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Lemon Creek fuel spill case: Lasante gets $20,000 penalty, EFC files appeal of order of new trial
Trust Fund and a $5,000 fine. In an
interview, Cliffe said, “My thoughts
were that rather than a fine, which goes
strictly to government general revenues,
let’s see more of the penalty go back to
projects dedicated to protection of the
environment.”
Cliffe said Lasante’s lawyer, Alain
Hepner, sought a conditional discharge
(no penalty), or, in the alternative, a
fine between $5,000 and $10,000.
“The Crown argued that a conditional
discharge was not in the public interest,”
Cliffe said, “because any sentence for a
regulatory offence like an environmental
statute has to send a signal of deterrence
to others. A sentence like that does not
send a meaningful message – there
are consequences if you are hauling
a hazardous substance and don’t take
reasonable care.”
Lasante, Executive Flight Centre
(the fuel supply company), and the
Province of BC were all facing several
charges under the federal Fisheries
Act and the provincial Environmental
Management Act (EMA) when the trial
began September 25, 2017. Lasante was
found guilty of one charge under the
EMA; the Province of BC was acquitted
of all charges; and the charges against
EFC were stayed. Judge Mrozinski
stayed the charges against EFC because
she agreed that EFC’s right to a timely

trial was violated under the Jordan rule,
which sets 18 months as the maximum
time from the date charges are laid to
the conclusion of a provincial court trial.
However, upon appeal by the federal
Crown, the decision to stay the charges
against EFC was overturned by Justice
Donegal in BC Supreme Court on
December 13, 2018, and Justice Donegal
ordered a new trial for the company.
EFC has now filed an appeal of
Justice Donegal’s decision in the BC

Court of Appeal. A hearing has been
scheduled for April 5 in Vancouver to
determine whether or not the Court
will hear the appeal. Jennifer Ruttan of
Ruttan Bates Barristers and Solicitors
of Calgary is representing EFC on this
appeal.
Marilyn Burgoon laid charges
against EFC and the Province in her
private prosecution, not against Danny
Lasante. After attending the trial, she
says she agrees with the court that the

driver had some responsibility – but
she still feels that “responsibility starts
at the top,” with EFC and the Province.
“The fact that Executive Flight chose
to leave their truck driver to take the
fall and use the Jordan rule to try and
avoid accountability for the spill is
unfortunately an occurrence that repeats
itself when corporations abandon their
workers. I hope when Executive Flight
gets to court they will be accountable for
their negligence.”

PHOTO CREDIT: CRAIG LAWRENCE

by Jan McMurray
The Lemon Creek fuel spill case,
initiated by Slocan Valley resident
Marilyn Burgoon in fall 2014 and taken
over by the federal Crown in January
2016, continues to wind its way through
the courts.
Danny Lasante was given a $20,000
penalty at his sentencing hearing
February 19 in Nelson, and Executive
Flight Centre (EFC) has filed an appeal
of the decision that ordered a new trial
for the company. A hearing has been
scheduled for April 5 in Vancouver to
determine whether or not EFC’s appeal
will be heard in the BC Court of Appeal.
At Lasante’s February 19 hearing,
Judge Lisa Mrozinski sentenced him
to pay a $10,000 fine and to make a
$10,000 contribution to the Habitat
Conservation Trust Fund. Lasante was
the driver of the fuel tanker that landed
in Lemon Creek on July 26, 2013,
resulting in the spill of about 35,000
litres of jet fuel into the creek. On March
1 last year, Lasante was found guilty of
one charge under BC’s Environmental
Management Act – introducing waste
into the environment causing pollution.
At the sentencing hearing, Crown
Prosecutor John Cliffe and his assistant,
Adrienne Switzer, suggested that the
court give Lasante a $30,000 penalty
– $25,000 for the Habitat Conservation

On Monday, February 18, around 100 people showed up on the Slocan Valley Rail Trail to enjoy the annual Family Day on the Trail. The
event was put on by the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society in partnership with Slocan Valley Recreation and featured ski waxing demos,
refreshments, a bonfire and plenty of trail to ski on. One of the highlights of the event was that it brought together this year’s winter grooming
crew for a photo opportunity. Many of them are first season groomers who were meeting other groomers for the first time. Thanks to Jihane, Max,
Bruce, Bryan, David and Greg. Missing are groomers Kim, Marly and Glenda. Their efforts were much appreciated by those in attendance.
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Book on Mountain Caribou offers rare glimpse of endangered species
by Art Joyce
Depending on whether you’re
a cup-half-full or cup-half-empty
type of person, David Moskowitz’s
amazing new book, Caribou
Rainforest: From Heartbreak to
Hope could just as easily have been
subtitled ‘from hope to heartbreak.’
Recently the media reported on
the transportation of the last few
individuals in the South Selkirk
caribou herd to the maternal pens
near Revelstoke, indicating just
how precarious is their survival as
a species. Moskowitz has produced
a beautiful, coffee table-style book
that is lushly illustrated with his

own photographs of these elusive
creatures.
Moskowitz, a biologist, makes
clear the inextricable link between
the caribou and their habitat. “The
territory of the mountain caribou
and the expanse of this interior
temperate rainforest eerily coincide,
hinting at their deep relationship
and the possibility that this is
truly a ‘Caribou Rainforest,’” he
writes. “The rainforest stretches
discontinuously for more than 500
miles north to south across a series of
rugged mountain ranges in northern
Washington, Idaho, and Montana in
the United States and southeastern

British Columbia in Canada.” The
author writes of the excitement
of his first caribou sighting in the
Monashee mountains: “I felt like I
had seen a ghost.” Among biologists,
the causes of their decline are widely
accepted to be habitat loss from
unchecked logging of old growth
forests, backcountry recreation,
and the encroachment of human
settlements.
To simply shrug and say, ‘Oh,
well, species have been disappearing
forever,’ is to miss a fundamental
point: with each vanishing species
our own ultimate survival is brought
increasingly into question. As

Moskowitz writes, “the stories and
fates of caribou, rainforest, and
humans are irrevocably intertwined,”
not least the fates of First Nations
peoples whose traditional lifeways
are tied to the mountain caribou.
“Here we find a microcosm of
what is playing out in ecosystems
around the planet,” Moskowitz
concludes. He sees the challenge of
developing an effective conservation
strategy for mountain caribou as
a potential template for protecting
other endangered species.
Moskowitz contrasts the current
near-extinct condition of mountain
caribou with their former abundance,
noting that, “several indigenous
groups from the region describe
mountain caribou as a kind of food
insurance. As Chief Roland Willson
of the West Moberly First Nations
shared with me, ‘Caribou were
considered to be a convenient food.
There were so many caribou here
the elders said they were like bugs
on the landscape.’” Moskowitz
comments on the irony that First
Nations have had to switch from
being hunters of mountain caribou
to being their protectors. “We need
them as much as they need us for
protection,” said Harley Davis,
former chief of the Saulteau First
Nations. “Without the animals and
without the trees and the forest, our
culture could not survive.” In Europe
and Siberia the species is known as
reindeer. Indigenous peoples there
have partially domesticated them as a
source of food and raw materials. As
with our local indigenous peoples,
the reindeer are an integral part of
both their material and storytelling
culture.
The ‘legendary’ quality
Moskowitz attributes to mountain
caribou has much to do with the
unique evolutionary niche they
occupy, “one of the most unusual
ecotypes of caribou found in the
world because of the unusual
environmental conditions they have
adapted to, which includes a winter
snowpack in excess of 50 feet (15
metres) some winters.” The author

explains that mountain caribou have
evolved extra large feet for their
body size, allowing them to cross the
snowpack as if wearing snowshoes.
“Their round feet are cupped in the
middle, and in winter they can use
them like shovels for pawing through
snow to access plants and lichens
buried beneath.” The species family
name is Cervidae, which includes
deer, moose and elk. Cervids are
unique among hoofed animals for
their capacity to grow antlers that are
grown each summer and shed every
winter. Caribou are more unique yet
in that both males and females grow
antlers.
C a r i b o u R a i n f o re s t i s a
beautifully produced book with
astonishing wildlife and habitat
photography, produced to a high
quality by publisher Braided River.
Although not all scientists are
capable of writing to a general
audience, Moskowitz achieves this
seemingly effortlessly. Despite his
obvious passion for these animals
and their survival, his prose is never
accusatory or condescending. He
admits in his conclusion that, “this
project has also been one of the most
heartbreaking experiences of my
entire conservation career,” and that
at present, the fate of the mountain
caribou looks “grim.” He notes that
“books like this one are supposed to
end on a hopeful note,” but that for
many conservationists the reality is
one of having to cope with grief as
if we were losing a loved one, or a
part of ourselves. He cites ecological
philosophers Joanna Macy and
Molly Young Brown, who assert
that the “doorway to action lies in
recognizing that our ability to feel
the suffering and grief of the world
around us allows us to act from a
place of solidarity with the world.”
Moskowitz concludes therefore
that, “it is not by turning away from
this pain but by turning into it that we
can find a way through to inspiration
and action,” while cautioning that,
“solutions that work for some people
at the expense of others are not
solutions at all.”

submitted
On February 20 in the House
of Commons, the NDP Member of
Parliament for Kootenay – Columbia
called on the federal government to
increase investment in rural internet
and wireless infrastructure. Speaking
on a motion calling for two studies
on rural digital infrastructure, Wayne
Stetski said what is really needed is
an action plan and proper funding.
He spoke about the growing
digital divide between rural and
urban communities saying, “it
impacts Canadians’ quality of life,
compromises public safety, and
limits innovation and economic
growth.”

Stetski discussed how new
technologies are changing everything
from farming to education to
healthcare, but reliable high-speed
internet is needed to take advantage
of these advances.
The private sector business case
for digital infrastructure is not the
same in rural areas as higher density
communities, so the government
must step in to get Canadians
connected, Stetski said.
The CRTC estimates it will cost
$7 billion to achieve universal access
to high-speed internet in Canada.
The Liberal government so far has
committed $500 million through
its ‘Connect to Innovate’ program.
Stetski called on the government to
substantially increase its investment
in rural connectivity in the 2019
budget saying, “rural Canadians
deserve no less.”

MP Stetski calls for rural
internet/wireless funding

Advertise in the Valley Voice.
It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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New dentist takes over Saddle Mountain Dental Clinic in Nakusp
by Jan McMurray
Dr. Tanner Dobson is the new
dentist in Nakusp. He has just
bought Saddle Mountain Dental
Clinic and has taken over the
practice from Dr. Don Desandoli.
Tanner was working in Creston
when he met Don through the West
Kootenay Community TEETH
Clinic Society, which offers
affordable dental care to lowincome residents in the region.
When Tanner learned that Don was
ready to retire, he decided to take
the plunge and buy Don’s practice.
“I’m definitely the first person
in my class to buy a business,”
he says. “I almost feel like an
imposter because it’s so not my
world to deal with lawyers and
accountants, but the actual job
and the town has been so great!
The people are awesome and the
women working in the office are
wonderful.”
Tanner was born and raised
in Prince George, graduated
from high school in Vanderhoof,
completed his Bachelor of Science
at UNBC in Prince George, and
graduated from dental school
in Vancouver in May 2018. He
worked in Creston from June
to January, and now works in
Nakusp on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday, and at the TEETH
Clinic in Nelson (at the plaza on
Front Street) on Friday, Saturday
and Monday. He lives in Nelson.

Ta n n e r l o v e s m o u n t a i n
climbing, rock climbing and other

outdoor activities, so wishes he
had more time in Nakusp. “That’s

what attracted me to the West
Kootenay, but it’s been so busy!”
Dobson likes dentistry
because “it can make a difference
in people’s lives. It can turn
something around. It can be a
catalyst for positive change in
other aspects of their lives, too.”
He says dentistry students
spend the first two years in school
with medical students, and this
was when he became very aware
that the funding model for medical
care is quite different from the
model for dental care. “That’s
something that has driven me
ever since I became aware of
it – the access gap for Canadian
citizens, especially for low-income
Canadians. It’s something I’m
passionate about,” he said. “It’s
one of the reasons I pursued a
private practice ownership – so I
can make those decisions to help
people when possible.”
To inquire about the TEETH
program, call 250-352-6560 or
visit www.healthcoop.ca. You can
also talk to Tanner directly about
the program.

The Nakusp office is open
and taking new clients, but will
be closed March 28-April 8 while
Don takes the whole crew on a
Cuban vacation!

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Dr. Tanner Dobson is the new dentist in Nakusp.

Slocan microhydro project affected by BC Hydro review

by Jan McMurray
It looks like the Village of Slocan
won’t get an electricity purchase
agreement (EPA) from BC Hydro for
its proposed microhydro project, a
project that has been in development
for the past decade.
The Village applied for an
EPA under BC Hydro’s Standing
Offer Program in September 2017.
The Standing Offer Program has
been suspended indefinitely and is
expected to be eliminated entirely.
“Unfortunately, the decision to
cancel all EPAs also applies to smallscale, community-owned renewable
energy projects like ours,” said
Slocan Mayor Jessica Lunn in an
interview. “We had hoped that the
Province would provide options for
community and First Nations projects
to move forward to support powering
our economy through the use of

clean energy production, as outlined
in the Province’s CleanBC initiative
announced earlier this year. Moving
forward, we will continue to explore
other models.”
The elimination of BC
Hydro’s Standing Offer Program
is recommended in a report as part
of an internal review of BC Hydro.
The report shows how “the previous
provincial government pressured
BC Hydro into signing long-term
contracts with independent power
producers that will cost BC customers
more than $16 billion over 20 years,”
according to a government press
release.
“BC didn’t benefit. BC Hydro
customers didn’t benefit. A small
number of well-placed independent
power producers benefited, and
customers were stuck with a 40year payment plan,” says Michelle

Mungall, Minister of Energy, Mines
and Petroleum Resources, in the
press release.
The internal review of BC Hydro
showed that both the agreements with
independent power producers and the
deferral of BC Hydro’s debt will cost
British Columbians for decades to
come. The government press release
states that “the BC government is
taking action to keep electricity rates
affordable for customers by cutting
costs and developing new revenue
streams at the Crown corporation.”
The government will also enhance
the BC Utility Commission’s
independent oversight of BC Hydro.
Subject to BCUC approval,
electricity bills will increase by 8.1%
over the next five years, which is
almost 40% lower than the 13.7%
increase over the same period under
the previous government’s plan.

submitted
Interior Health (IH) has released
an Invitation to Bid for a general
contractor to oversee construction for
the redevelopment of the emergency
department (ED) at Arrow Lakes
Hospital.
Detailed design of the important
upgrades to the hospital was done
by Nelson-based Cover Architecture
Collaborative Inc.
Highlights of the project will
include a dedicated triage area; two
new trauma bays; renovated patient

exam bays to improve privacy; new
utility rooms; and an enclosed multipurpose meeting room near the ED for
family consultations or waiting space
for family during trauma situations.
IH anticipates awarding this
contract and construction to start this
spring. It will take approximately one
year to complete the ED redevelopment
from the start of construction. Work
will take place in phases to ensure
ongoing care is provided at the site.
IH expects project completion in 2020.
The project is being funded

through the Ministry of Health and
the West Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital District (WKBRHD). The
Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation and
the Arrow Lakes Health Care Auxiliary
Society are exploring opportunities to
support these important enhancements
to the ED.
The scope of the project was
determined through an initial planning
and assessment phase funded by the
WKBRHD, which included direct
input from the hospital staff and
physicians.

IH seeking bids on ALH hospital ER

SADDLE MOUNTAIN
DENTAL CLINIC
has a new owner!
Dr. Tanner Dobson
Family Dentist
Congratulations to Dr. Don
Desandoli on his retirement
from all of us at the clinic
250-265-9993
86 Broadway St. W, Nakusp
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OPINION

Lyme disease

Thanks to God, family and
friends, I got through a very serious
case of Lyme disease. It is gone!
There are many people suffering
from this awful disease, which is
caused by tick bites. It’s hard to treat
and it takes time – it took me two
years to get better. The good news is
it’s easy to prevent. Just check your
body for ticks after you’ve been out
enjoying nature. If you catch it right
away, you won’t get Lyme disease.
So enjoy nature, and take care.
Carolina Gritco
New Denver

Attention race
fans

After a six-year absence from
racing, I’ve decided to return to the
Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah for one
more go.
The team is forming, the
motorcycle is getting built and I’m
looking forward to a great adventure.
The event is in late summer, when the
salt is hard and fast. Join the team!
Bonnefied Landspeed Racing, 250358-7741. Updates to follow.
Ron Scroggins
Silverton

Forest
Enhancement
Society
enhances
clearcutting

Your article on all the grants for
industry with ‘green’ initiatives was
disturbing. This kind of thinking
only enhances the clearcutting
mentality. OK, let us keep slashing
and destroying the very essence of
life and ecosystems, but we will not
burn anymore on the cutblock. They
now call Mackenzie the ‘fibrebasket’
of BC and they call forestry a bioeconomy. The Forest Enhancement
Society, another Crown agency,
runs along with the likes of Forest
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Stewardship Plans (clearcutting),
Forest Development (clearcutting
and then seeing what might still
grow). Professional Reliance is a
hiding spot for anyone that wants to
look good. In which clearcut did a
clean conscience die? We had better
hurry – they have given all they had
to nature to take her down; nature
will give us all the force she has in
return.
Angie Herlihy
Grand Forks

The Trudeaus...
a just society

Pierre Trudeau’s son Justin was
named after his vision of a ‘just
society’ and his son was elected on
his father’s glory. These people live
in mansions and not in some shack
in the bush. They are groomed for
power and cocktail parties with the
elite, not out hunting deer to feed
their community.
While Pierre Trudeau was prime
minister, he brought forth the ‘White
Paper’ compiled by Jean Chretien,
Minister of Native Affairs, on the
assimilation of Indians. Chretien’s
company of lawyers profited by
handling contracts dealing with First
Nations. Assimilation was another
form of corporate expansion to
exploit the land and its resources
undermining the very fabric of native
traditional culture and relationship
to the land. First Nations land
claims within the ‘rule of law’
hinge on a legal system designed to
disenfranchise them, just like losing
your land to Hydro or your watershed
to logging.
Our colonial pyramid-style
government concentrates power
at the top into few hands. The
‘rule of law’ is about business, not
about life. Unfortunately contracts
can be obtained through payoffs
to officials here as well as in the
countries where they do business.
I witnessed my father paying off
a minister. I’ve watched Canada’s
biggest engineering company SNC-

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
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address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
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Chef Brodie Boland and our wonderful kitchen team have created a new menu that 430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
is sure to please everyone’s taste buds! Check our Facebook page for details.
250-353-7714
The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Lavalin get the best contracts, while
everybody else gets leftovers even
though SNC-Lavalin is renowned
for fraud and corruption. It’s been
going on for decades and they don’t
seem to face criminal charges. I’m
glad someone like our aboriginal
Attorney General stood up to this
type of dishonesty but not that shewas
immediately demoted to Veteran
Affairs. Now let’s teach our children
about truth, justice and bullying.
Eloise Charet, Bear Clan
New Denver

Food as a
weapon of war

Not satisfied with Nicolas Maduro
winning a majority in the Venezuelan
elections that international observers
said were clean and transparent, the
United States imposed sanctions on
the country to remove Maduro from
power. Payments for oil are withheld.
If Venezuela had their oil money, they
wouldn’t have a humanitarian crisis.
United Nations Human Rights Council
rapporteurs blame the US sanctions for
Venezuela’s downward spiral. They
say the sanctions are illegal and could
amount to “crimes against humanity”
under international law since they
are not endorsed by the UN Security
Council. Along with the European
Union, Canada is singled out as a
partner in “economic warfare.”
The UN knows how dangerous

sanctions can be. UN Security Council
Resolution 661 passed in August 1990
imposed sanctions on Iraq. The US
made it clear they would remain until
Saddam Hussein was removed from
power. By 1996, a half million Iraqi
children were estimated to have died
as a result of the sanctions. In 1998,
the WHO said 5,000-6,000 per month
were dying. One of the reasons Osama
bin Laden gave for the 9/11 terrorist
attack was the constant bombing of
Iraq and the hundreds of thousands
of children that died as a result of
sanctions on that country.
In their latest report, unocha.
org/yemen say 20.1 million or 2/3 of
Yemen’s population are food insecure.
Ten million people are suffering from
extreme hunger. 7.4 million need
services to treat malnutrition including
3.2 million with acute malnutrition.
Currently the situation is worse than
at any time since the conflict started in
March 2015. The UN Food program is
scaling up to reach 12 million people
with food assistance.
The US is trying to impose
sanctions on Iran’s financial and
shipping sectors to prevent the
purchase of Iranian oil. Oil provides
Tehran with 80% of its revenue.
Iran’s Rial has plummeted and hurt
ordinary Iranians amid spiraling prices
of basic goods. If other countries
cooperate soon we will have another
humanitarian disaster.
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In the West Bank and Gaza,
Trump has stopped making payments
to UNWRA, the UN agency that
provides aid to the Palestinians while
continuing to provide $10 million a
day in aid to Israel. Ochaopt.org states
1.3 million people in Gaza need food
aid. The construction of the Wall and
subsequent military orders and ad hoc
measures make the normal conduct of
business extremely difficult according
to 2004 and 2007 reports by the
World Bank. Hundreds of thousands
of people are utterly dependent on
food aid for survival. Food – the new
weapon of war.
Ed Zak
Nakusp

Cheques and
balances

I am afraid for our country.
Examples:
Does anyone really think that
Ms. Wilson-Raybould did not know
who and what SNC-Lavalin is (was)?
Does seemingly self-professed superpatriot Michael Wernick think that
anything less than a gun to Ms.
Wilson-Raybould’s head is not undue
pressure? Is everyone aware that an
SNC-Lavalin executive got a walk on
obstruction of justice charges?
Meanwhile, back in BC, Act 2 is
playing out.
Ms Sabrina Meng is arrested and
her fentanyl-trafficking and moneylaundering fellow Chinese walks.
Rule of Law? Eh too, M True-doh.
It pains me as a Canadian to have
to agree with Mr. Xi that yes, it is
political.
In closing and with apologies
to William S: Friends, Canadians,
countrymen, lend me your ears. I come
to bury Caesar, not to praise him. The
evil that men do lives after them.
Robert Mills
Silverton
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GEARED UP
for economic
development?

Well the age-old debate on housing,
jobs, the economy, taxes, growth, seniors,
families, etc. has turned up again. I
usually avoid wading into debates in
Facebook’s comment section – I’m more
happy to discuss these issues in person
over a coffee – but I have something to
post that is slightly related to all these
topics.
I am celebrating my 24th birthday at
the end of March with a party at Odin’s
(everyone is invited 19+!) and I hope I
get to spend many more birthdays and
milestones in this community because I
love it so much. More than anyone can
really imagine.
But I’m worried about this
community and I want to make sure it’s
still a vibrant place when I’m 30, 40,
50, even 75 and my grandkids are in the
school and I can go to the hospital 24/7
if needed, buy my groceries, get a good
coffee and enjoy a good community
choir concert.
Because of this, I’m trying to get
something done to increase economic
development in this community. I am
trying to start a cowork space called the
Lift in the upstairs of the old Silverton
General Store, managed by the Silverton
Cowork Society, a registered non-profit.
A cowork space will: help local people
by providing training and mentorship
to start new businesses, buy existing
ones, or expand their own; help nonprofits by providing training, organizing
tactics, and general management; act as
a platform for networking to connect
people who may be doing the same thing.
It’s been shown in studies that people
are more effective, creative, innovative
and productive when they work in a
space with other people rather than on
their own.
But on top of helping locals, the
Lift will attract new residents to our
community.
So many young families in urban
centres are being pushed out and looking
for a place to go. And some are looking
to come really rural!
I know that housing is a problem. I
know internet is a problem. I know that
fear of growth is a problem for some!
There are amazing people in our
community currently working on these
issues of housing and internet and they
are trying to find solutions. I don’t want
to press pause on the cowork just to wait
for the other pieces to unfold when we
can all work on multiple paths together.
And hopefully, by the time the Lift gets
their doors open, there will be fibre
internet and housing, or at least it’ll be
in the near future following that.
So I have a bit of a shameless plug.
My birthday party has a suggested sliding
scale donation of $10-$30. After paying
DJ Grandpa Phunk and the designated
drivers, all extra proceeds will go
towards the Lift through the Silverton
Cowork Society. I’ve also set up a Go
Fund Me page for online donations. All
contributions are greatly appreciated!

To donate go to www.gofundme.
com/geared-up-dance-party-amp-liftfundraiser
Danika Hammond
Silverton

Forestry: we
can rewrite the
story

On Monday February 4, 2019 Glade
Watershed Protection Society was in
court trying to get an injunction to stop
logging in order to protect our water
source. Our lawyer, Lilina Lysenko,
was the first to speak. She asked for an
injunction to defer logging until a Forest
Practices Board investigation and a
judicial review of a s.29 Drinking Water
Protection Act could be completed. She
argued that irreparable harm would be
done to our water and our community if
logging went ahead as planned.
Atco and Kalesnikoff lawyers
said: “They only want to stop logging,
$150,000 of unrecoverable dollars has
been spent, their water is already nonpotable, irreparable harm would be done
to our companies in terms of financial
losses, we have bent over backwards
to accommodate them…etc.” Lawyers
for Atco and Kalesnikoff both argued
that the planned cutblocks are a very
small part of the overall watershed; but
omitted the point that these cutblocks
are the first on paper, with many more to
follow. Even though cumulative impacts
are supposed to be considered, this is
obviously not the case when cutblocks
are done piecemeal as per the current
standard.
The hearing lasted over three hours
and Justice Tammen gave his decision
on Thursday, February 7 at 9:15 in
the Rossland courthouse. Decision
dismissed! No injunction granted. And
although we have received nothing in
writing, Kalesnikoff’s lawyer asked for
costs…
There has to be another way. We
have to make another way in order to
protect these vital ecosystems. There
is the reality of climate change and
watershed logging has never made sense
on any level. Our rural watersheds were
given to private lumber companies by
the BC government of the day – but this
is not the only story, as the industry and
the government would like us to think.
If things were given, they can also be
taken away. Folks are standing on roads,
petitioning their regional representatives,
working with professionals, challenging
the status quo. We can rewrite the story.
Glade Watershed Protection Society
www.protectgladewatershed.com

Change forest
management

Much has been written in the Valley
Voice recently about the state of the forest
industry in BC and the ongoing battle to
protect the water and general biodiversity
of our region from profit-driven forest
harvesting.
Tinkering with forest practices.
Studying what should be done differently.
Having public meetings to discuss the
situation. And more blah, blah, blah.

There is a simple solution to
managing our Crown, therefore, publicly
owned forests. Take the management out
of the hands of forest companies and put
it back into the hands of the Minister of
Forests. Manage the forests for carbon
capture, for minimizing forest fires, for
maintaining healthy watersheds and
biodiversity, for recreational uses, and
finally for wood fibre.
Right now our forests need to be
re-grown for the benefit of all the life
forms that call the forests of BC home.
The mountain caribou have been here
a great deal longer than humans. It is
not proper to destroy their habitat for
the exclusive benefit of we humans. All
logging should be salvage operations.
No more clearcuts. Selective only. No
trees should be cut for wholesale raw
log export. All wood harvested must be
value added before sold and all domestic
markets must be served before export
markets. All surplus value-added wood
for export to be sold to the highest bidder.
Now all the capitalists are tearing
their hair and screaming, “That’s
socialism and will never work!” Sorry,
profit-before-survival bunch, you are
wrong. All those losing their jobs because
the forest companies are sent packing,
and more, will be hired to truly manage
the forests for the health of the forest and
all of us living in these wonderful valleys,
including the wildlife. We have been
giving our forests away for decades to fill
the pockets of wealthy forest company
owners and their stockholders, not to
mention the equipment manufacturers
and their stockholders.
It’s time we understand that
capitalism as being practiced by the
world’s wealthy elite is only working
for them and not for the rest of us, nor
for the very biosphere on Planet Earth
we all share and need to survive. We
have maybe ten years to start the hard
turnaround. It must be started now.
It is very positive to see the young
people becoming aware that their elders
have been squandering their future. Also
to see the Extinction Rebellion growing.
I suggest that the coming federal election
will be pivotal. If you want there to be
a possible future for your children and
grandchildren then there is only one party
to vote for. The party that is not beholden
to Big Oil, Big Banks, Big Unions, and
wealthy donors. The only party that is
concerned with survival of life on Earth.
The Green Party.
Michael Brown
New Denver

Points to
ponder, part 1

Is it better to have the toilet seat up
and dry or down and peed on?
Is Donald Trump president of the
USA or is it just ‘fake news’?
‘In God We Trust’ is written on
American money. The country seems
plagued by natural disasters (Acts of
God). Is it possible Trump’s second-incommand does not approve of what he
is doing?
Rather than temporary foreign
workers in Canada, maybe we should
bring in temporary foreign politicians,
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like from France, to give us free
education and healthcare?
Should we learn about democracy
from the French and forget about our
party dictatorships?
How can any politician say they
represent you if they are not prepared to
sit down and discuss your views?
When Donald Trump makes
America great again, does that mean the
return of the Ugly American? (Canadian
flags on American travellers abroad.)
Trudeau wrote off (gave) GM US
$1.5 billion and Chrysler US $1.1 billion
of our money. This will pay autoworkers’
wages and executive salaries in the sixand seven-figure range. Trudeau likes
to apologize. Can he apologize to postal
workers for not granting wage parity
with autoworkers, also to seniors and
veterans in need and to Canadians dead
and dying because they could not afford
their medications?
When one Canadian is legislated
back to work for substandard wages and
working conditions, then all Canadians
are expected to work for substandard
wages and working conditions.
What Canadian politicians did for
the resource sector in Canada can be
summed up in the gold mining industry.
(Note: arsenic used for gold refining went
back down the mines and was stored
there. Now we pay to make sure it does
not get into the groundwater.) Hence, the
private sector got our gold, Canadians got
the shaft – with arsenic.
Attrition is diminishing the need
for French in Canada. Trudeau spent
$2.7 billion to try to stop it. Now can
the four million Canadians who do not
know where their next meal is coming
from go somewhere and learn to say
“I am starving to death” in both official
languages?
Temporary foreign workers should
be paid by the federal government.
People using these workers pay double
that amount to the government. The
excess goes to Canadians in need.
Humanitarian Trudeau worries
about wages around the world. What
about Canada? Most Canadians have
not seen a raise in 10 to 15 years and for
some people it has been over 30 years. Is
this the cost of free trade to make Canada
more competitive?
Autoworkers are out of work. It is
a national travesty. The PM and unions
are all over the national news. Logs and
jobs are sent out of BC (100 sawmills
close) and nobody cares. Is this Western
Alienation at its finest?
What are autoworkers worried
about anyways? There are lots of jobs in
Canada. That is why we have temporary
foreign workers.
Ed Varney
Vallican

No time to wait
for climate
action

Greta Thunberg is a 16-year-old
Swedish climate activist who has
addressed both the United Nations and
the World Economic Forum. In August
2018 she sat outside the Swedish

parliament building with a sign that
said, ‘Strike for the Climate.’ Her actions
have blossomed into an international
movement. Students all over the world
are leaving school as part of the ‘Fridays
For the Future’ movement.
Locally here in Nelson we are
having our very first school climate
strike on Monday, March 4. Students
will be meeting outside of Nelson City
Hall between noon and 3 pm. We chose
this date as it is the same day that Nelson
City Council plans to debate the urgency
of the climate crisis. The strike follows
a full-day workshop on climate change
for council and City staff on March 1.
The IPCC report that came out
last October was clear and terrifying.
Scientists are telling us that we have less
than 12 years to cut our emissions in half
if we want to avoid catastrophic change.
Everyone will be impacted, especially
our generation.
Despite the clear warnings,
governments continue to refuse to
take serious action, and our future is
being jeopardized. What is the point of
studying for the future when we don’t
know if there is a future? It feels like
the government is not listening or does
not care. We, as youth, have to make our
voices heard.
We are asking students to bring
signs and encourage as many youth as
possible to come out and join us for a
peaceful and powerful gathering. The
larger our numbers, the bigger the impact
we will have.
We want elected leaders to
understand this issue from our
perspective. We are hoping to meet
with Nelson Mayor John Dooley, as well
as staff of MP Wayne Stetski and MLA
Michelle Mungall.
We want our local City council to
take bigger steps towards goals that
will reduce our impacts on the climate
and our lives, as soon as possible. Youth
are not looking to see plans that will be
accomplished by 2030 or 2050. By the
year 2050, we will only be in our late
40s. We cannot afford to wait this long
to solve such consequential problems,
which are growing larger by the day.
The climate issue will not go
away by ignoring it and pushing back
deadlines. We have all heard the statistics
and seen the numbers. Last summer’s
wildfire smoke really made climate
impacts real at home. We are concerned
about our future.
We also know that we have solutions
to the climate crisis. This leaves no
excuses as to why serious action is not
happening now, when it truly matters
most. We youth want to see bold plans
that can begin to take action immediately.
Join our strike for climate on March
4. We no longer have time to wait.
As Greta said so clearly at the World
Economic Forum in January, “I don’t
want your hope. I want you to panic. I
want you to feel the fear I feel every day.
I want you to act as you would in a crisis.
I want you to act as if the house is on fire,
because it is.”
Daniela Sirois Ennis (16) and
Alyssa Taburiaux (19)
Nelson
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New Denver council, February 12: Commercial owners interested in adding accessory residences
by Katrine Campbell
• New Denver council held a
Committee of the Whole meeting
at 6:30 pm before the regular
meeting. The only item on the
agenda was a presentation on the
Regional Energy Efficiency Program
(REEP) and the BC Energy Step
Code Consultation notification.
Trish Dehnel (Community Energy
Association) and Carmen Proctor
(Nelson EcoSave) were hired by the
RDCK to offer the program. Their
PowerPoint presentation explained
that energy costs in the district
amounted to $3,764 per person per
year (2016 figures) and the program
would help people save money. The
BC Energy Step Code, part of the
BC Building Code, mandates energy
efficiency in all new construction,
including homes, and REEP has an
existing home component. Rebates
and financing (up to $1,000) to hire
energy advisors is available. REEP
will roll out community launches in
New Denver/Silverton on April 24.
• Jeff Bustard and Lorie Langford,
owners of Sweet Dreams Guesthouse
on Eldorado St., requested the Village
amend commercial zoning regulations

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

How Birds Survive Winter
Kinglets huddle at night on a twig, sharing body
heat. Woodpeckers whack out sleeping cavities
low in rotting dead trees (summer nests are
higher). Crows gather in large nighttime roosts
to share news about food and danger and to
spread the risk of being nabbed by predators.
Ravens lose heat slowly, fueling up by feeding
on kills made by large animals.
slocanlakess.com

C1, C2 and C3. They pointed out
that residential zoning had changed
to allow accessory residences to
increase the number of rental homes,
and asked council “to apply the same
reasoning to the commercial zone.”
Council asked the acting CAO for a
definition of “accessory residence.”
If the amendment was to apply only
to the Bustard/ Langford property, it
wouldn’t trigger an OCP change.
However, two other owners
of commercially-zoned properties
have asked about adding accessory
residences. Allaway called it “a
tricky situation” as there would need
to be changes to two bylaws (OCP
and zoning), and if it were done for
all properties in the same zoning,
the process would be lengthy and
entail public hearings. To make
the amendments, the OCP has to
be changed and various agencies
(e.g. First Nations, Ministry of
Transportation) must be consulted.
Langford and Bustard were
advised to apply for a joint OCP and
zoning amendment in accordance
with Development Procedures Bylaw
#417, 1993.
• Among the items discussed in
the Correspondence for Information
file was a request for a grant-in-aid
for Nelson Police Department’s
‘Emergency Services Camp.’
Councillor John Fyke said he liked
the idea but Mayor Leonard Casley
pointed out that Lucerne students
weren’t included in the program.
Acting CAO Catherine Allaway
said a letter about Columbia Basin
Trust’s ‘Funding Opportunity for
Public Art Projects’ was there for
council’s information, and had been
passed on to local arts groups.
• Allaway reported that a student
from LESS would be on a work
experience stint with the Village’s
Public Works crew the following
week.
• Councillor Colin Moss said the

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

NEW OFFICE HOURS

Please note that the Village of New Denver municipal office
will now be open weekdays except statutory holidays from 9:00
am until 4:00 pm.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

The Village of New Denver is seeking local residents to sit on
the Village of New Denver’s Local Selection Committee to guide
the allocation of funding from the CBT Community Initiatives
Program. The meeting will take place at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
April 16, 2019 and interested individuals can contact the Village
Office for more information. The deadline for expressions of
interest is 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 20, 2019.

PERMITS AND LICENCES

Did you know that Building Permits, Sign Permits, Temporary
Licences of Occupation, Business Licences and Dog Licences
are required within the municipal boundaries? Application forms
and additional information (including information about exempt
activities) are available from the Village Office.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Slocan District Chamber of Commerce
will research funding for a couple of
projects. Two businesses have recently
opened on New Denver’s Main St.,
a music store and a hair salon, and
each was given a gift basket and
a welcome on behalf of council
and the Chamber. The Chamber is
looking for funding for the program.
It is also considering an ‘Open for
Business’ slide show project, using
a professional photographer to take
three or four pictures of each business.
• Council received for
information a 20-page Facilities
Overview compiled by Amanda
Murphy, the Recreation and Cultural
Services Coordinator. The report is
a summary of the “current condition
and issues regarding… communityused facilities and their included
amenities.” The facilities include
everything from the campground to
trails, from the Nikkei Centre to the
old dump site.
• The new Knox Hall Rental Policy
was adopted as presented. It outlines
the process for booking, payment
procedures, and reimbursements for
rentals. The policy will be posted to
the website, newdenver.ca.
• Council adopted the Purchasing
Policy created after the Village’s

auditors directed staff to do so. The
policy governs “authorization of
purchases [of goods and services]
according to sound business practices
with appropriate accountability,
management and transparency.”
Allaway said the policy was pretty
comprehensive but hadn’t been tested,
and “should streamline procedures.”
• Council approved a grant-in-aid
request from the Slocan Lake Garden
Society for $1,034.66 to pay for
electrical upgrades completed in April
2018. The SLGS had asked the Village
in November to assume financial
responsibility but the process was
unresolved and records don’t indicate
what commitments the Village made.
Staff is working with the SLGS
volunteers to develop an operational
plan to indicate responsibilities and
communication protocols.
Council also gave approval in
principle to three planned 2019
projects: repairing the ponds’ concrete,
resurfacing the main gateway
ramp, and installing signage on the
shoreline. In addition, the society
will be designated as a Community
Organization to qualify it for a reduced
rental rate for Knox Hall. Three other
requests were refused approval.
• A letter from the Lucerne

Association for Community Education
(LACE) was received for information,
and a follow-up Committee of the
Whole meeting will be scheduled to
review LACE’s plans for the Bosun
Hall. As part of the management
agreement between the Village and
LACE, the latter has to seek approval
before starting any modifications on
the building or grounds. Considering
the hall’s uncertain future, Casley said
he didn’t want to see them spending
too much money on it.
• Council received for information
a letter from Silverton Building
Supplies co-owner Clarence denBok
requesting a letter of support for
his plan to acquire and install an
Automatic External Defibrillator
(AED). Since council has no municipal
authority over businesses in the Village
of Silverton, they were happy to allow
the New Denver & Area Volunteer Fire
Department to provide the letter.
• CBT Community Initiatives
applications will be presented to the
local selection committee April 16
at 7 pm in the Knox Hall. The CIP is
designed to support projects identified
as priorities in the community, that
might not otherwise be undertaken. A
call for committee members is in the
Village’s ad on this page.

North Valley seniors (55+) invited to socialize
submitted
If you are 55 or over and looking
for opportunities to engage with others
in the Hills to Enterprise Creek area,
you may wish to join other like-minded
(as well as disparate) folks who meet
every Friday afternoon 1 pm – 4 pm at
Knox Hall in New Denver.
The weekly gatherings can fill
an important gap for seniors of all
ages, particularly those retirees who
enjoy and feel a need for a regular or
occasional opportunity to socialize
and casually recreate with others.
Each week those in attendance
create and organize the activities that
interest them. Such a self-directed and
supportive community environment
enables them to maintain and enhance
their cognitive abilities, self-esteem
and general well-being.
Typically, the weekly activities
include card games such as bridge
and cribbage as well as dominoes
and other board games. The activity
opportunities and options, however,
can be as creative and varied as those
who participate. Perhaps you and
your friends have a favourite game or
other group activity and need a place
to gather. Or perhaps you just feel a
need to “get out and have a cup of tea”
with others.
For those who may wish to
continue using their community activist

skills within a formally recognized
organization, the local seniors’ group
was established in 1973 as Branch 87 of
the Senior Citizens Association of BC,
giving them a formal organizational
mechanism to represent their interests
to government through the regional
and provincial bodies. Similarly,
members could organize speakers or
workshops on topics of interest such
as emergency first aid, defibrillator use,
hospice care, what to do when a spouse
dies, genealogy research, memoir
writing and personal storytelling with
community youth.
The New Denver/Silverton Senior

Citizens Branch 87 AGM is held each
November including the election of
four executive officers. Currently there
are 17 members and Barb Lahner is
president.
Branch 87 members welcome all
those age 55+ who may be interested
in any of the above activities and
possible initiatives. For those who wish
to drop by and subsequently decide
to join, the annual membership fee
is only $10. Given the organization’s
limited membership and revenues, the
annual Knox Hall rental fee has been
covered in recent years by a grant from
Recreation Commission #6.

by Jan McMurray
The Valley Voice is featured in
one of a series of articles that explores
the importance of local news in rural
Canada. The series is being published
on the website J-Source.ca, a trade
site for the journalism industry that
promotes national discussion about
journalism.
The article, titled, ‘Delivery by the
thousands under glacier-clad peaks:
How a woman from southern Ontario
and a man from the Prairies have
figured out local-news survival in
BC’s Kootenays’ is written by Angela
Long, a master of journalism grad from
Ryerson University in Toronto.
Long contacted the Valley Voice
by email last April. “I am a freelance
writer working on a book-length project
about the importance of local news in
rural Canada. In May I plan to embark
on a cross-country journey to visit the
communities where rural journalism is
alive and well. I wonder if it might be
possible to visit your community and
speak to some of the people working
for your publication,” she said.

Valley Voice owners Dan Nicholson
and Jan McMurray jumped at the
chance to be part of Long’s project. She
came in June, camped at the Rosebery
Provincial Park Campground, and
spent some time getting to know the
Valley Voice.
Long received a $25,000 Canada
Council for the Arts grant for her book
project, which allowed her to travel
to more than 20 small towns across
the country. She logged over 22,000
kilometres visiting papers in eight
provinces and one territory.
“My mission was to meet the
people covering local news in rural
Canada and experience, first-hand, the
different geographies and voices that
shape the stories we tell,” she says.
She is currently in Spain working
on the book, and in the meantime
landed a contract with J-Source to
write a series of 10 articles based on
her research.
Check out the article on the Valley
Voice at https://j-source.ca/article/
delivery-by-the-thousands-beneathglacier-clad-peaks/

The Valley Voice featured in article
about local news in rural Canada
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Many concerns raised at Kaslo sewer expansion meeting
by Jan McMurray
There were a lot of people with a lot
of questions and concerns at the Kaslo
sewer expansion meeting on February
20 in Kaslo Council Chambers.
Resident Rod Dunnett summed up
the general feeling of the meeting when
he said, “We’re putting the cart before
the horse. We don’t have a Liquid Waste
Management Plan yet, but we’re going
to start digging holes. The rush to spend
government money is driving this whole
thing. It’s not been well thought out.”
The meeting started out as an open
house, but changed format when the
people asked for a public question
and answer session. Nathan Lee and
Scott Wallace from TRUE Consulting,
contractor Sean Brenton, Dawn Attorp
and Stephanie Patience from Village
administration, and Mayor Suzan Hewat
and Councillors Molly Leathwood and
Henry Van Mill were on hand to answer
questions.
The Village is asking residents in
the expansion area to confirm by March
11 whether or not they want to connect
to the sewer system this year. Residents
can connect anytime in the future, but
probably at a higher cost than if they
connect now.
Connecting this year is still very
costly, though – estimated at about
$8,000 – and this was a huge concern at
the meeting.
There are five types of costs
involved.

First, remediation of your septic
tank will cost an estimated $2,500. A less
expensive alternative to this is to register
a ‘no build’ covenant on title.
Second, residents who agree by
March 11 to connect will receive
an invoice for $3,475, the one-time
‘wastewater treatment access fee.’ This
fee will be due December 31, like all
utility bills from the Village of Kaslo.
The $3,475 fee, which makes up for
the fact that residents who are currently
connected to the sewer system paid the
full cost of the treatment plant, will go
into the sewer reserve fund for capital
repair and replacement costs.
Third, residents will have to pay for a
building permit and the installation of the
sewer pipe from their home to the service
stub put in by the Village, at an estimated
cost of $2,000. For those who agree to
connect this year, a service stub will be
installed two metres into their property
beyond the property line at the laneway.
For those who don’t connect this year,
there will be a shortened service stub
in the lane. Herein lies the incentive to
connect this year: the distance between
the home and service stub will be shorter,
so it will be less costly for homeowners
to install the connecting pipe.
The fourth cost is the annual user
fee (estimated at $315-$385 this year),
which pays for the operating costs of
the service.
The fifth cost is the annual parcel tax
(estimated at $90-$115 this year), which

goes into the reserve fund for repair and
replacement.
People wanted to know if they could
have the service stub installed two metres
into their property this year, but not join
the sewer service. TRUE Consulting’s
Scott Wallace explained that this doesn’t
work under the current bylaw, which says
that if the property is capable of being
serviced (i.e. has a service pipe to the
property line), you have to pay user fees
and parcel taxes. He said those who want
the service stub but don’t connect would
still have to join the service area, pay the
$3,475 wastewater treatment access fee
plus the user fee and parcel tax this year.
Wallace explained that when and
if the Liquid Waste Management Plan
is approved, the Village will rewrite the
bylaw. Currently, user fees are based
on frontage and a ‘usage unit’ charge
which considers the potential flows and
sewage characteristics. Under the future
bylaw, user fees will be based on a flat fee
schedule similar to water user fees. There
will be a nominal flat fee for a home that
has stubbed in but not connected, and is
still using a functioning, compliant septic
system. Further, those who want to stub
in but not connect would not be required
to pay the $3,475 wastewater treatment
access fee under the new bylaw; this fee
would become payable at the time of
connection.
Another huge concern was the
wording of the current bylaw, which
allows the Village to order mandatory

by Jan McMurray
• Kaslo City Hall will receive an
Outstanding award in the Heritage
Conservation category from Heritage
BC. Mayor Hewat will attend the Awards
Ceremony in Nanaimo on May 10. Staff
will convey council’s appreciation to
former CAO Neil Smith, who nominated
the City Hall for the award.
• A possible contract with SPL and
paving in Kaslo in 2019 was discussed
at the January Committee of the Whole
meeting. The Village will negotiate with
SPL, with a pit run price to be set at $2.85
per cubic metre. Fourth Street is at the top
of the paving priority list.
• Applications for municipal grants
over $6,700 were received. The Village
has $4,500 to distribute. All were
approved, but the amounts were reduced
proportionally to stay within the $4,500
budget.
• Starting March 1, Committee of
the Whole meetings will be filmed and
uploaded like regular council meetings
if staff has the capacity.
• Trish Dehnel and Carmen Proctor
made a presentation about the RDCK
Regional Energy Efficiency Program
(REEP). The program will be launched
in April. There will be a public meeting
to launch REEP in Kaslo at the Legion
on May 6.
• Paul and Dona Grace-Campbell
expressed concerns about climate
change, and asked that the Village sign
an ‘open letter to Michelle Mungall
from local governments and community
organizations and businesses in NelsonCreston.’ The letter is in support of
the Nelson-West Kootenay Chapter
of Citizens’ Climate Lobby Canada’s
request for Minister Mungall to phase

out supports for the fossil fuel sector
and shift those financial supports to
community efforts to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and adapt to climate
change.
• A Kaslo & District Community
Forest Society report was received
from Steve Anderson, Village rep on
the KDCFS board. The 2019 budget
forecasts a small loss, as log prices have
dropped. Logging is planned for the
Cooper Face above Cooper Creek. Fuel
treatment work around the Village may
begin next year. A business plan will be
developed this year.
• Council received a letter from the
Kaslo Housing Society and decided
to invite them to a Committee of the
Whole meeting. The letter says that the
land the Village leases to the society
is “raw land surrounded by other
parcels of undeveloped land” and the
surrounding land will be impacted
by any development on the housing
society’s leased piece of property. For
example, bringing access and services
to the property will make development
of the surrounding properties cheaper,
and some of the society’s infrastructure
solutions could involve some of the
surrounding properties. The society is
planning a public meeting in May.
• Staff will respond to the Chamber
of Commerce’s request for informal
quarterly meetings with council,
explaining that council must have formal
meetings when discussing anything that
may lead to a decision. The Chamber will
be invited to a Committee of the Whole
meeting as a delegation, and the mayor,
CAO and one other member of council
will meet with Chamber reps in advance
of the COW meeting.

• A letter from Lorna Louise asking
for an update on streetlight upgrades in
Kaslo. She and Holley Rubinsky brought
the issues of streetlights trespassing into
homes and polluting the night sky to
council in 2015. She will be advised that
streetlight replacement is contingent on
budget constraints, grant funding, and
coordination with FortisBC.
• A Development Permit was
approved for 405 Front Street (Western
Financial Group). The building owners,
Galloway Ventures, will be changing the
exterior siding to Hardi Plank in April.
The colour scheme will stay the same.
• Staff was directed to develop a
rental policy for the Kemball Building.
• Lynn Gouldsborough, Ken Butt
and Councillor Kellie Knoll were
appointed to the Kaslo and Area Regional
Facilities, Recreation and Parks Service
Commission as representatives for the
Village of Kaslo.
• Staff was authorized to sign the
2019/20 agreement with Service Canada
to have an outreach office at the Kaslo
City Hall for $250 per year, plus $125
per visitation. Service Canada comes to
Kaslo four times a year – twice in May
and twice in September.

Kaslo council, February 12 and 19: Kaslo City Hall to receive Heritage BC Award
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sewer connections. Wallace said that this
clause appears in many communities’
bylaws to safeguard against health,
safety or environmental concerns.
People demanded that the new bylaw
specify these three concerns as the only
triggers for mandatory connections,
and wanted an immediate commitment
from Village council. Mayor Hewat told
the crowd that she could not make that
commitment right then and there because
council must make decisions together
at council meetings. She also pointed
out that the government has not yet
approved the Liquid Waste Management
Plan (LWMP) and may impose changes
that would need to be considered when
drafting the new bylaw.
Concerns were also raised about
the properties in the sewer area that
are exempted from property taxes and
about properties with multiple dwellings.
These concerns were eased when Anne
Malik, who sat on the LWMP committee,
said she “fought long and hard to address
the tax exemption problem” and these
properties now have to pay water and
sewer fees. Malik also explained that the
user fees are structured so that properties
with multiple dwellings will pay more.
Lee reported that Brenton is planning
to start laying the pipes in the ground on
March 18, starting at the campground
end of the lane and working up to the
Legion at a rate of about one block per

7

month. Brenton said residents won’t
be able to install their connecting pipes
probably until the fall, after the main pipe
has been installed and tested.
The Village of Kaslo has received a
federal gas tax grant of up to $910,000
to cover 100% of the cost of laying the
sewer main along the lane from the
Royal Canadian Legion to the Village
campground, which will service the 60
properties between A and B Avenues and
2nd and 5th Streets.
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valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Kaslo & New
Denver Community
Pharmacy

DID YOU KNOW...

You can bring us your expired and leftover medications, and
we will dispose of them safely for you. Keep them out of the
environment by putting them into our safe hands. Don’t forget to
clear out your medicine cabinet as part of your spring cleaning!
COMMITTED TO YOUR HEALTH & OUR COMMUNITY
Phone: 250-353-2224
403 Front Street, Kaslo
Phone: 250-358-2500
309 6th Avenue, New Denver

COMMUNITY
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Coming 5G rollout protested by international scientists
by Art Joyce
Increasing concerns are being
voiced around the world about
the impending rollout of 5G (fifth
generation) wireless – the technology
engineered to enable the ‘internet
of things’ and driverless cars. In an
international appeal, 230 scientists
from more than 40 countries have
expressed “serious concerns” about
the resulting increase of exposure to
electromagnetic radiation (EMF). As
of February 22, organizations from
107 countries and 27,810 individuals
have also signed the appeal.
The appeal, headed by Finnish
professor emeritus Rainer Nyberg
and Professor Lennart Hardell
of Sweden’s University Hospital
Department of Oncology at Örebro,
urges the European Union to “take
all reasonable measures to halt the
5G expansion until independent
scientists can assure that 5G and the
total radiation levels caused by RFEMF (5G together with 2G, 3G, 4G,
and Wi-Fi) will not be harmful for EU
citizens, especially infants, children
and pregnant women, as well as the
environment.” Dr. Hardell is one
of the world’s leading researchers
on the potential health impacts
of microwave frequency wireless
radiation.
A large body of science that

dates back to the 1970s and earlier
– much of it military research only
recently declassified – supports
the appeal. Most recently, a 2017
National Toxicology Program study
in the US reported “clear evidence”
of an association between cellphone
radiation and cancer in rats. At
scientific conferences in Israel and
Colorado in 2018, Dr. Anthony
Miller announced that the science
on wireless radiation has reached
a consensus of risk. Physicians
for Safe Technology announced in
2017 that, “it appears that we are at
the same point of emerging science
similar to early recognition of health
impacts associated with tobacco,
asbestos, coal dust and lead.” Studies
co-funded by the wireless industry
naturally tend to report the opposite
conclusion, just as was done in the
1990s with global climate change
studies or tobacco studies in the
1950s and ’60s.
What has scientists concerned
is that 5G uses an even higher
frequency in the microwave spectrum
known as a millimetre wave. A
recently released Russian study
that dates from the 1970s was only
declassified by the CIA in 2012
and details a long list of serious
health implications from exposure to
millimetre waves. Studies conducted

Thanks for the mammaries

Long, tall, raunchy Phil Milburn died on Valentine’s Day. To be honest, it was
deemed a blessing by many of his friends who, accustomed to his usual
unrelenting high spirits, witnessed his rapid and cruel decline during the last
eighteen months. In these hyper-sensitive times of sanctimonious political
correctness, it is particularly sad to lose someone who remained unrepentantly
unrestrained, to put it mildly, in word and deed. I know I laughed my way through
many good years working and bending the requisite elbow with him, as did
many others. The list is too long to name all those who came out to help and
support him through the final trying times but they know who they are and I
am confident Phil did, too. He was always as generous with his gratitude as
he was with his loud raw humour. But I can hear the lanky Limey bugger telling
me now to take my sentimental drivel and blow it out my pants; what’s done
is done, lad; now serve us up just one last one for the road and we’ll call it a
day. And what a day it was. Cheers, Phil.
			
Dom Tassel, Galena Farm

by Russian scientists “revealed that
millimetre waves caused changes
in the body manifested in structural
alterations in the skin and internal
organs, qualitative and quantitative
changes of the blood and bone marrow
composition…” It was known by
military scientists on both sides of the
Cold War that microwave frequencies
lead to a “change of the functions
of the nervous, cardiovascular and
other systems,” dubbed “microwave
sickness” at the time. Because of its
weak penetrating ability, millimetre
waves are absorbed primarily by the
skin, but this can create a kind of
secondary broadcasting of radiation
into the body. Even in the surface
layer of skin, the Russian report
noted demyelination of nerve fibres, a
pathology implicated in diseases such
as multiple sclerosis (MS), GuillainBarré syndrome and others.
Because millimetre waves are
easier to block than 4G systems, it
will require millions more antennas
– about one every 10-12 houses. In
order to create the so-called ‘smart’
home of the future, all new household

appliances will be equipped with
a radio chip to communicate with
the 5G network, resulting in an
estimated 10-20 billion connections
worldwide. If the thousands of
satellites proposed for the network
are also launched, this too will vastly
increase exposure. Already with
standard 4G networks, European
guidelines published in 2016 state
that “there is strong evidence that
long-term exposure to certain EMFs
is a risk factor for diseases such as
certain cancers, Alzheimer’s disease,
and male infertility… Common EHS
(electromagnetic hypersensitivity)
symptoms include headaches,
concentration difficulties, sleep
problems, depression, lack of energy,
fatigue, and flu-like symptoms.”
In 2011, the World Health
Organization (WHO) classified
EMFs of frequencies 30 kilohertz
to 300 gigahertz as “possibly
carcinogenic” to humans (Group
2B). However, the appeal concludes
that new data from the NTP study and
other epidemiological investigations
including the latest studies on mobile

phone use and brain cancer risks
“confirm that RF-EMF radiation is
carcinogenic to humans.” The appeal
identifies further health concerns,
including increases in harmful free
radicals, genetic damages, learning
and memory deficits, neurological
disorders, and more. “Damage goes
well beyond the human race, as
there is growing evidence of harmful
effects to both plant and animal life.”
Select cities in North America
are slated to be test sites for the
deployment of 5G, including
Vancouver, Sacramento, and
Indianapolis. AT&T began testing
millimetre wave transmissions in
2016 in Austin and Waco, Texas and
recently added Charlotte and Raleigh,
North Carolina, and Oklahoma City.
Sprint plans to launch its 5G network
this year and has listed New York,
Phoenix, Kansas City, Atlanta, Dallas,
Houston, Los Angeles, Chicago and
Washington as target markets.
For more information visit: http://
www.5gappeal.eu/scientists-anddoctors-warn-of-potential-serioushealth-effects-of-5g/

submitted
Ian Dunlop has been hired as the
new Chief Administrative Officer
(CAO) by the Village of Kaslo and
will start work April 8. Prior to this,
he was the CAO of the Town of Faro,
Yukon for three and a half years,
where he was responsible for all
aspects of the day-to-day operations
of the town.
Dunlop says he enjoys the variety
of work that being the CAO of a
small municipality entails and has
a broad experience and background
that enables him to step into and
out of the job’s different roles, such
as planning, project management,
operations, financial management,
safety, customer service, and
otherwise attending to the needs of
the community. He’s also a volunteer
firefighter.
A focus of Dunlop’s time in Faro
was addressing long-standing issues

of housing, economic development
and community well-being. Amidst
that backdrop, he brought forward
development incentive policies, a
new zoning bylaw and official plan
amendment to guide redevelopment
of the town’s housing stock. In
recognition of this work, Faro
received the Yukon Sustainable
Community Award in 2018.
Prior to moving into municipal
administration, Dunlop managed
his own business in digital mapping
and information systems for public
transit and other public and privatesector agencies for more than 20
years. The company grew to serve
dozens of clients across Canada
in areas such as urban mobility,
recreation, public works, tourism and
real estate development.
His academic credentials
include degrees in Local Economic
Development, Civil Engineering,

Urban and Regional Planning from
the University of Waterloo, and
professional certificates in public
transportation and asset management.
He says he enjoys playing hockey
and is looking forward to exploring
some of the many outdoor activities
the Kaslo area has to offer.

submitted
A man shot by police during
an altercation February 13 has died
in hospital, says the Independent
Investigations Office. As of the time
of writing, his name had not been
released.
Shortly before 2 am that morning
police officers from the Kootenay
Boundary Regional RCMP responded
to a report of males yelling and shots
being fired in the 3900-block of Reo
Road in Bonnington (South Slocan).

Police were given the description of
a vehicle that had been seen leaving a
residence on that block. The officers
located a stopped vehicle matching the
description; when they approached, a
female passenger exited the vehicle
and the male driver remained in the
car.
During the check of the vehicle
there was an altercation with the driver
that resulted in the officer shooting him.
The man sustained serious injuries.
The officers immediately provided

First Aid and he was taken to hospital
by Emergency Health Services. On
February 16, the IIO was notified
that the man had died in hospital. IIO
personnel have been in contact with
his family and the investigation into
the incident continues.
As a result of the ongoing
investigation, officers attended a
residence on Reo Road believed to be
connected to the initial ‘shots fired’
complaint.
Both scenes and any evidence were
secured by the regional detachment.
IIO BC will assume conduct of
the investigation into the shooting.
Regional General Investigative Section
(GIS) is conducting a concurrent
investigation into the initial ‘shots
fired’ complaint.
As the matter is now under
investigation by the IIO BC, no further
information will be released by police.
Anyone who witnessed this incident is
asked to contact the IIO BC at 1-855446-8477.

New Chief Administrative Officer for Kaslo

Man shot by police dies in hospital
Come enjoy some
refreshments and talk
about living, dying and
end of life planning!
At the Knox Hall March 23rd
from 2 to 4 pm
A free event but please preregister (20 spaces available)
Email:
admin@newdenverhospice.ca
or call 250-358-7828
Sponsored by BC Centre for Palliative Care,
Wide Spot and the New Denver Hospice Society

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary

Call Mayumi for Details: 250-265-0002

Ian Dunlop has been hired as the new Chief
Administrative Officer (CAO) by the Village of Kaslo.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Survey shows opposition to Saddle Mountain Trail logging plans
by Jan McMurray
The results are in from the
survey about Interfor’s proposed
logging operations on and around
the Saddle Mountain Lookout Trail.
The majority of the 222 people who
took the survey indicated that they
are opposed to the logging plans.
Of the 222 respondents, 94.41%
are from Nakusp and other West
Kootenay/ Columbia communities,
83.11% have used Saddle Mountain
Trail, and 69.68% oppose or strongly
oppose Interfor’s proposed plan
while 22.63% agree or strongly agree
with the plan.

The Saddle Mountain Trail
Group, an informal group of four
Nakusp area residents, conducted
the survey from December 28 until
January 25 to assess community
response to Interfor’s proposed
logging plan. They provided the
survey results to Interfor and to
Recreation Sites and Trails BC
before distributing the results to the
public via social media and email.
Survey results are available by
emailing SaddleMountainTrail@
outlook.com.
The group said it would be nice
to hear a response from Interfor to the

community, and it would not need to
be to themselves. They’ve confirmed
that there’s no legal avenue for these
survey results to be considered by
government in the approval process
for this logging proposal, but still
believe there is great value in the
results for the community, Interfor
and the government to know how
the community feels.
The survey was available online
via Survey Monkey. Word went
out about the survey in the Valley
Voice, on social media, and by email.
The group made efforts to ensure
members of the logging industry

by Jan McMurray
The Fauquier Communication
Centre Society’s wireless internet
system shut down last fall, shortly
after the non-competition agreement
with Telus expired.
“We were no longer in a position
to be able to continue our service
because our patrons were able to
switch over to the Telus Smart Hub.
Our costs remained the same, but
our customer base went down, so
we closed as of November 30,” said
Alan Brown, president of the Fauquier
Communication Centre Society.
Brown says some Fauquier
residents switched to the Hub, others
to Xplornet’s satellite service, and
those within light of sight were able
to get service from Edgewood’s
community wireless system.
The society’s technical support
contractor out of Salmon Arm
liquidated the society’s equipment,
such as servers and battery packs.
Although the company had found
a buyer for the tower, the Fauquier
Community Club ended up buying
it with funding from RDCK Area K.
The original plan was for the
Fauquier Community Club to rent the
tower to the Edgewood Community
Internet Society, which would
broadcast their signal to more people
in Fauquier than they can with their
existing tower, Brown explained.
However, as soon as the Fauquier

Community Club purchased the
tower, Edgewood pulled out of the
deal.
“It was unfortunate, but there are
other ideas for the tower,” Brown said.
The community has discussed
using the tower to broadcast radio
stations, and the possibility of other
internet services that could use the
tower.
The Fauquier service existed for
15 years, Brown said, and relied on
volunteers. Customers purchased
the radio that received transmission
from the tower and paid a very low
monthly fee for the service because so
much was done by volunteers – radio
installations, follow-up maintenance,
accounting, billing, etc.
“These little internet societies
were only supposed to be around for
a few years, until the big providers
could get the infrastructure in place
to provide high speed internet. Noncompetition agreements were put into
place so the small providers could
function while the big guys got their

infrastructure in,” Brown explained.
Red Mountain Internet Society,
which provided wireless service to
Silverton and other North Slocan
Valley communities, shut down
in September last year. Columbia
Wireless, a private company out
of Nelson, took over the society’s
equipment and customers.
The BC government launched a
grant funding program in 2005 to help
community organizations bring highspeed internet into their communities.
The program prompted the formation
of internet societies in Edgewood,
Fauquier, Burton, Silverton, and Trout
Lake. The Kaslo infoNet Society,
already in existence, benefited from
the government funding program,
as well.

Fauquier community wireless internet service shuts down

MEET BEAUTIFUL LICORICE!

Licorice is a perfect little 4-year old
spayed female. She is completely black
with bright curious eyes! Licorice is
very well socialized, really friendly and
she’s been “well loved” in her previous home.
Call PALS today at 250-265-3792 if you have
the purrfect forever home for this little beauty!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

received the link to the survey.
“We understand that to gather the
views of the entire community, every
effort should be made to listen to the
full cross-section of the community
and not just those who may have
similar views to our own. In keeping
with our mission statement of
public education and community
engagement and presenting a neutral
perspective on the proposed logging
plans, we attempted to present the
relevant information in as unbiased
and objective manner possible,”
states the introduction to the survey
results.
Information about the logging
proposal included in the introduction
to the survey itself says Interfor
plans to clearcut 22 hectares along
approximately 800 metres of the
trail. The cutblock begins about
300 metres from the trailhead, and
includes much of the 150-year-

old stand of mature interior cedar
hemlock forest that the first section
of the trail meanders through. About
four hectares of blowdown are
included in the proposed block. A 2030 metre buffer is proposed for both
sides of the trail. Two roads would
be built, and one would cross the
trail at least three times. These roads
would be rehabilitated afterwards.
Interfor proposes to expand a second
trailhead currently located about
one kilometre up the trail from the
original trailhead. This would allow
trail users to bypass the harvested
area. The expansion would include
a parking area, kiosk, and pit toilet.
Members of the Saddle Mountain
Trail Group are Wulf Mense, Darryl
Thomas, Ashley Pendree and Zoe
Thomas and they wish to emphasize
that this survey was conducted
distinct and separate from any local
trails societies.

The family of

Gae Juanita Sinclair,

of Nakusp BC, wishes to announce
her passing in Trail, BC
on February 4, 2019. There will be
no service at this time.
Valley Funeral Home in care of
cremation arrangements.

Wilfred Jack Maze, our loving father,
passed away December 28, 2018, gently
and in his sleep. We, his daughters Nina
Call 358-7218 for details
(Trudeau), Mary Lou (Darrell Deugau) and
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
Terry (Alan Llewellyn) will miss him greatly,
as will his sister Carol (Clyde Ortner), his
nieces, nephews, grandchildren and great
grandchildren. Our father treasured his
friends and we are grateful to all those who
gave him comfort and support. We want to
thank the physicians, nurses, home support
workers and volunteers, who attended to him
during his final days.
He
was
predeceased
by
our
beautiful
mother Ella May (Johnson). He took
NACFOR			HILLTOP CONVENIENCE
comfort in the belief that one day they would be together again. We believe he
ACE KASLO BUILDING SUPPLIES
COLUMBIA POWER
is now in the loving company of his mother Ruth (Stenson) his father Raymond,
INTERFOR		 FIGMENTS
his brother Bob and sister Lillian (Bill Green), as well as many friends and inSAVE ON FOODS		
WILLOW
laws, who have passed before.
TRUE NORTH		
KASLO HUSKY
Dad was born in Trail in 1929. He left school early to work as a fireman and
WATERBRIDGE		
KASLO AUTOMOTIVE
CIBC			KASLO ESSO
signalman on the railroad, then at the ‘Smelter’, as a ‘Rigger Boss’.
KSCU KASLO		
KASLO ADVENTURE
He was a gifted singer, performing on CBC radio where he was offered his
BOX LAKE LUMBER
PENNYWISE
own program. He declined because he didn’t want to be away from his new
CORNUCOPIA		
KASLO HOME HARDWARE
family. He performed repeatedly on the March of Dimes Telethons and even
SHAGGYZ		
COLUMBIA BASIN TRUST
cut three records.
ANDERSON’S AUTOMOTIVE		
KASLO HOTEL		
In 1967, we moved to Nakusp. Mom and Dad bought“Wilf’s Red and White.”
SPIRITWOOD 		
JENNIFER’S CHOCOLATES		
There he became known as the “singing butcher” entertaining shoppers with
MEL RODES		
IDA KASLO COMMUNITY PHARMACY
a song. Dad was active with Rotary and remained a faithful member of the
HOME HARDWARE
CUT RITE DELI
Masonic Lodge.
HUB INSURANCE		
ROYAL LEPAGE
When the store closed he became a travelling meat salesman, making new
H&R BLOCK		
BEAUTIFUL IMAGES NATURALLY BY PATTIE
friends
and winning awards for his sales ability.
GENERAL STORE ESSO DOG SENSE BOUTIQUE			
Two of his greatest passions were camping and fishing. He and Mom did a lot
MARVINS		SELKIRK REALTY				
of it, travelling all over Canada and especially up into Northern BC and the Yukon.
TIRE KRAFT		
BON MARCHE/DOLLAR STORE
After Mom’s passing he continued to camp and fish. As the years took their
KIMS KUSTOMS		
ARKAY ELECTRONICS
toll, he fished less but still camped and was always hoping for one more venture
HEWATS REPAIRS		
SPECTRUM HOME & FAMILY CARE
into the wilderness.
VILLAGE OF NAKUSP
KBR CAMPGROUND
His sense of humour never failed. He loved to make people laugh. Like his
LISA BATEMAN		
BETTY’Z EDJE
father before him, he was known for always having a joke.
NAPA 			
CRESCENT BAY CONSTRUCTION
Dad wanted a service at a later date, when travel was safe and we could
ARROW LAKES THEATER HALCYON HOTSPRINGS
all do some camping together.
TOUCH OF FASHION
CMH
There will be a Celebration of Life, Saturday, June 22, 11 am at the Nakusp
NAKUSP HOTSPRINGS SHON’S BIKE SHOP			
NAKUSP GLASS		
TREASURE TROVE
Legion with a luncheon to follow. Family and friends will be spending the weekend
at Nakusp Hot Springs, feel free to join us around the campfire or in the pools
IF WE HAVE FORGOTTEN ANYONE WE ARE EXTREMELY
for fellowship, stories & songs.
SORRY AND VERY THANKFUL FOR YOUR HELP

The Nakusp Midget Falcons would
like to Thank the following for their
generous donations to support our
home tournament.
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Slocan council, February 12: Need for new water system questioned
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Mayor Jessica Lunn and
Councillor Madeleine Perriere
were absent. Acting Mayor Joel
Pelletier and Councillors Burly
Van Bynen and Ezra Bullock
attended the 40-minute council
meeting.
• Council will hold a
special meeting on February
25. Information from a phone
call the CAO and mayor had
with Shams (Sam) Ahad of
Renewgen Systems, Inc. will be
presented at that meeting. In July
2018 Ahad proposed that the
Village become an independent
energy utility.
• During public
participation, West Slocan Road
resident Dave Frederickson,
who was on council when plans
were made for the Gwillim
Creek water system, said he
was “bewildered” with council’s
plan to spend $4.4 million to
change the water source and
build a new water system.
The Village had “just spent $2
million in the last decade” to
build the Gwillim Creek water
system, he said. “Get the one
going that you’ve already got.”
Acting Mayor Pelletier
replied, “I know it’s crazyexpensive” but said a new
system is needed because the
current water system is “a timebomb.” He said Public Works
Supervisor Tim Hill was having
to regularly respond to alarms in
the middle of the night.
CAO Gordon said costs of
repair are increasing because
the system is out of date and
“when one part goes you have
to replace five others.” She
added that, having received only
the first report on the situation,
the Village is “in a very, very
preliminary stage” on planning
what to do.
Frederickson said that from

the early 1980s when the Village
began saving for that “Cadillac
system” the project “put us in
the frigging dark ages… no
money for the campground,
waterfront, or the fire hall.” He
said more information had to
be made available to the public
about what had happened to the
system. He wanted a breakdown
of costs.
• The Village will write
a letter supporting WE
Graham Community Service
Society’s grant application
to the CBT Community
Technology Program. If
CBT funds the project, the
Village will contribute $2,500
from the RDCK Community
Development Fund. The
WEGCSS project will purchase
a 3D printer, laser cutter, robotics
and coding equipment, software
and computer programs; and
offer community tech literacy
programs for all ages and all
skill levels. Programs and
services will be free or for a
nominal fee to cover the cost
of supplies.
• The Village will award the
2019 BC Seniors Games a $400
sponsorship from the RDCK
Discretionary Fund. (This will
leave a balance of $653 in the
fund. In August the Village will
receive its annual $9,000 for the
Discretionary Fund.) The games
will be held in Kelowna from
September 10-14.
• Council appointed Kady
Hunter, Justin Kupefer, Joey
Friesen, and Ron LeBlanc to
the Slocan Affordable Housing
Advisory Commission. Tim
Reilly will be chair and Joel
Pelletier, co-chair. Three
SAHAC members, Tyson
Cormack, Nikki G, and Kevin
Millership, were removed from
the commission. Cormack and
G resigned; Millarship was

removed because he had not
attended meetings.
The SAHAC would like
to apply for a grant to fund a
“pre-development proposal”
to build affordable housing in
Slocan. Kady Hunter, Interior
Health health promotions
facilitator, and Myriam Bishop
will assist with writing the
grant application. Councillor
Pelletier said the smallest project
the Canadian Mortgage and
Housing Corporation will fund
must contain at least five units.
This would require five Village
lots. The SMHC is assessing
lots the Village owns to see what
might be available. The SMHC
is also looking into whether this
project would support skills

development and be eligible for
a JCP grant.
• Council directed Village
staff to forward core planning
documents to the Slocan
Climate Action Committee.
The SCAC supports Slocan’s
commitment to becoming
a renewable community.
Documents will include info
on wildfire mitigation, SCEEP,
asset management, water
source study, and Sam Ahad’s
presentation on becoming an
energy utility. Council agreed
to put info on the SCAC in the
Village newsletter. The group
is looking for more members.
Meetings are held in Village
council chambers at 6 pm on
the last Monday of each month.

• The Village will contact
Recycle My Cell to offer the
Village Office as a drop-off
location for all used, unwanted
or discarded cell phones,
smartphones, wireless aircards,
rechargeable cell phone
batteries, pagers, headsets,
wireless PDAs and chargers.
This is a free service in BC.
• Councillor Van Bynen
agreed to attend the BC
Municipal Climate Leadership
Workshop following the
AKBLG Elected Officials
Seminar in Kimberley.
• A request from the Village
of New Denver for a Slocan
council rep to sit on their Health
Advisory Commission was
tabled.

• Councillor Buller said the
Fitness Committee is working
on a better sign-in procedure
for its new members, creating a
new logo, and applying for more
grants. The centre has purchased
a crunch machine and would
like a new rowing machine.
• Acting Mayor Pelletier
called attention to the email from
Wilf and Arlen Warner thanking
council for cell service. They
said their company (Columbia
Driving Solutions) phone
expenses would be reduced
by $1,500 yearly because they
could now communicate by text.
• Council received but did
not comment on a letter from Kai
Cabodyna about regenerative
forestry reform.

by Jan McMurray
• Trish Dehnel and Carmen
Proctor attended to present
information about the RDCK’s
Regional Energy Efficiency
Program (REEP). “The objective
of the program is to help people
save energy and money,” said
Proctor. Once the program
launches in April, residents can
have an energy specialist evaluate
their home’s energy efficiency at
a subsidized rate. This service
by an energy specialist usually
costs $450, but is expected to
be offered for less than $200
through REEP. The program
will provide information about
rebates to help people make their
homes more energy efficient, and
about BC Hydro and FortisBC
programs for low income
customers. Building contractors
will also be able to work with
energy advisors through REEP
to meet BC’s Step Code, which
paves the way to net zero energy
emissions in buildings by 2032.
The program will be launched in
late April at an event in Silverton;
watch for more info.
• The water rates bylaw was
given three readings. CAO Elliott
explained that rates increased
by $22 this year. This increase
is laid out in a 2018-22 plan,
which raises rates by $22 per
year for each of the five years
of the plan. The increases will
ensure there is a reserve fund for
the water system.
• The garbage rates bylaw
was given three readings.
Garbage rates are increasing by
$8, as per the 2018-22 plan.
• CAO Elliott reported
that BC Assessment Authority
came to Silverton this year
and discovered that some
property assessments needed
to be updated. For example,
some properties that have been
assessed as vacant lots now have
homes on them. Those properties
will now be subject to utility bills,
as well. Elliott said information
will be provided to these property
owners with their bills.
• Council agreed to provide

a letter of support for the Climate
Adaptation Partner Grant project,
and to contribute $5,000 cash
plus staff time worth $12,500.
The project lead is Selkirk
College’s Rural Development
Institute. The project will look
at several communities in the
East and West Kootenays and
Boundary, including Silverton.
The objective is to determine
strategies to adapt to climate
change.
• The Village will provide
$1,000 to the Slocan District
Chamber of Commerce Health
Committee for its 2019 physician
recruitment efforts. The Villages
of New Denver and Slocan and
RDCK Area H have all been
asked for $1,000 as well.
• Council agreed to a letter
of support from the Village for a
defibrillator at Silverton Building
Supplies. The Slocan Solutions
Society will apply for a CBT
Community Initiatives grant for
the defibrillator.
• The Village provided a
letter of support in principle
for the Rosebery Parklands and
Trails Commission’s application
for funding for the Galena Trail
Restoration project. The project
would see restoration to the
wooden boardwalk and cable car
crossing. The grant application
will be submitted to the Investing
in Canada Infrastructure
Program – Community, Culture
and Recreation stream.
• CAO Hillary Elliott
reported that she will be
presenting in a webinar about
Silverton’s asset management
planning. Councillor Main
commented that Silverton is
being recognized as a small
community that has undertaken
successful asset management
projects. Mayor Clarke added,
“It’s a feather in our cap.” Elliott
said the Village was able to
do the water and road projects
because of the asset management
planning.
• Councillor Main gave an
update on the recycling program
under Recycle BC. It has been

determined that the core depot
will be in New Denver, with
a satellite depot in Silverton.
“Details are still being worked
out,” she said. She also reported
that RDCK General Manager of
Environmental Services Uli Wolf
has been discussing curbside
recycling with a third party
provider and Recycle BC, so
there is a possibility for curbside
pickup in New Denver and
Silverton in the future.
• Councillor Leah Main
was appointed to the Village of
New Denver Health Advisory
Committee. The committee was
recently established “to allow
for in-depth consideration of
health care issues facing our
community.” The committee
will include representatives from
the Villages of New Denver,
Silverton and Slocan, Area H,
and the Chamber of Commerce
Health Committee.
• Two written complaints
about the placement of the
compost bin by the creekside
campground were discussed.
Councillor Tanya Gordon said

she agreed that the recycling
depot would be a better location
for the composter. Council
agreed to discuss this further
at the Committee of the Whole
meeting ahead of the tourist
season.
• CAO Hillary Elliott
reported that she participated
in a teleconference about a
Kootenay-wide business licence.
The Province is coordinating
the initiative. This would allow
businesses such as tradespeople
to purchase one business licence
and work in all Kootenay
communities. This would not
apply to food vendors and
cannabis-related businesses.
She will bring more information
to council at a future meeting.
• Council directed staff to
look into becoming a member
of the West Kootenay Boundary
Community Investment Co-op.
Councillor Main explained that
the co-op is “an endeavour to
keep business investment within
the region.” She said the co-op
is looking for participation from
local governments.

submitted
The Valhalla Wilderness
Society (VWS) is pleased to
announce that Slocan Park
resident Kim Frederiksen is
the new Area H Bear Smart
Coordinator. Kim replaces
Evelyn Kirkaldy. Evelyn
contributed a decade of
excellent work and has now
moved to the coast.
Kim worked for 10
years as an interpreter for
Parks Canada in Glacier
National Park. She is very
much looking forward to
coordinating with all of
you on rural bear issues in
the valley.
The VWS will continue
to share 50% of the cost for
protective electric fencing
equipment in both rural
areas and villages. The
VWS also provides partial

funding for Gillian Sander’s
grizzly fencing project,
which also includes black
bears. As well, the society
is hoping to sponsor a oneday ‘Living with Bears’
and ‘Safer Travel in Bear
Country’ course in June.
The Valhalla Wilderness
Society appreciates the
continued Bear Smart
funding support from RDCK
Area H. Other benefactors
the society would like
to thank are the Winton
Bear Foundation (based
in England), the Getty
Foundation, and private
individuals.
Contact information for
Kim and other pertinent
VWS members will be
made available in the spring
before the bears come out of
their dens.

Silverton council, February 12: Regional Energy Efficiency Program presentation

Kim Frederiksen is the New Slocan
Valley Area H Bear Smart Coordinator
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Helping Slocan Valley seniors stay fit
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Did you know the Slocan Valley
Seniors Housing Society offers free
or low-cost programs for seniors 50
and up?
The SVSHS built and operates
both Passmore Lodge and Slocan
City Suites. Isn’t that enough work
for one volunteer non-profit society?
Why take on all this extra outreach to
the community?
The SVSHS wants to provide
support so that residents can live in
the Slocan Valley as long as possible.
Helping seniors be independent,
active, and engaged members of
the community is essential to that
mission. Most seniors prefer to live in
their own homes as long as possible,
explains Rita Moir, president of
the SVSHS. Strength, flexibility
and a sense of belonging and selfempowerment are key factors in
remaining independent no matter
where you live.
Nora Lilligren, outreach program
coordinator and Passmore Lodge
administrator, plans the offerings
each year based on what participants
request. She says, “Instructors are not
always readily available” so that is a
limiting factor. The outreach program
has varied over the years, with the first
classes organized by Slocan Valley
Recreation in Slocan Park about 1415 years ago. This year’s programs
range from yoga and Feldenkrais
Awareness through Movement
classes, to exercise classes, and a
Nelson Library outreach. An art
therapy course is a possibility for the
near future.
Currently all programs are held
at Passmore Lodge. The SVSHS
hopes to begin offering Feldenkrais
Awareness through Movement
classes in Slocan this fall and winter.
Drop-in Chair Yoga (10-11 am,

Wednesdays), Restorative Yoga
(11 am-noon, Wednesdays), and
Feldenkrais Awareness through
Movement (11 am-12:30 pm,
Thursdays) classes are led by Tyson
Bartel. “Because I’m so in love with
Awareness through Movement,” says
Tyson, all of his yoga classes include
these exercises. Chair Yoga exercises
are done in a chair and this class is
popular with people who are too stiff
to get down on the floor. Restorative
Yoga includes Awareness through
Movement in gentle yoga poses.
Tyson came to yoga and
Feldenkrais the hard way—through
injuries and chronic pain early in life.
He says he struggled with depression.
When he went to India in his early
20s, he says he had an epiphany,
realizing “the ultimate temple in life
is your own body… Yoga was the
beginning of a long-term solution.”
While on his travels and on his
return to Kamloops, Tyson learned
Feldenkrais Awareness through
Movement exercises. After 45
minutes of these exercises, Tyson’s
back relaxed and for the first time
in many years he felt comfortable
in his body.
Feldenkrais teaches that trauma
damages the brain so that the nervous
system no longer self-regulates.
Tyson says, “At the heart of our wellbeing is self-regulation.” The gentle
exercises of Awareness through
Movement classes retrain the brain
and nervous system. Tyson took a
four-year course and for 20 years
has taught Feldenkrais Awareness
through Movement.
Rita, a long-time participant of
Tyson’s classes, says, “It’s neat to
see… People talk about how their
own health is improving.” She says
people who’ve had hip or knee
surgery find help recovering mobility.

Drop-in Chair Yoga (10-11 am, Wednesdays), Restorative Yoga (11 am-noon,
Wednesdays), and Feldenkrais Awareness through Movement (11 am-12:30 pm,
Thursdays) classes are led by Tyson Bartel at the Passmore Lodge.

If you tell Tyson what you struggle
to do, he is “able to adapt a lesson to
your particular needs.”
The fitness equipment at the
Lodge is available on Tuesdays and
Thursdays (9:45-10:45). A treadmill,
recumbent exercise bike, weights,
and other equipment are available. At
times in the past the SVSHS was able
to hire an instructor but right now the
fitness program is more freeform. A
very friendly group meets at this time
and one member leads the others in
stretches and exercises. Sometimes
the group does in-line dancing.
Seniors can choose to join the group
or exercise on their own.
Art therapy has been offered in
the past and Lilligren is working on
plans to offer it again. Creating art can
be a way to uncover deeper aspects of
the self – buried memories, feelings,
and your own true inclinations. An
art therapist guides participants in
this personal journey.
In addition, the Nelson Library
offers a drop-in service at the Lodge
from 2 to 4 pm on the last Wednesday
of the month. (Times, days, and
location may change in April.) People
may join the library, check out books,
magazines, and movies or order
items for delivery the next month.
RDCK Area H residents south of
Lemon Creek can sign up for a free
membership. Area H residents who
live north of Lemon Creek (areas
that do not pay library taxes) must
buy a Nelson Library membership.
Individual membership (maximum 5
items checked out at a time and full
access to online resources) is $45 for
a year, $23 for 6 months, or $12 for
3 months. Household membership
allows each family member to have
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their own card with 60 items checked
out at a time and full access to online
resources. Household membership is
$90 a year, $45 for 6 months or $23
for 3 months.
How can these wonderful courses
be free? Nora says, “We are very
pleased and grateful to be recipients
of the CBT Community Initiatives
Program grants over many years.
At present, we are entirely funded
through the Dot-Day process that
takes place at Winlaw Hall each year
for distributing the CBT funding.”
Classes begin after Thanksgiving and
end when funding runs out, usually
in March or April. Classes are free

to seniors but if, when the funding
period is over, participants don’t want
to stop, classes can continue, usually
to the end of April, if participants
make a donation to the instructor.
Over the years and depending
on the program, participants have
ranged in age from 50 to the mid80s. “There are usually more women
than men participating,” says Nora.
This “reflects the gender ratios of
the senior population.” Rita points
out though that the numbers of men
are increasing. Weather and other
community events affect attendance.
Classes size has varied from a low of
5 to over 20 participants.

PHOTO CREDIT: FOREVER NATURAL PHOTOGRAPHY
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Dr. Cori Lausen on bat conservation
submitted
Dr. Cori Lausen will speak about
bat conservation at the Langham on
Sunday, March 10 at 3 pm.
As the primary consumers
of night-time insects, including
forest and agricultural pests, bats
play an important role in keeping

Snow sculpture artist Alexander Avelino created this wonderful sculpture at the
Winter in the Forest Festival, with the assistance of Paul van Deursen, Chris
Petersen and Sergio Santos.

ecosystems healthy. However, bats
face increasing threats, most urgently
from white-nose syndrome (WNS),
an invasive and deadly fungal disease
killing up to 99% of bats in some
areas.
Now in the west, WNS is poised
to affect bats in BC in the near
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future. Join Dr. Cori Lausen for
an introduction to the world of
bats, an overview of what Wildlife
Conservation Society Canada and
partners are doing to save bats, and
what you might do to help. Admission
by donation. All welcome. www.
thelangham.ca

Don’t miss Dr. Cori Lausen at the Langham on March 10 for her presentation about bat conservation.

Elizabeth Shepherd live at the Langham

The Langham hosts velvetyvoiced pianist and composer Elizabeth
Shepherd on Friday, March 8 at 7 pm.
Shepherd has established herself
as one of the most alluring and
imaginative artists on the scene today.
The Montreal-based “jazz virtuoso

blessed with a pop sensibility” is a
four-time JUNO nominee and the
only jazz vocalist to ever have been
nominated (twice) for the Polaris
Prize.
She has released five widely
acclaimed records, sold out legendary

clubs from Tokyo to Detroit, and
played major festivals. She brings
her quintet featuring guitarist Michael
Occhipinti to the Langham stage.
Tickets $15 at Sunnyside and
Willow, Kaslo. $18 @ the door 6:30
pm. www.thelangham.ca

Vocalist, pianist and composer Elizabeth Shepherd plays the Langham March 8.

Fire department receives $16,000 from calendar sales
submitted
The Edgewood Volunteer Fire
Department held its second annual
Valentine’s Gala on February 16.
Approximately 140 people attended
the dinner and dance. A special
treat this year was an hour-long
performance by professional
magician Leif David. His show was
outstanding – very professional and
truly magical!
As part of the evening,
representatives Debra Pion (Miss
September) and Lynda McNutt (Miss
October) from the Burning Desires
calendar project presented Fire
Chief Bill Dummett with a cheque
for $16,000.
The Burning Desires is a group
of senior women who took it upon
themselves to fundraise for the
Edgewood Fire Hall so the fire

department could complete their
water and septic hook-up. The
calendar was very well received
and has been sold as far away as

Australia.
The evening was a huge success
and plans are already in the works
for next year’s gala.

Edgewood Fire Chief Bill Dummett was presented with a cheque for $16,000 by Debra Pion
and Lynda McNutt of the Burning Desires.
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Langham Galleries welcomes 2019 season
exhibitions. Ceramic artist Kalika
Bowlby’s Hold Water reflects on
the uncertainties of one of our most
basic necessities – water – and how

it connects us all.
And guest curator Elizabeth
Scarlett presents a selection of
historical photos from the Kootenay

Lake Archives. Kaslo’s Architectural
Heritage explores the influences on
the original layout of the village,
and how this now affects the

PHOTO CREDIT: KALIKA BOWLBY

submitted
Kicking off the 2019 season on
Saturday March 2, the Langham
Galleries present two great new
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refurbishment of the downtown
area and its Victorian style homes.
These exhibitions run from
March 2 – May 12. All are invited
to the free afternoon opening, with
artist talks and snacks, on Saturday
March 2 from 2 – 4 pm.

Philip Shields Milburn
June 16, 1948 - Feb 14, 2019
It is with heavy hearts that we
say farewell to our dear friend.
He will be missed by many and
never forgotten.

PHOTO CREDIT: MILLIE PAWLEY

Ceramic artist Kalika Bowlby’s Hold Water reflects on the uncertainties of one of our most basic necessities – water – and how it connects us all.

The Arrow Lakes Health Care Auxiliary had its AGM February 11 and elected this new executive: Shannon Olsen (corresponding secretary),
Georgia O’Brien (president), Dale James (first vice president), Laura Beingessner (treasurer), Kathy Froese, (recording secretary), Kathleen
Graham (Thrift Store manager). The Auxiliary wishes to thank members of the communities of Nakusp and area for their support. This has
allowed the Auxiliary, through the Thrift Store, to make generous contributions for health-related expenses to eligible organizations.

A celebration of life will be
held on May 11, at the Silverton
Gallery.

COMMUNITY
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RDCK board, February 21: Steps taken towards Regional Housing Needs Assessment
by Jan McMurray
• The RDCK is planning to
have a Regional Housing Needs
Assessment done, and will apply for
a $30,000 grant from the Real Estate
Foundation towards the project.
Funding will also be pursued from
the Union of BC Municipalities.

The needs assessment is the first
phase in developing a Regional
Housing Action Plan. It will also
soon be a requirement under the
Local Government Act for local
governments to develop housing
needs reports every five years.
• The RDCK received many

letters urging the RDCK to protect
the Cottonwood Lake area from
logging, and in support of the
purchase of the property.
• The RDCK will apply for
a $20,000 grant to complete a
Community Heritage Register for
Electoral Areas A, D, E, G and

Jessica Ogden, Mick Grabowsky and others of the Kootenay Water is Life collective were back on the protest line at Greyhorse Ridge near
Meadow Creek on February 25.

H. The register is an official list
of historic places that have been
identified by the local government as
having heritage value, and is a tool
for communities to integrate heritage
conservation into land use planning.
The grant application will be made to
the Columbia Basin Trust’s Heritage,
Museums and Archive program.
• To cover additional costs under
the Recycle BC depot program, the
recycling budget will be $68,120
for the West Resource Recovery
subregion and $72,000 for the Central
Resource Recovery subregion this
year. The additional costs will be
incurred in staffing and commercial
recycling service fees.
• A contract will be prepared
with Alpine Disposal and Recycling
Ltd. to continue operating and
maintaining the Ootischenia Landfill
for two more years, with an increase
to the price schedule by $24,000
per year.
• BC Hydro will contribute up
to $5,000 to the RDCK’s Regional
Energy Efficiency Program (REEP).
• Rather than purchase an
additional Structural Protection Unit
(SPU) as previously planned, the
board decided to purchase six new
pumps and three new bladders for
three of the RDCK’s existing SPUs
at a cost not exceeding $60,000. This
additional equipment is required by
the Office of the Fire Commissioner.
SPUs are mobile units that can
be quickly and easily deployed to
protect homes and other structures
from wildfire.
• The board passed four
resolutions that will be forwarded
for consideration by the Association
of Kootenay Boundary Local
Governments (AKBLG) at the
annual conference in April (this
year in Castlegar). One of the
resolutions calls for enforceable
and monitored regulations for Old
Growth Management Areas and the
protection of watersheds. Another
asks that the utilization of local
first responders be improved under
the new system for dispatching
ambulances. The third asks that,
to alleviate the housing shortage,
properties under foreclosure due to
non-payment of taxes be offered
for sale or rent rather than being left
derelict. The final resolution calls
on the AKBLG to make a written
submission opposing Nelson Hydro’s
plan to implement a disparity in rates
between rural and urban customers.

Area D North Kootenay
Lake

• The Kaslo and Area D Economic
Development Commission will
provide $6,704 to the Kaslo Housing
Society this year, and $500 to the
Chamber of Commerce to support
the Choose Local promotion
video project. Robert Gazzard was
appointed to the Commission until
December 31, 2020.

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

• Three people were appointed
to the Advisory Planning Committee
for Area D: Tara Clap, Richard
Brenton, and Ken Hart. Outgoing
member Robert Sinclair will be
thanked for his service.
• The Watershed Governance
Initiative scoping study will include
the Argenta watershed, along with
Harrop, Ymir, Deer Creek, Arrow
Creek, and Bourne, Sitkum and
Duhamel community watersheds.
• A Community Development
grant was approved for the Lardeau
Valley Opportunity LINKS Society
($4,000).

Area H Slocan Valley

• Staff was directed to prepare
a report on the resource, staff, and
cost implications of developing a
Heritage Conservation Plan for the
historic townsite of Sandon.
• Randi Fjeldseth was appointed
to the Nelson Library Board as the
Area H representative.
• Discretionary grants were
provided to the RDCK Development
Services Department (civic addresses)
$1,000; Slocan Solutions Society
$1,000 and Zone 6 55+ Games $600.
• Community Development
grants were approved for the Central
Kootenay Food Policy Council
$1,500; Kootenay Organic Growers
Society $637.90; Perry Ridge Water
Users Association $1,325; Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society $800;
Slocan Valley Community Legacy
Society $1,500; Valley View Golf
Club $7,300.
• New Denver provided the
Okanagan Nation Alliance with a
$625 Community Development
Grant for its ‘Fish in Schools’ project.

Area K Arrow Lakes

• The Edgewood Water System
Upgrade project will be re-tendered as
a ‘Negotiated Request for Proposal.’
When the project was tendered last
summer, all bids came in too high
(over $2 million), so the tender was
cancelled. Staff spoke to several
local contractors and suppliers, and
contractors who submitted bids,
and came up with some alternative
products and construction methods
that would significantly lower the
project cost. The ‘Negotiated Request
for Proposal’ allows discussion with
contractors after they have submitted
their bids, which in turn allows
for ‘local solutions’ that may offer
the best value for the RDCK. The
project is expected to be done this
construction season at a maximum
cost of $1.5 million.
• A Recreation Commission #4
grant of $800 was approved for the
Nakusp Childcare Society.
• Community Development
grants were approved for Arrow
Slocan Lakes Community Services/
Firewood Project $2,000; Burton
Elementary School Parent Advisory
Committee $2,000; Edgewood
Community Club $5,000; Edgewood
Volunteer Fire Department (air brake
certification $3,500) and concert
series $2,000; Nakusp & Area
Community Forest $5,000; Nakusp
& Area Youth Network $6,195;
Nakusp Chamber of Commerce
$2,000; Summit Lake Racers $500.
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The run of the berry boats on the Arrow Lakes
by Bruce Rohn, Arrow Lakes
Historical Society
Bottomland on the Arrow Lakes
from Nakusp to Castlegar provided
land companies with an opportunity
to cash in on the region’s resource
as a productive fruit growing
area. European residents keen on
becoming independent farmers
jumped at the chance to start afresh.
Dozens of small points along the
lake became settlements; some even
large enough to see stores built along
with churches and community halls.
A great advantage the Arrow Lakes
corridor had over the Okanagan
farmers at this time was the ability
to grow fruit trees without installing
irrigation systems. The success of
these farms was hindered only by
the lack of transportation systems to
get the fruit to market due to reliance
upon the CPR sternwheelers. To
alleviate the crisis, meetings were
held.
With the opening of the Kettle
Valley Railway and the daily boat
service cut to a tri-weekly service on

October 31, 1915, the small towns
below Nakusp that were built up in
the orchard boom of 1907-08 became
vulnerable to getting their crops
shipped out with the new schedule.
On March 29 and April 1 of 1916,
John Gore, superintendent of the
BC Lake & River Service, met with
fruit growers from the towns between
Needles and Nakusp to discuss a new
schedule for getting their soft fruits
to market.
At a meeting in the old Burton
school, the following points were
made:
1) Captain Gore introduced that
the company was willing to run an
additional boat on alternate days,
but did not in any way mean the reestablishment of the daily service.
When the berry season ended, the
boat would be taken off.
2) F.W. Jordan advised those
present to go ahead and help make
this extra boat a paying proposition
by finding a market for fruit and
shipping it; using the service to
its fullest capacity. The more they

patronize it, the better it would be
for all concerned.
3) The boat would start on about
June 20 and continue till the end
of the berry season. It would carry
passengers and be fully staffed like
the through regular boat. Only the
schedule wouldn’t be the same. The
Burton Farmers Institute will be the
ones to let the CPR know when to
commence this service.
4) Most of the small fruits
from Needles south went to points
in southern Alberta, McLeod,
Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, etc.
From Burton north fruits were
shipped to Calgary, Edmonton and
northern points. The fruit was picked
in the morning and shipped by the
northbound steamer and reached
Calgary in the afternoon. Mr. Smiley
of Burton stated unless connection
was not made at Arrowhead, and
suggested that if the boat had to lie
over, fruit shipped that day got into
the Calgary market for Sunday.
Before the Minto made its first
fruit run of the season, the CPR had

to renew the service of two steamers
on the Arrow Lakes to take care of
the delayed passengers from the
washed out districts on the main line.
To help, the Bonnington and Minto
were put in readiness for a special
crew from Slocan Lake in charge of
Capt. Kirby and left for Arrowhead
on June 22. The berry run started
on Monday, July 3, 1916. The first
shipments of fruit made weren’t as
large as anticipated due to the late

cold weather, but the shipment of
strawberries on July 7 was double
any previous day. In 1917, the second
season of the berry boat, the service
started a week later with Walter
Wright in the wheelhouse of the SS
Minto. The season ended July 21 and
wasn’t continued in the following
years. The onslaught of WWI along
with limited production of crops
probably led to the discontinuance
of the service.

Ainsworth Hot Springs Resort lies within
the traditional home lands of the Ktunaxa
people. The hot springs, referred to as
nupika wu’u (spirit water), have been
good medicine for many years. We invite
you to visit soon and experience the
power of nature.
• Hot Springs Caves and Pool
• 53 A/C Guest Rooms
• Ktunaxa Grill
• Nasookin Room
• Swimwear & Gift Shop
• Spirit Water Spa

The SS Columbia, the CPR tug for the Lower Arrow Lake, performed winter service from 1920 to 1947.

Hot Springs are open daily from 10 am until 9:30 pm
The Ktunaxa Grill is open daily from 7:00 am - 9:30 pm
Reservations always appreciated.

Thanks
our Local Historical
CONGRATULATES
Societies
for their ongoing
THE LUCERNE
commitment
to preserving
the
GRADUATING
CLASS
stories ofOF
the2010
Silvery Slocan.

1-800-668-1171
www.ainsworthhotsprings.com

Red Wing Heritage boots!
Vince, Mathew and Joel DeVito
4 generations of DeVito shoemakers • 91 years in the Kootenays

Now in stock at...
411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 vincedevito.ca
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Slocan Valley Historical Society to focus on Merriwake restoration in 2019
submitted
The Slocan Valley Historical
Society operates completely with
volunteers, and projects move
forward only when funding is in
place.
The society has been very
fortunate with grant applications
that have been submitted and projects
have moved forward steadily over the
last five years. Some of them include:
• Publishing the book Warners
in Slocan, the story of a pioneering
family, which is available at local
retailers.
• Acquiring the Merriwake, a
1929 Japanese built fishing boat, for
a static display.
• Setting up display cabinets to
showcase our history in the Slocan
Village office, including the Cornwall
Cup (awarded to the Slocan Valley
men’s hockey champion from 1909
to 1951) and an early football trophy.
• Refurbishing the Buddhist

A big thanks
to our local
historical
societies.

Kaslo Building
Supply

6521-Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7628
www.kaslobuilding.com • kaslo.building@telus.net

Congratulations to the
Village of Kaslo and
the Kootenay Lake
Historical Society for
the Heritage BC Awards

memorial in the Slocan Cemetery.
This is close to completion and a
rededication ceremony is expected
to take place this summer.
• The Slocan History Walk.
Panels have been installed around
town and an official launch is
expected this spring.
• Developing a website to
highlight the History Walk and the
society’s other projects.
As well, the society operates the
Slocan Valley Archives on the second
floor of the Slocan Village office,
which is open by appointment. An
enormous amount of material can be
found here, much of it gathered by
Innes Cooper, including thousands
of photographs, newspaper indices,
and early tax records.
This year, aside from completing a
couple of ongoing projects (including
electrical upgrades in the archives),
the society’s focus will be on the
Merriwake. This boat needs some
structural restoration and painting to
bring it up to rough display status, and
a shelter will need to be constructed
for it, just off the Rail Trail on Main
Street in Slocan. Further restoration

Slocan Village Market
Thank you to the
Slocan Valley
Historical Society!

CELEBRATING
TWO HERITAGE
BC AWARDS IN
2019!

and signage will continue in the
coming years to make this a first
class interpretative site highlighting
the journey of the vessel and paying
homage to the many internees whose
lives were irrevocably altered during
the Second World War.
Your membership in the Slocan

Valley Historical Society is important
for two reasons. The money helps
with office expenses to run the
archives, top up grant funding when
expenses overrun the funding, and for
other expenses such as the website.
Also, it shows your support for the
society, which in turn helps with grant

Author Joy Kogawa is seen with the Merriwake, a former Japanese coastal fishing boat, which will be restored and moved to Slocan’s Main Street as an exhibit.

How Mt. Lavina got her name

by Jesalyn Tremblay, Lardeau Valley
Historical Society
When you first visit Meadow
Creek and see the magnificent
mountain known as Lavina, you
cannot help but be taken by her beauty.
Her grace, her power, the smooth lines
running down her face with a sense
of dignity will leave anyone in awe.
The way greens and golds play off
her features in the fall; snow-capped
peaks on a moonlit night. Very few
of us, however, know how she was

Thank you to all the societies
within Area D who are working to
preserve our history and heritage.
Aimee Watson
RDCK Director - Area D

christened and by whom.
Archibald “Archie” Rory
MacDonald was born on July 16,
1839 in Ottawa, Ontario. He came
from a large Catholic family that had
immigrated from Scotland. At the age
of fifteen, Archie started working in the
family logging business and quickly
moved up the ranks. By the age of
twenty-one, he was the “foreman of the
woods” and was running every aspect
of the family business. However, in
the spring of 1868, after a falling out
with his older brother and the untimely
death of one of his younger brothers,
Archie decided to leave his family and
never look back.
As many men did at the time,
Archie caught the prospecting bug and
began mining throughout the United
States and Mexico. During this time,
he was dubbed with the nickname “The
Canadian” and met his mining partner
Big Jim Thompson. In 1881 the two
miners became acquainted with Chief
Grey Eagle of the Flathead Aboriginal

Local museums
and heritage
sites are
insurance
policies against
forgetting our past
RHC Insurance Brokers Ltd.
INSURANCE FOR BUSINESSES & RESIDENTS
1-877-797-5366
www.rhcinsurance.com
New Denver 250-358-2617

Thanks our local heritage organizations
for their ongoing work in
preserving our
stories.

applications.
The Slocan Valley Historical
Society is a member of the BC
Historical Federation and as such all
our members also hold a membership
in this provincial body. A 2019
membership is $10, which can be sent
to Box 28, Slocan, V0G 2C0.

Serving
Kaslo for
over 75
years

THE
VILLAGE
OF
SLOCAN
Thank you to the Slocan
Valley Historical Society
for your efforts to help
preserve our history and
local heritage.

Band. The chief grew very fond of
Archie, so fond that he promised his
favourite daughter to him. However,
Archie had been single for 42 years and
was on a mission to keep it that way.
So, he fled back to Canada with Jim.
As a result of poor mining
outcomes, both men decided to go their
separate ways. Archie began working
as a ranch hand for a while, but after
a tragic accident he was left with two
broken legs. He was then shipped to
Fort Colville with a slim chance of
recovery. After three months and a
miracle, Archie was ready to leave on
a new mining adventure. However,
he had fallen for 18-year-old Mary
Malinda Prouty and she had fallen for
him, too. So he cancelled his plans
and they were married shortly after.
The first of their five children was
born in August of 1887; Lavena Anne
MacDonald.
Tragically, on December 7, 1896
Mary passed away due to childbirth at
the age of 28. Archie was devastated.
He was now a 57-year-old with five
children to look after. It was then that
he made the heartbreaking choice to
put his children in an orphanage in
an effort to keep them together. This
prompted his trip to the Kootenays and
his partnership with Norman “Red”
McLeod. They both had their eye on
the same mountain slope and decided
to stake the claim together. When asked
for a name, Archie decided to honor
his eldest daughter and name the claim
after her. Thus, the name for Lavina
Mountain was established.

Thank you to our local
Historical Societies for
keeping our heritage alive
for all of us to enjoy

New Denver & Kaslo
Community
Pharmacy

Check us out on FaceBook

309 6th Ave, New Denver • 250-358-2500
403 Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2224
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Silvery Slocan Historical Society AGM set for Saturday

submitted
The Silvery Slocan Historical
Society’s annual general meeting is
Saturday, March 2 at 1 pm at Knox
Hall in New Denver. A new board
will be elected and a short slideshow
offered of the society’s activities
over the past year. All members and
prospective members are welcome
to attend.
• Last fall, a merger was
completed between the archival
collections of the Silverton and
Silvery Slocan societies. The
Silverton Historical Society folded
in 2013, making access to their
collection difficult. The merged
collection is now being housed in
the Silvery Slocan Museum.
• The archives now boasts a
new shelving unit. Tracy Oldham
and Henning von Krogh spent a
lot of time putting it together in
Oldham’s shop. It’s now being
used to store some of the archival
material received from Silverton.
The society also acquired a new
map cabinet from the Revelstoke
Railway Museum and purchased a
dehumidifier for the archives room.
• In the spring, new ceiling cracks
were noticed in the museum along

with an increase in the gap between
the fireplace breast and second floor.
An engineer’s investigation revealed
heavy rot of the stud wall system. He
recommended the second floor be
closed pending further assessment
and renovation. Unfortunately, the
area was off limits to visitors last
summer.
• The society hosted a tour
of the New Denver cemetery in
October. Approximately 70 people
came out on a beautiful day to learn
about some of those buried in this
picturesque and historic spot.
• In August, society member
Will Chambers gave some society
members a tour of his property
at Enterprise Landing, south of
Silverton on the east side of Slocan
Lake. This is where the SS Slocan
and other CPR vessels delivered
supplies and picked up ore from
the Enterprise mine from the 1890s
to the 1930s. There is still much
evidence of the old wharf.
• A large advertisement for
Martin Senour paint was salvaged
from the old hardware store in New
Denver before it was torn down last
year. The ad was cleaned and moved
to the museum’s second floor to be

exhibited. The bottom reads “Geo.
Trickett & Son,” dating it to between
1912 and 1931.
• Retired archivist Linda Wills
visited the museum to tackle the
jumble of collections. Several long
days of work ended with 27 fonds

submitted by Kootenay Lake
Historical Society
Heritage BC has recently
announced its 2019 award recipients,

and both of Kaslo’s national historic
sites are being recognized this year
–the Kaslo City Hall and the SS
Moyie.

Both awards are in the Heritage
Conservation category, which
celebrate achievement in restoration
and protection of historic sites in
British Columbia.
The renovation of the 1898 Kaslo
City Hall building was completed
last summer and will be recognized
with an Outstanding Heritage
Conservation Award, with thanks
to project manager Chris Temple;
Robert Inwood of Mainstreet
Consulting; architect Thomas Loh;
Johnny Strilaeff, CEO of Columbia
Basin Trust; and Brian Garvin of
Quality Interior Kontracting.
The building’s main floor houses
the Village and Service BC offices,
and the Village council meets
once again in the restored original
chamber. The vast upper floor,
neglected for several decades, is

in archival, acid-free storage boxes,
sorted by date and source — a boon
to future researchers.
• Society member Margaret
Scaia is developing a new walking
tour of Silverton, to update and
enhance one created in the 1980s.

She’s seeking scans of any and
all photos of public and private
buildings including houses, the
hospital, businesses and special
events, and public gatherings
covering any time period. Send them
to mrgrtscaia@gmail.com.

1) A tour of the New Denver cemetery last October hosted by the Silvery Slocan Historical Society drew about 70 people.

Two Heritage BC Awards for Kaslo National Historic Sites

Wants to thank our local
historical societies
for keeping the
wheels on the
cart of history!
95 6th Ave NW • Nakusp • 250-265-4155
MADDEN TIMBER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder
& Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame
Homes
Gratitude to our
local historical societies for all of their fine work
in preserving and presenting our history
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Thanks to
our local
historical
societies!

Thanks our local
historical societies for
their ongoing efforts to
preserve our
waterborne
transportation
stories
and
artifacts.

once again a spectacular Victorian
space. The Kootenay Lake Historical
Society has placed a small exhibit in
what was once the Jury Room.
The SS Moyie is receiving a
Heritage Conservation Recognition
Award for the fire suppression
replacement project that took place
in the winter of 2017-2018. The
ship’s old fire protection system
was removed and replaced. The
new system, like its predecessor,
consists of steel piping connected to
the Village water supply. Visitors to
the ship rarely notice it, and without
this protection the SS Moyie would
be vulnerable to destruction by fire.
The project was carried out
by Trainor Mechanical Ltd., and
managed by Justin Ross together
with Geoff Delves, Kootenay
Lake Historical Society (KLHS)

maintenance supervisor. Bill Yeo,
president of the Kootenay Lake
Historical Society, is also recognized
in the award announcement. Funding
for the work came from Parks
Canada, Columbia Basin Trust, and
KLHS.
The awards ceremony takes
place May 10 in Nanaimo.

Passmore
Lab

wants to
thank the
hard-working
volunteers that make our
history come to life
4240 Passmore Old, Passmore
250-226-7339

Thank you
Historical Societies
for keeping our
past alive!

Selkirk Realty
Nakusp, BC • 250-265-3635

Celebrating
our rich
agricultural
heritage!

Katrine Conroy, MLA
Kootenay West

Thank you to all the
individuals and groups
that work to preserve the
heritage and rich history
of the West Kootenay!

Constituency Office: #2-1006 3rd St
Castlegar, BC Phone: 1-888-755-0556
Katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca
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The boat race in summer 1907 on the Arrow Lakes
by Mrs. Mary Baird (Nakusp &
District Museum Society)
In 1905, a group of prominent
Nakusp men organized the first Nakusp
Amateur Dramatic Club. There was a
membership of from 20 to 25 people
and they were most active, putting on
two or three plays a year. One of the
members, Dave Bulger, had a steam
launch named the Minerva. This launch
had a seating capacity of about 30
people and many a happy outing was
enjoyed by our club aboard the “good
ship Minerva.”
I would like to tell my little story
of one of these outings which I record
as taking place in the summer of 1907:
It was a beautiful summer morning,
and great was the bustle and excitement
as we stowed our fat hampers of picnic
goodies aboard the launch. There were
approximately 30 members in our party
including three or four children who
were starched and scrubbed within an
inch of their young lives. The ladies
were all decked out in their best frills
and bonnets, while the men sported their
straw boaters and Sunday suits. The
Minerva, too, was decked for the outing.
She proudly bore the ornate crest of the
N.A.D. Club atop the overdeck, while
the Canadian flag furled gayly from the
bow and the Union Jack astern.
One of our members had brought
his most prized possession, a portable
phonograph, which was to supply the
music for between our sing-songs.
After our Skipper had got up
enough steam, we sailed merrily down

We recognize the
important volunteer work
done by the historical
societies in our area.
Thank you!

New Market
Foods

6th Avenue
New Denver, BC
250-358-2270

the lake. When we had gone about three
miles, one of the men discovered the SS
Minto had come up silently behind us
and was following us pretty closely. Of
course we couldn’t have this ship pass
our proud craft. One of the men called
for “full speed ahead” and the race was
on! Our engineer really fired up to get
more steam, but still the Minto gained
on us, while the passengers wave wildly
from the decks.
We thought they were cheering
us on, but too late we discovered the
launch had caught fire around the smoke
stack, and great was the commotion and
excitement of our passengers. The SS
Minto churned along side and gave the
Fire signal, and then the signal to stop.
Her crewmen swarmed aboard and
helped the frantic men to put out the fire.
Meanwhile, one of the women on
the Minerva had fainted, and while
the men carried water to douse the
funnel, the ladies doused the fainting
woman with water from the lake.
We then learned that the Minto was
trying to overtake us to transfer one
of its passengers to the Minerva. (This
passenger happened to be the husband
of the woman who had fainted.)
With the fire out, and by now
everyone back to his usual good spirits,
the Minto continued on its way, and
the Minerva on its way to Makinsons
Landing, our point of destination,
without further mishap.
With greetings and cheers, we drew
up to the landing at Makinsons, and the
men leapt ashore to secure the launch

Village of
New Denver
Thanks to the Silvery
Slocan Historical
Society and the
Kyowakai Society for
their contributions
to local heritage
preservation.

while the ladies prepared to disembark.
One of the handsome bachelors of our
club sprang to assist one of the ladies to
the outstretched gang-plank. She must
have caught her heel in the hem of her
long skirt, for she missed the plank and
fell into the lake, pulling her gallant into
the water with her. There they stood,
Thos. Abriel and Mrs. McKitrick – a
sorry sight, in all their finery drenched
through, and floundering up to their
waists in water.
The ladies, hiding their merriment
as best they could, shepherded the

dripping sister to the house on the shore.
There they disrobed her and warmed her
in blankets until they sorted out articles
of clothing they could lend and spare.
The men built a big bon-fire outside, and
there crouched our Beau Brummel for
the better part of the day to dry out for
his return trip, while articles of feminine
apparel floated on twigs and lines near
by to dry.
Mrs. McKitrick was wearing long
black cotton stockings. As there were
no banks in Nakusp in those days, she
had taken her worldly wealth in “green
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backs” and had them wound securely
around her legs beneath her black
stockings. The ladies built a fire in the
old kitchen range and dried the money in
biscuit pans in the oven while the damp
lady huddled in her borrowed undies
and a man’s jacket.
This little episode, however, didn’t
dampen our spirits for too long. Later
we had a delicious supper served by
the women. Then we made our return
journey towards the beautiful sunset and
our fair Nakusp, thus bringing to a close
a very exciting and memorable day.

Top deck: Dave Bulger, Tom Moore, Mr. Crosby, Bill William. Back deck: Miss Moore, Bob Abbey, Mrs. Florence Leary (nee Jordan), Mrs. Grace
Hakeman (nee Jordan). Inside: Mrs. McKitrick, Mrs. Fred Jordan, now Mrs. Jordan-Williams, Mrs. Bob Abbey, Tom Abriel, Mrs. Harlow (nee Armstrong),
Mrs. George Jordan, Bob Baird, Gordon Baird, Mrs. Baird, Tom Anthony. On gang plank: Tom Mackinson. On bow: George Jordan, Howell Jordan.

Volunteers - the hidden heroes of heritage conservation

submitted by Amanda Murphy,
Village of New Denver
The Village of New Denver is
well known for its heritage character.
What may not be as well known is
why the Village has been able to
preserve these special landmarks.
As the community grew, waves
of immigrants brought their own
special influence to the area. The built
heritage that remains is evidence of
the diverse impact and vision of these
groups. The inspiration to save and
value the structures has always been
the residents themselves. The true
heroes of protecting our heritage are
the many hardworking volunteers.
They have shown the vision, work
ethic, agency and persistence to

carry out the monumental task of
preserving shared community history.
Without these wonderful individuals
and groups, few of the well known
heritage assets in the community
would be usable today.
As owners of many of these
heritage buildings, the Village of
New Denver has the challenging job
of leveraging its limited resources
to support the conservation work
while also providing core services
for the current and future residents.
Because of this, the Village relies
on many volunteer organizations to
help maintain and operate its heritage
assets. The resources available
would be stretched even thinner
without this collaborative approach

Bikes...
Skis...

Our Outdoor Recreational
Heritage!
ph. 250-265-3332
www.shons.ca
409 Broadway, Nakusp

Thank you to the
historical societies
in the Arrow Lakes and beyond.
Paul Peterson
Director, Area K (Arrow Lakes)

to management. The Silvery Slocan
Museum, the Bosun Hall, the Knox
Hall and the Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre form the backbone
of our community. They would
likely not be used today without
the tireless contributions of New
Denver residents through the many
organizations and their initiatives.
While New Denver and area
is home to many non-profits who
help to make the area a fantastic
place to live, the ones that focus
on heritage are highlighted in the
following paragraph. The Silvery
Slocan Historical Society plays an
essential role in managing the Silvery
Slocan Museum, preserving archival
material related to history, creating
the ‘Historic New Denver Heritage
Building’ signage project and the
new lakeside heritage signage project.
The recently dissolved Kyowakai
Society was the main driver for the
creation of the Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre, as well as being
very involved in the vision behind
the Kohan Reflection Garden. And
finally, without the initiative of the
Lucerne Association for Community
Education (LACE) the Bosun Hall
would have long been abandoned,
leaving New Denver without a large
public space.
In one way or another, these
buildings have added a special
quality to living here in New
Denver, providing places to gather
as neighbours and connecting us to
the rich stories of this place. Only
through ongoing efforts and support
from our residents and a continued
willingness to give may we preserve
these very special and integral pieces
of our past and present, into the future.
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From the Hill: Richard Cannings on better air service
On February 14, Air Canada
gave Penticton fliers a Valentine’s
Day present – they announced that
this spring they would be switching
out the old Dash 8 aircraft they use
now for newer, larger and quieter
Q400 planes. That would provide
more seats in and out of Penticton on
a daily basis, good news for travellers
and tourism operators alike. But the
real benefit, as I’ve mentioned before
in this column, is that the Q400s have
modern avionics that allow them to
land and take off under cloudier,
foggier, or smokier conditions.
When I last wrote about this

topic early last spring, I was
promoting a lobbying effort from
local communities to convince Air
Canada that the Q400s would be
a sound business investment. The
demand for more seats and more
reliable service is already there –
60% of Penticton travellers fly out
of Kelowna, in part because they are
concerned that the unreliable service
in Penticton, particularly in winter,
would jeopardize their connections
to important business or holiday
flights out of Vancouver.
Eventually I contacted Air
Canada representatives myself, first

at a tourism conference and later in
Ottawa. In early December I had a
breakfast meeting on Parliament Hill
with an Air Canada representative
and presented the case for Q400s
in both Penticton and Castlegar. He
mentioned that the timing of my
request was good because decisions
were going to be made this winter
about which routes would be first in
line for the new aircraft.
Ironically, when I flew back to
BC that evening I had to overnight
in Vancouver because my Penticton
flight was turned around by low
cloud – and I immediately sent

submitted
Enhanced patient care and
improved conditions for healthcare
workers are coming to Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital
(KBRH) as a new ambulatory care
area and expanded pharmacy have
been approved by the provincial
government, Interior Health says. The
new ambulatory care wing will be
built above the expanded emergency
department, now under construction.
Minister of Health Adrian Dix
acknowledged that regional hospitals
are critical for people in rural areas so
they can get care close to home.
“We realize the urgency of the
needed improvements for ambulatory
care and a new, bigger pharmacy at
KBRH, which is why we approved
the business plan within four months
of receiving it,” he said.
The total cost of project is
$38.8 million, with the provincial

government committing $23.3
million. With provincial funding
secured, Interior Health has made
a request to the West Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital District
(WKBRHD) for a $15.5-million
contribution to the project. The
WKBRHD board will review this
request at its next meeting on March 6.
“Having been a frequent user
of Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital over the years, I know
how much the ambulatory care and
pharmacy area upgrades are needed,”
said Katrine Conroy, MLA for
Kootenay West. “This new investment
in our regional hospital, along with
the current emergency department
redevelopment that is now underway,
is vital for better patient care in this
region.”
Ambulatory care includes
procedures for outpatients, such as
endoscopies and cystoscopies, and

other minor surgical procedures.
No overnight stays are required.
Improvements will be made to the
existing space to accommodate
outpatient examination rooms,
booking offices and telehealth service.
The cast clinic will be upgraded.
The medical records office will be
relocated to the basement to allow
for an expanded oncology (cancer)
unit and relocated physiotherapy
department.
The pharmacy will triple in
size. Pharmacy services will be
enhanced with the inclusion of a
patient education room for private
consultations. The pharmacy area
will be renovated to provide staff
with an upgraded work environment,
including better-ventilated spaces to
prepare sterile hazardous and nonhazardous chemical products.
Construction is expected to start in
2020 and be complete in 2023.

by Katrine Campbell
WE Graham Community School
in Slocan is one step closer to
building a bike pump track on
its soccer field. Principal Mike
Hurley says the project has been
granted $25,000 from Columbia
Basin Trust’s PLAYS (Physical

Literacy and Youth Sport) fund.
The Village is chipping in $10,000
after Mayor Jessica Lunn suggested
that council contribute from the
RDCK Community Development
Fund, saying other donors would be
encouraged if the Village had “more
skin in the game.”

Hurley said the first phase,
preparing the site and building the
initial 80m x 60m track, would cost
$43,000. Planning has started and if
all goes well, work will start in May
and be finished by July.
“It would look amazing
blacktopped but that would be over
$100,000,” he said. When completed,
the track will be open to anyone who
wants to use it, although it’s reserved
for the kids during school hours.
“We’re still going to need
volunteers to help build it. When the
snow clears we’ll have the building
phase, and we need some folks to
bring tiny earth-movers to the school
– we’ll pay for the gas – and we need
lots of muscle.”
Fundraising is ongoing, and he’s
hoping for a contribution from the
school’s Parent Advisory Council.
Anyone who would like to donate
can contact the school at 250-3552212 “and talk to Shannon O’Hara
– she’s the one with the brains,”
Hurley says.

More upgrades for Trail hospital

PHOTO CREDIT: FOREVER NATURAL PHOTOGRAPHY

Work on WEG bike track to start in spring

Henri Bourgeois the puppet, a farmer from the Slocan Valley, attended Kaslo’s Winter in
the Forest Festival on Family Day. The puppet, on loan from the Association Francophone
Kootenay Ouest, was created and operated by Kaslo resident Rose Blanche and her assistants
Jeff Williams and Nikita Harvey.

off an email to the Air Canada
representative to let him know that!
There is one other step that
must take place before travellers
can take full advantage of the new
aircraft and their advanced avionics.
NAV CANADA, the corporation
that owns and operates Canada’s
civil air navigation system, must
develop and implement Required
Navigation Performance (RNP)
protocols for Penticton. These are the
precise paths that aircraft must take
when landing and taking off. NAV
CANADA recently announced that
they are undertaking this process and
hopefully it will be in place before
next winter.
The situation at the Castlegar
airport is trickier. The narrow valley
there makes it more difficult to land
and take off at times of low cloud
and fog, and cancellation rates in
winter vary from 25 to 50%. On
top of that, travellers from the West
Kootenay have farther to travel for
alternate flights, making long drives
to Kelowna, Cranbrook or Spokane.
Developing RNP protocols for
Castlegar would require Transport
Canada to allow the use of RNP in
the more mountainous terrain of the
Columbia Valley. The United States
has such RNP protocols and it would
simply mean making Canadian
protocols match those south of
the border. Transport Canada has
indicated that it may take some time
to make those changes, but I will be
pressing them to do so as quickly as

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi
for Details:
250-265-0002

possible.
I met with Air Canada officials
again, thanking them for their
decision on Penticton and pressing
them on the issue of service to
Castlegar. They said they were
actually meeting to discuss the
Castlegar situation within the next
few days. Hopefully we’ll see
positive movement on this important
issue in the coming months. Reliable
air service is essential to the economy
of the southern Interior of BC, both
for the tourism industry and for the
many workers who choose to live
here for the lifestyle but must travel
regularly for work.
Richard Cannings is the NDP MP
for South Okanagan-West Kootenay.

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

2018 Citizen of the Year,
Youth and Lifetime
Achievement Award
Saturday, March 23, 2019 at
the Legion Hall
This year we honour
Karen Hamling, Barb Abbey &
Mikala Lewis-Morrison
Tickets are at Hub International Insurance
$35.00 (Dinner included)
Doors open at 6:00 pm. Dinner served
by the Legion Auxiliary at 6:30 pm.
Sponsored by the Nakusp &
District Rotary Club

Nakusp
Citizen
of the Year
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo
and Area D with affordable housing.
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday &
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding
for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/
Kaslo EDC.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE owners are
thinking about succession planning! We
invite community members interested in
the newspaper business (or learning about
the newspaper business) to contact us by

ACCOMMODATION

TOWING
Slocan Towing

Serving the Slocan Valley
24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service
250-226-7084

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Serious
inquiries only, please.
ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community
Futures to learn about the free Business
Plan workshop open to anyone! And if
you’re eligible, you may also qualify for
the Self-Employment program where you
will receive ongoing business training and
coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band ‘El
Dorado Hoedown’ and live caller. March
23, 6:30-9 pm at the Bosun Hall in New
Denver. Beginners are welcome. Call 3587158 for information.

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEDY SATURDAY: Silverton Gallery,
March 2, 10 am-1 pm. Seed sales and
sharing. Tables available free of charge.
10-11;30 am: Discussion led by Mick
Wilson of Earthly Pleasures organic Farm
on seed varieties, planting times, seeding
styles, succession planting and early season
extension techiques. Contact: jgreenlaw@
netidea.com.
LANGHAM GALLERIES OPENING
RECEPTION Sat March 2, 2-4pm: ‘Hold
Water’ by Kalika Bowlby – beautiful
ceramics using river clay from her home
town of Golden; and ‘Kaslo’s Architectural
Heritage’ by the Historical Society. Artist
talks & refreshments.
C a f e L a n g h a m p r e s e n t s B AT
CONSERVATION IN BC Sunday
March 10 @ 3 pm. Join Kaslo’s own bat
biologist Dr. Cori Lausen for an intro to
the fascinating world of bats, an overview
of conservation efforts and what you might
do to help. Admission by donation, all
welcome. www.thelangham.ca
The Langham presents ELIZABETH
SHEPHERD Friday March 8, 7pm.
Montreal-based “jazz virtuoso blessed
with pop sensibility” & 4-time JUNO

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST
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nominee is one of the most imaginative
artists on the Jazz-soul scene. Her quintet
features guitarist Michael Occhipinti. $15
Sunnyside/Willow. www.thelangham.ca
ST. PADDY’S ‘VEGAS’ NIGHT Saturday,
March 16 at the Slocan Valley Legion Hall,
502 Harold St. Slocan. Doors open 5:30
pm. 6 pm Casino. 7 pm Buffet. 8 pm more
Casino. Live entertainment. Tickets $15
($20 after March 11) at Mountain Valley
Station in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672
to reserve. The Legion welcomes members
& guests. We look forward to your support!
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY:
Marilyn James and Taress Alexis present
their new book NOT EXTINCT: Keeping
the Sinixt Way on Sunday, March 3, at 1
pm. Need Info? 355-0006.
SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL
SOCIETY is holding its annual general
meeting at the Knox Hall. Saturday March
2 at 1:00 pm. Come see a PowerPoint of
the changes at the museum, followed by
a short meeting.

EDUCATION

EXPERIENCED BC REGISTERED
MUSIC TEACHER new to Vallican area
with openings for piano students, age 5

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

• BICYCLE

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

ENVIRONMENT PHOTOGRAPHY

250-358-7199

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

HELP WANTED

W E S T K O O T E N AY PA R K
MANAGEMENT INC seeks to fill a job
vacancy for a part-time position 28-32 hrs
per week as a Park Attendant working in
Rosebery & Summit Lake Provincial Parks.
May 01 to Sept 24. $17.50 per hour. $500

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

TUES

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday and Thursday
mornings 9-10 am. Honour your body by
reducing stress, building strength, flexibility
and balance. Upper story of the fire hall
in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Alongside Mountainberry

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS – Bertha
Williams, #11 – 217 Zacks Rd. 250-2659080.

Sales and
Maintenance

info

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

and older, at all levels in modern, classical
and jazz styles. Adults and special needs
students welcome. Contact Carmen (250)
226-6951.

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST
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Health/Dental benefit. Travel compensation.
See this posting www.westkootenayparks.
com or www.workbc.ca. Deadline March 01.

NOTICES

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a
deeper understanding of yourself and why
things happen the way they do in your life.
It opens your awareness to new viewpoints
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU
regardless of age, background, or religion.
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information on
AA: in New Denver, 358-7158; Nakusp, 2654216; Kaslo, 353-9617; Heart of the Slocan
Valley, 551-4104; Playmor Junction, 226-7252.
For NA: New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

PERSONAL

RAT ROD POPPA seeks Roller Derby
Momma. Apply to: Bonnefied LSR, PO
Box 92, Silverton, BC V0G 2B0.

PETS

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: relaxed
walks, come when called, have fun. Learn
more at www.proudofmydog.ca
LOOKING FOR A YOUNG DOG - house
trained, good with people and other animals.
Call 250-265-3866 or email windsong@
nakusp.net.

REQUEST FOR
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

THE KASLO AND DISTRICT
COMMUNITY FOREST SOCIETY is
renewing their 2019-2021 eligibility list
for Harvesting, Road Building, Timber
Development, Silviculture and Specialized
Services contractors. Applicants must be

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

CLASSIFIED ADS

BCFSC certified and in good standing
with WorkSafeBC. KDCFS priority is
to hire locally (Kaslo, Area D) without
compromising quality and expediency.
Multi-year proposals may be considered.
Reply by 4PM on March 22, 2019 with
corporate resume clearly identifying
equipment and labour resources. Reply to:
manager@kaslocommunityforest.org or
mail to:KDCFS, Box 789, Kaslo BC V0G
1M0. Questions: call 250-353-9677.
SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
PAL (Possession & Acquisition
License) Canadian Firearms Safety:
Non Restricted; Sat & Sun Mar 9-10,
9am-5pm, $110. Restricted; Sun Mar 10,
12-5:00pm, $70. Crescent Valley Hall.
CORE (Conservation & Outdoor
Recreation Education) Certificate:
Sat & Sun Mar 16-17, 9:00am-5:00pm,
Crescent Valley Hall, $145, +10yrs.
Succulents, Indoor Plants & Hangers:
Tues Mar 12, 6-8pm, Slocan Park Hall, $29.
Slocan Valley Mini, Micro and Mixed
League Soccer (ages 2-14): Final
registration ends March 29.

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA
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Experience ‘Musiking Around the World’
submitted
A plethora of exotic sounds, cultures,
and instruments will come straight from
their roots and into a winter’s evening
when musicologist John Galm brings
his knowledge to the Nelson Public
Library on Thursday, March 14 at 7 pm
in a special program called ‘Musiking
Around the World.’
“Musiking is a concept developed
by ethnomusicologists to convey the
totality of musics within a culture,”
Galm explains. “This includes not only
the performers, but also the listeners,
dancers, teachers, instrument makers,
environments, spirituality and other
cultural aspects.”
A Senegalese Tama drum, Brazilian
Berimbau, and Middle Eastern Dumbek
are just three of the instruments Galm
will bring to this evening to create
the full experience. The evening asks

participants to experience instrumental
languages, and maybe learn a few.
Galm’s love of music began early as
a teenage jazz drummer. He graduated
from the Eastman School of Music and
then joined the United States Air Force
Band and later became a member of the
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and the
Boston Pops, among others, as well as
playing with jazz greats including Ron
Carter and Chuck Mangione.
In 1964 he was appointed to the
College of Music, University of Colorado
as percussion professor and later created
the World Musics Program. There, as
Professor Emeritus of Ethnomusicology,
he studied with master musicians in
India, Indonesia, West Africa, Turkey,
Morocco and Ireland.
Since retiring to Nelson, Galm
has become a member of the Nelson
Community Band and lectured at Selkirk.

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
– Bulk Ordering –
Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

AGRICULTURE
GIFTS

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Winter Hours

Wednesday – Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday –
Tuesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

COMMUNITY
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School District 10, February 19: New childcare spaces proposed for Lucerne School
by Jan McMurray
• The board approved an increase
to the annual remuneration for trustees,
based on the regional average (SD5SD20). Annual remuneration will
be $13,888 for the chair (increase
of $788), $12,298 for the vice chair
(increase of $698), and $11,238 for
trustees (increase of $638).
• The plan to create new full-day
and after-school childcare spaces in
the two decommissioned classrooms at
Lucerne School (the old kindergarten
and grade one classrooms downstairs)
are proceeding. The board approved
the submission of an application
for funding to the Childcare BC
New Spaces Fund to renovate the
classrooms and adjacent washrooms.
If the application is successful, a
local non-profit childcare society

PAINTING

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

will operate the childcare programs,
with the school district providing the
space. The board discussed at length
that if the grant is approved, there is a
requirement to dedicate the childcare
space for a ten-year period. Modest
enrollment growth is expected at
Lucerne over the next ten years; from a
facility use point of view, the proposed
spaces won’t be required for school
operations.
• The wifi system in the elementary
wing of the school is being reviewed

by the school’s educators. Currently,
only hard-wired access to the internet
is available in the elementary wing.
Because many devices and applications
are available only in wireless format,
a dual system like the one in the
secondary school classrooms is being
considered. This system allows teachers
to turn the wifi on when needed off
when not needed for learning.
• The district will be receiving a
one-time $37,000 grant for mental
health early intervention initiatives.

Funds must be spent by June 30, and
an action plan submitted to the ministry
by March 31. The district is consulting
with educational partners, teachers and
students to come up with the plan.
• The rezoning application for
the Fauquier School property will
be considered at the March RDCK
meeting rather than the February
meeting, as the Westbank First Nation
has indicated that they would like the
additional 30-day period to review the
application.

• Four working groups have been
formed to help inform the new ministry
funding formula. Superintendent Terry
Taylor has been asked to represent rural
districts on the Inclusive Education
Working Group. The other three
working groups are: Online Learning/
DL; Financial Accountability;
and Continuing Education/ Adult
Education.
• The district will prepare a Long
Range Facilities Plan to the Ministry
by February 2020.

submitted
Bindu Yoga Studio is now four
years old, and filled with different
kinds of yoga classes as well as dance
and fitness. Owned and managed by
Jess Duchart, Bindu is located at 5676
Winlaw Bridge Road, just behind Mama
Sita’s restaurant.
Jess opened the studio as part of
her own journey on the healing path,
and to provide a sacred space for
yoga and other community events.
Since then, Jess has completed her
200 hours of training and is furthering
her yoga education by teaching , as

well as participating in her second
training here in the Kootenay area. Jess’
classes are grounded, clear and softly
strengthening, imbued with her love
for the practice.
Brooke Ebert moved from Prince
George to the Winlaw area in 2014.
Brooke’s lineage is the Hatha and
Ashtanga traditions. Twice a week
Brooke offers a lively and strengthening
class guaranteed to make you sweat. She
has been teaching for over six years, her
goal with every class is to make you feel
good in body, mind and spirit. Brooke’s
vitality and spark is infectious.

Tyson Bartel has been practicing
yoga and Thai massage for 25 years.
His classes are beginner friendly and
reflect the needs and interests of the
students. Each class is unique, with
the inspired intention to be in present
moment awareness with breath and
movement. This embodiment of yoga
restores self regulation in the nervous
system, a key to self healing and self
actualization. Tyson believes that
experiencing yoga together can awaken
community potential in new ways.
Hamsa Eliza has been teaching
for over 20 years. Certified in classical

Ashtanga, Hatha and Kundalini
traditions, she is offering Kundalini
Yoga as a weekly class. She works as a
yoga therapist with specific interest in
yoga for women’s health, chronic pain,
mental health and addiction. Hamsa
leads trainings and retreats both locally
and abroad.
Each teacher offers a heartfelt and
knowledgeable class to assist in your
physical, mental and spiritual health.
The team of teachers welcomes you to
the studio. Check out the website www.
bindustudio.ca or the public Facebook
page.

Bindu Yoga Studio in downtown Winlaw

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph

K&A

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

Darrell A. Olsen

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior
renovation needs:
- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377
Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
VOG 1R0		

Cell: 250-265-1342
Phone:250-265-4621

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Kaslo Housing Society update
The Kaslo Housing Society and
Housing Coordinator Kevin Flaherty
are working on several innovative
projects and ideas to help alleviate the
housing crisis in our community.
This year’s KHS Annual General
meeting is scheduled for March
11, and we are planning a separate
public meeting in early May. The
purpose of the May meeting will be to
familiarize community members with
the programs we are working on and
to show some plans for an affordable
housing project for the property we still
refer to as ‘Lovers,’ a 0.8 acre parcel of
Village land behind the public works
yard. In the fall of 2018 the society
signed a 99-year lease for this parcel
of land with the Village.
Our proposal for this land will
directly respond to the criteria of
the most recent BC Housing request
for proposals. To accommodate
community needs, the units will
benefit single persons and families
of varying ages, sizes and levels of
income. We have engaged a surveyor
and an architectural firm to work on
site capacity and early design and are
thankful to CBT for their support for
this aspect of the pre-development
work.
We are, however, facing serious
and expensive site development issues,
in particular the access (roadway) and
water hookup. The adjacent Villageowned land is encumbered with
the same development challenges;
when we solve the access for Lovers,
neighbouring lands will benefit.

The KHS board believes that the
development of the Lovers piece
belongs in this larger context. We are
very interested in working with the
Village and its residents to develop a
community-supported vision for that
larger parcel of municipal land.
Our Housing Coordinator for
Kaslo and Area D, Kevin Flaherty, is
also actively pursuing an adaptation of
a Whitehorse-based program that seeks
to provide reliable and sustainable
housing for those most in need of
shelter in our community. The program
is called Landlords Working to End
Homelessness (LWEH). It provides
supportive housing to persons who
may be hard to house due to a poor
housing record, poverty, stigmatizing
health conditions, addictions or mental
health challenges.
The LWEH program allows
KHS to support persons in need
without having to own buildings.
The way it works is that KHS leases
an adequate unit from a landlord for
at least one year, during which KHS
assumes responsibility for timely
rent payment and repair of damages
caused by the tenant or guests of the
tenant. Any person selected to receive
housing through the LWEH program
must participate in receiving support
services and case management.
A third avenue that Kevin Flaherty
is exploring is in response to an
emerging trend. We are being told by
seniors who own property that they
feel forced to sell their homes and
leave Kaslo in order to be able to pay
for more appropriate accommodation.

For many of these persons their modest
home is their only financial asset.
Kaslo Housing Society is in
discussions with the community and
with Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation (CMHC) to create an
innovative program that will allow
seniors to stay in their Kaslo and
area homes while adding additional
dwelling units (such as a laneway
home or alterations to the existing
home) to their property. The program
has three key elements:
1. Renovating or otherwise altering
existing senior-occupied homes to
make them more suitable for Aging
in Place.
2. Constructing additional
accommodation on their property. In
some circumstances it might be more
desirable and affordable for the senior
homeowner to move into the newly
constructed, smaller, efficient, more
accessible accessory dwelling and rent
the existing home to a family or several
single tenants.
3. Leveraging the existing property
to ensure that these changes are
created and kept affordable for future
generations.
If you have questions about these
initiatives call 250-353-8868, email
info@kaslohousingsociety.org or
come to the KHS AGM on Monday,
March 11, 7 pm at the Kaslo Seniors
Hall. If you’d like to work with us,
please consider becoming a director
of the society. We are especially
looking for skill sets and backgrounds
in construction, site development and
online media.

submitted
Whether it’s a downtown core,
plaza or waterfront, outdoor public
spaces help shape the livability and
attractiveness of communities. Now
local governments and First Nations
communities in the Columbia Basin are
invited to make these places even better
by accessing Columbia Basin Trust’s
new Community Outdoor Revitalization
Grants.
This three-year, $6-million program
helps communities create welcoming,
safe and vibrant multi-use outdoor
public spaces that support community
gathering and programming. These
spaces enhance community pride,
engage residents with each other and
the community, draw in tourists and help
support local businesses. “Communities
around the Basin have expressed the
importance of their outdoor public

spaces to the social, cultural and even
economic fabric of their communities,”
said Johnny Strilaeff, CBT president and
CEO. “Through this program, we’ll be
supporting their priorities, increasing
the value of our region’s public spaces
and creating more opportunities for
interaction.”
Municipalities, regional districts and
First Nations communities can apply
for up to $500,000 to create, restore or
enhance an outdoor multi-use space. In
addition, the Trust will provide up to
$10,000 for planning and design for First
Nations communities and communities
with populations under 5,000.
Nakusp is enhancing its downtown
with support from the Trust, and with
input from residents. The project
includes revamping the village’s main
street and adding elements like benches,
ornamental lighting, curb extensions,

signage, landscaping and opportunities
for public art.
“The extensive public engagement
and planning process resulted in a
plan that achieved the desired results:
a more pedestrian-friendly downtown
environment and a streetscape that is
aesthetically pleasing and functional and
that retains the community’s heritage
and culture,” said Nakusp Mayor Tom
Zeleznik. “Once completed it will
provide a welcoming atmosphere to
visitors and a place for locals to stop
and chat. This downtown enhancement
project shows the community and area
that people, groups and organizations
can work together to achieve desired
goals.”
There is $2 million available in this
first intake, which closes June 14. Learn
more about the program and how to
apply at ourtrust.org/corgrants.

submitted

Outdoor gathering spaces to get a facelift

Douglas James
Stark
b. Jan. 12, 1954
d. Feb. 8, 2019
On January 12, 1954, an energy
source transformed, resulting in
the birth of Douglas James Stark.
On February 8, 2019 that energy
source once again transformed.
Born in Barrie, Ontario, Doug
was to meet his future wife and soul mate, Susan Kinzie, at
the local skating rink when the were just a couple of tweeners
looking to find their “Night Moves.”
Over the course of years they chased one after another across
the country until finally settling together in the Kootenays in
1992. In 1996 they acquired Lakewood Inn, where, on June
20, 1998, Doug finally made an honest woman of Susan.
Doug loved to get out on the road with his Harley gleaming
in the sun and run the routes thru the Slocan and Kootenays.
He loved to slip off alone in the summer, with the boat, out to
the middle of the lake and skinny dip when it got too hot. He
seemed to be at his apex of happiness at their epic New Years
Eve parties surrounded by his wife and friends. To share a can
of Kokanee with him on the porch looking out over the lake,
the peace and serenity of his face, was an envious experience.
Survived by his loving wife Susan, sister Nancy Findlay
(Howard), brother Ross Stark (Rosemary), brother Al Stark
(Beth) step children Rachael Kimola, Kyle Kimola (Kara) and
granddaughter Kaelynn Kimola.

Nakusp has added new lighting and sidewalks as part of its downtown enhancement project. Communities are now invited to apply for funding to
improve their outdoor spaces through Columbia Basin Trust’s new Community Outdoor Revitalization Grants.

A memorial for Doug will be held at the Kaslo Legion Hall on
March 2, 2019, from 2 - 4 pm.
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Japanese teaching student at Lucerne completes his term
warm and welcoming reception he’s
received here. Now that his term is
up, he wishes he didn’t have to leave,
though of course his wife Mao will
be very happy to see him. “I think I
got used to it pretty quickly and I love
the small community in New Denver
and Silverton, or this area. I definitely
like this size of town better compared
to the big city. It’s more relaxing and
quiet and people are always trying
to help each other, they support each
other. That’s the best part of being in
this small town for me. That doesn’t
really happen in Japan in the big
cities.”
Ishikawa studied English as a
second language in public school –
mandatory now for all Japanese high
school students – and then went on to
further English studies at university,
completing a four-year teaching

degree. After graduation he worked
for five years at a Japanese high school
before seeking a work placement in
Canada. He had never heard of New
Denver before being placed here by
an international teachers’ agency. It
was his first time living and working
in an all English-speaking social
environment. Despite so much study
of the English language, though,
he wasn’t prepared for the slang
Canadians use in their daily speech.
“I only studied English from a
textbook in my school so there was
no slang in the textbook we used in
Japan. It’s really different from the
English in a textbook. So at first I
was very confused, it took some
time for me to get used to this kind of
slang. Some people don’t enunciate
or pronounce words clearly, so that
was hard for me. It was a perfect
opportunity for me to learn a lot of
English phrases and words—even
from students.”
But it’s not a problem unique
to Canada. He says in Japan older
people often complain of the Japanese
slang used by younger people, just
as older people here often speak
differently than the youth. Ishikawa
takes it all in stride. “I guess language
keeps changing from generation to
generation.”
Ishikawa’s wife Mao has visited
Canada twice, although her visits
were to Vancouver and Calgary in the
summer and for Christmas. Coming
from such an urban culture, at first
it was hard for her to understand the
appeal of small-town life in New
Denver. But once again the warmth
shown her husband won the day.
“My wife is starting to be interested
in moving to this area; now she
understands that people and nature
are really nice in this town.”
So he hopes to return. Many of
his new friends here feel the same.
Katrina Sumrall says not only was
he a great help to her as a teacher’s

Upcoming workshop:
Pruning of Trees & Fruit Trees

Instructor: Mario Lanthier
Date: Saturday, March 16th
9 am – 4 pm
(includes ½ hour lunch break)
Location: Silverton Gallery (408 4th St)
Silverton, BC

Course Outline: This one day workshop will review important concepts such as good tree
structure, what to cut and where to cut, as well as pruning tools and their maintenance. We will
review the pruning practices that improve cropping on fruit. There will be a strong focus on the
modern thinking for pruning – minimizing cuts so the tree can heal rapidly. A hands on portion will
be included to practice concepts. Beginner to advanced pruners will benefit from this session.
Mario Lanthier is the owner/operator of CropHealth Advising & Research, based in Kelowna. The
company offers services related to plant health throughout Western Canada. Mario’s company
offers regular training and advice on tree pruning to nurseries, public agencies and landscape
maintenance companies throughout British Columbia.
Class Size: 20 max, registration required
Cost: $20-$40 sliding scale
Brought to you by Harvest Share
Please call Bree at 250-354-8120 to register
or email newdenver@wildsafebc.com

assistant, he’s also become a close
friend of the family. Ishikawa hadn’t
been aware of the Japanese-Canadian
history here prior to his arrival, but is
glad to have learned about it. “I find it
important to know that sad and heavy
part of history. It’s important to tell
the history to the next generation.”

Does he have any final words
for his friends and hosts? “I
really appreciate everyone was so
supportive to me and everyone was
very welcoming and warm. Actually
I don’t want to go back to Japan yet;
one year was too short for me to stay
in this town.”

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

by Art Joyce
New Denver is about to lose
one of its international visitors. Yu
Ishikawa, a graduate student from
Yokohama, Japan, has completed
his one-year residency at Lucerne
school as a teacher’s assistant. He’s
been assisting Katrina Sumrall with
grades 5 and 6 and occasionally helps
out with grade 9 and 10 social studies.
Ishikawa says it’s been an amazing
experience to become part of the
community, especially coming from
such a large city.
“The population of Yokohama
is about three million,” he explains.
“In New Denver there’s only about
500 people, so it’s almost 500 (times)
smaller compared to my hometown.
That was a big culture shock for me
at first.”
What made the difference was the

Japanese teaching student Yu Ishikawa has just finished a one-year English immersion
teaching residency at Lucerne school.

Youth skills park coming to Mt. Abriel
by Katrine Campbell
Young people in Nakusp and area
will soon have a place to build their
mountain biking skills while having
fun and being physically active. The
Nakusp and Area Bike Society were
successful in their request for a CBT
grant of $25,000 from the PLAYS
(Physical Literacy and Youth Sport)
fund to build a youth bike skills park.
It will be located at the Mount Abriel
Recreation Site (MARS), 8 km north
of Nakusp on Hwy 23.
“The skills park will be comprised
of several progressive jumps, drops,
and features that are all professionally
planned,” says NABS President
Tucson Zoll. “It will also incorporate
an adaptive mountain bike, and ‘Run
Bike’ component that will help prepare
children and youth of all ages to ride
the trails.”
Total cost of the park will be
$112,615; Zoll says additional
funding is in the works but hasn’t
been confirmed. The design is still

being refined according to the terrain:
“always an ongoing process of
creativity!”
The skills park is part of NABS’
larger Mount Abriel project which
was started in 2017. The final plan
is to have around 50 km of mountain
bike trails ranging from beginner
to advanced, and including trails
for adaptive mountain bike users. A
campsite has been developed at the trail
location, and further facilities such as
a day use pavilion will also be added.
NABS “is really excited about
the recreational opportunities and
economic benefits that this brings to
our area. We are so grateful to CBT,
and all of our funders for helping to
make this a reality.
“We would also like to encourage
people to show their support for the
project by purchasing their annual
Nakusp Bike Society memberships.
This demonstrates to our funders that
there is local interest and support for
the project.”

