankful to you for your responsible 
action and wish you well.

Carolyn Parker
New Denver

Bad experience 
at the Pavilion

While I was in the ER in August this year, 
my doctor and the home care nurse suggested 
that I should stay in the Pavilion for a few 
days. Before going into the ER, I had a fall at 
home, which was quite upsetting to me and I 

Flying blind 
Flying Blind: Governments’ hasty 

decisions to lock down Canadians while 
damaging public health and the economy is an 
informative analysis of Canada’s COVID-19 
response measures, recently published by the 
Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms 
(https://tinyurl.com/y5bm5qc7). It is a MUST 
read for all Canadians. “The risks posed 
by COVID-19 have been overestimated 
and mischaracterized; speculation and 
exaggerated estimates have been used to 
justify the lockdown policy that unjustifiably 
infringe the Charter rights and freedoms of 
all Canadians.”

Based on speculation and fatally flawed 
statistical modelling, governments assumed 
that extreme measures, never before imposed 

on society, would prevent large numbers of 
deaths. They chose not to examine options 
based on less destructive policies nor consider 
whether the harms would be greater than the 
benefits. 

Instead of anticipating extensive 
lockdown harms, alternatives were ignored, 
resulting in the “cure being worse than 
the disease”: deaths from delayed medical 
treatment, deaths from delayed diagnosis, 
deaths from suicide, deaths from drug 
overdoses and increased poverty. As of 
October 29, of BC’s 259 COVID-19 deaths, 
two occurred in the Interior Health region 
early in the pandemic. At the same time, 1,068 
people died from drug overdoses. Where in 
God’s name are our priorities?

Nine months and counting into 
COVID-19 lockdown hysteria, the abrogation 
of our basic civil rights is ripping our lives 
apart. The virus poses no danger to 90% of 
Canadians. Children and younger people are 
at almost ZERO risk from COVID-19 with the 
vast majority of ‘cases’ being asymptomatic or 
mild while recovery is 99%. With even more 
lockdowns threatened into next spring, we 
must ask: What is really going on?

Last March, just prior to declaring a 
global pandemic, the WHO said that SARS-
Cov-2, a respiratory virus, is primarily “age 
selective,” affecting “older people with 
chronic medical conditions such as diabetes 
and heart disease [who] appear to be more at 
risk of developing severe symptoms.” This 
is always the group most severely affected 
by seasonal respiratory viruses and are the 
first to die.

The implications were clear: protect 
the frail elderly, but allow those least likely 
to suffer serious harm from COVID-19 to 
work, go to school, to university, engage in 
select social activities. To do otherwise was 
to invite catastrophic social and economic 
hardship on the majority while affecting the 
poor and marginalized the worst.

By early summer, deaths dropped off; 
the virus had made its way through society to 
a large extent. Tragically, the frail and elderly 
were not protected. Many were abandoned 
in gulag-style care homes, suffering grim 
deaths from abject neglect and isolation from 
loved ones. 

The Justice Centre reports that as of 
November 20, “…71 per cent of Canada’s 
11,344 deaths are over the age of 80. A further 
18.4 per cent are between 70 and 79, and a 
further 7.3 per cent are between 60 and 69 
years of age. Only 3.3 per cent of deaths are 
amongst those under 60… “which is 374 
people in a population of 37.5 million.

A nightmare has unfolded precipitated 
by willful blindness and failure to protect 
Canadians from government overreach 
while unaccountable public health entities 
issue decrees with little basis in science or 
‘evidence-based medicine,’ yet are given 
unlimited powers such as BC’s Bill-19. 

Why are we submitting to government 
policies that endanger our lives in ways 
grossly magnified beyond any reasonable 
risks we make choices about? At age 77, 
I don’t fear COVID-19! But I do fear the 
impact of this madness on the children and 
their future. “As of November 30, 2020, 
governments still lack sufficient reliable 
information to justify ongoing violations of the 
Charter rights and freedoms of Canadians.” 

Edda West
Winlaw

was apprehensive to go home and be alone. 
So I agreed to spend a couple of weeks in the 
Pavilion respite bed.

Because of COVID, I had to be 
quarantined in the room for 14 days. I was 
not allowed any visitors from outside or from 
any of the people living in the Pavilion. The 
room was so cold that they may as well have 
booked me into the morgue. I think the service 
would have been better there. No one checked 
on me other than to bring meds and meals. I 
could have been dead! There was one day 
when the day shift nurse brought me meds 
that were meant to be taken in the evening and 
when I told her this, she argued with me and 
then left the room. When I asked for water to 
take with my pills, she said she was too busy 
and walked out of the room. No one offered 
to help me have a shower or bath during my 
six-day stay.

I never had my bed changed or made 
and no housekeeper came in except to empty 
the trash on two occasions. The bathroom 
wasn’t cleaned. No one mopped the floor 
or wiped any surfaces during my entire stay. 
As someone who cleaned the rooms in the 
Pavilion for many years, this is not acceptable.

I had two good nurses who treated me 
with dignity and respect, but the rest of the 
staff were invisible. A couple of times I stood 
with the door ajar waiting for someone to 
come by so I could ask for help. My legs 
got too tired while I waited. For more than 
20 minutes, I never saw a body. I felt like 
a prisoner. 

As a prisoner, I would have been fed 
better. I have been a diabetic for 30 years 
with blood sugars always well controlled. 
The food in the Pavilion is not intended for 
someone with diabetes. I had to have a friend 
bring food from home so that I didn’t starve 
to death. I was never offered any of the snack 
food that gets offered in the afternoon and 
evening. I spent much of my time worried and 
concerned about this poor diet. They couldn’t 
even provide me with a bowl to make my own 
breakfast, and the fridge in the room was set 
so that my food from home started to freeze. 
Because no one ever came into the room, I 
had to fix the fridge myself.

Because of all this and the lack of care, I 
decided to ‘escape’ early and I will never go 
back again. I have made a formal complaint to 
Interior Health and am still waiting for some 
form of reply.

The nurses and doctors who work out of 
the ER are very kind, caring people. I feel well 
looked after by these professionals. They had 
no impact on this horrible stay.

Elsie Reder
New Denver
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It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit
Cleaning protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commer-
cial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles. 
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Marvin’s Small Motor Repairs
Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm
Open regular hours 250-265-4911
Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.
Studio Connexion Art Gallery
Open by appointment or by chance Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm
250-265-8888; 203 Fifth Ave NW, Nakusp

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing 
more space to shop. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave 
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Eric’s Meats
Open Tues-Sat 9:30 am-5 pm
250-353-2436 

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 11 am daily. Open for lunch and dinner every day. Prime rib dinner 
every Friday night! Fall Getaway special now on! Front desk 8 am-8 pm for 
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; 
kaslohotel.com; Facebook.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Coin Laundry
Open 9 am-7 pm, 7 days a week
Use your intelligence, engage in physical distancing and wash hands when you 
come in and when you leave. Soap is good. The premises are being cleaned 
twice a day.
Contact: Wendy @ 358-7792 or Rod – phone numbers on signs inside the building.

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your 
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to 
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Our Holiday Sale is still on – Everything 10% Off in December! Open Every 
Day this month except Christmas & Boxing Day: Monday to Saturday, 11 am 
– 4 pm; Sunday, Noon – 3 pm. We’ve got ornaments & cards, and our great 
gifts include locally made crafts, natural fibre clothes, wool blankets, books, 
candles, jewelry and more. Happy Holidays and thanks for shopping local!

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca; www.valleyvoice.ca 

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Wed-Sat 9:30-2:30 • Sunday 10-2
250-358-7271

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Center
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Center temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers. 
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the 
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250-
226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local 
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online 
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out and delivery. Outdoor seating. 9 am-7 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

OPINION

Perspective from 
former US family

We have noticed a number of recent 
letters to the editor questioning COVID 
precautions and regulations, including 
the recent indoor mask mandate.

We feel that we have a perspective 
we would like to share as a family that 
arrived in this valley just before the 
pandemic reached Canada. We feel so 
lucky to be here and for the chance to 
share this message.

We continue to be in close touch 
with family and friends in the States. 

As such, we have perspective on what 
it looks like when people decide they are 
not okay with wearing masks, when they 
decide that their comfort and normalcy 
supercedes other people’s right to live, 
and most fundamentally, when they 
decide that we should make decisions 
only based on what is best for ourselves 
as individuals, without regard to impacts 
on others. What it looks like is horrible: 
from exhausted and discouraged nurses 
and doctors to hospitals over capacity in 
rural areas, it’s a recipe for heartbreak. 
We see how this attitude in the US 
doesn’t just extend to COVID, but also 
explains why we can have massive tent 

cities of hungry and houseless families, 
while others, including the president, 
play golf and party. We hear about the 
pain this causes – not just the statistics, 
but what it feels like to a 14-year-old to 
lose her mother, what it feels like to a 
father to be too exhausted to work for 
months on end.

We also have the perspective of 
knowing folks that have worn masks for 
months when they are inside stores or 
near other people. My 74-year-old dad, 
who has COPD, asthma and diabetes, 
has worn a mask when he’s out since 
April. It’s not just to protect himself, but 
out of respect and care for my mom, and 

for everyone in his community. I don’t 
love the steamy feeling of a mask, but if 
he can do it, if doctors and surgeons can 
do it, then I know I can too.

I don’t have blind faith in everything 
politicians tell me, but on this we know 
that medical professionals have worn 
masks to protect patients for over 100 
years, and we know it’s a failed real 
estate tycoon who will accept neither 
science nor math who has been maybe 
the most vocal opponent of masks. We 
have seen what happens when people 
start to lose confidence in the basics of 
what we know about how to treat each 
other, and start to look at everyone with 

suspicion.
That’s not how it is here. We love 

the community and the people we have 
met in this valley. Our kids comment on 
how friendly people are. We have been 
so welcomed and blessed here. Please 
don’t let the fear of science, or of social 
responsibility, or of caring for each other 
infect this community the way it has 
infected where we come from. We have 
watched certain politicians spread this 
fear, and have seen where it leads: it’s 
nowhere good, and y’all don’t deserve 
that suffering.

C Clara
Winlaw
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The Donation Store
Merry Xmas and 

Happy Holidays to all  
We will close at 2:00 pm on December 24 with the drawing of the door prize 

We will reopen on Monday February 1
Please no drop offs of goods during this closed time.

Phone 250-358-7199
Highway 6 • New Denver

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Xmas Hours:
Dec. 24 – 9 am - 6 pm
Dec. 25 - 26 - closed
Open Jan. 1 – 10 am - 6 pm

Opening on December 18
At the corner of highway 31a and “A” ave.  

Locally produced products such as dairy, eggs, coffee, pasta, 
bread, honey, chocolate as well as other basic 
necessities.

Specialty Coffees and Baked Goods 
 – unique items such as fishing tackle –

Winter Hours 
Tuesday - Saturday 
8 am until 1 pm 
(Subject to change 
     as needed.)

by Jan McMurray
A new corner store, at the 

corner of highway 31A and A 
Avenue, is opening on December 
18 in Upper Kaslo. 

Kane’s Landing Corner Store 
will supply locally produced 
items such as dairy, eggs, coffee, 
pasta, bread, honey, chocolate and 
other basic necessities. Specialty 
coffees and baked goods, plus 
some unique items such as fishing 
tackle, will also be on offer. There 
will be a fire pit and seating 
outdoors.

Kane’s Landing Corner Store opens tomorrow in Upper Kaslo
“People have been very 

supportive of the idea of a small 
convenience store in Upper Kaslo,” 
says co-owner Marie-Josee (MJ) 
Dufresne. 

MJ and Ernst Garthe (Ern), 
together with their two children, 
Tilo and Mia, will be operating the 
store. MJ has lived in Kaslo for the 
past 22 years. She has extensive 
experience in the retail sector. 
Ern has lived in Kaslo for the 
past 15 years and has held various 
positions in customer service. 

“We love l iv ing in  th is 

communi ty  and  en joy  the 
surroundings very much,” says MJ. 
“Many new families have moved 
here in the last couple of years, so 
we are excited about the future.”

The family also owns the Kaslo 
Manor Lodge and will use the store 
space to register guests, as well.

The hours of operation for the 
winter months will be Tuesday 
through Saturday, 8 am to 1 pm. 

“This is subject to change 
as needed,” MJ said. “We’re 
somewhat flexible, so we’ll see 
what people think.”

MJ and Ernst Garthe (Ern), together with their two children, Tilo and Mia, will be operating Kane’s Landing Corner Store in Upper Kaslo.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

• School’s well underway for 
the year but enrolment continues to 
increase, Superintendent Terry Taylor 
told the board in her December report. 
Five more students joined the district in 
November, a total of 21 new students 
since the year started. There are now 
519 students enrolled in SD#10.

“It really is quite remarkable. I’ve 
never seen this in all the years, since 
declining enrolment began,” Taylor 
told the board. 

• After months of finishing off the 
last few details, the Goat Mountain 
Kids Child Care Centre opened on 

SD 10 superintendent’s report: Enrolment continues 
to climb; Goat Mountain Kids Centre opens

November 30 to serve children and 
families in the New Denver area. 

“It was so exciting to see the nine 
little cubbies with the children’s names 
on it,” Taylor said of the opening 
day of the facility. “This was ‘just’ 
a renovation, but was a year in the 
making… so it was great to able to 
work with the Goat Mountain Children 
Society to make it come together.”

As for the 95-seat Nakusp Child 
Care Centre being planned for Nakusp 
Elementary, Taylor reported that the 
design and drawing stage is now 
complete; engineers and consulting 
contractors have been engaged. 
Demolition permits are planned, but 

due to the age of the portables, there 
was a snag.

“Because of the age of the 
portables, there’s a modular registry, 
like a vehicle, but the identifying tags 
have been gone a long time. So we’re 
following up with legal counsel to 
figure out next steps.”

As well, there’s been some interest 
locally to buy and move the portables, 
instead of demolishing them. The 
district is exploring this option as well.

• Arrow Lakes School District 10 
has set its strategic plans, actions and 
priorities for 2021. The plan allows 
educators to develop daily and monthly 
strategies in a larger context, and gauge 
those actions. The priorities are: literacy 
(improve success in reading and writing 
for all K-12 learners); Indigenous 
education (improve success for all 
Indigenous learners; close the equity 
gap); physical and mental well-being 
(focus on well-being for all: student 
learners and staff); environmental 
education and place-conscious learning 
(continue growing the ‘deep-learning’ 
practices to impact appreciation of the 
environment, locally and globally).

In addition to the actions, the plan 
contains a detailed list on the steps the 
district should take to meet those goals, 
and a list of measurables to help them 
assess if they are succeeding. 

A brochure detailing the board 
priorities is available online on the 
district website, under the ‘Strategic 
Plan’ section of the board page.

• The district held an “Indigenous 
Equity Scan” at Nakusp Secondary on 
November 19, with both NES and NSS 
students and parents.

“It was an important step to moving 
towards reconciliation, decolonization 
and the goal of equity,” Taylor said.
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Re-opening Jan. 11

COMMUNITY

Francis 
Sharon Grace 

Gustafson 
1939-2020

It is with sad and heavy hearts 
that we announce the passing of 
Francis Sharon Grace Gustafson 
(Butler). Sharon passed on December 
7, 2020 surrounded by the love of her 
immediate family, and the thoughts 

and prayers from extended family and friends that could not be with her. 
Sharon touched many hearts and brought joy and love to all of those 
around her. 

Born in Vernon in 1939, Sharon and her seven siblings spent a short 
part of their childhood in Victoria prior to moving to New Denver in 1945, 
where she would meet the love of her life and raise four children. Sharon 
and Al shared an impressive 62 years of marriage with the cornerstones 
of simplicity and family values which they passed on to all nine of their 
grandchildren and five of their great-grandchildren. 

Sharon and Al shared a life of adventure with regular trips camping 
and fishing but, the most important thing to Sharon was always her family. 
Sharon’s calling in life was definitely to be a Grandmother. She made each 
of her grandchildren, great-grandchildren and neighbourhood child feel 
loved and like they were the most important part of her world. Fishing 
and growing a garden that could sustain the family through the winter 
were the simple pleasures that Sharon enjoyed, a life lived by doing the 
best with what she had. Her flowers will grow on in her memory and as 
a reminder to enjoy the simple and important things in life. 

A heartfelt thank you to staff members of the Slocan Community 
Health Care Centre who showed compassion and empathy to not only 
Sharon, but to the family that were by her side in her final days. In 
addition, to the people of New Denver who baked, cooked meals or 
brought flowers, your kindness and support will not be forgotten, thank 
you. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to a charity important to 
Sharon, the New Denver Hospice Society. 

Happy Holidays 
from the Village 

of New Denver

by Kathy Hartman
• The Nikkei calendar and 

the book Kyowakai: Memory and 
Healing in New Denver are ready 
for gift giving and available at the 
Village office until December 22. 
Published by the Village of New 
Denver, the book tells the story of the 
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre 
(NIMC), the people who created it 
and the healing it inspired.

• The campground brought in 
almost as much revenue as last 
year despite being closed for May 
and the first half of June. The 2020 
Campground Operations Report 
showed a net income of $109,711, 
just slightly less than last year. A 
review of the campground fees and 
booking system will be presented 
at the January council meeting. 
The Village may want to go to full-
payment online bookings to ensure 
payment, and to reduce interaction 
with campers if physical distancing 
is still required. Campground fees 
have not been increased since 
2014 but costs of supplies, wages, 
cleaning and power have gone up 
in the last six years and should be 
reflected in a possible updated price 
structure. Public consultation on the 
Centennial Park Master Plan, which 
includes the campground, should 
take place in January. Residents 
may send in their ideas to office@
newdenver.ca.

• The Heiwa Teien garden at the 
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre 
National Historic Site needs work. 
Council received the ‘Heiwa Garden 
Restoration Plan’ by consultants Hiro 
Okusa, Edzard Teubert and Myles 
Berney. The report recommends an 
estimated $81,420 worth of repairs to 
the garden. The Village has applied 
for a COVID Economic Recovery 
Infrastructure Program grant, and 
if successful, work on the garden 
should begin in March or April 2021. 
The Village is expecting a funding 
decision sometime in February.

• Council will provide a letter 
in support of the New Denver and 
Area Housing Society’s (NDAHS) 
application to BC Housing’s 
Community Housing Fund for the 
development of a 10-unit affordable 
rental housing complex at 602 Slocan 

New Denver council, December 8: Good year for the campground despite COVID
Avenue, where the recycling depot 
sits now. The Village is being asked 
to commit the land for the project 
at a nominal cost, and to proceed 
with rezoning of the property 
to accommodate the proposed 
development if funding is secured. 
The land is zoned E1-Environmental 
Reserve because of its proximity to 
the Village well #1, and the rezoning 
of the property is contingent on the 
relocation of the well. The Village 
has applied for funding for the 
water project, and expects to hear 
back sometime next year. NDAHS 
is submitting a proposal to BC 
Housing’s Community Housing 
Fund program by the deadline of 
January 15, 2021. 

• The Knox Hall restoration 
inspired the Village to begin a 
conversation with the Reading Centre 
volunteers to pursue a possible 
Municipal Library designation. 
Councillor Colin Moss was very 
impressed with the renovation 
work and wondered if the reading 
centre could upgrade to a regular 
library. “Potential project for 2021,” 
responded Chief Administrative 
Officer Catherine Allaway. 

• The Village has applied for 
funding to assist with road rescue. 
The New Denver & Area Volunteer 
Fire Department provides road rescue 
services outside the boundaries of the 
fire protection area when requested 
by Emergency Management BC. 
The Fire Chiefs’ Association of 
BC has received one-time funding 
to assist out-of-jurisdiction road 
rescue providers with training 
and equipment costs related to the 
delivery of this essential public 

safety service. The Village hopes 
to use the fund to cover the cost of 
its aging items, such as the airbags 
used in the auto-extrication system 
and the generator that powers the 
embankment winch. This will leave 
more funds in the budget for a 
much-needed rescue truck without 
depleting reserve funds or relying 
on taxation.

• The survey to identify the 
activities residents would like to see 
return to the Slocan Health Centre 
gym this winter is ongoing. Email 
ACarmichael@rdck.bc.ca and put the 
word ‘GYM’ in the subject heading 
if you wish to receive a survey. Once 
enough data is collected, the RDCK 
will be asked to use some of their 
COVID-19 Safe Restart Grant for 
Local Governments to pay for the 
supervision and cleaning staff.

• Brought forward from the in 
camera meeting of November 24 
was a resolution to ask the RDCK 
for a detailed financial report for 
2019-20 and a detailed budget for 
2021 for the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission, with 
copies sent to partner municipalities 
(Silverton, Slocan, Area H), 
Columbia Basin Trust and MLA 
Katrine Conroy.

• Councillors awarded Village 
staff with a second paid holiday 
day over Christmas. Typically, all 
municipal staff are given one paid 
day off during the week between 
Christmas and New Year’s Day. In 
recognition of staffs’ tremendous 
effort at keeping the Village running 
smoothly in these interesting times, 
council voted to add a second paid 
holiday day as a thank you. 
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HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS
The Council and Staff of the Village of New Denver would like 
to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season. Please 
note the Village office will close at 4:00 PM on Tuesday, 
December 22, 2020 and will reopen at 9:00 AM on Monday, 
January 4, 2021.  Staff will be checking messages periodically 
and we appreciate your patience and understanding as non-
emergencies will receive a call back in the New Year.    

HOLIDAY GARBAGE COLLECTION
Garbage collection will be affected by the holiday schedule this 
year.  Residential garbage collection will take place on Tuesday, 
December 22, 2020, December 29, 2020 & January 5, 2021 
as regularly scheduled. Commercial garbage collection will take 
place on Thursday, December 24 and December 31, 2020.

CANCELLATION OF COUNCIL MEETING
Please note that the Council of the Village of New Denver has 
cancelled the December 22nd Regular Meeting. The next 
Regular Meeting of Council will take place on January 12, 2021 
at 7:00 PM in Council Chambers.

2021 COUNCIL MEETINGS
Council Meetings are held at 7:00 PM in the Village of New 
Denver Council Chambers on the second and fourth Tuesdays 
of the month. The schedule for 2021 is as follows:
 January 12 & 26  July 13 & 27
 February 9 & 23   August 10 & 24
 March 9 & 23  September 14 & 28
 April 13 & 27  October 12 & 26
 May 11 & 25   November 9 & 23
 June 8 & 22   December 14 & 28

WINTER PLOWING
To ensure public safety, please give plenty of space to snow 
plowing equipment.   Residents are asked not to approach the 
operators while they are working – please direct any questions 
regarding snow removal to the Village Office instead.  

KYOWAKAI BOOK PUBLISHED
The Village of New Denver has just released a new historical 
book titled Kyowakai: Memory and Healing in New Denver 
written by local author Anne Champagne and designed by 
John Endo Greenaway. The book tells the story of Japanese 
Canadian internment in New Denver, the creation of the Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre (NIMC) by the Kyowakai Society, 
and the healing it inspired. The books can be purchased at 
the Village Office and at the NIMC in 2021. NIMC 2021 wall 
calendars are also still available for purchase. Both books and 
calendars are $20 each plus applicable tax and would make 
wonderful gifts for the holiday season! Proceeds from both will 
go towards the NIMC.  Thanks for your support! 

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

from Walter Popoff,
Director, Area “H,”

RDCK

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year to one and all,
From Walter Popoff, Director, Area “H,” RDCK

Holiday Hours: 
Closed 

Dec. 25th/26th 
and Jan 1st

www.kaslobuilding.com

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The last Regional District 
of Central Kootenay board of 
directors’ meeting of 2020 saw the 
organization’s leadership spending 
most of its time setting up and 
planning for the coming year.

Much of the December 10 
meeting was taken up with selecting 
directors and citizens to sit on a dozen 
boards and commissions, as well as 
planning to attend conferences, both 
internal and external to the RDCK. 
From social development to transit, 
municipal insurance, water services 
and recreation, the district needs to 
have ‘eyes on the ground’ on many 
organizations and groups to help 
manage the community’s needs. 
Each director sits on several boards, 

RDCK board, December 10: Planning for the coming year...
commissions, and community 
groups.

Other than appointments, 
directors decided to:

- endorse the South Slocan’s 
Commission of Management’s call 
to have the old South Slocan School 
demolished in the new year. You can 
find out more about this story in the 
December 3 edition of the Valley 
Voice.

- approve the Commission’s plan 
to hike water rates in South Slocan 
10% in the new year.

- approve a plan to increase 
fees at RDCK landfills across the 
region. In the West subregion, which 
includes the Arrow Lakes and Slocan 
Valleys, it will cost $3 to take a 
container of mixed waste to the 
dump. There’s a different schedule 

for the Ootishchenia and Nakusp 
landfills: it will cost a minimum $6.25 
to get rid of your household waste at 
those central locations. 

While the new fee schedule was 
approved, the changes have to be 
incorporated in the RDCK’s Resource 
Recovery Facility Regulatory Bylaw, 
which should happen early in the new 
year. It’s likely residents will see the 
higher fees by February.

- write a letter in support of 
keeping the Flight Service Station 
open at the Castlegar Airport. The 
station works with the airport tower 
to help with flight planning, in-flight 
decision making and relaying traffic 
information to pilots. The station 
is critical at Castlegar, one of the 
most challenging airports in North 
America.

- write to new Forestry, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations and 
Rural Development Minister Katrine 
Conroy inquiring about bioenergy 
opportunities in the region. The 
cutting-edge system (a plant in 
Fruitvale has just opened that uses 
the process to generate energy) 
“would assist the RDCK in further 
investigating bioenergy projects 
which would align with provincial 
objectives of maximizing fibre 
utilization and reducing forest fuel 
loading,” directors say. 

- award the contract for the 
Woodbury Village Water Treatment 
Plant upgrades to Integrated 
Sustainability Consultants Ltd. The 
company will get just under $400,000 
to begin upgrades to the aging water 
system.

- defer a motion to begin a 
$40,000 feasibility study cell service 
infrastructure and leasing for Pass 
Creek, Krestova and the lower Slocan 
Valley. They’ll tweak the motion 
and bring it back to the board in the 
new year. 

-  approve  Rura l  Affa i r s 
Committee decisions on ALR 
exclusion requests in the Blewett 
area. 

- make a $250 donation to each 
of eight regional food banks in Kaslo, 
Nakusp, Slocan, New Denver, Salmo, 
Nelson, Castlegar and Creston in lieu 
of their annual Christmas lunch.
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submitted by the Waste 
Reduct ion Commit tee 
Kaslo Climate Action Team 
(KCAT) 

Every year Canadians 
throw away over three 
million tonnes of plastic 
waste.

We take up resources – 
make products – then toss 
them as waste. It is very 
challenging to avoid all petro-
plastic. So much of what 
we buy is wrapped in it and 
we’ve grown used to its 
convenience. We toss it into 

On the way to zero waste: Why should we stop using petroleum-based single-use plastic? 
landfills, with an out-of-sight, 
out-of-mind attitude. We love 
plastic. We think it strong, 
useful, cheap, and something 
we can throw away. 

But  there are good 
reasons we should stop using 
single use petroleum plastic:

• It’s made from fossil 
fuels, a non-renewable 
resource that contributes to 
climate change.  

• Waste from single-use 
petro-plastics is everywhere 
on the planet, on our land 
and in our water.

• Single-use petro-plastic 
lasts forever, breaking down 
to microscopic pieces in 
waterways and soils entering 
the food chain.

• Petro-plastic particles 
are found in human feces. 
Micro plastics are in our 
water and in the food chain 
and so can be tracked in our 
bodies.

• Animals on land and 
sea eat plastic, which clogs 
their systems and can lead 
to infect ions,  disease, 
blockage, starvation or death 
by suffocation.

• Petro-plastic is not 
easy to recycle. It is costly 
and, when produced or 
burned, the emissions and 
fire hazards are significant. 

Petro-plast ic  is  not 
cheap. We must consider 
the real costs of resource 
extraction, landfill costs, loss 
of quality of life, recycling 
and disposal costs and 
wildlife loss. 

The provincial  and 
federal governments are 
working to mitigate our 
contribution to climate 
change. Part of the strategy 
bans plastic straws and 
cutlery, foam cups, and 

packaging.
Kaslo has signed onto the 

West Kootenay EcoSociety’s 
plan to make the region be 
‘100% Renewable by 2050.’ 
Please help us take action 
to make this goal real. Let 

us stop using single-use 
petroleum plastic products, 
require the industry to be 
responsible for the end life 
of their products and put in 
place a circular economy 
where we reuse items. 

submitted
The Carpenter Creek Last 

Wishes Society (CCLWS) 
is no longer able to accept 
donations for the Green Burial 
project due to complications 
with rules about its charitable 
status,

The organization, which is 
trying to secure a plot of land 
to allow people to be buried 
in an environmentally friendly 
way, was receiving donations 
through Canada Helps, an 
online crowdfunding site.

“CCLWS is in the process 
of obtaining charitable tax 
status, and will create the 
opportunity for supporters to 
donate and get a tax receipt 
as soon as possible,” says a 
release from the society.

A l t hough  i t  i s  no t 
currently possible to make 
a tax-deductible donation, 
the society says people 

Green Burial project in 
New Denver runs into 
temporary snag

can still contribute to this 
worthwhile endeavour by 
going to the GoFundMe site 
(https://gf.me/u/yiz6h8); 
sending funds by etransfer to 
carpentercreekgreenburial@
gmail.com; donating directly 
by making a deposit in the 
Green Burial bank account 
at the Kootenay Savings 
Credit Union; sending a 
designated cheque directly 
to the Carpenter Creek Last 
Wishes Society (Attention: 
Green Burial), Box 231, New 
Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

In September a local 
resident offered a piece of land 
for the future Green Burial 
cemetery, giving the initiative 
a big boost. However, the 
society warns it may take up 
to two years to complete the 
necessary legal requirements 
– subdivision, tests, permits 
– to allow for natural burials.
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Merry Merry 
Christmas Christmas 

and the and the 
best in the best in the 
New Year!New Year!

submitted
Organizers of the annual 

The Langham Polar Plunge won’t look like this this year, but is going ahead digitally. Read the article to find out how!

Langham annual Polar Plunge fundraiser is going digital for 2021
New Year’s Day Langham 
Polar Plunge aren’t going to 

let something like a pandemic 
put a stop to the popular 

community event.
But it will be a little 

different this year.
For the last 15 years, the 

Polar Plunge saw a crazy 
dash by locals into freezing 
Kaslo Bay, followed by being 
warmed from the outside with 
a hot fire, hugs and blankets 
– and being warmed on the 
inside with hot dogs, hot cider 
and good cheer all around. 

And it is all to support the 
Langham Cultural Centre and 
its programs.

“It’s a real bummer,” 
says Langham board member 
Harel Challmie. “I was really 
looking forward to manning 
the barbecue again, expanding 
the offerings, keeping our 
plungers well fed with good 
hot food.”

When it was clear the 
plunge would be cancelled, 
Challmie and a Langham 
committee got together to 
brainstorm. As with so many 
events this year, the sharing 
capacity of social media 
became the answer. The Great 
Pandemic Polar Plunge for 

2021 would happen – and it 
was going digital.

The idea is this: plungers 
will again collect pledges from 
those who will financially 
sponsor their plunge; the 
plunger plunges in any way 
they choose, and has their 
plunge filmed in a short video; 
videos can then be posted 
on the Langham Facebook 
page by January 2, 2021, 
where they will be shared with 
everyone.

“The idea is that everybody 
be as creative, fun and whacky 
as they want to be with their 
plunge videos,” says Langham 
Executive Director Paul 
Grace-Campbell. “Plunge 
into any cold water – have 
somebody dump a bucket of 
freezing water over you – 
family plunge, bubble plunge, 
pet plunge, costumes, songs, 
chanting, drama, whatever 
works for you.

“Also, of course, be safe 
– don’t plunge alone – have 
your bubble support team 
ready nearby with blankets, 
fire, warm drinks, hugs, etc.,” 

he said.
“And don’t forget the hot 

dogs!” Challmie adds.
With the video evidence 

of a successful  plunge 
accomplished, pledgers 
then send their donations 
to the donation page on the 
Langham website https://
thelangham.ca/donate, or by 
mail to Box 1000, Kaslo, BC 
V0G 1M0.
Prizes offered

For the first time, prizes 
will be awarded – one prize 
each for Most Creative Plunge 
Video and Largest Pledge 
Amount Gathered. The prize 
is a $75 gift certificate to Front 
Street Market for each winner! 
Winners will be chosen by 
Langham board members 
during the week after the 
plunge deadline.

F o r  p l e d g e  s h e e t s , 
questions or more info 
contact langham@netidea.
com or 250-353-2661. You can 
also check our website www.
thelangham.ca and Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/
thelangham



December 17, 2020   The Valley Voice  17COMMUNITY

Merry Christmas and all the best Merry Christmas and all the best 
in the New Year!in the New Year!

From Pat & Peggy and the staff at 
Mountain Valley Station 
   Slocan

   We will be open
on Christmas Day &
   New Year’s Day 
            12 - 4
WE’RE SORRY TO SAY WE WILL NOT BE HOSTING OUR BOXING 

DAY FAMILY FUN SKATE PARTY THIS YEAR DUE TO THE 
LATEST HEALTH REGULATIONS. BE BACK AGAIN NEXT YEAR!!!        

Come see us for 
great gifts, local 
crafts & all your 
wrapping needs!

We Wish all our Customers a 
Healthy & Happy Holiday!

Holiday Hours:
Dec 20 11-3 • Dec 21 – 24 9-5 • Dec 25, 26 & 27 Closed
Dec 28 – 31 9-5 • January 1 Closed

submitted
The Valhalla Foundation for Ecology 

has launched its first website, which aims 
to keep the community informed and be 
a resource for students and supporters.

 “It’s a great resource for 
students working on a science report, 
homeschoolers, or anyone looking to 
learn and explore online during this 

New Valhalla Foundation website educational and inspirational
COVID stay-at-home time,” said VFE 
Chairperson Wayne McCrory.

Key features of the site are an 
introduction to each of the foundation’s 
conservation properties and stewardship 
work, a link to VFE information on the 
Canada Revenue Agency site (Charities 
Branch), a selection of recent media 
coverage, inspirational blog posts, 

recognition for partners, links to the VFE 
Facebook page and other social media, 
and links to more sites where readers can 
explore conservation, Indigenous issues, 
and environmental protection.

For those who wish to support 
the Valhalla Foundation’s work 
financially, there are links to giving 
portal CanadaHelps.org with options to 

donate cash or securities.
A ‘Let’s Talk’ contact form invites 

readers into conversation. “We would 
love feedback on the website so please 
take a look and use the ‘Let’s Talk’ 
feature to send us your comments,” said 
McCrory.

You can visit the site at www.
valhallafoundationforecology.org

For those wishing to donate or 
communicate using a more traditional 
method, the Valhalla Foundation for 
Ecology has a new postal address: PO 
Box 207, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

Jasmin and Hector won the New Denver-Silverton colouring contest in their age categories. The children’s artwork has been posted in windows 
of local businesses since Merchants’ Night. The contest was sponsored by the Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce.

Ashley Greenwood won the New Denver Merchants’ Basket full of wonderful gifts from the shops 
in New Denver and Silverton. The draw for the basket was held on Merchants’ Night, December 4.
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Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
and and 

Happy New YearHappy New Year
from from 

Crescent Bay ConstructionCrescent Bay Construction

Holiday Hours:
Dec 24 closed at noon

Dec 25, 26, 27 & 28 closed
Dec 31 closed at noon

Jan 1, 2 &3 closed
Nakusp • Ph. 250 265-3747• Email cresbay@telus.net

Charlie’s 
Needful Things

Closed Christmas Eve, 
Christmas & Boxing Day
• Open New Year’s Day •

Otherwise Regular Hours

Season’s Greetings to all
Thank you for your support!

250-777-3789
Downtown New Denver

Arrow & Anchor Pizza owner Ryan Chisholm was pumping out the pizzas on the night of the Celebration of Light in Nakusp, December 4.

Janet Quesnel was in the holiday spirit on New Denver Merchants’ Night on December 4, working at New Market Foods.

submitted
TogetherBC: British Columbia’s 

Poverty Reduction Strategy 2019 
Annual Report was tabled by the 

Poverty reduction strategy sets a solid foundation
legislature on December 10, and is 
available to the public.

TogetherBC is the Province’s 
first poverty reduction strategy. It 

is a cross-government approach to 
reducing the overall poverty rate by 
25% and the child poverty rate by 
50% by 2024.

The 2019 annual report has been 
reviewed by the Minister’s Poverty 
Reduction Advisory Committee. 
The report includes the committee’s 
commentary, describes actions 
taken and contains a comprehensive 
listing of all government programs 
implemented during the 2019 
calendar year that contribute to 
poverty reduction.

Key actions include increasing 
the minimum wage, increasing 
income and disability assistance 
rates, and removing policies in order 
to make it easier for people to access 
assistance, supports and services.

The 2019 report outlines a strong 
foundation for helping people break 
the cycle of poverty and access better 
opportunities and better services. 
While the report shows positive signs 
during 2019, it does not reflect the 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which will be addressed in future 
reports.

The 2019 annual report is available 
online at www.gov.bc.ca/TogetherBC
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by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp and Area 

Bike Society (NABS) had 
another productive year 
developing the Mt. Abriel 
Recreation Site on Hwy 23 
just north of Nakusp. 

Two large gazebos (20’ 
x 20’) were constructed, dirt 
jumps were created, two 
work stands with bike tools 
and pumps were installed, 
and 15 kilometres of trail 
were built. 

“There  are  now 40 
kilometres of trail open 
at Mt. Abriel,” said Adam 
Balls, project manager, in 
an interview on-site. “It 

Randy Speers, construction manager, and Gerry Clark and Brayden Stanton, construction labourers, in one of the new 
gazebos at the Mt. Abriel Recreation Site north of Nakusp.

Mt. Abriel Recreation Site attracts thousands
was super popular this 
year. We had thousands of 
users. It’s extremely popular 
with people from Nelson, 
Revelstoke, Rossland, and 
other places within the West 
Kootenay, and with people 
from the coast who come 
for two weeks, specifically 
to come to Mt. Abriel.”

Balls explained that 
NABS collects the trail use 
data online. Trail users use 
an app to track their rides, 
and the data is available on 
the internet.

“We have 28 accessible 
campsites. We have adaptive 
trails. We have destination 

trails to bring people in,” 
Balls said.

The society also held kids 
camps and social rides at the 
site in the summer, as well as 
volunteer build days. Another 
exciting development is a 
mountain biking team at 
Nakusp Secondary, with 14 
members. The team trained 
at Mt. Abriel this fall, and 
will be back in the spring, 
Balls says.

Since 2017, about 10 
kilometres a year of trail 
have been built. In 2018, a 
180-foot-long boardwalk 
bridge was constructed as 
part of a 2.5-km trail that 

is suitable for adaptive and 
beginner riders. Last year, 
a pavilion was built at the 
entrance to the site.

“For three years in a row, 
we’ve had JCP (Job Creation 
Partnership) funding from 
the Ministry of Social 
Development and Poverty 
Reduction that has allowed 
for all this infrastructure,” 
Balls reports.

In 2021, the group hopes 
to further develop a skills 
park and a climbing trail 
to the top of Mt. Abriel 
– but Balls promises the 
trail won’t be steep. “It’s a 
really low grade. You could 
cross-country ski up it,” he 

said. “We want to make it 
accessible for everybody.”

NABS is also looking 
into avenues for  more 
community engagement in 
2021.

The project employed 
20 people this year, and all 
the materials were locally 
sourced where possible. 
Balls says the project has 
“amazing local support” 
and has received a lot of in-
kind donations from local 
businesses.

In addition to the JCP 
program funding, which 
was supported by Arrow & 
Slocan Lakes Community 
Services, NABS has received 

funding from the Investing 
in Canadian Infrastructure 
program (ICIP), RDCK, 
and CBT.

“A big thank you to 
everyone who has been 
involved this year,” Balls 
said. “We really appreciate 
the volunteers who maintain 
the trails, local businesses 
that support us and our 
funders – and all our staff.

“For me, it’s the people. 
It’s all about the people,” 
B a l l s  s a i d .  “ G e t t i n g 
community buy-in makes 
things happen.”

C h e c k  o u t 
nakuspbikesociety.ca for 
more information. 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND
MERRY CHRISTMAS

WISHING EVERYONE A WONDERFUL
AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON

We would like to thank everyone for all their 
continued support again this year. It makes us 

love what we do each time we see you.
We look forward to seeing you in the New Year.

Store hours are posted online 
and at the store

Season’s Greetings from the NACFOR 
Board of Directors and Management Team

by Jan McMurray
A new group called Kootenay 

Freedom has been holding vigils and 
rallies in communities throughout 
the region “to show that we question 
the mainstream narrative on the 
pandemic,” says Kootenay Freedom 
member Nadine Podmoroff.

The next rally takes place in 
Castlegar on December 21, from 
10 am to 2 pm. The rally will start 
at Millenium Park at 10 am.

“We’re taking a stand in our 
communities, leading by example,” 
she said.

The group started up in early 
summer, and now has over 400 
members. “More and more people 
are signing up now – we’re getting 
60-100 new members a week,” 
Podmoroff reports.

The group provides educational 
materials at the rallies and vigils, and 
distributes a newsletter regularly to 
members. Rallies are larger, with 
speakers and musicians, while 

Kootenay Freedom questions mainstream narrative on COVID-19
vigils typically have 12-24 people, 
Podmoroff says.

Vigils are held every Saturday 
and have happened in Winlaw, 
Kaslo, Nelson, Castlegar and Trail 
so far. Podmoroff says vigils are 
expected to start up soon in New 
Denver and Nakusp.

“We are an emotional support 
group that is questioning why a lot 
of doctors, health care workers and 
scientists are not being allowed 
to speak,” Podmoroff explained. 
“We’re also questioning why our 
rights are disappearing – our rights 
to have a job, to go to work and 
make money to feed our families, 
our rights to breathe fresh air, 
to come together and pray in a 
church, to come together for a 
funeral, and the rights we have 
to choose what kind of medical 
interventions can occur in our 
own bodies. We stand for medical 
freedom and informed consent when 
it comes to vaccinations. We support 

transparent science and unbiased 
journalism and privacy rights and 
free speech and democracy. We’re 
questioning why we are still on 
lockdown, especially when there 
are so few deaths globally and in 
Canada.”

Podmoroff says many Kootenay 
Freedom members are health care 
workers and social workers. “Several 
of us are social workers who are 
happy to meet with other members 
who feel they could benefit from this 
expertise,” Podmoroff said.

Kootenay Freedom is working 
in alliance with similar groups in the 
Okanagan and the Lower Mainland, 
as well. Podmoroff said she went to 
a rally in Kelowna on December 12 
that was attended by 2,000 people.

Kootenay Freedom is run strictly 
by volunteers and there is no charge 
to become a member.

Contact the group by emailing 
kootenayfreedom@protonmail.
com.

Anti-mask protestor at one of the Nelson vigils.
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Columbia Mills
Industrial 
Space for 

Rent

Industrial Land 
for Rent

Fixer Upper 
House for Rent

James Kay, P.Eng
Alder Lands Development Ltd.
Site: 517 3A Avenue, Nakusp, 

BC V0G 1R1
Mailing: PO Box 29212 OKM, 

Kelowna, BC V1W 4A7
Tel. 250-870-6261

James@AlderLands.ca
www.AlderLands.ca

by Jan McMurray
Queens  Bay  au tho r 

Claudette RdV Burton has 
written a delightful story called 
Mary’s Secret, offering an 
account of Mother Mary that is 
different from the norm.

Burton was inspired to 
write the story last fall while 
she was hiking in Andorra, a 
tiny country between Spain 
and France.

“In Andorra, I started 
understanding Mary as a whole 
other entity than what the 
Catholic Church portrayed 
her as,” Burton said in an 
interview. “Once or twice I 
felt intimidated because I was 
going against the mainstream, 
but I kept having dreams 
encouraging me to carry on.”

Burton explained that there 
are very old Roman churches 
in Andorra, and many of their 
frescoes had been plastered 
over because of their Pagan 
content.

“It was interesting to 
realize that the Roman Catholic 
Church felt it was necessary to 
rearrange the artwork to suit 
the story line that they wanted 
to tell,” she said.

The image on the front 
cover of Mary’s Secret is of 
a carving of Mary and Jesus 

Queens Bay author releases new book, Mary’s Secret
that is legendary in Andorra. 
As the story is told, ages ago 
the original carving was found 
under a white rose bush when 
the church it had been displayed 
in burnt down in the town 
of Meritxell. Although taken 
to another grander church in 
Canillo, it disappeared again 
with no footprints left in the 
snow – only to be found back 
under the same rose bush down 
the valley. This was considered 
miraculous and a new church 
was built for Her near the rose 
bush in Meritxell. Our Lady of 
Meritxell became the Patron 
Saint of Andorra.

“It was the first time in 
my life I had ever met a Mary 
I could relate to,” Burton said. 
“She looks so burnt out, with 
this special two-year-old on 
her lap. I chuckled to myself 
when I saw the carving.” A 
couple of days later, Burton 
saw a shopping bag with her 
portrait on it winking, which 
made her laugh out loud.

“These two images of 
Mary in very different moods 
sparked fresh insights for me 
that became this story,” she 
said. “It was just delightful, so 
liberating, that I had to write 
it out.”

Burton says there are 

various layers to the story, 
and grandmothers will find 
something different than a teen 
in its pages.

“We are storytell ing 
creatures. Why do we accept 
some stories and reject others? 
The whole storytelling process 
is fascinating to me. You can 
see it today. When you have 
a powerful person like the 
pope or Donald Trump tell 
stories that some people think 
is a crock and others swallow 
hook, line and sinker – how 
does this happen? Politics and 
reality can be changed because 
of one powerful person’s 
stories being repeated over 
and over again.”

Burton has lived in Queens 
Bay for over 40 years. She has 
written articles for magazines 
and other periodicals, and 
a book, The Porcupine who 
Would, a children’s story about 
local landscape ecology issues.

New Denver residents Art 
Joyce and Anne Champagne 
were involved in the early 
editing of Mary’s Secret.

The book is available at 
Raven’s Nest in New Denver, 
Spi r i twood in  Nakusp , 
Eurythmy Studio & Books 
in Kaslo, and Otter Books in 
Nelson.
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There is light in the 
darkness. Celebrate it! 

https://widespot.ca/event/christmas-eve-light-in-the-darkness/

The members of Turner-Zion United Church of Canada wish 
our community a merry and blessed Christmas. We invite you 
to visit the widespot.ca Calendar of Events for information on 
the Christmas Eve service, weekly “Still Walking” meditation, 

online book study, meditation group, and House Church. 

250 551-6540

Season’s GreetingsSeason’s Greetings
from the staff atfrom the staff at

Gaia Tree Whole FoodsGaia Tree Whole Foods

Closed Christmas Closed Christmas 
and New Year’s Dayand New Year’s Day

Open 9 – 5 Open 9 – 5 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Eve, 
Boxing Day & Boxing Day & 

New Year’s EveNew Year’s Eve

250-226-7255 • Hwy 6, Winlaw

Wide Spot
Feelings of 
contagion

In a photo that went viral recently, 
an elderly man with COVID-19 
is seen from the back. His head is 
buried in the arms of a physician as 
he weeps. The hospital gown gaps 
open to reveal his spine, a vision of 
naked vulnerability. The doctor who 
hugs him is fully garbed in PPE: you 
see only his sad, sad eyes.

Contagion is a physical thing. 
You catch the flu, or chicken pox, 
or COVID-19 from someone who 
has it. Of course, the presence of a 
bacteria or virus isn’t the full story. 
We don’t get sick simply because we 
are exposed. Some of us might be 
physically susceptible while others 
are particularly robust. Physical and 
mental well-being always play a part 
in illness and disease.

Most of us recognize, whether 
we’re conscious of it or not, that 
feelings are also contagious. Just 
think about how it feels when 
someone you love is depressed; 
when your best friend is fearful; 
when your neighbour rants about 
people who don’t wear masks (or 
maybe about those who insist that 
others wear masks). We can catch 
another’s discomfort. We humans 
constantly impact each other’s neural 
systems.

When our  granddaughter 
Ella was born, I was part of the 
grandparent support brigade. We 
each took two weeks as chief child-
minder when Ella’s mom went back 
to work. My stint coincided with 
reading A General Theory of Love 
(Lewis, Amini and Lannon). It was 
holy coincidence that gave me hands-
on experience of what I was studying 

– that children are “open-loop neural 
systems.” I noticed how calming 
myself when Ella was screaming 
immediately calmed her. I noticed 
how slowing my breathing helped 
her to slow down. I noticed that my 
low and murmured songs made us 
both feel safe.

The authors suggested that 
children are maximally “open-
loop.” Because their brains are still 
developing, the energetic flavour of 
a trusted adult affects them deeply. A 
parent who can’t get a grip spawns 
kids who have difficulty regulating 
their feelings. A parent who practices 
calming himself supports kids who 
can calm themselves. Parents who 
do their own emotional work create 
resilient children.

Which brings us back to 
contagion. When the Nelson hospital 
started preparing for coronavirus, 
one doctor noticed anxiety escalating 
among staff. She suggested that 
fear was infectious, but observed 
that so, too, was compassion. The 
hospital staff adopted a program to 
help remind themselves that love is 
contagious, too.

Fear, anger, sorrow and anxiety 
are pandemic right now. There are 
real reasons for these feelings – but 
they are not the full story, or the 
only story. As responsible adults, 
we can calm ourselves in the face 
of uncontrollable situations and 
intolerable suffering. We slow our 
breathing; we murmur songs of 
comfort. Then we love. Compassion 
for neighbours, forgiveness for 
family members, resistance to 
injustice: all are contagious. Love 
will not make this all go away. But 
it will shift how we experience these 
times: whether we will leave each 
other to weep alone or hold each 
other in compassion.

Love is contagious, too. 

by Jan McMurray
After two years of researching 

and providing education about the 

Kokanee eggs planted in shore-spawning kokanee habitat restoration project
genetically distinct shore-spawning 
kokanee in the west arm of Kootenay 
Lake, the Friends of Kootenay 
Lake Stewardship Society (FOKL) 
has launched a pilot project near 
McDonald’s Landing Regional Park 
at Six Mile.

This fall, the society chose a 
site between Six Mile Beach and 
Kokanee Creek Provincial Park, 
deposited gravel (ideal nesting 
material for kokanee), and buried 
kokanee egg capsules and data 
temperature loggers in the gravel. 
In the spring, they’ll see if the eggs 
hatched and will have data on water 
temperature. 

“Our work complements about 17 
years of fisheries researchers raising 
the alarm about shore spawners and 
the impact to their habitat,” says 
Camille LeBlanc, program manager 
at FOKL. 

She explains that shore-spawning 
kokanee spawn up until late October, 
when Kootenay Lake levels are high. 

In spring, when the fry are ready to 
emerge, water levels are lowered 
in anticipation of the freshet. That 
causes a lot of redds to be high and 
dry, and a high mortality rate for the 
kokanee fry.

“The issue we’re hoping to 
address is the dewatering of shore 
spawning kokanee redds, or nests,” 
says LeBlanc. “In the spring, we’ll 
assess the egg-to-fry survival rate, and 
compare it to the temperature data.”

The pilot site is below the low 
water mark, LeBlanc explains, to see 
if a lower elevation habitat will be 
favourable to kokanee development. 
The society has created a control site, 
as well, above the low water mark.

She explained that there are not 
enough shore spawners to use their 
eggs in the pilot, so the eggs buried 
in the pilot project are from stream 
spawners, from Lussier River, a 
tributary of Kootenay Lake in the 
East Kootenay. If there are fry in 
the spring, they will be euthanized 

because the Lussier River stream 
spawners are not native to Kootenay 
Lake.

LeBlanc says there are many 
reasons why kokanee are important. A 
keystone species, they are important 
for the entire food network. They feed 
bears, osprey, eagles, and predator 
fish, and when they decompose, 
they feed the water. They are also 
important to the sport fishing industry. 
Kokanee are not doing well in 
Kootenay Lake; there was a ban on 
the kokanee harvest last year, and 
there are currently incentives to catch 
predator fish in an effort to bring back 
the kokanee.

“The pilot project pursues 
potential compensation for shore-
spawning kokanee – i t’s not 
necessarily a solution,” Camille says. 
“The solution is to keep the water 
levels higher and to reinvigorate the 
nutrients in Kootenay Lake.”

FOKL is working closely with 
many different agencies and sectors, 
LeBlanc says, including provincial 
fisheries, environmental groups and 
hydro operators. “FortisBC has been 
a huge supporter of this project,” 
she said.

The project involved a lot of 
community support, as well. The 

gravel was donated by a landowner 
in Queens Bay, and stored free of 
charge at the YRB yard in Balfour. 
Local contractors who sifted through 
the gravel to find the right size for 
the project, and Graham Marine 
Construction, who installed the gravel 
using a barge, both provided some 
in-kind support. The installation of 
the egg capsules was done 100% 
by volunteers. Volunteer divers 
associated with the West Kootenay 
Boating Association and the West 
Kootenay Sailing Association 
installed the egg capsules at the 
deeper sites, and volunteers from 
FortisBC, Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations and 
Rural Development, and Masse 
Environmental Consultants installed 
the rest of the egg capsules.

“Everyone came for the final send-
off of the kokanee,” said LeBlanc. “It 
was great to have everyone who had 
been involved with the project and the 
local funders there.”

LeBlanc says they hope to have 
an interim progress report by summer 
2021. A final report is not expected 
until they have done the egg capsule 
installation a second time, and until 
they have at least two years of 
observational data.
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submitted
British Columbia Seniors 

Advocate Isobel Mackenzie 
released the results of a province-
wide survey on the impact of visit 
restrictions at long-term care and 
assisted living homes. 

The report, Staying Apart to 
Stay Safe, reflects the experience 
of more than 13,000 residents and 
their family members over the 
course of the current pandemic. 

“This is one of the most 
challenging issues we face,” 
Mackenzie said. “Visit restrictions 
were imposed in long-term care 
and assisted living homes because 
we care about the seniors who live 
there, and we want to keep them 
safe. But as we enter our ninth 
month, British Columbia seniors 
and their families are seeking a 
better balance between preventing 
the transmission of COVID-19 
and ensuring quality of life.” 

Calls, letters and emails on 
the issue of visit restrictions 
have dominated the Office of the 
Seniors Advocate more than any 
other single issue in its history. 
Many of the stories detail the 
negative impact of limited visits or 
no visits, with some residents and 
their family members expressing 
more fear about loneliness than 
contracting COVID-19. 

The report highlights that 
when COVID-19 first struck 
care homes, the Province acted 
swiftly and decisively, bringing in 
a number of prevention measures 
that have seen BC perform 
relatively well in managing 
COVID-19 in long-term care 
and assisted living. 

“The Provincial  Heal th 
Officer and the government of 
BC have my profound gratitude 
for their quick and comprehensive 
actions at the beginning of this 
pandemic,” shared Mackenzie. 
“Many lives were undoubtedly 
saved. However, residents and 
family members now recognize 
the pandemic will continue for 
many more months, and the 
survey makes it clear they are 
asking for more time with their 
loved ones.” 

“When we star ted vis i t 
restrictions, the goal was to ensure 
residents in long-term care and 
assisted living were kept safe 
from COVID-19. Eight months 
later, we need to ask the question: 
What are we keeping them safe 
for if it is not to enjoy the time 
they have left with the ones 
they love? While COVID-19 
has tragically claimed the lives 
of 151 residents of long-term 
care and assisted living, more 
than 4,500 other residents have 
died from something other than 
COVID-19 during this pandemic 
and in many cases, they spent 
their final months, weeks and days 
in relative isolation, unable to 
spend time with those they loved 
most,” continued Mackenzie. 

The survey generated over 
13,000 valid responses from all 
parts of the province. In a series 

Visits to long-term care must balance health risks with quality of life: Seniors Advocate 
of questions covering visits before 
the pandemic, during the first 
phase of visit restrictions, and 
currently, the survey found: 

• Before the pandemic, 55% of 
families were visiting long-term 
care and assisted living residents 
for an hour or more several times 
per week and even daily; 

•  P r i o r  t o  CO V ID -19 , 
the majority of visitors were 
performing essential care for 
residents, such as personal care, 
grooming, assistance with feeding 
and mobilization; 

• Most family members were 
not aware of the possibility of 
essential visits during the first 
four months of visit restrictions, 
and almost half of the people who 
did apply for an essential visit 
were refused; 

• Under the current visitation 
policy, the majority of visits are 
only once a week or less, and half 
the visits in long-term care are 30 

minutes or less; 
• 30% of current visits are 

outside only; 
• Currently, 65% of visits are 

observed by staff for some or all 
of the time; 

• Only 21% of visits are in 
the privacy of the resident’s room 
(75% of long-term care residents 
and almost 100% of assisted living 
residents live in private rooms); 

• 70% of visitors are not 
allowed to touch their loved one; 

• Most visitors are washing 
their hands, wearing a mask, 
having their temperature checked, 
and answering health questions 
prior to each visit; and 

• Most family members and 
residents support some visit 
restrictions during the pandemic, 
although they believe visits should 
be more frequent and that at least 
one more visitor for each resident 
should be permitted. 

The report also highlights data 

that points to signs of negative 
health impacts on residents. Of 
concern to the Seniors Advocate is 
the substantial increase in the use 
of antipsychotic medication during 
the period of visit restrictions and 
clinical assessments completed 
in the first quarter that show an 
increase in unexplained weight 
loss and worsening of mood or 
symptoms of depression. 

The report also highlights 
the need for residents and family 
members to have a collective voice 
in the decision-making process and 
makes three recommendations: 

1. Allow all residents to 
designate an essential care partner; 

2. Allow social visitors and 
determine the number allowed by 
balancing the risk of COVID-19 
with the risk to a resident’s 

health from the long-term family 
separations; 

3 .  Crea t e  a  p rov inc i a l 
association of long-term care and 
assisted living resident and family 
councils. 

The complete  repor t  i s 
ava i l ab le  a t  h t tp s : / /www.
seniorsadvocatebc.ca/reports/

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Residents of the West Kootenay 
were able to get out and enjoy the 
late fall weather a lot more than usual 
last month.

Forecasters at the Southeast 
Fire Centre in Castlegar say that’s 
because it rained a lot less than 
normal. 

“November usually brings the 
greatest total monthly precipitation 
of the year,” says Jesse Ellis, a fire 
weather forecaster. “The average 
number of precipitation-free days is 
13 – this year we saw 18.”

Ellis says fewer frontal waves in 
the prevailing westerly flow resulted 
in a total monthly precipitation 
roughly 30% below average.

On the flip side, a big snow dump 
and several small snowfalls during 
the month pushed the snowfall into 
above-average levels.

“The monthly snowfall total was 

November bucks normal 
precipitation pattern

10% above average due to a greater 
proportion of the month’s storms 
being cool enough to bring snow,” 
he says. “In other words, we received 
slightly more snow than average and 
roughly half the average rainfall.”

Strong Pacific frontal systems 
often start out as snow, then transition 
to rain as the airmass warms up and 
snow levels lift off the surface, says 
Ellis, so it’s possible that weaker, 
briefer storms brought the initial 
snow, but didn’t follow up with the 
usual rain.

The weather was mild, too, with 
the mean monthly temperature 0.7 
degrees higher than average.

A n e w  d a i l y  m a x i m u m 
temperature record of 17.1 was set 
on the 5th. That day also saw the 
greatest average winds in the valley 
bottom from the south.

The highest temperature on 
record for the month is 19.2, set in 
1975.
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Johnny 
Shkuratoff

1962-2020
We, the family of Johnny 

Shkuratoff would like to announce 
his sudden passing. On November 
21, 2020 John lost his life in a tragic 
motor vehicle accident at the age of 
58 years old. He was born in 1962. 
He may have lost his physical being 
then but through his family lives on.

Because of the Covid virus, 
there will be no public funeral 
service. We wish only that you take 

this time to enjoy your own pod of loved ones.
Thank you for all the support that we received, it being food deliveries, 

consoling phone calls with memorable stories or just a quick visit off the 
deck. We appreciate you all!

Johnny has been predeceased by both parents John and Irene 
Shkuratoff and will be missed by twin brothers Ken and Carey along with 
many other family and friends.

Thank you to the staff of the Castlegar Funeral Chapel, all medical 
staff throughout the process, and community members throughout the 
Doukhobor community.

Family Shkuratoff
Ven and children – Shauna, Johnathon and Angie

Raven’s Nest
Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
Everything 10% Off in 

December
Open Every Day except December 25 & 26

Free Gift-Wrapping

250-358-2178 • 250-358-2178 • Main Street, New DenverMain Street, New Denver

Manna Garrick Rice wraps a gift at Raven’s Nest on New Denver Merchants’ Night, December 4.

Morgann Black at Touch of Fashion & Trendy Treads won the Ugly Sweater Contest at the 
Nakusp Celebration of Light, December 4.
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by Jan McMurray
Kaslo Front Street Antiques 

opened on Kaslo’s main street in 
summer 2019, and owners Cassandra 
and Neil Morrison are loving it.

“A lot of things had to fall into 
place to make this dream happen,” 
said Cassandra. “We’re very grateful 
for the opportunity to keep our dream 
alive, and for being where we are in 
Kaslo on Front Street, surrounded by 
such a fantastic community.”

The couple met while they 
were both working in aviation a 
decade ago. Neil was in aircraft 
maintenance and Cassandra was in 
customer service. They have both 

Neil and Cassandra Morrison have brought their passion for antiques to Kaslo’s main street.

Kaslo Front Street Antiques a natural for Neil and Cassandra Morrison
been hobbyist antique collectors 
since they were children.

“Neil’s private collection was 
getting a bit out of hand,” Cassandra 
says. “I used to joke with him that he 
needed to open his own antique store, 
and that evolved a bit serendipitously 
into the shop we have today!”

A few years ago, the pair 
followed some family friends to 
Kaslo and fell in love with the area 
almost immediately.

“The r ich his tory of  the 
Kootenays inspires us and fuels 
our passion for antiques,” says 
Cassandra.

Most of the items in the store are 

from estate sales and auctions, as 
well as from private sellers and the 
Morrison’s own collection. 

“Neil goes out of his way to 
find unique items to strike every 
collector’s curiosity,” Cassandra 
says, “and we’ve been blessed 
to have over a dozen different 
consignors come to us – individual 
collectors from around the area 
that all specialize in their own 
thing. The wide variety of vintage, 
collectibles and antiques they bring 
to us regularly helps to make Front 
Street Antiques sparkle.”

The store also carries a small 
selection of Canadian-made retail 

products from other Canadian and 
BC businesses that the couple loves 
and supports.

Cassandra says they’ve been 
“absolutely blown away” by the 
support from the community, 
especially this past year. “The best 
part of the store is that it’s brought a 
great many people into our lives that 
feel like family to us now. A special 

thank you to all our consignors and 
regular customers in the area for their 
support throughout this past year. We 
appreciate all of you and the infinite 
amount of wisdom you share with 
us daily! We’re hopeful we can 
continue to bring Kaslovians and the 
Kootenays some simple nostalgia 
and joy into the 2021 season and 
beyond.”
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Merry Christmas and Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holiday Season!Happy Holiday Season!
Wishing you all the best Wishing you all the best 

in the New Yearin the New Year

Cornucopia
         “The Natural Choice”
422 Front Street, Kaslo, BC

Holiday Hours:
Dec 24 9:30 - 4:00 seniors day • Christmas day closed • Dec 26-27 closed • Dec 31 9:30 - 5:00 seniors day
January 1 - closed

by Jan McMurray
A new group from the Slocan 

Lake area has launched a campaign 
to protect the New Denver-Kaslo 
corridor, where the proposed Zincton 
ski resort would be located.

“Concerned  c i t i zens  a re 
launching the Wild Connection 
campaign in response to proposed 
industrial recreational developments 
in the New Denver-Kaslo corridor,” 
says a news release by the group. “The 
area is being targeted for commercial 
ski operations, including the Zincton 
All-Season Village proposal.”

Spokespeople Nicky Blackshaw 
and  KL Kiv i  say  the  Wi ld  
Connection is a group of local 
citizens – young people, families, 
seniors, indigenous and non-
indigenous people, hikers,  mountain 
bikers, skiers, ATVers, snomobilers, 
wildcraters, hunters, photographers 
and landscape artists – who care 
about having healthy communities 

This photo of a white grizzly bear was taken in the New Denver-Kaslo corridor. The Wild 
Connection campaign has been launched to protect this area, which campaigners are calling 

‘Piq ki7láwna7,’ the Sinixt word for the white grizzly bear. 
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The Wild Connection campaign launches to challenge Zincton proposal
and ecosystems, and a strong sense 
of community. 

The group cites the crucial 
importance of this habitat as 
a connectivity corridor between 
adjacent Goat Range and Kokanee 
Glacier Provincial Parks, calling it 
‘Piq ki7láwna7,’ the Sinixt word for 
the white grizzly bear.

“Piq ki7láwna7, so named after 
the sacred and rare white variation 
of grizzlies who live there, represents 
an incredible diversity of ecosystems 
including mountain slope, alpine, 
wetland, valley and old growth 
forest,” notes Kivi, who represents 
the Autonomous Sinixt on the 
committee and also worked on the 
Jumbo Wild! Campaign. “There’s a 
magnificent place at stake here, both 
ecologically and socially.”

The news release notes that the 
area provides essential terrain for 
the survival of large mammals like 
wolverine, mountain goat and grizzly, 

and for smaller creatures like toads. 
It’s also an area that’s extensively 
used by locals for a huge range of 
activities, such as skiing, hunting, 
fishing and harvesting berries, plants 
and roots. 

Kivi says the cumulative 
impacts of the existing and proposed 
developments in Piq ki7láwna7 are 
“under-researched,” pointing out 
that the area already hosts multiple 
all-season resort tenures as well as 
logging, mining and a broad range 
of recreational use.

“Zincton was the catalyst for our 
group, but the corridor encompasses 
a broad area that has both the Zincton 
and Mount Brennan Backcountry 
Recreation applications pending, as 
well as an expansion proposal by 
Stellar Heliskiing,” said Blackshaw. 
“We want the whole picture 
considered before decisions are 
made.”

Although the group is deeply 

concerned about the cultural 
impact of a resort community like 
Zincton, Blackshaw says, “Zincton 
is a symptom of a larger issue, so 
we’re looking at addressing those 
larger issues. We want ecological 
landscape-level planning that 
takes into account all users and the 
cumulative impacts. We want to 
make sure the community’s vision of 
economic development is honoured. 
All our regional Official Community 
Plans and surveys confirm that 
locals want right-sized development 
that attracts full-time residents and 
protects the land and water. We don’t 
want to put all our eggs in the tourism 
basket.”

The group is  also asking 
that the Sinixt be included in all 
decision-making and that their 
wishes be honoured, Kivi says, 
in light of reconciliation and the 
legal requirement for governments, 

businesses and the settler public to 
come into right relationship with the 
First People of BC.

Marilyn James of the Autonomous 
Sinixt is quoted in the press release. 
“Through our traditional governance 
system, Smum’iem, we continue 
to uphold our unceded rights and 
responsibilities in this tum xula7xw 
(homeland),” she says. “The entirety 
of the Piq ki7láwna7 area must be 
preserved with no further incursions 
by development.”

T h e  W i l d  C o n n e c t i o n 
collaborative team is asking the 
provincial and regional governments 
for transparent and community-based 
planning processes and for developers 
to respect community vision and 
interests.

“Ultimately, we want to define our 
future for ourselves,” says Blackshaw.

For more information, visit: 
www.thewildconnection.ca.
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Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

313 Hwy 23, Nakusp 
250-265-7258

The Hungry Barber

NAKUSP
AUTO
PARTS
301 Broadway
Nakusp, BC

265-3131

Merry Christmas from
Haley, Nancy and Simon

Please note the following holiday schedule:

Due to COVID-19 protocols the Village of Nakusp Offices will be Closed to the public until the New Year but will 
be available by phone 250-265-3689 until Dec 24, 2020 and again from Dec 28 to Dec 31, 2020.

PUBLIC WORKS
Garbage pickup for Friday, Dec 25 & Monday, Dec 28 will be moved to Tuesday, Dec 29. Friday, Jan 1, 2021 
garbage will be picked up Monday, Jan 4, 2021 and all other garbage pickups remain on regular scheduled 

days. Recycling pick up schedule will remain the same.

ARENA PARKS
The Nakusp & District Sports Complex will be closed from December 19th, 2020 to January 4, 2021. 

HOT SPRINGS
December 23 – normal winter hours 9:30 am to 9:30 pm December 24 & 25 – open at 9:30 am to 5:00 pm only

December 26 - open regular hours of 9:30 am to 9:30 pm. Winter Wednesdays - November to March 2021 - 
$6.50/swim

NAKUSP FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Nakusp Fire Department wishes everyone a Merry Christmas. Please be holiday safe:  be careful with 

candles and electrical overloads. Remember to change smoke detector batteries. In an emergency call 911.

by Anna Lamb-Yorski
W h e n  y o u  i m a g i n e  a 

mushroom picker, what comes 
to mind?

Is it the scruffy, hermit type 
you once saw hitchhiking along 
the highway? Or maybe that long-
haired nomadic couple you met 
in university, the ones jazzed on 
all things fungi, mostly the mind-
altering varieties?

Well, Jean Hewat may not 
fit your image of a picker. Since 
1993, she has been the sole 
owner and operator of Jean’s 
Mushroom Station, one of a 
handful of mushroom-buying 
operations nestled in the idyllic 
British Columbia mountain town 
of Nakusp.

When they were children, 
Hewat and her two younger 
sibl ings would spend their 
free time roaming the woods 
surrounding Nakusp. Amidst the 
golden tufts of larch needles and 
the bell-shaped scales of hemlock 
cones, they would scour the forest 
floor for mushrooms they could 
eat or sell. In the spring they 
would hunt out spongy morels, 
and in the fall, they went after 
lobster, chanterelle, and prized 
pine mushrooms.

Nakusp has been home to a 
small and seasonal commercial 
mushroom industry since 1978. 

“Many local people go out 
on weekends or after work,” 
Hewat explains. “Some even take 
their holidays during the season, 
and they use the money as a 

Jean Hewat is a mushroom picker, buyer and ambassador from Nakusp.

Nakusp’s Jean Hewat works to preserve community’s mushroom bounty
supplemental income.” The money 
earned by local pickers often goes 
towards buying something that 
normally they couldn’t afford – a 
coveted household appliance, a 
set of new winter tires, or a family 
vacation might be the goal.

“In the beginning, I picked so 
I could pay for my three kids to 
play hockey,” Hewat says. “It sort 
of spiralled from there.”

Business aside, Jean is at heart 
a mushroom ambassador. She 
willingly educates those curious 
folks who stop in to find out 
more about her business and the 
wonderful world of mushrooms. 
And while she could easily dismiss 
them and keep her information 
secret, she’s friendly and helps 
them learn instead.

“A good third of the people I 
see are new and interested,” Jean 
admits. “I teach them the proper 
picking techniques.” She stresses 
the importance of foraging 
properly so that no harm comes 
to the mycelium, the webby life 
force that is buried beneath the 
mushroom bodies.

“I’ve seen a lot of patches 
disappear,” Jean admits. “If it 
gets destroyed due to a severe 
windstorm, a fire, or logging, it’s 
a heartbreak really.”

Forestry has been a major 
economic driver for Nakusp since 
the 1950s. When he was just 16 
years old, Jean’s father, Adrian 
Dupuis, got his start in the industry 
at an area tree farm and decades 
later retired as the superintendent 

of a local lumber company.
Jean knows the value of 

forestry to her community. When 
she is in the forest, she sees pockets 
of mushrooms thriving along old 
skid trails, remnants from the 
horse logging days of the past. 
Access to existing and new areas 
to pick are often made possible 
by the roads built for cutblock 
access. With more selective and 
less clearcut logging, however, 
she thinks the two industries could 
coexist much better. 

“If the company did not take 
all of the tree species out, and left 
the smaller larch and hemlock 
trees, I am sure the mushrooms 
would still continue to grow,” 
Jean affirms.

In recent years, Jean has 
seen first-hand how one person’s 
actions can make a difference. 
If she knows that an area slated 
to be logged contains a pocket 
of sought-after mushrooms, she 
picks up the phone.

“You might have to go out with 
a forester and explain where they 
are,” she says. “A lot of people 
are under the assumption that if an 
area is going to get logged, there 

is nothing we can do about it. As 
long as you inquire, maybe there 
is a chance.”

Jean hopes other pickers will 
start to share the location of some 
of their mushroom patches with 
local forestry companies to help 
protect them. She believes that 
such efforts could mean that her 
two grandchildren will be able 
to continue the family tradition. 
Most pickers would agree, Jean 
assures us, that the relationship 
they have with a patch is not 
purely commercial.

“When you go to find a patch, 
you get to know your route – 
where the mushrooms are and 

where they should be – which log, 
hump, ridge they are on,” Jean 
says. “So you do form a kind of a 
bond and you look after your area 
to preserve it.”

Anna Lamb-Yorski is a reporter 
for Living Here, a journalism 
project to share local stories about 
people finding positive solutions 
that help build healthy, safe & 
strong communities. Learn more 
at livinghere.ca
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Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
& Happy New & Happy New 

YearYear from all from all 
of us at of us at 
Galena Galena 

ContractingContracting

Mill Rd • Nakusp • 250-265-4100

Christmas hours:
Closed December 24 - Jan 3  

Reopen Jan 4th 

For emergency call 250-265-1616 
Ask for Colton

And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 

of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great 
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David 

a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 
the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Luke 2:8-12

A message from St. Anthony’s Catholic Church 
in New Denver

There will be no Midnight
Mass this year, due to the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic

Christ being born at
Christmas is a sign of

God’s selfless love for us

by Moe Lyons
Silverton council had a fairly 

brief meeting, partially due to 
technical difficulties. Councillor 
Leah Main was elected chair in the 
absence of a mayor. Councillor K. 
Gordon was not present.

• The Chief Administrative 

Silverton council, December 9: Byelection won’t be called immediately
Officer (CAO) presented a document 
outlining the requirements for calling 
and conducting a byelection for the 
position of mayor. As the Village 
is not required to call a byelection 
immediately and a number of things 
need to be sorted out – including 
adequate notice to the electorate and 
arrangements for mail-in ballots – it 
was decided to instruct staff to do 
all the necessary preparatory work 
and revisit the issue in January. As 
the CAO said, “Once we appoint a 
Chief Electoral Officer, we are on 
the clock,” and the byelection must 

be called within 80 days. In view 
of the need to ask the Ministry and 
Elections BC for further guidance, 
particularly regarding current health 
concerns, the Village decided to take 
advantage of the fact they have, as 
Councillor Main said, “a fair amount 
of leeway.” Councillor Yofonoff 
stressed that in her opinion, “The 
sooner the better, we need a mayor,” 
but agreed to go along with this 
decision. The byelection is expected 
to cost about $6,000.

• In CAO Hillary Elliott’s report, 
she announced the completion of the 
CBT-funded Silverton Memorial 
Hall project. The project included 
new windows, an extended roof, 
and paving of the south-facing 
parking lot. The CBT has published 
an article online about the project 
(stories.ourtrust.org). She also 
informed council that New Denver’s 
application for a wood waste disposal 
project was not successful. She 
has been busy with the Lakeside 
Campground project, the gallery 
building insurance claim, the 
byelection and COVID-related 
matters. The two proposed draft 
plans for Lakeside Park will be 

available to council soon. Work 
is ongoing on the Water Main 
Replacement Project. There are 
ongoing discussions among the 
three Villages about a bylaw officer. 
Elliott also reported she had a very 
good meeting with Chris Johnson, 
the RDCK’s emergency program 
manager. Work has been stalled on 
the Official Community Plan and the 
Zoning Bylaw.

• Council voted to provide the 
New Denver and Area Housing 
Society with a letter of support for its 
project to build a 10-unit affordable 
housing complex in New Denver, 
on the property where the recycling 
depot currently sits.

• A detailed report by Galena 
Environmental Ltd. was submitted 
on behalf of Silverton property 
owners Chris and Louise McEwan 
as part of their request for permission 
to rebuild a failing retaining wall 
and two old breast walls at their 
lakefront property at 821 Lake 
Avenue. Councillor Yofonoff asked 
if all the necessary permits were in 
place from Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada and the BC Ministry of 
Environment. It was unclear to 
council whether Village approval 
needed to be in place before these 
permits could be issued. Attempts 
to sort this out with the applicant and 
the CAO were hindered by technical 
difficulties with the meeting’s digital 
platform. The item was deferred until 
these questions could be answered. 
Councillor Main as chair indicated 
this might be a matter to be brought 
back to a special meeting.

• Councillor Yofonoff reported 
that the Healthy Community Society 
has hired a new compost manager 
and said he is doing a great job.

• Councillor Main turned in 
her usual extensive report. She has 
been very busy with the RDCK 
and the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM), whose AGM 
she attended. As part of FCM, she 
is about to attend a meeting with 
the Federal Liberal BC Caucus. She 
also will attend a briefing with the 

Minister of Municipal Affairs.
• Council agreed to defer the 

discussion of a revised grant-in-aid 
policy to the next meeting.

• Council confirmed the meeting 
schedule for 2021 would remain the 
same – the second Wednesday of 
every month at 7 pm.

• Council approved various 
a p p o i n t m e n t s .  C o u n c i l l o r 
Arlene Yofonoff wondered if the 
appointments could or would be 
revisited once a new mayor was 
elected, and Main said that was a 
distinct possibility and quite likely, 
but they don’t have to be.

Appointments: RDCK director 
-  Leah Main, Tanya Gordon 
alternate; Chamber of Commerce 
rep - Arlene Yofonoff, K. Gordon 
alternate (provisionally, if she 
accepts); Emergency Management 
- K. Gordon (provisionally), 
Tanya Gordon alternate; West 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital Board - Leah Main, 
Tanya Gordon alternate; Slocan 
Valley Economic Development 
Commission (dormant currently) - 
Leah Main, Barb Fuhrer community 
member, alternate Monique Wood; 
Recreation Commission #6 - 
Arlene Yofonoff, Tanya Gordon 
alternate, Eva Shandro community 
member; Rosebery Parklands 
and Trails Commission - Leah 
Main, Tanya Gordon alternate, 
Hank Hastings community member; 
Winlaw Regional and Nature Park 
Commission - Leah Main; Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce 
Health Committee - Tanya Gordon, 
Leah Main alternate; Ktunaxa 
Kinbasket Treaty Advisory 
Committee - Tanya Gordon, Leah 
Main alternate; Columbia Basin 
Broadband Corporation Liaison 
- Leah Main and Tanya Gordon; 
Slocan Lake Arts Council - Arlene 
Yofonoff, alternate Tanya Gordon

• Acting Mayor appointments: 
January-March:  Leah Main; 
April-June: Tanya Gordon; July-
September: K. Gordon; October-
December: Arlene Yofonoff.

Wolfgang Plumbing 
Merry 

Christmas 
from 

Wolfgang 
and 
the 

staff

Winlaw 226-7320

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Front St. Kaslo • 250-353-2566 • www.figmentscanada.com

Holiday Hours: Closed Dec. 25, 26, 27 & Jan.1

Warm wishes to you and yours 
this holiday season

Bringing you the best in Canadian Crafts since 1986

Season’s 
Greetings!

Closed Dec 24 – Jan 4

Area D is not alone in the 
heartache of Xmas 2020

I am grateful we are graced by 
beautiful outdoors to help and a 

dedicated retail and service 
sector that has persevered 

through grit and grin
I wish to you all a warm hearth to 
share with loved ones, health and 
plenty of blue bird days to highlight 

what we can rejoice in daily
From our house to yours,

Merry Christmas
Aimee WAtson

Director AreA D, rDcK

SEASON’S SEASON’S 
GreetingsGreetings

20202020
From Eric’s Meat From Eric’s Meat 
Market & StaffMarket & Staff

Fresh
Turkeys and
Hams

Kaslo, BC
250-353-2436

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

• Kaslo has begun the long 
journey to cut its fossil fuel use by 
2050. Council voted to adopt the 
West Kootenay 100% Renewable 
Energy Plan, the culmination of a 
region-wide initiative to develop 
a plan to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and encourage local 
government’s transition to renewable 
energy.

Council first began working 
on the plan about a year ago with 
the West Kootenay EcoSociety, 
the group that initiated the project. 
Eight other local governments are 
also taking part, making it a unique 
initiative in the country. 

Over the coming months, 
staff will go over the plans and 
recommend to council how best 
to incorporate specific initiatives 
to meet Kaslo’s goals – things like 
buying more electric vehicles for 
the Village fleet, building EV charge 
stations, lowering speed limits, 
promoting geothermal and green 
energy, encouraging better building 
methods, etc. 

But staff also warned it won’t 
always be easy.

“ A c h a l l e n g e  f o r  l o c a l 
implementat ion,  as ide f rom 
individual actions, is the local 
capacity and funding to assess, 
plan, educate and implement the 
recommendations, which was 
already a challenge throughout the 
renewable energy planning process,” 
says a report to council. 

Funding is available for many 
of the initiatives, the report also 
indicates.

In public comments after the 
meeting, online viewers from the 
EcoSociety praised council for 
taking the step.

• Council endorsed the Parks, 
Trails and Public Art Committee’s 
chosen contractor  –  Cathro 
Engineering – to undertake a tree 
planting program next year. Cathro’s 
proposal includes developing an 
‘adopt-a-tree’ program, community 
consultation, mapping, identifying 
gaps, and on-site guidance to Village 
crew to assist with planting the first 
trees. The project will be completed 
by the end of next April and will cost 
about $5,000.

•  Counc i l  app roved  the 
conceptual designs for Front Street 
Park, done by Heritage Consultant 

Kaslo council, December 8: 100% Renewable plan adopted
Bob Inwood. The Park Design 
Committee met in November to 
consider revisions suggested after 
the public got a chance to review the 
designs of the stage and washroom.

CAO Ian Dunlop reported that 
the new stage design will help 
improve sight lines, bring the front of 
the stage out with a protruding roof 
and steps, enlarge the entrance to the 
washrooms to improve accessibility, 
and situate the buildings on the 
property to maximize the open space. 

Inwood will now commission 
proper architectural plans for 
construction, and council will get a 
chance to approve those in January. 
If all goes well, construction should 
begin in the spring and the park ready 
for events by market season. This 
project is being funded through a 
Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Outdoor Revitalization Grant, 
which covers 80% of the design and 
construction costs. 

• Plans for restoring and repairing 
earthworks that keep the Kaslo River 
within its banks in town cleared 
another hurdle. The Kaslo River 
Dike Remediation project revised 
scope was approved by the Union of 
BC Municipalities and Emergency 
Measures BC, the two agencies 
funding and overseeing the project.

The Village first applied in 2018 
and got $304,000 in funding for the 
project in 2019. While work began 
in fall 2019, CAO Ian Dunlop says 
they received word in August 2020 
that the project needs a Department 
of Fisheries & Oceans (DFO) 
authorization, which could still take 
months.

“This was unanticipated when 
the project was originally budgeted 
because DFO regulations became 
more stringent in 2019,” he says.

In October 2020, the budget 
for the project was updated and 
increased to $461,000 to include 
all of the additional engineering, 
archaeological, and fish protection 
work required. 

Since the 2018 funding could not 
be increased, the Village was advised 
to submit a revised application with 
a reduced project scope that would 
fit into the approved budget of 

$304,000. They could then apply for 
a new grant for the rest of the project 
and funding.

“We received word last week 
that our revised 2018 application was 
accepted, so we can resume working 
on the project and permit approvals,” 
Dunlop told council.

Work on that first phase could 
commence in late winter or early 
spring 2021. 

Council expects to hear about the 
extra funding for the second phase 
of the new version of the project by 
this February.

• Homeowners will be seeing 
a slightly higher charge for sewer 
services when they get their annual 
utility bill in January. 

Sewer rates in 2020 were, 
for the first time, based on the 
recommendations of the Liquid 
Waste Management Plan and on the 
actual cost of operating the system. 
Last year the charge for residential 
sewer service was set at $370. 

But that’s going to go up.
“This year was also the first 

year we implemented new payroll 
tracking of the hours that public 
works staff devote to the sewer 
system,” says a report to council. 
“Their tasks include day-to-day 
operations, repair, maintenance, 
sludge pressing and training.” 

But it turns out that staff time 
was underestimated, and was about 
$12,000 higher than budgeted. So 
this year, there’s an increase to 
compensate. The residential rate is 
climbing to $382, a 3.2% increase 
in fees. 

Sewer fees will now be included 
on the annual utility bill to be issued 
in January, instead of separately. 
Though you’ll get your bill in 
January, you have until the end of 
the year to pay.

• Council approved an increase in 
fees for seasonal temporary/ mobile 
vendor business licenses, back up 
to $200. The fee was $200 in 2015 
but was reduced to $75 in 2018, 
which is the same amount that local 
businesses pay for their business 
licenses. 

“There are different types of 
temporary and mobile vendors, 

such as food trucks, carts and fruit 
stands,” says a staff report. “But local 
‘bricks and mortar’ businesses may 
not feel they are being treated fairly, 
as taxpayers, so we recommend 
reinstating the higher rate until 
business license fees and the 
licensing bylaw can be formally 
reviewed.”

The new $200 rate, which comes 
into effect next year, does not impact 
the farmers’ market, which pays 
$100 per day to cover all vendors.

Council also approved increasing 
the business licences rate for 

temporary mobile vendors (think 
a T-shirt seller who comes in for a 
weekend) from $0 to $25.

Our sincere gratitude to all our 
customers!

Holiday Hours
Dec 25-27 closed
Dec 28-31 Sales! Sales!
Jan 1-7 closed
Open Jan 8

250-353-2257
Front Street, Kaslo 

Merry
Christmas

and
Happy new 

year
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Danyea

From Kim, Logan, Mark, 
Norm, Paul, Anthony 

& Taylor
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by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
An affordable housing project 

that is in the planning stages in Slocan 
was the focus of a special council 
meeting held November 30. 

Representing the 28 people who 
had signed a petition in opposition to 
the project, Steve Baal outlined the 
“strong concerns” of the Springer 
Street area residents. 

The project’s proposed location 
is on eight lots bordered by Giffin 
Avenue, Slocan Street and Springer 
Street. Six to ten units targeting low-
income families, in a mix of one-, 
two-, and three-bedroom units, will 

Slocan council, November 30: Affordable housing project
potentially be built there. 

“We know there’s a need 
for housing,” Baal said in his 
presentation. He stressed that he 
was “not concerned about who’s 
going to live there” but rather that 
the site was “not adequate.” He listed 
four problems with the location: too 
small an area for the septic system; a 
neighbourhood that already struggles 
with low water pressure; dense 
housing that would change the quiet 
character of the neighbourhood; and 
the danger of dense family housing 
in a high traffic area. 

The septic system struck a raw 

nerve for many. “Nobody wants the 
smell of an outhouse,” Baal said. He 
is not convinced that there is room 
for an adequate system for such a 
large number of people on eight lots. 
During public participation, Cheryl 
Fredrickson said that at times the 
septic systems at both of the multi-
family developments in Slocan – the 
Slocan City Suites seniors housing 
and the condos – emanated odours. 
CAO Gordon pointed out that septic 
systems are regulated by Interior 
Health, not by the Village, and the 
size and type of system couldn’t be 
determined until housing plans were 
more complete. 

Baal said the residents living 
in that area of Springer Street were 
already having problems with low 
water pressure, and residents from 
the neighbourhood agreed. CAO 
Gordon countered that the Village’s 
water system can accommodate up 
to 500 people so “an extra six to ten 
units is not going to be detrimental.” 

“We wouldn’t move ahead if 
there’s going to be water issues,” 
Councillor Joel Pelletier assured 
residents.

Baal’s concern about having 
children living on a busy corner at the 
entrance to town also met with some 
public approval. One resident called 
the intersection of Giffin Avenue and 
Slocan Street “dangerous,” saying 
that the issue “has been brought 
up… and nothing’s been done.” 
CAO Gordon said access from 
Giffin Avenue is restricted and that 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure has reviewed the site 
location for comment and approval. 
She also said during the detailed 

design phase of the project, fencing 
and traffic calming strategies for the 
area will be implemented. 

Residents  at  the meeting 
suggested other places to have 
affordable housing: the lots where the 
condemned curling club stands; the 
former mill site; the land leased to the 
Slocan Valley Outriders Association; 
and the 60 lots south of the cemetery 
which, it was suggested, could be 
bought at a reasonable price from the 
Slocan Valley Community Complex 
Association and rezoned to be inside 
the Village limits. Mayor Lunn said 
that changing the site “would mean 
starting from scratch.” 

Fourteen members of the public 
attended the meeting; most were part 
of the Springer Street area delegation. 
At times, some clapped or shouted 
“Amen!” and “Yes!” to Baal’s 
statements and once one person 
laughed at a statement made by CAO 
Gordon. Largely though, Baal’s quiet, 
forthright, and thoughtful manner 
and the CAO and council’s sincere 
concern kept emotions reined in. 

“We don’t want to build anything 
that’s not feasible,” said Mayor 
Jessica Lunn, adding that council’s 
“intent is to have a conversation with 
the community” at a public meeting 
in 2021, where draft plans could be 
presented. She said she recognized 
some people were concerned “that 
we’re moving ahead no matter what” 
but she pointed out that council 
had not made a final decision and 
was holding off on completing the 
rezoning of the site.

Most comments during public 
participation were against the project, 
though some residents thanked 
council for trying to fill the need for 
affordable housing. Rose Petro said 
she thought the housing project was 
an “awesome idea” and that “a lot 
of people are looking forward to it.” 

 “I love the hard work you’ve 
done making this happen,” she said.

Before hearing from the residents, 
CAO Gordon and council gave a 
PowerPoint presentation showing 
the process the Village had followed 
in planning the project. Slocan struck 
the Affordable Housing Advisory 
Commission in 2017 in response to a 
community request. The commission 
studied Village-owned land and 
identified two preferred sites. The 
top choice was this one. Both power 
and water are adjacent to the site and 

the land is evenly sloped and partly 
cleared. It is located right across 
from another multi-family condo 
development.

The second choice, 12 lots north 
of the condos, was ruled out after 
the commission realized Springer 
Creek cut through many of the lots 
at that site. Provincial regulations on 
setback distances from waterways 
meant that only four or six of the lots 
could be used for building. Grants for 
affordable housing require a project 
to have more units than would fit 
on that site. The other sites that the 
commission studied were found to be 
too small, too.

In 2019, the Village contracted 
M’akola Development Services 
to analyze the feasibility of the 
site. “M’akola have been great 
project managers,” said Councillor 
Pelletier, council representative on 
the commission.

In March 2020, the Village was 
awarded a $13,000 grant and $16,000 
repayable loan from the Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation. 
That same month, council directed 
staff to prepare to rezone the preferred 
site to Multi-Family Residential.

In April and May, council put 
out a request for proposals to hire 
an architectural firm, and Cover 
Architecture in Nelson was hired and 
is now working on the preliminary 
design. 

In July, council  passed a 
resolution to support the rezoning 
and passed two readings of the 
Zoning Amendment Bylaw, the OCP 
Amendment Bylaw, and the Lane 
Closure Bylaw. At a public hearing 
on the proposed bylaws on August 
10, area residents first brought up 
their concerns. Council then passed a 
resolution to table third reading of the 
amendment bylaws until the Village 
had more information to provide to 
the public about the project. 

Once the draft preliminary plan 
is ready, Gordon said the Village 
will hold a public meeting. CAO 
Gordon emphasized that the draft 
plan would only be a starting point. 
A municipality “can go back and 
forth with BC Housing multiple 
times” before getting approval for 
a submission for funding. CAO 
Gordon also pointed out that new 
construction typically increases the 
appraised value of neighbouring 
homes.



December 17, 2020   The Valley Voice  31COMMUNITY

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

MEET THE WONDERFUL MR. PURRKINS!
Looking for the purrfect companion? Our Mr. 
Purrkins is easy-going, affectionate, loves to 
curl up on your lap. He is a 5-year-old, short-
hair tabby. Our special boy is urgently in 

need of a foster home or forever home. Call PALS 
today at 250-265-3792 to see if this handsome boy 
is the right fit for your home.

Wishing you and your 
family a warm and festive 

holiday season!
RHC Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Holiday Hours:
December 24 – Close by 3 pm 

December 25 – 28 – Closed
December 29 – 30 

– Open Regular Hours 
December 31 – Close by 4 pm

January 1 – Closed
Regular Hours commence 

January 2

Paul Peterson, 
Director Arrow Lakes

Regional District 
of Central Kootenay

Don’t give or receive 
a virus for 
Christmas!

by Art Joyce
The BC government has been 

cited by the ombudsperson’s office 
for issuing unlawful orders during the 
pandemic lockdown, and is currently 
ruling by executive order, not 
representation in the BC legislature. 
What most British Columbians don’t 
know is that the passage of Bill 19 in 
June has created an indefinite state 
of emergency with sweeping powers 
that are beyond legislative vote or 
parliamentary debate. 

Bill 19, the COVID-19 Related 
Measures Act, is an addendum to 
the Emergency Program Act (EPA), 
the latter designed to facilitate faster 
responses to emergencies such as 
floods, environmental disasters 
and wildfires. The EPA previously 
required government to abide by a 
‘sunset clause,’ which limited the 
state of emergency to 14 days. After 
that, government was required to 
reassess conditions and either repeal 
the state of emergency or redeclare it 
for another 14-day period. Bill 19 now 
extends that time frame to one year, 
with the possibility of the premier 
and cabinet extending the period 
“without limitation,” i.e. indefinitely. 
Again, no legislative debate or vote 
would be required; it would be 
proclaimed by order of the BC 
lieutenant governor. Sunset clauses 
are designed to limit the capacity of 
governments to abuse emergency 
powers. An analysis of Bill 19 by 
the BC Civil Liberties Association 
(BCCLA) explains: “Expansive 
powers should be accompanied by 
some form of automatic expiry or 
review by the legislature.” 

With the passage of Bill 19, the 
BC Office of the Ombudsperson 
issued a report titled Extraordinary 
Times, Extraordinary Measures, 
which cited two specific orders issued 
under lockdown, Orders M098 and 
M139, as contrary to law because they 
are not authorized by the governing 
legislation, the Emergency Program 
Act. “The rule of law means that all 
expressions of public power must find 
their source in a legal rule,” explains 
the report. “It is important to note 
that the issue here is not whether the 
content of any particular order is wise 
or unwise. Without legal authority to 
amend a statute, the minister cannot 
legitimately exercise that role, no 
matter how noble the purpose.”

Order M098 “allows tribunals 
and other statutory decision makers 
to waive mandatory timelines. The 
same order suspends all mandatory 
limitation periods and time limits 
related to civil and family actions 
in the British Columbia Provincial 
Court, Supreme Court and Court of 
Appeal,” leaving one to question 

BC’s democracy takes a hit by pandemic measures
how this will affect citizens’ pursuit 
of justice during and after lockdown. 

Order M139 allowed municipal 
governments to exclude the public 
from open meetings, hold meetings 
and public hearings electronically, 
and adopt bylaws more quickly 
than they could otherwise. It was 
repealed on June 17 and replaced 
by Ministerial Order M192, which 
“limits the circumstances” that allow 
local governments to exclude the 
public from attending meetings in 
person. It also “limits the types of 
bylaws that can be passed without 
following the normal process set 
out in the applicable governing 
legislation.”

The BCCLA raised the alarm 
about the worrying implications of 
Bill 19 with a critique it published 
on August 11. “Under the Act, the 
government can temporarily change 
any legislation during an emergency, 
without any oversight from the 
public and without approval from the 
Legislature. Although emergencies 
like the COVID-19 pandemic require 
quick decisions by the government, 
this Act lacks the safeguards required 
when the government is given such 
broad powers.” 

Although BC’s Minister of 
Public Safety and Solicitor General 
Mike Farnworth claimed that the 
government addressed the criticisms 
in the Ombudsperson’s report, it’s 
difficult to see how. The minister’s 
response was simply to transfer the 
power to issue orders under a state of 
emergency from the minister to the 
premier and cabinet. “The issue we 
investigated,” wrote Ombudsperson 
Jay Chalke, “is whether those extra 
powers include the ability for the 
minister to suspend or temporarily 
amend BC statutes and we concluded 
the minister does not have that 
authority, even in an emergency.” 

Besides creating broad new 
powers for cabinet, Bill 19 limits 
public accountability and sidesteps 
legislative debate, thus suspending 
representative democracy. Although 
the new changes mean that future 

amendments will be done through 
regulations that must be published, 
regulations can come into effect 
immediately, explains the BCCLA: 
“The public won’t be made aware 
of changes through the traditional 
law-making process, and won’t have 
the ability to change the law before 
it comes into effect. The lack of 
review goes against Ombudsperson 
recommendations that the government 
report any amendments to the 
Legislature, and they should expire 
after a fixed number of sitting days.” 

Finally, the bill permanently 
expands emergency powers. “While 
some of the other changes in the 
Act are specific to the COVID-19 
pandemic, section 9 permanently 
changes the Emergency Program 
Act. Future governments may use 
the new powers in response to new 
emergencies,” notes the BCCLA. 
“Cabinet can unilaterally declare a 
state of emergency, and under this 
new Act, it can amend any piece of 
legislation during the course of that 
emergency.” 

Although BC Attorney General 
David Eby has said the government 
is in the process of reviewing and 
overhauling the EPA, with Bill 
19 effectively suspending the BC 
legislature, it will be difficult to hold 
them to account for such a review.

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

FOR SALE

HEALTH

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

January 11,
2019

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Holiday Sale
Everything 10% off!   

Open: Mon–Sat, 11a–4p 
Sunday, Noon–3p  

Free Gift Wrapping
Main Street, New Denver 

250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

new Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice. 

It pays!!!
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Valley ExchangeValley Exchange
Buying/SellingBuying/Selling
Gold & SilverGold & Silver
250-353-7844250-353-7844

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

ACCOUNTING 
FOR YOU 

Need to manage your GST, PST, 
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage 
Deduction remittances? 

We provide timely processing 
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and 
Financial Statements 

Sharie Merrifield 
25 years experience 
Email: sha01@telus.net 
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’) 
Tel: (250) 358 - 6806

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
AREA H NORTH TV SOCIETY provides 
TV and radio programs over the air from its 
site in New Denver. The coverage areas 
include Silverton, Hills and with some 
reach to Summit Lake, Sandon and Slocan 
(depending on atmospheric conditions) 
using low-power transmitters. Currently 
TV programs are analogue broadcast over 
the air. There are: Channel 3 (Knowledge, 
originating from Vancouver), Channel 6 
(CBS Kiro from Seattle), Channel 7 (NBC 
King5 from Seattle), Channel 8 (PBS 
KCTS9 from Seattle), Channel 10 (CTV 
from Vancouver), Channel 11 (CBC from 
Vancouver), Channel 13 (Global from 
Vancouver).

The society is implementing a major 
change (required by Industry Canada) to 
the TV broadcast by going digital over the 
Air (OTA). 

The following transition will be done in 
two stages. The first change will be in the 
New Year with the remaining change later 
in 2021 where three digital channels will be 

added. Eventually all analogue TV will be 
terminated either on April 9, 2021 or later 
in the Fall/Winter of 2021.

Stage 1 will be: Channel 3 (Knowledge 
from Vancouver), Channel 6 (PBS KCTS9 
from Seattle – moved from channel 8), 
Channel 7 (NBC King5 from Seattle), 
Channel 10 (CTV from Vancouver), 
Channel 11 (CBC from Vancouver), 
Channel 13 (Global from Vancouver). 
Channel 8 (digital) will now carry 4 digital 
subchannels: Channel 8-1 (Knowledge 
from Vancouver), 8-2 (PBS KCTS9 from 
Seattle), 8-3 (CTV from Vancouver), 8-4 
(CBC from Vancouver).
Note:

Due to the limited number of antennas 
one analogue program will have to be 
temporarily suspended till the second 
stage. That is CBS (Kiro). Channel 8 
will no longer be analog but exclusively 
be digital. The remaining six analogue 
channels will stay in place for a few months 
to give viewers a chance to get used to the 
new service and to acquire any addition 
equipment to receive digital TV signals. 
Suitable Digital-to-analogue Converter 
equipment can be purchased fairly cheaply 

(through the likes of Amazon) if your TV 
is not digital capable.

A Q&A and a discussion forum could be 
created on the local community Facebook 
pages. 

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY 
to live your dream and own your own 
business. Become the proud owner of the 
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the 
main street of New Denver. The newspaper 
business can provide a modest living for you 
and your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 

while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self-Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE NORTH VALLEY Mountain 
Fi lm Fest ival  i s  now accept ing 
submissions of short films and digital 
slideshows for its 2021 event. Visit www.
northvalleyfilmfestival.com for event 
information and submission guidelines or 
email inquires to northvalleyfilmfest@
gmail.com

AVALANCHE SKILLS TRAINING 
LEVEL 1 in Kaslo. With Vitamin Ski 
Guiding Services. Learn how to stay safe in 
the backcountry and make better decisions 
in avalanche terrain. Jan. 8-10 & 18-20. 
(1 evening and 2 days) Classroom portion 
can be joined online. Small groups, private 

tailored courses available. Email Melissa 
at mountain.jenna@gmail.com www.
vitaminski.ca
SLOCAN LAKE ARENA SOCIETY will 
be holding the Annual General Meeting 
on Tuesday, January 18, 2021 at 7 pm at 
the office behind the Liquor Store. New 
members are welcome and the fee is $5.00 
a year. Hope to see you there.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

DRESSER, JUICER, mattresses and box 
springs, dishes, household items (various). 
Whatever you need, I may have it. 250-358-
2886 or 250-358-2889. Leave a message 
and I’ll get right back to you.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
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Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call toll-free: 1-833-501-1700 for details

CLASSIFIED ADS

ghghghgh

PETS

SERVICES

NOTICES

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

HAIR

Next Valley 
Voice Deadline: 

January 8, 
2021

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Winter Hours

10 – 5  Mon – Sat  Nov  –  Feb 
Closed Sundays & Long Weekends

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –

muralsbytim@gmail.com

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

  River Bardati
  250-354-9535

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! 
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais 
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-551-
8505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the 
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom 
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps 
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of 
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-
551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New 
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for all the things taken from the 
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures 
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign 
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air 
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow 
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass, 
and numerous other things. Please return, 
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for people who have witnessed: 
heavy machinery driving on our septic 
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our 
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel 
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT 
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales, 
installations, service inspection & 
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing; 
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals, 
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design 
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. 250-355-0088.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or 
email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.

submitted by Nadine Raynolds, Y2Y
As recreationists head out into the 

mountains this winter, we prepare by 
checking the avalanche conditions, 
the weather forecast, and packing our 
bags for a safe and fun time. Another 
important part of our ‘backcountry 
basics’ is to understand how to be 
wildlife wise. We share these forests 
and alpine environments with some 
special creatures, like mountain 
caribou and wolverine.

Mountain caribou spend their 
winter months up high. With 
females already pregnant, each 
animal is eating as much as they 
can, while avoiding burning any 
extra calories. Mountain caribou in 
the Central Selkirks are at serious 
risk of disappearing forever (a.k.a 
extirpation). It’s incredibly important 
that we do not disturb these animals, 
adding stress to an already tough 
life. New snowmobile closures are 
in place so make sure you check 
snowmobileselkirks.ca before you 
head out.

The elusive wolverine can 
also be found ranging this region. 

Sharing snow with others
Females often den on some of the 
same slopes we like to ski, digging 
holes many feet deep and living in 
these dens from February through 
May. If you see a wolverine or 
their tracks, usually solitary and 
taking some crazy line straight up 
the mountain, please let researchers 
know at wolverinewatch.org. It’s 
especially important to report your 
observations and share photos if you 
see a concentration of tracks going 
to and from a hole in the snow, near 
treeline about a ruler-length wide, as 
it could be a wolverine den or a food 
cache. If you see this, please leave the 
area. Wolverines are very sensitive 
and may abandon their den and kits 
if disturbed.

Please tune your eyes and ears 
out there this winter and make 
good choices to help these rare and 
amazing animals. We can play a 
role to ensure that both snow-loving 
people and snow-dependent wildlife 
thrive in these beautiful mountains 
we call home. Visit y2y.net/
wildlifewise for more information 
and winter recreation tips.
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

RECYCLING

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199 PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you on-line—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

ADVERTISING
Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

BOOKS
Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

OBITUARY FOR LYNDA 
SAUNDERS

It is with sadness that the family of Lynda Jean Saunders (nee Craig) 
announces her passing on December 9/20 in New Denver, BC after a 
long struggle with Alzheimer’s.  Lynda will be lovingly remembered 
by her partner in life, Brian Hector, her mother, Jessie Craig, her sister 
Bernice Allegretto (Peter Keegan), nieces Dawn Allegretto  and Shannon 
Allegretto, their partners and children.   Lynda was predeceased by her 
father CF (Fred) Craig and her brother Robert (Bob) Craig.

Lynda will be remembered as a strong, confident, intelligent woman 
who lived her life with courage and was always ready for an adventure.  

There will be no service at this time. For those who wish, donations 
to the Alzheimer’s society would be greatly appreciated.

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
Lucerne student Kayden Laybourne loaded all this firewood to help raise funds for the school.
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Merry Christmas & Merry Christmas & 
Happy New YearHappy New Year

Richard Cannings, MP 
South Okanagan-West Kootenay

(TEL) 250-365-2792 | (FAX) 250-365-2793 | (Toll Free) 1-800-667-2393

Email: Richard.Cannings@parl.gc.ca  
Web:  RichardCannings.ndp.ca

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The board of education for Arrow 
Lakes School District 10 voted for a 
change of leadership at its November 
meeting. Christine Dixon was named 
chair of the board, replacing Lora 
Lee Brekke, who was chair for four 
years, and vice-chair for seven.

This is Dixon’s first term as a 
trustee.

“I think that it’s important to 
keep the education of the K-12 
students of SD 10 the primary focus 
of the district,” says Dixon. “That’s 
our job – to make sure that SD 10 
students get the best education that 
a rural school can provide to prepare 
them for the bigger world.”

New chair for SD 10 Arrow Lakes board of trustees
Among the big issues Dixon has 

on her plate are finding a replacement 
for retiring superintendent Terry 
Taylor (see story, page 1), and 
ensuring the newly announced 
daycare for Nakusp Elementary 
proceeds smoothly. Though she was 
opposed to the project, she says it’s 
now a board initiative.

“As such, my goal is that the 
board, in its financial oversight 
role, makes sure that the centre is 
completed on budget and on time, 
especially considering the challenges 
facing the construction industry in 
terms of COVID restrictions and the 
economy, which have resulted in a 
rapid escalation in the cost of lumber 
products,” she told the Valley Voice. 

She says she’d personally like 
to see the district’s popular K-7 
music program maintained or even 
expanded into higher grades.

The outgoing chair offered her 
congratulations.

“It was a learning experience 

as chair – it is so much more than 
leading the board meetings,” Brekke 
told the Valley Voice. “I got to 
network with other chairs around 
the province, attend liaison meetings 
with the Ministry of Education 
and help guide the work of School 

District 10 Arrow Lakes. 
“I wish Christine Dixon the best 

of luck as chair and hope that she 
enjoys it as much as I did,” she says. 

Danyea Simon, the trustee for 
the southern zone, was re-elected as 
vice-chair in the November 17 vote.

Christine Dixon won election over Lora Lee 
Brekke and is the new chair of SD 10.

Danyea Simon was re-elected vice-chair of 
SD 10 by acclamation.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

While COVID-19 case numbers 
remain low in the Arrow Lakes, 
Slocan Valley and North Kootenay 
Lake areas, the latest statistics give 
little comfort overall.

The Province reported 2,146 
new cases from Friday to Monday 
(December 11-14), including 250 
in the Interior Health region, which 
includes the Valley Voice readership 
area. There are 10,039 active cases 
in the province, with 359 people 
hospitalized. There were 49 deaths 
provincially over the weekend. The 
Interior Health region had 28 people 
hospitalized and six in intensive care, 
but no new deaths.

Provincial Health Officer Dr. 
Bonnie Henry mourned the loss of 
life, but also offered hope, saying that 
doses of the new vaccine will arrive 
in every health region by next week.

“…[T]his is momentous news, 
and the first step in the path to 
protecting people most at risk in our 
communities and taking the pressure 
off in our health care system so that 
care is available for all of us who 
need it across the province,” she 
said Monday.

While numbers are low locally 
(the Arrow and Kootenay Lakes 
areas of IH had no new cases from 
November 29-December 5, the latest 
stats available, while Nelson and 
Castlegar had two cases each in that 
period), recent events have shown 
how fast that can change.

In Revelstoke, a cluster that had 
been identified late in November 
has now been declared contained. 
At its peak there were 50 known 
COVID cases in the community. A 

COVID-19 update: More frequent 
updates promised for local case numbers

cluster of about 30 cases near Salmo 
in November was also declared 
contained earlier this month.

Henry urged citizens not to let 
their guard down this holiday season, 
even with a vaccine coming.

“We have to be cautious and we 
are so close,” she said. “But we can’t 
give up now.”

Faster reporting
People are also going to have a 

better idea of just how quickly the 
virus is spreading in their area, as 
the Province says it’s changed how 
it’s releasing data. On December 10, 
the BC Centre for Disease Control 
announced plans to start updating 
COVID-19 data weekly for Local 
Health Areas.

Until now the numbers were 
only updated monthly, resulting in a 
skewed picture of the virus’ presence 
in local areas.

You can see the latest numbers, 
which will be updated every 
Wednesday, by visiting the BC 
Centre for Disease Control Website, 
clicking on ‘COVID-19 data,’ and 
scrolling down to the map section.

Considering 
Community 
Service? 

Consider 
Nakusp Rotary

Call Sara for Details: 
250-354-2833
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Closed December 19 – 
January 5

Re-opening January 6

250-353-7409

Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
& Happy New & Happy New 

YearYear

Happy Holidays from all of us at Happy Holidays from all of us at 
Royal LePage Selkirk Realty!Royal LePage Selkirk Realty!

Our office is closed from Dec. 18 – Jan 04.
Please call our agents directly for your real estate needs:

Gord Marshall – 250-265-1862
Joel LeBlanc – 250-837-6072
Kelly Roberts – 250-265-1047

Best wishes for 2021!Best wishes for 2021!

Season’s Greetings from the Season’s Greetings from the 
Valhalla Foundation for EcologyValhalla Foundation for Ecology
We’ve launched our new website, chock full of great photos, information links and good news.  Please check it out:

www.valhallafoundationforecology.org
This year we all learned we need nature more than ever. 

Make a gift toward the restoration and enhancement of wild habitat — give before the end of the year to receive 
a charitable-giving tax break on your 2020 income taxes. 

To donate online:  https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/valhalla-foundation-for-ecology/

To donate by mail:  Valhalla Foundation for Ecology P.O. Box 207 New Denver BC V0G 1S0

Wishing you good health and many outdoor adventures in 2021!

by Gary Boyle – The Backyard 
Astronomer

2020 will be a year that will never 
be forgotten. For the past months, 
the entire world has suffered a high 
level of stress and anxiety from this 
pandemic. Normal routines of going 
to work, school, restaurants, concerts, 
sporting events and movies came to 
a screaming halt. Other than reading, 
playing games or binge-watching 
TV, people began looking skyward, 
some for the first time. And why 
not? Astronomy is the oldest of the 
allied sciences and the night sky has 

A great conjunction
been the place of deep relaxation for 
thousands of years. We also have the 
means of learning science as it plays 
out in the cosmos. 

This year we desperately need 
a distraction and then came Comet 
Neowise. It had put on a fantastic 
show throughout July as it was 
seen with the naked eye even in the 
moonlight. This allowed millions of 
people around the world to observe 
and photograph this interstellar 
visitor. Neowise is now on its way 
back to the icy depths of space only 
to return about 6,800 years from now. 

The first week of October saw 
Mars at its closest approach to earth 
since 2003. Our two worlds swing 
close to each other every 26 months 
but every seventh return is deemed 
the closest. Mars is still seen overhead 
for most of the night, appearing high 
overhead as a bright orange object. 
Over the weeks and months, Mars 
dims ever so slowly as our distance 
increases with each passing day. We 
now end the year with two more 
celestial events that will entice people 
to look up once again – a grand meteor 
shower and a great conjunction of two 

planets. 
Like ping pong balls on a table, 

the planets lie on the plane of the solar 
system with the sun at the centre. 
Over months and years, the planets 
revolve around the sun at different 
speeds. On occasion, two planets will 
optically come close to each other 
in the sky — called a conjunction. 
Brilliant Jupiter (887 million km 
away) and Saturn (1.6 billion km 
away to the upper left) are now visible 
low in the southwestern sky, will 
appear extremely close on the night 
of December 21 which also happens 
to be the winter solstice. A typical 
Jupiter-Saturn conjunction occurs 
every 20 years or so but this year, 

they will appear as a double planet 
with a separation equal to 1/5 the 
width of the full moon. This will give 
telescope owners a rare treat of seeing 
these gas giants and their moons in the 
same field of view. This extreme close 
approach plays out every 397 years. 

Many are associating this to the 
Star of the Magi which was the close 
conjunction of the two brightest 
planets namely Venus and Jupiter. 
On the night of June 17, 2 BC, they 
appeared to touch each other, which 
was deemed a sign. This is the closest 
astronomical event at the time as 
Halley’s Comet was seen 10 years 
prior in 12 BC, as recorded by the 
Chinese. 

The fifth ‘Discover the Koots’ sculpture, ‘Stepping Out,’ won the Castlegar Sculpturewalk’s 
People’s Choice Award this year. The sculpture shows “three dryads stepping out of their trees 
for a dance under the moonlight,” says Spring Shine, one of the three Argenta artists who are 

creating giant sculptures and installing them throughout the region.

Nakusp artist Kate Tupper’s ‘Carbon Key’ won 
People’s Choice second place and Artistic Merit 

third place (tie).
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Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 
& Happy New & Happy New 

YearYear
Frog Peak Holiday Hours

Closed December 24-27
Reopen December 28

from the FWCP Wildbytes newsletter
A program that provides millions of 

dollars in funding for fish and wildlife 
preservation and enhancement projects 
has a new program manager.

Monique Stevenson began the job 
of providing oversight and leadership 
into the management and operations 
of the Fish and Wildlife Compensation 
Program on December 7.

The FWCP is a partnership between 
BC Hydro, federal, provincial and 
First Nations governments, and public 
stakeholders to conserve and enhance 
fish and wildlife in watersheds impacted 
by BC Hydro dams. It delivers $10 
million in annual fish and wildlife project 
funding across its Coastal, Columbia, 
and Peace regions.

“I have a deep respect for our 
natural environment and a deep respect 

Monique Stevenson is the new program 
manager for the Fish and Wildlife 

Compensation Program.

New leader for Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program
for the essential service that BC Hydro 
provides,” says Monique. “The FWCP’s 
work is critical to bridging those two 
areas and I’m grateful to have a role 
in supporting the FWCP’s vision of 
thriving fish and wildlife populations 
in watersheds that are functioning and 
sustainable.” A BC Hydro employee 
since 2009, Stevenson is the former 
senior strategic business advisor to BC 
Hydro’s senior vice-president of capital 
infrastructure project delivery. In that job 
she managed a wide variety of strategic 
issues, projects, and communications. 
She has also worked in the company’s 
Indigenous Relations office, providing 
strategic advice and services, and acted 
as a team lead for the group conducting 
Indigenous consultation assessments for 
projects and programs.

She replaces Trevor Oussoren, 

who managed the program for the last 
six years. He has taken on a new role 
with BC Hydro’s Indigenous Relations 
department.
New board member

There is also a new voice on the 
FWCP Columbia Region’s board 

of directors. Giles Shearing has 
been selected as the newest public 
representative on the Columbia Region 
board. Shearing lives in Revelstoke, but 
his work as an environmental consultant 
and personal interests have taken him 
throughout the Columbia region.

Giles established Shearing 
Consultants Ltd. in 2012, providing 
environmental and project management 
support to First Nations, industry, 
and government across the province. 
Previously, he worked for BC Hydro 
and Envirowest.

Giles Shearing is the new public representative 
on the Columbia Region board of the Fish and 

Wildlife Compensation Program.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Slocan Park homeowner who 
did “everything right” likely saved their 
home from a devastating fire earlier this 
month, says the Passmore Fire Chief.

Peter Kabel says a homeowner was 
cooking in the kitchen on the evening of 
December 7 when a grease fire started.

“The owner had a fire extinguisher 
nearby, and used it to douse the flames. 
Then they called the fire department as 
they evacuated the house, closing all the 
doors on the way out,” says Kabel. “The 
person did everything right.”

That last action – closing the doors in 
the house—probably saved the structure. 

Quick thinking saves home from kitchen fire
By the time fire crews arrived, they didn’t 
even have to put water into the home. 
It suffered only from smoke and some 
flame damage in the kitchen.

Because it was a structure fire, 
two fire departments – Passmore and 
Crescent Valley – responded to the call. 
Kabel says about 20 firefighters attended, 
and five pieces of equipment.

No one was injured in the incident, 
though the family was forced out of their 
home for the evening.

Kabel says there’s a lesson to be 
learned from the incident.

“It’s very important for residents to 
have an ABC fire extinguisher in their 
homes,” he says. 
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Christmas hours: 
Dec. 24 – 8 am - 8 pm 
Dec.25 – Valley Foods closed & Hilltop Convenience open 12-4
Dec. 26 – 8 am - 10 pm 
Dec.31 – 8 am - 9 pm 
Jan.1 – 9 am - 9 pm  
Wishing all our customers a safe and happy holiday season 
and all the best in the New Year from the Smiths and Staff. 

Hilltop 
Convenience & 
Valley Foods

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Nelson-based non-profit is asking 
for the public’s help to bring high 
school classes to a remote Indigenous 

A Nelson-based non-profit is asking for the public’s help to bring high school classes to a remote Indigenous community in Ecuador.

West Kootenay group seeks funding to help remote Ecuadorian school
community in Ecuador.

The Community Ascent Network 
has launched a crowd-funding campaign 
to raise at least $15,000 to hire teachers 
and provide school infrastructure for 

the village of Piñán, in the northern part 
of the mountainous South American 
country.

As of press time, CAN had about 
$2,000 left to raise on its $15,000 
fundraiser, which ends December 18. 
That’s half the cost of the project, which 
will see the community hire two qualified 
high school teachers, buy teaching 
materials and lab equipment, install a 
new suite of computers, and establish 
an internet connection for the remote 
village.

The Community Ascent Network 
says its goal is to help Ecuadorean 
communit ies  br ing their  own 
development projects to life.

“Many of these communities don’t 
have any access to basic needs such as 
land, work or education, but they do 
all have a vision,” says the non-profit’s 
website.

“Our organizat ion takes a 

community guided approach, following 
their visions and allowing all of our funds 
and efforts to meet specific and localized 
needs shared by an entire community,” 
it continues.

For the last two years, Piñán has 
been the focus of CAN’s work. Located 
in the remote northern Andes, 220 people 
from the local Kichwa Indigenous group 
live there. During the early colonial era, 
Indigenous families of these mountains 
were forced to settle on the current site 
where the village lies to serve as peasant 
workers to the Spanish ranches, called 
haciendas. Opportunities have been few 
for the villagers for a dozen generations, 
and they see teaching their children as a 
path to a better future.

“For Piñán their vision is complete 
education for all of their youth so they 
can start to bring meaningful work and 
developments into the community,” the 
website says.

But establishing the school is only 
part of the benefit that would come to 
Piñán. The projects also bring work 
opportunities – building a new teacher’s 
residence, for instance – making the 
village more sustainable.

The organization works in full co-
operation and support of the region’s 
education authority. In 2019, a full-time 
teacher was hired and that September 
the first ever year of secondary classes 
in Piñán began. The current community 
classroom was also equipped with 
computers and a projector which 
CAN sent down in support of the new 
curriculum.

Plans are also being drawn up for 
a stand-alone, sustainable high school 
building in the community.

More information about the project 
can be found on CAN’s crowdfunding 
page, at startsomegood.com and on their 
website, www.communityascent.com.

Considering Community Service? 

Consider Nakusp Rotary

Call Sara for Details: 250-354-2833
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Woodbury Resort and Woodbury Resort and 
JB’s Restaurant JB’s Restaurant  

Thank you everyone for an Thank you everyone for an 
amazing season- Locals supporting amazing season- Locals supporting 

local businesses made this year local businesses made this year 
better than any other. better than any other.  

JB’s last week will be Dec.17-20 JB’s last week will be Dec.17-20 
then closed until February. then closed until February. 

Woodbury Motel will be closed Woodbury Motel will be closed 
until February as well. Marina until February as well. Marina 
gas and propane sales will be gas and propane sales will be 

open on call. open on call.   
Thank you all. Have the best Thank you all. Have the best 

holiday season with your loved holiday season with your loved 
ones during these trying times. ones during these trying times.   

 From Terry, Dina and our super staff.  From Terry, Dina and our super staff.   
250-353-7717/250-353-7717/  woodburyresort@netidea.comwoodburyresort@netidea.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW 
YEAR FROM HALCYON ASSISTED YEAR FROM HALCYON ASSISTED 

LIVING SOCIETY (HALS)LIVING SOCIETY (HALS)

Halcyon Assisted Living Society would like to wish you all Halcyon Assisted Living Society would like to wish you all 
a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a PEACEFUL NEW YEAR a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a PEACEFUL NEW YEAR 
filled with hope, joy, and happiness. The Society recognizes filled with hope, joy, and happiness. The Society recognizes 
how difficult this year has been for so many of you, but how difficult this year has been for so many of you, but 
your persistence and will power has prevailed. your persistence and will power has prevailed. 

It is with your kindness and blessings that we are able to It is with your kindness and blessings that we are able to 
graciously celebrate the true meaning and spirit of Christ-graciously celebrate the true meaning and spirit of Christ-
mas. Thank you for all that you do.mas. Thank you for all that you do.

Wishing each and every one of you a Wonderful Holiday Wishing each and every one of you a Wonderful Holiday 
Season filled with Love and Hugs!Season filled with Love and Hugs!

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF AT HALSTHE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF AT HALS

submitted
A majority of British Columbians 

will get a lift with the launch of the 
BC Recovery Benefit, enabling many 
families and individuals to receive the 
benefit by the end of the year.

“We have worked hard to get the 
BC Recovery Benefit to people as soon 
as possible,” says Premier John Horgan. 
“We are united with the millions of 
people and families who are wrapping 
up a difficult year and look forward to a 
new year with hope and the promise of 
a continued recovery.”

On December 8, the BC government 
introduced legislation to secure funding 
for approximately 3.7 million British 
Columbians to receive the tax-free BC 
Recovery Benefit. Passage of the bill will 
ensure British Columbians can apply for 
the benefit starting December 18.

The benefit provides $500 to single 
people earning less than $62,500, and 
$1,000 to families (including single-
parent families) with incomes under 
$125,000. Single people earning up 
to $87,500 and families earning up to 
$175,000 will qualify for a reduced 
benefit amount.

“We know that making ends meet 

Most British Columbians can apply for $500 BC Recovery Benefit soon
during the holiday season is a concern for 
many families, even without the added 
stress of a pandemic. These additional 
supports will mean BC families will have 
extra dollars to spend when they need it 
most,” said Selina Robinson, Minister 
of Finance.
How to apply

Starting December 18, up to 90% 
of adults in BC will be able to apply for 
the BC Recovery Benefit online. Those 
needing assistance over the phone can 
complete their application with an agent 
starting December 21.

To apply and be eligible for the one-
time, tax-free benefit, people must: be a 
resident of BC on December 18; be at 
least 19 years old on Dec. 18, 2020; have 
filed a 2019 income tax return; have their 
2019 income tax notice of assessment, 
and if applicable, their spouse’s 2019 
income tax notice of assessment; have 
their social insurance number; have 
their direct deposit information; and 
have their BC driver’s licence. British 
Columbians receiving income assistance 
and disability assistance will also be 
eligible for the BC Recovery Benefit.

As well, people on income 
assistance, disability assistance and low-

income seniors receiving the senior’s 
supplement will receive an additional 
recovery benefit at $150 per month from 
January 2021 to March 2021.

“Coupled together, the recovery 
benefit and recovery supplement will 
provide vulnerable families with up 
to $1,900 during this difficult winter 
season,” said Nicholas Simons, Minister 

of Social Development and Poverty 
Reduction.
Applying online

Applying online is the fastest way to 
receive the benefit, by visiting gov.bc.ca/
recoverybenefit starting December 18.

British Columbians who need help 
applying, or who do not have internet 
access, can apply by phone starting 

December 21 by calling 1-833-882-0020 
toll-free within North America, Monday 
to Friday, from 7:30 am to 5 pm (Pacific 
time).

It is anticipated that a majority of 
eligible applicants will receive payment 
within five business days.

People have until June 30, 2021, to 
apply for the BC Recovery Benefit.

Peter Vogelaar of Winlaw tied for third place People’s Choice in this year’s Sculpturewalk with 
his ‘Salmon Dance.’
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Season’s Greetings
from

Nakusp Dental

Holiday Hours:
Office Closed December 17 – January 3

Office Reopens with regular hours, January 4, 2020
Dr. Tanner Dobson will be around to deal with dental emergencies

250-880-5276

submitted
T h e  K a s l o  &  D i s t r i c t 

Publ ic  Library Associat ion 
was incorporated 100 years 
ago, on December 18, 1920. In 
acknowledgement and celebration 
of the association’s upcoming 
centenary day, a proclamation was 
read by Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat 
at the December 8 council meeting:

“That the Kaslo & District 
Public Library be recognized as 
a Significant Heritage Service 
Organization we can all be proud 
of; and that all citizens be called 
on to celebrate this great milestone 
and recognize volunteers who have 
devoted their time to this success.”

Kaslo library celebrates 100th anniversary, December 18, 2020
In the last century, there 

have been so many volunteers, 
trustees (also volunteers) and staff 
(sometimes volunteers) that have 
made the library the welcoming 
place that it is. All of them deserve 
a big thank you!

Miss C. M. Fawcett, who 
circulated books shipped from 
Victoria out of the Government 
Office as early as 1912, was the 
first volunteer librarian from 1920 
until her death in December 1938. 
Losing Miss Fawcett left a gap in 
library history – with no records 
for the next 13 years. Then in 
1953, when C.K. Morison, Public 
Library Commissioner, “toiled 

up the steep stairs leading to the 
top room of… City Hall, [to find] 
a faithful and gracious ‘library 
lady’ (Mrs. Bowker) still holding 
the fort,” it is confirmed that the 
library still existed. After this visit, 
Doris Drayton was instrumental in 
reforming the Kaslo library. Mrs. 
Drayton, who passed away this 
summer at the age of 107, was 
celebrated in 1972 for serving as 
secretary-treasurer for 19 years! 

The library was mostly volunteer 
run with some board members also 
volunteering to be the librarians. 
In 1971, the Provincial Library 
Commission established funding 
requirements: staff had to be paid, 

staff had to complete the Community 
Librarian Training, and trustees 
could hold office for a maximum of 
eight consecutive years. 

Mrs. Joan Matthews was the 
first paid librarian and the first to 
complete the new Community 
Librarian Training in 1971 in Kaslo. 
In 1985, she was celebrated for 
30+ years of service – as a trustee, 
librarian, and volunteer (sometimes 
all three). Joan Matthews still 
holds the record for longest serving 
community librarian in Kaslo – but 
it is anticipated that in 2022, current 
librarian Eva Kelemen will take this 
honour.

How many volunteers/staff 
are there to thank over 100 years? 
Hundreds! 

There are 195 trustees’ names 
recorded by decade in the library 
history book (some duplicates), but 

many names are lost because 27 
years’ worth of reports are missing. 

There were at least 12 volunteer 
librarians from 1920 to 1971 
followed by 10 directors, 17 staff, 
and 12 auxiliary staff, and oh so 
many volunteers. 

Just in the last 16 years, there 
have been over 20 volunteers each 
year. Twelve of those volunteers 
have served the community for 
more than 10 years and some of 
them continue to do so. During 
special projects such as the New 
Library Project 1979-1982 and 
the temporary move for City Hall 
renovations in 2011, there were even 
more volunteers donating hundreds 
of hours.

In closing, a big thank you goes 
to the many Kaslo & District Public 
Library heroes who have brought us 
to this great milestone of 100 years!


