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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Craft cannabis growers in the Slocan
Valley are banding together to overcome
one of the biggest obstacles they face to
entering the legal market.
Nearly 50 growers are forming a
co-op to build and operate a central
processing facility for their crops.
“The whole idea that appeals to me
is having a local co-op helping growers
with all aspects of entering the legal
market, whether they are legacy growers,
or someone who has never grown
cannabis before,” says Gary Krempl, an
early recruit to the co-op from Winlaw.
“I’m very, very excited by this. It’s very
important to me.”
Krempl will be selling his
outdoor-grown cannabis to refine into
a concentrate for edibles and other
products, rather than smokeable ‘flower.’
He also has a hemp licence, and says the
processing plant might be able to prepare
that crop for market as well.
“That makes it a perfect fit for my
business plan,” he says.
Damon Kessell is another Valley
outdoor grower with a micro-licence
who’s joined the co-op, as a founding
member of the board. He says the co-op
is good for Kootenay growers.
“It fits with the Kootenay way of
doing things,” he says. “People in the
Kootenays don’t want to be supporting
big corporations. They want to shop
local. They want quality products. It’s
what we’re all about.”
The processing facility, planned for
Playmor Junction (at the site of an old

cement company), will see up to 10,000
kilograms of bud processed in its first
year, and 20,000 by its second, says
Paul Kelly of the Cannabis Business
Transitions Initiative, a branch of
Community Futures Central Kootenay.
“This will help legacy growers in
the West Kootenay achieve legal status,”
Kelly told the Valley Voice.
The West Kootenay is estimated to
have had more than 2,000 people who
grew cannabis pre-legalization, setting
up the region to become a production
powerhouse. But small growers face
huge obstacles to enter the legal market.
One of the biggest is how to get their
world-class product into market.
Any cannabis grown in Canada
has to meet strict federal regulations for
growing, quality control, and packaging.
A facility to get local weed market-ready
will cost about $3 million to set up, and
hundreds of thousands more annually to
operate. That’s well beyond the scope
of the majority of individual farmers –
especially since banks won’t lend money
to such enterprises.
“You have got to use a processor;
there’s no way to get to market without
one,” says Krempl, who emphasizes he’s
speaking as an individual grower, and not
a co-op official. “You can’t package it up
yourself and send it to your local store;
it’s not that simple.”
And processing itself has proven to
be a tough business.
“Early processors from the
Lower Mainland who had contracted
to purchase and process Kootenay
bulk cannabis have disappeared due to

poor financial management or failed
operational strategy,” Kelly says.
Relying on Lower Mainland
processors for the first two years of
legalization has proven a “precarious
sales strategy, and puts the emerging
local cultivation sector at risk,” he adds.
A grower-owned, regional
processing cooperative for cannabis,
“would bring the supply chain dollars
and jobs back to the region,” Kelly
says, estimating up to 30 full-time jobs
by the second year of operation. “It
would ensure packaging and processing
is managed in the best interest of local
growers and in line with cooperative
principles.”
“By doing this project we’re trying
to continue the service of supplying the
Kootenays with locally grown cannabis
products,” adds Kessell. “One of our
board members is a store owner. And he
says people are asking for local weed,
and they can’t supply it. So that’s our
mission.”
The co-op’s planned building is
4,800 square feet, and can easily be
upgraded to meet or beat federal security
and odour-mitigation regulations,
proponents say. If all goes well, the co-op
will be able to get product to distributors
by next spring.
The Cannabis Business Transition
Initiative is lending money to the co-op
to get started, and shepherding the group
of traditionally independent growers
through establishing the co-op, financing,
and business practices. That’s why Kelly
wrote to the RDCK board in November,
seeking local political support for the
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Processing co-op planned for Slocan cannabis growers
initiative.
“At a buildout cost of approximately
$3 million and initial operating expense
before revenue of $1 million, the facility
does need broad political and financial
support to start up,” Kelly wrote to the
RDCK board. “Your letter of support will

help in approaching funders to help make
this needed project a reality. “
The board passed a motion to
support the project, which also has the
endorsement of the local area director,
Walter Popoff.
continued on page 3

Spring Shine, Christopher Petersen and Yvonne Boyd installed their Koot sculpture, ‘The
Pathfinder,’ at the Slocan end of the Slocan Valley Rail Trail on November 28.
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Real estate booms in the West Kootenay
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
It’s a seller’s market out there for
people thinking of buying or selling
property in the West Kootenay.
Real estate agents across the
region say despite the pandemic,
they’re running off their feet.
“It’s been the most active past
two years in the last 12 years,” says
Bill Lander of Coldwell Banker in
Nelson.
In Nakusp, New Denver, and the
Arrow Lakes areas, realtors report
sales are up about 13% over 2019.
The actual number of residential
sales within the Village of Nakusp is

down from last year (mainly because
of low inventory), but vacant land
is hot, as are commercial property
sales. Overall, residential home
prices in Nakusp are up about 18%
this year over 2019.
In Kaslo, Kul Nijjar of Fair
Realty’s Kootenay BC Property
Matchmakers says 47 properties
have been sold to date “with a few
others that sold without even being
listed.” Nijjar is on track to beat last
year’s sales of 49 units. The average
sale price to date in Kaslo this year
is up 12.2%.
The Slocan Valley has seen
‘robust’ sales the last two years,

says Lander. This year, Lander made
74 sales, at an average sale price
of $279,000, about 94% of asking
price. Last year, he made 81 sales up
the valley, at an average $306,000.
The average sale price is
murkier in the Slocan Valley, where
a couple of large sales in the last
two years skewed the averages. But
Lander says he figures prices are
comparatively flat for the last two
years, compared to the rest of the
province.

Demand outpacing
supply

Supply is an important factor
in determining price. It’s been
especially tight in Nakusp.
“[A] lack of inventory has turned
towards a ‘seller’s-type market,’”
says Kelly Roberts of Selkirk
Reality. “Our office has the lowest
listing inventory that I have seen in
probably the past 25 years.”
She says locals buying into the
tight market have kept Nakusp hot.
“I think some of this increase may
be due to the COVID pandemic,”
she adds. “I think the pandemic
has perhaps pushed some of the
fence sitters off on our side… those
that were maybe wondering if they
should move out of the city decided
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the time had come.”
With mortgage deferrals due to
the pandemic scheduled to end soon,
more houses may enter the market,
stabilizing prices, say analysts. But
other factors may mean the good
times – at least for sellers – will
continue.
“The hot construction market
has also helped sell existing stocks,”
says Coldwell Banker’s Lander.
“Increased building material costs
has definitely increased the value of
‘used’ housing.
“Trades workers are booked,” he
says. “Development land has had a
significant increase in costs as well.”

COVID opportunities

Like for most of us, it’s been
a rollercoaster of a year for real
estate agents. When the pandemic
hit, the industry was essentially
shut down. Both buyers and sellers
were concerned about participating
in the sales process. But as the
situation stabilized, other trends that
boosted local sales began to establish
themselves.
“The COVID trend of being able
to work remotely is also driving the
market,” says Coldwell Banker’s
Lander.
“I think we’re seeing that more
people are able to work from home
now so these people are buying in
our area,” adds Selkirk Realty’s
Roberts. “There are also those that
are securing property in our area to
eventually build and move here.”
“Once COVID hit it certainly
has changed how people viewed
living in rural, smaller areas in
Canada. We just got busier and
busier,” says Kaslo’s Nijjar. “A lot
of people who are able to work
remotely are attracted to our areas –
having fibre available in Kaslo and
area certainly helps those buyers.
“It’s also nice to see a few more
families be interested in living here.
More full-time residences are being
purchased, whereas in the past we
have seen people buy recreational/
seasonal properties.”
And as prices rise in the

Okanagan and points west, the wave
has moved towards the Kootenays.
“As real estate prices were
going up in the busier areas like the
Lower Mainland and Okanagan, that
allowed those sellers to purchase
properties here for little or no
financing,” explains Nijjar. “For
example, someone could sell their
house for around a million dollars
and then be able to buy larger
properties or on the lake or with lake
views [here] for considerably less.
“I’m seeing many buyers from
Revelstoke, Rossland and Golden
coming in with equity take-outs,”
agrees Lander.
However, the realtors say they’re
concerned about the economic impact
of the second wave of COVID, and
how long the hurt will go on.
“If it continues like it has been,
then I foresee another busy market
this spring, providing we have the
inventory to sell,” says Roberts.
“However, depending on what the
COVID pandemic long-term effects
are to our economy, things could
certainly change in the next 6-12
months.”

Province positive

Provincially, analysts remain
bullish on BC’s real estate outlook
for 2021.
“Multiple Listing Service
residential sales in the province are
forecast to rise 16.9% to 90,450 units
this year, after recording 77,350
residential sales in 2019,” says a
release from the BC Real Estate
Association, adding that residential
sales are forecast to increase 9.7%
to 99,240 units in 2021.
“We are forecasting the provincial
MLS average price to finish the year
up 9.9% and to increase a further
2.6% in 2021.”
Still, 2020 is not a year realtors
will soon forget.
“All I can add is that 2020 saw
very strange, unprecedented market
conditions in our area – something
I’ve never quite seen in the 32 years
I have been in this business,” says
Roberts.
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Slocan Valley Arts Council seeks member input
submitted
2020 brought some big challenges
for the Slocan Valley Community Arts
Council, but members say they are
working hard to rebuild for the new year
– and the post-COVID world.
In the early part of the year, SVCAC
found itself ready to take on new
challenges. 2019 had seen the council
celebrate the launch of a new website
and brand identity, welcome new board
members and successfully host the first
annual Whole Arts & Culture Faire.
“We were on our way to reinventing

ourselves and diving into a robust
community engagement plan,” the
council says in a release. “However,
March 2020 had other plans for the
world and we have all been sent back to
the drawing board for how best to serve
our members and the wider community.”
The arrival of the pandemic also
sadly coincided with the news that the
council’s 2020 operating funding grant
from the British Columbia Arts Council
had been declined. That happened
“despite enormous efforts to increase and
broaden arts and cultural opportunities

Processing co-op planned for
Slocan cannabis growers
continued from page 1
In the meantime, Krempl says he’s
looking forward to helping others rise
out of the grey or black market economy.
“We’re all at the spearpoint of the
industry, we’re all learning the ropes,
and the goal is community economic
viability,” says Krempl. “To me it’s got
a wide-open future. Getting the building,
the licence and the equipment is just the
first step. I think we can be a national
brand, an international brand, and revive
the economy here.
“And it’s helping people transition
from being quasi-legal growers to
something they can be proud of and
make a decent living with – that is one
of the biggest things to me.”
The co-op will also work to build
diversity and respect in the white

male-dominated industry, says Kessell.
Women now make up a third of the board
of directors and will be well-represented
in its future workforce, and space is being
provided for Indigenous representation
on the board as well.
“We’re going to be educating
ourselves and our business is going to
run with respect to the land we’re on, the
land of the Sinixt,” he says.
“Hopefully we’ll succeed,” Kessell
adds. “We’ve got a good group of people
working towards this, we’re proud of
what we’ve accomplished so far and
we’ll keep plugging away here.”
The co-op is planning a formal
membership drive in the near future.
Anyone interested should get hold
of Paul Kelly at Community Futures
Central Kootenay.

Merry Christmas
and a happy holiday
season to you all!

Please stay safe and healthy.

Best wishes from Ward and Staff.

Kaslo & New Denver Community Pharmacy
Phone: 250-353-2224 • 403 Front Street, Kaslo
Phone: 250-358-2500 • 309 6th Avenue, New Denver

for our community through new
programming initiatives,” the council
says. “This decision put our small but
mighty non-profit society in a difficult
place in terms of planning.”
While it has been a difficult year
on all fronts, council members say they
are still adamantly committed to the
mandate “to increase and broaden the
opportunities for residents of the Slocan
Valley and area to enjoy and participate
in arts and cultural activities.”
With an energized new board, some
resiliency funding in the bank and some
excellent project ideas already underway,
the council is looking to their members
for their support and input going forward
into 2021. They want the answers to

two questions from their members:
What do you imagine arts and culture
programming to look like in 2021? How
can the Slocan Valley Community Arts
Council serve your unique needs, as an
artist or an arts appreciator?
To respond, send an email, check out
their website, or like them on Facebook.
The council is still committed to
their annual member grant cycle, despite
the loss of their funding. The 2021
member grant applications will be
available in the new year. The granting
process has changed recently, so be
sure to consult the Project Guidelines
carefully in advance.
A membership drive for 2021 annual
individual and group memberships is

3
now also underway. Renew or sign
up today: https://slocanvalleyarts.ca/
membership/ For more information,
email svcarts@gmail.com or visit https://
slocanvalleyarts.ca/

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
30 years experience

Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397

4

OPINION

Response to Bill
White (‘COVID
cream puffs’ VV
Nov 19)

The tone of your letter is
offensive to all seniors.
I can only believe you are one
of the non-believers, the way you
express yourself. Sad.
Maybe the COVID will come
calling on you one of these days
and you will change your opinion
and view things as they really
are. We are living in the present.
COVID does exist. I am one of those
COVID cream puffs you refer to so
eloquently in your letter. I am 88 yrs
old and I am certainly not ready for
the cordwood pile yet. Also I haven’t
reached my due date.
Shame on you.
Have a nice day. Stay safe.
Frances Matthews
Silverton

Top international
lawyers to draft
definition of
‘ecocide’

It’s an extraordinary moment to
be launching this project as the first
international trials are remembered at
Nuremberg. Seventy-five years after
coining the terms ‘crimes against
humanity’ and ‘genocide,’ humanity
faces a new and global threat: climate
and ecological crisis… and it’s time
for recognition of a new international
crime: ecocide.
International lawyer Philippe
Sands QC and international judge
Justice Florence Mumba are to cochair an expert drafting panel on
the legal definition of ‘ecocide’ as a
potential international crime that could
sit alongside war crimes, genocide
and crimes against humanity.
Launching with preparatory work
this month, and set to draft the
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definition over the early months of
2021, the panel has been convened by
the Stop Ecocide Foundation on the
request of interested parliamentarians
from governing parties in Sweden.
The Canadian government should
pay attention, and sit at the table.
The executive branch of Stop
Ecocide Canada
Dona Grace-Campbell, Kaslo
Jamie Hunter, Nelson
Judy Green Clementsport,
Nova Scotia

Spitting caused
heart attack?

After reading or listening to CBC
reporter Bob Keating’s account of the
November 20 incident at Nelson’s
Empire Coffee, one is left with the
impression that the 50-something
employee of the Adventure Hotel
suffered a heart attack as a result
of being spat upon by a belligerent
customer after a dispute about maskwearing.
While the alleged attack upon
the unfortunate woman can never
be condoned, Keating’s report is
incomplete.
In his May 11, 2020 article,
‘Face masks pose serious risks to the
healthy,’American neuro-surgeon and
author Dr. Russell Blaylock presents
peer-reviewed evidence showing
negative health impacts from maskwearing, including headaches, the
recycling of viruses expelled during
respiration, and the reduction of
oxygen levels (hypoxia).
Hypoxia is a known precursor to
heart attack.
The irony of the tragic event at
Empire Coffee is that the alleged
spitter was attempting to protect
their right to oxygen – a right that all
Canadians have under sections 2 and
7 of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms – and had the employee
been able to protect her own right, the
heart attack may have never occurred.
Catherine McGrath
Nelson

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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– KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –

Open for lunch and dinner daily. Kitchen open until 8 PM Wednesday- Sunday. Soup and wraps avail Mon & Tues

Prime Rib dinner every Friday night! – Fall Getaway special now on!
www.kaslohotel.com 250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

The Trump
Virus – 2020

Imagine the utterly stunning
spectacle of millions of MAGA
Americans, ripped out of their minds
from guzzling QAnon kool-aid spiked
with lysol, marching behind ‘Jack-Off’
Giuliani as they get booted out of every
courthouse in the land.
Having now been immunized from
reality, these Trumpian evangelical
prophets are now destined to establish
their very own independent state of
delusion where they may kneel in
worship of their very own fearless and
esteemed leader, Don ‘the Chump’
Trump.
Among his proudest achievements
since graduating as the most gifted
student from the Putin School of
Demagoguery has been Trump’s
stunning ability to promote the spread
of what he once described as the ‘China’
virus, and is now to be known as
the ‘Trump’ virus in recognition of
his exceptional accomplishments in
achieving the highest per capita infection
rate in the world.
Coupled with his elimination
of the myth of global warming, the
destabilization of the NATO alliance,
the alienation of Europe and the virtual

eradication of American prestige
as trustees of the world’s greatest
democracy, Trump has trampled the
rule of law, stoked racial prejudice and
perverted the entire American electoral
system.
To confirm if Trump is lying, just
watch when his lips start moving.
Don’t it make you feel proud to see
America great again.
Ken Wyllie
Robson

The obligations
of journalists,
politicians and
physicians

There appear to be four vaccines for
COVID-19 established or on the horizon.
Three of them are being developed in the
West and are called mRNA vaccines.
These are very new and will long
remain in an experimental stage. They
somehow interact with our DNA, which
I don’t claim to understand. The fourth
vaccine, which CBC radio has claimed
is “conventional,” was developed in
Moscow and, like the others, is rated as
over 90% effective. Apparently it has not
demonstrated serious side-effects and
it has been developed and tested from
early this year.
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The mRNA vaccines have only
had a brief testing period. In a New
York Times article, the Pfizer vaccine is
further criticized. In an article by Peter
Doshi and Eric Topol, they state, “To say
a vaccine works should mean that most
people no longer run the risk of getting
seriously sick. That’s not what these trials
will determine.” We end up with the risks
and possibly no benefits.
I find it interesting that 50 countries
are choosing the Russian vaccine.
Israel plans to go into production with
this vaccine. This brings to mind the
Nuremberg Code, which prohibits nonconsensual experimentation on humans.
I doubt if you will find any people more
versed in the history and guidelines of
the Nuremberg Code than the Israelis.
How well is our Canadian
government considering the health of
its citizens and how conscious is it of
the principles of human rights and the
Nuremberg Code? In the relationship
between doctor and patient, “informed
consent” and the principles of the
Hippocratic Oath are taken for granted
when there is a normal doctor-patient
trust. There is a danger that these
principles could be ignored in the larger
realm.
These principles also factor into
the ethics of journalism and politics.
The vaccines presently ordered by our
government are in an experimental
stage and citizens taking these vaccines
will be subjects of experimentation.
This information must be clearly given
and honoured. In addition, for the
research we are conducting, we need
a comprehensive control population
in order to reliably assess the medical
challenges we face. This way future
generations can properly plot their
course.
Norbert Duerichen
New Denver
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Open letter to
all readers of
the Valley Voice

These are very trying times for all
of us. Fortunately, cases of COVID
have been very rare to date in our area.
However, watching events south of
the border and in the Lower Mainland
of BC is a reason for great concern.
Is it inevitable that it comes to the
Kootenays?
Vaccines are being developed and
some people may be receiving them
as early as next month. At the same
time, more and more people have had
COVID-19 and have recovered. Because
many people can apparently have the
disease with few or no symptoms, an
ever larger group is becoming immune
either from vaccination or exposure. All
of this can give us hope that, perhaps by
spring of next year, COVID will or will
soon be a thing of the past.
As terrible as this situation is for
us all, it is worse for local business
in the Kootenays, especially service
businesses – hotels, restaurants, salons,
therapists, and general merchandise
retailers. While Amazon and other online
retailers, grocery stores, liquor stores,
and pharmacies may be doing fine, local
small business across North America
is dying. When we all emerge from
this COVID nightmare, hopefully next
spring, the landscape will be different,
with many of our local hang-outs closed
and gone. Going out may mean going to
A&W, or Tim Horton’s – the big chains
may survive – but your local independent
may not. This is a plea to ask you to
support your local small business with
your dollars, instead of Amazon.
Wear your mask, maintain your
distance, but patronize your local small
business now in their time of need, or
they will not be there when you emerge
and want to do something different, like
eat out for dinner. They want to be there
for you, but they can only survive with
your patronage.
John Eckland
Kaslo

MP Morrison’s
flyer

The recent propaganda mail-out
by Kootenay Columbia Conservative
MP Rob Morrison reeks of right-wing,
short-sighted rhetoric.
Appointed to O’Toole’s ‘shadow’
cabinet for National Security, Morrison’s
long winded propaganda flyer nowhere
mentions the effects of environmental
degradation on Canada’s national
security.
Morrison has obviously not read
the ‘Pentagon Papers’ commissioned
for former US Republican President
G.W. Bush regarding American national
security. The paper was a shock to
American’s right-wing power brokers.
It clearly concluded that in the next
half century, US security will be most
challenged by degradation of the planet’s
capacity to deal with pollution of earth,
air and water, resulting in a human-made
environmental crisis.

This fancy smoke-and-mirror rightwing flyer not once mentions support for
the scientific evidence that is unequivocal
about what needs to be done to mitigate
against the truth of western democracy’s
greed, which consumes sanity and
jeopardizes the well-being of future
generations.
The “clear unity crisis” Morrison
rants about will apparently be corrected
by the “resource industry” paying less
taxes with little or no regulations to
protect our common good – just richer
corporations, ignoring common sense.
There is a ‘shadow’ over Canada’s
future generation: systemic racism
and a disregard for scientifically based
information from our political leadership.
We currently suffer from a ‘virus’
lockdown that has turned our GNP
inside out, forcing our political elite to
return stolen middle class tax revenues
– something that Morrison and his party
continue to advocate against.
Tom Prior
Nelson

Open letter to
Premier Horgan
re: decimation of
old-growth forest

I am sick about the continued
destruction of our old growth forests.
I thought you promised to stop it, but
maybe you think your ‘mandate’ means
you don’t have to. I am heartsick,
discouraged, angry as a wet cat, and
my usual filters are gone around this
issue. Old-growth forests are resistant
to wildfire, unlike the fibre farms. They
harbour genetic diversity, are the very
best carbon sinks, and they are the core
of Beautiful BC’s heart. And they are
nearly gone forever. Don’t kid yourself
that it will grow back. It won’t. Climate
change will see to that, and this last dash
to harvest the last of it before harvest
gets stopped is as dirty and disgusting as
Alberta’s oil sands. This timber is being
sold cheap, sent overseas, and lining
the pockets of a few ‘tenure holders’
which are mostly not BC corporations.
This massive sell-off does not fuel BC’s
economy. Stumpage is a half a drop in
the bucket of wealth that is being moved
offshore. The tenure system is nothing
but a thinly disguised privatization
of a public asset. Your government is
perpetuating one of the biggest breaches
of public faith around, and I do not
understand why you continue to get away
with it. I am a retired senior who was a
lawyer for 30 years. I am not stupid. I
am not blind. I see you and what you are
doing and I call you out!
Sean M. Kubara
Kaslo

Giving up
sovereignty

When I was in grade school, I
used to beat the living daylights out of
a particular school boy. Over and over
I beat him. He was really skinny and
always the last one to be picked for
teams. I taunted him. I demeaned him. I
made sure he remained feeling inferior
to me. I made sure he felt small. I made

sure it was established that his well-being
was not in his control but in mine.
I always deceived witnesses into
believing he’d started it. Witnesses were
usually there. Nobody countered the
mental and emotional harm. Nobody
ever interceded on his part. Ever.
It had me feeling superior and
experiencing being in control – a reversal
of me having been previously subjected
to sexual trauma myself.
I had him no longer believing in his
magnificence, no longer believing that
he had what it took to stop the beatings.
I had him convinced his well-being was
in someone else’s hands.
One’s well-being is never in
someone else’s hands. No one can create
your reality. Shape it yes, create it no.
He’s a beautiful man, this boy I beat.
He gracefully accepted my apology
35 years later. He also told me that,
upon receiving my apology, he forgave
everyone else who beat on him back
then. I was seven years old. I got to know
how to be conniving, controlling, hurtful
and manipulative in order to have another
human give away his sovereignty. He
hadn’t mastered sovereignty over himself
so there was no way he could have it over
me. And I was determined to have his.
That in my opinion is what’s going
on with this whole world event thing.
And it has been going on for a long time.
Marc Heroux
Slocan

Dog eats dog

For those of you who aren’t familiar
with this idiom, the meaning is: ruthless
self-interest in which people will do
anything to be successful, even if what
they do harms others.
Though I am somewhat rusty in my
journalistic skills, having replaced such
with novelist ventures some many years
ago, I still pride myself on international
recognition for my journalism articles for
many media outlets, including the BBC
(UK). They have accommodated my
no-nonsense attitude, blunt, passionate
writings for decades. And so, I bring
forward the plight of a business owner,
Colin Hanet, of Mount Odin retail
cannabis store, located in the Village of
Nakusp. At this time, when businesses
are struggling to make a living amidst
an unprecedented pandemic, Colin faces
potentially being put out of business by
the opening of a second retail cannabis
store a block and a half from his recently
opened premises.
‘Dog eats dog’ is appropriate in this
instance.
I don’t understand why the Village
council approved a second cannabis
store in Nakusp. Mind-boggling is that
the population of downtown Nakusp is
less than 2,000 residents, many of whom
are seniors. Why there is a need for two
such businesses so close to each other is
unfathomable.
I am advertently affected by
council’s decision to go ahead with the
additional cannabis retail store, as my
residential property (the only residential
property on the commercial street) abuts
(only a few yards from my bedroom
window) the proposed site. If and when
this second store becomes operational,
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my residential property will be subject
to devaluation.
Shame on the council and to my
adjacent neighbours and friends of many
years, who chose not to afford me the
common courtesy of disclosing their
intention to open a cannabis store next
to my home.
Are we to promote the acquisition
of profit in favour of genuine health and
safety and personal considerations? To
live peacefully in one’s home is a right.
To conduct a competing business with
the likelihood of putting an existing one
out of business is not okay. It is all about
the money.
Serious concerns were presented
to the Nakusp council at a meeting on
Monday, November 23, 2020 but they
fell upon deaf ears. I submitted a petition
of objection to council, and the Mount
Odin proprietor submitted a petition with
187 signatures.
Has the human rights dictum, ‘Being
treated fairly is my inalienable right,’
been violated? Apparently so!
Lucia Mann
Nakusp

The COVID
drama

Since the mask mandate came in,
I have started seeing current events in
terms of Shakespeare’s observation,
“all the world’s a stage.” This is quite
the drama we find ourselves in. It has
heroes and villains, kings and paupers,
fools and sages, townspeople and many
more. There is a peculiar twist: some of
the players realize it is a play and has a
script, while others vehemently deny that
they are in a play at all and attack those
who try to point this out.
I am among those who do realize
this, and watch with consternation
as so many play their assigned roles
unknowingly. My prediction is that
the next act will include much harsher
lockdown measures, business and school
closures, statistical manipulation to
convince people there is a mutated virus
causing a condition called COVID-21,
and civil war to the south. It will also
include a dramatic and miraculous
awakening.
There are many in this play perceived
to be playing a role they are not playing at
all. I am one of them, and would like to
clear this up. Whoever wrote this script
decided it would help the plot along if
some of the players perceived others
as villains when they are trying to be
anything but. The idea is, “So-and-so
isn’t following the rules because they
don’t care, they are lazy and selfish and
stupid and they are putting us all at risk.”
Anyone choosing not to vaccinate
themselves or their children is familiar
with this, but the dynamic has grown
exponentially. Sadly, we can expect it to
grow much more over the next few years,
until enough people realize the claims are
bogus. The mask, or rather the lack of
one, is a strong visual cue that awakens
this righteous outrage. This is one of the
reasons for masking.
Since March, I have heard and read
literally thousands of people’s accounts
of why they are refusing masks and other

COVID measures, and will refuse the
vaccine when it comes along. You know
what? Not a single one bears even a hint
that any of these claims might be true.
Not once has anyone said, “I don’t care,
I can’t be bothered, it doesn’t affect me,”
or any of the other claims made about us.
Not a whisper. Not a syllable. Rather,
every single one reflects someone who is
well informed, cares deeply, and knows
we are being lied to and manipulated.
When you see me without a mask,
you are not seeing “not caring.” You
are seeing something that in other times
was called a conscientious objector. I
am saddened, not shamed, by the vitriol.
I know that not wearing a mask does
not cause harm, and can back this up.
As long as the conversation stays civil,
I am happy to answer questions about
my choices.
There is another odd twist in this
play: you can change your assigned role
anytime you like. The choice is yours.
Lisa Ross
Kaslo

The story of
Connaught Labs

When will we get our COVID-19
vaccine? Will we have to wait while
vaccine-producing countries vaccinate
their citizens first? Did you know many
vaccines were developed and produced
in Canada, until our vaccine provider
was sold out to big pharma? Search:
Connaught Labs.
In 1913, John FitzGerald and lab
tech Billy Fenton set out to find a
vaccine for diphtheria, which had been
the scourge of humanity for centuries.
An antitoxin existed but its cost was
exorbitant. Dr. FitzGerald set out to find a
treatment people could afford. His notion
that free access to life-saving medication
should be universal would lead to his
lab’s downfall. Linda McQuaig does a
good job describing how his work, his lab
and other examples of Canada’s public
wealth were sold out in her book The
Sport and Prey of Capitalists.
After the diphtheria vaccine was
developed, FitzGerald and his expanding
laboratory team with federal government
funding churned out a huge supply of
tetanus antitoxin and smallpox vaccine.
Soldiers in the First World War were
highly vulnerable to tetanus. In earlier
wars, about eight soldiers died of
infection or disease for every one killed
in battle.
Next was diabetes. Fred Banting
and Charles Best were onto something
but needed lab space. FitzGerald jumped
in, offering lab space at Connaught
facilities and money to help them
prepare enough extract for clinical
trials. The inventors then made a patent
arrangement preventing anyone from
gaining monopoly over the life-saving
drug.
In 1924, the Rockefeller Foundation
was impressed with their work and
paid for the construction of a fourstory building to house the School of
Hygiene. More money was to follow
over the next two decades. Connaught
researchers played a key role in making
continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
heparin, a blood anticoagulant, widely
available. In the 1950s, they were part of
a collaborative effort that led to a vaccine
against polio.
In 1967, the WHO launched a major
campaign to wipe out smallpox. The
WHO turned to Connaught and assigned
it the task of helping improve standards
and testing for smallpox vaccine
producers. They had been producing
smallpox vaccine for decades and had
succeeded in eliminating the disease
in Canada by the 1940s. Connaught
developed methods for the purification
and mass production of penicillin. Then
they distributed their top-quality strain of
penicillin yeast to other laboratories at no
charge, enabling them to mass produce it.
While private firms try to corner the
market on lucrative drugs, Connaught
shared its advances with other producers
to make needed treatments more widely
available. Private industry would have
none of that. In June 1972, the University
of Toronto sold Connaught and it became
a private company later to be devoured
by big pharma.
If those in power had not let
Connaught slip away, we would be at
the front of the line for the COVID-19
vaccine. Between pandemics, Connaught
could have made generic substitutes
for brand-name drugs. Shortages of
these drugs occur because generic
manufacturers may decide not to produce
a particular generic, forcing the public
to pay the much higher cost of a brand
name drug. What will they sell out next?
Stay tuned.
Ed Zak
Nakusp

COVID-19 blues

Nine months into the COVID-19
pandemic is getting downright gloomy.
People shuffle around like opposing
magnets as they stock up on groceries,
weed and booze. If I refuse to wear a
mask inside a public place, a fine of $230
can be imposed by a law officer.
Finding a good mask was a
challenge. I shopped online for hours
until I found a three-layer mask that
can be washed and reused. I waited two
weeks for it to arrive. Wearing a cloth
or fleece mask is like wearing a paper
napkin for COVID-19 effectiveness.
Would it bankrupt BC to send each
family a good, three-layer washable
mask for each family member? We
seem to have endless cash for the Site C
dam, which will cost billions more than
anticipated and may not even be built
because of a poor foundation!
Another poor foundation is the
Western world’s response to COVID-19.
Nine months into the pandemic and we
cannot flatten the curve much or get good
masks to people.
Countries that are winning the war
with Covid-19: New Zealand, Thailand,
Taiwan, Fiji, Mongolia, Australia,
Bhutan, Haiti, Laos, China, Israel,
Kazakhstan, Saudi Arabia and Qatar.
Canada and the rest of the world
must take urgent action to control the
virus, especially while we wait for a
vaccine. Since Canada has no way to
make the vaccine, we will have to get in

line after Europe and USA take care of
their own people.
Our shelved pandemic response plan
of 550 pages, our dismantling of an early
virus detection agency and our lack of
protective gear made Canada fragile,
from coast to coast to coast. Our glorious
leaders have had nine long months to get
it together and they have mostly sat on
their collective hands, perhaps hoping for
a miraculous exit of COVID-19. Now we
enter a dark winter with no real plan and
cases spiking around the world.
John Horgan has said that the
objective is to make sure our economy
can remain open. That’s great John.
How are you going to achieve that?
Glad I don’t own a small business that is
deemed unessential. Glad I don’t drive a
bus for a living.
The media has also failed us
miserably. People can no longer find the
truth about COVID-19. “Stop the Steal,”
they chant in USA; no one is chanting
“Stop COVID-19.” North America
is failing at the COVID-19 challenge
because many don’t trust the media or
government. When truth is hiding, all
kinds of dumb and sinister things happen
on our little screens and they enter our
little brains.
Without a vaccine, the Western
world does not have the discipline
and fortitude to fight a pandemic. The
countries beating COVID-19 have clear
communication and discipline. A lot of
eastern countries like Taiwan have been
fighting deadly infectious diseases for
decades, and winning.
What has BC been winning? I think
we lucked out in the early stages and
now we are going to pay with lives and
businesses this long winter until a viable
vaccine is ready.
“It is not the strongest species that
survives, nor the most intelligent but
rather the one most adaptable to change.”
(Clarence Darrow)
Nature survives with diplomacy and
cooperation between species. Man steals
all he can and then deals with the dire
consequences.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Healthy watersheds
support resilient
communities

The fear of losing clean drinking
water hits close to home for many
residents here in the Kootenays. For
some, it’s been a reality. Nature-based
planning provides a solution.
In 2019, a BC Supreme Court
judge said the community of Glade
doesn’t have a right to clean drinking
water. This, after years of trying every
legal avenue available to protect their
water source. This seems outrageous
in a developed country like Canada.
Upstream, at the northeast end of the
West Arm of Kootenay Lake, Laird
Creek is being logged in the same area
where a 2011 landslide resulted in
over 100 water licenses losing water
for weeks.
Taxpayers were on the hook to
re-contour the logging road where the

Laird landslide occurred. This same
logging road was redeveloped this year.
Independent consulting professionals
voiced concerns prior to the landslide.
The company, Cooper Creek Cedar, says
its own hired professional consultants
have included measures to avoid
another landslide and ignored the pleas
from water users to avoid redeveloping
the road. This is the tip of the iceberg
of this story and is a perfect example of
professional reliance – where the private
company hires its own professionals
to determine land use of public land –
effectively privatizing public forests that
naturally provide clean drinking water.
In December 2018, about 40 water
users from Electoral Area E in the
Regional District of Central Kootenay
met with the goal to lay the groundwork
to protect their domestic watersheds
through the process of nature-based
planning (NBP).
NBP is an organized process in
which communities and professionals
work together to develop sustainable
protection and use of land, fresh water,
and oceans. It provides a picture of the
ecological framework that is necessary
to protect, and the ecological limits
within which human uses need to
be carried out to be sustainable to
protect water. It has the capacity to
protect drinking water and healthy
ecosystems while creating jobs and
supporting stable local economies. It’s
all about meaningful, community-based
engagement.
There’s also the climate emergency.
Our current experiences and
observations are showing us that surface
water is vulnerable and at risk from
logging, mining and climate change. We
are seeing warmer aquatic environments,
redirection of water, increased forest
fires, downstream sediment, floods,
droughts, landslides and other slope
instabilities. Understanding of climate
change in the Kootenays predicts more
extreme weather events, and industrial
land use planning does not include
these factors.
However, we also understand
that healthy watershed ecosystems
protect us through conserving water in
many ways by: moderating snowpack
depths and runoff rates; reducing the
impacts of intense storms and droughts;
and managing soil erosion. Healthy
watersheds provide us with clean
drinking water, help mitigate climate
change and keep us safe from flooding
and landslides.
Paying both provincial property
taxes and water licence fees, residents
are the primary long-term stakeholders
of Crown land. Decision making in
watersheds must consider residents’
requirement for stable, clean water
sources. Nature-based plans assist
in directing action and building
understanding of our shared resources,
and support an accessible framework
for discussion.
Take action by contacting our new
Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development, Honourable Katrine
Conroy, and ask her to stop irresponsible
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logging in watersheds and work to
implement management policies that
reflect nature-based planning.
Kendra Norwood
Balfour

Humanity!
What have we
become?

Facts have turned into fiction...
fiction now into facts within almost
every aspect of societal media
operations. Conspiracy theories no
longer theories it seems but now
a ‘working hypothesis.’ In comes
coordinated deception, being the
well-preserved ‘worn out garment’
that still to this day dresses our
‘programmed behaviour ’ and
‘engineered perception.’ Critical
thought is almost lost. Human
dignity is rolled out the door like
common sense. Social memes have
become the dreamer’s dream of
artificial reality. Vintage ‘sticks and
stones’ no longer break our bones
but most certainly infringe upon the
sovereign free will of those who have
been verbally doused and abused by
known or unknown merciless and
shameless perpetrators. But still the
world keeps turning. Or is it actually
flat?
Our skillful children keep learning
‘white is black.’ Dr. Seuss has now lost
his trademark hat to Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde. It’s not Alice in Wonderland
any longer. She has silently become
‘transgenderized.’ Sensitive Snow
White, poor thing, doesn’t know
what to do or say about her colour or
where to find her seven dwarfs. Little
Red Riding Hood is into hiding. She
has picked up the CV-19 flu from
the nearby ground squirrels and
domestic cat. Reasonably, they will
freely utilize Mother Nature’s herbal
medicinal plants for healing and
passionate recovery. She still walks
the forest though to her grandmother’s
house with a lineage hand-woven
family basket filled with organic
food and juice. Grandma’s house still
stands. The three nasty wolves can no
longer huff and puff her house down
– reason being, they are man-dated to
wear elongated special nose masks.
Robin Hood steps in with his merry
men. They have gone ‘rogue’ and
flipped. They no longer steal from
the rich and give to the poor. They
have been designated by their agendadriven ‘author-ity’ figure as active
‘Forest Health Rangers’ and stand to
rule and regulate the ‘muzzle effect’
beneath the canopy of the forest.
Legendary ‘Rumpelstiltskin’ finally
awakens from his decades of incessant
and undisturbed sleep from under the
oak tree. The appointed Forest Health
Rangers happen to catch his unusual
‘demeanour’ and thus immediately
force him to wear a mask/ muzzle. Just
a few oak trees down, the relocated
groundhog bears witness to it all. In
absolute shock of the abhorrent act,
the groundhog returns very quickly
back into his burrow, leaving behind

a cloud of dust as well as his shadow!
From fairy tales to sharks and
whales, a story is told of many forms
and faces. In light of dark and in dark
of light, we have the ‘shades of grey’
in a manner that should bring some
mindful contemplation and willful
translation/ interpretation within its
intention/ domain. Long story short:
do not conform to this tipsy turvy
world of total domination and control
by a handful of shady aggressors but
be TRANSFORMED by the renewal
of your mind!
Sam Pawluk
Kaslo

What goes
around comes
around

My apologies to Pastor Neimollor
for borrowing and paraphrasing his
well-known poem on self-interest and
indifference to others.
First I saw that most victims of
the coronavirus were old people and
I thought to myself, I’m not old, so it
doesn’t really concern me.
Then I heard that the virus was also
taking the lives of many people made
vulnerable by pre-existing conditions
and diseases and I thought to myself,
I’m in good health, so there’s no need
to do anything.
Next, I saw that many doctors,
nurses, paramedics and other healthcare
workers were falling prey to COVID-19
and I said to myself, I don’t work in the
healthcare field, so that doesn’t really
concern me.
Last, I heard that the pandemic
was far more deadly among black and
brown people and I thought to myself,
I’m white, so it doesn’t really have any
effect on me.
Now, with the hospitals filling up,
I’m finally getting a little concerned; if
something unfortunate happens to me,
will there be anyone available to take
care of... me.
Be conscious of your privilege and
its effect on the suffering of others.
What goes around truly does come
around.
Jim Herring
Nakusp

Healthiest tree
is a log

Congratulations to the Kaslo and
District Community Forest Society for
a job well done in logging the Wardner
face above Kaslo, for fire safety and
forest health.
A forest with no trees at all is
apparently the most fire safe and
healthy. Next best is to leave behind just
the skinniest poles, and denude the rest,
churning up the soil over a huge area.
Thanks for the new ‘fire access’
road, which only incidentally was used
by logging trucks to haul away so many
healthy trees. Now those trees will
never get sick or beetles.
After all, death cures all ills, and
evidentially, the healthiest tree is a log.
Philip Pedini
Kaslo
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New Denver council, November 24: Housing project presentation
by Kathy Hartman
• Council received an update on
the New Denver and Area Housing
Society’s (NDAHS) progress to build
affordable housing on the lot currently
being used for recycling. Dion Whyte
from New Commons Development,
NDAHS’s development partner,
presented preliminary drawings of
the site plan, bird’s eye views of the
building and unit layouts as developed
by Cover Architectural Collaborative
from Nelson. The building is proposed
to house at least 10 units – a mix of
studio, one-, two-, and three-bedroom
suites with private patios and/ or
private balconies and common storage
areas. NDAHS asked for a letter of
support to accompany its application
for BC Housing funding. If successful,
construction could begin in late summer
2021 or spring 2022. The request
for a letter of support will be on the
December 8 agenda.
• A proposal for a community
garden by Carpenter Creek at the end
of Josephine Street was presented by
Mick Wilson, board member of the
Healthy Community Society of the
North Slocan Valley (HCS). The area
proposed, explained Mayor Casley,
cannot be used for the community
garden because it is slated for a
water line that crosses the creek to
the Orchard. Council suggested two
other possibilities: further west on the
green space and a piece of land near
the S-curve owned by the Ministry
of Transport. Council asked staff to
work with the HCS to find out what

arrangements are proving successful
in other communities.
A letter from the society to council
says: “Our intention is to start in the
first year by turning over some of the
land to see what the soil is like… and by
planting a communal crop of potatoes to
be shared by everyone who participates
in the project. This will get a core group
established and will give us time to do
a good job of planning and setting up
the garden.”
• Councillor John Fyke has a
message for all New Denver and
area residents who want to see the
Health Centre gym reopen safely. He
asked that residents contact Alanna
Carmichael, secretary-treasurer of
Recreation Commission 6. “By
emailing ACarmichael@rdck.bc.ca and
putting the word ‘GYM’ in the subject
heading, your email address will be
automatically added to the survey list.”
Those people will receive a survey from
Fyke asking what types of activities
they would like to see return to the gym.
Once Fyke has enough information
from residents, a request will be made
to the RDCK asking that they use some
of their COVID-19 Safe Restart Grant
for Local Governments to pay for the
supervision and cleaning staff.
• As part of the Silvery Slocan
Historical Society’s 50th anniversary
in 2021, the organization wants to
replace the Centennial Rose Garden
built in 1998 with one that better reflects
that there is a museum in the building.
The garden plan submitted to council
shows a mixture of low-maintenance

plants that require minimal watering
and some large historical artifacts. The
artifacts, all mining themed, include a
complete mining car on tracks, tram
buckets, mining car with timbers, and
wheels from a dumping ore car. Council
authorized the society to proceed with
the proposed garden renovation and
requested a maintenance plan. The
request for irrigation for the garden was
referred to 2021 budget deliberations.
The society intends to apply for grant
funds for the garden renovations.
• Council agreed to provide a letter
of support to the North Slocan Trails
Society (NSTS) for a project to improve
winter community recreation facilities
in Sandon. The society manages a
cross-country ski trail and the replica
rail station building, used as a warming
hut, in Sandon. The society plans to
upgrade the aging roof of the building
to a tin roof, purchase a snowmobile for
track-setting, create and print brochures
to promote the facility, and install
signage along the trail.
• The Slocan Valley Chamber of
Commerce has organized Merchants’
Night for December 4, but there will
be several differences from previous
years due to the pandemic. Stores will
be open late, and to create community
spirit, the Chamber came up with the
idea of lighting up the main street.
The Village agreed to string holiday
lights on the trees along the street,
and the Chamber is asking businesses
and residents to turn on their lights
December 4 at 5 pm. The Chamber
has also organized a colouring contest

Some water users face cost increases as
RDCK changes billing formula

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
People who get their water from
RDCK-managed community systems
will now see their utility bills include
the cost of staff time spent to maintain
them.
The regional government’s Rural
Affairs Committee approved changes
to the Environmental Services Fee
at its meeting November 18. The
motion was ratified by the RDCK
board the next day.
The change essentially means
the RDCK staff will bill each system
by the hour for work done on that
system. It’s part of the Regional
District’s long-term goal of making
water system users cover the actual
costs of maintaining their system.
Half the hours billed will be tied
directly to the water system receiving
the service, while the other half will
be shared out amongst all water
systems. Larger systems or ones
needing significant work would see
the largest increases under the new
billing structure. Some that need
little or no maintenance will see
smaller increases. Staff also had a
suggestion to cushion against sudden
rate shocks.
“…it is staff’s suggestion that in
the future, averages of hours spent in
water systems over multiple years be
used to determine ES Fees, in order
to moderate the cost changes from
year-to-year that are created through

projects or severe water system
challenges from multiple leaks or
other unforeseen incidents,” the
report says.
Still, the changes would mean
an extra Environmental Service Fee
of $212 per connection for residents
of the Woodbury Village subdivision
near Kaslo, $121 more for Rosebery
Highland users, while residents on
Edgewood’s community system
would pay about $78 extra, compared
to the 2019 rate. Those increases don’t
include other general costs charged to
users by each system.
A comparative chart showed
several communities in the Valley
Voice readership area facing
substantial increases: Woodbury
- 42 connections share $8,939;
Edgewood - 91 connections share
$7,179; Fauquier - 94 connections
share $4,707; McDonald Creek - 68
connections share $3,485; Denver
Siding - 20 connections share $2,668;
Burton - 56 connections share $2,033;
Rosebery Highlands - 14 connections
share $1,702.
The change could hurt people
with lower incomes, staff advised
RDCK directors.
“Some of the options in this report
are anticipated to create financial
hardship for some lower income
households in a couple of water
systems,” the report states.
“In some small water systems the
cost of providing water to residents is

projected to exceed the $2,000/year
threshold and with that threatens the
affordability for low-income families.
Full and detailed cost accounting
comes at an additional cost and often
affects these small water systems the
most in regards to shifting cost of
water to a full user-pay system.”
The RDCK manages about
19 community water systems and
employs about six staff. Staffing
and directly associated costs is the
department’s largest line item, and
budgeted at about $816,000 for 2020.

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

for local youth – watch for the finished
posters in business windows – and a
draw for a basket full of items from
local businesses. Anyone who makes a
purchase from a local store during the
week leading up to Merchants’ Night
can enter the draw for a basket full of
items from local businesses.
• Staff will write a letter to the
Regional District of Central Kootenay
(RDCK) to support the Healthy
Community Society’s community
composting program. This pilot project
has six Joracan units in New Denver
and three in Silverton, and has diverted
close to 40,000 litres of food waste
from the landfill. The letter from staff
will suggest that the RDCK apply for
funding “to take this initiative from
a pilot project to a permanent and
sustainable program.”
• The Village’s application for
funding to make Knox Hall more
accessible was not successful. The
renovation project will proceed without
the accessibility components and staff
will seek alternative funding to complete
this work some time in the future.
• Councillor Colin Moss informed
council that the Regional District of
Central Kootenay board has directed
their staff to prepare a service case
analysis for a dog control bylaw for New

Denver, Silverton, Slocan and Area H.
• Colin McClure, Chief Financial
Officer, presented the third quarter
financial report to council. The Village
is doing well, despite COVID-19.
All revenues appear to be in line with
budget expectations and consistent
with prior years. “Overall the Village
is managing the expense portion of the
operating budget within the expected
parameters,” he said.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The Village of New Denver has openings for the following temporary and part-time positions:
• Equipment Operator
• Finance Staff
• Janitor
For more information please contact the Village Office.

UTILITY PAYMENT REMINDER

If you have not yet paid your 2020 utility invoice for water and
garbage collection charges, please do so before December 31,
2020 to avoid daily interest charges. Payments can be made
by cash, cheque or debit at the Village Office, or through KSCU’s online payment service. 2021 Utility Bills will be mailed to
property owners in early January. If you have questions about
the status of your account, please contact the Village office.

SNOW REMOVAL

The Village reminds residents that snow removal is a priority
over the winter months. We request your cooperation in removing items from the lanes, alleys and boulevards so that plowing
can be done efficiently and safely. Please note that the Village is
not liable for damage to any vehicles or items left on the village
streets, boulevards or property.
To ensure public safety, residents are asked not to approach the
operators while they are working. Please direct any questions
regarding snow removal to the Village Office.

CENTENNIAL PARK MASTER PLAN

A planning process is underway to develop a Centennial Park
Master Plan. Public engagement will take place this fall and
winter, with information available at the Village Office, or check
our website. There will be multiple opportunities for people to
provide input and feedback. Once developed, the plan will provide a recommended park design and guidance for investing in
future park amenities. The public is welcome to provide early
suggestions to the Village office.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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BC election poll-by-poll results: Kaslo area voted Green
by Jan McMurray
The BC election poll-by-poll results
are in, and they confirm what many people
suspected – the Kaslo area voted Green.
Results from all polling stations
for residents of the Kaslo and North
Kootenay Lake areas show the Green
Party candidate for Nelson-Creston,
Nicole Charlwood, in the lead.
Residents from Woodbury in the
south to Meadow Creek, Argenta,
Johnson’s Landing and the Duncan in
the north cast 441 votes for Charlwood,
315 votes for NDP candidate Brittny
Anderson, 205 for Liberal candidate
Tanya Finley and 26 for Libertarian
candidate Terry Tiessen.
These numbers can be broken
down further. Advance voting at the

Kaslo Legion resulted in 173 votes for
Charlwood (Green), 168 for Anderson
(NDP), 92 votes for Finley (Liberal) and
12 votes for Tiessen (Libertarian).
Residents north of Kaslo in
the Lardeau and Duncan voted
overwhelmingly for Charlwood (95
votes). ‘Up the lake,’ the NDP and Liberal
candidates tied for second place with 36
votes each, and Tiessen got two votes.
Kaslo residents cast 68 votes for
Charlwood, 47 for Anderson, 34 for
Finley and six for Tiessen.
The majority of Upper Kaslo, Shutty
Bench and Schroeder Creek residents also
voted Green (66 votes for Charlwood),
with the NDP trailing behind with 38
votes, the Liberals with 23 and the
Libertarian with two.

The voting area that covers Mirror
Lake and Woodbury shows 39 Green
votes, 26 NDP votes, 20 Liberal votes
and 0 Libertarian votes.
Just a bit further south, residents
of Ainsworth and Queens Bay voted
NDP, with the Green and Liberal Party
candidates running a tight race for
second place. Anderson received 107
votes; Charlwood 71; Finley 70; and
Tiessen four.
The final count for Nelson-Creston:
Brittny Anderson, NDP - 7,296 (41.78%);
Nicole Charlwood, Green - 5,611
(32.13%); Tanya Finley, Liberal - 4,171
(23.89%); Terry Tiessen, Libertarian - 384
(2.20%).

Kootenay West riding

In the Kootenay West riding, Arrow

Lakes and Slocan Valley polls reflect the
landslide victory for the NDP’s Katrine
Conroy, but the Green Party had a fairly
good showing. In the Slocan Valley
(from Hills in the north to the Crescent
Valley area in the south), Green candidate
Andrew Duncan came in a solid second
with 565 votes to Conroy’s 858. The
Liberal candidate (Corbin Kelley) had
144 votes in the Slocan Valley, the
Conservatives (Glen Byle) had 108,
Independent Ed Varney had 72, and
Independent Fletcher Quince had 22.
In Burton, Fauquier and Edgewood,
the race to second place was very close
between the Liberals and Greens. There
were 147 votes for Conroy (NDP), 56 for
Duncan (Green), 47 for Kelley (Liberal),
34 for Byle (Conservative), four for

Independent Fletcher Quince and three
for Independent Ed Varney.
In Nakusp, the Green Party candidate
came third after the NDP and Liberal
candidates. There were 467 votes for
the NDP candidate, 233 for the Liberal
candidate, 186 for the Green candidate,
113 for the Conservative candidate, 19
for Independent Fletcher Quince and 12
for Independent Ed Varney.
The final count for Kootenay
West: Katrine Conroy, NDP - 10,822
(61.15%); Andrew Duncan, Green
- 3,040 (17.18%); Corbin Kelley,
Liberal - 1,975 (11.16%); Glen Byle,
Conservative - 1,447 (8.18%); Ed
Varney, Independent - 224 (1.27%);
Fletcher Quince, Independent - 189
(1.07%).

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!

The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit
Cleaning protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commercial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles.
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Marvin’s Small Motor Repairs
Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm
Open regular hours 250-265-4911

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

Eric’s Meats

New Market Foods

Cornucopia

Open Tues-Sat 9:30 am-5 pm
250-353-2436

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Open! Pub 11 am daily. Open for lunch and dinner every day. Prime rib dinner
every Friday night! Fall Getaway special now on! Front desk 8 am-8 pm for
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714;
kaslohotel.com; Facebook.

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Open by appointment or by chance Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm
250-265-8888; 203 Fifth Ave NW, Nakusp

Woodbury Resort

Studio Connexion Art Gallery

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing
more space to shop. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice

New Denver Community Pharmacy

Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Coin Laundry

Open 9 am-7 pm, 7 days a week
Use your intelligence, engage in physical distancing and wash hands when you
come in and when you leave. Soap is good. The premises are being cleaned
twice a day.
Contact: Wendy @ 358-7792 or Rod – phone numbers on signs inside the building.

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest

Our annual Holiday Sale is on – Everything now 10% Off! Open Every Day
thru December 24th: Monday to Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm; Sunday, Noon – 3
pm; and Open Late on Merchants Night. We’ve got ornaments, cards, and
great gifts including awesome natural fibre clothes, warm wool blankets,
quality books, candles, jewelry and more. Happy Holidays!

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca; www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293books, and more – hope to see you soon!

Silverton Camp Cafe

Wed-Sat 9:30-2:30 • Sunday 10-2
250-358-7271

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan – Fitness Centre, Library, Campground,
Playgrounds
Village Office open by appointment. Other facilities temporarily closed.
Campground open June 15 to BC residents, self-contained units only.
250-355-2277, info@villageofslocan.ca, www.slocancity.com

Slocan Village Market

Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out and delivery. Outdoor seating. 9 am-7 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.
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Time to return public forests to communities, says Herb Hammond
by Kathy Hartman
Herb Hammond, forest
professional of 40 years from
Slocan Park, presented a
webinar November 26 called,
‘Privatized public forests and
how to change the story.’ The
webinar was hosted by the
West Kootenay EcoSociety.
According to Hammond,
forestry as practiced in BC is
more about forest destruction
than about forest protection.
He said that currently, forestry
is the single largest emitter
of greenhouse gases in the
province, the primary cause
of water degradation, and a
major contributor to floods
and drought.
“Either we change
or Earth will change us,”
Hammond said. “Our forests
have changed from carbon

sinks to carbon sources.”
Hammond said BC
logging is currently focused
on primary and old-growth
forests, and the production
of wood pellets. Wood
pellets made from “waste”
are exported for energy
production in Europe and
produce more greenhouse
gases than coal, he said.
“The three main forestry
companies are only interested
in profit, not jobs or tackling
the climate emergency,” said
Hammond. An example of
profits, in just the third quarter
of 2020, for the big three are:
Interfor $222 million, Canfor
$259 million and West Fraser
$556 million. Yet in the last 20
years there have been 100 mill
closures and 22,400 jobs lost,
according to the Canadian

Centre for Policy Alternatives.
In 2020 alone, there were
more than 26 mills closed and
6,000 more positions lost.
Meanwhile, the taxpayers
have been subsidizing these
companies to the tune of
$365 million a year for the
last 10 years, according to
David Broadland, publisher of
Focus magazine and member
of a group that is exploring
the potential for conserving
selected BC forests for carbon
sequestration, biodiversity
conservation and shortdistance tourism potential.
Hammond blames the
state of forestry today on
the forest tenure system
established in the mid 1940s
by the BC government. Under
this system, public land
was gifted to corporations.

Hammond said the system
was created “for good social
and economic reasons” – early
on, when there was easy access
to old-growth forests, the
tenure system created jobs for
small and rural communities.
However, the longer-term
cost of giving over control
of our public forests is major
ecological degradation and the
loss of 45,000 forestry jobs
since 2000. Meanwhile, the
timber companies continue
to buy or sell their tenures
(given to them for free), which
are currently valued from
between $60 million to almost
half a billion dollars.
The solution, Hammond
says, is to phase out the timber
companies’ control of public
forests. When asked how
much it would cost to buy

back the tenures, Hammond
responded, “They have been
amortized many, many times
over. Then when you add in
the subsidies, I don’t think we
should pay them anything.”
Hammond’s plan would
be to phase in Community
Forest Boards (CFBs) that
would control forest uses
and establish regional log
sort yards. The boards
would emphasize ecological
restoration and climate
resilience to create nearterm jobs. The public forests
would be protected as
“carbon banks” to help with
the climate emergency. The
existing timber companies
would bid on timber auctioned
through regional log sort yards
operated by CFBs.
Hammond believes now

is the time to return the forests
to communities. “The climate
emergency is a made-to-order
reason for that social decision,
and the economic reason is the
steadily decreasing number of
people being employed at the
expense of being the largest
greenhouse gas emitter.”
Asked how this change
would be funded, Hammond
gave several suggestions.
“It is well past time for a
wealth tax in this province.”
He also suggested that the
CFBs collect a carbon tax as
part of log sales based on the
age and size of log, and license
the “non-timber” forest users
and collect equitable user fees.
“It would just take a
government with a little bit
of backbone to stand up to
corporate control.”

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
The West Kootenay will
continue to have a voice at the
provincial cabinet table, as MLA
Katrine Conroy was tapped for
a key position in the new NDP
government.
Premier John Horgan
selected Conroy as his
Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and
Rural Development minister
in the new cabinet, announced
November 26.
“I’m excited, definitely a
different direction from what I
was doing, but one I feel I’ll be
able to handle,” says Conroy of
being chosen for the job. “I’m
happy to be doing it, I’m happy
to be the first woman that’s
leading this ministry, and I think
it’s going to be good.”

the most unwieldy ministries in
government…” Horgan said at
his news conference announcing
the new cabinet November 26.
“So Minister Cullen’s job will
be to work with Minister Conroy
to disaggregate that, and take
component parts and move them
to where they might be better
utilized.”
Among other items in the
mandate letter, Horgan said he
wanted Conroy to:
• continue work to update
and modernize forest policy
and legislation to ensure
a competitive, sustainable
future for forest communities,
Indigenous peoples, workers,
and companies;

• lead the transition of the
forestry sector from high-volume
to high-value production;
• support the advancement
of the mass timber action plan,
including making the use of
mass timber in new public
buildings a priority;
• dedicate a specific portion
of the annual allowable cut
toward higher value producers
who can demonstrate their
ability to create new jobs for
workers in BC;
• implement the
recommendations of the Old
Growth Strategic Review;
• lead work with local
governments to reduce wildfire
risk and better prepare and

support communities for future
wildfires.
“The bottom line is you
want to support people, put
families and jobs first,” said
Conroy, who noted one of her
first jobs was at the local pulp
mill in Castlegar. “So I want
to make sure that forestry is an
industry that is going to be here
for the long run, it’s going to
be here to support families. So
we’re going to move forward in
that way.”
Conroy is also to continue
to oversee the Columbia Basin
Trust and Columbia Power
Corporation, and lead BC’s
negotiation team at the Columbia
River Treaty talks. Conroy had

that responsibility in the previous
cabinet.
“I’m thrilled about that,”
says Conroy. “I did ask him,
I said to [the premier] that I’d
really like to keep those no
matter what ministry you put me
in, because it’s important to keep
the continuity.”
While forestry and the CBT
are key economic engines in
the region, Conroy will also
have a parliamentary secretary
assigned to her, in charge of
rural development. One of that
department’s objectives is to
bring high-speed internet to
rural areas.
Conroy is to ensure her
parliamentary secretary,
Kootenay-Boundary MLA
Roly Russell, supports the
Minister of Citizens’ Services “to

deliver high-speed connectivity
throughout the province with a
goal of connecting all regions to
the high-speed network.”
The region does lose one
voice at the cabinet table though.
Rookie Nelson-Creston MLA
Brittny Anderson was not
selected for a senior position by
Horgan. The previous MLA for
the riding, Michelle Mungall,
had two cabinet posts in the
previous government, including
Energy and Mines.
Conroy, first elected to
represent the Kootenay West
riding in 2005, was returned to
the job after voters gave her an
overwhelming 61% plurality in
the Oct. 24 election. She was the
Minister of Children and Family
Development in the last NDP
government.

Conroy appointed to ministry key to local economy: FLNRORD

Mandate letter

Conroy and her cabinet
colleagues will be primarily
working on the Province’s
economic recovery from the
pandemic, according to the
ministerial mandate letter the
premier handed to each member
of his 24-person cabinet.
But one of Conroy’s top
goals will also be to break up
the ministry she leads. In his
letter to Conroy, the premier told
her he wanted her to oversee the
creation of a separate “Ministry
for Lands and Natural Resource
Operations that will develop and
implement land use policies that
support BC’s goals for economic
a c t i v i t y, e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability, and reconciliation
with Indigenous peoples.”
To help Conroy meet that
goal, Horgan appointed Stikine
MLA Nathan Cullen as Minister
of State for Lands and Natural
Resource Operations.
“When we were sworn in in
2017 it was my desire to have a
stand-alone Ministry of Forests,
something the BC Liberals had
rolled into what is now one of

Premier John Horgan has selected West Kootenay MLA Katrine Conroy as his Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development minister.

Slocan area resident dies in car accident
by Jan McMurray
One Slocan area resident
died in a single vehicle accident
near the Cape Horn bluffs on the
morning of Saturday, November
21.
Sgt. Chad Badry of West
Kootenay Traffic Services reports
that there were two Slocan area
residents in the Subaru four-

door vehicle when it went right
off the road near the bluffs. The
passenger was found deceased at
the scene. The driver was taken to
Kelowna by air ambulance, and
treated for non-life-threatening
injuries.
Badry said the accident is
still under investigation, but
icy roads and impaired driving

are believed to be contributing
factors.
Slocan Lake RCMP got the
call at about 8:05 am, Badry
said, and the road was kept open
to single lane alternating traffic.
Anyone with any information
about the accident is asked to
contact West Kootenay Traffic
Services at 250-354-5180.
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Divided RDCK board approves move to STEP Code
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter
Builders working in the
Regional District of Central
Kootenay will have to
meet new energy-efficient
construction standards
starting in the new year.
The RDCK’s board of
directors voted last month to
adopt the provincial Energy
STEP Code as of December
31.
Under Step 1, all new

residential buildings have
to have a certified energy
advisor confirm its design
meets the energy requirements
of the current building code.
Future steps will see buildings
having to meet more and more
requirements. The final step,
Step 5, due to be introduced
in 2032, will demand all new
buildings to be net-zero in
energy use.
Step 1 is voluntary, but
Step 3 will be provincially
mandated in 2022.

Staff have been
recommending adopting the
voluntary level of compliance
for more than a year.
“Not adopting Step 1 in
December 2020 will inhibit
the ability of builders and
Building Officials to suitably
prepare for the jump to
Step 3 in 2022,” wrote Paul
Faulkner, the RDCK’s Energy
Specialist, in a report to the
November 19 board meeting.
“This lack of preparedness
may increase the likelihood

But the board, which has
debated the move for more
than a year, was divided in
its final vote. Nearly a third
of the directors, many from
the Slocan and Arrow Lakes,

voted against the motion.
“It’s my feeling out there
the majority of people are
tired of being told what to do,
tired of government taking
a heavy-hand approach and
telling them what to do,” said
New Denver board rep Colin
Moss. “To me the Step Code
is coming and we know it… it
feels to me we’re being asked
to do something the provincial
government should be doing.
Why should the provincial
government not make Step 1
mandatory?”
“I understand the desire
for improved efficiency. But
I will not give support for this
because it’s the only option,”
added Nakusp representative
Joseph Hughes. “I think that
improvements in building
should be done through the
Code book.
“Ninety percent of our
homes are pre-existing. If we
want to improve efficiency,
we should be looking at
retrofitting old houses,”
he continued. “I think it is
restrictive, it’s another layer
of oversight, and that always
leads to more and more
oversight of that layer, and
I can’t get behind it for what
it represents to the industry.”
Even board Chair Aimee
Watson, who ultimately voted
in favour of the program,
questioned if the industry
had the capacity to serve the
whole RDCK, especially in
her more rural areas.
“I signed up to the REEP
program for an energy
advisor… and it took me two
years to get one,” she said.
“… I don’t think our rural
areas are ready. I have no
issue with Step Code, I have

an issue with early adoption
before we are ready.”
Watson said only some
builders she’s spoken with
in her Area D are familiar
with the new requirements,
and energy advisers are
overwhelmed in the region
just to meet current needs.
“So what I hear is they’re
not ready. And access to them
– especially in the very north
end of the lake – is very, very
challenging. While I think
capacity is sufficient for more
centralized locations, what
I’m hearing from builders at
that end [of Kootenay Lake]
is that the capacity is not yet
there.”
But the majority of
directors felt it was important
the RDCK get moving on
preparing for higher steps.
“We’ve have had this in
place in the City of Nelson
for some time,” said Nelson
rep Janice Morrison, who
moved adoption. “We’ve had
only positive feedback from
builders in our area.”
“It’s not new, it’s not out
of the blue, much of it is
common sense,” said Area A
Director Garry Jackman, who
seconded the motion. “I don’t
look at this as much as early
adoption as putting in place
incrementally the education,
instead of just hitting the wall
and all of a sudden you’re
at Step 3. I don’t see this as
harmful.”
In the end, the motion
passed. But Hughes, Moss,
Area K Director Paul Peterson
and Area H Director Walter
Popoff – all from the Arrow
Lakes/ Slocan Valley – and
two other directors were in
opposition.

submitted
Power bills will be going
up for FortisBC customers.
The power company has
received interim approval
from the British Columbia
Utilities Commission to
increase its 2021 electrical
rate by 4.36%. The increase
is effective January 1.
A company release
says the average residential

customer using about 12,000
kilowatt hours (kWh) per year
would see their bills increase
by about $7.30 per month.
“We strive to operate
efficiently and keep rates at
the lowest possible cost,” said
Diane Roy, vice president,
regulatory affairs, FortisBC.
“ H o w e v e r, i n c r e a s e s
are sometimes needed so
FortisBC can make necessary

system improvements and
long-term investments that
ensure our customers will
always have the power they
need, when they need it.”
As a regulated, privately
owned utility, FortisBC must
ensure its electric rates reflect
the actual cost of providing
the safe, reliable service its
customers depend on, from
generating and purchasing
power to maintaining and
improving the grid.
The company plans
to spend approximately
$72 million in electric
infrastructure improvements
in the coming year, including
power lines, equipment, and
upgrade projects. FortisBC
is continuing to make major
upgrades to two hydroelectric
facilities and plans to upgrade
three of its substations and
associated transmission lines
in 2021.

of failure to achieve
compliance to the Step 3 for
builders unfamiliar with the
requirements, processes, and
techniques to achieve Step 3.”
If that happens, Faulkner
warned home builders (and
buyers) could see delays and
extra costs to redo work that
fails inspections, a shortage of
trades workers familiar with
the standards, inappropriate
o r i n e ff i c i e n t s y s t e m s
being installed, and missed
rebate opportunities to save
construction costs.

Cost not a concern

Columbia Mills

Industrial
Space for
Rent
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Concerns have been
raised around the perceived
additional costs of Step
Code and the impact on the
affordability of homes within
the RDCK. But Faulkner told
directors research has showed
Step 1 increases costs by
less than 1%, and the next
two steps only add another
percentage point.
“This finding suggests
t h a t i m p r o v e d e n e rg y
efficiency and affordability
can go hand-in-hand,” he
wrote. The report also notes
that more energy-efficient
homes reduce homeowner
costs, saving more money to
be spent locally.
Some areas of the RDCK
have already adopted higher
standards. The City of Nelson
requires builders to construct
housing to Step 3 standards,
and Castlegar and Creston
adopted Step 1 this fall.

Mixed feelings

FortisBC gets OK for
rate increase for New Year

Industrial Land
for Rent
Fixer Upper
House for Rent
James Kay, P.Eng
Alder Lands Development Ltd.
Site: 517 3A Avenue, Nakusp,
BC V0G 1R1
Mailing: PO Box 29212 OKM,
Kelowna, BC V1W 4A7
Tel. 250-870-6261
James@AlderLands.ca
www.AlderLands.ca
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Slocan Valley entrepreneurs offer online shopping options
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Local business owners want customers
to know that they can shop online this
Christmas, and still support Slocan Valley
stores.
And there’s an ever-growing choice
of local shops whose wares are available
online.
From clothing and gourmet foods,
to jewellery or knitting supplies, more
businesses popping up in the Slocan are
counting on locals buying online this
season.
“There’s a lot of social media action
for shopping local, there’s a lot of energy
that way this year,” says Beth Campbell,
who runs the Lemon Creek-based Viva
Cacao!.“You don’t need to go to Amazon,
you can shop here.”
Campbell started Viva Cacao! about
18 months ago, though the chocolatier
operated at a smaller scale for several years
before that. She’s been having success
getting her product into local groceries
and convenience shops, but says the more
she can sell direct, the better it is for her
company.
“I’m excited to be able to sell retail, for
one, because now I can’t sell at markets,”
she says. “It’s a good platform to talk about
my product and what we do here, and it’s
hopefully a place where I can talk about
issues in our industry, things I care about
and am passionate about.”
Campbell says after a slow summer
start, orders began coming in steadily in
November. For customers who go to her
website (https://vivacacao.ca), it’s a simple
process to buy her products, and ship them

to whomever you want.
“I definitely ship anywhere, and I just
figured out how to have a local pickup
option so people can pick up and not pay
shipping. People can contact me, and we
can work out pickup. If it’s in Nelson or the
valley, I can bring it in when I come in.”
Brendan Murray-Nellis just started
his Raven Roast business this year in
Slocan, after the pandemic shut down his
acupuncture practice. His online business –
marketing his own herbal coffee substitute
– is also just getting off the ground, and
he has invested heavily in building his
sales online.
“It’s always interesting to see where
our customers come from,” says MurrayNellis. “We’ve been getting orders from
across the United States and Canada.”
Murray-Nellis says with so many
people staying home and avoiding crowds,
it’s important to support local creators
online.
“This year it’s absolutely critical to go
out of our way to support local businesses.
There’s a lot of small businesses that are
suffering, and it’s this moment we can
decide as a community whether we are
going to give our money to all these online
companies to do our Christmas shopping,
or work with local people,” he says.
While distant orders help, MurrayNellis hopes locals will reach out and
support companies like his. Raven Roast
(https://ravenroast.com/) is offering free
shipping anywhere for anyone ordering
online in the Valley Voice readership area.
“We’re going out of our way to make
it easy to shop local,” he says. “We don’t
have to give our money to big companies.

We’re trying our best to be an easy
interface you can both support local and
have all the convenience of online.”
Online Christmas market
The loss of Christmas markets in most
communities due to COVID restrictions
has been one of the latest hurts caused
by the pandemic, affecting both buyers
and sellers.
But soon there’ll be a way to enjoy the
fun and excitement of a Christmas Market
from your laptop.
Morgen Badarti is an artist in New
Denver who’s started ‘Handmade Heart,’
a virtual online market, planned for
December 5-13 on Facebook Events. She’s
spent years helping organize real-world
craft fairs in the area, and decided to use
her connections in the community to try to
help craftspeople sell their products.

At first she said people she contacted
about an online event were reticent.
“That’s because we love selling in
person, don’t we? That’s why we do it, why
we participate in festivals and markets and
shows, because we love selling our own
work, and meeting people in person. And
people like that too. But unfortunately we
can’t do that right now.”
The Homemade Heart Market
will encourage people to come to the
Facebook Event, browse that page and visit
individual seller’s sites. There’ll be prizes
and treasure hunts and other side events to
generate visits.
“I really hope that people support this,
it’s so important to these artisans,” she says.
“They have nowhere else to sell their stuff.
It’s difficult to sell in stores, it’s not easy
to make your craft and sell in a store. And
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I worry about their survival as artistans.
They’re making useful and beautiful,
functional things.”
And if you buy online from one of
the vendors, Badarti has arranged for a
delivery day after the event, when a vehicle
will drive from the Junction to Nakusp,
delivering products to buyers’ doors.
“And you get free shipping that way,”
she says.
Depending on how everything works,
Badarti says they’ll keep the market page
open after Christmas, and perhaps have an
ongoing place for local artisans to connect
with buyers.
See the ad for the market on this
page and follow the links we’ve added on
the Valley Voice Facebook page to learn
more about the market, the participating
companies, and more.

Open late on Merchants’ Night
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New Denver to be lit up for late night shopping on Merchants’ Night
submitted
Late night shopping, a
celebration of lights, a display
of kids’ colouring and a draw
for the Merchants’ Basket are
all happening for New Denver

Merchants’ Night this year on
Friday, December 4. Although
many of the traditions of
Merchants’ Night had to be
skipped this year, downtown
businesses and the Slocan

MERCHANTS’
NIGHT DEC 4

Valley Chamber of Commerce
invite people to come out to
see the lights and do some local
shopping. Most stores will be
open till 8 pm.
While considering how to
host Merchants’ Night during the
pandemic, the Chamber came up
with the idea of lighting up the
main street.
“We thought some colourful
lights would lift everyone’s spirits

OPEN TILL 8:00 PM
10% OFF EVERTHING
IN THE STORE 5-8 pm
Please give to the Christmas food hamper
box located at the front of the store

MERCHANTS’
NIGHT
DECEMBER 4 • 5-8 PM

New Market Foods

Friends, Family and the
Local Community – Thank
you for your continued
support!

Just east of the traffic light

Stop by and say hello. We
look forward to seeing you!!!

6th Avenue • New Denver, BC

250-358-2270

Happy
Holidays

this year, so we approached the
Village and they got on board,”
says Emma Beaton, Chamber
manager. “The trees on the main
street are lit up thanks to the
Village, and the Chamber has
purchased some lights to make
sure that downtown will be
colourful on Merchants’ Night.”
Downtown businesses and
all residents have all been
encouraged to get their lights up
in time for Merchants’ Night,
and with the additional lights
supplied by the Chamber, a
stroll down the main street on
the evening of December 4 will
be brilliant.
There will be a draw for a
Merchants’ Basket this year, too,
with a different way to enter.
This year, anyone who makes
The Donation Store will
manage A Christmas Room at
Mountainberry!
We will be open on Thurs, Friday
and Saturday from 10 until 4 pm
(Dec 3, 4 and 5).
On Friday, we will be open later
(8 PM) along with
other merchants for the
Christmas Light Up!
This is an opportunity to shop
local, and to drop off those
toys and items that would make
splendid Xmas gifts.

a purchase at one of our local
businesses during the week of
November 30 to December 4
can enter to win. In past years, a
visit to every store on Merchants’
Night was necessary. To avoid
crowding in the stores, the draw
is open to local shoppers all week
long. The lucky winner will be
drawn at the end of the night on
Friday at the Valley Voice office.
Lucerne School students
have been invited to enter a
colouring contest sponsored by
the Chamber, and downtown
businesses will display the
artwork in their windows on
Merchants’ Night. Prizes for the
kids have been donated by local
businesses.
“We’re happy to offer the
community an evening of
liveliness and light downtown
this year, and hope that next year
we’ll be able to return to a full
Merchants’ Night with Santa, the
food table and all,” says Beaton.

• yarns
• quilting
• notions
20% off everything in shop
5-8 pm
304 6th Ave
New Denver

Shop local this
holiday season &
always

Covid protocols are in place.

Rutabaga’s
Whole Foods

Main Street, New Denver

Raven’s Nest
Happy Holidays!
Annual Holiday Sale
Everything 10% Off
Open Every Day

250-358-2178 • Main Street, New Denver
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Nakusp Celebration of Light set for Friday, December 4
by Jan McMurray
The Society for Nakusp
Community Events (SNCE)
announces the Nakusp
Celebration of Light 2020 on
Friday, December 4 starting at
5 pm.
Nakusp will light up
Broadway, and downtown
businesses will be open late. It’s
always fun to shop on Celebration
of Light night in Nakusp to
check out the merchants’ tacky
sweaters. Yes, the Merchants’

Tacky Sweater Contest is back
this year!
SNCE has also organized
a Home Decorating Contest.
Residents are asked to submit a
photo of their decorated home
before December 24 through
Messenger on the SNCE
Facebook page. Photos will be
posted on the page, and the photo
that gets the most ‘likes’ will win
exciting local prizes valued up
to $100.
SNCE has been organizing

community events in Nakusp for
the past four years, having taken
over the events coordination
function from the Nakusp &
District Chamber of Commerce.
“This dedicated non-profit
group of volunteers applies for
grants to put on these annual
festivals,” says SNCE president
Tom Zeleznik.
Current SNCE directors are
Zeleznik, Donna Rebman, Dustin
Raskob, Mary Hamling, Gordie
Matchett, Anya Harrison, Jo Law,
Shannon Lowe, Patty Riley and
Kevin Starratt.
Zeleznik acknowledged all
past members and volunteers,
remembering in particular John
Guild, Stephanie Dieterman,
Jackie Watson, Annette Gorie,
and Bud Adair. “Without these
people and others, we would not
have succeeded,” Zeleznik said.
Zeleznik also gave a shout
out to SNCE’s funders and
sponsors, including Art Party,
NACFOR, Village of Nakusp,
CBT, Columbia Power, Nakusp

Marvin and Cathie Roberts hand off their business of 34 years to Jade Eagle and Leigh Northcott.

Nakusp welcomes new owners at
Marvin’s, now Eagle Small Motors
by Jan McMurray
A son and mother partnership
has taken the reins from Marvin
and Cathie at Marvin’s Small
Motors.
Jade Eagle (son) and Leigh
Northcott (mother) are very happy
to be new business owners in
Nakusp.
“We love Nakusp! We have
had a family cabin here for five
years and have fallen in love with
the people, the community and the
picturesque setting,” Leigh says.
Jade has years of experience as
a mechanic, including working on
small motors. “When Jade found
out Marvin might want to retire,
it was a dream come true for him.
He loves the area, loves working
on small engines and enjoys a
challenge,” said Leigh.
Jade is moving to Nakusp
from Kamloops and Leigh lives in
Kelowna. She retired to Kelowna
seven years ago after a career in
Calgary as a business analyst.
The name has changed to
Eagle Small Motors, and that’s
about the only change customers
can expect. Jade plans to carry
the same products and provide
the same friendly, professional
service.
“We would like to say thank
you to everyone we have met so
far and who have welcomed us to
the community,” says Leigh. “And
huge thanks to Cathie and Marvin,

who have been working with us to
ensure a smooth transition. There
is a huge learning curve and we
ask for everyone’s patience.”
Marvin and Cathie started up
the business and operated it for 34
years. In their retirement, Cathie
says they plan to go fishing, four
wheeling and snowmobiling –
“whatever strikes our fancy at
the time.”

Celebration of
Light Special

20% off all gift items and
personal care items
Sale runs from December 4 - 10
Wishing everyone many blessings
over the holiday season!

250-265-3188

& Area Community Foundation,
the businesses of Nakusp
and area, Box Lake Lumber,
Crescent Bay Construction,
Galena Contracting, and Scott
Norseman, and apologized to any
he inevitably forgot to mention.
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First phase of historic Kaslo church renovation complete
submitted
Last year the congregation of
St. Andrew’s United Church in
Kaslo initiated an ambitious and
much-needed restoration project
to bring its grand, century-old
building up to modern fire and
safety standards.
Recently the church
celebrated the installation of
sprinkler and fire alarm systems,
the installation of a new cedar
ceiling, upgrades to the heating
system and electrical fixtures,
the resurfacing of the concrete
stairs and wall, the installation of
Wi-Fi, and the completion of the
restoration and painting of the
exterior of the building.
The renovation committee
applied for and received grant
funding through the Heritage BC
Built Heritage ($211,448) and
Museums, Heritage and Archives
($5,250) programs as well as the
CBT/VOK/RDCK Community
Initiatives ($3,300) program and
the Community Fund of North
Kootenay Lake Society ($7,000).
The project was directed
by two members of the St.
Andrew’s Board of Trustees, John
Whitehead and Shelley StickelMiles, and Paul van Deursen, a
local builder who served as the
project manager. Chris Temple, a
local builder, and Robert Inwood,
a heritage specialist, both served
as consultants for the project.

Many people from the Kaslo
area and the larger region were
involved in the many aspects of
the project.
Prior to the beginning of
the construction phase, Robert
Inwood provided a heritage
assessment of the sanctuary and
hall, funded by the MHA grant
received through Heritage BC.
This document has provided a
valuable guide both for this phase
of the project, for upkeep, and for
future plans.
This is yet another amazing
legacy of CBT and our local
funders to restore our heritage
buildings to vibrant, safe use. To
serve the community effectively
requires that the rental rates are
kept low. While rental charges
help cover the operational and
basic maintenance costs of St.
Andrew’s, it does not cover the
costs involved in major upgrades
or restoration work.
Saint Andrew’s United
Church, originally named
Robertson Presbyterian Church,
was constructed in 1893 and is
believed to be one of the oldest
continuously operating churches
in British Columbia. Along with
the Langham, the Kaslo Village
Hall and the Moyie, it is an
important component of Kaslo’s
outstanding architectural heritage.
St. Andrew’s continues to
serve the needs of the community.

In addition to providing a varied
program of worship throughout
the year, the basement houses
the Kaslo Food Hub with its 12
different programs to do with food
sustainability. The sanctuary, with
its outstanding acoustics, hosts
amongst other community events
an annual series of Kaslo Concert
Society concerts, an annual guitar
festival, and a community choir
together with an annual choral
workshop. The Heritage Hall
hosts a wide range of programs
including a weekly seniors
exercise class, dance groups,
the Kaslo Quilters, the Circle of
Indigenous Nations Society, and
the Wela’lin cultural gatherings.
The variety of activities – in nonCOVID times – is stupendous.
During the pandemic, when
restrictions permit, St. Andrew’s
will be able to support activities
that need large spaces to allow
for social distancing. With the
addition of Wi-Fi, the church will
be able to do further outreach for
groups and performances. Thanks
to Don Scarlett and Kaslo infoNet
Society for that work.
Future work includes
installing a system of gutters
on the sanctuary, bell tower and
hall. This will not only protect
the exterior of the building
from environmental damage
but also reduce operating costs
by extending the time between

paintings.
This restoration/
rehabilitation project significantly
enhances and expands the
community use of the building
and improves its long-term
physical and financial stability
by bringing the building up to
current fire and safety standards.
It has identified and addressed
structural issues, enhanced the
sanctuary as a performance space,
will reduce the carbon footprint
and provide access to KiN’s local
high-speed internet.

With the work performed
in a manner that “strives for
authenticity in the maintenance
of all original historic materials
and detailing” as described in the
‘Standards and Guidelines for the
Conservation of Historic Places in
Canada,’ the church congregation
is very proud to introduce the
community to this new heritage
renovation.
While awaiting interior wall
assessment and preparations for
another renovation phase, local
artists will be showing works

that demand a large commanding
space. Currently, internationally
renowned artist Kentree Speirs’
work ‘in-fringe’ is displayed in the
sanctuary. Shelley Ross will bring
pieces in soon for December/
January.
Financial support from the
community is welcome. Cheques
to St. Andrew’s United Church,
Box 998, Kaslo, BC, V0G 1M0
are gladly accepted, or you can see
pictures and visit online at: https//
gofundme/contribute-to-therebirth-of-a-grand-centenarian.

A significant renovation project has just been completed at Kaslo’s historic St. Andrew’s Church.

North Valley Mountain Film Festival
soldiers on despite pandemic
submitted
Organizers of the North
Valley Mountain Film Festival
(NVMFF) are calling for
submissions from filmmakers
and photographers for the festival,
and say they’re planning to go
ahead with next year’s event.
The North Valley Mountain
Film Festival will be returning
for its 15th annual event during
the first weekend of March 2021.
Like many organizations, the
NVMFF organizers have had to
consider a variety of alternative
platforms and venues to hold this
year’s event.
“A drive-in show, an outdoor
venue and taking our festival
online have all been discussed,”
says festival coordinator Myles
Berney. “It is unlikely that with
current restrictions on events and
gatherings that we will be able
to hold our traditional live event
this year.
“It may look a little or
possibly a lot different than
past festivals but after deciding
that we did not want to cancel
the festival we’ve decided to

move forward with planning and
hosting this year’s event, most
likely on an online platform.”

The New Denver-set festival
showcases films that encapsulate
a mix of mountain culture and
environmental topics through
film and slide presentations,
highlighting the work of
talented local filmmakers and
photographers.
Festival organizers are now
accepting submissions of short
films and digital slideshows
to feature as part of the 2021
festival.
“Our hope is that in the very
least by the time of the festival
in early March we will be able
to gather with family and friends
in small groups at home to enjoy
another memorable night of
slideshows and films,” says
Berney.
“This is unfortunate
considering that having a reason
for our community to gather in
mid- winter has been a huge part
of the success of this event for so
many years.”

Films and slideshows that
have featured at past festivals have
ranged from locally produced
snowboarding and kayaking
films to professionally produced
environmental documentaries
and adventure films.
Submissions for the 2021
North Valley Mountain Film
Festival will be accepted until
the January 31 deadline. The
NVMFF is looking for films
or slideshows that showcase
passion for the outdoors or the
environment, preferably with a
Kootenay connection.
For submission guidelines
and event information,
visit the festival website
at northvalleyfilmfestival.
com or direct inquiries to
northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com.
The North Valley Mountain
Film Festival organizing
committee thanks all the local
artists and volunteers who make
this event possible, and their
sponsors: Valhalla Mountain
Touring, Ambler Mountain
Works, Ice Creek Lodge and the
Columbia Basin Trust.

coordinators reached over 2,300
people through door-to-door
information delivery, garbage
tagging, attendance at public
events, booths at trailheads and
local businesses, workshops on
how to use bear spray and set up
electric fencing, and more.
Community coordinators
Brian Montgomery and Cora
Skaien would like to thank the
residents and visitors in their
regions this year for their
continued interest and efforts to

reduce human-wildlife conflict
in our communities. They look
forward to returning next season
to work with everyone to continue
building the communities’ efforts
to keep wildlife wild and our
communities safe.
For more information on
what the WildSafeBC community
coordinators accomplished this
year, please view their year-end
reports, which will be published
online in December at www.
wildsafebc.com.

Call for submissions

WildSafeBC wraps successful
season of reducing human-wildlife conflict
submitted
With bears heading into
hibernation for the winter,
WildSafeBC is also wrapping
up its 2020 operations in New
Denver, Silverton, Nakusp and
Area K, and in Kaslo and Area D.
Like many other organizations
this year, WildSafeBC had to
modify its outreach activities
to deliver the program safely
and effectively with COVID-19
mitigation measures in place.
The WildSafeBC community

COMMUNITY

December 3, 2020 The Valley Voice

15

Green burial takes big step forward with land donation

Another year has gone by, another
year spent missing our beloved
Lyla (18) and Joel (19) who
passed on December 5th, 2013.
7 years have passed, but there
isn’t a single day that goes by
where you aren’t in our thoughts.
Remembering your warm smiles
and laughter is what has kept us
surviving without you.

considering green burial these days,
and locally many have expressed a
desire to be buried in a way that is
supportive to the environment. The
local green burial ground will use only
biodegradable materials, and will create
a beautiful, uncluttered space with
considerable ambience, incorporating
native plants and places for people to sit
and contemplate.
Potential donors can choose among
several ways to financially support this
endeavour.
With tax receipt: Go to https://www.

canadahelps.org/en/dn/53957. Turner
Zion Pastoral Charge has agreed to be
the umbrella charitable organization
so that donations are eligible if you go
through them.
GoFundMe: https://gf.me/u/yiz6h8
(no tax receipt)
Etransfer: through your bank,
e-transfer to carpentercreekgreenburial@
gmail.com.
In-bank deposit: Green Burial bank
account at the Kootenay Savings Credit
Union in New Denver.
Mail: Carpenter Creek Last Wishes

Society (Attn: Green Burial), Box 231,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
The group is phenomenally
grateful to the generous person who

is contributing the land for this shared
vision, and invites everyone to participate
in this endeavour in whatever way works
best for you.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

PHOTO CREDIT: MOE LYONS

submitted
The Carpenter Creek Last Wishes
Society says it’s delighted to announce
that it has the “ideal” location for a green
burial ground, thanks to a generous local
land owner.
Shortly after the green burial
campaign was announced in the Valley
Voice, an individual offered to donate a
beautiful piece of flat land in the New
Denver area.
“It is slightly less than half an acre
in size and partially treed,” says Moe
Lyons, a member of the society’s Green
Burial Committee. “If we had sat down
to envision the ideal site, it would look
exactly like this one.”
With the site well on its way to
being secured, the rest of the work to
make this dream come true is underway,
the society says in a release. It will cost
around $50,000 for the subdividing, soil
percolation test, permits, landscaping,
etc. Another group of volunteers is
approaching funders as well as seeking
direct donations from supporters and
interested parties.
As soon as all the necessary legal
arrangements have been made and all
the costs ascertained, the society will
begin to make it possible to purchase a
“pre-need certificate of internment,” i.e.
the equivalent of purchasing a lot in a
conventional cemetery.
The Green Burial Committee is
also distributing a survey for people
in the local area to find out just how
interested people are in this idea, and
to what extent they would like to be
involved. Visit Survey Monkey (Google
“Survey Monkey Carpenter Creek”) to
participate. A physical copy of the survey
can be filled in at the offices of the Valley
Voice or Silverton Building Supplies.
More and more people are

This beautiful place will one day be the Carpenter Creek Green Burial site.

Born in New Denver in 1999
Happily back at the Raven’s Nest
on Main Street
Raven’s
Nest
Made in BC,
quality hemp
clothing

Also online at
hempandcompany.com

Winter is here!

Show it you mean business with
a new pair of Kamik boots!

and for
Women

Professional fitting,
expert service.
vincedevito.ca
facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitosSpecialty-Footwear-LTD

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261
• Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

For Men

Free Shipping On Orders Over $100
Anywhere in Canada
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Slocan council, November 19: Rezoning process begins for part of mill site
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Slocan council has started the
formal process of rezoning a portion
of the mill site.
Council gave two readings to
the OCP and zoning amendment
bylaws that will change the zoning
on the northern portion of the site
and the section of Slocan Lake
foreshore abutting the north edge
of the property, from Mill Industrial
(M1) to Parks, Open Space and
Institutional (P1). Adoption of the
bylaws is expected to happen at
the December 14 council meeting,
following a public meeting at 5
pm and a public hearing at 6 pm.
The public meeting will provide an
opportunity for council to respond
to questions about the rezoning. The
public hearing is a much more formal
venue where council can only listen
to concerns and comments from the
public. All meetings will take place
at the Legion Hall.
The rezoning of just a portion
of the property is proceeding now
because as of February 2021, a
Certificate of Compliance from the
BC Ministry of Environment will be
required for any rezoning. This will
add costs to the process.
CAO Michelle Gordon explained
that if the Village were to wait
until it has a plan for the entire site
before rezoning, the Certificate of
Compliance could be “a very costly
procedure.”
Mayor Jessica Lunn agreed that
the need to rezone before February
had created “an extremely rushed and
not-ideal situation,” but explained
that rezoning the northern section and
the foreshore now would “save on
costs… and provide some direction
of what we’re planning to do.”
The rezoning will allow the
Village to develop the waterfront,
subject to community consultation
and a development strategy. It
will also support environmental
protection of the sensitive areas along
Slocan’s waterfront and shoreline.
CAO Michelle Gordon said the
Village intends to have this portion
of the mill site remain parkland for

the foreseeable future.
Gordon explained that the
subdivision of the rest of the mill
site was still being studied and
so it couldn’t be included in this
rezoning. Five different sections are
being considered for subdivision,
based on the level of contamination
in each. Mayor Lunn said the
mill site is “a really complicated
property… there are areas where
there’s significant contamination.”
She said, “Potentially nothing may
happen on it for many, many years.”
Mayor Lunn said the Village
would not change the use of the land
without public consultation, and that
in 2021, there would be “more time
and space to provide information to
the public” about possible uses for
the land.
Financial Update & Amendment
Colin McClure, the Village’s
Chief Financial Officer, gave a
quarterly update for the period ending
September 30. “Wow, what a year
the Village had,” CFO McClure

said. The resounding success of
the campground and the major
improvement to the waterfront
were highlights. Considering the
pandemic, the Village’s finances
were “very positive,” he said. The
provincial COVID-19 grant for
$262,000 will enable the Village to
pay for expenses like the plexiglass
at the Village Office front counter
and training for temporary staff “in
case of an outbreak.” McClure said
that, for example, it will be essential
to train backup workers to operate the
snowplows in case Public Works staff
fall sick. Mayor Lunn said afterwards
that the Village also plans to use some
of the COVID grant to hire a manager
for the Fitness Centre, which has been
closed due to the pandemic.
CFO McClure reminded council
that amending the financial plan was
a normal procedure. “Inevitably”
there are unexpected costs that arise
during the year, and for the Village
of Slocan, it was the $1.5 million
purchase of the mill site. To fund the

purchase, the Village received a CBT
grant for $450,000 and withdrew
$170,000 from its Land Sales
Reserve and $35,000 from its general
surplus, and borrowed $845,000 from
the Municipal Finance Authority.
McClure estimates the Village will
pay $41,000 annually in interest and
principal. Fourteen thousand dollars
of the annual payment will come from
reductions in the budget – $6,000
from government expenses, $5,000
from transportation, and $3,000 from
parks and recreation. It is proposed
that the remaining $27,000 will come
from a variety of sources: $5,000
from the proposed 3% tax increase;
$16,000 from the latest increase
in the Small Community Grant;
and $6,000 from Regional District
Community Development funding.
Mayor Jessica Lunn pointed out that
if the Village could sell some of the
mill site within five years, the debt
and interest could be reduced. After
five years, the Village must commit
to a loan period. Whatever money is

paid back in the first five years can’t
be reborrowed for a different project.
The MFA offers municipalities
excellent interest rates.
McClure reported on projects,
some ongoing, some postponed.
The Legion Hall upgrade is expected
to be completed in 2021. Projects
“pushed forward” to 2021 include the
Wellness Centre door replacement,
the purchase of an excavator, and
downtown beautification. If the
Village’s grant application for a
$200,000 paving project is successful,
the project will start in 2021. Fortis
continues to delay the streetlight
LED upgrade; there is no word
on when that work will start. The
Village is still trying to determine if
it is even feasible to move forward
on the microhydro project since BC
Hydro cancelled its program to buy
electricity from new small producers.
McClure introduced Chris Jury,
Deputy Chief Financial Officer.
Jury will be responsible for financial
presentations to council in the future.

by Moe Lyons
• As Jason Clarke has resigned as
mayor, the meeting was to be chaired
by Acting Mayor Arlene Yofonoff,
but due to technical difficulties,
Councillor Leah Main stepped in and
chaired the meeting. All councillors
attended, as did CAO Hillary Elliott.
The byelection to replace Clarke has
not yet been called.
• CAO Elliott reported that
the campground design contract
has been finalized. There will be
two plans for council to look at.
After that there will be community
engagement. She has applied for
funding for new siding for the
Village’s four buildings: Memorial
Hall, Arts Centre (Gallery), fire hall
and curling rink. The application also
requests funding for new flooring
and insulation for the curling rink
and upgrades to the gallery building.
The water main replacement project
is “well on its way.”
• The Silverton Community
Club (SCC) has asked the Village
to look into purchasing a new stove
for the Memorial Hall kitchen. The
current stove has some rust and is
very old, having been donated to
the hall over ten years ago from
the Pavilion, where it had been
used for many years before that.
Estimates of the replacement cost
were between $3,000 and $15,000,
with consideration needed as to
whether to continue with electricity
or switch to gas. Staff wondered
whether SCC would be willing
to take part in a committee and to
fundraise for the project. Council
referred the request to 2021 budget
deliberations.
• Council agreed to provide
the Village of New Denver with
a letter of support for the Wood
Waste Disposal project. New Denver
intends to purchase a portable air
curtain burner to dispose of wood
waste, primarily from SIFCo’s
ongoing fuel treatment work. This
burner will provide clean burning

of wood waste that is not chippable
or useful for other purposes, and
would be shared by all three villages,
including the residents. It will be
placed in the upper area of Bannock
Point and thus will be safe and easily
accessible, yet far enough away that
it will affect the Village’s air quality
as little as possible.
• The Village will apply for
permits to clean up debris (sand
and gravel) at the boat launch and
staff will investigate upgrades and
expansion of the facility for 2021
budget discussions. K. Gordon asked
if it were possible to streamline the
permitting process instead of having
to reapply every time. Staff will look
into this.
• In response to a query from

Councillor K. Gordon, CAO Elliott
gave an update on the SS Rosebery
propeller. She said the work would
be done as soon as it can be made
safe. The propeller will be placed
on a concrete platform that needs
to be constructed, and there is some
concern because the weight of the
propeller is almost at the tonnage
limit of the Village’s loader. They
are in touch with the family and are
moving as quickly as they can.
• Silverton’s 2021 RDCK
Commission appointments were
confirmed. Eva Shandro will be
the community rep on Slocan Lake
Recreation Commission No. 6,
Arlene Yofonoff will be the council
rep, and Tanya Gordon will be the
alternate. Hank Hastings will once

more represent Silverton on the
Rosebery Three Forks Regional
Parks Commission. Councillor
K. Gordon asked if any Silverton
residents had been invited to apply
for this last position, as Hastings lives
in New Denver. Councillor Main
said that attempts had been made
at various times to get a Silverton
resident to do so but there had been
no takers.
• The Village will receive a
$231,000 COVID-19 Safe Restart
Grant for Local Governments. In
her report, Councillor Main, who
sits on the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM) board, said
that the Safe Restart grants are the
result of robust lobbying efforts by
FCM.

submitted
The Village of New Denver
has just released a new book on
the history of Japanese Canadian
internment in New Denver, and the
efforts of the Kyowakai Society to
help heal the wounds created by the
dark episode in Canadian history.
Written by local author
Anne Champagne and designed
b y J o h n E n d o G r e e n a w a y,
Kyowakai: Memory and Healing
in New Denver – Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre tells the story
of Japanese Canadian internment
in New Denver, the creation of
the Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre (NIMC) by the Kyowakai
Society, and the healing it inspired.
The 80-page book features
colour and black-and-white
photographs, including images
from the NIMC collection, Nikkei
National Museum, BC Archives
and various private collections.
“A constellation of events
catalyzed a small group of
volunteers in a tiny mountain
village to create a memorial to their
internment during the Second World

War, to place their experience into
the context of the more than 22,000
Japanese Canadian internees,”
writes author Anne Champagne in
the preface.
With the NIMC, the Kyowakai
Society members wanted to tell
their story, partly to inspire Nikkei
with the fact that they endured and
to assure future generations that
they too could tap into such inner
strength. With racism recently at
the forefront of global and national
news, the book’s theme is timely
and highly relevant as it reminds
us that discrimination is an ongoing
issue in Canada and abroad, and
that civil rights can be very quickly
revoked.
“The goal of the book project
was to honour and record the
importance of the work of the
Kyowakai Society in New Denver
and place local history in the
context of larger historical events,”
says New Denver Mayor Leonard
Casley. “Without the Kyowakai, the
NIMC wouldn’t exist and the story
would be lost.”
A National Historic Site, the

NIMC is the only centre of its
kind in Canada. Part history, part
cautionary tale, part companion
to the exhibits and gardens at the
NIMC, this book explores the
vision for the centre, elaborates
on the interpretive signs that
accompany displays, and unravels
the symbolic meaning of the Peace
Garden.
The project was funded by
the former Kyowakai Society
and by the National Association
of Japanese Canadians (NAJC)
Endowment Fund. The Village
would like to thank the donors and
the project team, which includes
Champagne and Greenaway, along
with former Kyowakai members
Sakaye and Bronwen Hashimoto,
Paul Gibbons and Tsuneko
Kokubo, and Ruby Truly acting
as historical advisors. Researcher
Kyla Fitzgerald has also provided
the team with valuable input.
Kyowakai: Memories and
Healing in New Denver will be
available at the New Denver Village
office, and at the Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre gift shop in 2021.

Silverton council, November 23: Campground design contract finalized

Village of New Denver publishes book
honouring internment group’s healing efforts
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RDCK board, November 19: Watson re-elected to head board for 2021
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter

Chair and vice reelected

Area D Director Aimee
Watson will lead the Regional
District of Central Kootenay
board for another year. In a
vote held at the start of the
November 19 board meeting,
directors acclaimed Watson
as the board chair for 202021, her third year holding
the gavel. Area H Director
Walter Popoff was also given
unanimous endorsement to
keep his position as vice-chair
for a second year. The board
selects its chair and vice-chair
for the year each November.

Zoning for Area D?

Area D Director Aimee
Watson reported to the board
that zoning may be coming to
some communities in her area.
“In the last few years,
several communities have
had a variety of developments
occur that have raised questions
and requests for local land use
regulations,” she wrote.
While many parts of Area
D would not benefit from
zoning due to their density,
Watson said other areas would.
So she’s asked the RDCK
to conduct an engagement
process with Area D residents
in 2021.
“This process will begin
with community discussions on
‘Zoning 101’: what is it? How
does it work? What does it do
and not do?,” she says. “Within
these discussions, I hope to

be able to identify which
communities are interested in
moving forward to develop
zoning and those that are not.
Only those communities who
show a strong interest will
continue in the discussions.”

Kootenay Lake
brochure

RDCK staff reviewing how
development takes place along
the foreshore of Kootenay
Lake will be borrowing an
educational brochure from a
similar group in the Okanagan.
The brochure will be adapted
for Kootenay Lake, thanks
to $3,500 approved by the
board to hire a Qualified
Environmental Professional
and the same graphic designer
who created the Okanagan
brochure. “The cost savings that
could be realized by utilizing
the Okanagan resource as a
template provide a significant
opportunity to create a highquality education document
at a fraction of what it would
normally cost,” staff said.

COVID help

Like other local
governments, the RDCK will
be getting help from the federal
and provincial governments
to weather the financial storm
created by the pandemic. The
RDCK will get $760,000 under
the COVID-19 Safe Restart
Grant for Local Governments.

Caribou coalition

The board received
notes from a November 2
meeting held to investigate
the formation of a ‘local

government resource coalition’
in the Kootenay-ColumbiaShuswap. The purpose of the
coalition would be to better
deal with senior governments
on caribou management and
other resource issues. One of
the organizers, Milt Hamilton,
said there has been interest
and steps to build a caribou
coalition in Kootenays since
2018. Hamilton suggested that
in the short-term, a coalition
would deal with Herd Plans
and issues such as: What is a
viable population? How much
habitat should be protected for
what population and habitat
targets? What are the socioeconomic impacts and impacts
on tourism and back country
access?
The meeting was attended
by RDCK Directors Paul
Peterson, Walter Popoff and
Nakusp Mayor Tom Zeleznik.
Chair Aimee Watson said the
RDCK should wait for a formal
request to join the coalition
before diving in further.

Ambassadors praised

Investment Program to hire
six FireSmart ‘mitigation
specialists’ for seasonal
outreach and education; protect
critical local infrastructure like
RDCK firehalls and community
halls; work closer with
Indigenous communities; and
offer a rebate for homeowners
to complete FireSmart work on
their properties.

Anti-racism policy

The RDCK board has
adopted an anti-racism policy
for the organization. The
policy applies to all employees,
elected officials, contractors,
volunteers, and students
working or volunteering
for the RDCK or providing
professional services to it.
While citizens aren’t covered
by the policy, “the public is
expected to conduct themselves
in a manner consistent with the
values and principles outlined
in this policy when accessing
RDCK services or facilities.”

In-house
construction crew

The board endorsed
applying for more than
$700,000 from the 2021
UBCM Community Resiliency

Critical work on failing
water pipes in RDCK-owned
water systems will soon be the
job of an in-house construction
crew. The board approved
the hiring of a three-person
crew, as well as the purchase
of excavators, service trucks,
safety equipment and other
smaller items that will allow
the crew to do their work. The
RDCK will borrow $355,100 to
purchase the equipment.
A full-time supervisor
will be hired in February at a

At its November 24
meeting, the commission of
management, a quasi-council
for the community of South
Slocan, voted in favour of
demolishing the structure.
“They truly are not in a
position to take any risks,”
adds Chirico. “The water
system is a heavy burden on
their taxes and through the
commission we are trying
to remove as much risk as
possible while ensuring the
water system and easy access
to it and the infrastructure is
preserved.”
Unable to save the
building, Payne says the
community will be sad to
see it go.
“There’s lots of people
who went to school there
as children, took a dance
class, went to daycare… it
was difficult because a lot of
people feel strong ties to it,”
she says. “But it just feels like
we were out of options.
“Nobody is feeling very
good about the decision, but
we’re also kind of relieved
to be in a place where we
can make one, because it’s
been a conversation that’s

been taking place for years
and years now,” she added.
“So there is some relief in the
resolution of it.”
The property is also the
site of the community’s water
plant, and protecting the water
supply has also factored into
the decision to remove the
structure.
Demolition could begin as
early as the spring or summer
of 2021, says Chirico. It
will be paid for with a small
reserve fund the Commission
of Management kept for the
building.
There’s no discussion yet
about what will be done with
the property after that.
“Our discussion with the
Commission… is that we
need to get over this hurdle,
have the RDCK water service
identify critical infrastructure
and possible new routes for
infrastructure, and then the
community should brainstorm
low-maintenance ideas,” he
says.
The current tenants,
including a daycare, have
been aware of the impending
decision for years and are
making plans to move.

Two programs to promote
safety and outdoor recreation,
born out of necessity by the
COVID-19 pandemic, will
likely be back next year.
Parks Ambassadors and Water
Safety Ambassadors will be
considered in the 2021 budget.

FireSmart
application

Old South Slocan schoolhouse slated for demolition
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter
A building that’s stood as
a landmark in South Slocan
for nearly a century is coming
to the end of its days.
The South Slocan
Commission of Management
has approved a plan to
demolish the 91-year-old
South Slocan School building
in the community.
“It was pretty hard,” says
Ruby Payne, the chair of the
Commission. “A lot of us
have pretty long histories with
that building.”
Built in 1929, the
old school building saw
generations of children
from the area go through its
doors, including Payne, who
attended the first daycare
there. It was purchased by
the Regional District of
Central Kootenay for the
community’s use in 1987.
That purchase also secured
the source of the community’s
water system, which is on the
same property.
“The building has been
kept alive from that point
based on a volunteer system,

and by really small rental
fees,” says Payne. “It really
fell on the back of a small,
small number of volunteers
to keep it going.”
The building was rented
out to various groups and
individuals over the years,
but only made a fraction of
the money in rent needed to
maintain the structure. And the
community hasn’t been able to
underwrite the needed repairs.
“Over the years the
building has come to the end
of its life,” says Payne. “The
amount of work it would take
to get it back to ship-shape
or rebuild is significant. The
community, which comprises
51 households – a really small
tax base – had this burden of
helping make the decision.”
“The issue is that the
facility rental is too little to
upkeep the building,” explains
Joe Chirico, the general
manager of community
services for the RDCK. “The
building has only lasted this
long due to the tremendous
efforts of local volunteers.
Covering operating costs
is a fraction of the cost of
continual reinvestment.”

total salary and benefit cost of
$89,117. Two seasonal crew
members will be hired from
March to November for the
next three years at a total salary
and benefit cost of $46,612 each
per year. The three positions
will be paid through projectspecific budgets – so if the crew
is replacing a water main in a
community, the whole project,
including the staff time, will be
paid for by the project budget.
“The establishment of
the work crew is anticipated
to reduce cost for linear
infrastructure replacement
projects significantly,” says
a staff report. “With the
infrastructure deficits our water
systems are facing, along with
the limited funds, this is an
attempt us to find alternatives
that allow to close the gap
between infrastructure needs
and the difficult financial
situation of many of our water
systems.”
The first water system on
the list for attention from the
new crew is Fauquier’s, to be
addressed in 2021.

Rural directors
decline to bury soil
bylaw

After months of wrangling
with a bylaw to govern the
removal of topsoil from
a property, directors on
the RDCK’s Rural Affairs
Committee arrived at a dead
end, voting to do nothing to
change the current bylaw.
This has been a recurring
subject for directors all year,
since Area H Director Walter
Popoff asked that his region
(Slocan Valley) be added to the
bylaw, which now only applies
to Areas I and J (Castlegar
area).
Instead, staff had
recommended repealing the

Animal feed for
chickens, horses,
pigs, sheep, dogs,
cats & more
Flannel mens &
Ladies shirts starting
at $39.99-$69.99
Mens reflective
safety jackets $99.99

bylaw altogether, calling it
‘ineffective’ in dealing with
complaints the RDCK receives
about rock quarries and soil
removal from properties.
They said they could deal
with such complaints through
other existing regulations,
like Temporary Use Permits,
health and safety regulations,
water drainage rules, and other
administrative tools.
After first suggesting
earlier this year that staff review
the bylaw and give it sharper
teeth, Area I director Andy
Davidoff found himself trying
to stop the bylaw from being
repealed.
“[You’re] repealing the
only tool that exists in Area I
for us to address people moving
massive amounts of soil for
purposes that are not in the
public’s interest,” he said.
“Let’s just leave this bylaw
alone, where it sits, and how
it applies.”
In the end, the RAC
committee decided to take no
further action on repealing the
bylaw.

Noise bylaw

• The RDCK is reviewing
and potentially expanding
its noise bylaw to include
more areas, but one director
wants to make sure it doesn’t
cause problems for farmers.
Andy Davidoff asked staff
to investigate whether or not
the Right to Farm Act could
be used to protect farmers
from unintended consequences
of any noise bylaw. Chief
Administrative Officer Stuart
Horn said staff would certainly
go over the Act to look at the
possibilities. He told directors
additions could be made to the
RDCK’s noise bylaw to ensure
small farm operations aren’t
affected.

Christmas
shopping?
Check out our
many gift ideas!!
• Fence posts
• Corral panels
• Fencing

Straw bales

$13.00

Peat Moss - $19.99

Kuradori Christmas sale now on
Wishing You Happy Holidays from all
of us @ HOME

We are limiting people to 4 customers in the store at any one time

Fir pellets by the pallet or in 1 tonne bulk bags (no delivery of bulk pellets)

Be winter prepared: snow shovels, safety salt, sandbags, insulation, heat tapes
— Bird food & suet —
Face masks are mandatory
Open 10-4 daily, including Sunday
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Nakusp council, November 23: Second Nakusp pot shop approved
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Nakusp Village Hall and the
Public Works offices are closed
to public walk-in traffic under the
new COVID-19 orders issued by
Provincial Health Officer Bonnie
Henry. The public is asked to call
ahead if you need to speak with
Village staff, as all meetings are by
appointment only. Masks will be
required in all public and common
areas in municipal offices as long as
the health order is in effect, which is
currently until December 7.

Zoning decisions

• A developer’s plan to tweak the
zoning of a property at 88 Nelson
Avenue across from the Leland
breezed through a public hearing
and approvals. The developer wants
to build a multi-story building over
five lots, with professional offices at
street level and strata townhouses
above.
“The new owners are applying
to rezone their property to allow for
the operation of a doctor or dentist
practice within the commercial space
of a newly constructed building,”
explained a staff report.
However, to do that, the zoning
had to be changed from Lakeshore
Development (LD-1) to Core
Commercial (C1).
No one spoke against the zoning
change, and councillors approved
it without comment. Mayor Tom
Zelznik, who’s related to the
developer, declared a conflict and
did not participate in the discussion
or vote.
• It was a significantly more
robust debate over approving a
second cannabis store in downtown

The Hungry Barber

Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm
313 Hwy 23, Nakusp
250-265-7258

Nakusp than the first go-around.
Fresh Cannabis, a company out of
Revelstoke, wants to open a retail
cannabis shop at 201 Broadway,
but needed to apply for a zoning
change to allow for site-specific use.
The Village received five written
submissions on the issue, and three
people attended the virtual meeting
to voice their opposition.
“I was told that’s not where
Nakusp wanted to be, allowing more
franchises to come into town,” said
Colin Hanet, owner of Mount Odin
Cannabis. He just opened Nakusp’s
first pot store a few months ago,
and said new competition when he
was just getting established would
“impact me very negatively.”
“We’re local, we’re keeping
everything local, we’re trying
to get as many BC growers into
the business as we can. We try to
give back to the community, that’s
our goal,” he said, adding he was
submitting a petition signed by 187
people showing opposition to the
second retail shop.
Other intervenors cited health
and safety concerns, and questioned
the need for more than one cannabis
shop in town.
Two council members agreed.
Councillor Ken Miller and Mayor
Zelznik voted against the proposal.
But it was Councillor Joseph Hughes’
argument that won the day.
“This isn’t a simple decision,
it’s very challenging,” he said. “But
as a small community, we need to
support a little bit of diversity in
options… sometimes the market
needs to decide what we have the
capacity for.”
The zoning amendment passed,
and Fresh Cannabis will be the first
company out of the gate under the
Village’s revised bylaw that allows
more than one cannabis retail shop.
A third potential company, which
has applied for zoning to set up a
retail outlet on the highway near the
golf course, has tabled its proposal
while it gathers more information
for council.

implemented November 19 have also
put a damper on the revenues from
the municipally owned hot springs.
The facility is being closed to nonresidents, at least until December 7,
the term of the current orders from
Dr. Bonnie Henry. The hot springs
chalets will also be closed for the
duration.
The new restrictions are going
to impact what was turning out as
a decent year for the facility. After
the shutdown earlier in the season,
revenues bounced back along with
the strong summer tourist season.
Even with the limits set by the
pandemic, the facility was showing
a profit of $35,700 for the first 10
months. That’s now evaporated.
“Our hope will be to end around
‘net-zero’ for the year, which is
still a possibility” said the Village’s
financial officer, Mark Tennant.
“Which I think would be a success
for the year, all things considered.”

The municipal campground had
a great season, despite COVID, as
people vacationed close to home
this year. While expecting to make
$80,000, the campground actually
took in $103,000 in revenue.
After salaries and expenses, the
campground showed a profit of
$28,055. That may change a bit as
the year’s last bills come due, but it
still will leave some revenue to work
with for the future.

were purchased by the Village in a tax
sale in September. The owners have
a year to get their properties out of
hock, or they could lose them.
The situation is a little more
pronounced for paying utility bills,
which were due August 31. Current
utilities outstanding as at November
15 were $119,700, said the CFO.
At the same point in time last year
there were $71,030 in unpaid fees for
water, sewer, and waste disposal. Any
utilities outstanding after December
31 will be added to arrears taxes.

unto Caesar that which is his. A
report from the CFO shows only 5%
of current taxes remain outstanding.
That’s on par with 2019. Late-paying
residents still owe a total of $109,042
for this year’s taxes. Some owners are
in arrears, or still owe on past years’
taxes, to the tune of $44,966. Two
properties delinquent from years past

The renovation of the Village’s
downtown is all but complete. Staff
reported that a small amount of
outstanding work will be completed
in the spring. “Not all invoices have
been received to date but we are
expecting the final costs to be around
10% under budget,” said Director of
Finance Mark Tennant.

Rosemary Hughes, a member of
the collective. “We have 51 children
accessing the Nakusp Food Bank.
That’s a lot.”
The collective’s events had
to be postponed after Provincial
Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry
announced new restrictions to try to
stem the growth of COVID-19 cases
in the province. Those restrictions
included cancelling any community
events for at least two weeks.
“We’ll have to see what she
says on December 7, and decide
from there,” says Hughes, referring
to the end date of the current list
of restrictions. The collective will

meet to decide alternative paths
to consulting with the community,
including possible online surveys
and virtual meetings.
Hughes says their new plans
will be announced in local media
and online.
The project has received $25,000
from the Union of BC Municipalities,
and $6,000 from Interior Health to
do the consultations.
Hughes says the project began
out of concern about food security
for residents of the Arrow Lakes
region, and a desire to enhance
Nakusp’s role as an agricultural
production hub for the area.

Campground revenues to
benefit Village

Broadway facelift
Nakuspians are mostly giving complete

Taxes due

Arrow Lakes food security consultations adjust to new COVID rules
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Plans to hold a series of
community meetings on food
security in the Arrow Lakes region
have been put on hold due to the
new restrictions handed down by
the provincial health officer in midNovember.
The Old Firehall Collective
was planning to hold meetings in
Nakusp, Fauquier and Burton late
in the month to talk about food
security.
“We wanted to go to the
grassroots, and talk to people about
their food security situation,” says

Well tender accepted

The project to build a third well
for the Village water supply has taken
another step. Council approved a
proposal from WSA Engineering
to do the project design, tendering
and management of the project for
$53,020.

Hot springs revenues
cooled by COVID

The new COVID restrictions

WANTED!

Black Bandit is looking for his forever
home. He is 1 year-old, very handsome
and very friendly. He has been a family
pet and is good with kids.
You can help get Black Bandit off this
WANTED poster. Call PALS today at
250-265-3792 to see if your home is
right for this big boy!
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Support
the Valley
Voice with
a voluntary
subscription
Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

The levy on Eagle Creek in Edgewood was shored up last month with large riprap. This is just a temporary measure to protect the stream bank
through the 2021 freshet, with permanent repairs planned for next season. The levy has been eroding over time, but was exacerbated by the
2019 freshet event. The Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD) contracted Galena
Contracting from Nakusp to do the job. “Reports back are that they did an excellent job,” says a FLNRORD spokesperson.
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Kaslo council, November 24: Youth delegate approved, COVID cash tops up Village coffers
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
• Kaslo City Hall is closed to public
walk-in traffic under the new COVID
orders issued by Provincial Health
Officer Bonnie Henry. The public is
asked to call ahead, as all meetings are
by appointment only. Masks will be
required in all public and common areas
in municipal offices as long as the health
order is in effect, which is currently until
December 7.
• The Village will receive $480,000
from the provincial government’s
COVID-19 Safe Restart to help with
funding shortfalls caused by the
pandemic, and related projects over
the next few years. How the money

will be spent will be decided in the
coming months, during the 2021 budget
planning and community consultation
cycle.
• There may be a new face at Village
council meetings in the new year.
Council has approved a plan to add a
‘youth council member’ to the group.
The position will be open to a Grade 11
or 12 student at JV Humphries school in
Kaslo, who will be appointed by council
for a term from September to June. This
year, the appointment would be from
January to June. The appointment is
for a year, but can be extended at the
participant’s request (and with the
approval of council). While the student
member of council cannot introduce,

second, or vote on motions, or count
as part of the quorum, they will be
welcome to take part in discussion.
The youth will also be encouraged to
take part in the annual Youth Parliament
in Victoria as Kaslo’s representative.
The delegate’s expenses for that trip
would be covered by the Village, but
they would not be eligible for other per
diems or expenses connected to their
participation on council. Staff will be
forwarding details of the motion to
JV Humphries to encourage students
to apply.
• The Village is setting up a system
to enable it to collect donations for
the new Kaslo Community Library.
Councillors approved a motion to create

by Jan McMurray
Brenton Industries owner Sean
Brenton has applied for a permit to
operate a gravel pit on part of his
property at the south entrance to Kaslo.
He hopes to have a public forum as
soon as possible to answer questions
and address community concerns about
the application, and is working with
the mines inspector on the logistics of
a public process during a pandemic.
He assured that the forum will be
advertised.
“I recognize and understand why
residents of Kaslo and the surrounding
area would have a concern around it,”
Brenton said in an interview. “When
people think gravel pit, they think big,
loud machines making a racket all the
time. But with the volume of material
Kaslo consumes on an annual basis,
the reality is that this gravel pit will be
very small scale.”
Brenton said he plans to have a
processing plant come to the property
once or twice a year. “So for one to two
weeks every year, there might be gravel
production happening. The rest of the
time, the land will sit there silently with
pre-made products on it, and every now
and then a dump truck will come and
the loader will load it onto the dump
truck,” he said. “There will be days and
days with nothing happening. It’s not
like a big gravel pit in Vancouver with
a steady convoy of trucks.”
Brenton purchased a large piece
of land at the south end of Kaslo in
2018. He has sold some of it, and
plans to create 20 serviced, accessible
residential lots for sale with the
remainder. One of the remaining lots
is where he’d like to have a gravel
pit – and this lot would also eventually
become residential.
Brenton sees that the gravel pit and
his development plans complement
one another. “As an excavation
contractor and a developer, I’d be able
to manufacture my own material for
things like road building, bedding for
utilities, and drain rock for septics,”
he said. “This would lower my
development costs, rather than buying
material at retail prices. Also, I can
potentially make money by selling the
product that can be reinvested into the
development of the land.”
Brenton also wants to move the
material on the proposed gravel pit
property to improve the view for the
other lots.

Brenton has applied to mine 38,000
cubic metres of gravel from the site,
after having the surveying done to
determine how much material is there.
He estimates he’ll need 5,000 cubic
metres for his development project,
leaving 33,000 metres to sell. The
processing plant that will come for a
week once a year would produce about
3,000 cubic metres of material, he said.
Brenton guessed it would take 1025 years to exhaust the gravel pit, but
it could be shorter if there were a big
project that needed a lot of material. “It
would depend on the demand,” he said.
Brenton’s application says his
hours of operation will be Monday to
Friday from 7 am to 5 pm. “For that
one week of the year, there would be
the noise of the processing, and the rest
of the year, it would fall silent again,”
said Brenton. He said the noise would
be the drone of a diesel engine and the
sound of heavy iron, but no squealing
or squeaking. There is also a quieter
alternative to the backup beepers on
loaders, he says.

Brenton also has a Dust
Management Plan, as required in the
application process. “I’ll try not to do
work in the dustiest time of year, but if
I must, I’ll use water to help with dust
suppression and I’ll be controlling the
speed of the vehicles.”
Brenton doesn’t have a timeline
for the residential development project.
He says he is developing as he can
afford to.
The proposed gravel pit is “smack
dab in the centre of the property I
purchased – halfway between the
highway and the lake, and halfway
between Esso and the golf course,”
Brenton said, adding that it won’t be
visible from the highway.
“The processing will be very short
lived, and otherwise it’s just a pile of
gravel sitting there, and you won’t be
able to see it from the highway.
“The concept is to take the material
that’s there that I’d like to move, make
it into a usable product that will assist in
the development project, and ultimately
create a residential property there.”

submitted
Despite the forced closure of the
Kaslo Auxiliary Society’s thrift store,
the organization has worked to move
forward in 2020.
“Our mandate includes ‘to support
the life-long health and well-being of
our community’; as for many this year,
[that] has also become problematic,”
the society says in a release. “Due to
COVID-19 we had to close our thrift
store, our main fundraiser, and we are
now in the process of improving the
inside to comply with the new health
guidelines.”
Many groups have contributed
time, money or energy to the thrift
store renovation project, including
the Columbia Basin Trust, the Osprey
Community Foundation, and the
Community Fund of North Kootenay
Lake Society.
“The council of the Village of Kaslo
has also been very supportive. The
thrift store now has sewer and water
connection,” the society says. “And
thank you to all the volunteers, so many
wonderful people who donated their
time in getting the thrift store ready for
these improvments. Their hard work and
initiative has been inspiring.”

Despite the thrift store closure for
seven months, the hospital auxiliary has
continued to provide monthly financial
support for the hospital residents’
activities. It has paid out a bursary to
a JVH graduate going into the medical
field with plans to return and serve
in Kaslo, made several purchases for
the hospital, and supported several
community groups.
Since 1902, the Kaslo hospital
auxiliary has been fundraising to
purchase equipment for the Kaslo
hospital, patient and resident needs.
For updates and contact information,
follow the auxiliary on Facebook at
VHKAS Thrift Store.
Monetary donations can be made
via bank: KSCU #25098 or etransfer to
wammon08@gmail.com or by cheque
to VHKAS, Box 607, Kaslo, BC. V0G
1M0. Tax receipts over $20.

Gravel pit proposed for south entrance of Kaslo

Kaslo Hospital Auxiliary endures
despite COVID restrictions

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

Call 833-501-1700
for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

a ‘Library Capital Reserve’ to assist in
fundraising for the new community
facility.
“The fund will be called the Library
Capital Reserve Fund, so Council could
not, on a whim at some time in future,
change the fund for another purpose,”
the council report reads.
Money in the fund can only go
towards buying the land, planning,
development and construction of the
new library.
The land for the building, on Fifth
Ave, was purchased earlier this fall
with the help of a $180,000 grant from
the Columbia Basin Trust. The Kaslo
and District Public Library will be
raising $120,000 for its share of the lot
purchased.
“The Village is covering the amount
in the short term until the funds are
raised,” a report to council reads. “The
KDPL also intends to raise funds and
pursue grants towards construction
costs.”
The Village has applied for an
Invest Canada Infrastructure Grant that
could cover 73.3% of the construction
costs.
• The Village has reworked its plans
for the Kaslo River Dike Project. The
flood mitigation and riverbank repair
work was expected to start last year, and
the Village received $304,000 from the
Union of BC Municipalities to pay for
the work. However, “we received word
from the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans in August, 2020 that the approval
process will involve an authorization
from their department, which could take
months,” a report to council indicates.

The Village has submitted a revised
application to UBCM for the original
project, and a second application for
work to complete the job. The work will
now see four of the six identified work
sites tackled in a first phase, and two sites
covered in the second. The second phase
is budgeted at $146,000.
• Council meetings will be starting
an hour earlier in the new year. Council
approved a new meeting schedule that
includes a 6 pm start time for both the
Committee of the Whole and regular
council meetings
• Councillors approved the list
of the boards each will be sitting on,
representing the Village’s interests.
Each councillor has at least a half-dozen
boards they take part on regularly,
including the library, housing society,
Chamber of Commerce, and Historical
Society.

Since
Since1986
1986

We have great gift selection in-store slippers, jewellery, pottery,
Chocofellar treats and more.
Open Monday-Saturday
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
ANYONE NEEDING a food hamper
living from Hills to Enterprise Creek call
Sue 358-7787 or Syl 358-2676. Christmas
requests should be in by December 10.
THE SLOCAN LAKE ARENA
SOCIETY needs your financial help to
operate during the 20/21 winter season.
COVID restrictions prevented the usual
fundraising; however, with protocols in
place for safety, we plan to open the arena
for local public use. We appreciate any
financial help offered. Please send cheques
to Box 445, New Denver V0G 1S0.
GET OUT this winter and make tracks
to VALHALLA HILLS NORDIC SKI
TRAILS. Club membership includes
season pass, 1 free lesson before the New
Year (adults). In addition, Jackrabbits,
racing programs and discounted rentals
(children and youth). For sign-up, Zone4.ca,
keyword: ‘Valhalla.’ Valhalla Hills ski trails
are located halfway between New Denver
and Nakusp. Off highway parking and 8
kms of classic and skate groomed trails

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

from easy to very difficult. Membership fees
and daily passes help to pay for parking lot
ploughing and trail grooming. Small snow
cat being sought, large donations needed
for matching funds with grants applications.
Please, no toxic fluorinated ski waxes at
Valhalla Hills Nordic trails. hillsnordic@
gmail.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY
to live your dream and own your own
business. Become the proud owner of the
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the
main street of New Denver. The newspaper
business can provide a modest living for you
and your family, and wonderful community
connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and

CLASSIFIED ADS

ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

THE NORTH VALLEY Mountain
Film Festival is now accepting
submissions of short films and digital
slideshows for its 2021 event. Visit www.
northvalleyfilmfestival.com for event
information and submission guidelines
or email inquires to northvalleyfilmfest@
gmail.com

CARD OF THANKS

HUGE THANK YOU to all the businesses
in Silverton, New Denver and Nakusp, and
the Villages of Silverton and New Denver.
Lucerne School greatly appreciated your

Next Valley Voice
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H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
Your ad could
2019
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun 226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA
$11.00 + GST
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

BIG DOG MUSIC

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

complicated our relationships. Many of
us are struggling to deal with anger and
conflict in our families, community, and
on Facebook. Join a Zoom conversation
acknowledging our difficulties and
looking for places of mutual support and
compassionate action. Sunday, December
6, 4-6 pm; facilitated by Therese DesCamp.
Sponsored by New Denver Hospice
(funding provided by RDCK), and TurnerZion United Church. To register email
admin@newdenverhospice.ca or call
250-551-6190. For more information
https://newdenverhospice.com/events/
compassionate-communities/

AVALANCHE SKILLS TRAINING
LEVEL 1 in Kaslo. With Vitamin Ski
Guiding Services. Learn how to stay safe in
the backcountry and make better decisions
in avalanche terrain. Jan. 8-10 & 18-20.
(1 evening and 2 days) Classroom portion
can be joined online. Small groups, private
tailored courses available. Email Melissa
at mountain.jenna@gmail.com www.
vitaminski.ca
HELP! WHAT’S WRONG WITH
E V E RY B O D Y ? C O V I D - 1 9 h a s

KASLO RENTAL: One bedroom suite.
Very clean. No smoking, no pets. $750/
month + utilities. 250-353-2130.
COZY, FULLY FURNISHED CABIN
to rent in Rosebery. Hydro and water fees
included. NS/Pets negotiable. References
required. Proof of Job/$$. Available December
-June 2021. $1200/month: 250-354-9577.

COMING EVENTS

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Buying/Selling
Gold & Silver
250-353-7844
Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

AGRICULTURE

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU
Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?
We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Holiday Sale
Everything 10% off!
Now Open Every Day:
Mon–Sat, 11 am - 4 pm
Sunday, Noon - 3 pm

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00
Call 833-501-1700 for details

Valley Exchange

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

FOR RENT

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –
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willingness to help students participate
in week-long work experience in spite of
COVID. Thanks!
THE BOTTLE RETURNS keep
happening. Many thanks from both Al and
Katrina. The proceeds from the bottles help
the school and community. We appreciate
your donations. Katrina accepts bottles at
her house and Al accepts them at his.
THANKS YRB WINLAW from the
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society for
donating and installing some concrete
blocks around our Lemon Creek Trailhead.
Your willingness to support volunteer
groups like ours is greatly appreciated.

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358 - 6806
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

FREE

DRESSER, JUICER, mattresses and box
springs, dishes, household items (various).
Whatever you need, I may have it. 250-3582886 or 250-358-2889. Leave a message
and I’ll get right back to you.

in a high volume, short-order kitchen
environment is preferred. We also have an
opening for a dishwasher. To apply, please
send resume to jobs@kaslohotel.com or
drop it off at the Kaslo Hotel, 430 Front
St., Kaslo.

IN MEMORIAM

IN LOVING MEMORY of
Matthew George
August 20, 1960-December 7, 2003

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning
clients for therapeutic and relaxation
treatments. Clean, quiet, professional
office located in Winlaw. Mobile available.
Jessica Coonen RMT 250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE!
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-5518505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.

HELP WANTED

CAREGIVER WANTED – Part time,
immediately. 67-year-old man in Silverton.
250-358-2756.
LINE COOKS AND SOUS CHEF:
The Kaslo Hotel currently has immediate
openings for line cooks and a sous chef
to join our team. Two years experience

There has been built a bridge over broken
dreams
And a rainbow made from all our tears.
(O’Connell)
Love you, love you, love you constantly.

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY
NOTICES

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo,
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t
get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com/
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. Drop-in
Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon Street, Nelson.
Nelson and District Seniors Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN
is looking for all the things taken from

the hotel as follows: all the archive
pictures that were displayed in hallway,
BA sign orange and blue, grandfather
clock, air conditioners in all the rooms,
5 old yellow hockey jerseys in frame
with broken glass, and numerous other
things. Please return, no questions
asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for people who have witnessed:
heavy machinery driving on our septic
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

SERVICES

B L A Z E K I N G / VA L L E Y
COMFORT Wood, Electric & Oil
specialist: sales, installations, service
inspection & consultations. Duct
cleaning & sanitizing; Ductwork,
Chimneys, Oil tank removals, BC
ventilation solutions & HRV design and
installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace
Ltd. 250-355-0088.
JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and
“B”-ticket gasfitter for new construction
or renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or
email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.
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Silverton curling rink
needs your support

submitted
The Slocan Lake Arena Society
needs your help to keep the lights
on – and the ice in – at the Silverton
community facility.
“We were unable to proceed
with the FUNdraising activities that
routinely take place during the year,”
says a release from the society. “We
are asking for your assistance to raise
the approximately $8,000 necessary to
operate the current facility.”
The largest expense is the electricity
required to keep the ice surface optimal.
“Volunteers have worked hard
for generations to ensure that families
from Hills to Enterprise Creek have a
safe location to learn this extremely
Canadian skill,” the society adds.
Cheques – consider them a gift to
the next generation -- can be made to
the Slocan Lake Arena Society, Box
445, New Denver, V0G 1S0.
Tax receipts can be issued for
amounts over $20 if contact information
is supplied. For further information,
contact Carol Pengally at 250-3582717.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
muralsbytim@gmail.com

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Wired by Alex

SOLID
PLAN
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(250) 358-7922

skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall
& Co.

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

mobile

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Winter Hours
10 – 5 Mon – Sat Nov – Feb
Closed Sundays & Long Weekends

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Your ad could
be here for only
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Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

CONSTRUCTION,
LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS
Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278
• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

River Bardati
250-354-9535

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY
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New parking regulations for the Nelson & District Community Complex

submitted
The Regional District of
Central Kootenay (RDCK) board
has approved a service agreement
between the RDCK and the City
of Nelson for bylaw enforcement
to monitor the Nelson & District
Community Complex (NDCC)
parking lot. Effective December 1,
2020, the NDCC lot will be a two-

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
December 11
2020

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

hour parking zone, from 9 am to
5 pm, and enforced by the City of
Nelson. Violators will be subject to
ticketing and/or potential towing.
The agreement was reached
after in-depth research was
conducted to monitor, evaluate
and consider options to address the
negative impact of unauthorized
parking at the NDCC parking
lot. Parking capacity has been an
ongoing challenge for residents
in the area attempting to access
services at the NDCC due to nonenforcement. The goal is to create
more parking opportunities for
NDCC users, while supporting
an effective approach to parking
enforcement that is consistent with
other areas throughout the City of
Nelson.
Bylaw enforcement will begin

coming events
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with an education program during
the month of December. Vehicles
will be monitored by enforcement
officers and warnings for failing
to comply will be issued to ensure
the community is provided with
adequate time to adjust to the
changes.
“We do not want to ticket our
community members; however, we

need to create accessible options
for our diverse community to park
within reach of the facility to allow
access for those with mobility
issues, large equipment and young
children to reach us safely,”
said Marty Benson, Manager
of Recreation, NDCC. “We
have heard from our community
members how important this issue

is for everyone. We encourage
everyone to work together with
us to support appropriate parking
lot usage.”
For more information on the
new parking regulations or any
questions you might have, contact
Jodi Vousden, Assistant Manager
of Recreation at jvousden@rdck.
bc.ca or 250-354-4383 ext. 5129.

submitted
Silverton resident and LACE
board member Carol Bell is
working on a book about the Bosun
Hall and the Donation Store, and
is asking people to submit their
stories.
“Compelling stories and
memories about both locations
have been shared for many years,”

she says. “For over 100 years,
the Bosun Hall has played an
influential part in the lives of many
people.”
Performers, community
groups, weddings and movies
“have imbued the Bosun Hall with
community spirit,” she says, and
more recently, the Donation Store
has become part of that community

spirit. The Donation Store is a
source of operational funding for
the hall.
Those with stories to share
are asked to send them to Box
68, Silverton, BC V0G 2B0 or to
carolbellbc@gmail.com. Stories
should be under 1,000 words and
can be accompanied by photos. The
deadline is January 30.

Stories about Bosun Hall and Donation Store wanted

EDUCATION

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio
Tuesday

THRU

Friday

– By Appointment –

358-7769

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

BOOKS

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver
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TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on
Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions or
simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Nelson
Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

Your ad could
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$11.00 + GST

ADVERTISING
SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you on-line—and in person.
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stjautomotive@gmail.com
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Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues.

GIFTS
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BC’s Site C Dam: Where do we go from here?
by Moe Lyons
“I have always thought it was
going to be Mother Earth who was
going to stop this project.” This from
Judith Sayers, board member of
Clean Energy BC and president of
the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council,
and one of four panelists on a
November 26 webinar sponsored
by The Narwhal magazine. The
other panelists were West Moberly
First Nations Chief Roland Willson,
former BC Hydro president and
CEO Marc Eliesen, and Sarah Cox,
the magazine’s award-winning BC
reporter and author of Breaching
the Peace. The webinar was titled,
‘BC’s Site C Dam: Where do we go
from here?’
All the panelists agree the project
should be stopped, and should never
have gone ahead in the first place.
Where we should go, they all agree,
is away from this project. What we
should do is ramp up the pressure on
government to recognize this fact. “I
don’t know if Horgan is going to be
brave enough to make this decision,”
Sayers said. “I think we need to help

him to get there.”
The panelists are alarmed that
the independent watchdog, the BC
Utilities Commission (BCUC),
which presented numerous questions
and concerns about the project, has
been, as Cox says, “completely
rebuffed” in favour of an upcoming
report by Peter Milbourn, a policy
analyst and economist handpicked by government. Cox is
particularly critical of this choice,
saying Milbourn “does not have the
technical background or expertise
to investigate Site C’s problems, nor
does he have the time needed to do
so.” She states, “The government
is looking for ways to continue
the project, not to cancel it.” The
panelists wonder if the report will
even be made public.
Cox has encountered endless
problems in reporting on this project.
She says she has never encountered
such secrecy on any project. One
alarming fact she found is that Hydro
has given out millions of dollars of
“direct award contracts,” meaning no
bidding ever took place.

Roland Willson and the West
Moberly First Nation have tried to
go the legal route to stop the dam, to
no avail. They still have a civil suit
in progress.
“We’re not opposed to energy,”
says Willson, “we are opposed to the
destruction of the valley. Because
it is all that is left, it is even more
valuable. There are much better
choices.” He says First Nations
wanted to have a discussion about
how to meet BC’s need for energy
sovereignty by other means, but
they were never allowed to have that
discussion.
According to Sayers, the project
has been a “huge disappointment”
and “a slap in the face” to Indigenous
people. She says to create an apparent
need for the power generated by the
dam, the provincial government
terminated many environmentally
responsible energy projects First
Nations had underway, and they were
promised economic opportunities to
make up for that fact. “Nothing,” she
said, “has materialized.”
Not only will the dam destroy

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
While COVID-19 case numbers
remain relatively low in the Arrow
Lakes and Slocan Valley region, a
community cluster in Revelstoke in
late November demonstrated how
quickly that situation can change.
On November 25, officials with
Interior Health reported that 29
people in the mountain town were
diagnosed with COVID-19 – and
they are bracing for more.
“Cases at this time have an
average age in the low 30s,” said a
release from IH. “Additional cases
are not unexpected as the public
health investigation continues.”
Overall numbers are creeping
up in the Interior Health Region,
which goes from the Alberta border
to Kamloops and Kelowna. Besides
Revelstoke to the north, Salmo in
the south of the region also had a
community cluster in November.
That was last estimated at 24 cases
about two weeks ago.
On November 30, the Province
reported 212 new cases over the
weekend for Interior Health, for a
total of more than 490 cases that are
active and in isolation.
Fifteen people are in Interior
Health hospitals, and five are in
intensive care – more than double
in a week. Since the start of the
outbreak, there have been 1,750
cases in the health region, and three
deaths.
Across the province, there were
8,855 active cases reported as of the
weekend. More than 46 people died
in the same time period.
The cluster and rising numbers
across the region demonstrate why
the Province’s new restrictions are
in place even in rural areas, Health
Minister Adrian Dix said late last
month.
“We don’t associate COVID-19
up to now with Revelstoke, but
you’re seeing that,” he said in a

recent town hall. “And what that
tells us is that it’s everywhere, and
in every community, and that’s
why some of the orders that were
regional orders a couple weeks ago
are provincial orders.”
Interior Health – and the province
as a whole – is asking people to limit
all non-essential travel, including
staying at home, or in your home
community, “skiing at your own
ski hill, only going to restaurants
with your family bubble, as well
as following all other public health
safety precautions,” a release said.
“People are taking the actions

they need to, and that is extremely
gratifying,” Chief Public Health
Officer Bonnie Henry said last
Monday.

Revelstoke COVID cluster a reminder for locals
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Jim Mellor
February 7, 1932 –
November 10, 2020

Our hearts are saddened by the
loss of our friend James (Jim) Hay
Mellor. He passed away November
10th, 2020 while on his morning walk
in New Denver, B.C.
Jim was born in Toronto, Ontario.
He joined the Navy in 1950 at age 18
and spent 5 years travelling while in
the service.
He loved his walks each day
and enjoyed his visits and chats with
those he met along the way and was keen to help with the outdoor chores
of his friends. He was a hands-on man always working with the basic
tools. He took down many trees with an axe, or cross-cut saw, bow saws,
steel wedges and sledgehammer. In the winter many people were blessed
and surprised to see their snow already shovelled after a snowy night.
He was also a man with a generous and gentle heart and supported a
variety of charities over the years. He lived a simple life but with purpose
and concern for others. He was a teacher at heart and especially liked his
time as a volunteer reading tutor in the schools.
Jim enjoyed playing his harmonicas and spoons and scrabble with
friends. He was an avid reader and wrote and read a lot of poetry. While
in Nakusp he played many games of pool and horseshoes with his buddy
Ben Carson.
A rambling man over the years but thankful he found his peace and
place on the Arrow lakes and Slocan area.
Jim we will miss you, so glad you were a part of our lives here.
Jim is survived by his brother Robert H. Mellor of Welland, Ontario.
He was predeceased by his sister Joan and brother Donald in 2016.
At Jim’s request there will be no service. Donations to local charities
in his memory would be something he would appreciate.

Indigenous lives, irreplaceable
farmland, and biodiversity, opponents
are convinced it is going to collapse,
with untold consequences. They
point out that the dam is built on
Shaftesbury shale, which is soft,
sedimentary and porous to water.
Cox states the land is “not stable
enough to build the dam right now
and they don’t know how to fix it.”
Also, nowhere in the world has an
L-shaped earth dam of this scale
ever been built, never mind on an
unstable base.
Marc Eliesen has been opposed
to this dam since 1993, when he
was CEO of BC Hydro. At that
time, he declared the project was
dead “for two reasons. The fiscal
exposure is too great... the dam is
too costly. Also it is environmentally
unacceptable.” He has never wavered
in his opposition. He says “Horgan
lied” when he said they needed to
continue with Site C because the
losses from terminating it would
affect the Province’s operational
budget. This is simply not true,
says Eliesen. It would not have any
immediate catastrophic impact, as
those losses would be amortized
over 70 years.
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He is very concerned no
one knows what to do now that
the geotechnical problems are
increasingly evident. “If the costs
are infinite and you don’t know if
you have a safe project, there is no
reasonable thing to do but stop.”
In response to webinar
participants’ questions about what
they can do, panelists urged them to
write to Premier Horgan, their MLA,
Energy Minister Bruce Ralston and
their local paper and tell them it is
“completely reckless” to continue to
erect a generating station if you don’t
know if it will work. “People have
to rise up and say no,” says Cox. “It
has to become a real hot potato that
Horgan just has to deal with.”
The Site C dam is a
1,100-megawatt hydro dam currently
under construction on the Peace
River in northeastern BC. The dam
has been proposed since the 1970s
and, if completed, would be the third
dam on the Peace River. With a price
tag of $10.7 billion (and climbing),
the Site C dam is the most expensive
publicly funded infrastructure project
in BC history. The project has been
controversial from its beginnings
in 1971.

Robert William
Robins
December 3rd, 1945 –
November 17th, 2020
Nakusp, B.C.

We are deeply saddened by the loss
of Robert (Bob) Robins. He passed away
November 17th 2020, peacefully in his
home with his family by his side, after a
long battle with cancer.
Bob was born in Nakusp, B.C. to
Olive and William Robins. At a young age he moved to East Arrow Park with
his family. In his early twenties he bought a home in Burton where he raised his
family and lived for over 50 years. He took pride in his land, animals and raising
his children on his beautiful property. Bob was an active member of the Burton
community, including helping to build the new Burton School.
Bob enjoyed riding quads, fishing, hunting, ball and horses. Bob was very
active with the Burton Old Timers ball team, where he played first base. This
gave him so much joy and it is where he gained many long-lasting friendships.
His love of horses started as a child as he would never go anywhere without
his Imaginary horse. He spent most of his adult life training, breeding, and
loving his horses.
As is common in the Arrow Lakes, Bob’s life-long career was in the logging
industry. In his early teens he began logging with his father Bill. His logging
and machinery careers were extensive, eventually he owned his own logging
truck, which he took great pride in.
Bob exuded strength, determination, confidence and compassion. A man
who was strong with large but gentle hands and loving arms, protected everyone
around him. Strong exterior but gentle heart, never afraid to say he cares. Adored
by his children, grandchildren and respected by many.
Bob is Survived by his children; Wade Robins (Dorothy), Darren Robins
(Juneifer), Nadine Robins (Steven Craig), Lorraine Robins (Gary August).
Grandchildren; Cody, Kirk, Colby, Morgan, Kylee, Mackenzie, and Kieran.
Siblings; Bernard Robins (June), Janis Dahlen (Dan Freeman), Kenny Robins
(Lorette), Patti Lythgoe, Karen Spavor (John), Brenda Scott (Jody).
Bob is also survived by many many nieces, nephews, and great nieces and
great nephews.
He was predeceased by his son; Jonathan Robins, father; William Robins,
and mother; Olive Robins.
He will be sadly missed by many life long friends and co-workers of the
logging industry.
A celebration of life will be held at a later date.
His family would like to extend a special thank you to the Arrow Lakes
Hospital staff, Ambulance Attendants, Home Nursing staff and Royal Canadian
Legion for their support and kindness. Thank you to Valley Funeral Home for
handling the arrangements with care and compassion.
It is comforting to have the support of so many in our small community of
Nakusp during this difficult time.
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COMMUNITY

Slocan Community Healthcare Auxiliary Society celebrates 110 years
to a close, the organization takes a look
back at its history.
The auxiliary formed in 1910. At

that time, the auxiliary ladies were
helping to get the hospital started
by earning funds for equipment and
supplies. They mended sheets, and
tore up old ones to make bandages and
diapers. They also did a lot of canning
for the hospital patients.
Later on, the auxiliary started
helping with the flu clinics, baby
clinics and mammography van visits.
They began holding monthly teas
and singalongs for residents in the
Pavilion, supplying birthday cakes,

Martin Horswill
1944-2020

Martin (Marty) Erle Horswill was
born in Nelson, BC to parents Jack and
Margaret Horswill on March 14, 1944.
He passed away at the age of 76 in his
home on Monday, November 9, 2020
with his beloved wife, Lena Horswill,
by his side. Marty is also survived by
his children, Tobie Horswill (Myriam),
Stephen Horswill, Andrea Gomez
(Barry), Anitra Kovacs (John), and
Malaika Horswill (Brent), his brothers,
Bill Horswill and Mike Horswill
(Judy), numerous grandchildren, nephews and nieces.
Marty spent his young years alongside his older brothers playing and
swimming at the Point, attending Camp Koolaree, fishing up Duhamel Creek
and singing in the Nelson Boys Choir. He adventured out to live in other places
including Minnesota for post-secondary schooling, Quebec, South Sudan, and
Papua New Guinea, eventually returning to his much-loved Nelson.
Throughout his life, Marty selflessly dedicated himself to causes that were
close to his heart. He had a keen interest in history and learning from the past,
which lead him to a focus on enhancing the lives of others, both through his
profession and volunteerism. He was an unwavering advocate for change and
social justice.
In the 1960s Marty headed off to East Africa with CUSO, an adventurous
start to what turned out to be a diverse career path. In 1972, he was part of a
small group who started a municipal political party, The Nelson Civic Group.
By 1974, he was working with the Community Resources Board (CRB) as
an administrator, job placement coordinator, and manager of the Silver King
Workshop. The CRB over time morphed into one of Nelson’s key non-profits;
Nelson CARES. In the 1980s, Marty returned to CUSO, working in both South
Sudan and Papua New Guinea as a field director. In 1989, he became a Nelson
City Councillor. His political life also included twice seeking a provincial NDP
nomination and an unsuccessful run for mayor. He later worked with Forest
Stewardship Council BC, a job that was a mix of fundraising, public relations
and lobbying, a role which he described as the most challenging and interesting
of his professional life. Marty also played a key role in the creation of the Osprey
Community Foundation, the first meeting taking place in his Blewett home.
It was in 1985 at a CUSO meeting in Ottawa where Marty and Lena’s
paths crossed. Both having been unlucky in love, they started a romance that
lasted and grew, merging family and cultures together. Marty, a quiet thinker
and an introvert, and Lena, an extrovert, complemented each other well, and
admired each other’s differences. Marty adored Lena and was a loving and
doting husband. They created a life together focused on family, friendship
and community.
Marty developed cherished, lifelong friendships, and nurtured them with his
impressive cooking and baking skills. His Yorkshire pudding, borscht, seafood
crepes and huckleberry pie were some of his favourite recipes – around which
many wonderful memories were created. In his spare time, Marty tended to his
gardens, loved a good movie with a bowl of popcorn, and was an avid reader.
Music was ever-present in Marty’s life, starting as a child with his
involvement in the Nelson Boys Choir and continuing in the Nelson Choral
Society and Amy Ferguson Institute, and countless other musical endeavours.
More recently, he was one of the founding members of the Living Room
Classics. Marty was also the producer of, and secured much of the funding for,
the Nelson Community Opera production of KHAOS.
Marty was a self-taught carpenter and landscaper, designing and building
his own family home in Blewett, complete with beautiful ponds and gardens.
Those close to Marty were always impressed by his physical strength and
stamina. When he attended to a task he was fully committed, methodical and
precise. Perhaps these traits were inherited or learned from having a father and
grandfather in the hardware business.
After selling the house and moving back into Nelson, Marty continued to
develop the property in Blewett as a sanctuary for his family. The pond contained
his much-loved Koi, a dock, sandy beach, and a raft he built for the grandkids
this past summer. Marty was in the midst of completing a Japanese Pavilion in
the centre of the pond which his friends have lovingly committed to completing.
Marty will be greatly missed by all those who loved him and will be
remembered for his kind and caring nature, and dedication to his community.
He was the guy with the twinkle in his eye, whistling or humming away.
Although losing Marty has left a big hole in our hearts, we will remember him
when sitting back with a hot coffee and enjoying the scenery of the Nelson
area, or while getting into a good book, listening to an opera, or engaging in
community action for the better of future generations.
A small gathering to honour Marty’s life will be organized when it is safe
for all of us to be together. If desired, donations can be made to the Osprey
Community Foundation, Community Fund.

tray favours on holidays and flowers
for their tables. They decorated the
Pavilion for Christmas, and held an
annual Hospital Day Tea in honour of
Florence Nightingale’s birthday. They
sponsored Valentine’s dances, the May
Days bingo booth, and helped with the
May Days floats.
“There have been many changes
over the years but our volunteer
commitment to improving patient care
and comfort has never wavered,” says
auxiliary president Barbara Lahner.

“Today we are a small group of 11
dedicated members still raising funds
by bake sales, raffles, crafts, show case
and donations.”
Lahner said the auxiliary is grateful
for the continued support from local
businesses, the community at large,
private and public funders, and all who
make their accomplishments possible.
Anyone interested in joining the
auxiliary or helping out in any way is
encouraged to contact Lahner at 3582653.
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submitted
As the Slocan Community
Healthcare Auxiliary’s 110th year comes
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The Slocan Community Health Centre Auxiliary receives congratulations on its 110th anniversary from the BC Association of Healthcare Auxiliaries.
L to R: Marion Mathews, Thelma Fox, Barb Lahner, Colin Moss, Janice Found, Chris Hildebrand. Missing: Ami Mori, Peggy Broom, Dawn Lindstein,
Wanda Palmer, and lifetime member Agnes Emary.

NIGHT CHATTER

You’re a bird migrating at night
and feel chatty. Why? In rough
weather, it helps you stay close
to your flock, prevent crashes,
and warn fellow flyers of dangers
like skyscrapers ahead. But you
don’t sing or cheep—you buzz or
whistle, usually for no more than
half a second. Each species has its
own signature night sound.

