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by Jan McMurray
At the December 10 School District 8 

Kootenay Lake (SD8) board of education 
meeting, the Facilities Plan was adopted, 
and configuration changes for the Nelson 
family of schools were approved for 2021-
22 – but there was no decision on the fate 
of Winlaw Elementary School (WES). 
The Winlaw decision was postponed until 
the January 28 board meeting to allow 
time for more consultation with school 
staff and community.

A document prepared by SD8 staff 
proposed four different configuration 
options for the Slocan Valley family of 
schools for the board to consider at the 
December meeting. These options would 
result in WES being a K-5, K-4 or K-3 
school. It is currently K-6. One of the 
options would see Brent Kennedy reduced 
to a K-5 from its current configuration 
of K-6.

However, none of the four options 
made it onto the table at the meeting, 
because Slocan Valley Trustee Sharon 
Nazaroff put forward a brand new option. 
She proposed a one-year pilot where the 
WES grade 6 class would go out into 
the community to learn one day per 
week. This proposal would free up one 
classroom at Winlaw one day a week for 
speech pathology, art therapy, meetings 
with parents, and other things that are 
currently difficult to find space for. The 
school already has an empty classroom 
on Mondays because the students in 
the WILD program leave the school, so 
if Nazaroff’s option is approved, there 
would be an empty classroom at Winlaw 
twice a week.

“There are so many opportunities 
to learn in the community – the Nelson 
Library, the Castlegar Library, the 

New option proposed for Winlaw School by Trustee Nazaroff at SD8 board meeting
museums in the area – and the schools can 
come up with their own options. There 
are many options to reduce Winlaw’s 
overcapacity issue without eliminating the 
grade 6s,” Nazaroff said to applause from 
the community members in attendance.

Nazaroff became very emotional 
when expressing disappointment with 
parts of the document prepared by SD8 
staff. She was unhappy to see the K-3 and 
K-4 reconfiguration options for Winlaw 
in the document, as it was understood 
that Superintendent Christine Perkins 
had taken these options off the table at 
the November 13 Winlaw PAC meeting. 

Nazaroff also took exception to 
the section of the document called 
“Current general impacts of overcapacity 
at Winlaw,” which states: “Congestion 
and state of school leads to dysregulated 
students” and “Cluttered space can lead 
to cluttered minds.” 

“At multiple meetings at Winlaw 
School, parents, students and staff 
repeatedly said that the school provides 
a nurturing school environment,” she 
said. “…Now which parents would say 
their students are dysregulated? … The 
classrooms I was in are not cluttered. 
They are good environments for those 
students.”

Nazaroff concluded, “We want both 
schools in the valley [WES and Brent 
Kennedy] to have grade 6. We will 
fundraise so Winlaw has an addition. We 
will do a GoFundMe page. We will go to 
the ministry.” Again, this was met with 
applause from the public.

Chair Lenora Trenaman said she was 
very sensitive about how many times the 
board had discussed Slocan Valley school 
closures and reconfigurations over the 
years. “I still feel it’s time for this board 

to rise to the courageous challenge to 
provide ongoing stability to the Slocan 
Valley. The decision we make should last 
10 years.” She said she was “seriously 
disturbed” during a tour of WES to see 
the limited space in the school, and wants 
to see Winlaw students with “a better 
environment to learn and grow.” She was 
willing to give the one-year pilot project a 
chance, but if it fails, she said she wants to 
see the board vote for a K-4 configuration 
at WES.

Kaila Ellis, Winlaw PAC member, 
spoke during public time. “…No parents 
are saying the children are not getting 
support. To continually hear the board 
say that is the problem is absolutely 
infuriating… Please, when you come 
back in January, I want you to consider 
more than what you are hearing from 
school district staff. I think you are being 
misinformed and you really need to hear 
what the community wants. We can do 
it. We can build a building if the district 
thinks that’s what needs to happen. We 
can do it.”

In an interview with Winlaw PAC 
Chair Marya Follinsbee after the meeting, 
Follinsbee said PAC wasn’t aware of 
Trustee Nazaroff’s proposal until the 
December 10 school board meeting, but 
she felt the parents would be happy with 
it. She said that at a December 2 meeting 
at WES with parents, school staff, students 
and school district staff, the message from 
Winlaw parents was that they wanted 
time for problem solving that was more 
creative than simply eliminating grade 6.

“I’m really glad that Sharon [Trustee 
Nazaroff] was really advocating for us at 
the school board meeting,” she said. “She 
really took a strong, allied position on our 
behalf. We want to believe that the school 

district values the community of Winlaw 
School and what an extraordinary place it 
is. Because of the history between Winlaw 
and the district, we have the impression 
that the district doesn’t care about or 
respect our school and we always seem 
to be under attack, so we’re always on 
the defensive. We want to see the district 
stand up for the integrity of our space and 
our community.”

When asked if the Winlaw PAC 
was happy with the school district’s 
consultation process, Follinsbee said 
parents generally felt there hadn’t been 
enough consultation or enough time. 
“The conversation at the district level is 
about numbers, statistics, birth rates. It’s 
a dry, numerical analysis of the situation. 

As far as I know, district staff and trustees 
haven’t spent any time at the school, so 
it’s not a satisfying way to incorporate 
the intangible values of the community 
and school into their planning... Quotes 
like ‘cluttered spaces lead to cluttered 
minds’ don’t jive with my experience of 
Winlaw as a learning environment, so 
some of the rationale doesn’t feel carefully 
researched or based on real experience 
on the ground... That was what so many 
people talked about at the last meeting in 
Winlaw. The intangible qualities and the 
value of the school and the age range and 
the transition into young adulthood that 
happens in Winlaw is hard to quantify 
through the methodology the school 
district is using.”

Santa consults his ‘Naughty or Nice’ list at Rotary Christmas Carol Sing, December 4.
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Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas Season and a Healthy and Happy New Year, 
from Vince, Mathew, Joel and the staff at Vince DeVito Shoes and Orthotics

     
     Christmas Hours:
     Tues Dec 24th: 10 am – 2 pm
     Dec 25th and 26th: CLOSED
     Wed Jan 1st: CLOSED 411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

by Art Joyce
Retallack has applied for an 

expansion of its backcountry ski 
tenure, and to add limited ski 
touring and heli-skiing to its current 
commercial cat skiing activities. 
Public comments on the application 
are being accepted until January 16. 
See the ‘Notice of Intention to Apply 
for a Disposition of Crown Land’ 
advertisement on page 8 to find out 
how to view the proposal and provide 
your comments.

As outlined in the proposal, 1,382 
hectares would be added to Retallack’s 
existing tenure of 4,400 hectares if 
the application is approved. Called 
‘Retallack East’ in the proposal, the 
new terrain is immediately to the 
east of the company’s tenure that 
surrounds the lodge on Hwy 31A 
between New Denver and Kaslo. The 
proposal includes a new, permanent 

Retallack applies to expand ski tenure and to offer limited ski touring and heli-skiing
radio repeater site on Femur Ridge 
in ‘Retallack East’ to augment 
Retallack’s existing seasonal repeater 
on Robb Ridge. 

“The overall intent of Retallack’s 
request for expansion of their existing 
tenure area is to provide additional ski 
terrain for their guests, as ongoing 
climate changes, including changes to 
winter temperatures and precipitation 
levels, are creating challenging 
issues for Retallack, as well as most 
other heli and cat ski operators,” the 
proposal says.

In keeping with the goal of 
providing additional ski terrain – and 
different ski experiences – for their 
guests in the face of climate changes, 
Retallack is asking for approval to 
offer “a limited amount of guided 
ski touring” within its existing tenure 
and the proposed expansion area, and 
for “very limited” use of a helicopter 

to access the higher alpine areas of 
its existing and proposed additional 
tenure. 

“It is important to note that only 
the upper alpine areas of Retallack’s 
existing tenure area, and the proposed 
expansion area, are appropriate to 
access by helicopter and there is not 
enough terrain to support a full-time 
heli-skiing program with either this 
new area or Retallack’s existing 
operating area,” the proposal states. 
“As such, limited helicopter activities 
will only take place sporadically 
as conditions allow.” The proposal 
explains that skiers would occasionally 
be transported by helicopter from the 
lodge to the day’s ski area in the upper 
elevations, and by snowcats for the 
rest of the day.

Helicopter landing sites, according 
to the proposal, “will be chosen for 
their suitability and safe location. If 
necessary, these sites will be selected 
and modified to mitigate potential 
impacts to wildlife.” The proposal 
also says that helicopter landing sites 
will be located in existing clearings as 
much as possible. “Where necessary, 
improvements normally involve 
cutting small numbers of trees or 
shrubs to create or enhance openings 
for helicopter landing zones.”

Access to the new ‘Retallack 
East’ terrain would be accomplished 

primarily via snowcat and new snow 
roads, with occasional access via 
helicopter and cat-assisted ski touring. 
The proposal points out that the ability 
to use a helicopter and to offer cat-
assisted ski touring would limit the 
amount of new snow roads in the 
alpine. 

In the introduction to section 
7 of the application, ‘Impacts on 
other users,’ Retallack says that it is 
“very cognizant of increasing public 
concerns regarding climate change 
and the use of the land for commercial 
recreation activities. Retallack shares 
these concerns and seeks to conduct 
its operations in a sustainable manner 
to actively care for the backcountry 
we use, the wildlife habitat we share, 
and the local communities in which 
we live, work and play.”

In this  sect ion,  Retal lack 
acknowledges that improved access 
to ‘Retallack East’ will result in 
increased public recreational use of 
the area, and says it is “committed 
to continuing to engage in open, 
constructive dialogue so as to identify 
mutual strategies to mitigate any 
future conflict.”

Retallack also raises concerns 
in this section with “the ongoing 
commercial activities of North Valley 
Huts and the newly proposed ski 
resort (www.zincton.com) adjacent to 

Retallack’s exising tenure.” Retallack 
is concerned that “the playing field 
is becoming unlevel for commercial 
operators and the overarching public 
interest.” They feel that some strategic 
land planning in the Highway 31A 
corridor would be useful in mitigating 
conflicts.

Specifically, Retallack’s position 
is that any adventure tourism operator 
using Crown land should be required 
to obtain a License of Occupation via 
the Province’s existing Adventure 
Tourism Policy; and any ski resort or 
lift development that creates access 
to Crown land should be required 
to obtain a Master Development 
Agreement as per the Province’s 
existing All Seasons Resort Policy. 
They feel this would ensure public 
transparency and accountability. 

Retallack says they are not against 
recreational tenures adjacent to their 
own, provided they are “proven to 
be positively socio-economically 
beneficial to the neighbouring 
communities of New Denver and 
Kaslo… Retallack remains optimistic 
and willing to coordinate with 
all parties (e.g. the public, First 
Nations, government and commercial 
enterprises) to identify and implement 
mutually beneficial solutions that 
ensure that all parties continue to 
benefit from sharing the land.”

Sending you all warm wishes of health 
and happiness through the holidays 
and into the New Year!

Thanks for all your support.

Closed Dec 25 & 26 and Jan 1

Rutabaga’s Whole Foods
Main Street, New Denver

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

submitted
Santa could have less soot to 

contend with in 15 BC communities 
this Christmas. These communities 
are receiving funding from this year’s 
woodstove exchange program, which 
helps people replace old, smoky 
woodstoves with cleaner burning models.

The RDCK is getting $15,000 from 
the Province. 

Burning wood creates significant air 
pollution by increasing fine particulate 

Woodstove exchange program recipients announced
matter in the air, which can cause health 
problems. The program reduces local 
air pollution by helping people trade out 
old woodstoves for electric models or for 
cleaner-burning ones like gas, propane or 
pellet heating.

“This program is a step toward 
further reduction of the harms that 
can result from wood burning stoves,” 
said George Heyman, Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change 
Strategy. “British Columbians, local 

governments, the Province and health 
experts all work together on this program 
that reduces carbon and other forms of 
pollution by switching to cleaner burning 
stoves or different technologies entirely.”

Eligible British Columbians can 
apply for the following incentives: $250 
for changing to a cleaner-burning wood 
stove; $400 for changing to a qualifying 
electric heat pump, gas or propane stove, 
or pellet-fuelled stove; and $500 for those 
who live in ‘red zone’ communities, 
which are areas where fine particulate 
matter exceeds the Canadian Ambient 
Air Quality Standards. Residents there 
can use the money to change to a heat 
pump, gas or propane stove, or pellet-
fuelled stove.

The annual program has helped 
replace more than 8,000 old stoves with 
cleaner options. This year’s fund will 
distribute $300,000 through the British 
Columbia Lung Association, which also 
educates the public about alternatives to 
wood stoves.

Provincial Wood Stove Exchange 
Program: www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/
environment/air-land-water/air/air-
pollution/smoke-burning/exchange.

BC Lung Association educational 
resources, including a pamphlet about 
wood stoves: https://bc.lung.ca/protect-
your-lungs/air-quality-lung-health/
wood-smoke.
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Merry 
Christmas

 from all of us
    in Three Forks      

122 SILVER ST | THREE FORKS | 250.358.2121 | rich@krazykustoms.ca

May you have peace 
in your heart 

this holiday season!
- Chris and Brian

Karibu Park Cottages & Campground, Winlaw
www.karibupark.com • 1-888-452-7428

The Valley Voice 
is on holiday.

Our next edition comes 
out January 16

Deadline for submissions 
is January 10

The office will reopen 
January 8

CLARIFICATION
Further to the ‘WildSafeBC 

hibernating until spring’ article in 
our last issue:

WildSafeBC would like to 
acknowledge the support of the 
Valhalla Wilderness Society for 
their help providing an electric 
fencing workshop in New Denver 
and for supplying cost sharing 
for five electric fencing set-ups 
and advisement on several others. 
Thankfully they will be continuing 
with this 50% cost sharing on electric 
fencing equipment as it is an integral 
part of managing human wildlife 
conflicts in the area.

CORRECTION
In our RDCK board report in our 

last issue, we reported that Summit 
Lake Ski Hill groomer repairs were 
being partially funded by the Area K 
Community Works funds ($27,690). 
In fact, the $27,690 contribution is 
coming from both Area H and Area 
K Community Works funds. Area H 
will cover $8,307 and Area K will 
cover $19,383. CBT is also providing 
$15,000 to the project.

submitted
A new way of using GPS tracking 

data will help minimize interactions 
between the Central Selkirk caribou 
herd and snowmobilers in our area.

By tracking the local caribou 
herd’s  loca t ion  us ing  da ta 
transmitted by GPS collars on 
some of the animals, provincial 
biologists can now keep some parts 
of the Central Selkirk Snowmobile 

New technology protects local caribou herd, allows sledders access
Management Area (CSSMA) closed 
to snowmobiling, while keeping 
open other parts that contain no 
caribou.

The new approach is a result of a 
stewardship management agreement 
between the BC government and two 
outdoor recreational clubs: Trout 
Lake Recreational Club and the 
Arrow Lakes Ridge Riders.

“This is a great example of how 
we can use existing technology in a 
new way to help protect caribou, while 
still allowing British Columbians 
to access the backcountry in this 
region,” said Doug Donaldson, 
Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural 
Resource Operations and Rural 
Development. “The members of 
these clubs will continue to enjoy 
their sport and the caribou in this herd 
will remain undisturbed.”

Under the Wildlife Act, all 
caribou habitat within the CSSMA is 
closed to snowmobiling year-round. 
Through this agreement, however, 
limited access by exemption permit 
is being granted to new and existing 

members of the two clubs. Members 
need to carry their club card (showing 
their name and membership number) 
and photo identification to enter areas 
of the CSSMA that are open for 
snowmobile use that day.

Conservation officers patrol 
the Central Selkirk Snowmobile 

Management Area regularly and have 
the authority to stop snowmobilers 
to check for compliance. Any 
snowmobiler found in the area 
who cannot produce a valid club 
membership and photo identification 
could face a $575 penalty. Any 
snowmobilers found within an 

area that is closed to snowmobiling 
(regardless of the documents they 
carry) could also face a $575 penalty.

For more information about 
the Central Selkirk Snowmobile 
Management Area and recreational 
club membership online, visit 
snowmobileselkirks.ca
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Wishes you the Best of the 
Holiday Season

Slocan Valley Branch: 
3014 Hwy 6, Slocan Park

Our offices will be closed December 25 - 26 and January 1

www.heritagecu.ca
Traditional Service In person and Online

Best Wishes 
for a Wonderful 
Holiday and a 
very Happy New 
Year!

Ken & Darcy Wanstall
Pacific Inland Pole & 
Piling Co. 2004 Ltd.

NEWS

Ricky Thomas 
Sharpe

Ricky passed away peacefully 
on December 3, 2019. Ricky was 
born in Calgary, Alberta and spent 
much of his life in Alberta before 
moving to Nakusp in 2004. He loved 
the outdoors and spent much of his 
younger years pursuing education. 
Ricky is survived by his mother, 
Roberta Witfield, one aunt and 
several cousins. His father, Stanley 
Thomas Sharpe, predeceased him. 
Ricky will be missed by all who 

knew him. A funeral service was held at the Nakusp United Church on 
Friday December 13, 2019 at 2:00 pm. Ricky’s caregivers express their 
thanks for the wonderful care provided by Nakusp Hospice Society, the 
staff at Minto House, Dr. Lea and Dr. Oyetola. 

You are invited to leave a personal message of condolence on the 
family’s online register at https://www.valleyfh.ca/

Locally-made leather belts

Gift-giving Ideas at Vince DeVito Shoes...

Locally-made leather belts

Warm Cozy Slippers

vincedevito.ca

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

Red Wing 
Wallets

Darn 
Tough 
Socks

–
Lifetime 

Guarantee

by Kathy Hartman
The local Central Selkirk herd, 

otherwise known as the Nakusp/ 
Duncan herd, is in trouble. Big 
trouble. It may soon be extirpated 
like many of the caribou herds 
south of Revelstoke.

But, help is coming. The 
Arrow Lakes Caribou Society 
(ALCS) and the Provincial 
Caribou Recovery Program are 
on board to build a maternity pen 
near the Nakusp Hot Springs this 
January.

ALCS Chair Hugh Watt is 
determined to get the maternity 
pen built this winter, because “the 
alternative of waiting another 

A community effort to build a caribou maternity pen near the Nakusp Hot Springs this winter is 
underway. Pictured here is the maternity pen at Revelstoke.

It takes a community to raise a caribou herd
year to begin the project is that it 
may be too late for recovery. The 
logic is that with only 24 animals 
remaining, and potentially 
more difficult predator control 
conditions than other parts of the 
province, we must do everything 
possible, including penning, to 
halt and reverse decline in caribou 
numbers.”

Watt says a lot of background 
work has been done on the 
project, including choosing 
and verifying a site, mapping, 
planning, budgeting, sourcing 
materials and grant writing – “so 
that we can be ready with a solid 
plan and financial resources to 

carry out a program late this 
winter.” 

Unfortunately, decisions on 

the grant applications won’t 
be made until March, so the 
community is stepping up with 

volunteers, cash and materials to 
give the project a jump start. 

ALCS has started a GoFundMe 
campaign for the project, with 
a goal of raising $60,000 for 
construction materials, equipment 
rentals and labour to build the 
maternity pen. 

O t h e r  e f f o r t s  b y  t h e 
community to help save our herd 
include a collaboration between 
the Trout Lake Recreational Club, 
the Arrow Lakes Ridge Riders, 
the BC Snowmobile Federation 
and FLNRORD to reduce the 
stress and displacement on the 
herd. Under the Wildlife Act, all 
caribou habitat within the Central 
Selkirk Snowmobile Management 
Area is closed to snowmobiling 
year-round. With a new ministry 
website and a GPS tracking 
system pinpointing the location 
of the herd, snowmobilers of 
those two clubs will be allowed 
into restricted areas when the 
caribou are elsewhere. This is a 
pilot project to see if it can be 
expanded to other clubs.

The Central Selkirk herd has 
a lot of people rooting for their 
survival, including community 
members ,  loca l  bus iness , 
local and provincial scientists, 
recreationists, environmentalists, 
Indigenous Nations, local and 
provincial politicians. Darcy 
Peel, Director of the BC Caribou 
Recovery program had this to say 
about the community’s efforts, 
“We look forward to working more 
with you and your community to 
advance Central Selkirk caribou 
recovery efforts. Developing such 
partnerships are key to building 
successful approaches that will 
endure through time.”

According to provincial 
biologists, the Central Selkirk 
herd had 227 animals in 1997, 
and 25 in 2019 – an 89% decline. 
ALCS has counted 24 healthy 
animals, which they say is not 
enough to maintain a herd. The 
South Selkirk herd was extirpated 
earlier this year. Of the six herds 
south of Revelstoke, three are 
extirpated and all in decline.

A donation to the ALCS 
maternity pen project is a great 
Christmas giving idea. Since 
reindeer and caribou are actually 
the same species,  Rangifer 
tarandus, you can say you helped 
save Santa’s reindeer this year. Find 
the GoFundMe page here: https://
www.gofundme.com/f/s3w67-
arrow-lakes-caribou-society-
maternity-pen-project 
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Closed December 21 – 
January 1

Re-opening January 2

250-353-7409

by Jan McMurray
A celebration and tour of the new 

shelter at the NACFOR storage yard 
on Nakusp Hot Springs Road was held 
December 10.

Frances Swan of NACFOR gave a 
speech to describe the project and thank 
the many project partners. “The project 
supports NACFOR’s mandate to 
provide social and economic benefits to 
Nakusp and area. It’s truly a community 
project and is a showcase for local 
workmanship, community partnerships 
and connections,” she said.

The construction of a shelter at the 

A celebration of the new shelter at the NACFOR storage yard was held December 10.

New shelter at Nakusp Community Forest storage yard
storage yard was proposed in January 
2018, to provide a secure storage 
area for NACFOR equipment and 
supplies, as well as a covered work 
area for community projects such as 
the Community Firewood program run 
by Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community 
Services (ASLCS). The project was 
funded by NACFOR, ASLCS and the 
Columbia Basin Trust.

Swan said the building is “a 
showcase for local value added wood 
manufacturing.” It is built from logs 
from the community forest, which 
were manufactured at Rick Dyck’s mill 

in Burton. Crescent Bay Construction 
manufactured the metal fasteners and 
bracing. Other materials and services 
were provided by local businesses and 
the Village of Nakusp. Selkirk College 
helped with the design.

Brian Weatherhead was the 
project supervisor, with John Guild 
as construction helper. A Nakusp 
Secondary student also pitched in, and 
Warren Belfry volunteered to assist 
with installing the beams. ASLCS 
contributed funding for a job coach 
and diversity client to help with the 
construction, as well.

In spring 2020, NACFOR plans 
to construct an enclosed storage area 
at one end of the shelter. They hope to 
involve NSS students, who could mill 
some of the smaller components for 
the enclosed area using the new small 

mill in the school’s woodworking shop.
The Village of Nakusp leases the 

storage yard land to NACFOR to sort 
and store logs, and to provide a space 
for NACFOR and other community 
projects.

by Jan McMurray
Kathy Smith stepped down as 

president and director of the Nakusp 
Community Forest (NACFOR) board 
on November 27. 

Mayor Tom Zeleznik, in his report 
to Nakusp council on December 9, 
thanked Smith for her service, and 
spoke about her “vast knowledge” 
of forestry. “Her involvement with 
the Community Forest movement 
began in 2002 and she is one of 
the remaining founding members,” 
he said. “Thank you, Kathy, for all 
you have contributed to make our 
own Community Forest NACFOR 

Kathy Smith resigns as NACFOR president
a strong asset for our community 
and area.”

Smith says she has told the 
NACFOR board that she would be 
interested in some committee work 
and to assist as needed.

“I thoroughly love(d) my 
involvement with NACFOR, but I 
felt it was time for a change – not only 
for me but also for NACFOR,” she 
wrote in an email to the Valley Voice.

The board has seven seats and 
currently has two vacancies. To 
apply for a position on the board 
and to learn more about it, visit 
nakuspcommunityforest.com.

Kelly Roberts and Tammy Hascarl were the elves at Selkirk Realty during Nakusp’s Celebration 
of Light, December 6.



The Valley Voice   December 19, 20196

The Valley Voice   Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
Phone: 250-358-7218 Fax: 250-358-7793 E-Mail: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca Website: www.valleyvoice.ca
Publisher - Dan nicholson • Editor - Jan McMurray  • Food Editor Emeritus - anDrew rhoDes • Arts & Culture Editor - art Joyce

Reporters - art Joyce, Katrine caMpbell, claire paraDis, barbara curry Mulcahy, Moe lyons
Published and printed in British Columbia, Canada

The Valley Voice is distributed throughout the Slocan and Arrow Lake Valleys from South Slocan/Playmor Junction to Edgewood and Kaslo on Kootenay Lake.
Circulation is 7,600 papers, providing the most complete news and advertising coverage of any single newspaper serving this area.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: CANADA $54.60, USA $84.00, OVERSEAS $126.00. E-Mail Subscription $22.40 (Prices include GST)
Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement #40021191

OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 
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We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 
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except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

Crisis in the 
woods

Those who were familiar with 
the comedian George Carlin may 
remember his parting words: “Ladies 
and Gentlemen! It is all B......T!” 

And so it goes for the most 
damaging industry in this part of 
the province: promises with no 
substance aimed at maintaining the 
status quo, bolstered with carefully 
studied ‘green language’ to mislead 
and deceive the public; and the static, 
corrosive colonialism still at work in 
the arrogant decision-making over 
entire ecosystems. 

The crisis in the woods has 
reached the tipping point and still 
it is not enough. The insatiable 
destruction of forests and watersheds 
shows a singular lack of honour and 
respect which subtracts from the 
honour already eroded among timber 
merchants who call themselves 
foresters and ministers, still willing 
to deny reality. 

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Oppose 5G
The short story is: RF radiation 

causes health problems; 5G is being 
introduced and has not been proven 
safe; 5G RFR high frequencies are 
known to be harmful; many states, 
countries, and scientists concur and 
want 5G radiation of the public to be 
terminated.

My recommendations for our 
area from the junction to Nakusp are: 
do not allow 5G to be operated in our 
area; push for fibre optic delivery of 
data directly to the building or home, 
no wireless; if 5G is proven to be safe 
in the future, maybe three years from 
now, then allow 5G.

It will cost you very little if you 
proceed with caution. If you barge 
ahead with 5G, which has not been 
proven to be safe, then you may be 
blamed for problems resulting.

Wulf Mense
Winlaw

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

Our Special “Fall Getaway” deal is on now until Dec 25. Stay in any of our 
Luxurious rooms for $159 + tax & receive a $40 voucher to use in our Pub.  

Rooms are first call first choice. 
Call us today 250-353-7714 or book online kaslohotel.com

The Pub is open 7 days a week serving food from 11:30 am - 9 pm

Climate solutions 
need a new way 
of thinking

Tzeporah  Berman ,  in  he r 
December 10, 2019 opinion piece 
for The Guardian, points out how 
Canadian climate policy really has not 
changed. Part of the problem might 
be that governments, in general, lack 
the intellectual capacity to “go boldly 
where no one has gone before.”

Governments and political parties 
have evolved through a political and 
economic model based on growth and 
the increasing need for energy. Never 
have governments considered the 
existential threat they were creating.

COP25 provides a clear example 
of the missing skill sets that are needed 
to deal with this existential problem. 
Trying to develop new solutions using 
the same tools that created the problem 
does not work. New tools are needed. 
Do we have time for the next generation 
of politicians to develop the intellectual 
skills and move us to a political and 
economic model that will not kill us?

Ron Robinson
Nelson

Climate change 
and the military

I hate to be repetitive, but ongoing 
issues sometimes demand it. As I listen 
to CBC radio and read the papers online 
and off these days, the most prominent 
stories seem to be in regards to climate 
change. Still I have yet to hear one 
journalist, activist, politician, scientist, 
or climate expert mention the military’s 
huge carbon footprint, and their clear 
environmental destruction cause by 
their warring ways. I can find a little 
information regarding the US military’s 
CO2 contribution, but no analysis of the 
total effect of their military activities, 
and absolutely no analysis of the total 
contribution of all the world’s militaries 
to our current climate crisis. For some 
reason everybody who should be alerting 
the public to the fact that the military is 
totally exempt from doing anything to 

help solve the problem, have been struck 
dumb. Do they all think that the military 
is so righteous that we are better off to 
allow them to indiscriminately destroy 
the earth than to expect them to cut back 
on their activity? Where is the analysis of 
the total contribution to climate change 
bestowed on us by the world’s military? 
Do we really love war so much, that we 
quietly agree to this deafening silence?

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Response to 
‘IUFRO article 
cause for concern’

I understand from a letter to the 
editor published December 5, 2019 that 
readers of the Valley Voice are passionate 
about forests, ecology, governance, and 
education. This is heartening to hear 
because interest in these topics is the 
basis for enthusiasm and participation in 
seeking knowledge, finding solutions and 
taking action to overcome forest-related 
challenges. However, after thoughtfully 
reading the letter, I am curious to better 
understand the concerns that have been 
raised. In particular, it would be nice to 
discuss forest-related education, youth 
engagement, and opportunities for 

mentorship. Therefore, I invite readers 
to contact me at burns@iufro.org to start 
a conversation.

As it seems that there was a 
misperception that IUFRO is a European 
organization, it should be clarified that 
IUFRO is a global network connecting 
forest scientists in 127 countries 
worldwide. Scientists collaborate on a 
voluntary basis.

The Slocan Valley is where I 
grew up. While actively engaging in 
international dialogues on forests, our 
valley and our community are always 
close to my heart. Therefore, I am open 
to exchanging knowledge on any forest-
related topic – for example, approaches 
and trends from other countries, such as 
those identified by the author of the letter 
to the editor in his 2017 BC provincial 
election campaign as an independent 
candidate: “Boom and bust resource 
extraction economic values is the biggest 
issue facing BC political parties. We 
need to get involved in the emerging 
ecological sane economic trend as 
Germany and other European countries 
have embraced. I would inspire folks 
to demand change.” (April 27, 2017 
thenelsondaily.com) 

Janice Burns
Vienna

BC’s uncertain forestry 
future: turning it around

The December 1, 2019 Canadian Press 
story on the uncertain future of BC forestry, 
with mills permanently closing across the 
province, confirmed it is past time to assess 
what is working, and what is not.

EF Schumacher, author of Small is 
Beautiful (1974) wrote “One of the most 
fateful errors of our age is the belief ‘the 
problem of production’ has been solved.”

Important policy questions include:
1. Is the goal of planning a sustainable 

timber supply achievable, given the predicted 
volume decline (falldown) and continuing 
value depletion in our forests? If not 
achievable, problems will remain.

2. Has the root cause of mill closures 
been diagnosed (understood)? When the root 
cause is not identified, and effective corrective 
action not taken, more mill closures will occur.

3. Is existing forest legislation and 
regulations part of the problem? If so, this 
can be corrected.

In 2012, the BC Auditor General said no 
forest stewardship plan in law was required 
in BC’s public forests. BC’s Forest Practices 
Board reconfirmed the serious consequences 
of this failure in 2015 and 2018.

Prudence requires more volume and 
more value of wood in our forests than being 
logged out of our forests, with a safety margin 
to allow for risk and uncertainty.

Neglect of the future has serious 
consequences for both people and forests. 
Especially in this time of climate change, bold 
effective action by the Province is needed to 
restore ecological diversity, productivity, 
water quality, value, commercial timber 
supply, revenue and jobs in/ from our vast 
public forests.

Ray Travers, retired Registered 
Professional Forester

Victoria
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Is the science ever in?
Being neither a physician nor a 

biochemist, I have minimal inclination to 
contribute to the discussion of vaccines. 
But as a layman, I do have some opinions 
about the form this discussion is taking. 
The two aspects that bother me is that the 
discussion bunches all vaccines under a 
single discussion and the statement “the 
science is in.” Such an utterance cannot 
possibly come from a qualified scientist, 
especially in the biological sciences.

With respect to our present dialogue – 
or lack of it – I am reminded of a similar 
dialogue in the 1950s about antibiotics. 
During that period there was considerable 
enthusiasm over antibiotics and their role in 
saving lives. But besides hearing about their 
praise, I was also exposed to their criticism 
and remember it well even though I was still 
quite young. Some extreme people warned 
against their use altogether and quite a 
number warned against their overuse. 
These people were especially distressed 
when they learned of the introduction of 
antibiotics into livestock feed, which, I 
believe, at one point constituted 70% of 
all antibiotic use.

During the decades that followed, the 
mainstream position was that antibiotics 
had pretty well overcome our battle with 
infectious diseases. But I did learn of a 
doctor who already during the 1970s felt 
uncomfortable with the so-called full 
prescriptions. He advised using a mini-dose 
and letting the immune system do the rest. 
The argument, I presume, was that the 
immune system adapts and evolves with the 
bug, whereas the antibiotic is static. I have 
recently learned that such an approach is 
now considered by some. During the 1980s, 
I encountered more antibiotic hesitancy by 
physicians.

Now, after over half a century of my 
initial exposure to the antibiotic discussion, 
I hear from the mainstream media a story 
similar to that presented to me by some of 
these alternative people in my childhood. 
What I learned from this history is that we 
need to maintain respectful discussions of 
diverse views. We all need to expand our 
horizons and avoid statements like “the 
science is in.”

Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

Opposed to Retallack 
expansion proposal

Retallack Cat Skiing has proposed to 
amend their current license to increase the 
size of their tenure along highway 31A and 
to include heli-skiing. The proposal can be 
reviewed online at: https://comment.nrs.gov.
bc.ca/applications#find and by searching the 
ID number #4402411. The application is 
currently under review and public comments 
will be accepted until January 16, 2020.

I am opposed to this proposal. Here is a 
short list of my concerns, observations and 
questions.

The application states that the intent of 
expansion is to provide additional ski terrain 
as ongoing climate changes are creating 
challenging issues for Retallack. To mitigate 
these climate issues, Retallack proposes 
to use helicopters to transport their clients. 
In this time of climate awareness and the 
known need to reduce carbon emissions, 
the increased use in helicopters to mitigate 
climate change is absolutely preposterous.

Highway 31A has the only highway-
accessible ski touring in the area, making 
it accessible for locals and visitors without 
the need for a snowmobile. An increase in 
the tenure and the use of helicopters will 
further limit our community’s recreational 
opportunities. Currently Retallack operates 
on public land but those who have tried 
recreating within their tenure are often 
disappointed. I have been asking local 
residents about their relationship with 
Retallack and the majority of responses have 
been negative.

In the proposal, Retallack claims to 
be concerned with ongoing commercial 
activities including North Valley Huts and 
the Zincton development. North Valley 
Huts provides affordable accommodation 
on Highway 31A and welcomes families, 
and outdoor enthusiasts of all types. It’s hard 
to say what will happen with the Zincton 
development but surely if it gets built it will 
provide more inclusive access to the great 
skiing in our area with a much smaller carbon 
footprint. Retallack is very expensive and 
based on my conversations with locals, seems 
to want to limit public access to their tenure.

Retallack claims to be a significant 
local employer and to sponsor local public 
recreation and volunteer groups. How 
many locals currently work for Retallack? 
How many more locals will be hired if the 
proposal goes through? My guess is the local 
benefits of the increased tenure will be non-
existent. Who are these local recreation and 
volunteer groups? I have been asking these 
questions the past week and nobody knows. 
Retallack’s current license to operate is valid 
until 2040. Can’t they be satisfied with what 
they have? Must they disrupt more wildlife, 
emit more carbon and ruin more public 
recreation in the name of profits? There are 
questions that should be answered before this 
proposal is processed. Unfortunately, there is 
a strong chance it could be approved without 
more public opposition. Please review the 
application, talk about it with your neighbours 
and take action if possible.

Dennis Lynch
New Denver

Make an informed 
choice on vaccination

The biggest cause for “vaccine 
hesitancy” is vaccine injury. As far back 
as 1972, the Supreme Court of Canada 
has acknowledged vaccine injury. Nathalie 
LaPierre, aged 5, was left severely disabled 
from an MMR vaccine. There was no 
dispute in the courts that it was the vaccine 
that caused the injury. Vaccine injury is not 
a myth. It is case law in Canada. This led 
to the formation of a vaccine compensation 
program in Quebec. If vaccines are safe 
then why does Quebec have a program to 
compensate those who receive injury from 
vaccines? Why is Quebec the only province 
in Canada to have a vaccine compensation 
program? 

I personally have a relative who 
was injured from vaccines. This child’s 
parents are both hospital emergency room 
nurses with three decades of experience 

Reflections on democracy 
and community

As a candidate for the Green Party 
in the recent federal election, I had the 
privilege of spending time in communities 
across the Kootenay Columbia Electoral 
District over the course of my campaign. 
What is striking and what we have in 
common across each of our communities 
is the incredible beauty of this region – a 
beauty that for many of us reinforces a 
desire and commitment to live here. What 
is also striking, however, is the diversity 
in the character, history, and economies of 
the communities united within this federal 
political boundary.

Meeting people and listening to the 
stories, issues, needs, successes and 
sources of pride in each community was 
humbling and inspiring. Common themes 
I heard across our region include housing, 
the environment, reconciliation, and 
employment vulnerability, each with their 
own local flavour. Equally inspiring were 
the youth with whom I was able to spend 
time, many of whom are leading efforts in 
their respective communities seeking to 
enable livable futures for themselves and 
all creatures. 

Elections, like social media, can 
bring out the best and the worst in people. 
Canada’s first past the post system is suitable 
for a two-party system and necessarily 
creates division and dysfunction in a 
multi-party system. Nevertheless I believe 
that a multi-party system is a sign of a 
healthy democracy that allows the space 
for a multiplicity of perspectives and 
priorities. I was reminded of this at each 
of the all candidate forums that were held 
across the Kootenay Columbia, where I 
had the opportunity to listen to and reflect 
on the policies, priorities and perspectives 
of each candidate. Each candidate in this 
election secured votes, demonstrating the 
diversity of political agendas amongst 
our area’s residents. The art of politics, 
and what now falls to Rob Morrison as 
our elected Member of Parliament, is to 
discern the path forward that achieves the 
best compromise that seeks to enable all 
of us to live together peacefully and well. 

Living peacefully and well, alongside 
our fellow citizens, is harder to do when 
elections and social media generate 
acrimony and discord. I hope that we can all 
heed the call of youth leader Thea de Paoli 
in Kimberley and strive to be kind to each 
other. Each challenge we face, whether 
it is very personal or more communal in 
nature, is easier to overcome when we can 
draw on the communities that are not just 
a factor of geographic proximity but are 
based in generosity, patience, and kindness 
– in relationships. I am grateful to every 
person who connected with me over the 
course of the campaign and shared your 
thoughts and hopes. A special thank you 
to my extraordinary campaign manager, 
Devon Caron, who kept me sane and on 
track. I am profoundly grateful to all those 
who volunteered on my campaign, to those 
who chose to display one of my signs, 
and to those who voted for me, sharing 
my excitement for the vision held by the 
Green Party of Canada. As for me, I shall 
continue to find ways to work within and 
contribute to the people and communities 

of this precious place we all call home.
Abra Brynne, former Green 

Party Candidate, Kootenay Columbia
Nelson

Why parents worry 
about vaccines

As the mother of vaccine-injured 
children, I take exception to Rory Lindsay’s 
one-sided glorification of the benefits of 
vaccination. For those whose loved ones 
are vaccine-injured, there is no glory or 
benefit, only suffering and grief as they 
witness their previously healthy child 
succumb to brain and immune system 
injuries inflicted by a medical procedure 
that was supposed to protect them. I know 
about this because two of my children are 
vaccine-injured. In 1962, the notorious 
whole cell DPT vaccine left my six-month-
old baby with brain injury and learning 
disabilities. My youngest daughter suffered 
a severe reaction to MMR vaccine in 1977 
that damaged her immune system.

The DPT vaccine (diphtheria, 
pertussis, tetanus) has caused severe 
neurological injuries and destroyed the 
lives of countless children over the many 
decades of its use. In western countries, it 

between them. The mainstream media 
has launched a campaign of propaganda 
and fear to propagate the idea that those 
who choose not to vaccinate are somehow 
misinformed or ignorant. This simply is 
not true. I know doctors and lawyers who 
choose not to vaccinate. When nurses wear 
masks, it is likely because they chose not to 
get a flu shot. Many nurses choose masks 
over the flu shot. Why are nurses choosing 
not to vaccinate themselves against the 
flu? Is it because nurses are ignorant or 
misinformed? Who knows the pros and 
cons of a flu shot better than a nurse? I know 
a nurse who wore the mask for seven years.

If vaccines are safe, then why does 
the vaccine compensation program in 
Quebec exist? If they are effective, why 
are people who are vaccinated against 
measles, whooping cough, the flu, etc. still 
able to contract the illness? If vaccines are 
effective, why do they require others to 
also be vaccinated in order to work? Ask 
questions.

If you decide to vaccinate, that choice 
is and should be yours. However, it is 
important to understand there is another side 
to this debate. The choice not to immunize 
is based in case law, demonstrable science, 
and is very well documented. However 
the counter argument is rarely present in 
mainstream media. Ask questions and 
inform yourself, read the product inserts 
that comes with any and all vaccines, 
weigh the risks from both sides and make 
an informed decision based the evidence, 
and your own logic and reason. Medical 
freedom is about choice. Being informed 
means weighing both sides of any situation. 
Health authorities have been grossly wrong 
before. Cigarettes. DDT. Asbestos. Has the 
over prescription of opioids and antibiotics 
been good for health? Will vaccine injury 
be the next health crisis?

Whether you choose to vaccinate or 
not, make an informed choice. There are 
two sides to every story. Where there is 
risk there must be choice. Educate yourself. 
Health is important and worth a little bit 
of time and research. Ask questions. Find 
answers. Make the best decision for the 
health of you and your family.

Leigh Brown
Winlaw

was eventually replaced with a less reactive 
“acellular” pertussis (whooping cough) 
vaccine in the 1990s, but is still used in 
developing countries because it’s cheaper 
to produce. Recent studies by Dr. Peter 
Aaby review over 30 years of vaccination 
programs in Africa, which reveal that 
babies injected with the DPT vaccine have 
a five to ten times greater risk of dying from 
other infections compared to children who 
have not been vaccinated. The DPT vaccine 
weakens their overall immune resistance 
to infectious diseases and substantially 
increases risk of mortality.

Recent studies acknowledge that the 
acellular DTaP vaccine is responsible 
for the ongoing outbreaks of whooping 
cough. Fully vaccinated people can get 
the disease many times over and remain 
asymptomatic. They then unknowingly 
spread whooping cough to infants and other 
vulnerable people in the community. The 
most recent medical literature says there 
is nothing that can be done to resolve this 
terrible dilemma of fully vaccinated people 
spreading whooping cough.

A three-year Canadian study involving 
271,495 children found that 1 in 168 
children injected with MMR vaccine and 
meningitis-C vaccines at 12 months end 
up in ER with adverse reactions. Several 
children died during the study period, 
yet the number of deaths has never been 
disclosed nor followed up to discover if 
other health issues may have developed 
months or years later. Other studies show 
that MMR vaccine increases the risk of 
seizures, which can lead to epilepsy in 
some children.

The sweeping claim that vaccines have 
saved countless lives has no basis in reality. 
Risk/ benefit analyses have never been done 
to compare long-term health outcomes in 
vaccinated and unvaccinated populations. 
Adding insult to injury, vaccines are NOT 
tested against neutral/ inert placebos, nor 
do they undergo the same rigorous testing 
required of all other drugs prior to licensing. 
Once licensed and on the market, it is we, 
the public and our children, who are the 
test population, while government health 
agencies record a meager 1-10% of adverse 
vaccine reactions. 

Medical history shows that the 
dramatic decline in mortality from 
infectious diseases happened long before 
modern mass vaccination programs were 
established in the mid-20th century. 
Vaccines had an insignificant effect on this 
decline, which in fact was due to improved 
nutrition, public sanitation systems and 
better hygiene. The ineffective smallpox 
vaccine was discontinued precisely because 
of the injuries and death it inflicted while 
epidemics raged on. Long after the smallpox 
epidemics had ended primarily due to strict 
quarantine measures, the vaccine was 
considered too reactive and too dangerous to 
continue using, and it was finally removed 
from the standard vaccine arsenal.

As a result of my two children’s 
vaccine injuries, I have spent a lifetime 
researching the topic, interviewing doctors 
and scientists, and advocating for other 
parents through Vaccine Choice Canada 
(originally Vaccine Risk Awareness 
Network).

Edda West, Vaccine Choice Canada
Winlaw
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The Donation Store
Merry Xmas and 

Happy Holidays to all  
Regular hours 10-2

Closed from Dec 25 to Jan 31
Phone 250-358-7199

Highway 6 • New Denver

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Xmas Hours:
Dec. 24 – 9 am - 6 pm
Dec. 25 - 26 - closed
Open Jan. 1 – 10 am - 6 pm

Closed Dec. 21 – Jan. 12
Re-opening Jan. 13

Land Act:  Notice of Intention to Apply for 
a Disposition of Crown Land
Take notice that we, 0792107 BC Ltd, from Nelson, BC 
have applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Forests, 
Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
(FLNRORD), Kootenay Boundary Region, for an amendment to 
our License of Occupation for Commercial Recreation (Cat Ski) 
situated on Provincial Crown land located west of Kaslo, BC. 

FLNRORD invites comments on this application, the Lands 
File is 4402411. Written comments concerning this application 
should be directed to Authorizations Specialist, FLNRORD, 
Kootenay Boundary Region, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, 
BC V1C 7G1.  Comments will be received by FLNRORD up 
to January 17, 2020.  FLNRORD may not be able to consider 
comments received after this date. Please visit the website at 
http://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/ for more information.  

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be 
considered part of the public record.  Access to these records 
requires the submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) 
request.  Visit http://www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to 
learn more about FOI submissions

Wolfgang Plumbing 
Merry 

Christmas 
from 

Wolfgang 
and 
the 

staff

Winlaw 226-7320

climate change deniers
don’t know the bus schedule

submitted
Amazing community support 

has put in motion plans for a second 
Kootenay Thunder Women’s Hockey 

Kootenay Thunder tournament was a huge success
Tournament next year. Sheila Seaton, 
one of the main organizers of the event, 
said the backing from businesses and 
individuals was the major factor in the 

huge success of the inaugural ‘Thunder 
in the Valley’ tournament. This was the 
first women’s hockey tournament in 
Nakusp in nearly 20 years. 

Eighty-five players in all suited up 
for the six teams – Nakusp, Revelstoke, 
Golden, Kaslo, Fruitvale and Armstrong. 
Play started November 22, with Fruitvale 
wrapping up the tourney taking the 
championship game on Sunday. 

Unfortunately, the home team, 
Kootenay Thunder, did not win a single 
game but they had a blast playing. In 
their final game on Sunday against 
Kaslo, the starting lineup (Sarah 
Sanders, Tracy Smith, Tawny Sidwell, 
Lisa Goosen, Sheila Seaton, and goalie 
Stephanie Stenseth) decided to have 
some fun with their losing streak. At 
first puck drop, they dropped to the ice 
onto their backs and waved white flags. 
It took a moment for everyone in the 

arena to figure out what was going on 
before laughter erupted from both team 
benches, everyone on the ice, and the 
spectators. The game was then started 
over and Thunder battled hard, playing 
their best game of the weekend but 
were unable to get the puck past Kaslo’s 
fantastic goalie. 

Saturday night, the teams were 
treated to a dinner catered by Deb Guest 
where the MVP awards from Friday 
and Saturday, along with Unsung Hero 
awards, were presented. The doors 
opened to the public at 9 pm when DJ 
Fuzzy Logik took over keeping the 
dance floor full for the night.

Kootenay Thunder was praised 
for how well organized everything 
was and how welcome all players felt 
in the arena and in the community. 
Teams were impressed with how many 
spectators there were, the arena and the 

guys working over the weekend, and 
some even said it was the best ice they 
had ever skated on. All five visiting 
teams are looking forward to next year’s 
tournament already. 

Kootenay Thunder has decided 
that their home tournament each year 
will be a fundraising event with half of 
their proceeds going to an individual or 
group in need. This year, the team will 
be donating proceeds from sponsorship 
to Kim Dupuis and proceeds from 
tournament fees to Krystal Fisher, both 
of whom are battling cancer. 

A huge Thunder thank you to the 
huge number of local sponsors. The 
tournament organizers were Sheila 
Seaton and Tracy Smith, with a lot of 
help from Sarah Sanders, Leah Gilliland, 
Karlee Cooke, Tawny Sidwell, Shannon 
Huyber, Stephanie Stenseth, Codie 
Jones, and Ali Spavor. 

by Katrine Campbell
• Councillor Gerald Wagner was in 

the mayor’s chair, and Councillor John 
Fyke attended by Skype.

• The Village will apply for a 
building permit for repairs to Bosun 
Hall. The east wall of the kitchen needs 
modification to install a new, larger 
stove and to ensure a plumbing leak 
is fixed and the wall rebuilt. This year, 
New Denver spent more than $6,000 on 
the hall and had budgeted only $5,000. 
Two unexpected expenses were having 
to test for asbestos, due to the building’s 
age, and trenching, gravelling and 

New Denver council, December 10: 
New Denver might budget more for Bosun Hall

installing flashing on the north wall for 
drainage. Allaway said some line items 
in the Recreation and Culture section 
were under budget, freeing up money 
this year to spend on the hall. 

LACE, which manages the hall, 
received a grant to help purchase the 
stove, and asked the Village for a grant-
in-aid to buy a range hood. Allaway 
suggested council defer the request, 
and take a second look at the amount 
traditionally budgeted for ongoing 
maintenance on the Bosun because “it’s 
maybe not sufficient.”

• Councillor Vern Gustafson noted 
the revenue and expense report for 
2019 showed “a little wriggle room.” 
Acting CAO Catherine Allaway said 
“we didn’t overspend ourselves this 
year.” There were some areas where 
the Village could make purchases it had 
been putting off until year-end, such 
as office computers whose operating 
systems expire in January, she added.

Gustafson also pointed out that the 
revenue from the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre was down from the 
previous year; Allaway explained 

that in 2018, they had an employee 
who was a “stellar salesperson.” The 
combination of someone who loves 
history and is a great salesperson was 
lacking in 2019, she said. 

• Council received for information 
an invitation from West Coast 
Environmental Law to join the cities of 
Vancouver and Victoria in investigating 
possible joint legal strategies to hold 
fossil fuel companies accountable for 
climate costs. Victoria announced that 
one of Canada’s top litigators is drafting 
a legal opinion about the potential class 
action lawsuit against those companies 
seeking compensation for climate 
costs. Fyke noted that “this type of 
pressure could benefit our children and 
grandchildren.”

• Grant Thornton was appointed as 
the Village’s auditors for the 2020 fiscal 
year, and Kootenay Savings Credit 
Union was appointed as its banking 
institution.

• As it usually does, council 
cancelled the second December 
meeting. This year, it falls on Christmas 
Eve. 
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8th Annual
FALCONS’ CUP 

December 28th & 29th

Proceeds go to Nakusp Minor Hockey  
50/50 Draws 

Beer Gardens • Concession 

Come out, watch some ‘fast paced’ old-time hockey 
and support your local hockey club!  

This ad is sponsored by Marvin’s Small Motors as a public service

Christmas Greetings and Happy 
New Year from the Ardell family 

and MC Handyman.

250-265-2225 or murray.ardell@gmail.com

by Jan McMurray
School District 8 Kootenay Lake 

will be re-testing for lead content in 
the water at all fountains and staff room 

Testing of lead levels in water underway at SD8 schools
sinks within the district this month. The 
results are expected to be available in 
January.

At the December 10 board meeting, 

Director of Operations Bruce McLean 
explained that Health Canada’s 
guidelines on maximum allowable 
concentrations of heavy metals in 

water systems changed earlier this 
year. The maximum allowable lead 
content in water is now 0.005 mg/L. 
Previously, it was 0.01 mg/L, as set 
in 1992.

The water at all SD8 sites was last 
tested in July and August 2016. McLean 
said data from the 2016 tests was 
reviewed, and any sites with readings 
between the new maximum level of 
0.005 mg/L and the old maximum 
of 0.01 mg/L have been asked to 
flush their water systems daily. Daily 
flushing is happening at five schools: 
Mount Sentinel Secondary, LV Rogers, 
Prince Charles Secondary, Redfish 
Elementary and Rosemont Elementary.

Superintendent Christine Perkins 
reports that bottled water is still being 
supplied at WE Graham School, where 
lead levels were found to be elevated 
during the 2016 testing. Upgrades to 
some fixtures and water supply lines 
at WE Graham were made in August 
2017, but tests in September 2017 
showed higher than acceptable lead 
levels persisting at one fountain and 
one curb stop. Perkins said no further 
direction had been provided by Interior 
Health and no further remedial work 
had been done. “We will wait until the 
current test results are received and 
determine the requirements and/ or 
options at that time,” she said.

submitted
Nakusp RCMP and the BC 

Coroners Service are investigating 
after a man’s body was pulled from 
a motor vehicle found submerged 
in Arrow Lakes. On December 7 at 
approximately 12:43 am, operators 
aboard the Needles ferry observed a 
submerged vehicle off the dock on the 
Needles side.

On December 8 the RCMP 

RCMP investigating sudden death at Needles
Underwater Recovery Team attended, 
assessed the submerged vehicle and saw 
the deceased still inside. A yellow 2004 
Ford F150 extended cab pickup truck 
was recovered from the lake; the body 
was that of a male in his late sixties, 
says Cpl. Jaime Moffat. There were no 
witnesses to the incident and police have 
been unable to determine how long the 
vehicle had been in the lake. 

Although the investigation is 

in its early stages, RCMP do not 
suspect criminality was involved in the 
individual’s death at this time. They 
are seeking any witnesses who may 
have observed a vehicle matching this 
description in the area.

Anyone with information is asked to 
contact the Nakusp RCMP at 250-265-
3677 or anonymously at Crime Stoppers 
24 hours a day at 1-800-222-8477, or 
on-line at www.bccrimestoppers.com.

submitted
The Nakusp Public Library is 

offering a radon detection kit for 
patrons to borrow to measure radon 
levels in their homes or businesses. 
The aim is to increase awareness 
about radon and encourage people to 
test their homes, where people spend 
most of their time.

The kit will be available for a 
three-week loan period. The digital 
monitors are extremely easy to use: 
place the device in a specific area 
of the home, or business, for three 
weeks to determine the radon level. 
The kits come with information 
about the gas, factors that influence 
indoor levels, and strategies to reduce 
exposure. 

Radon gas is radioactive and 
comes from naturally occurring 
uranium in soils and rocks; it is an 
odourless, tasteless, and colourless 
indoor air hazard that can lead to 
serious health issues. There are 
several regions in Canada that have 
higher levels of uranium than others, 
and parts of the Kootenays / Boundary 
region fall into that category. 

A group of SFU researchers have 
been working with Health Canada 
and the BC Lung Association in order 
to raise awareness of the dangers of 
radon exposure. Through a grant, 
this group has made available radon 

Nakusp library will loan radon detection kit
detection kits to all public libraries in 
the Kootenays. 

The digital monitors used in this 
program are intended for short-term 
testing and do not replace the long-
term tests recommended by Health 
Canada. Because the loan period 
needs to be limited, the intent of 
providing these devices is to simply 
allow patrons to get an idea of the 
radon levels in their home. 

Visit www.nakusplibrary.ca for 
more information. To put a hold 
on the kit search for ‘radon’ in the 
catalogue. A cash deposit of $20 is 
required upon checkout. 
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HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS
The Council and Staff of the Village of New Denver 
would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holi-
day season. Please note the following holiday office 
hours: 
December 25 to December 29, 2019 – CLOSED
December 30 & 31, 2019 – Open 9 am to 4 pm
January 1, 2020 – CLOSED
January 2, 2020 – Open 9 am to 4 pm

HOLIDAY GARBAGE COLLECTION
Garbage collection will be unaffected by the holiday 
schedule this year.  Residential garbage collection 
will take place on Tuesday, December 24, 2019 as 
regularly scheduled. Commercial garbage collection 
will take place on Friday, December 27, 2019.

CANCELLATION OF COUNCIL 
MEETING

Please note that the Council of the Village of New 
Denver has cancelled the December 24th Regular 
Meeting. The next Regular Meeting of Council will 
take place on January 14, 2020 at 7:00 pm in Council 
Chambers.

2020 COUNCIL MEETINGS
Council Meetings are held at 7:00 pm in the Village 
of New Denver Council Chambers on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of the month. The schedule for 
2020 is as follows:
 January 14 & 28 July 14 & 28
 February 11 & 25  August 11 & 25
 March 10 & 24  September 8 & 22 
 April 14 & 28  October 13 & 27
 May 12 & 26   November 10 & 24
 June 9 & 23   December 8 & 22

WINTER PLOWING
To ensure public safety, please give plenty of space 
to snow plowing equipment.   Residents are asked 
not to approach the operators while they are work-
ing – please direct any questions regarding snow 
removal to the Village Office instead. 

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Happy Holidays 
from the Village 

of New Denver

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
Closed Dec 20 - Jan 6  
Still available for Snow Plowing and Towing

WE BUY CARS & 
TRUCKS
359-7815  
1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, 
SOUTH SLOCAN

from Walter Popoff,
Director, Area “H,”

RDCK

Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year to one and all,
From Walter Popoff, Director, Area “H,” RDCK

PROGRAM COORDINATOR
New Denver Hospice Society

Have a passion for serving others and connect-
ing with like-minded individuals? The New 
Denver Hospice Society is seeking a Program 
Coordinator to join our team.
In this role you are the liaison between 
volunteers and the client and responsible for 
providing information in a caring empathic 
environment.
Related experience is considered an asset. 
Salary is based on approximately 30 hours/
month.
Please forward your resume to the New 
Denver Hospice Society email admin@
newdenverhospice.ca 
Closing date for this 
opportunity 
is January 10/2020

SOLID PLAN
DRAFTING AND 

DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S1

Thank you Area D for the 
opportunity to serve this 

amazing community.

Wishing everyone a happy, 
healthy, safe and nourishing 

holiday season.

Looking forward to 2020 
with peace in our hearts and 

ambition on our minds.

Aimee Watson
Director Area D, RDCK

by Jan McMurray
• Construction has begun on the 

long-awaited bouldering and climbing 
walls at Nakusp Secondary. The goal 
is to have them completed by the end 
of February. The climbing wall is being 
built in the gym by Madden Timber 

Lora Lee Brekke was elected chair and Melissa Teindl was elected vice chair of the SD10 
Arrow Lakes board of education at the board’s November meeting. Brekke was elected by 

acclamation; Danyea Simon and Teindl were nominated for vice chair and Teindl was elected.

School District 10 Arrow Lakes: Nakusp climbing/bouldering walls taking shape
Construction, with assistance from 
district carpenters. The bouldering 
wall is being built in the current weight 
room just off the main gym by district 
carpenters Jamie Peterson and Riley 
Gerber.

• The Goat Mountain Child Care 

Centre project at Lucerne School is 
progressing. Architect Chris Fairbank 
has been hired, and work has begun 
on the RFP for a general contractor. 
The Goat Mountain School Society, 
which will operate the centre, has a new 
slate of directors after the December 3 
AGM: Nick Graves, Jess Rayner, Nyree 
Caton, Valerie Piercey-Wilson, Michael 
McLellan, Jessica Bernhof, Chelsea 
Lada, Richelle Johnston.

• A district-wide waste audit was 
held December 3, initiated by NSS and 
Lucerne students on the environmental 
education committee. The committee 
includes students, teachers and district 
staff. Eight students from three schools 
– NES, NSS and Lucerne – participated 
in the audit along with some teachers and 
district staff members. In one day, the 
garbage collected from all the schools 
in the district weighed over 89 pounds, 

and two-thirds of it could have been 
recycled or composted. The team has 
come up with nine recommendations, 
and is planning to do another audit in 
the spring. The recommendations are: 
use smaller garbage bags and cans in 
all schools; re-use garbage bags for two 
weeks (currently one week); encourage 
the use of reusable lunch containers; set 
up composting programs at all schools; 
install paper towel recycle bins in all 
washrooms; create lists of recyclable 
items to educate students and staff; put 
paper recycling bins in school hallways 
along with current plastic recycling 
bins; recycle washroom soap dispenser 
containers; rinse recyclable food 
containers so they are not contaminated 
and can be recycled.

Students on the environmental 
education committee have also initiated 
the development of a climate action plan 
for the district.

• Superintendent Terry Taylor 
recently attended a meeting where there 
was discussion about school districts 
piloting electric buses. SD10 is due for 
two or three new buses in 2021 and is 
exploring the possibility of participating 
in the pilot.

• SD10 may host five international 
students next school year, in grades 
8-12. The district is exploring a 
partnership with the SD8 Kootenay 
Lake international ed program, which 
has been around for 20 years and 
has administrative and recruitment 
infrastructure in place. SD10 had 8-10 
international students in 2016-17, but 
hasn’t been able to sustain the program 
since. The district will be looking for 
homestay families in the new year, once 
the partnership has been finalized, as well 
as a homestay coordinator.

• Anita Vibe’s NES grade 6 class will 
be going to Victoriaville, Quebec on an 
Encounters Canada Exchange Program 
in May, and the Victoriaville students will 
come to Nakusp in June.

• A Supercluster technology grant 
will cover the costs of a Hackathon on 
February 13 for grades 6-10 students 
from across the district. The students 
will create a mobile app, along with 
tech industry experts. A session will be 
held the next day for all SD10 teachers, 
focusing on technology applications and 
careers in the tech sector.

• With assistance from the Growing 
Innovation Grant, students and teachers 
at Edgewood Elementary, Nakusp 
Elementary and Lucerne Elementary 
Secondary Schools will connect virtually 
and share short films documenting their 
place.
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Front St. Kaslo • 250-353-2566 • www.figmentscanada.com

Holiday Hours: Closed Dec. 25, 26 & Jan.1

Warm wishes to you and yours 
this holiday season

Bringing you the best in Canadian Crafts since 1986

Season’s 
Greetings!

Closed Dec 22 – Jan 6

SEASON’S 
Greetings

Eric’s Meat 
Market & Deli

Fresh
Turkeys and
Hams

Party Trays
made to order

Kaslo, BC
250-353-2436

by Jan McMurray
• Ahead of the meeting, David 

Cheatley gave a PowerPoint 
presentation about his photography. 
Council has agreed to a brief arts/ 
cultural presentation at one council 
meeting per month, coordinated by the 
North Kootenay Lake Arts & Heritage 
Council.

• Dona Grace-Campbell and 
Lynn van Deursen attended as a 
delegation to speak about Kaslo’s 
Climate Discussion Group. The group 
supports initiatives such as a plastic 
bag ban, adopt a tree program, banning 
pesticides and herbicides, activating 
all electric vehicle charging stations, 
community composting, expanded 
carshare and rideshare, and Kaslo 
signing on to the West Kootenay 
EcoSociety’s 100% Renewable 
program.

Eight letters were received in 
support of the 100% renewable 
initiative, including one from the 
Chamber of Commerce, and two from 
local children.

Council passed the following 
resolution: That the Village of Kaslo 
aims to transition to the use of 100% 
renewable energy in all sectors in the 
community including heating and 
cooling, transportation, electricity 
and waste management by 2050; 
and that the transition planning be 
included in the upcoming Official 
Community Plan review process, 
which will include collaboration with 
other local governments, community 
stakeholders, and experts in the region.

• Council received a report by Stu 
Heard and Marie-Ange Fournier-Beck 
about steel fire rings that have been 
purchased by the Village for placement 
in the park. The report reminds council 
that permission from the Province is 
required to install infrastructure below 
the natural boundary, lists several 
considerations in choosing the sites for 
the fire rings, and suggests nine sites. 
Staff will investigate and report back.

Kaslo council, December 10: Kaslo agrees to aim for 100% renewable energy by 2050
• Council received the new Mumby 

tree report and mapping, and referred 
it to the Parks Trails and Public Art 
Committee. 

Staff  wi l l  report  back on 
implementing recommendations 
from the Mumby tree report, and will 
investigate options for no camping under 
the cottonwood trees south of the picnic 
shelter in the overflow camping area.

The Parks, Trails and Public Art 
Committee recommended that council 
include trees identified in the Mumby 
report as heritage trees in the Heritage 
Registry. Creating a heritage tree registry 
was referred back to the committee.

• The terms of reference for the 
Parks, Trails and Public Art Committee 
were approved. This committee is 
tasked with advising council on 
public art policy, a long-term plan for 
improvements to campground and ball 
diamond area, the Village tree policy 
and how to make it more manageable, 
and the Mumby tree report. The scope 
includes Village parks (Vimy, Kaslo 
Bay, Legacy, Front Street Park), open 
spaces (public boulevards, waterfront 
and trails, Logger Sports grounds), 
and art installations on Village lands. 
Committee appointees are Councillors 
Knoll and Leathwood, David Stewart, 

Steve Fawcett, Marie-Ange Fournier-
Beck, Jo Davies, Stu Heard and Dana 
Gallinger. The maximum number of 
committee members is nine.

• CAO Dunlop reported that 
FortisBC has been in touch to say they 
are not at all sure about ownership 
of the streetlights in Kaslo. They 
had previously told Dunlop that they 
wouldn’t be replacing the lights with 
LED seeing as how the Village owned 
all the streetlights. “What we know is 
that our billing and our mapping count 
contradict each other. We are not at all 
sure what is correct and we are going 
to work with the village to get it right,” 
says the email from FortisBC. They plan 
to start working with the Village on this 
after Christmas. Until then, they are 
working with Creston on a similar issue.

• Council received information on 
renovation plans for the Periwinkle 
Children’s Centre in the Vimy Park 
Pavilion – to expand the covered deck 
and upgrade the cubby room. More 
detailed plans will be presented to 
council when they are ready.

• A letter from a resident asks 
council to reconsider and improve the 
media outlet for posting items for public 

input. This was raised at public time 
at the November 26 council meeting, 
where people objected to the use of the 
Village Facebook page for soliciting 
public input. CAO Dunlop says in his 
report that staff will make improvements 
to the Village website home page, 
including updating the calendar with 
both council and committee meetings. 
He says a budget request may be made 
for a professional redesign of the website 
in 2020. He also reports that the bulletin 
board outside City Hall has been moved 
to a location beside the side doors, with a 
concrete sidewalk in front of it.

• A letter from a couple asking if a 
‘no parking from here to corner’ sign 
could be erected across from the school 
was received. Staff will look into these 
parking concerns and report back. 
Councillor Leathwood excused herself 
for this item, citing a conflict of interest.

• Council approved the Building 
Village Assets and Housing Committee’s 

terms of reference. The committee will 
provide advice and recommendations 
to council on the maintenance, repair, 
management, acquisition and disposition 
of all municipally owned buildings and 
facilities. Committee members will 
include councillors and members of 
the public.

• Correspondence from Anne Malik 
regarding sewer issues was referred to 
staff for consideration in 2020 financial 
and bylaw planning.
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Open Tues to Sat
10 am to 5:30 pm

Closed Dec 22 – Jan 6
Re-open Jan 7, 2020

Ph: 250-226-7186

submitted
W h i l e  t h e  f e d e r a l 

government talks about climate 
change in the throne speech and 
world leaders meet in Madrid 
for the United Nations climate 
change convention, communities 
in the West Kootenays are taking 
action in their backyards.

On December 10, the Village 
of Kaslo became the third West 
Kootenay local government 
in the past month to make the 
commitment to 100% renewable 
energy, the sixth this year and the 
ninth in the region.

“Kaslo is proud to be 
part of the 100% renewable 
energy movement across the 
West Kootenays and beyond. 
We’re looking forward to taking 
the next steps in this transition 
and joining our other local 
government partners and the 
public in working toward this 
goal,” says Mayor Suzan Hewat.

Kaslo joins the Villages 
of New Denver,  Slocan, 
Silverton and Warfield, the 
Cities of Castlegar, Nelson and 
Rossland, the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay and eight 

Kaslo joined the 100% Renewable movement at the December 10 council meeting.

Kaslo joins 100% renewable energy transition 
other local governments across 
Canada in their commitment 
to use renewables in all 
energy use in the community, 
including heating and cooling, 
transportation, electricity and 
waste management. 

“Kaslo has always been a 
forward thinking community,” 
s a y s  C o u n c i l l o r  M o l l y 
Leathwood. “Past history shows 
that we have been ahead of 
our time in addressing global 
issues. We appreciate the 
effort by community members 
championing these types of 
issues. 

“We recently did a walk-
about with the Chamber 
of Commerce, and many 
businesses were already looking 
at alternatives to plastic bag use. 
Issues such as banning the use of 
pesticides have already made it 
to the council table and over the 
years [we] have tried to reduce 
our carbon footprint in municipal 
buildings and equipment.”

“I am proud to be a part of 
Kaslo’s Climate Action Team, a 
group of determined citizens who 
are helping to increase awareness 

about climate change and the need 
to shift towards 100% renewable 
energy in our own backyards. It 
takes a village!” says Lynn van 
Deursen, who helped lead this 
effort on the ground and will 
work to achieve this vision with 
the Village council, the Climate 
Action Team and Kaslo residents.

In the recent federal election, 
more than 60% of Canadian 
voters chose parties promising 
more action on the climate 
crisis. Canada’s new Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change 
Jonathan Wilkinson is in Spain at 
the UN climate conference and 
has the opportunity to show the 
world that Canada is ready to 
transition to a renewable energy 
economy that protects workers 
and communities.

And while Canada just 
pledged to be net zero by 2050, 
the real ambition to embrace a 
renewable energy future is found 
at the local government level. 
Towns and cities that are stepping 
up to prove 100% renewable 
energy use is possible are setting 
the bold precedents that others 
can follow.

submitted
Shrug off the old year 

and start the new one with 
a refreshing wee dip in 
Kootenay Lake. On January 
1 in Kaslo Bay Park, the 
Langham presents the popular 
Polar Plunge. For a dozen 
years, the Plunge has put the 
FUN back in fundraiser and 
become a family-friendly 

Start psyching yourself up for the Polar Plunge, the Langham’s favourite fundraiser.

Take a polar plunge for the Langham 
signature Kaslo event.

Gather as many sponsors 
as you can over the month of 
December. Hint: successful 
plungers often get pledges 
f r o m  f a m i l y,  f r i e n d s , 
businesses and acquaintances 
from outside the area. Then 
at high noon go running and 
screeching into the ice cold 
waters, then turn around and 

come running (faster) and 
screeching (louder) towards 
hot dogs, hot chocolate, hot 
fire, and the warm embrace 
of family and friends.

Pledge sheets available 
at Willow Home Gallery, 
Sunnyside Naturals, and the 
Langham office throughout 
December. www.thelangham.
ca.



December 19, 2019   The Valley Voice  13COMMUNITY

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year

Thank-you to our community for 
your continued support!

We look forward to serving you 
in 2020.

NYE Luau Celebration Tickets 
for sale at the store.

302 6th Ave, New Denver, BC
250-358-7701

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Water rates for all users will 

jump 5% next year, bringing in 
an extra $5,850 for the Village. 
Residential water fees in 2020 will be: 
village residences $483; residences 
outside of the village boundary $966; 
multi-family residences $338; non-
profit multi-family residences $242. 
Pending budget review, the rate 
increase will be 3% in 2021. Lunn 
said “a lot of unforeseen expenses” 
at the water plant this year caused the 
increase. The Village also anticipates 
expenses in 2020 for preliminary 
water source works and expenses 
for a possible rebuild or relocation 
of source water and infrastructure. 
Water rates increased 2.75% from 
2016 through to 2018 and 3% this 
year. Garbage rates will remain the 
same even though tipping fees are 
expected to increase by $840.

• Council gave first and second 
readings to an amendment to the 
2019-2023 Five-Year Financial Plan. 
The amendment will authorize the 
payment of unexpected expenses 
at the water plant, on the Main 
Street waterline project, and on the 
Waterfront Development Phase 1 
Project. 

Two expenses for the water plant, 
$46,885 for repairs in June and an 
extra $55,000 more than budgeted 
for new membranes to be delivered 
late this month, will come from the 
water reserve fund. 

Also included in the amendment 
was $59,000 to come from the Gas 
Tax Reserve to cover the overrun 
for the Main Street waterline 
project. Reasons for near doubling 
of expected waterline expenses 
were dated construction estimates, a 
transfer of work responsibilities from 
Public Works to the contractor, and 
costs for an unanticipated overland 
water system to supply residents 
during waterline repairs. 

On August 22, the Village learned 
that the CBT had approved a grant 
covering 75% of the expenses for 
Slocan’s Waterfront Development 

Slocan council, December 9: Water rates increasing by 5%
Phase 1 Project. The Village then 
had to allocate its 25% share of 
funds for the project. The Village’s 
share of the $100,000 2019 expenses 
will be funded from income earned 
over what was originally budgeted 
in 2019. (Though no changes have 
been made at the waterfront, the 
contractors have been buying 
supplies, so there will be expenses 
to pay before the end of this year.) 
The Village’s $90,500 portion of 
the $302,000 2020 expenses will be 
funded by the Gas Tax Reserve. 

Before giving third reading to 
the amendment, Council plans to 
speak with Chief Financial Officer 
Colin McClure. The Village will 
post notice of its intention to amend 
the Financial Plan Bylaw. Copies of 
the amendment will be available for 
public inspection and comment. 

• Council was not enthusiastic 
about the Slocan Saturday Market 
Committee request for extensive 
upgrades to the concession stand at 
Expo Park. Upgrades to the electrical 
service, the water system, and to 
the building would be too costly. 
Councillor Ezra Buller pointed 
out the building was used only on 
summer Saturdays. Pelletier said 
rather than renovate the stand it 
would be more worthwhile to build 
a new building or bring in a food 
truck. Mayor Lunn spoke about the 
commercial kitchen for public use in 
Winlaw. During public participation, 
Denise Dufault suggested food 
preparation could be done at the 
WE Graham school kitchen or in the 
soon-to-be-completed commercial 
kitchen in the Legion. In the end, 
council directed staff to contact 
the Saturday Market Committee 
to ask what its priorities are and to 
request quotes and information on 
which concession stand upgrades 
could be attainable in the short-term 
to make the space more useable. 
The committee will be told that 
council does not intend to install a 
commercial kitchen in the stand at 
this time. 

• The RDCK is creating a 
Community Heritage Register to 
acknowledge “places of cultural 
heritage significance that matter to 
the community.” Council directed 
staff to consult with the Slocan 
Valley Heritage Society on what 
heritage buildings within the Village 
of Slocan should be nominated for 
the register. Council thought the list 
could start with the Slocan Legion 
Hall, Wellness Centre, Japanese 
Internment Cemetery, Swan House, 
and Slocan Village Market. During 
public participation, Denise Dufault 
suggested the Patterson House could 
also be nominated.

• Councillor Van Bynen reported 
that the storage room in the Wellness 
Centre will soon be cleaned out 
so that medical equipment for 
community use can be stored there.

• Council gave three readings 
to the Village of Slocan Inter-
Community Business Licence 
Bylaw and directed staff to post 
notice of intention to adopt the 
bylaw. The inter-community licence 
allows a mobile business to operate 
in participating communities in 
the Kootenays without having to 
apply for a business licence in each 
community outside of the business’s 
home base. Businesses have to have 
one business licence in their home 
community and then can choose 
to also have an inter-community 
licence. CAO Gordon said it was a 
“really exciting” pilot program,

•  Chr is  Johnson,  RDCK 
Emergency Program Manager, gave 
a presentation to council on the 
Regional Emergency Program. 
New modernized regulations 
are being legislated. In the past, 

emergency programs focused on 
preparedness and response; now 
recovery, mitigation and prevention 
will also be emphasized. Johnson 
said mitigation and prevention are 
probably the most important aspects 
of emergency management. “Every 
dollar you spend saves six dollars.” 
He said Slocan could join the RDCK 
regional emergency program at a cost 
of about $3,000 annually. As for the 
most likely causes of emergencies in 
the future, Johnson said, “I bet you 
dollars to doughnuts, it’s gonna be 
wildfires and floods.”

• Mayor Lunn was appointed 

to the Winlaw Regional & Nature 
Park Commission. Mike Koolen was 
reappointed to the RDCK Rosebery 
Parklands & Trails Commission as 
the Slocan representative for the 
2020-2022 term.

• Council will continue to meet 
on the second Monday of each month 
except where there is a holiday. In 
2020, meetings will be on Tuesday 
after Easter and Thanksgiving. 
CAO Gordon emphasized a change 
in procedure: the deadline for 
submitting information and requests 
for each council meeting will now be 
a full week before the meeting.
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to 
         our Customers & Community!
Thank you for your business.

Holiday Hours:  Dec.  24 8 am - 2 pm • Dec. 25 & 26 Closed
       Dec. 27-30 8 am - 5 pm • Dec. 31 8 am - 2 pm • Closed Jan 1 • Jan. 2 8 am - 5 pm
250-265-4155 • See kaltire.com for our NEW WINTER HOURS!

Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year
from 

Crescent Bay Construction

Holiday Hours:
Dec 24 closed at noon

Dec 25 & 26 closed
Dec 31 closed at noon

Jan 1 closed
Nakusp • Ph. 250 265-3747• Email cresbay@telus.net

by Jan McMurray and Art Joyce
A barrier-free community 

acupuncture clinic is starting up 
in Kaslo in January. Every Friday 
starting January 10, acupuncture 
treatments will be offered by 
donation (suggested $20-$40) at 
the Kaslo Seniors’ Hall from 1 to 
4 pm. Everyone is welcome, and 
no one will be turned away for 
lack of funds.

The idea for the clinic came 

Kaslo Community Acupuncture Society offers community clinic
from two local acupuncturists, 
Leni Neumeier and Elise Arnaudin. 
“Elise and I felt very strongly that 
we needed this in Kaslo, so we 
formed the Kaslo Community 
Acupuncture Society,” Neumeier 
said. “Elise and I will give the 
acupuncture treatments at the 
clinic, but we have an excellent 
board of directors behind us, too, 
with people who have worked in 
public health care.”

Neumeier has also scheduled 
public presentations to explain the 
benefits of acupuncture and inform 

people about the community 
clinic. There will be a talk given at 
the Seniors’ Hall on December 20 

and at the Youth Centre in January. 
“The reason I came up with 

this idea is because people would 
say, ‘I would love to come but 
don’t have the finances,’” says 
Neumeier. “Here in the Kootenays 
it’s very real that people can’t 
access private health care because 
of finances. The society is raising 
money now so those who can’t 
donate can still be treated.”

Acupuncture is helpful in 
treating many illnesses, Neumeier 
says, but is especially valuable for 
addiction, mental health issues and 
pain management. It is also good 
for chemo and radiation support 
and pregnancy support, she adds, 
“but the three big ones where 
we see acupuncture being really 
very helpful are addiction, mental 
health and pain.” 

Neume ie r  s ays  r egu l a r 
acupuncture treatments are very 
beneficial. “The body begins to 
understand that it can heal,” she 
says. “This is one of the strengths 
of the community approach – 
people can afford to come every 
week.”

Treatment takes 30-60 minutes 
and there are ten seats available, 
so Neumeier and Arnaudin can 
treat quite a few people during a 
three-hour session. Patients first 
complete an intake form and have 
a brief chat with the acupuncturist 
before sitting in a recliner chair 
for the treatment. It takes about 
10 minutes to insert the needles. 
Patients are asked to wear loose 
clothing so pant legs and sleeves 
can be rolled up. Acupuncture 
points targeted include ears, head, 
hands and lower arms to elbow as 
well as from the feet to the knees.

Neumeier also says healing is 
enhanced in a community setting. 
“When you start healing together, 
you start plugging into another 
healing modality that’s in the 
room. The community approach is 
amazing and very helpful.”

She adds that intergenerational 
connection has also been shown to 
enhance healing. “We really want 
to have a mix of ages – it’s been 
shown to have positive effects 
when there’s interaction between 
younger people and older people.”

Lenis  is  advocat ing for 
integrating acupuncture into the 
public health care system. “My 
vision is that acupuncture becomes 
a public health service covered 
by the medical services plan, but 
we’re not there yet. I hope we can 
prove how important it is, for rural 
communities especially.”

The board of directors of the Kaslo Community Acupuncture Society: Leni Neumeier, Kate O’Keefe, 
Anna Kallstrom, Elise Arnaudin, John Kingswell. Missing: Dr. Nancy Gibson and Danielle Newson, RN.
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by Jan McMurray
The majori ty  of  the 

students who participated in 
Student Vote Day at Lucerne 
Elementary Secondary and 
Nakusp Secondary Schools 

Tara Howse, Green Party candidate in the South Okanagan-West Kootenay riding in the recent federal election, visited 
Lucerne School on December 12 to thank the students for voting for her in the mock election at the school.

Tara Howse thanks Lucerne students for voting Green in mock election
during the October federal 
election voted for Green Party 
candidate Tara Howse. Howse 
recently visited the schools to 
thank them for their votes and 
to answer questions.

At Lucerne School on 
December 12, students asked 
a whole host of questions – 
about climate change, health 
care, addiction, backcountry 
recreation, logging, gun laws, 

the First Nations water crisis and 
fish farms. 

“I was surprised at how 
engaged the students were, 
and I was blown away by their 
questions. I love the idea of 
lowering the voting age,” she 
said.

Students also had a chance 
to ask ‘rapid fire’ questions and 
find out about Howse’s favourite 
hobby (biking), favourite colour 
(green), favourite sandwich 
(Reuben), favourite season 
(fall), favourite book (George 
Orwell’s 1984), her pet peeve 
(littering), and her dog’s name 
(Shasta).

Howse garnered 19 votes 
(45%) at Lucerne’s student 
election, followed by Richard 
Cannings (NDP) with 13 votes, 
Sean Taylor (People’s Party of 
Canada) with four votes, Helena 
Konanz (Conservative) with 
four votes, and Connie Denesiuk 
(Liberal) with two votes.

At Nakusp Secondary, 

Howse received 32 votes (35%), 
followed by Richard Cannings 
(NDP) with 22 votes, Helena 
Konanz (Conservative) with 
14 votes, Connie Denesiuk 
(Liberal) with 13 votes, Sean 
Taylor (PPC) with eight votes, 
and Carolina-Marie Hopkins 
(independent) with three votes.

Student Vote is made 

possible by Elections Canada 
and provides students with an 
authentic election experience. 
Schools that register for the 
program receive educational 
materials and election supplies. 
Students set up and work the 
polling station, and cast their 
ballots for the candidates 
running in the local riding.

submitted
The donations came in 

from all directions – in the 
mail, online and in person. The 
Slocan Valley Community 
Legacy Society is very 
pleased with the results of its 
Giving Tuesday campaign – 
fundraising of over $7,000, 

Gary and DJ Wright performed at the Apple Tree in New Denver on December 3 as 
part of the Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society’s Giving Tuesday campaign.

Good news from Giving Tuesday
20+ people signing up as 
members, and two new 
monthly donors.

“Thanks  to  a l l  our 
generous donors for once 
again supporting the Slocan 
Valley Legacy Fund and your 
community during our Giving 
Tuesday 2019 campaign,” 

said Val Mayes of the society. 
“If you haven’t yet made a 
donation, that’s okay! We will 
accept gifts and count them 
towards the Giving Tuesday 
total throughout December. 
Every gift helps us to make 
a difference to groups and 
projects in the Slocan Valley. 
Visit the ‘Donate’ page on our 
website,” says Val Mayes of 
the society.

The Apple Tree in New 
Denver, Sleep is for Sissies 
in Winlaw and the Everbean 
Café in Crescent Valley hosted 
‘Coffee and Conversation’ 
events on December 3 with 
musicians the Wrights, Fiddle 
Dee Dee, and Charles Curtis.

Donations to the Legacy 
Fund are invested in an 
endowment fund, and the 
interest earned is used for 
grants. The 2020 granting 
cycle gets underway in 
early January. Application 
forms and guidelines will 
be available on the website 

right after the holidays, 
with a deadline in March 
and cheques presented at the 
society’s AGM in May. 

“It’s not too early to start 
thinking about your idea for 
a project,” said Mayes. “You 
can help those Giving Tuesday 
gifts keep on giving.”

For more information 
and list of previous grant 
rec ipients ,  v is i t  www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com .
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Season’s Greetings from the NACFOR 
Board of Directors and Management Team

On behalf of the Staff and Board of Directors at 
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services 
we would like to wish you all a very Merry and 

safe Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!
Holiday Schedule:
Main Office will be open regular hours on Tues. Dec. 24
 Closed Wed. Dec. 25 and Thurs. Dec. 26
Re-opening with regular hours Fri. Dec. 27
Work BC Office will be open regular hours on Tues. Dec. 24
 Closed Dec. 25 & 26
Re-opening with regular hours (8:30 - 4:30) Fri. Dec. 27
Christmas Hampers will be distributed from the Nakusp 
Arena on Fri. Dec. 20 between 10 am and 12 noon. 
Christmas Hampers will be delivered to the Burton, 
Fauquier and Edgewood areas on Fri. Dec. 20.

Slocan’s Light Up celebration took place December 1 at the Wellness Centre.
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The Senior Singers was one of the many musical acts at the 33rd annual Community Christmas Carol Sing hosted by the Nakusp Rotary Club at 
the Nakusp Secondary School gym. The event was started by Rotarians Dennis and Lenora Morehouse 33 years ago as a way of thanking the 

community for supporting Rotary. Dennis and Lenora have both passed on and are greatly missed by the Rotary Club and the community.
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Season’s Greetings and Warm 
Holiday Wishes

from Matt, Fred & Pearl

Fir wood pellets
$385/tonne

Stove Pipe, Stoves 
& AccessoriesFence Posts 

& Fencing
Animal feed for 

chickens, horses, 
pigs, sheep, 

llama, dogs, cats 
& more

Bird Seed 
& Feeders

Start your Christmas shopping 
here – toys, tools, cooking 
appliances & more at your 

friendly local hardware store

Snow shovels, safety salt, sleds for 
kids and hauling fire wood

KLH Light Up 
campaign for 
cardiac ultrasound
submitted

Donations to this year’s 
Light Up the Hospital campaign 
will allow the Kootenay Lake 
Hospital Foundation to purchase 
a machine to perform cardiac 
ultrasounds.

A cardiac ultrasound, or 
echocardiogram, is a painless 
test which uses sound waves to 
provide detailed images of the 
valves, muscles and chambers 
of the heart to aid in diagnosis, 
treatment and follow-up in 
patients with suspected or known 
heart disease.

Echocardiograms are 
one of the most widely used 
diagnostic tests in cardiology, 
and are essential to early 
diagnosis of cardiac issues. 
Currently, approximately 95 
echocardiograms are performed 
every month at KLH, and the 
wait list for this test is up to four 
months. The addition of another 
machine will allow medical staff 
to perform more than twice the 
number of echocardiograms, 
reducing the wait time for this 
essential test.

Any funds raised in excess 
of the goal will be directed to the 
purchase of other priority medical 
equipment for Kootenay Lake 
Hospital.

submitted
The importance of continuing 

to strengthen Indigenization 
and decolonization efforts at 
Selkirk College has been laid 
out in a new document that 
will help the regional post-
secondary institution work 
towards strengthening relevant 
programming and services for 
students, staff and the greater 
community.

In the last week of October, 
Selkirk College held a launch 
event at the Castlegar Campus 
that brought together those who 
helped create the plan: Elders, 
First Nation and Métis partner 
governments, students, scholars, 
and community leaders whose 
support will be key to a successful 

Selkirk College launches new Indigenization plan 
and remarkable future. The focus 
of the speeches, drumming, 
singing, inter-tribal dance, live art 
and music, and speaker’s panel 
was the 12-page Indigenization 
Plan 2019-2024. 

“This living document 
brings together the vision of 
how Selkirk College can improve 
participation and success in 
post-secondary education for 
Indigenous students, continue the 
work of decolonizing the college, 
and attract more Indigenous 
faculty and staff to the college,” 
says Selkirk College President 
Angus Graeme.  

The plan is the result of 
several years of consultation, 
relationship building, and 
research into best practices on 

decolonizing and indigeneity 
in post-secondary education. 
It focuses on five main areas: 
governance and policy; curricula 
and programs; supports and 
services for students; employee 
development and tools; and 
facilities and infrastructure. 

With learners at core, the 
plan provides a framework 
for action and desired results. 
The details of the plan are 
comprehensive with examples 
of measures that include further 
research on governance models 
and strategies, expansion of 
the Elders Program, exploring 
development of land-based 
learning in a variety of disciplines, 
professional development for 
staff, and Indigenous language 

being reflected in signage and 
campuses.

Guiding documents like 
the Truth & Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada Calls 
to Action, the United Nations 
Declaration of Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, the recent 
decision by the Provincial 
Government to pass the BC 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples Act (Bill 
41), and several already existing 
memoranda of understanding 
signed between Selkirk College 
and Nation governments in the 
region are reflected in the overall 
scope of the plan. “I am proud 
to be part of a college that is 
taking the steps to integrate 
Indigenous history and teachings 

The launch event for the Selkirk College Indigenization Plan 2019-2024 included traditional dancing and drumming presented by young people from across the region.

into its curriculum,” says Sophia 
Wuttnee, a student in the Human 
Services Diploma Program. 
“It was an honour to watch the 
unveiling of Selkirk College’s 

Indigenization plan, brimming 
with true care and respect for all.”

The entire Indigenization 
Plan 2019-2024 is available at 
selkirk.ca.
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Season’s Greetings
from the staff at

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Closed Christmas 
and New Year’s Day

Open 9 – 5 
Christmas Eve, 
Boxing Day & 

New Year’s Eve

250-226-7255 • Hwy 6, Winlaw

COMMUNITY

SALES ON ALL GIFT ITEMS & 
SELECT FOOD ITEMS

Body care products, jewellery
DEC 23 & 24

Open Dec 24 9:30 am - 4 pm
Closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day 

and New Year’s Day
HAPPY HOLIDAYS & BLESSINGS IN THE NEW YEAR!

Broadway St., Nakusp • 250-2650-3188

Ruby Restrick of Winlaw had luck on her side at New Denver Merchants’ Night December 
5. She won both the Merchants’ Night basket and the New Market Foods gift certificate and 

poinsettia. Pictured here is Ruby’s mom Jessica Coonen with the basket.

Entrants in the Ugly Sweater Contest at Nakusp’s Celebration of Light, December 6.

New Denver Princess Stephanie Smith with Santa Claus at New Denver Merchants’ Night, December 5.
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by Kathy Hartman
Eight years ago, Jennifer Cross 

arrived in Nakusp from Costa Rica 
to begin a new life. She arrived 
with her enthusiasm, a Professional 
Chocolatier Certificate and her Zobel 
family support. Originally from 
Toronto, she spent her summers at 
her grandmother’s in Burton and 
when it was time to settle down, 
it was Nakusp she chose. Anyone 
who has walked into her pink and 
purple building on 4th Avenue 
and experienced any of Jennifer’s 
chocolates knows Nakusp is one 
of the luckiest little towns in BC. 
Jennifer’s business has done so well 
that she has had to downsize this year 
in order to maintain her quality of life 
and her products. She has closed out 
the online store and now, aside from 
her retail space, sells only to the 
Nakusp Hot Springs. 

How has a master chocolatier 
survived and thrived in a small 
Kootenay mountain town for over 
seven years? Jennifer and I sat down 
over some delicious ‘naked turtles’ 
to tease out what variables may 
have led to her success. As many a 
small businessperson knows, having 
a quality product and wonderful 
service does not always guarantee 
success. One need go no further than 
inside Jennifer’s Chocolate Shop 
or read the reviews on her website 
to know that her product and her 
customer service is superb. Jennifer 
attributes much of her success to 
great community support, solid 
backing from her family and her 
personal philosophy. 

Jennifer talked about her first 
year working a variety of part-time 
jobs around Nakusp while trying to 
start her home-based business. She 
sold Valentine’s Day chocolates 
out of her mom’s foyer. “I did not 
love selling,” she said, but on days 
off she visited shops in Nakusp 
handing out chocolate samples 
“flashing my fancy box.” Jennifer 
carried that sample box everywhere 
and received her first sale while 
waitressing the Kuskanax Lodge 
lunch shift. Her first big break came 
from the community when Hoss 
and Jill offered her a spot in their 
shop for Easter 2012 and she pulled 
in $700. That July, she was able to 
move into the shop on 4th Avenue. 
Jennifer virtually lived in the back of 
the shop for the first three years, with 
display cases from the old general 
store, a used computer and a $100 
bag of quality chocolate. She opened 
in October 2012 and has been there 
ever since. 

I asked Jennifer what she would 
recommend to other businesspeople 
starting out. “I’m not sure I could have 

Jennifer Cross of Jennifer Chocolates in Nakusp making ‘naked turtles.’

Jennifer Cross of Jennifer Chocolates, what is your secret?
succeeded without the Community 
Futures program,” she said. She had 
nothing but praise for the program 
and the people. She talked about not 
just the monetary support and help 
with her business plan but also the 
emotional support they offered. Even 
after the program was over she was 
able to receive advice on accounting 
and payroll when she hired her first 
staff people. 

Jennifer also stressed that 
keeping the business in line with 

her modest means was one of her 
keys to her success. In her first year, 
she would not allow herself to buy 
another $100 bag of chocolate until 
she sold $100 worth of finished 
chocolates. “If you are going to 
start a business, make the money 
first,” she emphasized. “Don’t go 
into debt.”

She is often asked by tourists if 
she knows how much money she 
could make in a place like Victoria. 
“Before I answer them, I ask them 

to read ‘The Fisherman and the 
Businessman’ story on my wall by 
the door,” she says. It’s the story 
of a businessman trying to talk a 
fisherman into working 20 years to 
achieve what the fisherman already 
has. As Jennifer says, “I didn’t come 
here for a hard life. I came here for 
a good life.”

Nakusp is the luckier for it. 
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Merry Christmas and 
Happy Holiday Season!

Wishing you all the 
best in the New Year

Holiday Hours:
December 23 - 9-6
December 24 - 9-4
December 25/26 - closed
December 27/28 - 9-6
December 31 - 9-5
January 1 - closed 
January 2 - 10-5

Charlie’s 
Needful Things

Closed Christmas Eve, 
Christmas & Boxing Day
• Open New Year’s Day •

Otherwise Regular Hours

Season’s Greetings to all
Thank you for your support!

250-777-3789
Downtown New Denver

The Valhalla Community Choir’s Winter Concert was held on December 13 at the Silverton Memorial Hall.
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Oriah Leeson of Nakusp played her ukulele and sang at the Rotary Christmas Carol Sing. Oriah 
has made it to the second round of ‘Okanagan’s got Talent.’

On Tuesday, December 3, members of the Arrow Lakes Health Care Auxiliary presented a cheque to staff at Halcyon House in the amount of 
$25,000 to purchase new furniture.
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We Wish all our 
Customers a Healthy 

& Happy Holiday!
Open Sunday Dec 22, 10-3

Monday Dec 23, 9-5:30
Christmas Eve 9-5 

Closed 25 & 26 
Friday Dec 27 10-4

Saturday Dec 28 9-5

Nakusp Pharmachoice pharmacy manager Mike Bonertz presents Bob Ruttenberg from the Arrow Lakes 
Hospital Foundation with a $1,000 cheque. This year’s ‘Light Up the Hospital Lights’ campaign goal is to 

raise $25,000 to go towards equipment for the new emergency room. Donations can be made at the Arrow 
Lakes Hospital, KSCU or the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation, PO Box 284, Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0.

The Arrow Lakes Community Choir at the Nakusp Community Christmas Gala on December 15, sponsored by the Arrow Lakes District Arts 
Council Society. Local vocal artists and musicians, and visual artisans brought Christmas cheer to a full Bonnington Arts Centre.

Holly Hughes was a hit at the Rotary Christmas Carol Sing on December 4.
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HOLIDAY HOURS:
DEC. 22 closed at noon

Closed Dec. 22 /19 – Jan. 2/20    
Open Regular Hours  Jan. 3

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

MISSED THE PALS CREATIVE HANDS CRAFT 
FAIR? DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR 
PALS MEMBERSHIP. YOUR DOLLARS GO 
DIRECTLY TO SUPPORT PALS PROGRAMS 
FOR PETS.

DO YOU KNOW THIS CAT?
PALS is desperately seeking information 
about this FOUND KITTY. Scared and 
alone, this lovely boy needs a special foster 
home to help him feel loved again. Contact 
PALS at 250-265-3792 if you can help.

Wishing you and your 
family a warm and festive 

holiday season!
RHC Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Holiday Hours:
December 24 – 8:30 to 3 pm

 December 25, 26 – closed
December 27, 30 

– open 8:30 am to 5 pm
December 31 – 8:30 to 3 pm

by Moe Lyons
• Stephan Martineau from the 

Slocan Integral Forestry Co-op 
(SIFCo) appeared before council to 
provide background information on 
an initiative they will be undertaking 
in the near future – a new approach 
to viewing fire mitigation and 
prediction as a major factor in 
reducing carbon emissions. They will 
be asking Silverton to sponsor funding 
applications for the project.

Martineau said the project 
will have an even greater effect on 
carbon sequestration than the current 
regime of planting trees, because 
preventing wildfires will mean there 
will be considerably less carbon in 
the atmosphere. He pointed out that in 
2017, BC released 65 million tons of 
carbon into the atmosphere, but in the 
big fire year of 2018, 107 million tons 
were released. SIFCo intends to prove 
that landscape-level fire mitigation 
plans reduce potential carbon output. 
Martineau says this is very complex 
science, and that SIFCo’s work is 
leading edge in this field. They will 
be working with computer modelling, 
taking climate change and wildfire 
behaviour into consideration. He says 
this is effectively “creating a Word 

Silverton council, December 11: 
SIFCo announces innovative wildfire project 

document suite where people can input 
their own data and predict what will 
happen where they are.” He says this 
work has not yet been done anywhere.

• Rev. George Meier and Eleanor 
Spangler led a delegation regarding 
the taxation status and sale of the 
former Zion United Church building. 
The building now houses the Lift co-
work space and is being purchased 
in the spring by a young couple from 
Tsawwassen, who will be transforming 
it into a second home. Council has 
stated its intention to change the 
building’s tax exemption status 
because they view it as no longer 
being used as a place of worship, but 
the delegation contends that its current 
non-profit use is in fact worship, a 
form of social justice ministry. Meier 
asked that the tax status stay as is until 
the sale closes in the spring. He said 
the funds from the sale of the church 
will go towards funding other activities 
of benefit to the community. 

To facilitate the sale of the building, 
the property must be rezoned. Council 
gave staff the go-ahead to begin the 
rezoning process.

• The Slocan Lakes Art Council’s 
request that the Silverton Gallery’s 
name be changed to the Slocan Lake 
Arts Centre was approved. In the arts 
council’s letter to council, they say 
they are “turning a new leaf on many 
levels” and would like the name of 
the building to better reflect what it 
offers – not just a gallery but also 
performance, workshop and rental 
spaces. Council pointed out there is no 
municipal funding for new signage, so 
it will be up to the arts council to create 
signage in accordance with the Village 
signage bylaw.

• Council received an update from 
the Splatsin Development Corporation 
regarding the current logging 
operations in the Silverton watershed. 
Harvesting is 40-50% complete. 
Contractors have had difficulty getting 
logs to the mills, as the market is 
sluggish. Pulp mills are not accepting 
pulp wood until January 8.

• Canada Post sent a notification 
that mailing addresses will be changed 
in August 2020 from box numbers to 
street addresses, with the postal code 
V0G 1S0. A notice will be sent out 
well in advance of the change. While 
the mailing addresses will change, 
mail will still be delivered to the 
community boxes.

• CAO Hillary Elliott reported 
there have been 29 responses to the 
OCP survey to date. The deadline for 
returning surveys is December 20.

• The Inter-Community Business 
Licence Bylaw was passed. ICBLs 
allow mobile businesses (e.g. 
contractors, caterers and other service 
providers) to operate across the 
participating government jurisdictions, 
without having to apply for multiple 
business licences. This is a Kootenay-
wide initiative.

• Council approved the RDCK’s 
application for $150,000 for a 
Regional Housing Needs Assessment. 
The funding will be managed by the 
RDCK. There will be no cost to the 
Village.

• Appointments for 2020 were 
made as follows. RDCK Director: Leah 
Main, Jason Clarke (alternate); Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce: 
Arlene Yofonoff, Kerry Gordon (alt.);  
Municipal Emergency Management: 
Kerry Gordon, Tanya Gordon (alt.); 
WKB Regional Hospital Board: Leah 
Main, Jason Clarke (alt.); SV Economic 
Development Commission: Leah 
Main, Barbara Fuhrer (community 
member); Rec Commission #6: 
Arlene Yofonoff, T. Gordon (alt.). 
Community members: Eve Shandro, 
Monique Wood; Rosebery Parklands 
and Trails Commission: Leah Main, 
Hank Hastings (community member); 
Winlaw Regional and Nature Park 
Commission: Leah Main; Slocan 
District CoC Health Committee: Leah 
Main; Ktunaxa Kinbasket Treaty 
Advisory Committee: Tanya Gordon, 
Leah Main (alt.); Slocan Lakes Art 
Council Liaison: Jason Clarke, Arlene 
Yofonoff (alt.).

• It was noted that starting 
on January 8, all regular council 
meetings will take place on the second 
Wednesday of the month, except for 
November’s meeting, which will 
take place on Tuesday, November 10 
because of Remembrance Day.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
It’s that time of year again where we need your help to ensure 
that everyone gets essential snow removal. Please ensure that 
your vehicles are not parked on any street, alley, or boulevard 
between the hours of 5:00 am and 3:00 pm during the period 
of November 15th to April 1st each year.

Unlicensed vehicles parked on streets, boulevards, and alleys 
are illegally parked and will be towed. Any vehicle parked 
during the hours and time period provided above may be towed 
in accordance with Section 21(b) of the Traffic, Streets, and 
Sidewalk Control Bylaw, Bylaw No. 496.

In addition, please do not place the snow from your private 
property onto the street. This increases the cost to the Village 
to remove the additional snow. Anyone caught placing their 
snow in the street may be subject to a fine as per Section 21(c).

Thank you for your co-operation!

by Kathy Hartman
• The Animal Control Bylaw was 

amended to add dog licensing. Once the 
bylaw is adopted, all dog owners who 
reside in Nakusp for more than 30 days 
will be required to purchase a license for 
any dog older than six months. This will 
allow the Village to track dangerous dogs 
and return wandering dogs to their owners. 
Currently, around 25% of dogs are licensed 
in Nakusp. The fine for unlicensed dogs 
will be $100.

 • The Village of Nakusp will apply 
for grant funding from the Poverty 
Reduction Planning & Action Program 
on behalf of the Old Fire Hall Collective 
to create a food security plan for the Arrow 
Lakes Valley. The collective has several 
programs that address food security: the 
soup kitchen, community garden, Kids 
Can Cook program, Healthy Eating 
for Seniors program, Root and Branch 
Harvest gleaning program, seed saving and 
food preservation education workshops, 
and the Fifty-mile farmers market. The 
collective plans to engage individuals and 
organizations to develop a comprehensive 
food security plan.

• Council approved a recommendation 
by staff that the Village enter into the 
Bylaw Notice System for minor bylaw 
infractions within the Village of Nakusp. 
This system replaces the provincial court 
as the venue for resolving disputes of 
some minor municipal bylaw breaches, 
such as animal control, violation of water 
restrictions, refusing to obtain a business 
license, dumping household garbage in 
public bins, etc. It will not replace the 
Municipal Ticketing Information bylaw, 
which can be used for more serious 
infractions. Under the Bylaw Notice 
System, the Village will work with the 
BC Ministry of the Attorney General to 
appoint an adjudicator and establish a 
dispute adjudication system. 

• Mayor Zeleznik reported that the 
December 6 ‘Celebration of Lites’ was a 
huge success. Many businesses reported to 
the Society for Nakusp Community Events 
(SNCE) that their shops were busy. Now 
that the Village owns Broadway, the SNCE 
is looking at possible future events such 
as Nakusp Oktoberfest, Nakusp Mardi 
Gras and Nakusp Cinco De Mayo. The 
SNCE is a voluntary organization and 
would really appreciate any help with these 

Nakusp council, December 9: Nakusp to bring in required dog licensing
annual events. 

 • The Kicking Horse Canyon highway 
project could result in the Trans-Canada 
Highway east of Golden being closed 
and rerouted for weeks at a time through 
Highways 93 and 95 from spring 2020 to 
winter 2024. The Ministry of Transport is 
consulting with affected communities, but 
Nakusp has not yet been contacted. Mayor 
Zeleznik has discussed this with MLA 
Conroy to let her know that the Shelter 
Bay and Needles ferries need to operate 24 
hours a day during these closures.

• Mayor Tom Zeleznik reported on a 
meeting he attended with MLA Katrine 
Conroy in New Denver with Councillors 
Miller and DeSandoli, along with the New 
Denver mayor and councillors. Minister 
of Environment George Heyman was 
scheduled to attend but was absent due to 
plane delays. Zeleznik asked Conroy to 
relay his questions concerning caribou to 
Heyman. He wanted to know why there 
is a 25% increase in core habitat and a 
57% increase in the matrix habitat while 
the Central Selkirk herd has declined to 
24 caribou. He’d like to know what this 
means for our communities’ recreation, 
and forestry. The mayor also asked what 
had happened to the provincial government 
consultation process that was promised 
to Nakusp and area. He is awaiting a 
response.

Mayor Zeleznik also asked MLA 
Conroy to arrange a meeting with the 
Ministry of Transportation district manager 
to discuss damage caused by the change 
in water flow since the new highway was 

upgraded.
• The BC Community Forest 

Association Conference and AGM is 
coming to Nakusp in May 2020. There are 
25 community forests in BC and Nakusp 

can expect at least 100 guests that week.
• Councillor DeSandoli reported 

that the Nakusp Library now has a radon 
detector available for borrowing by the 
public. She met with the Better at Home 

coordinator and Seniors’ Association 
president, and brought forward a concern 
about poor lighting on 2nd Street.

• Councillor Miller was appointed to 
Recreation Commission #4.
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Warren, Gale, 
Lyle, Inga, 
Kevin, Ann 
and Barb

From Kim, Logan, Mark, 
Norm, Paul, Anthony 

& Taylor

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

WETLAND WONDERS
Among the most productive habitats in 
the world, wetlands have greater species 
diversity and nutrient cycling than many 
other ecosystems, including rainforests 
and coral reefs. They store carbon, 
regulate the hydrologic cycle, improve 
water quality, provide habitat for many 
species at risk, and grow great quantities 
of plant biomass as food for animal 
species from mollusks to moose.  

slocanlakess.com

by Jan McMurray
• The Kootenay Timber Supply 

Areas Coalition had its first meeting 
on November 26 at St. Eugene Resort 
near Cranbrook. RDCK Directory 
Garry Jackman attended and provided 
a report to the board. The session 
was set up by Canfor at the request 

RDCK board, December 12: Kootenay Timber Supply Areas Coalition report
of the premier. A Ministry of Forests 
representative outlined the premier’s 
vision for the coalition: to optimize 
timber supply and provide stable jobs 
and economic benefits to communities 
while maintaining competitiveness, 
addressing reconciliation with 
indigenous peoples and moving to a 
sustainable management framework. 
Participation must include forest 
industry, indigenous communities, 
local government, labour/ unions 
and other key stakeholders including 
the general public. The Kootenay 
Coalition is made up of three timber 

supply areas: Invermere, Cranbrook 
and Kootenay Lake. Jackman asked 
why other timber supply areas such 
as Arrow Lakes are not included 
in this coalition, and was told the 
coalitions will be self defining and 
there will be no limit to the size they 
can be. Jackson said questions about 
the size of the territory dominated the 
question period. A committee was 
struck to propose a terms of reference, 
communications plan and a date for 
the next meeting of the entire group.

The RDCK board appointed Chair 
Aimee Watson, Director Jackman 

and Director Ramona Faust to the 
coalition. 

• The board will send a letter to 
Minister of Environment George 
Heyman, requesting a meeting in 
early 2020, to discuss the issues 
regarding inclusion of the Industrial, 
Commercial and Institutional sector 
in the Recycle BC program.

•  The  boa rd  approved  a 
contribution of $10,000 to the Central 
Kootenay Invasive Species Society to 
develop an invasive species strategy 
for RDCK properties, such as landfills 
and transfer stations, fire halls, 
water treatment plants, recreation 
complexes, offices and parks. The 
$10,000 will come from the General 
Administration budget.

• Staff will work with BGC 

Engineering to prepare an application 
to the Community Emergency 
Preparedness Fund for $150,000 to 
develop an RDCK Risk Tolerance 
Policy.

• The board agreed to extend the 
moratorium on the RDCK acquisition 
of water and wastewater systems until 
June 30, 2020. The moratorium has 
been in place since 2012.

• Governance options for RDCK-
owned water systems were discussed. 
A staff report explains that the RDCK 
owns 20 systems, eight of which 
are governed by commissions. A 
report done in 2013 and updated in 
2017 recommends that the RDCK 
establish a Water Supply Board to 
oversee all the water systems, with 
RDCK staff in charge of operation 
and administration of the systems. 
This governance model would lessen 
RDCK exposure to risk and would 
allow for more efficient use of staff 
time. It could also facilitate the lifting 
of the moratorium on the acquisition 
of water systems. Staff will prepare a 
report for the board that looks into the 
steps for establishing an RDCK Water 
Supply Board.

• The board approved new 
Regional Fire Chief Nora Hannon’s 
recommendation to restructure the 
RDCK Fire Services staffing. There 

continued on page 25



December 19, 2019   The Valley Voice  25

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Holiday Hours –
Dec 24th 10 - 4:30
Dec 25th CLOSED

Dec 26th 10 - 3
Dec 31st 10 - 4:30
Jan 1st CLOSED
Jan 2nd CLOSED

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New 

Year from all 
of us at 
Galena 

Contracting

Mill Rd • Nakusp • 250-265-4100

Whether you are Catholic or not, 
whether you go to church or not, 
you are welcome to come along

Christ being born at 
Christmas is a sign of 

God’s selfless love for us; 
We will be reflecting upon this by 

readings, songs and prayers, and you are 
most welcome to join us.

St. Anthony’s Catholic Parish 
Christmas Eve for “Midnight” Mass

New Denver - 4 PM
Come half-an-hour early and join us for some Carols, 

but the singing is only good as you make it!
(Carols will last 30 minutes and Mass about an hour.)
The other Christian Churches in the area will also be telling 
the Christmas story and they’ll make you equally welcome.

COMMUNITY

Christmas hours:
Closed December 24 - Jan 3  
Reopen Jan 6th with winter 

hours 10 - 4 

For emergency call 250-265-1616 
Ask for Colton

RDCK board, December 12: Kootenay Timber Supply Areas Coalition report
will now be a full-time Regional 
Deputy Chief Operations, a full-time 
Regional Deputy Chief Training 
and a .71 (almost three-quarter 
time) Regional Assistant Fire Chief 
Prevention working under Hannon. 
The Regional Deputy Chief Operations 
will be responsible for operations at the 
RDCK’s 16 regional fire departments. 
The Regional Deputy Fire Chief 
Training will be responsible for the 
development and implementation of 
regional and local training programs 
for the 16 departments. The Regional 
Assistant Fire Chief Prevention will 
be responsible for a regional fire 
prevention program. This model is 
estimated to cost each fire department 
$29,431 in 2020. The previous district 
chief model was expected to cost 
approximately $31,000 per fire hall.

• The board approved the hiring 
of a permanent full-time Resource 
Recovery Operations Coordinator 
in January 2020. Annual salary and 
benefits would total $80,350.

• The board approved the hiring 
of one permanent full-time purchasing 
agent, with a start date no later than 
April 1, 2020, at a cost of $104,000 
annually. A purchasing agent 
would allow the RDCK to realize 
significant savings, but the impact 
on local businesses would need to 
be considered, the staff report on this 
item says.

• Staff asked that the board approve 
a permanent full-time Community 
Services  Communicat ions  & 
Marketing Administrator with a start 
date of January 2020 at a total salary 
and benefit cost of $72,116.38 in 
the first year. The board decided to 
consider this request by including it 
in the draft budget, and to make a 
decision on it in the context of the 
full budget process. The board did 
the same thing with the staff request 
to hire seven temporary staff in 2020: 
one corporate administration summer 
student ($11,000); four project site 
inspectors; one water operator tech for 
the east ($33,000), one water operator 
tech for the west ($19,000). These will 

be included in the draft budget and 
considered during budget discussions.

• The floodplain management 
bylaw was amended in response 
to a recent legal opinion, and to 
provide clarity. The staff report on 
this explains that a full review of the 
floodplain management is expected 
to start in 2020, and will include 
collaboration with municipalities.
Area D North Kootenay 
Lake

• Chair Aimee Watson reported 
that construction of the Gar Creek 
water system in Johnsons Landing 
has been completed. Eight years 
after the devastating landslide took 
out the water system and many many 
volunteer hours later, the water system 
has been replaced. “Kudos to all who 
worked endless hours on this massive 
project,” Watson says.

The Gar Creek Water Users 
Association wrote a letter to the 
RDCK board, thanking them for their 
help with the project. “We are happy 
to be now drinking fresh clear water 
from upper Gar Creek where it runs 
through a deep forest into an intricate 
intake leading to 1.5 kilometres of 
waterline, which is buried 4 feet 
underground and monitored by 2 
engineered pressure reducer valves. It 
was a long, exhausting and expensive 
project. It is now a reality with the help 
of several professionals, hired local 
workers, many, many volunteers, a 
dedicated board, and first of all the 
funding opportunities that you helped 
manifest.”

• Richard Brenton, Area D resident 
and life member of the West Kootenay 
Woodlot Association, submitted a 
written overview of the BC Woodlot 
Licence to the board. “Since Local 
Government is increasing its interest 
in forest tenures in accordance with 
the interests of communities, I hope 
this information will provide some 
background to enable communication 
with the public where woodlot tenure 
is involved,” he says in the document.
Area H Slocan Valley

• South Slocan residents will see 
a 10% increase to their 2020 water 

user fees. Although RDCK staff had 
recommended only a 5% increase, 
residents at the November 28 South 
Slocan Commission of Management 
meeting discussed the need to build up 
the reserve fund for the water system, 
and decided to ask for a 10% increase 
instead. This results in an annual water 
bill of almost $1,400, up from about 
$1,300.

• The RDCK has signed a Service 
Agreement with Community Futures 
to manage the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Program. Community 
Futures will now administer the 

contract and supervise the work 
of Ron LeBlanc, Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Coordinator. 
Originally, the local governments 
in the Slocan Valley had formed a 
partnership to manage the program. 
Leah Main, chair of the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Commission, 
explained in an interview: “Ron’s 
job hasn’t changed, but how he is 
supervised changes. His reports go to 
Community Futures and Community 
Futures will report to us. He is still 
ultimately responsible to the Slocan 
Valley local governments, but the 

channels of communication and 
supervision have changed.”
Area K Arrow Lakes

• The Fauquier water project will 
cost $58,000 – substantially more 
than expected. The original project 
scope involved replacing three valves 
($20,000) plus a treatment plant pilot 
project ($15,000). As it turns out, two 
more valves need to be replaced, and 
the pilot project has been postponed 
to 2020. The project cost is being 
covered by funds in reserve for the 
water system.

continued from page 24
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

COMING EVENTS

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

FOR SALE

HEALTH

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & 

Campground
Year-round facility

1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

CLEANING

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

• BICYCLE

RECYCLING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

COMPUTER

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Winter Hours

Mon – Sat   10 am - 5 pm
November – February

GARDENING

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing 
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo 
and Area D with affordable housing. 
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday & 
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The 
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding 

for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/ 
Kaslo EDC.
THE LIFT COWORK IS OPEN! Holiday 
Hours @ 324 Alpha St. Silverton: Sat. Dec. 
21 - 1-5 pm; Mon. Dec. 23 - 9 am-5 pm; Sat. 
Dec. 28 - 1-5 pm; Mon. Dec. 30 - 9 am-5 pm 
and 6 pm-9 pm; Thurs. Jan. 2 - 9 am-5 pm; 
Sat. Jan. 4 - 1-5 pm. Contact: liftcowork@
gmail.com

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY 
to live your dream and own your own 
business. Become the proud owner of the 
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the 
main street of New Denver. The newspaper 
business can provide a modest living for you 
and your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 250-358-7218 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 

Self-Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community 
Futures to learn about the free Business 
Plan workshop open to anyone! And if 
you’re eligible, you may also qualify for 
the Self-Employment program where you 
will receive ongoing business training and 
coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

THE NORTH VALLEY MOUNTAIN 
FILM FESTIVAL is now accepting 
submissions of short films and digital 
slideshows for its 2020 event. Visit www.
northvalleyfilmfestival.com for event 
information and submission guidelines or 
email inquiries to northvalleyfilmfest@
gmail.com

JUSDANCE NAKUSP! Free-form dance 
night at the Firehall upstairs in Nakusp 
every second Saturday. November 30, 

December 14 & 30, 7-9 pm. World Fusion 
music. By donation. www.facebook.com/
groups/jusdancenakusp
TERRY FALLIS, AWARD WINNING 
AUTHOR of national bestsellers and 
recipient of the Stephen Leacock Medal for 
Humour is featured at Slocan Library’s next 
Author Reading. Date: January 18, 2020. 
Time: 1 pm. Place: Slocan Legion Hall.
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL 
(SLAC) is calling for musicians, poets, 
skits, dancers, comedians, etc. for our 
January 18, 2020 Coffee House/Variety 
Show. Slots are limited and new acts are 
encouraged. Contact Sue Mistretta at 
gallerysuemistretta@gmail.com
KOHAN REFLECTION GARDEN 
HOLIDAY LIGHT SHOW: December 
12 - January 12, 4-11 pm daily. Bring your 
family for a magical stroll.
SLOCAN LAKE ARENA SOCIETY will 
be holding its Annual General Meeting on 
Monday, January 27, 2020 at 7 pm at the 
office at the back of 713 Josephine Street, 
New Denver, BC. Everyone welcome!
THE LANGHAM PRESENTS THE 
EISENHAUERS Friday December 20 
at 7 pm. The local folk/ country duo share 

the warmth and vitality of their simple, 
beautiful songs in a special holiday show. 
$15 Willow and Sunnyside, Kaslo. $18 at 
Door 6:30 pm www.thelangham.ca
BOTTLE DRIVE – New Denver area, 
January 4, 10 am-2 pm. A fundraiser for the 
Lucerne School Shakesfest trip. Thanks for 
your support!

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now taking new clients in Winlaw. 
Restorative, palliative, relaxation, 
mobile available. Call or e-mail Jessica 
Coonen RMT for appt. 250-226-6887 or 
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com
YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday mornings 9-10 am. 
Honour your body by reducing stress, 
building strength, flexibility and balance. 
Upper story of the fire hall in Silverton. 
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Business Classifieds 

start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

CLASSIFIED ADS

HELP WANTED

ghghghghPETS

NOTICES

SERVICES

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

January 11,
2019

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Holiday Sale!
Everything 5 - 10% off

Free Gift Wrapping

Open Every Day thru Dec. 24
Mon–Sat, 10:30 am - 4 pm

Sunday  Noon - 3 pm  

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

DI’S ESTHETICS
– FULL SERVICE SALON –

Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more

Lash lift & tint - $55
WINLAW • 250-226-7318

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

HAIR

Only 5 minutes from New Denver. Open 
to all levels. Come and share mindfulness 
and the exultation of inner flow.

F U L L - T I M E  R E P O R T E R / 
PHOTOGRAPHER WANTED at the 
Valley Voice to cover primarily the news of 
Nakusp and Kaslo. The job entails writing 
all types of community news stories, 
and includes covering council meetings, 
school board meetings, court hearings and 
community events. We are looking for a self-
starter with a desire to live in the rural West 
Kootenay region, and who is committed to 
writing informative and accurate articles 
in a clear and engaging style. Journalism 
degree/ diploma and/ or experience required. 
Email cover letter and resume by January 6 
to valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a 
deeper understanding of yourself and why 
things happen the way they do in your life. It 
opens your a0.wareness to new viewpoints 
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU 
regardless of age, background, or religion. 
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul 
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a 
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-9617; Playmor 
Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New Denver, 
358-7265. For AL-ANON (family): New 
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

PROUD OF MY DOG: Group classes, 
free on-line training. SPCA AnimalKind 
accredited.  Learn more at  www.
proudofmydog.ca

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT 
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales, 
installations, service, inspection & 
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing; 
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals, 
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design 
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. 250-355-0088.

Support the 
Valley Voice with a 

voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0Next Valley 

Voice Deadline: 
January 10, 

2020
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mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.caTyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –

muralsbytim@gmail.com

CREATIVE
• DIY Consulting

• Bathroom Renovations
• Painting, Tile Work & More
– Over 20 years experience –

WCB/Insured
Victor: 250-505-6509

email: sanderellacreative@gmail.com 

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Inge Gerwig, Silverton’s Ice Lady, is still at it. “Again I am enjoying my winter swim twice a day,” she says.
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The Silverton Community Club provides $400 to the New Denver-Silverton and area Christmas Sharing program.

The Kaslo Christmas Faire at the Legion Hall in Kaslo on December 7 offered lots of local arts and crafts.
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Sandra and Cedric McPhail participated in the LEGO building session at the Angry Hen Craft 
Brewery in Kaslo as part of the Kaslo Light Up celebration on December 7. 
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Rachelle Thormoset
January 1st 1942 ~ 
December 2nd 2019

Forever In Your Heart

Feel no guilt in laughter
She knows how much you care
Feel no sorrow in a smile
That she’s not here to share
You cannot grieve forever
She would not want you to
She’d hope that you would carry on
The way you always do
To talk about the good times
And the way you showed you cared
The days you spent together
All the happiness you shared
Let memories surround you
A word someone might say
Will suddenly recapture
A time, an hour, a day
That brings her back as clearly
As though she was still here
And fills you with the feelings
That says she’s always near
For if you keep those moments
You will never be apart
And they will live forever
Safely locked within your heart

Love your family and friends forever

submitted by Richard Cannings, 
MP, South Okanagan-West 
Kootenay

On Sunday December 1, I 
returned to Ottawa to prepare for 
the opening of the 43rd Parliament. 
Last week I was given my shadow 
cabinet roles – critic for Natural 
Resources and deputy critic for 
Transport. I was the critic for 
Natural Resources for the last four 
years so know that file well, and 
issues of transport intersect natural 
resources in many ways.

On Monday I met with a 
diverse group of people from the 
energy sector across the country 
at the Positive Energy lunch. We 
had a spirited debate over the 
“go big or go home” question 
– should future energy projects 
concentrate on large infrastructure 
such as hydro dams and pipelines, 
or should we instead promote 
distributed energy production 
such as roof-top solar and energy 
efficient buildings? My take-away 
was that the smaller production 
initiatives would be both sufficient 
and quicker, if combined with 
critical efficiency programs and 
large-scale distribution projects 
and smart grid regulation changes.

 On Tuesday I met with a 
Senator to plan the roll-out of 

From the Hill: Parliament reopens
private members legislation. She 
has offered to table my private 
member’s bill (that died in the 
Senate last June when Parliament 
dissolved) so that it can proceed 
more quickly to debate in the 
House of Commons. I can then 
put forward a second private 
members bill directly in the House 
of Commons as well. We also 
discussed the changing face of the 
Senate, as traditional Liberal and 
Conservative caucuses morph into 
more independent groups.

Being in Ottawa again allows 
me to meet with Ministers to 
discuss riding issues. I have 
already spoken directly with 
Catherine McKenna, the new 
Minister of Infrastructure and 
Communities, about the Oliver 
irrigation canal situation and 
enhanced compensation for Grand 
Forks residents who are being 
forced out of their houses for 
future flood mitigation. I am 
setting up a meeting with her and 
local officials about those issues.

On Thursday the formalities 
of opening the new Parliament 
begin. The House of Commons 
will elect a new Speaker and then 
MPs will go over to the Senate for 
the Speech from the Throne. That 
will set the tone for the legislative 
agenda the government will roll 

out over the next year. The first 
job of the new Speaker is to draw 
numbers in the private member’s 
bill lottery to generate the order of 
debate for private member’s bills. 
This is especially important in a 
minority parliament which may 

only last two or three years. Even 
in a four-year majority government 
only half of the MPs have a chance 
to bring their bills to debate.

I’ll be back in the riding before 
Christmas and hope to see many 
of you at my Christmas open 

house events. One will be in my 
Penticton office (#202-301 Main 
St.) on December 19 from 3 to 6 
pm. If you’d like to get in touch, 
please send me an email to richard.
cannings@parl.gc.ca or phone 
250-770-4480. 

KBRH access changes 
due to construction
submitted

Patients and visitors are advised 
that access to Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital (KBRH) has 
changed to the walkway that runs 
around the construction zone. Signage 
will be in place to direct people to the 
right place.

A shuttle vehicle remains available 
to drive anyone who requires assistance 
from their cars in the parking lot to the 
hospital access.

Interior Health is urging anyone 
coming to the hospital to follow signage 
and direction from flaggers if they are 
on site. Please allow for additional time 
for parking wherever possible prior to 
a scheduled appointment or visit to 
the hospital.

The overall project will result in 
significant improvements to emergency 
department care and other care at 
KBRH, says Interior Health, and it 
“will continue to do everything possible 
to minimize the impacts to patients 
and visitors during construction. We 
regret any inconvenience residents 
may experience due to this temporary 
change and the ongoing construction 
work.”
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Happy Holidays from all 
of us at Royal LePage 
Selkirk Realty, Nakusp

COMMUNITY

submitted
Our Ferry Matters, the grassroots 

group that has advocated for months 

Ferry activists: Gauri Taylor-Topp (Yasodhara Ashram, Kootenay Lake Chamber of Commerce), 
Janet Wallace (Barefoot Handweaving/Artisans of Crawford Bay, KL Chamber), Megan 

Rokeby-Thomas (Ladybug Coffee)

Our Ferry Matters pleased to have Kootenay Lake ferry back to regular hours
for safe, reliable and sustainable ferry 
service on Kootenay Lake, is excited 
that an official agreement has been 

reached in the labour dispute between 
Western Pacific Marine and the BC 
Government and Service Employees’ 
Union (BCGEU).

“Our members are thrilled and 
relieved to know that we now have 
stability for the long-term on this 
essential transportation route between 
Balfour and Kootenay Bay,” says 
Megan Rokeby-Thomas, an initiator 
of Our Ferry Matters and owner of 
Ladybug Coffee by the Kootenay Bay 
ferry terminal. “Thank you to everyone 
involved!”

Our Ferry Matters is advocating 
for the speedy creation of a Kootenay 
Lake Ferry Advisory Committee as a 
mechanism for ensuring community 
input to the ferry operations. The 
committee is stipulated in the 
Province’s past contract with Western 
Pacific Marine but was not active.

Disruption of ferry service 
throughout the summer had significant 
negative effects on local businesses as 
well as citizens with concerns about 
essential access to healthcare and 
education services. 

“We brought together people from 
all areas and interests around the lake 

through our Unity Sailings, website 
and Facebook communication, media 
presence and ongoing monitoring and 
discussions – all encouraging speedy 
resolution,” says Rokeby-Thomas. “We 
thank the community for all its support 
and efforts to provide a strong neutral 
voice during this labour dispute!” 

Our Ferry Matters included 

support from many members of the 
East Shore community, the Kootenay 
Lake Chamber of Commerce, the 
Balfour & District Business & Historic 
Association as well as Chambers in 
Creston, Kaslo, Nelson, Castlegar, the 
International Selkirk Loop, Nelson 
Kootenay Lake Tourism and many 
others.

submitted 
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay (RDCK) has named Nora 
Hannon as the new Regional Fire Chief. 
She has been the acting deputy since 
June; previously she served as a district 
fire chief and as the Balfour Harrop Fire 
Chief. She has also played key roles in 
the Emergency Program and Wildfire 
Mitigation with the RDCK.

“I am honoured to serve the people 
and communities of the RDCK as 
Regional Fire Chief, and I am excited to 
support and work with an exceptional 
team of firefighters,” said Chief Hannon. 
“I’d like to recognize all RDCK fire 
chiefs and volunteer firefighters for their 
dedication and commitment. Together, 
we provide a service that communities 
can rely on and be proud of.”

Among Chief Hannon’s priorities 
is supporting fire chiefs and training 
officers with fulfilling their fire 

Nora Hannon is the new Regional Fire Chief for the RDCK.
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New Regional Fire Chief announced
department’s compliance with the 
BC Office of the Fire Commissioner 
Structure Competency Playbook.

The RDCK Fire Service includes 
17 fire departments, and responds to 

an average of 1,450 incidents annually. 
For inquiries about volunteering as a 
firefighter or the RDCK Fire Service 
visit www.rdck.ca/join-us or call 250-
352-1570.
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All of the management 
and staff of Spectrum 
Home & Family Care 

Wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy, 

Healthy New Year. 

by Jan McMurray
Bass players and drummers were 

the lucky targets of Selkirk College’s 

Slocan Valley bassist James Lerch receives Selkirk College scholarship
Contemporary Music & Technology 
program this year. The college 
offered scholarships as an incentive 

for them to sign up, and has just 
provided four $1,000 scholarships to 
students who entered the program in 
September. One of the recipients was 
bassist James Lerch of Slocan Park, 
who graduated from Mt. Sentinel 
Secondary School in June.

“The Selkirk music program 
has been such a great experience,” 
Lerch says. “Everyone, from faculty 
to student, has been very supportive 
which makes for a unique and epic 
learning experience. The support of 
the college and getting awarded the 
bass scholarship has been a huge help 
in achieving my dream of writing 
music that will resonate with people 
so I can help make the world shine a 
little bit brighter.”

Lerch says he wants to start a 
band, become an audio engineer, or 
do both. After completing the two-
year program at Selkirk, he says 
he is considering staying on for a 
third year and producing an album 
with the help of the instructors and 
students.

When he was 12, Lerch started 
playing acoustic guitar but was 
“forced to switch to bass” when his 
bass playing brother wanted a turn 
on the acoustic. “I didn’t enjoy it 
at first, until I started to realize that 
bass isn’t about the notes – it’s about 
the groove,” he said. “Now playing 
bass is my favourite thing to do. It’s 
funny how sometimes something you 
don’t like at first ends up being one 
of the best things that ever happened 
to you.”

Lerch used to suffer from anxiety 
and depression, and he found listening 
to music relaxed him and gave him 
motivation and confidence. “I would 
love to think that someday music I 

write or produce will help someone 
the same way it’s helped me.”

Melody Diachun, music program 
coordinator at Selkirk, says these new 
scholarships were set up to attract 
strong players on instruments other 
than guitar and voice. “Rhythm is 
the most important thing in music. 
Together, a bass player and drummer 
are the heartbeat of a band,” she says. 
“Music programs tend to be heavily 
populated with singers and guitarists. 
These new scholarships were set up 
to attract strong players on other 

instruments, this year on bass and 
drums. The greater the variety of 
players in the program, the better!”

For nominations, the music 
faculty considered applicants’ 
auditions and entrance test scores. 
Other recipients were Ryan Palm 
of Parksville and Dexton Gibson 
of Trail, and bassist James Still of 
Williams Lake. They were awarded 
the scholarships at a semester kick-
off concert during orientation week 
at Shambhala Music & Performance 
Hall.

submitted
The Slocan Community Library 

hosts celebrated Canadian novelist 
Terry Fallis on Saturday, January 18 
at 1 pm at the Royal Canadian Legion 
in Slocan. He will read from his latest 
novel, Albatross.

Fallis is a two-time winner of 
the Stephen Leacock Medal for 
Humour for his novels The Best 
Laid Plans and No Relation. After 
self-publishing his first novel, Fallis 
came to Slocan back in 2010 for the 
library’s inaugural reading. Since 
then he has penned six more novels 
and has garnered much acclaim in 
the literary world. He is an articulate 
and engaging speaker and will 
undoubtedly have you laughing in 

Award-winning author Terry Fallis coming to Slocan
the aisles. 

Albatross is a clever and funny 
book about a nerdy Toronto high 
schooler, Adam Coryell, who is 
obsessed with writing and fountain 
pens. Becoming a golf prodigy is 
not what Adam aspired to – in fact, 
he finds the sport rather boring. 
Nonetheless, he soldiers on with 
golf and struggles with the fame and 
fortune that follows him, when all he 
really wants is to become a writer 
and, of course, win over his high 
school sweetheart. 

The novel will keep you laughing 
and of course cheering for Adam in 
his pursuit for a meaningful life.

A book signing follows the free 
event.

Bassist James Lerch of Slocan Park, who graduated from Mt. Sentinel Secondary School in 
June, has won a scholarship from Selkirk College.
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Christmas hours: 
Dec. 24 – 8 am - 8 pm 
Dec.25 – Valley Foods closed & Hilltop Convenience open 12-4
Dec. 26 – 8 am - 10 pm 
Dec.31 – 8 am - 9 pm 
Jan.1 – 9 am - 9 pm  
Wishing all our customers a safe and happy holiday season 
and all the best in the New Year from the Smiths and Staff. 

Hilltop 
Convenience & 
Valley Foods

Season’s Greetings
from the

Saddle Mountain 
Dental Clinc

Holiday Hours:
Office Closed December 20 – January 6

Office Reopens 9:00 am, January 7, 2020
Dr. Tanner Dobson will be around to deal with dental emergencies

submitted
The North Valley Mountain 

Film Festival returns to the Silverton 
Memorial Hall on February 29. This 
year marks the 14th anniversary of this 
annual community event. Thanks to 
the People’s Choice Award sponsors 

Call for submissions: mountain film fest
– Valhalla Mountain Touring, Ambler 
Mountain Works and Ice Creek Lodge 
– the festival will once again offer 
cash prizes for the best three films.

Organizers are now accepting 
submissions of short films and digital 
slideshows to feature at this year’s 

festival. 
“We always look forward to 

reviewing the submissions,” said 
coordinator Myles Berney. “We will 
consider all submissions for our 
lineup and we do our best to choose 
a broad range of films and slideshows 

for each year’s festival.” 
Films and slideshows that 

have featured at past festivals have 
ranged from locally produced 
mountain biking and kayaking 
films to professionally produced 
environmental documentaries and 
adventure films.

Submissions for the 2020 North 
Valley Mountain Film Festival will 
be accepted until January 31. The 
NVMFF is looking for films or 
slideshows that showcase passion 
for the outdoors or the environment, 

preferably  wi th  a  Kootenay 
connection. 

For submission guidelines and 
event information, visit the festival 
website at northvalleyfilmfestival.
com o r  d i r ec t  i nqu i r i e s  t o 
northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com.

The festival organizing committee 
would like to thank all the local artists 
and volunteers who make this event 
possible, the Columbia Basin Trust 
for its continued support of this 
annual community event and the 
sponsors mentioned above.

submitted
The Langham is proud to once 

again present the popular local folk/ 
country duo the Eisenhauers, who 
bring the warmth and vitality of their 
simple, spare and beautiful songs in a 
special holiday show at the Langham 
theatre.

Their songs evoke the almost 
impenetrable vastness of the Canadian 
landscape while exploring the 
concepts of family, distance, time 
and the wavering arcs of separation 

The Eisenhauers return to the Langham, December 20 at 7 pm.

The Eisenhauers return to the Langham 
and reunion – a perfect tone of warmth 
and reflection for the winter season.

“They explore an often quiet, 
distinctly Canadian approach to song 
craft which paints an ideal backdrop 
for their soothing harmonies.” – 
Exclaim! magazine.

Friday, December 20 at 7 pm. 
Tickets $15 Sunnyside Naturals (250-
353-9667) or Willow Home Gallery 
(250-353-2257) in Kaslo; $18 at the 
door from 6:30 pm. 

www.thelangham.ca.


