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COVID-19 pandemic has New Denver Medical Clinic “on high alert”

by Jan McMurray
With the COVID-19 coronavirus
spreading quickly throughout the province,
the New Denver Medical Cinic is “on high
alert, but everything is good so far,” reported
Dr. Chuck Burkholder on March 20. “I think
people are heeding the advice to stay home
as much as possible.”
Dr. Burkholder said all routine
appointments at the clinic are being
cancelled. However, follow-ups can be done
by phone. “We’re really trying to limit face to
face contact unless people are sick,” he said.
Patients who require a refill of their
regular medications do not need to visit a
doctor or nurse practitioner for an updated
prescription. Instead, a pharmacist can
provide patients with a refill or emergency
supply of their medications.
Many people are experiencing anxiety
during this unprecedented time. Dr.
Burkholder says there are a lot of self-help
online resources for this (www.cdc.gov),
but severe anxiety is a legitimate reason to
go to the clinic.
Anyone with respiratory symptoms
should take the self-test online (www.bccdc.
ca), Dr. Burkholder said, or call the Nurse
Line at 811. If you have any symptoms,
the self-test will instruct you to call your
doctor or 811. Doctors and 811 nurses can
refer people to a testing centre if deemed
necessary. Burkholder says there are testing
centres in Nelson and Trail – but not in the

hospitals, as people are being encouraged to
stay away from hospitals unless absolutely
necessary.
“Not everyone who wants to be tested
will be tested,” Burkholder said. People with
no symptoms or mild symptoms probably
won’t be referred for testing. People who
are sick enough for hospitalization will be
referred for testing, and health care workers
and long-term care residents with symptoms
will be prioritized for testing.
“There’s quite a worldwide shortage
of swabs and a lack of personnel qualified
to do the testing,” he explained. “Results
take multiple days, so the testing is more
useful for public health purposes than for
individual cases.”
People are being advised to wash their
hands frequently with soap and water or hand
sanitizer, avoid touching their faces, practice
social distancing (stay two metres away from
others), and stay home if they’re not feeling
well. Public health officials urge anyone who
has travelled to a foreign country to selfisolate for 14 days, staying away from work
or school and going out only for essential
errands, such as obtaining medication or
food, and with a mask or tissues.
On March 17, there were 7 cases in the
Interior Health region and 186 cases in BC.
On March 23, there were 30 in IH and 472
in BC. As of 10 am on March 23, 13 British
Columbians with the virus had died. The
first presumptive case was confirmed in BC

on January 27.
Provincial Health Officer Dr. Bonnie
Henry declared a public health emergency on
March 17. This allows her to act swiftly to the
rapidly changing situation and to enact orders
to protect British Columbians. The first time
a public health emergency was declared in
BC was in 2016, in response to the overdose
crisis. On March 18, a provincial state of
emergency was declared to support the public
health officer. Provincial states of emergency
were declared in 2017 and 2018, in response
to wildfires.

The government has suspended K-12
learning in all classrooms. A decision on when
and how to return will be made in partnership
with school districts and independent schools.
Travel has been severely restricted.
Dr. Henry has banned mass gatherings of
more than 50 people. Businesses with liquor
primary licenses (bars, pubs, nightclubs, etc.)
have been ordered to close. All restaurants
have had to move to take-out or delivery only,
or close. All personal service establishments,
such as barbershops, beauty parlours, health
spas and massage studios have been ordered

to close.
These measures are having a huge
impact on the economy. Both the federal
and provincial governments have announced
economic response plans. Check websites for
the federal Department of Finance and the
Office of the BC Premier for details.
1 888 COVID-19 has been launched
to provide non-clinical information about
COVID-19. This number is available seven
days a week, from 7:30 am to 8 pm, in over
110 languages. People can also text 604-6300300 for non-clinical support.

Nakusp Secondary skiers and snowboarders competed in the provincials at Panorama in Invermere March 2-4. The NSS girls’ snowboard team
came in fourth out of nine teams, and the girls’ ski team came in ninth out of 12 teams. Dustin Lasseter also competed in snowboard and placed
28th out of 53 boy snowboarders. Pictured here is the ski team. Back - Livia Hibberson, Taylor Aeichele (coach), Oriah Leeson, Cheyenne
Tourand. Front - Brooklyn Schiller , Ava Harrison , Maia Ballard.

The Valley Voice needs your help

Supporting each other is what we do in our Kootenay communities. Now more than ever before, we need to do what we can to help
each other through. The Valley Voice is reaching out to ask for your support to help us continue publishing during this tough time.
Please consider sending us a voluntary subscription (suggested $5-$50) – by e-transfer to valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca or by cheque to
Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver V0G 1S0 or via PayPal. THANK YOU!!!
PLEASE NOTE that we may have to temporarily suspend our print edition and publish our digital edition only.
Watch www.valleyvoice.ca and our FaceBook page for updates.
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Fatal mobile home fire in Burton
submitted
RCMP and the BC Coroners
Service are investigating the
circumstances surrounding a mobile
home fire in Burton on March 7. A
deceased individual was located
inside the home during a search of
the premises following the blaze.
Shortly after 9:30 pm on March

Animal feed for
chickens, horses,
pigs, sheep, dogs,
cats & more
Sump pumps, hoses,
septic tanks & pipe,
fence & fencing
We are limiting people
to 5 customers in the
store at any one time.
Social distancing of 6
feet is required.
Please no sickness
allowed in the store.

7, the Nakusp RCMP responded to
a report of a fully engulfed mobile
home structure fire in the 5300 block
of Highway 6 in Burton. The Burton
Fire Brigade also responded.
An area resident discovered the
blaze when they heard some noises
coming from the mobile home and
went to investigate. Sadly, they

Think spring!
Potting soils, flats,
inserts, pots, rakes,
wheelbarrows,
wagons
4” azaleas, lilies,
roses, primula, cut
flower bouquets

#4 sunshine mix spring special

$900.00 for 30 bales/$30 each/ pallet pricing only/
must take whole pallet for this price.

The Valley Voice March 26, 2020

weren’t able to safely gain entry
inside the home, but managed to call
for emergency assistance, states Cpl.
Jesse O’Donaghey, spokesperson
for the RCMP Southeast District.

The BC Coroners Service
has been notified and is now
investigating. The Coroners
Service’s fact-finding investigation
will look to determine who died

how, where, when and by what
means.
Due to the privacy of the
deceased, under the Coroners Act,
the deceased’s name will not be

released.
At this stage of the investigation,
criminality is not suspected in the
blaze or in the individual’s sudden
death, adds Cpl. O’Donaghey.

submitted
The BC Coroners Service
has postponed the inquest into the
death of Peter John De Groot, in
response to the provincial public
health measures currently in place to
help contain the spread of the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19).
The inquest was scheduled
to begin on May 19, 2020, at the
Rossland Courthouse.

The BC Coroners Service will
reschedule the inquest once all
COVID-19 public health measures
are no longer required.
The decision to postpone the
inquest is in line with the Supreme
Court of British Columbia’s approach
to COVID-19. As part of the court’s
efforts to prevent the spread of
COVID-19, the chief justice of
the Supreme Court of British

Columbia has ordered the closure
of all courthouses and suspension
of all regular operations, effective
immediately, until further notice.

All regular hearings are adjourned.
Further details concerning urgent and
emergency matters, and the running
of timelines, will follow shortly.

In ‘Slocan Valley resident
recovering from snowmobile
accident’ in our last issue, we
reported that Judy Kanigan
was with the Slocan Valley

Snowmobile Association group on
the day Sharon Milton was injured.
In fact, it was Jody Kanigan.
Also, we reported that when Lee
Bontje arrived at the Snowwater/
Powdercats staging area to ask
for help, the Powdercats guests
were loading onto the snowcat
to return to base. This is what we
had understood from Neil Milton’s
account of the story, which he
sent to us by email. However, the
Miltons say that the Powdercats
guests had already left the
mountain when Lee arrived to ask
for help. When we contacted Patric
Maloney, owner of Snowwater
Heli Skiing, to check with him,
he just reiterated that it is not the
job of the company to respond
to public rescues. Although the
company has responded to many
public rescues, their obligation is
to their staff and guests. It is the job
of local Search and Rescue teams
to respond to public rescues.

Inquest postponed into death of Peter John De Groot
CORRECTION

The Annual General Meeting of the Area H North TV
Society which was scheduled for 7 pm, March 30, 2020
has to be cancelled to maintain social distancing, slow the
spread of COVID-19 and because the Knox Hall is closed
to public events.
If you have any questions or comments about the operation of
the Society, or wish to see the financial statements for the year
ending December 31, 2019, please email me at <aardsaw@
gmail.com> and the other directors and I will try to answer
your questions.
DAVID EVEREST, Board Chair, Area H North TV Society
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Area H opinion poll shows majority support for dog control, noise control and unsightly premises bylaws
by Jan McMurray
Results are in from the Area H
(Slocan Valley) opinion poll on dog
control, noise control and unsightly
premises bylaws, with a slight majority
in favour of all three.
The dog control bylaw was
supported by 53% of all respondents, and
the noise control and unsightly premises
bylaws were each supported by 54% of
respondents.
About 2,400 packages were sent out,
and a total of 902 were received back,
for a response rate of 40%. There were
692 mailed responses and 210 online
responses.
The RDCK board received the

results of the opinion poll at its March
meeting, and directed staff to do an indepth analysis on a dog control bylaw
for all of Area H, and to prepare an
amendment to the RDCK noise bylaw
to include Area H and Area I (rural
Castlegar).
Area H Director Walter Popoff
said the “service case analysis” for the
dog control bylaw would determine the
estimated costs of the service to Area
H residents through taxation. He said
staff would look into the possibility of
sharing the costs with the Villages, if
they are interested in joining the service.
The Village of Slocan has expressed
interest, he said.

“There are reports being received
by the Regional District of dangerous
dogs and incidents of residents being
bitten, so I feel a bylaw is appropriate
because it’s a public safety issue,”
Popoff said. “If we bring in a bylaw, it
will be complaint driven – there won’t
be officers on patrol. A bylaw would
enable the RCMP to provide assistance
to our Bylaw Enforcement Officers and
contractors, too. Right now, they have no
authorization to do that, although they’ve
been helpful in addressing dangerous
dog issues.”
Popoff explained that complaints
about dangerous dogs would be handled
by RDCK Bylaw Enforcement Officers

submitted
The RDCK shaved more than $1.25
million off of its proposed 2020 budget
at the March board meeting.
“There has been an urgent request
prior to budget adoption to reduce
taxation to assist residents and business
owners who will be in the throes of
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic
when tax bills are due,” says RDCK
CAO Stuart Horn in a written report to
the board.
The budget changes include the
deferral of capital projects representing
a savings of $530,300; deferral of
short-term loan payments of $121,200;
a reduction of director travel budgets
for conferences and other travel in the
amount of $121,000; the postponement
of two planned new positions; and the
deferral, reduction or postponement
of a number of other projects and
expenditures.
The two positions that have been
postponed are a Purchasing Agent and

a General Manager of Finance, IT, and
Economic Development. The hiring of
a Purchasing Agent will be reconsidered
no earlier than April 1, 2021. The hiring
of a General Manager of Finance, IT
and Economic Development will be
reconsidered no earlier than November
this year. CAO Stuart Horn has been
covering the duties of a General Manager
of Finance since 2017, when these duties
were rolled into the CAO position as a
temporary measure.

closely with the Columbia Basin Trust
to explore an online engagement tool.
More information will be available
soon, and applicants will be notified
by email. For the most up-to-date
information, visit the website: http://
rdck.ca/cip-aap.

RDCK reduces 2020 budget, cancels public
meetings, closes facilities in response to COVID-19

Don Cherry

Hockey Night in Canada is the name
of the game
Without Don Cherry’ll never be the same
Goalie David Ayres laid his claim to fame
Ron MacLean should hang his head in
shame…
Two thumbs up to support his mate
Then weaseled out that sealed his fate
Who’ll be remembered at the end of
the day
I think Cherry. What do you all say…
Back in ’87 I remember the game
Dave Hodge the host remember his name
Flipped his pen and should have said
more
But CBC showed him the door…
He had the guts to say what we felt
What they did to him boy it smelt…
Some may be Rednecks but it’s a rough
game
But we all love hockey just the same
You may not agree with all Don said
But without his colour first intermission
is dead…
Remember this, that it’s just a show
If they have low ratings “out the door
they’ll go”
The time is waning so watch the clock
Money talks. And “Bull” only walks…
If we all stop watching Hockey Night
flack
Maybe they’ll get it and bring Cherry
back…
The first one to stand and support our
troops

CBT CIP/AAP PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT
MEETINGS
CANCELLED

All public engagement meetings for
the Columbia Basin Trust Community
Initiatives Program and Affected
Areas Program (CBT CIP/AAP) are
cancelled. However, the grant process
will move forward. Public engagement
is an integral part of the CBT CIP/AAP
process, and RDCK staff are working

His commentary kept them in the loop
What kind of message does this now send
Lose their support voice For us they
defend…
Fighting overseas and places afar
Watching Hockey Canada in Canada
down in Khandahar…
We all live in the land of the free
They stand on guard for you and me
Al Mills
Slocan

ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICES TO BE
CLOSED TO THE
PUBLIC

All RDCK offices were closed
to the public as of end of day on
Friday, March 20, until further notice.
Many staff will work from home,
and some will remain in the office to
address public needs by phone. RDCK
services will continue to operate to serve
residents and businesses, including
building inspection services and permit
issuance. The application of health and
safety protocols to effectively respond
to COVID-19 may result in further
changes to operations. Visit the RDCK
website: www.rdck.ca for up-to-date
information regarding office hours and
changes to our operations.

All community complexes and
recreation facilities and programs
operated by the RDCK, including the
New Denver Fitness Centre, were
suspended at the close of business on
Monday March 16. The closures will be
in place until further notice, for at least
four weeks.

our descendents think we’re stupid

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

FISH SENSES

All fish pick up low-frequency sounds
through their bodies and/or an internal
‘ear.’ Dense skull bones sense particle
motion. Gas-filled swim bladders connect
to middle ear bones. Hair-like cilia run in
lateral lines down their sides to pick up
particle motion and pressure gradients
in the water, helping fish hold together
in tightly synchronized schools. Human
ears evolved from fish gills.

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

slocanlakess.com

Of the approximately 2400 opinion
poll packages that were sent out in the
mail, 125 were ‘returned to sender.’
Popoff said this is a concern to him, and
the RDCK’s GPS staff would be looking
into it. He explained that the addresses
come from BC Assessment.
“When we were reviewing the
addresses, we noticed some still had
rural route and site numbers, but I didn’t
want to delay the process any further.
I requested this survey in September
2018,” Popoff said.
He added that 125 surveys is a very
small percentage of the total number sent
out, and that the 40% return rate made for
reliable results.
Any residents who want to provide
change of address information should
contact BC Assessment, Popoff said.

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Recreation Complexes

our ancestors thought we were crazy

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

(BEOs), who assign the complaints to
animal control officers on contract with
the RDCK. The BEOs are not equipped
to deal with dangerous dogs, whereas the
contractors are.
Amending the RDCK Noise Bylaw
to include Area H is straightforward,
Popoff said, and won’t add costs to
residents. All rural residents already pay
into the costs of Bylaw Enforcement
Officers, who deal directly with noise
complaints.
“With the raves that are happening in
the Slocan Valley, a noise bylaw would
complement a special events permitting
bylaw, which is in the works. This is
an opportune time to have our noise
bylaw amended to include Area H,”
Popoff said.
Popoff explained that no action was
taken on the unsightly premises bylaw
because he feels the existing RDCK
bylaw is not a great fit for rural residents.
He said he’d be talking to RDCK staff
about this before he takes any further
steps towards an unsightly premises
bylaw.
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(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Mary Joy O’Bryan
(née Preston)
April 22, 1947 to
February 27, 2020

The O’Bryan clan sadly announces the
loss of our beloved Mom and Oma,
Mary O’Bryan, who was taken from us
suddenly on February 27th. Mary grew
up in Creston, BC, but was part of the
Silverton/New Denver community for
37 years until moving to Prince George
for health and family. Some might remember her as Silverton’s unofficial
florist, creating and donating floral arrangements for every occasion, or
recall her brief stint as one of Lucerne School’s most popular substitute
teachers, or as a friendly face behind the counter at Home Hardware and
later Mountainberry, among other places.
She leaves behind her older brother Donald Preston; her four children, their
spouses, and six grandchildren: Janice O’Bryan; Julie O’Bryan & Kevin
Phillips and grandson Riley; Eric & Dana O’Bryan and grandsons Hayden
and Liam; and Dan & Susan O’Bryan, grandson Connor and granddaughters
Cara and Hannah, along with many loving friends.
One of her proudest accomplishments was the yard and garden she planted
and landscaped at the home in Silverton she shared with her partner, Chris
Latto. Her lilac tree, tulip tree, and yellow wisteria tree are truly spectacular
in the spring, and we hope will be Mom’s lasting artistic legacy that everyone
can enjoy for years to come.
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Surviving COVID-19

It’s a strange time to be publishing a community newspaper. Normally this
is a time of year where business picks up. Garden supplies, spring fashions,
events and public meetings need to be advertised. Reporters need to write
stories about the things that we’re doing. There’s a lot of news going on,
and a lot of advertising.
Not so this year. COVID-19 has largely shut all of that down. The wheels
of commerce have ground to a halt. While local politics continue through
video links, the spirited public meetings that we so enjoy covering are, for the
moment, a thing of the past. The Arts and Cultural events that we showcase
every two weeks have been cancelled.
Necessarily that makes for a smaller paper.
COVID-19 is a difficult story for a newspaper like the Valley Voice to
cover. New developments are happening every hour. We go to press on
Monday night. You don’t get the paper until Thursday. It would be wrong to
bury our heads in the sand and pretend that it’s not happening. But we can’t
cover the story adequetely. By the time that you get the paper, much of the
information will be obselete.
Over the coming weeks we plan to increase our web presence. Expect
semi-regular updates on our FaceBook page. We intend to continue our print
edition for as long as possible. Many of our readers rely on the print edition
for their local news. However, distribution will have to change.
We’ll continue to mail the paper to everyone who lives in the area, but
are discontinuing our drop-offs at local businesses for the duration of the
crisis. If stopping in at your local coffee shop on Thursday morning to have
a java and read the Valley Voice has become a ritual for you, we apologize.
If our supply networks break down, we will continue to publish on-line.
Thank you for your on-going support of local, independent journalism.
Keep those voluntary subscriptions, paid advertising, letters to the editor,
press releases and news tips coming.
Dan Nicholson, publisher

Rome is burning

Starting right now, all those
entitled people going on cruises
should be fined. Being that those
megaships are the bane of the
oceans, and being that we always
feel the need to flee our lives of
relative luxury, getting rescued off
the ships seems like an absurd act of
government benevolence. We have
humans living in dire conditions in
this nation. Just when are we going
to invest in our neighbours without
expecting a return of oh more fun.
Just when are we going to stop
wanting more and more and having
to flee all that accumulated stuff, and
needing more superficial pictures to
post on Facebook, never satisfied.
Rome is burning. We keep on

fiddling.

Angelica Herlihy
Grand Forks

Where is COVID-19 in the
Interior Health region?

I feel like we are being kept in the
dark. I look for information that tells me
where the virus is. I am concerned and not
knowing makes me worry! Why is this
information not available to us? I think
the lack of information is making us much
more paranoid. We don’t need to know the
exact location, just approximately where
it is. The number in the IH region is nine
today. Likely that means there are at least
18-27 people in insolation who have it.
But who really knows how many more
because we are in the dark!
Jeanette Lee
Edgewood

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Dear readers, the Kaslo Hotel is open to provide
accommodations. Like all other dine in restaurants in BC, our
pub is closed until the COVID19 crisis is over. We look forward
to being open and seeing and serving you in the near future.
The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Silverton
Campground trees

On March 4, 2020, at approximately
3:20 am, a tree from the Silverton
Campground fell over onto our house
and almost killed my wife, Barb.
When called at about 3:30 am,
Leonard Casley (Village foreman) and
Derek Hicks (fire chief) responded
immediately. Later, with Mel DeRosa,
they worked very hard to tarp the roof
and later clean up debris so we could get
in and out of our house. Huge thanks,
guys.
Mayor Clarke said that the trees that
fell had huge root balls. He made it sound
like the wind was the only reason they
fell. How could he know? When Barb
asked the mayor and the CAO to come
down for a first-hand look, she was told
they had pictures and didn’t need to look.
At the March council meeting a
week later, I was told council had no
idea what they were going to do about
the campground trees. What was most
disgusting, though, was that they hadn’t
even had a meeting about the issue. Barb
almost died! A week later all the Village
had done was send a letter denying any
liability.
Our lives and campers’ lives are at
risk. We have asked many times about

root rot and were told the trees were safe.
Well it almost took a death to prove it,
but now we know. It was root rot! And
the root balls aren’t huge.
Councillor Main, Mayor Clarke, and
CAO Elliott all need to resign. I have
many reasons why if anyone would care
to talk about it.
Don Broughton
Silverton

Settlers have
responsibility to support
Indigenous autonomy

What do genocidal practices
against Indigenous people, ecocidal
exploitation of natural resources and
the omnicidal effects of climate change
and pollution have in common?
During the Wet’suwet’en
resistance, many of their spokespeople
have insisted that this is not a pipeline
protest. I take them at their word. Five
centuries of colonial land theft, exotic
diseases, physical and economic
violence and, in this region, extinction
by legislation of the Sinixt are reason
enough to block a road.
The Trudeau government’s
failure to acknowledge Indigenous
sovereignty, despite the legal and
moral imperative to do so, and his
recognition of colonially installed
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government structures over the
hereditary leadership gives the
lie to the Canadian government’s
illusion of ‘reconciliation.’ Premier
Horgan’s declaration that the project
through unceded Indigenous land will
proceed, no matter what, confirms
that the NDP along with the Liberals
and Conservatives are enthusiastic
supporters of the destructive corporate
development agenda. And the
continued deployment of militarized
police forces clearly demonstrates the
government’s intent to protect those
corporate interests with lethal force.
The natural gas they want to pump
over Wet’suwet’en territory is not the
benign substance their public relations
program would have us believe it is.
‘Natural’ gas may be free of toxic
compounds found in coal and oil,
but it still produces carbon dioxide
when burned. And, it is produced by
fracking, leaving destroyed water
sources and destabilized land behind.
The BC government’s pipe dream of
a provincial money machine based on
this project, even in the unlikely event
that it pans out, comes at great expense
to many people, not to mention the
atmosphere.
As settlers on other people’s
land we have, at the least, the moral
responsibility to support Indigenous
struggles for autonomy and sovereignty
over their lands. As human beings, who
need clean water and air to live, we
have a human responsibility to end our
massive contribution to climate change
and the production of pollution.
What do genocide, ecocide and
omnicide have in common?
Extinction and death… that’s
what.
Jim Herring
Nakusp
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Respect our
elders - in
response to Pat
Mackle

With all due respect...
When our European elders
colonized this land, they
brought smallpox, alcohol,
and total disregard for the laws
of nature that had sustained
our Indigenous elders for
thousands of years.
Like all colonizers, our
European ancestors did NOT
allow their forced subjects
freedom of speech, freedom of
religion, or even the freedom to
raise their own children. Any
change in that has come about
only very recently.
To expect Indigenous
people to shut up and be
grateful shows a lack of
understanding of history, and
also of the current reality for
many Indigenous communities,
who have not been allowed
the opportunity to ‘enjoy’ the
infrastructure and lifestyle that
was and continues to be forced
on them.
And now we are starting to
see the ultimate fragility of that
Natural-Law-defying lifestyle,
as it crumbles under the weight
of a microscopic virus.
So yes, please respect your
elders – Indigenous, European,
or otherwise – and learn from
their mistakes as well as their
wisdom.
Sarah Lawless
Kaslo

employees, have laid them off,
or closed up, or are staying open
and going into debt.
How can we help? We all
know, especially in mid-winter,
how nice it feels to be able to
go out with friends and/ or be
able to purchase that thing we
need without having to brave
the roads to a larger centre. Let’s
find creative ways to support our
small businesses in this current
crisis. Can we order take-out
food? Is there a new hobby we
can begin that requires some
supplies from some of our funkier
stores now that we are stuck near
our homes? Can we buy local gas
instead of the cheaper stuff down
the road? What needs fixing that
the hardware store can help with?
Even if we don’t need
something from them today, thank
them for staying open. Emotional
support can sometimes be as
invigorating as financial support.
The new Economic Response
Plan is great but it doesn’t put
direct dollars into the accounts of
small businesses like it promises
to do for workers. It does open up
opportunities to borrow money
and defer payments in order to
keep business going. For those
who choose to keep their doors
open, they will have to pay these
debts in the future.
These family-run businesses
are our neighbours. They give life
to our little towns and villages.
Who has other ideas to keep them
open and flourishing?
Kathy Hartman, New
Denver
Leah Main, Silverton

Response
Small towns,
small businesses, to Valhalla
Foundation
COVID-19
If you are in your house for Ecology
reading this, then I know you love
your town or village... you’ve
probably spent the winter there.
You know how important small
businesses and services are to
our communities. They support
us locals year-round and tourism
in the summer months. Small
shops often run very close to
the edge financially and when
unforeseen disasters strike, they
suffer though it at great cost to
their personal bank accounts.
COVID-19 is particularly
brutal. People are being asked to
stay home except for essentials.
Grocery stores and pharmacies
are doing okay but cafes, pubs,
B&Bs, gas stations, hardware
stores, insurance operators,
health food stores, and all
those little funky shops that
make our villages unique are
suffering. Even our newspaper
is suffering badly because there
are no events or announcements
for their advertising budget.
Many businesses, if they have

A road has not been asked
for by the motorized sector. The
title of the letter is sensational and
makes for fake news. ATV/SXS
would use existing Bonanza FSR
plus an extension thereof into
two BCTS blocks, planned for
2019. The motorized sector has
consistently used existing FSRs,
logging roads and mining cat
tracks. This is good stewardship
and common sense.
The due process of arriving
at this stage of implementation of
rail trail usage was a cooperative
effort by Mike Koolen, Bill
Beavin, Richard Allin, and
Ernie Knecht. The process has
John Cathro as the appointed
facilitator. This group was formed
in the fall 2015 to find a solution
to the rail trail usage (motorized
and non-motorized) between
Summit Lake and Rosebery.
January 2017, Recreational
Sites and Trails advertised to the
public for input and opinions on

the section from Summit Lake to
the old Girl Guide camp near the
top end of Slocan Lake. It is noted
that the section of rail trail from
the Girl Guide camp to Rosebery
had been removed from the
mandate of this working group.
This input process was open for
several weeks.
Of the numerous
submissions, there was no
submission from the Valhalla
Wilderness Society, Valhalla
Foundation for Ecology, Wayne
McCory and Lorna Visser. They
missed the deadline and have
attempted to have a submission
recognized.
Spring tour of 2018 had
the group (paragraph 1) plus
professional consultants do an
onsite appraisal regarding a
crossing of the rail trail to Bonanza
FSR. Viewing maps showed two
crossings over sensitive wetlands.
Bill Beavin and Ernie Knecht
outright rejected these locations.
Also, Mike Koolen and Richard
Allin supported this rejection.
Consultant agreed. Upstream
from the wetland/ marsh area
was an old bridge crossing of
Bonanza Creek. Historically, the
bridge decades ago was used for
getting logs to a mill close to the
CPR siding. The old bridge has
aged to disrepair and disappeared
into history. Interesting enough,
in the centre of the creek is
an old washing machine tube
full of concrete, used to help
span the creek for Hills crosscountry skiers. You would think
they would have removed this
possible environmental hazard a
long time ago.
Yes, now there will be a
two trail system. The motorized
sector believes and support a
’shared trail’ concept and would
be happy to share the rail trail. We
support and respect trail closures
for wildlife migration. The rail
trail from Nakusp boundary to
Summit Lake is a shared use trail
under the tenure of Nakusp and
Area Community Trails Society
and RSTBC since 2013. As a
shared trail, it is a success.
If Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology is so concerned about
the second trail, get on board,
promote a shared trail of the
railbed. ATV, SXS have never
objected to sharing the trails.
Jerry Van Immerzeel
Nakusp

Pandemic
pluses

Perhaps this virus could lead to
a better way for humanity. Clearly
jet travel has gotten out of hand,
and many of us have recognized
for a long time that it is not a
sustainable thing to do, and also that
it is very detrimental to our world’s
environment. Now it is pretty evident
that it is also not safe, due to its

tendency to rapidly spread disease.
The same thing goes for the cruise
ship industry, and if we are lucky, this
virus will send all the cruise ships to
the breakers’ dock.
Our government is anxious to
borrow money to subsidize these
dirty, disease spreading ventures back
to good profitability. I am absolutely
opposed to any such subsidization.
Maybe this virus gives us a chance to
choose a smarter path, and roll back
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the corporate model... globalization.
Maybe it can help us to learn to
live within our means. It is not
necessary for every human to strive
to personally see every last beautiful
thing. We have the technology to see
those things remotely, know about
them, and marvel at their existence.
We don’t have to all flock there and
spoil them all in the process. It is still
a beautiful world, let’s stay home and
keep it that way.

My radishes are up in the
cold frame. The swallows are back
this morning checking out the
accommodations. Last evening, I
went outside to take a look around
before sunset. I saw a beautiful
thing, something I have not seen for
decades. A clean sky with absolutely
no trace of jet trails, or any form of
human encroachment.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

6

COMMUNITY

The Valley Voice March 26, 2020

Silverton council, March 11: Regional Energy Efficiency Program presentation
by Moe Lyons
• The meeting opened with
a presentation by Carmen Proctor
of the Regional Energy Efficiency
Program (REEP), launched in April
2019. Proctor provided an update on
the home renovation portion of the
program, which is available to all
residents in the region. Residents who
sign up get an energy evaluation of
their home, with recommendations
on energy saving improvements. The
evaluation, worth $450, costs only
$165 through the program and is free
for income-qualified households. Once
the evaluation is done, many of the
recommended improvements can be
implemented at no charge.
Proctor stressed that more needs

Support the Valley Voice with a
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New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

to be done to increase the number of
participants. They have only signed
up 328 participants out of the 774 they
hope to have by December 31, 2020. In
Silverton and the surrounding area, four
households have participated. Council
and Village staff were encouraged to
promote the program and spread the
materials around. For more information,
go to www.rdck.ca/reep or email
ecosave@nelson.ca
• The next item of business was
the upcoming new recycling system
and the proposed hours. The recycling
depots will be staffed, and the hours
considerably curtailed. Proposed hours
for Silverton are 10 am-4 pm Wednesday
and Friday; for New Denver, 10 am-4
pm Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday.
The new system will be for residential
recycling only. Businesses are required
to find alternate arrangements. Mayor
Clarke described the incoming system
as the “best of a bad situation.”
• Council received information and a
survey from Columbia Basin Broadband
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Corporation (CBBC) on various options
for the ‘last mile’ delivery of broadband
service to homes and businesses. This
led to considerable discussion.
The three service delivery models
under consideration are: private sector,
private/public sector partnership, or
public sector ownership model (open
access network). It became clear that
Silverton council considers the third
option the most attractive. Under this
model, the network would be publicly
owned. Council’s preference would be
for CBBC to take the lead role in last
mile delivery, but this would require
a mandate change for the corporation.
Currently, CBBC is mandated to build
backbone projects only. As Mayor
Clarke said, there would have to be
“enough buy-in across the basin.” The
Columbia Basin Trust, which owns
CBBC, would have to be convinced
this is the way to go. The Village’s role
would be to lobby, be “cheerleaders,”
hopefully with the involvement of the
Slocan Valley Economic Development
Commission.
The preferred method of last mile
connectivity by far is “Fibre to the
home,” (FTTH) because although it
is the most expensive, it is the most
“future-proof.” The other options
are: Hybrid (FTTH where affordable,
wireless/cellular in other areas); or
wireless/cellular, which is the least
expensive.
Council is convinced the community
would support using tax dollars to make
last mile connectivity happen. More
discussion will ensue.
• Council supported an amendment
to the Kootenay Lake West Transit
Service Bylaw to increase the maximum
annual requisition limit to $650,000
(from $350,000) and to change the way

costs of the service are apportioned
across the region. Residents from all
areas of the RDCK except the Creston
area pay into this service.
• In Mayor Clarke’s report, he talked
about the Fire Service budget and the
Slocan Lakes Arts Council. He said
it was exciting to learn about the fire
service’s new self-contained breathing
apparatus (SCBA). The fire service
and the rescue group are becoming
ever more integrated, and the rescue
boat has been added to this budget. The
Slocan Lake Arts Council is looking to
re-negotiate their lease agreement, and
has “great ideas for the future.” They
want to offer more programming, and
are looking to “really put Silverton on
the map.”
The fire service’s 2020 budget is
projected at $184,240 in 2020, up from
$128,034 in 2019. The fire chief and
deputy fire chief will each receive a 5%
increase in their stipends, to $3,473 and
$1,158 respectively. Training costs are
estimated at $16,908, up from $10,000
in 2019. Firefighting equipment costs
are estimated at $50,484 this year, up
from $20,000 last year. The cost of the
SCBA is noted as $11,000 in the budget.
• Councillor T. Gordon remarked
that the rat situation is starting up again.
A report has been obtained showing
residues from poisons available only
commercially, detected in a northern
saw-whet owl and an ermine (short-tail
weasel) found dead in New Denver in
January. She discourages the use of these
and other poisons, and advises residents

to be vigilant about rats starting now.
• CAO Hillary Elliott reported on
her many activities in the last month.
She hopes to find time to begin working
on a draft OCP soon. She reported that
Silverton, New Denver and Slocan in
partnership with SIFCo were awarded
$460,000 in funding for fire resiliency
work in 2020. The sidewalk/footbridge
upgrades project has been deferred until
spring. Funding of $5,000 has been
secured to have a heritage assessment
done on the Silverton Memorial Hall and
the Slocan Lake Arts Council (gallery)
building. The gallery building should
be up and running by the end of March.
• The meeting ended with the public
input period. Don Broughton tried to get
some answers about what was going to
happen with the danger tree situation at
the Silverton Campground now that two
trees have fallen on his property. One
tree smashed his trailer and narrowly
missed his wife, who was in bed at the
time. He asked why the incident was
not on the agenda and why there was no
public meeting about it. Mayor Clarke
thanked him for “sharing” and said
council had heard his concerns. When
Broughton said, “I’m looking for some
answers!” Clarke replied, “No, you’re
not,” adding, “The Village of Silverton
takes these things very seriously.” Clarke
asked Broughton to leave, and wished
him a good night. “This is way beyond
ridiculous!” said Broughton. “How can
I have a good night when this is going
on?” Broughton’s final shot as he went
out the door was, “Get it done!”

submitted
Wolverines, tough by nature, are
also tough to find and study. Now,
for a second year, recreationists in
southeastern BC are offered a chance
to put their ‘community scientist’ hats
on. Wolverine researchers need the
community’s help to better understand
this elusive species-at-risk.
Wolverine Watch is a scientific
collaboration of researchers from British
Columbia and Alberta. These scientists
are asking people who ski, snowshoe,
snowmobile or take part in other winter
activities in the Canadian Rockies and
associated mountain ranges to keep their
eyes peeled for signs of wolverines and
to share what they see.
Thanks to those who took part in
last year’s project, Wolverine Watch
researchers say they’ve had more than
300 submitted reports of wolverine
tracks, as well as actual wolverines; five
reports of dens; and several sightings
from highways. These are particularly
helpful because they provide extra
information about the wide-ranging
wolverine’s connectivity and movement.
“Wolverine roam far and wide
and may be sensitive to changes to

their habitat from a range of factors,
including human activity and climate
changes,” says Candace Batycki,
program director at Yellowstone to
Yukon Conservation Initiative, one of
the project’s partners. “We are studying
wolverines to understand impacts on
these sensitive animals and their habitat,
and the community’s involvement has
made a big impact.”
Researchers are looking for peoples’
sightings of wolverine, wolverine tracks,
scats and dens, or what people might
think is a sign of a wolverine. Reports
can be submitted on the Wolverine
Watch website at wolverinewatch.org.
While the chances of seeing a
wolverine are rare, dens and tracks
are more common and easier to
see because the mammals have a
characteristic pawprint and way of
walking. Wolverines are highly sensitive
to disturbance, so it’s very important that
after people record their observation,
they move on and do not follow the
tracks.
“Wolverines are naturally rare,
solitary and travel long distances over
massive areas to find food – more
than 500 square kilometres. We are
thrilled about the great engagement
from community scientists so far but
there’s still lots of winter recreation time
left so we’re hoping people will keep
submitting their sightings.”
Data will be used to inform agency
decision-makers, landowners, natural
resource companies and First Nations
to ensure the needs of wolverines
are incorporated into land use plans,
management plans, highway mitigation
and other projects.

Wolverine fans participate in backcountry research
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Kaslo council, March 10: Kaslo Racquet Club proposal for new court to be discussed in OCP review
by Jan McMurray
• The North Kootenay Lake Arts &
Heritage presentation was a theatrical
performance by Lynn Van Deursen,
with Paul Van Deursen providing stage
management.
• After attending the Parks, Trails
and Public Arts Committee meeting of
February 26 as a delegation, the Kaslo
Racquet Club (KRC) wrote to the
committee to propose that the Village
lease the land between the fire hall and
Riding Club grounds to the club for
a new court facility. The letter states
that the club understands the Village
is willing to consider this, and that it
would be part of the discussions during
the upcoming Official Community Plan
review. KRC will provide the committee
with a preliminary site plan for the
facility at the proposed new location.
Council asked staff to prepare a report
on the feasibility of leasing the land to
the KRC, once the preliminary site plan
is received.
• A Village of Kaslo Business
Continuity Plan: COVID-19, 2020 was
presented by the CAO and adopted
by council. The plan outlines regular
disinfecting procedures in the City
Hall, public works building, and the
water and wastewater treatment plants.
It also outlines plans for office staff to
work from home and for contractors
to do public works jobs if necessary. It
acknowledges that maintaining water
and sewer service is “the essential
priority” for public works.
• A letter from Heike Reeg-Smith
of the Periwinkle Children’s Centre
informs council that CBT has agreed to
fund a child care needs assessment for
Kaslo, which is required for Periwinkle’s
application to the BC New Spaces Fund.
• A request to consider cutting down
a walnut tree on A Avenue was received.
Council asked that public works evaluate
and prune the tree this spring, and talk to
the resident. CAO Dunlop reported that
the tree was not identified as hazardous
in the Mumby Tree Report, but was noted
for needing pruning. It was also identified
as “heritage,” which is rare in this area.
• The Village will ask to lease the
sculpture by Winlaw artist Rabi’a entitled

‘If it’s not this, then it must be that’ from
the Castlegar Sculpture Walk for a year.
It would be installed on the plinth at the
Legacy Park, and up to $2,000 from the
Public Art Reserve would be used to
cover the lease costs.
• A Request for Proposals will be
issued for a Tree Planting Master Plan
for boulevards and public spaces. It
will identify what types of trees to plant
and where, and serve as a guide for the
Village crew. This project will be funded
with $5,000 from the Parks Reserve.
• Council approved the sewer
extension to the campground and Vimy
Park. Leftover funds (about $39,000)
from the phase one project will be used
for this. In phase one, sewer main was
laid along the lane from the Legion to
the campground, serving the properties
between A and B Avenues and 2nd and
5th Streets.
• Councillor Kellie Knoll reported
that he, Councillor Henry Van Mill and
CAO Ian Dunlop met with a group at the
Kemball building to gauge community
support for a cowork space.
• Councillor Van Mill reported that
the new May Days coordinator is Pat
Desmeules.
• Council received the minutes
of the Buildings, Village Assets and
Housing Committee meeting of
February 5. Committee members Chris
Temple and Pete Chomitz did a tour of
the building and determined that the
whole geothermal system needs to be
overhauled. Temple volunteered to try to
find a heating contractor to troubleshoot
the system and get it back on track. It
was noted that regular annual inspections
would be beneficial.
• Council consented to the adoption
of RDCK Bylaw 2707, which amends

FIGHT 5G AS IF OUR
LIVES DEPENDED
ON IT, BECAUSE
THEY DO.
INSTEAD, WORK
FOR CLEAN WATER

A message from Daphne Fields

the Kootenay Lake West Transit Service
Bylaw. It increases the annual taxation
limit to $650,000 or $0.058 per $1,000
of net taxable value of property in
the service area. The way the cost is
apportioned among the participating
areas is also amended in the bylaw to
make it more equitable.
• The Kaslo & District Arena
Association is applying to the Farm
Credit Canada Agri Spirit Fund for new
condenser equipment. Council passed a
resolution in support of the application,
and agreed to receive the funds and issue
a receipt to the funder if the application
is successful.

• Council received four letters on
the topic of seasonal light displays in the
village. The letters ask council to address
streetlight pollution before spending
money and time on seasonal lighting.
• A letter from Kate O’Keefe
expresses her disappointment with
Recycle BC’s “dictate” that Kaslo
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residents use very large containers for
their recycling pick-up service.
• The Parcel Tax Roll Review
Panel was appointed: Mayor Suzan
Hewat, Councillors Van Mill and Molly
Leathwood, with Rob Lang as the
alternate. Their first meeting will be April
28 at 5:30 pm.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson
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New Denver council, March 10: Support requested for proposed Zincton Mountain Village
by Kathy Hartman
• Council received a letter and
information from Zincton Farms about
the proposed Zincton Mountain Village
development. The letter, from David
Harley, founder of Zincton Farms as well
as CEO/ founder of Valhalla Pure Outfitters,
asks council for a letter of support for
the development. He also asks council
to consider a Village of New Denver
boundary extension to include the Zincton
development.
Although council members
acknowledged the benefits of an economic
driver such as this in the area, they agreed
that a report on the potential risks, costs and
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benefits of the proposed development to the
Village would be prudent, and would help
them make informed decisions. Council
asked staff to prepare a report.
In the information provided to council,
Harley says the proposed mountain
village will be a four-season resort – “an
internationally-acclaimed, small-scale,
mountain destination offering powder
skiing, mountain biking, hiking, and outdoor
music. Our development will be very close
to Carbon Zero, low impact, and nonmechanized.” The location for the proposed
development is 12,000 acres of private land,
approximately 15 km east of New Denver
along Hwy 31A towards Kaslo. Harley says
85% of the Zincton terrain is backcountry,
for self-powered, minimal-impact activities,
and 15% will be lift serviced. Plans include
a 4-star 24-bed backcountry lodge and a
gondola. The information says there will
be no condos or hotels, but rather privately
owned accommodations.
• Council agreed to a Committee of the
Whole meeting with the New Denver &
Area Housing Society (NDAHS) to discuss
options for collaboration on the development

of affordable housing in the Village of New
Denver. The society wrote to council to
clarify its preferred role in the project, which
is to take the lead from start to finish, in close
collaboration with the Village.
• Council received a letter from the BC
Association of Farmers’ Markets (BCFAM)
with the results of the Market Nutrition
Coupon Program at the Friday Market
last year. A total of $5,376 was invested
directly in the New Denver area through
the program, which was managed by the
Healthy Community Society of the North
Slocan Valley. Coupons were provided to
pregnant women, families and seniors so
they could purchase fresh food at the market.
The letter from the BCAFM asked council
to write a letter to Health Minister Adrian
Dix in support of ongoing funding for the
program. Councillor John Fyke offered to
return with more information on the program
next Council meeting.
• Council consented to the Regional
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) board
adopting an amendment to the transit service
bylaw. All residents of the RDCK contribute
tax dollars to this service, except residents

of the Creston area. The amendment bylaw
proposes to increase the annual amount of
taxation that can be collected for this service
to $650,000 or 0.58 per $1,000 (from the
current $350,000 or 0.48 per $1,000).
The amendment bylaw also changes the
method of apportioning the cost of the
service across the participating areas, which
means, CAO Catherine Allaway presumes,
“that extra service for a given community
can be accompanied by an extra share
of the cost.” The proposed bylaw would
authorize a maximum annual requisition
of around $47,000 for New Denver, but
preliminary RDCK budget figures show a
requisition of $20,184 this year. Last year,
New Denver paid $18,014 into the service.
The bylaw requires the consent of 2/3 of the
17 participating jurisdictions in order for the
RDCK board to seek ministerial approval for
and subsequently adopt the bylaw.
• Council approved a Development
Variance Permit (DVP) to allow for the
addition of a greenhouse/solarium to Daniel
Hellyer and Helen Davis’s house at 1105
Columbia Street. The front yard setback
was reduced from 4.5 m (14.8 ft.) to 1.16 m

(3.8 ft./ 46”). The project supports local food
security, which is an objective in the Official
Community Plan.
• Council allowed the transfer of the
2020 annual Knox Hall rental paid by the
recently disbanded New Denver/Silverton
Senior Citizens Association of BC Branch
87 (“the Seniors”) to the New Denver &
Area Bridge Club.
• While Knox Hall is closed for
renovations, the Village will provide refunds
to all groups that have paid their annual rent
in advance. Refunds will equal 1/12 of the
annual rental fee for each month the hall
is closed.
• The Village will provide a letter of
support to the Slocan Lake Garden Society.
The letter will accompany the society’s
application for funding from the Columbia
Kootenay Cultural Alliance to assist with
the development of a strategic plan for the
Kohan Reflection Gardens.
• Councillor Vern Gustafson reported
on a complaint about residents possibly
attracting rats by broadcasting bird seed over
lawns. Staff has placed a wildlife attractant
notice in the local paper as a reminder.

by Jan McMurray
Break-ins occurred at the Slocan
Valley Co-op, the Slocan Park Post Office
and the Slocan Park Hall in the early
morning hours of Sunday, March 22.
Nelson RCMP responded and arrested
a man who was found inside the co-op.
Police report that the male is from the
Nelson area.
“Almost all the missing items were
recovered, and the man cooperated

with the police, so there was no major
loss,” reported Chris Sapriken, general
manager of the Slocan Valley Co-op. “But
it caused a lot of stress, on top of all the
stress around COVID-19. These types of
incidents are unusual in the valley, and this
is not the time we should be seeing it.”
The co-op was closed all morning to
clean up and re-secure the building. One
of the front glass doors had been smashed.
“He took some snack food and
consumed some alcohol on the premises,
and he stole a small amount of money
from the bulletin board fundraiser,”
Sapriken said. “The guy seemed to be
just taking advantage of an opportunity.”
Sapriken reports that he got an alarm
call at 4:30 am, so he went to the store to
wait for the RCMP. An officer arrived
quickly and entered the building. A
second officer arrived some 20 minutes

later, and told Sapriken an individual had
been located in the store but he wasn’t
cooperating. He advised Sapriken, and
the staffperson who had arrived, to leave
the property until the RCMP notified
them that all was clear. About an hour
later, the call came that the situation was
under control.
Sapriken says he examined the
footage from the co-op’s security system
later that day, and saw that the RCMP
had four or five vehicles and many
members on site. “They were dealing
with a potential standoff, but there was
not much of an incident in his arrest. They
were gone before 6:15 am.”
Sapriken reports that a duffle bag full
of sound equipment and a garbage bag full
of mail was located across the highway
on the rail trail. “Through the course of
the cleanup, it became clear that there

had been entry made to the post office in
Slocan Park as well, and then we learned
to the Slocan Park Community Hall, too.”
He said the sound equipment in the duffle
bag had been removed from the hall.
The missing items are being held by
the police for now. Debbie Evdokimoff
from the Slocan Park Post Office said
officers told her they’d get the mail back to
her as soon as possible. Nothing else was
taken from the post office, but the incident
was “unsettling,” Evdokimoff said, and
there was quite a mess made. “I came
in on Sunday and it was like a hurricane
had hit. He dumped everything from the
drawers onto the floor,” she reports.
Cpl. Derek Pitt of the Nelson RCMP
detachment reports that the suspect was
released on a promise to appear in court.

Nelson area man arrested in Slocan Park break-ins
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VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

COVID-19 UPDATE

A Province-wide State of Emergency has been declared and
all individuals must follow the Orders issued by the Provincial
Health Officer. General information regarding COVID-19 is
available from the BC Centre for Disease Control at www.bccdc.
ca or 1-888-268-4319. For non-emergency medical advice
please call 8-1-1 for guidance.
The Village of New Denver continues to work closely with the
BC government, Interior Health Authority and other partner
agencies to monitor the COVID-19 situation and respond
appropriately. Please note that all Village-owned buildings
are closed to the public until further notice. This includes the
Village Office although assistance will be available via phone
or email weekdays from 9AM – NOON and from 1PM – 4PM.

WILDSAFE BC COORDINATOR –
NEW DENVER

WildSafeBC is currently hiring for a New Denver Community
Coordinator. This position starts May 10 to November 30, 2020.
The deadline for application is April 6th, 2020 – 4:00 pm PT.
For a complete job description and how to apply, please go to:
http://www.bccf.com/opportunities/employment.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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Arrow Lakes bank
stabilization project by BC
Hydro and First Nations

by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro, in partnership with
First Nations, was conducting a bank
stabilization project on the west side of
Arrow Lakes Reservoir this month.
On March 17, Jen Walker-Larsen
of BC Hydro said she could provide
no further details “as this is a culturally
sensitive project, and BC Hydro and
the First Nations that are involved with
the project are trying to avoid attracting
unwanted attention to the site.”
Walker-Larsen provided a brochure
about the Guardian Watch Program, a
partnership between local First Nations
communities, BC Hydro and provincial
government agencies to raise awareness
about cultural and ecological values on
BC Hydro reservoirs.
“BC Hydro Reservoirs are home to
important culturally sensitive sites which
off-road vehicles are currently destroying.
This destruction contributes toward
the loss of valuable information about
ancestral lifeways,” the brochure says.
The Guardian Watch asks the public
for help in reporting any violations in the
reservoir, such as unauthorized collection
of cultural objects and illegal hunting and
fishing, to the RAPP hotline at 1-877952-7277.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
COUNTRY ROAD CAT BOARDING Caring, peaceful setting just for cats. Comfy
beds, playtime, toys, outside run. Please call
(250) 265-4131.
CREATING A COMMUNITY THAT
MEETS OUR COMMON NEEDS: In
these unsustainable times everyone has
something to offer; Realistic, Danish cohousing-modelled: private homes with
walkable neighbourhood-scale connection,
energy efficiency, food production, water,
power; multi-generational, sliding- scale
relative affordability? Provisions for
relationship learning? Group to choose
Location. Energetic motivated folks
contact: Gill/Andre 250551-7234,
2020cohousing@gmail.com
SUE MISTRETTA, MA (Counselling
Psychology) is offering a two-part
interactive online video course as an
opportunity for social connection with a
small group, to learn Somatic anchoring
tools and to experience processes to cultivate
YOUR own innate resources for dealing

Lemon Creek
Lodge &
Campground

Year-round facility

1-877-970-8090

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

HAIR
RECYCLING

with stress and anxiety. Essential life skills
are based in Mindfulness & Presence
and are especially useful during these
challenging and unprecedented times. No
one will be turned away for lack of funds.
Limited to six participants. $50. Two (2
hr) sessions FRIDAYS: April 3 & April 10
(10:30-12:30). To register or to gather more
information on course content, please phone
Sue at 250-777-1704 or email suemistretta.
ma@gmail.com. Private (online Zoom)
sessions available (sliding scale $40-$70)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY to
live your dream and own your own business.
Become the proud owner of the Valley Voice
and a quaint building on the main street of New
Denver. The newspaper business can provide
a modest living for you and your family, and
wonderful community connections. If you
are so inclined, we would love to show you
the ropes and stay as long or as little as you
need us. We have absolutely loved our life
as newspaper people! Give us a call at 250358-7218 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, Community

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

COMING EVENTS

AVA’S
Hair Studio

Alongside Mountainberry

– By Appointment –

250-358-7199

Tuesday THRU Friday

358-7769

CLASSIFIED ADS

Futures offers business loans, counseling &
training; and delivers the Self Employment
program in the Arrow & Slocan Lakes area. For
more info leave a message at 265-3674 ext. 201
or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community
Futures to learn about the free Business Plan
workshop open to anyone! And if you’re
eligible, you may also qualify for the SelfEmployment program where you will receive
ongoing business training and coaching and
usually financial support while you start your
business. To learn more call 265-3674 ext.
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

KOOTS KIDS CLOTHING EXCHANGE
for April 4 is cancelled. Please contact Robin
at 250-505-4610 for private giving and
receiving of children¹s clothing donations.
VALHALLAWILDERNESS PROGRAM
Bottle Drive – Saturday, April 18, 2020 from
9am-noon. Pick-up from Slocan Park to to
Slocan City. Call ahead for large pick-ups @
250-355-2212. Thank you for your support.
YARD AND YARDAGE: Slocan Valley
Threads Guild regrets postponing our April
event indefinitely. Store your donations and
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keep on crafting!

HELP WANTED

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
is seeking a FULL-TIME SEASONAL
YARD WORKER/LOADER (May
1-October 31). If you are self-motivated,
physically fit, can work outdoors in all
weather and in a fast-paced environment,
this could be the job for you. Construction
experience and/or fork-lift experience
would be strong assets. We offer a
safe and inclusive workplace and a
competitive wage, commensurate with
experience. Saturday hours will be
required. Bring your resumé and meet
the SBS crew, or send your resumé in
confidence to tim@silvertonbuilding.ca.

FOR RENT

3BDR HOUSE FOR RENT, Silverton, 1
½ BA, F/S/DW/WD shed, partially fenced
yard, and close to beach. Available May
1. $1100/mo. 250-777-1204 for inquiries.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND

EDUCATION

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY in
Winlaw will be closed until the public health
order is lifted. Jessica Coonen RMT. 250226-6887 or shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
FREE YOGA WITH TYSON in Slocan
Fridays 9:30-11 am * CBT Funded.
Intro Reflexology/Thai Massage $40.
sacredearthsomatics.com * 551-8505.
Classes and bodywork postponed for now.

NOTICES

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help.
For information on AA: in New Denver,
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo,
353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 358-7265.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.

• BICYCLE

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

CLEANING

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Nelson

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Your ad
could be
here for
Only $10-$30 only $19.50
+ GST
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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NOTICES

CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

EAGLEMAN ESTATE, KASLO: Large
property suitable for large garden, housing
development or subdivide into 2 or 3 parcels.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Includes 3bdr house & self-contained bachelor
suite. 250-551-2014, www.eaglemanestate.com.

RENTAL WANTED

MARK JEFFREYS, DAUGHTER
SEQUOIA, and Sequoia’s cat, Mouse
(who is, indeed, a fine mouser) are seeking
a place to rent from May through August
this summer. We’re flexible. Please drop me
a line at markjefferys@yahoo.com or ring
me at 801-910-1532. Thank you!
SEMI-RETIRED PROFESSIONAL
WOMAN looking for affordable rural/
remote accommodations long or short-term
asap. Excellent references, quiet lifestyle.
Please email kshaundell@gmail.com

SERVICES

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT Wood,
Electric & Oil specialist: sales, installations,
service inspection & consultations. Duct
cleaning & sanitizing; Ductwork, Chimneys,
Oil tank removals, BC ventilation solutions &
HRV design and installations. K.F. Kootenay
Furnace Ltd. 250-355-0088.
SATELLITE TV & INTERNET - Xplornet,
Shaw Direct, Area H - antennas, boosters
etc, home theatre, wired & wireless; James:
250-505-8392tjamesfree@gmail.com WILL
SERVE SAFELY THROUGH PANDEMIC.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Slocan Valley TV Society back on the air
by Jan McMurray
After over four months, the free
over the air TV service in the Slocan
Valley is back up and running.
Derek Murphy, secretarytreasurer of the society, reported
that all five channels were back by
Thursday, March 19. They’d been
down since early November.
Murphy reports that the main
problem was faulty antennae,
which were shipped to a repair
shop in Alberta. The antennae had
to be redesigned for the specific
frequencies, distances and directions
used in the Slocan Valley system. At
the same time, the power amplifier
was failing, and was shipped to
another shop in Alberta for repairs.
WANTED
HAVE SHEEP – HAVE WOOL, looking
for spinning wheel. Low budget! Elsje de
Boer , Fauquier, 250-269-7379.

The equipment finally came back in
mid-February, and then it took two
weeks before the tower climbers
could come to do the installation.
“It’s a big relief to get this work
done. We’re quite confident that the
core system is now stable between
the three towers,” Murphy said.
“We have been coping, but we have
a vision of how it can evolve and
improve in the future.”
Next on the ‘to do list’ for the
society is to work on adding more
channels to the system, and to get the
radio stations back up. “We’re hoping
to be able to get more channels up
here anywhere from six months to a
year from now,” said Murphy.
The service provides five TV
channels (CBC, Knowledge, Global,
ABC and CBS) and two radio
stations (Rock 101 and 99.7 FM) to

Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

GIFTS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Only $10-$30

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

New Market Foods

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
January 11,
H. A. Benson Inc.
Your ad could
Chartered Professional Accountant
2019
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun 226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA
$11.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

– Bulk Ordering –

residents from the Village of Slocan
to Playmor Junction. The service is
free to anyone living in the service
area.
A Slocan Valley TV Society
Facebook page has been created.

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Ladies Fall/Winter
Fashion Sale!
Wednesday –
Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm
Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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COMMUNITY

Slocan council, March 9: Affordable housing feasibility study completed
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Brought forward from in camera
was news about progress on the Affordable
Housing Commission’s work on a housing
project in Slocan. Council received the
M’akola Development Services Feasibility
Analysis final draft at an in-camera meeting
on February 10. The analysis included
information on the overall vision, need,
detailed site analysis, a breakdown of
project costs including capital budget,
potential funding programs, and project
details. M’akola showed funding is
available for the project. Three ways to
proceed with the project were presented. An
application for seed funding from Canada
Mortgage and Housing Corporation has
been drafted by the consultants. The Village
will apply for this grant and use the funds
for affordable housing pre-development
costs. Staff will begin preparations for the
rezoning of Lots 1-5 and 18-20 of Block 43
from R1: Residential to R3: Multi-Family
Residential. These seven lots are the two
lots on the southeast corner of Slocan Street
and Giffin Ave. and the five lots behind
them on Springer St.
• Natalie Sawyer and Colleen Emery
will no longer be on the Slocan Wellness
Centre Health Advisory Commission;
Harvest Mae is joining the commission.
• At the February 24 special meeting,
council received and accepted the proposal
from Robert Inwood, Heritage Design
Planner, to provide consulting services
for the Slocan Legion Hall Heritage

Restoration, Phase One: Exterior project.
He will be paid $2,500 from the RDCK
Community Development Fund.
• Carmen Proctor, EcoSave Program
Manager, presented an overview and
update on the Regional Energy Efficiency
Program (REEP). Council was asked to
help get the word out that this program
to make homes more efficient will run
until December 2020. Nelson, Creston,
and Slocan had the highest attendance of
12 communities where kick-off events
were held. The free REEP is offered in
31 communities. So far, 249 households
have participated, though only seven were
in Slocan. Free products were installed
during the REEP – 192 LED A lamps, 63
showerheads, and 33 bathroom aerators.
• Juliet Craig, Program Manager for
the Kootenay Conservation Program,
presented an overview of the KCP and
details on the Local Conservation Fund.
A conservation fund is a local government
service funded through a dedicated tax
or fee and used to support environmental
conservation and community sustainability
projects. So far, the KCP has conservation
funds in the Columbia Valley, Kootenay
Lake, and the South Okanagan. In a
telephone survey of 900 residents, the
Slocan Valley (New Denver, Silverton,
Slocan and Area H) expressed especially
strong support for the program. Twothirds of Valley residents are open to a
mandatory levy to be used for conservation
initiatives; three-quarters support the idea

of a dedicated conservation fund; twothirds are willing to contribute financially to
this fund; and two-thirds rate conservation
of private land in valley bottoms as very
important. Residents of both Slocan Valley
and Kootenay Lake are significantly more
concerned than residents of most other subregions about climate change, and food and
water security.
• Two progress reports on the Slocan
Valley Economic Development project
were received from Ron Leblanc, regional
economic development coordinator. In
January, the Slocan Valley Agriculture
Action Plan was released. Leblanc met
with Mayor Lunn to provide support for
the Slocan Mill site development. Leblanc
participated in a meeting to explore
broadband options with local government
reps, Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation, Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and Rural
Development, and Network BC. Leblanc
also made frequent planning conference
calls to craft a process for rolling out
the backbone project and exploring last
mile delivery options. He also co-hosted
a Kootenay Cannabis focus group with
50 participants to prepare for a Health
Canada engagement process that was held
in Nelson in February.
• Council consented to the RDCK
adopting a bylaw that would amend the
transit service bylaw. The amendment
bylaw increases the annual requisition to
$650,000 (from $350,000) and changes the

method of apportioning costs for the transit
service. At Joyce Johnson’s suggestion
during public participation, the Village will
request that Slocan Valley route times be
adjusted so riders can transfer between the
Castlegar and Slocan Valley buses.
• The Village of Slocan Financial
Plan (2019-2023) Amendment Bylaw
was passed and adopted. The amendment
was needed to cover unforeseen expenses:
the $59,000 cost overrun for the Main
Street waterline repair project; the $46,885
unbudgeted repair in June at the water plant;
and $55,000 extra needed in additional
funds for water plant membranes. In
addition, the amendment allows the
Village to withdraw $120,000 (25% in
2019 and the rest in 2020) from the Gas
Tax Reserve as its contribution to the
Waterfront Development Phase 1 Project.
CBT approved a grant for the waterfront
project in August, after Slocan’s original
2019-2020 Financial Plan had been passed
and adopted.
• Slocan will be a sponsor for the
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society’s
$5,000 equipment replacement project.
The Village will apply to the Slocan Valley
Legacy Fund on the SVHTS’s behalf; if
the Legacy Fund application is approved,
the Village will sign an agreement with the
society, outlining sponsor-agent roles and
responsibilities for the project.
• Slocan will contribute $5,000 to
the Winlaw Regional Park Boardwalk
Replacement Project: $2,500 will come

from the RDCK Community Development
Fund and $2,500 from the Village Gas Tax
account. Slocan will contribute $500 (from
the RDCK Community Development Fund)
to the WE Graham Community Service
Society and Slocan Valley Youth Network
partnership for skatepark repairs. Slocan
will provide a $400 Dogwood Sponsorship
to the 2020 Zone 6 BC Seniors Games from
the RDCK Discretionary Fund.
• In public participation, Felicity
Gerwing expressed concern about treatment
for knotweed and provided information
on pesticides and pesticide-free ways to
manage pests. Joyce Johnson thanked the
Village for filling in potholes.

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi
for Details:
250-265-0002

CONSTRUCTION

Brian Madill & Kevin Erdos
Building and Renovations
Serving the West Kootenay

Phone: 250-355-0044
email: ValhallaFtF@outlook.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

AVIS
EXCAVATING

Serving the Slocan Valley
• Excavation • Ditching
• Water lines
• Land improvement
• Wildfire Mitigation on
private land

SOLID
PLAN

Jim Pownall
& Co.

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922

skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
giles604@outlook.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

250-226-7849
250-505-9207

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Regular Hours
Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday and Long Weekends

Leaf Cabinetry

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

mobile

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562
Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

elementconcrete.ca

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

joldhamfinehomes.com
“When You Want It Done Right”

Servicing New Denver, Nakusp, Kaslo & Slocan area

Having trouble
acquiring a new
home
construction
permit?

For all your New Home
Construction & General
Contracting
Needs!

We can
Help.

Contact Jesse Oldham
(licenced HPO Builder)
   

(cell # 250 551 2593)
2593) • jesseoldham@hotmail.com

COMMUNITY
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Winlaw Regional Park Boardwalk Replacement Project to start soon

by Jan McMurray
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) has partnered with
the Kootenay Adaptive Sport Association
(KASA) on the Winlaw Regional Park
Boardwalk Replacement Project.
“This project is really exciting because
there’s quite a bit to it,” said Janis Neufeld,
KASA project manager.
With access and inclusion a priority,
not only will the deteriorating boardwalk be
replaced, she said, but education, resources
and an access and inclusion team led by
KASA and Paralympian Kimberly Joines
will assist RDCK community stakeholders
to build capacity by prioritizing accessibility
requirements across the region.
This team will be able to assess the
boardwalk and other trails and parks in the
region; there will be education, field training
and resource and marketing development
provided for staff and community
stakeholders on universal design and
accessibility standards; and the University
of Manitoba has joined in as a partner to assist
with “physical literacy enhancements” and as
a valuable resource moving forward.
Neufeld reports that 10 employees have
been hired and all will have started work
by March 30. Most are from the Nakusp/
Winlaw/ Nelson area and some will join the
access and inclusion team. She says activities
of the project incorporate protocols to protect
project staff and participants during current
conditions.
A valuable part of the project will be the
work KASA has done, and will be expanding
on, with Spinal Cord Injury BC - Access BC.
The Access BC Program leads a coordinated
approach to the development of accessible
travel and services in the Regional Districts
and tourism association areas of British
Columbia. Access BC and its partners

promote the adoption, development and
best practices of accessible communities
and tourism experiences to stakeholders
through consultations and assessments
of relevant regional sites, products and
services; employment; universal design
and accessibility education and awareness;
and resource development processes
implemented through our partnerships.
Kimberly Joines, a 42-time world
cup medalist in para-alpine skiing, has
consulted on the Valhalla Hills Nordic ski
trails between Hills and Summit Lake, and
the Wensley Creek ski trails near Nakusp.
She will be working with our team and our
partners looking at the Winlaw boardwalk
and other outdoor spaces in the region.
“I’m so honoured to have her on our team,
expanding with this project,” Neufeld said.
“We will be working on trail standards for
mountain biking, which will support reliable
information and improve development of trail
systems across the region and province. So,
what does a green trail look like? What does
a blue trail look like? What does a black trail

look like? We’ll be working on the fine details
of trail standards.”
Winlaw Park has over 200 metres
of wooden boardwalks that pass through
wetlands and provide access to the riverfront.
KASA has recently been involved
in other boardwalk projects: Galena Trail
boardwalk/ bridge replacement project in
partnership with the RDCK, and the Mt.
Abriel trail boardwalk in partnership with the
Nakusp and Area Bike Society.
KASA has obtained grant funding for the
Winlaw project from the RDCK ($100,000)
and from Work BC’s Job Creation Partnership
($411,000), funded by the Government of
Canada and the Province of British Columbia.
The total cost of the project is approximately
$800,000. KASA has submitted other funding
applications and is waiting to hear back.
The Job Creation Partnership supports
opportunities to gain meaningful work
experience and skills enhancement by
providing funding to organizations that
provide community benefits while creating
jobs.

PHOTO CREDIT: KATHY SMITH
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Janis Neufeld of KASA (right back), Wynn Holmberg of Access BC (left) and Paralympian Kimberly
Joines (front) out doing an accessibility survey on the Wensley Creek Trails near Nakusp. Kathy Smith
of the Arrow Lakes Cross Country Ski Club also participated.

Nakusp Launch Club AGM shows support for marina breakwater project
by Jan McMurray
There was a good turnout to the
Nakusp Launch Club annual general
meeting on March 16, and a lot of support
for proceeding with repairing the western
breakwater at the marina. About 25 people
attended, including Mayor Tom Zeleznik
and Councillors Susan DeSandoli, Joseph
Hughes and Ken Miller. Seating was
arranged for social distancing.
Although the entire marina facility
needs a lot of work, it quickly became clear
that the western breakwater is the priority.
Ken France, president of the Launch Club
for the last 15 years, said he did a flyover
the day before and found pieces of the west
breakwater scattered around the lake. “It’s
the west one we need to change because it’s
almost gone now,” he said.

France reported that Ian Graham of
Graham Marine in Kaslo recently came
to have a look. Graham feels that the
west breakwater should be rebuilt in the
long term, which means putting all the
pieces back together. In the short term, he
recommends replacing the breakwater with
a system made of high-density polyethylene.
These systems can handle the rise and fall
of the reservoir much better than the current
breakwater can. Graham quoted $193,000
for the engineering and installation of 200
feet of the new breakwater system. France
said the project would require 300 feet, so
the cost would be higher, but the quote gave
a good idea of what they’d be looking at.
Dave Holm of Waterbridge Ferries was
there, and said Waterbridge is putting in
that same system at the Adams Lake Ferry.
He said it’s a “great” system and feels the
quote provided by Graham Marine is “pretty
reasonable.”
Mayor Tom Zeleznik addressed the
meeting, and said BC Hydro, which paid
$5.5 million to have the whole marina
facility constructed in 1980 and then
handed it over to the Village of Nakusp,
has fairly recently provided $100,000 for
the breakwater repair. Zeleznik has also
secured $30,000 for the project from a
Columbia River Treaty Team program.
Another potential source of funding is the
Village of Nakusp; council is seriously
considering the possibility of using some
of the $370,000 budgeted for phase two
of the downtown revitalization project
for the west breakwater repairs. Zeleznik
seemed quite confident that both the

downtown revitalization project and the
west breakwater repairs can be done this
year.
“Council is behind this. We understand
the economics of it. We have neglected it for
40 years because it’s hard to find funding,”
the mayor said. But now, it’s time to “get
going on it!”
Launch Club Treasurer Sylvia Warantz
outlined the non-profit organization’s
financial position. With approximately
$178,000 in the bank and annual expenses
of about $15,000-$20,000 per year, she said
the volunteer board of directors had agreed
that the club can contribute some funds to
the project, as well.
Mayor Zeleznik said BC Hydro
has indicated they will provide in-kind
assistance if community support is shown
for the project.
This meeting was a strong show of
support, with five new people joining
the board, and one person signing up as
a volunteer. The five long-time board
members are also staying on – Ken France
(president), Kevin Carter (vice-president),
Sylvia Warantz (treasurer), Andrea Clark
(secretary) and Butch Warantz.
“We’ve done our best to try and keep
the thing together,” France said. “When it
breaks, it needs to be fixed right now. If it
gets away, it destroys boats and other parts of
the dock.” For the last 15 years, France and
other board members have been doing the
emergency repairs. Out of 82 slips, 11 cannot
be sold on the west side due to damage, and
six can only be offered on a seasonal basis
because of the fluctuation in lake levels.

