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by Jan McMurray
The Lemon Creek fuel spill court 

case that was initiated by Slocan Valley 
activist Marilyn Burgoon in fall 2014 
finally came to an end on February 21 in 
Nelson provincial court. Unfortunately, 
Marilyn passed on in December and 
was not there to see the results of her 
heroic efforts to have justice done for 
the environment.

Executive Flight Centre Fuel 
Services Ltd. pled guilty to violating 
the Fisheries Act and was sentenced to 
pay a $175,000 penalty – $10,000 to 
the Minister of Finance and $165,000 
to the Receiver General in trust to the 
Environmental Damages Fund for 
the purpose of conservation and/or 
restoration of fish habitat in the Slocan 
Valley.

This sentence was proposed to the 
judge by ‘joint submission,’ meaning 
that the prosecution and the defense 
had gotten together prior to the hearing 
to negotiate a deal. All the appeals filed 
by EFC and truck driver Danny Lasante 
in relation to the case were formally 
abandoned before the hearing.

“This case has followed an 
exceptionally torturous route through the 
courts before finally arriving to today’s 
plea,” Judge Philip Seagram said when 
handing down EFC’s sentence.

Judge Seagram noted that the 
maximum fine for this offence had 
increased dramatically since the Lemon 
Creek fuel spill occurred on July 26, 
2013. In 2013, the maximum fine for the 
first offense of ‘depositing a deleterious 

Lemon Creek fuel spill case wraps up with $175,000 penalty for Executive Flight Centre
substance in a waterway frequented 
by fish’ was $300,000. Today, it is $4 
million. However, EFC’s sentence 
had to be in accordance with the 2013 
sentencing provisions.

“I am satisfied that the proposal 
made by joint submission [for a $175,000 
penalty]… takes into account that 
this was an accident that should never 
have happened, but the offence wasn’t 
intentional or made for financial gain. 
But there was negligence, and substantial 
harm has been created by this,” Judge 
Seagram said.

Judge Seagram noted that EFC has 
no prior record and that the company 
made “good efforts” to clean up. “They 
spent $5 million and that has not been 
recovered by the company’s insurance,” 
he said. The event has “put the company’s 
viability at risk” and the full extent of 
the financial implications for EFC is 
unknown, as civil litigation is ongoing.

Judge Seagram said the spill of 
35,000 litres of A-1 jet fuel into Lemon 
Creek occurred on account of truck 
driver Danny Lasante’s negligence. 
“EFC, as Danny Lasante’s employer, was 
responsible for him. This is the basis of 
EFC’s culpability.”

Now that Lasante has abandoned 
his appeals, he will pay the $20,000 
penalty in accordance with the sentence 
he was given by Judge Lisa Mrozinski 
on February 19, 2019. He was ordered 
to pay a $10,000 fine and to make a 
$10,000 contribution to the Habitat 
Conservation Fund. EFC must finish 
paying its $175,000 in penalties by 

February 21, 2025. The company must 
make annual payments of at least $2,000 
on the fine and $33,000 on the payment 
in trust to the Environmental Damages 
Fund until the penalties are paid in full.

Marilyn Burgoon decided to lay 
charges against Executive Flight Centre 
and the Province of BC when it became 
apparent that neither the federal nor the 
provincial government was going to do 
so. Marilyn received funding from West 
Coast Environmental Law (WCEL), 
engaged lawyer Lilina Lysenko of Trail, 

and launched the private prosecution 
in fall 2014. She urged the federal 
government to take over the case, which 
they finally did in January 2016. 

Lysenko said she thinks Marilyn 
would have been pleased with the 
result. “She always wanted justice for 
Lemon Creek, so I think she would 
have been happy that there’s been some 
accountability. Without Marilyn, we 
wouldn’t have had this. The decision 
had been made not to press charges, and 
here we have two criminal convictions 

complete with financial sanctions. I think 
Marilyn has really made a difference 
with respect to this particular case.”

In the February WCEL Legal 
e-Brief, there is an article entitled, 
‘Remembering Marilyn Burgoon.’ It 
concludes: “Marilyn’s dedication is an 
inspiration to all of us here at West Coast, 
and her legacy will be remembered by 
many in the Slocan Valley and across 
BC.” Marilyn was also well known in 
the Slocan Valley for her decades-long 
commitment to protecting Perry Ridge.

The Lemon Creek fuel spill court case that was initiated by Slocan Valley activist Marilyn Burgoon in fall 2014 finally came to an end on February 21.
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by Kathy Hartman
In the community you wish to live, 

can you find a place to rent or buy? Is 
the property safe and well maintained? 
Is there enough room for everyone in 
your family? How much of your income 
is going to your landlord or mortgage? 
How much of your income is going 
to energy (heating and transportation) 
costs? The Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK) wants to know and 

Is your housing adequate and affordable and appropriate?
is conducting an assessment of regional 
housing needs from Nakusp to Creston 
to Kaslo.

If you live in Kaslo, Nakusp, New 
Denver, Silverton, Slocan, Nelson, 
Salmo, Castlegar, Creston, or Electoral 
Areas A through K now, or have had 
to move away because of housing 
needs, your input is wanted to show 
where in the region more affordable, 
adequate and appropriate housing is 

needed. House-shaped survey boxes are 
placed in and around your community 
where you can fill in paper surveys. An 
online survey can be found at www.
rdck.ca/housing. The surveys will be 
collected and compiled at the end of 
March. All information gathered will 
be anonymous.

Data is currently being collected in 
a wide variety of ways for the RDCK 
by consultants M’akola Development 
Services. They presented an overview 
of the project at the Prestige in Nelson 
Friday, February 21 to a diverse group 
of non-profit housing advocates, 
community organizations and elected 
officials. The final report, coming out 
in August, will include profiles of each 
area and show the gaps in housing needs 
and where each community can leverage 
its strengths to fill these gaps. Sandy 
MacKay, the project lead from M’akola, 
says “the data will allow the region to 
speak with one voice upwards to the 
right person.” The hope is this process 
leads to more funding for affordable 
housing in the near future.

After the overview was presented, 
there was a spirited facilitated discussion 
among the participants to determine 
how to effectively move forward with 
the development of a regional housing 
advisory committee. Questions were 
raised and answered such as: What are 
we trying to achieve? What is the broad 
vision? Who needs to be involved in an 
advisory committee that is not already 
here? How do we know we are being 
effective?

There was a strong feeling in 
the room that throughout the region 
each community has similarities and 
differences that must be addressed, and 
also, how important it is to communicate 
this in a coordinated and shared effort 
to prospective funders. The concept of 
‘energy poverty,’ defined as the amount 
one spends on heat and transportation, 
was raised as a significant component 
of the region’s housing needs and how 
it will be measured. The desire, as one 
participant put it, “to get shovels in the 
ground” was noticeably present in the 
room by all groups. Much discussion on 
the how and the who followed. 

The next step is to create a regionally 
balanced working advisory committee. 
To get involved, contact Dana Hawkins 

at dhawkins@rdck.bc.ca or phone 250-
352-8153 or 1-800-268-7325.

The Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment is a recent requirement of 
the BC government. Local governments 
must submit a housing needs report 
every five years to the Province to better 
understand the kind of housing that is 
most needed in their communities, by 
identifying existing and projected gaps 
in housing supply. 

Please consider completing the 
online or paper survey before the end 
of March. You can find a survey at 
the New Denver Village office, the 
Silverton Village office, Silverton 
Building Supplies and at your library 
in Nakusp, Slocan, Kaslo, Nelson, 
Castlegar, and Creston. Look for the box.

The Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) is conducting an assessment of regional 
housing needs from Nakusp to Creston to Kaslo.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

by Art Joyce 
Revelstoke author Laura Stovel has 

released Swift River, a new book on the 
history of the Columbia River and its 
first peoples, focusing particularly on 
the Sinixt. There have been at least six 
books released on Sinixt history, but this 
one explicitly links Sinixt occupation to 
the Upper Arrow Lake and Revelstoke 
area, a fact that had been overlooked or 
ignored in settler histories. 

“In Revelstoke, we were always 
told that no Indigenous people lived 
here,” explains Stovel. “We now know 
that this is not true. I wanted to write 
a book that showed that Indigenous 
people have been here, likely for 
thousands of years, that included every 
recorded instance of contact once fur 
traders arrived, and that explained 
why it was impossible for Sinixt and 
Secwepemc people to remain here 
once the settlers arrived, especially 
after 1884.”

Stovel was born and raised in 
Revelstoke and has a PhD in sociology 
from Simon Fraser University, 
specializing in justice and reconciliation 

Revelstoke author releases Columbia River/Sinixt history
after war or other forms of mass 
violence. She has done a superb job 
on Swift River, subtitled ‘Stories of the 
First People and First Travellers on the 
Columbia River Around Revelstoke.’ 
The book is exhaustively researched, 
with over 500 footnotes and references, 
making it one of the most credible non-
academic books to date on the topic. 
Stovel’s graceful narrative flow avoids 
the blame game and focuses instead on 
setting the historical record straight. 
But the book doesn’t focus exclusively 
on the Sinixt. 

“It’s also about the women, 
children, Hawaiians, Iroquois and 
French Canadians who were part of 
the region’s fur trade history and are 
now forgotten. I wanted to shake up our 
simplistic narrative of this land.” A little 
known fact revealed in Swift River is that 
Hawaiians were among the most highly 
prized voyageurs during the fur trade era 
on the Columbia River.

Revelstoke Museum curator 
Cathy English had worked with former 
Sinixt spokesperson Virgil Seymour 
to create the museum’s first dedicated 

display of Sinixt artifacts, language 
and culture. Sinixt language instructor 
Shelly Boyd contributes a chapter to 
the book outlining the revival of what 
is considered an endangered language. 
Author Eileen Delehanty Pearkes, 
whose The Geography of Memory 
(2002) was probably the first Sinixt 
history written for a general rather than 
an academic audience, worked as an 
editorial advisor on Stovel’s book. 

Stovel meticulously traces the 
missteps that led to the “extinct” status 
declaration by the Canadian government 
in 1956. In the century previous, federal 
Indian Agents had lumped the Sinixt 
in with the Ktunaxa (Kootenay), or 
labelled them as “American Indians,” 
making it more convenient to pretend 
they no longer existed as a distinct 
nation. As is often the case in imperial 
history, colonial courts sided with 
settlers when it came to land claims. But 
not all settlers were against them. Stovel 
relates how ethnologist James Teit 
tried valiantly to secure the Christian 
family’s tenure on the ancient Sinixt 
settlement at Brilliant, all to no avail. 

Ethnologists Randy Bouchard and 
Dorothy Kennedy made it clear through 
rigorous research that the Sinixt were 
a people distinct from the Okanagan, 
Ktunaxa or Secwepemc. Stovel’s 
matter-of-fact approach underscores the 
tragedy of the attempted erasure of the 
Sinixt people, as for example with the 
letter from Antoinette Christian to James 
Teit, heartbroken that her land had been 
taken without her even being told. 

“One of the more surprising things 
in this book was how possible it was to 
trace the stories individual Sinixt and 
other Indigenous people, especially 
women. In one case I was able to find 
out what happened to Adeline, the wife 
of a Sinixt man who was shot by a settler 
at Galena Bay in 1884. I learned that 
she lived to be 106 years old and is the 
great-grandmother of two Sinixt friends, 
one of whom contributed to this book.” 

Sinixt elder Patti Bailey contributes 
a chapter; she was instrumental in 
bringing Teck to court for a century of 
dumping toxic waste into the Columbia 
River. Three levels of court ruled in 
favour of the Sinixt. Stovel also includes 

the landmark case of Colville Sinixt 
Rick Desautel, who deliberately hunted 
elk north of the border to assert their 
right to hunt in traditional territory. This 
case also was decided in their favour, 
though the BC government is appealing 
it. A chapter by Nakusp farmer Janet 
Spicer provides a moving portrait of 
the Arrow Lakes prior to flooding for 
the dams, making the environmental 
and social devastation clear.

“The Columbia and Slocan Rivers 
have never been the same for me after 
I researched and wrote this book and 
I hope readers of Swift River will feel 
the same,” says Stovel. “Both the 
Slocan and Columbia Valleys have 
a rich Indigenous history, especially 
with the Sinixt. Understanding more 
of that history opens our minds to new 
questions and makes new relationships 
with Sinixt people possible.” 

The book is available for $30 
at Raven’s Nest in New Denver, 
Spiritwood Books in Nakusp, Gold Rush 
Bookstore in Rossland, Touchstones and 
Otter Books in Nelson, Grizzly Books in 
Revelstoke and the Revelstoke Museum, 
and other bookstores in the region.

by Jan McMurray
Area H Director Walter Popoff is 

gauging public opinion in the Slocan 
Valley on dog control, noise control and 
unsightly premises. An opinion poll has 
been mailed to Area H residents.

“This is an opinion poll – not a 
referendum,” Director Popoff said in an 

Slocan Valley residents asked if they want dog control, noise, unsightly premises bylaws
interview. “The purpose of the poll is to 
give me a better understanding of what 
residents want to see. It doesn’t mean the 
bylaws will be passed.”

Director Popoff said he decided to 
conduct the poll based on the number 
of calls he’s been getting about issues 
that could be addressed with a noise 

bylaw, dog control bylaw or an unsightly 
premises bylaw.

“I’ve gotten quite a few calls about 
raves happening up and down the valley 
that last from Friday afternoon until early 
Monday morning, and people complain 
about the noise,” Director Popoff said. 
“If we had a noise bylaw, a bylaw 

enforcement officer could go out there 
and shut down the noise at a certain 
hour.” Popoff added that a Special Events 
Permit bylaw for Areas H and E of the 
RDCK is in the works, but that won’t 
address the noise issue.

In 2012, there was an opinion 
poll about a dog control bylaw, Popoff 
reported, and 69% of residents were 
against it. However, he has received calls 
from people who have been attacked or 
intimidated by aggressive dogs “to the 
point where they don’t want to walk 
on the trail or in their neighbourhood 
anymore,” he said. A dog control bylaw 
would be complaint driven, he said, so 
a complaint about a certain dog or dogs 
would have to be called in to the RDCK 
bylaw enforcement officer. There would 
not be an officer on patrol.

The deadline is February 29 to send 
your opinion to the RDCK. Director 
Popoff says he expects it will take some 
time to tabulate the results.

by Jan McMurray
A zoning bylaw for the Playmor 

Junction, South Slocan and Crescent 
Valley area will be added to the RDCK 
staff’s work plan. This was decided at the 
February RDCK board meeting, when 
the board received a petition asking for 
a “Local Community Plan for Playmor 
Junction Area to guide development that 
would not conflict with the residential 
and commercial values the Community 
enjoys.”

RDCK Area H (Slocan Valley) 
Director Walter Popoff told the Valley 
Voice that residents of the junction 
area contacted him with concerns 
about industrial development coming 

Petition from Playmor Junction area residents asks for zoning
to their residential neighbourhoods. A 
cement company had come to town, and 
residents realized more industry could be 
on its way with part of Teck Cominco’s 
former powerline right-of-way land 
for sale. Popoff says he advised those 
who contacted him to gauge support 
for a zoning bylaw, which would give 
residents a say about where and what 
kind of development can happen in their 
communities. They put out the petition 
to gauge public support, and got a 
significant number of signatures. 

Popoff stressed that the process 
involved with creating a zoning bylaw 
is a lengthy one, and that there will be 
public input opportunities along the way.

Director Popoff also notes that an 
aquifer vulnerability assessment that 
includes Playmor Junction and portions 
of South Slocan and Crescent Valley 
has recently been completed, and this 
is another reason he is happy to look at 
a zoning bylaw for the area. “The study 
defines sensitive areas in the aquifer 
that could be subject to development 
pressures. So that’s another reason for 
a zoning bylaw, along with the petition, 
to guide development so it has minimal 
impact on the aquifer,” he said.

submitted
Slocan Lake RCMP responded 

to a report of a theft of a vehicle in 
progress in Rosebery at about 1 am 
on February 9. 

At least two unidentified suspects 
were driving a stolen black diesel 
crew cab Ford F350 with a large 
brushed aluminum bumper. They 
allegedly gained access to a white 
Ford F350 parked at a Rosebery 
residence. The owners of the vehicle 
were alerted and set out to intervene 
in the theft.

The suspects  rammed the 
complainant’s vehicle, which they had 
blocked in, and fled the area, leaving 
behind the white Ford F350 they had 
attempted to steal. 

The suspects’ black Ford F350 
suffered damage to the passenger side 
front end and fled on Highway 6. It 
was located abandoned in the parking 

Attempted theft of truck in Rosebery
lot of the Leland Hotel in Nakusp 
on February 11. The truck had been 
reported stolen out of Alberta.

Police believe the suspects were 
driving through the area looking 
for vehicles that may have been left 
unsecured. Slocan Lake and Nakusp 
RCMP wish to remind residents to 
secure their property by ensuring 
their vehicles and homes are locked. 
The RCMP is also requesting that the 
public report suspicious activities to 
the police to help stop property crimes.

The investigation is ongoing and 
is being led by Slocan Lake RCMP. 
The Slocan Lake and Nakusp RCMP 
are looking for any witnesses that may 
have observed a truck matching the 
description of the black Ford F350 in 
the area and its occupants. If you have 
any information please contact the 
Slocan Lake RCMP at 250-358-2222 
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.
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A name for the 
season

We need a name for this delightful 
time of year in the West Kootenay. 
(‘Shoulder season’ sounds like meat 
tenderizer.) The days are noticeably 
longer; the seed catalogs are sprouting; 
the squirrels are bouncing; the mud-
puddles want splashing. Optimists say 
winter is in retreat; pessimists say spring 
could still suffer setbacks. No matter – 
the sap is rising – this season needs its 
own name. Any suggestions?

Alex Berland
Passmore

Response to 
‘Should we 
really stop the 
pipeline?’

I would like to comment on William 
Cuell’s letter to the editor in the last issue. 
Coal is actually 30% cleaner than natural 
gas if you take into account the carbon, 
beginning to end. The new coal-fired 
plants since the ’70s have clean burn 
technology and scrubbers, etc. Shipping 
our natural gas to other countries in ships 
takes an incredible amount of diesel. 
Why and for what? Maybe we should 
just “ask the young.”

Also, pipeline or not. Any 
construction/production is destruction. 
How many of you would drink water 
from an aquifer after... Also, why has 
there been such a high increase in seismic 
activity since geothermal and fracking...

Don’t live in a cave. But don’t 
consume in excess as we have become 
‘entitled’ or ‘enabled’ as ‘white, 
privileged, westerners.’ 90% of us 
would be just fine without a car or cell 
phone, which I suspect will happen 
sooner or later. I believe this is the key 
point. We can ship all our manufacturing 
to where there are no rules. And we all 
live downstream. Who cares what type 
of fuel, or manufacturing you want. It’s 
all destruction.

James Shaw
Kaslo

Open letter re: pipeline to 
Prime Minister Trudeau 
and Honourable 
Carolyn Bennett

It should be recognized that if 
CoastalGas and Premier Horgan had 
recognized the legal and jurisdictional 
rights of the Wet’suwet’en hereditary 
chiefs, and rerouted the pipeline route to 
protect the culturally sensitive area of the 
Wet’suwet’en territory, that none of this 
fiasco would have happened.

I appreciated your cautionary 
remarks today, Prime Minister Trudeau. 
Canada is on the path to reconciliation, 
and sometimes we are clumsy in the 
ways we go about it. We private citizens 
do not have the jurisdiction to call out 
the RCMP when we are upset when 
our water sources are poisoned, or our 
environment is destroyed, much to our 
future’s livelihood and financial loss.

However, industry has men with 
guns ready to force people against their 
better judgement. That is imperialistic 
heavy-handedness at its core.

It has been a very expensive fiasco 
for Canadian taxpayers, paying for the 
RCMP, and loss of railway use due to 
legal oversight and lack of resolution.

May industry and courts take this 
lesson to heart. To resolve this inflated 
mountain-out-of-a-molehill, 3 actions 
need to be taken:

1. The rights of the Wet’suwet’en 
hereditary chiefs need to be publicly 
recognized and respected by the Supreme 
Court of BC. 2. CoastalGas needs to go 
back to the drawing board with the 
Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs, and find 
resolution for the gas pipeline route. 3. 
Apologies need to be made publicly to 
the Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs by 
CoastalGas, Premier Horgan and the 
Supreme Court of BC.

None of us are perfect. We must 
listen more carefully, and not trigger 
into violent action. May all residents of 
Canada reconcile their differences, and 
work together as a team.

Susan Eyre
Yahk

Mother Nature: 
Anything she can 
do we can do better

We’ve turned the world upside 
down. No, I don’t mean just the 
tarsands. Get this: we cut down all the 
trees wherever we can, and then try to 
figure out a way to capture the excess 
C02 in the atmosphere. Very expensive. 
Guess what? Trees have been doing just 
that for millions of years, producing 
wood in the process.

We think we’ll save the world if 
only we all go vegan, so we take plants 
and use fossil fuel energy to transport 
them to a factory that uses fossil fuel to 
turn them into meat. Guess what? Cows 
and sheep have been doing just that for 
millions of years, and producing fertilizer 
in the process.

We eat less than half of the food we 
produce. The rest is garbage, and we 
don’t know how to dispose of it. Guess 
what? Pigs and chickens have been 
doing just that for millions of years, and 
producing great meat in the process.

We have concentrated cows, pigs, 
and chickens in confined spaces that 
contain thousands of animals each, an 
ideal breeding environment for bacteria 
and viruses. As the s--t piles up, it 
produces vast amounts of CO2 and 

methane, polluting the surrounding soil 
and groundwater. Killing and cutting 
facilities are powered by, what else, fossil 
fuels. And do you have any idea how 
much offal you get from 5,000 head of 
cattle butchered every day? Where does 
that go? Ravens and crows used to turn 
that into fertilizer overnight, and spread 
it for miles around. Not no more!

But Australia is burning. The 
Amazon rainforest is burning. Glaciers 
and the polar ice cap are melting fast. We 
gotta do something.

We’re working on it. Thinking about 
alternative energy sources. Pretty soon, 
we will see tanker trucks pulled by a team 
of Clydesdales.

Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Thoughts on 
the pipeline

When the Liberal government 
chose to purchase the oil pipeline 
to the Lower Mainland, I could not 
help noticing that this took place 
shortly after Prime Minister Trudeau 
returned from China. Recently I came 
across an article in the Guardian from 
May 31, 2018: ‘Did Canada buy an 
oil pipeline in fear of being sued by 
China? The logic to Trudeau’s action 
may lie in an obscure and overlooked 

2014 agreement to ensure China got a 
pipeline built.’ This agreement, called 
FIPA, negotiated by Prime Minister 
Harper in 2014, shut down secondary 
industry (and jobs) and returned 
Canada to a more colonial state where 
raw materials are simply shipped out 
of the country. (The documentary film 
Freightened gives a further perspective 
on this failure to establish meaningful 
secondary industry in so many parts 
of the world. Watch the trailer online.) 
I came across a video with Taylor 
Bachrach (MP) speaking on behalf 
of the Wet’suwet’en in his Skeena-
Bulkley riding. Having been the mayor 
of Smithers for a couple of terms, he is 
well acquainted with these people and 
relates specific incidents of some of 
their brutal treatment. I grew up in that 
valley and also remember these people. 
I was still a child but remember well the 
haunting sadness I felt at witnessing 
these people who appeared crushed, a 
feeling I understood only much later. 
I remember the enormous residential 
school on the way to Prince George 
set in the centre of a large clearing and 
wondering about it. The clearing was 
probably necessary to spot escapees 
before they could disappear into the 
bushes.

I also recall how generously 
my family was welcomed by these 
Indigenous people, more welcoming, 
in fact, than some of our co-pioneers in 
the valley. They appeared to possess a 
wisdom that enabled them to see beyond 
ethnicity, culture and religion and see 
us for what we were. I’m inclined to 
believe that if we developed economic 
initiatives that were a genuine benefit 
for our country, we would possibly 
encounter a greater cooperation.

Norbert Duerichen
New Denver
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Seeing through the 
fog at the Willa Mine

The strange story of the Willa Mine 
near Silverton is getting murkier and 
murkier the more it is investigated. 
Although MX Gold still holds the 
mining permit, it sold the mineral tenure/ 
claim to Cameo Industries in March 
2019 for the grand sum of $1. Then, 
only five months later, in August 2019, 
Cameo let it lapse back to the previous 
tenure holders, Richard Billingsley and 
partners. According to Mr. Billingsley (in 
last week’s Valley Voice) this happened 
after Cameo had just spent $105,000 on 
“assessment work.” 

Cameo obviously realized that it 
was not worth holding on to the Willa 
tenure/claim. So now Mr. Billingsley is 
stuck with it again and needs to unload 
it. He seems to have a large inventory of 
claims in BC and the US which he looks 
to option or sell to mining companies. It 
is no wonder that he proclaimed Willa 
as “promising” and said that it “has 
substantial value.” This in spite of the fact 
that unsubstantiated claims about Willa 
recently landed Akesh Patel (ex-CEO of 
MX Gold and Cameo) with a $20,000 
fine from the BC Securities Commission, 
and a suspension of trading. 

Mr. Billingsley was doing what so 
many have done in the past – talking up 
the potential of Willa without making 
it clear that while there may be some 
mineral ‘resources,’ these are very 
different from economically mineable 
mineral ‘reserves.’ This is a crucial 
difference. That is one reason why Willa 
sold last year for $1 – half the price of 
a 6/49 lottery ticket. Then the buyers 
assessed it and walked away.

There need to be major changes to 
BC’s antiquated Mineral Tenure Act (and 
not just the Mines Act) so that, in future, 
claim owners bear some responsibility 
for the environmental degradation often 
created by mining operations. This might 
curb the rampant speculation which 
allows claim owners to stake (now at 
the click of a mouse) and then trade, 
vast areas of Crown land, sensitive 
watersheds, Indigenous lands, and even 
private lands, as if they were poker chips. 

The Environmental Law Centre 
has pegged the liability costs for old 
mines in BC at $1 billion, while a report 
from watchdog group MiningWatch 
Canada estimated the figure to be closer 
to $3 billion. Changing the laws is 
critical. In the meantime, government 
should consider supporting more 
mine reclamation work in the Slocan 
Valley, which could provide valuable 
employment opportunities for local 
operators.

Mines Committee
Red Mountain Residents Association 

Liquified natural gas
When oil was discovered as a 

useful substance for humanity, it 
wasn’t considered useful for powering 
automobiles – it was useful for lighting 
our houses at night. We were after the 
kerosene, not the gasoline. The gasoline 
was way too volatile to be of any use, 
so we just burned it off. The same thing 

happened to a huge amount of natural gas 
when we did finally learn how to control 
gasoline, and use it for transportation. I 
remember driving through Alberta as 
a youngster, smelling and seeing the 
natural gas flares marking every oil well.

In the Pierre Trudeau years I 
remember the discussion on natural 
gas, and it wasn’t about where can we 
sell it? how much can we get for it? 
and how fast can we get it done? The 
discussion was about SHOULD we sell 
it? because people then recognized what 
a tremendous gift we had been blessed 
with. We had enough easily accessible 
fuel to heat our buildings in this very 
cold country for many, many years. 
When Trudeau was deposed, the idea 
of a national energy plan, and the idea 
of saving our beautiful clean burning 
natural gas went out the door with him, 
and the big energy companies, bent on 
massive profits, sought to extract it and 
sell it as quickly as possible.

Now, almost all of that easily tapped 
natural gas has been squandered or sold 
off at bargain basement prices, and 
the only natural gas left for us now is 
unnatural gas. It has to be fracked out 
of the earth using huge amounts of an 
even more valuable resource – fresh 
water. During and after this fracking 
process we lose a lot of natural gas to 
the atmosphere, greatly enhancing our 
carbon footprint. And of course there 
is that other minor inconvenience that 
fracking causes – earthquakes.

So now our development-crazed 
governments, catering to consumers’ 
NEEDS for a third car, a motorhome, a 
big boat, a quad, a yearly international 
vacation, and a 5,000 square foot house, 
have decided to liquify the difficult 
natural gas we have left, and send it 
over to China and India. Our leaders, 
bent on ramping up the exploitation of 
all our energy resources, are spending 
billions of dollars and bulldozing anyone 
who isn’t in agreement out of the way 
to achieve their suspect legacy. They 
are even willing to flood another huge 
tract of fertile farmland, and important 
human and wildlife habitat, and use the 
generated electricity to liquify our natural 
gas for export. Then we will put it on 
diesel-burning ships, and send it to those 
international markets, of course doing 
our best to make sure it doesn’t blow 
Kitimat to hell in the process.

Meanwhile, there is no agreement 
from China or India to use our gas to 
generate electricity. They can use it 
however they please.

We live in a very cold country. We 
NEED our natural gas, and it is the only 
viable fuel left to us to heat our houses 
that is still affordable. It won’t stay that 
way.

Our leaders would have us believe 
that this is the way to save the world’s 
environment. This is pure unadulterated 
green washing.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Your taxpayer 
dollars at work: 
BC government 

to punch 
another ATV 
road through 
the backcountry

In the most recent issue of the 
Valley Voice the public was finally 
informed by government agency 
Recreation Sites and Trails BC 
(RSTBC) of the revised plan for 
the highly contentious, years-long 
process to settle routes for a network 
of trails from Rosebery to Summit 
Lake in the north end of the Slocan 
Valley.

What was overlooked in the self-
congratulatory back-patting among 
committee members was this: the 
taxpayer is now on the hook for a very 
expensive new all-terrain-vehicle 
(ATV) road to be punched through 
our backcountry, a good portion 
of it directly though habitat for 
endangered mountain caribou. This 
new road is to be created in spite of 
the fact that motorized riders already 
have thousands of kilometres of 
backcountry trails, secondary roads 
and logging roads in this area.

The new ATV road will be part 
of a lengthy loop-trail running from 
Nakusp to Summit Lake, along the 
west slope of the Bonanza Creek 
drainage, through Hills, crossing the 
highway and then up Ranch Ridge 
to above Rosebery. What the map 
issued by RSTBC doesn’t show 
is that the ATVers’ plan is to then 
loop back to the northwest, back to 
Nakusp. In total, this will fragment 
and negatively impact some 100 
kilometres of backcountry.

RSTBC’s promotion of this trail 
as a ‘world-class ride’ will bring 
substantially increased motorized 
use – it won’t just be locals out 
tooling around in the backcountry 
anymore. With new staging areas 
and lots of public signage, promotion 
on government websites and in 
visitor centres, articles in off-road 
magazines, etc. we can expect an 
exponential increase in negative 
impacts.

Given that, we wonder: just 
exactly what are we celebrating here?

We are in the midst of a 
global climate crisis brought on 
by humanity’s excessive burning 
of fossil fuels. Instead of taking 
all steps possible to conserve and 
reduce discretionary fuel use, this 
government agency is instead 
building yet another road for 
motorized backcountry riders. This 
is massively out of step with what 
needs to be done moving forward 
if we are to reduce harms from the 
burning of hydrocarbons. We should 
be reducing unnecessary burning of 
fossil fuels, not using taxpayer dollars 
to build another ATV road through 
the wilderness.

Moving ahead, we must protect 
the ecosystem services that wilderness 
provides. It is foolhardy to fragment 
the backcountry and pump more 
hydrocarbons into our atmosphere, 

yet this is the short-sighted thinking of 
our government’s outdoor recreation 
agency.

Background for your readers: 
the Valhalla Foundation for Ecology 
purchased the Snk’mip Marsh 
Sanctuary property (at the north end 
of Slocan Lake) in 2017. The rail trail 
section through the marsh ecosystem 
was at the time designated by RSTBC 
as motorized. The VFE repeatedly 
expressed our vehement opposition 
to this, through all possible channels 
– a road through a wetland ecosystem 
is clearly inappropriate. But what 
should have been a simple adjustment 
to the plan was categorically opposed 
by RSTBC.

A tour of the area with agency 
staff in the spring of 2018 resulted 
only in their representative Justin 
Dexter expressing renewed support 
for motorized use through the marsh 
ecosystem and in June of 2018 signs 
went up along the rail trail publicly 
indicating that section as motorized. 
We requested that the signs be taken 
down until proper ecological surveys 
could be done. RSTBC refused.

At this point we engaged the 
support of our Member of Parliament, 
Dick Cannings, who wrote an 
unequivocal letter to FLNRO Minister 
Donaldson, asking him to reconsider 
ATV use in this sensitive wetland 
area – a birders’ paradise in a very 
rare and endangered forested-wetland 
ecosystem. We had meetings with our 
MLA Katrine Conroy, who expressed 
concern about such a misguided use 
of the rail trail. We engaged every 
possible method to make RSTBC see 
sense but for years they steadfastly 
refused to change their plan.

What finally changed?
It’s fair to say it took the very 

serious threat of impending legal 
action to get RSTBC and its committee 
to change course. We had strong legal 
grounds to stop motorized use through 
the marsh ecosystem, based on off-
road vehicles’ detrimental effects on 
our marsh nature sanctuary. Our court 
filing was supported by our science 
review of the negative ecological 
impacts of off-road-vehicle use, 
particularly noise impacts on sensitive 
bird species. VFE chairperson Wayne 
McCrory, a registered professional 
biologist, prepared the review along 
with other expert biologists.

It took this concerted opposition 
to ensure Recreation Sites and Trails 
BC kept motorized use off the 
ecologically sensitive Snk’mip marsh 
area. We are pleased that the ‘Plan B’ 
reroutes what was to be a motorized 
section of trail through the sensitive 
ecosystem of the Snk’mip marsh. 
From an ecological point of view, 
we’re also glad that no new bridge 
will be built over Bonanza Creek that 
would have channeled considerably 
increased ATV traffic into the Hills 
area. We also welcome components of 
the revised plan that require seasonal 
trail closures for western toads, 
grizzly bears and ungulates.

That said, it is relevant to point 

out that these changes were made 
only after years of protest and strong 
concerns voiced by the Valhalla 
Foundation, a substantial number of 
biologists (including those eventually 
engaged by RSTBC to study the 
route) and many concerned local 
citizens. This all could have been 
avoided if a proper, independent 
environmental review were done in 
the first place.

When RSTBC took this rail 
trail project over from the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay back in 
2015, it was clear from the outset they 
were determined to provide motorized 
access for ATVers and other off-road 
vehicle riders. Only token recognition 
was given to serious environmental 
concerns such as on adjacent 
wetlands. Efforts to designate the trail 
as non-motorized fell on deaf ears. 
When the agency publicly posted 
signs – before ecological studies had 
been done – depicting the marsh area 
as a motorized trail, it was the last 
straw for the VFE. We worked with 
noted local lawyer Lilina Lysenko 
(who is also handling the Lemon 
Creek fuel spill case) to prepare court 
filings to request an injunction to stop 
Recreation Sites & Trails BC.

The ‘Plan B’ that readers saw 
presented in the last issue of this 
newspaper, and which RSTBC and 
the rail trail committee are now 
holding up as wonderful example 
of community cooperation, was 
undertaken only when they were faced 
with the messy and embarrassing 
possibility of legal action.

Ignoring significant community 
and biologists’ concerns about 
ecological impacts – for years – is 
not how a good community planning 
process should be done. It dragged 
the community into years of hurtful 
and unnecessary conflict. This could 
have been resolved in the beginning 
with a comprehensive, well-designed 
technical review and a fair, unbiased 
planning process. Taxpayer dollars 
and untold volunteer hours by 
concerned citizens were wasted on 
this poorly conducted and duplicitous 
‘community engagement’ exercise. 
The ultimate responsibility for the 
whole mess rests at the feet of Justin 
Dexter of Rec Sites and Trails BC.

The outcome: we get two separate 
trails, one for human-powered 
recreation and one for machine-
powered recreation. It is a shame that 
so much time and energy and taxpayer 
dollars were spent to come to the 
conclusion that taxpayers need to pay 
for yet another road for the very small 
portion of the population that needs to 
ride atop a machine to ‘enjoy’ nature. 
Given that a global climate crisis is 
upon us and is projected to intensify 
in the coming decades, how can we 
possibly justify putting yet more 
fume-spewing, invasive-species-
spreading, hydrocarbon-burning, 
wildlife-displacing motorized 
machines into our wilderness? 

Lorna Visser & Wayne McCrory 
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology



The Valley Voice   February 27, 20206

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

KASLO & DISTRICT

The Hospice Society of 
North Kootenay Lake
NOTICE of ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

and NOTICE of SPECIAL 
RESOLUTION

Saturday March 7th

10:00 am – noon
Kaslo Seniors’ Hall

Attending the AGM and purchasing a 2020 
membership are tangible ways to demon-
strate community support for palliative care 
and grief/bereavement services for North 
Kootenay lake. 
Please join us for information and re-
freshments. 
M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
and details of special 
r e s o l u t i o n  p l e a s e 
call 250 353 2299, 
email hospice@kaslo.
org or visit www.hsnkl.org

by Jan McMurray
RDCK CAO Stuart Horn made a 

budget presentation on February 12 in 
Kaslo council chambers.

Preliminary RDCK budget numbers 
for Kaslo and Area D show a tax hike of 
15.48% for Kaslo residents and of more 
than 13.75% for Area D residents. Final 
budget numbers won’t be available until 
the end of March.

Horn’s presentation showed the 
estimated amount of RDCK taxes on an 
average home in Kaslo and some Area 
D communities. On a $350,000 home in 
Kaslo, RDCK taxes were estimated at 
$829.87. In Meadow Creek, owners of a 
$250,000 home will have an RDCK tax 
bill of about $691.38. Area D residents 
who don’t pay into the mosquito control 
service will pay about $385.78 in RDCK 
taxes on a $250,000 home. A $250,000 
home in Pineridge will generate an 
RDCK tax bill of about $363.74. An 
Area D resident who pays into the Kaslo 
fire service will have a $612.96 RDCK 
tax bill on a $250,000 home. Those 

RDCK tax hike for Kaslo & Area D residents this year
who pay into the Ainsworth/ Woodbury 
fire service will see an RDCK tax bill 
of about $458.13 on a $250,000 home.

According to the preliminary 
budget numbers, RDCK services that 
are increasing a fair bit in cost for 
Kaslo and Area D taxpayers in 2020 
include General Administration, Kaslo 
& Area D Economic Development 
Commission, Fire Protection, Emergency 
Communications 911, Emergency 
Planning, Refuse Disposal, Parks and 
Recreation, Transit, Kaslo Fire, and 
Mosquito Control.

The General Administration service 
“keeps the lights on” at the RDCK offices 
in Nelson. All Village of Kaslo residents 
combined will pay $23,913 for General 
Administration this year, compared to 
$20,185 last year. Area D residents all 
together will pay $49,736, where they 
paid $41,557 last year.

Mayor Hewat said the numbers 

for the Kaslo & Area D Economic 
Development Commission (EDC) were 
very preliminary and she expected them 
to change. Numbers presented at the 
meeting were $3,572 for Village of 
Kaslo residents altogether ($2,942 last 
year) and $7,428 for Area D residents 
($6,058 last year). The draft budget 
for the EDC includes $5,000 for the 
Kaslo Housing Society’s coordinator, 
$10,000 for the Chamber (from Rural 
Dividend funds), $3,700 for primary 
care paramedic training, and $1,400 for 
secretarial support for the commission.

The 911 service is increasing 
because of new equipment required for 
the move away from analogue to digital 
equipment. The Village of Kaslo will 
pay $6,319 this year ($4,701 last year) 
and Area D will pay $13,143 ($9,679 
last year). 

Emergency Planning is going 
up because of ever higher provincial 

standards and requirements, Horn said. 
The Village of Kaslo will contribute 
$15,086 to this service this year ($11,961 
last year) and Area D will contribute 
$31,377 ($24,625 last year).

Refuse Disposal, which pays for 
landfills, transfer stations and recycling 
depots, is going up 25% this year. It went 
up 15% last year. However, Horn pointed 
out that there were no increases over the 
10 years prior. The main culprit for the 
hike is the HB Mine tailings facility – 
the RDCK borrowed $4 million to buy 
and remediate it. This service will cost 
the Village of Kaslo $85,033 in 2020 
($68,064 last year) and Area D $176,860 
($140,132 last year).

The Parks & Recreation service 
pays for parks, the arena and curling club 
facility, and community halls. Mayor 
Hewat cautioned that these preliminary 
numbers would likely change, but the 
numbers presented at the meeting were 

$81,232 for Kaslo ($76,492 last year) 
and $168,995 for Area D ($157,483 
last year).

The transit service will cost the 
Village of Kaslo $18,874 in 2020 
($16,845 last year) and Area D $38,245 
($34,134 last year).

Services that are paid by a portion 
of Area D residents include Kaslo Fire, 
which is increasing to $181,088 this 
year compared to $148,095 last year; the 
Mosquito Control for the Meadow Creek 
area, which is going up to $64,000 from 
$60,000 last year; Mosquito Control 
for Pineridge, which is up to $12,403 
this year ($11,690 last year); and the 
library service, which will cost $66,337 
($64,873 last year).

All in all, the RDCK will raise 
through taxation about $494,603 from 
Kaslo residents this year ($428,319 last 
year), and more than $669,501 from Area 
D ($588,554 last year).

by Jan McMurray
• The Liquid Waste Management 

Plan (LWMP) was given ministerial 
approval, subject to two conditions. 
A ‘receiving environment monitoring 
program’ must be developed and 
implemented, and a plan monitoring 
committee must be established to 
oversee and evaluate implementation 
of the LWMP.

• Council approved the application 
to the Investing in Canada Infrastructure 
Program for replacement of the A 
Ave waterline and upgrades to the 
water treatment plant, including the 
installation of a UV system.

• Conceptual plans for Front Street 
Park improvements were received. A 

Kaslo council, February 11: Liquid Waste Management Plan given ministerial approval
grant application to CBT’s Community 
Outdoor Revitalization program will be 
submitted for the project, requesting 
75% of the total cost. The maximum 
budget for the project is estimated 
at $700,000. The Village will raise 
the remaining costs through reserve 
funding, other grants, in-kind and 
fundraising efforts.

• Council received a report on 
the Kaslo & District Community 
Forest Society. A recreation committee 
has been formed and is working on 
a comprehensive trail plan for the 
tenure area. The committee is also 
looking at possible ways to diversify 
the community forest’s operations. 
Cooper Face logging is complete and 

an access road in the Wardner Trail 
area was built last fall. The society has 
applied for grants for further interface 
fuel treatment work in 2020. The 2019 
financials are showing a loss, but less 
than had been projected. The 2020 
budget again projects a loss.

• Council received a letter from the 
Kaslo Outdoor Recreation and Trails 
Society (KORTS), asking for a letter 
of support to construct the realignment 
of the Lettrari Loop near the gravel pit. 
Staff will reply.

• Council received a letter from 
the Partners for Climate Protection 
Program, congratulating the Village 
for developing an emissions inventory.

• The Recreation Grant application 

form will be edited to state that the 
activity must be conducted within 
Kaslo and Area D and that organizations 
already receiving operational funding 
from the Kaslo and Area D recreation 
service will be given lower priority.

• A six-month extension to the 
lease with Hospice Society of North 
Kootenay Lake for office space in the 
Kemball building was approved.

• The rental fee for driver training at 
the Kaslo Aerodrome was set at $500, 
plus crew and equipment time for snow 
clearing, site preparation and clean-up 
if required.

• Staff will write to FortisBC, 
asking about a separate location for a 
second fast charger in Kaslo. 

submitted
Join us for the opening night 

reception of two great new exhibits 
in the Langham galleries, featuring 
an original collage installation and 
a historical exhibition opening on 
Friday, February 28, 7–9 pm. Once 
We Were Whole by Nelson-based 
artist Deborah Thompson explores 

The Langham Gallery features art and history exhibitions
themes in underworld mythology and 
the narrative potential of gesture in 
the human/animal form. Experience 
a special opportunity to join Deborah 
as she creates an original collage 
installation in the Langham West 
Gallery. Drop into the gallery to watch 
her at work, discuss her process, and 
witness this exciting exhibition come 

to life on the gallery walls. Drop-in 
hours are Sunday, February 23 to 
Thursday February 27, 2–5 pm.

Simultaneously, the Kootenay 
Lake Archives presents the exhibition 
George Alexander and Mod Cons 
Come to Kaslo. In 1897 mining 
activity in the area was booming 
and as the City of Kaslo grew so did 

the demand for the conveniences 
of running water, telephone and 
electricity. Come and see how Kaslo 
became modernized in this historical 
exhibition.

Artist talks and refreshments are 
free to the public but donations are 
appreciated. For more information 
visit: www.thelangham.ca

submitted
The ever-popular FLIKS screening 

series will feature Indian filmmaker 
Rohena Gera’s award-winning Sir at The 
Langham on Thursday, February 27 at 7 
pm. Gera, the first female director and 
screenwriter to win the Birmingham 
Indian Film Festival’s audience award, 
has created a delicately observed and 
heartfelt drama exploring social taboos 
and the status of women. 

We follow the story of Ratka, a 
young woman from a remote village who 
has come to Mumbai to be the live-in 
maid to a young wealthy newly married 

FLIKS returns to The Langham with film from India
couple in their ritzy apartment. But a 
monumental altercation between the 
couple has scuttled their marriage plans. 
Now Ratka’s job is looking after this 

highly attractive and eligible young man. 
They will effectively be living together, 
and sexual tensions begin to brew.

Film review website Rotten 

Tomatoes says: “Sir is charming... its 
optimistic tone and humanistic core that 
tells people to be themselves makes for 
a glorious watch.” 

submitted
The West Kootenay People Who 

Support the Wet’suwet’en will be 
hosting screenings of the 22-minute 
documentary film Water Warriors in 
Kaslo, Argenta and Meadow Creek. 
Screenings will include a discussion 
with film participant Nipawi Kakinoosit. 
The theme is the history of Indigenous 
resistance in Canada. Admission is by 
donation.

Water Warriors, directed by Michael 
Premo, is the story of a community’s 
successful resistance against the oil and 
gas industry. In 2013, Texas-based SWN 
Resources arrived in the province of 
New Brunswick to explore for natural 
gas. The region is known for its forestry, 
farming and fishing industries, which are 
commercial and small-scale subsistence 

Water Warriors film reveals success of Indigenous resistance
operations that rural communities depend 
on. In response, a multicultural group of 
unlikely warriors – including members 
of the Mi’kmaq Elsipogtog First Nation, 
French-speaking Acadians and English-
speaking families – set up a series of 
road blockades preventing exploration. 
After months of resistance, their efforts 
not only halted drilling; they elected a 

new government and won an indefinite 
moratorium on fracking in the province. 

Screenings will be held at the Argenta 
Hall, 1024 Johnson’s Landing Road on 
Wednesday, February 26, 6–7:30 pm; 
Langham Cultural Centre, 447 A Ave, 
Wednesday, March 4, 7–9 pm; and the 
Lardeau Valley Community Centre in 
Meadow Creek on March 5, 6–7:30 pm. 

submitted
The Langham is proud to once again 

partner with the North Valley Mountain 
Film Fest (NVMFF) to take this great 
local film fest ‘on the road’ for the second 
year in a row. The Langham will present 
two showings of the festival, an evening 
screening Friday, March 6 at 7 pm, and 
an afternoon screening Saturday, March 
7 at 3 pm.

North Valley Mountain Film Fest returns to Kaslo
The festival, now in its 14th year, is 

a mix of professional and home-grown 
films filled with awe, laughter, intrigue 
and wonder. This year’s great selection 
of films explores history, climate change 
and straight up ‘shredding,’ set against a 
backdrop of beautiful wild landscapes 
both local and from afar. You can 
check out the list of this year’s films at 
northvalleyfilmfestival.com.
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Stove Pipe, Stoves 
& Accessories

Animal feed for 
chickens, horses, 
pigs, sheep, llama, 
dogs, cats & more

Bird Seed 
& Feeders

Toys, tools, cooking 
appliances & more 

at your friendly local 
hardware store

#4 sunshine mix spring special
$900.00 for 30 bales/$30 each/ pallet pricing only/ 

must take whole pallet for this price.

2 1/2” tropicals, succulents, 
cacti, alstroemeria, air plants.  

Starting @$3.99
New plant arrivals: 
gerberas, african 
violets, cyclamen, 

begonias, anthurium, 
lucky bamboo

by Jan McMurray
• Council agreed to submit 

an application for a CBT Public 
Art Grant for the installation 
of a sculpture by the Koots 
Artist Collective in Slocan. 
The collective is working on 
installing a series of large 
cement sculptures, called 
‘Koots,’ throughout the region. 
They have already created 
two – one won the Castlegar 
SculptureWalk People’s Choice 
Award and is a permanent part 
of Castlegar’s collection, and 
the other is installed in Meadow 
Creek north of Kaslo. Slocan 
council will meet with the 
collective to discuss the details 
further.

• Dayna Fidler attended the 
meeting to discuss the details 
of the Kiddie Park Upgrade 
Request. Council approved the 
proposal, and will provide a 
letter of support to accompany 
the Community Spaces Co-
op Grant application. Public 
Works will remove the current 
play structures, and assist 
with layout, site design and 
plan approval. The Village 
will also help with getting 
community members involved 
with the installation, and with 
advertising and promotion of 

Slocan council, February 10: Council supports grant applications for Koots sculpture, Kiddie Park and Skatepark
the new playground.

• A proposal for an upgrade 
of the Tenacity Skatepark 
grounds from the WE Graham 
Community Service Society 
Council was received by 
council. The project includes 
signage, landscaping, shade 
cover, seating and repair to the 
community cobb oven. Council 
agreed that the Village be the 
applicant for a CBT Community 
Outdoor Revitalization grant 
and to contribute $2,000 to 
the project,  if  the grant 
application is successful. The 
Village’s $2,000 would come 
from the RDCK Community 
Development Fund.

• The fluorescent lighting 
at the Fitness Centre will be 
replaced with LED lighting. 
Dale Myers, member of the 
committee, has volunteered 
to install the new lights at no 
charge, and provided council 
with quotes on the cost of 
purchasing the new LED 
fixtures. Council approved the 
project and agreed to pay for 
it, committing $1,000 from the 
2020 operating budget.

• The Village, which owns 
property in Area H (Owl Walk, 
water plant, cemetery, etc.), 
received the opinion survey 

about Area H regulatory bylaws 
from the RDCK. Council asked 
staff to fill in the survey in 
support of all three bylaws 
– dog control, noise control 
and unsightly premises. CAO 
Michelle Gordon reminded 
council that the bylaws would 
be for Area H only, not the 
village. She also reported that 
the RDCK has been informed 
that ‘Slocan Rural’ wasn’t 
included as an option on the 
survey, and this may prove 
problematic when tallying the 
results.

• The annual fishing derby 
on June 6 this year will include 
a few vendors on Harold Street, 
between Delany Ave and the 
entrance of the beach parking 
lot. The event is a fundraiser 
for the Slocan Technical Rescue 
Society, and they hope the 
vendors will make it more 
interactive and family-friendly. 
Council approved the one-
day closure of that block of 
Harold, provided that the society 
provides ample notice.

• Council received a copy 
of a resolution passed by the 
Village of Canal Flats in support 
of postal banking. They voted to 
support the resolution, and asked 
staff to bring more information 

on postal banking forward to 
council.

• Staff was asked to draft and 
submit a resolution regarding 
access to provincial parks to 
the Association of Kootenay 
Boundary Local Governments.

• Council approved an 
extension to WE Graham 
Community School’s ‘Farm 
to School Kitchen Upgrade 
Project,’ which was awarded 
CBT Community Initiatives 
funding in 2018.

• Staff will apply for a 
provincial grant for the final 
phase of the Village’s asset 
management program. The 
cost of the project is $6,000. If 
successful, the grant will cover 
$5,500 and the Village will 
contribute $500 from the RDCK 
Community Development Fund.

• A report on the mayor’s 
meetings with community 
stakeholder groups was received 
for information. The goals of 
these brief meetings are to 
determine how the Village 
can best support the efforts 
of community groups and 
to address any questions or 
concerns.

•  D u r i n g  p u b l i c 
participation, Denise Dufault 
commented that postal banking 

is working well in Europe. 
Sandra Lindstead asked some 
questions about the knotweed 
on the waterfront and wondered 
if herbicides were the only 

solution. Dayna Fidler added 
to the knotweed discussion, 
commenting that the plant’s 
medicinal and other uses should 
be considered.
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Kimberley 
Louise Dupuis

March 2, 1967 - February 2, 2020
Kim passed away peacefully on a 

sunny Sunday afternoon, surrounded 
by her closest family, ending her long 
battle with cancer. 

She will be forever loved and 
cherished by her husband of 30 years 
Rod, and her two children Brad and 
Paige (Connor). Along with her 
wonderful parents Barry and Marg 
Abbott, and brothers Wayne and 
Ryan. Kim touched the lives of many 
people, and will be deeply missed by 
all her relatives and friends. 

Our family would like to thank everyone who offered their love, 
generosity, and support through this difficult time. 

There was a Celebration of Kim’s life on February 15th at 12 pm at 
the Nakusp Arena.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Individual, couple and family therapy within a goal-oriented 
process to address your need to feel better, more in control, and 

freer to make healthy decisions and live into them.
Alice Watson M.Ed. Counselling Psychology 250-265-3328

*Member of Canadian Counsellor and Psychotherapy Association, 
CBT certificate holder, 17+ years’ experience.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A 
QUIET COMPANION?

Mia is a shy kitty in need of quiet sur-
roundings, patience and understanding 
when she needs her space.
She is spayed, healthy and fits in with 
other cats.  Call PALS today to find out 
if our beautiful Mia will find her forever 
home with you!

PALS 250-265-3792

by Hannah Lisgo
• Janis Neufeld of the Kootenay 

Adaptive Sport Association (KASA) 
attended to request a letter of support 
for KASA’s application to the CBT 
Community Initiatives program for the 
Nakusp Rail Trail Slide Repair Project. 
Several concerned citizens, some 
representing stakeholder organizations, 
accompanied Neufeld to voice their 
desire to get the trail fixed. People 
said the trail is “really important for 
the village,” especially for newcomers 
looking for activities, and that it is a 
liability and “time to move forward.” 
Council agreed to provide a letter of 
support for the application, which will 
be for roughly $30,000. If successful, the 
funding will be used for an engineering 
study by SNT Engineering (Nelson) 
that will result in detailed drawings for 
the repair. The study will also determine 
strategies to reduce the risk of future 
sloughing. This section of trail is on 
Crown land inside Village boundaries 
and has been closed for several years 
due to the sloughing.

• Council received a letter from 
TeraSpan Networks Inc. out of 

Nakusp council, February 10: Rail Trail Slide Repair Project gets letter of support
Burnaby. The company is working 
on a proposal to provide ‘last mile’ 
broadband infrastructure in the area 
once the ‘backbone’ fibre cable is 
installed by Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation. TeraSpan asked for a letter 
of support for its funding applications 
to the Connecting BC and CRTC 
programs for the project. Council 
declined to provide the letter of support 
at this time, as they are still gathering 
information on options for ‘last mile’ 
delivery. Three different service delivery 
models exist: private sector, private/
public partnership, and public sector 
infrastructure ownership. ‘Last mile’ 
means connecting the broadband service 
from the ‘backbone’ to homes and 
businesses.

• A letter of support will be provided 
to School District 10. The district plans 
to build a brand new facility to house a 
year-round childcare centre at Nakusp 
Elementary.

• Arrow Lakes Redi Mix is applying 
for a licence of occupation for Crown 
land adjacent to the company’s private 
property up Hot Springs Road, and 
needs a letter of support from the Village 
to accompany the application. The 
Crown land would be used for gravel 
extraction, as the gravel on the private 
property has been depleted. It is already 
zoned heavy industrial. Council agreed 
to provide the letter of support, as long 
as mining takes place at a minimum of 
100 feet from the river. The plan for the 
company’s 37-acre private property is 
to subdivide it into 15 industrial lots for 
sale. Once the Crown land is depleted of 
gravel, Arrow Lakes Redi Mix proposes 
to level, reclaim and improve it for future 
use as industrial land.

• Councillor Ken Miller reported he 
is looking into creating a buddy system 
for seniors during extended power 
outages in order to make sure everyone 
stays warm and fed. 

• NACFOR’s 2020 budget was 
received, showing a projected profit 
of $23,505. The total budget is noted 
as $2,674,832, with revenues coming 
from timber sales ($2,215,056), grants 

($429,776), and interest ($30,000). 
Some of the expenses noted include 
$50,000 to the donation program, 
$14,000 to trail projects, $9,000 to 
educational partnerships, and $479,776 
to community capacity building. The 
rest of the expenses are operational and 
administration costs.

• Mayor Tom Zeleznik reported 
that he posted an open letter on his 
Facebook page informing citizens about 
Nakusp’s breakwater. He also sent a 
letter to MLA Katrine Conroy stating 
that the Village cannot afford to rebuild 

it on their own. BC Hydro has said that 
if enough community support is shown 
they will come back to the table and look 
at finding a solution. 

• The mayor also reported that the 
renovations at the emergency department 
at Arrow Lakes Hospital are about two 
months behind.

• A certificate of appreciation for the 
Village’s support of the annual Burton 
Christmas Party was received from 
Burton Fire Chief Brian Harrop.

• The Ministry of Agriculture is 
proposing a change in regulations that 

would increase residential flexibility in 
the Agricultural Land Reserve. Council 
received a policy paper from the ministry 
on this with an invitation to provide 
comments. The proposed change would 
allow landowners in the ALR to have 
both a principal residence and a small 
secondary residence on their property, 
as long as they have approval from 
their local government. They would not 
have to apply to the Agricultural Land 
Commission. Councillor Hughes stated 
that the proposed change is an “example 
of the government listening.”

NSS Ski and Snowboard Team – Front row: Ava Harrison, Dharia Phillipson, Alanna Minchin, 
Lexus Coates, Livia Hibberson, Jack Watt. Back row: Brody Raskob, Oriah Leeson, Colby 
MacIntosh, Finn Watt, Dustin Lassetter, Tayla Raskob, Ainsley Barisoff, Brooklyn Schiller. 

Missing: Clara-Jean Raymond, Cheyenne Tourand, Maia Ballard.

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp Secondary School Ski 

and Snowboard team did well at the 
Kootenay Zone championships held 
at Kicking Horse Mountain in Golden 
February 11-13. 

The Girls Snowboard Team placed 
first in the zones and will be going 

NSS Ski and Snowboard Team shines at Zones
on to the provincials at Panorama in 
Invermere March 2-4. Lexus Coates 
and Dharia Phillipson from the Girls 
Snowboard Team placed first and second 
overall respectively. Dustin Lasseter 
placed second overall in the boys 
snowboarding, so will also compete at 
the provincials.

by Jan McMurray
A full-time, year-round licenced 

childcare centre at Nakusp Elementary 
School is in the planning stages. School 
District 10 intends to apply for capital 
funding from the Ministry of Children 
and Family Development’s Childcare 
BC New Spaces Fund by the deadline 
of May 11.

“The board of education and district 
support this project because it benefits 

Plans underway for childcare centre at Nakusp Elementary
our children and community, aligns 
with the District Strategic Plan, and will 
encourage families to stay or move here, 
ensuring stable enrolment in our schools 
and economic growth for community,” 
said Superintendent Terry Taylor in a 
presentation to the SD10 Education 
Partnership Committee on February 18.

The initial plan is to create 24 spaces 
for 0-5 year olds, with 30 before and after 
school spaces in a newly built facility 

added on to the school near the gym. 
Taylor said the district would partner 
with a non-profit society to operate the 
centre.

The need for childcare in Nakusp is 
“acute,” Taylor said, and there is a high 
need for infant and toddler care. She 
reported that Columbia Basin Trust is 
helping with funds for a consultant to 
do a needs assessment, which is required 
for the grant application. The application 
will also require architectural concept 
drawings and a capital budget plan.

Another idea in the draft plan is 
to partner with Selkirk College to 
offer practicums for Early Childhood 
Educators at the new centre, and to offer 
dual credit to SD10 secondary students 
interested in early childhood education.

Taylor said the district has consulted 
with parents and NES staff, and is 
seeking support from community 
organizations who can help with letters 
of support or financial contributions to 
the capital project.

The provincial grant will cover 
100% of the costs of the project (up to 
$40,000 per full-time childcare space), 
as long as the sole use is for childcare. 
However, Taylor says the application 
may have more chance of success if the 
project has financial contributions from 
other sources.
Busing problems continue 
at School District 10
by Jan McMurray

School District 10 is having a hard 
time keeping its buses running this year, 
mainly due to a lack of casual bus drivers 
and maintenance issues. 

SD10 Superintendent Terry Taylor 
reported at the February school board 
meeting that a consultant would 
be engaged to review the district’s 
transportation department and services 
“with the aim of restoring and increasing 
reliable bus services for all our students 
and making recommendations for 
changes if needed.” She reported that 
the Crescent Bay bus route had recently 
been cancelled for the third time in a 
month and the Fauquier and Burton runs 
have also been cancelled this school year.

Art Olson, manager of operations 
and transportation, has had to fill in 
for bus drivers this year when no other 
drivers can be found. He would have 
done the Crescent Bay run to avoid this 
recent cancellation but he was filling in 
on another route.

“We know that the impact on our 
students and their parents is significant 
and we are committed to solving these 
student transportation problems as 
our efforts to date have not solved the 
issues,” Taylor said.
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by Moe Lyons
• The meeting opened 

with a presentation by Juliet 
Craig, program manager for 
the Kootenay Conservation 
Program (KCP). The purpose of 
the presentation was to “start the 
conversation” about establishing 
a Local Conservation Fund in the 
Slocan Valley.

Craig explained that KCP 
manages Local Conservation 
Funds, which support programs 
such as protecting water 
resources, preserving natural 
places, restoring and maintaining 
fish and wildlife habitats, 
enhancing agriculture, food 
production and other renewable 
resources, and maintaining and 
enhancing ecosystem health in 
the face of climate change.

“A conservation fund is a 
local government service that 
is funded through a dedicated 
tax or fee and used to support 
environmental conservation 
and community sustainability 
projects,” states a handout Craig 
provided to council. A study 
commissioned by KCP and 
conducted by NRG Research 
Group in March last year shows 
67% of surveyed Slocan Valley 
residents are open to a mandatory 
levy to be used for conservation 
initiatives. 80% support the idea 
of such a fund. 67% say they are 
willing to contribute financially. 
Residents  of  the Slocan 
Valley, along with residents of 
the Kootenay Lake area, are 
“significantly more likely to be 
concerned about conservation 
issues (such as climate change 
affecting the Columbia Basin, 
the availability of locally grown 
food products and water shortage 
or drought) than residents of most 
other sub-regions.”

• This presentation was 
followed by an interim financial 
report tabled by Chief Financial 
Officer Colin McClure. He 
reported there were no particular 
surprises financially in 2019. 
Water and operational costs 
were about what were expected. 
“Overall 2019 was a very positive 
year,” said McClure.

In 2020, the Village projects 
spending between $15,000 and 
$35,000 on footbridge upgrades, 
and $40,000 on water upgrades. 
Funding for the water projects 
will come from grants, the gas tax 
and the Village’s reserves. The 
Village also has a major funding 
application in for more work on 
fire resiliency.

The Village is in good 
financial shape, McClure said, 

Silverton council, February 12: Conversation started on Local Conservation Fund
being able to allocate $50,000 
to $55,000 to a surplus fund. 
McClure suggested it might be 
time to put some money into 
capital reserves.

In fact, said McClure, the 
Village is in “a good enough 
financial situation to be able to 
look into hiring contractors to 
take some of the stress off of 
Village staff” in the new year.

• CAO Hillary Elliott 
reported that planning for 
footbridge repair is underway 
and Elliott submitted detailed 
diagrams of the proposed work. 
The project is expected to be done 
in the spring. Staff also attended 
numerous meetings and took part 
in training webinars.

The CAO also reported 
that CBT has approved a grant 
for Memorial Hall upgrades. 
The building is designated as a 
heritage building, so CBT has 
asked the Village to connect with 
CBT’s heritage specialist before 
moving ahead with the work.

Public Works has been busy 
working on the gallery building 
since the heating system failed 
and a water pipe burst. “The 
Village continues to work hard 
to get the building up and running 
and safe for the public once 
again,” Elliott says in her report.

• Garbage and water rates 
were set for 2020. The residential 
water rate is going up $22, from 
$501 last year to $523 this year. 
The garbage rate is going up $10, 
from $130 to $140.

• Mayor Clarke reported 
on attending a broadband 
“connec t i v i t y  mee t i ng” 
called by Richard Toperczer, 
regional manager in economic 
development for the Province. 
The topic was ‘last mile’ options 
– how to connect the ‘backbone’ 
fibre to people’s homes and 
businesses. This meeting was 
attended by representatives from 
Area H, Silverton, Slocan, New 
Denver and Nakusp as well as 
Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation (CBBC) and 
the Economic Development 
Commission.

Clarke said participants 
agreed they want to operate 
as regionally as possible. One 
possibility might be to encourage 
CBBC to expand their mandate. 
They need to come to agreement 
on how to serve residents; 
who should own the last mile 
infrastructure; and what members 
of the group are prepared to 
do to meet their requirements. 
They agreed the next meeting, 
not yet arranged, should be a 

facilitated discussion of these 
questions, and no one would 
sign any agreements or letters of 
support until after that discussion.

•  C o u n c i l  r e c e i v e d 
correspondence from the Valhalla 
Choral Society offering to donate 
several tall stools to the Memorial 
Hall and suggesting seeking 
funding for better stage lighting 
in the hall. Council accepted the 
offer of the stools and referred 
the matter of lighting to a future 
time when funding might become 
available.

•  T h e  S l o c a n  L a k e 
Stewardship Society submitted 
a letter with suggested additions 
to the Official Community Plan 
for stronger protections for the 
lakeshore and Silverton Creek. 
All input will be considered in 
the OCP review process.

• The Village will hold a 
public meeting on March 20 
at 7 pm at Memorial Hall to 
discuss an amendment to the 
Official Community Plan to 
accommodate the re-zoning of 
the United Church building to 
residential.

• Council approved the third 
phase of the Village’s Asset 
Management Plan project, 
and directed staff to apply 
for applicable funding and to 
continue to work on the plan 
with Land Info Tech and local 
government partners: Slocan, 
Nakusp, Warfield and Lumby. 
The Village is required to 
contribute $500 to this third 
phase.

• The Village office will 
be closed April 14-17, while 
the CAO and administrative 
assistance attend the Local 
Government Management 
Association conference in 
Kimberley. This is an opportunity 
for professional development and 
networking.

• Councillor Leah Main 
reported back on her work with 

the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities Women in Local 
Government committee, of which 
she is chair. They are currently 
adjudicating applications for 
five scholarships for young 
women intending to enter local 

government. She also attended 
numerous RDCK meetings. 
She has been re-elected chair 
of the West Kootenay Transit 
Committee and chair of the 
Community Sustainable Living 
Advisory Committee.

• The final motion was to 
approve attendance at the Union 
of BC Municipalities convention 
for any council members who 
wish to attend. Mayor Clarke will 
not be able to attend the Spring 
Mayors’ Conference.

submitted
On February 19, 2020 at 

approximately 2:30 pm, RCMP 
were at the site of the bridge near 
Main Street in the Village of 
Slocan after being informed by 
a pedestrian of the discovery of 
a deceased individual down an 
embankment near the riverbank.

Deceased Slocan man located 
Slocan RCMP and the 

BC Coroners Service have 
identified the deceased as 
65-year-old Slocan resident 
Douglas Morrison, who was 
reported missing on January 22. 
At this time, criminality is not 
suspected in Douglas’ sudden 
death. 
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Nakusp Medication Delivery
Delivered to 

Nakusp Hospital 
every Thursday 

evening!

ASK YOUR PHARMACIST
We’re here for you

NEW DENVER COMMUNITY PHARMACY
 250-358-2500

New Denver – 309 6th Avenue • M-F 10:00-5:30

submitted
Lee Reid, author of Growing 

Together: Conversations with Seniors 
and Youth, and Elizabeth Cunningham, 
author of A Fragile Grace, are both 

Authors Reid and Cunningham to read in Slocan
advocates for intergenerational groups 
with seniors and youth. Their powerful 
and timely presentation is slated for 
the next Author’s Reading at Slocan 
Community Library on March 1 at 1 pm. 

“In a few years, our generation of 
youth will have the most power, which we 
are not ready for,” commented a 16-year-
old who attended an intergenerational 
group at LV Rogers School (LVR) in 
Nelson. “It is important to have people 
who are already experienced in life to 
guide us. It’s important to know about 
history, so that we don’t repeat the same 
mistakes.”

When asked what youth wanted 
to discuss with seniors, they said, “We 
want to talk about climate change and 
‘Me Too.’ Will you tell us about death, 
because the media scare us with violent, 

gory and grotesque images? We need to 
know if love is an unreal infatuation at 
our age, and what love means for older 
people. Can we talk about loneliness? 
How can we know if technology makes 
loneliness worse or better?” 

Lee Reid is a retired clinical 
counsellor who currently facilitates 
conversation groups that bring seniors 
and youth together at LVR. She is 
the author of two books that inspire 
seniors to live creatively and challenge 
negative stereotypes about aging. 
Recently, the Rural Health Network 
asked her to write a guide to support 

and encourage other communities to 
establish intergenerational groups. She 
will share what she learned with the 
audience.

To round out the literary afternoon, 
Elizabeth Cunningham will explore 
themes of aging, loss, love and resilience 
through the lens of transcendent poetry. 
She is an Expressive Arts therapist, 
teacher, photographer and an award-
winning poet. 

Author reading events are free for 
the public at the Slocan Community 
Library at 710 Harold Street – across 
from the Harold Street Café.

submitted
On February 8th and 9th, Valhalla 

Hills Nordic Ski team raced classic 
and skate ski races at Kimberley 
Nordic Club. Representing Valhalla 
Hills Nordic Ski Club (VHNSC) 
were 8 skiers: Raya and Ayla Kipkie, 
Rowan (taking 4th U12) and Fisher 
Vibe-Coleman (taking 1st U10), 
Cullumn, Maeve, Eamonn (taking 
5th U12) and Padraigh Hawksbee 
(taking 2nd and 1st U10). 

There were 284 nordic racers 
who attended this event who traveled 
from Alberta, Washington, Idaho, 
Montana, Okanagan, Kootenays 
and a team from Taipei, China. The 

Valhalla Hills Nordic skiers 
do well in Kimberley races

Valhalla skiers had coaching support 
from Kristin and Scott Kipkie 
throughout the whole weekend. 
On Saturday, skiers raced a sprint 
course using classic technique with 
distances ranging from 200 metres 
for the under 10 category to 750 
metres for the under 16 category. 
On Sunday, skiers used skate ski 
technique and raced distances from 
1.3 kilometres for the under 10 
category to 6.6 kilometres for the 
under 16 category. Valhalla Hills 
racers demonstrated good skiing 
technique on both days of the races 
and had a lot of fun racing the 
Kootenay Cup.

Local skiers Raya Kipkie and Rowan Vibe-Coleman did well recently at Kimberley Nordic Club races.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson
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submitted 
This year on February 29th Emery 

Herbals celebrates its eighth year of 
business in Winlaw. Founded as an urban 
home-based business in 2003, Emery 
Herbals relocated to the Slocan Valley 
in 2011. At that time the Emerys moved 
to live in an off-grid yurt with outdoor 
plumbing and minimal electricity. 
Having had a thriving home-based 
inner city business, Colleen made 
the decision to rent a small space in 
the Cedar Creek Gardens and move 
Emery Herbals there, starting what 
has now expanded into Emery Herbals 
Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites 
and Teaching Centre. Emery Herbals 
provides open access to consciously 
sourced botanicals, professional health 
services and empowering education 
experiences that encourage and cultivate 
sustained wellness.

The Emery Herbals Botanical 
Dispensary is stocked with consciously 
sourced botanicals emphasizing local, 
organically grown herbs. Primarily 
providing professional compounding 
services for local and distant practitioners, 
the dispensary houses an inventory of 
over 275 raw herbs that are ethically 
sourced along with a diverse selection 
of tinctures created in-house, using 
organic cane alcohol and locally sourced 
purified spring water. In addition to 
being a registered herbal therapist with 
the Canadian Herbal Association of BC 
(CHAofBC), Colleen is also trained 
as a clinical aromatherapist. She has 
curated an offering of ethically sourced 
essential oils for a line of essential oils 
blends she formulated. Emery Herbals 
also has a lovely offering of local artisan 
works, honey, books and more. Not in 
the Winlaw area? Emery Herbals has an 
online shop and offers weekly deliveries 
into Nelson and their products can also 
be found at the Kootenay Co-op and 
Mountain Waters Spa. 

The Healing Suites offers a variety 
of professional health services and over 
the last eight years has seen several local 
practitioners use the offices to see clients 
and conduct their business. Currently the 
suites offer access to herbal and aromatic 
medicine wellness consultations with 
Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC), 
chiropractic care with Larry Zaleski, DC 
and midwifery care with Lisa Delorme, 
Registered Midwife and chartered 
herbalist. 

The Teaching Centre has a diverse 
offering of engaging educational 
experiences that are focused on 
empowering individuals and families 
to foster connection to the natural 
world through experiential learning 
opportunities. The Emery Herbals 
programing includes The Weekly 
Children’s Herb Club, The 8 Month 
Holistic Herbalism Foundations 
program, The Art of Aromatherapy 
Essential Oil Program, Community 
Supported Wellness Program, a three-
tiered Apprentice Program, Mentorship 
program and several workshop offerings 
such as Fermenting, Medicine Making, 
Using Herbal Medicine with Children 
and more. The summer of 2020 will see 
the year-long advanced clinical level of 
the Holistic Herbalism program offered.  

Emery Herbals is also the co-
organizer of the Kootenay Herb 
Conference, which returns to Winlaw 

Emery Herbals celebrates eight years in Winlaw
from June 5–7. A project of the West 
Kootenay Permaculture Cooperative, 
the KHC will see over 150 people from 
across Western Canada and the US 
come together to celebrate all aspects of 
plant medicine. With a little something 
for everyone, this year’s theme is 
Cultivating Conservation through a 
Regenerative Practice. Early bird tickets 
are on sale and going fast! Visit www.
kootenayherbconference.com for details. 
Emery Herbals also serves as the office 
of the West Kootenay Permaculture 

Cooperative where you can purchase 
a membership in the co-op, sign up for 
workshops and get information about 
their programs and projects. 

When asked what this eight-year 
anniversary means to Emery Herbals, 
Colleen replied, “The community and 
regional support extended to Emery 
Herbals over the past eight years is so 
gratefully received. To be in service to 
our community and provide a space for 
folks to find tools to create wellness in 
their lives is a true honour. We thank each 

and every one of you who has supported 
us over these years. Our success can be 
attributed to your support.” 

The Botanical Dispensary is open to 
the public Tuesday through Friday 8:30 
am–4:30 pm. The Healings Suites and 
Teaching Centre offerings can be viewed 

on the website at emeryherbals.com. 
Follow Emery Herbals on Facebook 
and Instagram for up-to-date daily posts 
about their goings on. Mention this 
article and get 10% off your Botanical 
Dispensary purchases for the month of 
March. 

Helene Dostaler and Kurt Hilger receive a cheque from Stacey Kabatoff, Loans Officer of the 
Heritage Credit Union, for Slocan Valley Rail Trail improvements.
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Harry Cornelius 
Ellens

Ellens, Harry Cornelius. It is with 
heartfelt sadness we announce the 
passing of our beloved Husband, Father 
and Grandfather on January 27, 2020, in 
Vernon, B.C. Harry was born on April 
14, 1938, in New Westminster, B.C. 
to parents, Jon and Kathleen Ellens; 
growing up in Langley, B.C. As a 
youngster he was taught the work ethic, 
having a newspaper route and in high 
school, working for Seal-Kap Farms. 
While in high school he joined the 
United Church of Canada youth group, 
Forestry Club, Drama Club; his love of 
music was one of his enduring passions, 

singing baritone in the high school productions. He enjoyed progressive jazz and 
later, western music. After high school graduation Harry’s careers were with the 
Vancouver Pony Express Courier and Delivery Service, B.C. Forest Service - 
Marine Division, Langley Central Elementary - School District 35, Placer Dome 
- Endako Mines, Municipal Administrator for the Village of Fraser Lake, District 
of Coldstream, City of Merritt, District of Huston, Village of Nakusp and Property 
Manager, in Nakusp. He believed that education was never a heavy load to carry 
and through the years took courses at Vancouver Vocational Institute, University of 
Victoria, Central Washington University and the University of British Columbia. 

Harry was an avid supporter of charitable and numerous community 
organizations. He was a wonderful humanitarian, for he believed in giving back to 
his community. While living in Fraser Lake he held an Industrial first-aid B ticket 
and whenever he was called out, he administered first-aid or drove ambulance. 
After moving to Coldstream he started a speed skating club, coaching speed 
skating. He was a member of the Kinsmen Club in Fraser Lake, Past President of 
the Rotary Club of Nakusp; he was a Rotarian for thirty years. He served on the 
Nakusp library board, Arrow Lakes hospital board, Nakusp Senior’s Association 
executive, Beaton Arm Association. He was a man of many interests; enjoying 
art, automobiles, gardening, history, nature, reading and swimming. 

Harry is survived by his wife Lauretta of fifty-eight years, Daughter Kimberley 
(Son-in-law Ryan), Son Kent, Grandchildren, Twins - Nicholas and Clara, Jacob, 
Bryce, Silas. Brother Bill (Sister-in-law Lorraine) Uncle Wilf and Aunt Blanche, 
Aunt Thelma, Brother-in-law Ron, Sister-in-law’s Silvia, (Jim) Lorain, Jane, 
(Morris) Grace and many nephews, nieces, great-nephews, nieces.

He was predeceased by Grandfather William in 1959, Mother-in-law Velda in 
1959, infant Daughter Shawneen in 1962, Grandmother Elizabeth in 1972, Mother 
Kathleen in 1976, Father Jan in 1990, Brother-in-law Don in 1998, Brother-in-law 
Tex in 2005, Father-in-law Eldon in 2005, Uncle Dick in 2008.

We would like to thank the medical staff of the Nakusp Arrow Lakes Hospital, 
Vernon Jubilee Hospital; especially Drs. Wood/Bosma/Humphreys for their 
kindness and empathy. A special thank you to North Okanagan Hospice House, 
for their exceptional compassionate care. Alex and Wayne of the Church of Christ 
Latter Day Saints, for the Laying On of Hands, Lieutenant Stephan Reid of The 
Salvation Army for his reading of the 23 Psalm, at the bedside service.

Our sincere appreciation for the many acts of kindness from our neighbours, 
James and Patsy Andrews, Bill and Megan Marcolli. Kathy Roberts, Doreen 
Desrochers, Tom Lie, Kim and Billie Creed, for being so very helpful.

 To all those that reached out to our family with their kind words, thoughts, 
sympathy and condolences. Alternatives Funeral & Cremation Services, Vernon, 
B.C. for their professional service.

Harry will be greatly missed by all those who knew and loved him for his 
gentle disposition, infectious laugh, and smile. The family has chosen to honour 
Harry’s request with no funeral service. So loving, so loved; forever in our hearts.

HERITAGE WEEK

submitted by Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society

Until a few months ago, no 
photos were known to exist of the 
Denver Light and Power Company 
plant on Carpenter Creek, which 
supplied electricity to the area until 
1955. But recently the family of John 
A. Bonner, who operated the plant in 
the early 1950s, donated a cache of 
photos and colour slides showing the 
plant inside and out. These will be 
featured in a slideshow as part of the 
Silvery Slocan Historical Society’s 
annual general meeting on Saturday, 
March 7 at the Knox Hall in New 
Denver starting at 1 p.m.

In 1951, Bonner was living in 
White Rock when he accepted a 
position with AL (Sandy) Harris, 
who owned the power plant. He 
arrived with wife Grace and young 
daughter Beverley that fall. The 
power plant was on the north bank 
of Carpenter Creek, downstream 

History of Denver Light and Power surfaces 
from the waterfalls. The concrete 
foundations are still visible. The 
Bonners stayed by the plant in a 
cabin with a kitchen, two bedrooms, 
living room, bathroom, private water 
supply, telephone, refrigerator and 
washing machine.

The power plant had been 
renewed and extended following a 
fire in May 1951 that damaged the 
generator. In the winter of 1951, 
a Caterpillar D337 generator was 
installed to provide a back-up 
source for power. However, in the 
spring of 1955, the dam, pipeline 
and transmission line were badly 
damaged by a freak spring flood 
that washed out Sandon and the 
CPR tracks. 

Beverley recalls: “When the 
flood occurred, the road to the plant 
was washed out and the only way 
out was to climb up the bank to the 
CPR tracks. I remember carrying a 
small suitcase that got totally soaked 

and fell apart. I think we might have 
stayed temporarily at Sandy Harris’s 
home. My father stayed at the plant 
for several nights watching the 
floodwaters. They were concerned 
the cabin would go into the creek.”

Rather than rebuild, Harris 
accepted an offer from the BC Power 
Commission (later BC Hydro) and 
sold the company in August 1955. 
The commission took over operation 
two months later.

In addition to the power plant 
slideshow, the historical society’s 
AGM will include a look back at 
its accomplishments over the past 
year and plans for the coming year. 
It’s also a chance to renew your 
membership. The society is seeking 
an ore car, tramway bucket, or other 
large piece of mining equipment 
to serve as the centrepiece for its 
garden. Contact president Henning 
von Krogh at 358-7181 if you have 
anything that might be suitable.

Looking east up Carpenter Creek to the Denver Light and Power plant, July 1952. This is one of a cache of photos of the plant that was recently 
donated to the Silvery Slocan Historical Society.

submitted by Nancy Wakefield and 
Carly Dow

The Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society (KLHS) in Kaslo oversees the 
maintenance and management of the 
SS Moyie National Historic Site, the 
Kaslo Visitor Centre, and the Archives. 
In 2019, the KLHS documented over 
20,000 visitors that came through the 
Kaslo Visitor Centre for information, 
or to explore the SS Moyie. According 

World’s oldest intact sternwheeler lovingly restored 
to our database, the 2019 season had 
the most tourists of any year over the 
past decade. As more and more people 
come to visit our beloved ship, her story 
is retold and re-imagined by people 
of all backgrounds and ages, from all 
over the world. Her journey has been a 
remarkable one, and it would be nothing 
as it is now without the hard work and 
dedication of many community and 
Board members.

The KLHS was formed in 1957 
by Jack Morris, his wife Dot and Noel 
Bacchus, to spearhead the acquisition 
of the SS Moyie. After much negotiating 
with the Canadian Pacific Railway and 
several levels of government (all the way 
to Premier WAC Bennett) the ship was 
purchased by the Village of Kaslo for 
$1.00. We owe a great deal to the early 
KLHS Members, who had the foresight 

continued on page 13



February 27, 2020   The Valley Voice  13

Red Wing Heritage boots!

Now in stock at...
4 generations of  DeVito shoemakers • 91 years in the Kootenays

411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 vincedevito.ca

Vince, Mathew and Joel DeVito

Katrine Conroy, MLA
Kootenay West

Thank you to all the 
individuals and groups 

that work to preserve the 
heritage and rich history 

of the West Kootenay!
Constituency Office: #2-1006 3rd St

Castlegar, BC  Phone: 1-888-755-0556
Katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca

Passmore
Lab

wants to 
thank the 

hard-working 
volunteers that make our 

history come to life
4240 Passmore Upper Road

250-226-7339

HERITAGE WEEK

continued from page 12
to save such an important part of our 
area’s history. Many steamships were set 
on fire and sunk during that time.

After being pulled onto the beach 
in Kaslo, the ship became Kaslo’s 
Community Museum and was named a 
National Historic Site in 1978. In 1987 
a Parks Canada study showed the ship to 
be in need of major repairs. A matching 
grant of $175,000 was offered and 
through the Save Our Ship campaign, 
dedicated volunteers rallied the 1,000 
residents of Kaslo and the funds were 

creatively raised to match the grant. The 
“museum” was catalogued and removed 
from the ship and work began in the fall 
of 1988. Stabilizing the ship was top 
priority. A new steel cradle was built 
by Kaslo resident Dick Smith (retired 
marine engineer). A sprinkler system 
was installed, and the daunting task of 
restoration began. Much care has been 
taken to preserve its “historic fabric” and 
duplicate the Moyie’s original splendor.

Thousands of hours and many 
skilled workers have uncovered the gem 
that the ship was in her heyday. Goldleaf 

stencils and intricate parquet floors are 
examples of the opulence displayed at 
the turn of the 19th century.

With all of the time, effort, and 
funding that has already gone into 
preserving this important part of our 
heritage and local identity, the KLHS 
sees an equal amount of importance 
in continuing to maintain the ship for 
future generations. Forward movement 
is made possible especially by the 
involvement of community members 
who contribute their time as volunteers 
or board members.

World’s oldest intact sternwheeler lovingly restored 

submitted
One of the great legacies of 

the mining boom that established 
communities like New Denver was an 
abundance of public halls and period 
buildings. But in the century or so since 
they were built, they have suffered the 
ravages of time. Thankfully the value of 
this built heritage is not being left to fate. 
New Denver’s Knox Hall and Silvery 
Slocan Museum will be the recipients of 
a makeover this year that will see them 
lovingly restored. 

The Knox Presbyterian Church 
(Knox Hall) was built in September 1897 
to serve the needs of the Presbyterians in 
New Denver and surrounding settlements 
including Sandon, Whitewater, and 
Silverton at the time. The church utilized 
its upstairs space for Sunday services, 
Christmas presentations, weddings, 
baptisms, funerals, ice cream and 
farewell socials. The downstairs space 
was used for the Sunday school, starting 
in 1904, for meetings held by the Ladies 
Aid Society, and as a classroom for the 
kindergarten children from the Japanese 

New Denver historic buildings to be restored
Internment Camp between 1942–46. By 
the 1960s, church attendance began to 
drop off and the last services were held 
in 1969. The Village of New Denver 
purchased the building in 1971. The 
Knox Hall is currently being used by 
various community organizations and 
events such as Mother Goose, movie 
nights, senior socials, and in addition, it 
is also home to the New Denver Reading 
Centre. 

The Village of New Denver 
received a $210,694 grant through the 
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT) Built 
Heritage program that will see Knox 
Hall undergo significant renovations 
this year. An additional $145,580 has 
been provided by CBT through their 
Community Technology program to 
fund better Internet and computer access 
in the Reading Centre on the lower 
level of the building. The Village has 
already commenced preparation for the 
renovations with plans to start interior 
demolition and roof replacement in 
April. Due to renovations, the Knox Hall 
will be closed to the public from April 

to September 2020. We look forward 
to seeing all the new improvements in 
the Fall.  

The Silvery Slocan Museum is 
one of the last remaining wooden bank 
buildings in BC, originally built by the 
Bank of Montreal in 1897. The east wing 
annex addition was built in 1942 to serve 
as the local internment office for the 
BC Security Commission. The restored 
interior contains elegant woodwork and 
a collection of artifacts from the post-
1890 settlement of the Slocan Valley. 
Subsequent to continuous operation 
by the Bank of Montreal until 1969, 
the Village of New Denver purchased 
the building. Through volunteer effort, 
the Silvery Slocan Museum Society 
organized an award-winning restoration 
to its 1900-era condition.

In 2019, the Village of New Denver 
received a grant of $48,990 through 
the CBT Built Heritage program. This 
will allow the Silvery Slocan Museum 
to undergo stabilization work this year. 
The work will focus on long-term 
stabilization of the structure, permitting 

the use of the building in its current state 
until further conservation is planned. 
The work will focus on ensuring that 
the structure is stable, prevent further 
deterioration of identified moisture 
concerns, improve ventilation in the 
crawlspace, and upgrade and carry 
out preventative testing on the fire 
suppression system. 

From May to September, the 
museum is open to visitors and operated 

by the Silvery Slocan Historical Society. 
It also shares its space with the New 
Denver Visitor Centre – a valuable 
resource for tourists and businesses in 
the area. The Village of New Denver 
gratefully acknowledges the financial 
assistance provided by the Columbia 
Basin Trust. Thanks to this funding, 
these two wonderful heritage resources 
will be available to our community for 
years to come. 

Thank you 
Historical Societies 

for keeping our 
past alive!

Selkirk Realty
Nakusp, BC • 250-265-3635
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A big thanks 
to our local 
historical 
societies.

Kaslo Building 
Supply

6521-Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7628
www.kaslobuilding.com • kaslo.building@telus.net

Serving 
Kaslo for 

over 75 
years

Thank you to all the societies within Area D 
who are working to preserve our history. The 
RDCK has just launched its map of heritage 
assets and is now creating a heritage register.

Aimee Watson
RDCK Director - Area D

THE 
VILLAGE 

OF
SLOCAN

Thank you to the Slocan 
Valley Historical Society 
for your efforts to help 

preserve our history and 
local heritage.

HERITAGE WEEK

Congratulations to the 
Village of Kaslo and 
the Kootenay Lake 

Historical Society for 
the Heritage BC Awards

Thanks to our local heritage organizations 
for their ongoing work in 

preserving our stories.

Local museums 
and heritage sites 

are insurance 
policies against 

forgetting our past

RHC Insurance Brokers
A division of HUB International

401-6th Ave • New Denver, BC 250-358-2617

Slocan Village Market
Thank you to the 

Slocan Valley 
Historical Society!

519 Harold Street • Slocan • 250-355-2211

A heritage 
of fine 

sandwiches
Soups, Sandwiches

& Desserts

210 6th Avenue, New Denver
250-358-2691

Thank you to our local 
historical Societies!

Good Bye Tuesday and 
Wednesday. We Are Now OPEN 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday Only 
10 AM to 5:30 PM

submitted
A one-of-a-kind piece of Japanese 

Canadian history is being restored by the 
Slocan Valley Historical Society (SVHS). 
The Merriwake, a 31-foot fishing vessel 
built by Japanese-Canadian master 
boatbuilder Isamu Matsumoto in 1929, 
is the last of her kind in Canada. The 
society is seeking public support for this 
important restoration project.

In December 1941, the Merriwake, 
along with hundreds of other boats 
belonging to Japanese Canadian 
fishermen, was confiscated by the 
Canadian government. Her owner 
was eventually interned, as were the 
Matsumotos, who were sent to a camp in 
the Slocan Valley. After the internment, 
the camps were dismantled. Today, very 
little built heritage remains to remind 
us of this time in our history, an era 
in which Japanese Canadians faced 
discrimination and suffered terrible 
consequences. The Merriwake serves 
as a symbol of the social, cultural 

Merriwake ship restoration project underway
and economic contributions made 
by Japanese Canadians but also as a 
reminder of a time that we must never 
forget.

The Merriwake was later operated 
commercially by BC Packers and 
eventually changed hands several times 
before ending up in Kaslo. The Slocan 
Valley Historical Society acquired the 
boat from Ted Fitzgerald in 2019. The 
Merriwake is a boat that cannot float but 
she will make a fantastic dry land exhibit. 
The Society’s plan is to restore the ship 
to her 1940s condition and display and 
protect her in the Village of Slocan. Local 
shipwright Eric Chevalier has begun the 
restoration. Internationally renowned and 
award-winning architect Gene Kinoshita, 
whose family was interned in Slocan, 
is designing the shelter that will house 
the boat.

The Society is currently raising funds 
for the final phase of the Merriwake’s 
restoration. The last campaign to fund the 
structural repairs was successful but now 
the galley, cockpit, house and painting 
need our attention. Thanks to generous 
donations from many individuals who 
believe in this project, and to the Boag 

Foundation, the Howard C Green 
Memorial Fund, and the Kogawa-
Nakayama Fund, we are much closer to 
reaching our fundraising goals.

Thanks also goes to the Columbia 
Basin Trust and Heritage BC through the 
Built Heritage Grants and to the RDCK 
for the grants they’ve provided to get the 
structural work and documents needed 
for this project to start. 

Help make history by preserving 
it. If you have old photos or documents 
related to the Slocan Valley that you don’t 
want or don’t know what to do with, 
please contact SVHS. We are continually 
adding to our archive to preserve the 
valley’s history. 

To donate archival materials, become 

a member, or support the Merriwake 
project, call 250-355-2230, email info@

slocanvalleyhistory.ca or visit: www.
fundrazr.com/merriwakestructure2019 

The Slocan Lake Historical Society is seeking public support for its Merriwake ship restoration project. 

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK is creating a Heritage 

Register with the help of heritage 
consultants Elana Zysblat and Denise 
Cook. The register is expected to be 
complete by the end of March. Zysblat 
and Cook are experienced heritage 
consultants who have worked all over the 
province. “Recently, because CBT has 

RDCK Heritage Register to be complete by end of March
decided to invest in heritage planning and 
conservation, I’ve been so lucky to travel 
and work all over the Kootenays,” said 
Zysblat. “There is incredibly rich heritage 
in the Kootenays but what’s so wonderful 
about it is how strong a connection 
there is between communities and their 
heritage resources. For example, if we 
are looking at a historical church, so 
many of the community members would 
have built the church or been baptised in 
the church. It’s wonderful to work with 
more remote communities – it feels more 
meaningful.” 

So far, the consultants have 
conducted a public engagement process 
and have researched previous studies, 
archives, books and articles. “That 
helped us to gain an understanding 
of what the heritage values are in the 
regional district and how the community 
feels about heritage in general,” she 
said, “and now, based on that, we can 
ask ourselves, ‘what are the heritage 
resources that represent those values?’”

Zysblat said 141 survey responses 
and 350 nominations of ‘places that 
matter’ were received in the public 
engagement process. All 350 places have 
been documented on a map, available on 
the RDCK website. This is a Heritage 
Inventory, Zysblat explained, and it takes 
an extra step for any of these heritage 
assets to get onto the Heritage Register.

“The Heritage Register will consist 
of resources that have been evaluated 

with a consistent criteria process,” 
she said, with criteria based on the 
eight historical themes and five values 
identified in the public engagement and 
research phases of the project.

Zysblat said they have chosen the 
first five sites for the Heritage Register, 
and will leave the rest of the job to 
the community. “We are going to put 
forward the first five sites as a model 
of how you go through this process,” 
she said, “and then leave it up to the 
local government with the help of a 
heritage advisory committee to have the 
conversation. It has to be community 
led. We want to give the community the 
tools and the capacity to manage their 
own Heritage Register.”

The first five heritage resources 
chosen for the register are: Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail, Lower Brilliant Terrace, JB 
Fletcher General Store, Idaho Peak and 
Fire Lookout, Burton Historical Park and 
Campground. “These resources were 
selected as a balanced representation of 
heritage resource types, geographical 
location in the region, and for their 
alignment with multiple and diverse 
community heritage values and regional 
themes,” Zysblat said.

Heritage resources can be sites, 
people, events, stories. “It no longer 
has to be something super old or 
super beautiful. It can be something 
that represents our connection to our 

continued on page 15



February 27, 2020   The Valley Voice  15

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort lies within 
the traditional home lands of the Ktunaxa 
people. The hot springs, referred to as 
nupika wu’u (spirit water),  have been 
good medicine for many years. We invite 
you to visit soon and experience the 
power of nature.
 • Hot Springs Caves and Pool
 • 53 A/C Guest Rooms
 • Ktunaxa Grill
 • Nasookin Room
 • Swimwear & Gift Shop
 • Spirit Water Spa

Hot Springs are open daily from 10 am until 9:30 pm
The Ktunaxa Grill is open daily from 7:00 am - 9:30 pm

Reservations always appreciated.
1-800-668-1171

www.ainsworthhotsprings.com

Celebrating 
our rich 

agricultural 
heritage!

Thanks our local 
historical societies for 
their ongoing efforts to 
preserve our 
waterborne 
transportation 
stories 
and 
artifacts.

Wants to thank our local 
historical societies 
for keeping the 
wheels on the 
cart of history!

95 6th Ave NW • Nakusp • 250-265-4155

MADDEN TIMBER 
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder 
& Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame 
Homes

  
Gratitude to our local historical societies for all 

of their fine work in preserving and 
presenting our history

dave@maddentimber.com 
250 265 1807

HERITAGE WEEK

Thanks to the Silvery 
Slocan Historical 

Society for helping 
to preserve our local 

history!

Village of 
New Denver

We recognize the 
important volunteer work 

done by the historical 
societies in our area.

Thank you!
New Market 

Foods
6th Avenue  

New Denver, BC
250-358-2270

Bikes...

Skis...
Our Outdoor Recreational 

Heritage!
ph. 250-265-3332  
www.shons.ca  
409 Broadway, Nakusp

CONGRATULATES 
THE LUCERNE 

GRADUATING CLASS 
OF 2010

Thanks our Local Historical 
Societies for their ongoing 

commitment to preserving the 
stories of the Silvery Slocan.

For all your horseless carriage 
care & maintenance
250-353-7409

Thank you to all the 
individuals and groups 

that work to preserve the 
heritage and rich history 

of British Columbia!
Constituency Office: 1695 Columbia

Castlegar, BC  Phone: 1-250-365-2792
Richard.Cannings.C1B@parl.gc.ca

Richard Cannings, MP 
South Okanagan - West 

Kootenay

submitted by Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society

It’s what historians live for – the 
opportunity to discover something about 
the past that had been all but forgotten. A 
recent discovery in the Nakusp archives 
has been made that sheds more light 
on the history of boating on the Arrow 
Lakes. Most of us know about the grand 

Lake ‘scooter’ launched to serve Arrow Lakes
sternwheelers that plied the lakes in these 
valleys, but not many are aware we had 
a locally made ‘fanboat’ of the type 
commonly used in the Florida everglades 
– but with a twist. 

In January 1947 an airplane had 
crashed through the ice at Trout Lake 
near Beaton. It was salvaged in April that 
year by George Horsley of Nakusp, who 

was unable to repair it. Horsley then sold 
the airplane to Ed Gates, owner of the St. 
Leon Hotel, who used its engine to build 
a propeller-driven watercraft similar to 
those used in bayous and everglades. 
Historical photos reveal that by removing 
the airplane’s wings and installing water 
skis on the fuselage, a unique form of 
‘fanboat’ was created by Gates. The 

newspaper media of the day reported 
its launch on May 18, 1950 under the 
headline: ‘A Scooter Was Launched at 
the Nakusp Wharf’:

“Much excitement was seen this 
week when the newly built scooter 
was launched at Nakusp CPR Wharf 
on Thursday afternoon. Owner and 
Manager Edward B. Gates of St. Leon 
has devised and built for use on the 
Arrow Lakes this scooter which he 
has named The Switch of St. Leon. The 
scooter is a flat bottom construction 

with both water and ice sleds. It has a 
wind rudder as well as a water rudder. In 
connection it has a gypsy model motor. 
The scooter is 16 feet long, eight feet 
wide and is all oak ribbed. It has two 
covers of veneer with waterproof cement 
in between and bolted through with 
galvanized bolts. After the launching and 
the tryout, Mr. Gates said there would be 
minor alterations. The scooter, Mr. Gates 
said, has been built to give service to both 
visitors to St. Leon and for the hauling of 
supplies to and from St. Leon.”  

communities, our sense of being part 
of a legacy. This is a change in heritage 
practice – it is now value-based and 
community-led.”

Of the first five heritage resources 
chosen for the register, only two have built 
elements, Zysblat noted, with the others 
being part of the “cultural landscape.” 
She said all five represent a strong story 
of loss and change, which came up in 
every single one of the 141 surveys. 
“This is something all communities in 
the regional district have in common. 
Everyone has a story of loss – the draft 
dodgers, the Japanese Canadians, the 

Doukhobors, the Sinixt, the Ktunaxa and 
other Indigenous peoples, the miners, 
the people who depended on the trains 
or sternwheelers. It’s very unique and 
important to conserve the story of loss.”

Zysblat explained that the RDCK 
has access to conservation tools through 
the Local Government Act that allows 
them to do things like relax zoning 
regulations or building code regulations 
for heritage resources listed on the 
register. The RDCK could also put a 60-
day temporary protection on any site on 
the register that is slated for demolition, 
which buys time to try to negotiate a 
better outcome. Formal heritage status 

is also a condition for some granting 
programs, so the Heritage Register can 
be helpful for accessing funding.

continued from page 14
RDCK Heritage Register to be complete by end of March

The Switch of St. Leon was a flat-bottomed construction with both water and ice sleds.
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PERMITS AND LICENCES
Did you know that Building Permits, Sign Permits, Temporary 
Licences of Occupation, Business Licences and Dog Licences 
are required within the municipal boundaries? Application forms 
and additional information (including information about exempt 
activities) are available from the Village Office. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre is hiring for the 2020 
season.  There are grant dependent student positions avail-
able, as well as non-student positions to be filled. Interested 
individuals can contact the Village Office for more information.  
The deadline for applications is April 1, 2020.  

RADON DETECTORS
Did you know that the Village of New Denver has 2 radon de-
tector kits available for loan? The cost is free for Village of New 
Denver residents and for non-residents, the rental fee is $15 
(plus a $50 refundable deposit). For more information, please 
contact our office. 

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Electric cars are methadone 
for motorheads

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

BIRDS SING TO THEIR EGGS 
perhaps preparing chicks for a hotter 
climate. Australian zoologists found that 
when zebra finches sang a particular tune 
in the last days of incubation, their chicks’ 
development, growth rate and behaviour 
were altered into adulthood. Chicks were 
born smaller, which helped them regulate 
body temperature and reduced cell dam-
age from heat. Extreme temperatures, 
however, could not be tolerated.

slocanlakess.com

by Kathy Hartman
• Facilities Supervisor Greg 

McTaggart gave an update on the 
renovation project for the 127-year-
old Knox Hall. The project, which 
McTaggart says should give the building 
another 100 years, is scheduled to be 
completed by the end of September. It 
will include a new roof (including a new 
truss system), new insulation, upgraded 
heating/ventilation, proper site drainage, 
radon work, and new windows, doors 
and flashings. The Village would like 
additional work done, such as kitchen 
and bathroom renovations and new 
siding, so is looking for more funding. 
So far, a grant of $200,000 from the 
CBT Built Heritage Program has been 
secured, with a $63,367 commitment 
from the Village. There is also $14,000 
from the CBT Community Technology 

New Denver council, February 11: Knox Hall renovations to begin in April
Program for the Reading Centre, for 
four computer work stations, a scanner, 
a flat screen TV, digital editing software 
and workshop costs. The Youth Centre 
Society will contribute $500 to this, and 
the Village will contribute $6,150. 

Renovations are expected to begin 
in April, so no bookings for Knox Hall 
will be accepted after March. 

• Council agreed to pursue funding 
for an Active Transportation Network 
Plan (ATNP) through the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastructure. 
The project would result in design and 
cost estimates for a sidewalk along the 
north side of Hwy 31A between the 
main intersection and Kootenay Street, 
preliminary design and costing for a 
covered stair or ramp along Kootenay 
Street between Lucerne School and New 
Market Foods, and preliminary feasibility 

and design work for a footbridge across 
Carpenter Creek. The planning process 
would also include public consultation, 
and would identify gaps in pedestrian 
and active transportation routes 
within the community, opportunities 
for connections to routes beyond the 
municipal boundaries and areas for future 
improvements. The project is expected to 
cost $60,000. The grant would cover 
50%, so the Village would cover the 
other $30,000 from the Gas Tax Fund. 
With the completed plan, the Village can 
then apply for an infrastructure grant, 
which will cover up to 70% of the cost 
of capital projects.

• A company called TeraSpan 
Network Inc out of Burnaby is working 
on a proposal to build ‘last mile’ fibre 
connections to home and businesses, 
once the fibre optic backbone is installed 
up the Slocan Valley to Nakusp and 
Shoreholme. TeraSpan has requested a 
letter of support from the Village of New 
Denver and the other municipalities in 
the area to accompany applications for 
funding from the provincial and federal 
governments for the last mile project. 

Council decided to defer the decision 
on the letter of support. A meeting has 
been scheduled for early March to look 

at options, including the possibility of 
the backbone and last mile infrastructure 
being locally owned. Participants at 
the meeting will include reps from the 
Nakusp/Slocan Connectivity Working 
Group, Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation, Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Partnership, and the 
manager of the BC government’s 
Regional Economic Operations Branch.

• Juliet Craig, program manager of 
the Kootenay Conservation Program 
(KCP), made a presentation on Local 
Conservation Funds. LCFs are local 
government services, funded through 
taxation, to support environmental 
conserva t ion  and  communi ty 
sustainability projects. An example is the 
Kootenay Lake LCF, established in 2014 
as an RDCK service; residents of RDCK 
Areas D, E and F pay $15 per parcel 
per year to fund conservation projects 
such as restoring wetlands, reducing 
invasive plants, and assisting with toadlet 
migration at Fish Lake. A recent survey 
conducted by KCP found that 77% of 
Slocan Valley residents support the idea 
of a dedicated conservation fund and 
67% are open to a mandatory levy to be 
used for conservation initiatives. Council 
will consider a Local Conservation Fund 

after Silverton and Slocan councils have 
had a chance to see the presentation in 
March. Voter assent would be required 
to establish an LCF.

• The Village will apply for up to 
$25,000 from the UBCM Community 
Emergency Preparedness Fund (CEPF) 
to purchase laptops and accessories 
to conduct online registration and 
reporting during an emergency, as 
well as a satellite phone for use during 
telecommunications outages. The funds 
will also be used to cover consultant fees 
to revise and update the relevant sections 
of the Village’s emergency plan. As 
preference is given to applications with 
a cash or in-kind contribution from the 
applicant, the Village will commit to a 
$1,500 contribution.

• The Village will apply to the 
Canada Summer Jobs Program (CSJ) for 
funds to hire three summer students to 
work at the Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre and two in the public works 
department as groundskeepers. CSJ 
covers 50% of the minimum wage. As 
in the past, staff plans to also apply to 
the Young Canada Works program for 
the NIMC positions, so as to cover 100% 
of the wages. The public works positions 
will cost the Village about $8,000.

submitted
Education for kids these days 

is about so much more than just 
filling heads with facts. On Monday 
February 3rd, Lucerne High School 
students Grades 6–12 boarded 
the school bus and headed out to 
Whatshan Lake Retreat Centre. 
Forty-six students and 14 adults 
began with Eloise Charet leading a 
blessing circle. She spoke of taking 
care of all aspects of ourselves – 
physically, emotionally, spiritually, 
and mentally. She blessed the 
students and hoped they would trust 
in themselves to make the week a 
meaningful experience.

The purpose of the week 
was to create community, build 
relationships, foster a sense of 
well-being and to participate in 
workshops. The week was full. 
Each day started with meditation 
and a walk. Then the group shared 
breakfast together. The number 

Lucerne students participate in a wellness retreat
of adults and people who came to 
deliver workshops was a tremendous 
gift. There were 28 people who came 
out and delivered workshops or 
supported youth in cooking one of 
the meals. It was important for the 
youth to see how many people in the 
community are there to help them. 

The exciting part is many of 
the adult mentors want to come 
back into the school and continue 
helping to foster an interest in 
what they have a passion for. The 
many workshop choices included 
woodcarving, photography, first aid 
safety, spending time with mothers 
and their two young daughters, 
movement, meditation, cooking, 
board games, bird walks and outdoor 
games. This was a busy group of 

grade 6–12 youths. At mid-week 
the grade 10–12 classes left the 
retreat for one night and went to 
UBC Okanagan to see the campus 
and visit Kelowna. They came back 
in time to end the week and have a 
final dinner together. 

To close out the week, everyone 
went to Nakusp Hot Springs on 
Friday the 7th. After a warm soak, 
Eloise held a final blessing circle, 
thanking the adults who helped 
with the week and the students for 
participating. She spoke with great 
feeling in her closing statement, 
telling the youth that they are our 
future, our community loves and 
cares for them, we are there for 
support, and we want them to take 
care of themselves.

Eloise Charet offers a traditional smudge as part of the blessing ceremony that kicked off a 
week-long retreat for Lucerne School students at Whatshan Lake.
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COMING EVENTS

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & 

Campground
Year-round facility

1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

CLEANING

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

• BICYCLE

RECYCLING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Nelson  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

AUTOMOTIVE

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
COME SING WITH US! Vallican Whole 
Community Choir, directed by Sharon Lang, 
will be starting on Sunday, March 1! We are 
a fun loving, inclusive group of singers and 
welcome new members. You do not need to read 
music or audition, just bring your enthusiasm 
and commitment to our Sunday sessions at the 
Vallican Whole. Audio files and sheet music will 
be provided to help you learn the songs. Sessions 
run from 4:00 to 6:00 pm, with breaks for Easter, 
Mother’s Day & Victoria Day weekends. Cost 
is $85. Mark your calendar – Sunday, June 21 is 
our concert! For more information, call Sharon 
at (250) 226-7191 or email currierod61@yahoo.
ca See you in March!

1997 DODGE DAKOTA 4x4 standard 
for sale - $2500 OBO. View at 1501 Hwy 
23N, Nakusp. Call 250-265 -830 to arrange 
viewing. Call or text 250 460 0474 for 
more info.

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY 
to live your dream and own your own 
business. Become the proud owner of the 
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the 
main street of New Denver. The newspaper 
business can provide a modest living for you 
and your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 250-358-7218 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and ongoing 

February 29, 10 am-1 pm. Come and buy, 
sell or swap local seeds. Vendors include: 
Saltspring Seeds, Cherry Meadow Seeds, 
Sunshine Farm Seeds and Naramata 
Seeds. Round table gardening discussion, 
10-11 am. A Healthy Community Society 
event sponsored by the CBT. Contact: 
jgreenlaw@netidea.com for info.
SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY is holding its Annual General 
Meeting at the Knox Hall. Saturday 
March 7 at 1 pm. Following a short 
meeting, we will have a PowerPoint with 
new photographs of the Denver Light & 
Power Co. donated to the museum.

ALLENSONG leap year concert special 
at the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold St., 
Slocan. Saturday, February 29, 7:30 pm. Doors 
open at 7 pm. Award winning songwriter! $10 
at the door. Finger food. Bar will be open. The 
Legion welcomes members & guests.
LANGHAM GALLERIES Opening 
Reception Friday February 28, 7-9 pm: 
Join us for the opening night of two new 
exhibits in the Langham galleries – Once 
We Were Whole by Deborah Thompson and 
George Alexander and Mod Cons come to 
Kaslo by Kootenay Lake Archives. Artist 

talks and refreshments. Free to the public. 
www.thelangham.ca
NORTH VALLEY MOUNTAIN FILM 
FEST at the Langham Friday March 
6, 7 pm, and Saturday March 7, 3 pm. 
The Langham is proud to partner with the 
NVMFF to bring this great local film fest 
‘on the road’ again! A mix of professional & 
home-grown films capturing the beauty of 
the region. Tickets $10 adults / $5 students 
@ Sunnyside or Willow.
LANGHAM FLIKS FILM SERIES 
presents SIR Thursday February 27, 7 pm. 
Heartfelt Indian drama exploring social 
taboos, as a young poor woman comes to 
Mumbai to be the live-in maid in a wealthy 
household. Tickets $10 at the door 6:30 pm. 
www.thelangham.ca
DIRT FLOOR returns to the Dam Inn 
on March 7 with new (and old) tunes. 
Reuniting West Kootenay original members 
Sean Cameron, Peter Reed, Jake Cataford, 
Jesse Lee and Steve Brockley. Dirt music, 
for the people. Show opens at 9 with Alissa 
Arnason. $15 pp.
SWING INTO SPRING - Social Partner 
Classes in New Denver start March 2. 250-
358-2448, magic@redmtn.ca

business training and coaching while you 
start your business. And if you’re eligible you 
will usually also receive financial support for 
the first year. To learn more call 265-3674 
ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band 
‘Eldorado Hoedown’ and live caller, March 
14, 6:30-9 pm at the Bosun Hall in New 
Denver. Beginners are welcome. Call 358-
7158 for information.
JUSDANCE NAKUSP! Escape the cold 
and get your dance on to World Fusion 
music. Every 2nd Friday 7-9 pm (Feb. 28 
and Mar. 13). The Old Firehall upstairs. 
Nakusp, BC. $10 suggested donation. www.
facebook.com/groups/jusdancenakusp
GRASSROOTS GRAMMAS present Cafe 
Chocolat II at the Vallican Whole on Saturday, 
February 29 from 7 to 10 pm. Support the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation’s Grandmothers to 
Grandmothers Campaign while socializing and 
indulging your palate. Tickets for admission 
and entertainment $10 from Grammas or 
250-226-6876. Bring cheques or cash for 
refreshments, treats and silent action.
SEEDY SATURDAY and Tool Share 
Display in the Silverton Memorial Hall, 
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WANTED

NOTICES

HELP WANTED

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

January 11,
2019

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Ladies Fall/Winter
Fashion Sale!
Wednesday – 

Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm     

Main Street, New Denver 
250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

DI’S ESTHETICS
– FULL SERVICE SALON –

Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more

Lash lift & tint - $55
WINLAW • 250-226-7318

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

March 6, 2020

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

PETS

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

FOR SALE

SERVICES

HEALTH

L E E  R E I D  a n d  E L I Z A B E T H 
CUNNINGHAM, strong advocates for 
intergenerational education, will share their 
stories and poetry to inspire seniors and 
youth to work together. Sunday, March 1, 
2020 1 pm at Slocan Community Library. 
Free to the public.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now taking new clients in Winlaw. 
Restorative, palliative, relaxation, 
mobile available. Call or e-mail Jessica 
Coonen RMT for appt. 250-226-6887 or 
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com
FREE YOGA WITH TYSON in Slocan: 
Fridays 9:30-11 am * CBT Funded. 
Intro Reflexology/Thai Massage $40. 
sacredearthsomatics.com * 551-8505

PART-TIME MANAGER wanted for 
Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce. 
The job entails general secretarial and 
light bookkeeping duties, such as preparing 
agendas, minutes, budgets; handling 
correspondence and publicity; website 
maintenance. The Manager attends 
board meetings (usually monthly) and 
takes direction from the board. The ideal 
candidate has excellent organizational 
skills, verbal and written communication 
skills, and office/computer skills (including 
website maintenance know-how), and 
enjoys working independently with 
direction from a board of directors. They 
will be keen to take the initiative on special 
projects, and have an interest in business 
and economic development in the Slocan 
Valley. Please send resume and cover letter 
by Monday, March 16 at 4 pm to: Slocan 
Valley Chamber of Commerce, Box 448, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 or email to: 
chamber@slocanlake.com.
F U L L - T I M E  R E P O R T E R / 
PHOTOGRAPHER WANTED at the 
Valley Voice to cover primarily the news of 
Nakusp and Kaslo. The job entails writing 

all types of community news stories, 
and includes covering council meetings, 
school board meetings, court hearings 
and community events. We are looking 
for a self-starter with a desire to live in 
the rural West Kootenay region, and who 
is committed to writing informative and 
accurate articles in a clear and engaging 
style. Journalism degree/ diploma and/ or 
experience required. Email cover letter 
and resume by January 6 to valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca.

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the 
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom 
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps 
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of 
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 
353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 358-7265. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250-
551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through, 
try another number. 

C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT 
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales, 
installations, service inspection & 
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing; 
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals, 
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design 
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. 250-355-0088.

MARK JEFFREYS, DAUGHTER 
SEQUOIA, and Sequoia’s cat, Mouse 
(who is, indeed, a fine mouser) are seeking a 
place to rent from May through August this 
summer. We’re flexible. Please drop me a 
line at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or ring me 
at (801) 910-1532. Thank you!

COMING EVENTS
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mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Regular Hours

Mon – Sat   9 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday and Long Weekends

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –

giles604@outlook.com

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S1

Brian Madill & Kevin Erdos
Building and Renovations

Serving the West Kootenay

Phone: 250-355-0044
email: ValhallaFtF@outlook.com

CONSTRUCTION

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

submitted
Celebrate leap year at Café 

Chocolat II on Saturday, February 
29 from 7 to 10 pm when the Slocan 
Valley Grassroots Grammas will 
transform the Vallican Whole 
Community Centre into an elegant 
venue for socializing and indulging 
your palate. Following on the success 
of the original Café Chocolat last 

Join the Café Chocolat II celebration
spring, guests can expect quality 
entertainment, liquid refreshments and 
delicious sweets and savouries served 
to you at your table. 

Plan to enjoy wine, beer, coffee, 
tea or non-alcoholic punch, and food 
from quiche to chocolate including 
vegetarian, gluten-free or lactose-free 
treats. A silent auction will tempt you 
with items donated by Grassroots 

Grammas members along with 
donations from local businesses. 
Scarves, bags and ‘bling’ will be on 
sale as well. During the event you can 
run a tab for drinks and food to be paid 
by cash or cheque as you leave. Classy 
dress is welcome. Do remember to 
bring cash or your chequebook (no 
credit card or Interac available). 

Slocan Valley Grassroots Grammas 

stand in solidarity with African 
grandmothers through the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation’s Grandmothers 
to Grandmothers campaign, a 
Canadian grassroots response to the 
AIDS pandemic faced by African 
grandmothers. Through community-
based projects, grandmothers in 
sub-Saharan Africa support their 
grandchildren affected by the HIV and 

AIDS pandemic. All funds from Café 
Chocolat II support this campaign.

Advance tickets are $10 and include 
admission and local entertainment. 
A limited number of tickets for this 
fundraiser are available from members 
of the Slocan Valley Grammas, or 
call Maureen at 250-226-6876. The 
Vallican Whole is situated at 3762 
Little Slocan South Road. 
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The Suzy Hamilton Legacy 

Fund honours the work of one female 
environmental activist in the West 
Kootenay each year through a cash 
award. The fund was established at 
the Osprey Community Foundation in 

Call for nominations for Suzy Hamilton Legacy Fund Award
2016 after the death of well-loved and 
dedicated West Kootenay environmental 
activist, journalist, founder of the West 
Kootenay EcoSociety and mentor to 
many, Suzy Hamilton.

The public call for nominations 
is a reflection of the high number of 

women doing phenomenal work in 
the West Kootenay on a wide range of 
conservation and sustainability issues. 
There is no official entry form. Entries 
should include the name and contact 
information of the nominee, as well as a 
short paragraph about the work they do 

for the environment. Nominations can 
be sent to the Fund’s award committee 
at mclboyd@gmail.com. Nominations 
close on March 31st.

Heather McSwan of the Glade 
Watershed Protection Committee was 
the first recipient of the newly established 

Suzy Hamilton Legacy Fund in 2018. 
The 2019 winner was Laura Sacks of 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby.

As the cash value of the Suzy 
Hamilton Legacy Fund endowment 
grows, the award amount increases. The 
award committee encourages donations 
so that Suzy’s legacy continues to grow. 
Please contact the Osprey Foundation to 
make a donation, so that we can continue 
to honour women environmental activists 
in a financially meaningful way.

For more information visit: 
ospreycommunityfoundation.ca.
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Shake off the winter blues and 

bring on spring with some great music, 
food and friends. Join us on March 7th 
for the Second Annual Arrow Lakes 
District Arts Council Society Dinner 

Nakusp arts council offers dinner and dance
and Dance, featuring the lively music 
of the Maritime Kitchen Party Band. A 
buffet dinner will be provided by popular 
caterer Deb Guest. There will also be a 
50/50 draw and door prizes. Doors open 
at 6 pm, with dinner served at 7 pm. The 

dance will start at 8:30, with last call at 
11:30 pm. Tickets are $30 for the dinner 
and dance or $15 for the dance only. A 
limited amount of tickets are on sale till 
March 2nd, available at The Bon Marche/
Dollar Dollar store, Broadway Street, 

Nakusp. Dance only tickets will also be 
available at the Door.

The Arrow Lakes District Arts 
Council Society would like to thank 
our in-kind sponsors and donors – 
Nakusp District Chamber of Commerce, 
Halcyon Hot Springs Village and Spa, 
The Selkirk Inn, The Lodge at Arrow 
Lakes, School District #10, True North, 
Box Lake Lumber, and Bon Marche/
Dollar Dollar. Thanks are also due our 
volunteers and patrons for their support. 
Funds raised will help support local 
arts programming and Nakusp Legion 
Branch #20. 
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There is now a lifesaving 

Automatic External Defibrillator 
(AED) at Silverton Building Supplies 
accessible during store hours. The 
device is identical to the one installed 
at Memorial Hall several years ago by 

Lifesaving equipment installed at Silverton Building Supplies
the Silverton Community Club.

An AED is used to help those in 
sudden cardiac arrest. It is an easy-to-
use medical device that can analyze 
the heart’s rhythm and, if necessary, 
deliver an electrical pulse or shock to 
help re-establish the heart’s normal 

rhythm. Four SBS staff are First Aid 
certified and trained to know when it 
is appropriate to use the AED and how 
to use it. The defibrillator unit at SBS is 
accessible during store hours. The unit 
at Memorial Hall is accessible when 
the hall is open.
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by Art Joyce
In the words of Joni Mitchell, a 

new documentary film project about the 
Japanese Canadian internment wants to 
see that slice of life “from both sides now.” 
Filmmakers Eiko Brown and Alice Shin 
are working on a film with the working 
title Home and Native Land(s) and are 
seeking local assistance. In addition to 
interviewing individuals who were among 
the interned families, they’re interested in 
what it was like for non-interned residents 
in the New Denver ‘Orchard’ during the 
years 1942-55. They are specifically 
interested in anyone who may have 
known Dr. Stuart Cooper Robinson, a 
physician who served here during the war. 

The Robinsons were a missionary 
family sent to Japan during the late 

New internment documentary seeks local assistance
1800s and stayed until the Second World 
War. The family patriarch, John Cooper 
Robinson, was a noted missionary, writer, 
and photographer in Meiji era Japan. For 
three generations, these British Canadians 
were born and raised in Japan, growing 
up with Japanese customs, history, and 
lifestyle. Dr. Stuart Robinson’s maternal 
family was even more famous than his 
own, including Peter Bryce – the Ontario 
Health Minister who first documented 
the injustices of the residential school 
system in 1922. Dr. Stuart Cooper 
Robinson eventually became a professor 
of medicine and an associate dean at 
Dalhousie University (Halifax) and has 
given lectures on his stay in New Denver 
and Japan.

“With the help of Jill, his daughter, 

who has collected every scrap of 
information about the family over the 
years, we believe we have a rather well-
rounded look at Dr. Robinson’s life,” 
explains Brown. “What would complete 
this picture are personal reflections from 
people who knew Dr. Robinson during 
the early part of his career. From what 
we know from one Japanese Canadian 
internee in New Denver, she was 
impressed with Dr. Robinson’s Japanese 
language skills, although it was at an 
elementary level. He had only used the 
language as a youth in Japan. We hope 
to collect more details like this one, or 
anecdotes about his time there, from 
people who knew him.” 

The working plan for the film is to 
tell the story through two main individuals 
or ‘characters’ – Dr. Robinson and a 
person from a Japanese-Canadian family 
who was born and raised in Canada 
and sent to the New Denver internment 
camp. Although they tentatively have 
someone in mind for the second role, 
they are interested in considering others. 

Any well told story needs some kind of 
tension at its core. The filmmakers hope 
the contrast between these two lived 
experiences – obviously very different 
– will help drive their narrative. It’s also 
a way of highlighting the fact that many 
New Denver residents were quite helpful 
to the internees once the initial hysteria of 
war propaganda subsided and working 
relationships were forged. 

“It does not only focus on Dr. 
Robinson, though his life story does put 
a unique spin on the tale,” says Brown. 
“Essentially, the story tries to show these 
lives in parallel and as mirrors.”

Brown learned about the Cooper 
Robinson story through her friend Alex 
Chesney and her cousin Jill Cooper 
Robinson. Jill, the daughter of Dr. Stuart 
Cooper Robinson, had grown up in the 
New Denver internment community after 
her father returned from Japan. Because 
of his upbringing, after graduating from 
medical school at the University of 
Toronto, Dr. Robinson decided to start 
his practice among Japanese Canadians. 

Brown says that although Dr. Robinson 
died in 2011, the family kept extensive 
records, and has a section of the UBC 
archives devoted to them. 

Brown is an independent filmmaker 
and producer based in Toronto and a jury 
coordinator at the Toronto Japanese Film 
Festival. Shin is a Korean filmmaker who 
received her training at Nihon University 
Japan and is now a permanent resident of 
Canada. She is the principal for Alice Shin 
Productions, which has produced three 
independent films about Asian-Canadian 
experiences. She has worked in Japan, 
Korea, the US, and Canada as a director, 
producer and editor. Shin and Brown have 
co-produced two narrative films, Haru’s 
New Year (2018) and Signal Fire (2019), 
and a recently completed artist profile 
about Japanese-Canadian artist Emma 
Nishimura for CBC Gem, due for release 
by May this year. Their productions have 
been sponsored by the Canada Council 
for the Arts, CBC Arts, and the National 
Association of Japanese-Canadians. 
Aside from serving as Shin’s producer in 
Canada, Brown volunteers for the New 
Japanese Canadian Committee, Toronto 
Japanese Film Festival Committee, and 
the Festival Committee at the Japanese 
Canadian Cultural Centre in Toronto.

For more information about their 
films visit aliceshin.com. To contact them 
about participating in this project, email 
eikobrown.asp@gmail.com.    

La Cafamore 
returns 
with classical 
and tango set
submitted

La Cafamore, a classical chamber 
music group based in Rossland, returns 
to New Denver to present piano trios 
by Astor Piazzolla and Anton Arensky. 
The concert is titled Tango King and the 
One Hit Wonder, to be held at the Slocan 
Lake Arts Centre (formerly known as 
the Silverton Gallery) on Wednesday, 
March 18, at 7 pm. If the arts centre is 
still closed for repairs, the concert will 
take place at Silverton Memorial Hall. 
Tickets are $15 at the door. Check www.
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca for confirmation 
of the venue.

Violinist Carolyn Cameron explains 
the concert title, seeing as she came up 
with it. “Astor Piazzolla was famous 
for his tangos right from the start,” says 
Cameron. Although tango was the music 
and dance of the Argentinian poor and 
working class, Piazzolla’s ‘New Tango’ 
became a symbol for the more progressive 
political movements of Argentina.

To call Anton Arensky a one-hit 
wonder is not fair, and Cameron is the 
first to admit it. “For one, this trio would 
not have been considered his greatest hit 
even during his lifetime,” she says. “My 
apologies to Anton, I just thought it was 
a catchy title.” 

Arensky put out some truly wonderful 
works, including this piano trio, but has 
been relegated to the ranks of a minor 
composer. Cameron suspects that some 
of it had to do with his lack of personality. 
In other words, when you hear Arensky 
you can’t immediately identify him as the 
composer. La Cafamore was attracted to 
this work because of the luscious violin 
and cello solos.


