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Fibre-optic high-speed internet coming up the Slocan Valley to Nakusp

by Jan McMurray
Improved high-speed internet
infrastructure – a fibre-optic backbone
– is coming to the Slocan Valley.
The new fibre-optic cable, running
approximately 125 kilometres from
Playmor Junction to just north of
Nakusp at Shoreholme, is expected to
be installed by March 2020. This is a
$7.2 million project.
The Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation (CBBC), a wholly owned
subsidiary of Columbia Basin Trust, is
receiving a $3.5 million grant from the
provincial Connecting BC program, and
will manage the project. The Villages
of Nakusp, New Denver, Silverton
and Slocan, and RDCK Areas H and
K will together contribute funding of
$525,000, using mostly gas tax funds.
The remainder of the funds will come
from the Columbia Basin Trust.
“We’re super-duper excited about
this!” said Dave Lampron, Chief
Operating Officer of CBBC, in an
interview. “I think this project is going
to have benefit for the region for many
years to come.”
Lampron says they have a
conceptual design for the project, and
will now start the work to come up
with the detailed design. “Starting this
week, we’ll engage with societies and

groups like the Slocan Valley Heritage
Trail Society and the Streamkeepers to
ensure we know what their needs are
and that we are respecting community
needs – so the conceptual design will
change,” he said.
At this point, the general concept
is to bury the cable along the Slocan
Valley rail trail to Slocan, lay it in
Slocan Lake to Hills, string it on hydro
poles to Nakusp, and lay it in the Arrow
Reservoir to Shoreholme. However,
as Lampron stressed, this concept will
undoubtedly change as the detailed
design is developed.
Once the fibre-optic backbone is in,
the next step will be to get the improved
high-speed internet service to customers.
Local internet service providers will
provide ‘last mile’ connections from
the backbone to homes and businesses,
using either wireless or fibre-optic
technology. CBBC is planning to support
this process.
“We should be able to work with
existing local service providers to use
their existing infrastructure, but there
will be steps down the line where we’ll
be working with them to improve their
infrastructure,” Lampron said.
Opportunities to access provincial
funding for last mile connections and
to expand access to high-speed internet

have been included in BC’s 2019 budget,
with $50 million in additional new funds.
Lampron said CBBC will partner
with local internet service providers to
apply for last mile funding. “We intend to
compete for funds where we’re eligible,”
Lampron said. “If it’s a good fit, we’ll do

our best to coordinate an application.”
Communities benefiting from this
project include Appledale, Brouse,
Crescent Valley, Hills, Lebahdo, Lemon
Creek, Nakusp, New Denver, Passmore,
Perrys, Playmor Junction, Rosebery,
Shoreholme, Silverton, Slocan, Slocan

Park, South Slocan, Summit Lake,
Vallican and Winlaw.
The project is funded through the
Connecting British Columbia intake
announced in 2018 and is administered
by Northern Development Initiative
Trust.

Provincial funding for a fibre-optic internet project in the Slocan Valley was announced in Castlegar March 22. In attendance were Walter Popoff,
RDCK Area H Director; Leah Main, Silverton Councillor; Minister Simms; Minister Conroy; Jessica Lunn, Slocan Mayor; Tom Zeleznik, Nakusp Mayor.

MLA Katrine Conroy was in Nakusp on Saturday, March 23 to present Nakusp’s Citizens of the Year with certificates of recognition from the provincial government. L
to R: Katrine Conroy, MLA; Karen Hamling, Citizen of the Year; Barb Abbey, Lifetime Achievement; Mikala Lewis-Morrison, Youth Achievement. Full story on page 12.
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New Kootenay United Cannabis Association to host symposium in Nelson
officials and policy makers understand
what we need to successfully transition
to compliance with the Cannabis Act,”
says Lesley.
He says that many pre-existing
small and medium sized production
facilities are being compromised and
threatened due to some of the Health
Canada regulations and Revenue
Canada processes.
“These small and medium
business owners in the Kootenays
have created a viable ‘trickle down’
economy in the region, and the
cannabis industry has served as a
safety net during fluctuations in
the resource extraction economy,”
Lesley said. “The cannabis industry
has played a big part in sustaining
families and local businesses for the
past 30+ years.”
Lesley points out that in BC,
only a couple of dispensaries and one
micro producer have been licenced
so far. “This isn’t nearly enough to

meet the demand, so the ability of
medical cannabis users to access their
medicine is severely compromised –
and it impacts recreational cannabis
users, and producers, too” Lesley
said. “The wheels are turning very
slowly, and this could hit BC hard

economically. We’re hoping that the
BC government will stand up for this
home-grown industry.”
The association has come up
with seven recommendations to
the federal government that would
assist in bridging the gap between

the Cannabis Act regulatory system
and the men and women represented
by KUCA. See the sidebar for the
recommendations.
Check www.kuca.ca for more
information and to become a member
of the association.

• To establish a more financially
manageable and flexible transition
period so that craft, micro and medical
producers can develop sustainably and
equitably.
• To streamline an accessible
consultancy process that is federally
or provincially supported and regulated
in order to eliminate fraud and create
more assurances for individuals and
businesses moving towards compliance.
• To create a ‘cannabis board’ that
is comprised of and represents the
diversity and myriad voices that are
impacted by cannabis legalization.
Such a body would set pricing systems

that are financially engineered to
protect producers and investors and to
oversee and suggest policy adjustments
within the industry.
• To broaden proposed regulatory
parameters i.e. canopy size, for craft,
medical and micro grows that reflect
their dynamic agricultural conditions,
such as the need for in-house nurseries.
This is necessary to make certain
business models viable.
• To level the playing field for
micro, craft and medical cultivators,
we recommend the redistribution of a
percentage of the excise tax to support
a grant system for small producers and

infrastructure upgrades.
• All stakeholders invested in the
development of the ‘micro industry’
provincially require Health Canada to
give a viable projection of the number
of activated licensed facilities. KUCA
recommends a projection of 300 per
region by 2020.
• Health Canada has issued
stringent parameters for product lab
testing. This has eliminated most
organic cultivators, and many other
farmers, due to the black listing of
beneficial microbials. It is KUCA’s
position for a federal review and change
to microbial lab test standards.

by Katrine Campbell
Students worldwide have been
walking out of class to join the Fridays
for a Future movement, calling
attention to the serious problems of
climate change.
In New Denver, 15-year-old
Grade 10 student Charlotte (Charlie)
Farrell led her classmates in a protest
from Lucerne School on March 15.
“I was prompted by the global
event,” she says. “I got a few friends
involved and it kind of blew up from
there.” About a dozen people took
part.
“Why we did it and what prompted
me was the current state of climate
change and the current state of our
planet. I don’t see a lot of steps being
taken to reverse the effects of climate
change. When we heard other kids
were getting involved, we decided we
were going to take steps to get it done,
even if were not old enough to vote.”
The group left school about 10:15
and carried their protest signs down

Main Street (Sixth Avenue) to the
Village office, back up Main, down
Hwy 6 to The Pavilion, then back up
the highway where they stood at the
intersection with Hwy 3 for about 45
minutes.
“We stood there so people could
see us. About three of us stayed out
until about 2 or 2:30.”
Farrell says they had some headshaking and eye-rolling reactions,
but only one person said anything
negative. A senior told them they can’t
do anything about climate change
because it was part of the natural cycle
and was inevitable.
Her other frustration was being
made to sign out from school: “I felt
it defeated the purpose of a walkout.”
Another national school strike
is being called for May 3, and the
Lucerne students hope to be part of it.
“We thank the community for
their support of youth and ideals,
letting us share our opinions like we
did.”

KUCA’s recommendations to the federal government

Lucerne students join
Fridays for a Future
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submitted
KUCA (Kootenay United
Cannabis Association) has been
formed to advocate, educate and
promote on behalf of the cannabis
industry.
“Currently, our primary advocacy
concern is for a fair and equitable
transition for those who historically
participated in building the cannabis
industry,” says Jim Lesley, founding
member of the association.
On April 11, KUCA will be hosting
the Kootenay Cannabis Symposium at
the Prestige Inn, Nelson. The goal of
the symposium is to capture the voices
of stakeholders, to identify the barriers
within the application process, and to
begin mapping potential solutions in
moving forward as a united entity.
A network of collaborators and
supporters will be at the symposium,
as will representatives from all three
levels of government.
“It is our goal to help public

Lucerne students walked out of school on March 15 and marched through the village in
solidarity with the global ‘Fridays for a Future’ movement to bring attention to climate change.
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Cannabis co-op to help small growers access legal market

by Claire Paradis
Small cannabis growers and
processors in BC are going to have
to work together in order to be part
of the legal market. And if they don’t
get in on the legal cannabis market,
it could have dire consequences
for rural communities across the
province. That was the message that
David Hurford delivered to roughly
30 people at the BC Small Cannabis
Producers and Processors Co-op
meeting in Nakusp on March 16.
The co-op representative also met
with growers in Nelson on March 18.
The co-op consultations he is
conducting around the province are
sponsored by Vancouver’s Grow
Tech Labs (GTL), a group concerned
about the effects on the BC economy
if small growers here are not included
in the legal market. Hurford said
Grow Tech Labs wants to keep
small provincial growers at the
front of the market and re-establish
and expand BC’s influence as a
global cannabis capital. Hurford is
partnering with GTL to develop the
co-op that they hope will “accelerate
the participation” of small growers
in the legal market. In response to a
question about what GTL was getting
out of helping set up a co-op, Herford
replied that the group was primarily
concerned with the economic effects
of getting small producers in on
legalization, and that GTL would
consider investing in the cooperative.
Hurford himself has been on
the inside track of legalization.
During his 20-plus years working
with government, Hurford worked
with Health Canada to develop
medical marijuana guidelines and
led the Liberal policy committee
in developing a legalization
framework in 2013. As part of that
work, he consulted with patients,
small growers, and compassion
clubs. Since then, he has begun
to worry about what he calls the
“injustice done to small growers”
who were getting squeezed out of
the legalization process. In April
of last year, he left his position as
policy chair for the Liberal party
so he could take part in building a
business model that would help small
producers in BC.
Although there are 5,000-6,000
designated small producers in BC
that have Health Canada approval,
they are not being approached or
encouraged to participate in the new
marketplace, said Hurford. Limits
on the number of plants that small
producers can grow, along with
vague security regulations and the
large costs associated with getting
licensed, are also deeply problematic.
Faced with these issues, BC, which is
comprised of mostly small producers,
won’t be able to enter marketplace,
and consumers will have less choice.
The best model for getting growers
and processors who have decades of
experience and knowledge together
is a cooperative, said Hurford. Why?
Because a cooperative is a legally
incorporated business that is owned
and operated by and for its members
based on established international
values and principles. These values

– self-sufficiency, responsibility,
democracy, equity, and solidarity –
are a natural fit for cannabis growers
and producers, he believes. The
benefits of pooling resources and
decision-making as well as sharing
risks and rewards make it ideal for
small producers and processors who
can’t afford to individually own
pricier equipment or to shell out for
costs associated with licensing and
operating.
Hurford laid out what the
structure and goals could be for
the BC Small Cannabis Producers
and Processors Co-op and asked for
input on everything. This included
the types of memberships the coop would have, and the kinds of
advocacy and financing the co-op
would pursue. There were calls from
the audience for research into organic
certification, testing and shared
insurance costs. Hurford took note
and added that granting programs for
agriculture and agribusiness could

be something the co-op could also
investigate. He also commented that
small producers are concerned about
losing the intellectual property of
their cultured strains, and that the cost
of legal advice is something that the
co-op could share as well.
At the moment, the organizers
of the BC Small Cannabis Producers
and Processors Co-op have identified
three priorities the co-op can bring to
government on behalf of producers
if its membership agrees. First, the
cap for small producers needs to
be doubled, immediately. Second,
a taskforce needs to be set up to
streamline the application process
and a government headquarters needs
to be set up in Vancouver. Third,
targets and goals need to be set for
producers, such as licensing rates, so
that the success of the legal cannabis
program can be measured. However,
the co-op first needs to incorporate
and consult its members.
One Winlaw small producer

at the meeting said that under the
current regulations, they can’t afford
to stay in business on their own. “It’s
expensive,” she said. “The required
facilities are beyond our individual
abilities. I think a co-op is the way
to go.”
For their part, Kootenay cannabis
growers are starting to self-organize.
In October 2018, some Slocan Valley
growers formed the Kootenay United
Cannabis Association (KUCA) as a
local industry association to bring
issues to the government. KUCA is
holding its first symposium in Nelson
at the Prestige Inn on April 11 and
has representatives coming from
government to take part in roundtable
discussions about barriers to local
producers. The Kootenay Outdoor
Producers Co-op based in the
Nelson area is the first legal cannabis
cooperative in the province that
Hurford is aware of, but he is hoping
that more producers will follow their
lead and start incorporating their own

by Jan McMurray
The Columbia Basin Trust has
announced 29 projects that will
receive a total of $484,000 in Trail
Enhancement grants.
Of the 29 projects, there is
one in the Kaslo area, three in the
Nakusp area, and two in the New
Denver area.
The Kaslo Outdoor Recreation
and Trails Society will receive
$25,000 to upgrade and improve
the Kaslo River Trails, improve
the connectivity of Kaslo River
Trials to the True Blue network,
and complete several local trails in
the Mt. Buchanan recreation area.
The society will also install trail
signage based on a uniform trail
sign plan recently proposed by the
Kaslo Trail Alliance.
The Arrow Lakes CrossCountry Ski Club will receive
$4,440 to rehabilitate connector
trails in the Wensley Creek cross-

country ski area.
T h e N a k u s p a n d A re a
Community Forest (NACFOR)
will receive $7,000 to develop
trailside infrastructure, including
picnic tables, in its trail network.
T h e N a k u s p a n d A re a
Community Trail Society will
receive $20,000 to replace Gardner
Creek Bridge on the Peter Roulston
Trail.
The North Slocan Trails
Society will receive $11,431 to
enhance the Butter/ Spine Trail by
installing an accessible outhouse,
interpretive signage and picnic
tables, and to improve trail drainage.
The Slocan Lake ATV Club
will receive $21,000 to build
approximately four kilometres of
trail between Hills and Herman’s
Berm (south of Hills) as part of the
proposed ‘moto bypass trail’ in the
Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail
Network. Rec Sites and Trails BC

will also be contributing funding to
this project.
These 29 projects mark the first
intake of CBT’s three-year, $1.5
million program. The next intake
will open on April 4, 2019. Learn
more at ourtrust.org/trailgrants.

CBT Trail Enhancement grants benefit
trails in Kaslo, Nakusp and New Denver areas

Support the
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co-ops.
With his 25 years of experience
working with government, Hurford
believes the inclusion of small
growers in the legal market can be
done, but it’s going to take producers
and processors across the province
working together.
“If we can be united, then we
can do it. The public is ahead of
the politicians on this,” he told
the crowd. The time to act is now,
stressed Hurford and because it’s
an election year, the window of
opportunity is very small. He said
people should be contacting their
Member of Parliament about getting
small producers into the legal market
because all political parties have a
vested interest in making it work.
Making the argument about the lack
of rural economic opportunities
and the declining health of current
cannabis producers in their riding
is the best way to go, said Hurford.
“This is a rural economic
development issue if there ever is
one,” he said. “It’s not happening in
the city.”

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome

Only $10-$30

1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley

Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)
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OPINION

Slocan cell
tower power
and range

Scientific studies have shown
that cell tower electromagnetic
radiation can harm human health.
Here are a couple of examples from
www.emf-health.com.
“A report in Germany found that
cancer rates more than tripled among
people living within 400 metres of
mobile phone towers or antennae.
It gets worse for those within 100
metres with the study revealing they
were exposed to radiation at 100
times normal levels.”
“A study done in Israel found
the risk of cancer quadrupled among
people living within 350 metres of a
mobile phone transmitter — seven
out of eight cancer patients were
women. Non-thermal effects of
radio frequency radiation accumulate
over time and the risks are more
pronounced after several years of
exposure.”
Online, please reread Kevin
Millership’s letter to the Valley
Voice of July 26 ‘Calling on Slocan
City to reject cell tower.’ I noted 29
countries with regulations that show
unease with the radiation emitted
by cell phone towers. Children are
considered to be especially at risk
of negative health effects, and cancer
is just one of many illnesses people
have reported.
From Ricole Cabodyna’s letter
in the March 14 Valley Voice, the
electromagnetic radiation from the
Telus cell tower is being pushed out
with more power than is necessary
simply to serve Slocan. Does
this extra, unnecessary power of
transmission negatively affect the
health of Slocan residents? Is the
Village of Slocan council going to
tell Telus to reduce the range of the
cell phone signal so it will only reach
as far as Gravel Pit Road, as per the
original statement?
I think many Slocan residents
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would like to know the answers to
these questions.
Keith Newberry
Slocan

The 5G
controversy

Numbers of scientists expressing
concern over 5G is really not the
issue. Scientists are taught to be
disciplined in refraining from
expressing opinions over matters they
haven’t personally studied, unlike
us lay people who are so inclined
to “know” something. We haven’t
learned to say, “I don’t know.”
My concern is with Health
Canada. HC is supposed to study
things like 5G and protect us. I
learned that they follow what they
call “weight of evidence” as a basis
for their decisions. This means
that they make piles of pro and
con papers, put them on a scale,
figuratively or literally, and then go
for coffee.
Natural law is not as wishywashy as stacks of conflicting
research papers. If we watch a bunch
of people jumping and suddenly one
of them soars into the air instead of
coming down in accordance with the
law of gravity, we don’t shrug our
shoulders and go for coffee. When
there is inconsistency in research, that
is when the work begins.
So, if one is ignorant and doesn’t
trust HC, what does one do?
We can find scientists who at
least claim to have gone over a large
number of papers. I listen to what
they have to say. They believe that we
must do this extra work. I also take an
interest in retired military scientists
who have worked in what is called
‘microwave warfare’ or ‘stealth
warfare.’ I know that the military is
far ahead of the commercial sector
in research pertaining to military
defense, and a military scientist has
nothing to gain by being a whistle
blower.
Norbert Duerichen
New Denver
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The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
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Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Chef Brodie Boland and our wonderful kitchen team have created a new menu that 430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
is sure to please everyone’s taste buds! Check our Facebook page for details.
250-353-7714
The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

You can’t eat oil

Floods. Fires. Drought. Nothing
you can do about it, right? Wrong.
Climate change, a.k.a. global
warming, screws up Mother Earth
the same way a fever screws up
the human body. It’s a symptom of
disease. Disease that can be fatal.
Happy New Year.
When global temperatures
change, the humidity in the
atmosphere changes. Warmer air can
hold more water vapour. The speed
at which the humid air travels also
changes. A bit like diarrhea, when
food intake travels from entry to exit
without being digested, humidity
racing by high up in the atmosphere
doesn’t do the earth much good,
either.
Water gets into the atmosphere
when it evaporates. Warm air is
lighter than cold air. Boil some water:
the steam rises. The higher water
vapour rises in the atmosphere, the
colder it gets, until it condenses and
falls down as rain, or snow, or hail.
Good healthy soil absorbs the
water. Vegetation, especially trees,
suck it up. Forests are cool because
of the shade, but also because of
the moisture evaporating through
the foliage. The cool air above the
forest causes the humidity in the air
to condense and fall down as rain.
Ergo: trees attract rain!
No trees, no rain. No rain,

drought. Drought: forest fires.
Last summer I flew from
Kelowna to Victoria. Below me
lay a patchwork quilt of clearcuts,
stitched together with narrow strips
of forest and patches of trees. In the
last 50 years we have lost 70% of
our wildlife – their habitat and food
supply gone. Deer seeking refuge
in towns because, like thousands of
homeless people, they have nowhere
else to go. Two lone mountain
caribou, lost and forlorn, “Where
have all the others gone?” Bleak
picture, isn’t it?
Oh, sure, we need jobs, we need
oil, we need a healthy economy.
True, but if we don’t act, and act
now, we will end up like Venezuela. I
think Venezuela teaches us a valuable
lesson: you can’t eat oil. They have
lots of it, but they’re starving.
Food, all food, needs healthy soil
– and water! We can do something,
you, me, all of us: protect our soil
and our water. Protect our trees,
protect our ecosystems. Seems
Forestry is cutting down trees as
fast as they can, before they are all
gone. Makes sense, doesn’t it? (It
doesn’t of course, you ‘n’ me know
that, but...) We still have tracts of
forest and unique ecosystems here
in the Kootenays. If 2+2+50 makes
a million...
Elsje de Boer
Fauquier
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Why is Canada
still dithering?

New Zealand is a peace-loving
country. As such they thought it was
good enough to have gun laws that
were somewhat better than those in
America. Surely, in a peace loving
country like New Zealand, no one
would have good reason to launch a
military-style assault on their fellow
citizens. They got complacent.
As it turns out, no New Zealander
did decide to open fire on their fellow
citizens, but an Australian did. Australia
was no longer complacent like New
Zealand. They had already had such an
attack, and in response they tightened
their gun laws, making it hard for
Brenton Tarrant to get the weapons
he needed to carry out his atrocity. So
he went to New Zealand, where he
was permitted to buy several semiautomatic guns, and enough hi-capacity
clips to get the job done. Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern immediately said
that those gun laws will be changed.
I admire her courage to act in the
interests of her people, without having
to placate the gun loving minority, who
believe that the solution to the problem
is more guns. No dithering.
Canada too is complacent. We are
happy to point out that our gun laws are
better than those of our neighbours to
the south, and ignore that we are still
allowing semi-automatic rifles, pistols,
and sawed-off shotguns to be owned
by the citizens at large. We have had
our warnings! Why is our government
still dithering? If we can afford to
waste $4.5 billion to buy a worn out
pipeline, we can afford to buy back
all these weapons. It would be the best
investment we ever made. Canada is
also a peace-loving country. Let’s set a
good example for Uncle Sam. It is time.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade
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A Trumpism

After reading the letter by Rory
Lindsay in the March 14 issue,
I had to go back and reread the
article by Art Joyce in the February
28 issue to see what the fuss was
all about. While Joyce’s article
was well researched and not an
opinion, Lindsay’s was more like a
Trumpism, false news, and opinion.
To dismiss yet another wake-up
call from a brave group from the
scientific community and say there
is little basis in fact reminds me
of the efforts of the tobacco lobby.
They spent millions to discredit
the studies proving the harmful
impacts of tobacco smoke. While
there are thousands of studies on the
negative health effects of EMF and
microwave radiation, which includes
2-5G, there are NO studies that say
5G is safe. Insurance companies do
major risk analyses on all types of
things to establish rates. Guess what,
Lloyds of London, one of the world’s
premier insurance groups, will not
insure any healthcare claims made
against wireless technologies, which
includes 5G.
Then there are people who do
not believe in the impact of climate
change.
Bob Lerch
Winlaw

Go with the flow

Yes. Smoke that cigarette! Crank
up the volume! Put another two
spoonfuls of sugar on those Frosted
Flakes… They’re great!
Well, why not? Species of all
sorts – birds, insects, and fish – are
going extinct at an amazingly fast
pace. Male fertility for all species,
and definitely including our own,
depending, is down by about a third.
Fish, whales and other sea creatures
get terminally tangled in plastic or
strangled or worse, and die off. Yes,
why not: Go with the flow and smoke
that cigarette, like we were told to
and if you’re over 50 or so, you’ll
know how we were made to believe
it was just such a great thing, and
good for our health too! Yup, and
asbestos in the walls, and plastic in
your breasts – go with the flow!
Flow is good. It is water turning
from ice… Going against the current
is admirable though, if we can end
the facetious nature of this letter
thus far, because then we might
encourage our kids not to smoke
and avoid dying ugly deaths. And
we would get stronger, like fish
that swim upstream, not to mention
that going against the current is the
only way some populations (salmon
for example) can even reproduce
at all. So, while I get it that even
though with 5G (for the pressing
current example) we will be able
to download movies super quick,
the lack of privacy in bedroom,
bathroom and bar, major national
security risks from super-easy
hacking – and of course there’s the
health thing – are the fortunately not

so ‘hidden’ costs. Hey but Trump has
that last one figured out – he’s going
to let them (Huawei) in, everywhere,
except at the White House and where
he doesn’t want spying, etc. going
on. (Do you have a White House?)
Would anyone today argue that the
benefits outweigh the risks? Facts are
facts and it’s a huge responsibility to
sort things through but a huge relief
too, as we know we are trying to do
what’s right. Especially where public
health is concerned, no?
Daphne Fields
Slocan

Political rats

He may have made a good actor
with the faces he can pull, but not a
Prime Minister of a nation. I for one
can’t stand his visage anymore, of
this cheating, lying Prime Obfuscater.
It would have been so nice to have
an honest younger generation PM,
but it was not to be. He put the
noose around his own political neck
when he fired Attorney General
Jody Wilson-Raybould. Obviously,
he fired her because she did not
want to do his bidding, which was
to continue his crooked affairs with
a corrupt company. We are not in
Poland or Turkey.
It’s disgusting how the federal
Liberal caucus is now coming down
on Jody Wilson-Raybould and Jane
Philpott. It’s the reverse of the old
saying about the rats leaving a sinking
ship. Here, the rats are trying to save
their nest instead of our democracy
– which Jody Wilson-Raybould is
standing up for. That is clear now
that the Chief Executive Officer of
SNC-Lavalin Neil Bruce stated in
an interview on BNN Bloomberg
on March 21 that the company never
threatened the PMO with leaving
Quebec along with 9,000 jobs if
they didn’t get a DPA (Deferred
Prosecution Agreement) from the
Canadian judiciary. Trudeau’s ‘by the
way’ reference to the election next
October, as mentioned by WilsonRaybould in her testimony, shows the
actual reason for him to draw SNC
into their dilemma. He was trying to
save his own and his party’s future.
What would 1,000 politicians 100
feet under the ocean be?
The conundrum now is that we
want neither another ‘Harper boy’
nor a Yappy like Trudeau. Perhaps
Joyce Murray could pull the cart
out of the mud. She has proven her
mettle in various ministries here in
BC, and she has a green core – read
her biography online. With her, we
might get Jody Wilson-Raybould
back.
Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

With the current

For someone challenging
me on my facts, Mr. Lindsay’s
letter contains remarkably few
of them. It has distinct echoes
of the so-called ‘climate change
debate’ of the 1990s, when in a
false understanding of journalistic

‘balance,’ the media gave equal
time to climate change deniers,
many of whom were paid oil
industry shills.
When I first began this research
back in 2007, I held no opinion
either way. It was only through
hundreds of hours of my volunteer
time, reading the abstracts of
hundreds of scientific reports, that
I became convinced of the potential
harm. I had no agenda but to inform
myself and to use my skills on
behalf of the health and safety of
my community. Why else would I
expose myself to such uninformed
attacks on my credibility as a
journalist?
Even 12 years ago, highly
respected scientists around the
world were raising red flags about
this technology. Since that time
the evidence has only grown
stronger. There are now at least
10,000 scientific studies suggesting
various mechanisms of harm from
microwave frequencies, from the
time this was first studied in the
1960s. Perhaps this isn’t enough for
Mr. Lindsay and he would prefer to
wait until there are a million. This
ignores the Precautionary Principle,
which states that we have “a duty to
prevent harm… even when all the
evidence is not in,” and scientific
investigation has found a plausible
risk. (Canadian Environmental Law
Association/Wikipedia) To do less
is pure negligence.
And surprise! When Dr. Henry
Lai, a scientist at the University
of Washington, did a meta-study
of studies, comparing those that
showed potential harm from
wireless radiation with those that
didn’t or were inconclusive, the
latter were largely funded by the
telecommunications industry.
Exactly like the oil companies did
with climate change science. In
2017 the US National Toxicology
Program—a government-funded
research body—was able to induce
tumours in lab rats through high
exposure to cell phone signals. The
scientific consensus among the top
authorities in this field, such as Dr.
Devra Davis, Dr. Olle Johansson,
Dr. Joel Moskowicz, Dr. Magda
Havas, Dr. Martin Pall and many,
many others, is that ten years of
heavy usage of a cell phone doubles
the risk of brain tumours.
And that’s 4G, not 5G, which
many scientists are warning could
be even worse. Two former military
intelligence officers, Capt. Jerry
Flynn, retired Canadian Navy
signals intelligence; and Barrie
Trower, retired British MI5 officer,
have been testifying at their own
expense that the 5G frequencies
were originally developed as
weapons and the military is well
aware of the impact on human
health. Many of these same experts
are now urgently testifying before
Congress, various State legislatures
and the European parliament that
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the rollout of 5G must be stopped
until we can better assess the
potential health risks to human and
animal populations, calling it “a
medical experiment on humanity,”
and therefore, under the Nuremberg
Code, a crime. But perhaps Mr.
Lindsay would prefer to place his
trust in Big Telecom, which after all
has our best interests at heart rather
than its billions in profit.
If Mr. Lindsay would like, I can
put him in touch with some of these
scientists so he can tell them directly
how wrong they are based on his
personal expert opinion. The only
ones going ‘against the current’ now
as regards electromagnetic science
are those who stubbornly refuse
to accept the mounting evidence
that wireless devices are the 21st
century tobacco – times ten. When
cancer comes calling, don’t say you
weren’t warned.
Art Joyce
New Denver

Why we were at
Greyhorse

A number of reasons!
I say “we” because this is bigger
than just me. I am connected to
something much greater and there
are a number of people with the same
concerns. (So I will say “I” or “we”
while not taking credit for anything.)
We tried reaching out to our
local MLA Michelle Mungall (who
locked her doors to the public a few
times), licensee Cooper Creek Cedar
Ltd. / Porcupine Wood Products,
Selkirk District forestry office, Area
D Director Aimee Watson, Interior
Health, and MP Wayne Stetski, and
we submitted letters and petitions to
various levels of government.
I felt that we tried all other
avenues reaching out to our local
leaders. I felt like we kept getting
directed to someone else or hearing,
“There’s nothing we can do.” We
keep getting sent down some deep
rabbit holes.
Lands and trees start out owned
by the Crown/public/us but we have
no say. We only get a say once a
licensee gets the tenure at which
point we are approached and it’s
too late.
Regardless of how much
negative community input they
get, the licensee does not really
care about our concerns. They are
merely ticking off their box that they
engaged with the community.
So we have to beg for protection
of our forests and waters because
all science is being ignored. All
common sense is being ignored. This
is simply a for-profit system at the
expense of the land, water, animal
habitat ecosystems and the people.
Essentially we are getting in the way
of ‘their money.’
Am I the only one who feels like
this is very wrong?
Greyhorse Ridge is located
approximately 10-15 km north of
Meadow Creek, and is very close to

the ONLY inland temperate rainforest
in the world, which governs our local
climate and is also an important
wildlife corridor for species at risk
and non-species at risk animals.
So after I felt that all other
avenues were exhausted, I felt like I
needed to take a stand at Greyhorse
in the cold of winter as my way of
continuing to raise awareness about
climate crisis adaptation in an effort
to stop these massive clearcuts at the
headwaters of Kootenay Lake. They
are taking way too much out of there.
We are at the tipping point of climate
emergency.
Unsustainable clearcuts heavily
contribute to “natural” disasters such
as floods, wildfires, droughts, change
in wind patterns and also taking away
habitat from animals such as caribou,
grizzly, deer, elk, etc.
I needed to take my stand where
very few else would. I was willing to
stand in the wee hours of the morning
exercising my moral obligation and
duty to stand up for my environment
and our future while exercising my
civil rights to protest and protect. Or
else what good is democracy? I know
what I’m willing to give up for what
I feel is right and morally just.
I feel like we reached the point
of having to exercise our civil rights
by protesting to get our voices heard
only to be met with potential criminal
charges and watching the RCMP
escort the loggers to ‘work’ and
removing us from the area. Where
is the injunction? What happened to
my civil rights?
I am going to continue to stay
steady, strong and persistent and
bring light to the intent of protecting
and enhancing intact forests as one
of our best methods to buffer climate
change as demonstrated by countless
scientists.
We are requesting a complete
moratorium on clearcut logging in
the Kootenays, or at the very least
be met halfway by the industry. I feel
like we need to change the way our
forests are managed. In fact I know it.
Brock Snyder
Local farmer,
environmentalist, activist
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Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

COMMUNITY

6

The Valley Voice March 28, 2019

New Denver council, March 12: Village takes closer look at state of its heritage building
by Katrine Campbell
• The Village will apply to
the Columbia Basin Trust ‘Built
Heritage’ grant program for up
to $55,000 for the Silvery Slocan
Museum emergency stabilization
project. Managed by the Silvery
Slocan Historical Society, the
building houses the museum,
archival space and the Visitor
Centre. Concerns about the structural
integrity arose in 2016 and the next
year a comprehensive assessment
and estimated budget for repairs
and renovations were compiled. The
work has a high priority because of
advanced rot in part of the exterior
wall; continued use of the building
depends on emergency repair and
stabilization.
Councillor Colin Moss asked
why maintenance had been deferred
on the building. Mayor Leonard
Casley answered that all the Village’s
[heritage] buildings have had
maintenance deferred. According

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

SKINKS & FROGS EMERGE

As frogs come out from the winter mud, they
reverse their hibernating “antifreeze” so that
heart and brain activity reboots. Western Skinks
(exquisitely coloured agile lizards with a bright
blue tail and four creamy stripes running head
to tail) emerge from their communal winter
dens (hibernacula) to feed on insects and
earthworms and mate close to the den.
slocanlakess.com

to Recreation and Cultural Services
Coordinator Amanda Murphy,
maintenance had been downloaded
onto the organizations running the
buildings, and they may not have
the ability to do asset management
planning, she said.
“This goes to show how
important it is to have a building
maintenance model,” Casley added.
“Societies are good at finding and
displaying artifacts. It’s ridiculous to
expect volunteers to be able to plan
and carry out maintenance.”
• Council received for
information a letter from the
Forest Enhancement Society of
BC with its report on projects and
accomplishments. Councillor Vern
Gustafson said he was amazed at
the amount of money available – “a
mountain of freakin’ cash!” The
FESBC was formed in 2016 with
financing of $85 million from the
Province. Most of the projects
involve wildfire mitigation projects.
• Gustafson reported on the
Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure’s public forum on
Active Transportation in Nelson. As
part of CleanBC it has instituted an
‘active transportation’ program to
get people out of their vehicles by
making it easier to use non-motorized
transport. Since September of last
year it has been researching the
issue, and this month held regional
stakeholder forums and ongoing
online engagements. “The ministry
is getting information to set up
parameters and supply funding,”
Gustafson said. He noted that, at
the end of the evening, participants
found that most communities in the
region had already set up their own
programs. MoTI plans to release its

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

NEW OFFICE HOURS

Please note that the Village of New Denver municipal office
will now be open weekdays except statutory holidays from 9:00
am until 4:00 pm.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre is hiring for the 2019
season. There are grant dependent student positions available,
as well as non-student positions to be filled. Interested individuals can contact the Village Office for more information. The
deadline for non-student positions is April 1st, and applications
for the grant dependent student positions is April 15, 2019.

OUTDOOR BURNING REMINDER

Residents of New Denver are reminded that outdoor burning
is regulated within the Village of New Denver. Permits are
required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires contained
within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface area not greater
than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured gas, coal
or electric barbecue.
Free burning permits are available from April 1st to May 15th
and from September 30th to November 15th – for more information please contact the Village Office, weekdays between
8:00 am and 4:00 pm. Council thanks all residents for their
cooperation.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

strategy in June.
• Gustafson declared an interest
and left the chambers. In his absence,
council approved the appointment
of Janice Gustafson as the Chamber
of Commerce representative on the
Health Advisory Committee.
• Moss reported on the March
6 meeting of the West Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital
District (WKBRHD) which dealt
mostly with budget items. Moss
was appointed to the Executive
Committee to represent the Arrow
Lakes/Slocan/Castlegar/Nakusp
region.
He asked IH staff to explain what
‘Primary Care Network’ actually
means and how it will impact
facilities and staff; they said they are
also waiting for the information. The
Arrow Lakes emergency department
renovation is on time and on budget.
• Moss also reported on the
February 21 RDCK board meeting.
Abra Brynne, representing the
Central Kootenay Food Policy
Council, made a “very impressive”

presentation to the board. Moss
spoke with her after the meeting
and she said she’d be happy to
make a presentation to council.
The Food Policy Council’s aim is
to promote more use of Kootenaygrown food and to assist local
farmers in marketing their product.
- RDCK staff was directed
to explore the costs of a Heritage
Conservation Plan for Sandon.
- The Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society was awarded an $800
Community Development grant.
- The RDCK board agreed to
appoint Area H Director Walter
Popoff to the Village’s Health
Advisory Committee.
• Casley reported the fire
department had been called out to
a structure fire and the new truck
operated well. The fire department
called the manufacturer with some
small problems, and a technician
was sent out within four days.
• The streetlight at an alley off
Third Street in the Orchard will
continue to annoy nearby residents

for some time. Councillor John
Fyke’s motion to have it removed
was defeated. A decision was
deferred until the April 9 meeting.
Allaway has been talking with BC
Hydro for options such as changing
the position of the arm. A meeting
with Hydro has been scheduled to
go over plans for all problem lights
in the village.
• Council approved a request for
a letter of support for establishing a
childcare centre at Lucerne School.
• Council adopted the Village’s
new Municipal Campground Policy.
Reservations will be accepted for all
types of sites, with 10% left open
for first come, first serve visitors.
Reservations will be made through a
third-party system, with the booking
fees paid by the campers.
• A complaint about the hazards
to pedestrians at the Hwy 6/31A/6th
Ave intersection resulted in council
directing staff to work with the
Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure to explore options for
improving pedestrian safety.

by Moe Lyons
• Sandon’s Silversmith Power and
Light Corporation, represented by
owners Hal Wright and Vida Turok,
showed a PowerPoint presentation
about the benefits of keeping power
generation local. They’re asking
local municipalities to support local
generation of truly ‘green’ electricity,
and to keep the money in the Kootenays,
instead of sending $1,000,000 per year
to Victoria. They are taking their
detailed discussion of how to do it, and
what is currently happening in BC, out
to the communities.
Wright and Turok said that only 2%
of power generated in BC is truly green,
defined as: no fossil fuels; no dams;
minimal impact; smaller scale; being
actually replenishable, and locally
produced if possible.

They pointed out that prior to
1957, Silverton and many other small
communities generated and sold their
own power, and that Nelson does
this highly successfully. Currently,
they said, BC Hydro and the BC
government are making it harder and
harder for locals and local communities
to generate their own power.
They are asking municipalities
to make a proclamation similar to:
“We will strive to procure and utilize
certified green electricity to power all
municipally owned buildings, pumps
and street lighting as soon as it can be
made available. We will lobby the BC
Utilities Commission, Union of BC
Municipalities (UBCM), the Province
of BC and BC Hydro to facilitate this
objective.”
Council listened attentively to
their presentation and Mayor Clarke
recommended that seeing as it was
such a complicated issue, council
would receive it and give it further
consideration. This motion was passed.
• The Slocan Valley Community
Legacy Society (SVCLS) made a
presentation about the society and
the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund. The
endowment fund has been growing
since it was set up in 2009, thanks
to contributions from the Kootenay
Savings Community Foundation, the
Columbia Basin Trust and private
individuals. All contributions stay in
the fund, and returns on investment
are distributed throughout the
community as grants. The fund is
run through the Osprey Foundation
in Nelson, which works through the
Vancouver Foundation. There are no
paid members, and all work is done
by volunteers. Membership costs
$10. On April 7, SVCLS will be
hosting their ever-popular volunteer
appreciation event, ‘Just Desserts’ at the
Silverton Memorial Hall. The Village
has offered the use of the hall as its
annual contribution to local volunteers.
• Council agreed to write a letter of
support for a proposed new childcare
centre at Lucerne School.

• Council received correspondence
from the RDCK’s Regional Energy
Efficiency Program. On April 24,
the program will have an official
community launch at Silverton
Memorial Hall. There, people will
be able to find out how this program
can work for them. Its intention is to
“provide education and support to
residents across the region to access
home energy assessments and to do
home energy upgrades/retrofits” and
“to support the building industry
... meet the 2022 version of the BC
Building Code.” Silverton will assist
with postering and publicity.
• Mayor Clarke reported on his
work over the last month. He met
with the Slocan Lake Arts Council,
which announced it will now be
merging with the Valhalla Fine Arts
Society, and will be operating as a
committee under that organization. He
attended the Association of Kootenay
and Boundary Local Governments
meeting on February 26 and he intends
to run once again as director at large.
He also attended an Elected Official
Seminar run by the Local Government
Leadership Academy from February
26 to March 1.
• Leah Main, although not present,
turned in a written report on her work
as acting chair of the West Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital District
board, as chair of the Community
Sustainable Living Advisory
Committee, and as a representative
to the RDCK, among numerous other
meetings and consultations. She was
also elected chair of the West Kootenay
Regional Transit Committee.
• The Chief Administrator’s
report touched on budgeting, asset
management, fuel management with
SIFCo, collaboration with the RDCK
re FireSmart and Emergency Services
Enhancement, and the need to replace
the furnace in the Public Works
building. The Village office will be
closed April 10 and 11 due to meetings
elsewhere. Hazardous Waste roundup
will be on Saturday, September 21.

Silverton council, March 12: Green electricity presentation from Sandon reps

BC Hydro community
grant deadline is March 29

submitted
Non-profits, registered charities
and community organizations in the
Thompson, Okanagan and Columbia
regions have the opportunity to apply
for a BC Hydro community grant until
March 29.
Through its Community Grant
program, BC Hydro works with local
organizations that are committed to
making a difference in their communities
with projects focused on developing
smart energy ideas that promote energy
efficiency, reduce carbon emissions
and minimize environmental impacts;
building the workforce of tomorrow by
focusing on youth programs in trades,
science, technology, engineering and
math; and safety education.
Grassroots Grants offer funding up
to $2,000 for local community-based
programs.
Broad Impact Grants offer funding
up to $10,000 for organizations who
wish to expand an existing program
or develop a new program in multiple
communities.
To apply or for more information,
please visit bchydro.com/grants.
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Kaslo council, March 12: Baseball field upgrades proposed

by Jan McMurray
• Kaslo Baseball Association
representatives Jordan Davie and
Matt Brown asked council for
permission to upgrade the Vimy Park
baseball field. They’d like to install
irrigation and renovate the infield to
industry standard. The association
plans to raise funds through grants
and other fundraising activities, and
hopes to complete the project in fall
2019/spring 2020.
• At a special meeting March
5, council awarded the engineering
and administration contract for the
sewer expansion project to TRUE
Consulting. This was a direct award
for up to $120,119, with a request
that the firm look for ways to save
money.
• Mayor Hewat will attend the
Heritage BC conference May 9-11 in
Nanaimo. The Heritage BC Awards
for the Kaslo City Hall (Outstanding
Heritage Conservation Award)
and SS Moyie Fire Suppression
Replacement Project (Recognition
Award) will be presented during the
conference.
• The Village will provide a letter
of support for the Kootenay Lake
Historical Society’s SS Moyie Plank
and Capstan Restoration Project. The

project would see the replacement of
rotting planks in the ship’s hull.
• Council decided to join the
Partners for Climate Protection
Program of the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities.
Municipalities that join the program
show their commitment to reducing
greenhouse gases. The CAO and
Councillor Knoll will oversee Kaslo’s
participation and will be the points of
contact in the community.
• The Village will send a letter
to Minister of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources Michelle
Mungall, asking that the provincial
government decrease support for
the fossil fuel sector and shift those
supports to helping communities
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
Paul and Dona Grace-Campbell,
Kaslo residents and members of
the Citizens’ Climate Lobby, asked
council to send the letter.
• A letter from residents of six
households on Arena Avenue asks
for a meeting with council to discuss
the need for wildfire mitigation work
in their neighbourhood. Staff will
contact the residents to get further
information.
• Concerns about the Stormwater
Management Plan raised by Bill

Wells in a letter to council were
“referred to staff for investigation
in an effort to seek a reasonable
solution,” according to the draft
minutes of the council meeting. In his
letter, Wells asks why previous plans
to address Arena Avenue erosion
are absent from the Stormwater
Management Plan. Wells says he
worked with the previous CAO,
Works Foreman, and geotechnical
engineer Norm Deverny on a plan to
mitigate risk from drainage issues in
the Arena Avenue area.
• Local artist Yvonne Boyd
wrote to council to ask about their
support for a public art project.
Called ‘Koots,’ the project would
involve public art displayed in easily
accessible forested areas throughout
the region. Council will let Boyd
know that the necessary policies
are not yet in place to allow for this
project, but may be for next year.
Council intends to reinstate the Arts
Committee.
• In response to a request for the
Village to be a Gold sponsor of the
iDidaRide and Run event this year,
staff will ask the organizers to apply
for a municipal recreation grant.
• A bylaw increasing council
remuneration was given three

readings. The motivation behind the
increase is new federal legislation
that has subjected a portion of council
stipends to taxation. In the past,
this portion (one-third) of council
stipends was tax-free. To offset this,
council remuneration was increased
to $6,627.69 for councillors (formerly
$5,813.76) and $12,613.78 (formerly
$11,064.72) for the mayor.
• In correspondence to council,
Anne Malik suggests some wording
for the Village’s policy on sewer
charges for municipal properties.
Council received the correspondence,
and noted that staff is currently
working on this.
• A draft Kemball Building
Rental Policy was presented to
council, stating that leases would
be considered for office use only.
Council asked staff to remove “for
office use only” and to reflect that
uses must meet current zoning
requirements and not require physical
building changes.
• The Village will write a letter
of support for the designation of
February 1 as RCMP Appreciation
Day. A group of citizens in Vernon
is leading this initiative. The RCMP
was created on February 1, 1920,

and will be celebrating its 100th
anniversary on February 1, 2020.
• Councillor Lang was nominated
for a director position on the
Association of Kootenay Boundary
Local Governments.

Since
Since1986
1986

We have a jewellery
clearance throughout April!
Beautiful pieces, great prices.
Now open Monday-Saturday.
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

Kaslo & New Denver
Community Pharmacy

DID YOU KNOW…

A New & Improved Shingles Vaccine
is now available!
Recommended for people 50+
Protect yourself against this
debilitating condition
Call Mike and Ward for more information
about Shingles and other available vaccines!

Commited to our community and your health
309 6th Ave, New Denver: 250-358-2500 • Kaslo: 250-353-2224

Starbelly Jam celebrates its 20th anniversary this year.

Starbelly Jam celebrates 20 years
submitted
Starbelly Jam Music Festival, “the
sweetest in BC,” is celebrating its 20th
anniversary with another fabulous
showcase of music, dance, art, and
everything else you’ve loved for the last
two decades.
Organizers are feeling nostalgic
having come this far, and are combining
some elements of times past with new
trends and your feedback to keep
Starbelly fun, safe, and sweet for 2019.
For the last few years Sunday attendance
has been dropping. People have to travel
back for work and are missing out on a
third of the fun including the fabulous
Giant Parade.
So for Sunday 2019 organizers are
working on coordinating with businesses
and groups in Crawford Bay to offer
those who can stay an adventure out on
the town: music and events at various
businesses and restaurants, tours of
hiking and biking trails, beach time and
more so you can have a real East Shore
Adventure Sunday.
What’s staying: the Giant Parade (on
Saturday), morning yoga and meditation,
Rock & Roll Friday Night, an amazing
variety of talent all weekend including

engaging and creative workshops, and
abundant music and hilarious distractions
for kids.
Initially Friday night had events
throughout the community but back then
they figured if they were setting up for
two days why not three?
Head to www.starbellyjam.org for
festival info, to join the volunteer family,
or get your Early Bird tickets (while
they last).

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Permanent Part-time Employment Opportunity

North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society
Counsellor - Child & Youth Mental Health and PEACE program
An exciting opening for a Counsellor to work with children and youth.
24 hours per week
As the Child and Youth Counsellor, you will provide comprehensive evidence-based services for children and youth
under the age of 19, and their parents and caregivers, residing in Kaslo and the surrounding area. You will work
closely with members of the counselling team, referring agencies and community partners. Clinical supervision will
be provided.
Preferred qualifications:
• Master’s degree in a related social services field or a lesser degree with a combination of training and experience
• Able to be registered or licensed with an appropriate provincial body.
• Demonstrated knowledge and skills in assessment and treatment of children and youth who experience mental,
emotional and behavioural problems.
• Demonstrated experience providing individual, group, and family, psycho-educational and brief therapy.
• Demonstrated consultation and liaison skills with external agencies.
• Driver’s licence and access to a vehicle for work purposes.
Please email the Administrator at North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society with your resume and cover
letter: administrator@nklcss.org. Please ensure your cover letter addresses how you meet the preferred qualifications.
Wage starting at $24.64/hour
The position will remain open until a suitable candidate is hired.
Only those shortlisted will be contacted.
Full job description at www.nklcss.org
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Nakusp council, March 11: Strategic Plan to be revamped

by Claire Paradis
• The 2019-22 Strategic Plan will be
revamped in light of feedback received
in response to the Village’s request
for input into the plan. Letters were
received from the Nakusp and District
Chamber of Commerce, Andi Gabb, and
the Nakusp and Area Youth Network

MEET OREO!

Oreo is a young-adult, neutered, male cat. He
is long-haired and so handsome with his striking
black and white colouring.
Oreo is very sociable; he loves other cats and
people. He is looking for his nice, warm FOREVER
HOME where he will be safe and loved.
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THIS
VERY LOVABLE KITTY, please call PALS
today at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

(NAYN).
The Chamber suggested encouraging
investment and small businesses through
tax breaks, and marketing Nakusp as
a destination for visitors, investors
and new residents. The letter noted
that tourism wasn’t mentioned in the
strategic plan, and that there were several
ways of supporting tourism. Better
signage, as well as more support for the
Visitor Centre, which is underfunded
and underused, were mentioned in the
letter. So was working to support the
manufacture of value-added products
in conjunction with the forestry sector.
Last, the letter stated that the “Village
office needs to become a place where
residents and business owners (current
and prospective) go because they feel
welcomed, and know they can get the
help they need. Our members report that
the opposite is currently the case.”
Andi Gabb’s letter suggested that
the Village might need to make policy
changes, address the housing shortage
and market Nakusp in urban centres in
order to attract tech industry to Nakusp.
NAYN Coordinator Kiara McLean
invited the Village to partner with youth
in a number of ways, and proposed that
the Village provide auditorium space as
an in-kind donation to encourage youth
programming.
Councillor Janis Neufeld proposed
several changes to the Village’s Strategic
Plan, which were accepted for the most

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi for Details: 250-265-0002

part. The revamped strategic plan will
be available soon on the Village website.
• Barb Chwachka, director of the
Nakusp and Area Community Trails
Society (NACTS), headed a delegation
to council with a proposal to install
signage in town about the fire lookout on
Saddle Mountain. Preferably, the signage
would be placed in a location with a good
view of the iconic mountain and lookout.
The society has restored the fire
lookout, complete with signage inside
the building documenting its history.
“Because the hike up to the lookout is
considered somewhat strenuous and
long, many people will never see this
historical record,” the NACTS letter
read. “We propose to erect a kiosk
containing this historical signage on
village land somewhere along the
waterfront with the mountain and fire
lookout in view.”
Although the trails society did have
a preferred site for a sign, they said they
were very open to suggestions from
the Village about where it should go
and how it should be designed for ease
of maintenance. NACTS would like
to put it on the grassy knoll in front of
the gazebo by the marina, which has
a beautiful view of Saddle Mountain,

and would like it to be accessible for
people in wheelchairs. The society will
be covering all costs associated with the
signage.
Chwachka also mentioned that
NACTS would like to be part of any
discussions around the washout on the
rail trail above the Village.
• Kady Hunter, Community Healthy
Facilitator from the Interior Health
Authority (IHA), proposed a partnership
with the Village to promote health and
wellness in the community. Hunter said
the IHA can provide data and staff people
to support healthy community planning
and action.
• The Downtown Revitalization
Project is scheduled to start up again
April 1 and run for six weeks to complete
phase one. Terry Welsh has been hired as
Site Supervisor.
• Mayor Tom Zeleznik reported that
the date of BC Hydro’s planned outage
this spring will likely be Sunday, May 5.
• Councillor Aidan McLaren-Caux
reported on his attendance at the Elected
Officials Seminar in Kimberley February
26-28. One of the takeaways for him
was about the hot springs. Given that
both Ainsworth and Halcyon have
recently sold, and the fact that Nakusp

Hot Springs has becoming increasingly
profitable, “the Village is in a reasonably
sound position to either: a) invest into
the hot springs (including professional
business management) as a long-term
revenue stream for the village; or, b) take
another look at attempting to sell part or
all of the operation.”
• Councillor Janis Neufeld also
reported on her attendance at the seminar,
and at the BC Economic Development
Association Summit, March 3-5. At the
summit, she discussed funding options
for an Economic Development Officer
(EDO) with Helen Patterson of the
Southern Interior Development Initiative
Trust (SIDIT). Neufeld reported that,
according to Patterson, SIDIT could fund
an EDO for up to three years if it is tied
to a greater project that would increase
revenue and create jobs.
• The Village granted a request
from grade 7 classes of the Nakusp
and Edgewood Schools for the Village
to donate 70 hot springs passes. The
students are participating in an exchange
program with students in Radon, Quebec,
and would like to take their visitors to
the Nakusp Hot Springs. The Quebec
students will be here the first two weeks
of May.

by Claire Paradis
A revised capital budget was
presented at the March 11 Nakusp
council meeting. Three projects have
been added: arena ice plant upgrade
($100,000), campground expansion
planning ($20,000), and Jackie James
Ball Diamond repairs ($30,000). Some
projects that were in the $1,151,500
preliminary capital budget, presented to
council in January, have been removed
in order to reallocate funding to the arena
ice plant upgrade. The revised budget
totals $929,500.
The $20,000 for the campground
expansion planning will come from
general capital reserves. There was some
discussion whether the cost of planning
could be reduced. Councillor Janis
Neufeld mentioned that good planning
is worth the money, and that trails could
be part of the campground planning
considerations. CAO Laurie Taylor said
that plans will help give accurate costs
for the expansion. The expansion work is
scheduled to take place in spring of 2020
before the campground opens.
The $100,000 for ice plant upgrades

will come from the Community Works
(gas tax) reserve fund, which means
the reserve is taking a serious hit. Two
projects have been scrapped for this year
to put the funding towards the ice plant
– backflow preventers ($10,000) and
Japanese Garden roof repairs ($5,000).
When asked what the backflow preventer
was, CAO Laurie Taylor answered
that it was the equipment that prevents
sewer from backing into the arena water
system. The CAO said because the
facility is low-use, it is not considered
an immediate issue.
Jackie James Ball Diamond repairs
($30,000) were also proposed to be
scrapped this year, but both Mayor Tom
Zeleznik and Councillor Joseph Hughes
said the repairs to the ball diamond have
been a long time coming. The inclusion
of the repairs increased the budget from
the proposed $898,500 to $929,500.
There was a recommendation that
funds could be taken from NACFOR
legacy funds to prioritize the project for
this year.
Nakusp can also wait another year

for a new dump truck, said staff, and the
North Kuskanax well project is on hold
to give the staff more time to look into
feasibility and costs. The Downtown
Revitalization Plan will continue, as will
the replacement of the water treatment
plant filters, the replacement of the Hot
Springs stairs to the parking lot, and
the purchase of turncoat gear for the
firefighters.
Councillor Aidan McLaren-Caux
asked how much was put into the arena to
run it each year, and CAO Taylor replied
that the Village receives funding from
the regional district to keep it running.
McLaren-Caux also asked if there was
any information about how many people
use the arena. Taylor replied that staff
is looking into options into increasing
usage of the arena. The other option is
to shut it down, she said, which “isn’t a
good idea. I don’t think there is an arena
in any municipality that makes money.”
The final capital budget and the
stand along hot springs capital budget
were to be presented at the March 25
council meeting for final approval.

Ice plant upgrade and campground expansion
planning added to Nakusp capital budget

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in Nakusp held its annual St. Patrick’s Day bazaar, tea,
and bake sale on Saturday, March 16 at the Nakusp Legion. Thanks to the community for
continuing to support the event – a good time was had by all.
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RDCK to purchase lands around Cottonwood Lake
submitted
The board of directors of the
Regional District of Central Kootenay
(RDCK) has approved the purchase of
21.6 hectares of private land around
Cottonwood Lake. The land had
been slated for logging by the private
landowner.
The RDCK will pay $450,000
for the purchase of the timber on the
property plus closing costs, and will
issue a tax receipt for the value of the
land (without timber).
The purchase will be funded with
a $200,000 grant from Columbia
Basin Trust and a loan from the
Municipal Finance Authority. The
loan will be paid back through the
Nelson, Salmo, E, F & G Regional
Parks Commission. Borrowing
bylaws for the loan will be presented

to the board at the April RDCK board
meeting.
“The Nelson, Salmo, E, F & G
Regional Parks Commission and
RDCK staff have been negotiating
with the landowner for several
months, and I am pleased that we have
come to a successful agreement,” said
Aimee Watson, chair of the RDCK
board. “I would also like to thank
Columbia Basin Trust for supporting
this initiative. With their support,
we can conserve the land for the
enjoyment of future generations and
expand Cottonwood Lake Regional
Park for enhanced recreational
opportunities.”
“Residents in Nelson and the
surrounding area demonstrated
tremendous support to preserve this
popular recreation area,” said Tim

Hicks of Columbia Basin Trust.
“We’re pleased to support this
important land acquisition project
that will enhance Cottonwood Lake
Regional Park over the long term.”
The RDCK currently owns
Cottonwood Lake Regional Park
(0.8 ha) and operates the Nelson
Salmo Great Northern Rail Trail (48
km), which are regional park assets
adjacent to the acquisition area. The
acquisition will expand Cottonwood
Lake Regional Park to 22.4 ha.
“The Commission and my
colleagues on the board have received
hundreds of letters, emails and phone
calls from residents and visitors
who wished to express their concern
for this issue,” said Ramona Faust,
chair of the Nelson, Salmo, E, F &
G Regional Parks Commission and

by Jan McMurray
Two draft agreements focusing
on mountain caribou recovery were
released by the BC government
on March 21, along with the
announcement that public meetings
will be happening in communities
throughout the province in April.
There is also an opportunity to
comment online at engage.gov.
bc.ca/caribou until the end of April.
“The whole purpose of the
draft agreements is to ensure
caribou conservation and recovery,
and that we’re able to undertake
natural resource activities on the
land base,” said Minister Doug
Donaldson (Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development) in a media briefing.
The draft agreements come in
the wake of the federal government’s
intervention under the Species at
Risk Act. The final agreements will
be considered by the federal cabinet
in its decision whether or not to
issue an Emergency Order.
Minister Donaldson explained
that the federal government
determined there were imminent
threats to the southern mountain
caribou in May 2018. “That started
the clock ticking on a year-long
timeline before proceeding with
any kind of cabinet decision. So

we’ve had a year since then, doing
the work to get to a negotiated
deal. That leaves about five weeks
for public engagement. That input
will then be incorporated into the
draft documents in May. That will
go to our provincial cabinet and
federal cabinet for approval in June,
I would say.”
One of the draft agreements,
called the ‘Partnership Agreement,’
deals with the caribou populations
in the Mackenzie and Tumbler
Ridge areas, and brings the West
Moberly and Saulteau First Nations
on as partners with the provincial
and federal governments.
The other draft agreement, the
‘Section 11 Agreement’ (referring
to section 11 of the Species at
Risk Act) deals with all southern
mountain caribou populations in
the province. It is an agreement
between the provincial and federal
governments, with a three-year
funding commitment of $5.35
million over three years from the
federal government.
Donaldson explained that the
plan is general, with details to
be worked out in consultation
with stakeholders and the public.
When asked about socioeconomic
studies, he said they would be
done collaboratively. When asked

about logging, he said they would
work collaboratively with the
forest sector in a detailed planning
process.
“We don’t want to prescribe; we
want to be collaborative,” he said.
Logging permits will continue
to be issued, but not in critical
caribou habitats as identified by
provincial biologists, Donaldson
said.
“There will be implications
to resource extraction activities,
so we’re pursuing in a very firm
way that the federal government
must provide adequate financial
compensation.”
The draft agreements set out
areas to be protected from forestry
and mining activities, but not
snowmobiling or other recreational
vehicles. An engagement process
for snowmobile management will
occur in May.

Government announces public consultation on mountain caribou recovery

Correction

The court date for the three Water
is Life Collective members who were
arrested on Deception Creek Forest
Service Road at Greyhorse Ridge
north of Kaslo was incorrect in our
last issue. The correct court date is
May 7.

director of RDCK Area E. “The
response was tremendous, and I would
like to thank everyone who took the
time to contact us and tell us how you
feel. We appreciate your passionate
engagement and your commitment to
working towards a solution.”
Negotiations to purchase the
land began in July 2018, when the
RDCK and the landowner, Nelson
Land Corporation (NLC), signed
a memorandum of understanding
in order to halt logging and gather
information to determine fair market
value for the timber and the land.
Reports on the negotiations were
provided to the commission and to the
RDCK board at in camera meetings,
since both parties had also signed a
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non-disclosure agreement.
In early 2019, members of the
community mobilized to express
their concerns about the logging. A
public meeting was held on December
19, 2018, which allowed attendees
to voice their concerns, hear from
experts, and share possible solutions.
RDCK and City of Nelson elected
officials attended to learn more and
to talk to members of the public.
Supporters formed the Cottonwood
Lake Preservation Society, launched a
fundraising campaign and encouraged
concerned citizens to write letters to
their local elected representatives.
The society raised over $55,000 in
donations from 433 people through an
online ‘GoFundMe’ campaign.

SLOCAN VALLEY

10

Spring Author Series at Slocan Library
submitted
The Slocan Community
Library invites you to attend an
author reading featuring two
local writers on Sunday, April
14 at 1 pm. This promises to
be a memorable event with
Becky Livingston from Nelson
reading from her book, The
Suitcase and The Jar and
Roz Nay from South Slocan
introducing her mystery novel,
Our Little Secret.
The Suitcase and The
Jar is a poignant memoir
in which Becky Livingston
relates an intensely moving
story of a mother’s courage
and resilience as she takes her
23-year-old daughter Rachel’s
ashes on a 26-month journey
through many European
countries and from coast to
coast in North America. Rachel
was an avid traveller with
only one wish, to keep on
exploring the world. When a
brain tumour cut her life short,
her mother carried Rachel’s

ashes, heavy but compact,
and gradually merged her
daughter’s remains with the
elements. In doing so, Becky
was able to find the strength
to reconfigure her life through

this transformative journey.
Roz Nay has also travelled
the world, working in Africa,
Vermont, the UK where she
grew up, and Australia. Now
she lives in South Slocan. Our

Little Secret is her first novel
and it won the Hugo Prix
for Best Foreign Thriller (in
France), was shortlisted for
the Kobo Emerging Writer
Award and nominated for

Author Becky Livingston will read from her book, The Suitcase and The Jar, at the Slocan Community Library, April 14.
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the Arthur Ellis Award for
Best First Crime Novel, with
rights sales in France, the
Netherlands and Estonia. It
is a compulsive and thrilling
debut about a missing woman,

a tangled love triangle, and the
secrets we keep and secrets we
share. Twisty and suspenseful,
this mystery novel is an intense
cat-and-mouse game and a
riveting thriller.

Roz Nay from South Slocan introduces her mystery novel, Our Little Secret.

The Woman Who Loves Giraffes at the Langham
submitted
FLIKS returns to the
Langham in Kaslo with The
Woman Who Loves Giraffes on
Friday April 5, 7 pm.
We’ve all heard of Jane
Goodall, but why has no one
heard of Anne Innis Dagg? In
1956, four years before Goodall,
the 23-year-old Canadian
biologist Innis Dagg made a
solo venture to South Africa and
became the first scientist to study
African mammals in the wild.

Her ground-breaking research
led to the publication of The
Giraffe: Its Biology, Behaviour
and Ecology, considered the
bible on giraffes. Shortly after its
publication, she hit an unforeseen
obstacle and disappeared from
the giraffe world. This left the
research community asking:
“What happened to Anne Innis
Dagg?” This film is the story of
her rediscovery.
Tickets $10, available at the
door at 6:30 pm.

submitted
This prolific songwriting duo
of Helen Austin and Paul Otten
followed up their 2014 Juno
award by winning Ensemble of
the Year at the Canadian Folk
Music Awards in 2015.

“The sparkle of pop, an edge
of politics, and a whole lot going
on in each song.”
The show is April 11 at 7
pm. Tickets in advance are $15 at
Sunnyside and Willow in Kaslo,
$18 at the door.

Big Little Lions come roaring to the Langham
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Merriwake project well under way
submitted
An historic Japanese-Canadian
fishing boat that is the last of its kind in
Canada will now be preserved, thanks
to the efforts of the Slocan Valley
Historical Society (SVHS).
The Merriwake, a 31’ gill netter
built in 1929 by master builder Isamu
‘Sam’ Matsumoto, has been purchased
by the SVHS, which intends to restore
the vessel for a dry-land display in the
Village of Slocan.
The Merriwake had been
submerged in Kootenay Lake near
Kaslo before being salvaged several

years ago. Despite being waterlogged,
the ship is in good shape, a testament to
the quality of her construction.
Local shipwright Eric Chevalier of
The Copper Nail in Bonnington will
begin the restoration of the Merriwake.
Nelson engineer Ted Nunn and Slocan
Valley designer Eric Clough will assist
with the structure which will house the
boat. Slocan logger and SVHS member
Gary Burns will donate timbers for
the shelter.
Kaslo historian Ian Fraser will
create the interpretive signage which
will detail the boat’s journey and some

of the Japanese Canadian history in the
area. And former owner Ted Fitzgerald
will create short film/picture montages
to document her journey including her
restoration.
“This is a local effort but it’s
important on a national scale,” says
Joyce Johnson, president of the SVHS.
“We are supported in this initiative by
the Village of Slocan, Slocan Valley
Historical Trail Society, and Recreation
Sites and Trails BC.”
“Our hope is that the Merriwake
will bring our community together in
a shared project that will be a place of
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pride but also [of] reflection, meditation
and learning,” says vice-president
Anitra Winje. “The Merriwake is
valuable for what she represents: the
craftsmanship and social/economic/
cultural contributions of Japanese
Canadian boat buildings and fishermen.
But she is also a poignant and essential
reminder of the terrible injustice
endured by Japanese Canadians. We
must not forget this part of our past. The
Merriwake will help ensure we don’t. “
Johnson paid tribute to the many
people who have worked to save and
display the boat: Joy Kogawa, Ian
Fraser and Columbia Basin Trust
for funding; Marty Lynch, Michael
Steinman, Richard De Cruyenaere,

Hamish Shaw and Kit Ashenhurst
for their efforts in saving her from
Kootenay Lake; and Heather, Jennifer
and Michelle Handley, Dave Sicotte,
Patrick Guy and Eric Chevalier for
giving her safe harbour and transport.
“And finally, we are grateful
to previous owner Ted Fitzgerald
for entrusting the Society with this
important artifact,” Johnson said. “It
truly has taken a village. The next step
is to apply for grants and raise funds
for the restoration of the boat and the
creation of the display.”
For anyone interested in getting
on board the Merriwake project or
learning more about the SVHS, call
250-355-2230.

Donna Mair
1933 - 2019

It is with deep sorrow we announce
the passing of our mom Donna Mair
on Sunday March 3rd, 2019.

The Merriwake, a 31’ gill netter built in 1929 by master builder Isamu ‘Sam’ Matsumoto, has been purchased by the Slocan Valley Historical Society.

Mom was born November 2nd, 1933
in Nakusp, BC to James and Mary
(Maude) McQuair.
She is predeceased by husband Lloyd,
brothers Bill (Joyce), Jerry, Bob (Greta) and survived by her sister Brenda
and brother Derek.
She will be deeply missed by her children Larry, Jo-ann (Doug), Debbie, Sundee, and Tracy (Larry), her seven grandchildren and eight great grandchildren.
Mom always enjoyed family and friends stopping in at the house for a visit,
whether it was a social call or sleep over.

About 35 people attended MLA Michelle Mungall’s presentation about CleanBC plan at the Langham in Kaslo on March 21. The plan sets a clear
pathway to meeting BC’s 2030 emission targets by moving to cleaner transportation, cleaner buildings, and cleaner industry. The 2019-20 BC
budget commits $900 million to the plan, which includes an enhanced climate action credit. Representatives from FortisBC, BC Hydro, Accelerate
Kootenays and the West Kootenay Eco Society were also present to answer people’s questions about their programs.

The house is on fire!
submitted
“I don’t want your hope, I want
you to panic. I want you to feel the
fear I feel every day. I want you to
act as you would in crisis. I want
you to act as if your house is on fire,
because it is!”
These are the words of 16-yearold Greta Thunberg, a climate
activist from Sweden, who with her
words and actions started a global
movement.
The Slocan Waterfront Society
invites all to a climate reality event
April 12 at the Slocan Legion. Laura
Sacks, the main speaker, will tell
participants how they can be part of
some exciting solutions for positive
change. A local teen organizer of
Fridays for the Future will be a
guest speaker.
Our physical health is
interdependent with the health of our
home, Mother Earth. Rachel Carson
warned us not to ignore this fact
55 years ago (Silent Spring/Rachel
Carson doc, youtube/netflix). Yet
the use of pesticides and herbicides
still goes on. Watersheds, which
secure some of our best drinking
water, are still being clearcut and
damaged forever. We need to act
now, before we’ve cut all the trees
and polluted all our water and
realize money can’t be eaten.

“No matter how much money
we have, how grand and impressive
our homes may be, or what awards
we have or how brilliantly our
social and/or love lives are going,
they all count for nothing if our
physical or emotional health is in
trouble.” – Sylvia Browne.
Enjoy a super tasty light meal
at 5 pm, presentations at 6 pm;
admission by donation. For the
river, the lake, the fish and us all!

Heartfelt thanks to the wonderful caring staff at the Minto House during
Mom’s stay.
You are invited to leave a personal message of condolence on the family’s
online register at www.valleyfh.ca
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Nakusp Citizens of the Year honoured at banquet
by Jan McMurray
The 45th Rotarysponsored Citizen of the Year
awards banquet, held March
23 at the Nakusp Legion,
honoured three deeply
deserving citizens: Karen
Hamling (Citizen of the Year
Award), Barb Abbey (Lifetime
Achievement Award), and
Mikala Lewis-Morrison
(Youth Achievement Award).
Dignitaries in attendance
who congratulated the
recipients and thanked them for
their volunteer contributions
were Mayor Tom Zeleznik,
Area K Director Paul Peterson
and MLA Katrine Conroy.
MLA Conroy said a few
words about each recipient
before presenting them
with certificates. When she
described Karen as “tenacious”
in her efforts to get things
done for Nakusp, the crowd
was treated to a humourous
comment from Corky Evans:
“You could call it ‘stubborn’!”
he said.
Kathy Smith introduced
Citizen of the Year Karen
Hamling, armed with a list of
Karen’s many achievements
on a very long piece of paper

that reached the floor. She
said she, Ulli Mueller and
Laurie Page got together
and tried to remember all of
Karen’s accomplishments,
but probably forgot a few,
“and she may have forgotten
some, too.”
“She has a passion and
vision for the community.
She has been and is still a
champion. She has shown
dedication as a citizen,
councillor and mayor.”
Kathy’s long list of Karen’s
achievements included the
Emergency Services Building,
keeping the CBT office in
Nakusp, fighting for money
for contractors after the Pope
& Talbot bankruptcy, the BC
Hydro boat facility, NACFOR,
the Kuskanax footbridge, ER
upgrades, 10 beds at Minto
House, renovations at Halcyon
House, physician recruitment,
Downtown Revitalization, and
Music in the Park. She also
listed the many organizations
Karen has been involved in:
Arrow Lakes Arts Council,
Halcyon Assisted Living
Society, Nakusp and Area
Community Foundation,
NACFOR, Community

Futures, CBT Community
Initiatives/ Affected Area
Funding Committee,
Columbia River Treaty Local
Governments Committee.
She mentioned, too, that
Karen was recognized for
her significant contributions
and achievements with the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Medal in 2013.
“Karen gives from her
heart and many local people
and organizations have
benefited. Congratulations
and thank you to Karen for all
she has done and no doubt will
continue to do.”
Karen, clearly deeply
moved, said a few words.
“Thank you for the honour
of being named Citzen of the
Year. It’s overwhelming.”
Karen said she has been
blessed with success only
because of the support of
the great councils, staff and
wonderful people of the
community – and most of all
from her family. Her husband,
son, daughter and son-inlaw were all in attendance.
She made mention of Ulli
Mueller, who was on Village
council with Karen for 13

years, and who worked with
Karen and Barb Chwachka to
transform Halcyon Home to
Halcyon House when Interior
Health tried to shut it down.
She thanked Kathy Smith for
her role creating NACFOR,
and Laurie Page and Corky
Evans for their support. She
said it was a pleasure to work
with Area K Director Paul
Peterson. She thanked her
bridge partners, Book Club
buddies and Friday night
ladies for giving her breathing
room away from politics.
“To the community, you
have waved at me, smiled at
me, hugged me and gave me
a kind word, and because of
your actions I could continue
with the job,” she said. “This
has been the wildest ride of
my life so far and I feel truly
blessed.”
During the open mike part
of the evening, Kathy Smith
read out a letter from Laurie
Page. One line from the letter
sums it all up: “Karen Hamling
is one in a million.”
Jay Dell-Mah introduced
B a r b A b b e y, L i f e t i m e
Achievement Award winner.
He explained that he tried to
nominate the Arrow Lakes
Health Care Auxiliary last
year, but was told he had to
nominate an individual, not
an organization. This year,
he asked Barb if she would
represent the auxiliary.
Barb thanked Jay and the
Rotary Club for recognizing

the auxiliary with the Lifetime
Achievement Award. “It’s so
special because the women
have been volunteering for 111
years – more than a lifetime,”
she said.
The auxiliary runs the
Thrift Shop, and does so much
more. It purchased the medical
bus, partnered with the Arrow
Lakes Hospital Foundation to
provide a house for physicians,
and organizes and staffs the
mammogram van that comes
twice a year from Vancouver.
Barb said the volunteers put in
800 hours a month and 10,000
hours a year at the Thrift Shop.
She asked all Thrift Shop
volunteers to stand up and
said, “Congratulations to us
and thank you for honouring
me and the auxiliary in this
way.”
During open mike,
Colleen Matchett gave a very
touching tribute to Barb. As an
obstetrical nurse and founder
of Planned Parenthood in
Nakusp, Barb was so very
“approachable and kind,”
Colleen said. When Barb
started Planned Parenthood,
Nakusp had the highest teen
pregnancy rate per capita,
and that decreased to below
the provincial average. “You
empowered the women you
worked with and we love you
for that,” she said.
Jaime Sing, Nakusp
Secondary teacher, introduced
Youth Achievement Award
recipient Mikala Lewis-
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Morrison. She described
Mikala as “incredibly hard
working and focused,” adding
that she has been on the Gold
Honour Roll and the Work
Effort Roll every year since
grade 8. Although Mikala
spends many hours on her
studies, she also gives lots of
her time to the community,
Sing said, playing sports,
coaching ski programs,
teaching dance, and organizing
summer camp. She is co-chair
of the grad committee this
year, and was first ambassador
when she was 16, “sweeping
the whole event” with the
Miss Congeniality title and the
Community Award, as well.
“She embodies what it
means to lead by example,”
Sing said. “I am very proud my
kids have her as a role model.”
Mikala gave a wonderful
speech. She said she was “super
honoured” to be receiving the
award, and said many youth in
the community who volunteer
alongside her are also very
deserving. She thanked Jaime
Sing, Sandra Watt and Rouve
Hembling for their support
and encouragement. “I mostly
thank our community,” she
said. “I might not have had all
these opportunities in another
community. It’s wonderful
to grow up in a place where
volunteering is normal – it’s
just what everybody does.
Thank you to all the volunteers
who have gotten me to where
I am today.”

The 45th Rotary-sponsored Citizen of the Year awards banquet, held March 23 at the Nakusp Legion, honoured three
deeply deserving citizens: Barb Abbey (Lifetime Achievement Award), Mikala Lewis-Morrison (Youth Achievement
Award) and Karen Hamling (Citizen of the Year Award).
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RDCK board, March 21: Biofuel business plan project to go ahead
by Jan McMurray
• The RDCK Community
Sustainable Living Committee’s
work on biofuels is being supported
with up to $25,000 from the Columbia
Basin Trust. The funding will be
used towards the development of a
business plan for timber deadstock
biofuel. A further $25,000 will
come from the RDCK’s Community

Sustainable Living service.
• The RDCK will partner with
the Rural Development Institute
on its Regional Approach to Rural
Climate Adaptation Project, and
will allocate $12,500 of in-kind
staff time from the Community
Sustainable Living service. The
partnership offers an opportunity to
“amplify climate change initiatives,

provide capacity building training
for staff and elected officials, and
help strengthen the RDCK climate
adaptation strategies,” according to
a report from RDCK Sustainability
Coordinator Paris Marshall-Smith.

Area D North Kootenay
Lake

• T h e K a s l o A r e a Tr a i l
Enhancement Project was awarded

$29,550 from Area D’s Community
Wo r k s F u n d . T h e p r o j e c t ,
scheduled for this summer, has
three components. The first is the
installation of signage on the trails
in the Village of Kaslo and along
the Kaslo River. The second is
the construction of the new threekilometre Lower Songbird Trail
Loop in the Mount Buchanan area,
to connect to the existing upper loop.
The third is the construction of the
new 400-metre Songbird Drop-in
Connection Trail off an existing
logging road. This would allow
mountain bikers to drive up to the
top of the trail rather than having to
cycle up, and enjoy the descent on
their bikes. This is a project of the
Kaslo Trail Alliance, an umbrella
group working on behalf of all the
trail groups in the Kaslo area.

Area K Arrow Lakes

Nakusp’s proposed affordable housing development on 1st Avenue is getting closer to reality. An open house to update the community on
the 10-unit project was held March 12 at the arena auditorium. Working drawings were on display at the Open House. Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services (ASLCS), Richard Hunter Architect Inc., and BC Housing representatives were there to answer questions. ASLCS hopes to
have shovels in the ground by August this year at the latest, and to complete the project by July 2020. The working drawings by Richard Hunter
Architect show two one-bedroom suites, five two-bedroom suites, and three three-bedroom suites.

Nakusp affordable housing
project: architectural drawings
displayed at open house
by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s proposed affordable
housing development on 1st Avenue
is getting closer to reality. An open
house to update the community on the
10-unit project was held March 12 at
the arena auditorium. Arrow & Slocan
Lakes Community Services (ASLCS),
Richard Hunter Architect Inc., and BC
Housing representatives were there to
answer questions.
“We hope to have shovels in the
ground by August this year at the
latest, and to complete the project
by July 2020,” reported ASLCS
Executive Director Tim Payne.
The working drawings by Richard
Hunter Architect show two onebedroom suites, five two-bedroom
suites, and three three-bedroom suites.
Two units will be accessible (one
one-bedroom and one two-bedroom).
All units have their own separate
entrances.
“We chose to have a mixed bag
of suites so we can accommodate
various people, and those with diverse
abilities, as opposed to limiting it to
just seniors or just families,” Payne
said.
The drawings show innovative
features such as solar panels on the
roof and a rooftop garden terrace, as
well as an outdoor common space.
Payne said they are currently
fine tuning the design and welcome
comments from the community.
The eligibility criteria for renters
has not yet been established. Payne
said a committee will be struck to
come up with “solid” and “consistent”
criteria.
“Folks are already coming to the
office to put their names in [to rent
the apartments], but we don’t know
the criteria yet – except we want to
make sure folks in this community and

surrounding areas get priority.”
ASLCS owns the property, having
bought it from the Village for a “hot
deal,” according to Payne. ASLCS
will be responsible for managing the
facility. Currently, the organization
manages Brouse Lodge in New Denver
(independent living for seniors),
Halcyon Home in Nakusp (assisted
living for seniors), and Moberly
Manor in Revelstoke (assisted and
independent living for seniors).
“We hope renters will take pride in
the brand new building,” Payne says.
“The separate entrances makes it more
homey than coming into an apartment
building.”
ASLCS successfully applied
for funding for this project under
the Columbia Basin Investment in
Affordable Housing initiative, a
partnership between BC Housing
and CBT. ASLCS has been working
with City Spaces of Vancouver on
the project planning, Richard Hunter
Architecture Inc. of Kamloops on
the working drawings, and Absolute
Contracting out of Revelstoke will
be the general contractor for the
construction. Payne says Absolute will
be looking to hire local contractors
and to help them get the certifications
they need to work on buildings like
these. “These types of buildings
require higher standards. Absolute is
thinking about an open house for local
contractors,” Payne said.
“The Village has been very
supportive all along with everything.
It’s great to have the Village and the
people of Nakusp behind us.”

Advertise in the Valley Voice.
It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

• OCP and zoning amendments
to facilitate the subdivision of the
Fauquier school property were given
two readings. A public hearing is
the next step. The Fauquier school,
closed about 20 years ago, is being
used by the community as a library,
Communication Centre, and Strong

Start centre. School District 10 would
like to subdivide the property and sell
the portion with the school building
(0.2 hectares) to the community. The
remaining property (1.93 hectares)
will be sold, allowing the school
district to recover some costs and to
divest itself of the liability and costs
of maintaining the building. The
school district applied to exclude
1.93-hectare piece of land from
the Agricultural Land Reserve, but
the application was denied, so the
property will remain in the ALR.
Interior Health has notified the
RDCK and SD10 that the school
building’s septic system will be
reviewed at the time of subdivision.
• Area K is joining the heritage
conservation service, so can be
included in projects such as the
creation of a Community Heritage
Register. The maximum amount
of tax money that will be collected
annually for this service is $2 per
$100,000 of assessed property value.
The amendment bylaw that brings
Area K into the service was read
three times. Areas H (Slocan Valley)
and D (North Kootenay Lake) are
already in the service.
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Slocan council, March 11: Next step taken for Waterfront Development project
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• The Village will apply for a
$10,000 CBT Community Outdoor
Revitalization grant to go towards
a detailed design for the Waterfront
Development phase one project. If
the CBT awards the grant, the Village
will contribute $4,828.40 to the
project from the RDCK Community
Development Fund. The phase one
project includes completing the
breakwater (permanent railing and
gangway ramp to be added), installing
irrigation and sod at the former
parking area, and extending the block
wall to the beach lawn. Mayor Lunn
said, “with a quick turnaround” the
design could be completed in time
for the Village to apply for a CBT
capital grant by the grant application
deadline of June 14. CBT capital
grants are allocated in mid-August.
If the Village’s application for the
capital grant is successful, phase
one construction could be completed
this fall.
• H a l Wr i g h t a n d Vi d a
Turok, operators of Silversmith
Power and Light Corporation in
Sandon, presented information on
hydroelectric power generation
and green certification. They asked
council to send a proclamation to
the BC Utilities Commission and
the Union of BC Municipalities
saying that Slocan will procure and
utilize green electricity to power all
municipal infrastructure, as soon as it
can be made available.
Wright commended Slocan for
working towards a microhydro project
and looking into becoming a utility. He
said one reason why Nelson has such
great civic amenities without having a
large industrial tax base is that it has its
own utility. The money residents spend
on electricity stays in the community.
He also said a community with its own
power supply has a safety net. “In the
event of a major catastrophe you don’t
go down with the ship,” he said. (See

article on this page.)
• Council postponed until
their next meeting any decision
on the Slocan Affordable Housing
Commission request for permission
to apply for a $10,000 grant from the
Rural Dividend Fund. The grant would
fund a pre-development study that
the commission would use in future
affordable housing projects. Council
agreed that Village staff would work
with the SAHC to finish and distribute
a survey of potential residents of
Slocan affordable housing units about
what size and type of units they’d
like built. In public participation,
Denise Dufault suggested the SAHC
consider using the nine Village-owned
lots beside the condos for affordable
housing. Councillor Joel Pelletier,
co-chair of the SAHC, said that those
lots were the “number one spot we’re
looking at.”
• At the request of Kady Hunter,
Health Communities Team, Interior
Health, council agreed to partner with
Interior Health to promote health and
wellness for Slocan residents. Hunter
is a member of the SAHC.
• Council agreed to support the
partnership between the Slocan Valley
Outriders Association and Trails BC
for their North End Trails Project (for
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail). The
Village will send a letter of support to
both organizations to be used in their
application for a grant from the Horse
Council of BC. The Outriders are
planning to create a parking lot for
six horse trailers on land across the
road from the fire hall. The Outriders
also would like to create a picnic area
nearer the rail trail with four concrete
tables and benches for all trail users
and Slocan residents.
• Council responded to two
requests from the Slocan Climate
Action Commission. Village staff
will contact the SCAC about plans
to upgrade the village’s streetlights
to LED. Council thought the request

to create a SCAC page on the Village
website was such a good idea that it
directed staff to create pages on the
website for all Village committees
and commissions. The SCAC is also
looking into a lawn-to-garden project,
and a climate action day event.
• Council agreed to fund the Slocan
Community Library Society’s flooring
replacement project to a maximum of
$7,500 from the gas tax fund. As the
library is in a Village-owned building,
Public Works Supervisor Tim Hill
will advise the library society on this
project.
• A request from Ricole Cabodyna
and Stacie Lobreau that the Village
act as an umbrella entity to receive
and administer funds for their Foxfire
Club project for children was tabled
until the Village has a sponsorship
policy in place. Mayor Lunn described
the Foxfire Club as “a great program”
but she said sponsoring “individual
proprietors... really is outside the scope

of what we do.”
• The Village has registered for
the Recycle My Cell Program. Staff
will publicize that the Village Office is
Slocan’s drop-off site for cell phones,
smart phones, wireless PDAs, pagers,
and related batteries and accessories.
• Council will hold a public
meeting at 5 pm on April 15,
where each applicant to the CBT
Community Initiatives and Affected
Areas Programs will be able to give
a five-minute presentation about their
proposed project. Council will hold a
special meeting at 7 pm on April 16 to
decide which projects to fund and how
much to allocate to each.
• In her mayor’s report, Lunn
said the West Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital District board had
approved funding $15.51 million
(40% of the total renovation budget,
the remaining 60% to be funded by
the Province) to expand pharmacy
service at the hospital in Trail and

bring the pharmacy program up to
current standards; to create a new
unit for urology, orthopaedic, and
plastic surgery; and to expand the
oncology unit. She called the decision
to move forward on a large project
“very exciting” and said a surgeon
had attended the meeting to thank
the board... she called that a “supertouching” moment. Hospital taxes will
increase by 3%.
• Despite missing this council
meeting, Councillor Madeleine
Perriere was appointed as a rep on
the Village of New Denver’s Health
Advisory Committee. Perriere will
confirm at the next meeting whether
she will accept the appointment. Since
the Slocan Community Health Centre
serves the region and changes to its
service will affect all communities
in the North Slocan Valley, elected
officials from Silverton, Slocan, and
Area H have been invited to join the
committee.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
The Province’s announcement on
February 14 that BC Hydro was no
longer required to maintain a Standing
Offer Program to buy power from
independent power producers was no
Valentine for the Village of Slocan.
BC Hydro immediately notified
the Village that it was suspending
the program, including Slocan’s
application for the Springer Creek
microhydro project.
“We have a microhydro project
that is good to go but we don’t have
an agreement to purchase,” Mayor
Jessica Lunn said at the March 11
council meeting.
Slocan has spent years planning
the project, and enough grant money
has been approved to allow it to go
forward. However, the project has
been held up because BC Hydro kept
delaying the approval of the Village’s
application to its Standing Offer
Program (SOP).
Fortunately, Slocan has a potential
‘plan B’: become an independent

utility. Schams (Sam) Ahad, principal
of Renewgen Systems Inc., made
a presentation to Slocan council
last summer proposing that instead
of selling power to BC Hydro, the
Village plan to integrate power
generated from its microhydro project
into the municipal distribution grid.
He said surplus power could be sold
to other utilities at a much higher rate
than BC Hydro offered. To do this,
the Village would have to become a
utility, an extra complication in what
has been years of planning. That’s why
the Village persisted in waiting for BC
Hydro’s decision on its application to
the SOP.
Council has been discussing
the situation with Ahad and, at the
March meeting, two proposals from
Renewgen Systems Inc to create an
Independent Utility Business Plan
were revealed. The base-level plan
would cost $45,000 whereas the more
detailed mid-level plan would cost
$72,000.
Lunn said a business plan is a

necessary first step in getting approval
from the government to be a utility.
“Right now it wouldn’t make financial
sense” to go ahead on the microhydro
project but if the Village could become
a utility, it would be able to sell
power into the grid. “If we don’t
have enough power then other power
producers would need to sell it to us
at a wholesale rate,” she said. She
suggested that Slocan could partner
with Nelson Hydro “to pay for their
expertise” in operating the utility.
After much discussion, council
decided to delay the decision. “It
would be nice to have Madeleine
(Councillor Perriere) back for this,”
Councillor Pelletier said. Perriere
has been an ardent supporter of the
microhydro project and she was
expected to return the next day.
In the meantime, council
directed staff to investigate grants
to fund a utility business plan. The
CAO confirmed that the previously
approved grants for the project can
be extended until 2023.

submitted
Sgt. Cynthia Mann can’t stop
gushing about her new partner.
He loves to work, has a goofball
personality, and a knack for detecting
unusual smells like bear gall bladders,
firearms, shell casings, zebra and
quagga mussels dead or alive.
His name is K9 Major – the BC
Conservation Officer Service’s (COS)
second detection dog who’s been on
the job since early December, teaching
Mann new things nearly every day.
“They are just incredible animals
and his drive blows me away. When I
put on his harness and show him his
toy, that dog switches everything off
and he’s zoned into work,” said Mann,
who’s based in Nelson and has had the
15-month-old German shepherd since
the end of October.
“I’ve had dogs my whole life so
this was a great opportunity. I jumped
at the chance to become a handler.”

Like the other COS detection dog
Kilo, based in Kelowna with Sgt. Josh
Lockwood, Major will primarily be on
the road from late March to October,
searching for invasive mussels on boats
travelling through and into BC. But he
can also assist officers with a variety
of other investigations by finding shell
casings, poached animals or illegal
firearms hidden inside vehicles during
hunting season.
To become a validated detection
team, the pair spent five weeks going
through intense daily training sessions.
They continue to train a couple times
a week, searching for hidden objects
placed around the office, open spaces
or the warehouse where boats, sleds
and trailers are stored. Mann watches
Major’s every move, looking for an
indication he’s found an odour. When
he does find what he’s looking for,
Major is rewarded with his toy, causing
a frenzy of excitement.

“He just goes nuts when he makes
a find,” said Mann, who’s with Major
24/7, but keeps him in a crate at night.
“He’s not my pet and that’s something
as a handler you have to really keep in
mind. We have a great time together
and he gets a lot of affection, but he is
a working dog.”
The BC COS leads enforcement
operations for the Invasive Mussel
Defence Program, which aims to
prevent zebra and quagga mussels from
entering the province. Beginning in
early April, Major and Kilo will be at 12
watercraft inspection stations set up at
key points throughout the province. In
his first year, Kilo conducted more than
900 inspections and found invasive
mussels on two vessels, proving a need
for a second detection dog.
Suspected invasive mussels should
be disclosed to the report all poachers
and polluters (RAPP) line at 1-877952-7277.

Slocan investigates Plan B for microhydro project –
becoming an independent utility

Conservation Service adds second detection dog

Public Notice:

As a part of Industry Canada’s CPC-2-0-03 Land Use Consultation
Process, Canadian Pacific (CP) wishes to inform the general public
of CP’s intentions to install one 48.8 metre tall Radio Communication
Tower within CP’s right-of-way immediately south of West Kootenay
Road near South Slocan BC. The Tower will include antenna’s for
Positive Train Control (PTC) applications along with other railroad
communication requirements. If members of the public would like
to submit comments about the proposed tower installation, they may
do so by contacting CP’s Community Connect Line (Tel: 1-800-7667912; community_connect@cpr.ca). Comments must be received
within 30 days of the publication of this Notice.
Any other questions or comments regarding CP implementation of
Radio Communication Towers or Positive Train Control or ongoing
railroad operations can be directed to:
Joe Van Humbeck, System Manager Environmental Assessment
Building #1, 7550 Ogden Dale Road SE
Calgary, AB, T2C 4X9
Joe_vanhumbeck@cpr.ca
+1 403 319-6530
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Kalesnikoff investing $35 million in advanced technology
submitted
Kalesnikoff Lumber in Thrums
has announced it is building “North
America’s most advanced, fully
integrated, multi-species mass timber
manufacturing facility in South Slocan,
which will create 50 new, full-time,
technology-centred local jobs.”
The $35 million mass timber
investment will encompass construction
of a new 110,000 sq. ft. building, and the

purchase of state-of-the-art processing
equipment and technology from leading
companies including Denmark-based
Kallesoe Machinery and Canadian-based
Conception RP.
“We see mass timber as a natural
and exciting innovation and next step
for our company and team,” said Chris
Kalesnikoff, Chief Operating Officer.
“We’ve done extensive research to ensure
our new world-class equipment will

create exceptionally high-quality crosslaminated timber and glulam beams. Our
focus will be on full integration from
the forest through cutting, drying, and
manufacturing to the final finished and
delivered products.”
Cross-laminated timber and glulam,
also known as mass timber, are well
established and widely used in Europe
where green building technology is
much further evolved than in North

submitted
Two West Kootenay senior athletes
excelled at the Canadian Masters Track
and Field Indoor Championship held
the first week in March. Held at the
Universiade Pavilion in Edmonton
fondly referred to as the ‘Butterdome’
because of its yellow colour, the meet
saw 216 athletes compete over three
days.
Don Currie of Slocan and Cheryl
Closkey of Castlegar returned with
seven gold medals, Currie with five
and Closkey with two. Currie competed
and won Gold in five running events
ranging in distance from 50 m to 1500
m. Closkey threw for Gold in the two
throwing events offered, shot put and
weight throw.
Currie tied the Canadian Indoor
record in the 800 m run with a time

of 4 minutes 20.78 seconds and set a
BC record in the 1500 m running 8
minutes 47.14 seconds. Closkey set a
new Canadian indoor meet record with
a weight throw of 10.44m, breaking
the record of 10.21m she set last year.
Currie is planning four more events
with his next on the last weekend in
March at the Van Ryswyk Meet in
Kamloops. Closkey is now training
for seven more events this year starting
with the Dylan Armstrong Track
Classic, Kamloops the first week in
May. Both will culminate their season
at the 55+ BC Games.
Both are members of the Zone 6,
BC Senior Games team that competes
annually at the 55+ BC Games. This
year’s games will be held in Kelowna,
September 10-14 with 32 different
sports including Track & Field.

Zone 6 is actively seeking more
participants in Track & Field and the
other 31 sports. For more information on
each sport log on to the 55+ BC Games
website at www.55plusbcgames.org.
Track and field at the Games
includes running events from 50 m to
5000m including hurdles, all jumping
events from long jump to pole vault,
and six throwing events from shot
put and discus to hammer and weight
throw. Athletes compete in five-year
age groups from 55 to 100 +.
If you are interested in competing
for the challenge, fun, and camaraderie
in running, jumping or throwing events,
contact Gord Gibson at 250-3655381. Even if you have never tried it
before we can offer expert coaching
to introduce the sport and improve
your results.

submitted
Cameo Cobalt Corp. has undertaken
a series of strategic corporate initiatives,
including a comprehensive review of
its recently acquired MAX mill and
molybdenum project near Trout Lake.
The company is in the process of
engaging a team of industry consultants,
including mining engineers, geologists
and financial advisors, to administer
an extensive review and analysis.
The MAX analysis will include an
exhaustive inventory and asset review;
2019 replacement cost report; review of

the mine and mill’s modern economics in
relation to past production; and analysis
of strategic funding sources.
Cameo plans to formally announce
these strategic consultants upon
official engagement. “2019 is set to
be a transformative year for Cameo,”
says CEO and director Akash Patel.
“With the addition of the Willa-Max,
Cameo has redefined its corporate
profile dramatically. Cameo’s board is
of the opinion that there is substantial
shareholder value to be unlocked within
our asset and property portfolios. The

company looks forward to advancing our
exploration and development initiatives
in an expeditious and responsible
manner.” The MAX mill is the suggested
site for processing the gold-copper-silver
ore from the Willa deposit near Silverton,
142 km from the Willa deposit by road.
Ash et al. (2016) noted that as of late
2015, the MAX mill had BCMEM
permits in good standing, but they might
need amending and/or extending if
material is going to be shipped from the
Willa Property and if new tailings are to
be produced.

submitted
The African Children’s Choir
will perform at the Crawford Bay
Community Hall on May 3 at 7 pm. The
choir melts the hearts of audiences with
their charming smiles, beautiful voices
and lively African songs and dances. The
program features well-loved children’s
songs, traditional spirituals and gospel
favourites.
Concerts are free and open to
all. A free will offering is taken at
the performance to support African
Children’s Choir programs, such
as education, care and relief and
development programs.
Music for Life (the choir’s parent
organization) works in the African
countries of Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda,
and South Africa. MFL has educated
more than 52,000 children and impacted
the lives of more than 100,000 people
through its relief and development
programs during its history. MFL’s
purpose is to help create new leadership
for tomorrow’s Africa, by focusing on
education.
The African Children’s Choir has
had the privilege of performing before

presidents, heads of state and Queen
Elizabeth II. The choir has also had the
honour of singing alongside artists such
as Paul McCartney, Annie Lennox, Keith
Urban, Mariah Carey, Michael W. Smith
and other performers.

The African Children’s Choir is
a non-profit humanitarian and relief
organization dedicated to helping
Africa’s most vulnerable children today
so they can help Africa tomorrow.
www.africanchildrenschoir.com.

submitted
Creston-based T.A. Rendek and
Associates Ltd. has been selected
to oversee construction for the
redevelopment of the emergency
department (ED) at Arrow Lakes
Hospital.
Highlights of the project will
include a dedicated triage area; two
new trauma bays; renovated patient
exam bays to improve privacy; new
utility rooms; and an enclosed multipurpose meeting room near the ED
for family consultations or waiting
space for family during trauma
situations.
IH anticipates construction
to start this spring. It will take
approximately one year to complete
the ED redevelopment from the start
of construction. Work will take place

in phases to ensure ongoing care is
provided at the site.
The $2.1 million project is
being funded by the West Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital District
(WKBRHD) and the Province of
BC. The Arrow Lakes Hospital
Foundation and Arrow Lakes
Health Care Auxiliary Society have
committed to supporting the project
through funding of capital equipment
needs.
Detailed design of the upgrades
was done by Nelson-based Cover
Architecture Collaborative Inc. The
scope of the project was determined
through an initial planning and
assessment phase funded by the
WKBRHD, which included direct
input from the hospital staff and
physicians.

West Kootenay senior athletes
Don Currie and Cheryl Closkey win gold medals

New owner starts comprehensive review of MAX mill/mine

Children’s choir to perform in Crawford Bay

IH selects general contractor for Nakusp hospital

America. Leading architects, engineers,
designers and project managers around
the world, including here in North
America, are increasingly seeking highquality, custom mass timber products to
create sustainable, stunning and energyefficient buildings.
Kalesnikoff announced the
investment one day after the province
announced changes to the BC Building
Code, allowing 12-storey mass timber
structures, up from the previous six.
The Province has recently committed
to invite eligible local governments to
become early adopters of mass timber
technology for construction of buildings
up to 12 storeys in advance of anticipated
changes to Canada’s Building Code in
2020.
This new facility is scheduled to
open in late 2019 with a full product
line by the summer of 2020, creating
50 new technology-centred, local jobs
and expanded community benefits.
Kalesnikoff will begin recruitment later
this year.
Minister of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations and Rural
Development Doug Donaldson called the
company “a great example of innovation
in BC’s forest sector.”
“ K a l e s n i k o ff L u m b e r ’s
announcement is exciting for our
community, especially considering the
challenges the forestry industry has
faced in the last decade or so,” said
Kootenay West MLA Katrine Conroy.
“Our government wanted to create more
opportunities in the wood-products
sector, and it’s great to see Kalesnikoff
Lumber take advantage of that to create
jobs and economic growth right here in
the Kootenays.”
This announcement will make a real
difference across BC, Conroy said, by
allowing faster construction of affordable
housing, as mass timber technology
allows large sections of a building to
be manufactured in a plant and then
assembled quickly on site.
“Industry leaders like Kalesnikoff
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Lumber will be able to help our
government deliver the affordable homes
people need faster, in communities here
and right across BC,” said Conroy.
In the House of Commons on March
19, NDP MP Richard Cannings noted the
recent tough years in the forest industry.
“Beetles and forest fires have
reduced the timber supply, so we must
create more jobs for every tree we
cut.” He announced Kalesnikoff’s
plans for glulam beams and panels and
added, “these components are at the
centre of a revolution in how the world
is constructing buildings. Canada is
leading the pack in North America in
this technology.”
Cannings also talked about changes
to the BC Building Code “allowing
beautiful and safe mass timber buildings
to be constructed up to 12 storeys …
these changes encourage the use of
environmentally friendly materials
in building federal government
infrastructure, and will help keep the
forest industry healthy.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BYE BYE TELUS; 358 EXCHANGED.
We are tired of paying exorbitant rates for
a simple home phone, so as of APRIL, we
will no longer receive calls at 358-7904. To
reach George Meier, please call 250 5518422; to reach Therese DesCamp, please
call 250 551-6540.
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

ACCOMMODATIONS

TOWING
Slocan Towing

Serving the Slocan Valley
24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service
250-226-7084

CLASSIFIED ADS

KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo
and Area D with affordable housing.
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday &
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding
for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/
Kaslo EDC.

THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE VALLEY VOICE owners are
thinking about succession planning! We
invite community members interested in
the newspaper business (or learning about
the newspaper business) to contact us by
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Serious
inquiries only, please.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment Program, where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

T H A N K Y O U H I G H WAY S
MAINTENANCE for the professional,
continuous maintenance of our Little Slocan
South Rd. It is very much appreciated and
enjoyed.
-Lydia Kania

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

CARD OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

HOSPICE VOLUNTEER TRAINING
March 30/31, April 13/14. Learn to be
comfortable and truly supportive for
someone’s precious last days among us, and
their families. Join our inspiring volunteer
teams! There are many different ways to
contribute and volunteer. Register: admin@
newdenverhospice.ca 250-358-7828.
IMAGINE A TIME when girls were
denied an education. This is the story of
such a girl. ‘An Unconventional Life’ is a
story adapted from the movie Yentl, written

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

by Lynn van Deursen and performed by
Lynn van Deursen and Noémi Kiss, with
pianist Judy Runions. Silverton Art Gallery
April 6, tickets @ Rutabaga & Silverton
Building Supplies. Taghum Hall April 12,
tickets @ Eddy Music & The Taghum Shell.
The Langham, Kaslo April 13, tickets @
Sunnyside & Willow. All shows are $18 and
start at 7:30 pm. “Dare to Dream.”
BELIEVE IT OR NOT, Spring is here,
and so is the Kohan Garden Clean-up, 9-4
pm Saturday and Sunday, April 6 and 7.
Delicious hot lunch. Door prizes. Lots of
healthy fresh air. A beautiful setting by the
Lake, for volunteering and meeting friends.
INTRODUCTION
TO
MYCOPERMACULTURE: Intro talk
April 5 at 7 pm; workshop April 6 & 7
at the Sentinel in Mirror Lake. Learn
how to incorporate delicious mushrooms
into your landscape using permaculture
principles. For info and registration
see www.mrmercysmushrooms.com
or www.sentinelbc.ca or email robin@
mrmercysmushrooms.com
VA L H A L L A W I L D E R N E S S
PROGRAM Bottle Drive – Saturday,
April 13, 2019 from 9 am-noon. Pick-up

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Alongside Mountainberry

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

778.454.0180

ENVIRONMENT PHOTOGRAPHY

250-358-7199

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

GARDENING

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

• BICYCLE

stjautomotive@gmail.com

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

TUES

Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

from Slocan Park to Slocan City. Call ahead
for large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank
you for your support.
CAFÉ CHOCOLAT: an elegant evening
with the Slocan Valley Grassroots
Grammas, Saturday, March 30 from 7 to
10 at the Vallican Whole. Limited tickets
at 226-7304.
KOOTS KIDS CLOTHING
EXCHANGE, Saturday, April 13, 11am2pm. Bosun Hall, New Denver. Trade
children’s clothes or just take some home.
HILLS COMMUNITY DOUKHOBOR
SOCIETY annual meeting: April 14, 2019
at 1 pm. Hills Community Hall.
A SPECIAL LANGHAM CONCERT
BIG LITTLE LIONS, Thursday April 11,
7pm. The lively duo with a 2014 JUNO and
2015 Ensemble of the Year Award bring
their upbeat show and Infectious pop-folk
tunes to the Langham stage! $15 Sunnyside
& Willow, $18 door.
LANGHAM FLIKS FILM series presents
THE WOMAN WHO LOVES GIRAFFES
Friday April 5, 7 pm. This documentary
shares the story of Canadian scientist Anne

Sales and
Maintenance

info

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
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Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Regular Hours
Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm

March 28, 2019 The Valley Voice
Innis Dagg, the first researcher ever to study
African mammals in the wild. Tickets $10
at the door 6:30 pm. www.thelangham.ca
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Society Annual General Meeting.
Wednesday, April 24, 2019 from 7-8 pm.
To be held at Slocan Community Library,
710 Harold St, Slocan.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday, April 13, Slocan Valley Legion,
502 Harold St. Slocan, 6:30pm sharp. $30
Buy-in. Tickets at Mountain Valley Station
in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve.
BC Gaming rules apply. The Legion
welcomes members & guests.
NATIONAL CANADIAN FILM DAY
a coast to coast celebration! Wednesday,
April 17, Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold
St. Slocan. Film: 7pm Indian Horse 9pm
Iron Road. Come & watch these movies
on our large screen. The Legion welcomes
members & guests.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY:
Becky Livingston of Nelson presents The
Suitcase and The Jar, and Roz Nay of South
Slocan will read from Our Little Secret,
Sunday, April 14, 1 pm. Welcome to this
free event.

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

EDUCATION AND ACTION EVENT
at the Legion in Slocan. Friday April 12,
5-8. Includes supper, presentations and indepth talk by Laura Sacks and local teen
about local action. Call Sandra for more
info: 355-0025.
ARGENTINE TANGO IN NELSON,
April 4 to 8 with world-class Baez & Gorin.
Beginner & Intermediate classes. Practica &
MIlonga & performance dancenelsonbc@
gmail.com 250-354-8085 for details.
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL is
calling for acts for our Coffee House on
Saturday, May 4 at the Silverton Gallery.
Contact Sue for details at 250-777-1704 or
gallerysuemistretta@gmail.com.

EDUCATION

EXPERIENCED BC REGISTERED
MUSIC TEACHER new to Vallican area
with openings for piano students, age 5
and older, at all levels in modern, classical
and jazz styles. Adults and special needs
students welcome. Contact Carmen (250)
226-6951.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

CLASSIFIED ADS

Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

ARROW AND SLOCAN LAKES Cancer
Support Group for those experiencing
cancer. Group will be held every first
Saturday of the month at 10 am at Robertson
United Church, 117 3rd Avenue, Nakusp.
For more information contact Linda @ 250265-1397. Next meeting will be Saturday,
April 6, 2019.
YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and
Thursday mornings 9-10 am. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.

HELP WANTED

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES is
seeking a FULL-TIME SEASONAL YARD
WORKER/LOADER (May 1-October 31).
If you are self-motivated, physically fit,
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CAFÉ & CRAFTS

NOTICES

EASTER FOOD HAMPERS - Anyone
living from Hills to Enterprise Creek in
need of a food hamper for Easter, call Sue
358-7787 by April 8. Please leave a contact
number.
Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Next Valley Voice Deadline:
April 6, 2019

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

can work outdoors in all weather and in a
fast-paced environment, this could be the
job for you. Construction experience and/or
fork-lift experience would be strong assets.
We offer a safe and inclusive workplace and
a competitive wage, commensurate with
experience. Saturday hours will be required.
This is a seasonal position, but a permanent
full-time position may be available. Bring
your resumé and meet the SBS crew, or
send your resumé in confidence to tim@
silvertonbuilding.ca.

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Winter Hours: Wed – Sat 10-4

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
– Bulk Ordering –
Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

AGRICULTURE
GIFTS

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Spring Hours

Wednesday – Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday –
Tuesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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NOTICES

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a
deeper understanding of yourself and why
things happen the way they do in your life.
It opens your awareness to new viewpoints
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU
regardless of age, background, or religion.
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 3539617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104;
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New
Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-

PAINTING

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

PETS

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: relaxed
walks, come when called, have fun. Learn
more at www.proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

SMALL HOUSE IN NAKUSP, BC, 700
sq. ft. on .37 acre, quiet cul-de-sac. Shed and
garden tools included. $178,500. By appt.
only. 250-517-8797.
SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
Easter Egg Hunt: Sunday April 14,
11am-1pm, Passmore Hall. Ages 0-6.
Free Event but must pre-register. Call
for info.

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Perry Ridge Eco-Reserve petition launched

by Jan McMurray
The Perry Ridge Eco-Reserve
petition was launched at the World
Water Day event at Crescent Valley
Hall on March 24.
The petition calls on the government
to “remove the remaining intact forests
on Perry Ridge from the working forest
and declare it an Eco Reserve.”
“We’re launching the petition now
because Perry Ridge fits the criteria,”
said Marilyn Burgoon of the Perry
Ridge Water Users Association. “The
updated science has told us we are even
more at risk than we already knew, so
it’s time to protect homes, wildlife and
cultural areas.”
The reasons stated in the petition
for the ecological reserve designation
are as follows. The remaining forests on
Perry Ridge are some of the last intact
areas in the southern portion of the
West Kootenay region, a connectivity
corridor between Kokanee Glacier and
Valhalla Provincial Parks. The area
is an important cultural wetland and
has archaeological sites important to
the Sinixt. It is a “unique geological
fragile landform” and provides water
to homes and farms. Residents of Perry

Ridge have a right to enjoyment of their
homes and protection of their properties
without the increased risk of landslides
resulting from forest removal. Perry
Ridge is part of the tourist scenic
visual corridor along Highway 6, Rails
to Trails and the Slocan River. The
remaining forests on Perry Ridge, in
the Slocan Valley, BC need protection
to absorb carbon dioxide as part of the
solution to climate change.

The petition can be downloaded
from the perryridge.org website,
printed, signed, and sent to PRWUA,
c/o Marilyn Burgoon, 4403 Slocan
River Road, Winlaw, BC V0G 2J0.
People can also phone 250-226-7324
to arrange for a pick-up of petitions.
The petition can be sent directly
to MLA Katrine Conroy, but Burgoon
prefers to collect them and send them
on to the MLA herself.

The Perry Ridge Eco-Reserve petition was launched by Marilyn Burgoon of the Perry Ridge
Water Users Association at Crescent Valley Hall on March 24.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Call Mayumi
for Details:
250-265-0002

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

K&A

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

Support the
Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377
Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

Darrell A. Olsen

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
VOG 1R0		

Cell: 250-265-1342
Phone:250-265-4621

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Main break just a warning for New Denver
by Katrine Campbell
The ‘boil water’ advisory briefly
issued by the Village of New Denver
March 19 turned out to be a “better safe
than sorry” scenario. It was rescinded
later that afternoon.
The Public Works crew was working
on Fifth Street when they noticed water
pouring from the line under the Hwy 6
bridge over Carpenter Creek and called
it in. Staff followed the protocol in the
Village’s emergency plan; they notified
Interior Health and sent the crew out to
the Orchard (south of the creek) with the

‘boil water’ notices.
A closer inspection showed the
damage was to the auxiliary or backup
line, not the main line supplying water
to residents and the health centre. There
was no risk at anyone at any time, says
acting CAO Catherine Allaway. Public
Works didn’t have the needed parts in
stock, but they were ordered and repairs
were done Monday March 25.
“It’s good that everyone got a
practice run on emergency procedures,”
Allaway said. “It’s good for everyone to
know what their role is” in a low-stress

way as the crew “quickly figured out it
was not a tremendous problem.”

submitted
Artists and food vendors are
encouraged to respond to an open
call for a juried Arts & Culture Faire
being planned for June 15 at The
Vallican Whole Community Centre
in the Slocan Valley. Applications are
now available at slocanvalleyarts.ca.
“The arts are alive and thriving
in our region,” says board president
Peter Vogelaar. “An annual Arts and
Culture Faire in the valley will help
showcase the incredible talent and
creativity happening here.”
The gorgeous setting will provide
for artisan booths both indoors and
outside, where performance, kinship
and a children’s craft corner will be
located. This will be a free event for
all ages.

Hosted and organized by the
Slocan Valley Community Arts
Council, the Faire will take place
Saturday, June 15 from 10 am – 5 pm
at the Whole, 3762 Little Slocan South
Road in Winlaw.
The Faire will also be a major
stopping point on the ‘Eat the Garden
Tour’, a bi-annual culinary and
horticultural journey through the
Slocan Valley, happening the same
weekend this year.
To apply, visit slocanvalleyarts.
ca and download the application form
and guidelines. Cost of entry is $40
with an active SVCAC membership,
or $50 for non-members. Application
payments will not be processed until
after jury selection and unsuccessful
applicants will have their payment

returned.
Deadline to apply is April 20.
Successful applicants will be notified
by April 30.
For more information contact
the Slocan Valley Community Arts
Council at svcarts@gmail.com or visit
slocanvalleyarts.ca.

Arts & Culture call for submissions

An auxiliary waterline in New Denver sprang
a leak on March 19, prompting a boil water
advisory that was rescinded later that afternoon.

RCMP warning

Slocan Lake RCMP are warning
residents not to leave anything
valuable in their vehicles. Police
have received calls relating to
suspicious persons looking around
vehicles at night in the New Denver
and Silverton areas. RCMP officers
ask the public to call the detachment
at 250-358-2222 or CrimeStoppers
if they notice anything suspicious.

The existing water lines date from
the late 1970s. Allaway said the Village
has issued a Request for Proposals on
BCBid looking for consulting engineers
on a three-year contract. “The hope
is that if we have an engineering firm
committed to working with us for three
years they will help us tackle some of
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these water issues. We hope that by
choosing a firm, we will know upfront
what their pricing will be, to allow us to
budget. It’s good to have a professional
look at this aging structure. A water
system is never done.” Allaway added
that “the current council considers
drinking water a priority.”
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