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Kaslo looks at banning single-use plastic bags
by Jan McMurray
Kaslo council is considering a
ban on single-use plastic bags in
Kaslo, following an engaging and
memorable presentation on May 21
by a group of residents who were
adorned with plastic bags.
The group of presenters – from
youth to seniors – performed a
Readers’ Theatre highlighting the
negative impacts of plastic bags and
then showed a PowerPoint outlining
several reasons why single-use
plastic bags should be banned:
plastic does not biodegrade; plastic
bags are made using fossil fuels;
they are harmful to land and marine
life, and to human health; they are
not easy to recycle, so they end up
in the landfill or overseas.
Anne Heard led the delegation
and told council the petition she
initiated has over 700 signatures,
“so the public will is there. Others
have done it, so the steps are there
for us to take – but we have to work

on it as a team.”
Councillor Kelly Knoll said
he was glad the group made the
presentation, but that it’s difficult
for council to make decisions for
businesses. Heard replied, “It is
important we do this formally. It
has to be a legal directive. When
it’s voluntary, a lot of people can’t
participate because things are
supplied in plastic, but when it’s
law, it changes the priority of
business.”
Mayor Hewat told Heard that
they had forwarded her letter to
the Chamber of Commerce and
were hoping to give businesses a
transition period.
High school student Maddox
Hahne handed over to council
several letters from local students
in support of the initiative and said
the students were making reusable
bags for the stores.
Heard added that the ban would
support the region’s goal of zero

waste. “Unless we take action,
it [zero waste] is not going to
happen,” she said.

At the June 11 council meeting,
CAO Ian Dunlop will provide
council with information on a

bylaw banning the bags and results
of consultation with the Kaslo
Chamber of Commerce on the issue.

A group of Kaslo residents recently made a theatrical appeal to council for a ban on single-use plastic bags.

Annual Duck Race
$5 per duck

limited ducks available
– get them at Save-On Foods
$2000 in prize money with
the rest of the proceeds
going to the Canada Day
fireworks

sponsored by

& the Nakusp fire department
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Restoration work to begin on Snk’mip Marsh this summer
by Moe Lyons
‘What’s new down at the
Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary?’ was
the title of an all-day event on May
27 explaining and exploring the
exciting restoration work planned for
the Snk’mip Marsh (formerly known
as the Bonanza Marsh) at the head

of Slocan Lake. Snk’mip is a Sinixt
word meaning “head of the lake.”
About 50 people turned up at
Memorial Hall in Silverton in the
morning and then went on a tour
of the marsh in the afternoon. The
presenters were Wayne McCrory
from the Valhalla Foundation for

CONVERGENCE
WRITERS’ WEEKEND
WRITING TOWARD

FORGIVENESS
June 7 & 8, 2019
SILVERTON GALLERY
Silverton, BC
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

SPECIAL GUEST: Joy Kogawa

• Registration still open! Visit
www.widespot.ca/convergence-writers-weekend

• Friday evening session – 7 pm:
Featured speaker Joy Kogawa on
“The Journey Toward Forgiveness”
Admission $12

Ecology (VFE), now owners of the
marsh; Robin Anschild and Tom
Biebighauser, wetland restoration
experts; and Wendy King from the
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
(SLSS).
McCrory opened the event,
saying the underlying tenet of the
VFE is that “wilderness will remain
wild and undeveloped.”
In the summer of 2017 the
organization bought the 35-acre
marsh with $375,000 raised locally
and from the BC Fish and Wildlife
Compensation Program. After a huge
cleanup, during which most of the
reclaimed materials were repurposed
or recycled, the marsh had its grand
opening in May of 2018. Now the
foundation has received $60,000
from the Columbia Basin Trust
(CBT) for restoration work to be
undertaken this summer.
McCrory described the marsh
as being “exceptionally rare”
with “exceptional diversity and
exceptional ecology. It is the only
wetland on Slocan Lake and the
only wetland of this type in the West
Kootenay.”
McCrory was followed by
Biebighauser and Anschild, who
later expanded on their presentations
about wetland restoration at the
actual site.
Wendy King spoke about
SLSS’s Bonanza Biodiversity
Corridor (BBC) initiative. In 2018,
SLSS formed the BBC working
group, and in 2019 they received
an Environmental Enhancement
Program grant from the CBT to
work on the Bonanza Remediation
Program. They are currently trying to
assess what is the “best bang for our

buck – what really makes sense” and
are cooperating with VFE to make
sure “we are all working towards a
common goal.”
Restoration of the Snk’mip
Marsh will begin in August. First,
they will remove the road around
the perimeter of the marsh, restore
a peninsula that was created by
pushing fill on to a beaver dam, and
then start recreating the wetland.
Much of the work will begin later in
August after the birds have fledged.
In this marsh, Biebighauser says,
the situation is greatly complicated
by the fact the area used to be a
farm, owned by someone who was
“passionate about road building.”
This has resulted in large areas of
compaction where little can grow,
and where much of the wetland
was drained or the water ditched or
blocked from its natural courses. The
soil in compacted areas needs to be
loosened and partly removed – or as
Lorna Visser says, “fluffed up” – and
ditches need to be filled so that the
water can spread out.
In one compacted area near the
main access road, Biebighauser

plans to build an artificial “vernal”
or seasonal pond, “making it look
more natural and adding to the
complexity.” This pond will be
accessible to schoolchildren and
those with mobility impairment. “If
you build a wetland that looks and
functions like a natural wetland,” he
says, “the animals and plants will
accept it.” The Central Kootenay
Invasive Species Society has
funding to help with this initiative.
The overall cost will be around
$6,000-$7,000.
Robin Anschild, who has a
wetland consulting business based
out of Victoria, has a particular
interest in the effect of the railroad
bed because of culverts, compaction,
erosion, and ditches effectively
draining the wetlands. She says
that the “estimated area of direct
displacement in the affected area
is 5.3 hectares.” There are 12
culverts, two eroding ditches and
eight locations where the water is
flowing out.
“The project here is really
leading edge,” says Biebighauser.
“Very few people are doing this.”

Snk’mip Marsh tour participants standing on an old beaver dam in the wooded area of the wetland.
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Call for feedback on the management of private forests
compiled by Jan McMurray
The public is invited to provide
input until July 9, 2019 on a program
that helps to ensure the sustainable
management of private forests in BC.
“We want to hear from the public
about whether there is room for
improvement in the management of
private forests and also whether the
private managed forest land program
is a benefit to private forest owners
and the communities they live in,”
said Doug Donaldson, Minister of
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development.
The Private Managed Forest Land
Program was established in 2003
with the introduction of the Private
Managed Forest Land Act. Public
input on the program is welcome
until 4 pm on July 9, 2019. Feedback
forms and more information are
available: https://engage.gov.bc.ca/
privatemanagedforest
“We’re well overdue for a review
of this legislation and program,”
said Nelson-Creston MLA Michelle
Mungall. “We need to get public
input, especially from Kootenay
people because we have a lot of
history and experience with this
– some good and some bad. It’s
important that people connect with
this public consultation process
because we want to make better
policy in terms of how we manage
the land base.”
Logging on private land has
recently come to the fore in the

area with the Cottonwood operation
near Nelson. Mungall explains
that the Private Managed Forest
Land Program is voluntary, and
the Cottonwood property owners
haven’t chosen to participate.
“That’s something I would be
keen to hear about from people in the
area,” Mungall said. “Perhaps they’d
like to see the program be mandatory,
or maybe they have another solution.
The important thing is that they bring
their views and ideas to this process.”
All private landowners are
subject to the Water Sustainability
Act, Drinking Water Protection
Act, Environmental Management
Act, Wildlife Act, Assessment Act,
Wildfire Act and federal acts such
as the Fisheries Act, Migratory
Birds Convention Act and Species
at Risk Act.
Regulations governing private
managed forest land are in addition
to those for basic private forest
landowners. The Private Managed
Forest Land Act establishes
management objectives for key
public environmental values,
including soil conservation, critical
wildlife habitat, fish habitat, drinking
water quality and reforestation.
Property owners who participate
in the voluntary Private Managed
Forest Land Program receive a
lower property tax rate from BC
Assessment and are exempt from
local government bylaws and permits
that would directly or indirectly

submitted
The BC government is inviting
British Columbians to provide input
into improving the Forest and Range
Practices Act.
“Making changes to the act is
essential to strengthen government’s
oversight of the forest sector
and improve public trust in how
our forests and rangelands are
managed,” said Doug Donaldson,
Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development. “We want to improve
the legislation to ensure it will
continue to sustainably manage our
forests and rangelands in the face of
climate change.”
A discussion paper, ‘Forest and
Range Practices Act Improvement
Initiative: Renewal and Resilience,’
and feedback form are available
online: http://engage.gov.bc.ca/
forestandrangepractices
Feedback can be provided until
July 15, 2019.
The Forest and Range Practices
Act governs on-the-ground forest
and range activities on BC’s public
forests and rangelands. Guiding
principles for proposed changes
include putting the resiliency of the
land first, public trust, reconciliation
with First Nations and scientific
knowledge, as well as flexibility and
adaptation.
Feedback from the engagement
process will inform changes to the
Forest and Range Practices Act and

regulations that are planned over the
next two years.
The government made some
initial changes to the Act last month,
including a requirement that forest
licencees publish a map showing
approximate locations of proposed
cutblocks and roads before they can
apply for cutting or road permits. A
report on the comments licencees
receive on their maps from the
public and other stakeholders must
be submitted to government with the
cutting/ road permit applications.

Public comments wanted on
Forest and Range Practices Act

Kootenay Restorative
Justice Seeks New
Volunteer Coordinator

Kootenay Restorative Justice (KRJ)
has been serving the communities of
Nelson and New Denver since 2002
and more recently have included
Salmo RCMP detachment to their jurisdiction. Since this time KRJ have
helped many youths take responsibility for their crime and helped them to
make restitution with the people they
have harmed.  KRJ is now looking
for a new volunteer coordinator, who
would find themselves with approx. 4
hours per week of duties to fulfill.  If
you feel the passion to help young
people in your community and have
a strong interest or experience in
Restorative Justice, you may be the
person we are looking for.  Please
email us at kootenayrj@gmail.com.
Kootenay Restorative Justice
kootenayrj@gmail.com

restrict a forest management activity.
Owners must also pay an annual
administration fee to the Managed
Forest Council and submit an annual
declaration of forest management
activities completed during the
year. They also must pay an exit
fee, should they leave the program
before an initial 15-year commitment
period.
The objectives of the review are
to confirm the primary goals of the
program, which are to encourage
private landowners to manage their
lands for long-term forest production
and encourage sustainable forest
management practices. Government
also wants to increase public
awareness and understanding of the
program.
The ministry will also meet
directly with and accept written
submissions from landowners,
local government, First Nations
and organizations and community
groups that are directly impacted
by activities on private managed

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
25+ years experience

Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397

forest land.
Of the 4.6 million hectares of
private land in BC, about 818,000
hectares — primarily located on
southern Vancouver Island and the
Kootenays — are managed as part
of the Private Managed Forest Land
Program and regulated under the
Private Managed Forest Land Act
and regulations.
Information gathered as part
of the review will be used by the
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ministry to examine how well the
program is meeting its goals and
whether any changes are necessary
to maintain public confidence in the
program. A summary report will be
ready in fall 2019.
MLA Mungall says her office
will be happy to help anyone with
questions about this consultation.
The phone number is 250-354-5944
and is located at 433 Josephine in
Nelson.
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OPINION

Kudos to Village
of New Denver
campground

I would like to commend the
Village of New Denver on their
excellent campground located on
Slocan Lake. My husband and I have
camped near New Denver over a
dozen times in the past 25 years. We
particularly enjoy staying at the Village
campground. The camp attendant is
personable and the washrooms are
outstandingly clean. I am disheartened
to see the closure of some of the local
businesses over the past few years
including a couple of restaurants and
bakery. We continue to look forward
to our stay in New Denver. Kudos to
the Village for a job well done.
Cindy Wagner
Kelowna

Government
interference in
court decisions

I’d like to express my
appreciation to Ed Varney for finally
writing a letter that is short enough
for me to read... just kidding, I read
all his letters and learned from them.
Jody Wilson-Raybould to my
understanding was most worried
about the government interfering with
court decisions. But recently Prince
Justin has formally apologized to the
six Chilcotin chiefs for the court’s
decision to sentence them to death,
and also to Chief Poundmaker for his
treason conviction, overturning the
court’s decision. Yet Jody WilsonRaybould strangely, doesn’t seem to
be concerned with this government
interference.
I wonder if the federal
government will apologize for the
BC Supreme Court decision today
taking away British Columbia’s right
to defend its environment from the
Trans Mountain Pipeline when the
inevitable oil spill despoils our coast?
Rod Retzlaff
Glade
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Federal election
issues

There will be a federal election
this October and I’m wondering what
the various parties will tell us what
should be of concern: SNC Lavalin,
taxing sugary drinks, immigration or a
price on carbon? When I consider that
everything we do happens within ‘the
environment,’ locally and globally, and
that environment is being impacted
by serious climate disruption, I will be
looking at political parties that have
meaningful and measureable policies to
address those environment and climate
issues. We are living in serious times
and need our elected representatives to
work intelligently and cooperatively to
engage in effective problem solving.
Collaborative cooperation can result in
better solutions than just being in power.
Ron Robinson
Nelson

Knapweed pullers in
Silverton: good for you!

My noxious weed projects have
made a difference although if may seem
like we are trying to bail out the ocean
with a cup. “Think globally. Act locally.”
I’d like to share with you a story,
author unknown. Once upon a time
there was a young girl walking on the
edge of the sea who began to notice
that all around were starfish left by the
receding tide. There were starfish as far
as she could see. She became concerned
that the hot sun would dry them out, so
she picked up the starfish closest to her
and threw it back into the sea. Then she
picked up another to throw, and then
another. As she was working diligently
on this, it happened that an old man came
along. After observing her for a while,
he laughed and said, “Child, there are so
many starfish on the beach, you’ll never
get them back into the sea. I can’t see
how your efforts make any difference.”
The child was not discouraged. She
bent down and picked up another starfish,
gave it a great toss, and said, “It made a
difference to that one!”
Lois Wood
Edgewood

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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– Pub and Restaurant Open –
Check out our Facebook Page for more details

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Building a
living legacy
for the Slocan
Valley

A community-building seed was
sown 10 years ago now: conversations
about establishing a foundation for the
Slocan Valley.
From those early discussions in 2009
and a series of community meetings
grew the Slocan Valley Community
Legacy Society and the establishment
of the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund – a
fund held within the Osprey Community
Foundation, in perpetuity, for the benefit
of our beautiful valley.
This journey started for me with a
letter I wrote to New Denver Village
Council in 2009. Having worked for
several large foundations and several
charities, and given my professional
background in organizational
development, fundraising and
communications, I thought perhaps I
could help facilitate the creation of a
community foundation locally. Famous
last words!
The Village replied. They supported
the concept of having a community
foundation and could perhaps help
by organizing a meeting but they
weren’t the right entity to establish the
foundation.
Then, serendipitously, the Kootenay

Savings Community Foundation
announced they would be granting a
chunk of funding to each community
foundation in their service area — but
yikes, we didn’t have one for the Slocan
Valley. Not wanting to miss out on this
boon, five people quickly mobilized
and formed a non-profit society and the
Slocan Valley Legacy Fund. Thanks for
the push, KSCU.
With no existing entity willing
to make the community foundation a
reality, we five founding board members
stepped up: Wendy Harlock, Heather
Burns, Deb Corbett, Craig Stowell
and myself. With the help of Norm
Carruthers, who was then on the Osprey
Community Foundation board, we
determined that the best structure would
be for our Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
to be a fund within the administrative
oversight of the Osprey Foundation, a
registered charity and registered public
foundation.
From those beginnings our
community fund has grown legs and
arms — and donors — for the past
decade. Now the Slocan Valley Legacy
Fund is an established, well-known
entity.
With a lot of hard work (all
volunteer), the society that manages
the fund has thrived. We have initiated
great educational and outreach events
such as the Get Your Just Desserts
volunteer appreciation event, an annual
feature on community foundations in the
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Valley Voice, and our Giving Tuesday
fundraising push which has raised more
money each year.
The society manages an annual
granting program that supports charities
and community projects up and down
the valley. Many of you will be members
of groups that have benefited from
Legacy Fund support.
Successive boards of directors have
built the credibility and visibility of our
fund and attracted donor support, raising
an additional $100,000 from individual
donors (over and above the initial seed
funding) an accomplishment for which
we are justifiably proud.
After 10 years of deep commitment
and a huge amount of volunteer time
and personal energy expended, it is with
mixed feelings that I step down from the
board of the Slocan Valley Community
Legacy Society. The mission is so
important: building community, building
self-reliance and local resilience —
building a fund that supports our
environment, arts and culture, seniors,
health and well-being, healthy recreation
and our Slocan Valley communities
through good times and bad times.
I feel rather like a mother hen
leaving her growing but still gawky
chicks to fend on their own. But after
10 years it truly is time for others to pick
up the shovel and do some digging for a
while. I’ll be cheering from the sidelines
as work continues apace in the hands of
the new board of directors elected at the
Annual General Meeting in Slocan at the
end of May.
I encourage everyone reading this
to consider how you can contribute
to building a living legacy for our
community. The easiest way is to donate
to the fund or leave a bequest in your will
designated to “the Osprey Community
Foundation for the Slocan Valley Legacy
Fund” or to your favourite local charity.
Lorna Visser
Hills
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Don’t idle

While governments talk big
and spend money to address climate
change, it appears they are missing the
most immediate, simplest and most
cost effective solutions. We need to
boil it down to what can be done right
now – today!
One of the biggest things we
drivers can do is to stop idling our
engines unnecessarily. Look around
and you will see people sitting in their
cars and trucks idling and texting, idling
while dropping off or picking up the
kids from school, idling at drive-thrus
or while waiting to fuel up or wash
the vehicle, idling to warm up or cool
down the vehicle, idling while talking
to their friends or neighbours, idling
while waiting for the ferry or at railway
crossings, idling at construction zones,
even guys idling while fueling up
their diesel pickups and that is illegal!
Canadians are known to idle about 25%
of their time behind the wheel.
Idling engines consume
approximately 0.6 litres of fuel per hour
per litre of engine displacement. At

Mt. Sentinel
Performance and
Media Academy
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Students: imagine your typical
school day. Bell rings, you go to
class. Bell rings, you pack up and
head to your next class. The same
monotonous experience, over and
over again. What if there was a way
to spice up your education? What if
you could take a class that lets you
focus on your passions and interests,
all day, every day? At Mt. Sentinel
Secondary, the Performance and
Media Academy allows you to do
exactly that. It is currently taught by
a fantastic trio of teachers: Danny
Leeming, Jacy Schindel and Martina
Avis. The program was created two
years ago by Leeming and Heather
Shippit and is an interdisciplinary,
project and team-based learning that
takes place in second semester each
year at Mt. Sentinel.
When I joined Academy PM I had
no idea that by the end of the school
year I would be helping coordinate

a major event. I applied for Mt.
Sentinel Secondary’s Performance
and Media Academy for the first
time two years ago, when it had just
started. As a student, I am extremely
impressed by the initiative of the
teachers who started, and continue
to run, an impressive digital arts and
media program. It provides endless
amazing opportunities to students
who may have otherwise never seen
their full potential in the classic school
system. True, it’s hard work, but it is
110% worth it.
Academy PM is one semester
of challenging projects and amazing
learning experiences. It is one
semester of teamwork, making deep
connections with every one of your
classmates, and just the right amount
of support and pressure from our
teachers. You need a strong passion
for media arts and you need a great
thirst for knowledge, media, and
above all the progression of your
education.
If you are at all interested in seeing
what we’ve been creating in this
program, here is an opportunity for

you! We are hosting a film showing/
festival, entirely coordinated and run
by students from the Academy. Here
you will get to see our very best video
ventures. Using the prompt ‘Lost
History’ we are exploring our local
community to a new, deeper level
and we are excited to share with you
the results.
On June 17 and 19 at 7 pm, we
are producing and showing a variety
of mini-documentaries and short
films, the culmination of our work in
the Academy this semester. You may
acquire your tickets online at www.
civictheatre.ca, or at the door. $10 for
any single ticket, $35 for a family of
4, $1 for kids under five, and free for
babes in arms.
The Academy is already accepting
applications for next year. If you are
going into grades 10-12, and are
interested, you can email danny.
leeming@sd8net.sd8.bc.ca or jacy.
schindel@sd8net.sd8.bc.ca. External
student applications due June 20,
2019.
Magdalena Velisek
Vallican

“The only explanation is that there
was something smoldering very deep
down – more than two feet down – and
somehow found a way to revitalize
itself and travel to the surface, a sign of
how unprecedented the dry conditions
are that we are currently experiencing,”
Martineau said.
“We’re absolutely careful with what
we do, and we’ve been very successful
for the last 11 years,” Martineau said.

“We have lit close to 20,000 fires to date
and this type of behavior has never been
seen.” He added that the site supervisor
went back to the area on Monday, June
3 to check it again.
The purpose of SIFCo’s work in
the Enterprise Creek area is to create a
landscape level fuel break. The idea is
to reduce forest density, which would
in turn reduce the intensity and rate of
spread of a wildfire. “So if a wildfire was

coming from the south to the north, that
break would intercept the fire and would
be a defendable location. That’s why
that location was chosen,” Martineau
explained. He says Enterprise Creek is
one of 12 landscape level fuel breaks
SIFCo is establishing in the Slocan
Valley.
“If we don’t establish these landscape
level fuel breaks, the impact can be very
dramatic on our communities. We only

have to turn on the news to see how big
these fires can become. This kind of work
is so important,” Martineau says.
SIFCo’s focus since 2009 has been
to protect Slocan Valley communities
from wildfire, and has treated over 500
hectares at a cost of about $3.2 million.
The community forest’s Slocan Valley
Strategic Landscape Level Wildfire
Protection Plan is the first of its kind
in BC.

by Claire Paradis
Nakusp and Area Community
Forest (NACFOR) hosted its annual
open house May 22 at Selkirk College.
Over 20 people took in their displays and
chatted with board members and staff.
There wasn’t one western toad
advocate numbered among the people
who attended, at least when this reporter
was there. Frances Swan, project
manager for NACFOR, said there
hadn’t been much interest since the
complaint against community forest
was investigated and the logging was
given the green light. Swan said the
community forest continues to monitor
toad population numbers, collecting
data and sending it to the ministry. The
area of the controversial logging will be
replanted with trees this season.
Exploring what the options are
to expand the land base available for
NACFOR’s annual harvest remains
a high priority for the community
forest. The BC Community Forest
Association continues to lobby on
behalf of community forests across the
province, many of which face the same
issue of a limited land base for their
operations.
Caribou were another hot topic.
Swan noted that the potential effects
of legislative decisions made by the
federal government to protect mountain

caribou remain unknown as of yet. The
community forest is a member of the
Arrow Lakes Caribou Society (ALCS),
and Swan said they support the efforts
of the multi-stakeholder organization
to have a voice in discussions around
legislation.
Through the community
resiliency investment program, the BC
government has granted the Village of
Nakusp $42,928 for fuel management
prescriptions and FireSmart activities.
The money will target areas crucial
to protecting Nakusp and area from
wildfire, including 12 areas that have
been identified within the Village of
Nakusp.
Some of the recommendations
that emerged from a 2018 Community
Wildfire Protection Plan process include
working with local forest license
holders, private land owners and other
stakeholders like BC Hydro and the
Regional District in order to manage
fuel and reduce the risk of wildfire.
The list of CWPP suggestions also
includes increasing signage at recreation
areas, finding ways to fund firefighting
equipment where there is a gap in fire
response or equipment, incorporating
volunteer firefighter recruitment into the
FireSmart program, and increasing crosstraining between Nakusp and provincial
wildfire firefighters. In effect, the idea

is to create a wildfire risk reduction
zone around Nakusp that extends
out to Summit Lake and to Bayview,

and a bubble around the Nakusp Hot
Springs, as well as mobilizing people and
resources against forest fires.

by Jan McMurray
The death of a 59-year-old Appledale
man is still under investigation by the
Slocan Lake RCMP in New Denver, with
the assistance of the Southeast District
Major Crimes Unit. The RCMP reports
that the status of the investigation should
be determined this week.
On May 20, RCMP officers from the
Slocan Lake detachment in New Denver
responded to a report of a deceased male
located on an Appledale property. When
they arrived, they discovered the man,
who was pronounced dead.

A press release issued by the
RCMP states that foul play has not been
established at this time, but all avenues of
investigation are being followed.
“While we understand there has
been some rampant speculation on
social media on this event, we want to
reassure our community that all avenues
of investigation will be explored to
determine the cause of this man’s death,”
states inspector Tim Olmstead, Officer
in charge of the Kootenay Boundary
Regional detachment, in the press
release.

by Jan McMurray
An RV and a half dozen cars and
trucks caught fire on a Perry Siding
property on Sunday of the May long
weekend, causing black smoke and
explosions that could be seen and
heard for miles around. “It looked like
something out of a movie,” Winlaw Fire
Chief Stephanie Whitney said.
Fire department members warned
neighbours to stay inside with their
windows closed, as burning plastic
from vehicle fires is toxic. There were

no injuries; the occupant wasn’t home
at his Perry Cemetery Road property at
the time of the fire.
The Winlaw department responded
with 10 members and the Slocan
department brought its tender and
two members. “Because there were
many propane cylinders and fuel in the
vehicles, we did not aggressively attack
the fire. We stood back for our safety
and when the explosions stopped, we
moved in to douse the flames,” Whitney
explained.

idle, a 3.5-litre engine consumes about
two litres of fuel per hour and emits
2.3 kilograms of carbon dioxide (CO2)
per litre of fuel. Across the country
each day this adds up to 2.2 million
litres of fuel and produces five million
kilograms of greenhouse gasses. This is
equal to the amount of fuel required to
drive an extra 1,100 vehicles for a year!
Idling also wears out the engine
faster because an idling engine can’t
fully achieve operating temperatures.
The incomplete combustion pollutes
the engine oil prematurely. The best and
fastest way to warm up your engine is
to drive the vehicle – start it up and go.
Read your owner’s manual to confirm
that this is true. Even for diesel engines,
a warm up or cool down period isn’t
necessary. The cost of any mechanical
wear on your starter is negligible
compared to the savings on fuel you’ll
realize. Plus you can double the oil and
filter change period.
If you’re stopped for longer than 30
seconds, turn off the engine – it doesn’t
take that much effort to turn a key!
Terry Lowrey
Nelson

Local residents fight neighbourhood fire at Enterprise Creek
by Jan McMurray
Local residents fought a fire at
Enterprise Creek on Saturday, June 1
that originated from a SIFCo (Slocan
Valley Community Forest) slash pile.
Ironically, the slash pile was from a fuel
treatment operation designed to keep the
community safe from wildfire.
“Our neighbour, Pete Schwartz,
saved the day,” said Joanne Gustafson,
who reports that the fire came within 20
feet of her property line. “Pete could see
the fire from his house, so he took the
initiative.” Joanne says her husband,
Terry, was driving home from work
when he saw the fire, so hurried home.
He went down to the site of the fire with
buckets and his backpack extinguisher.
He arrived just in time, as Pete’s fivegallon backpack extinguisher had just
run out of water. Joanne made some calls,
and another neighbour and his friend
showed up to help. Thankfully, water
could be bucketed from a nearby creek.
“Forestry took a long time to get
there – more than an hour,” Joanne says.
She adds that Tom Bradley from SIFCo
and Leonard Casley of the New Denver
Fire Department, who is Local Assistant
to the Fire Commissioner, both showed
up to assess the situation, as well.
She said the Forestry crew brought
a pump and put the fire out by late
afternoon, and then returned on Sunday
to make sure the fire had been thoroughly
extinguished.
Stephan Martineau, SIFCo manager,
is quite perplexed by the incident. “This
was a slash pile from our last day of
burning this year, which was May 15 –
one month earlier than usual. That fire
was put out the same day, more than two
and a half weeks ago, and was checked
on May 17, 21 and 24.”
He says the fire was declared ‘cold’
(thoroughly extinguished) on May 17 but
was still checked twice more. And then
on top of that, May 25 was a rainy day.

NACFOR open house features wildfire management plans

Death of Appledale man still under investigation

Perry Siding fire: black smoke and explosions
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New Denver council, May 28: Council wants to clean up main intersection

by Katrine Campbell
• Disc golf enthusiasts Tyler
Perrault and Chris Chodat appeared as
a delegation to make a presentation on
disc golf and explain why there should
be a course in New Denver. They didn’t
ask for anything, but wanted the mayor
and council to understand the game and
what benefits the course would have for
the village. The speakers were allowed
an extra 15 minutes for their presentation
as the mayor and councillors wanted to
hear more.
Imagine playing a round of golf
using a disc (a.k.a. frisbee) instead of a
ball, and baskets instead of holes. Players
don’t need a large open space; treed areas
are preferred for their æsthetic appeal.
The benefits to the community are
a new recreation opportunity, the low
cost (no fees to play, a disc costs $8$15), suitability for all abilities, ages and
skill levels, and an attraction to visitors.
Chodat said Retallack Resort has a
private 27-hole course and “people come
looking for it” when they stay there.
• In his verbal report, Councillor
Vern Gustafson said he, Allaway, and
Mayor Leonard Casley had met with
Ministry of Transportation regional
operations manager Katie Ward, who
looks after road maintenance contracts.
They brought up in-town concerns such
as the intersection of Hwys 6 and 31A
which needs some care re sightlines, and
drainage all along Hwy 6 through the
village. In several locations high berms
of sand and dirt have accumulated over
the years, affecting drainage. Also, the
high number of signs at the intersection
DUCKS NEST IN TREES

Cavity-nesting birds are the most threatened in
North America due to the loss of wetlands and the
old-growth woodlands that woodpeckers require.
Woodpeckers excavate a new cavity each year
high in large, decadent trees. Their old holes
are then used for nesting by Slocan ducks: the
Common and Hooded Merganser, Wood Duck,
Bufflehead and Common Goldeneye.

slocanlakess.com

can be confusing to motorists. Gustafson
said “they’ll try to work it into their
schedule.” He added the signage issue is
up to the Village. Allaway said signage
has been brought up to previous councils
but it was put on the back burner. She said
she was happy to hear Ward say MoTI
was open to working with the Village,
and will make someone available to
meet with the Village and the Chamber
of Commerce.
• Council received a notice
from the Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development that the BC Rural
Dividend program’s sixth intake starts
June 15 and ends August 15. The
three funding streams are for project
development (up to $10K), single
applicant (up to $110K for communitydriven economic development and
diversification projects) and partnerships
(up to $500k to support projects that
will be deliver with at least one eligible
partner.))Acting CAO Catherine Allaway
said she has arranged a meeting with
Richard Toperczer, the ministry’s rural
development regional manager, and will
attend an info session webinar June 13
to gather more information. Council has
talked about making improvements to
the downtown core and Allaway wants
to find out what might be eligible for
funding.
• Staff gave council the option of
participating in the RDCK’s Regional
Housing Needs Assessment program, or
of applying for funding from UBCM to
prepare a housing needs report for New
Denver. Council chose the latter.
Allaway said “By going it alone
we have access to more funding.” The
RDCK can get no more than $150,000
from the program to cover its entire area,
while New Denver would be eligible
for $15,000. Council discussed the
amount of staff time needed for either
option, noting they could take the grant
money and hire the RDCK to do the
work. Allaway added that, if necessary,
they could call the RDCK and ask to
get back in.
Council decided to advise the

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

Property Taxes

Property owners of the Village of New Denver are reminded
that 2019 Property Taxes have been mailed out. Property Tax
Payments are due on or before Monday, July 15, 2019. Please
contact the office if you have not received your notice.

SPRINKLING RESTRICTIONS

Residents of the Village of New Denver are asked to observe
the following rules regarding the use of sprinklers within the
municipal boundaries:
Level 1 Sprinkling Restrictions: No sprinkling between
			
10:00 am and 6:00 pm

BEAR SIGHTINGS

Bears have been sighted visiting our area for a few weeks
now. Please ensure that attractants are managed to reduce
human-wildlife conflicts. Residents are encouraged to report
wildlife sightings to the Conservation Officer Service using the
RRAP line at 1-877-952-7727.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

RDCK they don’t want to participate
‘at this time,’ leaving themselves an out
if needed.
• The new Sustainability Advisory
Committee will consist of Councillors
Colin Moss and John Fyke, and
community reps Chad Townsend,
Nadine Raynolds, Dean Spankie and
David Everest. Hal Wright and Vida
Turok also applied, but as Sandon
residents are not eligible. Also, said
Allaway, in her conversations with
them she said it appeared they wanted to
come to meetings wearing their business
(Silversmith Power & Light) hats. They
could be allowed to attend meetings to
give their expert advice, but would not
be allowed to vote.

• Council received the Kootenay
Cannabis Symposium Report from Ron
LeBlanc, the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Coordinator. Allaway
said the symposium had been successful
in engaging with senior levels of
government and in profiling this area.
It marks the end of the Regional District
of Central Kootenay’s involvement, as
it had built groups “that will take it from
here.” The symposium received national
attention as it was featured in the Globe
& Mail.
• Councillor Gerald Wagner reported
on the Rosebery Parklands and Trail
Commission’s efforts to build a beach
access trail at the south end of the
parklands. He said the commission

doesn’t expect to hear about its grant
application to repair the bridge and cable
car until the fall or early winter; decisions
on grants under this program have been
delayed. He also said that the Rosebery
Parklands Development Society wants
10 covenants on the parklands property.
• Councillor John Fyke was
authorized to attend a June 10 meeting of
the Ktunaxa-Kinbasket Treaty Advisory
Committee in Cranbrook, with all
expenses (estimated at $730) paid.
• The acting CAO was appointed
as the Village’s Approving Officer,
“required to consider applications
for subdivision within the municipal
boundaries, in accordance with the
provisions of the Land Title Act.”

by Moe Lyons
With few exceptions, people now
agree we need to do something about
climate change. On May 29 at Crescent
Valley Hall, about 35 people met to
discuss what a Green New Deal would
look like.
An initiative of the Council of
Canadians, Green New Deal Town Halls
are taking place all over the country.
The meetings consist of people coming
together at the grassroots level in a nonpartisan environment.
According to the Council of
Canadians, “The Pact for a Green New
Deal calls for rapid, inclusive and farreaching just transition led by the federal
government, to slash emissions, meet
the demands of the multiple crises we
face, respect the rights of Indigenous
peoples, and create over 1 million jobs
in the process. It is a proposal that is
gaining in popularity among people and
groups from all walks of life, especially
young people who know their futures
are at stake.”
The intention of these meetings is
to create a giant database from all of
the ideas generated, and to put together
a structured vision of how Canada as a
nation can move forward.
The meeting in Crescent Valley was
pulled together by The Four Nations
Coalition of Indigenous Medicine,
located in Vallican.
“We can’t tackle climate change in
isolation,” said Jessica Bamford, one
of the Crescent Valley organizers. “We
need to unite a really huge and diverse
movement with everyone on board. This
is the only way to build the power we
need to actually win.”
Laura Sacks from Nelson, this
year’s winner of the Suzy Hamilton
Legacy Award, also addressed the
meeting. She said we are clearly in
a climate emergency, but there are
some positives emerging. There are
climate strikes all over the Kootenays
and kids are talking about it at home.
“Young people influence their parents,”
she said. The West Kootenay now
has a 100% Renewable campaign;
more environmentalists are running
for public office; a Nelson councillor,
Rik Logtenberg, has started a Climate
Caucus of municipal leaders from across
Canada, and has signed up around 100
members so far; the RDCK has declared
that climate action is imperative, and the
City of Nelson has said it will consider
climate change front and centre in its
plans. Politicians at all levels are coming

forward in support, including our MPs,
MLAs and local representatives.
Kathryn McCooeye, a woman of
Huron, Celt and African ancestry, raised
in the Gitksan (Coast Salish) culture, was
one of the organizers of the event. She
spoke about the Indigenous perspective,
stating that Indigenous people have
known this crisis was coming for over
1,500 years. She said it is imperative we
listen to Indigenous people, and abide by
their ancient laws. “We need Indigenous
people to come to the table and share our
knowledge. We have been taking care
of the environment for thousands upon
thousands of years. We are willing to
learn and also willing to teach.”
After these presentations, the

meeting broke into small groups to
come up with Red Line topics (things
that must not happen under a Green New
Deal) and Green Line topics (things that
must be included). All the ideas from the
Crescent Valley meeting will be added to
the overall database.
In her closing remarks, McCooeye
urged participants, “We need to take our
guilt, anger and rage and use it as a fuel
for action. Don’t stay there by yourself.
Take care of one another. Remember,
we’re feeling this as a species.”
The Council of Canadians has
collected well over 10,000 signatures
on its petition to promote the Green
New Deal. For more information:
greennewdeal.ca.

by Jan McMurray
Invasive zebra and quagga mussels
are making their way towards BC, so
now is the time to act to ensure Slocan
Lake remains healthy. This was the
message from Laurie Carr of the
Central Kootenay Invasive Species
Society (CKISS) to Slocan Valley local
politicians at a meeting on May 21.
Carr told the group that mussels
are present in 750 lakes in North
America so far, mostly in the east, but
are advancing to the west.
“Which will be the future of Slocan
Lake?” asks one of her slides – an ecotourism destination or a mussel-infested
disaster?
The good news is that Slocan Lake
is still fairly pristine and ecologically
healthy. Carr reported that CKISS
found no invasive riparian or aquatic
plants last year during a full survey of
Summit Lake and Upper Slocan Lake
and a survey of high-risk areas such as
boat launches, marinas and recreation
sites on Slocan Lake. Unfortunately,
there is no funding for surveys in 2019.
She said the Bonanza Biodiversity
Corridor would likely be surveyed in
2020.
Carr said local governments
can help prevent invasives through
collaboration, education and
programming, and enforcement of
the BC Weed Control Act, Controlled
Alien Species Regulation of the Wildlife
Act and municipal bylaws. She noted
that CKISS has ‘Clean-Drain-Dry’
signage at boat launches on Slocan
Lake, and that the Village of Silverton
has a boat wash station at its boat

launch. However, she also noted that
there is inadequate invasive species
programming on municipal land in BC.
On the provincial level, the
Province of BC’s Invasive Mussel
Defence Program has been successful.
Carr shared an excerpt from the
program’s 2018 interim report, which
states that 25 watercraft inspected in
other jurisdictions that were destined
for BC were confirmed to have mussels.
Two of these 25 boats were headed to
the Kootenays. The program received
advance notification from the other
jurisdictions (Alberta, Montana, Idaho,
Washington) or the Canada Border
Services Agency on 20 of the boats. It
is illegal under the BC Wildlife Act to
transport invasive mussels, or to allow
them to enter BC waters.
The federal government doesn’t
have as good a track record. One of
Carr’s slides stated that the Department
of Fisheries and Oceans and the
Canada Border Services Agency didn’t
implement adequate measures to
prevent aquatic invasive species,
according to the Office of the Auditor
General of Canada.
A campaign to install boat wash
stations in New Denver, Silverton and
Slocan in 2011 was led by the Slocan
Solutions Society. Richard Johnson of
the society reports that funding was
received for three stations. Silverton’s
was installed and is still in operation.
New Denver’s was installed but
removed after one year due to liability
concerns. Slocan wasn’t able to decide
on a location for theirs in 2011, so the
society has it in storage.

People discuss a Green New Deal in Crescent Valley

CKISS urges local governments to help
protect Slocan Lake from invasive mussels
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Kaslo council, May 21: Jazz Fest offers generous event permit fee
by Jan McMurray
• The Kaslo Jazz Etc Society is
offering the Village a $5,000 event
permit fee this year in recognition of
the extra demand the festival puts on
municipal resources, i.e. sewer system
usage, garbage pickup, and bylaw
enforcement.
The society submitted a list of 14
requests to facilitate the smooth operation
of the festival. Most of the requests are
the same ones that are made every year.
The most notable difference this year was
the request for a three-year agreement
for the first six items on their list. These
are the essentials, such as renewal of
the agreement for camping on four
municipal lands, closure of the public
boat launch, no parking designation on
Kaslo Bay Road, and continued support
from Public Works on park cleanup,
maintenance and improvements. Council
approved all six essential and most of
the other requests, but only for 2019.
They discussed a three-year term for
the essentials, but would like to see
leaseholders consulted and all parties
included in a debrief each year.
There were a few new requests on
this year’s list: extension of the park use
rental until midnight for all three days
(approved); permission to add a Jazz
Fest banner to the ‘Welcome to Kaslo’

signs on the highways over the long
weekend (approved); permission to store
an underground effluent holding tank on
Village property adjacent to South Beach
(approved); exclusive use of the parking
lot on 5th Street for performers and staff
(deferred for consideration at a later
date); permission to reserve the 10 ‘Kaslo
Shipyard’ parking spots in the bay for
disabled patron parking (deferred until
staff can report back to confirm there is
no existing lease or encumbrance).
The society’s application for a
variance to the noise abatement bylaw
until midnight on the three nights of the
festival was also approved.
• The Kaslo infoNet Society (KiN)
asked council to turn the data centre in
the Kemball building into a “first class
data facility.” Council discussed referring
the matter to the Utilities Committee
once it’s formed. In the meantime, the
CAO will work with KiN to explore
funding for the improvements.
• The Kaslo Housing Society is
interested in coming up with solutions
for infrastructure such as roads, water
and sewer for the ‘Lover’s’ property
that it leases from the Village. The lack
of services on the property has been a
barrier to the society accessing funding.
The society is also interested in gathering
public opinion on land use for the

submitted
Local history will come alive on
board the SS Moyie in Kaslo on June
22 when the award-winning Live
History Company comes to town to
perform an interactive “whodunit”
mystery.
There’s definitely something
fishy happening on the Moyie.
Things are out of place and artifacts
are standing the wrong side up.
Clearly, the Kootenay Lake
Historical Society needs your help.
As members of SNEEZE (Security
Novices Examining Exhibit and
Zoology Enigmas), you are called
to the Moyie after hours in order to

help figure out what is causing these
disturbances.
Once inside, you are greeted by
one of the exhibits who has come
to life. They are happy to show you
around and share tales about the
other exhibits. As you hear stories
from their lives, it becomes clear
that one of them is the culprit behind
these disturbances. The question is,
which one? Succeed and you will
find yourself promoted. Fail, and
you may find yourself trapped behind
glass forever.
Tickets are available at the Moyie
for three shows on June 22, at 2 pm,
4 pm and 7 pm.

Live History interactive theatre
comes to the Moyie

An EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY
with the Village
of Kaslo for a
PUBLIC WORKS
LABOURER
This full-time position is available 15 July 2019. Job description,
union scale and qualifications available online at www.kaslo.
ca or by contacting the Village of Kaslo at (250) 353-2311
weekdays 8 am - 4 pm. Written applications will be accepted
until 4 pm July 2, 2019 at Box 576, Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0 or
hand delivered to 413 Fourth Street, Kaslo, BC Attn: Chief
Administrative Officer.

Skills and Qualifications:

Ability to perform heavy and light manual labour requiring
common tools generally used in the building maintenance and
construction fields. Valid Class 5 BC Driver’s Licence. Heavy
equipment operation, air brakes and experience with water
systems are desirable.

surrounding properties. Council met with
society representatives in camera at the
Committee of the Whole meeting prior to
the regular meeting. Then at the regular
meeting, council discussed the issue
again in camera and brought forward to
open meeting the decision to grant the
society permission to do soil suitability
investigations for development on their
leased property and for comparative
purposes on adjacent Village-owned
lands.
• The CAO reported that he
contacted Transport Canada about the
beacon on the Telus tower, and was
informed that the tower does not require
a daytime beacon because the mast is
painted. Transport Canada will contact
Telus to discuss.
• The sewer project is on schedule,
with 400 block construction to take
until the end of June. The connection to
the Legion has had to be redesigned to
enter the building from the front rather
than through the parking lot along the
side. This adds costs, but doesn’t result
in going over the project budget.
• Council decided that it may be
better to defer the Hwy 31 repaving
project in the Village until 2021-22,
when the Kaslo River Bridge is being
replaced. Council would like to see some
improvements over and above paving to
Hwy 31, and these may not be possible
this year because an engineering design
is required. CAO Dunlop was to meet
with the Ministry of Transportation on
May 28 to clarify.
• Council approved a direct award
for paving services to Selkirk Paving
Ltd for a total upset price of $190,000.
Streets on the paving list include 4th
Street and Birch (Hwy 31 to YRB), Birch
Street (cul-de-sac), Balfour Crescent,

Kaslo South Road (Back Road), Spruce
Street, 8th Street & Water (patching),
Kaslo West Road. Funds will come
from the Community Works reserve.
Council directed staff to identify other
streets to add to the program and bring
a further recommendation back to the
next meeting.
• Mayor Hewat will contact Dr. Chris
Cochrane of Kootenay Lake Hospital,
who is on a team that is trying to facilitate
the local deployment of a medical
helicopter, to operate out of Castlegar.
“We believe there is a major problem
with life and limb emergency patient
transport within the West Kootenays.
The solution we believe is locally based
helicopter medical transport,” he says in
his letter to the mayor.
• The Village supports the RDCK’s
application for funding for a regional
housing needs assessment.
• Council approved a contribution
of $1,666.66 to the Kootenay Lake
Inundation Study. The money will
come from the RDCK Community
Development Fund.
• The CAO has asked the Public
Works foreman to start compiling a
list of water system parts that need
replacement. This is in preparation for

Since
Since1986
1986

Great Father’s Day cards for
our special dads, along with
lots of new summer stock.
Open every day.
250.353.2566

7

an eventual grant application for federal
funding for upgrades to the water system
and possibly the next phases of sewer
expansion.
• The new dump/snowplow truck
has arrived.
• Kaslo’s new Model Aeronautics
Association of Canada radio-controlled
airplane club would like a Licence of
Occupation to formalize their use of the
aerodrome. Staff will draft an agreement
for council consideration.

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

Selkirk Paving is working
in the area. Meadow Creek,
Kaslo, Ainsworth, Balfour.
For a free estimate
Call 1-800-668-2848
Driveways to Highways
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Nakusp council, May 27: Seniors’ recreation park space proposed
by Katrine Campbell
• Gwen Papov appeared as a
delegation to outline her proposal for a
park space for seniors’ recreation. She
suggested the strip of land along 8th Ave
opposite the Rotary Villa between the
Seniors’ Hall and the arena parking lot
would be the obvious place. She would
like to see the space be professionally

designed to offer such facilities as
stationary bikes, for cardiovascular and
muscle strengthening.
• Council received a notice from
the Ministry of Forests that the BC
Rural Dividend program’s sixth intake
starts June 15 and ends August 15. The
three funding streams are for project
development (up to $10K), single

Root & Branch Harvest is hiring a:
PROGRAM COORDINATOR
~Connect growers who have surplus food with volunteer harvesters
and share among growers, volunteers and community groups~

Location: Nakusp & area
Hours: Seasonal, part time
Duration: Late June to Late Fall
Coordinator will:

·

Be able to work flexible hours

·

Possess excellent organizational and computer
skills

·

Demonstrate well developed communication
skills; orally and in writing

·

Have access to a reliable vehicle at all times

·

Use own computer and cell phone

·

Be able to work productively in an unstructured
environment

·

Strong interpersonal skills; ability to develop and
maintain relationship with growers, volunteers
and community members.

Financial compensation to be negotiated.
To request a detailed job description, please email: bc_bracken@
yahoo.ca

Submit resume and cover letter to:
L. Kendall Box 225, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0
Or,
bc_bracken@yahoo.ca
Closing date for applications is June 17, 2019
Root & Branch Harvest thanks all who apply, however only those
chosen for interviews will be contacted.

applicant (up to $110K for communitydriven economic development and
diversification projects) and partnerships
(up to $500K to support projects that
will be deliver with at least one eligible
partner.) The mayor suggested three
projects, one for each category: a study
on the breakwater; improvements to the
campground; and fixing the breakwater,
already estimated to cost close to $1
million, with the launch club as a
partner. Hughes said the $500K could
also go to housing, and he asked the
CAO to work with him on getting a
meeting with BC Housing at UBCM.
• A request from Arrow & Slocan
Lakes Community Services (ASLCS)
to place a 53’ trailer on Village land
to provide a service to recycle used
clothing and fabric was supported in
principle. The trailer is provided by a

SMOKEY NEEDS A HOME!
Smokey is a beautiful 6-year
old (mostly) white, shorth a i r e d m a l e . H e ’s v e r y
affectionate, purrs non-stop
and loves to cuddle. Call
PALS at 250-265-3792 and
leave us a message. We’ll call
you back to see if Smokey is
the right fit for you.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Maple Ridge company that purchases
used clothing and fabric. ASLCS is
working in partnership with the Ladies
Auxiliary Thrift Store on this project;
the Thrift Store would no longer have
to haul its unsaleable clothing to the
landfill. Staff will report back on the
most suitable site.
• In order to facilitate the upcoming
installation of the Rainbow Crosswalk,
council rescinded a motion from 2017
at the request of the Sexual Advocacy
For Everyone (SAFE) Committee –
formerly the Gay Straight Alliance. At a
special meeting May 30, it was decided
that the Rainbow Crosswalk will be
located across 4th Street, between CIBC
and Homegrown Market. Pride Week is
June 3-8 in Nakusp, and it is expected
that the installation will occur during
this week.
• The Village will provide a letter
of support for the 2019 Motogiro
Vintage Motorcycle Hill Climb Event
to use Hot Springs Rd. for the event on
September 15.
• Nakusp & Area Trails Society was
authorized to place historical information
signs next to the picnic gazebo at the
marina end of the waterfront walkway.
The signs showcase the history of
the fire lookout on Saddle Mountain.
Councillor Joseph Hughes declared an
interest and left the room for this item.
• Nakusp & Area Community
Forest (NACFOR) reps will attend
the BC Community Forest AGM in
Mission June 12-14. Council agreed to
provide a free night’s stay for two and
hot springs passes for the association’s
silent auction.
• Councillor Susan DeSandoli
was approved to join the municipal
caucus of the Community Based
Seniors’ Services. The caucus will
hold teleconferences instead of meeting
in person. Mayor Tom Zeleznik noted
Nakusp does quite a lot already for
seniors, but it would be good idea to
see what other communities are doing.
• Council received a letter from
citizen Molly Bell with four requests.
First, she asked for anti-idling signage
on Broadway; the mayor asked staff
to look into whether signs had been
ordered. She also asked for garbage cans
to be returned to Broadway; staff said
they are on the way. Bell also suggested
signage at the Japanese garden stating
that the garden was created and is

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi
for Details:
250-265-0002

maintained by Ray Nikkel. Finally,
she suggested the buckboard wagon be
relocated from in front of the library to
either the empty lot between the post
office and kinship centre or just west of
the Leland on the waterfront.
• Council received for information
departmental reports from Public
Works, Parks and Recreation, and
the Fire Chief. Public Works reported
that the CBC tower and building are
in place behind its shop. Community
Clean Up resulted in 80 dump truck
loads of yard debris being hauled to
the PW yard. Recreation Clerk Codie
Jones reported the Nakusp Hot Springs
Chalets occupancy report shows an
increase in occupancy in April 2019
over 2018. Only 10 units were not
booked over the entire month, outside
of the annual spring shutdown dates.
April chalet rentals totaled $17,649.
Fire Chief Terry Warren reported two
brush fires and two chimney fires, but
no structural blazes.

Camp Caribou
dismantles after
good news from
BCTS

by Jan McMurray
‘Camp Caribou,’ set up on Asher
Creek Forest Service Road in Trout
Lake by the Water is Life Collective
on May 16, was dismantled on May 27.
Jessica Ogden of the collective
reports that they broke camp after
she received good news from Doug
McPherson of BC Timber Sales. “Due
to the current public consultations
going on right now with the provincial/
federal government regarding caribou
recovery, this area will be reassessed
for its caribou habitat value before
moving forward with the logging,”
she said.
A ministry spokesperson explained
that the proposed BCTS cutblocks
in the Trout Lake area are in caribou
‘matrix’ habitat, which is typically not
occupied by caribou but is adjacent to
caribou habitat.
“As a result of this area being
designated as matrix habitat, planning
is being guided through consultation
with a qualified professional biologist
with extensive experience and
expertise in caribou management and
the development of best management
practices,” the ministry spokesperson
said.
Guidance from the biologist,
as well as field assessment work
anticipated in the coming field season, is
expected to be incorporated into the site
plans and harvest plans for this forest
development in order to protect habitat
and avoid direct negative impacts to
caribou, the ministry spokesperson said.

250-265-0015

Over 5000 artifacts to enjoy. Relive the sternwheeler
era and our colourful past. See evidence of the Sinixt
people, the first inhabitants to our area.
Open 10 am to 4 pm from Victoria Day weekend in May until
Labour Day weekend in September. Shorter hours until the
end of October as demand indicates.
Group tours available by request. Admission By Donation.
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Shiny new playground at WE Graham opens May 28, 2019
by Jan McMurray
WE Graham Community
School has a shiny new playground,
installed with the help of many, many
community volunteers.
“There were 20 volunteers a
day, even in the rain,” principal
Mike Hurley told the Valley Voice.
“Community spirit is alive and well
in Slocan!”
The whole school came out and

climbed onto the playground structure
in celebration of the new playground
on Tuesday, May 28. As Dayna Fidler,
PAC president, cut the ribbon, she
dedicated the playground to “our
children and our children’s children.”
Hurley said some of the
volunteers who came out to help
install the structure said they wanted
to participate because their fathers
or grandfathers were involved in

building the old one.
The new playground was funded
by the Ministry of Education’s
Playground Equipment Program
($95,000) and School District 8
($15,000). Blue Imp Recreational
Products built the equipment, and a
contractor was hired to manage the
community installation.
Hurley explained that School
District work crew members, who

belong to CUPE, saved the district
a lot of money by agreeing to allow
the community installation. “It was a
phenomenal community showing,”
he said, with in-kind donations
from Kevin Sutherland, YRB (Matt
Stooshnoff), Bob Marsh at Nelson
Home Building and Paul Erven and
two local carpenters who were “the
brains behind the installation” on
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top of the 20 volunteers per day over
three days (Friday, Saturday, Sunday,
May 24-26). The school district
crew dismantled the old playground
equipment, prepped the area and
re-laid the woodchips under the new
structure.
The new equipment replaces
an old wooden structure that was
approximately 20 years old.

VALHALLA SOCIETY - 2019
BEARS & TOADS

SLOCAN VALLEY AREA “H” RURAL BEARSMART
PROGRAM
Contact Coordinator: Kim Frederiksen
		
250-226-6908 kimbfrederiksen8@gmail.com
Funding for cost sharing (of 50%) for electric fencing
		
Gillian Sanders, Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions
		
250-353-1137 grizzlyfencingproject@gmail.com

WE Graham students celebrate their new playground on May 28. PAC President Dayna Fidler cuts the ribbon.

PHOTO: MARCY MAHR

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TOAD
CONSERVATION STUDY AT FISH LAKE

Adult female western toad on Hwy. 31A at Fish Lake.

Become a “Toad Ambassador” and help toads cross the road
• From late April through July, volunteer for a few nights a week to spend
1-2 hours just after dark moving migrating adult toads off Highway 31A at
Fish and Bear lakes. Female toads are killed each year while crossing the
highway to breed carrying some 12,000 eggs that won’t become toadlets.
• In August, volunteer during the day at the Fish Lake rest stop to help monitor
toadlet migrations and talk to the public.
Training provided and mileage costs reimbursed.

LESS 2019 grads: Ezra Barker, Matthew Driedger, Kell Wictorin, Jude Nicholson-Chodat, Meran Dutrisac.

Invitation from LESS grads
submitted
The Lucerne Graduates of
2019 would like to invite the entire
community to attend their graduation
ceremony and celebration. The
ceremony takes place on Saturday,
June 8 at 1 pm in the gym at
Lucerne School. There will be light
refreshments and tea served after the
presentation of the diplomas.
The community and its members
have been integral to the growth
and success of these five graduates
and they want to honour everyone
through this open invitation. Thank
you for all your support, be it
through generous donations, saving
your bottles, encouraging us in our
future plans and goals, providing

work experience opportunities, or
just being a kind neighbour: you
have touched our lives in various
important ways.
We hope to see you at the
ceremony!

Advertise in the
Valley Voice. It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Please contact: Cindy Walker, katakwak@hotmail.com
Marcy Mahr, marcy@netidea.com 250-358-2660
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Slocan History Walk officially launched
by Jan McMurray
Slocan’s History Walk was
officially launched on May 25 at an
event hosted by the Slocan Valley
Historical Society in Slocan Village
council chambers.
The small group in attendance
was given a virtual tour of the walk via
the new website, slocanvalleyhistory.
ca.
Joyce Johnson, society president,
explained that people can either take
the tour virtually via the website, or
take the walk on the ground around
town, stopping at the nine beautiful
wooden kiosks with historic photos
and write-ups. The guidebook for
the walk is available to download
from the website for free, and is
also available in print for $5 at the
Village office, campground, store
and gas station.
The tour, both virtual and
real, includes a large collection
of fascinating historic photos
accompanied by compelling
interpretive information.
The society has been working
on this project for six years. Johnson
said it all started with a conversation
with resident Pat Ashton about the
need to highlight Slocan’s history.

With very few old buildings left
in the village, the society came up
with the idea of installing kiosks
featuring interpretive signage at
several locations around town.
Finding the funding for the
project turned out to be a huge task.
They raised just under $10,000 with
local sponsorships and Arts Vest and
CBT grants, but that wasn’t nearly
enough. Thankfully, the BC Canada
150 program was just the ticket,
and with in-kind donations from the
Lions Club, Kalesnikoff, and Village
Public Works, the society was able to
get the project underway.
“It really did take a whole
village,” said Johnson.
The website part of the project
was funded by the Columbia
Kootenay Cultural Alliance. Shauna
Fidler of rbrand in Winlaw was hired
to do the site development.
Ian Fraser of Kaslo created the
panels for the kiosks. Fraser has
done a lot of interpretive signage
in the region, including signage on
the Slocan Valley Rail Trail and the
Owl Walk.
Currently, there are nine kiosks
with 15 panels, and room for five
more panels. Three of these are

Studio Connexion Gallery invites you to its 11th
		
season
• May 17 - June 8: Christine BigCanoe & Ed Kemp
• June 11 - June 29: Natasha Smith
• July 3 - July 20: Maureen Maryka
• July 23 - August 11: Ursula Abresch
• August 14 - 31: Alain Ayoub
• September 4 - 21: Tatjana Mirkov-Popovicki
• September 24 - October 12: Charlene Duncan

Gallery Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm For other times 250-265-3586
203 Fifth Ave.NW. Nakusp

in the works and more funding
will be needed for the last two.
The Merriwake historic JapaneseCanadian fishing boat, recently
purchased by the society and
currently being restored, will be a
wonderful addition to the tour “in
the next year or two,” according to
Johnson.
Ian Fraser, in attendance at the
launch, said it was very rewarding to

The Valley Voice June 6, 2019

work with people “with all kinds of
pictures and historical expertise and
great attitudes.” He added that he felt
Slocan’s current and near future will
be “very big historically for Slocan.”
The History Walk gives a
glimpse of the breadth and depth of
the Slocan Valley Historical Society
archives. Located in the Village
office building, the archives are
open by appointment by contacting

Johnson. Johnson thanked Innes
Cooper, Greg Nesteroff and Peter
Watson for collecting the archival
materials, and Village council for the
space for the archives.
Last but not certainly not least,
Rory Lindsay of the historical society
thanked Johnson. “This would
never have happened without your
dedication. You were the prime
mover,” he said.

The Slocan History Walk was officially launched May 25. Pictured here is one of the nine kiosks on the tour, with Ian Fraser, Rory Lindsay,
Joyce Johnson, Greg Nesteroff and Anitra Winje.

Natasha Smith showing at Studio Connexion
submitted
Artist Natasha Smith from
Krestova will have an exhibition
at Studio Connexion Art Gallery.
Her last show in Nakusp was at the
ALFA Guild Gallery in 2004 when
she presented Impressions.

After seeing the group show
Convergence at the Hidden Garden
Gallery, curator Anne Béliveau
contacted Natasha to show at her
gallery, Studio Connexion. With
prior commitments, both were
finally able to agree on dates.
Art has its own language which
can be understood differently by
various recipients of different
origins. In her previous series
Mapping Language, Smith
explored the development of her
own visual language.
This new series Mapping
Landscape is comprised of
collage paintings in abstraction
embracing the environment. A
visual artist for more than 20 years,
she truly is multidisciplinary, from
printmaking to collage, assemblage

to painting. She usually works from
her studio in Krestova and often
teaches in post-secondary summer
programs in Western Canada and at
the Oxygen Art Centre in Nelson.
The show and sale Mapping
Landscape starts on June 11 and
runs through June 29.
You can meet Smith at the
opening reception on Friday
June 14 from 5 to 7 pm at Studio
Connexion, 203 Fifth Avenue
NW, just a few short blocks
from Broadway St. in the heart of
Nakusp.
Gallery hours are 11 am to 4
pm, Tuesday to Saturday. Other
times can be arranged by contacting
Anne at 250-265-3586. Follow the
gallery daily posts on social media:
facebook.com/studioconnexion.

submitted
Canadian Rivers Day (Journée
des rivières canadiennes) is held
annually on the second Sunday in
June to promote public awareness
of the importance of preserving the
heritage and health of Canada’s rivers.
A Canadian Rivers Day
celebration will be held June 9
at Millennium Park in Castlegar,
sponsored by Columbia Basin Trust
and RDCK discretionary funding.
All are invited to gather at 11:30 for
a welcome from Sinixt Nation Elder
Marilyn James, followed at noon by
an Indigenous Water Prayer at the
river. Enjoy a barbecue lunch at the
kitchen at 1 pm, and at 2 learn from
the students from Webster Elementary
School Indigenous Student program
about the sculpin, a threatened
species. At 3 pm there will be a

session on Safety on the River.
The idea of celebrating the day
was first voiced publicly at the
Canadian Rivers Heritage Conference
held in 2001. It was supported
by the representatives from the
federal, territorial and provincial
governments. Participating in Rivers
Day helps to spread the message
that rivers are vital to maintain a
healthy ocean and a healthy earth. It
is an opportunity for all Canadians
to honour and commemorate the
important sustaining role of rivers
in Canada and globally. Canadian
Rivers Day helps raise awareness
of the splendour of rivers and their
value to our land. Freshwater species
worldwide have declined by 76% in
the past four decades, showing more
decline than terrestrial or marine
species.

Celebrate Canadian Rivers Day 2019
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Mt. Abriel Rec Site celebrated during AccessAbility Week
compiled by Jan McMurray
Mt. Abriel Rec Site just north of
Nakusp was celebrated once again
on May 22, just ahead of National
AccessAbility Week (May 26-June
1). MLA Katrine Conroy dropped
by to say a few words, and had some
fun riding an adaptive bike over the
accessible bridge that was built at the
site last year.
Conroy announced that the
Nakusp and Area Bike Society
(NABS) and Kootenay Adaptive
Sport Association (KASA) have
received a combined $445,616 in job
creation funding from the Province in
2018 and 2019 to create an inclusive

destination and provide barrier-free
adventures for people of all abilities
at Mt. Abriel.
NABS has focused efforts on
building infrastructure that will
encourage users of all ages and
abilities to visit the Mount Abriel
Trail Network. Their Job Creation
Project began in 2018 with accessible
bridge and campground construction
and continues this year with the
building of the Abriel Pavilion, an
accessible viewing platform and
picnic shelter, and a mountain bike
skills park.
KASA used their job creation
funding last year to develop and

offer the region’s first Adaptive
Sport Camp, where participants
had the opportunity to experience
the new Mt. Abriel trails. This year,
KASA will implement a region-wide
adaptive sport program that includes
adaptive sport equipment rentals for
residents and visitors.
“Working partnerships, like the
one between KASA and NABS,
are key to moving forward with
true inclusiveness in the sport
of mountain biking,” said Mike
Riediger, executive director of
KASA.
Dawn Driscoll, project manager
with NABS, said the Mt. Abriel

MLA Katrine Conroy tries out an adaptive bicycle at Mt. Abriel Recreation Site just north of Nakusp on May 22.

Girls soccer provincials hosted at
Nakusp Secondary May 30-June 1
by Jan McMurray
Nakusp Secondary hosted the girls’
soccer provincials May 30-June 1, with
15 teams in attendance.
On Saturday at the Zelzenik
field, Immaculata from Kelowna beat
Southridge (South Surrey) 2-1 in
overtime to claim the banner.
The Nakusp team played five games.
Losing 6-0 in their first game to eventual
runner-up team Southridge, they then
came very close but lost to Similkameen
1-0. On Thursday in the morning game,
the team lost 2-0 to Lakes District (Burns
Lake). In the afternoon game they lost
4-2 to Hazelton, setting up a showdown
with Boundary Central that the team won
1-0 on a goal by Darian Smith in the last
10 minutes.
“All members of the team showed
a lot of bravery and resilience fighting

through hot weather, injuries, and quality
opponents,” says Jarrett Bass, coach and
NSS athletic director.
Game MVPs were Mikala LewisMorrison, Liana Goodman, Darian
Smith, Sonja Petterson, and Mel Hascarl.
The Sports Commissioner’s 11 recipient
was Liana Goodman.
“It was bittersweet to see Mikala
Lewis-Morrison, Liana Goodman, Tasha
Bjarnason, Kiley Waterfield and Lucy
Ponto play their last high school soccer
games as they all will be graduating in a
couple of weeks,” said Bass.
“The out of town teams commented
what great hosts we and the community
were,” said Peter Gajda, NSS principal.
“All four fields were in great shape, the
referees brought in for the event were top
notch, and the hospitality from the town
was evident.”

Darian Smith was named one of Nakusp’s Most Valuable Players at the Girls’ Soccer Provincial Championships held
at Nakusp Secondary last weekend. Thanks to a goal by Smith, the team won their game against Boundary Central.

project has had an incredible amount
of support. “There is no way we
could have reached where we are
today without the heart, dedication
and support of people.”
When completed, there will be
50 kilometres of trails built through
the forest from the top of Mt. Abriel
down to the lakeshore campground,
where there are 26 accessible sites.
The line-up of speakers at the
May 22 event included MLA Conroy,
Dawn Driscoll of the Nakusp and
Area Bike Society, Mike Riediger
of the Kootenay Adaptive Sport
Association, Tim Payne of Arrow &
Slocan Lakes Community Services,
Janice Alpine of the Ktunaxa, and
two of the people who have worked
on building the Mt. Abriel trails –
Ballard and T’ai.
The Province has provided
funding for these projects through
the Community and Employer
Partnerships (CEP) program which
helps community organizations
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and employers increase local
employment opportunities.
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‘Best diner in BC’ welcomes customers once more
by Katrine Campbell
Fauquier’s famous Mushroom
Addition restaurant, along with the
attached gas station and convenience
store, is once again open for business.
Bill and Judy McCrea and
their son David, along with chef
Christina Cielebak, are busy serving

up homestyle fare, all from scratch,
in the restaurant that has been closed
for eight years. The family bought
the property 20 months ago and
have “totally renovated every inch,”
says Bill. The health inspector was
pleased with the results, and the
building inspector “gave it a big
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thumbs up.” The washrooms were
rebuilt, an accessible washroom was
added, and the big bright kitchen
area has been equipped with new
appliances.
Chef Cielebak will serve up
“nothing but homemade: homemade
fries (not frozen), burger patties, pork
chops, perogies, roast beef,” McCrea
says. And, of course, mushrooms.
“It’s a mom-and-pop kind
of kitchen operation. We had a
barbecue and served up 120 pounds
of potatoes” as French fries.
The restaurant is open from 11
am to 7 pm, until the family can hire

a breakfast cook, at which point the
hours will be 7 am to 7 pm. The
convenience store and the gas station
are open from 7 am to 7 pm. McCrea
hopes to be able to offer propane
sales, too.
What made them decide to do it,
considering their lack of experience
in restaurants and retail?
“Insanity! We decided the area
needed the businesses,” he says.
McCrea was born in Winnipeg
and his parents moved here 47 years
ago. He had his own construction
business, doing house renovations,
and has worked all over the world.

Judy is an LPN who worked for
a drug-testing company in Fort
McMurray. They retired to the
Okanagan, but “I couldn’t handle the
traffic,” Bill says.
In addition to Cielebak, a sous
chef/ kitchen helper and waitress
have been hired, and when it gets
busy they’ll hire more wait staff.
The senior McCraes plan to work
there “until my son takes it over and
lets us go back to being retired,” he
says. “He wants to run it, but we’ll
be here to help. I used to golf seven
days a week, but since we’ve been
here I don’t have time to golf at all.”

submitted
When I am an old woman I shall
wear purple
With a red hat which doesn’t go, and
doesn’t suit me. – Jenny Joseph, 1929
Passersby on Broadway in Nakusp
May 28 were treated to the sight of a
group of 23 Red Hat Mamas outfitted

in purple and wearing a red hat. They
were sipping coffee on the patio of the
Broadway Deli to celebrate their 15th
anniversary. They get together once
a month to greet aging with humour,
silliness and fun – oh, yes and to eat.
On May 28, 2004, 20 ladies
organized by their fearless leader Dawna

Dinning met on this same patio to
form their social club. She joined the
international group while wintering in
Arizona and thought it would do well in
Nakusp. Nine of the original members
were in attendance on Tuesday. Thanks
to the Broadway Deli for the lovely
sweet treats.

Red Hat Ladies celebrate 15 years in Nakusp

Bryce William Hyatt, a great husband, father,
grandfather, son, brother and friend, born on
February 19th, 1949, passed away peacefully,
surrounded by his family, on April 24th, 2019, 3
years to the day he was diagnosed with stage
IV metastatic bowel cancer.

Cancer was never a battle or something he
needed to fight; he considered it a dance.
Cancer was his dance partner for longer than
expected. He learned so much about himself
through the process. He danced with humility
and grace and left this earth happily dancing to
the next plane. He was welcomed on the other
side by his mother, grandmother (from whom
he learned unconditional love) and many good friends.

Born in Ontario, Bryce caught the travel bug as a teenager and headed out west
where he met his life-long sweetheart, Julie-Ann in Burnaby. He was the boy
next door. Julie-Ann just 15 when they met; he waited till she turned 18 before
asking her out. They moved to the West Kootenays in the early spring of 1974.
They moved and lived for a time in Victoria, Kelowna and in Sechelt for 10 years
where their children were born. They settled in Winlaw in 1990, which became
their forever home.

Bryce had an insatiable thirst for knowledge of any new and innovative ideas he
could research and was always excited to share his latest plans with like-minded
friends. He was a collector of knowledge, and a heck of a lot of other stuff. If you
were ever in need of an obscure item to fix almost anything, you just had to stop by,
and with a bit of luck, Bryce could find it for you somewhere in his vast collection
of odds and sods.

Bryce was known for his honesty and always told you the truth, even if it wasn’t
what you wanted to hear. Words of encouragement, wisdom and sometimes
comfort, mixed with a good dose of humour and maybe a touch of sarcasm were
also a part of his conversations with anyone who was smart enough to ask his
advice or opinion.
Bryce was blessed to have so many friends.

Bryce has left behind a plethora of wonderful memories that will help to ease the
sadness we all feel without his presence. He will be sorely missed and is survived
by his wife of 45 years, Julie-Ann, his sons, Will, Saul (his daughter-in-law, Holly),
and Malcolm, grandchildren Siarrah and Jossif, his father Bill, sister Ruth, in-laws
and long-time friends.

A celebration of Bryce’s life is planned for Saturday, June 29th, 2019 at 2:00pm, at
his family home; 6108 Claybrick Road. All are welcome; bring a dish to share and a
chair. Please contact Julie-Ann @ 250-226-7654 if you would like more information.

Twenty-three Red Hat Mamas attended their 15th anniversary get-together in Nakusp.

Kootenay Adaptive “Try It” Series is coming to Nakusp
submitted
On June 9, Kootenay Adaptive
Sport Association, in collaboration
with Kootenay Rockies Tourism
and Access BC, will be hosting a
Try It event at Mt. Abriel, just north
of Nakusp. This Try It event focuses
on the emerging sport of adaptive
mountain biking and accessible

spaces in the outdoors, as well as
being more inclusive in the sport
itself.
There will be an adaptive bike
for all to try and bikes from Shon’s
Bike-Ski-Stay, all for free. Guided
trips on these free rentals will take
riders on beginner friendly adaptive
trails, which can be ridden on almost

Fauquier’s Famous
MUSHROOM ADDITION RESTAURANT
Convenience Store & Gas Station
HAS REOPENED!
Serving nothing but HOMEMADE at the restaurant
RESTAURANT HOURS: 8 am - 7 pm
Sunday brunch buffet from
11 till 2 pm

any bike and even by toddlers on
run bikes.
Join us for this inclusive event
and bring the whole family to enjoy
mountain biking at Mt Abriel.
Following this event, on Monday
June 10, Kootenay Rockies Toursim
and Access BC will be hosting a
Free Universal Design Workshop
in Nakusp.
For more information on
both events, contact mike@
kootenayadaptive.com.

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley

STORE & GAS STATION: 7 am - 7 pm

250-359-7323

250-269-7245

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

– Open daily –
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School District 8 board adopts $69 million budget
submitted
School District 8’s board adopted
the 2019/20 annual budget bylaw at
an open meeting on May 30 in the
amount of $69,090,090. The budget
is overall 1% higher than the budget
for the current school year and
includes some significant increases
in spending for diverse learners and

Aboriginal education.
Superintendent Dr. Christine
Perkins says the new budget holds
some modest increases and she is
pleased with the way things went.
“We wanted to have things
structured differently this year and
strived for a collaborative, inclusive,
balanced budget process,” said

Perkins.
The district incorporated
feedback from nearly 8,000 people
on the budget process through the use
of community intelligence software
ThoughtExchange. Feedback came
from students, staff, parents and
community members. Priorities
focused on mental health, early

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
The Local Government
Management Association of BC is
celebrating its 100th anniversary this
year with the support of BC Hydro by
donating a tree to every municipality
in the province. Local governments
are planting the trees in recognition
of local government professionals
and their ongoing commitment to
community service.
Slocan chose a dogwood and

planted it by the Village office.
Silverton chose a ‘Full Moon’
Japanese maple, which has been
planted in the Day Park near the lake.
New Denver will choose a tree after
construction is completed at Knox
Hall, the tree’s tentative location.
Kaslo plans to choose and plant its
tree in the Legacy Park at City Hall
once the park’s landscaping plans are
completed, and Nakusp’s tree planting
location hasn’t yet been determined.

The LGMA promotes professional
management and leadership excellence
in local government and recognition
of the role of local government
officers in the community. To foster
networking, the LGMA offers
educational programs and has hosted
an annual conference for the past 80
years. The LGMA was created in 1919
as the Municipal Officers Association
of BC. In June 2000 it adopted its
current name.

Local municipalities plant trees to commemorate the work of local government professionals

learning, and continued professional
development for both CUPE and
KLTF staff.
“We will be hiring two new
positions, a Manager of Safe Schools
and Coordinator of Mental Health
and Addictions. This addresses the
attention we need to pay to the social
and emotional needs of our learners,”
said Perkins.
One proposal from the principals
and vice-principals was a districtwide $40 elementary school supplies
fee to help get better prices for
supplies and be more equitable and
affordable for young families.
As for new capital spending,
School District 8 will proceed
with new capital grants totalling
$2,674,762. The annual facilities
grant (capital portion) is $1,094,762;
under the school enhancement

program LVR gets a dust collector
($300,000), Hume School’s
windows get a $750,000 upgrade,
and $425,000 goes to other projects.
Winlaw’s new playground will
be funded at $105,000.
The Blewett expansion can
expect $100,000 of local capital
spent in 2019/20 on preparation.

The tree planting in Slocan on May 21 to commemorate the work of local government professionals was attended by local politicians from all
three municipalities in the Slocan Valley, Area H Director Walter Popoff and Slocan CAO Michelle Gordon.

School District 10, May 21: More teaching staff and hands-on learning next school year
by Jan McMurray
• Next year’s $9.5 million budget
will provide more teaching staff and
more funding for schools to support
hands-on learning, but had to be
balanced by dipping into $321,683
of surplus funds.
Additional staff next year includes
a teaching vice principal for Lucerne
School to support the principal and
to offer more choice for secondary
students; a .8 teacher at Nakusp
Secondary to support more choice
for secondary students; a full-time
teacher at Nakusp Elementary due
to increased enrolment; and a halftime teacher at Burton Elementary to
support the growing K-4 population.
School budgets will be increased
by $5,000 to support hands-on
learning, fine arts or extracurricular
activities.
The board agreed to the

additional spending based on input
from stakeholders at the budget
consultation meetings, and increased
ministry funding. Increased ministry
funding is due to increased enrolment
projected for next year in the district,
and a 9% increase in the Small
Community Supplement.
• Sixteen teaching positions
were posted in May – due to two
maternity leaves, two retirements,
and additional positions afforded by
increased ministry funding.
• District staff were honoured at
a staff appreciation lunch: Charlene
Alexander for 10 years as Strong
Start Coordinator in New Denver;
Verna Halldorson (custodian), Kerry
Hiechert (education assistant) and
Jackie Pearson (education assistant)
for 25 years of service; and retirees
Heather Jenkins (teacher), Barb
Lewis (teacher), Gabi Koehler

(custodian), Nora Currie (custodian),
Stan Strebchuk (custodian), and
Sydney Wigood (education assistant).
• The climbing wall at Nakusp
Secondary is expected to be installed
this summer.
• SD10 will join the ‘Changing
Results for Young Children’ initiative
in the fall. A team, including Strong
Start coordinators, community child
care providers and primary teachers,
will meet with a facilitator five times
over the school year to identify needs
and work on strategies to benefit
early learning. Research shows that
focusing on early learning has big
benefits for children down the road.
• Shelley Moore returns next
year to work with SD10 teachers on
inclusion practices and supports for
children with diverse abilities. 8.5%
of SD10’s students are designated
with diverse learning needs.

Land Act:
Notice of Application for a Disposition of Crown Land
Take notice that We, Columbia Wireless Inc., from Nelson, BC, have
applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD), Kootenay
Boundary Region, for a Licence of Occupation for Communication
Site use situated on Provincial Crown Land located in the vicinity of
Nakusp, BC.
FLNRORD invites comments on this application, the Lands File is
4406031. Written comments concerning this application should be
directed to Authorization Specialist, FLNRORD, Kootenay Boundary
Region, at 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1. Comments
will be received by FLNRORD up to July 13, 2019. FLNRORD may
not be able to consider comments received after this date. Please
visit the website at http://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/ for more information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered
part of the public record. Access to these records requires the
submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) request. Visit http://www.
gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn more about FOI submissions.

Hurry in for a complete selection of Men’s sandals! They’re going fast...

Professional fitting, expert service.
www.vincedevito.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-SpecialtyFootwear-LTD

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622
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Past, present and future of Columbia River
discussed at Castlegar conference
by Moe Lyons
‘Envisioning the future of
the Columbia River’ was the
theme of the sixth annual ‘One
River, Ethics Matter’ conference,
which took place at Selkirk
College in Castlegar May 3031. The conference was very
well attended, with a large First
Nations contingent.
The First Nations represented
were those with whom Selkirk
College, with its Indigenous
Services, have a Memorandum of
Understanding: the Arrow Lakes
(Sinixt) people from the Colville
Confederated Tribes (CCT),
the Ktunaxa, the Okanagan
Nation Alliance (ONA), and the
Secwépemc nation.
On May 31, many speakers
took to the podium to talk about
the past, present and future life
of the river.
The day began with blessings
from Shelly Boyd, Arrow Lakes
coordinator for the CCT, and
86-year-old Hazel Squakim, a
Sinix’t/ Sylix elder. The fact that
the Sinixt have been declared
extinct in Canada was top of
mind for Squakim, who said,
“Our stories are told orally from
generation to generation. We
know who we are, we know how
to take care of these lands. No one
comes to us and says, ‘how can
we help you? How can we learn
from you?’ They don’t recognize
our rights.”
During the first panel,
entitled ‘Rivers of our Moment,’
D.R. Michel, executive director
of the Upper Columbia United
Tribes (UCUT), spoke lovingly
of the river. “Everything we do,
everything we are is around that
river. It’s inside you, it’s in your
heart. She’s alive. It’s a living
thing. It’s not a machine, but
that’s what it’s become.” He
recalled June 2016 when his
people launched canoes in the

river in a salmon ceremony for
the first time in 76 years. “People
said when they stepped into that
canoe they remembered who
they are.”
The second panel, ‘Rivers
through our Memory,’ featured
Shelly Boyd, Barry Moses from
Spokane Language House, Janet
Spicer from Spicer’s farm in
Nakusp, and Chief Alfred Joseph
from the Ktunaxa Nation.
Boyd started out speaking
in her own language, saying
it was important she speak in
both languages because both
are “who I am.” She pointed
out that nowadays First Nations
people must “walk in two worlds.
We must learn to work with
technology now. There are two
ways we must look at things: the
‘intelligent, educated’ way, and
the indigenous way.”
Barry Morse’s work involves
bringing back the Spokane
language. He said, “Restoring the
language, we discover the soul of
where we have been.”
Janet Spicer from Nakusp
had her audience completely
transfixed as she talked about
what once was, and evoked the
experiences she, her family and
the communities along the river
were forced to endure. She was
raised on a beautiful farm on
what is now the Arrow Reservoir,
before it was flooded. When
the flooding was imminent, she
says, “We were shell-shocked.
Exactly that, from the forced
expropriation of our lands and
our homes. We had only a few
hours’ notice. BC Hydro had no
idea of how to go about evicting
thousands of people from their
homes. For the longest time, I
forgot the first 18 years of my
life.”
“The Columbia River,” she
says, “is a magnificent, living
biological entity. It says a great

deal about humankind that all
that is left is a memory. This
is temperate rainforest, and
the combination of latitude,
longitude and altitude in the
Selkirks and Purcells combined
to create a valley of inexpressible
beauty. It was filled with farms,
mills, herons, cottonwoods,
cedar, hemlock, a profusion of
animal life, so many varieties of
flowers, like the Congo or the
Amazon except temperate. The
land shaped the river and the
river shaped the land. The river
carried the silt from Revelstoke
to Castlegar past 27 farming and
logging communities. Fish were
plentiful because of a bountiful
supply of food from insects. All
of this disappeared to create a
reservoir.”
Later, the panel ended with
heartrending photographs of the
Spicer Farm in its glory days,
then houses being burned, the
Minto in flames and the desert
that is now the verge of the Arrow
Reservoir.
Following Spicer, Chief
Alfred Joseph from the Ktunaxa
Nation said that among his people
the Columbia was once known as
“The Great Salmon River. The
loss of the salmon was felt by all
the people.”
Later in the conference, John
Sirois, an Okanagan/Wenatchee
man and advocate for salmon
return, said, “All studies show
the Columbia River still has
enormous capacity to support
salmon.” He says a “10% increase
in eco-based function would add
$19 billion to the Basin’s natural
capital value.”
In the ‘Imagining the Future’
session after lunch, one of the
speakers was Sara Luke, one
of three representatives from

three Indigenous nations who
has been granted observer status
at the Columbia River Treaty
negotiations. She said that
although observer status is not
enough, it is “groundbreaking and
historic” and ensures the idea of
eco-based function makes it to the
table. It also means that behind the
scenes they can help create “more
opportunities to communicate
with our neighbours to the south,”
particularly important because
the tribes in the USA have no
place at the table whatsoever.
Richard Paisley, a lawyer
who works with the Global
Transboundary International
Water Governance Initiative,
helped sum up this session by
saying, “The Treaty is necessary,
but not necessarily only the
Treaty. Don’t get hung up on the
Treaty and don’t stop when that’s
over. The changes we need are
highly unlikely to come out of
the Treaty process.”
In the final overall panel,
‘Rivers as our responsibility,’
John Sirois of UCUT and
coordinator for the Five Tribes
at Colville, quoted Jeannette
Armstrong: “We can stay loyal
to the future or stay loyal to the
illegal past.”
Barry Morse and Shelly
Boyd closed the day with the
‘Death Song,’ a song that one of
Morse’s people sang just before
he was executed by the USA
government for standing up for
the salmon.
This year’s conference was
co-hosted by Selkirk College
and the Spokane Community
College. The annual conference
series was initiated by the Ethics
and Treaty Project, to provide
an international watershed-wide
ongoing conversation.

submitted
Langham Cultural executive
director Paul Grace-Campbell
says the staff and the board
are thrilled at the return of Joy
Kogawa to the Langham theatre
to speak on the theme of Writing
Towards Forgiveness as part of
the 2019 Writers’ Convergence.
Author of the 1981 Canadian
classic novel Obasan, based on
her World War II internment
experience in the Slocan,
Kogawa will focus on her 2016
memoir Gently to Nagasaki
which touchingly, and bravely,
explores the complexities of
forgiveness.

Kogawa is a member of
the Order of Canada and Order
of British Columbia as well
as Japan’s Order of the Rising
Sun for her contribution to
preserving Japanese-Canadian
history. She worked closely with
the Langham in the 1980s which
resulted in Kaslo becoming the
first municipality in Canada
to formally apologize for the
Japanese-Canadian Internment.
Don’t miss the chance to hear
from one of the most influential
Canadian authors of Japanese
descent. Monday, June 10 at 7 pm.
Advance tickets $15 at Sunnyside
Naturals and Willow Interiors.

submitted
The Langham’s Landscapes
of Climate Change speaker
and film series continues with
presentations from two Kootenay
professionals addressing climate
change at the community level,
Friday, June 14, at 6:30 pm.
Kaslo Registered Forester

John Cathro presents ‘Forests and
Climate Change: We’ve managed
to get ourselves into this mess,
can we manage our way out?’
Nelson City Councillor Rik
Logtenberg will tell the story
of ‘The Climate Caucus’ – a
network of municipal elected
leaders.

Joy Kogawa returns to the Langham

Langham hosts speakers on climate change
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

thanks to CBT and RDCK/ Kaslo EDC.
CHIAROSCURO PHOTOGRAPHIC
GALLERY has reopened for its 23rd Season.
Patrizia Menton’s new photographic work in
Colour and B&W will be on display from June
to October. The gallery is located in Hills, BC,
16 km north of New Denver at 123 Reiben Rd.
in a beautiful garden setting. Everyone welcome.
Phone: 250-358-2569 www.patriziamenton.com

GARDENING

THE VALLEY VOICE owners are thinking
about succession planning! We invite community
members interested in the newspaper business
(or learning about the newspaper business) to
contact us by email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Serious inquiries only, please.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo and
Area D with affordable housing. Office hours:
Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday & Thursday 9-12 or
by appointment. #23 The Langham, Kaslo.
250-353-8363. Funding for this position

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ACCOMMODATIONS

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Regular Hours
Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm

RECYCLING
Smokey Creek Salvage

FREE DROP OFF
of most appliances, all metals,
power tools, lawn mowers, etc.

250-359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

CLASSIFIED ADS

Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and ongoing
business training and coaching while you
start your business. And if you’re eligible you
will usually also receive financial support for
the first year. To learn more call 265-3674
ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, Community
Futures offers business loans, counseling &
training; and delivers the Self Employment
program in the Arrow & Slocan Lakes area. For
more info leave a message at 265-3674 ext. 201
or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

ELLEN BURT presents What Forever Feels
Like, a Memoir of Johnsons Landing. Readings,
Spoken Word, Music, Knox Hall, June 23, 7:30.
Guest artists, book sales and refreshments.
THE FRIDAY MARKET in New Denver
happens downtown every Friday, 10 am to 2 pm,
June thru September. For 25 years this beloved
little market has been bringing you fresh local
produce, artisan wares and vibrant Kootenay
culture. We thank you for your support.
CAFÉ LANGHAM PRESENTS JOY
KOGAWA: Writing Towards Forgiveness -

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

Monday June 10, 7pm. Kogawa, a national
figure & member of the Order of Canada &
Japan’s Order of the Rising Sun, speaks on
her memoir Gently to Nagasaki as part of
the 2019 Convergence Writers’ Weekend.
Tickets $15, Sunnyside & Willow.www.
thelangham.ca
HUMAN BORDERS DANCE Theatre
Production - In Kaslo, Friday June 7 at the
Langham Theatre. In Nelson, Saturday June
15 & Wednesday June 19 at the Shambhala
Music and Performance Hall. 7:30 pm.
THE LANGHAM’S Landscapes of
Climate Change Series presents Global
Problem, Local Solution – Friday June
14, 6:30 pm. Two presentations on climate
change in the Kootenays: Registered
Forester John Cathro on managing our
forests, and Nelson City Councillor Rik
Logtenberg on the important role of
municipalities. $10 suggested donation,
students & youth free - everyone welcome!
ANNUAL PIG ROAST at the Slocan Valley
Legion, Saturday June 22. Dinner served 6-8
pm. Open until 9 pm. Live music. Slocan
Legion Hall, 502 Harold St., Slocan. Tickets
at Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or phone
355-2672 to reserve. Tickets $20 (age 6 & under

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
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free). The Legion welcomes members & guests.
THE NEW DENVER Community
Market Society AGM is happening on 12
June. Please join us at 7 pm at 604 Bellevue
Street, New Denver.
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET –
Everyone welcome! Featuring local farmer,
artisans, live music, Kid Zone and tacos.
Every Saturday in June, July, August 10 am-2
pm, Expo Park, Village of Slocan. Contact
Christina 250-355-2635 or just come.
SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band ‘El Dorado
Hoedown’ and live caller. June 29, 6:30-9 pm at
the Bosun Hall in New Denver. Beginners are
welcome. Call 358-7158 for information.

EDUCATION

EXPERIENCED BC REGISTERED
MUSIC TEACHER new to Vallican area
with openings for piano students, age 5 and
older, at all levels in modern, classical and
jazz styles. Adults and special needs students
welcome. Contact Carmen (250) 226-6951.

FOR RENT

KASLO UNIQUE SHARED
ACCOMMODATIONS: Rooms for Rent.
$625/mo. NS/NP. 250-353-2130.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING

• BICYCLE

Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

CLEANING

250-358-7199

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Tyson Bartel • 226-6826
Feldenkrais/Somatic Yoga
Tuesdays
9:30-11 am • $12  
bindustudio.ca Winlaw
Intro Bodywork $30/Hour
* Thai Massage * Reflexology
* Feldenkrais * Yoga Therapy

Healing Suites Collective
#4-5729 HWY 6, Winlaw
sacredearthsomatics.com
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CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
BAND-SAW MILLED mixed dimension
lumber and timbers up to 10” x 10”. Cedar
4” x 4”s,1” x 8”, etc. 208 Laktin Road, Hills,
BC. Call 250-358-7796. For custom milling
call Robert Vandewere: 250-505-2453.

GARDENING

THINKING AHEAD TO BULB
PLANTING SEASON (Sept.-Oct.):
SLUGS is taking bulk orders from the 2019
Van Noort Bulb Catalogue - which includes
many beautiful varieties not available at
the Garlic Fest Bulb Sale. For access to
a catalogue, call (250) 551-7291. Once
you’ve selected your favourite spring bulbs,
we can calculate the price. The order needs
to be complete by June 26.

in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.

HELP WANTED

65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
GALENA CONTRACTORS LTD. is
seeking a full-time heavy-duty mechanic.
Qualifications: Red Seal Heavy-Duty
Mechanic, Valid Driver’s License, 5 years
experience and welding an asset. E-mail
resume to shop@galenacontractors.com

NOTICES

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday and Thursday
mornings 9-10 am. Honour your body by
reducing stress, building strength, flexibility
and balance. Upper story of the fire hall

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a
deeper understanding of yourself and why
things happen the way they do in your life.
It opens your awareness to new viewpoints
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU
regardless of age, background, or religion.
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 3539617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104;
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

HEALTH

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

CLASSIFIED ADS

Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR 1950s short DIVCO milk
truck. 587-803-5142 or blue5777777@
hotmail.com

YARD SALES

YARD SALE ON SATURDAY June 8,
301 6th St., Silverton, 9-2. Variety of items.
Reasonable offers accepted.
SPRING YARD SALE June 8, 10am-2pm, 914
Josephine, New Denver: art work, kids’ stuff,
kitchen, BBQ, camping gear, golf clubs, etc.

MEMORIAL SERVICE

A memorial for Fred Steiner will be held
Saturday, June 15 in Nakusp at the Legion
hall at 11 am. All of Fred’s family and
friends are invited to attend.
Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

518 6th Ave • New Denver

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

REAL ESTATE

SMALL HOUSE IN NAKUSP, BC, 700
sq. ft. on .37 acre, quiet cul-de-sac. Shed and
garden tools included. $175,500. By appt.
only. 250-517-8797.
PRIME COMMERCIAL BUILDING in
Nakusp with approved cannabis dispensary
zoning. $185,000. Listed KellyRoberts@

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Call 250-358-7218 for details

PETS

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –
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Business Classifieds start at $10.00

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: relaxed
walks, come when called, have fun. Learn
more at www.proudofmydog.ca

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

royallepage.ca.

AGRICULTURE

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

GIFTS

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Summer Hours

Open Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Open Sunday, 11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

COMMUNITY
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Youth Speak Out on Climate at the Langham
Langham audience.
Heard’s play was followed
by speeches featuring three LV
Rogers and Mt. Sentinel high school
students. The speakers’ messages
were occasionally fierce, calling on
their peers to wake up to the reality of
climate change and the threat it poses
for their generation. Jade Oseki of
LV Rogers, who is active in Nelson’s
Fridays for the Future group, who
organized the recent 24-hour climate
sit-in at her school, and is slated
to sit on the SD 8 school board as
a youth representative, called for
climate issues to be integrated more
fully into the curriculum. She also
proposed a youth summit, hosted
by LV Rogers, to bring together area
youth to talk about climate change
related issues.
The agenda then moved on to
the evening’s main speakers. Wa’ya
Aeon, a 22-year-old North Kootenay
Lake resident, gave a powerful and
on balance optimistic talk on his
view of humanity’s ability to step
up to the climate challenge. His
impassioned belief in our species’
capacity to change, to respond and

evolve in a time of crisis, inspired
many in a crowd that ranged from
six-year-olds to octogenarians.
Aeon was followed by
Nelson’s Avery Deboer-Smith. Her
presentation, which she called ‘The
Eternal Optimist: the Reality of
the Millennials’ Fight for Climate
Action,’ took the audience through
her experience growing up in
Nelson, then travelling abroad and
witnessing the poverty experienced
by so many on our planet. Her
realization of how fortunate she
is – as most of us are – galvanized
her into a desire to turn her concern
over the fate of humanity into action.
Much of the crowd lingered in
the theatre lobby after the event,
animatedly discussing points raised
during the evening with the youthful
presenters as well as with friends and
neighbours. Everyone finally had
to be gently encouraged to leave,
more than an hour after the official
event ended.
Grace-Campbell summed up the
evening well when she said, “Youth
Speak Out on Climate was amazing.
It was an event led by impassioned

youth, concerned about their future,
willing to shake us up, willing to

wake us up – and also, willing to do
the work themselves.”

PHOTO CREDIT: HELENA SMITH

by Randy Morse
“Can we all put ourselves in the
shoes of the younger generation who
are entering into adulthood in the full
knowledge of the crisis that awaits
them? They face a huge burden.
They have their whole lives in front
of them — or do they?!”
With those words, Dona GraceCampbell, a Citizens Climate
Lobby member and co-creator of
the Langham’s ‘Landscapes of
Climate Change’ series, introduced a
sobering yet inspirational event titled
‘Facing the Future – Youth Speak
Out on Climate,’ at Kaslo’s Langham
Theatre Friday evening, May 31.
The event got off to a rousing
start, courtesy of a group of Kaslo
homeschoolers, led by Jesse and
Kentree Speirs, who welcomed the
near-full house, serenading them
with a song.
Next up was a short play by
Kaslo’s Anne Heard. A Plastic
Fable, with its ‘let’s get rid of singleuse plastic in Kaslo’ message, had
already been performed for both
Kaslo council and the Chamber of
Commerce, and was a hit with the

Local climate advocacy activist Laura Sacks is the 2019 recipient of the Suzy Hamilton Legacy Award.
She started a local chapter of Citizens’ Climate Lobby – an organization focused on creating the political
will for a livable planet – and helped build what is now one of the most active chapters in Canada.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Tim Reilly

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

mobile

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

Darrell A. Olsen

PAINTING

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

K&A

Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377
Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
VOG 1R0		

Cell: 250-265-1342
Phone:250-265-4621

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Nakusp Seniors celebrate 50 golden years in Nakusp
by Jan McMurray
The 50th anniversary of
the Nakusp branch #71 of the

Senior Citizens Association
of BC was celebrated on May
25 at the Nakusp Seniors Hall

Bea Anton and Angelina DeBoni cut the cake at the 50th anniversary
celebration of the Nakusp Seniors Association.

with speakers, refreshments,
and the cutting of a beautiful
cake made by Deb Guest, who
catered the event. The grand
finale was when everyone
broke into the singing of
‘Enjoy Yourself – it’s later
that you think.’
Tom Lie, president of the
Nakusp branch, welcomed
everyone to the celebration and
introduced distinguished guest
speakers Katrine Conroy,
MLA Kootenay West; Tom
Zeleznik, Mayor of Nakusp;
and Gail Detta, president of
the BC Seniors Association.
Doreen Desrochers gave
the history of the Nakusp
Seniors, which was chartered
on April 16, 1969, with 15
members’ names on the
charter. Mr. Robert Sanderson
was president and Mrs.
Sanderson was secretary.
The first meeting place
for the association was the
United Church before they
moved to the lower Legion
clubroom. In November 1977,

Moving forward and giving back: #senditfornyle
submitted
Little did Nyle Mulkey
Chose’s parents Susan Mulkey
(Kaslo) and Lars Chose (Nelson)
know how deeply their son had
touched his community until
after he died tragically in an
automobile accident in March
of 2017. He was 30, and had
been passionately pursuing his
dreams, working in forestry
during the summer months and
as a backcountry snowboarding
guide in the winter. He had a
contagious smile and a fire in his
belly, was quick to laugh and the
first to lend a hand.
Within weeks of Nyle’s
death, people made a point of
letting his parents know what a

positive difference he had made
in their lives and how much they
wanted to keep his spirit alive.
So, last year, in honour of Nyle,
the Nyle Mulkey Chose Bluebird
Day Foundation (NMCBDF), a
not for profit society, was formed
to sponsor young people in the
West Kootenay to develop their
skills in the backcountry.
There was an overwhelming
response to the first fundraiser,
and the society raised enough
money to start the process of
obtaining charitable status, as
well as being able to sponsor
five individuals who are now
furthering their education in
avalanche safety and backcountry
guiding certification.

In April, the NMCBDF held
its second annual fundraiser,
and the board of directors along
with Nyle’s parents were again
humbled by the outpouring
of love and support. Many
thanks go out to the numerous
organizations and individuals
who donated items for the silent
auction and to the Baldface
staff and Nyle’s friends and
coworkers for showing up and
bidding up!
As the foundation moves
forward, it will continue to
honour Nyle’s memory each year
by giving back to the community
and enabling young people to
advance their backcountry skill
development and training.

Nyle Mulkey Chose deeply touched his community before he died tragically in an automobile accident in March of 2017.

Burt to read from her memoir of Johnsons Landing
submitted
In the 1960s and ’70s
hundreds of young people
flocked to the Kootenays to
avoid the Vietnam war, or
simply to settle on the land. The
newcomers conflicted with the
original settlers but eventually
they learned to work together.
Ellen Burt’s book, What
Forever Feels Like, a Memoir
of Johnsons Landing, is a very
personal story which takes place
in this historical context. She

lived in Johnsons Landing from
1968 to 1980, the years of the
back-to-the-land movement.
Her memoir is rich in stories of
family, animals, children, picking
apples, milking cows, visits with
neighbours, as well as yarns she
heard from Old Timers. It is “a
wonderfully bittersweet read,
full of the sounds and smells and
tastes of people living close to the
land.” In the words of poet Fred
Wah the book is “a captivating
account of the idealistic, but

earthbound aspirations of a
smallholder.”
Ellen Burt will present her
book in New Denver and in
Meadow Creek this month. At
the Lardeau Valley Museum in
Meadow Creek, readings will
begin at 2 pm, followed by a
mutual sharing of memories and
an opportunity to buy the book.
Tea and cookies will be provided.
On June 23 at Knox Hall in
New Denver, Burt will present
her book. Readings begin at 7:30.

Mrs. Sanderson wrote to the
Village of Nakusp, asking for
permission to build a facility
in the Nakusp Recreation Park
with the help of the Kinsmen
Club of Nakusp. By then, the
seniors association had grown
to 70 members.
The Village approved the
building permit for the seniors’
building in March 1978. The
$120,000 project was funded
by the government ($42,000),
New Horizons ($17,000)
and donations of money and
time from many businesses,
organizations and individuals.
Desrochers said over $40,000
was donated in volunteer
time – and interestingly, men’s
time was counted as $8 per
hour while women’s time was
counted as $4 per hour!
Opening Day was held in
the beautiful log building June
21, 1980, with 150 people in
attendance from all over the
West Kootenay.
“Fifty years later, we are
still using this building for
all manner of entertainment,
meetings, anniversaries,
birthdays, teas, dinners,
memorial services, flu clinics
and rentals of all kinds to the
community,” said Desrochers.
Ron Isbell was up next to
share his memories of being
on the building crew. He said
Jim Bakker, the son of the
association’s secretary at the
time, drew up the plans. The

Kinsmen and volunteer seniors
excavated and poured the
basement. Canadian Cellulose
donated the logs, Jody Scott
and Mike Doherty were hired
to peel them, and Art Lloyd,
Ray Chartrand, Phil Smith
from Comox, and Isbell were
hired to erect the log building.
Isbell built the trusses and
Dick Jones supplied the shakes
“and if my memory serves me
right, Gordie Adams did the

19
roofing job,” Isbell said.
“I love this community
and the people in it and am
thankful to have had the
honour of contributing in
some small way.”
Desrochers said the aim
of the seniors association is
to keep the senior members
of our community happy and
healthy. “I think we are doing a
very good job at doing that and
hope it will continue forever.”
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The Langham presents Human Borders
submitted
What is a human border? A
defined sense of self? Where is this
line which delineates us as humans,
separate from one another and the
environment where we live? Is a
human border based upon freedoms
or limitations? Do we negotiate these
freedoms and limitations with a hard
or soft approach to our borders?
The Dance Theatre production

of Human Borders expresses how
we may navigate ourselves on a
spectrum defined as concrete ideas as
firm as a wall, in contrast to a sense
of border zone at the periphery of our
experience, harder to define, yet a
more fluid quality of aliveness like a
river. How we work with conflict and
resolution within ourselves, with one
another, and mitigate environmental
resources and challenges, defines us.
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We cannot escape the boundaries
between intention and action, living
and dying, dreaming and waking and
when we surrender to not being able
to escape these border regions we
may find wisdom.
Throughout Human Borders
the communicative body language
that underlies our relationship to
ourselves and to one another is
explored. Movement theatre is the
primary method for shaping the
narrative of this production, drawing
from modern, improvisation, and
contact dance techniques.
In the theatre production of
Human Borders clothing plays a key
role in how we explore the nebulous
and fixed borders of personality.
Just as a fruit cannot be eaten until
the peel is removed, so, too, must
we be capable of removing our
psychological garment to know
a deeper layer of ourselves and
each other. Costumes, by Japanese
designer Terry Sasaki of Vancouver,
are inspired by traditional Japanese
paper-making and textures melded
with modern Western aesthetics.
Human Borders is an original
conception of Lynn Dragone, who
has been teaching and making dance
throughout the Kootenays for three
decades. Her study as a movement
analyst, a meditation teacher in
the Buddhist tradition and artist
in abstract Sumi brush work has

contributed to her outlook and shaped
her choreography and direction of
this project. Joining her on stage are
three dancers who have an eclectic
background in acting movement
arts. Highlighting the production is
the work of classical guitarist and
composer Patrick Lussier.
Now, with the benefit of major
arts funding from the Kootenay

submitted
Our third year and growing!
Fibrefeelia Fest – a Kootenay Fibre
Arts Event will be held the weekend
of June 22 and 23 at Lucerne School
in New Denver. A celebration of all
fibre things!
The event is focused on learning
and sharing fibre arts. Admission to
Market Place at the Lucerne School
gym is free on Saturday 10 am-5 pm
and Sunday 10 am-4 pm. Wonderful
fibre vendors from BC and Alberta
will display and sell their hand-dyed
yarns, fabric, baskets, spinning, felting
and much more.
“Sample It” at the Market Place

gives you a chance for a small fee paid
directly to instructors to try different
fibre techniques including weaving
on a loom, knitting techniques, needle
felting, embroidery and drop spindle.
On site registration takes place at the
Market Place on Saturday and Sunday.
“Yarn Tasting” Saturday June 22,
7-9 pm at the Bosun Hall is a highlight
of the festival. Those who attend have
an opportunity to sample ‘yarns’ from
various yarn vendors. Wine, cheeses,
yarn samples, swag and local business
prizes are all part of the fun! Tickets are
available online through the website or
at Sew Much More in New Denver for
only $20. Our makers this year include

Riverstone Yarns, Lana Knits, Sarah
Elizabeth Fibre Works, Twisted Fae
Fibre Works, Cool Cat Fibre Works,
Fat Marmot Knits and Amazing Felted
Fibre Arts.
Check out our fibre workshops
taking place on Saturday and Sunday at
the school – quilting, knitting, spinning,
punch hooking, dyeing, and felting (wet
& needle). Register through our website
fibrefeeliafest.ca or Sew Much More
(pre-registration and fees). Learn a new
technique and brush up.
Come join us for a delightful and
friendly gathering of all things fibre!
Check out our website fibrefeeliafest.
ca.

submitted
Catch the Joy, a showcase of the
artistic and musical accomplishments of
the students of Lucerne School in New
Denver, will be featured at the Hidden
Garden Gallery June 11-14.
Art teacher Donna Hicks and Patti
Sebben have been inspiring students
from K-12 with a wide variety of projects
over the school year including fabric

portraits, dyed banners, still life and
multimedia art work and clay sculptures.
Musician Noel Fudge worked with high
school students teaching them how to
record their own music for people to
enjoy during the show.
The exhibit will culminate on Friday,
June 14, with an afternoon reception
from 1-3. Live music will be provided
by student musicians and vocalists and

light refreshments will be served. All are
welcome to this community event.
Here’s an opportunity for family,
friends, community members and
visitors to support and enjoy our young
and talented children and youth. We
salute their teachers and all the helpful
and generous staff at Lucerne.
The Hidden Garden Gallery is
located at 112 Slocan Ave, across from
the New Denver village office. The
gallery hours for this student show are
from 10 am – 3 pm, Tuesday through
Friday. For more information visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.

Columbia Cultural Alliance Human
Borders will be performed in Kaslo
and Nelson. Crossing the borders
of age and dance styles, expect the
unexpected.
Kaslo: Langham Theatre, June 7,
7:30 pm, tickets $15.
Nelson: Shambhala Performance
Hall, June 15 and 19, 7:30 pm, tickets
$15.

Moriah Johnston, Lisa Hanning on the wall, and Eugenia Brusa standing right.

Fibrefeelia Fest in New Denver celebrates fibre arts June 22-23

A Kootenay Fibre Arts Event
• Workshops
• Sample It
• Market Place
June 22 & 23, 2019
New Denver, BC
Website: fibrefeeliafest.ca

LESS students exhibit talent at Hidden Garden Gallery
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