1

May 7, 2020 The Valley Voice

Volume 29, Number 9 May 7, 2020 Delivered to every home between Edgewood, Kaslo & South Slocan. Published bi-weekly.
Your independently owned regional community newspaper serving the Arrow Lakes, Slocan & North Kootenay Lake Valleys.

Pandemic highlights need for local food security, say advocates

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
First things first: it’s not likely
you’re going to go hungry this fall
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
However, like toilet paper supplies
earlier this year, things could get strange
at the grocery store.
“Oh yes, I think we are joking
ourselves if we think we are going to
sail on through and not see a bump
in the road,” says Rachael Roussin,
program coordinator of the Kootenay
& Boundary Farm Advisors. “I heard
someone say on a recent conference call,
‘we’re not going to have a caloric deficit,
but we could potentially have a change
in our choices.’”
“I would say it is a pretty likely
outcome that what is available on the
store shelves will be different and there
will be impacts,” agrees Aimee Watson,
chair of the Regional District of Central
Kootenay, and longtime food security
activist. “What exactly those will be is
the million-dollar question.”
Indeed, there’s already signs of
looming problems. From mountains of
potatoes left to rot, truckloads of milk
poured down the drain to millions of

chickens slaughtered and simply buried,
– cogs in our vastly complicated food
supply chain have been skipping, stalling
or stopping altogether.
Even local shoppers have seen
temporary, local shortages of eggs, rice,
cheese and other staples as distribution
systems try to adapt.
That’s if you can afford food. The
pandemic’s economic impact has created
more food uncertainty. The Nakusp food
bank has seen a 15% increase in use;
the Castlegar food bank has also seen
more clients, and both report the kinds
of people coming for help has changed.
There are more newly unemployed or
furloughed workers seeking help.
“I’ve said for a long time, the
problem with our very long supply
chains is that they are vulnerable, and if
we don’t rebuild our place-based food
systems, all of us, no matter our financial
wherewithal, will be food-insecure,”
says Abra Brynne, the executive director
of the Central Kootenay Food Policy
Council.
The pandemic has provided both
opportunity and increased risk for local
food producers.
“Farmers are seeing a huge demand

for their product now. But they feel they
are making a really big investment that’s
somewhat risky, because the public is
kind of fickle when it comes to these
kind of events,” says Brynne. “If we
go back to something near normal in
July, and in the fall they are pulling out
thousands and thousands of carrots,
onions and potatoes and whatever else

they planted, are the eaters still going
to be there to support them? Or are
they going to have a huge glut of food
to figure out how to store, how to find
markets for adequate price for their
investment?”
“We hope farmers will make it
through this,” adds Roussin. “They
are also very concerned that maybe

consumers won’t have enough money
to buy crops. Maybe people will want
different choices. These are all questions
farmers are asking themselves, what
market will demand, what consumers
want, and how to adapt to new regulatory
demands.”
Illustrating how complex the issue
continued on page 2

The garden at Lucerne School in New Denver is one of the West Kootenay’s shining examples of a food security project. The school, in partnership
with the Healthy Community Society of the North Slocan Valley, brings gardening into the classroom – and the classroom into the garden!
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Pandemic highlights need for local food security, say advocates
continued from page 1
is, even pro-active efforts like
having people grow Victory
gardens can be detrimental to
local farmers. Watson remembers
the unintended impact of such a
program her group launched in
Kaslo years ago.
“When we did a lawn-togarden program with the Kaslo
Food Tree Project, we were
encouraging everybody to grow
food. We learned, in fairly small
markets like we have in North
Kootenay Lake, it was evident
in two to three months that we
actually affected the farmers’
sales.”
But in some ways, the
Kootenays are slightly ahead
of the curve when it comes to
rebuilding our local farming
infrastructure.
Over the years the Regional
District of Central Kootenay
has supported community

Swamp
Tails
Cheerful notes from the Valhalla
Foundation for Ecology

These notes from the field are
submitted by Lorna Visser and
registered professional biologist
Wayne McCrory, both directors
of the Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology. The VFE presents this
paid column to educate readers
about wetlands and to support our
Valley Voice newspaper.
Greetings, marsh fans.
With the retreat of the last
of the snow from shaded areas
down at Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary
spring is on, full steam ahead. The
deciduous trees are bursting with
tiny, tender green leaves, shoots
are surging from bushes and
shrubs, and the Pacific Chorus
Frogs are exulting with their
beautiful chirps and songs.
Those wonderful gems of the
bird world, hummingbirds, are
back from their winter sojourns.
The most common here are the

farm initiatives and programs.
Grassroots organizations like the
Kaslo Food Security Project, the
Kootenay Co-op, the Kootenay
Local Agriculture Society,
Kootenay Organic Growers,
the Creston Valley Agriculture
Society – just to name a few –
have stepped up.
Groups like that have raised
awareness about food security
and nutrition. They’ve helped
establish emergency programs
to help feed people, and started
education programs to promote
home gardening. Programs
connecting market gardeners with
consumers have helped provide
reliable income for farmers. And
those groups have helped found
and build the farmers’ markets
dotted around the West Kootenay.
Those are all positive signs,
but it’s not been enough to address
the core issue, says Brynne.
“If you look at the stats, net
Rufous hummingbirds. Imagine
something that weighs between
2 to 6 grams flying all the way
back here from Central America
or Mexico!
These avian helicopters are
zooming around with insane
energy and competitiveness to
stake out their territory near the
best food sources and nesting
spots. They thank you for being
respectful of bird habitat during
this “Nest In Peace” time. They
ask that you please enjoy nature
quietly and keep dogs leashed
and out of nesting areas. “Nest
In Peace” season goes until midJuly, according to Kootenay-area
bird expert Gary Davidson.
A lot has happened since our
most recent Swamp Tails column,
notably the arrival at Snk’mip of
a giant tangled row of stumps
that were dug out of the Silverton
campground after the removal of
many large trees.
Most people would think
stumps are a rather odd gift
but we are very grateful to
have them. They will be used

K.L. Kivi and her granddaughter Tencza tend to newly transplanted Spring Beauty
and Camas plants in a test plot at Snk’mip. They are important First Nation foods.

farm income continues to be
abysmally low. And it is skewed
by people in food management
who can secure a reasonable
living in the food marketplace.
But even with this, the income
is heartbreakingly, unbelievably
low, and it is very sad and harsh.”
The local experts all agree:
if you really want food security,
you simply have to support local
farmers.
“We have to do everything
we can to buy local, support local,
so these guys can make it through
this season,” says Roussin. “And
they will, if we keep buying their
food. And more than ever it’s
obvious we need a regional food
system.”
“The most critical thing you
can be doing is signing up for a
veggie box or directly connecting
with a farmer who is providing
food in the season – either in the
farmers market, or go to local
for slope stabilization and the
texturization of reclaimed, formerly
hard-packed areas during this
summer’s wetland reclamation
work at Snk’mip. Our wetland
expert Robin Annschild says:
“when it comes to restoring
forested-wetland habitat, you
can never have too much coarse
woody debris.”
The Village of Silverton
needed a place to dispose of
the stumps and we needed
coarse woody debris, so it’s a
win-win. A shout-out to Stuart
Nelson of Silverton Transport for
thinking of us when his firm was
engaged to dig out and haul away
these stumps. As a bonus, there
will be less carbon put into the
atmosphere as these stumps will
not be burned.
Another initiative was
undertaken by K.L. Kivi and
Marilyn James to transplant some
traditional native plants, important
Sinixt foods, to a small plot at the
sanctuary. It’s a test project to see
if they can be re-established here
in an area that has always been
Sinixt territory.
Dug up from the Sinixt
property in Vallican and carefully
transported to Snk’mip were:
skʷnkʷinm – (skwin-qeenum,
very approximate pronunciation),
aka spring beauty or wild potato,
aka Claytonia lanceolata; and
cx̌ ʷlúsaʔ – (chukaloosa), aka blue
or common camas, aka Camassia
quamash.
K.L. and her granddaughter
Tencza were the replanting crew
at Snk’mip, they carefully cleared
an area and patted the plants
into place, followed by a careful
watering and a blessing with a
tiny sprinkling of tobacco. We’ll
follow up with the occasional
light watering but beyond that the

stores that are selling local food
and buy local as much as you
can,” adds Watson.
“If we can now, with the
opportunity the COVID crisis
has put before us, parlay that
into really having people make

the change necessary – to seek
out the local farm food, to seek
out the independent grocers and
others who are bringing the best
value back to food producers,
giving them commitment, having
a long-term relationship to ensure

that business can continue to
operate – that would be a great
outcome of this,” says Brynne.
“We need to make this a
viable sector for any sustainable
future, pandemic or no
pandemic.”

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative Reporter
People working to improve
the region’s food security
are getting support from the
Columbia Basin Trust.
The Trust is introducing
two new programs for food
producers: one that provides
loans for operational and
equipment needs, and one that
provides wage subsidies to hire
workers.
Farmers growing grains,
vegetables, fruit, forage or
raising livestock can now access

Basin Food Producer Loans.
This program provides loans for
working capital and equipment.
Primary food producers who
are increasing production due to
the pandemic can get financial
aid to hire workers throughout the
growing and harvesting season
through the Basin Food Producer
Wage Subsidy.
“In response to the increase in
demand caused by the pandemic,
Basin farmers are gearing up
to expand production,” said
Johnny Strilaeff, Columbia Basin
Trust President and CEO. “In

speaking with these producers
we heard there are gaps in current
COVID-related supports, and
because agricultural production
is a priority for the Trust, we’re
stepping in to offer these new
programs. This will help bolster
the region’s food supply, create
employment and alleviate longerterm economic impacts in the
Basin.”
There’s no word on how
much money is available. Both
programs came on line May 1.
For more information, visit the
CBT website, www.ourtrust.org.

plants are on their own. We hope
they will thrive in this location.
We’ve been checking the
ponds and pools at Snk’mip for
toads and salamanders but it’s
still a bit too cool for them to be
out and about. There are a couple
of great rock piles that are likely
snake hibernacula but as snakes
are very shy it’s unlikely we’ll see
them easily.
Wayne notes that snake
hibernation is actually called
brumation. Instead of living off fat
reserves like a hibernating bear,
snakes reduce their energy use
through the winter by allowing
their body temperature to drop. It
is common for hundreds or even
thousands of garter snakes to
congregate in dens together for
the winter. When they awake in the
spring, they mate and disperse for
the summer.
Speaking of bears, a lovely
mother black bear with two tiny
cubs was spotted on the verge
of the highway above the marsh,
so please be very careful when

driving and let’s all bring our
speed down a bit so we can take
evasive action if necessary. A
second mother and cubs were
reported just north of Hills. The
mother bears may be somewhat
“car smart” but the cubs won’t be,
so please slow down.
Another sighting we made
during one of our walks along
the rail-trail just south of the
marsh was a beaver resting in
the sun on the lakeshore and
then lazily swimming in the lake.
This was a bit odd since beavers
are nocturnal and are not usually
found in large bodies of open
water. This beaver may be looking
to find new territory but it will have
a heck of a job trying to dam the
whole lake!
Let’s remember that it’s
beaver that created Snk’mip
Marsh with their dams that keep
the water in the wetland. We
noted a new dam in the marsh
area near the lake; we thank these
giant-rodent engineers for working
so industriously to keep Snk’mip

a wetland.
One final note, we had a
phone call from someone who is
enjoying this column, asking for
permission to visit Snk’mip… you
don’t need permission! Anyone
who wishes to visit for the quiet
and respectful enjoyment of
nature is welcome to do so.
We ask that during this Nest
In Peace time you keep dogs out
of the sanctuary itself (there are
signs posted along the boundary)
and that you stay away from bird
nesting areas. There is a picnic
table at the marsh overlook area,
please come and have a rest
and feed your soul. For physical
distancing due to COVID there’s
plenty of space and fresh air, you
can easily keep the required 6-foot
distance should you encounter
anyone else.
To get to Snk’mip Marsh
Sanctuary, park at the notice
board at the top of Bonanza Road
in Hills, then walk down the dirt
road to the rail-trail where you will
see the Snk’mip Sanctuary signs.

Trust supports food security initiatives

The stumps from the Silverton campground will be used as part of this summer’s wetland restoration work at Snk’mip marsh.
Lorna Visser gives a thumbs up to a huge row of stumps.
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Celgar seeks help to survive pandemic
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
The Mercer Celgar pulp mill
in Castlegar is in danger of closing
down in a matter of months, a
company officials says, if they
don’t get support they need from
the provincial government and local
municipalities.
Dwindling supplies of wood
chips used by the pulp plant to make
its product, rising costs and the
COVID-19 pandemic have all put
the company under huge financial
strain.
“Measures to mitigate this must
be taken now to reduce the risk of
a shutdown,” Celgar Managing
Director Bill MacPherson told
community leaders after a conference
call in late April.
The company has held a series
of meetings to keep community,
employee and political leaders up to
date on Celgar’s situation. In a letter,
MacPherson wrote that Celgar faced
a “critical situation” and needed
help from the government to “help
keep Celgar operating during these
exceptionally challenging times.”
The company, which employs
about 450 people in Castlegar and
supports numerous contactors in the
West Kootenay, has been squeezed
by a changing industry and the
economic damage caused by the
pandemic, MacPherson told the
Valley Voice.
“It’s not that we don’t have
wood, it’s having affordable wood,”
he says. “And when we lose residual
chips from sawmills, it makes our
wood even more expensive. The
other problem is with low pulp
pricing – it’s been there for the last
three quarters – you really get to the
point where we’re not profitable.”
Celgar used to get almost all
the wood it uses to make pulp from
the waste of sawmills across the
region. But as sawmills have closed
or reduced production, that supply
has dwindled from 95% to about
60%. The company’s been forced to
buy more and more raw logs to chip
themselves.
It now has about a two-to-threemonth supply of wood fibre left on
hand.
“We’re not going to run out of
wood, but we can’t afford to pay
higher and higher rates for wood
that we blend into the mill,” he says.
Caught between dismal
pulp prices and rising expenses,
MacPherson says Celgar has been
struggling recently.
“We lost tens of millions of
dollars last year – we were not
profitable. The last half of 2019
destroyed all profitability with prices
dropping,” he admits. “We continue
to operate at a break-even rate. We
watch our costs and try to minimize
anything we’re doing.”
MacPherson says the pulp
market’s been reasonably steady
lately, but it’s only one factor in the
company’s balance sheet.
“We’re fortunate enough – we
continue to have markets, we’re one
of those essential businesses. Our
pulp goes into tissues and towels

and other sanitation products that
are in high demand,” he says. “So
we have strong sales, and demand,
but we need that wood input that is
affordable, because prices haven’t
gone up much in pulp globally.”

Three ideas

Celgar is proposing a series of
regulatory and financial breaks to
keep the company operating.
One proposal would be to
temporarily designate all logs
delivered to a pulp facility as ‘pulp
wood’ with a fixed stumpage rate of
$0.25 per cubic metre, a fraction of
the usual cost. This would lower the
price of the logs for the pulp mill.
“It’s not like suddenly we will
make a whole bunch more money;
we just lose a little bit less,” he says.
In late April, the Province
announced a three-month deferral
on stumpage rates. But MacPherson
says that won’t do much to help his
industry.
“If sawmills have markets to sell
their lumber, it’s the best solution
for everybody because having them
run – and those jobs – that’s what
we want to see. They’re our supplier
of chips,” he says. “But you can
look around with the US economy
in shambles and the US housing
industry where it’s at, and already
the rolling impacts on our sawmills,
it’s hard to see it helping.
“So deferring stumpage may
give an incremental bump to them,
but the leaders in Mercer and me,
we don’t think it’s going to make
any impact to the pulp mill industry
at all.”
A second proposal would see
the company (and others in the
industry) allowed to run trucks
that are 10% heavier than currently
allowed, cutting transportation costs
to a degree.
Finally, Mercer Celgar is hoping
to extend its current agreement
with BC Hydro to supply the grid
with electricity as a byproduct of its
pulp-making process. The 10-yearold agreement brings in millions of
dollars annually in revenue for the
company.

Province studying idea

More than 18 community
leaders attended the conference
call, including MLA Katrine Conroy,
union leadership, Celgar employees
and the plant’s parent company,
Mercer International.
Conroy says the Province is
taking the matter seriously, and has
heard from sawmill companies that
the deferral on stumpage rates will
help that industry. She says that in
turn will help Celgar.
But she says it’s a complex
situation.
“The problem is there are so
many requests that have to be looked
at, and with the forest industry the
premier’s staff is involved, because
it is critical to our province,” the
MLA for Kootenay West, including
Castlegar, says. “We can do what
we can to help Celgar, but also
respecting the needs of the other
businesses in our region who need
saw logs.
“That’s the hard one. Do you

keep one operation going with all
the logs, or do you share the logs
to make sure they are appropriately
used? If we have good saw logs, they
need to go to the mills where they
can be used in the best way. That has
taken some time to work on – there’s
a forestry committee, and they’re
working hard on how can we work
together to use the fibre and support
each other.”
Conroy says the other ministries
are considering the weight
restrictions and BC Hydro contract
as well, but no decisions have been
made yet.

Struggle to survive

Meanwhile, MacPherson says
the quest to keep operating is
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• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
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demanding daily adjustments and
strategizing on how to survive.
“You never say die, you keep
working, you keep logging, talking,
making your case, hoping the
economy will come back to life,”
he says. “Hopefully we don’t have a
second or third round of COVID that
causes a retraction in the economy.
“We have a responsibility to
make good decisions as managers
and leaders because 1,200 to 1,500
people put food on the table every
day because of what we do and how
we run our business.
“We have a responsibility to our

community, our fellow citizens and
employees first of all, but it’s wider
than that. We make a big impact.”

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
30 years experience

Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397
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OPINION

You will be missed
Sally, Sally, I love you so
Sally Lamare, it’s hard to let you go!
Sally of brilliant woodcraft
And Queen of Friendly for our town
With these words I will not let you down
And with my actions will I honour still
Your smiles
Your lack of guile
And just plain darn good spirit!!!
Daphne Fields
Slocan

Hurray for
Valley Voice

I am impressed with the Valley Voice,
always, but OMG - the April 23 issue!
Tremendous!
Congratulations to John Bolvin for 1.
joining the VV and 2. his excellent articles
covering community news. And to Jan
and Dan for achieving the funding for
his position. And congratulations to Art
Joyce, for his informative, in-depth article
about our latest worry – COVID-19. And,
as always, thanks to the Valley Voice for
printing our opinions.
More than ever, we need an
independent voice which gives us a balance
of local news and news from further away.
I’m happy to be able to support the Valley
Voice and hope many of you readers
will choose a subscription ($5-$50) or a
donation (any amount) to keep the Voice
in our valleys!
Kate O’Keefe
Kaslo and Johnson’s Landing

by the Lemon Creek spill. I personally
find this unacceptable, if not reprehensible,
and I question whether they are sincerely
concerned about the welfare of the residents
of the Slocan Valley. I appreciate your
print media platform to announce to our
community that we are being ignored.
John Wittmayer
Winlaw

Good journalism is
still around

All our friends from Vancouver Island
to the Kootenays would like to offer our
thanks for such a great article written
about COVID-19 (April 23 Valley Voice)
by Art Joyce.
This article makes perfect sense and
like our friends, we had come to similar
conclusions.
The economy will be badly affected
and we have enormous job losses right now.
Canada’s financial future is already bleak,
and we will experience again a recession.
We have friends around the world
telling us things are getting really bad with
the coronavirus shutdowns. We are going
through some kind of world reset right now.
We are respectful for our health care
teams. Nobody wants to bring a cold, flu
or any disease to anyone – for that, we
stay home.
We thank you, Art and the Valley
Voice for having the courage to publish
findings by professionals who have been
suppressed so far.
Karin Leja
Winlaw

Lemon Creek fuel spill Essential services
5G is not one. 5G is not one of the
class action lawsuit
number of essential services at this time, or
Neither our local MLA Katrine
Conroy nor local MP Dick Cannings have
responded to my previous requests for
their opinion on the Lemon Creek spill and
ongoing litigation process that would bring
financial compensation, after seven years of
effort, to our community. Given the current
uncertain economic climate, Slocan Valley
residents need this compensation more
than ever. But the BC NDP government
and the federal NDP have completely
abnegated any fiscal responsibility for our
community, which was severely impacted
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at any time. It is time to do one’s homework
on this subject. If you’re a young millennial
who up till now has been super happy with
2G, 4G and the whole cell phone industry
as it has morphed into smart phones, but
something in you now goes... hmmm,
maybe it’s not okay… then hooray for you!
Because it is very different, and getting up to
speed about it is an important responsibility.
No, 5G did not cause the coronavirus
but it does weaken all life to become prey
to such diseases. Lots of us older ones know
this because it’s a perspective – you can just

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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get by living without or during something.
The now government-mandated fibre-optic
system will be very fast and very safe and
it’s up to us to keep it that way with no
added-on 5G, which comes with too high
a price. 5G would result in huge privacy
problems, including national security hackability. And, hey, Huawei, you are corrupt
and proven so. Even Trump has stated that
5G can’t come to the White House. (Not
that he’s unhappy about it proliferating
everywhere else.) In Canada, unlike the
States, we only have it in a very few places.
Keep them there and let’s do the homework
so it doesn’t become ubiquitous, and keep
in touch with the current call out (due May
15) for feedback to the FCC. Also Citizens
for Safe Technology, which I was part of
for a while so I know some key players
(one had a sensitive daughter who studied
opera at a university which had too much
WiFi – there goes that career). We will get
cramped and way more manipulated than
what’s happening now.
A beautiful movie that mostly deals
with the radiation from big cell towers (5G
has masses of what’s called ‘small cells’)
is Resonance. Connect the dots as best you
can because now is the time to assess and
decide. In the meantime, make sure you
can unplug any wireless components you
have so you can sleep a little better at night.
Daphne Fields
Slocan

Trudeau’s gun
control botch-up

I am a farmer, a hunter, and a gun
owner. I see my guns as tools, not weapons.
There are many other gun owners who
see their guns as weapons, and I am in
favour of getting rid of those weapons.
I am absolutely against ‘grandfathering’
their ownership. Semi-automatic guns and
handguns should not be in the hands of
the public. We can’t allow some people
to own these weapons, and expect others
to trust that none of them will be put to
their intended use. We are talking about
many thousands of weapons, and an evergrowing legal supply. One would have
to be a complete fool to trust that none
of those weapons would ever be used for
evil purpose.
That said, Trudeau is completely
fumbling the ball. Rather than getting rid
of all those weapons in one swoop, he is
getting rid of some of the worst looking
ones, and doffing off the decision on
handguns to cities only, leaving the people
in the rest of the country free to get shot by
a handgun whenever they please.
Worst of all, Trudeau keeps musing
about “there being more to do” leaving
the people who see guns as tools feeling
threatened with losing all their guns, and
turning all gun owners against him. If he
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would just get rid of all semi-automatics
and handguns, many gun owners would
support him. Continuing with his “more
to do” threat is detrimental to the cause.
I also think that two years is too long.
Six months, and a 10-year mandatory
sentence for anyone caught with such a
gun in Canada after that date, would be
more appropriate.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

We have so much

You know, some of us take this
sneaky disease in stride. I’m one of them.
We’re the seniors, the elders. We know
life is not a picnic on the beach. Learned
it the hard way, in ye olde school of hard
knocks. Life’s a bitch and then you die.
We all do.
Let’s put this in perspective. Our
parents had vivid memories of the First
World War, of the 1929 depression, and
of the Second World War. Come to think
of it, many of us oldies remember that
war. We were right there, in England,
Holland, France, Germany, Switzerland,
Austria, Hungary, in Italy, Greece,
Denmark, Norway.
One hundred people a day dying?
How many people do you think died
when a city was bombed? In the bombing
of Hamburg, 49,000 civilians were
killed; in Berlin, 35,000. From July 1944
to January 45, 13,500 civilians were
killed every month. The Spanish Flu in
1918 infected 500 million and killed 50
million. And in those days, the world
population was only two billion.
So you’re short of toilet paper. Ooza
wooza wooza! Remember the Sears
catalogue hung in the outhouse for that
purpose? Snow works really well, too.
Just make sure you don’t use devil’s
club. It’s painful.
Can’t find the foods you want?
Ach, das ist ja Schade, nu? Did you
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
know potato peels make great mashed
potatoes? That you can eat boiled onions
as a vegetable? That dandelion salad,
stinging nettle soup, and tulip bulbs
are delicious? When I was eight years
old, I had never seen oranges, bananas,
chocolate, or peanut butter, let alone soft
drinks. Treats were a piece of sugar beet
or the core of a raw cabbage. I survived.
So you have to stay inside. When I
was a kid, anyone who went outside after
dark could be shot on sight. Guys between
16 and 40 were dragged off buses and
street cars and shipped to Germany for
forced labour. If they resisted, a bullet
to the head. I watched from the picture
window in the livingroom.
We’re not in China. We’re not in
India. We’re not in New York. We’re in
the Kootenays. The West Kootenays, to
be exact. The garlic is up, the daffodils
are in bloom, the grass is green, the
sky is blue and the sun is warm, and
Dr. Bonnie Henry is working hard to
keep us healthy. So why not wash your
hands, keep your distance, and enjoy the
beautiful world we live in? Try a smile!
We have so much.
Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Western
pandemic failure

It’s painful to see Western civilization
respond so poorly and desperately to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Asian countries,
such as South Korea, Hong Kong and
Taiwan had days to respond to China’s
bungling and they did a good job and
continue to do a good job against this
hidden, lethal viral enemy.
Europe, Canada and USA have had
weeks to respond to COVID-19 and they
have failed miserably. Now we have a
paralyzed economy – the price of oil
recently went into the negatives – and
no one really knows how to proceed in
a decisive, clear, safe way. Leaders like
Trump and Trudeau should do the right
thing and resign but fat chance of that.
These egomaniac leaders are in hog heaven
getting drunk on power, soaking up the
cameras they both love so much. Justin
and Donnie have such great hair!
Canada has had over a decade to come
up with a pandemic plan for its 37 million
citizens. After we had SARS, MERS,
Swine Flu and Bird Flu, it’s a no brainer
to come up with a pandemic plan. There
was a pandemic plan made up in 2006 but
it was shelved with a shrug. This plan,
running 550 pages, shows that we knew of
a pandemic future. There is an old saying,
‘An ounce of prevention is worth a pound
of cure.’ Canada had the money and experts
to pull off a good pandemic plan, but we
failed. Now we need a pound of cure, as
we hunker down in our homes in fear and
confusion – surrounded by toilet paper,
canned beans, marijuana and booze, lit
up by the Netflix glow of entertainment.
Canada has no magic piggy bank
full of amazing loonies to pull us out
of this disaster. Instead, we will borrow
more from the future generations to sort
out this epic failure. Billions of dollars
will be rushed out to help stem the flow
of economic blood gushing from our
Canadian economy. You can only borrow
so much, people, before your economy

starts to tank and look like Venezuela’s,
teetering on collapse.
We all wait for our fearless Western
leaders to turn on the economy taps again.
COVID-19 isn’t going to disappear in the
sun’s rays this summer; it will be with us
for a few years if other viruses provide a
clue. SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome) did die out in about 8 months
after good health strategies of isolation
and treatment. The COVID-19 virus has
many more infections and has spread
exponentially by cruise ships and jet
airplanes. It is a tougher and deadlier virus
than SARS. Don’t count on COVID-19 to
go quietly, especially with Donald Trump
running the USA with his insane thoughts
of getting the American economy and his
re-election campaign running full steam.
Donnie recently suggested that injecting
disinfectant might potentially combat
COVID-19 – when it would actually kill
people.
Do I trust Trudeau and his
COVIDIOT-19 cabinet? Not in the least.
I will wait a long time before trusting
any political rhetoric. The USA has the
highest COVID-19 infections and death
rate in the world. Mentally weak President
Donnie Trump and the patchwork of 50
governors, each with his/ her own ideas on
opening ‘their’ state up again for trade and
commerce will only lengthen the assault of
the virus on our lives in North America.
About 90% of our trade is with USA
and that 49th parallel is awfully long and
unguarded against the COVID-19 that will
be a constant threat in the years to come.
Had our western leaders implemented a
stable pandemic plan, we would not be in
this lethal situation. The USA cares more
about Wall Street than Main Street. I am
not sure what Ottawa cares about, with
their high debt and poor decision making
on the COVID-19 crisis.
My life is worth more than a handful
of loonies, now worth 70¢ US each. A 60¢
dollar could be in Canada’s cards, with the
world oil glut and Alberta gutted of their
oil expertise. In Alberta, a litre of gas costs
about 66¢, while a lot of BC is paying 90¢ a
litre or more. This is simple price gouging.
Ours is a Petrol Dollar after all. Don’t
expect oil futures to come roaring back and
save the day! I expect more price gouging
at the BC gas pumps for months to come.
This is what failure looks like:
scarce jobs, dim future, no vaccine, weak
government and a weak dollar. I call it
Depression 2.0
Pan is the Greek god where we get the
words panic and pandemonium (hell). We
need world leaders that won’t panic in the
pandemonium of our pandemic!
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

COVID-19 mortality
rate higher than thought

I’m writing in reply to your article
of April 23, titled Medical experts say
COVID-19 mortality rate actually very
low. I want to start by agreeing with author
Art Joyce, whom I greatly respect, on his
first point – that it is difficult to distinguish
fact from fiction right now. Unfortunately,
I must also challenge the claim made by
the article’s title, that the mortality rate is
low, because it is mathematically incorrect.
There are many reasons why they are
wrong, and not necessarily the fault of

Art Joyce.
Let’s start with the reason COVID-19
death rates are so important. The number
one reason is that the public wants to
compare COVID-19 to the flu to get a
sense of the severity of the illness. If it’s
lower than the flu, why are we social
distancing? In this way, low COVID-19
death rates are being promoted as a reason
to stop social distancing and reopen the
economy.
Unfortunately, unscrupulous actors
are manipulating the numbers for political
purposes, and the “low rates” aren’t that
low at all. Among these is Dr. Ioannidis,
a disease expert and coauthor on a variety
of widely quoted and methodologically
flawed studies that seek to prove
COVID-19 harmless. Dr. Ioannidis was
quoted in Art’s article as saying that the
deaths in Iceland show a COVID-19
mortality rate of only .003% vs the rate
for influenza (aka “the flu”), which is .1%.
Thus, concludes Ioannidis, COVID-19 is
less dangerous than the flu. Wrong.
There are three different ways to
measure death rates. When making
comparisons, it is important to use the
same method of determining the death rate,
or you are comparing apples to oranges.
To compare Iceland’s COVID-19
death rate to influenza, we need to use
the Case Fatality Rates (deaths / number
of tested cases). The Case Fatality Rate
for COVID-19 in Iceland, as of April 30,
is .55%. Which is 5.5 times higher than
influenza’s Case Fatality Rate of .1%.
What Dr. Ioannidis did was use COVID19’s mortality rate, which is the number
of deaths divided by everyone in Iceland.
Pretty obviously, this number is going
to make COVID-19 look harmless by
comparison to the flu.
Despite COVID-19 being 5.5 times
more deadly than influenza in Iceland,
the country still has one of the lowest
COVID-19 death rates in the world.
Ioannidis cherry-picked it to prove a point,
instead of doing reputable science. He
also ignored the fact that Iceland has used
extensive lockdowns and quarantines to
contain the illness, paradoxically claiming
it as an example of why we shouldn’t use
those same measures.
Larger sample numbers mean more
accurate data, so let’s look at the largest
aggregate of data for another perspective.
The World Health Organization,
reporting from 213 countries as of April
30, shows 3,090,445 confirmed cases and
217,769 deaths. The Case Fatality Rate is
7% (217,769 / 3,090,445). That’s 70 times
more deadly than the flu.
Why so high in some places and so low
in others? Two recent studies, one out of
Harvard and another out of the University
of Sienna, Italy, have suggested that there
are higher mortality rates associated with
places that have more air pollution. These
studies are highly suggestive, and there is
still much science to be done on why some
places have drastically higher mortality
rates, but one thing is for sure: Iceland has
cleaner air than New York.
To confuse things more, there is
another measure of death rates being
bandied about in an attempt to confuse the
public– the Infection Mortality Rate, which
is: the number of deaths / the number of
people infected. Without testing the whole
population, we can guess at the Infection
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Mortality Rate using statistics. If we test a
large enough random sample, we can infer
what percentage of the whole population
have an illness. As you might guess, this
number will be way, way lower than the
Case Fatality Rate.
Then, what corrupt disease experts
and social media pundits are doing is
comparing this Infection Mortality Rate
for COVID-19 to the Case Fatality Rate
for influenza, which again is going to make
COVID-19 look relatively harmless. If
we were to test a representative sample of
the population for Influenza, the numbers
would be way higher, and COVID-19
would still come out as way more deadly
than influenza.
Another problem with the Infection
Mortality Rate is that you have to wait to
get the numbers of deaths, which isn’t being
done. The tests are more likely to catch
vast swaths of the population that have
yet to get sick, and perhaps even die. This
means that a high Case Fatality Rate and a
low Infection Mortality Rate could herald
a devastating second wave of COVID-19.
Why are people fudging numbers?
There are only a few likely reasons. First,
there are literally billions of dollars at
stake for a US Republican party that wants
both re-election and a reinvigoration of
the oil economy, and as a result there has
been over a billion dollars spent on fake
news information campaigns. Second, the
Republican party and its supporters have
huge vested interests in oil. Third, as of
the day of this writing, there are literally
dozens of tankers, filled with oil, sitting
off the coast of California, and more on
the way, and nearly all oil storage in the
US is full, due to a Saudi-Russia price war
that started before the pandemic caused
a demand collapse. Fourth, you’ve got
to imagine that studies showing a link
between air pollution would not be very
welcome when you’ve got that much oil to
sell, an economy to reopen, and an election
to win. And, finally, once the election is
won, who cares if there’s a second wave?
It’s all bodies under the bridge.
For links to source materials please
visit: https://bit.ly/2Wf8RBb
Dan Spring
Argenta

Kalesnikoff
logging proposal

This letter is in response to the article
on page 3 of the April 9 Valley Voice,
‘Kalesnikoff proposes harvesting near
private properties in Slocan Park.’
The article states that “…the access
road will be through a single private
property.” This is mistaken information.
Neighbours of this property have always
been assured by both owners of the property
that no such access will be granted. The
owners of the property have been spoken
to by phone, in the past 10 days, and both
have confirmed that they have not given
permission to build a road through their
property to access Crown land.
We asked Kalesnikoff to correct the
public record regarding this by notifying:
1) all those to whom they have distributed
this Cutting Permit proposal for review,
and 2) the Valley Voice (see April 9 article
about Cutting Permit A078), to make clear
that permission for access to Crown land
through private property for CP A078 has
not been obtained. And that without this

access, CP A078 cannot proceed; therefore,
it is premature to solicit public input.
In response they reiterate that they
will continue to pursue clarification from
the owner regarding permission for access.
Public input regarding the proposed
logging described in CP A078 has already
been sent to Kalesnikoff in 2018 when
they first approached the community about
gaining access through private land for
this logging plan. We discussed at great
length with neighbours north and south
of Wolverton Creek the pros and cons
of this logging plan and the particular
conditions of the proposed cutblocks, and
we concluded that we do not want logging
to occur on these slopes.
Our conclusion is based on these
concerns:
-This is highly complex terrain with
very steep slopes, deep erodible soils, and
lots of water dispersed across the hillsides;
the area is classified as “inoperable” by the
Forest Service. Logging activity here would
be very impactful.
-Kalesnikoff has already logged all
the accessible wood on the upper slopes
of this area, from the top, via road access;
the lower slopes are too steep to access/
log via these upper roads. The only way to
access the wood on these steep lower slopes
is from below through private property,
and the neighbourhood is not in favour of
granting this access.
-Road building on steep slopes
interrupts drainage patterns and
concentrates water in ditches and culverts
rather than allowing it to remain dispersed
across the hillsides. This could undermine
the stability of these wet steep slopes.
-Tree removal hastens snowmelt
(more exposure to sun), increases water
runoff (less taken up by trees), and thereby
increases the likelihood of water saturated
soils and mud/ landslides, slumps, and
debris torrents.
-There has already been a mudslide
originating in a half-hectare clearcut on
private property 400 metres south of
Wolverton Creek, depositing mud and
debris 10 centimetres deep for 50 metres
onto an adjacent private property.
-There have also been huge debris
torrents/ landslides about 1 km south of
Wolverton Creek. The first one toppled
a house and buried the road in many
metres of mud and debris. The next time it
happened, about 10 years ago, it blocked
Slocan River, which then flowed over the
road, cutting off the south end of Slocan
Park West Road.
-Logging the upper reaches of the
Wolverton Creek watershed over the
past 20 years has been detrimental to the
water quality and quantity of water license
holders, and has negatively impacted their
households’ domestic water supply.
-Building a new road in the forest
opens up the previously protected area to
ATV and dirt bike traffic, which subjects
the neighbourhood to noise, impacts flora
and fauna, and greatly increases the risk of
human-caused fire ignition.
-Logging truck traffic in our residential
neighbourhood with narrow non-industrial
roads would be dangerous for our families
with young children, seniors, and pets that
use the road many times daily, by car, bike,
and foot.
14 Wolverton Creek Neighours
Slocan Park

6

The Valley Voice May 7, 2020

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Nakusp council, April 27: Arena energy efficiency project ideas floated

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
• Council wants to be ready
should any federal or provincial
grants become available for
infrastructure or renovation projects
in the future. It’s asked staff to
come up with a list of ‘shelf-ready’
projects that could quickly be sent
in as applications for grant money.
Staff already have a long list of
projects either underway or planned,
including everything from water
system improvements to a bylaw
review to laying fibre-optic cable.
But they would really like to see
improvements to the Nakusp Arena’s
energy systems. It costs more than
$100,000 annually to keep the lights,
heat and ice on in the building,
and that’s quickly being viewed
as unsustainable in the long run.
Council asked staff to have a plan
ready to go to senior governments
if funding becomes available – and
to see if there’s anything the Village
can do now to cut the arena’s high
energy bills. One idea that’s being
re-floated is a biomass heating
system, using waste wood from
forestry operators to help heat water
for several buildings downtown, as
well as the arena. The idea might
work in the village, which has wide
roads and buildings that could use the
system in close proximity. A shelfready project might request money
for a more formal engineering and
feasibility study to be made on the
concept.
Councillors will also send staff
their priorities from the staff’s todo list.
• Staff at the Nakusp Hot
Springs and Chalets aren’t letting
a good pandemic shutdown go to

waste. They outlined a long list
of renovations and improvements
they’ve been making since they were
forced to close in March. When the
facility reopens, visitors will see
freshly painted doors, interior walls,
newly-stained fascia around the pool,
and a lot of small improvements.
Staff also gave council a shopping
list of small- and large-scale projects
they could move on while there are no
paying customers around. Included
among those are replacing some
of the dated furniture with locally
crafted work, and replacing worn
countertops in one unit. But there
are some big dreams as well – like
replacing windows on all the chalets,
converting some duplex chalets
into larger single units, improving
sound-proofing between units, and
even building some higher-end new
chalets with their own hot springsfed hot tubs. Work on all the smaller
projects will continue through May.
One thing that did catch council’s
eye was an idea to use waste water
from the hot springs pools to heat the
chalets – a project that might cost in
the range of $25-50,000. Using that
water would solve two problems for
the facility – how to cut energy costs,
and how to stop chlorinated water
from the pool being discharged into
a fish-bearing creek.
Council asked staff to look into
the idea further to get a better sense
of the scope and cost of the project.
They gave staff high marks for their
report and thanked them for their hard
work during the enforced down-time.
• The 100th anniversary of
Nakusp’s fire department is this year,
and council is trying to figure out how
to celebrate it. A natural time would
be the Canada Day long weekend,

Village of Nakusp

New Bylaw Enforcement System
Effective May 11, 2020, the Village of Nakusp will be implementing a new
Bylaw Enforcement System. The new system will allow the Village of Nakusp
to deal with bylaw disputes, such as animal control or water restriction violations tickets, at a local level rather than through the Provincial Court system.
Previously, anyone wishing to dispute a ticket had to appear in a B.C. Provincial Court, an expensive and time-consuming process for the disputant, the
Province, and the Village. Under the new system, a provincially appointed
adjudicator will hear all disputes. The system will work as follows:
·

If the ticket is paid within 14 days, a discount will apply. After a fixed
number of days, a surcharge is added.

·

Those electing to dispute their ticket may do so be first contacting the
municipality in which the ticket was issued (by phone, fax, email or in
person) within 14 days of issuance.

·

The disputant will be contacted by a Screening Officer who will review the
case and, if appropriate, cancel the ticket. If this officer does not cancel
the ticket, it will be forwarded to the adjudicator, or paid, whichever the
disputant chooses.

·

If proceeding to adjudication, the disputant will apply in writing for an adjudicator to hear the case. A date will be scheduled, and the adjudication
will be conducted at the Village of Nakusp Council Chambers. It should
be noted that the disputant would not be required to personally appear
at the adjudication. Representation may alternatively be made in writing,
or over the phone. If the ticket is upheld, the full ticket charge, surcharge
and a $25.00 adjudication fee (to offset the cost of the process) may be
applicable and payable.

For more information on the new Bylaw Enforcement System, contact:
		
		
The Village of Nakusp
		
Chief Administrative Officer
		250-265-3689

but with public gatherings forbidden
during the pandemic, that celebration
is likely to be cancelled. “I have an
idea,” Mayor Tom Zeleznik teased.
“But I have to sit down and discuss
it with the July 1 committee first.”
• Want to complain about a
pothole in town? Visit the Village of
Nakusp offices and let them know.
That’s the suggestion staff gave
councillors when one mentioned he
was getting a lot of comments about
the number of rim-bending holes in
the roads around town.
“We’ve completed the whole
town already once,” Public Works
Supervisor Bob Gresiuk told council.
“They appear so fast, especially
downtown.” Gresiuk said someone
with a complaint should drop by the
Village offices and fill out a form. His
crews – which use a cold-asphalt mix
to repair the holes – will get on it as
soon as possible. You may also be
able to let the Village know online if
you spot one; they’re planning to put
the reporting form up on the Village
website.
• People who didn’t get the
message there’s a burning ban in the
province are keeping the Village’s
fire chief busy. Terry Warren told
council he’s responded to about 26
fire complaints in the last few weeks.
“Every time I take a drive I end up at
someone’s smoke pile, and I get them
to put it out,” Warren told council.
He says he works to educate people
about the ban, rather than fining
them. The Province banned any fire

larger than a campfire a few weeks
ago, in order to reduce the danger of
wildfires, which may be difficult to
fight due to the work restrictions in
place caused by the pandemic.
Break a bylaw and you’re
more likely to face a fine now.
Village council passed its Bylaw
Notice Enforcement Bylaw, giving
the Village the power to process
complaints and fines at the local level,
rather than having to go to court to
prosecute scofflaws. The new bylaw
allows for local staff to adjudicate
any disputes about a bylaw fine,
and outlines a process for a thirdparty arbitrator to deal with more
complicated disputes. The new bylaw
governs penalties that are under $500
– over that, and you still have to go
to court to fight Village hall.
• Councillor Joseph Hughes
raised the issue of a local pop-up
food kiosk that got shut down by
bylaw recently.
A resident in the Village decided
to open up a mobile concession,
parked on the boulevard in front
of his house in a residential area,
and started selling pizza. He was
operating a business where it is not a
permitted use in that zone.
Hughes wondered why, in the
time of massive economic disruption,
the Village was shutting down
entrepreneurs trying to make some
money. He suggested that staff
might want to try finding solutions
‘outside the box’ in a time of massive
disruption.

“I would like to know how the
administration can best service our
community by trying to find solutions
to allow people to work towards
providing services and options in our
community, at least in short-term,” he
said. “Is there any way staff can help
mitigate these issues, at least in the
short term?”
He also suggested that staff bring
any bylaw enforcement to council
before moving on a problem, in case
council wanted to give its input on
the decision.
The suggestion didn’t go far.
CAO Cheryl Martens explained that
bylaws are laws that the Village has
an obligation to enforce, and not a lot
of legal wiggle room to ignore. She
also pointed out that after passing
a bylaw, the Municipal Act doesn’t
really allow councillors to pick
and choose when or how the law is
applied. And the bottom line, she
said, is one of fairness.
“If you have someone downtown
who is paying $20-30,000 a year
for a business licence, commercial
taxes and commercial utilities, those
are quite substantial..,” she said.
“Then you have somebody who just
decides they’re going to pop up and
decide to do an operation and not pay
those costs, and take away from and
undermine those existing businesses
that are paying that amount, that’s not
fair, and council has to be fair about
what those decisions are.”
It’s believed the pizza maker has
since found an alternate location.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
Consultants hired by the Village
of Nakusp last year say they think
they’ve got to the bottom of a water
shortage that hit Nakusp last summer.
A progress report submitted to
Nakusp council by 9Dot Engineering
and Aqua Diversities suggests it was
low flow levels from source creeks,
coupled with excessive summer use,
that caused the shortage.
The two companies are
developing improvement plans for
the Village’s water system, which
council has identified as a chokepoint
to growth for the community.
Previous studies have broken
down how water is used in Nakusp:
Indoor residential (domestic)
- 17%; Industrial, commercial
and institutional (domestic and
industry) - 13%; Non-revenue water
(unaccounted for water use/ leakage)
- 37%; Outdoor use (irrigation) 33%.
Residents use a total of about
half a million cubic metres of water
every year. Water use more than
triples from winter to the peak of
the summer.
The Village could significantly
reduce that amount by putting meters
on every home, and recording and
billing according to use. But that is
expensive, and previous studies have
estimated a cost of more than $1
million, not including maintenance
and troubleshooting.
Instead, 9Dot and Aqua
Diversities suggest putting a couple

of new flow meters on the system
to help them better understand just
where and how much water is being
used by six different zones in the
village.
“Six flow meters is sufficient
to enable the Village of Nakusp to
reconcile water supplied with water
used, and to isolate problematic
areas within the distribution system
to remedy water loss issues,” the
report says.
The consultants have also worked
with municipal staff to improve their
current water management.

“We’ve gained 10% out of
wells through the control system,
and improved overall operations to
increase overall availability of water
this summer,” says Steven Thomson
of 9Dot.
Ultimately the problem can be
better addressed through conservation
measures and increasing the supply. The
consultants suggest a third well or a new
reservoir, or both, would address the
supply issue; a WaterSmart ambassador
program and incentives for thrifty water
users would help address demand in the
most economical way for the village.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
School trustees for SD #10 Arrow
Lakes passed next year’s budget late
last month, opting for a spending
scheme that avoided reducing the
board’s surplus by almost half.
Board members voted in favour
of a $10,089,376 budget after weeks
of debate and pencil-sharpening by
staff and trustees. The budget seeks to
both maintain services and protect the
district from what are expected to be
rough economic waters in the months
and years to come.
Projecting a 2% drop in enrolment,
the board estimated revenues of about
$9,499,000 from all sources. Expenses
were projected at about $10,031,000.
Trustees had two options to balance
the budget, using part of the $1-millionplus surplus the board has accumulated

over the years. One option would have
seen the district draw down $590,000;
the other would see $420,000 taken
from reserves.
They opted for the latter.
Balancing the books comes at some
cost: a plan to hire a full-time music
teacher went by the boards. Instead, the
board will spend $50,000 for a contract
teacher to run a music program. Two
other part-time teachers and a part-time
counsellor’s job were also chopped.
The district will still have a surplus
of over $717,000 after the draw-down.
Two years ago, that surplus was over
$1.4 million.
About 452 students are expected
to attend SD #10 schools next year.
These include Lucerne Elementary
Secondary, Nakusp Elementary,
Nakusp Secondary, Burton Elementary
and Edgewood Elementary.

Consultants offer solutions for Nakusp water woes

School District 10 Trustees pass
budget that draws on reserves
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New Denver council, April 28: KSCU temporary closure prompts letter of concern
by Kathy Hartman
• Council agreed unanimously
to send a letter to Kootenay Savings
Credit Union (KSCU), expressing
the Village’s concerns about the
temporary closure of the New Denver
branch. The letter will be copied
to our Members of Parliament and
Legislative Assembly. A report from
the CAO says the closure, which
happened with very little notice, has
resulted in significant inconvenience
for the Village, businesses and
residents. Modified arrangements
have had to be made for depositing
funds, obtaining change or petty
cash, and accessing the safety deposit
boxes. “Some residents do not have
ATM cards and so have no means
of accessing their funds,” Allaway
points out in her report. “Telebanking
solutions have been offered, but
are not ideal for individuals with
hearing impairments and have the
disadvantage of not producing a
written record of the transaction.”
Mayor Casley noted there are two
banks in Nakusp, “and that the road
goes both ways. They could shut the
credit union in Nakusp and leave the
New Denver branch open.” Councillor

Gustafson was disappointed that
the branch was closed without
consultation, particularly because
New Denver was one of the founding
KSCU communities. Councillor
Moss offered to request a similar letter
from the Chamber of Commerce.
• Despite a projected deficit of
$87,738 for 2020, council agreed
unanimously on a 0% increase in
municipal taxes this year. CAO
Catherine Allaway said she has
already identified approximately
$70,000 worth of cost-cutting
opportunities for the year, bringing
the projected deficit down closer to
$17,000. Council will meet to pare
the deficit down and bring a balanced
budget to the May 14 council meeting.
CFO Colin McClure attended
via videoconference to present
the budget. His projections for the
operating budget from 2020 to 2024
show New Denver’s deficit growing
each year. Council discussed ways
of increasing revenues in the future,
such as service sharing with Silverton,
targeted service fees, and generating
more revenue from the campground
and Nikkei Centre through support
for tourism.

• C o l u m b i a B a s i n Tr u s t
Community Initiatives and Affected
Areas Program Funding (CIP/AAP)
public engagement period will be
from May 1 at 8 am to May 11
at 4:30 pm. To participate in the
public engagement process and
give feedback on over 20 proposals
concerning New Denver, visit http://
rdck.ca/cip-aap.
• A letter from the BC Association
of Farmers’ Markets (BCAFM) asks
local governments to support their
local farmers’ markets during the
pandemic, and lists several things
local governments can do to help.
Farmers’ markets, which have been
deemed essential, are exempt from
the mass gathering order; however,
they must comply with physical
distancing and other requirements
specific to farmers’ markets. One of
the items on BCAFM’s list was for
local governments to assist in finding
a location for their markets that would
be suitable for physical distancing,
and with access to handwashing and
washroom facilities. The New Denver
Friday Market has not approached
the Village, but there was discussion
on relocating it to the north side of

by Jan McMurray
Silverton will dip into its surplus
by about $37,000 to balance the 2020
budget. Residents will be happy with a
0% increase in Village taxes while also
getting some improvements around
town, such as landscaping at the
campground and improvements to the
Memorial Hall.
Chief Financial Officer Colin
McClure attended the April 22 special
meeting to present the draft budget.
Council was pleased with it, and is
expected to adopt the budget bylaw at
the May 13 meeting.
McClure explained that 2019
ended with an uncommonly large
surplus at $56,568, mostly because of
a successful year at the campground
and a much less expensive repair to the
backhoe than expected.
He said the $56,568 surplus from
2019 adds to a larger overall Village
surplus that has accumulated from
previous years. The $37,218 taken out
of surplus in 2020 will help fund several
one-time improvement projects.
The one-time projects total
$622,700 and will be funded by the
$37,218 in surplus funds, grants (about
$500,000), and gas tax funds (about
80,000). These are: campground danger
tree removal and landscaping ($20,000),
Memorial Hall windows ($20,000),
Memorial Hall north exit ($60,700),
highway sidewalk ($20,000), footbridge
upgrade ($5,000), fire resiliency
($460,000), Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation fibre connection ($20,000),
computer upgrade ($4,000), and asset
management ($20,000).
Also in 2020, the Village is
investing in succession planning in
the public works department. A crew
member will be replaced, but will stay
on and work with his replacement
for six months to ensure a smooth
transition. It will cost the Village about
$20,000-$25,000 extra to have the
additional staffing for this six-month

period.
Before the pandemic hit, council
had been looking at a 2% increase in
Village taxes. When the impacts of
COVID-19 became apparent, they
asked the CFO to prepare a budget with
a 0% increase.
Councillors wanted to know if
the Village could extend the deadline
for people to pay their taxes this year,
given the economic hardship caused
by COVID-19. McClure explained
that this was in the jurisdiction of the
Province, not the Village. The Province
has confirmed that July 2 is the due
date for all taxes. Residential and
utility property classes must pay by
July 2 to avoid penalties. Other classes,
however, including businesses, will
not be charged the 10% penalty until
October 1.
McClure told council that the
Village may run into cash flow problems
if they don’t receive people’s taxes in

a timely fashion. “We’re encouraging
businesses that can pay their taxes on
July 2 to please pay,” he added.
The Province has various tax
deferment programs, McClure said, and
council directed CAO Hillary Elliott
to include information about these
programs with the tax bills.
“People will be struggling to
pay their property taxes,” Councillor
Main said. “It’s difficult to make
these decisions in a vacuum without
knowing what’s coming down from the
provincial and federal governments to
help municipalities. Municipalities may
have an opportunity to access funds to
relieve our cash flow problems.”
In past years, McClure has
attended the May meeting to make a
presentation to the public. This year,
due to COVID-19, he will prepare his
presentation and it will be shared with
the public through the Village office
and website.

Silverton draft budget presented with 0% tax increase

Public input wanted
on Silverton campground
by Moe Lyons
A “new and improved”
campground in Silverton was the main
agenda item at a virtual Committee of
the Whole meeting on April 29, reports
Acting Mayor Tanya Gordon. Council
discussed how to move forward with
the redesign and reconfiguration of the
Village’s lakeside campground.
All council members were present
except Mayor Jason Clarke, who is
on a three-month leave of absence.
Councillor Tanya Gordon is acting
mayor for April-June.
In an interview after the meeting,
Gordon said all the trees that needed
to be removed have been taken down,
and are stacked in piles. She believes
they will be put up for bid. Gravel has
been brought on to the site and is being
spread around to some extent, but work
cannot really begin until there is a plan.

Gordon reported that council wants
to have significant public input about
where to go from here, but also wants
the campground to be up and running
as soon as possible. In the interests of
a timely process, a public meeting will
probably not be called, Gordon said.
Rather, submissions from the public
will likely be requested by June 1.
Council is expected to meet again
on May 6 and will come up with
a “working document” on how to
proceed with gathering public input
as well as mapping out the practical
details, such as ground-levelling.
Anyone interested in providing
input about the future of the
campground is asked to visit the
website (www.silverton.ca), or to
contact the Village office at 250-3582472 (phone), 250-358-2321 (fax) or
helliott@silverton.ca.

Carpenter Creek to allow for physical
distancing.
Farmers’ markets are expected to
have significantly reduced revenues
this year, as they are limited to food
only vendors, and market organizers
have had to put a lot of time into
planning for this extraordinary year.
• Councillor Moss reported out
meeting highlights of the Regional
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK)
April 16 board meeting. Staff was
directed to explore options to
establish a food security coordinator
position. Idaho Peak Lookout
and Slocan Valley Rail Trail are
included on the Community Heritage
Register, which make them eligible
for heritage incentive tools within
the Local Government Act. The
Winlaw Regional and Nature Park
Boardwalk Replacement Project was
approved for $100,000 from the Area
H Community Works Fund.
• The Rural Evidence Review
(RER) project has created a brief,
anonymous survey to learn from

rural and remote BC communities
about their experiences and responses
to COVID-19. The findings will
be shared with participating rural
and remote BC communities, as
well as with the BC Ministry of
Health and the Health Authorities to
support rural health care planning.
The survey can be found at http://bit.
ly/RERCOVID-19 or a confidential
interview can be arranged by to
contacting christine.carthew@ubc.
ca. The RER is a team of researchers
from the Centre for Rural Health
Research in the Department of Family
Practice at the University of British
Columbia.
Councillor Fyke has completed
the survey and Councillor Moss will
be interviewed by phone.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

NOW HIRING: SUMMER STAFF

The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for
the following:
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre:
• Museum Assistant (1 position)
• Collections Assistant (1 position)
Public Works:
• Summer Groundskeeepers (2 positions)
These positions are open to individuals between 15-30 years
of age. Applicants are invited to submit a resume and cover
letter to:
Village of New Denver, Attention: Catherine Allaway, CAO
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
Positions will remain posted until filled. For more information,
please contact the Village Office.

CBT CIP/AAP GRANTS - ONLINE
ENGAGEMENT

Public engagement is an integral part of the Columbia Basin
Trust Community Initiatives and Affected Areas Program Funding (CIP/AAP) process. Normally, public input into the grant
awards would be received at a community meeting in April.
Due to the current restrictions on public gatherings, the process
will be done through an online engagement tool to ensure the
grant process moves forward. The period for public comments
on proposed CIP projects is open until May 11, 2020. Go to
www.rdck.ca for more information. Residents can also provide
feedback by filling out a form - please contact the Village Office
for a copy.

RURAL EVIDENCE PROJECT –
SURVEY

A team of researchers from the Centre for Rural Health Research at the University of British Columbia need your help to
understand rural and remote B.C. communities’ experiences
of and responses to the COVID-19 pandemic. To share your
experiences of COVID-19 with the research team, take a survey online: http://bit.ly/RERCOVID-19. Or to participate in a
confidential interview, please email christine.carthew@ubc.ca.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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Mountain caribou / wildlife study in for Argenta-Johnson’s Landing logging proposal

by Jan McMurray
The wildlife report for
the proposed Salisbury
Face harvesting area on the
Argenta-Johnson’s Landing
Face is in, and has been posted
at www.coopercreekcedar.
com. Public comments on
the report are due June 1. The

study was prepared for Cooper
Creek Cedar (CCC) by local
biologist Brenda Herbison.
Herbison’s ‘Assessment of
habitat and risks for mountain
caribou and other wildlife’
includes 21 recommendations
in the ‘Summary of
Recommendations’ section

SUPPORT LOCAL
BUSINESSES – NOW
MORE THAN EVER!

SLOCAN

Harold St Café

Open for take-out
7 days a week, 10 am-7pm
250-355-2663

Mountain Valley Station Gas/Convenience
Open regular hours 8 am-7 pm daily
Bottle Depot open Tues-Sat 9-5, closed holidays
Taking precautions for everyone’s health and safety
250-355-2245

Village of Slocan - Office

Office open by appointment only – please call 250-355-2277
Usual services offered. Special electronic payment options available.
250-355-2277, info@villageofslocan.ca, www.slocancity.com

Village of Slocan – Fitness Centre, Library, Campground,
Playgrounds
Temporarily Closed
250-355-2277, info@villageofslocan.ca, www.slocancity.com

Slocan Village Market

Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open by appointment only. Order requests can be
sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250-226-7744 for pick-up using
our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local ship rate and all local orders
over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly. Our online shop is https://
emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online or
via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
All classes have moved online at this time.
250-226-7744, www.emeryherbals.com, FB and Instagram @emeryherbals

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New COVID hours: Mon-Sat, 10 am-5 pm (closed Sun)
Email to order for pick-up
gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com
250-226-7255

Kootenay Country Craft Distillery

Open for online/telephone sales. Tasting room closed.
Hand sanitizer available.
lora@kootenaycountry.ca
250-355-2702

Mama Sita’s

Open for take-out and delivery, 10 am-6 pm
Phone or come in 250-226-7070

Spinning Fables Children’s Store

Now open Fri/Sat by appointment only.
Please email us at: spinningfables@gmail.com to book an appointment.
Follow us on Facebook for updates: https://www.facebook.com/spinningfables/
Follow us on instagram for updates: @spinningfables_slocanvalleybc
spinningfables.ca

Winlaw Brew Op

Open by appointment only
250-226-7328, winlawbrewop@telus.net

CRESCENT VALLEY
Maple Leaf Store

Open 6:30-9 M-F; 7-9 Sat; 7:30-8 on Sun
250-359-7996
These listings have been put together by the Valley Voice.

Your business could be listed here
for only $10 + GST

at the end of the report.
She states that CCC has
incorporated most of these
recommendations in Cutting
Permit 405 and has committed
to incorporating the rest of
them in site plans, to be
developed in 2020.
The assessment looks at
risks to mountain caribou,
other species at risk (grizzly
bear, wolverine, fisher, great
blue heron, northern goshawk,
western toad, mule deer), and
‘common species’ and overall
biological diversity.
She points out that CCC
has no legal obligation to
reserve areas for caribou on
the upper Salisbury Face,
so “the recommendations in
this report were provided to
mitigate impacts on caribou
within a timber development
context.”
The report says CCC
has identified a caribou
management area (CMA) of
about 85 hectares, affecting
proposed cutblock 7 on the
upper face. About 55% of
it (46 hectares) is proposed
as a timber reserve with no
harvesting. Herbison says
this timber reserve area is
good caribou habitat and is
contiguous with habitat outside
the CMA.

Harvesting will occur in
approximately 35% or 26.3
hectares of the CMA, where
tree retention levels of about
30% have been proposed.
“The intention is to select for
caribou habitat attributes in
the retained trees/ clumps [of
trees] and to include all ‘vet’
trees. Leave clumps/ trees
will be field-identified and
marked in spring 2020,” the
report says.
In cutblock 7, Herbison
says the proposed
approximately 30% tree
retention would “moderate”
the impact on caribou. “The
stand could potentially be
used by caribou in certain
conditions in the first 20
years after logging, and it
is expected to recover to a
lichen-producing wintersuitable habitat state more
quickly than if fully cleared.”
The study goes on to say
that caribou could continue
using upper Salisbury after
the logging “if this is the last
major disturbance that occurs
for approximately 100+ years
on the upper face.”
Herbison also points out
that logging block 6 on the
lower Salisbury Face would
improve winter range for deer
and elk, which could invite

predators such as cougars
and wolves into the caribou
habitat. She suggests reducing
improvements for deer in
cutblocks 1-6 by shaded fuelbreak treatments or thinning
from below.
Herbison says that if any
evidence of caribou is observed
during operations, work should
stop and discussions should
be held.
Herbison stresses the
importance of snags (wildlife
trees) and woody debris in
providing wildlife habitat as
well as nutrients and other
biological benefits to the
forest ecosystem. She notes
that worker safety regulations
and wildfire risk reduction
activities tend to work against
leaving wildlife trees and
woody debris in cutblocks.
She recommends that CCC
look for ways to retain existing
snags and woody debris within
the constraints of wildfire risk
reduction practices.
“If treatments occur only
in limited high wildfire risk
zones (e.g. near residences)
the significance of negative
impacts could be minimal. If
planned over large areas of the
landscape there could be cause
for concern,” she says.
Herbison also notes that

about 50% of the Salisbury
Face would remain unharvested
after this proposed logging
operation. “These stands will
contribute snag cavities and
other biologically valuable
functions to the ecosystem
over the next several decades
which can be expected to
compensate to some extent
for lower than normal number
of snags in the harvested/
managed areas, but less well
for the loss of woody debris.”
Small terrestrial animals
and nesting birds would be at
high risk in the short term after
the proposed logging, she says,
and recommends avoiding
cutting trees during the nesting
through fledgling seasons from
April through July.
“Viewed as the last,
large-scale harvesting pass
on this face unit in an 80 to
120-year harvest cycle and
with the mitigation measures
applied and recommended,
it is expected that the stands
remaining in Salisbury after
CP 405 will re-populate the
harvested logged openings and
that the face unit ecosystem as
a whole will gradually recover,
barring a major event such as a
wildfire or an extremely rapid
and radical shift in climate,”
Herbison concludes.

by Jan McMurray
Kalesnikoff’s proposal for
logging near private properties
in Slocan Park may be dead in
the water.
The proposed cutblock
must be accessed through
a private property, and the
company does not have an
access agreement with the
property owners.
Gerald Cordeiro, forest
development manager at
Kalesnikoff, said he was
surprised to hear from the
neighbours that the access
agreement may not be signed.
“The project originally
arose when I was approached
by one of the titled landowners,
who said he was concerned
about wildfire,” Cordeiro said.
“All along, we’ve had many
discussions and he was always
in favour.”
However, the landowner’s
partner is also on title,
so Kalesnikoff needs both

signatures.
“The partner may not be
in agreement – that was a
surprise for me,” Cordeiro said.
“We’re still hoping to have an
agreement to allow the project
to go ahead as planned. But if
we don’t get agreement, the
project doesn’t go ahead.”
A letter to the Valley Voice
signed by 14 residents of
the Wolverton Creek area in
Slocan Park (see page 5 of this
issue) responds to our April
9 article about Kalesnikoff’s
proposal. The source for the
article was the Kalesnikoff
information package that was
sent out to stakeholders to
invite their input on the plans.
Residents were particularly
disturbed to see the article and
the Kalesnikoff info package
state that “...the access road
will be through a single private
property.”
“This is mistaken
information,” the letter says.
“Neighbours adjacent to this
property have been assured by
both owners of the property
that no such access has been
granted.”
The residents feel that it is
premature for Kalesnikoff to
be seeking input on the logging
proposal when they don’t have
access.
The residents say they
are opposed to Kalesnikoff’s
proposed logging near their
community, and they haven’t
changed their minds since

this same logging plan was
proposed in 2018.
Cordeiro said Kalesnikoff
started doing field work in this
area in 2018, but there was
no official proposal. “We did
ground level reconnaissance on
the north side of the creek and
gave them that information, but
there was no uptake because
no owners on the other [north]
side wanted to give access, so
we didn’t proceed with any
planning there. That was at a
higher elevation than where we
are looking now.”
The residents list several
reasons in their letter why
they don’t want the logging
operation to go ahead. They
say the slopes are very steep,
with deep, erodible soils and
lots of water dispersed across
the hillsides. They feel that
the proposed logging and
road building activity would
increase the likelihood of both
landslides and impacts to the
Wolverton Creek community
water system, which serves five
households. They say there is
a history of mudslides south
of Wolverton Creek, and that
previous logging in the upper
reaches of the creek have had
“huge negative impacts” on the
water system.
According to the
Kalesnikoff information
package, however, the proposed
logging is not expected to
cause terrain stability issues
or impacts on domestic water

supply.
The info package says the
proposed cutblock and road is
on terrain that has been mapped
as stable, and no indicators of
instability have been observed
in the field. The short spur
that goes into the watershed
area will be rehabilitated and
replanted.
Although about a
hectare of the harvest area
is located in the catchment
for Wolverton Creek, the
Kalesnikoff document says
drainage from the area goes
into an old flood channel that
doesn’t connect to the stream
above the domestic water
intake. “The block contains no
streams, and the few seasonal
drainage pathways present
do not connect to Wolverton
Creek. No effects on water
quality, quantity or timing of
flow are expected to result from
this proposal.”
Kalesnikoff says the
“primary drivers” behind
the project are wildfire risk
reduction and management
of the Douglas fir bark
beetle outbreak in the area.
A 66.7-hectare piece in this
area is identified in the Slocan
Valley Community Wildfire
Protection Plan as a candidate
for fuel treatment.
The proposed harvest area
is 8.6 hectares, and would yield
less than 20,000 cubic metres
of wood or 40-45 truckloads,
said Cordeiro.

No access to proposed Kalesnikoff cutblock in Slocan Park
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES – NOW MORE THAN EVER!

NAKUSP & AREA

Anderson’s Automotive Services

Open 7 am - 8 pm (temporarily – will resume regular hours to 9 pm when restrictions are lifted.) Practising physical distancing, enhanced cleaning
250-265-3313

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open reduced hours: Monday to Saturday 10 am-4 pm
Limiting customers to two at one time. Cleaning with antibacterial cleaners
between customers. Encouraging distancing when in store.
Taking phone/Facebook orders for pick-up
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Burton City Cider

Open by chance or appt. Pizza Take Out, Cider and Beer Thursday 4-7 pm
Orders: Text or Call 250-265-7044
info@BurtonCityCider.ca www.burtoncitycider.ca Online ordering available

Chumley’s Restaurant

Open Tuesdays only, 4-7 pm for take-out
Halibut and limited menu available. Call to order 250-265-3331

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Jennifer Chocolates

Open/Closed status: Open 10 am to 4 pm, Monday to Saturday, closed on Sundays.
If you want to take additional distancing precautions, you can order and pay
online at www.JenniferChocolates.com and your order will be ready for quick
pick-up the following day.
Phone 250-265-1799 or email jennifer@jenniferchocolates.com

Kal Tire Nakusp

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commercial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles.
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Leland Hotel

Off-Sales: 11 am-11 pm; if door is locked, call 250-265-3314.
Restaurant: Open 4-8 pm for takeout. Closed Tuesdays. 250-265-3314

Marvin’s Small Motor Repairs
Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm
Open regular hours 250-265-4911

NACFOR

The NACFOR office will be closed to the public until further notice. Please
call the office at 250-265-3656 between 8 am and 5 pm, Mon-Fri, to leave
a message and your call will be returned. Alternatively, you can email info@
nakuspcommunityforest.com.

Nakusp Computers

Open Mon-Fri, 10:30 am - 3:30 pm
250-265-0129; nakuspcomputers@gmail.com; facebook.com/nakuspcomputers

Nakusp Farmers’ Market

Saturdays 9 am - noon, starting May 16
Locally raised foods and vegetable starter plants.
Crowd limit and handwashing stations. Bring your reusable tote bags. Money
handling will be separate from vendors. Vendors of exposed products will wear
masks and gloves; produce will be shielded. Food harvesting done safely.

Nakusp General Store

Open 10 am-2 pm or call us to make arrangements to come at other times
Sanitizing and bleaching. 250-265-8423

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net

Royal Canadian Legion Branch #20

Closed as of March 17
The office is operating on limited hours.
Phone messages and emails will be answered.
250-265-3033, legionna@columbiacable.net
If you require medical equipment, call Tracy 250-265-3493

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Nakusp Tirecraft

Open
250-265-4438, https://tirecraft.com/tirecraft-nakusp/ Facebook: @tirecraftnakusp

Selkirk Realty

The office is closed, but the agents are working remotely and more than
happy to help! They can be reached directly, or via 250-265-3635 or Nakusp@
royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Wilf Hewat Repairs LTD.

Open
250-265-4388, Facebook: @hewatrepairs

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing
more space to shop. Max Customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Treasure Trove

Open 10 am - 3 pm Mon-Sat
Will deliver
250-265-2161; heathermaxfield@gmail.com

Paddy Shack

Open Tues-Sat 11:30 am - 7 pm
250-265-3255

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 8 am-4 pm Mon-Sat, closed Sunday
Four customers at a time
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for off-sales Wed through Sun 3-6 pm Phone 250-353-7446 to pre-order
or to arrange a ‘beer-it forward’ delivery for a friend.
250-353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, https//m.facebook.com/angryhenbrewing, https://www.instagram.com/angryhenbrewing

Cornucopia

Open Mon-Sat, 10 am-4 pm. Closed 12-1 daily
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Eric’s Meats

Open Tues-Sat 9:30 am-5 pm
250-353-2436

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Closed temporarily
Call 250-353-9688 for appointments; leave message

Kaslo Hotel

Closed, but take-out and off-sales available Thurs-Sun, 3-8 pm
Go to the Kaslo Hotel Facebook page for menu and details
Call 250-353-7714 to order

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For Prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Bosun Hall/LACE/The Donation Store
Closed to the public until further notice.

Charlie’s Needful Things

Toys, Food, Basic Necessities
Open Mon-Sat, 4-8 pm
Call anytime if you need something! 250-777-3789

Elvendal Farm, Hills

Open most days.
Pre-order and pick up or come shop for vegetable starters. Also drop-off days
arranged locally. Contact us for order sheets.
250-358-2660, kip@netidea.com

Glacier View Service

Open 7 days, 8 am-5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Coin Laundry

Open 9 am-7 pm, 7 days a week
Use your intelligence, engage in physical distancing and wash hands when you
come in and when you leave. Soap is good. The premises are being cleaned
twice a day.
Contact: Wendy @ 358-7792 or Rod – phone numbers on signs inside the
building.

New Denver Community Pharmacy

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0
Mailing: PO Box 550, Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0
Phone 250-358-2500, Fax 250-358-2524

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to
place your orders.

Nuru Coffee Bar

Open for business
Tues-Sat, 9 am-4 pm
Nuru Nights Grab n’ Go available Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Please pre order one day in advance: nurucoffeebar@gmail.com
513-6th Ave, New Denver

Raven’s Nest

Temporarily Closed. Please check our FB page – Facebook.com/RavensNestBC
– for updates, and stay well!

Sew Much More

Open by appointment only
1-250-551-6509,kathyprovan@gmail.com, www.sewmuchmoreyarn.com,
Facebook & Instagram

Valhalla Inn

Restaurant open for take-out 11 am-8 pm
Liquor off-sales available with food purchase
Pick-up only (no delivery)
To order, call 250-358-2228 ext 0

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
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Mel B Digital

Village of New Denver

Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, (250)505-4722

Open by appointment, in office or in home
Please do not use random cleaners on your electronics, we have specific safe
sanitizers to protect your devices.
www.melbdigial.com, info@melbdigital.com, Facebook.com/melbdigital

SS Moyie National Historic Site and Kaslo Visitor Centre
Closed during the pandemic
Please visit our website for information on the ship. www.klhs.bc.ca
250-353-2525; vcmanager.kaslo@gmail.com

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food take-out
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Village of Kaslo

Open by email, phone or appointment
admin@kaslo.ca, 250-353-2311 x101, www.kaslo.ca, facebook.com/KasloBC/

Willow Home Boutique

Open for appointments by email, Facebook message or call us
250-353-2257, whg@kaslo.org, facebook.com/willowhomeboutique/

Your business could be listed here
for only $10 + GST
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Open
1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca; www.valleyvoice.ca
(Village Office, Knox Hall, Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre, Centennial
Campground, Silvery Slocan Museum)
Closed to the public until further notice.
For inquiries, please phone or email the Village Office. Check our website for
regular updates.
250-358-2316, office@newdenver.ca, www.newdenver.ca

Wilds of Canada Cycle

Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Sat, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi for Details: 250-265-0002
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School District 8 adopts “constrained” 2020-21 budget
by Jan McMurray
The School District 8 Kootenay
Lake board of education adopted the
2020-21 budget at the April board
meeting.
A presentation on the $71 million

budget was made by Michael McLellan,
secretary-treasurer and chief financial
officer.
Revenues from the Ministry of
Education are increasing by 1%, but
there will be a 2% increase in staffing
costs across the board.
“It’s a constrained financial
situation,” McLellan said.
Although the ministry has
increased funding for some things, it
has decreased or eliminated funding
for others. “It’s just changing around
the pots, though, because it’s only a 1%
increase,” McLellan said.
The basic allocation per student
is up 1.2%, from $1,879 this year to
$2,234 next year. Funding for special
needs students has also risen, and
the per student allocation for unique
geographic factors has spiked 18.9%.
McLellan said there is $1.6 million
more in SD8’s budget for unique
geography next year than in 2019-20.
However, the Rural Education

ASK YOUR PHARMACIST
We’re here for you

KASLO & NEW DENVER COMMUNITY PHARMACY
250-353-2224

250-358-2500

Allergy season
is upon us.
There are a
number of allergy
medications that
may be suitable for
you at the Kaslo
or New Denver
Pharmacy.

KASLO – 403 Front Street • M-F 9:30-5:30
New Denver – 309 6th Avenue • M-F 10:00-5:30

Enhancement Fund (REEF) has been
eliminated, and there has been a 10%
decline in the classroom enhancement
fund. REEF funds have been used
in recent years to keep rural schools
like Jewett School in Meadow Creek
and Winlaw Elementary open. The
classroom enhancement fund was
established to help school districts hire
the staffing required to restore class size
and composition in line with the 2017
Supreme Court decision.
Another hit to SD8’s revenue is
expected by way of the international
program. Tuition fees have been
projected much lower than usual,
as far fewer international students
are expected to enrol because of the
pandemic.
“Overall, revenues are rising by
about $330,000, so we have essentially
the same revenues as last year, but
staffing is up 2%,” McLellan said.
Staffing costs account for 78%
of the budget. This includes 4.5% for
district administration staffing, which
is slightly up from last year but “well
below provincial average,” McLellan
said. A new position in the technology
department is the reason for the slight
increase, he added.
The Focus-Learn-Excel program,
a three-year plan for enhancing student
learning, accounts for 17% of the
budget. 2020-21 will be the third year
of this program, which involves a
major modernization in information
technology.
The final 5% of the budget is
swallowed up by amortization of
capital projects.
McLellan noted that the
students’ wishes, expressed in a
resolution coming out of the student
symposium, are addressed in the
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budget. The transportation budget
has increased, which will allow
for more extracurricular and after
school activities. The district has also
committed to installing as many Pride
sidewalks as possible by the end of the
2020-21 school year. Finally, the SD8
Go Green initiatives will continue.
A new Human Resources initiative
will see a third party satisfaction survey
of all employees next year. There are
276 full-time equivalent teachers and
29.75 full-time equivalent support
staff. That’s a decline of 7.5 teachers
and 11 education assistants, based on a
projected enrolment of 4,835 students.
The enrolment projection comes from
the ministry; if the district ends up with
more students by September 30, more
funding will be provided to hire more
teachers and EAs.
McLellan noted that the operations
and maintenance budget goes up by
about $115,000 each year, and that $1.4
million is budgeted for utilities at all
SD8 facilities in 2020-21.

SD8 will receive a $2.7 million
Annual Facility Grant from the ministry
in 2020-21, compared to $2.6 million
this year. These funds are for capital
projects and are not part of the operating
budget. One of the capital projects next
year is a new HVAC system for Mt.
Sentinel School ($244,000).
The district will also receive
$140,544 in bus acquisition funds.
During the pandemic, several
improvement projects have been able
to be accelerated, McLellan reported.
Director of Operations Bruce McLean
said they had redone some gym floors
and had done some grounds work at
schools. “We wanted to make lemonade
out of lemons and do something
positive for the district during COVID,”
McLellan said.
Superintendent Christine Perkins
thanked everyone for their participation
in the budget process. “Every year,
we’re getting clearer and clearer, and
more detailed and more transparent,”
she said.

submitted
The COVID-19 crisis is
deepening for British Columbia
businesses with four in ten (43%) of
those surveyed stating they can only
continue to operate for up to three
months under current restrictions.
For businesses temporarily closed, the
future is similarly dire, with only half
(53%) expecting to reopen once the
restrictions are eased on workplace
operations, while 38% are unsure, and
8% will not reopen.
This is according to a survey
of 1,284 member-businesses of the
BC Chamber of Commerce, the
Greater Vancouver Board of Trade,
the Business Council of British
Columbia, and other partners, with
the assistance of the Mustel Group.
This is the second in a series of pulse
checks using the BCMindReader.
com platform.
The survey shows that the
pandemic caused immediate steep
revenue declines but conditions
continue to worsen, as respondents
monitor their cash flows and
operational expenses.
Approximately half of all
businesses (54%) state they have
experienced revenue decreases of
75% or more while two-thirds (66%)
have had revenues drop by 50% or
more.
The top operating cost or expenses
were wages (64%) followed by rent
(54%), taxes (34%), and goods and
supplies (32%).
The majority of businesses (58%)
are spending 10% or more of operating
expenses on rent, with 42% spending
20% or more. The proportion of
wages or rent as a function of overall
costs vary depending on firm size,
sector, geography, and other factors.
While businesses surveyed are
positive about government measures
for employees and ensuring supply
chains remain open, they are
concerned about the speed and scope
of programs that support cash flow.
Just over half of businesses

believe the federal government
programs announced to date will be
helpful once implemented, but they
are not helpful for 33% of businesses,
primarily because they do not qualify
for any programs or provide enough/
timely cash flow relief.
Similarly, one-third of businesses
(35%) do not find the provincial
programs helpful, for the same
reasons as federal programs.
Businesses with under five
employees are least likely (49%)
to find federal programs helpful,
primarily because they do not qualify.
Only one-third of businesses
(34%) are confident they will qualify
for the 75% wage subsidy program,
while 21% are unsure.
Reasons for not qualifying
include: do not have employees
on payroll (46%), revenue has not
declined enough (28%), employees
laid off (13%), business shut down
(11%), seasonal revenue (11%) and
start-up or pre-revenue company
(10%).
Many businesses are not confident
in their ability to restart or whether
consumers will return.
Key challenges to recovery
identified are attracting customers/
revenue (79%), having enough
operating cash (55%), and rehiring
staff (28%).
If revenue is the key challenge,
half of businesses are unsure what
percentage of typical sales or
revenues will be required to restart
their business, with estimates ranging
from less than 30% to more than 70%.
“Government programs are
helping businesses but more supports
are still needed,” says Val Litwin,
President & CEO, BC Chamber of
Commerce. “Entrepreneurs are saying
‘there’s a survival runway here’ and
‘this is exactly what I need to get
through this crisis.’ How government
listens and responds to the business
community in the coming weeks
will be the game-changer in terms of
economic recovery.”

Survey paints pessimistic
picture for BC businesses
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Pandemic postpones Kaslo Jazz Fest to next year
by Art Joyce
The continuing uncertainty
about the duration of the coronavirus
lockdown is taking a toll of another
kind, both on local culture and economy.
Both Kaslo Jazz Etc. and Shambhala
music festivals have announced that
they will be postponing this year’s
events to next year. Although Premier
Horgan has said that BC will soon
announce its plans for reopening the
economy, as of April 29 the Province
has extended its provincial state of
emergency for an additional 14 days.
But with the complexity involved in
putting together a large music festival,
the government’s measures may be
too little too late. The Valley Voice
interviewed Paul Hinrichs, executive
director of Kaslo Jazz Etc. about the
suspension of the festival.
Will you try to renegotiate
contracts with bands so they come next
year, so it will be just about the same
festival as was planned for this year?
Or will you have to simply cancel those
contracts and start over next year?
We have extended the invitation to
all confirmed 2020 artists to perform
in 2021 and it’s reassuring that almost

all have said yes. Thankfully our 2020
artists are standing by us through this
and we look forward to welcoming
them to Kaslo Bay Park as soon as we
are able. We’re excited to announce our
upcoming lineup ASAP and we will
also have an online/ streaming Kaslo
Jazz program this summer that we will
announce in the coming weeks.
I imagine quite a bit of work has
to go into postponing a large festival.
What extra work does this generate
for you?
It’s a whole new job. Very little
of my day-to-day work has to do with
producing or developing an event
anymore. We are still focused on 2020
damage control (working with all
stakeholders to navigate this) and also
working with various organizations
to share resources, knowledge and
a voice. The BC Music Festival
Collective was formed as a result of
this pandemic and currently has 60
independent music festivals working
together to navigate these challenges. In
addition to working through the various
government emergency benefits, there
is not much that looks like festival
planning at this time.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
If it takes April showers to bring
May flowers, as the saying goes, then
you wouldn’t expect too many flowers
this month.
A summary of April’s weather from
the Southeast Fire Centre shows the
cool, dry patterns of March continued
into last month.
“Precipitation was 35% of normal,”
says SEFC weather forecaster Ron
Lakeman. “There were only seven days
with measurable precipitation.”
In fact, total rainfall accumulation
was only 2.1 millimetres in April – less
than one inch. It’s not quite a record, but
is edging towards the record low rainfall
of 13.1 mm, set in 1977.
It was also cool for most of the
month. Record daily overnight lows

were measured on April 2 and 13, at
-5°C and -5.7° C respectively. The
single-day record coldest low for April
was in 1979, at -7.5° C on the 11th of
that year.
In all, temperatures averaged about
8.8° C for the month, which is about
half a degree cooler than typical for that
time of year.
“Our daytime highs were about
normal, but overnight lows were almost
a full degree cooler than normal, which
gives us the half-degree average cooler
recording,” says Lakeman.
The month of May started a little
more normal, with several days of
rainfall, though cooler temperatures
persist.
Lakeman says forecasts show a
warming trend after the 7th of this month.
Expect flowers.

April showers few and
far between, say forecasters

If the coronavirus lockdown were
suddenly lifted in May, would it still be
possible to stage this year’s festival?
No, but that’s a good question.
There’s too many moving parts in event
management that came to a grinding
halt in mid-March. We remained
hopeful for the first couple weeks that
things might improve and operations
could resume, but once the US / Canada
border closed it became apparent a
2020 festival was unlikely.
What is your policy on ticket
refunds?
Our official policy is no refunds.
We are offering patrons the option to
roll all existing orders to 2021 or 2022.
We are also asking people (if they are
able) to please donate their ticket (or
a portion of their ticket) to the Kaslo
Jazz Etc Society in exchange for a tax
receipt to help us remain operational
throughout the year. For those who
absolutely need a refund, we will work
with them directly and do what we can
on a case-by-case basis, but we are
hopeful that our patrons will stand by
us through this and see their ticket as an
investment in the future of Kaslo Jazz.
How does this affect the festival
financially?
Drastically. We have lost all forms
of revenue and it will likely stay that
way for a while. We fund the majority
of this event through ticket sales,
and, contrary to rumours, there is no
insurance policy that covers events
from pandemics. We’re hopeful that

with the support of our ticket buyers
and our stakeholders, we can return as
strong and vibrant as possible once this
pandemic has subsided.
How do you anticipate this will
affect Kaslo’s economy?
Also drastically. There are a
number of local and regional team
members/ stakeholders involved who

will be adversely affected, as well as
the direct economic impact on the
businesses in Kaslo and area. This
festival is one of the major economic
drivers for our area, and the income
often helps people get through the
quieter winter months. My heart goes
out to everyone who will lose revenue
from this postponement.

Big

or Small
We build them all

• New Construction
• Foundations
• Residential
• Commercial
• Timber Frame
• Roofing

H & L Mancia Construction
ADVANCED HPO Bonded Licensed Contractor
Hector Mancia

Contractor
hmancia1965@hotmail.com
www.manciaconstruction.ca

P.O. Box 277
Nakusp, BC - V0G 1R0
cell: 250-265-8503
home: 250-265-2278
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May 9 proclaimed Healthcare Auxiliaries Day
by Jan McMurray
May 9, 2020 has been proclaimed

‘Healthcare Auxiliaries Day’ in BC by
Queen Elizabeth II.

Howard Gremm

Howard Gremm, also known as Howie,
passed away on March, 16th 2020.
Howard was a man of many things,
many people in Nelson might have
recently known him as the taxi-cab
driver who talked about smiling yoga
and radical forgiveness, others might
remember the funny guy who made
creative hats out of paper bags. Those
who knew him well, knew that he was
also a father, recently became a grandfather. He was absolutely eccentric
and had worn many figurative hats in
his life: he had been a farmer, a long
hair hippie, a cowboy, a fine wood worker, a carpenter, a jack of all trades, a
pacifist, a Buddhist, and a brilliant creative soul who loved old school rock and
roll and the Grateful Dead and loved the local band the Wild Turkeys. He was
also addicted to many things, such as reading way too much, arguing over
syntax, or politics, or coming up with radical left wing ideas, listening to CBC
radio and riding his bicycle around town. He was famous for laughing at his
own jokes when others fell silent, awkwardly, only some of them getting the
punch lines. He was also well known for his gentle and kind nature toward all
people; regardless of where their lives had taken them he would always reach
out and share what he had with someone in need, listen to their stories or
help them to get back on their feet again. In the last 10 years he volunteered
at the local food banks and resided in facilities provided by Nelson Cares.
Howie will be missed by so many people including his daughters, Brenna
and Zoe, his grandson Riley, his kindred sons Mike, Dan and Robin Henderson, Mike’s children Emily Rose and Alexander Henderson, his brother
and sister Rick and Jenny Gremm, his nieces, Heather, Olivia, Naomi, Emily,
Christina Chloe, and Cedar, his nephews Josh, Brendan, Justin, Gavin,
Keiran and Jeremy, and his extended family, Heather Carl and Daniel.
Howard would have turned 65 on April 29th 2020. Due to the onset of
COVID 19, a celebration of life will be put on hold until groups of people
are safe again. Howard’s family appreciate the kind staff and residents of
Nelson Cares Ward Street place and know that he had many friends and
neighbours who will deeply miss him as well. The family will post a notice
at Ward Street Place when we are ready to celebrate his life and any of his
friends will be welcome to attend.
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This year marks the 75th
anniversary of the BC Association of
Healthcare Auxiliaries. The association
has 76 member auxiliaries whose
volunteers donated a total of 1,235,634
hours in 2018 and raised more than
$10 million to improve healthcare in
the province.
Among the 76 member auxiliaries
are the Slocan Community Health Care
Auxiliary in New Denver, the Victorian
Hospital of Kaslo Auxiliary and the
Arrow Lakes Health Care Auxiliary
in Nakusp.
The Slocan Community Health
Care Auxiliary has 11 members,
ranging in age from 60 to 93 years
old. The group raises funds through
the Light up the Hospitals campaign,
a table at the Christmas Flea Market,
running the New Denver Donation
Store two Fridays in the summer, and
the gift shop at the Slocan Community
Health Centre. Donations come in
annually from the Slocan Valley branch
of the Royal Canadian Legion, the
Silverton Community Club, and many
area residents. KSCU has put on a
hamburger/ hot dog sale and donated
the proceeds to the auxiliary.
The funds go towards equipment

for the Slocan Community Health
Centre, as well as a bursary for a
Lucerne School graduate who is
going into the health care field. In
the past year alone, the auxiliary
purchased a floor alarm, cushions for
wheelchairs, four wheeled walkers, an
ultrasound machine, assorted games
for the Pavilion, folding chairs, long
tables, TV trays, dining room chairs,
vitals monitors, vanity for Pavilion
washroom, a fireplace, Christmas lights
and decorations, flower baskets.
The auxiliary also organizes a
monthly tea and sing-along, and a
monthly birthday celebration with
cake at the Pavilion. Members help
decorate for Christmas and help with
breast screening.
The Victorian Hospital of Kaslo
Auxiliary started in 1902. It wasn’t
until 100 years later that the group
opened the Thrift Store, a vital and
popular resource in the community.
Proceeds from the store and charitable
donations received by the auxiliary
support the goals and activities of the
group. The goals and activities align
with the group’s missions statement:
“Supporting the lifelong health and

wellbeing of our community.”
The auxiliary has made
contributions of approximately $40,000
in the last year to a wide variety
of initiatives: upgrading for a local
paramedic, Kaslo Youth Centre food
and supplies, defibrillators for the
Lardeau Fire Protection Association
and the Seniors Hall in Kaslo, three
lifelines operated by North Kootenay
Lake Community Services (NKLCSS),
Strong Start weekly family dinners,
bursary for graduate pursuing medical
training or education, diabetic support
and fitness equipment and breakfast
club at JV Humphries School, Kaslo
Community Garden, activities at
the health centre for extended care
residents, hospice, Acupuncture Society
start-up, medical equipment for the
health centre and community members,
grocery deliveries during COVID-19.
The Arrow Lakes Health Care
Auxiliary began in 1908. Through the
Thrift Store on Broadway in Nakusp
and other fundraising activities, enough
funds have been earned to allow
donations in the hundreds of thousands
to Nakusp and surrounding community
organizations for health-related items.

STICKY BUD

submitted
The Lucerne Association for
Community Education (LACE) is
appealing to the public to help it meet
its financial commitments.
The COVID-19 pandemic has
affected the organization’s fundraising;
the organization is missing the donations
that paid the operating expenses (rent
and utilities) for both the Donation
Store and the Bosun Hall.
The organization’s goal has always
been to improve the Bosun Hall as
funds permit.
Last year LACE undertook a
number of upgrades and renovations,
with financial assistance from the
Columbia Basin Trust, the Community
Initiatives Program, the Healthy
Community Society and RDCK Area
H. By combining these with matching
LACE funds, the organization was able
to purchase a replacement dishwasher.

With assistance from the Village
of New Denver, the kitchen was
renovated.
“We have used all of our reserve
funds, and our fundraising efforts
have come to a halt because of the
pandemic,” says board member Carol
Bell. “Therefore, we are appealing to the
community to help us through this time.
“We are also seeking relief with
Telus and Hydro but are trying to honour
our rental agreement.”
If you have not yet become a
member of LACE, now is the time to do
it. Tax deductible receipts can be issued
for any amount over $25.
Send your request for membership
and/ or donation to LACE, Box 208,
New Denver, V0G 1S0.
For those waiting with donations of
merchandise, LACE hopes to be able
to keep up with the overflow when the
Donation Store re-opens.

Our black cottonwoods bud out earlier than
many riverside trees, shedding aromatic,
sticky bud scales. Honeybees collect the
resin and use it at the hive as a sealant
called propolis, which has anti-microbial,
anti-fungal and anti-bacterial properties.
An analgesic compound called salacin
in the resin, when infused into oil, is
traditionally used to soothe arthritic joints
and sore muscles.

LACE calls for memberships, donations
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SVSHS seniors’ fitness programs relaunch online
submitted
Have you been missing the popular
Slocan Valley Seniors’ Housing
Society’s seniors’ fitness programs
since the COVID-19 lockdown has
come into our lives?
Bridge that social distance and
join the SVSHS, instructor Tyson
Bartel and other seniors in our virtual
home with our new Facebook live
feed fitness programs. Starting May

11, on Mondays is Chair Yoga and on
Thursdays is Feldenkrais. All classes
start at 10 am atwww.Facebook.com/
SVhousing.
The in-person, pre-COVID 19
classes used to be held at the Passmore
Lodge and the Slocan Legion, but now
with our public Facebook page, anyone,
young and old, from anywhere in the
world, can join in and benefit from
these classes.

by Jan McMurray
Just above Hwy 31A between New
Denver and Kaslo, just east of Retallack,
is a sign that warns the public of a
contaminated site. This is the historic
Whitewater Mine mill and tailings area.
A spokesperson with the Ministry
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development
reports that a detailed site investigation
is now underway, following the

identification of “areas of potential
environmental concern that tested high
for metal contaminants.”
Mining operations occurred here
mainly in the late 1920s, late 1940s and
early 1950s. The mine produced silver,
lead, gold, cadmium, zinc and copper.
It is too soon to assign a timeline to
remediation efforts, the spokesperson
said. The sign was installed in September
2019.

Whitewater Mine site investigation underway

A detailed investigation of the Whitewater Mine mill and tailings site is underway.

Chair Yoga is the SVSHS’s most
popular fitness program. What better
way to learn gentle stretching than from
the comfort of your chair and realize
the benefits of better breathing, better
posture and better mobility!

Feldenkrais is for beginners and
regulars alike. The movements are easy
to learn and do and help train your brain
and body to improve focus, posture and
mobility. You will be amazed at the
benefits you receive from what seems

13
like so little movement and effort.
This new virtual initiative has
been made possible by the generous
contribution of the Columbia Basin
Trust and continues through the end of
June 2020.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Kootenay churches connect faithful in the time of pandemic

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
Spiritual leaders in the region are
seeking out new ways to pastor their
flocks during the pandemic.
And they say the new reality brings
both challenges and opportunities.
Churches across the country – and
around the world – are struggling with
how to provide spiritual comfort at a time
when gatherings are prohibited. While
some churches in the US have defied
stay-at-home rules, local churches have
obeyed the law.

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
Do you have time on your hands? Do you love
and understand kittens? Are you ready with a
full list of playtime activities? Our little Prince is
looking for you!! He is 7 months old, playful, with
boundless energy. He is neutered, healthy and
ready to go to his forever home. Call PALS at 250265-3792 to find out if Prince is the one for you.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

“As we saw what was happening
with the world, we stopped meeting
before the mandate came down,” says
Steve Gascon of Nakusp’s Alliance
Church. He says his goal was to find a
new way to get his message out, while
trying to provide “a service that is
somehow unchanging, that is reliable,
that is normal.”
Gascon says it’s helped he’s
reasonably tech-savvy.
“We already had a website going,” he
says. “But it was quite a learning curve to
figure out how to use the different tools
available.”
Now every Sunday, Gascon delivers
the word of God in an online video cast,
from his home study, complete with
musical interludes, lyrics displayed
karaoke-style, and text quotes of scripture.
Gascon says it’s hard to work without
a congregation, when he can pick up on
the social cues to ensure his message is
getting across. And community outreach
has changed too – instead of home or
hospital visits, elders in his church are
connecting via the telephone. It’s all
pretty new, but he says he’s keeping his
focus on the essentials.
“I struggled with it at the beginning
– what to keep doing, what to stop
doing,” he says. “’I’ve realized the role
of the church doesn’t change, that we’re
still supposed to be shepherding people
towards Jesus, we’re still to be loving
one another and loving our neighbours.
“It just has to happen in other avenues
now. The fundamentals haven’t changed,
we just have to use different tools now.”

The human touch

While she has used online
communications for years, Therese
DesCamp of the United Church has
struggled to get New Denver’s small
congregation – many of whom live in the
Pavilion senior’s home – able to connect
for twice-monthly online services that
have replaced the normal gathering event
at the home.
“Most people don’t have any way to
connect to the outside,” she says. “There
is one online device that can be shared,
but the staff is overwhelmed. Our only
connection is if we phone them.”
DesCamp says the United Church
has essentially given up the traditional
church-building meetings, and she holds
formal and informal prayer and meditation
sessions monthly. Those have now gone
online. But that’s not the core of her job –
meeting with people and providing human
care and connection.
“When I do spiritual direction, I sit
face-to-face with one person. And I listen,”
she says. “My job is to listen to where
they feel the presence of the Holy moving
in their lives, and I ask them questions.”
All that is impossible now because
of the virus.
“This week I called somebody at the
Pavilion, and many of those people have
dementia,” she continued. “And there’s
one woman I’ve known for years, and
she said she was wondering where the
church was.
“I heard her voice breaking up and I
just wept. And I said ‘I’m so sorry.’”
Gascon says he misses visiting his

MADDEN TIMBER
CONSTRUCTION INC
LICENCED BUILDER
250-265-1807

Alliance flock too.
“It’s probably the hardest, is not being
able to do that, not only to follow social
distancing guidelines but to take care of
them. You have the gambit – people who
aren’t worried at all, and others who are
very worried. You have to straddle those
lines and make the boundaries to follow:
to be a good citizen, and follow the
guidelines of the government.”

Growth potential

But it’s not all been struggle.
DesCamp says being online has erased
distances for other people, who now join
a regular monthly meditation session from
as far away as Calgary or Idaho.
“Part of what has been such an
extraordinary experience of being here
is the opportunity of growing together as
a community in our deepening mystical
theology of what it is we are about, and
what our role is.
“That’s the great thing doing online
is seeing the people who don’t normally
see.”
Back in Nakusp, Gascon says going
online is actually helping draw others who
wouldn’t normally attend a service.
“There’s a lot of people who are
looking for spiritual truth, a spiritual view
on the world, but they’re not ready to walk
into a church,” he says. “They’re not ready
to come through the doors. So we are
finding there are quite a few people who
are finding this format very engaging, and
they can do it anonymously, no one needs
to know they are watching.
“And that’s pretty encouraging.”
But both DesCamp and Gascon says
the core message of community can’t be
put down by a virus.
“The fundamental message,
regardless of what’s happened and what’s
happening right now, is that those who
have faith in Jesus are assured of their
salvation and that God is in control,” says
Gascon. “He’s still on his throne, that
nothing has surprised him, that nothing
has taken him unaware, that he knows
what’s going on and he’s involved in
what’s going on.
“So that trust message – that we can
trust God through this, even though you
might lose your job, though you might
even lose your life, but God is still good

and still in control. That’s the message that
I find, that I keep coming back to.”
For DesCamp, it’s a message of
service. “Part of what we try to hold is
this idea that this is indeed a very dark
time, and we are not going to be through
it for a long time,” she says. “Life will
not be as we knew it. I try to bear with
reality because I see no point in excusing
ourselves from that.
“How do you find that place of
grounding, when everything is coming
apart? That’s the practice, to find that
place in grounding. Not so you can be
removed from the world, but so you can
be energized to be of service, in whatever
way it makes sense.”
You can find dozens of online church
services – both from the Kootenays and
around the world – by doing a Google
search of your community.

Fire destroys
Burton structure

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
The Burton fire chief says a property
owner who FireSmarted his property
stopped a forest fire before it began.
The Burton Fire Department was
called to a structure fire on Silver Queen
Road on the morning of April 28.
When they arrived, they found a
chicken house and large storage building
ablaze.
Both structures were a total loss. The
fire had also spread into adjacent trees.
When firefighters arrived, the homeowner
was using his garden hose to spray down
the trees.
“Because the homeowners had cleared
the lower branches and undergrowth, the
fire burned the closest trees but did not
spread into the forest,” said Fire Chief
Brian Harrop. “Because they took the time
to do this, they were able to prevent a bad
situation from getting worse.”
Harrop says he wants to emphasize
how important it is to protect your home
and property by doing a FireSmart
assessment and clearing flammable
materials on your property. The RDCK
offers free professional assessments of
properties in the district. Call 250-3521539 to book an appointment.

Graham & Destiny Froom

CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
LOG AND TIMBER FRAME
CERTIFIED PASSIVE HOUSE
DESIGN AND BUILD

Nakusp Yard & Water Worx
250-916-WORX (9679)
nakuspyardandwaterworx@gmail.com
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FortisBC first to purchase Renewable Natural Gas made from wood waste
submitted
FortisBC is teaming up
with REN Energy International
Corporation to develop a
source of renewable natural
gas (RNG) from wood waste
for its customers.
The innovative project
features technology being used
for the first time in North
America and represents
exciting new opportunities to
reduce emissions using British
Columbia’s forestry sector.
“This is such an exciting
win for us. This and future

projects like it will rely on
waste already generated by
sustainable forestry, making it
a credible addition to energy
production in this province,”
said Doug Stout, vice-president
of market development and
external relations at FortisBC.
The production facility
will be owned and operated by
REN Energy and located near
Fruitvale.
The project is anticipated
to produce over one million
gigajoules of renewable natural
gas annually, which would

make it the largest source of
RNG in the province to date.
The product blends seamlessly
with conventional natural
gas in FortisBC’s existing
infrastructure.
Renewable Natural Gas
is a carbon-neutral energy
that is typically made from
capturing the methane released
from decomposing organic
waste. This project will make
use of waste from forestry
operations, sawmills and other
wood product manufacturers.
Once operational, the

technology will create a use
for forestry waste in BC
and unlock the potential for
significant new volumes of
RNG in the province. This will
also assist the forestry industry
with cleaning up bush residuals,
thereby assisting in provincial
forest-fire mitigation.
Advancing carbonneutral energies such as
RNG is a crucial element of
FortisBC’s 30BY30 target – the
organization’s goal to reduce
customers’ greenhouse gas
emissions by 30% by 2030.

submitted
May-July is the time of
year when honeybee colonies
are most likely to swarm. If you
discover a swarm in your yard
or hear about one in your area,
the West Kootenay Beekeepers
want to hear from you. They

will send a beekeeper, who
will happily and safely remove
the bees and give them a new
home.
“Swarms are very
harmless. All the honeybees
want to do when they swarm
is find a new home. They

have nothing to defend, and
aren’t interested in stinging
you. Not to mention they are
very full of honey and too
full to be bothered! To get to
witness a swarm is actually a
really exciting and interesting
experience,” says Laena

Brown, vice-president of the
West Kootenay Beekeepers.
Brown says the West
Kootenay Beekeepers will
want the following information
from people reporting a swarm:
location of the swarm (specific
or very close address); a photo
of the swarm (beekeepers
often called out to wasp nests);
how high up the swarm is (so
they know what equipment to
bring); a phone number (in case
they need further information).
“As swarms need to be
removed in a timely fashion
before they fly away, it is
best to contact me as soon as
possible so I can work fast
to organize a swarm rescue,”
Brown says.
Contact Laena Brown at
250-505-0493 or 250-3994432 or laenabrown@gmail.
com.

The project received
regulatory approval from the
British Columbia Utilities

Commission last month and is
expected to be in service in the
summer of 2021.

West Kootenay Beekeepers happy to help remove swarms

If you discover a bee swarm in your yard or hear about one in your area, the West Kootenay Beekeepers want to hear from you.

Nakusp Yard & Water Worx
offers irrigation and yard services
by Jan McMurray
New Nakusp resident
Graham Froom purchased
the irrigation division of
Nakusp Glass last fall and
has expanded the business to
include yard services.
“In addition to irrigation
services, I will also be offering
yard services, such as lawn
fertilization, aeration and dethatching. I’ll do seasonal yard
clean-up and hope to offer
chipping services. I also offer
construction, maintenance and
repairs to your yard structures
like fences, decks and patios,”
Graham says.
Graham and his wife,
Destiny, bought an acreage
in Nakusp in 2018. They
left Calgary to move to their
Nakusp property in summer
2019.
“In 2015, I took a Passive
House Design course and in
2017 I took a Permaculture
Design course. Both of
these courses influenced our
decision to move to Nakusp,”

Graham says. “When I heard
about the irrigation business
being for sale I saw the
opportunity to use some of
the principles and tools from
my courses and apply them in
real life.”
One of Graham’s special
interests is managing and
conserving water. He spent the
winter researching equipment
and products, and taking
irrigation seminars. “I am very
excited at the opportunities
to optimize water use while
meeting the goals people have
for their yards, gardens and
crops,” he says.
Graham’s background

is in the energy industry,
constructing and operating
industrial piping and process
systems. “My passion has
always been building things,
and I’ve worked on many
residential construction and
renovation projects.”
Graham grew up in the
Okanagan Valley on his
parents’ 10-acre farm. He
moved to the prairies to work
after finishing high school. He
raised three children in many
different rural communities
before moving to Calgary and
meeting Destiny.
See ad page 14 to contact
Nakusp Yard & Water Worx.

Growing for You for over 20 years!
This year we are introducing a weekly CSA food box.
If you are interested please contact us via our Facebook Page,
earthlypleasures@hotmail.com, or (250)358-2899.
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COVID-19 lockdown policies spark civil rights concerns
by Art Joyce
With governments scrambling to
contain the spread of coronavirus amid
conflicting reports of its mortality rates,
civil liberties advocates are concerned
that some might be going too far.
With fines ranging across the
country from $1,000 to $100,000,
depending on the jurisdiction, groups
such as the BC Civil Liberties
Association (BCCLA), Ontario Civil
Liberties Association (OCLA), and
Canadian Civil Liberties Association
(CCLA) are monitoring the situation
closely. So far, no injunctions have
been sought against any level of
government.
“Increased criminalization and
surveillance… will likely have longlasting impacts that will be hard to
roll back,” cautioned Harsha Walia,
executive director of BCCLA. “While
there is no doubt that this pandemic
requires exceptional government
measures, severe curtailment of civil
liberties does not necessarily correlate
with public health objectives and may,
in fact, undermine public health.”
Walia points out that “criminalization
disproportionately impacts the most
marginalized, stigmatized and the
already criminalized people and
communities in society.”
At the federal level, the Canadian
Quarantine Act has been invoked,
which grants quarantine officers broad
but not total powers. Punishment
for those contravening the act can
include fines ranging from $200,000
to $1 million or imprisonment for up
to three years.
An even more powerful legislation,
the federal Emergencies Act, has

not been invoked – it subsumes the
authority of provincial premiers to the
prime minister’s office, something few
provinces are willing to do.
According to constitutional
lawyer Rocco Galati, Prime Minister
Trudeau’s weekly pronouncements are
essentially recommendations only and
do not have the force of law. Only the
federal cabinet has the authority under
the Quarantine Act to issue binding
orders – for example, the requirement
for citizens returning from abroad to
quarantine for 14 days whether ill or
not. A peace officer may arrest those
who fail to comply.
In BC, we are currently under the
Emergency Program Act (1996), which
has a ‘sunset’ clause requiring it to be
re-proclaimed by the government every
14 days. The provincial health officer,
Dr. Bonnie Henry, has also invoked the
Public Health Act to declare a ‘public
health emergency,’ which empowers
the provincial health officer to issue
verbal orders that have immediate
effect.
According to the BCCLA, “both
the Emergency Program Act and the
Public Health Act contain provisions
for fines and imprisonment for a range
of offences under those acts.” Police
officers cannot ticket or detain people
who have violated – or whom they
suspect may have violated – provincial
public health orders. However, health
officers do have the power to enforce
provincial health orders, and may call
on the assistance of police or other
officials. If called upon, police officers
are authorized to use their powers,
including the use of reasonable force.
Violating provincial public health

orders can result in fines upwards
of $25,000 and/or up to six months
imprisonment.
The BCCLA points out that while
people are strongly advised to maintain
‘social distancing,’ there are no public
health orders in BC requiring physical
distancing, with the exception of
inside establishments where food and
drink are prepared and served. Public
health orders for farmers’ markets and
industrial camps encourage physical
distancing. Current enforceable
health orders include a prohibition on
gatherings of more than 50 people,
closure of nightclubs and dining in
restaurants, and closure of personal
services such as barbershops, tattoo
parlours, and tanning salons.
Some Canadian jurisdictions have
reacted far more harshly. The City of
Toronto announced that there could
be fines as high as $5,000 for citizens
who fail to observe two-metre social
distancing. An Ottawa man was fined
$880 for walking his dog in a public
park that had been closed by the city.
An April 8 Ottawa Citizen report noted
that Regina Police issued a $2,800
ticket to a young woman for failing
to observe ‘social distancing,’ while
a homeowner in Brampton, Ontario

was charged on March 31 for hosting a
barbecue attended by about 20 people.
Mayor Patrick Brown suggested
the fine could reach as high as the
maximum $100,000.
At one point, the federal government
toyed with the idea of a new law to
fight “pandemic misinformation.”
Opposition Leader Andrew Scheer has
so far been the most vocal critic of the
idea, citing concerns about the potential
infringement on free speech.
Alberta seems most intent on
following the lead of other world
states that have used the coronavirus
lockdown as an excuse to introduce
draconian new powers. The Province’s
Bill 10 increases the maximum penalty
for disobeying the Public Health Act
from $2,000 to $100,000 for a first
offence, and from $5,000 to $500,000
for a subsequent offence. According to
a National Post report “Without review
or approval of the legislature, a minister
can now create a new order requiring
people to install tracking devices
on their cellphones, and requiring
them to register their phones with the
government. Without any oversight, a
minister can create an exclusive list of
people who are legally permitted to go
outside, or legally authorized to drive

a vehicle, and impose a $1,000 fine
on those who walk outside or drive
‘illegally’ because they are not on the
list.” The Alberta bill could also allow
the health minister to forcibly remove
all sick people from their homes, and
to issue an order for mass vaccination.
Denis Rancourt, a former professor
of physics at the University of Ottawa
and now a researcher for the Ontario
Civil Liberties Association, has
prepared a report for the OCLA that
assesses the scientific literature being
used to justify lockdown policies. He
concludes that there is an absence
of an evidentiary basis to support a
general population lockdown, as it
has not previously been attempted
in modern medical history. He also
concludes that the approach being
followed by governments is reckless,
and quotes from a 2019 study on social
hierarchies by Hickey and Davidsen, to
back this up: “The long-term impacts
of the broadly-applied infringements
in civil rights and freedoms are not
known, including any permanent
structural erosion of democracy itself,
due to increased authoritarianism
and heightened regulatory or penal
consequences for violating government
directives.”

by Art Joyce
Brenda McPhail, Director
of the Privacy, Technology and
Surveillance Project for the Canadian
Civil Liberties Association (CCLA),
has expressed concern in the media
about some of the measures being
taken by municipal, provincial and
federal governments to enforce
COVID-19 lockdown measures. The
Valley Voice interviewed her to get a
sense of how these compromise civil
liberties and what counter measures
might be possible.
Different jurisdictions across
the country are levying heavy fines
for failing to maintain “social
distancing” orders. What grounds
would you say a person has to
challenge or refuse to pay such
fines?
The CCLA has laid out our
concerns about the breadth of
many of the emergency orders
that are in place and the focus that
some jurisdictions have put on
enforcement over education. We
have also publicly discussed the
potential for ticket amnesties to

address these concerns, although
that is a potential response to
discuss after, not during, the current
emergency. While many of the
laws certainly do infringe on rights
protected by the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, all such rights
are subject to “reasonable limits” and
the nature of the current public health
emergency would likely be seen, by
a court, as circumstances that could
justify some significant intrusions
on liberty. Having said that, we do
believe there may be grounds to
challenge some of these laws and
fines. In some cases, the process for
indicating that you wish to fight a
ticket is not clear. In addition, the
breadth of the rules and orders are
open to interpretation and individuals
could make an argument that their
activities should not be or are not
caught by the law. People can of
course explain financial hardship
circumstances to the courts and
ask for the fine to be lowered or
eliminated. CCLA is encouraging
people who have been ticketed to
contact us and we are in the process
of seeing if there are legal supports or
resources that we can provide.
At what point does the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms
become an overriding factor, and
how, exactly? Can any of these
measures stand up to a Charter
challenge?
As noted above, the Charter is a
factor in all of these issues, but the
Charter itself does not make any of
our rights or freedoms absolute. If
these laws are challenged in courts,
governments will have to provide
evidence to demonstrate that their
responses are proportionate, but
courts may well show significant
deference to governments in light of
public health concerns. Of course, it
is time and resource intensive to get

matters before the courts even in the
best of times, and since many courts
are not sitting with a regular schedule,
it is even more challenging now.
On the issue of forced “mass
vaccination” as hinted at in Alberta’s
Bill 10, is there not precedent in
international law, for example the
Nuremberg protocols, that requires
consent for any medical procedures
undertaken by an individual?
Medical procedures do generally
require individual consent, including
vaccinations. Of course, we do
have laws in place in some parts of
Canada that require vaccination for
children to attend school, although
even these laws typically include
exceptions to deal with individuals
who have conscientious objections to
vaccination (including religious) and
who cannot be vaccinated for medical
reasons. At this stage, in the absence
of a vaccine, it is difficult to comment
on any potential rules that might be
promulgated regarding vaccination.
At what point does CCLA and
other civil rights groups actually
start to bring injunctions against
governments passing these
measures? What would be required
to tip the scale beyond what might
be considered reasonable and what
is an abuse of power?
CCLA has started a legal action
against the City of Toronto that relates
to the treatment of the homeless
during this crisis and, in particular,
the City’s failure to provide adequate
and safe shelters. The more general
question you ask is very difficult
to answer in the abstract, however
CCLA is taking a number of steps
to encourage governments to act in
a proportionate way and is pushing
back against abuses. Litigation is one
way to do this, but it is by no means
the only way and, in some cases, will
not be the most effective.

Civil liberties advocate discusses the limits of lockdown
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School District 10, April 21: Capital projects approved, New Denver child care project bids rejected
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
It wasn’t all talk about COVID-19
at a recent meeting of the School
District 10 (Arrow Lakes) in Nakusp
recently.
At the April 21 board meeting,
trustees heard the district has seen a
number of capital projects approved
by the provincial government.
“SD 10 has again been very
successful in garnering a number
of key capital projects to be funded
by the Ministry of Education,”
Superintendent Terry Taylor told
the board.
The grants will allow SD 10 to
improve energy efficiency at the
district’s buildings, including at
Nakusp Elementary School, with
building envelope insulation; window
upgrades at NSS; and solar panels and
charging stations at both Edgewood
School and Nakusp Secondary.
Edgewood Elementary will
receive $100,000 to install solar
panels and an EV charging station;
Nakusp Secondary will receive
$168,000 for a similar project. The
building enclosure upgrades at NES
will cost about $150,000.
Senior secondary students will
help install the solar panels, gaining
work experience.
New flooring and washroom
upgrades at Lucerne Elementary
will cost $270,000 in total and are
“very welcome enhancements to
the function and maintenance of our
school building,” Taylor reported.
“The capital projects support
Goal 1: Enhance Teaching and
Learning, as the quality of our school
environments inside and out enhances
learning for students,” she added.

Child care centre in New
Denver

Planning for a new child care
centre in New Denver hit a snag last
month. The board sent out requests
for bids on the project, but when the
responses were opened on April 23,
they found all the bids came in over
budget. They’ve gone back to the
bidders to ask them to reassess their
proposals.
Work was slated to start at the
beginning of May, with the doors
opening on September 8.
The school district received
$492,052 and $250,000 through the
Columbia Basin Trust last November
to add 46 new child care spaces to
Lucerne School. The centre will
include 30 school-age spaces and
16 spaces for children under the age
of 12.
The funding will be used to turn
two unused classrooms, adjacent
storage and hallway space into a new
child care centre.

Climbing wall

Although construction of the
$70,000 climbing wall at Nakusp
Secondary is now complete, the
opening ceremony has been delayed
due to the pandemic and the need for
physical distancing.

Byelection cancelled

There’ll be no byelection later
this month for a new Central Zone
(Nakusp) trustee for the SD 10 school

board. The minister of education
signed an order on March 31 to
cancel the byelection. It was called to
replace Melissa Teindl, who resigned
from the board earlier this year. The
byelection was to have occurred on
May 30. There’s been no new date
scheduled. Teindl held the chair
position, which is now held by Lora
Lee Brekke, with Danyea Simon as
vice-chair.

Policy review

The board is also reviewing
and updating its administrative
policies on a number of issues, from
how board members participate in
outside community organizations and
meetings, to transportation assistance,
procurement and whistle-blower
legislation.
In light of the disruptions caused
by the pandemic, the board decided
to extend its consultation period for
public input into the policies.

of new laptops so far to meet the
demand.
But that only gets those students
halfway there, said Superintendent
Taylor.
“We are working with Telus to
provide internet for as many families
as we can,” she told the board. “About
30% of our families don’t currently
have internet access, making remote
learning very challenging.”
For students with no wireless
service or cell service, in-person
support will be offered at their
community school in Burton,

Edgewood and New Denver, she said.
And students are also getting
face-to-face support as well. Taylor
reported that by late April, 30
vulnerable children were in schools
across the district getting help with
their school work from their teachers,
educational assistants and Strong Start
coordinators.
School administrators and teachers
are closely following public health
guidelines to ensure the safety of both
students and staff, she emphasized.
Taylor says Provincial Health
Officer Bonnie Henry has signalled

that schools could reopen on a limited
and careful basis by mid-May, if data
supports the move.
“Though schools will not look the
same as before the pandemic, we are
committed to doing all that we can to
ensure safe and healthy learning and
working environments in accordance
with all public health orders,” she said.
Both Taylor and Board Chair
Lora Lee Brekke thanked staff – from
principals and teachers to custodians,
bus drivers and trustees – for their
work in keeping the district going in
these challenging times.

Pandemic update

Just in case you thought you were
going to get away with no mention of
COVID-19…
The school district has provided
230 ChromeBook laptops for students
who needed devices to work from
home during the pandemic.
Besides existing machines, the
district has purchased about $17,000

Selkirk Paving is working in
the area. Slocan, Silverton,
ND, Nakusp, Fauquier, Kaslo.
For a free estimate
Call 1-800-668-2848
Driveways to Highways
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Kaslo council, April 28: Citizen of the Year chosen but still a secret
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
• Mayor Suzan Hewat knows who
Kaslo’s Citizen of the Year is, but she
isn’t talking.
“If I told you, I’d have to kill you,”
she joked with council last week.
The selection committee has
chosen its recipient – Hewat hinted
it’s a well-known local – but now
they’re trying to figure out just how
to deliver the award. The COVID-19
pandemic has ruled out the usual
ways, like a commemorative dinner
or other gathering.
“The committee has tossed around
a few ideas,” she said. “The trick is
how to do it. Hopefully by the time
we get to that point, a month out from
now, when we get the plaque and we
are ready, is how to make it special
and to get them somewhere where the
recognition could be given.”
Councillors pitched a few ideas,
including possibly holding the event
live at a future council meeting.
“Maybe by then we’ll have
measures relaxed, so we can do
something a little more special,” she
said.
• CAO Ian Dunlop reported that
after meeting with Fire Chief Yee
and District Fire Chief Hannon, they
agreed that the backyard campfire
ban was no longer appropriate in
the village – if people still observe
appropriate social rules and safe fire
practices. Campfires on public land
are still prohibited, and provincial fire
rules banning Category 2 and 3 fires
are still firmly in place.
While playgrounds, the
campground and skate park remain
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closed, there is hope on the horizon.
Dunlop told council the campground
may reopen in late May. If it does,
it would be with up to 16 sites – a
reduced number to allow social
distancing. The Village is working
with the contractor to hammer out
details. He also said recent provincial
announcements indicate restrictions
on outdoor recreation activities could
be relaxed, “so we can take another
look at the skate park with some new
signage,” he said.
• See-through barriers seem to
be popping up everywhere to protect
front-line workers, and Kaslo Village
Hall is no exception. While the
municipal offices have been closed
to the public (except by appointment)
since mid-March, they’re about to
reopen for the public to pay their
taxes, amongst other services. But
the Village needs to ensure staff is
protected from viruses.

“As the duration of the pandemic
is uncertain, and social distancing
protocols may become part of dayto-day life, staff recommends that the
safety barriers be made of tempered
glass and installed permanently,” says
a report to council.
The town offices will use proper
tempered glass for the job, as it wears
better than plexiglass and has a nicer
look.
Council approved the project.
The job will cost $3,278 and will
use the services of local business.
Work should be completed in about
three weeks. At least a portion of
the cost may be recoverable through
various COVID-related emergency
funds from other levels of government.
• Council gave its approval to
a plan by the Periwinkle Children’s
Centre to expand the daycare it
operates on leased land in Vimy Park.
A new wing will be added to the

west side of the building to double
the daycare’s capacity. Village staff
has been working with Periwinkle to
ensure the expansion will be contained
on the leased parcel and conforms
to zoning requirements. The initial
plan was approved last February, but
tweaks to the project required further
assent from council. Periwinkle is
considering increasing their license
from 12 to 15 children this coming
September.
Council directed staff to provide a
letter confirming municipal approval
for their license amendment.
• Kaslo Village council quickly
approved sending a letter supporting
Kaslo Search and Rescue’s drive to
become a recognized Class D Fixed
Line or Hoist/Winch Rescue Team.
“We recognize the need for
Kaslo SAR to expand their range of
expertise, with the growing popularity
of the back country for locals and

visitors,” the letter reads. “Having a
local team trained and ready with the
correct equipment to do the job is an
asset to our area.
“We feel this program will
enhance their capabilities and would
like to support their dedication.”
• A group of volunteers from the
Kaslo Outdoor Trails and Recreation
Society plans to clear out some
burdock weed and burrs from along
the River Trail in the area south of
Seventh Street. As any owner of a
long-haired dog has learned to their
chagrin, the velcro-like burdock
burrs are a nuisance to remove from
hair or clothing. The invasive species
spreads aggressively if seeds are left
unchecked. Council let the group
know that the seeds (and any invasive
plants and seeds) can be collected in
clear plastic bags and dropped off at
no charge at the RDCK Kaslo transfer
station.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
A letter from a local businessman
prompted a discussion at Kaslo
Village council on April 28 that
resulted in the formation of a new
committee to oversee the town’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“What is Kaslo planning? If
business stays closed and workers
unemployed how does the Village
expect to collect its taxes on July
1st?,” asked John Eckland of the
Kaslo Hotel. “We need a tax holiday,
and the Village should be applying to
the province for grants to replace the
property taxes it will lose.
“This is respectfully submitted
in the hope of beginning a process
to answer the revenue needs of the
village without burdening taxpayers
who have lost their jobs/ or whose
businesses are stressed by being shut
down due to no fault of their own.”
Councillor Kellie Knoll moved
that the Village form a ‘COVID Crisis
Committee of Council’ after the letter
was discussed.
“It would simply be another form
of communication where we can
gather information from the town,
what business owners are thinking,
what individuals are thinking and
use it to assist our communication
with the provincial and federal
government,” he says.
He said there was a real need for
such a forum.
“If you open your eyes and
look around it’s everywhere,” he
says. “This event has set up a mass
crisis of trauma, basically. It’s been
too fast, too soon, it’s pulled out

people’s livelihood from underneath
them. This is what we’re running
into. We’re hearing, we’re seeing the
tenants that aren’t paying their rent,
we’re seeing individuals who don’t
have money to feed their kids…
“Even if this helps by being a
voice in our community… having

your concerns heard, and maybe
seconded by another individual, is
enough to diffuse some of the tension
and frustration we are going through.”
After a bit of procedural
wrangling – motions like this rarely
come to the floor before councillors
have a chance to consider them –

council approved the committee’s
formation. It will include members
of council, the business community,
and other stakeholders affected by
the crisis.
Knoll has been selected
chairperson and will draw up terms
of reference for the committee.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter
Kaslo’s not-for-profit internet
service provider has some ambitious
plans to expand its high speed
network this summer – if the
COVID-19 pandemic doesn’t get
in the way.
“KiN’s goal is to provide
metropolitan-class gigabit fibre
internet service to every location in
Kaslo and the surrounding North
Kootenay Lake communities,” says a
recent report to Village council from
Kaslo infoNet Society.
KiN has been building its fibreoptic network to North Kootenay
Lake residents since 2014. It
has brought high-speed service
capability from Howser in the north
to Ainsworth in the south, replacing
its previous wireless service with
fibreoptic cable.
This summer, it hopes to
complete its project to service all of
Kaslo with fibre.
KiN spokesperson Tim Ryan said
three areas of town – part of Lower
Kaslo, the Allen subdivision and the
commercial strip along Highway 31
South – will see the cable installed
over the next few months. That
amounts to about 200 homes, he said.
“The kind of technology and
speeds used in data centres will then
be available to our subscribers,” he
says.
KiN has budgeted about $600,000
for this summer’s work, and other
expansion projects over the next two
years. It will hire four to five extra
staff for the summer work, Ryan said.
The project will be financed
with grants from various levels of
government and user subscription
fees.

With the service, Kaslo internet
users will receive a minimum
capacity of 1 Gbps (gigabyte per
second) and a maximum capacity
of 10 Gbps. The installed fibre has
a capability of carrying 100 Gbps.
The faster the speeds and bigger the
carrying capacity, the better video,
phone and other services the society
can provide.
In coming years, KiN plans

‘last mile’ projects in Shutty Bench,
Argenta, Johnson’s Landing, and
other communities. ‘Last mile’ is a
phrase used in the internet service
industry that refers to the final leg of
a telecommunications link from the
main signal trunk to the end-user, or
customer.
Ryan said the cable they will be
laying should supply the region’s
internet needs for several decades.

Kaslo council strikes committee to connect people during COVID-19 crisis

Kaslo internet provider plans fibre network expansion

On April 23, a rockslide about three kilometres north of Ainsworth tore down telephone cables,
affecting 1,000 Telus customers in Kaslo. Telus cell phone, landline and internet service was
down from about 6:30 am to late afternoon.
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Public input open for CBT CIP/AAP grants
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submitted
Public engagement for
the Columbia Basin Trust
Community Initiatives and
Affected Areas Program Funding
(CIP/AAP) is now open on the
Regional District of Central

Kootenay (RDCK) website.
To provide input, visit www.
rdck.ca, go to the Administration
tab, then to Grants, and Columbia
Basin Trust CIP/AAP. This is the
link: https://rdck.ca/EN/main/
administration/grants/columbia-

basin-trust-cip-aap.html
The public engagement
period began May 1 at 8 am and
will end May 11 at 4:30 pm.
Normally, public input
into the grant awards would be
received at community meetings

held throughout the region
every April. Due to the current
restrictions on public gatherings,
staff from the RDCK have
worked closely with Columbia
Basin Trust to develop an online
engagement tool to ensure the

grant process moves forward.
This tool will allow the public to
give their feedback on proposed
projects for the area in which
they live.
Please note that the online
engagement tool is not a voting

system, but a way for the public to
provide the feedback on projects
they feel are most important to the
area they live in. Once collected,
all feedback will be shared
with each area’s adjudication
committee for their review.

submitted
Things are getting back to
business at the RDCK’s waste
disposal facilities.
After the outbreak
of COVID-19, the RDCK
implemented temporary
e m e rg e n c y m e a s u r e s –
prohibiting all but domestic
kitchen waste drop-off for
most residential users.

Now, the temporary
measures are being lifted and
replaced with new measures
to protect site users and staff
while increasing services to
all residents.
In late April the
Ootischenia landfill and
Grohman Narrows transfer
station returned to accepting
payment and all material

types. Nakusp and Balfour
have since followed.
“Safety of our front line
staff and the public is a top
priority, so we appreciate
your patience, kindness,
and understanding as we
implement new measures
to restrict person-toperson contact,” said Uli
Wolf, General Manager of

Environmental Services.
“Please prepare for longer
lines and abide by all site rules
to ensure the continued use of
these facilities.”
All previously accepted
materials, including household
garbage, furniture, yard and
garden, construction and
demolition waste, wood waste,
and scrap metal will once again

submitted
Poor water quality has
prompted the Regional
District of Central Kootenay
(RDCK) to issue a water
quality advisory for users on
the Fauquier water system.
The advisory was issued
April 28 due to a significant
increase in source water
turbidity, or suspended
sediment, that exceeded
federal quality standards.
Turbidity can interfere

with disinfection, limiting
chlorine’s ability to remove
or inactivate viruses,
bacteria such as E-Coli, and
parasites such as Giardia
and Cryptosporidium. The
increase in turbidity can be
attributed to springtime melt
and heavy rain events.
While health risks are
considered low, the RDCK
recommends that children, the
elderly, people with weakened
immune systems, and anyone

seeking additional protection
drink boiled water or a safe
alternative until further notice.
For these at-risk populations,
water intended for drinking,
washing fruits or vegetables,
making beverages or ice, or
brushing teeth should be boiled
for one minute. Boiled water
should then be refrigerated
in a clean, covered container.
Customers could also choose
to use bottled or distilled water,
or water that has been filtered

through a well-maintained
treatment device.
Owners of all public
facilities must post a water
quality notice at all sinks
or drinking water fountains
accessible to the public, or turn
those public water sources off.
When water quality
improves, the advisory will be
lifted. For more information,
contact the RDCK 250-3528171 or visit www.rdck.ca/
water.

be accepted. The free yard and
garden program is underway
and will remain in place until
the end of May across the
district. Temporary measures
restricting material types and
volumes will remain at all nonscaled, volume-based waste
facilities until later in May.
“We are happy to begin
the transition back to more
normal operations and meet
the needs of our community,”

said Tom Newell, RDCK Area
F Director. “The RDCK is
working hard to ensure our
entire community is safe as
we adjust to this ever-changing
landscape. We look forward
to expanding residential and
commercial services in a safe
and kind manner.”
Visit the RDCK website
for updates before visiting a
site with currently restricted
material.

by Jan McMurray
“I want to offer people
good coffee and tea, in ways
that make them smile and
enjoy the day,” says Kevin
Flaherty, owner of newly
opened Hummingbird Tea and
Coffee in Kaslo.
Kevin loves roasting
coffee, and has been wanting
to open a ‘roast to cup’ coffee
shop ever since he and his
partner Donna Gibbons moved
to the Kootenays in 2014.
Last fall, with “a nudge and
support” from Donna, he
started getting serious about it.
After having no success
finding an appropriate
commercial space in Kaslo,
he found a well-equipped
food cart in northern Alberta
and towed it home to Kaslo
one frigid January weekend.
He ripped out the grill and
streamer and replaced them
with a vintage lever espresso
machine.
Kevin’s vision is a small
operation that reflects his
values of community, quality,
and environmental and
economic sustainability for
everyone along the product
chain. In keeping with this
vision, he found sources for
quality products – green coffee
beans, tea, hot chocolate and
organic dairy. The coffee
beans are supplied by wellseasoned coffee brokers who
are able to find great sources
of organic and fair traded
beans, Kevin says. The hot

chocolate is Guatemalan,
crafted by Beth Campbell of
Viva Cacao!, a Slocan Valley
success story. Hummingbird’s
tea supplier is just getting back
into business after a short
COVID shutdown. The milk
is from Kootenay Meadows
Dairy in Creston, and the
dairy-free oatmilk is from
Earth’s Harvest in Vancouver.
“Hummingbird offers
quality beverages, first and
only, and complements the
good food offered by other
businesses in Kaslo,” he says.
“My goal is to add ‘espresso
culture’ to the fabric of great
food, arts and community that
characterize Kaslo and area.”
Kevin was fiddling around
on the cart in his backyard
when the pandemic hit.
“Friends and neighbours

started demanding that I open
for business right away. So,
I opened a little earlier than
planned, and instead of joining
the usually thriving business
district of Front Street in
Kaslo, I was out there alone
– me and the coffee lovers.”
Kevin first roasted coffee
in 1986 in Nicaragua in a
cast iron pan over a charcoal
burner. He has been roasting
for family and friends ever
since.
“It’s my belief that every
community should have local
coffee, local bakery, local
brewery, local local local. And
much of the world is full of
small, micro operations that
meet those needs.”
Kevin gives a shout out to
his landlords, Claire McKinny
and Jeremy Behn, who have

been very supportive. “With
the help of some zealous
community members, we
were able to move the Bird
onto the empty lot between
the liquor store and Front
street Antiques. Opening day
was April 20 and I suspect I
won’t catch up until shutdown
in the fall.”
Kevin says the community
has been very welcoming.
“Lots of people drink coffee
and tea but there is also a bit of
a buzz that comes from sharing
in the start of something new.
“Espresso culture isn’t
really about coffee. It’s about
the short visits, the possibility
but not necessity of sharing a
bit of conversation and then
moving on. The Hummingbird
reflects that, darting in for
nectar and then moving away.”

Removal of material restrictions at some RDCK waste facilities

Water Quality Advisory issued for the Fauquier water system

Hummingbird Tea and Coffee lands on Front Street in Kaslo

Think
spring!
Animal feed for
chickens, horses,
pigs, sheep, dogs,
cats & more
Sump pumps, hoses,
septic tanks & pipe,
fence & fencing
We are limiting people
to 3 customers in the
store at any one time.
Social distancing of 6
feet is required.
Please no sickness
allowed in the store.

Potting soils, flats, inserts,
pots, rakes,
wheelbarrows, wagons
New inventory of fence
posts, manures, soils

#4 sunshine mix spring special

$900.00 for 30 bales/$30 each/ pallet pricing only/
must take whole pallet for this price.
Open 10-4 daily, Closed Good Friday

Front Street
Kaslo BC
Fresh Roasted Espresso and Coffees
Craft Hot Chocolate and Mocha
Fine Teas from around the world.
Quality. Well-Prepared. Any way we can.
Kevin Flaherty welcomes all to Hummingbird Tea and Coffee for quality beverages on Kaslo’s Front Street.

Thank you for your support.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
FREE BOOKS, CDs, DVDs – Every day
all summer. Varied selection. 612 Josephine
St., New Denver. In aid of the NDAC Food
Hamper Society. “Donations welcome.”

CONSTRUCTION

Brian Madill & Kevin Erdos
Building and Renovations
Serving the West Kootenay
Phone: 250-355-0044
email: ValhallaFtF@outlook.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird
250-354-8562

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY to
live your dream and own your own business.
Become the proud owner of the Valley Voice
and a quaint building on the main street of New
Denver. The newspaper business can provide
a modest living for you and your family, and
wonderful community connections. If you
are so inclined, we would love to show you
the ropes and stay as long or as little as you
need us. We have absolutely loved our life
as newspaper people! Give us a call at 250358-7218 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community
Futures to learn about the free Business Plan
workshop open to anyone! And if you’re
eligible, you may also qualify for the SelfEmployment program where you will receive
ongoing business training and coaching and
usually financial support while you start your
business. To learn more call 265-3674 ext.
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

COMPASSION IN THE TIME OF
COVID-19 - a community conversation
complete with PIZZA. Zoom Call, Sunday,
May 17 at 6 pm: join by computer or
landline. Sign up before Monday, May 11
and get a yummy delivery to your door!
Contact Ana, admin@newdenverhospice.
ca, or 250 551-6190. Sponsored by the
COVID Community Action Team & Zion
United Church.

CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
NORDICTRACK EXP1000 used/good
condition. $200. Phone Andrea: 250-358-2280.

GARDENING

ELVENDAL FARM selling vegetable starters.
Pre-order and pick up or come shop. Open
most days. Also drop-off days arranged locally.
Nakusp, at the Farmers’ market Saturdays, New
Denver May 17, and Kaslo May 18 Garden Fest
or not. Be certain we are here before you drive
out, 358-2660. For order worksheets request by
email; kip@netidea.com.

HEALTH

SVSHS’s POPULAR SENIORS’ Chair
Yoga and Feldenkrais relaunches Mondays
and Thursdays with a LIVE FEED at
Facebook.com/SVhousing. May 11 at 10
am. Everyone welcome!
EASY TO KEEP THE DISTANCE - Tai
Chi and Qi Gong for longevity with as
much levity as we can muster! Parks: Brent
Kennedy field, Slocan Park, Winlaw School
playground, Slocan Beach, Silverton Day
Park. Different best times for different places.
We will practice loosening, and strengthening
exercises and specific qi gong for vitality and
health issues. Anyone close to one of these
parks who might want to help form a group,
please contact valhallataichi@gmail.com
and we will organize for mid May. Good for
all ages but 40-50 years olds start-up for the
complex routine of tai chi is recommended.
SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
Sending prayers for your health and wellness.
Stretch, walk, abdominal breathing. Looking
forward to our working together again

for your self care. Jessica Coonen RMT,
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com.
FREE YOGA WITH TYSON in Slocan
Fridays 9:30-11 am * CBT Funded.
Intro Reflexology/Thai Massage $40.
sacredearthsomatics.com * 551-8505.
Classes and bodywork postponed for now.

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED BARISTA for new
coffee shop in Nakusp, BC. Mountain
Top Coffee Co. Send resume to support@
mountaintopcoffeeco.com, 250 999 7619.
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Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

PETS

LOST

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

NOTICES

EAGLEMAN ESTATE, KASLO:
Large property suitable for large garden,
housing development or subdivide into 2
or 3 parcels. Includes 3bdr house & selfcontained bachelor suite. 250-551-2014,
www.eaglemanestate.com.

MY BLUE CANE, decorated with
butterflies. I forgot it at the Crescent Valley
Post Office on April 8. It went missing
between 11:30 am and 1:30 pm. I have a club
foot and osteoarthritis. I need my cane. Please
return it to the Crescent Valley Post Office.
RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-9617. For
NA: New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON
(family): New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.

REAL ESTATE

RENTAL WANTED

CAROL AND 2 DOGS seeking rental
starting August/ September/ October in
New Denver area preferably. Reliable,
responsible, mature adult. Conscious, clean,
active lifestyle. Thank you! cbboccaccio@
gmail.com 780-926-6538.

SERVICES

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales,
installations, service inspection &
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing;
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals,
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace
Ltd. LIMITED SERVICES, CALL FOR
MORE INFORMATION 250-355-0088.
SATELLITE TV & INTERNET Xplornet, Shaw Direct, Area H - antennas,
boosters etc, home theatre, wired & wireless;
James: 250-505-8392 tjamesfree@gmail.
com WILL SERVE SAFELY THROUGH
PANDEMIC.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

• Excavation • Ditching
• Water lines
• Land improvement
• Wildfire Mitigation on
private land

SOLID
PLAN

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall
& Co.

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922

skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
muralsbytim@gmail.com

Serving the Slocan Valley

250-226-7849
250-505-9207

Leaf Cabinetry

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

AVIS
EXCAVATING

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Regular Hours
Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday and Long Weekends

Highland Creek
Contracting
• Excavating • Dump truck •
Premium garden soil • Lawn
installation • Landscaping

Call for a estimate
Pete Schwartz
cell: 250-505-4347

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com
Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

highlandcreekcontracting.com

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Survey on COVID-19 for rural residents
submitted
The Rural Evidence Review team,
in partnership with the BC Rural
Health Network, has created a brief,
anonymous survey to learn from rural
and remote BC communities about
their experiences and responses to
COVID-19.
The survey can be found here:
http://bit.ly/RERCOVID-19. The survey
is available on an ongoing basis, with no
established end date.
The findings will be used to
understand rural community solutions
and resiliency in the face of the
COVID-19 pandemic. They will be
shared with participating rural and
remote BC communities, to support
learning and collaboration across
communities. Additionally, the findings
will be shared with the BC Ministry of
Health and the Health Authorities to
support rural health care planning.
The Rural Evidence Review has
funding under Canada’s Strategy for

Lemon Creek
Lodge &
Campground

Year-round facility

1-877-970-8090

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

HAIR
RECYCLING

Patient-Oriented Research and through
the Rural Coordination Centre of BC
to work with rural citizens to provide
high-quality and useful evidence for

rural health care planning in BC. To do
this, the team asks rural citizens about
the health care priorities that matter
the most to their communities and

shares what they learn with policy- and
decision-makers, and rural communities
across the province. The RER is being
led by Dr. Jude Kornelsen, co-director

of the Centre for Rural Health Research
and associate professor within the
Department of Family Practice at the
University of British Columbia.

submitted
One of a team of 20 student
research assistants at Selkirk College’s
Applied Research & Innovation
Centre (ARIC) in Castlegar, Kayla
Tillapaugh is working on a project for
Kootenay Rockies Tourism to assess
the effectiveness of current wayfinding
and signage in the region.
Looking to enhance the visitor
experience in the region, Kootenay
Rockies Tourism has tasked the student
researchers to provide a detailed
assessment of the current state of
signage and information. In preparation
for a road trip through the Central
Kootenay, Tillapaugh and her research
partner prepared a literature review
based on 14 different studies across

Canada.
They have put together a route
through the region to document
the ease of tourist wayfinding from
community to community and
attraction to attraction. The pair will

travel separately to assess more than
a dozen signage attributes including:
physical condition, clarity, placement,
quality, graphic layout, consistency,
safety and overall impression.
Once they have completed data

collection in the field, the research
assistants will prepare a report and
maps for Kootenay Rockies Tourism
with the overall goal of enhancing
the experience of those who visit the
region.

submitted
BC’s testing COVID-19 strategy has
been expanded to include anyone with cold,
influenza or COVID-19-like symptoms,
however mild.
The symptoms of COVID-19 are similar
to other respiratory illnesses including the
flu and common cold. They include: fever,
chills, cough, shortness of breath, sore throat,
painful swallowing, stuffy or runny nose,
loss of sense of smell, headache, muscle

aches, fatigue, loss of appetite.
While testing has expanded, not
everyone needs a test. COVID-19 testing
is not recommended for people without
symptoms. Interior Health has 14 testing and
assessment centres located across the health
authority: 100 Mile House, Salmon Arm,
Williams Lake, Nelson, Trail, Cranbrook,
Vernon, Kelowna, Kamloops, Penticton,
Revelstoke, Sparwood, Grand Forks, and
Golden.

Testing at these centres is by
appointment. Anyone who needs a test should
call their primary care provider (family doctor
or nurse practitioner) or the closest Interior
Health community testing and assessment
centre directly to arrange a test.
More information, including the contact
information for each of the centres in IH and
how to obtain your results, is available on
our website at https://news.interiorhealth.ca/
news/testing-information/.

Selkirk College research team assessing tourism signage in the region

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

COMING EVENTS

AVA’S
Hair Studio

Alongside Mountainberry

– By Appointment –

250-358-7199

Tuesday THRU Friday

358-7769

21

Expanded COVID-19 testing for people with symptoms

EDUCATION

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

CLEANING

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Your ad could
be here for only
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.
$11.00 + GST

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Nelson

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Your ad
could be
here for
Only $10-$30 only $19.50
+ GST
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

BUYER

GIFTS

Buying old toys
& collectibles
Toys from the 90s or
earlier

Antiques, old book or coin
collections, old video games,
movie posters, Horror VHS
tapes & similar items

Call Sam
250-355-2822

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST
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Op-ed by Minister of Mental Health and Addictions Judy Darcy
The COVID-19 pandemic has
changed almost every aspect of our
lives.
Many of us are living with isolation
and loneliness, financial worries, the
challenges of home-schooling our kids
and working from home, and the fear
of becoming sick with COVID-19.
We’re experiencing increased anxiety,
stress and depression – and sometimes
grief and loss. And many of the things
that traditionally bring us joy have been
put on hold.
Simply asking, “How are you
doing?” has taken on a much deeper
meaning than it did before phrases
like “self-isolation” and “physical
distancing” came into our lives. We
care about one another and are looking
out for each other in thoughtful and
compassionate ways. Many of us
are talking about our individual and
collective mental health like never

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

before.
Each year, one in five Canadians
will experience a mental health
challenge. But in the last few months,
that number is much, much higher. A
recent Angus Reid survey indicates that
half of Canadians say their mental health
has declined during the COVID-19
pandemic and 16% describe themselves
as depressed.
May 4 to 10, 2020, marks Mental
Health Week in Canada – a week to
celebrate, protect and promote mental
health. The theme this year is “social
connection,” and it couldn’t be more
timely.
This year, during Mental Health
Week and beyond, Canadians are being
asked to get real about mental health – to
tell others how they are really feeling
and to reach out for help and connection
when they need it. If we take the time
to hear what people are really saying

when they reply with a simple “fine”
or “okay,” we will connect in ways that
make a real difference to the well-being
of someone who is struggling.
Long before COVID-19 and
physical distancing, our government
recognized how important it is to
expand and strengthen mental health
supports in British Columbia. That’s
why we launched A Pathway to Hope,
BC’s roadmap to creating a system
of mental health and addictions care
that works for everyone. We’ve made
big strides when it comes to mental
health, including increasing access to
low- or no-cost community counselling,
expanding the network of Foundry
youth centres throughout B.C. and
getting started on building child and
youth mental health teams in our school
districts.
As we face this pandemic, we
also know that people who experience

social isolation are at increased risk
of experiencing stress, anxiety and
depression. That’s why we moved
quickly to provide $5 million for virtual
mental health supports for people
around the province, with a focus
on our heroic front-line health care
workers, unsettled young people and
their families, and isolated seniors who
are seeking connection and help with
day-to-day activities.
These initiatives include
BounceBack – a free program for people
experiencing low mood, depression
or anxiety, Foundry Virtual Clinic for
youths aged 12 to 24 and their families,
low- and no-cost community counselling
available in many languages, and the
mobile response team supporting healthcare workers on the front lines of two
public health emergencies: COVID-19
and the continuing overdose crisis.
These unprecedented times are

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
January 11,
H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
Your ad could
2019
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun 226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA
$11.00 + GST
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Watch our FaceBook
Page for updates!
Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Buying/Selling
Gold & Silver
250-353-7844
Tax Returns not
behaving?
Canadian Tax Whisperer
(est. 1983)

A small family-owned &
operated tax and book-keeping
service is taking on new clients.
For by-phone appointments call
on Sunday 12-4 to book.

Temporarily Closed
due to COVID-19

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

Valley Exchange

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
– Bulk Ordering –

challenging our mental health. But
where there is uncertainty and instability,
there is also an opportunity to make
lasting change, and to come back better
and stronger.
More than ever, people are talking
openly and honestly about their
mental health – sharing their stories,
acknowledging their challenges and
reaching out for help. And by talking
about our mental health, we are creating
the vital connections that will help us
through this pandemic and beyond. I
encourage everyone to do their part and
get real about mental health – because
the only way to get through this is
together.
And remember, when someone asks
you how you are, it’s okay to say, “I’m
not okay.”
Government of British Columbia
mental health supports www.gov.bc.ca/
COVID19

250-355-2822

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Sam or Merina
$60/return
Subsidy available for lowincome clients

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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New Denver’s Hidden Garden Gallery to open season with a retrospective of contributors
submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery
(HGG) of New Denver is planning –
tentatively – its 2020 season, to bring
great art to the community while
complying with BC COVID-19
related health directives as they
continue to evolve.
In celebration of the last 20 years
of the gallery’s life, all artists who
have ever shown at the gallery are
invited to participate in ‘20/20 Vision
Celebration Show,’ which will kick
off this year’s summer season. The
show will help raise money for the
gallery through a silent auction of all
the pieces that are submitted. Fifty
percent of sales will go to the artist
and 50% to the gallery.
The HGG is also building an
online show and sale in case of

cancellations of the physical show
due to health restrictions.
Special care and modifications in
practice will ensure alignment with
health directives and safeguard the
well-being of all artists and guests
while visiting the gallery.
The popular opening night artist
receptions will not be planned this
year, as they pose physical distancing
challenges, potentially risking
COVID-19 community spread.
The gallery’s mission has
always been to create and maintain
a welcoming space where artists and
the community can come together to
foster creativity and inspiration.
A small venue, the Hidden
Garden hosts 10 week-long art
shows, with receptions featuring
local musicians each summer. The

by Kathy Provan
A community initiative has
raised funds for the New Denver grad
class and the food hamper program
– and could possibly save some lives
in the process.
The fundraising drive by the
Community COVID Action Team
(CCAT) has seen 280 ‘made in New
Denver area’ face masks sold, raising
over $1,400. About $950 was raised
at a table set up outside New Market
Foods on the last weekend of April,
and the rest is from sales at the New
Denver Community Pharmacy.
CCAP plans to donate some
of the funds to the grad class and

some to the food hamper program.
A portion will be withheld to support
some COVID-related contingencies.
At the April 28 council meeting,
Councillor Colin Moss thanked New
Market Foods and New Denver
Community Pharmacy for letting
them use their space. He said there
was a “great volunteer spirit” at the
New Market table, and CCAT had
no trouble finding people to station
the booth.
The masks were made by Kathy
Provan of Sew Much More, the
Quilters guild and other volunteers.
Volunteers also helped organize the
production and sales of the masks.

Fundraiser finds success
selling COVID face masks

The sale of COVID face masks raised $950 at a table set up outside New Market Foods on the
last weekend of April.

Clarice Caywood

Clarice Caywood passed away
peacefully at the age of 89.
She loved and lived life to its
fullest. Every moment an opportunity and every cloud had
a silver lining. No matter what
life brought her, she embraced
it with grace and optimism. Although we are heartbroken, we
are filled with memories of her
warmth and love for everyone
who crossed her path. We are
also blessed by the knowledge
that mom was so well loved
and looked after by Dr. Musaji,
Georgie, Michelle and all of the care home staff in Kalso. We
will miss you, but you are forever in our hearts… love your
daughters (Christy and Bonnie), your son-in-law (Greg), and
your grandchildren (Micah, Jocelyn, Bruce, Megan and Cody).

gallery also sponsors a series of
movie nights, life drawing sessions
and ‘Food for Thought’ lectures
at Knox Hall in New Denver
throughout the winter months,
as well as various other outreach
activities with Lucerne School and
the surrounding community.
The gallery does not usually
take a commission for work sold
by the artists that exhibit in the

space, instead relying on grants and
generous donations from patrons and
visitors to the gallery.
The HGG was founded by a
small group of art lovers in the year
2000. Rosalie Bird, Burgin Jacobs
and Jana Schellenberg came together
to create what would become the
Hidden Garden Gallery, which has
consistently worked to serve the
community of New Denver and the

West Kootenay. The society was
formed and witnessed by Webb
Cummings, Trevor Harrop and Anne
Champagne on October 10, 2000.
For more information on
submission criteria and application
forms, contact Debbie Hicks at
dlhicks5@telus.net or visit www.
hiddengardengallery.ca.
The submission deadline is May
30, 2020.
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Fine photography by Slocan Valley artist launches Studio Connexion’s 2020 season
submitted
Some things are going to be the
same for Studio Connexion’s 2020
summer season. And of course, because
of the pandemic, some things will be
quite different.
Every year gallery owner Anne
Beliveau likes to have at least one
photographer display their work. And
she also likes to have at least one artist
from the Slocan Valley. She achieves

both goals with her very first exhibition
of the year.
“We are very fortunate to have fine
photographer Ursula Abresch back with
us for the 2020 Summer Exhibitions
Series,” says Beliveau. “Last year’s
show was so successful, and Ursula
has such an interesting technique, we
think the public will enjoy seeing more
of her work.”
Her new show is titled ‘Playfull

Welcome to our 12th gallery season
May 15-30		
June 2-20		
June 23-July 11
July 14-Aug.1
August 4-22
Aug.25-Sept.12
Sept. 15-Oct.10

II’ and her photographs illustrate
movement in nature. The images were
taken in the Slocan Valley and around
Nakusp.
Since there are special restrictions
in these unusual times, the first show
will be by appointment – including the
opening reception. People attending
will have one-on-one encounters with
the photographer.
“It’s a unique opportunity to meet
and greet the artist,” says Beliveau.

Mostly self-taught, Abresch’s
inspiration comes from the works of
Art Wolfe, Courtney Milne and Man
Ray. She is also drawn to the paintings
of Lawren Harris, Georgia O’Keefe and
Paul Klee to name a few.
She is a proud member of the Pacific
Art Group with 16 other photographers
from around the world. Selected images
go to various galleries, private collectors
and the home décor market.
Visiting the gallery this summer is

Ursula Abresch
Barbara Maye
Patricia Palmer
Allan Dunfield
Betty Fahlman
M.-C.Claveau
Charlene & Michael Duncan

Gallery Open ONLY by Appointment: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm 250.265.8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

Detail from one of Ursula Abresch’s photographs

joldhamfinehomes.com
“When You Want It Done Right”

Having trouble
acquiring a new
home construction
permit?

In loving memory of Sally Jean Lamare

We can
Help.

September 24, 1939 – April 19, 2020

The world lost a shining light the morning of Sunday, April 19th, when Sally Lamare (née
Michler) died suddenly in her bedroom at the age of 80. “Ma Sally” was a loving wife, mother,
grandma, sister, aunt, cousin, friend and a vibrant member of the New Denver community.
She will be deeply missed by her two remaining children and their spouses: her second son
Steve (Karen) and her daughter Diana (Dennis); her six grandchildren: Madison (Travis),
William, Jake, Kelsey, Alison and Gemma; her two great grandchildren: Skyler and Cash; her
younger brother John (Cvetka); her nieces and nephews: David, Nancy and Brian (Lisa); all
her in-laws and nieces and nephews on Barry’s side; and her close friend Tommy. She also
touched the lives of countless friends, colleagues and neighbours. Sally was predeceased
by Barry, her lifelong love and husband of nearly 51 years, her first son Joey, her father
Harold Michler, and her mother Carolyn (Quixley) (Michler) Kline.
Sally was born in Glendale, California, and raised in the San Fernando Valley. At the
sweet age of 16, Sally met Barry, fell in love, and they graduated together from Van Nuys
High School in 1957. A year later, they were married, on October 25, 1958, and then got
busy having babies in 1959 (Joey), 1963 (Steve) and 1965 (Diana). In 1973, all three of
her kids proudly watched her walk across the stage when she graduated from university
with a major in art, a minor in English and a teaching certificate. When they immigrated to
Canada in 1975, they left Los Angeles far behind and created a new life in Perry Siding,
BC, where they built a home, raised their kids, cows and chickens, grew a thriving organic
garden and began their woodworking business “What Knot Works.” Sally’s colourful name
hangings now dangle from hundreds of walls from Winlaw to Waikiki. Sally also kept busy
as an energetic and encouraging substitute teacher until she retired from teaching at age
65. In 1992, they moved to New Denver, where Sally quickly became an active member of
the community and cheerfully attended every party, parade, potluck and protest right until
the day before she died.
Sally made her mark simply by being Sally. She was known for calling everyone on their
birthday and/or anniversary every year, handing out balloons, flowers and Werther’s candies,
buying cookies and muffins at the Apple Tree and then giving them away, supporting any
and all local artists, buying every book written about the community, and always having dog
treats in her pockets and a flower in her hair. She has left a heart-shaped hole in all of us,
but it is comforting to know she is reunited with Barry and Joey at long last.
A celebration of Sally’s life will be planned for a later date when the Canada-US border
reopens and we can finally hug one another again. In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made in Sally’s memory to the Carpenter Creek Last Wishes Society, Kootenay Co-op Radio
107.5 FM or the Heart & Stroke Foundation of Canada. It only seems appropriate to end this
the same way Sally always ended a phone call: “Thank you…I love you.”

Contact Jesse Oldham
(licenced
HPO Builder)
   

For all your New Home
Construction & General
Contracting
Needs!

Servicing New
Denver, Nakusp,
Kaslo & Slocan
area

(cell # 250 551 2593)
2593) • Jesseoldham@hotmail.com

by appointment only. To see the show,
contact the gallery at 250-265-8888 to
book a time for your visit, or to take part
in the ‘one-on-one’ opening reception
on Friday May 15 from 5 to 8 pm.
Studio Connexion Art Gallery is
open from 11 am to 4 pm. It’s located in
the heart of Nakusp at 203 Fifth Avenue
NW just two and a half short blocks
from Broadway Street.

CORRECTION &
CLARIFICATION

We published an article in our
April 23 issue, ‘Medical experts say
COVID-19 mortality rate actually very
low.’ A better headline would have
been, ‘Data on COVID-19 death rates
confusing and conflicting.’
In the article, we reported that
Iceland has been able to test virtually
all of its residents for COVID-19. In
fact, as of April 4, about 6% of Iceland’s
residents had been tested.
We also reported, using Dr. John
Ioannidis of Stanford University as a
source, that Iceland’s testing revealed
a .003% fatality rate, which is less than
seasonal flu (0.1%). This comparison is
misleading, as it uses the mortality rate
for COVID-19 – which is calculated
by dividing the number of COVID-19
deaths by the total population of Iceland
– and the case fatality rate for the
seasonal flu – calculated by dividing the
number of flu deaths by the number of
tested cases. Comparing the mortality
rate with the case fatality rate is like
comparing apples to oranges.
The article also stated that Dr.
Anthony Fauci, President Trump’s
chief medical advisor, placed the overall
mortality rate for COVID-19 at about the
same rate as seasonal flu. In fact, Dr. Fauci
wrote in an editorial published February
28 in the New England Journal of
Medicine, “This suggests that the overall
clinical consequences of Covid-19 may
ultimately be more akin to those of a
severe seasonal influenza (which has a
case fatality rate of approximately 0.1%)
or a pandemic influenza (similar to those
in 1957 and 1968) rather than a disease
similar to SARS or MERS, which have
had case fatality rates of 9 to 10% and
36%, respectively.” Since then, on March
11, Dr. Fauci stated that COVID-19 has
a mortality rate 10 times the seasonal flu.

