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Book your 
Seasonal Tire 
Change online:

www.kaltire.comGet tires now... pay down the road. 
- Financing available -

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Community Health 

Centre in New Denver has two new 
physicians as of October 1. Dr. Sean 
Wachtel and Dr. Svet Gueordjev join 
long-time New Denver physician Dr. 
Chuck Burkholder, stabilizing primary 
care and 24/7 emergency services at 
the centre.

The search for doctors had been 
on since Dr. Mike Magier left the 
community in summer 2017.

“Our local communities stepped up 
in a big way to help find new physicians 
to support local health care services. 
We look forward to building on this 
recent success to make sure people in 
New Denver and surrounding areas 
have access to the care they need at our 
health centre,” says New Denver Mayor 
Leonard Casley.

IH says the three physicians have 
signed an 18-month contract and 
will work under a “shared practice 
model.” Dr. Wachtel explains that the 
shared practice model means that each 
physician will be at the centre for about 

Two new physicians at Slocan Community Health Centre in New Denver 
10 days per month, and will cover the 
clinic and ER during those 10 days. 
Patients with booked appointments will 
see the physician who is working at the 
clinic at the time of their appointment.

“We’re inviting patients to see any 
of us but at the same time we understand 
patients may have a preference, and 
we’re totally fine with that,” Dr. 
Wachtel said. “If someone wants to see 
a particular physician, they can request 
that. We each will be in the community 
for 10 days a month, so patients would 
have to wait at most a couple of weeks 
for their preferred physician, but if it’s 
urgent, they can see whichever one of 
us is at the health centre.”

Dr. Wachtel notes that the physician 
on duty will be covering both the clinic 
and the emergency room, “so it’s good 
that people in the New Denver area 
generally use the ER responsibly – for 
true emergencies only.”

“One of the misconceptions about 
the ER is ‘if you don’t use it, we’ll 
lose it.’ That’s not the case – in fact, it 
might be counterproductive – so while 

we encourage patients who are feeling 
acutely unwell or in a lot of pain to seek 
emergency care, we caution that using it 
instead of a routine clinic appointment 
may be counterproductive.”

Dr. Wachtel has been coming to 
New Denver as a locum for nearly two 
years now. “I really like the village and 
I find the patients really appreciative 
and the staff is excellent, so I’m very 
happy to be coming on contract.” He 
says he has a “strong attachment to the 
Kootenays,” having worked in the ER 
in Nelson for four years and as a locum 
at various clinics in the area.

Dr. Wachtel will be splitting his time 
between New Denver and Vancouver, 
where he has a part-time job doing 
research and policy work for the First 
Nations Health Authority. He took his 
family medicine training in the UK, 
and a master’s degree in public health 
at UBC.

Dr. Gueordjev has lived in Nelson 
for almost 17 years and currently works 
there 10 days per month in obstetrics 
and gynecology. He and his wife 

love the beauty and friendliness of 
New Denver. He received his medical 
degree from his hometown of Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria. He immigrated to South 
Africa and worked in the hospitals 
of Pretoria University and the South 
African National Defence Force for 10 
years where he developed his interest 
in family practice, emergency medicine 
and obstetrics and gynecology. In 2000, 
he fulfilled a lifelong dream when he 
immigrated to Canada, working in 
several small communities in northern 

BC before settling in Nelson.
Dr. Burkholder has enjoyed 25 years 

of practice in Slocan Community Health 
Centre and welcomes this opportunity to 
continue on in this sustainable, shared 
arrangement. He graduated from the 
University of Western Ontario in 1988 
and completed a family medicine 
residency at Dalhousie University. Soon 
after that, he moved to BC with his wife 
Miranda Hughes and has lived in the 
West Kootenays while they raised their 
four children.

Dr. Sean WachtelDr. Svet Gueordjev
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by Jan McMurray
About 80 members of the public 

and five of six South Okanagan-
West Kootenay candidates attended 
the All Candidates Meeting at 
the Silverton Memorial Hall on 
September 30. The sixth candidate, 
Carolina Hopkins (independent), 
registered with Elections Canada 
after we had extended invitations 
to the candidates. Her biography is 
on page 3.

Here’s a summary of how 
each candidate answered questions 
about climate change, taxes, the 
price of gasoline, electoral reform, 
immigration and support for local 
governments.

Richard Cannings, NDP, said 

Good turnout to Silverton All Candidates Meeting for South Okanagan-West Kootenay
the environment and climate change 
are “why I got into politics.” He 
said the NDP would set ambitious 
science-based targets in line with 
stabilizing the global temperature 
increase at 1.5°C, and achieve 
those targets through transportation 
(electric vehicles), building retrofits, 
and ending all fossil fuel subsidies. 
Their clean energy plan would create 
300,000 jobs within the next four 
years.

Another of Cannings’ top 
priorities is universal health care. 
This means “covering the rest of 
our bodies not currently covered,” 
i.e. teeth, eyes, mental health and 
pharmacare. “We can implement 
these programs by going after rich 

wealthy people and corporations, 
and offshore tax havens,” he said. 
The NDP plan is to impose a 1% tax 
on the “super wealthy.”

Under an NDP government, the 
voting system would be changed 
to Mixed Member Proportional 
Representation, and a referendum 
would be held after two elections.

Cannings said the NDP would 
increase funding to small rural 
communities, and would increase 
funding that municipalities can 
access for climate mitigation.

In response to a question about 
removing Canada from the UN 
global migration pact, Cannings said 
this is a very reasonable document 
that “tries to regularize the movement 
of people in the world” and “speaks 
about treating those people like 
human beings.” He said it doesn’t 
dictate the number of refugees and 
immigrants Canada must take in.

To make sure British Columbians 
are paying a fair price for gasoline, 
the NDP would form a commission 
to monitor gas prices.

Connie Denesiuk, Liberal 
Party, says a strong economy is 
needed for social and environmental 
programs and points out that Canada 

has the strongest economy in the G7 
nations. 

She says the Liberal Party has set 
legislated targets along the way to 
carbon neutrality by 2050. They also 
have a plan to ban plastics by 2021.

Denesiuk points out that personal 
income taxes have decreased under 
the Liberals from 22% to 20.5%, 
and small business taxes have been 
reduced from 11% to 9%. Also, 
the Child Tax Benefit has been 
restructured “so that those who need 
it more get more and those who need 
it less get less,” she said.

Denesiuk said consultation 
meetings on electoral reform were 
held throughout Canada and people 
could not agree. “So it’s less about 
educating people and more about 
listening to what they want.”

On immigration, Denesiuk said 
people are having 1.3 children on 
average, “so we don’t have the 
people to do the job. We need health 
care workers. We need doctors here. 
We’re bringing people in to help us.” 
She also said she was frustrated to 
see “the fear and division.”

Denesiuk  said she would 
advocate for the permanent doubling 
of the gas tax for municipalities, as 
she has heard from all the mayors 
how important this is. She also said 
the Liberals have spent four times 
more on infrastructure than the 
Conservatives did.

Tara Howse, Green Party, 
has ethics and accountability as 
her top priorities. The Green Party 
wants to reduce the powers of the 
Prime Minister’s Office, strengthen 
the independence of the ethics 
commission, strengthen the Conflict 
of Interest Act, and put public interest 
over government secrecy. 

The Green Party’s climate 
mitigation plan would reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 60% by 
2030 and achieve net zero emissions 
by 2050 – and would meet the 1.5°C 
target set by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change. “This 
can only be done if we all come 
together,” she said.

On taxes, the Green Party would 
commission a review “to understand 
who is paying what and how to 
mitigate it.” They would also like 
to institute a Guaranteed Annual 
Income over time. Affordability 
would also be achieved through 
universal pharmacare and daycare.

Howse feels strongly about 
electoral reform and said she’d put 
forward her own bill to make sure 
this is the last First Past the Post 
election. The Green Party is behind 
her on this, and would educate the 
public on electoral reform.

Howse said the Green Party 
would permanently double the 
amount municipalities receive 
through the Gas Tax Fund, and 
rename it the Municipal Fund. 
They’d also allocate 1% of GST 
revenues to housing and municipal 
infrastructure. Under the Greens, 
the Canada Infrastructure Bank 
would offer low-interest loans to 
municipalities for infrastructure 
projects.

On immigration Howse said, 
“The bulk of humanity is good and 
we need to remove fear mongering.” 
She said Canada needs to bring in 1% 
of our population in order to simply 
maintain our numbers. By 2030, 25% 
of Canadians will be over 65, so we 
need people to come and take care of 
our aging population, she said.

Helena Konanz, Conservative 
Party, has affordability as her 
main campaign message. The 
Conservatives would decrease taxes 
to make life more affordable for 
Canadians. They would remove 
GST from home heating bills, 
make parental benefits tax free, 
implement a children’s fitness tax, 
and implement a universal personal 
income tax cut that would save $800-
$850 on average for everyone. 

The Conservatives would scrap 
the carbon tax, as it is “an attack on 
rural Canada because we all have to 
drive,” she said. The Conservative 
solution to climate change is to 
make heavy emitters invest in green 
technology.

Konanz said immigration is good 
for the country and the people who 
want to come. “We’re committed to 
setting immigration levels consistent 
with what is in Canada’s best 
interest. We will safeguard economic 
immigration and improve language 
training so they are able to succeed 
economically,” she said, adding that 
the Conservative plan prioritizes 
people facing persecution.

Konanz has been a Penticton 
City councillor and Regional 
District director, and has advocated 
for infrastructure funding for 
local governments. “Billions of 
dollars have been earmarked for 
infrastructure but very little is getting 
to municipalities.” As a former 
professional tennis player, she says 
she has the energy to fight for the 
projects we need in the riding.

On electoral reform, Konanz 
pointed out that Trudeau broke his 
promise on this, but didn’t say where 
the Conservatives stand on the issue.

Sean Taylor, People’s Party of 
Canada (PPC) said the PPC has four 
pillars: individual freedom, personal 

continued on page 3
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Siegfried Henke passed 
away suddenly on Sept 19, 
2019 at age 80. His colourful 
non-conformist personality, 
eccentric yet spiritual na-
ture, and unique sense of 
humour will be missed. Sigi 
was a creative genius and 
possessed an artistic talent 
that was rare. He immigrated 
to Canada from Germany in 
1967, an electronic techni-
cian by trade. He lived his 
life in unorthodox fashion and 

was self taught in many of his skills. Sigi’s favourite pastimes 
included painting, playing piano, listening to classical music, 
enjoying the outdoors, reading, tinkering/inventing, and 
spending time with his pets. Left to mourn are daughters 
Christine & Carol, three grandchildren, relatives in Germany, 
and many friends including locals whose lives he became 
a part of since moving to the Valley in 1998. Donations can 
be made in honour of Sigi to Kootenay Animal Assistance 
(KAAP) or BC SPCA in Nelson. “Thank you kindly,” he would 
say! A Celebration of Life is being planned for spring 2020.

Good turnout to Silverton All Candidates Meeting for South Okanagan-West Kootenay
responsibility, respect and fairness. 
Sovereignty is central to the PPC 
platform.

The PPC doesn’t buy into 

continued from page 2 “climate alarmism,” would pull out 
of the Paris Accord and cancel the 
federal carbon tax. Taylor feels that 
thermonuclear is the way forward 
– not solar and wind, which are 

creating landfill problems and which 
are supported by oil companies.

The PPC would simplify 
personal taxes: there would be no 
tax on the first $15,000, 15% up to 

$100,000, and 25% above $100,000. 
There would be no more corporate 
subsidies, no capital gains tax, and no 
“boutique tax credits,” Taylor said. 
The PPC is promising to balance the 
budget within two years.

Taylor feels the number of 
immigrants coming to Canada is “out 
of control.” Statistics Canada reports 
532,000 (1.4% of our population) 
last year. The Liberal proposal is to 
bring in 350,000 immigrants per year 
over the next three years. Taylor said, 
“It’s a dangerous world. We don’t 
have the intelligence apparatus to 
do this safely,” he said. The PPC 
is proposing to bring in 150,000 
immigrants per year. The PPC would 

end official multiculturalism. 
Taylor said he’d stand up for 

electoral reform “if that’s what you 
want.” He didn’t offer anything on 
support for municipal infrastructure.

South Okanagan-West Kootenay candidates at the forum in Silverton on September 30: Richard Cannings, NDP; Connie Denesiuk, Liberal; Tara 
Howse, Green; Helena Konanz, Conservative; Sean Taylor, People’s Party of Canada.
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Carolina Hopkins, 
independent candidate 
for South Okanagan-
West Kootenay
(Hopkins registered as a candidate 
too late to be introduced with the rest 
of the candidates in our last issue.)
Background

I am currently self-employed, 
offering quality due diligence 
research,  invest igat ions and 
executive and administrative 
support services. Previously, I 
worked in Aboriginal Employment 
& Trades Apprenticeship and at 
Columbia Power Corporation. I 

have my basic Notary training, 
legal training and experience in 
real estate conveyancing. I opened 
my first business in Nelson 1998 
offering research and investigative 
s e r v i c e s .  I  h a v e  a  s t r o n g 
environmental background with a 
solid understanding of land and water 
resource management and related 
issues.
Top priorities

I believe in accountability and 
transparency in government, and 
I believe we should receive good 
value for our tax dollars. I believe 
the environment is important to 
people and we all  want our 
waterways and environmentally 
sensitive lands protected for future 
generations. I believe that investing 
in infrastructure is important, not only 
because many of our regions need 
to address crumbling infrastructure, 
but primarily because investment 
in our communities’ infrastructure 
creates jobs, which create economic 
development, which create a better 
life for our citizens. I believe that 
the needs of our seniors are not being 

adequately addressed. 
I want to see our healthcare 

system get the support it  so 
desperately needs. I want to see our 
social programs get support to help 
the vulnerable, the homeless, the 
addicted or just the single mother 
trying to get her education, find work 
and support her family. I want to see 
how much funding is coming into 
this area and I want to see where it 
is going, and I want to see how it is 
spent. I want citizens with concerns to 
feel they have an ear and a voice, and 
to know that we as a community care 
about each other. I want our children 
to learn by the positive examples of 
good citizenship as these children are 
our future leaders and we all need to 
set a good example for their sake. 
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by Jan McMurray
Local governments in BC 

reacted swiftly to the news that the 
Rural Dividend Fund is being re-
directed to a new program to support 
forest workers. At the annual Union 
of BC Municipalities Convention 
September 23-27, a resolution was 
passed unanimously asking the 
government to reconsider.

All 338 Rural Dividend funding 
applications submitted in this latest 
round, including applications for 
community development projects 
in Nakusp, Kaslo and the Slocan 
Valley, are on hold until further 
notice “in order to support workers 
and communities in the interior as 
they face an unprecedented situation 
in the forestry sector economy,” 
says Minister Doug Donaldson 
in a September 19 letter to all 
Rural Dividend Fund applicants. 
Donaldson says applications “will 
be retained for vetting and funding 
consideration at a future date.”

The Village of Silverton applied 
to the fund on behalf of the Slocan 
Valley Economic Development 
Partnership,  which includes 
Silverton, New Denver, Slocan 
and Area H, to support the Slocan 
Valley Economic Development 
Strategy. “This suspension of 
Rural Dividend funding and re-
directing it toward one sector of the 
economy puts at risk not only our 
application and program, but every 
single other current application 
representing projects designed to 
build diversified economies in small, 
rural communities throughout the 
province,” said Leah Main, chair 
of the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission.

Suspension of Rural Dividend Fund disappointing
The Villages of Kaslo and Nakusp 

each applied for $100,000 for signage 
projects to further develop tourism in 
their communities.

“This will be a blow for our 
community and others,” says Nakusp 
Mayor Tom Zeleznik in his report to 
council for the October 15 Nakusp 
council meeting. “For a small 
community like ours, this takes up 
much time and effort to put these 
applications in… Rural Dividend 
funding is relied upon by many 
local governments for many of our 

important community projects.”
In the 2018 round of Rural 

Dividend applications, Nakusp’s 
application for the Investment Ready 
Nakusp project was successful. “With 
the financial assistance via a grant 
from the Province through the Rural 
Dividend Fund, we have already 
assembled a Steering Committee 
working to diversify the local 
economy through the identification, 
planning, and positioning of land 
development opportunities to 
promote and deliver housing and 

industry within the Village,” Mayor 
Zeleznik says in his report.

The unanimously endorsed 
UBCM resolution calls on the 
government to “reconsider their 
decision to reallocate funding from 
the Rural Dividend program in order 
to maintain continuous delivery 
of the Rural Dividend program 
while identifying alternative funds 
to simultaneously deliver supports 
for communities impacted by mill 
closures and curtailments.” 

Main points out that all local 

government representatives present, 
including those from communities 
affected by mill closures and 
curtai lments ,  supported this 
resolution. “We all recognize that the 
best way to insulate ourselves from 
such boom-and-bust situations is to 
develop diversified economies in all 
our communities,” she said.

“We will, of course, hope that 
the Rural Dividend program is 
reinstituted quickly, and meanwhile 
will seek other funding to bridge the 
gap left by this current suspension.”

by Moe Lyons
What can be done to prevent 

wildfires? Are they inevitable? If they 
happen, how will we respond? How 
can we prepare for fires approaching 
our communities? On September 
28 and 29, the Slocan Integral 
Forestry Cooperative (SIFCo) hosted 
information sessions on behalf of 
the Villages of Silverton, Slocan and 
New Denver to address these issues 
and more.

The sessions were part of the 
Slocan Valley Wildfire Resiliency 
Program. In the next step of the 
program, starting in November, SIFCo 
reps will be going door to door in 
Slocan, Silverton and New Denver to 
talk with people about what they need, 
and what they are willing to do to be 
more resilient in case of an interface 
wildfire.

At the info sessions, SIFCo 
Manager Stephan Martineau explained 
how SIFCo got involved in wildfire 
mitigation work. The organization was 
formed in 2006 with a Community 
Forest Agreement over a group of 
domestic watersheds in the Slocan 

Slocan Valley Wildfire Resiliency Program launched at community workshops
Valley. When the Springer Creek fire 
happened in 2007, the reality of a 
landscape-scale fire right next door 
meant that fuel management became 
a Community Forest priority. 

In 2008 they began the process of 
identifying primary treatment areas. 
They also rewrote their stocking 
standards aiming to reduce target 
stocking to 400 stems per hectare in 
the wildland interface, with deciduous 
trees added as a preferred species. 
Between 2008 and 2013 they got 
to work. In 2011 a local project – 
Kootenay Resilience – came up with 
climate change predictions for the 
region which informed SIFCo’s work. 
Out of this, new questions came to the 
fore: Was there a way to predict where 
fires were going to go? In other words, 
were there areas that burned more 
frequently? And, if yes, were there fire 
main movement paths in the landscape 
that could be identified? In 2014-15, 
they did a computer-generated fire 
behaviour modelling, and began to 
light thousands of virtual fires. From 
this exercise, main travel corridors 
were identifed and in 2015-16 they 

released their Slocan Valley Strategic 
Landscape Level Wildfire Protection 
Plan.

The plan identifies five types of 
treatments across 12 landscape-level 
fuel managed areas, including thinning 
the forest from below to reduce fire 
hazard, mostly near communities. 
This thinning returns the forest to more 
natural conditions. “Due to the fact that 
for 70 years we were really good at 
suppressing fires, 95% of what we see 
in the forest is not natural. Historically 
the forest around here would have 
looked very different,” Martineau said. 
They hope to treat 1,600 hectares in the 
Slocan Valley by 2021. They also stress 
that private land is really important, 
and citizen engagement is key.

Don Mortimer, specialist in 
community wildfire protection, titled 
his talk ‘Interface wildfire in the Slocan 
– preparing for the new normal.’ He 
says the main cause of houses burning 
up in interface fires is embers and 
firebrands. As long as people have 
a clear space without combustible 
materials for 10-30 metres from 
their houses, they will not burn from 
‘convective’ heat, i.e. flames from 
the fires. Most houses burn down in 
interface fires from embers, typically 
cones, landing in accumulations of 
combustible materials, inside corners, 
woodchips, mulch, nooks and crannies. 
“Wildfires when there is no fuel to burn 
will simply go out, often within one 
minute.” In the Fort McMurray blaze, 
81% of the houses that survived were 
FireSmart. Mortimer advised everyone 
to pick up the Homeowners’ Manual, 

available for free to everyone at the 
Village offices.

Mortimer also outlined things 
emergency responders can do: have 
small firefighting units (pickup trucks 
with water tanks to put out spot 
fires), be prepared to run sprinklers 
off hydrants, have evacuation plans, 
and have neighbourhood-specific 
plans. Mortimer would like to see one 
Wildland Urban Interface Fire Officer 
per fire department. 

Tom Bradley, SIFCo forestry 
supervisor, spoke about the Community 
Wildfire Protection Plans for the Slocan 
Valley that were just released, and that 
have determined that almost all the 
areas surrounding the municipalities 
have a high to extreme threat rating. 
The plans also point out that limited 
emergency escape route options in 
the valley make preparedness very 
important.

Mel Reasoner, noted climate 
scientist, draws this conclusion out of 
the massive amount of information he 
presented: “The climate of the last 100 
years has been rapidly changing and 
there are significant seasonal changes 
in precipitation. All indications are that 
this will continue for the foreseeable 
future. Warmer, wetter winters; hotter, 
dryer summers; longer, more intense 
wildfire seasons.” He expects that by 
2069 the average year will be the same 
as the hottest year in the 20th century.

What can community members do? 
Bradley’s response: “Stay interested. 
Stay connected. Take part.” For more 
information and to contact SIFCo, go 
to www.sifco.ca.

It is with great pride that we 
welcome Dr. Sean Wachtel and 
Dr. Svet Gueordjev to practice 
medicine in our community and 
continue to offer 24/7 emergency 
department coverage at the Slocan 
Community Health Centre. On 
behalf of the Village of New Denver, 
and the Slocan Valley, I would like 
to extend our sincerest gratitude 
to Dr. Charles Burkholder for his 
continued efforts, commitment, 
perseverance and excellence in 
serving our community.

We would also like to express our 
appreciation to the Interior Health 
Authority, the Health Minister 
Adrian Dix, Kootenay West MLA 
Katrine Conroy, and their staff in 
their collaborative efforts in offering 
a viable contract for our physicians 
to sign. The Kootenay Boundary 

Message from New Denver 
Mayor Leonard Casley 

Division of Family Practice has 
also been paramount in supporting, 
deliberating and assisting with all 
efforts in recruitment and signing of 
the physicians and for that we thank 
your team! 

We  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o 
acknowledge and thank the multiple 
communities of the Slocan Valley 
(including unincorporated Area H 
as well as Villages of New Denver, 
Silverton and Slocan) for their 
ongoing support of health and 
emergency services in our greater 
community.

The true work begins now, 
working at building and growing 
the New Denver area in various 
capacities. Stay tuned for new 
initiatives to support the Slocan 
Communi ty  Hea l th  Cen t r e 
throughout the Slocan Valley.
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Profound thanks from the 
community of New Denver to 
Mayor Leonard Casley and 

Councillor Colin Moss for their 
dedicated work on the Community 

Health Care Committee!

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
“What do we need to make us more 

resilient?” asked Lily Yumagulova at a 
workshop on September 29 at the Slocan 
Legion Hall. ‘Making Connections: 
Renewable & Resilient Slocan’ was 
an “envisioning” process focused on 
how the Slocan community could work 
together to create a better future. About 
30 Slocan and area residents attended. 
The workshop was organized by Denise 
Dufault and Sandra Linstead on behalf 
of the Slocan Waterfront Restoration & 
Development Society (SWRDS).

Jessica Lunn, mayor of Slocan, 
described Slocan as being “at the 
forefront” of the rural sustainability 
movement. She spoke briefly about 
Slocan’s commitment to transition to 
100% renewable energy by 2050 and 
said that demonstrations in Vancouver 
protesting the closure of sawmills had 
emphasized that it takes “courage to have 
the difficult conversation” about change. 
“Solutions to the future are going to come 
from us,” she said.

Yumagulova was introduced by 
Denise Dufault, chair of SWRDS, as 
“a bit of gold here in our community.” 
Yumagulova, a resident of Slocan for 
three years and chair of Slocan’s Climate 
Action Commission, has degrees in 
engineering and risk analysis and a 
PhD in planning for resilience. She has 
worked in Canada and internationally 
for governments and communities as an 
advisor and consultant.

Yumagulova rallied the audience 
to believe in the possibility of a vibrant 
and meaningful future. She said, 
“We’ve had challenges before and 
found ways to rebuild.” She listed 
several communities that had found 
new identities and successful economies 
in the face of adversity. Greensburg, 
Kansas, almost completely destroyed 
by a tornado, rebuilt itself as a green 
community. Jerome, Arizona lost 97% 
of its population after the collapse of 

Creating a better future in Slocan
its mining industry and now is a haven 
for artists and a huge tourist attraction. 
Gudvangan, Norway, a remote village 
with a dwindling population now is 
the site of an economic powerhouse, 
Viking Valley, one of the “most-visited 
cultural attractions in Norway.” Tofino, 
BC capitalized on its “miserable, 
cold, wet” winters so that now storm-
watching provides a flourishing economy. 
Leavenworth, Washington, once a 
“seriously economically depressed” 
mill-town, reinvented itself as a “little 
Bavarian town” and attracts many 
tourists. Lac Megantic, Quebec, half 
destroyed and greatly traumatized by a 
train derailment in the centre of town, 
is now rebuilding as a green, connected, 
and compassionate community. Zermatt, 
Switzerland built the world’s first electric 
cog-railway to its isolated location 
and allows only electric vehicles in 
the village. It has become a booming 
mountaineering and ski resort.

Yumagulova said every story of a 
community re-creating itself involved 
one person “determined to move 
forward.” She said, nature, assets and 
people could fuel the change. “Rock 
what you’ve got! But be bold to imagine 
alternatives.” A simple, clear vision is 
essential, she said, and environmental, 
social and economic objectives need to 
be connected. Yumagulova suggested 
that ecotourism, arts, education were all 
possible paths Slocan could take.

In the interactive portion of the 
workshop,  Yumagulova asked 
participants to imagine what a renewable 
and resilient Slocan could look like. 

The many ideas were narrowed 
down to those the group thought could 
be followed up through various existing 
and new initiatives: food production 
and storage, individual and community 
firesmarting, local energy production 
and conservation, a healing arts centre, 
intergenerational skill building and 
sharing, building the connection to and 

preservation of indigenous heritage and 
knowledge, an improved transit schedule, 
solar energy, community vision, building 
trails using a local workforce, improving 
accommodation and trails for tourists, 
alternative energy for greenhouses, 
branding the town as a renewable ‘green’ 
community, producing green value-added 
products.

The workshop ended with a call for 
first steps. The first asked the Village 

to share a bus petition and to promote 
the new bus service to Kelowna on its 
Facebook page and in its newsletter. 
The petition will request an electric 
bus, Sunday and evening bus service, 
connections to Nelson and Castlegar, a 
washroom at the Junction bus stop, and 
return connections to New Denver. The 
second will ask the Village to study the 
feasibility of solar cells, bulk solar cell 
purchases, and subsidies for infrastructure 

and to start using solar for Village assets 
and streetlights. The third called for an 
information session to be held on creating 
jobs in alternative energy. Other steps 
included involvement in 100% Renewable 
Kootenays, creating and improving 
local trails, seeking funding support for 
trail improvements through the Village 
Recreation Commission, and calling for 
more and diverse accommodations (to be 
built using local wood) for tourists.
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Voting NDP
Dick Cannings has been our MP
And I know that so many agree
He’s worked all he’s worth
For this place and this Earth
I will vote for him! Definitely!

Donna Jean Wright
New Denver

How likely will 
platforms achieve 
1.5°C limit?

The Fridays for the Future youth 
strike on Friday, September 20 
was inspiring. Around the world, 
millions of youth and their supporters 
marched and demanded real climate 
action from the adults. By ‘real 
action,’ I assume the youth mean 
action that avoids the forecasted 
global catastrophe and delivers the 
Paris Accord goal of limiting global 
warming to 1.5°C. 

All the major federal political 
parties have recognized this climate 
crisis is largely human caused and 
have made commitments to address 
this climate crisis. However, mostly 
absent from the election conversation 
so far has been how likely the 
platforms are to deliver Canada’s 
commitments/ targets in the Paris 
Accord.

In my google search, I found 
two independent analyses: one by 
Clean Prosperity Canada and one 
from Simon Fraser University. 
Implementing the Liberal platform 
would reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions dramatically but still fall 
short of reaching Canada’s current 
greenhouse gas emission target, 
and implementing the Conservative 
platform would not reduce emissions 
at all and may even increase 
emissions. I have not found credible 
greenhouse gas emission analyses 
that address the NDP’s or Green’s 
platform.

To deserve our vote and given the 
urgency of the climate crisis, each 
party must upgrade their platform. 

At least upgrade to ensure promised 
actions reduce emissions enough to 
be consistent with the 1.5°C goal 
and help ensure a livable world for 
our youth.

Mike Geisler
Bonnington

Open letter 
to BC MLAs: 
Respect Treaty 8 
– halt Site C

It continues to be deeply 
disturbing that the BC government 
is refusing to respect Treaty 8 rights 
of First Nations in the Peace. It 
is alarming that they must pursue 
litigation in order to receive rights 
to their land and to self-governance.

I ask: What kind of people do we 
want to be? What kind of province 
do we want to live in? Do we want 
to perpetuate colonial behaviour and 
attitudes? Do we want to continue to 
discriminate, disrespect and oppress 
First Nations?

We, the colonizers,  have 
benefited from, yet continue to 
damage and destroy vast ecosystems 
in the Peace that the First Nations 
lived on and stewarded.

“Site C Dam would destroy 
First Nations burial grounds and 
culturally significant areas, some 
of Canada’s best farmland, habitat 
for more that 100 species at risk 
of extinction and the last intact 
section of the Peace River Valley 
still available for Treaty 8 members 
to engage in traditional practices.” 
(Sarah Cox, The Narwhal, Aug 27, 
2019)

I continue to challenge the BC 
government to HALT SITE C.

I challenge you to implement 
the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
by restoring the First Nations of 
Treaty 8 to their lands and to self-
governance in the Peace.

Lorna Louise
Kaslo

Let’s not get 
distracted from 
the real issues

In the ’70s, my younger sister 
decided to wear an Indian saree for 
Halloween. A saree is a six-yard-long 
beautiful coloured cloth that my 
mother and aunts wrapped around 
their bodies and wore for work and 
home as clothing, all through the ’60s 
and ’70s. My mom and aunts were 
scientists, doctors and office workers 
and it was accepted at the time 
that they could wear their cultural 
clothing to work. They stopped 
wearing them in the ’80s for work.

They were not outraged when 
my sister wore her saree Halloween 
costume; instead, they were quite 
baffled that she thought of the saree 
as a costume. Costumes are worn by 
people to try and be someone else. 
She wasn’t born in India, but didn’t 
she still consider herself as Indian?

Most people don’t intentionally 
try to be discriminatory or mean. 
However, the original blackface/ 
brownface costumes in theatrical 
settings were designed to be derisive 
and abusive to the people they were 
mimicking.

Men wear dresses at costume 
parties, not women. Is skin colour, 
gender, or culture an appropriate 
costume at Halloween? Maybe. 

What is the intention? To make fun of 
a group of people, or to be someone 
you are not.

For this coming election, I want 
to know how the parties are dealing 
with climate change, when will the 
taxes be raised to get the healthcare 
that we deserve, how will young 
people be able to afford tuition 
and housing, are we fully funding 
scientific research, are these plans 
realistic, etc.

Halloween costumes and election 
platforms are one day ‘parties.’ I 
want to know what the long-term 
plan is. Let’s not get distracted from 
the real issues.

Nina George
Crescent Valley

Kaslo student’s 
perspective on 
climate strikes

This is an open letter to the people 
who are telling us that protesting the 
climate crisis is pointless, that we 
do not know what we are doing and 
that we need to calm down. No. I 
will not calm down, I will not sit 
here and listen to a group of grown 
adults bash a 16-year-old girl’s name 
behind the safety of your screens. We 
are at the rallies to make a difference 
and to fix the mistakes you left for us 
to deal with. You were the ones who 
told us as children to stop hiding and 

stand up for what we believe in and 
now that it will impact your lives, 
you tell us to shut up, sit down, you 
can’t change the world. This is an 
open letter to all the people saying 
that we are children, that we are 
political puppets, to all the people 
saying that one ‘whiney’ Swedish 
girl will not bring the revolution. 
We are surrounded by the inspiring 
leaders of the new generations and 
all you can do is bemoan the loss 
of our compliant ways, the fact that 
you challenged us to change and 
we answered your call. This is our 
home and this is a protest for our 
rights to a future where the air is still 
breathable. But you are right, we are 
just children. You do not let us talk 
to your government and you won’t 
let us influence your laws and so, if 
the only way to make real change 
is to stand in the streets and hold a 
sign surrounded by your peers who 
just want the chance of a future, then 
so be it. We will keep making noise 
and will keep waving our “biased 
views” in your face until we are 
heard everywhere. So stop shutting 
us down and calling us puppets. We 
are the future generations and we 
want change now, and it will happen 
with or without you.

Maddox Hahne
Kaslo

Vote Green 
to send clear 
message

A long time ago, I made the 
conscious decision not to bring any 
children into this world. I saw the 
writing on the wall over 50 years 
ago. There is no good end to a 
capitalist system based on constant 
growth. It hasn’t ended our human 
problems, only made them worse. 
It continues to concentrate material 
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wealth into the hands of a few people 
at the expense of the great mass of 
human population – 7.7 billion of us 
and increasing at approximately 90 
million a year.

Whether you wish to believe it 
or not, the biosphere of planet Earth 
has been slowly poisoned for the past 
two centuries and is now beginning to 
fail. The biosphere is the life support 
system for all life. It is all life. All 
life makes life possible. Life supports 
life. If you think that the dieback of 
birds and bees, of coral reefs, of the 
oceans’ fish, the burning of forests, 
are no big deal, that we humans don’t 
really need any other species of life 
on planet Earth, well, then you can’t 
understand why the children took to 
the streets instead of going to school 
on September 20 and 27. Why go to 
school to learn how to survive in a 
world that will simply not exist in the 
not-too-distant future?

If you want the status quo, 
business as usual, the rich get richer 
and the poor get poorer while the 
Earth continues to heat up, then vote 
for the Liberals or Conservatives or 
NDP or even the PPC. If you want to 
be able to look your children in the 
face and tell them you do understand 
why they have taken to the streets and 
why they will continue to take to the 
streets until the grown-ups get serious 
about what is actually happening on 
planet Earth, you will vote Green. 
The Green vote is the only vote that 
sends the clear message that the 
‘same old same old’ just doesn’t cut 
it anymore.

Michael Brown
New Denver

Police state?
Recently our British Columbia 

government passed the Cannabis 
Control and Licensing Act (CCLA). 
This Act, more than ironically, strips 
away civil rights which were afforded 
to British Columbians prior to the 
‘legalization’ of cannabis use.

A special police force named 
the Community Safety Unit (CSU) 
has been formed under the Act. How 
safe should we feel? The Act grants 
to the CSU the authority to enter any 
premises without a warrant. While 
ostensibly aimed at illegal cannabis, 
it does not require imagination to 
understand how this precedent can 
lead to any number of serious abuses. 
The CSU also has the power to issue 
administrative penalties (fines to 
those of us who do not understand 
politician speak) which can be very, 
very large. This is prior to any recourse 
to the courts. Can we remember when 
some people thought that mandatory 
minimum sentencing by the courts was 
poor legislation? Does reduction of 
your civil rights warrant an expression 
of concern from you to your MLA? 
(Michelle.Mungall.MLA@leg.bc.ca; 
Katrine.Conroy.MLA@leg.bc.ca)

Did we, after all, vote for a police 
state?

Allyn Steward
Kaslo

Time for 
progressive 
parties to 
contemplate a 
merger

The political choice – at least in 
this part of Canada – is not between 
the Liberals and Conservatives. 
It is between the two business-as-
usual parties that take turns running 
the country as if they own it, and 
progressives who want Canada 
to treat its citizens fairly and deal 
seriously with the climate crisis. 
Nowadays the progressive portion of 
the electorate has grown to be about 
as large as either of the traditional 
ruling parties, yet it seldom elects 
enough MPs to seriously influence 
the direction of the country.

We  a l l  k n o w  w h y.  T h e 
progressives continually compete 
against each other, instead of 
following their own core philosophy 
– which is to cooperate for the 
common good. The progressive 
Greens and New Democrats have 
more in common with each other 
than either has with the ruling parties 
that cater to big business to the 
detriment of the environment and 
social welfare. Yet by refusing to 
cooperate, they repeatedly hand 
over leadership of the nation to those 
whose idea of the public interest is 
growth without restraint or regard for 
the environment that we all depend 
on for survival.

The one thing all the progressives 
agree on is the need for electoral 
reform. Proportional representation 
would allow the progressive parties 
to begin to realize their actual 
political strength. But the established 
rulers of the country will always 
resist any reform that threatens their 
stranglehold on power.

However, there is no need to wait 
for others to do what progressives 
can do for themselves: cooperate to 
exert the influence that democracy 
owes them. The leadership of the 
New Democrats and Greens needs to 
take stock of the common goals of the 
two parties instead of emphasizing 
the relatively minor differences 
between them. They need to worry 
less about preserving their individual 
power structures than preserving the 
planet and enabling all citizens to be 
treated fairly. The partial cooperation 
of the progressive parties in Victoria 
was a positive step, but it’s time to 
contemplate a merger.

It’s unfortunate that in this 
election good-hearted progressive 
people in the Kootenays continue 
to compete with one another and 
in doing so allow political parties 
that are the very last they want 
to see running the country get an 
easy ride to Ottawa. Maybe by the 
next election the common sense of 
grassroots progressives will prevail.

Don Scarlett
Kaslo

NDP or 
Conservative?

The la tes t  po l l  says  the 
Conservatives are pulling ahead of the 
Liberals in the federal election race. 
Without proportional representation, 
the Green Party, for all its excellent 
ideas, doesn’t have a hope of taking 
more than a handful of seats. Hate 
politics is spilling over into Canada 
and so the right wing has picked up 
speed. Just imagine what it would 
be like to have the Conservatives 
back in power in Ottawa. Never 
mind Kafkaesque, we’d have son-
of-Harperesque – the rich 1% lining 
their own pockets at the expense of 
the planet and the other 99% of us. 

The CBC reported: “With the 
most electoral districts west of 
Ontario (42), and provincial polls 
showing no one party dominating, the 
potential exists for an election night 
where the five million people west of 
the Rockies determine which party 
ends up forming government.” We 
may think of this riding as securely 
NDP but the model of electoral 
projections based on opinion polls, 
electoral history and demographic 
data at http://338canada.com/ shows 
that it could well go Conservative. So 
every vote counts.

We must try to get as many 
progressive voices back in Ottawa 
as possible, especially given that the 
United Nations has given us little 
more than a decade to turn climate 
change around. After that, a climate 
change study shows that the Slocan 
Valley will have so many more forest 
fires that we could eventually be 
burned out at valley bottom and look 
like the parched Okanagan. More 
intense floods, freak storms, killing 
heat and other devastation will run 
amok the world over, as scientists 
have been saying for years. The 
International Union for Conservation 
of Nature tells us that one in four 
species is at risk of extinction. 

So who will help represent not 
just ordinary people but other critters 
that keep the whole web of life 
working? I think Richard Cannings 
has proven he’s an honest, hard-
working, deeply caring man who’s 
in politics for the right reasons. He’s 
an internationally respected biologist 
and author of many books about 
nature. He truly gets that climate 
change will kill ever more of us and 
our companions on this planet and so 
we must act immediately, knowing 
that doing so is a chance to create 
good green jobs. Over the past few 
years as I’ve got to know Richard, 
I’ve come to have great respect for 
him. He takes time to meet people 
all over the South Okanagan-West 
Kootenay riding to hear what their 
concerns are and take them to Ottawa. 
Please consider supporting him and, 
if you can help, please contact his 
office at https://richardcannings2019.
ndp.ca/, 250 365-2792 (Castlegar). 

Anne Champagne
New Denver

Vote for the 
change you 
know has to 
happen

In the words of Greta Thunberg: 
“How dare you pretend you are 
fit to govern!” For most of the 
last 32 years we have lived in this 
community, one or sometimes two of 
you political parties have held office 
at a provincial and federal level. Yet 
the best you can do in this election is 
point fingers at each other and make 
empty promises that you won’t keep.

Now in our 60s (almost 70 for 
Andy), we want to leave behind 
a world that is safe and fit for our 
children and grandchildren to live 
in – not one that is diminished in 
hope and opportunity because of 
an overpowering greed for money, 
which is also causing the rapid loss 
of other life forms and even putting 
our own human species at risk.

Like Greta we are angry, but we 
are also sad and ashamed at the fact 
that a 16-year-old girl and millions 
of children and youth have to take 
to the streets to demand that they 
have a future.

We adults are supposed to protect 
and nurture our children and youth, 
and help them build a future life – not 
destroy it before their very eyes. At 
an event on climate change where we 
live, one youth said: “You know the 
science, so stop electing politicians 
who won’t do anything about climate 
change. Please follow the young 
peoples’ lead and think carefully 
before you vote in this Canadian 
federal election. We ask you to put 
aside your own immediate needs 
and think about the immediate need 
of the coming generations to have a 
world that will support them.”

Just like our parents’ generation 
fought a war so that we could be 
safe, we need to honestly assess 
which individuals and platforms in 
this election will work to give our 
children a safe tomorrow that is 
worth living. Our parents’ generation 
did not relish making the sacrifices 
they did during the war, but they did 
it because in their hearts they knew 
it had to be done. So too must we 
make changes to our lifestyles and 
economic organization. 

We have already voted, and Andy 
is now working day and night, in 
Fredericton, to elect another woman 
from the Green Party to sit in the 
House of Commons.

How many of you will join us 
in electing an MP who will roll up 
their sleeves to help address climate 
change, and no longer pretend that 
business-as-usual politics or lip 
service to the issue without actually 
doing anything will save the day? As 
always the choice is yours, but do 
you have the courage and conviction 
to vote for the change you know has 
to happen?
Andy Shadrack and Gail Bauman

Kaslo

May wonders 
never cease

Re: ‘Jumbo Valley to stay wild: 
Court of Appeals agrees resort not 
substantially started,’ VV August 15 
- Thomas Lovejoy coined biodiversity 
in 1980. He now advocates that we 
not only keep all our current, whole 
ecosystems, but we also restore 
degraded ones. He says that will 
be a big help to correcting Earth’s 
warming problem. He says wild 
places are in decline everywhere. 
Habitat destruction is the leading 
cause. Corporations and governments 
continue to harvest the public’s wild 
ecosystems. He emphasizes the need 
to restore all ecosystems immediately 
around the world to correct centuries 
of destructive degradation.

And the still-wild Jumbo area 
continues functioning as part of the 
well-established ecosystem vitally 
necessary as part of a much larger 
ecosystem which helps to keep the 
lay-of-the-land healthy and perfectly 
balanced.

The May 2019 United Nations 
Biodiversity Report says human 
activity has “severely altered 75 
percent of the land environments. 
The loss of species is now happening 
at tens of hundreds times as fast as 
the average rate over the past million 
years and poses a dire threat to 
ecosystems all over the world.”

Scientists say that there will need 
to be massive investments in forests.

A while ago at a David Suzuki 
lecture, David said there should 
be no more harvesting wild forests 
(basically no more harvesting of 
pristine ecosystems). Tree farms are 
for harvesting, or, second or third 
growth planted forests. I was in step 
with that idea at the time and still am. 
No doubt the planet would be in better 
shape than it is now should that have 
happened.

So, here are some of us in 
industrial nations having raced to the 
top rung of the materialism ladder 
only to acknowledge we’ve nearly 
killed our home planet Earth - Mother 
Nature - GAIA.

At this point being involved with 
helping keep the Jumbo ecosystem 
wild for 32 plus years, we can only 
shrug and laugh together and be 
grateful for the bigger, pristine, 
biodiverse, wild ecosystem called 
Qat’muk in the Ktunaxa language. 
And it’s the Ktunaxa Nation who 
will pull it all together and hold it in 
perpetuity. With this unexpected turn 
of events, I, and many others I’m sure, 
feel a huge relief for the long distant 
future of the huge and very healthy 
Jumbo ecosystem. Ahhhh ….

These are the last words you’ll 
hear from me in reference to the West 
Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo Wild. 
And my Jumbo thanks to my Jumbo 
partner, Zan Mautner, Argenta, whose 
willing fingers typed and sent out all 
the Jumbo news all these years.

Rowena Eloise
Nelson
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by Jan McMurray
• SD10 successfully filled 16 teacher 

positions for the 2019-20 school year, 
but is still looking for bus drivers and 
qualified people to do casual work 
as custodians, education assistants, 
school secretaries and bus drivers. “This 
past spring and summer have been 
very difficult in our efforts to recruit 
employees to the school district – a now 
common rural dilemma,” Superintendent 
Terry Taylor says in her September report 
to the board of education. “We posted 16 
teacher jobs and in a number of cases, 
had to repost five or six times in order to 
hire teachers; the same was true for the 
teaching Vice Principal role at Lucerne 
which we posted five times.”

Taylor says the market has shifted, 
and teachers now have their pick of jobs. 
“The competition to attract teachers to 
BC school districts is intense and we 
are finding this year in particular that 
teachers are ‘shopping around,’ having 
interviews and then once offered a 
position, choosing other jobs. We have 

School District 10 Superintendent’s Report: Lots of new staff, despite recruitment challenges
been told that because we are small and 
isolated, teaching in our district is less 
attractive than in a larger centre, resulting 
in teachers turning down job offers.”

Taylor says she has spoken to 
the Deputy Minister and Assistant 
Deputy Minister about these recruitment 
challenges.

The school district had many 
positions to fill this year, not just to 
replace staff who are on leave, have 
retired or have moved on, but also to 
fill new positions that have opened up. 
Increased funding from the ministry for 
rural and remote districts and increased 
enrolment in SD10 have allowed for 
these new positions in the budget.

The district welcomes new 
employees and employees new to their 
positions: Peter Dubinsky as the new 
Director of Learning; at NSS: Karlee 
Cook (electives teacher), Dominic 
Raso (math teacher), Jared Strand 
(humanities, outdoor education teacher); 
at NES: Hannah Boomer (PE, outdoor 
ed, Indigenous ed teacher), Michelle 

Jackson (grade 3-4 teacher), Biz Tupper 
(K-1 teacher), Andrea Volansky (grade 
5-6 teacher), Brent Cook (vice-principal 
and classroom support teacher), Michele 
Hildebrand (education assistant), 
Faye Fox (custodian); at Lucerne: 
Margot Baker (secondary English, 
electives teacher), Kyoko Conne (K-1 
teacher), Donna Hicks (intermediate and 
secondary teacher), Debbie Dubinsky 
(grade 2-3 teacher), Mark Lada (school 
counsellor, secondary teacher), Justin 
Bisson (vice-principal, intermediate/ 
secondary teacher), Suzanne King 
(education assistant), Bob Gould 
(Eastern zone bus driver); at BES: Kristi 
Mortell-Leblanc (K-4 literacy support 
teacher), Ken Rogers (custodian and 
BES bus driver).

• The school year began with 460 
students enrolled, up from 451 in June 
and down from the projected 469. 
Nakusp Secondary, Nakusp Elementary 
and Burton Elementary have more 
students than last year (NSS 124 vs 118 
in June, NES 175 vs 169 in June and BES 

18 vs 14 in June); Edgewood Elementary 
has the same number of students as last 
year (15); and Lucerne has 86 students 
– down from 90 in June. The Arrow 
Lakes Distributed Learning School has 
42 students, compared to 45 in June.

• A child care centre been proposed 
for two unused classrooms at Lucerne 
School. Two grant applications have 
been submitted for the Goat Mountain 
Kids Child Care Centre, which would 
create 16 new spaces for 0-5 year-olds 
and 24 after school spaces for 5-11 year-
olds. The school district, in collaboration 
with the Goat Mountain School Society 
and a local child care committee, 
submitted the grant applications to 
CBT and the Ministry of Children 
and Family Development. “Many 
thanks to Goat Mountain Society and 
especially to Sara Wearmouth and Julia 
Greenlaw of the Child Care Committee 
for their assistance gathering some of the 
extensive documentation required for 
these grant submissions,” Superintendent 
Terry Taylor says in her report.

• The engineer has submitted 
drawings for the climbing wall at 
NSS, but not the bouldering wall. The 
climbing wall plans involve more 
extensive structural alterations to the 
school building than anticipated, and 
additional labour costs. An updated 
timeline and budget has been provided 
to Columbia Basin Trust, the funder, for 
their consideration.

• The school district has received 
grants from several organizations: 
$15,200 from the Columbia Basin Trust 
Basin Plays program for physical literacy 
activities, $1,500 from the Nakusp 
and Area Community Foundation for 
after school late bus transportation so 
more students can attend after school 
programs at NSS and NES, $3,500 
from the Nakusp and Area Community 
Foundation to support after school 
activities with a fine arts focus at NES, 
$3,500 from the ArtStarts program for 
dance programs at NES and NSS, and 
$5,000 from RDCK Area K for the 
Summit Lake Ski Program.

submitted by BCGEU
On Tuesday, October 8, members 

of the BC Government and Service 
Employees’ Union (BCGEU) working 
on the Arrow Lakes, Francois Lake 
and Adams Lake ferries will resume 
bargaining with the ferries’ operators – 
WaterBridge Ferries and WaterBridge 
Equipment.

The enti ty that  owns both 
WaterBridge Ferries and WaterBridge 
Equipment has invited the union back to 
the bargaining table to present a proposal 
on behalf of both companies that it says 
will address the union’s concerns. The 
negotiations will take place in Kelowna.

Arrow Lakes ferry workers invited back to negotiating table
“I think this is a good sign that these 

employers have heard our members’ 
concerns,” says Stephanie Smith, 
BCGEU president. “I’m hoping the 
new proposal puts the sustainability 
of the ferry service and the needs of 
our members and ferry-dependent 
communities ahead of profits. That 
would set a new bar for other operators 
of inland ferry routes.”

BCGEU inland ferry workers on 
routes operated by WaterBridge Ferries, 
WaterBridge Equipment and Western 
Pacific Marine have been without a 
contract since March 2019. Negotiations 
broke down on June 5 when all three 

employers rejected the union’s proposal 
for industry standard compensation and 
investment in recruitment and succession 
planning.

“Our members’ objective hasn’t 
changed throughout this process. They 
want a collective agreement that ensures 
the long-term sustainability of the ferry 
service through investments in the 
workforce,” says Smith. “They have 
never wavered from that, and their 
solidarity is strong.”

The  inv i t a t ion  to  r esume 
negotiations with WaterBridge Ferries 
and WaterBridge Equipment comes just 
as the labour board is expected to issue 

a ruling to set essential service levels 
for the Arrow Lakes, Francois Lake and 
Adams Lake ferries in the event of job 
action. Essential service hearings began 
in September and ended late Wednesday, 
October 2.

The BCGEU has not received an 
invitation to resume bargaining from 
Western Pacific Marine (WPM), which 
operates the ferries on Kootenay Lake. 
As with WaterBridge, the union seeks 
to establish a collective agreement 
through bargaining and not arbitration 
or mediation.

All three employers maintain 
service contracts with the Ministry 

of Transportation. The inland ferry 
services were initially contracted 
out under the previous BC Liberal 
government. As operating costs have 
increased, the employers have failed to 
retain workers with industry standard 
compensation and adhere to guidelines 
around successorship and training that 
would ensure safety requirements are 
met and local knowledge of the lakes 
are passed down.

The BCGEU is one of the largest 
and fastest growing unions in BC with 
more than 79,000 members working in 
almost every community and economic 
sector in the province.

by Art Joyce 
The grand opening for the new 

playground at New Denver’s Lucerne 
School was held on October 7. We 
caught up with School District #10 
Superintendent Terry Taylor to find 
out about the project. 

Tell us about the new playground 
– what are some of its key features 
and what makes it unique? 

Probably the most important 
feature of the playground is that it 
allows lots more choice for students 
in how they play and are active. The 
structures are integrated and allow 
for groups of kids to play together or 
individual students to engage in play. 
In seeing students use the equipment, 
they love it and are finding creative 
ways to have fun and be physically 
active. 

Is this playground design unique 
to Lucerne or one that will be 
adopted across the school district? 

The children in the elementary 
school and preschool and their parents 
were key designers of the playground. 
They thought about what they liked 
in the old playground, pored through 
lots of designs and brochures that the 
company who provided the equipment 
provided and really considered their 
own use and their younger peers 
use of the play spaces. They used 
an empathic design process that is 
embedded in the Applied Design 

submitted
The Friends of the Lardeau River 

and Mt Willet Wilderness Forever say 
they are delighted to have Joe Foy as 
guest speaker at the Argenta Hall, 7 pm 
Wednesday October 23. 

Foy is the Co-Executive Director 
of the Wilderness Committee, 
a Vancouver-based wilderness 
preservation organization with  more 
than 60,000 supporters from across 
Canada. He has 30 years of experience 

working to protect wilderness, old-
growth forests and wildlife habitat 
areas in BC and has been one of 
the Wilderness Committee’s leading 
spokespersons. 

Foy will discuss and present 
images of some of the past and current 
Wilderness Committee campaigns to 
expand the protected area system on 
the BC coast. He will touch on former 
hard-fought wilderness preservation 
campaigns in the region including Stein 

Valley, Siska Valley, Pinecone Burke, 
Elaho Valley and Lost Creek Valley. He 
will also talk about current initiatives 
to secure protection in the Manning 
Park Donut Hole and for spotted owl 
habitat areas.

The presentation will include a 
vision of the future that includes a 
protected area system that covers at least 
50% of the land base and that respects 
wildlife habitat including caribou, as 
well as Indigenous rights and title.

Lucerne School gets new playground
and Skills Technology curriculum 
to consider the needs of the user and 
design with that in mind. It was so 
cool to have a real project and have 
voice in designing structures that 
will last for decades to come. The 
company who was successful in 
the RFP process builds playgrounds 
across BC and Canada and are well 
known for their ability to customize 
designs for the physical space and 
the play needs of a particular school 
community. 

Where does the design come 
from and who built it? 

At one point, our Manager of 
Operations had his entire office 
plastered with the children’s drawings 
and designs. It took some work 
to distill their creative designs 
into workable and within budget 
structures, yet clearly the playground 
at Lucerne is a success as a result 
of the kids’ imagination and design 
thinking and Art Olson’s patience 
and skills. Our SD10 maintenance 
team of two carpenters – James 
Peterson and Riley Gerber – and 
our groundskeeper, Wes Coleman, 
installed the equipment. They did 
a tremendous job and the primary 
children at Lucerne have written thank 
you cards and acknowledgements in 
appreciation. 

What funding sources were used 
to build it? 

We are very grateful to the Ministry 
of Education who provided all the 
funding for this new playground. 
Schools across the district and the 

province are in dire need of repair 
and replacement and the ministry has 
been assisting with these projects for 
the past year. Lucerne’s playground 

was chosen by the ministry as the 
old playground equipment no longer 
met safety standards and desperately 
needed replacement. 

Joe Foy to speak at Argenta Hall, October 23
The grand opening for the new playground at New Denver’s Lucerne School was held on October 7.
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SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

DR. JEFFREY 
J. HUNT, 

Naturopathic Physician
Now practicing in 

Slocan City
27 Years’ Experience
www.drjeffhunt.com 
250-368-6999

Advertise in the Valley Voice.  
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details  
 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS
The provincial campfire ban has been lifted and campfires 
are once again permitted within the municipal boundaries.  All 
residents and visitors are reminded that outdoor burning is 
regulated within the Village of New Denver and permits are 
required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires contained 
within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface area not greater 
than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured gas, coal 
or electric barbecue.  In the event that current provincial bans 
on open burning are lifted, burning permits will be available at 
no cost from the Village Office between September 30th and 
November 15th.  Links to information about provincial fire bans 
and forest use restrictions can be found on the Village’s website.

PREPARING FOR WINTER 
SNOWPLOWING

The Village of New Denver reminds residents that snow removal 
is a priority over the winter months.  The Village requests 
your cooperation in removing items from the lanes, alleys and 
boulevards so that plowing can be done efficiently and safely.  

RAT REPORTING
If you would like to report rat sightings please contact 
NewDenverRatPatrol@gmail.com.   

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

COMMUNITY

by Katrine Campbell
Far from punishing students who 

walked out of class in New Denver 
September 20 to join the world-
wide Climate Strike, School District 
#10 superintendent Terry Taylor is 
thanking them, and she cleared the 
way for future strikes. 

“Thanks so much to the Lucerne 
Social Justice Class for your strong 
voices in raising awareness and 
taking action about the climate crisis 
our planet faces. Your advocacy and 
voice is so very important to us all, 
and I applaud your leadership.”

Taylor sent an email to staff two 
days before the following week’s 
event “to ensure that any students 
in our district who choose, as [they] 
have done, are supported in their 
advocacy and that parent permission 

School District 10 supports student activists on climate change
is obtained so that student safety is 
also considered.”

A group from Nakusp Secondary 
also joined the climate strike 
September 27, although Taylor said 
she didn’t actually know it was going 
to happen until the last minute.

“There’s a lot of great student 
advocacy in Nakusp,” she said.

As reported in the September 26 
issue of the Valley Voice, the LESS 
group marched through New Denver 
carrying signs protesting inaction 
on climate change, and visited the 
Village office to learn what steps 
council and staff have taken to reduce 
the Village’s carbon footprint.

Taylor also invited students 
to attend meetings of the district 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  E d u c a t i o n 
Committee. 

“It would be fantastic if members 
of your class were able to attend 
in person or via video conference, 
as [at] our first meeting we will be 
considering a Climate Action Charter 
for the school district. Your voices 
matter, and we would love to have 
your input to what actions we can put 
in place in our schools and district 
to address the climate emergency.”

Asked why she and the district 
encouraged the student climate 
strikes, Taylor said “because youth 
advocacy is really important in terms 
of changing the world. Supporting 
our young people’s efforts to make a 
difference is part of what education is 
about. They are using their learning, 
their critical thinking to make 
decisions and have the courage to 
demonstrate to adult allies and the 

community that climate change is 
happening. They are paying attention 
and taking action.”

The superintendent’s email to 
staff asked them to ensure that 
students who were striking for 
climate action who missed tests, 
major assignments or demonstrations 
of learning were given opportunities 
to make up that missed work without 
penalty. In addition, they were to 
ensure that “any secondary student 
who plans to attend a climate action 
protest has signed parent permission 
to miss school, and that elementary 
students are excused and released 
from school only when accompanied 
by a parent or guardian. 

“We recognize that teachers 
may choose to continue designing 
learning activities for students in 

alignment with BC curriculum, 
engage in discussion about current 
events regarding the climate action 
protests, explore the differing views 
on this topic, examine the climate 
science that exists, and discuss ways 
we all may take action as individuals, 
in our classrooms, in our schools, 
and in our community or beyond to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
deal with this climate emergency.”

SD10 has taken a number of 
steps to save energy, including 
installing LED lights across the 
district and solar panels on three 
school buildings and reducing heat 
when the building is empty. They 
are looking to purchase more energy-
efficient vehicles and exploring the 
potential of buying an electric school 
bus for a future replacement.

by Katrine Campbell
The New Denver Marina, 

managed by the Slocan Lake Boating 
Association, has partnered with the 
Central Kootenay Invasive Species 
Society (CKISS) to become the first 
‘Invasive Wise Marina’ in the Central 
Kootenays, with the goal of helping 
to protect Slocan Lake from the threat 
of invasive species. 

According to CKISS, many 
invasive species threaten BC’s 
aquatic ecosystems, but the most 
pressing issue is the possible 
introduction of zebra and quagga 
mussels. Originally from Europe, 
these tiny organisms have infested 
lakes and rivers throughout eastern 
North America and have now spread 
as far west as Montana. Infested 
regions suffer millions of dollars in 
damage annually to hydroelectric 
and municipal water supplies, 
reduced tourism, and immeasurable 
ecological damage. 

The Invasive Wise Marina 

New Denver Marina commits to protecting Slocan Lake
program will provide tools, resources 
and training to help marinas promote 
awareness and best practices in the 
boating community. By committing 
to be ‘Invasive Wise,’ the New 
Denver Marina will encourage 
boaters to Clean, Drain, Dry their 
equipment in order to prevent the 
introduction and spread of aquatic 
invasive species. 

The SLBA’s Wendy King 
says the association has received a 
‘Clean, Drain, Dry’ sign which will 
be erected at the marina. In addition, 
the moorage agreement with all the 
SLBA members has an invasive 
species clause that will be expanded 
to include any additional regulatory 
requirements. 

“The marina and its members are 
aware of the mussel situation and have 
had a discussion on how we can do 
our part in the prevention,” says Eric 
Steinbach, the SLBA commodore. 
“Any new members are advised to 
wash and confirm they are clean prior 

to launching and those who load and 
frequent other areas are advised the 
same: wash and inspect prior to re-
launching.”

Several years ago, the Slocan 
Solutions Society donated wash 
stations for the boat launches in 
New Denver and Silverton. Richard 
Johnson, Slocan Solutions Society 
chair, says the unit in Silverton is in 
use but the Village of New Denver set 
up its station at the boat launch, put it 
in storage in the Public Works yard for 
the winter, and didn’t use it after that. 

The New Denver station’s first 
location was on the boat ramp near the 
Kohan Garden. The Village planned 
to move it farther from the lake to 
avoid runoff back into the water, 
but was worried about liability and 
insurance risk if kids started playing 
with the high-pressure water hose. 
Johnson suggested the SLBA could 
ask for the station and install it at the 
marina, making it easier for members 
to clean their boats.

Steinbach acknowledged the 
mussels are not the only danger; 
didymo, or ‘rock snot’ is an invasive 
diatom, and onshore plants such 
as spotted knapweed need to be 
eradicated.

“The invasive weeds in the 
parking area of the marina have 
been graciously looked after by the 
Darkwater Dragons team,” Steinbach 
said. “They have gone through and 
plucked as much as they could. 
This is an ongoing concern and 
unfortunately, this year has been a 
busy one for most and to organize a 
work party to do a major cleaning on 
all fronts has been difficult. Having 
said that, we still hope to pull that off 
this fall when things start to unwind.”

CKISS asks the public to report 
any boat that they suspect might 
be carrying invasive mussels to the 
RAPP hotline: 1-877-952-7277.

submitted
An infestation of rats is currently 

causing a great degree of concern in 
New Denver. 

The issue first arose from a question 
posted on the community Facebook 
page which received immediate and 
overwhelming response. People all over 
the northern half of New Denver reported 
sightings and killings, as many as 13 at 
one location. Smaller numbers have been 
reported in the Orchard and in Silverton. 
On October 2, the discussion moved to a 
new Facebook group, Rat & Pest Patrol 
New Denver / Silverton / and Area. The 
group maintains a map of sightings and 
killings and people are asked to report 
to the page.

Some residents have been urging 
others to not use poison or kill traps, to 
keep other small animals or pets safe. 
Live trapping allows users to kill rats 
(drowning is the preferred method) but 
set free other animals.

WildSafeBC can help provide 
education on what measures to follow 
but it will take a concerted community 
effort to address the issue. It suggests a 
variety of actions to make your property 
less attractive to rats.  

Managing attractants will help manage rats
“Managing attractants is always the 

key to keeping wildlife away … Rats 
cannot survive without food, water and 
habitat. The best way to address a rat 
problem is to examine your property 
for these elements. Trapping will help 
but without managing attractants, the 
problem will persist.

It is essential that you remove 
all sources of food and water and all 
potential habitats.” 

- Store garbage in pest-proof 
containers with secure lids. Rinse 
your container with water and vinegar 
regularly to remove odours.

- Maintain proper composting 
protocol or use a pest-proof composting 
container. Rotate your compost 
frequently, use lime, cover all food 
scraps, enclose the composter with wire 
if it is open at the top or bottom. 

- Do not leave pet food or treats 
outdoors. 

- Clean up all fallen fruit and nuts 
from your trees.

- Do not leave food or waste in 
animal enclosures.

- Put away bird feeders or clean up 
fallen seeds frequently.

- Look for leaks in plumbing or 

garden hoses.
- Remove water from bird baths and 

cover pools and whirlpools.
- Keep building perimeters clear of 

plantings, stored lumber or junk.
- Trim plants near buildings so 

that 15 to 20 cm (6 to 8 inches) above 
ground is clear, and trim branches of 
trees or shrubs to prevent access to roofs 
or balconies.

- Remove unused piles of lumber 
and old sheds.

- Do not store old cars or furniture 
outside.

- Store lumber and firewood on 
stands 30 cm to 45 cm (12 to 18 inches) 
off the ground.

- Cover crawl spaces, fresh air and 
attic vents with 6 mm (1/4 inch) metal 
screening or steel mesh.

- Seal any possible entry points in 
the building exterior that are greater than 
6 mm (1/4 inch). Pay close attention to 
door jams and gaps between the siding 
and the house foundation. If you have 
roof rats don’t forget to check for holes 
in areas of the roof.

- Repair cracks in cement footings 
and foundations.

- Build sheds on concrete slabs.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

COMMUNITY

Slocan 
Community 
Health Care 

Auxiliary Society
AGM

Nov 6, 2019
2 pm

Education Room 
Slocan Health Care 

Centre

submitted
On September 27 Lila Strand 

read her children’s book to a 
group of young students from WE 
Graham Community School. From 
the moment she began reading 
The Star Children everyone in the 
library (children and adults alike) 
were captivated by her expressive 
presentation of the story.

The Star Children is a beautiful 
story that creates a porthole to a 
poetic nature-world set apart. The 

Author’s reading at Slocan Community Library
book takes you into something 
that is, hopefully, part of every 
growing child’s experience – a deep 
connection to nature that builds our 
core of being. 

In the story both little stars and 
little humans enjoy revelling and 
romping freely in nature. It points to 
experiences engaging the body and 
senses fully, but also the feelings 
and soul are engaged with life and 
livingness.

In the story, the archetypal 
Mother-of-Us-All gives guidance 
and help, but more importantly, she 
gives a cautionary instruction – when 
you go to the earth world you lose the 
connection to her. You might get lost 
and not be able to return. To hear her 
voice on planet Earth, to know what 
you should do, could be difficult. 
What will happen to them?

The Mother-of-Us-All has told 
them how to get back to the Sky 
World, and they have promised 
they will remember. But can they 
manage? 

The story ends with a real cliff-
hanger and all in attendance at this 
book reading are now anxiously 
awaiting the sequel to The Star 

Children. 
Illustrations in this beautiful 

book were also produced by Strand, 
who is an accomplished artist along 

with being a talented storyteller. For 
more information about Lila Strand 
or to purchase a copy of The Star 
Children visit www.lilastrand.com

On September 27 Lila Strand read her children’s book to a group of young students from WE Graham Community School.

submitted
If you play a musical instrument, 

dust it off and join the Slocan Valley 
Community Band every Thursday 
evening when members come 
together for the love of music. 
Practices resumed for the season on 
September 19.

The band has fun playing pop 
tunes, jazz and swing medleys, old 
favourites, the occasional march, 
and timeless classical melodies. The 
music happens in the band room 
at WE Graham School in Slocan 
every Thursday evening starting at 
6:30 pm.

The band welcomes players of 
all ages who have some musical 
experience and who can read music. 
Current band members range from 
teenagers to seasoned musical 
veterans in their 80s.

The Slocan Valley Community 
Band, under the leadership of 
musical great Gail Elder, has 
been together since 1982 and has 
performed at community events 
such  as  Remembrance  Day 

The Slocan Valley Community Band practices every Thursday evening at WE Graham School 
in Slocan and welcomes new members.

Blow your own horn with the Slocan Valley Community Band
commemorations, New Denver and 
Winlaw May Day and Water Day 
events, Silverton’s Christmas by the 
Lake, the Slocan Valley Garden Tour, 
Canada Day celebrations, etc. The 
band brings musical joy to residents 
at the Pavilion and other seniors’ 
residences in Passmore and Nelson. 
Last spring the band joined the 
Vallican Whole Community Choir 
for a joint concert and was featured at 
the Whole’s arts and culture festival 
in June.

Experience the joy of making 
music with others and have a great 
night out. Band members are drawn 
from the length of the Slocan Valley, 
from Hills in the north to the South 
Slocan junction and beyond, so car-
pooling rides can be arranged.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
contact Gail Elder at 250-355-

2459 (evenings) or by e-mail at 
brendagailelder@gmail.com

submitted
The Slocan Valley Community 

Legacy Society applauds two of this 
year’s grant recipients who have made 
significant progress on their projects. 

The Slocan Lake Garden Society 
has repaired the Kohan Garden pond. 
If you visited the garden last year, 
you may have noticed that the pond 
wasn’t in service. A troublesome leak 
has been mended and soon a winter 
cover will be in place. The Kohan 
Garden is one of the jewels of New 
Denver. During your next visit, check 
out the pond. 

The Sinixt Curriculum Project 
developed lesson plans for educators 
presenting Sinixt culture and teachings 
to students and the general public. 
The lesson plans are instructional 
suggestions based on Not Extinct: 
Keeping the Sinixt Way, an audio 
file and book collection honouring 
the oral tradition of Sinixt stories. 
The lesson plans help teachers and 
students to develop cross-cultural 
perspectives that set a path for a 
deeper cultural exchange. 

The Slocan Valley Community 
Legacy Society commends all eight 
2019 grant recipients. You can read 

Legacy fund investments pay off 
all the previous grants on the Society 
website slocanvalleylegacy.com/.

The grant money comes from 
interest accrued to the Society’s 
endowment fund. As generous 

donations by community members 
build the principal, more interest 
will be available for the many 
deserving organizations that enrich 
our communities.

by Katrine Campbell
WE Graham Community School 

in Slocan is getting a big boost for 
its library, thanks to book-loving 
community members and Indigo Love 
of Reading Foundation’s Adopt a 
School program. The school applied 
online, was chosen to participate and 
‘adopted’ by Coles in Nelson, an 
Indigo store. 

Principal Mike Hurley, Tanya 
Wright and school librarian Shannon 
O’Hara filled in the application in 
the late spring, and heard in mid-July 
WE Graham had been chosen. Hurley 
said they did their best to get the 
word out to the community using the 
school’s newsletter. Despite the limited 
publicity, response both online and in-
store was good, he added.

Through the program, 114 books 
from the school’s wish list had been 
donated by October 4; the program 
closed October 6. 

Lots of books coming for WEG library
“Each school’s unique registry will 

consist of 50 books for supporters to 
shop during the campaign,” says Indigo. 
“When a book is purchased from a 
school’s registry, Indigo will double 
the impact of each customer’s donation 
by providing an additional copy of that 
book to the school, enabling even more 
children and youth to benefit.”

100% of funds raised through in-
store donations are given to the school 
at the end of the program in the form of 
e-gift cards to support the rejuvenation 
of the library, and the school will also 
get a 30% discount off books at Coles 
when using program donations.

In addition to in-store support, 
Indigo provided a free online registry 
platform to all adopted schools. 
Community supporters could purchase 
books from the school’s registry at 
indigo.ca and Indigo will match the 
donation with an additional copy of 
each book purchased.
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by Art Joyce
When they arrived as indentured 

servants and labourers, the British 
Home Children were treated as 
invisible, and for too long they 
remained invisible in Canadian 
history. But no more, thanks to 
determined historians and advocates. 
Since Parliament declared September 
28 national British Home Child 
Day in 2018, local descendants 
of these 100,000 children have 
met to celebrate their legacy. On 
September 27 a group met at the 
Camp Café in Silverton to rekindle 
their history, share family stories, 
and enjoy coffee and cake. Silverton 
Councillor Kerry Gordon was on 
hand to represent the Village. Today 
it’s estimated that as many as 10% 
of Canadians can trace their descent 
from these child immigrants. 

This year marks a special 
historical landmark – the 150th 
anniversary of the first small group of 
boys and girls brought into Canada. 
They arrived in the company of 
English social reformer Maria Rye 
during the first week of November 
1869. Rye had bought a disused jail/ 
courthouse in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
and converted it into a receiving 
home. Children were only boarded 
there long enough to find them 
placements with farmers in various 
southern Ontario communities. Rye 
had become famous in England for 
finding work in the colonies for 
young single British women, but 

British Home Child Day celebrated locally
switched to emigrating children 
in the late 1860s. Although many 
philanthropists of the day such as 
Annie Macpherson, Salvation Army 
founder William Booth and Dr. TJ 
Barnardo were motivated by a desire 
to help the children of Britain’s 
burgeoning poverty problem, Rye 
was more interested in earning a 
profit. She was said to have earned 
a profit of £5 for each child she 
brought to Canada. By the time she 
retired in 1895, she had brought 
4,000 children to Canada. 

Lori Oschefsky, founder of 
British Home Child Advocacy and 
Research Association (BHCARA), 
has been frank about attempts to 
whitewash the child immigration 
movement. “For the most part, these 
children were not picked up from 
the streets but came from intact 
families, who, through sickness or 
even death of one of their parents, 
had fallen on hard times. Because 
there was no social system in place 
to help them get through these 
difficult circumstances, the family 
had no other way than to surrender 
their offspring” to the various 
organizations offering assistance, 
such as Barnardo’s, Quarriers, 
National Children’s Homes, the 
Church of England, Catholic 
Church, etc. Many of these children 
suffered neglect or abuse both in 
the homes and once they arrived in 
Canada. Most were not adopted into 
the families they served – they were 

here to work. 
Oschefsky has coordinated light-

up ceremonies across Canada on 
BHC Day to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary, with nearly 200 
communities participating. 

Former British Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown offered a formal 
public apology to the families on 
February 24, 2010. Several Canadian 
Home Children were invited to 
London for the event. 

“We are sorry that instead of 
caring for them, this country turned 
its back, and we are sorry that the 
voices of these children were not 
always heard and their cries for 
help not always heeded,” Brown 
said in 2010. 

The Canadian government 
has never formally apologized. 
However, a House of Commons 
apology motion endorsed by all 
political parties in Parliament was 

passed unanimously on February 15, 
2017. It recognized “the injustice, 
abuse and suffering endured by 
the British Home Children as well 
as the efforts, participation and 
contribution of these children 
and their descendants within our 
communities.” Aside from building 
up Canada’s agricultural capacity, 
this included 30,000 of them 
enlisting to serve in the two world 
wars.

In celebration of British Home Child Day on September 28, the Camp Café hosted locals who have family connections to the history of the child 
immigration movement. L to R: Gary Roth, Art Joyce, Bev Bartuccio and Lynda Rolfe.
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SADDLE MOUNTAIN HIKING TRAIL
TEMPORARY CLOSURE

Saddle Mountain hiking trail and the upper part of the access road will be  
closed to recreational activities for the safety of the public until further notice.  
An area near and around the hiking trail is being logged under the auspices 
of Interfor  Corporation to salvage timber damaged by windstorms and insect 
infestations.  This active logging may continue over the winter months. The 
logging plan has been developed in cooperation with the Nakusp and Area 
Community Trails Society to ensure the trail will be minimally affected and 
reparations and improvements have been agreed upon.  For further informa-
tion you may contact the Trails Society at nakusptrails@gmail.com

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

MEET MARMALADE!
Marmalade is a neutered 2-year old, male, 
short-haired, orange tabby. He is very sweet, 
likes to play and cuddle and is used to other 
cats. Call PALS today at 250-265-3792 to 
see if Marmalade is the perfect fit for you!
Do you have any homemade items or bak-
ing to kindly donate to the PALS CRAFT 
table at the PALS Creative Hands Craft 
Fair, coming up November 30? Please 
call 250-265-3792. PALS thanks you for 
your continued support!

by Jan McMurray
The emergency department at 

Nakusp’s Arrow Lakes Hospital has 
had to be closed overnight two times 
in the past month.

Nursing shortages cause Nakusp ER department closures
“We are currently down a number 

of permanent nursing staff at Arrow 
Lakes Hospital, with two vacancies 
and another staff member on an 
unplanned leave,” says an Interior 

Health (IH) spokesperson. “We are 
doing everything possible to cover all 
shifts by bringing in staff from other 
communities and using contracted 
agency RNs when available. Recent 
service interruptions were the result of 
a lack of available staff when all options 
were exhausted.”

IH says they’ve been actively 
recruiting to fill three nursing positions 
– two permanent and one casual. 
“We’re fully committed to 24/7 service 
in Nakusp.”

A Community Relief Nurse was 
hired in June to fill shifts as needed in 
Nakusp and New Denver. IH says the 
individual in this position is currently 
away and is expected back in early 2020.

by Art Joyce
The Village of Nakusp has won 

a Wood WORKS! award for the 

Village of Nakusp wins award for Spicer Gardens pergola
reconstruction of its Spicer Gardens 
pergola, built by Madden Timber 
Construction. 

Dave Madden says he used locally 
sourced Douglas fir for the project and 
milled it on his own mill, a service he 
provides as part of his timber framing 
business. 

The pergola had been in place 
since the 1980s and was in need of 
replacement. The Village in its bid 
package had called for a natural 
wood finish, in contrast to the existing 
painted structure. Madden followed 
the original design – an open-roofed 
structure that gracefully follows the 
curve of the waterfront walkway – 
adding only minor modifications for 
better weather protection and “sexier” 
geometry. 

Madden says the project proves 
there’s still money to be made in 
specialty wood products, and that 
the future of the super mills may be 
limited. He notes that local specialty 
manufacturers like Kalesnikoff are 
doing well while larger mills are 
closing, suggesting a good future for 
locally-based value-added providers, 
and more local jobs.

Nakusp also won the Wood 
WORKS! award in 2013 for its 

Kuskanax bridge project. The award 
was established by the Canadian 
Wood Council and is part of the Wood 
First initiative that was adopted some 
years ago by the BC Building Code 
as a first choice building material. 

Nakusp was one of many communities 
across BC to sign onto the initiative.  

The BC government passed its 
Wood First Act in 2009, allowing for 
the first time residential structures 
six storeys tall to be framed in wood. 

Wood WORKS! BC is assisting 
communities with BC’s early adoption 
of the 2020 National Building Code, 
which will increase the maximum 
height limit for wood buildings to 
12 storeys.

submitted
Nakusp and Slocan Lake RCMP 

would like to remind motorists that 
school is back in session. There have 
been reports of motorists passing 
school buses while their lights are 
flashing and the stop sign is out. This 
practice could result in serious injury 
or death to a child.

When a school bus’s lights are 
flashing and the stop sign is engaged, 
motorists coming from all directions 
must stop for the bus and remain 
stopped until the flashing lights are 

RCMP warn drivers: stop for school buses
off and the stop sign is retracted. 
Children getting off the bus need 
to be safe.

• Section 149 of the Motor 
Vehicle Act:

Meeting a School Bus
  149  The driver of a vehicle on 

a highway, on meeting or overtaking 
a school bus

 (a) that is designated as a school 
bus,

 (b) that is stopped on a highway, 
and

 (c) on or near which a sign 

or signal is displayed indicating 
the school bus is receiving or  
discharging school children, must 
stop the vehicle before reaching the 
bus and not proceed until the bus 
resumes motion or the driver of the 
bus signals to other drivers that it is 
safe to proceed.

Fines for failing to stop for a 
school bus are $368 and three points.

Please keep our children safe.
Cpl.  Jaime Moffat ,  NCO 

i/c Nakusp and Slocan Lake 
Detachments

The Village of Nakusp has won a Wood WORKS! award for the reconstruction of its Spicer Gardens pergola, built by Madden Timber Construction. 
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Save Energy and Money Open Houses!
The Regional Energy Efficiency Program (REEP) and FortisBC 
invite you to learn about the free energy saving program.
The Energy Conservation Assistance Program helps income-
qualified customers save energy and money while making 
their homes more energy efficient, comfortable and safe, at 
no cost. Learn more about the program and get help to apply 
at an open house near you. 
October 16 Creston Community Complex - Sunshine Room  
 312 19 Ave N 3 pm – 6 pm
October 17 Kaslo Public Library, 413 4th St 10:00 am – 
 11:30 am
October 17 Slocan Health and Wellness Center, 
 710 Harold Street 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
October 19 Castlegar and District Community 
 Complex, 2101 6 Ave, Castlegar – 
 Columbia Room 10:30 am – 
 1:30 pm
You must also provide proof of income 
(from all sources) for everyone in your 
household over the age of 18. More infor-
mation about proofs of income can be found 
at: https://www.fortisbc.com/rebates/home/
free-home-energy-evaluation-and-upgrades

submitted
The Bosun Hall in New Denver has 

a brand new acrylic floor surface, thanks 
to CBT Community Initiatives grants, 
an Area H Community Development 
grant along with matching funding from 
the Donation Store. The 20-year life 
expectancy will eliminate the need for 
continual sanding and refinishing. 

“We hope that the entire community 
of patrons and renters will appreciate the 
beauty and resiliency of the new floor 
and help to maintain it,” says Carol 

The Bosun Hall has a beautiful new floor – the most recent of many improvements to the facility 
over the years.

New floor at the Bosun Hall in New Denver
Bell of the Lucerne Association for 
Community Education (LACE).

LACE has contracted with the 
Village of New Denver to manage the 
Bosun for the last 18 years. During this 
time, the organization has accessed over 
$51,000 from granting agencies such 
as Columbia Basin Trust, Columbia 
Power, BC Hydro, Kootenay Savings 
Community Foundation and RDCK Area 
H. Local non-profits, private donations 
and various fundraising activities have 
also contributed toward the multiple 

improvements and renovations. A new 
stove to match the fridges will soon be 
in place. Painting and lighting upgrades, 
new tables and chairs, the façade and 
portico, to name only a few of the 
improvements coordinated by LACE, 
have been added gradually as time, 
budget and circumstance allowed. The 
Donation Store has subsidized operating 
funds and provided matching grants.

“While the long-term future of the 
Bosun Hall is uncertain, LACE will 
continue to ensure the hall is available 
and well maintained to serve as an 
attractive multi-purpose gathering place 
for both large and small groups,” says 
Bell. “It has been a labour of love and 
dedication to preserve and improve this 
landmark building.”

Rental rates for the Bosun are printed 
on the brochure available at multiple 
locations, including the Donation Store. 
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submitted
The Kootenay Carshare Co-op is 

in full growth mode, reaching over 
400 members this year. The Kaslo 
fleet is up to three vehicles, including 
a 2017 all-electric Chevrolet Bolt 
that for most out-of-town trips 
costs less than using a gas-powered 
vehicle. Revelstoke has a brand-new 
Tesla in its fleet part-time, and two 

Kootenay Carshare Co-op is innovating and growing
new electric Hyundai Konas with 
over 400 kilometres of range will be 
arriving in Nelson and Revelstoke in 
the coming months.

Between  Nelson ,  Kas lo , 
Revelstoke, and Rossland, the fleet 
now boasts 23 vehicles ranging from 
economy cars to vans and trucks. 
The co-op’s ambitions do not only 
include an increasingly electric fleet 

– the co-op is considering bringing 
in shared electric bikes, too. There 
is no better time to jump on to our 
innovation wagon and become a 
board member. 

The most exciting project for 
rural communities is the carshare’s 
work on introducing peer-to-peer 
carsharing into the region. Think of 
this as the ‘Airbnbing’ of your car. 

Thanks to recent ICBC insurance 
changes, the Kootenay Carshare 
will become a regional platform for 
people in rural and small-town areas 
to earn money by sharing (while 
fully covered by insurance) their 
own vehicle when they’re not using 
it. You still own it and take care of 
it, but whenever you don’t need 
it, you could make it available to 
your local carshare’s fully screened 
membership. This is a win-win 
situation, because it also expands the 
fleet to areas where KCC would have 
lost money maintaining a dedicated, 
full-time fleet. Expanding the fleet 
in this way opens up numerous 
possibilities for people who find 
owning a vehicle too expensive, or 
who would prefer, for example, to 
own a smaller vehicle for day-to-
day use and borrow a larger vehicle, 
like a van or a truck, once or twice 
a week. Bookings can be for as little 
as 15 minutes and just a couple of 
dollars. You probably can’t own 
every type of vehicle out there, but 
with a robust carshare fleet, you’d 

have affordable access to one.
People love carsharing because 

of the variety of vehicles available 
and the predictable pay-as-you-go 
model. No need to spend time or 
money dealing with surprise, time-
consuming repairs and scheduled 
maintenance.

Businesses and NGOs are using 
the Kootenay Carshare, as well, to 
cut down on their fleet costs. North 
Kootenay Lake Community Services 
Society, The Sentinel, Nelson 
CARES, Au Soleil Levant Bakery, 
City of Nelson, Regional District 
of Central Kootenay, EcoSociety, 
Discover Circus, Central Kootenay 
Invasive Species Society, and Cover 
Architecture are all proud members.

Many new policies having been 
accompanying all this growth. With 
more and more members who rely 
on the carshare, an emergency 
evacuation plan has been put in 
place. The co-op is also tackling 
the issue of distracted driving and 
rigorous monthly and seasonal 
inspections of all of our vehicles.

All of these developments are 
helping to make the carshare a great 
alternative to a second (or first!) 
vehicle for more and more kinds of 
people. With both full and casual 
membership options, take a closer 
look to see whether carsharing 
might make sense for you, even 
if only from time-to-time. Learn 
more about this local co-op at www.
carsharecoop.ca.

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call 358-7218 
for details 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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by Moe Lyons
On Friday, October 4, a large 

and boisterous crowd of people 
from both sides of Kootenay 
Lake gathered at the Balfour ferry 
terminal to be part of a Unity 
Sailing, demanding the return 
of full ferry service. Numerous 
residents from Queen’s Bay and 
other parts of the North Shore 
came out in support of a sizeable 
contingent that came over on the 
ferry from the East Shore.

Waving colourful placards, 
everyone joined in a rousing 
rendition of ‘This Ferry is our 
Road,’ set to the tune of ‘This 
Land is our Land.’ Ramona Faust 
and Garry Jackman, RDCK 
directors from affected Areas E 
and A, were there in support and 
sang along with the crowd. 

Many of the protesters 
expressed frustration at the 
provincial government’s apparent 
inability to serve their community 
by protecting the ferry service. 
Many suggested perhaps the 
privatization of the ferry service 
needed to be revisited.

Megan Rokeby-Thomas, 
East Shore business owner, has 
been instrumental in putting 
together the website www.
ourferrymatters.ca, and a 
Facebook page of the same 
name, and was one of the main 
organizers of this action. She is 
heading off to Victoria to try to 
talk to MLA Michelle Mungall 
and to get government involved. 
She says, “We are looking 
for all three parties to work 
together – the BC government, 
Western Pacific Marine and the 
BCGEU. Our Ferry Matters will 
continue making our united voice 
heard until this is settled.” She 
encourages everyone to go to the 
website and join the Facebook 
page.

The Yasodhara Ashram was 
well represented at the protest, 
with 10 attendees. Their season 
has been enormously impacted 
by the ferry issue, with many 
cancellations and trips to the 
airport.

Numerous representatives 
from the Artisans of Crawford 
Bay were also present.

Luke Lewis from North 
Woven Brooms who said that 
normally on the three days of the 
Labour Day weekend, they have 
as much business as throughout 

the entire month of April. This 
year because the ferries didn’t 
run, their receipts were down 
by 50%. 

Janet Wallace of Barefoot 
Handweaving said her company 
had zero sales on that weekend. 
She states: “The ruling on 
Essential Service failed to 
take into consideration the 
impact locally. Cumulatively, 
local, regional and provincial 
marketing has spent hundreds of 
thousands of dollars marketing 
and promoting this area as a 
tourist destination, which is why 
many of the current businesses 
were established. Local people 
have invested life savings 
and life into creating unique 
products and experiences. Our 
economy, although seasonal, 
normally thrives. The impact 
of this uncertainty will last and 
goes beyond tourism, artisans, 
recreation and the service 
industry. Forestry, education, 
medical issues and real estate 
are all affected. The government 
must step in and insist that the 
Labour Relations Board provide 
due consideration for our area. 
Who monitors these contracts?”

Community paramedic 
Shannon Webster said the ferry 
disruptions have considerable 
impact on people’s healthcare. 
“Doctors’ appointments, chemo – 
and when they are in hospital they 
aren’t getting visitors because 
visitors can’t get over on the 
ferry. Crawford Bay and Riondel 
residents rely on Nelson, as 
evidenced by the fact they chose 
to have Telus switch how the 
phones work so that Nelson 
instead of Creston is a local call.”

In response to pleas that the 
Province intervene, Mungall 
wrote: “Inland ferry service is 
delivered through contracts with 
private companies on behalf 
of the ministry. The ministry 
does not actively engage in the 
collective bargaining process, 
which is taking place between 
the private company employer 
and union representing inland 
ferry workers. We urge the 
employer and the union to 
continue negotiations in order to 
achieve a fair settlement and to 
avoid any service disruptions that 
may impact local residents and 
travellers from getting to where 
they need to go.

“It is important that the 
Province respects the collective 
bargaining process between the 
private company employer and 
union representing inland ferry 
workers. Until an agreement 
is reached, we must all respect 
their right to a free collective 
bargaining process.”

Meanwhile, the company 
(Western Pacific Marine) and 
the union (BC Government & 
Service Employees’ Union) 
present very different views. 
Unionized crew members have 
released a statement saying: 
“We are at a breaking point. 
Crews have been doing excessive 
overtime for the last five years to 
enable the ferries to sail. In fact, 
overtime, retirees, and out-of-
town temporary hires have been 
required to meet service levels on 
Kootenay Lake each day since 
June 2019.

“This is not sustainable and 
has to stop. We need a fair contract 
that fixes the long-standing 
operational issues and ensures 
the community has qualified 
crews to keep the ferries sailing.

“As of September 16, 2019, 
our members have chosen to 
refrain from working overtime 
to highlight the staffing and 
training issues that have led us to 
this sustainability crisis. This will 
not affect the essential service 
order determined by the Labour 
Relations Board.

“We don’t want to shut down 
the ferries. As fellow residents of 
this region, we depend on them 
like you do. We are trying to 
preserve the service for all of us.

“Job action is our only 
leverage to save the service and 
bring the employer back to the 
bargaining table. But it will only 
be successful if we have your 
support.”

Several ferry workers smiled 
and shook people’s hands, 
thanked the demonstrators and 
said they welcomed the action.

The company, on the other 
hand, has issued a statement 
saying: “[T]his local union 
bargaining unit is asking for 
salary increases that far exceed 
that of other current BCGEU 
agreements and industry 
standards for these marine 
positions... Beyond salaries, the 
union is also seeking significant 
increases to its benefit packages, 

Kootenay Lake residents rally to demand ferry settlement
which already exceed those in 
other BCGEU agreements.

“Despite this approach by the 
union, we have repeatedly asked 
the union to consider mediation 
or arbitration in order to come to a 
reasonable agreement and resume 
full ferry service. Unfortunately, 
the union has refused to sit down 

with us since June 5.”
Where the truth lies between 

these positions is difficult for 
the layperson to determine. 
Meanwhile, the residents are 
suffering.

As people stood holding 
their placards up to the traffic that 
came off the ferry, every single 

car honked vigorously and their 
occupants waved and smiled. 
This was a popular protest. 
The citizens who depend on 
the Kootenay Lake ferries are 
determined to see this matter 
settled and for their ferries to 
be reliable. The ferries are, they 
point out, their lifeline.

Nearly 100 demonstrators turned out to point out with placards and song the importance of the Kootenay Lake ferry 
service and to demand a settlement so they can get on with their lives.
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submitted 
The Kootenay Conservation 

Program (KCP) has been awarded $2 
million over four years in a federal 
Environment and Climate Change 
Canada grant to protect and restore 
species-at-risk habitat and ecological 
connectivity in four biodiversity 
hotspots in the Kootenays.

“We are so delighted by this 

Species-at-risk get a boost in the Kootenays
news,” says Marcy Mahr, KCP 
Stewardship Coordinator. “This 
Canada Nature Fund ‘Community-
Nominated Priority Places’ grant 
allows us to fund multi-year projects 
that put our collective efforts on 
the ground to conserve important 
habitat and help grizzly bears, 
northern leopard frogs, western 
screech owls, American badgers, 

Lewis’s woodpeckers, and many 
other important species.”

In a  region-wide project 
funded by BC’s Fish & Wildlife 
Compensation Program coined 
‘Kootenay Connect,’ 12 areas were 
identified by Dr. Michael Proctor 
with the Trans-Border Grizzly 
Project and Mahr as being important 
wildlife movement corridors and 
biodiversity hotspots. 

“When large terrestrial and 
aquatic ecosystems are connected 
they are more resilient to climate 
change because ecological processes 

important for ecosystem stability are 
able to function and species are able 
to move and shift their ranges to 
adapt to new habitat and climates,” 
says Mahr. 

From the dozen landscapes 
identified by Proctor and Mahr, 
the grant allows on-the-ground 
conservation activities in four of 
them that focus on valley bottoms. 

“Valley bottom habitats are 
extremely important for grizzly 
bears and other large mammals to 
travel through in order to get from 
one wild area to another,” says 

Proctor. “The riparian and wetland 
habitats in these areas make them 
even more important for biodiversity 
and adapting to a changing climate.”

The Canada Nature Fund 
grant will focus on the Bonanza 
Biodiversity Corridor (north of New 
Denver), Creston Valley, Wycliffe 
Wildlife Corridor, and the Columbia 
Valley Wetlands. Many partner 
organizations will be managing the 
projects including the Slocan Lake 
Stewardship Society, Creston Valley 
Wildlife Management Area, Nature 
Conservancy of Canada, Nature 
Trust of BC, Wildlife Conservation 
Society Canada, and Columbia 
Wetlands Stewardship Partners, to 
name a few. 

“This project demonstrates the 
level of collaboration that we have 
in the KCP partnership,” says Mahr. 
“We are a network of organizations 
that do conservation work across 
multiple jurisdictions and know that 
we can achieve so much more by 
working together.”

Local funders are also extremely 
important partners in this grant 
because their investment in projects 
helped leverage matching funds. 
These funders include the Columbia 
Basin Trust, Fish and Wildlife 
Compensation Program, Habitat 
Conservation Trust Foundation, and 
the provincial government. 

For more information, visit 
www.kootenayconservation.ca/
kootenay-connect/.

The endangered northern leopard frog is one of the species benefitting from the ‘Kootenay 
Connect’ initiative. 
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Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Volunteer Firefighters 
save lives!

Selkirk
Realty

306 Broadway • Nakusp • 265-3635

Hats off 
to all our 
dedicated 
volunteers!Thank you to the volunteer 

firefighters of Kaslo & District 
for your  continued 

dedication and effort!

Volunteer 
Firefighters 

save lives 
and property

A heartfelt thank you 
to Kaslo firefighters 

and volunteers 
for their hard 

work and 
commitment to 

keep us safe

Sending 
gratitude to all 

firefighters! 
We value and 

appreciate 
the risks you 
take and the 

hard work 
you do for our 
communities.

Nakusp Fire Department - Chief Terry Warren, Craig Kiyono, John Guild, Tom Zeleznik, Taylor Cooke, Keith Greenhalf, Lt. James Peterson, 
Tyler Leeson, Michael Le Couteur, Kevin Starratt, Captain Richard Cann, Ken Barisoff, Deputy Chief Reg Gustafson. Missing: Captain Bill Regner, 
Lieutenant Art Olson, Gordy Matchett, Arnie Herridge, Bob Cann, Dean Zanier, Greg Bobicki, Gord Hogaboam, Jarrod Teindl, Craig Courchesne.

National Fire Prevention Week is October 6-12, 2019

We wish to 
thank the 
members 

of our local 
volunteer fire 

departments!

416 Broadway • Nakusp
250-265-3644

Slocan 
Volunteer Fire 
Department to 
be featured in 
next edition

We were unable to acquire a 
photo of the Slocan volunteer fire 
department before we went to press 
this edition. We will run their photo 
in our next edition.
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Thank you to all the volunteer 
firefighters who dedicate 

their free time to train 
and serve their 

community. 

The Village of 
New Denver 

thanks the 
fire department 

members for 
their continued 

service!

408 Front St, Kaslo • (250) 353-2566 • www.figmentscanada.com

Thanks to 
our volunteer 

firefighters for their 
amazing dedication!

Thank you for your 
dedication to our 

communities!
RHC Insurance 

Brokers

250-358-2617
New Denver

New Market Foods
New Denver, BC
250-358-2270

Our 
heartfelt 
appreciation goes 
out to the volunteer 
firefighters in our 
communities!

Thank you to the volunteer 
fire people in Edgewood, 
Fauquier, Burton, Arrow 

Park & Nakusp

Kaslo & New Denver
Community 
Pharmacy

Dedicated to your Health

 

309 6th Ave., New Denver 
250-358-2500

403 Front Street, Kaslo 
250-353-2224

Thank-you 
Volunteer 

Firefighters. 
You’re 

the best!

Thanks to the brave 
volunteers of our local 

fire departments!
WETT Certified Master Technician

Electric/Oil Heating
Our Catalytic Stoves are #1 in the world 

as rated by EPA - Factory Authorized 
Dealer in the West Kootenays

Duct Cleaning BEST METHOD Available
Doug Burton

Slocan City   •   250-355-0088

Heartfelt thanks to all volunteer 
firefighters! We appreciate the 
risks and commitment you take 
on in providing this oft-times 
challenging and dangerous 
service for our community.

Slocan Valley

thanks our local 
volunteer 
firefighters 
for their 
dedication and 
commitment

250-358-2293

Thanks to all 
the Valley 

firefighters!

Slocan Valley Co-op

Burton Fire Department - Back row: Scott Graham, Joel Leblanc, Fire Chief Brian Harrop, Jim Robertson, Calvin Macdonald. Front Row: Ken Rogers, Call Tree 
Supervisor Margret Simpson, Patty Moody, Bob Moody, Brian Graham. Missing: Russ Bilinski, Cory Hewko, Doug Macpherson, Rene Campbell.

New Denver Fire Department - Casey Law, Roy Duncan, Ric Bardati (Captain), Leonard Casley (Assistant Fire Chief), Richard Harwood, 
Isaac Carter, Brent Olsen, Calvin Reitmeier, Devon Duerichen (Junior Member), Nigel Thomas (Deputy Fire Chief), Derek Hicks (Fire Chief), 

Mercedes Casley (Captain), Sara Rainford, Gabriel Nemiroff (Junior Member). Missing: Alvie Bouillet, Jordan Deakoff, Jamie Grierson 
(Captain), Doug Fischer (Captain), Rayan Duerichen, Marie Yurychuk, Tyler Paynton, Matthew Driedger (Junior Member). 

Passmore Fire Department - Alex Bayoff, Rosie Velisek, Brad Braun, Alex Kinakin, Bradley Kinakin, Denise LeMoyne DeMartigny, Ben Carson, Marly MacDonald, 
Chief Pete Kabel, Assistant Chief Mark VanGiessel, Kim Daley, Peggy Frith, Krista Nenn, Phil MacDonald, Tala MacDonald, Nathan Mikkelson, Bill Hillary.

Edgewood Fire Department - Back row: Courtney Freeney, Ben Bontron. Middle row: Mathias Brindamour, Floyd Webber, Kit Roebuck, Lois 
Wood, Fire Chief Bill Dummett, Jennifer Irmen. Front row: Brady Milne, Lynda McNutt, Lazlo D’Courcy, Blair Volansky, Andy Holmberg.
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Eric’s 
Meat 

Market
Doug & Denise & staff want 
to thank the local volunteer 
fire departments for keeping 

our communities safe!

425 Front Street • Kaslo

Kaslo 
Mohawk

would like to
THANK YOU

for your commitment 
to our community.

405 - 4th Street  Kaslo

Box Lake Lumber

Thanks our local 
volunteer firemen 

for  their brave 
community service
Nakusp, BC • 250-265-4767

We appreciate the hard 
work and long hours of our 

volunteer firefighters

Many thanks 
to our local 
volunteer 
firefighters!

ALL AROUND SEPTIC
250-354-3644 

allsepticvac@gmail.com

Nakusp
Glass

Our 
volunteer 
fire 
fighters 
are the 
best!

201 Broadway • Nakusp, BC
250-265-3252

Many thanks to 
the courageous 

volunteers of 
the Kaslo Fire 

Department

411 Front St • Kaslo
250-353-2331

Thank you to our 
local volunteer fire 

departments for keeping 
our communities safe 

from harm

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

We salute our local 
heroes. 

Thanks for everything 
you do.

The
Village of

Kaslo

Walter Popoff

A sincere 
thank-you 

to our local 
volunteer 

firefighters!

Arrow Lake Motel
in Fauquier

250-269-7622

Slocan 
Volunteer Fire 
Department to 
be featured in 
next edition

We were unable to acquire a photo 
of the Slocan volunteer fire department 
before we went to press this edition. We 
will run their photo in our next edition.

Kaslo Fire Department - Back row: Kevin Smith, Doug Yee, Kristi Gazzard, Orion Cooper, Geoffrey Halliday. Front row: Marty Cyr, Chris 
Embery-Cullen, Geoff Delves. Missing: Russell Semenoff, Franz Kocher, Michael Jones, Geoffrey Halliday, Jescima Jensan, Robert Barker, 

Kendrick Lawless, Dustin East, Ty Gutierrez-Gordon, Tonya Sandison.

Crescent Valley Fire Department – Back row: Captain Glenn Pyper, Captain Tyler Nimiken, Captain Dan Zayac, Ryan Lewis, Fire Chief Ryan 
Durand, Rose Hodwitz, Meeri Durand, Raymond Nitz. Front row: Erica Breau, Assistant Chief Rob Crowder, Captain Rob Postnikoff, Captain 

Tyler Chernenkoff, Christena Fredrick, Wayne Marion, Dwayne Lau. Missing: Deputy Chief Geoff Gaudet, Kyle Chernenkoff, Candace Pongratz, 
Jordan Knox, Laine Wegener, Logan Rexin, Joe LeBlanc.

Fauquier Fire Department – Back row: Mathew Feiffer, Sylvia Montgomery, Brandi Mighton, Donavan Montgomery. Front row: Carmen 
Montgomery, Maya Montgomery.
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  ANNUAL
  GENERAL
  MEETING
  Slocan Lake
  Golf Club

Monday, 
October 28, 2019 

at 7:00 PM
Lucerne School

New Denver
• • • • •

All Members are
welcome to attend

DRAGONFLIES IN WINTER
This ancient insect lays eggs in water. 
Different dragonfly species overwinter as 
eggs or as the next stage, larvae, which 
may moult 10 - 15 times as they grow. 
For larger species the larval stage can 
last 4 to 5 years. In spring larva crawl out 
of the water onto a support, back splits 
open and the adult emerges.

slocanlakess.com

KOHAN REFLECTION 
GARDEN

FALL CLEAN UP PARTY
SAT & SUN, NOV 2 & 3

9 am to 4 pm  
Hot lunch provided

All welcome!

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust is now 

providing more than 70 programs 
and initiatives to Basin communities, 
thanks to a strong year for its 
investments.

“The performance of our 
hydropower facilities once again 
surpassed our expectations,” said 
Johnny Strilaeff, President and Chief 
Executive Officer. “The focus on 
managing these assets to ensure 
reliability resulted in fewer unplanned 
outages. And now with the purchase 
of the Waneta Expansion Generating 
Station, Basin residents will enjoy 
even greater benefits now and in the 
future, as more of the revenues are 
injected back into this region.”

Revenues from its combined 
investments in hydropower facilities, 
real estate, market securities and 

70+ active programs support Basin residents
business loans grew from $64 million 
in the 2017/18 fiscal year to $71.9 
million this year. Approximately 80% 
of the Trust’s revenues come from 
the sale of hydropower generated 
by its assets in the West Kootenay, 
jointly owned with Columbia Power 
Corporation.

In 2018/19 the Trust committed 
$62.6 million in programs, services 
and investments to positively impact 
the communities and people of the 
Basin. This included $1.9 million for 
infrastructure to expand broadband 
and help develop the economy, 
$8.1 million for business loans 
and real estate investments, plus 
financial support for 1,750 projects 
and partnerships.

Highlights from the past year 
include:

$800,000 towards the purchase of 
69.68 hectares of beach and wetlands 
by the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay along Kootenay Lake 
at Crawford Bay to support public 
lake access for residents and protect 
environmental values;

$2.5 million increase to the 
Energy Retrofit Program to help 
ensure existing affordable housing 
units are maintained, cost-effective, 
energy-efficient and comfortable for 
residents;

Launched a $3-million, multi-
year Basin Physical Literacy and 
Youth Sport (PLAYS) initiative to 
support youth recreation and well-
being;

Launched the multi-year Energy 
Sustainability Grant for community-

purpose buildings;
L a u n c h e d  a  t h r e e - y e a r , 

$1.5-million Trail Enhancement 
Grants program; and

A new $6-million partnership 
between the Trust, College of the 
Rockies and Selkirk College will 
work toward shared priorities to 
enhance the quality, availability and 
uniqueness of the college experience 
for students.

The Trust’s Columbia Basin 
Management Plan sets out 13 
strategic priorities to guide its work 
supporting Basin communities from 
2016 to 2020. Next year, the Trust 
will begin consulting with people in 
the region to renew them.

Read more about the Trust’s fiscal 
performance in the 2018/19 Annual 
Service Plan Report at ourtrust.org/
annualreport. Learn more about 

the Trust’s progress on its strategic 
priorities at ourtrust.org/priorities. 

Check your mailbox for Our 
Trust magazine which showcases 
some of the remarkable stories 
of people and places around the 
Columbia Basin or view it online at 
ourtrust.org/magazine.

Information about the upcoming 
public consultation will be available 
at ourtrust.org/engage.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Baseball Association 

is the latest recipient of funds raised 
through the sale of ‘Molly Bags’ at 
Cornucopia Natural Foods in Kaslo. 
The $625 raised will be put towards 
upgrades to the baseball field at 
Vimy Park.

“We’re so thankful to Molly, the 
local businesses that have donated, 
and the Village for helping us with 
this project,” says Jo Davie, president 
of the baseball association.

The Village crew is doing the 
work, and is donating the labour.

So far, the left and centre fields 
have been flattened. Next year, the 
association hopes to see the right 
field flattened, an irrigation system 
installed and the infield re-done. 
“We’re optimistic about getting the 
infield done in 2020, but we want to 
get it right, so we can postpone it if 
we need to,” Davie said. “And we’ll 
have other improvements we’ll want 
to do as time goes on.”

Molly Semenoff was very 
pleased to help the Kaslo Baseball 
Association with the sale of her bags. 
“The ball field has been neglected, 
and it’s so good to see them doing 
the upgrades,” she said. 

The Molly Bags have raised 
funds for a number of organizations 
and causes in Kaslo over the years. 
Molly uses fabric from the Thrift 

Kaslo Baseball Association plans ball field improvements 
Shop and yard sales, or fabric donated 
to the quilters’ group but not suitable 
for quilts. “It’s very worthwhile 
because it’s keeping fabric out of the 
landfill, and it’s a nice washable bag 
for people who buy them, and it’s a 
way for people to donate to worthy 
causes… and it’s locally made by a 
little old lady!” Molly says.

“It’s been fun,” she adds. “This 
way, I’m not doing it alone – we’re all 
helping. People want to donate, and 
this way they are. That’s what builds 
a community – everyone working 
together.”

For more information about the 
Kaslo Baseball Association, contact 
Jo Davie or Josh Noble.

Molly Semenoff (right) presents Jo Davie (middle) and Josh Noble (left) of the Kaslo Baseball 
Association with $625 from the sale of Molly Bags at Cornucopia Natural Foods in Kaslo.

submitted
The Slocan Lake Garden 

Society (SLuGS) has set the Kohan 
Reflection Garden fall cleanup party 
for Saturday and Sunday, November 
2-3. They invite everyone to rake 
leaves and enjoy a hot lunch, 9 am to 
4 pm both days. Please bring a rake 
and a tarp.

This spring the society contracted 
Element Concrete to reconstruct the 
waterfall pond, eliminating leaks 
and conserving water. The Village 
of New Denver has also assisted 
with the irrigation system, mowing 
maintenance and installation of a 
shoreline interpretive sign, funded by 
the Kootenay Savings Credit Union 
Foundation.

The society wishes to acknowledge 
2019 financial support from the 
RDCK, the Slocan Valley Legacy 
Society and local municipalities. As 
always, residents have contributed 
to the garden by maintaining beds, 
donating plants, attending work 
parties, purchasing raffle tickets and 
by joining the society membership, 
which increased 200% over 2018. 
It would not be possible to maintain 
The Kohan Reflection Garden and 

Come to a party – and bring a rake
its gifts to the community without 
this support. 

New this season, in addition to 
the pond repairs and shoreline sign, 
is an Itoh Peony bed opposite the tea 
house and bamboo plantings at the 
Tsurugane bell site. The ‘Sundays in 
the Kohan’ presentations were varied, 
interesting and well attended; the 
society hopes to continue them next 
summer. Other events in the garden 

this year were the Canadian Peony 
Society tour, a wedding, and yoga 
classes. Members also enjoyed their 
trip to Dutch Girl Peony Farm in June.

The SLuGS’s board is busy 
planning an eventful 2020 season, 
and invites your suggestions. They 
are especially focused on long range 
sustainability planning for the garden, 
to be detailed at the AGM early in the 
new year.

Chris Hildebrand holds the bag while Mick Wilson draws SLuGS fall raffle winners at Friday 
Market. First prize: Celesttina Hart, second prize: DJ Wright, third prize: Paula Cravens.
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Richard Emil Gross  
July 4, 1943 - Sept 17, 2019

Richard Gross was born in Lodz, Poland and moved to Manitoba 
in 1949 at five years of age. He graduated from University 
of Manitoba School of Art in 1966. Since 1974 Richard and 
wife Tuula lived in Argenta where they joined a land Co-op with 
Betty Tillotson and built the dream cabin and studio.
Richard’s primary life work was as a fine artist, with stints 
as tree planter and gardener. Since 2008, Richard suffered 
multiple myeloma of the bone marrow. He survived a record 
number of years with grace, fortitude, and a loving heart. Until 
2019 Richard continued to paint and draw. 
Thanks to Dr. Malpass, the RNs in oncology at KLH, staff 
at Kaslo Palliative Care, Sandra (RN), Dr. Musaje, Hospice, 
and the kind Home Support team. Thank you to Ian & Tamara 
Fraser, The Eurythmy Studio, Deb Bockner, Bill Fisher, Dave & 
Teresa May, Mel Bryce, Gary Schell, Oswaldo, Gail, Milu and 
everyone who helped set up Richard’s NO BEGINNING NO 
END Retrospective Art Show in August. Gratitude to everyone 
in our Land Co-op and all good neighbours for much support 
now and over the years. Visit Richard at: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=jvP9AWrAvUw 

A memorial will take place in the spring in Argenta. 
Fondly remembered by wife Tuula and community.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Hotel recently hosted 

a very special guest – a Japanese 
Canadian who was interned in Kaslo 
from 1942 to 1946.

Gordon Kai, now 89 years old, 
was a young teen (12-15 years old) 

Former Japanese-Canadian internee visits Kaslo
during the internment. “I was in 
Kaslo for three years and I enjoyed 
every minute of it,” he said at a 
luncheon held in his honour at the 
hotel on October 3. “I always wanted 
to come back.”

His daughter Jennifer, son 

Kevin and daughter-in-law Luvy 
helped him plan the trip and 
accompanied him on the journey 
from Mississauga, Ontario, where 
they all currently reside. They stayed 
in Kaslo September 30 - October 4.

Jennifer says she found the Kaslo 

Hotel website while doing the trip 
planning, and was delighted to find 
Gordon in a photo that’s posted on 
the site – the ‘1945 farewell picture’ 
of a large group of internees in 
front of the old Kaslo Hotel. She 
was especially happy because the 
website indicated that anyone in 
the photo would be invited for a 
complimentary stay.

“We contacted the hotel and we 
were warmly welcomed right away 
– they were so happy to hear from 
us,” Jennifer said.

Gordon reminisced about his 
years in Kaslo at the luncheon, 
which was attended by Mayor 
Suzan Hewat, CAO Ian Dunlop, 
Langham Executive Director Paul 
Grace-Campbell, hotel owners John 
and Susan Eckland, and this reporter. 
His large family – he was the second 
youngest of 11 children – lived in 
a house just below the Anglican 
church. Sadly, his father had kidney 
problems and passed away in Kaslo 
at 52 years old. Gordon recalled 
that there was no funeral home in 
Kaslo when his father died, “so we 
put the casket in our dining room at 
the house.”

Gordon would get up early in 
the morning to ride in the dairy truck 
delivering milk, and then would go 

to school, where Aya Higashi was 
his teacher. 

He remembered he and his 
buddies sneaking into movie nights 
at the drill hall, and climbing cherry 
trees and “helping ourselves.” He 
also remembered playing at the old 
Kaslo Hotel and slamming a door so 
hard that a window broke and cut his 
friend. Judging by his stories and the 
twinkle in his eye as he told them, 
Gordon was quite a mischief maker 
in his younger days in Kaslo!

The old hotel housed 150 
internees and was the biggest single 
home for them during the internment. 
There were 80 who stayed at the 
Langham, and 1100 Japanese 
Canadian internees in total in Kaslo.

Gordon and his family thoroughly 
enjoyed their visit this fall, taking 
in the Moyie, the Langham and 
Ainsworth Hot Springs. “Gordon has 
been smiling in his sleep,” Jennifer 
said at the luncheon.

“I am really honoured that you all 
came to have lunch with me. I really 
love Kaslo,” Gordon said.

Grace-Campbell gave Gordon an 
article about the Japanese Canadian 
internment in Kaslo, and Mayor 
Hewat gave each family member 
a package of Kaslo brochures and 
souvenir items.

“Having Gordon and his 
daughter at the hotel was a true 
delight,” says hotel owner John 
Eckland. “Gordon’s memory is 
sharp and complete and he recalled 
a lot about wartime Kaslo. He is so 
upbeat, he brightens a room. It was 
truly a wonderful visit.”

submitted
In August 2017 Kaslo Sourdough 

announced a research partnership 
with the University of Calgary’s Dr. 
Jane Shearer. The research project 
aimed to compare sourdough pastas 
against conventional pastas to see if 
there was an impact on blood glucose 
response and the human microbiome 
or gut bacteria in our intestines. Kaslo 
Sourdough is now pleased to share the 
results of this research.

“We are very happy with the 
results,” said owner/operator Silvio 
Lettrari. “Dr. Shearer was able to ask 

Pasta’s up! Kaslo Sourdough research study concludes
additional questions to expand on 
the two initial ideas, and from data 
gathered during the study, including 
the sequencing of the DNA from our 
sourdough culture, we now have a story 
to tell from the culture, the pasta, and 
its passage through the human body.”

Kaslo Sourdough’s sourdough 
starter culture was sequenced to 
establish the microorganisms present in 
the culture. Subsequently the fermented 
sourdough pasta product was analyzed 
and compared to conventional pastas to 
identify what organisms are present in 
each, and finally, the stool of participants 

was analyzed to see if there were any 
noticeable differences.

Healthy Lactobascilli from the 
sourdough pastas can contribute to a 
healthy microbiome because they crowd 
out other bacteria, some of which can 
be harmful to humans. They may also 
promote the growth of good bacteria 
in the gut microboime. In this sense, 
a higher presence of Lactobascilli is a 
good thing. The results showed that the 
Lactobascilli from Kaslo Sourdough’s 
fermented pastas also “crowded out” 
the growth of fungi, so there was lower 
fungal diversity in participants after they 

had eaten the sourdough pasta.
Overall, the results show that 

the Lactobascilli both directly and 
indirectly influence the fungal and 
bacterial diversity in participants. A 
healthy, dominant Lactobascilli in 
the digestive tract is associated with a 
healthy gut microbiome and reflects the 
health-promoting qualities of sourdough 
pasta.

For more detailed results of the 
study, please see the blog post on the 
Kaslo Sourdough website. 

Funding for this research project 
was provided by the Canada-BC 
Agri-Innovation Program, a program 
delivered by the Investment Agriculture 
Foundation of BC.submitted

Grace Broadfoot, who goes above 
and beyond to creatively inspire her 
students’ learning experiences, received 
a Premier’s Award for Excellence in 
Education at an award ceremony in 
Victoria October 4.

Broadfoot, awarded in the category 
of Outstanding New Teacher, is a 
teacher at JV Humphries Elementary 
and Secondary school. Described as a 
game changer at her school, Broadfoot 
shows a real concern for her students 
and their learning. A highly respected 
teacher, she is attentive to students’ social 
and emotional as well as physical health, 
incorporating mental health curriculum 
into her classes. She remains committed 
to developing educated citizens, using 
innovative methods to develop exciting 
and engaging learning experiences, and 
uses the outdoor environment as her 
classroom. She is a model teacher for 
BC’s new curriculum and its emphasis 
on core competencies as she keeps big, 
connecting ideas at the forefront of lesson 
plans, while also delving deeply into the 
curricular competencies and content 
important in each discipline. She is 
also dedicated to personal professional 

Excellence in Education Awards for Kaslo teacher’s inspiring leadership
learning and development.

This year’s 10 winners, who were 
chosen from 140 nominations received 
between January and April 2019 and 
narrowed down to 30 finalists, were 
announced at the ceremony. The annual 
awards ceremony is held at the same 
time as World Teachers’ Day. The awards 
were launched last year to honour the 
outstanding achievements of public, 
independent and First Nations school 
teachers, principals, vice-principals, 

administrators and support staff in the 
K-12 school system.

Winners of this year’s awards 
received a commemorative work of 
art by Claire Jorgensen, a 17-year-old 
student from Greater Victoria. They 
also received a $3,000 personal bursary 
for professional learning and a $2,000 
contribution to their school community 
for professional learning.

To view a video of Broadfoot, visit: 
youtu.be/XV4j7fsZev0.

Kaslo teacher Grace Broadfoot receives a Premier’s Award for Excellence in Education – 
Outstanding New Teacher from Premier John Horgan, Minister of Education Rob Fleming and 

Lt. Gov. Janet Austin at a ceremony in Victoria.

This crowd attended a luncheon in honour of Gordon Kai, who was interned in Kaslo from 1942 to 1946. Back row: John Eckland, Susan Eckland, Kaslo 
Mayor Suzan Hewat, Gordon Kai, Jennifer, Kai, Kaslo CAO Ian Dunlop. Front row: Langham Executive Director Paul Grace-Campbell, Luvy Kai, Kevin Kai.
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submitted
The West  Kootenay 

has 14 newly certif ied 
grief companions. Grief 
companions are neutral 
witnesses, trained to walk 
with another and bear witness 
to their grief experience.

“Grief is a heavy weight 
that affects all aspects of the 
person and ripples out into 
the community. Accessing the 
services of a grief companion 
allows those experiencing 
grief to share the load and 
work through the intense 
feelings that naturally arise,” 
said Sandra Smith, New 
Denver Hospice Society 
board member. Smith notes 
that individual healing is the 
foundation of community 
health. 

“Grief is a process that 
awaits welcome,” said course 
facilitator Maria Kliavkoff of 
MK Facilitations, Invermere 
and former executive director 
of the Columbia Valley 
Hospice Society.

Grief is the internal 
experience of death and loss, 

Certified grief companions now available through local hospice societies
and mourning is the outward 
expression of that experience, 
said Kliavkoff, who trained 
with Dr. Alan Wolfeldt, 
leading expert and developer 
of the Companioning Grief 
Model. Once Kliavkoff 
realized the societal cost 
of held and carried grief, 
she became a passionate 
promoter of grief education 
and companioning.

“There is a tendency in 
the western culture to push 
grief away and just get 
busy,” says Kliavkoff, who 
travels Canada and the US 
to teach and bring awareness 
to the healing potential of 
converting grief to mourning. 

Grief companions are 
trained to be in service to 
this process. Through their 
willingness to be present 
with another person’s grief 
journey, the healing begins. 
As the grief is converted 
to mourning through the 
simple process of sharing in 
a supportive environment, 
the griever begins to reframe 
and integrate the death/ loss 
and comes to a new sense of 
normal, she said. 

There are now trained 
companions to call upon 
in New Denver, Silverton, 
Nakusp, Rossland/ Trail, and 
Kaslo. They can be accessed 
by calling the local hospice 
society. 

The New Denver Hospice 
Society has been training its 
volunteers for the past 18 
months with the intention of 
improving upon their services 
in grief and bereavement. 
Hosting a course of this nature 
is a large undertaking for a 
small society, said Smith, 
and would not have been 
possible without the kind 
support of the Village of 

New Denver and generous 
community members who 
donated the venue, their time, 
their money and provided 
facilitator lodging. 

“It was an incredible 
show of support for the 
hospice society and the valued 
services trained volunteers 

New Denver Hospice Society, with the help of the community, hosted a four-day training in Companioning Grief. New Denver/ Silverton, Rossland/ Trail, Kaslo, 
and Nakusp now have individuals to call upon to aid in converting grief to mourning.

provide to the community. 
We were able to bring this 
to the community because 
people were willing to offer 
their help in any way – that is 
inspiring!” she said. 

“We are entirely grateful 
for  the support  of  the 
community,” said Smith. 

“ Tr a i n e d  c o m m u n i t y 
volunteers are such an asset 
to the health and wellness 
of our communities. When 
members of the community 
come forward and offer their 
assistance in whatever way 
they can it demonstrates 
the common held value of 

community vitality.” 
If you are struggling with 

grief and wish to know more 
about New Denver Hospice 
Society’s new Companioning 
service please contact the 
office 250-358-7828 or visit 
www.newdenverhospice.ca to 
inquire via the contact page. 

 submitted
Young Agrarians (YA) is 

hosting a two-day mixer packed 
with farm workshops and 
networking at Rossland’s Red 
Mountain Resort October 25-26. 
Whether you’re a brand new 
farmer or have a few seasons in 
your pocket, they’ve crafted a 
fantastic program for this year’s 
Columbia Basin Mixer. 

YA is a network for new 
and young Canadian farmers. 
It coordinates an ongoing 
educational event series, from 
farm tours and potlucks to new 
farmer mixers. Since 2012, 
the network has hosted more 
than 230 events, with over 
10,000 participants. Along with 
ongoing educational events, YA 
also offers a business mentorship 
program, matches new farmers 
to land, and shares resources and 
opportunities online. 

A part of this year’s Basin 
Food Summit, the mixer will 
be two full days bursting with 
information, networking and 
phenomenal food. Topics and 
presenters were selected based 
on feedback from farmers in 
the region. Participants will be 
inspired, sharpen their farm 
and business skills, and build 

Workshops and networking at the Young Agrarians mixer
connections with other new 
farmers. Workshop themes 
include soil productivity and 
health, business and financial 
management, social media, 
climate adaptation in agriculture, 
innovative applications for tech 
on small farms and more.

The range of sessions will 
appeal to everybody with an 
interest in maintaining and 
preserving the local food system, 
including farmers, homesteaders 
and gardeners.

“Come winter, I always 

look forward to the Young 
Agrarians’ Mixer,” says Robin 
Hunt, Big Rock Ranch. “After 
a busy season I find they’re a 
great way to reconnect with 
other farmers, and to feel re-
inspired about farming. They 
are very informative, fun, and a 
great way to keep up to date on 
farming education during the 
off season.” 

Friday’s lunch menu will 
be served by the team at Red 
Mountain Resort, while there 
will be a special dinner served by 

the staff at the new Josie Hotel for 
dinner. On Saturday, Wild Peach 
Preserves and Catering will offer 
participants culinary creations 
for lunch and dinner. All meals 
are being sourced locally with 
generous contributions offered 
by Rancho Vignola and others 
from the region.

For more information or to 
register, visit youngagrarians.
org/columbiabasinmixer2019. 

This event was made 
possible by Columbia Basin 
Trust.

by Jan McMurray
The final phase of the 

reconfiguration of the Kaslo 
Golf Course was completed in 
early September. Holes 6 and 
8 are brand new, and hole 7 has 
been upgraded.

“This was the final phase of 
a 10-year project to rebuild the 
entire course,” said Rob Lang, 
past president of the club. “The 
impetus behind the project was 
to make the course safer and 
more user friendly.”

When the new clubhouse 
was opened in 2007, the old 
building was demolished, 

Kaslo Golf Course upgrade complete
making room to reconfigure 
the course. All nine holes have 
been re-done – with labour 
and funds supplied by the club 
membership.

“We can’t say enough about 
our members,” Lang says. “They 
have been generous, persistent, 
and willing to do what it takes 
to get the job done.”

The final phase of the reconfiguration of the Kaslo Golf Course was completed 
in early September.

submitted
The annual Hallowe’en Tea 

fundraiser presented by Victorian 
Hospital of Kaslo Auxiliary 
Society (VHKAS) is on Saturday, 
October 26 from noon to 2:30 pm. 
Tickets are $7 and include food, 
drink and delicious desserts; free 
admission for children under six. 

Help the community at auxiliary’s tea
When you come out to one 

of the society’s teas, you enjoy 
a social event which enables 
them to contribute to the local 
communities. VHKAS raises 
funds from the teas and from 
the Kaslo Thrift Store to support 
many initiatives, such as the 
Food Hub, JVH school programs, 

Breakfast Club, resident and 
hospital equipment, to name 
just a few. 

You’re able to really shop 
local with a wide variety of crafts, 
jewellery, bake table, treasure 
table and the popular Lucky 7 
table. Costumes are optional but 
there are prizes for best costumes. 
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CLEANING

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

• BICYCLE

RECYCLING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

ACCOMMODATIONS

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Regular Hours

Mon – Sat   9 am - 5 pm

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
FREE DROP OFF 

of most appliances, all metals, 
power tools, lawn mowers, etc.
250-359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

GARDENING
FOR SALE

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award winning, 
hand-stretched artisan pizza. 250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing 
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo and 
Area D with affordable housing. Office hours: 
Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday & Thursday 9-12 or 
by appointment. #23 The Langham, Kaslo. 
250-353-8363. Funding for this position 
thanks to CBT and RDCK/ Kaslo EDC.

THE VALLEY VOICE owners are 
thinking about succession planning! We 
invite community members interested in 
the newspaper business (or learning about 
the newspaper business) to contact us by 
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Serious 
inquiries only, please.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and ongoing 
business training and coaching while you 
start your business. And if you’re eligible you 
will usually also receive financial support for 
the first year. To learn more call 265-3674 
ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

SLOCAN FALL FLEA MARKET & 
CRAFT FAIR – at the Slocan Legion, 
Sat., Oct. 19, 2019, 10 am-3 pm. Featuring 
local artisans, vintage items, the Hot Box 
Café, live music and fun! Admission by 
donation. Seeking vendors. Call Christina 
250-355-2635.
ST. ANTHONY’S 46th ANNUAL FLEA 
MARKET: November 30, 10-2, Bosun 
Hall, New Denver. Tables $25. Call Bev 
Casley 250-358-7771.
H I L L B I L LY  C O N C E R T O S , 
APPALACHIAN GROOVES! Pied 
Pumkin’s Rick Scott and young piano ace 
Nico Rhodes combine forces in ROOTS 
& GROOVES, 7 pm Tuesday October 22, 
Silverton Hall. Tickets $20 Apple Tree and 
Silverton Building Supplies. Info 250-265-
8648. https://rickscott.ca/roots-grooves

LANGHAM GALLERIES OPENING 
Reception Friday October 18, 7-9pm: Join 
us for the opening night of two new exhibits 
in the Langham galleries – ‘Caged’ by 
Sherlin Hendricks, and ‘Inner Rainforest’ by 
Shelley Ross. Artist talks and refreshments. 
Free to the public. www.thelangham.ca
THE LANGHAM PRESENTS OLIVER 
SWAIN with DIEMM Thursday October 
17, 7pm. The JUNO-nominated musician 
with astonishing instrumental & vocal 
abilities returns with his whimsical and 
spiritual “chamber folk odyssey,” joined by 
Kaslo’s own harpist/vocalist extraordinaire 
Diemm! $18 Tickets Sunnyside or Willow 
– www.thelangham.ca
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL 
presents the virtuosic, engaging, witty, 
and tremendously musical JOE TRIO on 
Thursday, October 24, 7:30 at Memorial 
Hall. Admission is sliding scale of $15-$25. 
Mark your calendars. www.joetrio.com
SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band 
‘Eldorado Hoedown’ and live caller October 
26 & November 23, 6:30-9 pm at the 
Bosun Hall in New Denver. Beginners are 
welcome. Call 358-7158 for information.
S L O C A N  W A T E R F R O N T 

RESTORATION & Development Society 
- 2019 AGM, Saturday October 19, 4 pm, 
Slocan Community Library, 710 Harold St. 
Memberships available.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL 
SPACES in new build in Slocan City. 
Bright and Beautiful! Available November 
1, 2019. 2 Commercial Spaces $450 & 
$650/mo. 2 Residential Spaces $1200/mo. 
Inquiries: admin@xylem.ca 
LOW RENT for looking after house 
and cat for three months, November 27 - 
February 26. 358-2729.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
FRIDGE $90. Pro Blackstone Flat Top 
Griddle with tank and spatula set $200. 
Rolling chair, good for musicians $25. Robert 
Bateman print, new, wolves $100. Odds & 
ends. One day only, Saturday, October 12, 
9am-3pm. 1106 Kootenay St, New Denver.
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GARAGE SALES

NOTICES

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Summer Hours
Open Monday – Saturday

10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Open Sunday, 11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

DI’S ESTHETICS
– FULL SERVICE SALON –

Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more

Lash lift & tint - $55
WINLAW • 250-226-7318

BIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

SERVICES

HELP WANTED

HEALTH
WANTED

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday - Friday 
– By Appointment only –

HAIRCOMPUTER
PETS

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12 at 106 
Kildare, New Denver. 9 am - 1 pm. Shed 
items, camping, pottery.
ONE DAY ONLY, Saturday, October 
12, 9am-3pm. 1106 Kootenay St, New 
Denver. Fridge $90. Pro Blackstone Flat 
Top Griddle with tank and spatula set $200. 
Rolling chair, good for musicians $25. 
Robert Bateman print, new, wolves $100. 
Odds & ends. 

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now taking new clients in Winlaw. 
Restorative, palliative, relaxation, 
mobile available. Call or e-mail Jessica 
Coonen RMT for appt. 250-226-6887 or 
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com
YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday mornings 9-10 am. 
Honour your body by reducing stress, building 
strength, flexibility and balance. Upper story of 
the fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share 
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.

65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for 
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.

THE VALLEY VOICE is seeking a part-time 
administrative assistant, approx. 40 hours/
month. Duties include billing, filing, handling 
emails, answering phones, doing bank 
deposits, etc. Email resume and cover letter to 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca by November 4.

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a 
deeper understanding of yourself and why 
things happen the way they do in your life. It 
opens your a0.wareness to new viewpoints 
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU 
regardless of age, background, or religion. 
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul 
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a 
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information on 
AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; Nakusp, 
265-4216; Kaslo, 353-9617; Heart of the Slocan 
Valley, 551-4104; Playmor Junction, 226-7252. 
For NA: New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if 
you can’t get through, try another number. 
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 

arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.

PROUD OF MY DOG: Group classes, 

free on-line training. SPCA AnimalKind 
accredi ted.  Learn more at  www.
proudofmydog.ca

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT 
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales, 
installations, service, inspection & 
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing; 
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals, 
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design 
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. 250-355-0088.

LOOKING FOR 1950s short DIVCO milk 
truck. 587-803-5142 or blue5777777@
hotmail.com.
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Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

COMMUNITY/

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377 

Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

AVIS 
EXCAVATING

Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching 
• Water lines 

• Land improvement 
• Wildfire Mitigation on 

private land

250-226-7849
250-505-9207

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made easy!
• Basic Renovations & constRuction •

• Painting • LandscaPing •
HouRLy Rate, By aPPointMent onLy
– sLocan Lake coMMunities onLy –

muralsbytim@gmail.com

McDonald’s Restoration & Painting
Good things take work

Extraordinary results at an affordable price
Older tired properties brought to life by 

skilled professional
Before you sell, call me.

Solid References • 250-265-0120

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Della Berney and Pearl Schwartz won prizes at the 11th annual Harvest Festival at Lucerne 
School in New Denver on September 27.

Margot Baker and Lars Nielson, new teachers at Lucerne School this year, press apples at Harvest Fest. A whopping 1,500 pounds of apples 
were pressed into juice.
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Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

VFAS presents
Rick Scott and Nico Rhodes

ROOTS & GROOVES
Silverton Memorial Hall
Tuesday Oct 22 at 7 pm

Advance tix $20 from Apple Tree
and Silverton Building Supplies

Info 250-265-8648
www.rickscott.ca/roots-grooves

submitted
Fans of folk and blues music 

should mark their calendars for Roots 
& Grooves, coming to the Silverton 
Memorial Hall October 22 at 7 pm.

In July, Pied Pumkin dulcimer 
ace Rick Scott celebrated 45 years 
making music around the world with 
induction into the BC Entertainment 
Hall of Fame and a star on the 
StarWalk on Granville Street in 
Vancouver, the very spot where 

Hillbilly concertos and Appalachian grooves in Silverton
he began his career as a street 
musician five decades ago. He has 
since performed in 11 countries 
and released 19 recordings, and 
been honoured with three Juno 
nominations, Western Canadian 
Music Awards and Canadian Folk 
Music Awards. 

Scott’s deep roots in the 
Kootenays began with iconic trio 
Pied Pumkin, rogue folk pioneers 
who played their very first show at 

Selkirk College in 1974 and went on 
to become the musical soundtrack for 
the heartland.

Scott returns for a five-show tour 
with Roots & Grooves, his inter-
generational duo with brilliant young 
keyboardist Nico Rhodes, combining 
dulcimer and piano in a smorgasbord 
of folk, blues, jazz and humour. 
Forty years apart in age, they defy 
categorization with their alchemy 
of mastery and mischief. The age 

30 classically trained piano dervish 
Rhodes is in constant demand as 
arranger and musical director for 
long-run musicals, when not touring 
in his jazz trio or with his mother, 
chanteuse Joelle Rabu. Scott played 
in Rhodes’s school when he was in 
grade 4 and now Rhodes is having 
the time of his life touring with his 
childhood hero. 

“Nico Rhodes is on fire!” says 
Scott. “Not since the Pumkin have I 
experienced such unbridled creativity 
on stage.”

Advance tickets $20 from The 
Apple Tree in New Denver and 
Silverton Building Supplies, $25 
at the door. For info 250-265-8648. 
Presented by Valhalla Fine Arts 
Society. www.rickscott.ca/roots-
grooves.

submitted
Two extraordinary musicians join 

forces at the Langham on October 17. 
O l ive r  Swa in ,  a  JUNO-

nominated musician with astonishing 
instrumental and vocal abilities, 
strays towards the whimsical, the 
spiritual, and the socially conscious 
side of what he likes to refer to as 
“chamber folk odyssey” and what 
others have called “The Zen Rock 
Garden of old time music.”

“This is genre defying at its best, 
beautifully played and performed, 
each song a mini masterpiece,” 
according to the UK’s Fatea 

The Langham presents Oliver Swain with Diemm
magazine.

Swain is joined by Kaslo’s 
very own harpist and vocalist 
extraordinaire Diemm, their voices 
and instruments weaving together in 
a stunning and innovative soundscape 
tapestry accentuated by world-beat 
percussionist Ben Johnson.

Diemm is touring in support 
of her recent album Ten Thousand 
Miracles. Created in a tiny tree 
house, her new album is imbued 
with mysticism, surrender and trust. 
The 14 tracks draw inspiration from 
her home and the natural landscape. 
Produced by Diemm and Adham 

Shaikh, the album is a magical 
voyage full of twists and turns. 

The music she has brought into 
being is a unique chamber folk sound 
focused on the harp, double bass, 
and tasty percussion featuring the 
udu. As a lyricist, her poems have 
been compared to the likes of Pablo 
Neruda, Leonard Cohen, and Rumi.

The concert begins at 7 pm. 
Tickets are $18 in advance at 
Sunnyside Naturals (250-353-9667) 
or Willow Home Gallery (250-353-
2257) in Kaslo. Tickets $20 at the 
door; doors open 6:30 pm. www.
thelangham.ca.

submitted
Joe Trio is not your average piano 

trio. They don’t want to be neatly 
categorized, but instead strive for 
diversity, versatility, and more than 
a little humour and unpredictability. 
Their repertoire consists of the 
classics – from Papa Haydn to 
Uncle Shostakovich, new works by 
contemporary composers, and their 
own arrangements of popular, jazz 
and rock tunes.

And they’re not afraid to mix 
so many styles of music into a 
single piece that it makes your head 
spin. More than virtuosi, the trio’s 
members are fantastic performers 
who engage the audience in a way few 
classical musicians can. Amply witty, 
charming, and tremendously musical, 

Trio to perform at Silverton Memorial Hall 
Joe Trio leaves audiences with a new 
appreciation for classical music.

Joe Trio is comprised of Cameron 
Wilson, chief musical arranger and 
violin wizard; Allen Stiles, masterful 
storyteller and piano maestro; and 
Charles Inkman, coaxer of music 
sweet enough to soothe the most 
savage of beasts, on cello. 

Since Joe Trio was formed in 
1989, this classically trained violin-
cello-piano threesome has presented 
hundreds of concerts throughout 
Canada and the United States.

The concert in Silverton, on 
Thursday, October 24 at 7:30 pm, will 
feature special guest Nicola Everton 
playing movements of the McDougall 
Clarinet Concerto. Admission is a 
sliding scale ($15-$25) at the door. 

This show is sponsored by the Slocan 
Lake Arts Council and funded by 
BCAC. 

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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submitted
October 18 is the opening 

night for two great new 
exhibits – animal ceramics 
and rainforest paintings – in 
the Langham galleries from 7 
to 9 pm.

Nelson-based sculptor 
Sherlin Hendrick’s exhibition 
Caged is a contemporary 
ceramic bestiary addressing 

Ceramics and landscapes at the Langham
aspects of human psychological 
drama. Appealing to both 
adults and children, these 
creatures portray difficult topics 
with humour and facilitate 
discussion as to what each 
animal might say.

Inner Rainforest evokes the 
tranquility and beauty of the 
temperate rainforest through 
the watercolour paintings of 

Kaslo-based artist Shelley 
Ross. Inspired by several field 
trips to forests in the Kaslo 
and North Kootenay Lake 
area, Ross captures the unique 
light quality and deep sense 
of connection to the Earth she 
finds within the forest.

Featuring artist talks and 
refreshments. Free to the 
public. www.thelangham.ca

The Argenta Fall Fair on September 21 was an unqualified success, with lots of vendors, happy people, great food 
and good music. The square dance saw the hall filled to the brim with folks of all ages having the time of their lives. 

Throughout the day, people erected a fabulous phoenix, designed by Spring Shine et al., and the highlight of the event 
was after dark when the bird went roaring up in flames in celebration of a fair well done.


