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by John Boivin, Local Journalism Initiative 
reporter

Residents of communities around 
the Arrow Lakes say they’re fed up with 
tourists commandeering tiny day-use sites, 
preventing locals from using them.

“People are starting to get really angry. 
Every year there are more campers and 
it’s causing more problems,” says Quinn 
DeCourcy, who lives in Edgewood. 

DeCourcy took RDCK Area K Director 
Paul Peterson on a tour of several sites 
last week around Needles and Edgewood, 
where beach access was recently blocked. 
The Valley Voice tagged along for the trip.

The spots are down narrow, winding 
bush trails. They remained locals-only 
for years, but over time – and with public 
campsites barred to non-BC residents this 
year – informal sites have been discovered 
by out-of-towners.

“A dozen people from out of town come 
here, they take over the beach, they don’t 
pay a nickel,” says Peterson. “Then they 
each go back and tell a dozen more people 
about this pristine place they can go where 
they don’t pay anything, and they can have 
all the parties they want.”

One beach on Whatshan Lake was 
empty the morning of the tour, but it was 
a very different scene on the August long 

Residents fume as out-of-town visitors monopolize local beaches
weekend. DeCourcy says an Edgewood 
resident counted more than 50 vehicles, RVs 
and campers set up in the tiny space. Pictures 
from the weekend show an RV parked just a 
metre from the water’s edge. The rest of the 
shore had been taken over by tents. 

Tempers are beginning to flare as more 
local beaches get taken over by gangs of 
out-of-province partiers, who leave a mess 
and strained environment.

“Human waste is a problem, that 
makes it a place you don’t want to be,” says 
DeCourcy. “It’s frustrating that we put work 
into the upkeep of a day use area and that 
when people break the rules we don’t have 
any recourse.

“We want people to use it, but we want 
them to use it responsibly, and with respect.”

The situation has road maintenance 
company YRB considering blocking access 
to one local quarry-turned-party-spot near 
Burton.

“It’s a defunct gravel pit that hasn’t 
been used in 30 years, and it wasn’t gated,” 
says YRB manager Curtis Hopp. “We had 
squatters down there blocking local people’s 
access. Now it may be gated.”

The problem is at several locations, 
from Edgewood to past Nakusp. Teresa 
Weatherhead says she and her husband tried 
to access a favourite kayak launching spot 

north of Burton on the long weekend.
“They had a sign at the top of the road 

saying ‘Welcome home from jail, Noah.’ 
There were five different vehicles and their 
trailers down this narrow path, and they 
were camping,” says Weatherhead, who is 
Peterson’s alternate on the RDCK board. 
“We couldn’t even try to get down, or turn 
around.

“When my husband asked if they could 
move their vehicles, they said, ‘no, we’re 
using this space.’ They inhabited the whole 
beach, the whole area. What could you do 
about it?”

While the beaches he inspected were 
deserted during Peterson’s tour, he’s worried 
about the upcoming long weekend and how 
local people will react if they’re blocked 
from accessing the rec sites. 

“It’s the obnoxiousness that gets to me,” 
says Peterson. “The lack of humility. The 
sense of entitlement.”

Peterson says it’s a problem that’s 
getting worse.

“What concerns me the most is that the 
complaints have doubled every year for the 
last four years, and this year it’s even past 
that,” he says. “It’s the self entitlement, the 
attitude that ‘it’s our beach, take off.’”

And it’s not only in the Arrow Lakes 
region. Regional District directors from 

Nelson, Salmo, Kaslo, and the Slocan all 
raised the same issue at the RDCK’s August 
20 meeting.

Peterson says solving the problem is 
complicated, and will require the Province 
taking some action.

“But there’s so many ministries, and 
the provincial government is far away, in 
Victoria, and the attitude is ‘so what?’” 
he says. “You’re supposed to call the 
conservation officer, but we have one CO for 
what – every 50,000 square miles?”

And Peterson says it’s out of local 
hands. “I have absolutely no authority to do 
anything about it,” he says. “But I will see if 
the RD can get something set up to allow us 
to kick out the troublemakers and allow the 

good people to enjoy themselves.” 
Peterson says locals may have to 

organize to push for better maintenance at 
the sites, physical barriers for RVs, better 
washroom facilities, and the like.

But he says there also has to be an 
attitude adjustment on the part of some 
out-of-towners.

“They act like they own it and don’t 
want anybody else here, they’re being 
very obnoxious,” he says. “Only a few 
are making a tremendous mess, but they 
all get blamed for it… the total disrespect 
for the community, the neighbourhood, for 
the environment, for the lake, there’s no 
respect going on. It’s going to be a disaster 
every year.”

Few locals visiting Whatshan Beach on the long weekend in August could access the area – or wanted 
to. The popular community beach was taken over by out-of-towners, who even parked their RVs within 
metres of the shoreline. Locals plan to take measures to restrict such vehicles from accessing the area.
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HOW ROBINS FIND WORMS
A robin cocks its head, one eye focused 
on the ground and another upward for 
predators, hears earth particles move 
and feels vibrations through its feet as 
a worm wriggles by. Lunch! A robin can 
eat 14 feet (4.3 m) of earthworms a day 
(15–20% of its diet), though it wouldn’t 
turn up its beak at other invertebrates, 
fruits or berries.

Welcome to our 12th gallery season

Aug.25-Sept.12  M.-C.Claveau
Sept. 15-Oct.10  Charlene & 
        Michael Duncan

Gallery Open Regular Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm 250-265-8888
Please respect social distancing - No more than 5 people in the gallery at any time

203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The knock came on Kirby Uhlman’s 
door at 10:30 Saturday night.

Residents on alert as crews fight fire on Perry Ridge 
“It was the local fire chief, he’s the 

one who told us about the evacuation 
alert,” says Uhlman, who’s lived in her 
Vallican home for about three years. 

“Apparently the forecast for Monday 
night is unfavourable wind direction. 
That gives the fire the potential to blow 
down the mountain.”

Uhlman’s was one of about 300 
households alerted by the Regional 
District’s Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC) that they may be forced to 
evacuate at a moment’s notice. The 
alert included Lebahdo, Passmore, Little 
Slocan, and Vallican, small communities 
set in the shadow of the ridge. 

The reason was the Talbot Creek fire 
on the south end of Perry Ridge. Uhlman 
can see the fire up on the hillside behind 
her house, just a kilometre away as the 
crow flies.

On Monday afternoon the windstorm 
hit, and crews built guards lines on the 
hillside.

“Crews and aviation resources are 
focusing suppression efforts on the south 
and east flanks of the fire. Initial attack 
crews continue to work on constructing 
helipads to support helicopter resources,” 
said the Southeast Fire Centre (SEFC). 
“Bulldozer and excavators are being 
moved into place to begin work on a 
contingency fire guard along the south-
southeast flank.”

The SEFC also ordered an area 
restriction, limiting use of the Little 
Slocan Main FSR and area to Little 
Slocan Lake’s southern end. The public 
can travel on the forest service road but 
not stop in the area. The lake is still open 
and accessible from the north.

Talbot Creek is one of nearly a dozen 
fires sparked in the high country from 
Nakusp to Kaslo to the south Slocan 
Valley after a powerful thunderstorm 
moved through the region Monday, 
August 17.

Perry Ridge, a low line of hills that 
marks the west side of the Slocan Valley, 
was struck hard by the thunderstorm, 

and had four fires burning the next day. 
Talbot Creek has been the largest and 
most visible, sending a plume of smoke 
high into the sky for a week, and glowing 
an ominous red over the ridge at night. 

Uhlman says her neighbours with 
farms have been moving livestock out 
of harm’s way, and readying to move 
if necessary. 

“People are certainly responding to 
it, but there’s no sense of panic,” she says. 
“People are pretty calm.”

Despite the alert, at press time 
officials said no homes or structures 
were immediately threatened by the fire.
Other fires 

In all, about a dozen fires were 
burning in the highlands bordered by 
Trout Lake to the north, the Arrow Lakes 
to the west, Kootenay Lake to the east 
and the Kootenay River to the south. 
Most were being held or under control, 
while others were not being actioned at 
this time.

One of the latter is the largest fire 
in the West Kootenay. The Woodbury 
Creek fire started August 15 as a lightning 
strike in the inaccessible high country 
southwest of Kaslo, on the border of 

Kokanee Glacier Park. Fire officials 
say for crew safety, they’ll only monitor 
(not action) the 480-hectare blaze until it 
becomes a problem or moves into safer-
to-tackle terrain. 

Fire crews aren’t expected to get 
much of a break from the heat spell. 
While temperatures are set to moderate 
slightly, no change of the weather is 
forecast – it’s supposed to be clear, dry, 
with temperatures in the mid-to-high 20s 
forecast into the first week of September.

Visit the Valley Voice Facebook page 
for updates to this story.

The Talbot creek fire showed some spectacular flare-ups as it took off on Monday, August 17.
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Professional fitting, expert service.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

www.vincedevito.com

www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD

DeVito’s is ready for back to school with 
fresh stock in New Balance kids shoes!

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

We asked School District 10 – 
Arrow Lakes superintendent Terry 
Taylor to give us the A-B-C’s of 
Back-to-School 2020. Here are her 
responses:

What can SD 10 elementary 
school students expect to see when 
they return in September?

We are excited about welcoming 
all our learners back to school. The 
first two days of school will involve 
orientation to COVID-19 health and 
safety procedures and review of hand 
hygiene, social distancing where 
possible (especially in the older 
intermediate and secondary grades) 
and the importance of not coming to 
school when sick.

What is different this school year 
based on provincial health guidelines 
is that all students will be in a Learning 
Group cohort. Within that cohort, the 
students and teachers will be able to 
minimize their social contacts, which 
reduces any chance of contacting or 
spreading the virus and have minimal 
physical contact, but the two-metre 
physical distancing does not need to 
be maintained according to the BC 
Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC)/ 
Provincial Health Office guidelines. 

Is there any difference between 

SD 10 Arrow Lakes ‘in a good place’ with back-to-school plans, says super
what kids in rural areas will 
experience compared to the more 
‘urban’ schools in the district?

In our smallest schools, Burton 
and Edgewood Elementary, the 
entire school is one Learning Group 
cohort. At NSS, the provincial health 
officer has allowed a variance from 
the maximum number of 120 in a 
secondary cohort to include all the 
students and staff at the school. At 
Nakusp Elementary, there are four 
learning group cohorts and at Lucerne, 
two elementary cohorts and all the 
secondary students are one cohort. In 
our Arrow Lakes Distributed Learning 
School, families that come together 
in New Denver at Lucerne School to 
support learning of their home-based 
learners are a cohort along with the 
teacher, and in the DL School program 
based in Nakusp for high school 
students, that group is a Learning 
Group cohort along with the teacher.

All of our schools will be taking 
kids outside for learning not only 
for physical well-being but also 
the benefits that being outside and 
learning has on student and educator 
well-being.

Will students have an online 
learning option again?

In stage two, the Ministry of 
Education has directed that all students 

are to attend schools in person full-
time. The Ministry of Education 
tells us that by the return to school 
in September, some students will 
have missed 173 days of learning as 
not all students engaged with remote 
learning. If schools go back to stage 
three, which is what we did in June, 
then students will have a hybrid of 
in-school and remote learning. Parents 
who would prefer full-time online 
learning can register with the district’s 
Arrow Lakes Distributed Learning 
School by contacting Principal, Nick 
Graves at Nicholas.graves@sd10.
bc.ca

Is anything specifically tailored 
for SD 10 circumstances that are 
different from the general protocols 
the province has devised?

Absolutely! And not at all… 
Absolutely, in that we are in a better 
position than most schools in the 
province because our schools are 
small, our communities have had 
no cases of COVID and the risk is 
much lower. We are also in a good 
place because 70% of our students 
were attending school in the month 
of June during stage three, whereas 

the percentage across BC was closer 
to 20-30% of students. We are blessed 
to be able to easily take our students 
outdoors for learning with schools 
nestled in forest and lake landscapes 
and teachers committed to learning 
in nature. Most of all, because of the 
commitment and dedication of all 
our staff – from our hard-working 
custodians to our amazing teachers, 
everyone keeps the needs of students 
at the centre of their planning, thinking 
and efforts.

That said, we are in compliance 
with all enhanced cleaning and health 
and safety protocols that the BC 
Centre for Disease Control and Public 
Health Office as well as the Ministry 
of Education put in place. Our plans 
reflect this provincial direction.

What is your advice to parents if 

they are concerned about returning?
Be informed. Check the BCCDC 

guidelines and District stage two 
restart plan for reassuring details 
about the plans for student safety. Any 
questions or concerns, please contact 
your school principal or vice principal 
or teachers. We are in a good place in 
SD 10 and have the children’s physical 
and mental well-being in mind as we 
design engaging learning.

What is your advice to students if 
they are concerned about returning?

School will look different just as 
it did in June, and we know that very 
quickly you will be immersed in all 
the great things about school: being 
with your friends, meeting new ones, 
world-class learning experiences with 
great teachers and support staff at your 
back. We’ve got this! You’ve got this!

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

It’s a new school year unlike any 
in memory – and the head school 
administrator for SD 8 Kootenay 
Lake says good communication can 
help ease anxieties.

The message is, “We have your 
backs and are doing everything 
possible to ensure their safety and 
future learning,” says Dr. Christine 
Perkins, the superintendent of SD 8.

For the last few weeks, provincial 
and local education officials have 
been developing policies and 
strategies to offer children as safe 
a return to school as possible. The 
COVID-19 pandemic cut classes 
short last spring, and concerns are 
that packing in students could cause 
a resurgence of the virus.

The provincial plans include 
more frequent cleaning, keeping 
cohorts of children separate from 
each other, and staggered learning 
periods.

Some of  the other  basic 
prevention tactics are familiar to 
most people by now.

SD 8 tailors back-to-class plan 
to each school’s circumstances

“One of the biggest things is 
masks,” says Perkins. “We encourage 
all to wear them.”

Perkins says the SD 8 board was 
planning to release the details of its 
back-to-school strategy this week.

The protocols will be available 
on the SD 8 website on August 26. 

“Each school will have a 
personalized student return-to-
school plan, following district and 
provincial guidelines,” she says. 
“Families are asked to contact their 
school principal for individual school 
details.”

In the meantime, parents can help 
by having children get accustomed to 
wearing masks.

“Teach them about how to wear 
a mask (especially on buses and in 
crowded spaces),” she says. “And 
to continue to wash their hands, 
physically distance, and follow all 
protocols they learn about at school.”

Classes resume on September 10.
Secondary school administration 

offices open on August 24 and 
elementary school offices on the 
31st.

It pays to advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for details  
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

– KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –
Pub open 11 am to 10 pm,  dining-in 11 am to 8 pm, take-out 11 am to 8 pm, off-sales

WELCOME BACK!
www.kaslohotel.com   250-353-7714

continued on page 5

Gratitude for 
our Koots right 
now

War as the instrument of 
peace. Zinc-no as the instrument 
of New Denver ecological upgrade. 
Lockdown as the instrument of 
social cohesion for all. Violent 
divisive protest as the instrument 
of communication. Money as the 
instrument of food in the belly. 
Forced vaccination as the instrument 
of immunity-building. Masks as the 
instrument of body oxygenation. 
Facebook as the instrument of human 
connection. Smart phones as the 
instrument of telepathy.

What social engineering we’ve 
been sold!

To all the Koots people dis-
engineer-ing these planted dis-
engineer-able limitations, my 
gratitude is immense. Keep stitching 
our true Love-is-in-All-Love-is-for-
All human experience.

Marc Heroux
Slocan

Young people 
– protest, 
SCREAM!

Especially you young Canadians, 
students! How come you are not 
out in the streets, protesting?! You 
were to get around $90 million of 
financial support. But no, that plan 
was scrapped. Instead, the prime 
minister’s mother (who has a pension 
as the widow of a former PM) got 
a 1/4 million and his brothers a 
similar amount (for silly pranks and 
nonsense talks), and you not a penny!

You ought to be screaming at 
a prime minister who hands out 
taxpayers’ money so generously to 
his own family, but not a penny to 
you of the 90 million earmarked for 
you, and you are urgently in need of 
some financial help. What you did 
get from the PM is the dope to fog up 
your minds so as not to bother about 

what is going on in Ottawa.
Perhaps you ought to scream 

before Margaret Trudeau’s house! 
Perhaps as a mother, she may have 
more understanding for your needs. 
With all the free COVID-19 time, 
you’ve already had weeks to protest 
and ask for the money back from her, 
that was meant for you.

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Bats in traps
Regarding the article on bats 

caught in Douglas fir bark beetle 
funnel traps, I am amazed it took 
two years to actually notice there 
is a problem with capturing beetles 
in funnel traps without a screen. 
Moreover, the ‘kill strips’ at the 
bottom of the container are extremely 
poisonous. They are close to lethal 
for dogs and actually cause intense 
tingling on fingertips if you just even 
touch the dead beetles. It happened 
to me when I scooped some out to 
look more closely at the beetles. 
So, on our way to ‘protecting our 
healthy forests’ (which are not that 
healthy anymore), we create more 
problems for creatures that are 
making a living out there. And, no, 
we cannot necessarily infer that bats 
eat the beetles if they got stuck in 
there, because all those thousands 
of feet trying to get out of the trap 
would make enough noise to raise 
curiosity in an insect-eating animal. 
But maybe they do, and that would 
be good. Then we could stop using 
more poisons to deal with a problem 
that we created in the first place with 
our ‘world-class forestry practices, 
second to none.’

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Unhappy with 
new recycling 
regime

I live in Meadow Creek, where 
we are served by the Marblehead 
recycling and refuse facility, as are 

Johnson’s Landing, Argenta, Howser 
and Lardeau. We are not, however, 
well served by the RDCK’s current 
recycling changes.

The facility was announced to 
reopen, after weeks of total closure, 
in mid-July; then, again, about 
August 1; and again, about August 8. 

Unable to attend before noon 
on Saturday, I found the container 
recycling box was already full, 
overflowing and closed, as early 
arrivers disposed of their long-
accumulated loads. Now that that 
pressure is over, one may only 
recycle containers, paper and glass. 
Plastic bags, foam and foam wraps, 
and coated packaging must all go to 
Kaslo (40 km distant) or Balfour (70 
km distant) for disposal.

There was no provision made 
for recycling during the turnaround, 
and the reopening schedule 
was repeatedly delayed without 
explanation. I know the COVID-19 
crisis is partly to blame, but poor 
planning and management do not 
help at all. I am retired on a small 
pension, and a round trip to Kaslo 
costs me about $18. Further, the 
Kaslo facility is not open on Saturday, 
my usual shopping trip day, yet I pay 
the same taxes for these services as 

folk in Kaslo and Balfour. I do not 
appreciate being put in this situation 
at my own expense; nor, I should 
imagine does anyone else in the 
North Kootenay Lake region. What 
will be done about this, and when? 

Rev. F. Mark Mealing
Meadow Creek

Global 
technocracy

I want to commend Rick 
Galbraith and Lisa Ross from Kaslo 
for speaking out. I make no apologies 
for my thoughts on this as, since 
about January 3, 2020, I myself 
decided to do just a bit of digging into 
the Who is connected to WHO, and 
whose billions were going where for 
what. I also looked at laws that might 
be hurriedly changing, sneakily on 
the sly. I looked at stocks that were 
coming out of nowhere and WHO 
was investing in them. And since 
they always dry run everything, I 
googled pandemic scenario planning 
and BOOM there was our Clade X 
series and the Event 201 resulting 
discussions. Wading through that 
lot and digging around patents 
lurking, and vaccine manufacturers 
relations with DARPA and more and 
more, the whole financial heist was 

being revealed and the forced roll-
out of a global technocracy of the 
sort to make China blush. Having 
discovered in about 2012 that 9/11 
was an inside job, I spent thousands 
of hours since then down rabbit 
holes and read Rockefeller’s plan 
of 2010. I recognized all the same 
fingerprints and style once again. 
The new world order, one world 
government and a technocracy at the 
very biological level inside YOUR 
bodies, everybody’s bodies! You 
become part of the internet of things.

All science has been completely 
abandoned. No virus has been 
isolated. No Kochs Postulates been 
met and the PCR test NOT designed 
to diagnose viral illness is completely 
scientifically meaningless. Flu and 
colds and all other causes of death 
have stopped, masks do more 
harm than good and do nothing to 
prevent any transmission of corona 
or influenza viruses and there are 
many, many studies done on every 
conceivable mask type and done 
before it was a politicized issue. ALL 
of them say the same thing. They do 
not work, and they do more harm 
than good!

Cal Aylmer
Slocan

The CULT of 
COVID

There are four guiding principles 
necessary for the creation and 
maintenance of a cult: 1) Isolation 
2) Conformity 3) Indoctrination 
through Repetition 4) Fear and 
Trauma. Since there doesn’t seem to 
be an end in sight for this ‘pandemic’ 
even though 99+% of people who 
contract the COVID virus recover, 
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continued from page 4

Sharing some 
Facebook 
wisdom

I do not know who wrote this 
but it sure speaks volumes and 
hits the nail on the head. I found it 
on the Facebook page, ‘God bless 
all the fallen soldiers in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.’ May your day be a 
good one!

“I’m sick of COVID-19. I’m 
sick of black vs. white. I’m sick of 
Democrats vs. Republicans. Liberals 
vs. Conservatives vs. NDP. I’m sick 
of gay vs. straight. I’m REALLY 
sick of the media. I’m sick of the 
language being used and plastered 
all over the media. I’m sick of no 
one being allowed to think what they 
want and feel what they do without 
offending someone. I am sick of the 
people who are out there jumping 

on the bandwagon to protest just 
to cause mass confusion and more 
hatred and to riot, loot, and destroy. 
I am sick of blaming the world for 
the sins of a few. I’m sick of people 
who think that 500-year-old history 
is our fault... it’s history... get over 
it!! We’re one race – the human race. 
We All Matter!! You want to support 
President Trump? You do it! It’s your 
choice. You want to support Biden? 
Fine... also your choice! Same for 
Trudeau, McKay and O’Brien. 
You want to believe in God? Okay, 
believe in God. You want to believe 
in magical creatures that fly around 
and sprinkle fairy dust to make life 
better? ... you do you.

“BUT stop thrusting your beliefs 
on others and not being able to deal 
with the fact that they don’t have the 
same exact mindset as you. Having 
our own minds is what makes us all 
individual and beautiful. If you can’t 
handle the fact that you may have a 
friend that has opposing views as 
you, then you are not any better than 
the bigots and the racists. I don’t have 
to agree with everything you believe 
to be a decent human being and your 
friend. Unfriend me if you want!”

So be a decent human being. 
Love one another, be kind be humble, 
be thankful, help a stranger and do a 
good deed!

Cathie Roberts
Nakusp

could it possibly be we are witnessing 
a worldwide CULT of COVID? 

On a daily basis, it seems to 
me every politician and public 
health official enacts ever restrictive 
mandates or messaging to perpetuate 
fear, trauma, conformity and 
isolation. Yet, these same politicians 
and public health officials appear 
remorseless when it comes to taking 
responsibility for the immense 
suffering caused by their policies and 
actions. Here in Canada, somewhere 
between 81% and 84% of the people 
who succumbed to the COVID 
virus were elderly residents in long-
term care (LTC) facilities. The 
lockdown (a prison term) ultimately 
transformed LTC into gulags for 
the aged when residents were not 
permitted to leave their rooms, enjoy 
visits with family and friends or even 
go outside for fresh air and sunshine. 
I speculate many of the deaths in LTC 
labelled COVID deaths were actually 
due to Broken Heart Syndrome 
(cardiomyopathy).

Speaking of immense suffering, 
ten million children in South America 
are starving due to COVID-19 
policies. As well, the destruction 
of the global economy has sent 
millions, perhaps billions on a 
spiralling descent into poverty while 
food supply chains are breaking all 
over the world, including North 
America. The situation has become 
increasingly dire here on Mother 
Earth.

One day in the not too distant 
future, it will be revealed how 
policy makers at the WHO along 
with corporations and complicit 
politicians constructed the CULT 
of COVID for nefarious purposes... 
definitely NOT for health. Without 
a doubt, there will be a day of 
reckoning for those who created this 
massive and needless suffering!

“The welfare of humanity has 
always been the alibi of tyrants.” 
-Albert Camus

Ellen Chambers
Winlaw

Hoaxes and 
conspiracies 
and seatbelts - 
oh my!

True: we are faced with a 
coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) and 
its given name, COVID-19. Why 
not examine our response to the 
pandemic and evaluate? Why not 
use critical thinking rather than 
fear-based responses? We need to 
chase the dream, NOT run from the 
nightmare. So, ask the questions! 
Such as…

Can anyone speak to a time 
in history where healthy people 
were quarantined? Why has the US 
fared worse than other countries – 
those with a one-in-three-million 
death rate (e.g. Nigeria and Kerala, 
India)? Could overall health AND 
the approach taken, be significant 
causal factors? The number of 
comparisons of masks to seatbelts 
is staggering and simply off-base. 
It isn’t black-and-white as some 
would like to believe. The theory: 
masks help in terms of prevention 
and protection. First, masks help to 
prevent spread and lower infections 
(makes sense in hospitals). So can 
staying at home when feeling unwell. 
As for protection, how do rational 
people factor in that your eyes 
and half your face are exposed? 
Even the Canadian Disease 
Centre has concluded: “Although 
mechanistic studies support the 
potential effect of hand hygiene 

or face masks, evidence from 14 
randomized controlled trials of 
these measures did not support a 
substantial effect on transmission 
of laboratory-confirmed influenza.” 
(Volume 26, Number 5 - May 2020).

Another study (‘Respiratory 
virus shedding in exhaled breath 
and efficacy of face masks’) states: 
“Our findings indicate that surgical 
masks can efficaciously reduce the 
emission of influenza virus particles 
into the environment in respiratory 
droplets, but not in aerosols.” That 
is to say, NOT in fine particles. And 
even more striking: “Among the 
samples collected without a face 
mask, we found that the majority 
of participants with influenza virus 
and coronavirus infection did not 
shed detectable virus in respiratory 
droplets or aerosols.”

No – this is not akin to wearing 
a seatbelt. If you want to wear 
a mask for prevention, go for it 
but don’t enforce it on others. If 
you want to get a vaccine – who’s 
stopping you? But let’s not fling 
mud and start a witch-hunt on others 
that choose alternative approaches 
based on critical thinking. And let’s 
not summarily group and dismiss 
those with alternative viewpoints 
– no we’re NOT flat-earthers and 
conspiracists. CBC radio has often 
done this – I stopped listening.

We could trade science findings 
ad nauseam. One has to factor in 
science in a for-profit system. In 
doing so, we can examine past 
findings for cigarettes, DDT, 
asbestos, climate crisis cover-up, 
etc. The pharmaceuticals industry 
is the number one lobbyist ($4.45 
billion over 22 years).

One last consideration. Not only 
is it vital to examine what is presented 
during this pandemic, but also what 
is missing. What about enhancing 
overall health? Recent research 
for consumption: ‘WashU says 
boosting immune system could be 
“treatment strategy” for COVID-19.’ 
The immune system is very germane 
to this discussion. And once again, 
considering the seatbelt analogy, this 
black-and-white comparison falls flat 
on its face (masked or not).

T. Orlando
Winlaw

Where is this 
headed?

Have you wondered how people 
we never voted for came to dictate 
world health policy? We live under 
a globalist technocratic dictatorship, 
ruling from behind a fast-thinning 
veil of democracy. It has used a 
series of manufactured crises and 
other techniques to get to this point. 
COVID-19 is one of the biggest nails 
in the coffin.

I worry when people who are 
starting to see the overkill in the 
COVID-19 measures say, ‘just go 
along with it a while longer and it 
will go away.’ The opposite is true. 
A report by Kekst CNC recently 

found that public perception of how 
many people are sick and dying 
of COVID-19 is 100 times higher 
than even official statistics, which 
are vastly overinflated. Government 
and mass media do nothing to quell 
this fear because it is so useful to 
the technocratic elite who are really 
running the show. Fear is a powerful 
means of control. I stated before (VV 
July 16) that we are living in a social 
engineering experiment. I need to 
revise that. It’s not an experiment. 
It’s a long-standing plan.

When policy-makers say they 
are being ‘guided by the science’ 
we have to question ‘what science?’ 
It’s not virology, it’s psychology. 
What will it take to get a majority to 
go along with what the technocrats 
want? More censorship? Training 
people to spy on their neighbours and 
feel virtuous? Humiliating policies 
like mandatory masks? Celebrities 
publicly supporting the lockdown? 
Economic pressure? Be aware of 
the manipulation going into what 
we may think are our own decisions. 
Propaganda techniques are being 
used today in this crisis that were 
used in Nazi Germany. The one that 
stood out the most when I started 
looking at this was the refusal to 
engage with what the Nazis called 
‘intellectuals’ and now are called 
‘conspiracy theorists’ but instead to 
manipulate others to attack them.

We need to wrap our minds 
around the fact that this crisis is not 
caused by COVID-19. COVID-19 
is a vehicle to lead the world in a 
predetermined direction: an end to 
humanity as we’ve known it and 
a fusion of the human brain with 
artificial intelligence (AI), under 
24/7 surveillance controlled by 
a draconian social credit system. 
Think China today, on steroids. We 
are already very close. I implore 
people to research the eugenics 
movement from its origins through 
what it is doing today, and especially 
its connections to Bill Gates, who 
has stated publicly that he wants 
depopulation through vaccination. 
Search the World Economic Forum 
website for details of the ‘great 
reset’ that is being implemented with 
COVID-19 as its pretext, and look 
further into what it all really means. 
What is being planned would make 
George Orwell roll in his grave.

We can still turn this around. 
It will take empowerment through 
knowledge and peaceful non-
cooperation. First, we must realize an 
uncomfortable truth: We have been 
lied to about just about everything. 
It’s time for heads to part company 
with sand.

Lisa Ross
Kaslo

Masks don’t prevent 
the spread of disease

In response to Jim Herring’s letter 
of July 30, where he said “Surgeons 
wear masks when they operate because 
they are effective protection for us,” he 

might be interested to know that the 
medical literature for the past 45 years 
has been consistent: masks are useless 
in preventing the spread of disease and, 
if anything, are unsanitary objects that 
themselves spread bacteria and viruses. 
I have a list of 14 studies and if you 
wish to check them out please go to 
cellphonetaskforce.org. We need to ask 
ourselves why surgeons are forced to 
wear them when it has been proven they 
DO NOT work. I believe this pandemic 
is a hoax to cover up many lies, that over 
the next 10 years will be proven in court, 
as ‘we the people’ sue our government 
for spending our money to support big 
pharma and the multinationals who 
own the newspapers and radio and TV 
stations as more of our basic freedoms 
are taken away.

Mandating masks has not kept 
death rates down anywhere. The 20 US 
states that have never ordered people 
to wear face masks indoors and out 
have dramatically lower COVID-19 
death rates than the 30 states that have 
mandated masks. Most of the no-mask 
states have COVID-19 death rates below 
20 per 100,000 population, and none 
have a death rate higher than 55. All 13 
states that have death rates higher than 55 
per 100,000 are states that have required 
the wearing of masks in all public places. 
It has not protected them.

“We are living in an atmosphere 
of permanent illness, of meaningless 
separation,” writes Benjamin Cherry 
in the Summer 2020 issue of New 
View magazine. “A separation that is 
destroying lives, souls, and nature.”

The cellphonetaskforce.org website 
also explains why 5G is harming us as 
it begins its beta testing in the northern 
United States and southern Canada later 
this summer. The single biggest obstacle 
to recognizing its effects on humans will 
be COVID-19. Because no matter how 
many people sicken or die in that part 
of the world, it will be blamed on the 
coronavirus.

As I pointed out in a newsletter, 
the pandemic began with 5G. 5G 
came to Wuhan shortly before the 
outbreak of COVID-19 there. 5G came 
to New York City streetlamps shortly 
before the outbreak of COVID-19 
there. COVID-19 deprives the blood of 
oxygen, while radio waves deprive the 
cells of oxygen. COVID-19, alone, is 
just a respiratory virus like the common 
cold. But together with 5G, it is deadly. 
To deal with COVID-19 effectively, 
society must first recognize the harm 
done to the body by radio waves. 5G is 
radio waves on steroids.

Many of the letters to the editor 
speak of conspiracy theories. Perhaps 
if Snowden and Assange were free to 
speak, they would warn us that there is 
little justice for the truth tellers. There 
are few countries left that have as much 
freedom of speech as we have been 
allowed. Use it wisely and place your 
time and trust in those who are not 
sucking you dry of your resources. As 
they say, ‘follow the money’ and question 
authority.

Angele Ortega
Johnson’s Landing
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Open letter to Village 
of Kaslo council

We would like to thank you for 
passing the amended anti-racism 
proclamation that was presented by 
the Anti-Racism Collective of Kaslo 
and Area (ARCKA) at the Committee 
of the Whole meeting dated July 28, 
2020. This powerful statement will 
demonstrate to the rest of the province, 
country and world that the Village of 
Kaslo is a safe place for everyone. It is 
our sincere hope that the proclamation 
will continue to guide all of us for 
generations to come.

However, we would like to express 
our deep concerns over the comments 
and reactions of Councillor Van 
Mill with regards to the anti-racism 
proclamation during the regular 
council meeting dated August 11, 
2020.

Councillor Van Mill’s vote 
against the amended anti-racism 
proclamation, as well as his vote 
against the Pride crosswalk, is very 
upsetting. His actions and opinions 
send a strong message of non-support 
to marginalized members of our 
community. Van Mill’s seeming 
unwillingness to acknowledge the 
racism and discrimination that exists 
in Kaslo and area is disappointing to 
say the least.

During the regular meeting, 
Councillor Van Mill commented 
during the discussion period regarding 
the adoption of the amended 
proclamation, “We, as council, made 
the motion in good faith. If we are 
going to change our decision every 
time that a few residents are not in 
favour, we are going down a slippery 
slope…” We would like to address 
this comment. A few months ago, 
a group of Kaslo and area citizens 
formed ARCKA as a response, in 
part, to racism expressed on the Kaslo 
Community Web Facebook group. 
We have been meeting regularly 
since then and we do our best to 
work to end racism in a thoughtful, 
engaging manner in our community. 
We successfully organized a Black 
Lives Matter event on June 19, 2020 
and over 220 people joined us in 
respectful silence and conversation. 
We believe that the formation of 
ARCKA and this event demonstrates 
that more than just a few residents 
wish to end racism in our community 
and that we want a strong anti-racism 
proclamation from the Kaslo Village 
council.

Councillor Van Mill also said 
in his official statement that “…
Some of the letters are appalling, 
discriminatory, racist, and accusations 
of being privileged and stealing.” 
We are assuming that he is referring 
to letters received in support of the 
amended proclamation. If some of the 
letters received were discriminatory 
in any way, we are dismayed that this 
happened as it does not help with the 
anti-racism work that is so necessary. 
We hope that all councillors will see 
that these reactions come from a 

deep and sometimes justified anger. 
Our question is, does a few angry 
letters from Kaslo residents negate 
the powerful, positive message of the 
anti-racism proclamation presented? 
It seems not, as the majority of the 
council passed the resolution.

We believe that Councillor 
Van Mill also said after his official 
statement, “We got to stay out of this 
political stuff. It’s gonna hurt us.” It is 
our opinion that a Village councillor’s 
job is to engage in the body politic 
of the community. To stay out of the 
“political stuff” is not an option. We 
remind Councillor Van Mill that the 
original anti-racism proclamation 
was brought forward by one of your 
fellow councillors. When council 
members chose to adopt an anti-
racism proclamation, they opened the 
door to commentary from community 
members. It is the job of the council 
to listen to all comments and concerns 
in order to make informed decisions. 
The ARCKA delegation provided 
extensive materials before the 
Committee of the Whole meeting 
on July 28, 2020. Our amended 
proclamation was presented in person 
by Kevin John and others of our group 
were available via video for any 
questions that council may have had. 
We would have been happy to address 
Councillor Van Mill’s concerns at 
that time. We find it discouraging that 
Councillor Van Mill chose to comment 
during the following meeting and not 
ask questions at the Committee of the 
Whole so that we could have a real-
time conversation and answer any of 
his questions.

In conclusion, we believe that 
Councillor Van Mill’s comments 
regarding residents’ concerns and 
having to stay out of this “political 
stuff” are contrary to the representation 
and duty that a Village councillor 
is elected and promises to perform. 
Therefore, we are respectfully 
requesting that Councillor Van Mill 
resign from the Kaslo Village Council 
as soon as possible. His actions and 
statements demonstrate his inability 
or unwillingness to listen to the very 
people that he has pledged to represent.

Susan Chamberlain
Clyde Chamberlain

Kaslo

Creating beautiful 
parks for Slocan 
Valley residents and 
repaid with slander?

For my past 25 years of living 
in this valley, I’ve used my time and 
skills to work toward the protection of 
our natural environment. I’ve thrown 
myself into campaigns to acquire 
ecologically precious places that help 
keep our area such a uniquely wild, 
spectacular place to be.

Working with volunteers and 
colleagues in the Valhalla Foundation 
for Ecology, and with an amazing 
groundswell of support from the 
community, we were able to buy and 
protect the Valhalla Mile: a mile of 

lakeshore property on the west side 
of Slocan Lake that was acquired and 
then donated to BC Parks. It is now part 
of Valhalla Provincial Park, a public 
space that is open for all to enjoy as 
they recreate outdoors.

Again with massive support from 
the community, we were able to acquire 
the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary property 
at the north end of Slocan Lake and 
are now in the process of a four-year 
wetland restoration project there. This 
jewel of a forested wetland ecosystem 
is open for all to enjoy for the quiet 
appreciation of nature.

Our ecology foundation also 
provided the local community 
with ‘Colleen’s Beach Park’ on the 
waterfront in Silverton, where we 
built a proper stairway down the steep 
embankment to provide safer public 
access to the beach there.

Then there’s the amazing track 
record of my husband Wayne McCrory, 
who has dedicated six decades of his 
life to protecting special places. Wayne 
and his group were responsible for the 
creation of Valhalla Provincial Park 
and Goat Range Provincial Park, with 
his dedicated colleagues in the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society including Colleen 
McCrory, Anne Sherrod, Craig Pettitt 
and Richard Caniell.

Those are just the local parks. 
Working with other colleagues and 
First Nations, Wayne has also been 
key to protecting many parks and 
wilderness conservancies on the 
BC coast including the Great Bear 
Rainforest and protected areas for 
Spirit Bears (thanks to Wayne’s efforts, 
the white kermode bear, or Spirit Bear, 
is now the official mammal of the 
province of BC). And then there’s the 
Khytzeymateen Grizzly Sanctuary. 
Oh, and let’s not forget acquiring and 
establishing a nature sanctuary in the 
Chilcotin region for grizzly bears, 
chinook salmon and wild horses.

Beyond that, Wayne is the biologist 
people phone day or night when 
they’ve come across an injured animal 
or someone has been threatened by a 
bear. He’s also the guy who helped 
establish the Hills Fire Brigade and 
who helped maintain the fire truck 
for years. He’s the guy people phone 
when they’re in a jam: Wayne always 
puts his health and safety aside to 
help... I could go on but the list of his 
activities in service to the community 
is practically endless.

Sadly, with principled activism 
there often seems to come an ugly, 
angry backlash from a loud but 
determined few.

We felt this clearly in a recent 
episode when we reported a multitude 
of  very concerning foreshore 
modifications on the west side of 
Slocan Lake. In order to submit a 
Natural Resource Violation Report, 
photos are required as documentary 
evidence.

On a windy afternoon we took 
our small boat across the lake to, as 
briefly and efficiently as possible, 
photograph what look to be foreshore 
development violations. We took 

photos of a poured-concrete ramp that 
goes about 100 feet out into the lake 
underwater, concrete retaining walls 
in the water, concrete stairs into the 
lake, beach excavating and modifying 
including the construction of groynes 
(moving and piling rocks to clear the 
beach and make landing zones for 
power boats), a large permanent patio 
built over the lake with its concrete 
footings in the lake and on the Crown 
Land foreshore. Most concerning was 
an excavator in the foreshore, clearly 
being used to actively tear up that very 
sensitive riparian zone.

A report was filed with the 
p r o v i n c i a l  C o m p l i a n c e  a n d 
Enforcement branch and that was the 
end of the matter for us: let the proper 
authority deal with this within the rules 
and regulations as they exist.

But then the ugliness started. 
Terrible, hurtful, even libelous 
accusations were made in one of 
the New Denver Facebook groups. 
Even in the face of three clear and 
forthright written explanations from 
me about exactly why we were 
there photographing the foreshore 
modifications, a small but determinedly 
loud and persistent group of New 
Denver area residents continued 
to bray their hate-filled messages, 
unfiltered, whipping each other into 
a fervor. This was defamation against 
us personally, against the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society, against the Slocan 
Lake Stewardship Society... frankly, it 
was shocking and deeply hurtful.

These same residents sit looking 
out their livingroom windows at the 
majestic forests of Valhalla Provincial 
Park – which, if it hadn’t been saved 
by the Valhalla Wilderness Society, 
would be riddled with roads, clearcuts 
and developments. Instead, we ALL 
have this beautiful asset that makes our 
area such a desirable place to vacation 
and to live.

My request is that local residents 
boycott any Facebook group that 
perpetuates hatred, division, lies, or 
defamation of individuals or groups. 
Let’s keep the discourse civil and let’s 
all work to keep this the beautiful 
place we love, in particular to keep our 
lakeshore healthy, natural and open for 
all to enjoy.

Lorna Visser, director, 
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology

Hills

Fear of COVID-19 
warps our minds

I would like to commend Bruce 
Freeman of Kaslo on his great letter 
about COVID-19 (August 13, 2020).

The more often we see something 
in our news feed (media, politicos, 
giant corporations), the more likely we 
are to think it’s true – even if we were 
originally sceptical.

How fast life can change. One day, 
it feels normal. The next day we’re 
‘sheltering in place’ in our homes and 
distancing ourselves from neighbours 
when we go for a walk.

It is a sad truth that any health 
crisis will spawn its own pandemic of 

misinformation.
There is so much confusion and 

fear. I am disheartened with a society 
whose highly educated representatives 
in the medical and political scene have 
lacked the wisdom and understanding 
to curtail the devastating aftermath of 
this so called ‘pandemic.’

Looking at our world today, I can 
only shake my head and tell myself 
that we have pushed ourselves to the 
very edge of complete destruction. We 
have driven ourselves to the point of 
no return.

There is no common sense left. 
Coronaviruses have been around for 
centuries. We made the COVID-19 
pandemic.

This is not really all about the 
virus. We are definitely having our 
lives controlled right now. These are 
restrictions of democratic rights and 
freedoms.

In April 2020, Edward Snowden 
(famous whistleblower) warned that the 
governments may use the coronavirus to 
curtail freedoms. This will have serious 
long-term consequences for economic 
growth, public debt, employment, and 
human well-being.

Critical voices (professionals) do 
not even get to speak on mainstream 
media!

Many epidemiologists have spoken 
out about the insanity of the lockdown. 
The consequences of the lockdown will 
kill more than the virus. Businesses 
and jobs are lost, human suffering is 
increasing. It especially hits the poor. 
More money gets printed, which means 
inflation will rise.

‘Flattening the curve’ and shutting 
down was never a cure; it was meant 
to postpone, instill fear, and create 
an excuse for the economic bubble 
to burst.

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) says flu kills 290,000-650,000 
a year globally. 

The WHO, Robert Koch Institute, 
Max Planck Institute, National 
Institutes of Health and others say that 
masks don’t keep viruses away. If you 
are sick, you should wear one to protect 
others or better stay home.

Use your common sense. You 
breathe in and out, it builds up moisture 
under the mask and the germs stay on 
your face. You can wear paper masks 
only one time and then you have to 
dispose of them. Before using fabric 
masks again, you have to throw them 
in a hot wash and tumble dry. Who is 
doing that?

Dermatologists  say people 
get eczema from using too much 
disinfection gel/ spray.

The so called ‘pandemic’ might 
keep going in 2021 and beyond. Even 
if shutdowns, etc. continue, we will not 
make the COVID-19 or any other virus 
go away. This won’t be the last declared 
pandemic.

It’s clear to me we are in the 
middle of ‘The Big Reset,’ a new way 
of thinking about work, life, business, 
and leadership.

Karin Leja
Winlaw



August 27, 2020   The Valley Voice  7FACTS & OPINION



The Valley Voice   August 27, 20208 COMMUNITY

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

BEARS & FRUIT
Late summer brings plenty of fruit for us to enjoy but also means 
unwanted visits from bears and other wildlife. Please remember 
to manage your fruit trees by picking fruit as it ripens, do not 
allow windfall to accumulate on the ground, and consider using 
an electric fence to protect fruit trees. If you require assistance 
with picking excess fruit from your trees, please contact Bree 
Lillies at Harvest Share: 250-354-812.  Report any wildlife 
conflict to the Conservation Officer Service at 1-877-952-7277.

ANNUAL REPORT 
The Village of New Denver’s 2020 Annual Report is now 
available to the public at:  https://newdenver.ca/documents/
reports-and-studies/. If you require a copy of the report, please 
contact the Village Office. 

RDCK RECYCLING PROGRAM
The RDCK has joined the Recycle BC (RBC) program and 
accepts new materials including plastic bags and Styrofoam. 
The RBC Depot Guide describes these new materials and the 
categories they should be sorted in when brought to the depot. 
To access the guide, go to www.rdck.ca. The New Denver 
Depot (602 Slocan Avenue) is now open 10:00 am to 4:00 
pm - Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday. For any questions or 
concerns, please call the RDCK office at 1-800-268-7325. 

BOAT IDENTIFICATION
Boat Identification stickers are available at the Village Office 
free of charge.  To assist emergency responders, please make 
sure your boats are labeled with a name and phone number in 
the event your boat, kayak, canoe becomes unsecured. 

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, 
bi-weekly services, 

Tuesday 8 am meditation, 
monthly Contemplative 

in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

Wide Spot
False flat
by Therese DesCamp

Recently, my sister introduced 
me to the term ‘false flat.’ The 
phrase, coined by bicyclists, refers 
to a stretch that appears to offer easy 
riding but actually inclines uphill. 
The rider is seduced into expecting 
an effortless peddle but instead has 
to keep pumping. When you’ve 
anticipated coasting, it makes the 
ride that much harder.

I knew exactly what a false flat 
was when I heard the term because 
there’s one on the Galena Trail by my 
house. When I walk north, I rarely 
notice that the path dips slightly. It’s 
the trip back when that tiny uphill is 
obvious and tiring.

Lately, it seems that we have 
hit a collective false flat. We’ve 
had months of isolation and 
unpredictability. We’ve seen pictures 
of overflowing hospitals and mass 
graves, worried about impacts on 
elderly and children, debated over 
the use of masks. BC flattened the 
curve – and has started back up. 
Unbelievably, this is not over.

While our communities brim 
with vacationers who seem to have 
forgotten COVID-19, the virus is 
not on vacation. Dr. Bonnie Henry 
is still asking us to limit our social 
lives, wear a mask, wash our hands, 
keep our distance. 

We’ve got a long way to go, 
and not only in terms of waiting 
for a vaccine or herd immunity. 
COVID-19 has laid bare our skewed 
economic and social underpinnings. 
Add uncertainty about the eventual 
shape of our world – fascist states 
or sustainable, localized economies? 
racial inequity or true justice? 
– to the pandemic and it’s a bit 
overwhelming. 

Some days, I don’t do so well 
with all this, and I don’t think that 
I’m the only one. Normally pleasant 
people are losing their tempers in 
public. Depression and anxiety are 
rampant. Xenophobia directed at 
Albertans is at an all-time high! 
We’re all tired. We all expected it to 
be over by now. 

It’s not.
So let’s concentrate on what’s 

important. First, are you having fun? 
Have you learned something new 

and interesting, or gone camping 
with your bubble, or started playing 
croquet in the yard? Are you trading 
fresh vegetables, reading out loud 
with a beloved friend, jumping in the 
lake? This is the time to take good 
care of ourselves.

Second, any time things come 
apart, what’s left is contested 
space. This hard time is also our 
opportunity: we can decide how 
things should come back together, 
how we will treat each other, what 
shape our economic and social life 
will take. It’s time to start pumping 
again; but with compassion for our 
poor tired selves. There’s a long 
way to go. 

As this false flat stretches out 
ahead, it helps to remember that we 
are in it together. Everyone’s world 
has been shaken. This is the time to 
cultivate the capacity to forgive, to 
be patient, to keep our own side of 
the street clean. Hard days are just 
part of the path. Whatever helps 
you – hiking, meditating, gardening, 
singing, or even bike riding! – please 
practice it: for your own sake, the 
sake of our communities and the sake 
of our planet.

by Kathy Hartman
The New Denver and Area 

Housing Society (NDAHS) board 

Affordable housing coming to New Denver
members have been slowly but 
surely putting all the pieces together 
to build an affordable housing 
project with at least 10 units in New 
Denver.

“It takes time to do the research, 
planning and fundraising for a project 
like this,” says Jan McMurray, 
NDAHS board president. “We’re just 
at the feasibility study phase, but it 

feels like quite an accomplishment.”
On August 11, all the board 

members, their architect, Village 
staff, and the society’s not-for-profit 
development partner met together at 
the proposed project site.

New Denver Village council 
has indicated that it will consider 
making the Village-owned land that 
currently houses the recycling depot 
available for the project. The plan is 
to have a building ready for renters 
in late 2022.

The society is looking at building 
one-, two- and three-bedroom units 
with some smaller studio spaces. 
“We want the units to look more 
like homes than apartments, and 
to blend well into the community,” 
McMurray said.

Preliminary architectural 
drawings will be completed later in 
the fall. The society hopes to present 
them to the community sometime in 
November.

According to their website, the 
society’s goal is to “provide much 

needed housing for individuals and 
families that might otherwise have 
to leave the village to find affordable 
living alternatives. In a community 
this small, everyone is important!”

This feasibility phase of the 
project is being funded by the 
society’s development partner, 
New Commons Development, and 
the Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation.

The housing society is also 
applying for a federal Sustainable 
Affordable Housing grant, which 
funds the design and construction of 
energy-efficient buildings that emit 
lower greenhouse gases. “We’d like 
a building that can survive climate 
change and be as energy efficient 
as possible,” says Kathy Hartman, 
vice-president of NDAHS. 

The project’s architect, Lukas 
Armstrong, Cover Architecture’s 
principal and senior architect, was 
the first to build a multipurpose 
passive building in Nelson. He plans 
to design a building that can be 

retrofitted for more and more energy 
efficiency as funding allows.

The final cost of the project 
will run between $4 and $5 million. 
Locally, the Turner-Zion United 
Church has generously pledged up 
to $30,000 from the proceeds of the 
sale of the Silverton church. They’d 
like to see the community step up 
with matching funds of $10,000. 

Donations from community 
members can be arranged through 
the society’s website at http://www.
ndahs.org/ or drop by the Valley Voice 
office and talk to Jan McMurray.

“We hope everyone in the village 
and surrounding areas will show 
their support, and encouragement 
for such a worthwhile facility in our 
community,” said NDAHS board 
member Keith Dewey, who created 
the website. “The work the society 
does now will support our existing 
community and promote sustainable 
growth for people who want to 
call New Denver their home. I am 
delighted to be part of this project.”

Affordable house in New Denver comes closer to reality as Geopacific geotechs take a drilling sample at the proposed site for New Denver and 
Area Housing Society’s affordable housing project.
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by Kathy Hartman
•  C o u n c i l  u n a n i m o u s l y 

supported the installation of a 
rainbow crosswalk on 6th Avenue 
near the Friday Market. The Youth 
Centre has volunteered to paint the 
crosswalk, with rainbow colours 
as well as brown, black and white 
as a statement of inclusivity in the 
community, and to keep it “fresh, 
cleaned and cared for.” New Denver 
joins other Kootenay towns that have 
celebrated diversity in this way such 
as Nakusp, Nelson, Castlegar, Trail 
and Rossland. The youth would like 
the crosswalk to be at the intersection 
of 6th Avenue and Kildare Street, 
but it may have to be at 6th and 
Josephine, as there is sidewalk 
replacement work planned for the 
northeast corner of 6th Avenue at 
Kildare. 

• The Centennial Park Master 
Plan project still needs $10,000 to go 
ahead. Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) 
has committed $15,000, and council 
has been discussing other funding 
options. The bulk of the funds are to 
be used to gather public input.

• Carpenter Creek Last Wishes 
Society (CCLWS) representatives 
Kay Costley-White and Birgit 
Schinke presented information on 
the green burial process and asked for 
support for a green burial area in the 
New Denver Cemetery. The Village 
owns the cemetery, but, according to 
Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) 
Catherine Allaway, “We don’t know 
where all the bodies are buried.” 
There are gravestones dating back 
to 1892 but the records of burial 
were removed with each successive 
undertaker. Allaway said the first 
step would be to map the area with 
ground-penetrating radar technology.

Council members discussed the 
possibility of developing one of the 
reserve blocks up the treed hillside 
in the cemetery for green burials. 
They also talked about where to find 
funding for the radar mapping. 

According to CCLWS’s vision 
statement, “Green burial is intended 
for people who are mindful of the 
cyclical nature of life and prefer 
their body to be returned to earth 
to decompose naturally. In this way 
burials contribute to new life on earth 
and minimize the impact on the local 
and global environment.”

•  The Village received a 
$31,780 grant from the Ministry of 
Transportation & Infrastructure to 
create a plan for ‘active transportation 
infrastructure,’ such as building a 
foot bridge across Carpenter Creek, 
upgrading the stairs between the 
school and grocery store, installing 
sidewalk from the traffic light to the 
grocery store, improving pedestrian 
and bike routes, and identifying any 
other gaps in new Denver’s active 
transportation areas. Once the plan is 
completed, the Village can apply for 
funds to support each project.

• Councillors voted to phase 
in tax increases for Denver Siding 
residents if the proposed boundary 
extension is approved. Tax rates for 
Denver Siding would be increased 
over five years until they matched the 
tax rates within the Village’s original 
boundaries. The CAO reported that 
phased increases are commonly 
used to soften the financial blow 
to individuals who purchased rural 
property and may have budgeted 
for the lower tax rates typical of 
unincorporated areas. She said that 
in 2019, the tax rate for residential 
properties outside the municipal 
boundaries was approximately 70% 
of the rate for residential properties 
in the Village, so applying municipal 
tax rates to newly incorporated 
properties could result in an estimated 
40% increase for owners in a single 
year. Many households within 
the proposed boundary extension 
area should see reductions in their 
insurance premiums and water user 
fees to help offset tax increases. The 
CAO said the delay in collecting 

full taxation within the proposed 
extension area is not expected to 
cause significant financial hardship 
for the Village. Although there 
will be additional expenses for the 
maintenance of public lands within 
the proposed extension area, this 
should be supported by the larger tax 
base in the long term.

CAO Allaway read out a letter 
from two residents of Denver Siding 
who do not wish their properties 
included in the boundary extension. 
The two residents see no benefit since 
they have their own water supply, and 
they see a possible 50% tax increase. 
Their letter will be included with the 
Village’s expansion application to 
the province. 

• The garden committee of the 
Slocan Community Health Centre 

New Denver council, August 11: Rainbow crosswalk passes unanimously
Auxiliary Society will hold its annual 
yard sale September 11 in front of 
the Bosun Hall, 7 am-5 pm. Council 
agreed to close the road so the yard 
sale can be held on both sides of the 
block. COVID protocols will be in 
place.

• New Denver councillors 
enthusiastically supported the Village 
of Kaslo’s resolution for a provincial 
strategy to expand rural community 
health care services. The resolution 
will be voted on at the Union of BC 
Municipalities (UBCM) convention.

• Amy Wilson, RDCK Resource 
Recovery Manager, attended by 
phone to answer questions about the 
new recycling depot. “In general, it 
seems to be working well,” Mayor 
Leonard Casley said. Wilson agreed 
to investigate how to remove leftover 

garbage.
• The Village is in good shape 

financially despite COVID-19, 
reported Chief Financial Officer Colin 
McClure, who presented the 2019 
Statement of Financial Information 
(SOFI) and an update for the period 
ended June 30, 2020. The 2019 SOFI 
shows remuneration for council 
members and Village employees. The 
mayor received $5,332 and $4,877 
in expenses in 2019. Councillors 
rece ived  $2 ,927 each ,  wi th 
Councillor Wagner receiving $5,392 
in expenses, Councillor Gustafson 
$2,075, Councillor Fyke $1,992 
and Councillor Moss $1,965. The 
total paid out in wages and salaries 
(excluding expenses) to employees 
was $453,447; $91,239 of that went 
to the CAO.

submitted
The Centre for Rural Health 

Research has released a new 
podcast mini-series, ‘Citizen-
Patient Engagement,’ on engaging 
British Columbia’s rural citizens and 
patients in health services planning 
and research.

In the first episode, Dr. Jude 
Kornelsen, co-director of the Centre 
for Rural Health Research, and 
Christine Carthew, manager of the 
Rural Evidence Review project, 
discuss why it’s so important to 
involve rural patient voices in health 
services research, and how they work 
to bring patient voices to health 
policy decision-makers in BC.

The second episode features 
April Hards, author of the Hards 
Method, a tool that expecting parents 
can use to help plan for their own 
mental wellness following childbirth. 
As a resident of rural BC living in the 
town of Golden, April took it upon 
herself to make sure that she would 
have the kind of integrated support 

Rural health issues 
highlighted in podcast series

she needed to protect her postpartum 
mental health. Now April is working 
alongside Dr. Kornelsen of the 
Centre for Rural Health Research to 
have the tool she developed made 
available to other expecting parents 
across rural BC.

The next release in the series 
will feature an interview with Ed 
Staples and Nienke Klaver of the BC 
Rural Health Network, a patient-run 
grassroots initiative including groups 
from 24 communities across rural 
BC with an aim to amplify patient 
voices and priorities.

‘Citizen-Patient Engagement’ 
follows the centre’s first podcast 
series, ‘Innovation From The Edges,’ 
which explored stories of rural 
community resilience and ingenuity 
in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

To find the podcasts, visit https://
crhr.med.ubc.ca/crhr-podcast/. You 
can subscribe to the podcast on Apple 
Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Spotify 
or SoundCloud.
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Septic tanks 
& pipe

Animal feed for 
chickens, horses, 
pigs, sheep, dogs, 

cats & more

River floatees still 
available!

New shipment 
of fence posts 
and fencing

We are limiting people 
to 4 customers in the 
store at any one time. 
Social distancing of 6 

feet is required. 
Please no sickness 
allowed in the store.

Open 10-4 daily, including Sunday

Car & truck batteries

by Moe Lyons
The Lakeside Campground 

project was the main topic at a 
virtual Silverton Committee of 
the Whole meeting on August 
17. Council members also 
discussed a dog bylaw and 
broadband.

With Councillors Kerry 
Gordon and Arlene Yofonoff 
absent, Councillor Tanya Gordon 
questioned whether the meeting 
should move forward. “This is 
a matter involving significant 
costs,” she said, referring to the 
campground project. “I think 
there should be more of us here.”

Mayor Jason Clarke said 
that while it was true that 
implementation of their decision 
would involve significant costs, 
getting quotes to do the work 
would not have significant 
financial impact. He said there 
had been sufficient notice of 

Silverton to seek quotes for Lakeside Campground development
the meeting and things needed 
to move forward. The meeting 
continued.

Council members agreed 
with CAO Hillary Elliott’s 
recommendation to issue a 
Request for Quotes (RFQ), 
using New Denver’s RFQ for 
the Centennial Park Master Plan 
as a template. 

The next item of discussion 
was whether Silverton should 
pursue a dog bylaw. Councillor 
T. Gordon was concerned that 
many citizens were complaining 
about dogs being off-leash and 
running free in the village. 
Mayor Clarke queried whether 
council supports bylaws on 
principle, particularly since they 
have no bylaw officer and thus 
no way of enforcing them.

Councillor T. Gordon 
pointed out that Silverton is not 
the only community with these 

issues and asked if it might be 
possible to have a bylaw officer 
shared among Silverton, New 
Denver and Slocan. 

Councillor Leah Main said 
in general she supported the 
concept of a shared bylaw officer 
but would want to clarify what 
bylaws this person would be 

enforcing. She pointed out this 
was a very complex issue.

With other issues taking 
priority for council right now, 
they decided to have another 
look at this issue in spring 2021.

The last item was Mayor 
Clarke reporting on the current 
area-wide discussions regarding 

broadband. He reiterated that 
everyone at the table wants 
the fibre to be controlled by 
public interests. Everyone at the 
meeting nodded in agreement. 
Councillor Main stated she was 
completely in favour of public 
ownership and control of the 
asset. Mayor Clarke reported the 

working committee is strongly 
in favour of the Columbia 
Basin Broadband Corporation 
expanding its mandate to include 
providing infrastructure and 
putting in ‘the last mile.’

“That is what we are pushing 
for,” he stated, “and hopefully 
that is what we will get.”

by John Boiv in ,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

The RDCK board has 
given staff the green light to 
continue a process to improve 
environmental conservation 
practices along the Kootenay 
Lake shoreline.

Planner Corey Scott gave 
a presentation to the RDCK’s 
Rural Affairs Committee on 
August 19 on the Kootenay 
Lake Development Permit Area 
Review. The Regional District 
is trying to come up with clear 
and consistent guidelines for 
shoreline development and 
protection that will apply all 
along the lake.

That won’t be an easy 
process, staff say. Different areas 
have different attitudes towards 
lakeshore development. The 
RDCK is trying to promote 
conservation practices in areas 
where this may not have always 
been a priority. As well, people 
don’t really understand how 
fragile riparian areas are, and 
how important they are to lake 
health.

“It leads to sentiments 
like, ‘well, it’s a big lake, 
my property is just a drop in 
the bucket, so why does it 
matter?’” said Corey Scott, 
a planner with the RDCK in 
charge of the process. “But 
the development of individual 

Public engagement planned for Kootenay Lake shoreline guidelines
properties accumulates over 
time in some cases to degrade 
the natural environment.”

Improving understanding 
and buy-in of best development 
practices will help minimize 
human impacts along the 
shoreline of Kootenay Lake, 
create a consistent plan for 
riparian area conservation, 

and encourage the public to 
proactively protect the lake 
foreshore.

A public engagement is 
being planned for September/ 
October, where shared values, 
problems, opportunities and 
challenges will be discussed in 
workshops and other meetings. 
From there staff will draw up 

best options for a consistent 
shoreline development permit 
process.

T h e  R u r a l  A f f a i r s 
Committee moved to approve 
the staff plan for consulting with 
the public and drawing up a new 
environmental development 
permit process. The RDCK’s 
full board approved the motion.

submitted
The section of rail trail 

between Girl Guides beach 
in Hills and the north end of 
the Valhalla Foundation for 
Ecology’s Snk’mip Marsh 
Sanctuary is temporarily 
closed. A major wetland 
r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  i s 
underway, and there is active 
hauling and large machinery 
working there.

“We’re removing gravel 
fill that had been pushed into 
the wetland by the previous 
owner of the property, loading 
that fill into dump-trucks, and 
hauling it to a gravel pit – 
where we will also be doing 
wetland restoration work,” 
says Lorna Visser, director for 
the Valhalla Foundation for 
Ecology. “The work requires 
running heavy equipment back 
and forth on the rail trail.”

Signs have been posted. 
They are taken down in the 

Rail trail temporarily closed in Hills
evenings and on non-working 
days, “but it would be best 
if people avoided this area 
altogether for now,” Visser 
said. The work is expected to 
be done by September 2.

“To reassure all you 
environmentally concerned 
folks, all necessary permits 

are in place from the BC 
environment ministry for this 
work,” Visser said. “We are 
restoring the Bonanza Marsh 
wetland to its original extent 
and increasing ecological 
productivity by creating 
additional ponds, pools and 
forested-wetland habitat.”

by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

There’s always one more 
thing. 

After a group of senior 
students at Nakusp Secondary 
applied for and won a grant 
to build a climbing wall, 
the school’s principal took 
over managing the project. 
Two years later, hundreds 
of volunteer hours, grant 
applications and donations, 
dozens  o f  inspec t ions , 
authorizations and red-tape 
cutting, the wall is ready to be 
used by students and public 
alike. 

New mats for the climbing wall
Then they hit a final hurdle.
“Recently we were made 

aware the gym mats the school 
had planned on using are 
not certified as safety mats 
for a community climbing 
wall or public use,” writes 
NSS Principal Peter Gajda 
in an application for RDCK 
Community Works funds. “And 
we would have to purchase 
designated certified safety mats 
just for climbing walls.”

The new mats will cost 
$19,045.95. They will be paid 
for from Community Works 
Fund monies allocated to Area 
K.

Major Sponsors:
CFNKLS • CBT • ACE Building Supplies

Donors:
Yogi Hincks and Pat Wilson (kootenayjukfarmer@gmail.com)

When we were advised by the BC Seniors Association that all 
branches would be closed during the COVID outbreak until 
further notice, our Kaslo Branch # 81 Executive decided to 
turn this down time into an opportunity. 

We had recently been dealing with a mouse infestation in our 
building and felt that while our hall was empty the timing was 
perfect to do a major cleaning. As we purged years of debris 
that has been accumulated in our cupboards and storage area, 
we discovered the reasons for the rodent problem.

The solution to our problem was to address the many gaps 
in the building and to seal them off. We then applied for the 
funding that would enable us to purchase and install new 
flooring and baseboards.  

When we asked our friend Yogi for help, he didn’t hesitate and 
took multiple trips to the dump and he and Charles moved 
and stored all our furniture and appliances. Our installer, 
BodhiContracting/Shawn McConnel was then able to complete 
the floor and baseboard installation without having to move 
items around.

The next obvious task was to paint the kitchen walls, and 
thanks to Yvonne Gronding, the walls were washed, and the 
many nail holes were filled, and two coats of white paint were 
applied.

During this project we would not have been able to meet our 
budget had it not been for the generosity of our wonderful 
team of volunteers who did the dirty work of cleaning, sorting, 
hauling, garbage disposal and painting. Thank you to our 
dedicated volunteers: Della Arnold, Charles De Pape, Louise 
De Pape, Yvonne Grondin, Richard Hayter, Yogi Hincks, Val 
Koenig, Mabel Russell and Linda Van Mill.
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Kowalczyk, 
Krystyna

Krystyna was born on April 19th, 
1932 in Chorzow city, Poland 
and passed away with her son 
by her side on August 7th, 2020 
in Vancouver, BC.

She was predeceased by her 
beloved husband Ben. Krystyna 
is survived by her two sons 
Chris and Thomas, and her 
grandchildren Bart, Julianna, 
Nathan and Nadia.

Krystyna was a wonderful and gentle mother devoted to her family. 
She was passionate about gardening and classical music and she 
loved nature.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held on August 17th, 2020 at Catholic 
Church of Our Lady of Lourdes at Nakusp, 96-5th Avenue NW, 
Nakusp, BC.

Gwen Ziprick and Zachary Schmidt of Valley Funeral Home have 
been entrusted with the arrangements.

“We will love and miss you forever”

“Ultimate Retreat” 
3,900 sq.ft. custom built home + 
large 5 car garage + basement on 
1 acre with vegetable garden in 
Nakusp. Reduced price! 
Contact Ernie @ 250-265-8943

• Excavating, utility trenching, grading and site preparation
• Tree, shrub, rock and mulch installation

• Retaining walls, paving stones and drainage solutions
• Dump trailer

Precise and efficient with 
reasonable rates.

Serving the West 
Kootenays – Nakusp, 
Castlegar, Nelson and 

in between

Call Mitch 
587-226-8603 

submitted
Kaslo Search and Rescue located 

and recovered the body of a North 
Kootenay Lake resident last week.

The call about a lost fisherman in 
the vicinity of Fry Creek on Kootenay 
Lake came in on Wednesday, 
August 19. A ground search team 
and a specialist marine team were 
dispatched simultaneously around 8 
pm on Wednesday evening to initiate 
ground and shore search protocols 
on a dark summer evening. Within 
three hours and with the assistance 
of a friend of the lost individual, the 
teams had located the body of the 
missing person.

The recovery operation was 
completed late the following day 
after the teams constructed a helicopter 
landing site in the vicinity of the 
accident and transported the subject 
to the helicopter.

The deceased was a well respected 
member of one of the North Lake 
communities who will be sadly missed 
by friends and family. 

“This was a difficult task for 
the team due to the time of day, the 
challenging terrain and ultimately the 
fact a rescue turned in to a recovery,” 
said Kaslo Search and Rescue Manager 
Glen Skobalski. “It would appear 
as though the gentleman suffered 
lower body trauma from a rock fall 
and in an isolated area was unable to 
immediately request assistance. The 
thoughts and prayers of our entire team 

go out to his family and friends.” 
The family of the deceased has 

been notified and the coroner is 
currently conducting an investigation 
into the exact cause of death.

Kaslo Search and Rescue would 
like to thank the subject’s friend for 
assisting in identifying the search 
location and High Terrain Helicopters 
for quickly redeploying an aerial asset 
to assist in the operation. 

Robyn Skobalski, one of the SAR 
managers involved on the second day 
of operations, thanked the members 
of Kaslo Search and Rescue who 
gave of their time to assist in the 
search and recovery. “We will now be 
turning our attention to ensuring they 
get the support they need after such a 
challenging recovery,” he said.

This year is Kaslo SAR’s busiest 
year ever.

Lone fisherman’s body recovered from Fry Creek area 
Kaslo Search and Rescue team members prepare a helicopter landing site for recovery of a local resident’s body in the Fry Creek area.

The Kaslo Seniors’ Hall has had a new floor installed and has undergone a deep cleaning during the COVID shutdown. Pictured here are the 
Kaslo Seniors’ Association board members Mabel Russell, Richard Hayter, Louise de Pape, Della Arnold and Linda Van Mill.
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submitted
Residential fruit trees 

are one of the top attractants 
that bring bears into our 
communities and can lead to 
human-wildlife conflict. Over 
the past month, WildSafeBC 
and our  Wildl i fe  Aler t 
Reporting Program (WARP) 
have received numerous 
repor t s  o f  b lack  bears 
accessing residential fruit 
trees in people’s back yards 
in Silverton, New Denver, 
Nakusp and Kaslo. Currently, 
the main trees being accessed 
are mountain ash, cherries and 
apples. This is understandably 
a concerning activity, given 
that children and pets are also 

Black bear in mountain ash tree.

Bears and people agree – our ripening fruits are delicious!
using these same spaces. 

Our top recommendations 
for avoiding conflict with 
bears if you have residential 
fruit trees are to: (1) pick fruit 
before they ripen and allow 
the fruit to ripen indoors; (2) 
consider electric fencing to 
protect your investment; (3) 
check for local fruit gleaning 
organizations and consider 
volunteering; (4) prune trees 
to keep them manageable; and 
(5) replace fruit trees with non-
fruit bearing alternatives if you 
no longer want to or are able to 
manage the fruit. 

For more information 
on electric fencing options, 
contact your local WildSafeBC 

Coordinator (Cora for New 
Denver – Nakusp @ 778-
987-3652 or newdenver@
wildsafebc.com; Brian for 
Kaslo @ 905-977-8288 or 
kaslo@wildsafebc.com). Our 
next electric fencing workshop 
will be in Burton on the evening 
of September 29 (email Cora 
for registration). If you would 
like to explore fruit gleaning 
options (i.e., assistance with 
picking fruit off of trees), then 
contact either Harvest Share 
at 250-354-8120 if you are in 
the New Denver and Silverton 
region, the Root and Branch 

Society at 250-265-3458 or 
rootandbranchharvest@gmail.
com if you are in the Nakusp 
region, or the North Kootenay 
Lake Community Services 
Food Hub at 250-353-7120 or 
kfsp@nklcss.org if you are in 
the Kaslo region.

It is not just our residential 
fruit trees that are in season! 
There is a bounty of natural 
berries such as thimbleberries, 
black huckleberries and 
blueberries throughout much 
of British Columbia, which 
is something to consider 
when heading out to enjoy 

trails either running, hiking 
or biking. Berries are highly 
prized by both grizzly and 
black bears as an important 
source of food as they start 
to put on weight for winter 
denning. When on trails, use 
caution in areas where there 
are berry bushes, make noise 
using your voice and ensure 
your dog is under control. 
Bring bear spray and know 
how to use it by checking out 
https://wildsafebc.com/learn/
bear-spray/

Please report wildlife in 
conflict to the Conservation 

Officer Service 24/7 at 
1-877-952-7277. Residents 
can also report sightings 
of bear, cougar, coyote or 
wolf in an urban area. These 
reports are uploaded daily to 
WildSafeBC’s Wildlife Alert 
Reporting Program (WARP), 
available at www.wildsafebc.
com/warp. This program 
allows the public to see what 
wildlife has been reported 
in their neighbourhood and 
be alerted of new sightings. 
Thank you for helping keep 
wildlife wild and communities 
safe!

submitted
One of the better known 

jewels for hikers in the 
Kootenay Lake area is Monica 
Meadows. It’s only a two-hour 
drive from Kaslo, the road can 
generally be handled by any 
regular vehicle and it only 
takes an hour to hike as far as 
the first meadows, where one 
can start exploring.

Over a period of four 
days early in August, a 

Volunteers from the Kaslo Outdoor Recreation and Trails Society joined 
a youth trail crew to make improvements at Monica Meadows, a popular 

recreation site north of Kaslo.

Makeover at Monica Meadows
crew of volunteers from the 
Kaslo Outdoor Recreation 
and Trails  Society and 
four members of the Youth 
Trail Crew established an 
actual campground near the 
meadows. This was done to 
limit human impact to one 
area as much as possible and 
to reduce random camping 
impact on the alpine meadows. 
One wet and muddy section 
on the trail was also bridged 

by new timbers.
As par t  of  the new 

campground, four tent pads 
were constructed as well as 
a metal fire ring, easy access 
to good water, a sturdy food 
cache and a relocated outhouse 
to replace the derelict structure 
that has been in use for many 
years.

The Youth Trail Crew 

and a couple of hours of 
helicopter time was supplied 
by BC Recreation Sites and 
Trails with funding from 
Columbia Basin Trust. Four 
of the ‘senior members’ of 
the Trailblazers made up the 
rest of the work party. It is 
hoped that these changes will 
enhance any longer stays at 
the Meadows.
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joldhamfinehomes.cajoldhamfinehomes.ca
“When You Want It Done Right”“When You Want It Done Right”

Having trouble Having trouble 
acquiring a new acquiring a new 
home construction home construction 
permit?permit?
We can We can 
Help. Help. 

For all your New Home For all your New Home 
Construction & General Construction & General 

Contracting Contracting 
Needs!Needs!

Contact Jesse Oldham Contact Jesse Oldham 
(licenced HPO Builder)  (licenced HPO Builder)       
(cell # (cell # 250 551 2593250 551 2593) • ) • Jesseoldham@hotmail.comJesseoldham@hotmail.com  

Servicing New Servicing New 
Denver, Nakusp, Denver, Nakusp, 
Kaslo & Slocan Kaslo & Slocan 

areaarea

Sean Christopher 
Dowdeswell 

Dec. 13, 1984 – Aug. 5, 2020

With heavy hearts we mourn Sean’s 
unexpected exit in Winlaw, BC.

Born in Calgary, he followed his 
passion of art. (ACAD) Sean loved 
travel, festivals, & fun.

Sadly survived by mom Katrina, 
dad Roger, sister Shae-Lyn, uncles 
Bill & Bruce, grandparents Chuck & 
Linda, cousins Nyx, Julie, Charles 
& Rhys. 

Thank you to all who were involved 
in his search & the incredible com-
munity we are thrilled he found.

Sean’s laughter, big heart, wonder, & 
hugs were contagious. Please carry 
it forward for him.

MU5HLOVE • WINLOVEArtistic expression was everything to Sean Dowdeswell. Always ready with his kit to create; 
wherever & whenever.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Legacy 

Society is delighted to announce 
that Slocan Valley community 
organizations have just received 
$22,000 to support vulnerable rural 
Canadians during the COVID-19 
crisis. 

Alex Berland, Chair of the 
SVLS, explains, “The Slocan 
Valley Legacy Society was 
honoured to be the conduit 
for $17,500 from the federal 
g o v e r n m e n t ’s  E m e rg e n c y 
Community Support Fund. When 
we realized the pressing need, 
our Legacy Society topped up the 
government funds with $4,500 
from our endowment fund.” 

Four groups received grants 
to serve north and south Valley 
residents dealing with increased 
isolation and other issues resulting 
from the pandemic.

Hills Recreation Society, 
partnering with the New Denver 
Youth Network,  wi l l  offer 
programs by skilled facilitators 
who have previously worked 
with north Valley youth. The 
workshops are intended to help 

Slocan Valley Legacy Fund delivers COVID-19 supports
youth understand and possibly 
share their knowledge with their 
peers on topics such as healthy 
relationships, self-exploration 
and mental health as well as 
issues such as LGBTQ, addiction, 
disability, and homelessness.

Kutenai Art Therapy Institute 
will provide mental health services 
via its Virtual Art Therapy Clinic, 
an online space where clients are 
matched with art therapists. This 
is a simple and effective way to 
get connected with mental health 
supports quickly.

SQx Danza will  present 
its Active Inclusion Program 
using contemporary dance and 
targeted discussions to disrupt 
systemic racism, discrimination, 
intolerance,  and hate .  The 
performance workshop will be 
presented in south Valley schools 
or online, if need be.

WE Graham Community 
Service Society has designed 
a community mental health 
project that will provide support 
to vulnerable youth and adults. 
Mental health workers will be 
available in Slocan every week 

offering individual assessments, 
supports and services for mental 
and physical health and safety. 
Referrals can be formal or casual 
and self-referrals will also be 
accepted.

O t t a w a  c h a n n e l e d  t h e 
emergency  funds  t h rough 
community foundations because 
of  their  s t rong community 
connections, understanding of 
local issues and ability to meet 
tight deadlines. The Slocan Valley 
Legacy Fund has been supporting 
Valley organizations for nine 
years. 

A community legacy fund is a 
fund that gives forever. It collects 
contributions and each year uses the 
interest from those funds to award 
grants to local organizations. The 
Slocan Valley Legacy Society’s 
granting committee reviews and 
evaluates local grant applications. 
Awards are approved by the legacy 
society’s Board of Trustees. 

Alex Berland explained 
that the Slocan Valley Legacy 

Society uses its funds to enrich 
and strengthen our resilient, 
resourceful and vital community 
and environment. This special 
COVID-19 distribution though was 
earmarked for activities to support 
social inclusion and mental well-
being. Society directors’ research 
had indicated that many other 
agencies were funding immediate 
needs through income supports 
and food banks. 

“We are so grateful to have 
been able to channel some of 
the government’s funds to our 
community,” said Berland. “And 
we’re grateful to have been able 
to contribute from our endowment 
fund. Valley residents have been 
generous to the Slocan Valley 
Legacy Fund, both in donations 
and support.”  

During the pandemic the 
Slocan Valley Legacy Society 
hasn’t been able to reach out to 
the community with its regular 
events. Berland asks the community 
to remember the organization 

during its annual Giving Tuesday 
campaign on December 1, 2020.” 
The campaign builds the Slocan 
Valley Legacy Fund. Berland 
invites the community to learn more 
at www.slocanvalleylegacy.com 

Alex Berland, chair of the Slocan Valley Legacy Society, distantly gives Chantal Smith and 
Sayre Knight, co-executive directors of the WE Graham Community Service Society, a cheque 
for $4,500 for a COVID-related community health project. The Legacy Society funds will top up 

a federal Community Emergency Support Fund grant of $6,985.
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PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR LEASE
218 Broadway Street, ground level, Nakusp

Approx. 1600 sq ft. Available immediately.
Contact West Kootenay Property Rentals Inc.
250.359.5021, info@westkootenayrentals.com

www.westkootenayrentals.com

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

MADDEN TIMBER MADDEN TIMBER 
CONSTRUCTION INCCONSTRUCTION INC

LICENCED BUILDERLICENCED BUILDER
250-265-1807250-265-1807

CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTIONCONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
LOG AND TIMBER FRAMELOG AND TIMBER FRAME

CERTIFIED PASSIVE HOUSECERTIFIED PASSIVE HOUSE
DESIGN AND BUILDDESIGN AND BUILD

Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

313 Hwy 23, Nakusp 
250-265-7258

The Hungry Barber

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

PALS HAS KITTENS!!
Adorable, playful, sometimes 
cuddly, sometimes a little shy, 
PALS has kittens ready to go to 
their forever homes!  Call PALS 
at 250-265-3792 to see if we 
have the right kitten for you! 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Beautifying downtown, 
part two

The second phase of the 

Nakusp council, August 10: Downtown facelift gets phase two nod
downtown revitalization project 
is set to begin early next month. 
Council approved spending just 
under $290,000 for the project at its 
August 10 meeting.

The work will see both sides of 
Broadway renovated, from 5th to 
6th Ave. That includes the Lodge 
and Save-On Foods. However, the 
design will be slightly altered from 
phase one, and will see no corner 
bulbs at the intersection of Broadway 
and 6th Avenue, no irrigation, trees, 
or mid-block plantings. Features will 
include pavers, concrete sidewalks 
and curbs, streetlights, four benches 
and two combination waste and 
recycle receptacles.

Work should be completed by 

mid-October.
The project is being paid for by 

the community-owned NACFOR 
Legacy Fund, leaving about 
$190,000 in the fund.
‘Maybe’ to more 
cannabis stores

Nakusp Village Council won’t 
change the zoning bylaw, which 
allows for just one cannabis shop in 
town – but it didn’t completely close 
the door for more cannabis retailers.

Council went along with the staff 
recommendation to leave the current 
bylaw as is, and require anyone 
interested in opening a cannabis 
retail store to apply to the Village 
for a zoning bylaw amendment for 
a site-specific designation. 

The move to take another look 
at the existing bylaw came after two 
local businesspeople said they would 
like to see changes to allow them to 
open outlets as well. 

Nakusp’s first private cannabis 
store is set to open before the end of 
the month.
Pandemic finances

A report from the Village’s 
director of finance gives a glimpse 
on how the COVID-19 pandemic has 
hit two of the municipality’s sources 
of revenue.

The municipal campground 
saw a decrease of nearly $15,000 
in revenue in June of this year. The 
Village-owned hot springs saw a 
decrease of a whopping $94,000 in 
June of this year, compared to last, 
and a $34,000 drop in July compared 
to the same time last year. The chalets 
and pool only fully opened at the end 
of the month, though protocols still 
have reduced the number of people 
able to use them at any one time.

While revenues have returned 
to near normal for both public 
enterprises, it’s still a drop of nearly 
$130,000 over the two months – 
money that often comes in handy at 
budget time to help offset property 
taxes.

COVID-19 has also slowed tax 
revenue streams. About $204,000 
in current taxes are outstanding, 
compared to about $137,000 at the 
same time last year. Approximately 
one-third of the outstanding taxes are 
owed by commercial and industrial 
taxpayers, who don’t have to pay 
until October this year thanks 
to pandemic-related changes to 
provincial tax law. Usually they’re 
due in July.

It wasn’t all bad news from the 
finance department. Director of 
Finance Mark Tennant noted the 
breakwater project was completed 
at a cost of $306,500 which came 
in under the $330,000 budgeted 
amount. As well, most departments – 
administration, parks and rec, public 
works, etc., were all coming in under 
spending targets. 
Wastewater project

Council budgeted $100,000 in 
2020 for construction of a detention 
tank (chemical mix tank) at the 
wastewater treatment plant in order to 
comply with provincial environment 
regulations. An engineering analysis 
has since set the price of the job 
at $150,000. Council approved 
the revised cost, and the extra 
$50,000 will come from the capital 
reserve. Administration pointed 
out that still leaves enough in the 
reserve for upcoming wastewater 
improvements.
Bike station

Bicyclists finding themselves 
with a flat tire downtown will be 
able to do a quick repair job. Council 
approved a Nakusp and Area Bike 
Society request to install a bike repair 
stand and pump by the skate and 
BMX park. NABS will install the 
stand, and funding for it is coming 
from the Columbia Basin Trust. The 
society will also install two of these 
stands at Mt. Abriel Recreation Area.
Remembering 
Hiroshima

The Nakusp Rotary Club wants 
to plant a gingko tree sapling, a 
descendant of a tree that survived 
Hiroshima, in the park across from 
the public beach in spring 2022. 
The Heiwa project is a Rotary 
initiative to promote peace and 
nuclear disarmament.
Cat bylaw?

Should Nakusp have a bylaw 
regulating cats? Resident Donnette 
Olsen thinks so. While she’s owned 
cats herself in the past, she says in 
recent years they’ve made her life 
miserable, doing their business in 
her yard, killing songbirds on her 
property, yowling for mates all night, 
and doing other cat things.

“I realize that cat management 
is not an easy chore for an animal 
control officer. They are devious, 
slippery, sneaky and uncooperative at 
best,” she wrote to council. “But it is 
also a source of income and may be 
a deterrent to those who lose one cat 
and automatically go get one or two 
or six more. It would also perhaps 
inspire those pet owners who do 
not or refuse to, spay or neuter their 
pets.” Council received the letter as 
information.
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Celebrating its 20th anniversary, the 

HGG volunteer board took on the challenge 
of responsibly promoting local culture during 
a pandemic. The “small gallery that could” 
attributes its longevity to the community’s 

Hidden Garden Gallery’s 2020 season finale
unwavering support and appreciation of 
artistic diversity. 

Wrapping up its 2020 season, the gallery 
presents Mixed New Works by local artists 
Louise Ducharme and Boukje Elzinga. 
Their exhibit runs September 1-6. The show 

combines an array of drawings and paintings 
focused on diverse subject matter. An equally 
diverse variety of mediums are used: oil, 
acrylic, watercolour, encaustics, cold wax, 
collage papers and textiles.

Louise and Boukje, who both studied at 

Emily Carr Institute of Art and Design, are 
avid participants in Life Drawing sessions 
with other community artists and have taught 
art classes in the region for many years. They 
are pleased to share this exhibition and look 
forward to your visit.

The Hidden Garden Gallery is situated 
at 112 Slocan Avenue in New Denver. It 
will be open from 10 am to 3 pm, Tuesday 
to Sunday. As with all shows this season, 
viewing of the work will follow COVID-19 
guidelines. 
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Residents  of  the Central 
Attendance Zone of School District 
10 – which includes Nakusp, Summit 
Lake, and up Highway 31 to Galena 
and Trout Lake, go to the polls 
on September 12 to choose a new 
trustee for School District 10 Arrow 
Lakes. There’s an advance poll on 
September 2.

The Valley Voice contacted each 
trustee candidate to offer them the 
chance to introduce themselves to 
the voting public. We asked each five 
questions. Here are their responses:

Tell us a little about yourself.

Meet the School District 10 trustee candidates
Steve Gascon: I am a husband 

of one amazing wife, father of three 
great elementary age kids, a pastor 
at Arrow Lakes Alliance church 
and proud to be part of the village 
of Nakusp.

Carlee Hughes: I am a proud 
third generat ion Nakuspian, 
graduated from Nakusp Secondary 
School in 1997 as Citizen of the Year. 

My husband and I are raising our 
three children in Nakusp, currently 
in SD 10. I have coordinated the 
swim program on Recreation 
Commission #4 for 10 years, am 
secretary on the Nakusp & Area 
Youth Society board, on the NSS 
PAC, and serve Hot Lunch weekly 
at NSS and NES. Professionally, I 
serve our community as a Woman’s 
Outreach worker with ASLCS and 
our province on the board of The 
Ending Violence Association of BC.

Aidan McLaren-Caux: Having 
been in Nakusp for over a decade, I 
have had the honour and privilege to 
serve with other dedicated residents 

on a number of volunteer boards 
in the community, chairing many 
of them. I am proud to continue to 
be involved with many effective 
and impactful organizations in and 
around Nakusp. 

Judy Struck: I have four 
children. All of them went through 
the Arrow Lakes school system. 
Now three grandchildren are starting 
their journey. Being informed and 
knowledgeable in education has 
helped me help them. I have been a 
widow for 20 years and feel I have 
managed my life with my family 
with honesty, integrity, patience and 
love. I love living in Nakusp and 
intend to stay. My previous time as 
a trustee was very rewarding. I am a 
scrapbooker, so good memories are 
important and I have many.

Why do you want to be a trustee?
Steve Gascon: Since I arrived in 

Nakusp, I have been involved in the 
school system here. I think we have 
a great team in SD 10 and I would 
like to bring a new voice to the table 
in order to help us to continue to 
deliver world-class education in a 
small-town setting. I want to see kids 
encouraged to learn and grow into 
their potential, and to see teachers 
empowered to guide them. Strong 
academic fundamentals are a key to 
their future success.

Carlee Hughes: This community 
has provided great opportunities to 
me and my family. I see this as a way 
to return that investment.

Aidan McLaren-Caux: We are 
in an extraordinary time of transition, 
and I believe the school board 
needs a steady hand and skillful 
administration to guide it through 
such unprecedented times. Over the 

many years that I have dedicated 
to community service, I have 
demonstrated the right demeanour 
and capacity to help the school board 
navigate the challenges it currently 
faces. Board work is about building 
consensus and working together in 
a constructive, professional manner 
to overcome obstacles and achieve 
results; both my professional career 
in management and volunteer 
experience in the community has 
instilled that in me as a guiding 
principle.

Judy Struck: My 19 years’ 
experience would be an asset during 
these challenging times ahead. I 
am a good problem solver and am 
willing to put in the time to make 
this transition as easy as possible for 
everyone. No one really knows what 
lies ahead.

One issue the board is currently 
dealing with is building a 96-space 
daycare faci l i ty  in Nakusp 
Elementary. Do you support this 
project? Why or why not?

Steve Gascon: This is a big 
question, bigger than a simple yes 
or no answer. Overall, I think the 
project is a great opportunity for our 
community and will be an incredible 
positive for the school, but there are 
still some hurdles to clear in order 
to make this facility a great success 
story. The current board has done 
great work in this area and I am 
excited to help with those remaining 
hurdles.

Carlee Hughes: I know that 
there is a need for childcare in our 
community. I hope to support this 
project but to my understanding, 
there are still many unanswered 
questions. I would need more 
information and would only support 
it after seeing a plan and budget that 
would not put the school district in 
a financially vulnerable position, 
inadvertently impacting the children 
in SD 10.

Aidan McLaren-Caux: Finding 
childcare can be a challenge for 
parents of young children and, 
indeed, can be preclusive of growth 
in both school enrolment and the 
community at large. Consequently, 
in principle I support the creation 
of a daycare at NES, but there are 
many details that need to be sorted 
out, including a sustainable funding 
model and a management structure 
separate from the current NES 
administration.

Judy Struck: Although I never 
required daycare as I was a stay-at-
home mom, I certainly understand 
the need for one. My son used the 
present day care facility. Nakusp 
needs a place that is open when 
parents need it the most (before and 
after school). I know there are pros 
and cons to this endeavour, so I plan 

to research them thoroughly before 
making a decision.

How do you think the school 
board can best navigate through the 
ongoing pandemic crisis?

Steve Gascon: I think the 
school board needs to provide 
strong leadership and support for our 
administration and teachers, without 
getting paralyzed by the present, 
but having an eye to the future. We 
will need to face the challenges and 
changes of the pandemic and do what 
we can to free our teachers to do what 
they do best – teach our kids!

Carlee Hughes: I have been 
completely amazed and grateful 
for the way that our educators and 
administration have handled it, 
especially when speaking with 
parents from other communities/ 
p r o v i n c e s .  I  a m  u n i q u e l y 
experienced in the challenges and 
opportunities for our region during 
this pandemic as my husband and I 
had the privilege to homeschool our 
children in their early years. We are 
seeing a fundamental review of how 
education can be provided to students 
while greater emphasis is placed on 
utilizing the greatest classroom – the 
outdoors.

Aidan McLaren-Caux: The 
most effective strategy to come 
through this pandemic is to trust the 
medical experts to give appropriate 
guidelines for policy and to allow 
our very capable administrators and 
staff to implement that action plan 
as it pertains to our district. And, 
of course: “Be Kind. Be Calm. Be 
Safe.”

Judy Struck:  Nothing is 
going to be the same. Much of 
the direction will come from the 
ministry. Many new policies will 
have to be developed. During my 
time as a trustee, we completely 
overhauled our policy manual. It 
was time-consuming work. With no 
other job or commitments, I have the 
time to do the work again if required. 
Consultation, coordination, and 
cooperation with all partner groups 
is key.

Are there any other issues you 
want to raise?

Steve Gascon: I’m not afraid to 
ask the hard questions and pursue 
excellence. Together we can make 
this great district even better!

Carlee Hughes: I would be 
honoured to represent SD 10. I 
am so proud of our district. I will 
continue to advocate for increased 
opportunities for all children. I 
would like to see the band program 
reinstated, and more opportunities 
for enrichment, arts and music. My 
dream is to see a proper kitchen 
built at NES, including a space for 
children to eat, allowing an expanded 
breakfast and lunch program.

Aidan McLaren-Caux: I want 
to thank SD 10 and the people of 
the Central Attendance Zone for 
their interest in this byelection. I 
hope I can count on your support 
on September 12, and don’t forget 
to vote!

Judy Struck: I would appreciate 
your support.

Candidate Steve Gascon

Candidate Carlee Hughes

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 833-501-1700 for details 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Candidate Aiden McLaren-Caux

Candidate Judy Struck
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Housing on hold

Publ ic  concerns  over  an 
affordable housing project in Slocan 
have prompted council to tap the 
brakes on the proposal.

A number of citizens appeared 
before council to voice their concerns 
about the project, a multi-unit 
complex at the corner of Slocan 
Street and Giffin Avenue.

The project needs approval 
through the Official Community 
Plan and Zoning bylaws, as it 
will see eight village-owned lots 
change zoning from ‘single-family 
residential’ and ‘commercial’ to 
‘multi-family residential.’

Council intends to build six to 
10 affordable housing units for low-
income families in the village, one of 
the most economically depressed in 
the region. The final number of units 
will be known when the design stage 
is complete. 

“The project will take advantage 
of opportunities identified in the OCP 
by encouraging multi-family housing 
that caters to low-income residents in 
areas where conflicts with other uses 
will be minimized,” a report from 

Slocan council, August 10: Housing, tourist headaches highlight council meeting
council states. The site also affords 
easy access to water, electrical, and 
other services. 

It will also meet a need for 
affordable housing in a community 
where the number of rental units is 
declining.

Council has been working on the 
project for more than three years. 
But it hit the snag at a public hearing 
to discuss the bylaw changes on 
August 10.

About a dozen people showed 
up to the meeting, and 10 voiced 
their concerns. Among the issues 
raised were the increase in traffic the 
project would cause, how problem 
tenants would be managed, and the 
impact on property values. There 
was concern about drugs and upkeep 
of the properties. According to the 
meeting minutes, many asked if the 
project could be located elsewhere.

“The negative response at the 
public hearing came as a bit of 
a shock to council,” said CAO 
Michelle Gordon. “There has been 
much support within the community 
for the proposed housing project so 
far, in response to the information 
the Village has provided through the 
council minutes, our local newsletter, 

the local paper, and on our website/ 
social media.

“I believe the results of the public 
hearing were driven mainly from a 
lack of information of the project, 
not having hard plans to see, and 
some of the concerns presented were 
valid. There was confusion with 
the low-income piece,” she added. 
“People think low-income means 
‘on assistance.’ But affordable means 
you’ll likely still have to carry a job 
to afford them. They’re just below 
market rents.”

The Village will be inviting 
the architect and consultant on the 
project to come present the concept 
plans to the community, once they’re 
completed. The public will have the 
opportunity to comment and ask 
questions.

That’s going to push back 
construction plans too, says Gordon. 
Council was hoping to get into a 
September funding uptake. That 
won’t happen now until January. So 
no shovels will break ground on the 
complex this year.
Visitors not behaving

Summertime, and the living is 
easy – as long as you’re not trying to 
keep visitors and locals from hurting 

themselves or others.
Slocan council has directed 

staff to take steps to rein in some of 
the more troublesome behaviours 
they’ve seen recently.

The trouble peaked over the 
BC Day long weekend, when the 
community saw a record number of 
visitors, the CAO reported.

“Although the community 
and our amenities were enjoyed 
respectfully by most, several 
incidences occurred, including 
disruption at the waterfront/gazebo 
and disruption at the campground,” 
said Michelle Gordon in a report to 
council at its last meeting. “The two 
incidences were related to the same 
group of visitors in Slocan, and the 
RCMP were dispatched for both.”

Hypodermic needles were 
also reportedly found at the beach, 
causing a concern for public safety. 
Staff plan to work with police, the 
people who manage the campground 
and beach washroom contracts, 
public works, and ANKORS, a 
public service agency that deals 
with drug use, to “strategize how to 
better manage future long weekends 
when we can anticipate an influx of 
visitors.”

While the influx of tourists 
has meant record revenues for the 
community-owned campground, it’s 
also caused complaints of out-of-
towners camping for free illegally in 
all sorts of nooks and crannies in the 
area. Staff are working on a draft ‘No 

Camping in Public Places’ bylaw, 
which will better enable RCMP to 
get involved to manage the situation.

Swimming around and jumping 
off the boat dock and breakwater has 
also become an issue, mainly due 
to the absence of the swim dock. 
“Signage is posted at the boat dock 
advising ‘no swimming,’ yet the signs 
seem to go unread,” the CAO reports. 

Staff are working on more 
prominent signage. The swim dock 
will be put back into the water once 
the boom logs have been placed. 
The Village has been warned by its 
insurer, however, that the dock is a 
major liability for the Village, with 
no lifeguard or ability to control 
deadheads or other hazards.

The police have also agreed 
to step up patrols of the village, 
especially during the upcoming 
September long weekend. 

Council is now planning for 
next year. Council directed staff to 
draft a policy outlining annual beach 
cleanup, inspection, deadlines and 
procedure, put up more prominent 
signage, work with RCMP on 
protocols for more effective control 
of illegal camping and inappropriate 
behaviour, and plan how those costs 
can be addressed in next year’s 
budget.
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In a growth survey of native 

shrubs and trees planted by Lucerne 
School students last fall at the 
Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary (located 
at the north end of Slocan Lake), 
the Nootka Rose has come out the 
hands-down winner in terms of plant 
survivorship.

In late July, a crew from the 
Central Kootenay Invasive Species 
Society (CKISS), under the direction 
of Education Program Coordinator 
Laurie Frankcom, came to Snk’mip 
to survey the hundreds of tree 
and shrub plugs that were planted 
last fall around one of the newly 
created ponds at the south end of the 
sanctuary. Students from Lucerne 
School assisted with the planting and 
learned about wetland habitat, native 
plant species and about eradicating 
invasive species.

During the late-July work-bee, 
three CKISS staff were assisted 
by volunteers from the Valhalla 
Foundation for Ecology. They 
inventoried all the thriving shrubs 
and trees and pulled many contractor 
bags full of invasive hawkweed, 
spotted knapweed and oxeye daisies.

“We are pleased to see that out 
of the 250 plugs that were put in 
the ground last fall [around that one 
pond], a majority of them survived 
the winter. We selected six native 
species based on recommendations 
from Robin Annschild, a wetland 
restoration specialist. These plants 
will provide both ecological and 
cultural values to the newly built 
wetland,” stated Frankcom.

Overall, CKISS was very happy 
with the regeneration success of 
the native plants placed around the 
large pond: Saskatoon and red osier 
dogwood for moose browse and 
berries for bears and birds, Nootka 
wild rose, black cottonwood, paper 

Native plant regeneration going well at Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary
birch and Douglas maple. The seeds 
of desirable native grasses were also 
scattered as was cottonwood fluff 
containing seeds. A long, wet winter 
and a cool wet spring helped the 
plants take hold and establish roots.

Thanks  to  funding  f rom 
Environment Canada’s Eco Action 
Community Funding Program and 

the Columbia Basin Trust, CKISS 
will be organizing another planting 
event at Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary 
for this fall, likely in late September 
or early October. Anyone interested 
in lending a hand should contact 
Laurie at: lfrankcom@ckiss.ca to 
get on the list to be contacted once a 
date and details are finalized.

Laurie Frankcom (right) and Paige Thurston of CKISS in July at the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary, 
monitoring a rose bush planted by students last fall.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Summer clothing and 
hats are now on sale. 

Open every day.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
The Kaslo Golf Club Restaurant is available for lease for 
the 2021 season.

For further details regarding lease requirements, please 
view: kaslogolf.org/lease-opportunity/

Contact: kaslogolfclub@gmail.com

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative

• Kaslo Village councillors 
r e s c i n d e d  t h e  a n t i - r a c i s m 
proclamation it passed in mid July, 
and adopted a new resolution with 
wording suggested by the Anti-
Racism Collective of Kaslo & Area 
– but not without one member in 
opposition to the move.

Henry Van Mill voted against 

Kaslo council, August 11: Van Mill dissents on anti-racism amendment
changing the proclamation so it 
specifically referred to people of 
colour and Indigenous people – 
a phrase he convinced council 
to remove from the original 
proclamation at the July 14 meeting.

After the July council meeting, 
council was criticized by anti-
racism activists in the community, 
prompting councillors to review the 
issue at their last Committee of the 
Whole meeting. There, they voted 
to consider the new proclamation, 
which refers to “Black, Indigenous, 
and all people who experience racism 
in Kaslo.” 

Van Mill was having no part of it.
“We as council made the motion 

in good faith,” he said in explaining 
his opposition. “If we are going to 
change our decisions every time a 
few residents are not in favour, we are 
going down a slippery slope.”

He added that some of the letters 
council had received on the issue 
were “appalling, discriminatory, 
racist… and accusations of being 
privileged and stealing I will not 
accept.

“We gotta stay out of this stuff,” 
he said.

The rest of the council voted 
in favour of rescinding the motion, 
and adopting the new proclamation 
suggested by anti-racism activists 
in Kaslo.

• At the urging of the Health 
Select Committee, Mayor Suzan 
Hewat will be sending a letter to the 
Minister of Health and Kaslo’s MLA, 
Michelle Mungall, requesting that 
10 of the 75 beds announced for the 
Nelson area be diverted to fulfill a 
commitment made long ago to Kaslo.

• Council passed a motion to 
apply for funding for the Lower 
Kaslo Sewer Expansion Project 
Phase 2 under the Invest Canada 
Infrastructure Program for rural and 
northern communities – a fund that 
will backstop rural communities for 
100% of the cost of eligible projects. 
Council also approved $12,000 to pay 

TRUE Consulting to get the Village’s 
plan to a ‘shovel-ready’ stage for 
the application. Staff will apply for 
an $8,500 grant to go towards the 
consultant’s work. 

Right now only about a third 
of the village is connected to the 
sewer system, and the Liquid Waste 
Management Plan shows that 
Lower Kaslo could be connected 
with minimal improvements to the 
treatment plant. The application is 
due in October.

• Council approved closing 
Fourth Street overnight on August 
28 to allow the painting of a Pride 
Rainbow Crosswalk between Front 
Street and Penny Lane. The closure 
will be between 3 pm and 10 am. 
The Kaslo and Up the Lake Youth 
Network made the request. They 
also asked the Village to fly the Pride 
rainbow flag for two weeks at City 
Hall. Council approved the plan, with 
one dissenting voice. 

Councillor Henry Van Mill voted 
against both ideas.

“With today’s political field – if 
I can be nice here – I think we are 
opening up a can of worms if we 
allow painting on the sidewalk. We 
don’t have enough streets to get 
painted on…,” he said. “And I am a 
flag person. I would love to have it. If 
they gave me a flag, I would be happy 

to hang it on my pole but I don’t think 
it is appropriate to hang it at City 
Hall. A flag for anybody other than 
government and ourselves.”

• Council received a pitch in July 
from the BC Rural Centre asking it 
support a project called ‘Kaslo 2.0’ 
that included an online ‘Health Hub.’ 
The Hub – a website, discussion board 
and interactive community – would 
bring greater health care services to 
the community, proponents said. It 
would also serve as a keystone for 
Kaslo to become the ‘communi-
culture’ capital of BC, they hoped. 

Council sent the idea off to 
the Kaslo and Area Health Select 
Committee for comment. They 
lobbed it back to council, saying they 
“lack the capacity” to take on the 
‘Health Hub’ pilot project. It’s not 
certain where the initiative goes next.

• Council approved committing 
$35,000 ($24,000 of that as staff-
time) as part of an application for 
$60,000 from the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities-controlled 
fund for implementing a new 
asset management program. Asset 
management allows municipal 
governments to plan their water, 
sewer, and other infrastructure 
replacement needs for years to 
come, thus avoiding nasty surprises 
for taxpayers.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A very active community 
volunteer – Carol Koenig – was 
named Kaslo’s 2020 Citizen of the 
Year at the Village’s 127th birthday 
celebration on Friday, August 14. 

Mayor Suzan Hewat noted 
Carol Koenig’s many years of 

Kaslo’s Citizen of the Year, Carol Koenig (centre), receives a plaque and flowers from Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat (left), and Councillor Maureen Leathwood. 
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Carol Koenig named Kaslo 
Citizen of the Year

contribution to seniors’ groups, the 
Legion, Red Cross, the hospital 
auxiliary thrift shop, and many 
other community organizations and 
activities. She said Koenig had been 
a pillar of support for those groups, 
contributing time, baking items for 
donation, participating in quilting 
bees, and even sewing matching 
aprons to build volunteer team spirit. 

“Thank you for everything you 
do for our community,” said Hewat. 
“You are a very worthy recipient.”

“For once I’m speechless, I had 
no idea this was going to happen,” 
said a pleasantly shocked Koenig, 
who said she came to the event 
to find out who was going to be 
named to the honour. “Thank you 
all so very much…. I love being 
part of everything Mayor Hewat 
mentioned.”
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NAKUSP & AREA
Anderson’s Automotive Services
Open 7 am - 8 pm (temporarily – will resume regular hours to 9 pm when restric-
tions are lifted.) Practising physical distancing, enhanced cleaning
250-265-3313 

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit
Cleaning protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Chumley’s Restaurant & Three Lions Pub
Open at 11:30 Monday to Saturday. 
Kitchen closes at 8:00 pm. Closed Sunday.
250-265-3331 or 250 265-4944 for takeout orders.

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commer-
cial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles. 
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Leland Hotel
Off-Sales: 11 am-11 pm; if door is locked, call 250-265-3314.
Restaurant: Open 4-8 pm for takeout. Closed Tuesdays. 250-265-3314

Marvin’s Small Motor Repairs
Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm
Open regular hours 250-265-4911

NACFOR
The NACFOR office is now open to the public for regular business hours between 
8 am and 5 pm, Monday to Friday, with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
250-265-3656, info@nakuspcommunityforest.com

Nakusp Computers 
Open Mon-Fri, 10:30 am - 3:30 pm
250-265-0129; nakuspcomputers@gmail.com; facebook.com/nakuspcomputers

Nakusp Farmers’ Market
Saturdays 9 am - noon, starting May 16
Locally raised foods and vegetable starter plants.
Crowd limit and handwashing stations. Bring your reusable tote bags. Money 
handling will be separate from vendors. Vendors of exposed products will wear 
masks and gloves; produce will be shielded. Food harvesting done safely. 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Nakusp Tirecraft
Open
250-265-4438, https://tirecraft.com/tirecraft-nakusp/ Facebook: @tirecraftnakusp

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.
Studio Connexion Art Gallery
Open by appointment or by chance Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm
250-265-8888; 203 Fifth Ave NW, Nakusp

Wilf Hewat Repairs LTD.
Open
250-265-4388, Facebook: @hewatrepairs

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES – NOW MORE THAN EVER!
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing 
more space to shop. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave 
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Eric’s Meats
Open Tues-Sat 9:30 am-5 pm
250-353-2436 

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available  250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 11 am daily. Kitchen open 11 am-3:30 pm and 5 pm-10 pm. Front 
desk 8 am-8 pm for check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in 
place. 250-353-7714; kaslohotel.com; Facebook.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available.  250-353-9667

Village of Kaslo
Open 10 am-3 pm, Mon-Fri. We’re also available by phone or email.
admin@kaslo.ca, 250-353-2311 x101, www.kaslo.ca, facebook.com/KasloBC/

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Coin Laundry
Open 9 am-7 pm, 7 days a week
Use your intelligence, engage in physical distancing and wash hands when you 
come in and when you leave. Soap is good. The premises are being cleaned 
twice a day.
Contact: Wendy @ 358-7792 or Rod – phone numbers on signs inside the building.

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your 
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to 
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Now open every day: Monday through Saturday, 10:30 am-4:30 pm (from 10 
am on Friday), and on Sunday, 11 am-3 pm. We’ve still got cool clothes, great 
books, and more – hope to see you soon!

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca; www.valleyvoice.ca 

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

SLOCAN
Mountain Valley Station Gas/Convenience
Open regular hours 8 am-7 pm daily
Bottle Depot open Tues-Sat 9-5, closed holidays
Taking precautions for everyone’s health and safety
250-355-2245

Village of Slocan – Fitness Centre, Library, Campground, 
Playgrounds
Village Office open by appointment. Other facilities temporarily closed.
Campground open June 15 to BC residents, self-contained units only.
250-355-2277, info@villageofslocan.ca, www.slocancity.com

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the 
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250-
226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local 
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online 
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New COVID hours: Mon-Sat, 10 am-5 pm (closed Sun)
Email to order for pick-up
gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255 

Kootenay Country Craft Distillery
Open for online/telephone sales. Tasting room closed.
Hand sanitizer available.
lora@kootenaycountry.ca
250-355-2702

Mama Sita’s
Open for take-out and delivery. Outdoor seating. 9 am-7 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Winlaw Brew Op
Open by appointment only
250-226-7328, winlawbrewop@telus.net

SLOCAN PARK
StillPoint Pottery
250 226-6876, 3019 Slocan Valley East Road, Slocan Park
You are welcome to visit us Tues-Sat, 10 am-4 pm in a safe, hygienic environment. 
For updates check Facebook, Instagram or our web page stillpointpottery.ca

Your business could be listed here 
for only $10 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

It pays to advertise in 
the Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for details  

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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YAMAHA PIANO, in good condition. B 
2683783, 1978. Height 45”, Length 59”, 
Width 24”. $800. 250-358-2729.
DUCKS FOR SALE. Young Muscovy. For 
harvesting or breeding. $12/Female $15/
Male. New Denver. 358 2232.

USED SEA-CAN FOR SALE. 8’ x 8’ x 
40’. $3000 OBO. Great condition, prior 
use for document storage only, buyer 
arranges pick-up and transport. Contact 
250-354-9331.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning 
clients for therapeutic and relaxation 
treatments. Clean, quiet, professional 
office located in Winlaw. Mobile available. 
Jessica Coonen RMT 250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com

you when you come and support your local 
farmers, artisans and food vendors. New 
hours: vendors will be ready to serve you 
from 9:30 am to 12 pm. See you there.
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET featuring 
local farmers, food and artisans every 
Saturday, 10 am-2 pm June, July and August. 
Expo Park. Village of Slocan. New vendors 
welcome. Call Christina 250-355-2635.

AT THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 
Mixed New Works showcasing the diverse 
artwork of Louise Ducharme and Boukje 
Elzinga are exhibited from September 1-6. 
The Hidden Garden Gallery is located at 
112 Slocan Ave, behind Sweet Dreams 
Guesthouse. The gallery is open 10am - 3pm, 
Tuesday - Sunday. For more information 
please visit hiddengardengallery.ca.
SLOCAN VALLEY SENIORS’ HOUSING 
SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING Saturday, September 12, 2020. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Regular Hours

Mon – Sat   9 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday and Long Weekends

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –

muralsbytim@gmail.com

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
           250-354-8562

CLASSIFIED ADS

ESTATE SALE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
cell: 250-505-4347

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com
highlandcreekcontracting.com

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

HEALTH

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

FOR SALE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
PASSMORE HALL ASSOCIATION 
Board of Directors has decided to rent the 
Passmore Hall out again, with COVID 
protocols in place. Our Hall, on Passmore 
Old Road, near the Slocan River, is a 
beautiful hall with lots of windows, 3 
outside doors in the main area, 3 bathrooms 
and a large, roomy kitchen with its own door 
to the outside. Lots of light and fresh air in 
the Hall. We have ample parking as well.  
If you are planning a meeting, workshop, 
course, social gathering or other event, 
consider Passmore Hall as a great venue. 
Please call Brenda Curry at 250-226-7661 
to book the Hall. You will need to present 
your COVID plan when you book.

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY to 
live your dream and own your own business. 
Become the proud owner of the Valley Voice 
and a quaint building on the main street of New 
Denver. The newspaper business can provide 
a modest living for you and your family, and 
wonderful community connections. If you 

are so inclined, we would love to show you 
the ropes and stay as long or as little as you 
need us. We have absolutely loved our life as 
newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-
501-1700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR?  If so, call Community 
futures to learn about the free Business Plan 
workshop open to anyone! And if you’re 
eligible, you may also qualify for the Self-
Employment program where you will receive 
ongoing business training and coaching and 
usually financial support while you start your 
business. To learn more, call 265-3674 ext. 
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, Community 
Futures offers business loans, counseling & 
training; and delivers the Self-Employment 
program in the Arrow & Slocan Lakes area. For 
more info leave a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 
or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE FRIDAY MARKET is happening 
every Friday this season in the heart of New 
Denver. It will look a little different this year, 
as we have modified our space to welcome 

Pre-register by calling the office at 250-226-
7136 or by email at info@svhousing.ca. We 
will meet outside with social distancing. 
Confirmation of your pre-registration at 1:45, 
Meeting at 2:00. Bring your own water.

RETALLACK GARAGE SALE Sept. 
10. Kenneth Smith’s possessions.  Tools, 
boats, generators, saws, etc.

COZY LOG CABIN on 1/2 acre Slocan 
River near Winlaw. Loft, woodstove, garden 
space. Available Oct. 1. $550/mo + utilities. 
250-355-2525
ONE BDR COZY CABIN. Red Mountain 
Rd, Silverton. Ideal for one person/couple. 
Wood stove/electric heat. NS/ No Pets. 
References required. $580 (includes internet) 
+ Util. Available NOW. Contact: Collene 
206-633-4306 or cjdel61@yahoo.com

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
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Music Therapy student looking for 
instruments! Interested in drums, shakers, 
xylophones, and any sound-makers you 
have lying around for donation or purchase. 
Please call 250-226-7280.

CLASSIFIED ADS

coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

• BICYCLE

RECYCLING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on 

Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 

depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions or 
simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  

Offices in Silverton & Nelson  
Call 250-358-2177 for appointments

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 833-501-1700 for details

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

HELP WANTED

NOTICES

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you on-line—and in person.

WANTED

PETS

SERVICES

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

TOY BUYER
Buying old toys 
& collectibles

Toys from the 90s or 
earlier

Antiques, old book or coin 
collections, old video games, 
movie posters, Horror VHS 
tapes & similar items

Call Sam
250-355-2822

IN MEMORIAM RENTAL WANTED

Next Valley 
Voice Deadline: 

September 4
2020

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

BOOKS

YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! Free 
intros: Chair Yoga & Feldenkrais. Enjoy 
1-hour classes anytime at home. Info/
Registration: tyson@thaitouch.ca.
REIKI, HANDS-ON-HEALING AND 
CCMBA sessions for past trauma, also 
Reiki classes. Agnes Toews-Andrews. 30 
years experience. Winlaw. 250-226-7268.

Pharmacy Assistant and Front Store 
Cashier /Merchandiser Position 
Available. Excellent Part time to full time 
career  opportunity available. Candidate 
must be energetic, have a positive attitude, 
and be able to multitask in a fast paced 
multi-faceted environment. Successful 
applicant should be customer care 
oriented, have excellent organizational 
and interpersonal communication 
skills. Pharmacy Assistant or Cashier/
Merchandiser and/or related retail 
experience is an asset. Please email 
resume to: nakusppharmachoice@
gmail.com

HEALTH
IN LOVING MEMORY of a dear 
husband, Ted Reitmeier, father, grandfather 
and great grandfather who left us August 
30/2007. 

A smile for all
And a heart of gold 
The very best 
The world could hold.  
Those we love 
Don’t go away,
They walk beside us
Everyday.

Missed by your loving wife Isabel, children 
Rod and Chiyoko, Rich and June, Ken and 
Nat, Kathy and Tim, Marlene and Roy, 
Barbara and Trent, 14 grandchildren and 
28 great grandchildren.

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the 
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom 
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps 
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of 
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 

information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-
551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New 
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com/ 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. Drop-in 
Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon Street, Nelson. 
Nelson and District Seniors Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

CAROL AND 2 DOGS seeking rental 
starting August/ September/ October in 
New Denver area preferably. Reliable, 
responsible, mature adult. Conscious, clean, 
active lifestyle. Thank you! cbboccaccio@
gmail.com 1-780-926-6538.

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT 
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales, 
installations, service inspection & 
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing; 
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals, 
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design 
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. 250-355-0088.
JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
LOCAL ASTROLOGER off e r s 
Astrology Natal Chart Readings. 1.5-2 hour 
comprehensive session, tailored to suit your 
needs and interests. Email amandakonkin@
protonmail.com or call/text 250-686-0567 
to find out more.

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 833-501-1700 for details
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Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

January 11,
2019

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Now Open Every Day!
Monday – Saturday 
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

(Open 10 am on Fri.)
Sunday, 11 am – 3 pm

Main Street, New Denver 
250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Valley ExchangeValley Exchange
Buying/SellingBuying/Selling
Gold & SilverGold & Silver
250-353-7844250-353-7844

tax returNs Not 
behaviNg?

Canadian Tax Whisperer 
(est. 1983) 

A small family-owned & 
operated tax and book-keeping 
service is taking on new clients.
For by-phone appointments call 

on Sunday 12-4 to book.
250-355-2822
Sam or Merina 

$60/return
Subsidy available for low-

income clients

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

COMMUNITY

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Nervous trustees with School 
District 10 Arrow Lakes have put plans 
on hold to build a child care facility at 
a Nakusp elementary school – at least 
for a month or so.

Trustees voted on Monday, August 
10 to defer a decision to approve 
construction of a 96-space child care 
centre at Nakusp Elementary School 

School District 10 delays decision on providing child care
until they hear about funding from 
the Ministry of Children and Family 
Development.

“Over the past few weeks I’ve 
been feeling more hesitant about 
going ahead,” said Trustee Danyea 
Simon, who said she was concerned 
the economic crisis created by the 
coronavirus pandemic made the 
initiative too risky. “Not seeing the end 
of all this uncertainty has made me feel 
uncertain.”

“Who knows if the need will really 
be here?” added Christine Dixon, 
questioning a survey that board staff 
did earlier this year. “I think people 
will be surprised it’s not going be $10 
daycare… I think the assumption is 
because it’s in a school in a provincially 
run program they’re going to get cheap 
daycare… and we really don’t have a 
cost of what the deficit would look like 

if we are at 40% or 30% [capacity]… 
“As for the 15-year commitment, 

I’ll be dead. And I would hate to put 
my name on something that 15 years 
from now is going to be a failure and 
have my signature on it. That’s really, 
really a long time.”

But other trustees were more bullish 
on the prospects for success.

“I am an optimist, I see the 
positives” said Rhonda Farrell, who 
said the company she works for has seen 
a big influx of young families moving 
to the area. “I’m a gambler, grow or die. 
And I see this as growth and I see it as a 
good thing. If it fails, well, then ‘nothing 
ventured, nothing gained.’”

The board was expecting to hear 
before the meeting if their Nakusp 
child care centre proposal, which has 
been in the works since last winter, 
was to receive provincial funding. The 

project involves tearing down two aging 
portables and building an addition onto 
Nakusp Elementary, and is expected 
to cost somewhere around $2 million. 
Most of that money would come from a 
provincial program to expand available 
day care spaces.

But provincial officials called 
earlier in the day to say they needed 
more time to go through the applications 
due to the pandemic, and they wouldn’t 
hear back from Victoria until September, 
SD 10 Superintendent Terry Taylor told 
the board.

“Essentially the situation is they are 
short on staff to deal with the volume 
of applications that have come in, and 
getting their committee together from 
various ministries and divisions is taking 
them longer,” she said. “…There are 
quite a number of applications so there 
is stiff competition for limited numbers 

of dollars, and they’ll be able to do that 
before the end of September.”

During the hour-long meeting, 
Simon and Dixon raised numerous 
points about the project – questioning 
projections about the number of users 
and need, financial projections, the loss 
of portables, the impact of a change of 
government, long-term funding in the 
light of the pandemic’s effect on the 
economy, the loss of field space for 
play by the new construction, and even 
whether the project was in the students’ 
interests.

The board finally voted to put off 
a final decision to go ahead until they 
hear from the Province. They also voted 
to defer a decision to discuss whether 
the board should become a licenced 
child care provider, or contract out 
the service, until the project gets the 
financial go-ahead.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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Considering 
Community Service? 
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Sara for
Details: 250-354-2833

by Jan McMurray
Mick Grabowsky has filed a counter 

claim to Cooper Creek Cedar’s lawsuit 
against him and fellow logging protesters 
Jessica Ogden, Brock Snyder and Tom 
Prior.

The four area citizens were recently 
served with court documents, notifying 
them that Cooper Creek Cedar (CCC) 
is suing them for losses the company 
claims it suffered as a result of blockades 
at its logging operations in Balfour and 
Argenta last summer. The company is 
also seeking a permanent injunction and 
enforcement order, which would provide 

Logging protester files counter claim against Cooper Creek Cedar
the legal means to have protesters 
removed from blocking the access road 
to the Balfour and Argenta cutblocks.

Grabowsky is seeking court orders 
declaring that CCC is infringing upon the 
protesters’ rights under the Constitution 
Act and Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 
as well as court orders declaring that 
CCC has put at risk the right to enjoy 
public resources such as navigable waters 
and the air. He is also asking the court to 
order CCC to conduct assessments of 
its greenhouse gas emissions, and an 
assessment that considers the impact of 
logging on watersheds.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Building better

The RDCK is entering into a new 
contribution agreement with Fortis 
BC to help building contractors 
make new home construction more 
energy efficient. The Built Better 
funding will provide Step Code and 
high-performance building training 
for builders and building officials 
within the RDCK. The training 
will take place this fall, and Fortis 
is providing $28,000 for the work. 
No RDCK money is going into the 
project. If it proves a success, the 
energy company plans to roll out the 
program to other municipalities in its 
service area.

Builders need the training 
in order to be able to meet new 
provincial energy requirements for 
new home construction. Step Code 
One comes into effect on December 
31 of this year; new homes have to 
meet Step Code Three requirements 
by December 2022.
REEP-ing the benefits of 
energy saving

A program to help homeowners 
have more energy-efficient homes 
is proving popular with its target 
audience.

A report from the RDCK’s 
sustainability planner says the two-
year pilot project started in April 
2019 with the goal of making 774 
homes more efficient. By March the 
project had reached half its goal.

COVID-19 forced the program 
to go online, where the success has 
continued. Since July 13, ‘SaveNow’ 
has provided RDCK residents, both 
renters and homeowners, online 
access to REEP and free energy-
saving products.

After only three weeks of being 
online, the program had registered 
458 homes and businesses from 
across the regional district with an 
average value on each order at $90 
of free products. It’s maxed out 
on funding, and discussions are in 
progress with funders as to whether 
or not additional funding can be 
acquired to continue the campaign.

Staff are now talking about 
REEP 2.0. 
Noise bylaw to include 
Area H

Residents of Area H (Slocan 
Valley) and Area I (Shoreacres-Pass 
Creek) will soon have something 
they can do about noisy neighbours. 
The RDCK’s noise bylaw is going to 
be amended to include those areas in 
its jurisdiction. That means someone 
will come out and investigate, and 
possibly set down sanctions, against 
people not respecting the Queen’s 
Peace. Area I’s director said the 
change is necessary.

“There’s a lot of frayed nerves out 
there, I’m seeing a lot of neighbour-
to-neighbour conflicts, we have not 
seen this amount before,” said Andy 
Davidoff. “All summer it has been 
exceedingly busy time.”
Columbia River Treaty 
Heritage Project

The board voted to provide a 
letter of support for the Columbia 

RDCK board, August 20: Moving forward with energy efficiency
River Treaty Heritage Project, a 
touring route through the Columbia 
Basin that will acknowledge the 
losses suffered from the treaty and 
celebrate the Basin’s assets.
Galena Trail 
accessibility

Staff will assess the overall 
accessibility of the Galena Trail 
between New Denver and Rosebery 
Parklands and report back with 
options to improve accessibility 
in accordance with accessible trail 
design best practices. 
Rec centres reopening

The RDCK is slowly and 
carefully reopening facilities. The 
district’s three big arenas (Nelson, 
Castlegar, Creston) will reopen in 
September. User groups will have to 
come up with acceptable COVID-19 
containment plans before they can 
use the facilities. As for the pools, 
there’s no hard date set yet, but the 
general manager of community 
services says they’re shooting for an 
October reopening.
Food fight

RDCK Board Chair and food 
security advocate Aimee Watson 
has written the BC Farmer’s Market 
Association to complain about a 
policy that only allows vendors who 
grow or make what they are selling 
to attend farmer’s markets. 

“This is an urban-based policy 
that creates barriers to access 
fresh, BC-based food products not 
available to our rural and remote 
communities,” she says, noting that 
several vendors were recently barred 
from the Kaslo Saturday market for 
that reason.

“I am receiving many concerns 
from families who rely on them and 
the associated market coupons to 
keep their families healthy and full 
of nutrients all year long,” she added, 
noting the decision “is directly 
contributing to food insecurity for 
our rural and remote communities 
through this policy and I respectfully 
request an immediate reversal of the 
decision.”
Emergency slowdown 
due to COVID

Calls to emergency responders 
has dropped significantly between 
2019 and 2020, the RDCK’s fire 
chief says.

Nora Hannon told the board 
it’s largely due to an order from the 
provincial health officer to reduce the 
types of First Responder events fire 
departments could attend to “very 

high acuity calls.”
That saw the overall number 

of calls drop from 734 at this time 
last year, to 589 in 2020. The 
biggest drop is in the number of 
first-responder calls the RDCK 
department responded to.

The intent of the order is to 
help preserve personal protective 
equipment, and reduce responder 
exposure to COVID-19. The 
reduction in travel during the 
early months of the pandemic also 
impacted the number of motor 
vehicle incidents, Hannon said, 
though this has seen a marked 
increase with the reopening of the 
province, and return of tourism. 
Housing report

Directors got a first look at a 
housing study underway by the 
RDCK.

Funded by the Union of BC 
Municipalities, the $150,000 study 
is looking at the existing housing 
supply in the RDCK, the kinds of 
housing, its condition, the ratio of 
renters vs homeowner, the amount 
and quality of subsidized and 
supported housing, affordability 
issues (comparing income to housing 
costs across the area) and housing 
gaps and needs. 

The study meets a provincial 
mandate that local governments have 
housing needs studies and update 
them every five years. 

The final version of the study will 
be delivered at the end of September; 
the project also plans an online open 
house to discuss its findings next 
month. 

The board received the 750-
page report as information, and will 
discuss it at its next meeting.
Trustworthy nominees

The RDCK is going to have a 
new representative on the Columbia 
Basin Trust board, as retired 
director Larry Binks’ term ends on 
December 31. Directors nominated 
four candidates – Board Chair and 
Area D Director Aimee Watson, City 
of Nelson Councillor and RDCK 
Alternate Director Janice Morrison, 
Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat, and Area 
A Director Tanya Wall. The names 
will go to the CBT board for a final 
vote. The winning representative’s 
term will end December 31, 2023.
Soil and gravel bylaw

The RDCK’s Rural Affairs 
Committee voted to not repeal the 
bylaw governing soil removal and 
deposit, just yet.

Staff had recommended repealing 

the bylaw, calling it “ineffective” in 
dealing with complaints the RDCK 
receives about gravel pits, rock 
quarries and soil removal from 
properties. They said they could deal 
with such complaints through other 
existing regulations, like Temporary 
Use Permits, health and safety 
regulations, water drainage rules, and 
other administrative tools.

The trouble for the RDCK is that 
soil mining comes under provincial 
law, and they have no power to 
regulate the details of a mine’s 
operations. 

After many months discussing 
the subject, holding a workshop 
for directors to better understand 
the issues, and experience with 
using other measures to deal with 
complaints caused by mining, 
staff suggested the whole bylaw 
be  scrapped .  They  d id  say 

administrators could review the 
existing bylaw again (and study 
how other municipalities have dealt 
with the issue), but estimated doing 
that could cost anywhere from $30-
50,000 in staff time and contractors.

But that didn’t hold well with 
Area J Director Andy Davidoff, who 
called on the staff to go back, sharpen 
their pencils, and let directors know 
what a more accurate cost and scope 
of the work would be. They’ll do 
that, and come back in November 
with new recommendations on how 
to improve the 23-year-old bylaw.
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