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by Jan McMurray
The Village of Slocan is getting a 

huge grant from the Columbia Basin 
Trust for the purchase of the old mill 
site.

“We are extremely thrilled to 
announce that the Columbia Basin 
Trust, through their Land Acquisition 
Program, has granted the Village 
$450,000 towards the purchase of the 
mill site property!” says a press release 
issued by the Village on September 14. 

The $1.5 million sale of the 
property to the Village closed on 
September 15.

The press release says that council 
“will be embarking on an exciting 
path moving into 2021 – inviting the 
community to take part in a visioning 
process for the mill site and for 
Slocan as a whole – in anticipation 
of an Official Community Plan 
(OCP) update.”

The purchase was a popular topic 
during public participation at the 
September 14 council meeting. All 
residents who spoke expressed support 
for the purchase.

One resident, however, after 
congratulating council on the 
acquisition, said he felt there was a 
lack of transparency on the part of 
council. “One day, out of the blue, 
I heard Slocan bought it. I don’t 
disagree, but I feel we could be more 
of a team in this thing,” he said.

Mayor Lunn explained that when 
the price of the property dropped 
from $2.3 million to $1.6 million, the 
Village had to make a quick decision, 
and was given a very tight timeline to 
close the deal. “We tried to get it out 
to the public quickly,” she said. “We 
were as transparent as we could be.”

Councillor Joel Pelletier added, “A 
lot of the community isn’t aware that 
the Village was always interested [in 
buying the property] but we couldn’t 
afford it. But as soon as the price 
dropped, we could afford it, so we 
decided to move on it.”

Councillor Ezra Buller said 
there was another offer on the 
property – another reason council 
had to act quickly. “There’s a big 
fear factor but we can all see the big 
picture – how good this is for our kids 
and grandkids,” he said.

Councillor Madeleine Perriere 
pointed out that the Village was able to 
move quickly on the purchase because 
approval from the electorate wasn’t 
necessary, as the Village is debt free. 
“We didn’t need assent from the people 
on the financing because the Village 
had no debts, so we could borrow up to 
$845,000 without asking the people,” 
she said. 

The bylaw authorizing the loan 
of up to $845,000 was adopted at 
the council meeting. Chief Financial 
Officer Colin McClure explains in a 
written report to council that the $1.5 
million purchase price is proposed 
to be covered with the $845,000 
loan, $180,000 from the Village’s 
land sale reserve, and $475,000 from 
general surplus. He says the annual 
servicing cost of the 30-year loan 
could be covered by funding from 
the small community grant and the 
RDCK Community Development 
grant, a $14,000 reduction in operating 
expenses, and a proposed 3% tax 
increase.

However, now that the CBT grant 
has been announced, there is an extra 
$450,000 in the mix. CAO Michelle 

Gordon told the Valley Voice that 
although council hasn’t yet discussed 
this, “it’s probably safe to say” that 
the grant will be used to reduce the 
$475,000 proposed to be taken from 
general surplus.

The Village has over $1 million in 
general surplus, Mayor Lunn told the 
public at the council meeting.

One resident asked about the 3% 

CBT contributes $450,000 to Slocan mill site purchase
tax increase. The CAO explained 
that taxes typically increase by 3% 
annually, which comes to about $21 
for the average taxpayer. The resident 
pointed out that as property values 
increase, so will the $21. 

“Those conversations will be had 
during budget discussions,” the CAO 
replied.

“I think we should aim for a 

10-year project,” Councillor Perriere 
said. “Remediation needs to be done. 
We don’t have any investors breaking 
down our door to get their money back. 
It’s the people of Slocan’s. We are not 
planning to fail. This development 
should be a 10-year development.”

“The intent is to have a robust 
community consultation process,” 
Mayor Lunn said.

The Columbia Basin Trust has announced a $450,000 contribution towards the Village of Slocan’s purchase of the old Slocan mill site.
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HOW SMOKE  
AFFECTS BIRDS

Birds have air sacs throughout their bodies, 
even in bones, that are linked to their lungs 
and act like bellows. Sacs change shape as 
muscles move. Unlike mammals, birds inhale 
02 and exhale C02 and other by-products all 
in one breath, and the constant air flow draws 
in particulates from wildfire smoke that can 
damage lungs and lead to lethal infections. 

by Jan McMurray
The much anticipated new modular 

building at Winlaw Elementary School 
is expected to be installed in about six 
weeks, now that provincial funding under 
the New Childcare Spaces Fund has been 
confirmed.

“We are absolutely delighted,” said 
Lenora Trenaman, chair of the board for 
School District 8. “Our Place will provide 
much needed local services for families 
and children, relieve over-capacity issues 
at Winlaw Elementary, and support both 
learning and working conditions for 
students and staff.”

The building will house the 
kindergarten/ grade one class, 20 before- 
and after-school child care spaces, and 
office space for local professionals and 
organizations to provide services such 
as counselling and art therapy.

“Our Place has been designed as a 
community hub for Winlaw families,” 
says Trenaman, adding that the name 
‘Our Place’ was derived from ‘Our Road,’ 
the road that connects the community of 
Winlaw with Winlaw School.

Trenaman explained that the 
1,440-square-foot modular will operate 
as a kindergarten/ grade one classroom 
during the school day. “Once the modular 

Provincial funding confirmed for modular building at Winlaw School
is operational – plumbing, electrical, 
furniture, stairs and ramp for outside 
access completed – we will be able to set 
up our K/1 classroom space,” she said. 
“In a ‘seamless day’ model, families are 
able to sign their children up for before- 
and after-school care, which will take 
place in the classroom space. The before- 
and after-school care will be staffed by 
licensed Early Childcare Educators who 
are employed by SD  8 and become a part 
of the Winlaw School staff.”

Slocan Valley Trustee Sharon 

Nazaroff and some SD 8 staff attended 
an early learning conference last fall, 
where they learned about the ‘seamless 
day’ – where parents can drop off their 
children at one place for school as well 
as before- and after-school care. The 
discussion at the conference planted the 
seed for the Winlaw project.

Trenaman says SD 8 will apply for 
child care licencing when the modular 
has been installed.

Right now, the K/1 classroom is 
operating in the main building. When 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Trustees with School District 10 
(Arrow Lakes) were to decide this 
week on whether to go ahead with 
plans to build a daycare at Nakusp 
Elementary School.

The provincial government 
announced last Friday the 96-space 
Nakusp daycare will be funded under 
the New Spaces Fund. It’s one of 35 
communities to be approved under 
the program.

“We are excited to hear the 
news about funding approval from 
MCFD New Spaces and CBT for 
this much-needed childcare facility in 
Nakusp,” said SD 10 Superintendent 
Terry Taylor. “The needs assessment 
completed by an experienced external 
consultant identifies a strong need for 
infant and toddler childcare, for 3- to 
5-year olds, and also before- and after-
school care.”

But just because the funding is 
available doesn’t mean the project is 
going ahead. 

In August, board trustees backed 
off pre-approving the project, which 
includes tearing down two aging 

Daycare funding approved for Nakusp, but future unclear

it moves to the new modular, there will 
be more space in the main building for 
programs such as Strong Start, Trenaman 
said.

The board has resolved to put 
$150,000 towards the project, which 
represents the cost of a standard additional 
classroom portable. The Ministry of 
Education has committed $25,000 to 
the project as a childcare demonstration 
site. The Columbia Basin Trust has 
committed $40,000 for furniture for 
the office spaces, as well as child care 

equipment and kitchen equipment to 
support the before- and after-school 
child care component. The community 
is also expected to make a contribution 
of $25,000, which can be in kind for site 
prep and services for the new building.

Winlaw School is seeing substantial 
investment, having recently gotten a new 
gym floor, new bottle fill stations, and a 
paint job. The new playground is almost 
completed, and projects are underway to 
replace part of the roof and install new 
exterior doors.

portables and building an addition onto 
Nakusp Elementary. The estimated 
$3.15 million for the daycare comes 
from the provincial program and the 
Columbia Basin Trust.

Taylor said the board will decide 
at its September 22 meeting whether 
to accept the funding and proceed with 
the plan.

“The board and district staff will 
review all the information and answer 
any outstanding questions trustees 
may have both on Tuesday evening 
and in committee, and then hold a 
public special regular meeting where 
a decision will be made,” says Taylor.

The meeting will be a big one for 
Steve Gascon, who won a byelection 
for the vacant trustee position on the 
board just two weeks ago. 

At press time it wasn’t certain the 
board will approve the project. During 
its August meeting, two trustees raised 
several concerns about the project, 
including the impact of tearing down 
portables to make room for an addition 
to the school, the uncertainty about 
the future because of the pandemic, 
and how a less-than-full daycare 
would possibly impact the district’s 

financial resources.
Their concerns were enough to 

prompt the board to postpone pre-
approving the project, until they knew 
they were getting the money.

It’s not the only decision the board 
has to make around the issue. At the 

August meeting trustees also voted 
to defer a decision to discuss whether 
the board should become a licenced 
child care provider, or contract out the 
service to a third-party operator.

Visit the Valley Voice’s Facebook 
page for updates to this story. 

submitted
The search for missing Lardeau 

resident Thomas Schreiber was 
suspended on September 20. Extensive 
but unsuccessful efforts to find him 
began September 16.

Kaslo RCMP continues to urge 
the public to remain watchful for him.

Schreiber failed to return as 
planned following a canoe trip on 
Duncan Lake. He was last seen by 
family on September 15 around 
lunchtime. Kaslo RCMP was notified 
the next morning.

An investigation into Schrieber’s 
disappearance was immediately 
launched and led to the discovery of 
his white GMC Sierra pickup truck 
parked at the Howser boat launch, 
with no canoe.

Kaslo RCMP called for the 
assistance of Kaslo Search and 
Rescue, who initiated a search both 
on the water and from the air. Search 
and Rescue personnel located an 
unoccupied canoe, believed to belong 
to Thomas Schrieber, in the water on 
the northeast side of the lake.

Members of the Underwater 
Recovery Team, along with Kaslo 

Search suspended

RCMP boat crew, searched Duncan 
Lake  on  September  19  wi th 
negative results.

Schreiber is a 58-year-old 
Caucasian male with brown hair and 
hazel eyes. He is 6’2” and weighs 196 
pounds. He was last seen wearing a 
pair of dark grey shorts, and a light 
grey T-shirt.

Anyone with information on the 
whereabouts of Thomas Schreiber 
or his disappearance is urged to 
contact their local police, the Kaslo 
RCMP at 250-353-2225 or remain 
anonymous by calling Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477.

Thomas Schreiber
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Expand
Your Skills
to gain employment
or adapt your business.

Get up to $1,000 for training courses

Or up to $7,500 for specialized 
skills training

Our Training Fee Support program helps you 
gain the skills you need for the job you want. 

ourtrust.org/tfs

 

The Slocan Valley Legacy Society is here for you...  
to help build a culturally, economically, and environmentally resilient community. 

As stewards of the Legacy Endowment Fund, we give yearly grants  
from the endowment’s interest to deserving organizations and projects 
in our beautiful Slocan Valley. 

Your gift to the Fund will keep on giving... in perpetuity.
 
Find out more about the Society, our work, and our Legacy Fund  
at www.slocanvalleylegacy.com

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Bookworms in the Village of 
Kaslo rejoice: the community is 
going to get a new $3 million library 
downtown with the help of a big grant 
from the Columbia Basin Trust.

“The Kaslo and District Public 
Library marks their 100th anniversary 
with the announcement of a partnership 
with the Village of Kaslo to see a new 
downtown library constructed in the 
next three years,” says a news release 
issued September 16.

The new library building – the first 
for the library since it was formed in 
1920 – will be on the corner of 5th 
Avenue and Front Street, across from 
Front Street Park and the pottery 
shop. Until now, the library has 
been in Kaslo’s historic City Hall. 
However, that space is just a third of 
the size needed to properly serve the 
community, officials say. 

“The library board identified a 
need for a new facility in our strategic 
plan, having outgrown the current 
location,” said Anne Heard, library 
board chair. “We value our partnership 
with the Village in realizing our 
aspirations for a state-of-the art library 
in a prominent downtown Kaslo 
location.”

The purchase was made possible 
with a Land Acquisition Grant from 
Columbia Basin Trust that will cover 
a portion of the $300,000 purchase 
price. The balance will be covered 
through library fundraising and other 

New library to be built in downtown Kaslo

grant contributions, a release states. 
“We are so pleased to support 

the Village of Kaslo to advance 
their vision for a vibrant downtown 
core by building a new library,” 
said Johnny Strilaeff, Columbia 
Basin Trust president and CEO. 
“Libraries are an important focal 
point for communities and have such 
a positive impact on the quality of 
life for residents. The new library 
will offer countless opportunities for 
community members and we’re so 
excited to see the building begin.” 

The new library will be a 
cornerstone of Kaslo’s heritage 
downtown and a focal point of 
community activities and life long 
learning, the release says. 

Under  p rov inc ia l  l ib ra ry 
legislation, public library associations 
cannot own land or buildings, so a 
partnership with the Village to hold 
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by Jan McMurray
The BC government has 

announced a ‘primary care 
network’ in the Kootenay Boundary 
region, bringing a total of 33 new 
health professionals into the 13 
participating clinics.

Kaslo’s Victorian Community 
Health Centre and Nakusp’s Saddle 
Mountain Medical Clinic are 
amongst the participating clinics, 
along with Nelson Kootenay 
Medical Centre, Nelson Medical 
Associates Clinic, Castlegar 
Medical, Castlegar Kinnaird 
Clinic, Salmo Wellness Centre, 
Crawford Bay East Shore Medical 
Clinic, Trail Riverside Medical 
Clinic, Trail Columbia Family 
Medicine, Trail Waneta Primary 
Care, Rock Creek Health Centre 
and Greenwood Medical Clinic.

Nakusp and Kaslo join the Kootenay Boundary primary care network
“The backbone of the new 

primary care system in BC is 
team-based care that responds to 
the needs of each community,” said 
Minister of Health Adrian Dix.

Paul Edney of the Kootenay 
Boundary Divisions of Family 
Practice said the goal of the primary 
care network is “to strengthen 
healthcare at the first point of 
contact (your doctor or nurse 
practitioner’s clinic) so that 
everyone in Kootenay Boundary 
can access the care they need, 
when they need it, leading to their 
healthiest life possible.”

Edney explained that all clinics 
in Kootenay Boundary were invited 
to participate in the Kootenay 
Boundary primary care network. 
Clinics were asked to submit an 
expression of interest, outlining 

View of the property looking north towards Kootenay Lake and the Purcell Mountains.
the assets was necessary to move the 
project forward. 

The library will occupy the future 
building through a long-term lease and 
be responsible for all operating and 
maintenance costs. 

To pursue the $3 million it will 
need in construction costs, the library 
will apply to the federal Investing 
in Canada Infrastructure Program 
(Community, Culture and Recreation 
Infrastructure) in October.

“We are excited to be part of this 
significant project and look forward to 
seeing the new library come to fruition 
in the coming months and years,” said 
Kaslo’s Mayor, Suzan Hewat, “and a 
big thank you to CBT for helping us 
secure the property.”

The library also serves Regional 
District of Central Kootenay Area D 
residents, covering a vast service area 
of 5,786 square km.

their readiness to take part in the 
initiative, listing the practitioners 
they felt were needed on their 
team, and outlining their ability to 
accommodate these practitioners in 
existing clinic spaces. 

“All clinics who expressed 
interest were included in this first 
phase of our primary care network,” 
reports Edney.

The Victorian Community 
Health Centre in Kaslo requested 
and has already received a social 
worker and a physiotherapist, and 
Saddle Mountain Clinic in Nakusp 
has requested and will receive a 
social worker and physiotherapist 
in the fall, Edney said. There 
are also region-wide supports 
including a pharmacist, registered 
dietician, respiratory therapist and 
two aboriginal health coordinators.

Edney reports that region-wide, 
21 new practitioners have already 
been hired. The 12 remaining 
practitioners are expected to be 
hired by the end of 2021. The 33 
practitioners include 3 full-time 
equivalent (FTE) family physicians, 
5 FTE nurse practitioners, 6 FTE 
registered nurses, 9 FTE social 
workers, 7.5 FTE allied health 
professionals, 1 FTE clinical 
pharmacist and 1.5 FTE Indigenous 
health coordinator.

“The improvements will not 
happen overnight. Improvement 
and transformation will happen 
over the course of the coming 
weeks, months and years as this 
team-based approach is further 
embedded in the health care 
system,” said Edney. “Evidence 
from multiple parts of the world 
shows that this ‘networked’ 
approach increases access to care 
while improving patient outcomes 
and provider experience. Our 

goal is definitely to reduce the 
attachment gap and ensure every 
resident in the Kootenay Boundary 
who wants a physician or nurse 
practitioner can find one.”

A government press release 
says the Province will provide $5.3 
million in annual funding to the 
Kootenay Boundary primary care 
network when fully established.

According to the press release, 
the Kootenay Boundary primary 
care network is a partnership 
between the Ministry of Health, 
In te r ior  Heal th ,  Kootenay 
Boundary Division of Family 
Practice, the Ktunaxa Nation, and 
the Okanagan Nation Alliance. 
The network involved consultation 
with the Kootenay Boundary 
Aboriginal Services Collaborative, 
which has representation from the 
Ktunaxa Nation, the Okanagan 
Nation Alliance, Métis Nation, 
and the Circle of Indigenous 
Nations Society.

Search suspended
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

– KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –
Pub open 3 pm to 10 pm,  dining-in and take-out 11 am to 8:30 pm, off-sales

WELCOME BACK!
www.kaslohotel.com 250-353-7714

‘Experts’
There seem to be a number of 

‘experts’ writing to the Valley Voice on 
various subjects, lately the pandemic. It 
has been categorized by these experts 
as a great threat and by other experts 
as a hoax. (Tell all the relatives of the 
millions who have succumbed that 
they perished from a hoax). I would 
suggest that some have passed away 
due to complications from existing 
conditions exacerbated by COVID-19. 
The conspiracy theorists perhaps 
believe that 1984 is now here and that 
George Orwell and Elvis are lurking 
around the corner forcing them to 
wear masks. Along with people’s rights 
not to wear a mask comes a greater 
responsibility as a human to DO NO 
HARM to others, so please, all you 
naysayers and non mask wearers, 
stay away from me! Opinions that 
are not based on factual evidence are 
meaningless and serve no purpose 
other than to argue endlessly and 
further polarize and paralyze proper 
fact-based discourse. Opinions are like 
elbows – everyone has one, but every 
elbow’s opinion isn’t correct. 

I think Ben Franklin said it best: 
“He who teaches himself has a fool 
for a master.” 

So stop fantasizing and face reality. 
This thing has not gone away and it 
is real.

Jim Van Horn
Kaslo

The tragedy 
of the COVID 
Commons

Choosing the best way to 
manage the COVID pandemic is 
making each side of the debate very 
upset. The epidemiologists urge us 
to take difficult precautions, hoping 
thereby to keep to a minimum 
the potential deaths, the potential 
breakdowns in medical services, 
and the economic disruptions that 
otherwise would appear to be all too 
likely. Many of us would like to see 
such precautions firmly in place. We 
accept their necessary restrictions.

Meanwhile, the many COVID 
deniers urge us to believe that all 
is well in places that (so far) have 
avoided implementing difficult 
precautions, citing Sweden and even 
New Zealand, as safe and sane areas 
of “freedom.” The deniers want 
minimal restrictions. They want the 
repeal of the many “unnecessary” 
precautions taken here in BC. 
They say the so-called COVID 
“pandemic” is a hoax.

It would be very nice if each of 
us could choose which set of social 
rules we preferred to live under for 
the next little while. But we cannot. 
We all have to live together under 
just one set. And locally we have to 
live with our rather limited medical 
infrastructure, one that could easily 
become overwhelmed, even in the 
face of those low rates of COVID 
infection once seen in Sweden, 
or the similar rates once seen in 
Auckland, NZ.

T h e  r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  B C 
hospitalizations and deaths, seen so 
far, are no assurance that BC will 
stay in such a fortunate position, 
even with the current level of modest 
restrictions. This is particularly true 
when so many visitors and so many 
virile locals mingle carelessly and 
closely together, as today they 
continue to do. You cannot argue that 

COVID
It’s hard to know what to believe. 

On the one hand, we have the anti-
COVID people who have evidence 
to support their theories. On the other 
hand, we have the medical profession 
who also have evidence to support 
what they say. Regardless about what 
you believe, the fact is that people of 
all ages are dying and getting sick all 
over the world. 

Ron Heppner
Edgewood

what New York City barely survived 
in early summer, Vancouver can 
survive nicely this fall.

The COVID pandemic is very 
real, and very unpredictable. It will 
spike here and there for some time to 
come. Without adequate precautions, 
a COVID outbreak could spread like 
wildfire. Or, were we very lucky, it 
might hardly spread, particularly if 
the winds of COVID-denial don’t 
fan it. But those Twittery-winds are 
blowing. They are adding to the risk 
that things could get much worse 
for us all: for the careful as well as 
for the careless, for the local health 
system, as well as for our local 
economies.

The COVID threat is no hoax. 
It just hasn’t visited us yet to any 
alarming degree. The trouble is 
that without effective precautions, 
if and when it does arrive, it will 
likely already be too late to avoid 
some terrible new costs: costs to 
the economy, to our regional health 
system, and to the social fabric of our 
unique local communities.

Please help us all to lower 
those risks that are currently being 
increased through COVID denial. 
Please help us to reduce the risks 
of our having to face those very 
costly outcomes that already have 
followed the latest spikes of COVID 
infections seen in so many other 
places around the world.

Barney Gilmore
Kaslo

Non-motorized 
status for 
Slocan River

My child is 14 years old. His 
opinion is that motorboats and 
motor craft of any description do 
not belong on the Slocan River. I 
fully agree with him and I know so 
many concerned people who feel 
the same way.

In my son’s words... “Canada 
advertises itself as being a place of 
natural beauty. A place where you 
can feel at peace in nature. Now 
take a minute to imagine yourself 
sitting on the banks of the Slocan 
River with eagles soaring above, 
your family splashing carefree in the 
river, all is well. Then... ROAR!!! 
A jet boat speeds by clocking 50 
or 60 km an hour and drowns out 
the sound of your own thoughts. 
Then just when you recovered from 
the metre-high wake, a Sea-Doo 
intrudes and spins a doughnut and 
ducks fly, otters dive and flee in 
fear, and children scream “Mom! 
Dad! Help! Your day has just been 
ruined.” (Dictated by Wolf.)

My son is a good storyteller, 
except this is not a tale of fiction, 

sadly. It may be slightly embellished 
as all effective stories tend to be, but 
not by much.

I like to record history with 
photographs. I have photos and 
video footage of motorboats 
speeding on the Slocan River from 
this July and August. I have shared 
the footage with a local concerned 
group. They have shared it with 
the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans.

I  requested a Library of 
Pa r l i amen t  s ea rch  t o  he lp 
understand the process of seeking 
non-motorized status for the Slocan 
River. It is an involved process, of 
course, which will require public 
consultation.

I feel very strongly that this 
issue needs to be acted upon quickly.

I have been assured by the 
Village of Slocan that this matter 
will be discussed at their next 
council meeting on September 14.

I can hear my son’s cry for 
“help” to save the Slocan River 
from the unnecessary and damaging 
presence of motorized water craft, 
and I sure hope you can too.

J. McMahon
Slocan

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice. 

It pays!!!
Call 833-501-1700 for details 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Pete’s bog
In decades past, Pete Leontowicz 

and family had the intent to look after 
the marsh trail at the north end of 
Slocan Lake, and it was well looked 
after. Pete limited vehicle traffic 
to his land. He directed use of the 
marsh trail through his own land. He 
thrived on school children visiting 
the marsh for field trips. The marsh 
trail was designed by the Leontowicz 
family to observe nature and was 
used by schools from throughout the 
region. Students from Edgewood to 
Castlegar to New Denver visited and 
observed the natural marsh as part of 
their biology courses for decades.

With recent activity, the walking 
trail into the marshland and beach has 
been removed. This has been taken 
from the students.

L. Brache
Silverton

Why do you do 
it in the road?

I don’t understand the crosswalk 
fad and why members of Village 
councils suddenly feel the need to 
use public property to advertise their 
stands on so-called social justice 
issues. Hard to understand why a 
Village council, which these days 
is invariably concerned about the 
environment and the protection of our 
beautiful surroundings, would want 
to turn a sleepy, pleasant-looking 
country town into an aesthetically 
tacky permanent billboard for some 
cause or other. You want to send a 
message, make a statement? Fine, 
but that is not what public property 
and the public purse are for. Use 
the pulpits and platforms available 
to the rest of us rubes, like this 
nice, discrete letter to the editor, for 
example. 

T h e r e  i s  a  p r e t e n t i o u s 
presumption out there that us proles 
need constant in-your-face reminders 
of what to think and believe and how 
to behave properly as we just try to 
get on with our daily lives minding 
our own sweet business. We don’t 
need loudspeakers on sidewalks 
wafting whale music to keep us 
ecologically in tune, or Silverton 
bridge painted up to look like a 
Brussels sprout to get us to eat our 
greens, or, ultimately, Big Brother-
type posters everywhere with the 
faces of Village councillors glaring 
down at us to keep us on the straight 
and narrow. There are already an 
infinite number of laws on the books 
to keep us upright and well-behaved. 
No need to turn our streets into 
sermons. The nanny state is already 
a meddlesome thing but the preacher 
state is a royal pain. 

Please let our villages remain 
quiet, unassuming places where 
people simply live their lives and 
not become canvases on which to 
permanently paint and advertise 
any particular group’s politics. 
Thank you.

Dom Tassel
Silverton

The true 
conspiracy

T h e  t r u e  c o n s p i r a c y  i s 
conspiracy theories themselves and 
it is working. They are designed to 
breed suspicion leading to distrust, 
culminating in the disintegration of 
democracy. Through this process, 
authoritarianism emerges, paving 
the path to totalitarianism, trumping 
democracies all over the world. 
This process of disinformation 
has been going on for some time; 
COVID-19 is simply the perfect 
vehicle to piggyback upon to foment 
doubt on a global scale – disaster 
autocracy for the mind. We don’t see 
spiritual qualities in authoritarians, 
we find a reflection of our own 
internal prejudice and dysfunction. 
Ultimately, this entire process 
feeds hate as it satiates an insular 
worldview. Hardly conducive to 
peace on earth. 

James McKee
Edgewood

Response  
to ‘COVID-19 
is a hoax’

Imagine my surprise when I 
found myself one of the ‘usual 
suspects’ in Kathy Hartman’s letter. I 
thought I had made it quite clear that 
I was not supporting any particular 
point of view but merely analyzing 
numbers supplied by Richard 
Caniell. Ms. Hartman, however, has 
called for my 100 words or less, so 
here they are.

First ,  the word ‘hoax’ is 
a misnomer for what may be 
happening in our world. ‘Humourous 
or mischievous deception’ is, 
definitively, not what the usual 
suspects have in mind. Beyond 
that I can only say, as an older 
person, that COVID-19 bears in 

some ways a striking resemblance 
to the assassination of JFK. Almost 
everybody now believes that some 
bad monkey business went down in 
Dallas but nobody to this day can 
say the who, what or why called for 
by Ms. Hartman. (Perhaps because 
they are all dead.) When sinister 
forces, human or biological, are on 
the loose, fear is unleashed. Even a 
quick study of history will show that 
fear has been used countless times to 
achieve political ends which always 
come down to power and control.

To conclude, may I straddle 
the fence (ouch) and offer this: 
COVID-19 is real. It can kill. Perhaps 
the .0001% simply grabbed that 
ball and ran with it. On an over-
heated, over-crowded planet whose 
workforce is rapidly becoming 
redundant, what better solution than 
a global pandemic? If it is real like 
the Black Death, then Mother Nature 
is having her way. If it is not… then 
use your computer to study historical 
precedents. The who, what and why 
are then revealed, at least in rough 
outline. History never repeats? 
Biological or malfeasant, it most 
certainly does.

Kris Wheeler
Slocan Park

Oh, the comedy
Like many people, I always read 

the letters first. They are generally 
interesting, informative, and often 
entertaining. The last few weeks 
they have gone beyond entertaining 
to provide a wealth of comedy. I’m 
talking about all the conspiracy 
theory letters. I’m getting a good 
laugh from some of them, especially 
the one that called cardiomyopathy, 
which can cause severe heart damage 
and is one symptom of COVID, 
Broken Heart Syndrome. The writer 
claims it’s caused by keeping elderly 
long-term care patients away from 
those who might infect them. Sigh.

I’d like to thank you for 
publishing Richard Caniell’s piece. 
He makes most of the points I would 
have made. There are a couple that 
he didn’t.

1. Fear. There are claims that 
fear of COVID-19 warps our minds. 
I’m not fearful – I just don’t want to 
get it (again) and possibly give it to 
someone who might have a much 
harder time with it than I did. So 
I take what precautions I can. But 
the conspiracy theory letters just 
radiate fear. Fear of the WHO, fear 
of government control, fear of the 
‘dangers’ of masks, fear of forced 
vaccinations, fear of Bill Gates, fear 
of ‘one world government,’ fear of 
‘technocratic elite,’ and on and on.

2. About this fear of government 
control and losing our democratic 
freedoms – what actual control are 
they talking about? During phase 
one, schools and some businesses 
were required to close. Many other 
businesses chose to close. They talk 
a lot about lockdowns, but there has 
never been a lockdown in BC. A 
lockdown is when you aren’t allowed 

by law to leave your home except to 
buy necessities or get medical care. 
We were encouraged to stay at home 
as much as possible during stage one. 
Encouraged. Not required. So I’m 
really wondering what democratic 
freedoms people feel they have lost 
in all this.

The anonymous concerned 
private citizens who paid for the ad in 
the September 10 issue do not speak 
for me, even though they say they 
are writing on behalf of Canadians.

Tia Leschke
Winlaw

Keep it simple
Among the many fissures 

that SARS-C0V-2 seems to have 
uncovered are the lengths to which 
some will go to develop convoluted, 
complicated explanations for things 
they don’t like, don’t understand or 
don’t want to acknowledge.

Enter the conspiracy theorist. 
Whether it’s a fake virus, a Chinese 
hoax, 5G, Bill Gates, Soros, 
chemtrails, labs in Wuhan, fake 
death rates, microchips, poisons in 
vaccines, GMOs, the New World 
Order, faked moon landings, the 9/11 
inside job, population mind control 
or where Elvis was last seen alive, 
social media is full of them.

I’m reminded of two basic 
principles (among many) that 
guide scientific understanding and 
research. First is that the simplest 
explanation is often the best one. 
Second is that extraordinary claims 
require extraordinary evidence by 
way of support. We live in the 21st 
century and, presumably, know and 
understand more than we did during 
the Middle Ages when we burned 
witches at the stake and used trial 
by ordeal to determine guilt or 
innocence.

We need to get a grip. The 
simplest explanation (and the one 
backed up by evidence) is that 
COVID-19 is caused by a virus, 
less dangerous than Ebola or the 
1918 flu virus, but more dangerous 
than the seasonal flu and, apparently, 

polio. The virus used to live only 
in animals but was able to make 
the move to humans. This makes 
it a zoonotic virus, and they aren’t 
all that uncommon. We have had 
others and will have more. There 
is simply no evidence that any of 
the other contentions about this 
virus are true in any way at all. 
The notion that vast conspiracies 
are behind everything we’re afraid 
of ignores how impossible it is for 
large numbers of people to keep 
such things secret AND it ignores the 
evidence, or the lack thereof.

We need to focus on the simple 
actions that can help us live with this 
virus until we get a vaccine. As our 
provincial public health officer put 
it, “Soap, water and common sense” 
and wear a mask if you can’t avoid 
being closer than six feet from other 
people. Contact tracing and testing. 
It’s not that complicated. Just follow 
the science.

And, by the way, Elvis died in 
1977, despite what some want to 
believe.

Dave McCormick
Kaslo

COVID-1984
A friend coined this term. I use 

it here specifically to consider loss 
of freedoms – making free and 
informed choices. You don’t need 
to be a genius, scientist, or a science 
teacher… it takes awareness, paying 
attention, being open.

Items to be aware of:
Regulations: “…the US banned 

certain classes of experiments, 
called Gain of Function (GOF) 
experiments… but the ban… was 
lifted in 2017.” (ref:; online article: 
“the-case-is-building-that-covid-19-
had-a-lab-origin”)

Planning: In 2010 the Rockefeller 
foundation put out a document 
(available to download): ‘Scenarios 
for the Future of Technology and 
International Development.’ One 
scenario, ‘Lock Step,’ stated this: 

“During the pandemic, national 
leaders around the world flexed 
their authority and imposed airtight 
rules and restrictions, from the 
mandatory wearing of face masks 
to body-temperature checks at the 
entries to communal spaces like 
train stations and supermarkets. Even 
after the pandemic faded, this more 
authoritarian control and oversight of 
citizens and their activities stuck and 
even intensified.”

Censorship: A ‘fact’ checking 
site (a recent invention), “snopes.
com” put out: “Did CDC ‘Quietly 
Update’ COVID-19 Deaths To Say 
Only 6% Are Legitimate?” “False.” 
After going through a LOT of their 
narrative information, you finally 
see this buried piece of information: 
“However, fueling the conspiracy 
theory, the CDC web page stated: ‘For 
6% of the deaths, COVID-19 was the 
only cause [of death] mentioned. For 
deaths with conditions or causes in 
addition to COVID-19, on average, 
there were 2.6 additional conditions 
or causes per death.’” Yes, this 
CDC information is available. The 
article then speaks about “conspiracy 
theorists.” For black-and-white 
thinkers, they need to go no further 
than the “False” sentencing.

Baby-wi th - the -ba thwate r 
situation: dismiss and disqualify. This 
has happened with scientists who have 
come forward including Dr Erickson, 
Front Line Doctors, Senator/
Physician Scott Jensen, experts in 
the Plandemic documentary, and 
many more.

Persuasion: Facebook and social 
media platforms have a wide user 
coverage to propagate the narrative. 
Memes for example are quick to 
pass around and their origin is 
questionable. One meme states: “It’s 
a mask. You’re not being asked to 
shove a jar of pickles up your ass.” 
Classic bully behaviour: Come on. 
It’ll be ok. It’s not as bad as [inserting 
an object into an orifice]. Many 
consider this funny.

Dig into Cambridge Analytica’s 
influence (for pay) on Brexit and 
Trump’s campaign to see social media 
hijacking (search for undercover 
secrets for the video).

Narrowing the spectrum of 
information. Pressure to act against 
your personal convictions. No say in 
experimenting with deadly viruses. 
No voice or vote on lockdown 
procedures – imagine how we could 
have set up safety nets and protected 
the most vulnerable. Obvious to see 
profits being made, too difficult to 
ignore the lives destroyed in the 
process.

I strongly advocate strengthening 
the immune system and not cutting 
ourselves off from nature. Adapt and 
respond in nature; respect and care for 
our place in nature and preserve and 
protect that relation (video ref: “How 
Society Makes You Feel Alienated” 
- Gabor Mate).

T. Orlando
Winlaw
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Sinixt matriarch 
opposes 
Zincton

As the Matriarch of the Sinixt 
Smum iem (traditional governance 
system) in the Columbia River area of 
BC, I am writing in strong opposition 
to the Zincton Village proposal 
and to refute misinformation in 
the proponent’s recent letter in the 
Valley Voice.

As an Indigenous People divided 
by an international boundary, our 
unceded rights as Sinixt are upheld 
in Canada by Article 36 of the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. This declaration 
has recently been affirmed by the BC 
legislature. According to Articles 
26 and 32, anyone operating in our 
tum xula7xw must obtain our free, 
prior and informed consent (FPI) 
for any activities on our lands. 
Our Sinixt Indigenous rights and 
responsibilities encompass the water, 
land, forests and animals throughout 
our tum xula7xw.

David Harley, the proponent, 
falsely asserts in his September 10 
letter to the editor that “The Sinixt 
Nation lived here for thousands 
of years and are (sic) currently 
based in Colville, Washington.” 
The Sinixt still LIVE here. Putting 
us in the past tense is extremely 
disrespectful and manipulative. 
Though some Sinixt are members 
of the Colville Confederated Tribes 
(and CCT is not based in Colville, 
WA), Sinixt live in diaspora across 
North America. The Autonomous 
Sinixt in Canada operate under 
and uphold the traditional laws of 
whuplak’n and smum iem and its 
leaders were appointed by Sinixt 
elders. These laws inform the Sinixt 
position in regard to Zincton Village 
– and the proponent of this proposal 
is not in good standing with us and 
our traditional governance system.

In the current political climate, 
decision making processes mostly 
exclude the Sinixt, as we are not a 
recognized “band”; Mr. Harley has 
perpetuated this violation by not 
consulting the Autonomous Sinixt. 
Taking one Sinixt person out on a 
tour does not constitute “consultation 
with local Sinixt” any more than 
taking one random person from New 
Denver on a tour would constitute 
consultation with the people of 
New Denver. This is pure tokenism. 
And as we well know, tokenism is a 
manifestation of racism and settler 
colonialism. Clearly, being in right 
relationship with the Sinixt is NOT 
“a key priority” as the proponent 
claims. Any contemporary so-
called “innovation incubator” must 
seriously grapple with Indigenous 
issues instead of just jumping 
through governmental hoops.

We Autonomous Sinixt have 
great concerns about this proposal as 
we use the area for important cultural 
activities such as berry picking, 
root digging, fishing, hunting and 

medicine harvesting. I was up there 
again this spring with my family to 
dig for wild potato and to visit old 
growth forest. Others were also food-
gathering in the same avalanche 
chutes within the proposal area, 
especially for nettles. We who have 
lived here for more than 10,000 
years have a long history with these 
important sites. Getting a “Zincton 
permit” to use areas of our homeland 
is NOT “free access.”

Having spent time up Kane 
Creek in the proposal area, I am 
aware of the old growth there as well 
as its vulnerability to developments 
such as this. Mountains are the water 
towers of our region and the source 
of not just fresh and clean water but 
also the ability to clean the water. 
One mature cedar alone cycles 150 
gallons of water per day. Erosion 
and subsequent sedimentation, like 
happened this spring at Carpenter 
Creek, have huge impacts on water 
quality and quantity, affecting 
everything and everyone down to 
the lake and beyond. We humans 
are 87% water. All life relies on 
clean water.

As the caretakers of this land, 
we must also care for all the animal 
people who share it with us: grizzlies, 
mountain goats, western toads and 
wolverines are among the diverse 
species who use the area and are at 
risk. Over 40 species at risk have 
been identified in the general area 
yet the proponent does not mention 
these. This is core grizzly habitat! 
The profound ecological values 
of the area will be damaged by a 
resort of such a large scale. Both 
1,500 visitors a day and 4,500 
hectares of land tenure are far, 
far too much for the wildlife to 
endure in order to maintain their 
populations and thrive. This land 
is also good mountain caribou 
habitat should the Central Selkirk 
herd ever recover from government 
mismanagement. It is noteworthy 
that in his rebuttal of articulated 
concerns, the proponent continues to 
ignore the well-founded concerns of 
regional wildlife biologists.

Also, we are concerned about 
cumulative impacts of all ski resorts 
there (Retallack, Stellar, Mount 
Brennan Backcountry Recreation, 
etc.) as well as in our general tum 
xula7xw. All development must 
be assessed in light of all other 
developments – be they recreational, 
industrial or community-based, not 
piecemeal. We continue to work 
on our mapping project to broaden 
core protected areas in the Sinixt 
tum xula7xw into a Climate Change 
Conservation Network. Until this 
ecologically based and responsible 
planning is complete, we will not 
allow, as per our UN-affirmed 
Indigenous rights, any resource 
development in our tum xula7xw, 
and certainly not without our prior, 
free and informed consent.

Marilyn James
Sinixt Smum iem Matriarch

RE: Ad paid for 
by concerned 
private citizens

I am very disappointed that the 
Valley Voice published this full-page 
screed. Would the VV publish a full-
page ad paid for by a cluster bomb 
manufacturing business recruiting 
new employees? I do understand 
that your policy is to print letters 
of various opinions. That is another 
thing, imho.

Among the points in the 
advert are numerous conspiracy 
theories and calls for dangerous and 
ineffective “alternative treatments” 
like hydroxychloroquine and 
vitamins. And worse is the list of 
“Required Actions,” which basically 
call on us (i.e. via yours and my 
‘representative’) to ignore the 
actuality of this pandemic.

Those paying for this ad seem to 
think the relatively few COVID-19 
cases in BC, and even Canada, 
indicates an insignificant or no 
threat to the public’s health. Can 
they not see what is happening 
south of the 49th where there are 
two kinds of fire, the coronavirus 
and the wildfires? Both are out of 
control. Neither is a hoax. But the 
COVID-19 virus will last into next 
year and beyond! Is there something 
about that border other than it being 
closed that makes them feel so safe?

I’ll stick with following the 
advice of Dr. Bonnie.

Bill Wells
Kaslo

Slocan mill 
property 
purchase

Thank you to the Village of 
Slocan council and staff for the 
vision, leadership and effort it took 
to purchase the mill property. Thank 
you to the Columbia Basin Trust’s 
board and staff for its sizeable 
contribution toward this historic 
purchase.

This investment will enable 
residents to take an active role 
in the continued development of 
its community, both socially and 
economically.

I look forward to hearing my 
neighbours’ ideas about the future 
of our waterfront.

Anitra Winje
West Slocan

Fight for the 
truth in our 
public forums

I have always thought that when 
people bring their information and 
views to a public forum, they put 
it up for public consideration and 
challenge. Usually in science, or in 
the justice system, or journalism, 
writers are responsible to defend 
their claims on a factual basis, or else 
concede to a viewpoint that’s more 

consistent with known facts.
What I’m seeing with regard 

to the COVID-19 debate is that 
fact-based refutation is being 
represented as personal attacks. It’s 
even sometimes called an attack on 
freedom of thought and speech. Yet 
the Valley Voice has given equal 
space to both sides of the COVID-19 
issue. Everyone is free to believe and 
write what they want, but when they 
ask a newspaper to publish it, and 
expect people to read it, the accuracy 
of their views may legitimately be 
challenged.

No one represents this process 
more than Donald Trump. Donald is 
having a very hard time after tapes 
emerged showing that he knew that 
COVID was “far worse than the flu” 
in March, yet he told the American 
people that it was just another flu, 
deceived them about the death rate, 
and refused to support lockdowns, 
testing, masks. He has been the most 
prominent advocate of the view that 
the COVID emergency is a hoax 
and all the US needs to get over the 
pandemic is “herd immunity.”

But reality has caught up with 
Donald, and it isn’t pretty: he is 
facing 200,000 (and rising) dead 
Americans, and a lot of very angry 
live ones. The US has less than 5% 
of the world’s people and more than 
20% of the COVID deaths. Trump’s 
advocacy of “herd immunity” would 
require 215,000,000 Americans to 
get infected. At the current death 
rate of 2.97%, 6,385,500 of them 
would die.

Some of those dead people 
would be young, with many years 
of life ahead of them if they could 
have stayed healthy until a vaccine 
and better treatments are available. 
Harvard University sampled 3,222 
young adults hospitalized with 
COVID-19. One in five required 
intensive care, one in ten needed 
a ventilator and 88 died. Among 
those who survived, 99 patients 
(or 3%) had to be transferred to 
other facilities for ongoing care and 
rehabilitation. (New York Times, 
September 10).

The story of Canada and the US 
is a tale of two countries that deserves 
close study. With Canada having 
taken stronger protective measures, 
it has had 9,193 total deaths – less 
than one-twentieth of the number 
of US deaths. But that can change. 
For instance, Ontario had flattened 
its curve with restrictions, but once 
they were relaxed, the number of 
infections and deaths have begun 
to surge.

Thirty-four percent of Ontario’s 
active cases are among people in 
their twenties (CBC, September 17). 
Fifty-four percent of the cases cannot 
be traced because the infected people 
came in contact with so many other 
people. Ontario had to put a hold on 
its relaxation of restrictions, and is 
now having to consider tightening 
them again.

In the face of such facts, 
believing that the entire medical 

community is deceiving us about 
COVID-19 is like believing that 
99% of climate scientists are lying 
about climate change when monster 
fires are climbing up the Pacific coast 
towards BC. In the ashes of coastal 
communities from California to 
Seattle lies the telltale story of my 
generation’s betrayal of young people 
through our denial of inconvenient 
truths. Yes, the whole human 
race loves the freedom to believe 
whatever they want to believe, but 
reality imposes consequences on 
that which can be devastating, so we 
should all fight for the truth in our 
public forums.

Anne Sherrod
New Denver

Coverage of 
COVID

The extreme polarization of 
opinion on all things COVID 
lately provided by the letters to the 
editor of the Valley Voice is rather 
interesting. Amongst the diversity 
of views stated, it struck me that 
an elephant might be missing in 
the discussion room: the near total 
dereliction of the business model 
of journalism and its symbiotic 
relation to the COVID pandemic.

For some reason, concepts like 
‘COVID’ or ‘pandemic’ are proving 
more profitable to media outlets 
than ‘budget deficit’ or ‘comparable 
mortality.’ The consequence is a ‘C’ 
word effectively monopolizing half 
the infosphere since March, usually 
without any attempt at providing 
relevant context.

For context, one would think 
that the place of COVID in global 
mortality would have taken a place 
in the conversation by now (the 
probability of dying from COVID 
vs substance abuse, suicide, cancer, 
cardiovascular disease, etc.).

A quick plunge in mortality 
statistics from Canada and abroad 
answers that question in no 
uncertain terms: the chance of dying 
from COVID is very small, and 
certainly not in any proportionality 
to the space devoted to COVID 
in the media. In fact, mortality 
curves in some countries show less 
mortality than pre-pandemic levels 
for now several months in a row.

Obviously, the very high 
transmission rate of COVID 
requires planning and action. But 
there are far more devastating 
catastrophes that we know are 
coming at us, which should be 
centre stage as they also require 
planning and action.

Meanwhile, we are all busily 
discussing COVID as the only show 
in town.

The job of journalism should 
be the comparison of apples to 
apples, instead of the broken record 
endlessly looping ‘pandemic’ being 
served to us.

Jerome Piguet
Argenta
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SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR LEASE
218 Broadway Street, ground level, Nakusp

Approx. 1600 sq ft. Available immediately.
Contact West Kootenay Property Rentals Inc.
250.359.5021, info@westkootenayrentals.com

www.westkootenayrentals.com

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

BEARS & FRUIT
Autumn brings plenty of fruit for us to enjoy but also 
means unwanted visits from bears and other wildlife. 
Please remember to manage your fruit trees by picking 
fruit as it ripens, do not allow windfall to accumulate on 
the ground, and consider using an electric fence to protect 
fruit trees. If you require assistance with picking excess 
fruit from your trees, please contact Bree Lillies at Harvest 
Share: 250-354-8120. Report any wildlife conflict to the 
Conservation Officer Service at 1-877-952-7277.

HOUSEHOLD  
HAZARDOUS WASTE EVENT

Every year RDCK hosts a Household Hazardous Waste 
event where residents have a chance to round up and 
dispose of any household hazardous waste. This year’s 
event is happening September 26 - 11 am to 2 pm at the 
Silverton Public Works Yard (421 Lake Avenue). For more 
locations and dates, go to www.rdck.ca.

PROPERTY TAXES
A reminder to all owners of Class 6 (Business) properties that 
2020 property taxes must be paid before October 1st to avoid 
late payment penalties. This year the payment deadline was 
postponed by the province in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Please note that the Village of New Denver will 
not be holding a 2020 Tax Sale as all delinquent property 
taxes have been paid. 

by Jan McMurray
About 40 people gathered at 

Twin Bays Beach just south of 
Kaslo on September 10, thankful that 
their neighbourhood beach is still 
available to the public for recreation 
– but concerned with the process that 
allowed the beach to be subject to 
privatization.

The beach was at risk of 
becoming private when the upland 
property owners applied to the BC 
Land Title and Survey Authority 
(LTSA) for an ‘accretion’ – to absorb 
the beach into their private property. 

The September 10 gathering was 
organized by local residents, who 
had arranged for speakers Aimee 
Watson (RDCK chair and Area D 
director) and Andy Shadrack (former 
Area D director), to inform people 
of the accretion issue on Kootenay 
Lake – and particularly about the 
accretion application by the owners 
of the property upland of Twin Bays 
Beach. 

In BC, waterfront property 
owners own the land down to the 

Kootenay Lake foreshore issues discussed at Twin Bays Beach

natural boundary, a visible high 
water mark indicated by distinct 
changes in vegetation and soil; the 
land below this natural boundary 
is Crown land. Waterfront property 
owners can apply for accretions if 
they think the natural boundary has 
receded over time.

Local resident Gerald Garnett 
explained that an accretion was 
already granted at Twin Bays in 
1994, to adjust for the lower lake 
levels caused by Duncan Dam. He 
said the community does not believe 
there is evidence to change the 
1994 boundary, as lake levels have 
averaged more than two feet higher 
in the years since 1994 according 
to the Water Survey of Canada data 
from Queens Bay. Later this month, 
he said, a delegation will present a 
petition signed by 70 residents to 
MLA Michelle Mungall, asking for 
the 1994 boundary to be retained 
and for the beach to be declared 
permanently public.

Although the beach application 
was denied, the LTSA approved an 

accretion for the rocky point out 
in front of the property owners’ 
home. The community found this 
disturbing, Garnett said, as there 
had been fairly recent illegal and 
questionable activities on the point. 
On April 7 and 8, 2018, the owners’ 
excavator imported rock fill to 
construct a platform on the point, 
and it was done without a permit. The 
operator was fined under the Water 
Sustainability Act and the owners 
were required to restore all disturbed 
areas of the foreshore to the original 
condition. But this never happened. 

Garnett and his neighbour, Neil 
Kelly, did some detective work to 
find out why. 

“Under Freedom of Information, 
we received documents showing 
that the contractor responsible for 
restoration had been deceived,” 
reports Garnett. “In 2016, the 
surveyor placed a reference marker 
showing a legal survey post well 
below the natural boundary. The 
contractor mistakenly referenced this 
and ended up heaping more rocky fill 
on the point. On August 4, 2020 the 
BC surveyor general requested the 
removal of this deceptive marker, 
but the damage was done.

“My concern is that the events 
at Twin Bays are being repeated 
around the shores of Kootenay 
Lake, undermining the work of the 
Kootenay Lake Partnership.”

At the gathering, Aimee Watson 
said Kootenay Lake has the highest 
number of accretion applications in 
BC, because the high water mark 
receded when the Duncan and Libby 
dams were constructed. “However, 
the freshet is changing that,” she said. 
“More and more water is coming 
down in the freshet as time goes on.”

Andy Shadrack reiterated that 
lake levels are much higher now 
than they were for the first 20 years 

after the dams were built. “But this 
surveyor is granting accretions from 
the same levels as before.”

Shadrack explained that when 
the RDCK realized there was “a 
plethora of agencies not coordinating 
what they were doing around the 
lake,” the RDCK brought them all 
together under the Kootenay Lake 
Partnership (KLP). KLP created a 
shoreline guidance document for 
the lake. However, in the case of 
this Twin Bays accretion application, 
the “surveyor general didn’t bother 
to consult with KLP or look at the 
guidance document and was going 
to grant your beach to the property 
owner until Gerald intervened,” 
Shadrack said. He advised the 
residents, “Ask your MLA and the 
Ministry of Environment why we 
have the Kootenay Lake Partnership 
if the authorities can ignore the 
guidelines.”

Watson and her Kootenay Lake 
colleagues on the RDCK board have 

worked together to craft a motion 
asking the Province to review the 
process for accretion applications. 
“We’re calling on the Province to do 
a much more critical on-the-ground 
review,” she said. The motion will 
go before all the local governments 
in BC at the upcoming Union of 
BC Municipalities convention. 
If it passes there, it will go to the 
provincial government.

However, she said she has more 
faith “in getting somewhere on this 
issue with the Columbia River Treaty 
Local Governments’ Committee. 
This lake is controlled by one treaty 
dam and one related dam. That’s the 
foundation as to why accretions are 
a problem.”The Twin Bays area community is outraged that this rocky point has been approved as an 

accretion – which means it has been added to the upland owners’ private property  –  given this 
illegal excavation work that occurred here in 2018.
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Animal feed for 
chickens, horses, 
pigs, sheep, dogs, 

cats & more

• Fence posts  
• Fencing 

• Corral panels

Open 10-4 daily, including Sunday

by Jan McMurray
School District 10 (Arrow 

Lakes) has a full complement 
of trustees on its board again. 
Steve Gascon was voted onto 
the board in a byelection held 
on September 12. 

Gascon handily won the 
election with 120 votes, far 
outpacing the next nearest 
competitor, Aiden McLaren-
Caux, who had 81 votes. 

The other candidates’ 
results were: Carlee Hughes, 

Gascon wins 
trustee byelection

70 votes; Judy Struck, 17 
votes. A total of 290 ballots 
were cast for the new trustee, 
who will represent the Central 
Zone (Nakusp).

Gascon was to be sworn 
in during a public special 
regular meeting on Tuesday, 
September 22.

T h e  s e a t  h a s  b e e n 
empty since Melissa Teindl 
resigned early this year. The 
byelection was delayed due to 
the pandemic.

Steve Gascon is the new trustee for SD 10.

by John Boivin, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter
ALR exclusion 
process defined

Property owners hoping 
to take their land out of the 
Agricultural Land Reserve will 
face brand new procedures to 
get their plans approved.

T h e  c h a n g e s  c o m e 
after the Province decided 
the  Agr i cu l tu ra l  Land 
Commission will no longer 
take individual requests for 
land exclusion, as of the end 
of this month. The ALC will 
only consider applications that 
come from local governments.

The RDCK’s board of 
directors has approved a 

RDCK board, September 17: RDCK adopts new policy for managing ALR exclusions
new procedure to deal with 
requests.

That new procedure says 
the RDCK won’t accept 
individual, one-off requests for 
land exclusion; any application 
will only be considered as part 
of a wider Official Community 
Plan review, or if it’s part of a 
block of five or more requests 
in a ‘cohesive area,’ or if the 
land is question is greater 
than five hectares (12 acres) 
and there is strong public 
interest for considering the 
application. 

If this first hurdle can be 
met, the landowner will work 
with staff on the application. 
If staff agree the request 

has merit, it will go to the 
Rural Affairs Committee for 
approval. If it passes that 
committee, it will then go 
to the RDCK’s board of 
directors. If they approve it, 
the exclusion request will 
then finally go to the ALC for 
deliberation. The request can 
be stopped dead in its tracks 
by a rejection at any of those 
levels.

Of course, there are a 
d o z e n  h o o p s  t o  j u m p 
through within that process 
– studies, evaluations, public 
hearings, etc. 

O n e  b i g  q u e s t i o n 
remaining is how much the 
whole procedure will cost, and 
who will bear what costs. Staff 
are to come up with a report on 
fees and charges for directors’ 
consideration later this fall.

In the past, the RDCK has 
had to deal with just one or two 
requests for exclusions a year.

Noise bylaw for 
Areas H and K

Directors voted in favour 
of adding Areas H and K to the 
Noise Service Establishment 
Bylaw by passing first, second 
and third readings. But that 
doesn’t mean it is now in effect. 
The bylaw has to go to the 
Province for approval. When 
the Regional District receives 
approval from the Province, it 
can adopt the bylaw and amend 
the Noise Regulatory Bylaw 
by adding Area H and Area K.

Provincial approval will 
likely come in the next month 
or so.

Long lost 
Rosebery trail?

If you look at a century-old 
map of the area north of New 
Denver, you’ll see indications 
of an historic path called the 
New Denver-Rosebery Road. 
The right-of-way is long gone 
– you’ll not even see it on land 
title documents today – and 
its legal and physical status 
is unknown. But if it can 
be found, and everyone can 
be brought on board, there 
could potentially be a new 
trail heading north from New 
Denver’s Bigelow Bay.

“I would think of it as a 
connector from the village 
onto the Galena Trail,” says 
Richard Allin, the chair of the 
Rosebery Parklands and Trail 
Commission. “Right now 
there’s no official walking or 
biking connection from the 
village to get onto the trail 
heading north to Rosebery.”

The commission asked the 
RDCK board to approve some 
very preliminary exploration 
of the concept— to talk to 
the Province, user groups, 
residents whose land the 
road may run through, and 
explore the legal status of 
the old path. Stay tuned for 
further developments.

Meanwhile, there’s some 
good news and some bad 
news about the Galena Trail. 
Staff did an assessment of 
the hand-pulled cable car and 
found the foundation was 
not as damaged in the spring 
freshet as first thought. And, a 
bridge has been installed over 
the slough at Three Forks, 
allowing the trail from Three 
Forks to the cable car to be re-
opened. However, crews are 
now cleaning up a new slide, 
from a gravel bench above 
the trail near the YRB yard, 
which deposited a two-metre-
deep pile of gravel about five 
metres long on the trail. The 
slide can be navigated on foot, 
but you’ll have to dismount 
from a bike if you’re riding.

The commission is also 
proceeding with plans to 
install a bridge over the slough 
near Three Forks. That job will 
take place in the next week or 
so, as a temporary solution 
until further engineering 
studies are completed. That 
will reopen the trail up to (but 
not including) the cable car.

Watson to sit on 
cannabis committee

A new task force is being 
established by Community 
Futures’ Cannabis Business 
Transition Initiative to help 
develop the cannabis industry 
in the West Kootenay – and 
the RDCK will have a voice at 
the table.

The Cannabis Economic 
Development Task Force, 
which will begin work this fall, 
plans to “bring together diverse 
perspectives to collectively 
identify and seek to resolve 
barriers to a thriving regional 
cannabis sector,” a letter to the 
RDCK states. 

The task force, which 
will meet six times a year, 
will look for opportunities 
for policy change that would 
lower the barriers for those 
who wish to obtain a federal 
licence to produce or process 
cannabis; explore the creation 
of a regional branding strategy; 
have input on standards and 
certification of local dope; and 
build networks of government, 
industry, growers and processors 
to further expand opportunities.

Board Chair Aimee Watson 
will be the RDCK’s rep on the 
task force; Leah Main will be 
her alternate.

GIS funding
Everybody uses GIS 

these days – from when you 
open Google Maps to find 
the best route to a destination, 
to construction companies 
digging trenches. For the 
RDCK, the huge increase in 
demand for what they call their 
Geospatial Service is putting 
pressure on its budgets.

The RDCK’s public 
websites alone access the GIS 

service more than 10 times 
an hour every every working 
day – 45,000 times annually. 
And that’s just one of many 
demands.

The service is funded by 
direct taxes set by bylaw – 
about $289,000 this year – and 
it’s spending right to that limit. 

“And the service is 
growing, we’re finding more 
demand, higher demand for 
the service, both from the 
public and internally,” says 
CAO Stuart Horn. “So there 
needs to be something done 
for the sustainability of the 
service.”

Further, the report to 
the board warns that the 
funding model “creates undue 
budgetary and administrative 
complexity and impedes the 
overall provision of service.”

So the administration 
wants to come up with a 
new funding model for the 
service. How that will play 
out – with new charges and 
fees, a change in the bylaw 
limits, or a new place in the 
corporate structure – remains 
to be seen. The administration 
will come back to the board 
with a service case analysis 

in the months to come.
“ T h e r e ’ s  n o  p r e -

supposition about where this 
is going to end up,” says Horn. 

Kaslo 
Cemetery service

The RDCK is going to have 
to dig up old bylaws to review 
the cemetery service it provides 
to Area D.

The bylaw covering the 
service is quite old, says Area D 
Director Aimee Watson.

“The request was from the 
Village of Kaslo, who Area 
D is partnered with on many 
services, to look at how we 
might be able contribute to 
their cemetery,” says Watson. 
“But Area D has several other 
cemeteries, so at this point it’s 
an investigation into where the 
current bylaw might be, and 
what that looks like, or if we 
need to re-establish the service.”

There are several societies 
that manage cemeteries in Area 
D, and Watson says she’s not 
aware of any real problems that 
have cropped up. But it’s been 
a long time since they looked 
at the issue, so staff will see if 
the service agreement needs 
an overhaul.

Septic tanks & pipe

We are limiting people to 4 customers in the store  
at any one time. Social distancing of 6 feet is required.  

Please no sickness allowed in the store.

Plumbing & electrical supplies

Fir pellets by the pallet or in 1 tonne 
bulk bags (must be able to move to your 
residence, no delivery of  bulk pellets)

Spring bulbs 
Bulk garlic (12 varieties)  

Now in stock, great selection
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NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit
Cleaning protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commer-
cial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles. 
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Marvin’s Small Motor Repairs
Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm
Open regular hours 250-265-4911

Nakusp Computers 
Open Mon-Fri, 10:30 am - 3:30 pm
250-265-0129; nakuspcomputers@gmail.com; facebook.com/nakuspcomputers

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.
Studio Connexion Art Gallery
Open by appointment or by chance Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm
250-265-8888; 203 Fifth Ave NW, Nakusp

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing 
more space to shop. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave 
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES – NOW MORE THAN EVER!
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Eric’s Meats
Open Tues-Sat 9:30 am-5 pm
250-353-2436 

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 11 am daily. Kitchen open 11 am-8:30 pm for dine-in and take-out. 
Front desk 8 am-8 pm for check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols 
in place. 250-353-7714; kaslohotel.com; Facebook.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Village of Kaslo
Open 10 am-3 pm, Mon-Fri. We’re also available by phone or email.
admin@kaslo.ca, 250-353-2311 x101, www.kaslo.ca, facebook.com/KasloBC/

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Coin Laundry
Open 9 am-7 pm, 7 days a week
Use your intelligence, engage in physical distancing and wash hands when you 
come in and when you leave. Soap is good. The premises are being cleaned 
twice a day.
Contact: Wendy @ 358-7792 or Rod – phone numbers on signs inside the building.

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 

with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your 
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to 
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Now open every day: Monday through Saturday, 10:30 am-4:30 pm (from 10 
am on Friday), and on Sunday, 11 am-3 pm. We’ve still got cool clothes, great 
books, and more – hope to see you soon!

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca; www.valleyvoice.ca 

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

SLOCAN
Mountain Valley Station Gas/Convenience
Open regular hours 8 am-7 pm daily
Bottle Depot open Tues-Sat 9-5, closed holidays
Taking precautions for everyone’s health and safety
250-355-2245

Village of Slocan – Fitness Centre, Library, Campground, 
Playgrounds
Village Office open by appointment. Other facilities temporarily closed.
Campground open June 15 to BC residents, self-contained units only.
250-355-2277, info@villageofslocan.ca, www.slocancity.com

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the 
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250-
226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local 
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online 
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New COVID hours: Mon-Sat, 10 am-5 pm (closed Sun)
Email to order for pick-up
gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255 

Kootenay Country Craft Distillery
Open for online/telephone sales. Tasting room closed.
Hand sanitizer available.
lora@kootenaycountry.ca
250-355-2702

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out and delivery. Outdoor seating. 9 am-7 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

SLOCAN PARK
StillPoint Pottery
250 226-6876, 3019 Slocan Valley East Road, Slocan Park
You are welcome to visit us Tues-Sat, 10 am-4 pm in a safe, hygienic environment. 
For updates check Facebook, Instagram or our web page stillpointpottery.ca

Your business could be listed here 
for only $10 + GST

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Slocan Valley meat processor 
says further changes to the rules 
governing how rural and small-
scale abattoirs can work are a good 
step, but don’t address all the issues 
needed to support them.

“The Ministry of Agriculture is 
showing some great initiative here,” 
says Kyle Wiebe, the president of 
BC Meatworks, a Slocan Park-
based abattoir. “Unfortunately, as 
long as Area H is limited to Class 
E [processing 10 animal units a 
year], there will be little change to 
local production.”

Some positives seen in proposed rule changes for rural abattoirs
Last  week,  the  Province 

announced rule and policy changes 
to increase livestock production and 
processing in rural areas to help 
improve rural food supply and food 
security in the province. The changes 
are now going out to the industry 
for feedback.

The ‘intentions paper’ has 
suggested policy changes that “will 
also increase economic opportunities 
and strengthen BC’s provincial food 
system,” the agricultural department 
says.

The regulation changes address 
how much meat producers can 
process, and where it can be sold. 

The Province is also contemplating 
changes for mobile abattoirs to 
improve service.

One thing Wiebe is happy with 
is the idea of ‘virtual inspections,’ a 
pilot program the Province says it 
will begin.

“Providing virtual services was 
something I saw first in the UK 
several years ago,” he told the 
Valley Voice. “However, the stigma 
and privacy issues associated with 
surveillance (CCTV in the UK 
model) would make it a particularly 
hard sell to rural farmers. I think 
that an initial and annual-plus 
spot inspection system is the best 

next step.”
One model that could work 

is the Interior Health’s risk-based 
model for Licensed Food Premises, 
Wiebe thinks.

The ministry is also asking for 
input on a number of topics to support 
public health and a safe meat supply, 
such as increasing the frequency 
of inspections to an annual basis, 
revising the code of practices for 
abattoir operators with standardized 
procedures “to bring consistent 
practices… and updating licensee 
training on slaughter practice, animal 
welfare and food safety.”

While he sees the changes as 

generally good, Wiebe also thinks 
there are plenty of other areas that 
need to be addressed to truly change 
the game for abattoir operators in 
rural areas.

“A parallel issue that needs to 
be addressed is land use,” he says. 
“Significant review is happening at 
the Agriculture Land Commission 
regarding permitted land use.

“The Ministry of Agriculture 
and ALC need to liaison to ensure 
that the frameworks they are 
creating have synergy, and that 
local governments cannot easily 
overwrite their ‘provisions’ for small 
scale operators.”
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Professional fitting, expert service.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

vincedevito.ca
facebook.com/pages/ 
Vince-DeVitos-Specialty-
Footwear-LTD

Vince DeVito Shoes has a great  
selection of CSA and  

Non CSA Canada West Boots 
We are open with reduced hours. Need something?  

Call us, 250-352-6261, online @ vincedevito.ca

For those customers wanting to stay home 
please call us and we will ship for free 
or deliver within a safe distance.

COMMUNITY

Laquita 
Bouillet (nee 
Schneider)

July 19, 1930-August 25, 2020
Laquita Joy Bouillet (nee 

Schneider), beloved wife, mother 
and nana, passed away at home in 
Victoria, BC.

Laquita was born in Provost, 
AB to Bennie and Zetta Schneider. 
The family moved to Nelson, BC 
in 1947 where Laquita worked for 
her dad in Bennie’s Grocery, and 
later became a hairdresser.

Maurice and Laquita were married in Nelson on September 7, 1953. Over 
the next twenty eight years they made their home in Nelson, Cranbrook and 
New Denver, where they raised their five children and enjoyed fishing and 
camping throughout those years. After selling the Slocan Lake Hardware 
in New Denver in 1980 they moved to Vancouver Island and spent 
many happy years in Nanaimo. They enjoyed exploring the countryside 
together in their RV. In 2017 they moved to Victoria to be closer to family 
and Laquita and Maurice enjoyed being a part of the Dawson Heights 
community, participating in many social activities.    
 Laquita enjoyed ceramics, pottery, sewing, painting and gardening. She 
took pride in showing her beautiful garden to her visitors. Laquita and 
Maurice were happiest when they could spend time with their family.

Laquita will be lovingly remembered by Maurice, her husband of 67 
years, children Lavona, Alida (Stew), Alvie (Rhonda), Iva (Rod), Wanda 
(James), 13 grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. Laquita was predeceased by her parents, Bennie 
and Zetta, brother Arvid, sister Gaylia and sons-in-law Mike and Lee.

Laquita will be laid to rest in Nelson at a later date.
In Laquita’s memory, donations can be made to Dawson Heights 

Housing, 3710 Cedar Hill Road, Victoria, BC V8P 5V5 or to the Rosenheim 
Historical Society, PO Box 976, Provost, AB. 

Thomas R. Humphries Law Office has merged with
Thompson, LeRose & Brown Barristers & Solicitors

 
Our office has moved to 437 Front Street, Kaslo
(the Kootenay Savings Credit Union building). 

Our new office is currently under renovation but Tom and Sam
are working regular hours and can be reached at:

Ph: 250-353-2292
Fax: 250-353-7430

Email: Samantha@tlb.bc.ca
Email: Tom@tlb.bc.ca

Office hours: Tuesday – Friday
9:00 am – 3:30 p.m.

by Jan McMurray
• Suggestions on how to reduce 

the number of “poorly tuned, 
toxin-emitting two-stroke outboard 
motors that are seeping, emitting and 
polluting the pristine Slocan waters” 
are made in a letter received by 
council at its September 14 meeting 
from resident Dave Skrobot. Council 
decided to invite a representative from 
the Province to make a presentation 
on this issue.

• Council discussed a letter 

Slocan council: Seeking solution for pollution from outboard motors
from an area resident seeking non-
motorized designation for Slocan 
River, but came up with no solutions. 
Council members noted that this 
year’s unusually high water would 
have allowed motorboats, whereas 
the river is too shallow for them in 
typical years.

• A bylaw prohibiting camping 
in any public place in the Village 
except Springer Creek RV Park 
and Campground was given three 
readings. “This just allows the RCMP 

to act,” CAO Gordon explained. 
Without the bylaw, the RCMP cannot 
enforce illegal camping in town.

• The bylaw authorizing a loan of 
up to $845,000 for the purchase of the 
old mill site was adopted.

• The Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society wrote to congratulate council 
in regards to the purchase of the old 
mill site and to ask for a meeting in 
late fall about plans for the property. 
Council asked staff to meet with the 
group in late fall, as it will be too early 
in the process for council to meet with 
them. “The intent is to have a robust 
community consultation process,” 
Mayor Lunn said. CAO Michelle 
Gordon told council that the Village 
has been getting a lot of queries. She 
is collecting information from the 
calls and is keeping them on file.

•The Slocan and Distr ict 
Technical Rescue Society is applying 
for grants for a rescue boat, and asked 
council for a letter of support and 
to consider providing space at the 
old mill site for a boathouse for the 
boat. Council agreed to the letter of 
support, and will advise the society 
that the public planning process for 
the mill site will begin in 2021.

• Michael Zimmer, biologist with 
the Okanagan Nation Alliance, sent 
more information supplemental to 
his presentation at the last council 
meeting. Staff will send him a letter 
of thanks, and advise him that the 
Village is nowhere near remediation 
on the old mill site property.

• Council confirmed Slocan’s 
interest in participating in a dog 
control service in the Slocan Valley. 
The RDCK is doing an analysis to 
determine how much the service 
would cost Valley residents, and 
council decided they’d like Slocan 
to be counted in. This doesn’t 
commit Slocan to the service; CAO 
Michelle Gordon said that when 
the information about costs comes 
forward, council will be able to 

decide whether or not to participate.
• An anonymous letter from a 

resident requesting a noise bylaw 
prompted council to pass a motion 
to not accept unsigned letters. “There 
is nothing wrong with this letter, but 
I’m worried about the next one,” said 
Councillor Madeleine Perriere. “Will 
it be nasty and inappropriate because 
they don’t have to sign?” Council 
also asked staff to see if the RDCK 
is working on a noise control bylaw 
for the Slocan Valley.

• The Columbia Basin Trust 
has invited the Slocan Legion to 
apply for an Energy Sustainability 
Grant, after accepting the Legion’s 
expression of interest for funding 
for six air source heat pump units. If 
successful, the grant will cover 75% 
of the project cost. Council was asked 
in July to contribute the remaining 
25% – estimated to be $6,250, based 
on a 2016 quote of $25,000 for the 
project. An updated quote of $35,916 
was recently received, pushing the 
Village’s contribution up to $10,916. 
Council agreed to the increased 
contribution, and asked staff to apply 
for a Gas Tax grant to cover it. As 
part of the CBT application stage, 
the Legion building will be assessed 
to identify the potential for improved 
energy performance and/ or energy 
generation.

• The Village has nominated 
WE Graham Community Service 
Society’s skatepark upgrade project 
for FortisBC’s Community Giving 
Fund Program. WEGCSS plans to 
install solar lights and add a new 
beginner section at the skatepark. 
Successful projects will be announced 
at the Union of BC Municipalities 
convention September 22-24.

• Public Works staff will work 
with the Slocan Valley Heritage 
Trail Society to install netting at 
the trailhead gazebo, to prevent 
barn swallows from nesting on the 
open rafters. The birds will still 
be able to build their nests on the 
outside perimeter of the gazebo. 
The netting project was suggested 
by local MP Richard Cannings, 
biologist and birder, when the society 
approached him about the problem 
of bird droppings on the floor and 
benches of the gazebo.

• A link to an article about 
the draft housing report for the 
RDCK will be shared in the Village 
newsletter. “We have an affordable 
housing crisis throughout our 
region. Congratulations to staff for 
putting together a development with 
M’akola,” said Councillor Pelletier.

• The library opened September 
17, with a COVID plan in place. 
Council noted that there was no news 

yet about the gym reopening.
• Mayor Jessica Lunn thanked 

staff and the fire department for 
their response to the windstorm on 
Labour Day. “It was unprecedented, 
how many trees came down,” she 
said. Councillor Perriere noted 
that the flags at the Logger Sports 
grounds and the children’s banners 
had been blown “all over town.” Staff 
was asked to contact Gary Burns 
to ask him to remove the Logger 
Sports flags.

• Council asked the CAO to look 
into a bylaw prohibiting chemical 
sprays, after receiving a letter from 
a resident about this. 

• Council received the quarterly 
financial report as at June 30. 
Revenues have been affected this 
year due to COVID-19: the cautious 
opening of the campground, closure 
of the gym, lack of wellness centre 
rental revenue, and low investment 
income because of low interest rates. 
However, the Small Communities 
Grant provided by the Province was 
increased by $16,000.

• Mayor Lunn reported that the 
provincial project to improve the 
rail trail included paving up to Fitz 
Avenue only. Councillor Pelletier 
added that there is still work to do on 
the berms. “What is there right now 
is phase one, and there are two more 
phases,” he said.

• A documentary film crew from 
HogHead Media is coming to Slocan 
in October to find out more about 
the locomotive that sank in the lake 
in 1947. The crew is interested in 
talking to anyone interested in local 
history. Email kerrigan@cartner.com 
for more information.

• The mayor noted that council 
will be hosting a public meeting 
about the affordable housing project 
in October or November.

• Councillor Perriere reported 
that she attended the Slocan Valley 
Seniors’ Housing Society AGM, and 
a motion was passed for the society to 
take on housing projects for a broader 
target market – not just seniors.

• In response to a question about 
the microhydro project, Mayor 
Lunn said the Village doesn’t have 
a business case for the project at 
this time due to the cancellation of 
BC Hydro’s standing offer program. 
However, council has budgeted 
$500,000 for the project in the five-
year financial plan in the event that 
something changes and the project 
can move ahead.

• A comprehensive plan to clean 
up fuel loads in the village was 
suggested by a resident. The CAO 
said this was being addressed through 
SIFCo’s FireSmart Program.
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Kate Misurka says the Elk Root Farm Conservation Society’s goal is to promote education and research into reintroducing native plants to the 
West Kootenay, in order to restore original ecosystems.
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SSttiillll  WWaallkkiinngg  
 

 
 

AA  wweeeekkllyy  hhoouurr  
ooff    

ssiilleennccee  &&  
ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  

  
TThhuurrssddaayy  mmoorrnniinnggss  
99::1100  aamm--1100::1100  aamm  
  
Meet at 
77tthh  aanndd  CCoolluummbbiiaa    
(Southeast corner of 
Lucerne school) 
 
SSttaarrttss  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1177tthh    
 

Please wear clothes 
appropriate to walking in 
the woods; bring walking 

poles if needed. 
Open to everyone in 

the community. 
 

Instruction will be provided. 
We will observe 

 physical distancing.  
Sponsored by local meditators  

and Wide Spot. 
 

TThhiiss  ssiimmppllee  hhoouurr    
ooff  aatttteennttiioonn    

wwhhiillee  wwaallkkiinngg    
iinn  tthhee  wwooooddss    

ccaann  hheellpp  yyoouu  ffiinndd    
yyoouurr  ggrroouunndd  aaggaaiinn. 

One of the jokes going around 
has it that being a Canadian these 
days is like living over a meth lab. 
When I first heard this line, it was in 
reference to the intentionally stoked 
fear and loathing that currently 
characterize US political discourse. 
What the joke didn’t address was the 
fact that even if the meth lab doesn’t 
blow you sky high, the fumes will 
still make you very sick.

There’s more poison in the air 
these days than political hate speech. 
There’s the virus and the acrimonious 
discussion about the virus. There 
are racial and economic inequalities 
and the fury raised by naming these 
inequalities. There are firestorms, 
choking smoke and virulent climate 
change debate. On a smaller scale, 
there’s Facebook, the Valley Voice 
letters to the editor section and 
angry neighbours. 

Honestly, some days I hardly 
know what to worry about first.

My nephew Bayard – whose 
home is minutes from the biggest 
Oregon fire – sent me a note saying, 
“I am exhausted to my core… What 
are we doing on this planet? It is 
so hard to witness that I often find 

myself paralyzed.”
His question got me thinking: 

just what are we doing? Depending 
on your frame of reference, we are 
ushering in the Sixth Extinction, 
welcoming the apocalyptic end times, 
or collapsing under a new world 
order. Or maybe we’re giving birth: 
it all depends on your perspective. 

Whatever your interpretation 
of these days, most folks I know 
are grieving, and trying to be kind 
and decent in the face of immense 
suffering. It almost doesn’t matter 
how much of our suffering is self-
inflicted, other-afflicted, or falls into 
the category ‘shit happens.’ It all 
hurts. We are all hurting. 

But it does matter how we 
choose to consider these times. 
Some conceptual frames lead us into 
paralysis, some to endless cycles of 
blame. Some could lead to new life. 
At the risk of sounding naive, I think 
there’s immense possibility if we 

Wide Spot
Over the 
Meth Lab
by Therese DesCamp

view the current chaos as birth pangs. 
“Birthing what?” you might ask. I 
don’t know, but then no one in labour 
is ever certain of the outcome. It’s 
love and hope that keep one pushing. 
For sure, nothing will be born if we 
don’t do the work.

The mental construct of this time 
as labour may not remove or even 
reduce the pain, but it will allow 
us to bear distress more gracefully. 
When we carry our own suffering, 
we are less likely to shove it off on 
others. We are less likely to respond 
in kind when another spews hate 
and fear. There is a quiet integrity 
in shouldering our own pain: grief 
at what has been lost, sorrow for the 
suffering all around us, fear of what 
happens next.

So what are we doing on this 
planet? At one level, no one knows. 
At another, it’s up to each of us to 
decide: are we breathing in the fumes 
or assisting at the birth? 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A small not-for-profit group 
in the Slocan Valley is hoping to 
encourage big changes in the way 
local people care for the land, their 
farms and their properties.

The Elk Root Conservation 
Farm Society has just received a 
$5,000 grant from the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay to 
expand its demonstration garden of 
native plants for educational and 
research purposes.

It’s one of a number of initiatives 
the society has underway on the 13-
acre property it leases at the junction 
of the Slocan and Little Slocan Rivers 
near Vallican.

“The whole property is planned 

Farm group works to rebuild native ecosystems in the Slocan Valley

and designed to create a model 
of how agriculture, local food 
security, ecological stewardship 
and conservation can go hand-
in-hand,” says Kate Misurka, the 
founder and chair of the Conservation 
Farm Society.

Started in 2016, the society’s 
stated goal is to develop the farm 
as an educational space, and an 
innovation and research centre for 
native plant propagation. Working 
with biologists, soil specialists, 
engineers and landowners, they are 
designing programs, encouraging 
schools and interested individuals 
to take part in courses, developing 
a research partnership with Selkirk 
College, inviting volunteers to work 
in the gardens, and selling seeds and 

seedlings to support their efforts.
“We’ve been pretty quiet so far, 

but all of a sudden it’s like the world 
has found us,” says Misurka. “We 
love that. We’ve just been in the 
‘build it and they will come’ phase.”

A tour of the main demonstration 
garden shows the early success 
they’ve had. Four years of soil 
research and remediation has resulted 
in incredible growth – with massive 
sunflowers, well-established berry 
bushes, vegetables, and flowers. 
One focus of research is on heritage 
fruit trees. The farm has everything 
from persimmons to walnut trees, 
18 varieties of cherries, as well as 
various strains of peaches, plums, 
apples and more. 

“It’s all done ‘beyond organic,’” 

says Misurka, with no chemicals or 
sprays, and even limiting the use of 
non-natural materials like plastics 
or landscape fabric. The emphasis 
is on plants that are both productive 
and hardy for the Kootenays – with 
its long hot summers, occasional 
drought, and often early frosts.

“We’re seeing what varieties will 
grow best, and provide that research 
and information to growers,” she 
says. “There’s some very rare stock 
in here – it’s very cool.”

One connected and spinoff 
success from the huge garden is 
the society’s work at enhancing bee 
habitat. Collecting only local bee 
colonies, Elk Root has constructed 
a state-of-the-art ‘bee barn’ that 
encourages the keystone insects and 
protects them from the harshness of 
the elements. 

“We are teeming with bees,” 
she says. “We work with biologists 
and they’ve identified the Western 
bumblebee, an endangered species, 
in and amongst the garden here.

“We have a lot of bumblebees that 
don’t even go anywhere anymore, 
they’re so happy,” she adds. “The 
garden has created a whole ecosystem 
that goes beyond our expectations.”

With its main demonstration 
garden established, the society is 
slowly ramping up its activity and 
outreach. The next big expansion 
wi l l  use  the  $5 ,000  RDCK 
grant to expand the Native Plant 
Demonstration Garden.

Right now the demonstration 
garden is hardly impressive, 
compared to the main one. On the 
surface, it’s just scraggly looking 
shrubs, plants, and saplings. But the 
150 varieties of plants it contains 
– native plants, adapted to local 
conditions – are even more important, 
in many ways, than the spectacular 
flowering garden.

“People will be able to come 
here, learn how to utilize them in 
their own gardens. They can be just 
as beautiful as cultivars, if managed 
correctly, and also as a resource for 
rewilding projects,” she says.

“Rather than just a nursery, it will 
be like this, on display, so people can 
actually see the best environments the 
plants work in,” she says. “But at the 
same time people and organizations 
can come in and volunteer, learn, 
and collect seeds, so we can support 
projects and support fundraising 
for ourselves.”

But it’s only the start for the 
society. Over the coming years, they 
plan more demonstration gardens, a 
market garden, restoring the riparian 
area where the rivers meet, and 
developing programs to encourage 
education and environment-friendly 
farm and landscape practices.

“We want this to be an educational 
hub where people can feel like they’re 
part of the community,  whether they 
are two feet tall or going to their 
100th year,” she says. “And they 
can learn there are ways to think 
outside the box that allow you to 
keep productive and create a unified 
vision of ecological stewardship in 
the valley.”

The society’s received support 
f rom government  programs, 
private business, and not-for-profit 
organizations. Among its supporters 
have been the Bee BC program, 
the Kootenay Native Plant Society, 
Urban Bee Supplies, West Coast 
Seeds, Nelson Home Hardware, 
Pacific North West Garden supplies, 
among others. Misurka also credits 
RDCK Area H Director Walter 
Popoff for his support.

The society will be holding its 
first annual fall fundraising plant sale 
soon, with a few cultivars and heritage 
fruit trees grafted by Elk Root staff 
onto regionally suited rootstock. 
While it will be a small sale this year, 
Misurka says they hope it eventually 
will be a major way the farm supports 
its conservation projects.

Right now visits to the garden are 
limited, and an appointment is needed 
for a guided walk of the grounds. 
You can visit the Elk Root Farm 
Conservation Society website or 
Facebook page for more information.
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The Nakusp Hospice Society is dedicated to ensuring that the last stages of life are comfortable and peaceful. Nakusp 
Hospice volunteers work closely with the dying, their family members, friends, community volunteers, physicians, 
nurses and other health care professionals to help clients live the remainder of their lives in dignity and comfort.
This compassionate palliative care offered by a team of dedicated volunteers is provided free of charge to 
anyone who desires the service.
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, we have been unable to host our annual fundraisers & awareness events.
The Society Coordinator, Cindy Geeraert, is a nurse at Arrow Lakes Hospital & she has an office in Minto 
House. This has provided an excellent opportunity for the coordinator to work in close proximity to residents 
and staff and to give the Hospice Society more exposure in the community.
The coordinator and volunteers are supported by an Executive Board consisting of volunteer members from 
our community. The board is responsible for the administration of the Nakusp Hospice Society and for insuring 
that Provincial and Hospice Society guidelines are followed.
The Nakusp Hospice Society is extremely fortunate to be supported by so many individuals and groups in our 
community. We would like to take this opportunity to say “Thank You” to all of them.
Volunteer Training is scheduled to 
happen this Fall, with Covid-19 
protocols in place. More 
volunteers are needed. 
Please contact us if 
you are in need 
of grief support.

Please call Cindy at 250-265-7179 or visit 
our website for more information 
at nakusphospice.wordpress.com

“Ultimate Retreat” 
3,900 sq.ft. custom built home + 
large 5 car garage + basement on 
1 acre with vegetable garden in 
Nakusp. Reduced price! 
Contact Ernie @ 250-265-4516

Hire an Apprentice
Wage subsidies available for 
17 trade areas, now including 

cook and baker.

ourtrust.org/apprentice

Collector’s son returns piece of history to Nakusp
by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A little piece of Arrow Lakes 
history returned to Nakusp last 
weekend.

A w h i s t l e  f r o m  t h e  S S 
Bonnington, a paddlewheeler that 
plied the Arrow Lakes in the first half 
of the last century, has been donated 
to the Nakusp Rail Society.

“I was immediately excited, 
and when we found out it was the 
whistle from the SS Bonnington, we 
were even more excited,” says Tracy 
Fetters of the Rail Society. “We’re 
so grateful, and absolutely honoured 
to get it.”

The artifact’s return came out 
of the blue: no one was expecting 

to see anything of the old boat ever 
again – it sank to the bottom of the 
lake sometime around 1960. But 
it seemed a small piece of the boat 
remained – in a shed of an inveterate 
collector from Procter, Derek Pollard.

“My dad was a picker before 
there were pickers,” says Shawn 
Pollard, his son. “He was one of those 
guys, if he’d see an old shed he’d go 
in and see what was in there. 

“He found that in an old shed in 
Galena Bay, along with a few other 
things. The guy he was dealing with 
who had the old shed said he got it 
off the Bonnington.”

It remained in Pollard’s collection 
for the rest of his life. But as the end 
drew near, he asked his son to bring 

it back home, to Nakusp.
“It was one of his last wishes,” 

recalls Pollard. His father died in 
December of last year. “He felt it really 
belong to Nakusp, it really belonged 
to the Arrow Lakes. The Bonnington 
was really something special for that 
area, and he knew that.”

The SS Bonnington was indeed 
part of the village’s history. The last 
paddlewheeler built on the Arrow 
Lakes, it plied the waters from 1911 
to about 1931 as part of the CPR 
system. It was a tourist attraction in 
its time, and shuttled supplies and 
people up and down the lakes.

But as the region developed, 
and roads and rail lines improved 
transportation, the fortunes of the 

paddlewheelers dimmed. Sold 
for parts in the ’40s, it eventually 
changed owners and was neglected 
until it sank. But it seems before that, 
someone pulled the old whistle from 
the boat.

So last Saturday, Pollard drove to 
Nakusp and dropped off the whistle 
– along with a ‘Notice to Passengers’ 
from the Bonnington and some 
historical photos of the vessel – to 
the Rail Society.

“Because I thought it was such a 
big thing, a piece of original history 
coming back, I wanted to give it some 
pomp and ceremony,” says Fetters. 
So she called up Mayor Tom Zelznik 
to come receive the whistle on behalf 
of the town.

Fetters says they’re still trying to 
confirm the whistle’s provenance – 
the proof it came from the Bonnington  
– but the evidence seems very strong 
that it was. While the whistle’s not 
functional now, she says they may 
try to repair it to sound again. 

In the longer term, she says 
the society will discuss plans for 
the whistle at its October 4 annual 
general meeting.

“Our first thought would be we’ll 
offer it to the Archives  – they’ve been 
very supportive of the Rail Society,” 
she says. “And if they can’t hang 
it in the Archives, we’ll offer it to 
the Museum.” 

As for Pollard, he says the hand-
off ceremony would have made his 
dad proud.

“It makes me very happy, and my 
dad would have been just beaming 
yesterday,” Pollard told the Valley 
Voice after the event. “My dad would 
have been living it up in the limelight. 
He didn’t seek it, but if it came his 
way he loved it.” 

The whistle from the SS Bonnington and 
historical photos of the paddlewheeler were 
presented to Nakusp Mayor Tom Zeleznik 

(centre) on September 19 by Shawn Pollard 
(right) and James Ewin (left).



September 24, 2020   The Valley Voice  13COMMUNITY

joldhamfinehomes.cajoldhamfinehomes.ca
“When You Want It Done Right”“When You Want It Done Right”

Having trouble Having trouble 
acquiring a new acquiring a new 
home construction home construction 
permit?permit?
We can We can 
Help. Help. 

For all your New Home For all your New Home 
Construction & General Construction & General 

Contracting Contracting 
Needs!Needs!

Contact Jesse Oldham Contact Jesse Oldham 
(licenced HPO Builder)  (licenced HPO Builder)       
(cell # (cell # 250 551 2593250 551 2593) • ) • Jesseoldham@hotmail.comJesseoldham@hotmail.com  

Servicing New Servicing New 
Denver, Nakusp, Denver, Nakusp, 
Kaslo & Slocan Kaslo & Slocan 

areaarea

New Owners!  
Columbia Machinery Site  
517 3A Avenue, Nakusp

•  Maintain Businesses and Tenants,  
Beautify the Lands

•  Potential Subdivision/Development  
of the Surrounding Lands

•  Inviting your feedback and suggestions:

James Kay, Alder Lands Development Ltd.  
250-870-6261, James@AlderLands.ca  

www.AlderLands.ca

A Creative Glass Studio
Opening October 2020

Offering classes in:
•  Stained Glass
•  Glass mosaics
•  Lampworking (glass bead making)
•  Stained glass stepping stones

Follow me on Facebook  
for the latest information and class 
schedules: Facebook.com/ 
Dragonfly-a-Creative-Glass-Studio

Phone: 250-355-2720 
Email: lori@dragonflyorganics.ca

I look forward to sharing my love  
of glass with you.

Glass artist offers classes at new Dragonfly Studio in Slocan

submitted
Yes! You can pick your own 

apples again this year and have them 
pressed into amazing shelf-stable 
juice… but things will look a little 
different this year.

Rather than hosting an event and 
bringing the mobile press to us, the 
West Kootenay Permaculture Co-op 
(Kootenay Food) will load your 
apples and take them to Creston to 
be juiced and packaged and returned 
the following day. This should allow 
a swift and safe intake process and 
offer a window of a few days for you 
to pick up your juice after it returns 
to the Valley. Community load-up 
will happen Saturday, October 3 in 
the morning at Slocan Park Hall. 
Participating community members 
are required to register their order 
by emailing hub@kootenayfood.
com and you will be given a specific 
loading time between 9 am and 
noon, to avoid backlogs and to limit 
the number of people onsite at any 
given time.

Here is what you need to know 
about having your apples juiced.

As always, windfallen and 
mouldy fruit will not be accepted, as 
it will contaminate the whole batch. 
Freshly handpicked unbruised fruit 
is best. It takes about five pounds of 
ripe apples to make one litre of juice. 
This year all juice will be packed 
into five-litre boxes. You are paying 
only for the pressing, packaging and 
transport fees. Kootenay Food does 
not profit from this service.

 We aim to expedite the loading 
process this year by having fewer 
people with larger volumes. There is 
a minimum volume of 200+ pounds 
required per order. If you have less 
than 200 pounds of fruit, you can 
team up with a friend or neighbour 
to bundle your fruit together ahead of 
time or you can donate your smaller 
volumes to Kootenay Food anytime 
the last week of September and in 
exchange you will receive a voucher 
for a free five-litre box of juice.

There  are  o ther  ways  to 
get involved.

If you are without fruit, don’t 

PressFest returns to the Slocan Valley 
for 2020, adapted to suit the times

worry! You can still fill your pantry 
with Kootenay Food Apple Juice, 
available to purchase in October. 
All proceeds raised from our juice 
sales always go back to feeding our 
community. Another option is to 
spend a few hours picking in exchange 
for taking home fruit of your own. All 
our harvest rescue volunteers leave 
with a one-third share of the total 
harvest. We have weekly gleans 
throughout the month of September 
all around the Valley you can get in 
on. Sign up for harvest notifications 

at kootenayfood.com/volunteer or 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram.

If you have fruit trees you 
would like harvested by a small 
glean team, you can reach out to 
grow@kootenayfood.com to arrange 
to have a harvest rescue. Homeowners 
can keep one-third of the volume and 
a one-third share goes back to our 
community through the creation of 
shelf-stable Kootenay Food products. 

Yo u r  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t 
PressFest 2020 can be sent to 
hub@kootenayfood.com

by Jan McMurray
Dragonfly, a Creative Glass 

Studio is now open in Lemon Creek, 
south of Slocan.

the last 10 years.”
S tee l  bu i l t  a  cab in  on 

the property and moved there 
permanently two years ago. Then 
she started building her studio.

Her 90-year-old father is a 
master woodworker, and helped 
her finish the inside of the studio 
from his home on the island, 
sharing his knowledge via facetime 
and phone calls. She brought the 
doors he built for her Sooke studio 
to Slocan and “I built my studio 
around them,” she said.

Steel’s classes will be kept to 
four people, which will allow for 
physical distancing in the studio. 
She will also offer one-on-one 
classes, as well as studio time so 
people can use the space and tools. 

C h e c k  t h e  ‘ D r a g o n f l y, 
a  C r e a t i v e  G l a s s  S t u d i o ’ 
Facebook page or contact Lori 
a t  250-355-2720 for  more 
information, or to book your own 
private class of four.

Debbie Lee (left) takes a stained glass stepping stone class with Lori Steel (right) at Steel’s new Dragonfly Creative Glass Studio in Lemon Creek.

Owner Lori Steel will be 
offering classes in stained glass, 
glass mosaics, stained glass stepping 
stones and lampworking (making 

glass beads) starting in October.
“I just finished building my 

studio this spring and I’m so excited 
to start teaching again,” said Steel.

For the last 10 years, Steel has 
been making and selling lampwork 
beads out of her mobile studio 
at festivals and art shows. When 
COVID hit, and shows were 
cancelled, she decided to go back 
to teaching.

“I took a stained glass class 
25 years ago and fell in love with 
working with glass,” she says. “I 
got into commission work and then 
started teaching.”

Steel built her first studio 
in Metchosin and her second in 
Sooke. “This is my third and final 
studio,” she says. “I’m never 
moving again!”

She found the Slocan Valley 
on a camping trip about 13 years 
ago. “I took a road trip to visit 
friends in Castlegar. When I came 
up over the hill looking down 
into the Slocan Valley, I thought, 
‘OK, here it is!’ I bought a piece 
of property within the next month 
and have been working on it for 
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Considering Development?  
Residential, Commercial, Industrial?  

In the Village of Nakusp?  
Contact Investment Ready Nakusp Today.  

James, 250-870-6261, James@InvestmentReadyNakusp.ca, www.InvestmentReadyNakusp.ca

Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

313 Hwy 23, Nakusp 
250-265-7258

The Hungry Barber

Nakusp council, September 14: Council 
moves forward on water, airport issues
by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

• There’ll be labour peace at the 
Village until 2023. Council approved 
a three-year contract for its workers, 
calling for a 2% increase in each of 
the three years. The new contract took 
effect on August 1. 

• Council moved to change 
its cannabis bylaw. It removed a 
reference to only allowing one 
cannabis shop in the community. This 
frees other would-be retailers to open 
in town, if they can meet the other 
physical and legal requirements.

• Council approved spending 
$20,000 on the engineering design 
work for a new reservoir for the 
village. The 200,000-US-gallon 

(approx. 757,000-litre) reservoir is 
a cornerstone of the town’s plans to 
secure and improve its water supply. 
Staff told councillors they were 
still a few steps away from letting 
the contract to potential firms, and 
this step would secure engineered 
drawings of the job, a proper budget 
estimate, and the required legal and 
tender documents. That should be 
done by the end of the fall, with an 
eye to building the new reservoir 
in the spring. It’s estimated to cost 
somewhere between $450,000 and 
$600,000.

• Councillors did a solid for 
the future council – and taxpayers 
– of 2060. That’s when the town’s 
new breakwater should be due for 
replacement. Instead of scrambling to 
scrape up the cash for an emergency 
repair, council voted to establish a 
reserve fund to slowly build a pot 
of money to replace the marina 
structure. It will also do the same 
for the municipal campground. 
Establishing both funds could impact 
taxes going into the future, but 
with many variables and a long 
timeframe, council can adjust the 
annual contribution according to 
need. 

• Council will apply to have the 
municipal airport lands taken out 
of the Agricultural Land Reserve. 

However, it will have to wait until 
October to make the application, as 
the Agricultural Land Commission is 
changing its procedures. Council will 
have to review its own application 
and approve it before sending it up 
the chain for approval. 

•  The Recreation Nakusp 
Society is applying for a grant for 
improvements to the Jackie James 
Memorial Park. The group, which 
represents hockey, soccer, slo-pitch 
and other sports, is seeking $25,000 
from the RDCK’s Community Works 
Fund to supplement the $63,000 they 
have in the bank now – $30,000 of 
which came from council. The money 
will go to improvements to the ball 
diamond. Council approved writing a 
letter of support for the group. 

• An investor is buying the old 
Columbia Machinery building, but 
needs to have the dog’s breakfast 
o f  decades -o ld  zon ing  and 
variance issues settled before any 
improvements or development can 
begin. Council took the first step by 
allowing a Development Variance 
Permit to recognize the building’s 
placement – it sits almost on the edge 
of its property line, in violation of 
modern standards – to make it a legal, 
non-conforming parcel of land. That 
way the developer can subdivide the 
property in the future.

submitted
Land development is a crucial 

part of the growth, vibrancy, and 
financial health of a community. 
This is a key message in phase two 
of the Investment Ready Nakusp 
(IRN) project.

“I want Nakusp residents to 
consider the reasons why land 
development is beneficial to the 
Village of Nakusp and all of its 
residents,” says James Kay of the IRN 
leadership team. “I would like to share 
the process and explain the approach 
with hopes others will see just how 
beneficial it can be, and will consider 
developing as well.”

Housing is one of the main 
outcomes, Kay says. Nakusp has a 
housing shortage, both of rentals and 
affordable housing options. Moreover, 
Nakusp’s community profile notes 
that 89% of Nakusp homes were 
built before the year 2000, 74% were 
built before 1981 (compared to 44% 
across BC), and 8.9% require major 

repairs. “It is critical that we create 
new housing opportunities,” said Kay. 

Investment  to create new 
residential units above commercial 
shops or behind a primary residence 
adds vibrancy and revenue-generating 
opportunities. Investment in land, 
in the form of development, creates 
value and wealth for the landowner, 
but also jobs for consultants, trades, 
builders and supporting industries. 
Investment raises the value, which 
raises the property taxes paid, and 
helps lower the taxes for residents. 
New residents and businesses spend 
in local shops and restaurants and help 
grow a healthy community.

“The key to remember is that 
council and staff are here to protect 
our village, our downtown core, our 
neighbourhoods, our streets,” said 
Kay. “They spend enormous time 
and effort to consult residents and 
businesses, understand the priorities, 
needs, and fundamental fabric of the 
community. These are enshrined in 
the Official Community Plan, which is 
why this update and consultation is so 
vitally important. From there, bylaws 
are created, updated, and enforced 
to keep the community character 
and form and feel while permitting 
some key development opportunities: 
downtown revitalization, garden and 
carriage house suites, subdivision, 
multi-family developments, mobile 
home, industrial park, and commercial 
developments. Development is tightly 
regulated and must meet these plans 

and bylaws or get council’s explicit 
permission for a variance.”

The first step in considering 
development is to understand what 
rules and regulations pertain to your 
land, Kay explains. “IRN can help 
you with this,” he says. “You need 
to know the designation in the OCP, 
the zoning in the bylaw, and any 
site-specific considerations such as 
minimum lot size, maximum height, 
required setbacks.”

Kay says the bylaws also prescribe 
whether a Development Permit is 
required to show staff and council 

additional information. In some cases, 
a Development Variance Permit is 
required to legalize an existing non-
conforming condition or permit a 
variance to an existing bylaw. In 
most cases, he says, infrastructure 
upgrades are required. Staff offer a 
pre-application meeting to discuss 
and explain. “You want to know what 
is permitted, and then consider the 
highest and best use of your lands,” 
he says.

Highest and best use often 
means looking at whether a simple 
building permit within the existing 

zone is appropriate, or a rezoning or 
re-designation to a different use might 
be better. “These controls are crucial: 
you do not want incompatible uses 
next door to one another,” Kay says. 

At the same time, densification, 
and creation of more units on a given 
site may be in the community’s 
benefit, and council is charged with 
considering and deciding what is best 
for the community.

“Done right, done carefully, 
d e v e l o p m e n t  c a n  b e  a  k e y 
component of a strong community,” 
concludes Kay.

Land development – what is it and why do it?
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MEET MR. BEAR! Mr. Bear is a shy 
young kitty but he’s getting braver every 
day and his personality is starting to 
show. He likes to be cuddled in a quiet 
place. He’s a laid-back kinda guy that 
gets along well with other kitties and small 
dogs. If you think he’ll fit into your family,  
call PALS today at 250-265-3792. 

Welcome Slocan Valley residents. The 
Slocan River Streamkeepers’ 2020 
Annual General Meeting will convene 
on October 14 (5:30-6:30pm) in the 
Passmore Hall (3656 Old Passmore 
Rd). Safe social distancing will be 
adhered to.
Slocan River Streamkeepers have 
worked with the community, for over 
17 years, to protect and rehabilitate 
the aquatic and wetland ecosystems 
of Slocan River through education, 
restoration, and monitoring. We’ll 
be calling for Board of Directors 
nominations. Established and new 
members are all welcome to come!

Refreshments provided.

Paul Huyter Sr. 
July 13, 1933 – August 28, 2020

It is with great sadness that we share with you that Paul passed away 
peacefully at home with family by his side on August 28, 2020.

Paul was born on July 13, 1933 to Theodore (Fred) and Annie Huyter at 
Woking, Alberta. Paul grew up on the family farm with his eleven siblings. 

During his years growing up on the farm, times were hard so Paul and his 
brothers would trap to help bring in money. They also worked as a family to 
raise a large garden, harvest the crops, care for the farm animals, and milk the 
cows to ship and sell the cream.

At the age of 15 years, Paul left home to seek employment to help support 
the family. He worked as a farm hand and on the extra gang for the railroad. 
Seven years later, Paul and a friend signed up to work in the mine at Yellowknife. 

They soon discovered that working in a mine was not for them so, as soon as their obligatory three months were up, 
they were out of there. From there, Paul made his way to Fort St. James where he worked in a sawmill. All the while, 
Paul continued to send money home to help support his family.

While helping his brother, George, move to Graham’s Landing in 1956, Paul was so taken with the area that he 
moved here a year later. His parents were still on the farm in Alberta, but their health was declining, and things weren’t 
going well for them. A reflection of the kind and caring person that he was, Paul bought a place in Graham’s Landing 
and moved his parents here with him. It was also at Graham’s Landing where Paul met his future wife, Caroline. 

Paul worked for a few private logging companies before being hired on with Celgar where he worked for many 
years. He started out hooking chokers and bucking on the landing, but eventually became a faller. In 1966, Paul was 
offered a job as the bus driver and custodian for the Arrow Park School. He thoroughly enjoyed the job and interacted 
well with the students but, at that time, the pay was not enough to comfortably look after a family, so he gave it up. 
He worked as a foreman for a company clearing along the river in preparation for the flooding of the valley and then 
went back to work as a faller in the woods. He worked for several logging companies and was such a hard worker and 
produced so much wood each day that his work ethic is still talked about. Unfortunately, he also had many injuries, so 
eventually had to leave falling. Paul then focused his energies into staying at home and growing a big garden and raising 
farm animals to help sustain the family. 

Because of the flooding of the valley, Paul and his family moved from Graham’s Landing to McCormack Bench 
above Burton in 1968. At that time, Paul also purchased a small house and moved it to the property for his parents to live 
in. Paul and his family looked after his father and mother until they passed at the age of 91 and 93 years respectively. In 
1989, Paul and Caroline built a house on property near East Arrow Park where he contentedly lived out the remainder 
of his days.

Paul was an avid hunter, fisherman, mushroom picker, gardener and he loved his pets. Paul lost the ability to 
walk in 2018, but he didn’t let that stop him from doing what he could. He would help prune the raspberries, pick the 
gooseberries and, in the last few years, it was common to see him along the highway between Nakusp and Burton on 
his scooter collecting bottles and cans. The money was put into an account to help the eldest grandson with the cost of 
an exchange trip to Japan. It gave Paul a sense of purpose and he so enjoyed being outdoors. The family thanks all the 
truckers who would radio each other to say that Paul was out today and where he was at that given time. If he was at 
a spot where it was safe for a vehicle to stop, many people would stop and chat and he loved that so much. So many 
people looked out for him and the family cannot thank each and every one of you enough.

Paul had a gruff exterior but, inside, had such a soft and caring heart. This was evidenced in that little children 
were always taken to him as were all animals. Paul was well known for his love of his pets and, when they would pass 
on, would mourn their passing for months. He was also well known for his stubbornness and determination; it was 
that determination that enabled him to make his life the best that it could be when his health was declining. He was so 
appreciative of the care that he was given and provided many laughs with his witty sense of humour that really surfaced 
during the past couple years. Paul was honest to a fault and, if you asked him something, would always tell you the truth, 
even if it wasn’t what you were hoping to hear. Once you figured Paul out, you had to love the guy! He was genuine.

Paul had a deep love for his family and worked hard to look after them. He was proud of the wonderful and caring 
people that his children grew up to be and, later, was so happy to be blessed with four grandsons. Paul is survived by his 
loving wife, Caroline, of 58 years; his son, Paul (Keren) of Salmon Arm, his daughters Annette (Brian Sutherland) of 
Arrow Park and Rosalyne (Doug Awai) of Victoria; four grandsons: Matthew, Joshua, Benjamin and Jackson; his mother-
in-law, Dora Brown; and many nieces, nephews, great nieces and nephews, and many great-great nieces and nephews. 

Family who were waiting to welcome Paul into Heaven are his parents, Fred and Annie Huyter; brothers: George, 
Alec, John, Bill, Mike, Matt and Nick; sisters: Dora, Lena, Kay and Mary; father-in-law Bill Brown, and many nieces 
and nephews.

We wish to extend sincere thanks to all of our family and friends for their support over the past few years, the doctors 
and staff at both the Arrow Lakes Hospital and Saddle Mountain Medical Clinic, with special thanks to Dr. Norm Lea 
for his kind and unwavering care of Paul for so many years.

A private funeral service was held on Saturday, September 5, 2020, followed by Paul’s internment at the Burton 
Cemetery. Those wishing to do so, may make a donation to the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation in Paul’s memory.

by Moe Lyons
• After the initial approval of 

various minutes and adjustment of the 
agenda, the first item discussed was the 
continuation of online council meetings 
for the foreseeable future. Although 
Mayor Clarke remarked this decision 
was somewhat ironic in view of the 
technical difficulties getting this meeting 
underway, council agreed to continue 
to meet online, and Mayor Clarke 
pointed out this also made the meetings 
accessible to people in wheelchairs and 
folks who are unable to cross the border.

During public participation, Don 
Broughton asked why council does not 
meet at Memorial Hall. He stated that in 
view of the difficulties connecting for this 
current meeting, and that in his opinion 
the Village offices should have been 
made wheelchair accessible some time 
ago, he felt the rationale for continuing 
online meetings was not valid.

• The RDCK is doing a service 
case analysis for dog control in Area 
H, and council voted for Silverton to be 
included. Participation in the analysis 
does not commit the Village to participate 
in any future dog control bylaw. 

• Council decided, at Councillor 
Main’s suggestion, to hold a Committee 
of the Whole meeting to discuss how 
to implement the 100% Renewable 
Kootenays initiative.

• Council agreed to endorse the 
RDCK’s food security proposal, 
which will be presented to Minister 
of Agriculture Lana Popham at the 
Union of BC Municipalities convention. 
Councillor K. Gordon wanted more 
information, fearing the proposal might 
restrict local farmers. Mayor Clarke 
said it could help by creating storage, 
promoting local transport, etc. and 
Councillor Main said it is not about 
restricting local farmers, but rather 
encouraging policies that would support 
local production. What this all would 
result in, said Councillor Main, is “more 
people able to access more food from 
more regional farmers.”

Silverton has had a Food Charter 
since November 2013 and will build on 
this to encourage a local and regional 
food economy.

• Mayor Clarke’s report reiterated 
regional concerns about internet 
connectivity, and once more stressed 
that people in the basin want “fibre to 

Silverton council, September 9: Virtual council meetings to continue
homes publicly owned and controlled.”

“We didn’t do all this work and 
spend all this money just to hand it over at 
the end,” he said. Councillor K. Gordon 
concurred, “That would put us back into 
the dark ages.” At a meeting with CBT 
reps, Clarke said he “pushed hard” for 
CBT to consider including ‘the last mile’ 
in the mandate of the Columbia Basin 
Broadband Corporation.

• Mayor Clarke met with the New 
Denver mayor and CAO to discuss how 
the communities could work together 
more effectively. This was a wide-
ranging discussion with the intent “to 
work together with our neighbours the 
best we can.” One topic that came up 
was the possibility of a water system 
emergency backup. He also met with 
the local RCMP about traffic concerns, 
out-of-country licence plates, and 
people following COVID-related health 
protocols. If people have questions they 
are encouraged to call the RCMP.

• Councillor Main had her usual 
extensive report. One meeting of 
interest was the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Partnership meeting. Ron 
LeBlanc remains at the helm. For 2021, 
the focus is on local business supports, 
in conjunction with the Chamber of 
Commerce and neighbourhood business 
associations. LeBlanc will also continue 
updating content on the new Slocan 
Valley website, and support local 
agriculture and food businesses.

• Councillor K. Gordon reported 
on numerous conversations about the 
SS Rosebery propeller, including with 
the Mills family, and says it has become 
clear people want to see it remain in 
Silverton and to be returned to a place 
of prominence in front of the museum.

• Councillor T. Gordon stated 
there has been an increase in the rat 
population observed both in Silverton 
and New Denver.

• CAO Hillary Elliott reported 
that there had been considerable work 
to do after the windstorm on Labour 
Day. The Village is hiring a contractor 
to help with an assessment of danger 
trees. She stated this should be dealt 
with “sooner rather than later.” She 
reminded people about Arbour Days 
on September 21-24, and stressed that 

this is only for organic materials. The 
resurfacing of the Silverton footbridge 
is now complete and work is proceeding 
on the museum’s walkways. There are 
plans for improvement to public access 
at Coopers Beach and the south entrance 
of the village.

• Council received 12 letters against 
the Zincton Resort proposal, and one 
letter with concerns about people 
camping on the boulevards.

• A letter was received from the 
COVID-19 Provincial Orders Support 
Team, outlining new procedures for 
preventing the spread of the virus. 
Councillor Main feels there is an unclear 
mandate from the Province. She said the 
local Community COVID-19 Action 
Team is advocating for mandatory masks 

and “would like for local governments 
to advocate for clear direction and 
enforcement on a provincial level.”

• Council agreed to sign on to 
the ‘Different Together Pledge’ as 
requested by the Lieutenant Governor 
of BC, the Honourable Janet Austin. The 
declaration states: “Our BC is inclusive 
and respects people of all ethnicities, 
cultures and faiths and their contributions 
to our collective well-being. Our BC 
holds diversity as a fundamental value 
at the heart of the success, strength 
and resilience of our communities, 
workplaces, schools, public and private 
institutions. I pledge to uphold and 
promote these values, and I commit to 
speaking up to oppose racism and hate 
in all its forms.”

• RDCK sent a letter confirming 
the continuation of the Regional Energy 
Efficiency Program and provided the 
link to find out more and sign up: www.
rdck.ca/REEP.

• Council agreed to send a letter 
supporting a national pharmacare 
program to the federal minister of 
health, Patty Hadju (Address Locator 
0900C2, Ottawa, ON K1A 0K9; 
hcminister.ministresc@canada.ca). 
Councillor Main suggested individuals 
should also send such a letter.

• Anyone wishing to participate 
in a study about recreation in 
t h e  C o l u m b i a  h e a d w a t e r s  i s 
welcome to contact the researcher 
by email: karine.pigeon@unbc.ca or 
780-223-7317.
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NOTICE OF 2020 TAX SALE
VILLAGE OF KASLO

 
The Local Government Act Sec. 645(1) states “At 10:00 a.m. 
on the last Monday in September, at the council chambers, the 
collector must conduct the annual tax sale by offering for sale 
by public auction each parcel of real property on which taxes 
are delinquent.”
 
The Village of Kaslo takes no responsibility for the condition or 
quality of the properties being offered for sale. All prospective 
bidders are advised that it is their responsibility to search the 
title in advance to determine if there are any charges against 
the property. All properties are sold as is.
 
All bidders must pre-register to be eligible to bid at the auction. 
Registration will start at 9:00 a.m. and bidders must have Photo 
ID, Social Insurance Number and must have in their possession 
certified funds at the time of registration.
 
The minimum bid is the upset price, that is, the current taxes 
and penalties, arrears and delinquent taxes and interest, 5% tax 
sale costs and Land Title Office transfer fees. Upon completion 
of each sale, the successful bidder must make payment imme-
diately. If the successful bidder does not have the full payment 
required, the property will be put back into the auction.
 
Properties sold at tax sale have a redemption period of one year 
from the date of the tax sale by the property owner. Properties 
not redeemed are subject to Property Transfer Tax, by the 
purchaser, under the Property Purchase Tax Act. This tax will 
be calculated on the market value of the property at the time 
the title is transferred to the purchaser at the Land Title Office.
 
Take Notice that the following property shall, at 10:00 a.m. on 
Monday, September 28th , 2020, in the Council Chambers of 
the Kaslo City Hall, 413 Fourth Street, Kaslo, BC be offered 
for sale at public auction, unless delinquent taxes with interest 
are paid by 10:00 a.m. on September 28, 2020.
 
PID 016-259-840, 016-259-858, 016-259-874, 016-259-882 
– Lots 18-21 Block C District Lot 208 Kootenay Land District 

Plan NEP393D              
439 View Street, Kaslo

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Kaslo Village council is looking into 
adopting a code of conduct, at the request 
of a woman who said a councillor adopted 
an “unprofessional, condescending and 
arrogant tone” in an email exchange 
with her.

Susan Chamberlain wrote to council 
in August to air her concerns about the 
Village changing the words in an anti-
racism proclamation. She also suggested 
Councillor Henry Van Mill resign for 
a number of comments he made on 
the issue.

After her letter was posted to 
Facebook, an email exchange began 
between Chamberlain, who lives in Area 
D just outside of Kaslo, and Councillor 
Kellie Knoll.

“Excuse me, who are you and what 
do you want?” Knoll asked Chamberlain 
in a brief email. “I think you need to move 
on because we have.”

Chamberlain responded, saying as a 
person worried about human rights and 
issues of justice, she could not “move on.” 
And she took issue to Knoll’s curt reply.

“Lastly, I am surprised and shocked 
by the unprofessional, condescending, 
arrogant tone in your response to 
my letter,” she said. “I request that 
future correspondence with me be 
more respectful and show the same 
consideration that I have given you.”

Kaslo councillor admits to ‘baiting’ member of public in email exchange
“An insult”

That’s not what happened. In a 
response that defended Councillor Van 
Mill and questioned her reasons for calling 
for his resignation, he called her criticism 
“an insult.”

“I’m sorry if I offended you but 
honestly I found your whole email an 
insult to the municipality,” he said. “You 
can’t even come as a delegation to council 
to voice your concerns, you hide behind an 
email then have the gaul [sic] to comment 
and post [it] on Facebook… I usually don’t 
comment or reply to these kind of emails 
but this pissed me off. Again sorry if I 
offend you, but I’m feeling no love from 
you with these blind requests.”
Face to face

Chamberlain came to the September 
15 council meeting to voice her concerns 
about the exchange in person.

“ I  w a s  d i s m a y e d  b y  t h e 
unprofessional tone of the emails I 
received from Councilor Knoll and 
became curious about the code of conduct 
that the Village of Kaslo council may 
use in correspondence and in personal 
conversations with the public,” she said.

Finding council doesn’t have a code 
of conduct, she called on Kaslo council 
to look into adopting one.

In questioning after her presentation, 
Knoll twice apologized for his comments 
to her – but qualified his statement 
both times.

“I do apologize for my comments, 
but [your comments] did trigger me in a 
way, just because one person on council 
doesn’t agree with your ideology, you 
think the rest of us don’t. Yet we moved 
these wonderful things in the community – 
most likely we’ll soon be acknowledging 
[Indigenous land recognition], so I’m not 
so certain why you want to be pushing 
this piece of resignation of certain 
council members…”

A second apology a few moments 
later repeated the theme. Then Knoll said 
he had purposely provoked the response 
from Chamberlain.

“That was one of the reasons why I 
baited you with those little words whence 
to bring this stuff up, of what we put 
out there to the community and what 
reflection that shows in a greater sense.”

“So you baited me?” asked 
Chamberlain.

“A couple of words,” said Knoll. “To 
throw you into this. I would say that’s a 
bait, wouldn’t it?”

Chamberlain was taken aback, but 

thanked the council for discussing the 
matter. Mayor Suzan Hewat then said 
the council would consider the code of 
conduct.

“And an apology with no ‘buts’: I 
am sorry for those rude and curt words 
I used. Honestly,” said Knoll, ending 
Chamberlain’s delegation.

Chamberlain thanked Knoll for 
the apology.

When the recommendation came 
forward directing the administration to 
look into a code of conduct, Knoll moved 
the initial motion. It was seconded by 
Councillor Rob Lang.
More questions

But the decision didn’t end some 
citizens’ concerns.

In the public question period, another 
member of the Kaslo anti-racism group 
questioned why Knoll would bait a member 
of the public.

“Kellie Knoll, I’ve known you for 
most of my life, I think you are a wonderful 
member of our community,” said Margaret 
Smith. “But I was surprised and shocked by 

the letters that were received by a member 
of our community from a council member, 
and also by the comment at this meeting 
that you were trying to bait somebody. 
I guess I still don’t understand that and 
would like some clarification on that.”

“I was trying to get a point across 
about the misuse of Facebook and 
the general effect it can have on the 
community,” he said. “So I knew a couple 
of words could create this conversation 
that we’re having here today, that created 
a code of conduct out of it… so where are 
you going with this?”

“Where I am going with this is to 
ask why, in a council meeting, you say 
you are baiting a member of the public. 
I don’t think that’s appropriate. I guess 
we’ll have to leave this for discussion for 
another time.”

Mayor Hewat put an end to the 
discussion, saying it was straying into 
personal issues, and not council business.

The administration will report back on 
how a code of conduct might be applied 
to council.

by Kathy Hartman
• The Village wants your input on 

Centennial Park. What do you want to see 
changed, improved, or remain the same 
at Centennial Park? It has been almost 15 
years since the Centennial Park Master 
Plan has been amended. Village staff was 
able to secure secure funding to hire three 
facilitators to collect information and look 
at possible new designs for the park. The 
Village hopes to collect public opinion using 
a variety of strategies from social-distancing 
events at the park, small group sessions and 
possibly a survey. CAO Catherine Allaway 
encourages residents to send in their ideas by 
email to the Village or to seize a councillor in 

New Denver council, September 8: Village 
asks for input on Centennial Park

the street. Allaway asks that the suggestions 
remain more visionary than detailed. Watch 
for more information on the Village website.

• Council discussed possible bylaw 
options to reduce the illegal and overcrowded 
camping that occurred this summer. 
Complaints were received about camping 
on the boulevards, overcrowded camping 
on New Denver lots, and illegal camping 
in the rural area and on the foreshore. The 
possibility of sharing municipal services, 
such as a bylaw officer, with Silverton and 
Slocan was put on the table. Councillor 
Colin Moss offered to take the discussion 
to the next RDCK meeting.

• Village staff was able to secure an 
extra $10,000 for the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre (NIMC). The money 
will be used to cover staffing costs at the 
NIMC, reducing the Village’s contribution. 
The grant was received from the Ministry 
of Canadian Heritage, under the Museums 
Assistance Program, COVID-19 Emergency 
Support Fund Component.

• Council instituted new fees for 
commercial access to the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre. These new fees do not 

apply to the general public or educational 
projects. The new fees are for filming on 
site, research services, and high-resolution 
reproductions of photographs and archival 
records. The fees are in line with those 
charged by the Nikkei National Museum 
and Cultural Centre, which has a collection 
with similar content.

• COVID-19 Community Action Team 
of the New Denver and Silverton area 
sent a passionate letter asking that council 
appeal to the Province for the mandatory 
wearing of masks in stores. The letter states 
that “the responsibility for keeping people 
safe has essentially been downloaded onto 
store owners, as have been the necessity for 
assuring that customers use hand sanitizer, 
observe the posted limitation on the number 
of people in the party or attend to the number 
of people allowed in the store.”

• Councillor Vern Gustafson reported 
on the work underway to repair the dike 
above the bridge on Carpenter Creek. The 
Village is looking at accessing emergency 
funding to repair the dike and straighten it 
before the next spring freshet. “So refreshing 
to hear [engineers] agree that we are not 
going to put that same thumb back in that 
same hole,” said Gustafson.

• Councillor Gerald Wagner reported 
that engineers have looked at the cable car 
and the slough. “That slough is nasty,” said 
Wagner. “May need a 30- to 40-foot bridge.” 
However, the cable car is not as difficult to 
fix as first thought. “But it won’t happen this 
fall,” he said.

• The Village of New Denver will 
respond to the mayor of Comox’s plea that 
all municipalities insist that the federal 
government fulfill its promise to implement 
a universal, national pharmacare program. 
A letter will be sent to federal Minister of 
Health Patty Hadju.

• A study to understand recreation in 
the Columbia Headwaters is underway 
and local residents are invited to provide 
input, says a letter from local resident 
Nadine Raynolds, Columbia Headwaters 
Program Manager, Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative. Anyone with 
feedback can contact Karine Pigeon: 
karine.pigeon@unbc.ca or 780-223-7317.
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submitted
The Regional District of 

Central Kootenay (RDCK) has 
been selected as a winner of a 2020 
Sustainable Communities Award 
for the Accelerate Kootenays 
project. The award honours and 
celebrates the most innovative 
environmental initiatives in cities 
and communities across Canada.

In collaboration with the 
Regional District of East Kootenay 

RDCK wins a 2020 Sustainable Communities Award
(RDEK), the Regional District 
of Kootenay Boundary (RDKB) 
and Columbia Basin Trust, the 
Accelerate Kootenays project 
was the first community-driven 
collaborative strategy to build 
a clean transportation network 
by installing public charging 
infrastructure for electric vehicles 
(EV) throughout the region. It was 
coordinated over three years, at the 
cost of $1.89 million, and involved 

multiple partners with varying 
expertise to transform a rural region 
into one that facilitates EV travel.

The project  successfully 
demonstrated how regional 
governments and organizations 
can collaborate to deploy a 
cha rg ing  ne twork  t h rough 
strategic partnerships. It effectively 
increased traffic at charging stations 
in rural areas, bolstered economic 
development opportunities for 

local businesses, contributed to 
reducing greenhouse gases in the 
transportation sector, and has been 
recognized provincially, nationally 
and internationally.

The RDCK is one of the 
11 winning local governments 
from across the country chosen 
by the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM) for their 
outstanding efforts in one of 
nine categories.

Winners will each deliver a 
live, TED-talk-style presentation 
on their  projects  at  FCM’s 
virtual Sustainable Communities 
Conference, to be held October 
20-22, 2020. Recipients in each 
category are also eligible for the 
Inspire Award, given to the most 
creative and innovative project 
following the conference.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

We have lots of new cards 
in-store! Come see our great 

selection. Still open every day.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC 
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

T H E AT R E  L I V E S !
Live from the Langham Video Series

Live off-the-floor mini-concerts from some of our best Kaslo/Kootenay performers! 
Local filmmakers capture brief musical and theatrical presentations to be 
released weekly through Sept and Oct. See them on our website, YouTube 
Channel (Langham Culural Centre), and Facebook.com/thelangham.

AN D  B R E AT H E S
We are thrilled to announce the theatre has a new state-of-the-art ventillation 
system to bring in fresh outside air — improving safety and comfort!

The Eisenhauers

Tenise Marie

NOTICE OF PROPOSED
PROPERTY DISPOSITION

The Village of Kaslo proposes to enter into an encroachment 
agreement with Mr. Elliot Humpries for the purpose of 
recognizing the location of the existing non-conforming 
structures within the public road allowance adjacent to land 
legally described as Lots 34 and 35, Block 1, D.L. 208 
Kootenay District, Plan 559 (at northwest corner of 
Washington Street and Maple Avenue, Kaslo). If approved, 
the term of the agreement encroachment will be for the life of 
the existing residential building in consideration of $3,930.

Council will consider this matter at their Regular Meeting at 
7:00pm on Tuesday, October 13, 2020.

For more information,
please contact 
Ian Dunlop, CAO at 
cao@kaslo.ca or 
phone 250-353-2311.

 

Village of Kaslo

Pursuant to Section 26 of the Community Charter

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

September saw a double-header 
of Village council meetings in Kaslo, 
with councillors convening on the 
8th and 15th, in order to facilitate 
participation in the upcoming Union 
of BC Municipalities’ convention. 
Here are the highlights from both 
meetings:

• The Utilities & Technology 
Committee of council reviewed 
Kaslo infoNet Society’s plans for 
fibre installation in Lower Kaslo. 
KiN intends to install fibre along B 
and C Avenues and south of the Kaslo 
River, and will use conduit in areas 
where there are potential crossings of 

existing and future utilities. Council 
received the fibre expansion plan 
maps for information.

• It took just two days for Village 
workers to restore water service 
to Kaslo after the massive storm 
on May 31 severely damaged the 
community’s intake system. But 
the job to restore the system to its 
previous state still has a ways to go.

“As the emergency situation 
subsides, we move on to the recovery 
phase, which will involve repairs 
to the dam and creek restoration,” 
said a report from CAO Ian Dunlop. 
“Most of our costs will be covered 
through a combination of insurance 
(on the dam and intake) and EMBC 
Disaster Financial Assistance (DFA), 
covering 80% of the costs not 
covered by insurance.”

Working with Kerr Wood 
Liedel, a consultant out of Nelson, 
the Village has preliminary cost 
estimates for the job ahead.

“Time is of the essence in carrying 
out the repairs and restoration while 
water levels remain low and before 
winter,” Dunlop advises. Council 
accepted Dunlop’s recommendation 
to accept the KWL report and hire 
the company – which worked on 
the last washout, in 2012 – as a 
project manager.

The Village may also look 
at longer-term restoration of the 
damaged watershed to prevent 

another washout from occurring – or 
seek alternatives.

“The long-term viability of 
Kemp Creek as a reliable source of 
water for the Village will also have to 
be taken into consideration through 
a planning and environmental 
analysis,” he says.

• Work on the new bridge over 
the Kaslo River proceeds apace. 
Councillors got a glimpse of the 
preliminary design plans and road 
layout on the project, which is 
expected to begin next spring. To 
facilitate construction, it’s possible 
the Ministry of Transport may install 
a temporary bridge and detour. The 
new bridge will also feature two 
extra-wide lanes to accommodate 
bicycles, as well as a separated 
pedestrian sidewalk on the east side.

The project, which should 
be done by the fall, will see the 
replacement of the 50-year-old 
timber bridge with a steel and 
concrete single-span bridge built to 
modern specifications. 

The project will also align 
the intersection of Spruce Avenue 
and F Avenue so that they are no 
longer offset.

• Kaslo Search and Rescue needs 
a place to put their stuff. They asked 
the Village for the use of land behind 
the firehall, and are working with 
Village staff to see if that space will 
meet their needs. 

“KSAR proposes to clear the 
area and install four large temporary 
shelters to house their equipment and 
trailers,” council was told. “Currently, 
some of KSAR’s equipment trailers 
are kept on private property at 
members’ homes. The acquisition of 
land will centralize their equipment 
and streamline emergency response.”

Council supported the request, 
but more planning work needs to 
be done before any work begins 
clearing, fencing and preparing 
the property. 

• Renovations at the Victorian 
Hospital Auxiliary Thrift Store are 
going to necessitate cutting down a 
maple tree at the rear of the property 
to accommodate facilities in the 
building. Council gave the OK, on 
condition the Auxiliary Society plant 
two new trees on the property, or at a 
suitable alternative location. 

• Council approved some 
tinkering to the design of the 
new main stage planned for the 
redeveloped Front Street Park. 
After the conceptual designs were 
revealed at the September 8 meeting, 
a member of the public pointed out 
that the stage had some problematic 
sight lines that would reduce its 
effectiveness as a venue. Designer 
Robert Inwood liked the suggestions, 
and revamped the stage slightly to 
improve the visibility and openness 
of the stage. Council gave the new 

look its conditional approval, sending 
it back to the overseeing committee 
for their final OK.

• Two major planning exercises 
are going to be coordinated to save 
some money for Kaslo taxpayers. 
The Kootenay Lake Partnership 
(KLP), a joint venture with the 
Village, RDCK, City of Nelson, 
as well as federal, provincial and 
First Nation governments, wants 
to create a framework that allows 
development to take place on 
Kootenay Lake in ways that will 
protect the water, fish habitat, and 
shoreline ecosystems. They’ll spend 
the next few years developing those 
rules and regulations.

Meanwhile, Kaslo’s just starting 
its Official Community Plan review. 
So it makes sense for Kaslo’s plans 
to incorporate the KLP’s guidelines.

“Since the Village has very 
limited staff capacity, and hiring 
an external planning consultant 
is expensive, the proposal before 
you today is to use the RDCK’s 
planning staff to help us integrate a 
new lakefront development permit 
regulation into our OCP,” said a 
report to council. “That [will be] 
consistent with the KLP Shoreline 
Guidance Document and what the 
other jurisdictions on the lake will be 
implementing in the coming years.”

There will be community 
consultation on the proposed permit 
area and development guidelines 
for Kaslo. 

Council approved the staff 
spending $3,750 to have the work 
done, and to initiate the Official 
Community Plan review process. 

• Council received a letter from 
local youth Jace Lamoureux, who 
noted a distinct lack of youth voices 
on Kaslo’s governing bodies. He 
suggested better representation from 
the younger generations could help 
governance. The youth sitting on 
council need not have voting powers, 
and could advise in an informal way, 
he suggested. 

Lamoureux sat on the School 
District 8 board as a student trustee 
last year.

Staff looked into the idea and 
found out that it won’t work. “The 
composition of Council is dictated by 
the Community Charter, which does 
not allow for youth representation at 
this time,” said a report to council. 
“Youth should be encouraged to 
attend Council meetings and provide 
input on issues that are important to 
them, their friends and families.”

A letter has been sent to 
Lamoureux thanking him for his 
interest.

• Renovation of a small house 
on Washington Street resulted in 
a stop work order while building 
permit requirements and the location 
of the house were verified. The 
house, built about 100 years ago, 
is partially on the Village’s road 
allowance. To legalize the house, 
accessory building and retaining 
wall, an encroachment agreement 
with the Village is required. This 
matter will be considered by council 
on October 13. Notices will go out to 
neighbours about the meeting.

Kaslo council, September 8 and 15: Council gets glimpse of upcoming projects
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226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

January 11,
2019

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Now Open Every Day!
Monday – Saturday 
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

(Open 10 am on Fri.)
Sunday, 11 am – 3 pm

Main Street, New Denver 
250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice. 

It pays!!!
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Valley ExchangeValley Exchange
Buying/SellingBuying/Selling
Gold & SilverGold & Silver
250-353-7844250-353-7844

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

ADVERTISING
Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.

VISIT SILVERTON GENERAL STORE – 
222 Lake Street, 10-2 and by appointment. 
Txt Dixie 250-551-5088 or Ana 510-
646-5550 (3-9 pm). Treasure Trove of 
Hallowe’en costumes, children’s clothing, 
decorative lighting, furniture, automotive 
and more.

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY 
to live your dream and own your own 
business. Become the proud owner of the 
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the 
main street of New Denver. The newspaper 
business can provide a modest living for you 
and your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also 
qualify for the Self-Employment Program, 
where you will receive ongoing business 
training and coaching and usually financial 
support while you start your business. To 
learn more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

Not exactly how we had planned to meet the 
lovely people of this town, but it shows that 
good can come from any unexpected event. 
   Special thanks to Tyrell, the first to come 
to my (Chris’s) rescue, allowing me to use 
his cellphone (I may be the last holdout) on 
numerous occasions over the four days I was 
without power, along with neighbour Chris, for 
graciously allowing me to charge my computer. 
   Also to New Denver Fire Rescue for 
arriving so quickly to shut off the power, 
as well as BC Hydro crews and traffic 
management, both of whom were extremely 
busy following the Labour Day windstorm; 
Wired by Alex for his efficiency and strength 
(those stacks are HEAVY for one guy 
to heave up a ladder) and for his general 
good cheer; to the crew at NC Restoration 
(Trail), Patrick from Shaw Direct, and the 
goodwill just keeps rollin’ in this lovely place. 
   We’re having a little trouble finding a CUA 
who can tend to the task of making the Big 
Guy safe, so if you can help, let us know! 
  We look forward to exploring the trails, 
playing in the powder, paddling the lake and, 
er, admiring the trees with all of you!- Chris 
Brower and Allen Hadley 

HEARTFELT THANKS goes out to all 
who stopped by after the ‘Welcome Wagon’ 
gigantic tree limb fell onto our home, a 
mere 10 days after we moved in, to offer 
sympathy, suggestions, food, a place to stay 
(Patti and Paul, Indy and others) and pure 
awe at what befell us Labour Day morn. 

THE FRIDAY MARKET is happening 
every Friday this season in the heart of 
New Denver. It will look a little different 
this year, as we have modified our space 
to welcome you when you come and 
support your local farmers, artisans and 
food vendors. New hours: vendors will be 
ready to serve you from 9:30 am to 12 pm. 
See you there.

THE SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
2020 Annual General Meeting will 
be held on September 30 at 7pm via 
ZOOM. RSVP to info@slocanlibrary.ca 
before September 27 to receive ZOOM 
invitation details.

THE SLOCAN VALLEY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY’S AGM will be held Thursday, 
October 8 at 6:30 pm via Zoom, meeting 
ID 250 505 3596. For those without 
Zoom, arrangements can be made to 
attend in person in the Village of Slocan 
Council Chambers. To register, please 
email info@slocanvalleyhistory.ca. Want 
to be a director on our Board? Email us 
for more info.

HILLS RECREATION SOCIETY, Annual 
General Meeting, Sunday, October 4, 1:00 
pm, at the Hills Community/Fire Hall. 
Social distancing and other COVID-19 
protocols will be in place.
A R R O W  S L O C A N  T O U R I S M 
ASSOCIATION AGM: September 30, 
6:30 pm, Nakusp Arena Auditorium and via 
Zoom. Email info@arrowslocan.com for 
online meeting details or more information.
SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY AGM: 
Sunday, October 25, 1:00 pm, Slocan Lake 
Arts Centre (Silverton Gallery). COVID 
protocols will be in place. Members only.

COZY LOG CABIN on 1/2 acre Slocan 
River near Winlaw. Loft, woodstove, garden 
space. Available Oct. 1. $550/mo + utilities. 
250-355-2525.
ONE BDR COZY CABIN. Red Mountain 
Rd, Silverton. Ideal for one person/
couple. Wood stove/electric heat. NS/ 
No Pets. References required. $580 
(includes internet) + Util. Available 
NOW. Contact: Collene 206-633-4306 or 
cjdel61@yahoo.com
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Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 833-501-1700 for details

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Regular Hours

Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday and Long Weekends

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –

muralsbytim@gmail.com

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

  Patrick Baird
  250-354-8562

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED

PETS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
cell: 250-505-4347

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com
highlandcreekcontracting.com

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 
October 2 

2020
NOTICES

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

HEALTH

HELP WANTED

MOVING SALE

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND CRAFTS 
– Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 Zacks Rd. 
250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning 
clients for therapeutic and relaxation 
treatments. Clean, quiet, professional 
office located in Winlaw. Mobile available. 
Jessica Coonen RMT 250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com

YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! Free 
intros: Chair Yoga & Feldenkrais. Enjoy 
1-hour classes anytime at home. Info/
Registration: tyson@thaitouch.ca.

REIKI, HANDS-ON-HEALING AND 
CCMBA sessions for past trauma, also 
Reiki classes. Agnes Toews-Andrews. 30 
years experience. Winlaw. 250-226-7268.

Care Aide Wanted – New Denver. 
C o m p e t i t i v e  w a g e s .  R e p l y : 
a246929@telus.net.

THE AREA H NORTH TV SOCIETY is 
seeking bids from local yard maintenance 
workers for (1) snow shovelling the 
walkway from the plowed road to the 
door of the equipment shed (when snow 
accumulation is 20 cm or more), and (2) 
weed-whacking of the small yard inside 
the fence once or twice in summer. The 
location is at the end of the New Denver 
Marina access road. Please send your bids 
to AHNTVS, Box 224 New Denver. For 
inquiries phone 250-358-7200.

3734 Rock Island Road, Nakusp. Sept 26, 
9-4:30.

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the path 
to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom by 
singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps 
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of 
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-
551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New 
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number.

C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y  p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca

NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW 
been sexually assaulted and want help? 
Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 1-888-
353-CARE to discuss your options or go 

directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

PERSONALS
LOOKING FOR DIANE, who was 
formerly married to Greggo Mutch of 
McBride. If she is still alive, we would like 
to reconnect or share memories with her kin. 
Please contact Jodi Pallagi on Facebook or 
call/ text 519-803-5634

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training 
class. Find the AMAZING in your dog. 
www.proudofmydog.ca

SERVICES
BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT 
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales, 
installations, service inspection & 
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing; 
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals, 
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design 
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. 250-355-0088.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
LOCAL ASTROLOGER offers Astrology 
Natal Chart Readings. 1.5-2 hour 
comprehensive session, tailored to suit your 
needs and interests. Email amandakonkin@
protonmail.com or call/text 250-686-0567 
to find out more.

WANT TO BUY cedar logs: Waneco 
Enterprises Custom Sawmilling Kaslo, BC. 
Call 250-353-7126.
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

RECYCLING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on 

Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 

depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions or 
simply are feeling stuck or uninspired. 

Offices in Silverton & Nelson  
Call 250-358-2177 for appointments

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199 PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you on-line—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

TOY BUYER
Buying old toys 
& collectibles

Toys from the 90s or 
earlier

Antiques, old book or coin 
collections, old video games, 
movie posters, Horror VHS 
tapes & similar items

Call Sam
250-355-2822

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

BOOKS

submitted
After a year in the planning and 

permitting process, the Slocan Lake 
Stewardship Society (SLSS) is now 
ready to start wetland restoration at 
‘Hunter Siding’ just north of Hills. 
This is the first of three wetland 
restoration projects that will take 
place in the Bonanza Biodiversity 
Corridor (BBC) over the next 
two years. 

The BBC is located between 
Hills and Summit Lake and is 
comprised of approximately 
14,000 hectares, linking Slocan 
and Summit Lakes at the north end 
of the Slocan Lake Watershed. It 
holds the highest concentration 
of wetlands in the Slocan Lake 
watershed. The BBC valley bottom 
hosts a variety of wetland types 
(e.g. swamps, marshes and fens) 

Wetland restoration along the Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor to begin this fall
and a rare assemblage of plants. It 
provides critical habitat for a wide 
range of wildlife, amphibians, flora 
and fauna. 

As noted in the Valley Voice 
article of September 10, 2020 
titled ‘Bending the curve of 
biodiversity loss,’ conservation 
and restoration efforts need to be 
stepped up around the world to 
slow down the loss of biodiversity. 
Wetland restorations have proven 
to be effective, enhancing nature’s 
hydrological functions that have 
deteriorated through time due to 
human intervention – for example 
the railroad bed in the BBC and the 
draining of wetlands for agriculture. 

Hun t e r  S i d ing  con t a in s 
sufficient groundwater and suitable 
soils to re-create a variety of wetland 
communities and features. The 

Hunter Siding area has significant 
biological values, with over 50 
bird species, multiple rare species, 
at least six types of wetland 
ecosystems and several hundred 
species of vascular plants (plants 
which transport food and water via 
conducting tissue).

The goal of this restoration is to 
re-create the wetland communities 
known to occur in the area, focussing 
on the regrowth of native vegetation 
of the type and density that would 
have been naturally occurring here. 
This will be achieved by establishing 
an irregular mosaic of mineral soil 
mounds (less than one metre high) 
with wet depressions containing rich 
peat-based organic soil. These soil 
mounds are conducive to creating 
the right type of drainage needed 
for establishing tree growth. The 

wet depressions surrounding the 
soil mounds will provide favourable 
growing conditions for numerous 
species of sedge, along with moist, 
rich soil-loving herbs and shrubs. 

All trees and shrubs to be planted 
are found in the Bonanza corridor 
and were grown in the Slocan 
Valley. The following tree and shrub 
species will be planted: western red 
cedar, mountain alder, spruce, white 
paper birch, cottonwood, willows 
and red osier dogwood.

On-the-ground restoration 
activities for Hunter Siding will 
occur in two stages. First, small 
machinery will move onto the site 
to create the soil mounds and any 
wetland channeling needed for 
the planting of vegetation. This 
machinery work will commence 
the week of September 28, 2020 

and will use the existing rail trail 
to access the site from Hills. The 
second stage of this restoration 
will occur in late October, when 
up to 1,200 trees and shrubs will 
be planted. 

Other than movement of 
materials, the majority of the tree 
planting work will be done manually. 
‘Work In Progress’ signs will be 
posted on the rail trail warning users 
of upcoming work zones. 

All users of the rail trail passing 
through this area are asked to be 
cautious and aware of any machinery 
and equipment movement during 
the construction period. Look for 
further project updates from the 
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society 
in the Valley Voice and on the new 
SLSS website, targeted to launch in 
October 2020. 
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The pandemic has upset and 
changed a lot of people’s lives, and 
Tenise Marie is no exception. The 
Argenta-based musician had all sorts 
of plans for 2020.

“At this point this year, if COVID 
wasn’t happening, I would have been 
driving across Canada right now,” she 
says. “I was booked in Saskatoon and 
Winnipeg. Then the plan was to go to 
Ontario and visit a singer-songwriter 
friend and do some touring there and 
in Quebec.”

Instead, she’s been doing small 
trips. The Valley Voice caught up to her 
in Fernie, on her way to Cranbrook. 
There, she’s meeting up to do a gig 
with another Kootenay musician, 
Maddisun, whom she met over 
Instagram during the pandemic.

“I said, ‘I’m heading out to the 
East Kootenays – maybe we should do 
a show together,’” she says. “So we’re 
doing a backyard show tomorrow 

Pandemic a growing, learning experience for young musician
night, outside, with the audience 
spaced apart.”

Social distancing, open-space 
venues, and small audiences may have 
changed the performing part of her art, 
but not the need to create. 

“It definitely changed my plans, 
but I decided to shift my focus 
into what I was able to do, and this 
spring and summer I just focussed 
on gathering my assets – getting 
some good videos out there, getting 
recording going – there have been 
some really positive things happening, 
actually,” she says.

Marie, a graduate of Selkirk 
College’s famed music program, 
found opportunities closer to home.

“A lot of organizations have really 
stepped up to the plate, and in some 
ways I have benefitted from some 
local projects just by being local,” 
she says. “I feel really supported in 
that way.”

One project was at the Langham 
Theatre in Kaslo, which did a video 

series with local artists and art groups. 
It was a paid gig, always an important 
consideration. Then there was the 
online version of the Kaslo Jazz 
Festival in early August, another 
group Marie has been involved with 
for several years.

“As difficult as it is to navigate 
the world of online streaming etc., it’s 
been really cool to see some festivals 
transition to that,” she said. “I was 
asked to pre-record a set to live-stream 
at the jazz festival. You can never 
really synthesize the experience of 
live music, but I really support what 
they do, and they support what I do. 
I was proud of what they did to take 
things online.”

In some ways, these are exciting 
times for the music industry, she says.

“Everyone is navigating and 
negotiating, and there’s no handbook, 
there’s a lot of trial and error,” says 
Marie. “But trying to keep the spirit of 
music alive is really inspiring to me.”

Marie – who just released her 
latest single, ‘10 out of 10’ in late 
August – found that even producing 
her own music has changed. 

“When the pandemic first hit, 
you couldn’t leave your house, you 
didn’t know if you could even reach 
out to anybody,” she recalls. “But all 
I wanted to do was record. I needed 
to do something productive, to be 
moving forward.”

Once things settled a bit she 
contacted a friend in Kaslo with a 
home studio. She started by recording 
the vocal, harmony and acoustic guitar 
tracks in May. Then she got a friend 
to record the electric guitar tracks. The 
rest, she had to improvise.

“I got my friend in Victoria to 
send me the drum tracks, so that was 
cool. It definitely showed a different 
avenue of what was possible,” she 
says. “Remote music collaboration has 
being going on for a while, but I think 
if circumstances had been normal, I 
would have chosen a local drummer.

“But because it wasn’t so much 
of an option I contacted my friend. 
Similarly with the bass guitar, that was 
recorded from a cabin in Argenta.”

In some small ways, having to 
do a recording the ‘COVID-19 way’ 
had its benefits. She says the lessons 
she’s learned producing a single will 
be applied to the album she’s now 
working on for release in the spring 
of 2021.

“I used to be really stuck on being 
in the same room recording. But 
technology is getting better and better, 
and it’s amazing what people can do.” 

Marie’s new single, ‘10 out of 10,’ 
can be found on her website, https://
tenisemariemusic.com/

If you want to see the up-and-
coming local music star perform, 
Tenise Marie will be at the Capitol 
Theatre in Nelson on October 3.

Argenta’s Tenise Marie has just released her first single, ’10 out of 10.’
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by Jan McMurray
The new Goat  Mountain 

Kids Centre at Lucerne School 
is set to open October 19, reports 
School District 10 Superintendent 
Terry Taylor.

The original target date for 
opening was in September, but 
the pandemic caused a number of 
delays with supplies and materials, 
Taylor said. “Considering the 
challenges, we are fortunate to be 
as close to the planned schedule 
as we are, with construction due to 
be completed by October 1,” she 
said. “Kudos to Laurie Hicks, our 
amazing project manager, and to all 
the local contractors and suppliers 
who have worked tirelessly to get 
this project completed and done to a 
high standard.”

Once the construction is 
complete, the Goat Mountain Kids 
Society will take a couple of weeks 
to move in all the new furnishings 
and supplies.

Anyone who has walked by the 
school in the past few weeks will 
have noticed work underway on 
the grounds. Taylor reports that this 
includes a new accessible walkway 
to the entrance of the new daycare, 
a covered entryway, a storage shed, 
a new play area dedicated to the 
daycare, and a new fence to create 
the new boundary of the child care 
centre space.

“Now the Slocan Lake Early 
Learning preschool, New Denver 
Youth Centre skatepark, Strong 
Start and Lucerne School are 
all accommodated in the lower 
playground area of the school,” 
said Taylor. “It’s truly a remarkable 
demonstration of how the community 
and Lucerne School and the school 
district come together to support kids 
and community!”

Valerie Piercey-Wilson, president 
of the Goat Mountain Kids Society, 
reports that the centre will operate 
Monday to Friday, 8 am-5 pm. 
The society has hired Jen Nielsen, 
an experienced early childhood 
educator, to manage the centre. There 
will also be a second early childhood 
educator, three assistants and two 
responsible adults on staff.

Piercey-Wilson says there are 
two rooms available to hold eight 
children each. At this time, there are 
enough children registered to open 
one space.

“We need more registrations to 
make it viable to open the second 
room,” she said. “With COVID and 
the uncertainty, I imagine that it has 
been a challenge for parents to decide 
about enrolling their children in the 
centre. I can assure you that COVID 
protocols will be in place.”

Contact goat.mountain.kids@
gmail.com for more information.

Strong Start
Taylor says the school district 

and Lucerne School are still 
working on the planning for Strong 
Start programming in light of the 
pandemic. Initial plans are to engage 
in outdoor learning with parents and 
children at the school. 

“Consultation with parents 
and Strong Start staff as well as 
compliance with BC Centre for 
Disease Control and Ministry of 
Education operating guidelines are 
informing our options for the 2020-
21 Strong Start program,” she said.
New Denver 
Nursery School

Meanwhile, the New Denver 
Nursery School continues to offer 
its usual preschool program two 
days a week. The Slocan Lake Early 
Learning Society (SLELS) reports 
that eight children are registered, 
which is a normal year for the 
preschool.

Long-time New Denver Early 
Childhood Educator Charlene 
(Bean) Alexander continues to be 
the Strong Start coordinator in the 
community, but is not working at the 
preschool this year. Julia Greenlaw, 
who has worked with Alexander at 
the preschool for many years, takes 
on the Early Childhood Educator 
Manager role.

When asked how the nursery 

school program differs from the Goat 
Mountain Kids Centre program, 
SLELS said that preschool serves 
a different purpose than child care. 
The New Denver Nursery School 
is available to children 3-5 years 
of age, where the daycare offers a 
multi-aged program for kids 0-12 
years of age.

“The preschool’s programs will 
continue to prepare young children in 
our community for our school, using 
elevated and diverse programming 

New Denver’s new daycare to open October 19
Strong Start and New Denver Nursery School continue their programming

to foster curiosity in education. The 
more focused age range means the 
potential for extended forest and field 
trips, and other forms of learning is 
greater,” an SLELS representative 
stated.

The SLELS rep said the two 
societies are keeping each other 
informed about their programs and 
processes. “Once both programs are 
up and running, we look forward to 
additional opportunities for the two 
to collaborate.”

Construction work on the new daycare at Lucerne School in New Denver is expected to  
wrap up October 1. This new wooden fence was part of the project.
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HAPPY NATIONAL FOREST WEEK 
Interfor is proud to be a leader in sustainable forestry management, helping 
to ensure environmental, economic and social opportunities for current and 
future generations.

interfor.com

SIFCo's goal is to be a leader in Climate Change
adaptation, community resiliency, wildfire mitigation
and ecosystem based management.  

We use the platform of Community Forestry to think
beyond the border of our tenured lands and
participate in the creation of a truly resilient
bioregion and community.

Happy National Forest Week from all of us at
SIFCo!

NATIONAL FOREST WEEK

www.sifco.ca

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A bridge that was damaged and fell 
into the waters of Caribou Creek near 
Burton during this last spring’s freshet 
has been removed.

Officials with the provincial Water 
Stewardship Branch confirmed the 
bridge was removed between August 
24 and 26.

And they say they’re satisfied the 
bridge was removed “with minimal 
disturbance to Caribou Creek and the 
kokanee spawning migration.”

“The site is currently considered 
stable, although additional scour to 
the area may be expected during the 
coming freshet (2021),” Jennifer 
Andrews, the head of the branch, told 
the Valley Voice. “Efforts were made 
to maintain natural levels of habitat 
complexity throughout the site through 
the retention of natural woody debris, 
insertion of root wads and creation of 

pools and off-channel seasonal habitat.”
No further remedial work is 

planned at this stage, Andrews noted, 
and says nature will take its course 
from here.

“It is anticipated that the 2021 
freshet will continue to cause changes 
to local aquatic conditions; however, 
this is a natural component of fluvial 
systems,” she says. “The protection 
of local property and downstream 
infrastructure may be required in the 
future, but this process will be at the 
discretion of the land/ asset owner.”

An official with the federal 
Fisheries and Oceans department 
says they have a habitat biologist 
planning to inspect the site around 
October 1 to determine if there are any 
ongoing concerns that they would want 
addressed.

There’s no word if the owner of 
the private bridge plans to reinstall 
the structure.

Caribou Creek bridge removed

by Jan McMurray
The big news at the virtual Kaslo 

& District Community Forest Society 
(KDCFS) AGM on September 16 is 
that the society is considering buying 
the Boards by George sawmill north of 
Kaslo at Marblehead.

Chair Steve Anderson explained 
that the idea to purchase the mill 
came out of a one-day retreat in late 
2019. “We were brainstorming ways 
of turning things around to improve 
our financial situation,” he said. “At 
this point, all we can do is cut and sell 
logs. We don’t have any other cards to 
play. If we have a sawmill, we’ll have 
another card to play in the game – and 
we can hire more people, which is a 
service to our community.”

Anderson said the society will soon 
start work on a feasibility study on the 

Kaslo Community Forest considering buying Boards by George
potential purchase, with funding from 
the Columbia Basin Trust. “We’ve had 
conversations with the owners and a 
tour of the mill. We have a committee 
working on a feasibility study. I know 
the owners would like us to go more 
quickly, but we know we are spending 
the community’s money so we are 
doing our due diligence. We are being 
cautious about spending your money.”

Log prices slumped in 2019, 
resulting in a loss of $34,690 for the 
society. The 2020 budget predicts 
a $500,000 deficit, Anderson said, 
adding, “Yes, there is a limit to which 
we won’t let the deficit grow and that 
is $1 million.”

The society established a $1 
million operating reserve fund some 
years ago to cover deficits in difficult 
years like 2019 and 2020. So although 

KDCFS lost money in 2019 and will 
likely lose money in 2020, they have 
that cushion. “So we’re not in the 
hole – we’re not in debt,” Anderson 
explained. “We have money, but we’d 
like to have $1 million [in reserve] and 
we don’t.”

Manager Sabrina Mutterer reported 
on operations in 2019. The society 
logged 16,000 cubic metres in 2019, 
compared to 22,600 in 2018. 2019 
operations were on Cooper Face and 
in the Kaslo Wildfire Corridor in the 
Wardner/ Shutty area.

The community forest  was 
successful in its proposal for three years 
of funding for wildfire risk reduction, 
and treatment work has started on top 
of Wardner, reported Mutterer. “We got 
this money because we have quite a lot 
of risky areas in our licence area that 

have been identified on a provincial 
level,” she said. “The Kaslo Wildfire 
Corridor – the northern face of Kaslo 
– is where we are proposing projects.”

The KDCFS Landscape Level 
Wildfire Plan helped the society with its 
proposal for the funding, Mutterer said. 
“The plan helped us to identify where 
the critical landscape level fire break 
should be, and where the water is, and 
where the access to water is. It’s a good 
planning tool.” The plan is available on 
the society’s website.

Anderson reported that the society 
has formed a recreation committee to 
improve recreation opportunities in the 
community forest’s tenure.

Two board members left the board 
(Marie Ange Fournier-Beck and Carl 
Hall) and Jeff Mattes and Greg Lay put 
their names forward to replace them. 
Both were elected by acclamation.

“They’ve both served on the board 
before. We’re happy to have them 
back. They’re knowledgeable and 
hard-working people,” Anderson said.


