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District Governor Bev Reed gave an informative and interesting presentation to the Nakusp Rotary Club, October 23.

by Jan McMurray
Fair Vote Canada volunteers Ann 

Remnant and Sjeng Derkx gave a 
presentation at the Vallican Whole 
on October 25 about proportional 
representation and the BC Referendum 
on Electoral Reform. Ballots have 
arrived in the mail, and must be 
returned to Elections BC in the 
envelope provided by November 30.

“Fair Vote Canada is a grassroots 
o rgan iza t ion  advoca t ing  fo r 
proportional representation throughout 
Canada at all levels of government,” 
Remnant explained. She said she 
and Derkx, along with many other 
“moms and pops” across the province 
who feel strongly about proportional 
representation, have been working 
hard to raise awareness about the 
opportunity the BC referendum 
provides to change our current ‘first 
past the post’ (FPTP) system with 
a proportional representation (PR) 
system.

“A lot of people are very 
disillusioned with the current system,” 
Derkx said. “People under 45 – less 
than half of them vote every election. 
It’s not a good sign of a healthy 
democracy.”

Remnant and Derkx outlined the 
problems with our current FPTP voting 
system, as follows. 

There are a lot of wasted votes 

Local Fair Vote reps talk proportional representation at the Vallican Whole
– many people’s votes simply don’t 
count. 

We frequently end up with false 
majority governments, where, for 
example, a government with 40% of 
the votes gets 100% of the power. 

The system forces us to vote 
strategically, so instead of voting 
for the candidate of our choice, we 
vote for another to prevent our least 
favourite candidate from winning. 

The system also results in “policy 
lurches,” which can be expensive. 
For example, the Harper government 
eliminated the long form census and 
now Trudeau is bringing it back. 

Finally, FPTP encourages hyper 
partisanship and polarized politics. 
Vallican resident Marcia Braundy said 
she went to question period in Victoria 
a year ago and was “appalled by the 
rude and disgusting remarks being 
made, towards women in particular.”

Remnant showed a clip of former 
MLA Corky Evans speaking at a 
Fair Vote event at Lakeside Park 
on September 25 about the toxic, 
uncooperative culture at the legislature. 
“There is a cafeteria in the basement 
and they sit on opposite sides,” he said. 
“Everyone is looking to see if you are 
talking to the bad guys. I think they 
all came with the integrity to believe 
in something and say it out loud but 
they come into a culture where talking 

to those folks is not only irrelevant but 
it’s dangerous to your career.”

Remnant  and  Derkx  then 
explained proportional representation 
(PR), where the number of votes 
determines the number of seats a party 
gets in the legislature. “30% of our 
votes equals 30% of the seats equals 
30% of the power,” Derkx said. This 

is the key tenet of the system.
Voter turnout is higher, and 15% 

more youth vote in PR countries than 
in FPTP countries. More women and 
minorities are elected under PR.

Strategic voting is eliminated. “PR 
is easier for voters because we don’t 
have to vote strategically. All those 
worries are gone – you can just vote for 

who you want,” Remnant said.
‘Policy lurch’ is also virtually 

eliminated. Government policies are 
more stable.

The only western democracies still 
using FPTP are Canada, the USA, and 
the UK. Ninety-four countries in the 
world use some form of PR (no two 

continued on page 6
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by Jan McMurray
The October 20 civic elections 

brought some big changes to New 
Denver and Nakusp councils, and 
smaller changes to Silverton, Slocan, and 
Kaslo councils, and the School District 
10 board of education.

New Denver has a brand new mayor 

Local elections bring changes big and small to our local governments
and council. Leonard Casley is the new 
mayor, elected with 62% of the vote (165 
votes). He won out over incumbent Ann 
Bunka, who received 38% of the vote 
(101 votes). The new councillors are 
Colin Moss (85.7%; 228 votes); Vern 
Gustafson (69.2%; 184 votes), John 
Fyke (62.8%; 167 votes), and Gerald 

Wagner (52.6%; 140 votes). George 
Meier (49.2%; 131 votes) and June 
McMillan (42.9%; 114 votes) were not 
elected. Voter turnout was very good at 
76% – 266 people out of a possible 349 
went out to the polls. New Denver had 
the highest voter turnout of all elections 
in the Valley Voice coverage area.

Tom Zeleznik is the new mayor of 
Nakusp, with 83.6% of the vote (561 
votes). Bob Lafleur, the other mayoral 
candidate, received 15.8% of the vote 
(106 votes). The new councillors are 
Susan DeSandoli (74.7% or 501 votes); 
Janis Neufeld (66.6% or 447 votes); 
Joseph Hughes (61.5% or 413 votes); 
and Aidan Mclaren-Caux (54.4% or 
365 votes). Councillor candidates not 
elected were incumbent Len Heppner 
(239 votes), incumbent Bill Tobey (238 
votes), Reny Kitto (198 votes) and Lee 
Rooks (76 votes). Voter turnout was 
53%. There were 671 votes cast out of a 
possible 1,270.

In Silverton, Jason Clarke returns 
as mayor. He won the election with 80% 
of the vote (68 votes) while the other 
mayoral contender, Don Broughton, 
received 20% of the vote (17 votes). All 
councillors were elected by acclamation: 
Leah Main and Arlene Yofonoff are 
both returning, and Kerry Gordon and 
Tanya Gordon are new. Voter turnout 
was 61%. Out of 140 eligible voters, 85 
cast their ballot.

In Slocan, Jessica Lunn was re-
elected mayor by acclamation. The 
three returning councillors easily won 
back their seats, so the race was between 
the two new candidates, Ezra Buller 
and Denise Dufault. Buller won with 
76 votes (65%) compared to Dufault’s 
73 (62.4%). Joel Pelletier got 97 votes 
(82.9%); Madeleine Perriere got 91 
votes (77.8%), and Burly Van Bynen 
got 85 (72.6%). Voter turnout was 48%, 
with 117 people out of 242 casting their 
ballots.

Kaslo’s council is full of familiar 
faces. Suzan Hewat is back as mayor, 
with 45% of the vote (260 votes). Andy 
Shadrack came a close second with 247 
votes (42.7%) and Pat Mackle trailed 
behind with 68 votes (11.8%). The four 
councillors are Molly Leathwood (428 
votes; 74%), Kellie Knoll (404 votes; 
69.9%), Henry Van Mill (386 votes, 
66.8%), and Robert Lang (321 votes; 
55.5%). Councillor candidates who were 
not elected were John Rasmussen (229 
votes; 39.6%), Michael Halliday (135 
votes; 23.4%), and Geoffrey Halliday 
(105 votes; 18.2%). Voter turnout was 
69% – 578 votes were cast out of a 
possible 842.

In School District 10 Arrow Lakes, 
the two elected at large trustees are 
Christine Dixon-Grout (622 votes; 
49.4%) and Lora Lee Brekke (528 votes; 
50.4%). The other two unsuccessful 
contenders for the two at large seats 
were Aidan McLaren-Caux (404 votes; 
38.5%) and Judy Struck (392 votes; 
37.4%). Melissa Teindl (central zone), 
Rhonda Farrell (eastern zone) and 
Danyea Simon (southern zone) were all 
elected by acclamation. Voter turnout 
for the SD10 election was 20%. Out of 
a possible 5,200 voters, only 1,048 cast 
their ballots.

In School District 8 Kootenay 
Lake, Slocan Valley trustee Sharon 
Nazaroff and Kaslo & Area D trustee 
Dawn Lang were re-elected by 
acclamation. Also acclaimed were Bill 
Maslechko (Nelson/ Belby Point), Sheri 
Walsh (Nelson/ Bealby Point), Lenora 
Trenaman (east shore and north shore), 
and Becky Coons (Creston). Elected 
by voting were Susan Chew (Salmo, 
Taghum and Blewett), Cody Beebe 

(south rural zone) and Allan Gribbin 
(south rural zone).

Regional District of Central 
Kootenay Areas D, H, and K directors 
were all re-elected by acclamation. 
Aimee Watson returns to represent the 
people of the North Kootenay Lake 
area; Walter Popoff returns to represent 
the people of the Slocan Valley and 
Bonnington; and Paul Peterson returns 
to represent the people of the Arrow 
Lakes. Other rural area directors are: 
Garry Jackman (Area A East Shore); 
Tanya Wall (Area B Creston area); 
Adam Casemore (Area C Creston area); 
Ramona Faust (Area E Balfour area); 
Tom Newell (Area F Nelson area), Hans 
Cunningham (Area G Ymir and Salmo 
areas); Andy Davidoff (Area I Castlegar 
area); and Rick Smith (Area J Lower 
Arrow/ Columbia).

Resounding 
no for Winlaw 
mosquito control 
by Jan McMurray

Mosquito control will not be 
happening in the Winlaw area. In the 
referendum on the subject on October 20, 
the overwhelming majority of Winlaw 
area residents voted no.

The number of ‘no’ ballots cast was 
339 (74%); the number of ‘yes’ votes was 
118 (26%). Three ballots were spoiled. A 
total of 460 people voted out of 1,107 – a 
41.5% voter turnout.

“I was impressed by the high voter 
turnout for the referendum,” said Area 
H Director Walter Popoff in an RDCK 
press release. “The community has given 
us their clear and decisive direction on 
this issue.”

The referendum question asked 
if residents were in favour of a bylaw 
establishing the Winlaw and Area 
Mosquito Control Service at a maximum 
annual cost to taxpayers of .41 per $1,000 
of assessed property value within the 
service area, or $74,400 in total. The 
service area was defined as the area 
extending from north of Vallican to 
just south of the Village of Slocan. The 
eligible voters in the referendum were 
the residents and property owners in the 
proposed service area.

In 2003, a referendum on this same 
issue failed by a clear majority (67%).

Area H Director Walter Popoff 
agreed to have another referendum 
this year when he was presented with 
a petition in favour of mosquito control 
with 200 signatures. The RDCK board 
hired Morrow Bioscience Ltd. to 
complete a feasibility study, which was 
presented to the community at Winlaw 
Hall on April 26 this year. 

The feasibi l i ty  s tudy cost 
approximately $6,000, and was paid 
for out of the RDCK’s feasibility study 
fund, which all RDCK property owners 
pay into. 

The referendum cost approximately 
$4,000-$4,500, reports Randy Matheson, 
RDCK regional chief elections officer, 
and will be paid for out of the Rural 
Administration service, which only 
rural RDCK property owners pay into. 
If the referendum had been successful, 
the cost of the referendum would have 
been paid for by the property owners in 
the service area.
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by Moe Lyons
On October  17,  the  day 

Canada’s new cannabis legislation 
became law, the Kootenay Outdoor 
Producers Co-op held their very first 
annual general meeting upstairs at 
the Nelson Chamber of Commerce. 
About 50 people were present at this 
historical event, and several others 
attended online. 

The meeting was chaired by 
Todd Veri from Kaslo, president and 
spokesperson of the organization.

T h e  A G M  o p e n e d  w i t h 
a “financial update” rather than 
the usual financial report with 
statements, largely because most 
of the money discussed is not yet 
actually held by the organization. 
The co-op’s money is being run 
through Lofstedt Farm’s account 
(controlled by Veri), as the co-op has 
not yet been able to convince their 
preferred banker, Nelson District 
Credit Union, to take them on as a 
client. Now that the industry is legal, 
Veri says he is hoping NDCU will 
come on side. If necessary, the co-
op will approach other credit unions 
in the area. 

Veri reported the co-op’s income 
so far as about $53,000: about 
$40,000 from 17 early investment 
shares, and around $13,000 from 
about 140 founding members. 
Expenses total about $44,000: 
$24,000 has been spent to date 
(about half of which is lawyers’ 
fees), plus anticipated upfront lease 
costs of $20,000. This leaves about 
$10,000 in the bank.

The plan is for the co-op to be 
capitalized with 300 investment 
shares at $4,900 each. At one point, 
there were 150 shares claimed, but 
that number has dropped to 132, 
which would provide $646,800 in 
capital. The co-op is confident the 
numbers will increase now that the 
process is actually underway. Until 
the co-op has a bank account, it is 
not asking founding members to 
come up with the money for their 
investment shares. Thus the majority 
of the capital on which this venture 
will run exists only on paper. 

Veri announced it looks as if 
the co-op will have a home as of 
October 29. They are negotiating a 
two-year lease for a 10,000-square-
foot facility (5,000 sq. ft. outdoors 
and 5,000 sq. ft. heated Quonset) 
with Bar-T5 Agra Services in Salmo. 
Later in the meeting, Veri said 
the location has a drawback – the 
quonset hut on the property cannot 
be used year around for trimming 
and drying because the landlord uses 
it for storage in the winter.

The co-op has already hired two 
nursery managers, Lief Mjolsness 
and Ryan Barron, and will be hiring 
initial staff within the next weeks 
and months. “Every worker who is 
ever going to work on their own will 
need to have security clearance,” 
Veri said, although there might be 
instances where being accompanied 
by someone with a clearance may 
suffice. Although the co-op is 
currently committed to paying for 
the employees’ clearances, no one 
at the meeting knew how much 

these clearances will cost, and Veri 
admitted “the co-op needs to develop 
policies and procedures around 
this.” There will initially be seven 
security clearances, for the five board 
members and the two managers. 
More will be added as needed. 

Veri says that in conversations 
with Health Canada, it has become 
clear that outdoor operations were 
not factored into the government’s 
overall picture, and were a last-
minute addition. “We’re still in a 
state of flux,” states Veri. “There 
has been chaos around this for years. 
We need to be flexible and open-
minded.”

However, he has managed to find 
out that one of the co-op’s farms has 
to be the “central farm.” The co-op 
has its eye on a home base they 
hope to acquire by next fall, a “very 
attractive property” about 20+ acres, 
near Nelson. 

The co-op has had about 30 
farms apply, and expects to have 60 
by spring. These farms have not yet 
been visited, but can be now that 
the law is in place. Each small farm 
involved will have a separate licence 
and will have their own security 
clearances. Thus far, eight of the 
farms are organic, the remainder 
transitional. The intention is for all 
the crop to be organically certified. 

When it comes to the product, the 
co-op has put out a call and found a 
number of “genetics.” So far they 
have 10 strains of local cannabis 
“proved to be finishers.”

So what’s next? First come the 
equipment and lights for the nursery. 
A projected 100,000 small clones 
will be coming on stream in April or 
May. Half of these are to go to farms, 
and half will be packaged in four-
packs and mailed directly for home-
growing. On the farms, after the 

approval forms and certification are 
sorted out, fencing and site setup will 
begin in the spring. These costs will 
be the responsibility of the individual 
farms. The co-op is hoping the bank 
will allow small loans to growers, 
with the co-op’s backing.

The main work force will consist 
of 20 full-time workers and about 50 
casuals, and the pay scale will have 
only two levels: skilled workers at 
$55/hour, and unskilled workers at 
$35/hour. Much of the work is “very 
seasonal,” and trimmers will be paid 
by the pound. While the proposed 
wages look good, the co-op, which 
is partnering with Work BC, sees 
some “serious challenges” finding 
enough workers, particularly since 
they will be competing both with 
the black market and with indoor 
grow ops that operate year-round. 
Besides, says Veri with a chuckle, 
“It is exceptionally difficult in the 
Kootenays to get people to work.” 
There will be a probationary period 
for employees.

M a r k e t i n g  s h o u l d  s t a r t 
“sometime next summer.” The co-
op will go onto social media as soon 
as they have something to show. 
They may be able to sell some clones 
online in the spring, and they expect 
to get their product to retailers in 
September or October.

How will the business be run? 
The board will hire the managers. 
Only after all the managers have 
been hired will they hire a General 
Manager, who will oversee all the 
operations.

Two new board members were 
elected at the meeting. Laurie 
McDonald, executive director of a 
non-profit in Ymir, has extensive 
experience working with boards. 
She has experience writing grants 
and fundraising and has managed 

large-scale projects. She says she is 
“super-stoked about the model and 
keeping it local.” Carrie Nichols is a 
bookkeeper and has a good grasp of 
financial statements. She has worked 
on several boards, and has worked 
for 10 years for a registered charity. 
She lives in Salmo and has been in 
the Kootenays for 20 years. These 
two join Todd Veri, Cristin Williams, 
and Andrew Green. 

Veri said the co-op has received 
“lots of push-back” on its call to 
ban hemp in the West Kootenays. 
He said the concern was about 
cross-fertilization ruining the crop, 
and what they really wanted to 
stop was hemp seed production. 
What he hadn’t realized is that there 
are people growing “feminized 
hemp” with a high CBD content, for 
medicinal purposes. He clarified that 

Kootenay Outdoor Producers Co-op marks cannabis legalization day with first AGM
the co-op has no problem with these 
operations.

The final item of business was 
the logo contest. The winning design 
won by a considerable margin and 
was created by Louis Forté. He will 
receive $1,000 up front and further 
payment for any modifications 
required.
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Chef Brodie Boland and our wonderful kitchen team have created a new menu that 
is sure to please everyone’s taste buds! Check our Facebook page for details.

Mosquito 
Referendum Vote

I wish to thank all voters who 
turned out for the referendum vote on 
the mosquito issue. People participated 
because they wanted a voice and that 
voice spoke. I also thank those who 
were able to lend a helping hand to 
inform people of the real issues regarding 
mosquito control. Businesses that 
allowed information flyers to be present 
in their place of business for anyone who 
wanted more information, thank you. 
Not everyone will be pleased with the 
outcome of this vote, but equalitarianism 
spoke.

Maggie Teiner
Winlaw

A Matter of 
Focus

Vision is often a matter of focus; 
the difference between the end of 
your nose and a distant horizon. In 
terms of meaningful and measureable 
climate policy, Canada and many of the 
Provinces cannot escape the end of their 
collective nose. The information from the 
UN’s IPCC report is not new, it re-affirms 
what is already known. The missing link 
is vision and the political will to make 
a change.  That change needs serious 
participation from us all. We all need to 
consider what is beyond the end of our 
nose. There could be a future; but first 
we need the vision.

Ron Robinson
Nelson

Make corporations 
pay for plastic

Urged  by  vo te r s ,  va r ious 
governments have attempted, with 
varying degrees of success, to hold 
corporations responsible for their 
products.

We have seen the tobacco industry 
pay towards the health care costs incurred 
by smokers.

More recently, the BC government 
has initiated efforts to take the 
pharmaceutical companies to task for 
their alleged indiscriminate distribution 

of opiates.
My attention was drawn to a recent 

survey which identified five major ‘food 
and drink’ companies as the primary 
source of discarded plastic products – 
64% of all collected. In order they are 
Nestle, Tim Horton, Pepsi, Coca Cola 
and McDonald’s!

With a mass of evidence proving 
the deleterious effect of plastic on our 
ecosystem, perhaps the time has come 
for voters to insist that our elected 
representatives to do something about 
them!

Mike George
Nakusp

IPCC Report is 
bleak

The latest Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
Report is out and friends, it is bleak. 
But it also gives cause for hope if we 
answer the imperative call and act on 
climate immediately. 

The world has already warmed by 
1 degree Celsius and this report states 
that we could reach a disastrous 1.5 
degrees in a mere 12 years. We must 
cap our greenhouse gas emissions in the 
next 15 months and cut our emissions in 
half by 2030. If we don’t and we reach 
1.5 degrees, we’ll see severe impacts 
including food shortages, deadlier 
storms, increased poverty, and several 
hundred million lives will be at risk

If we are going to cap emissions, 
sequester greenhouse gases, and mitigate 
impacts, we need to act from a place of 
fierce hope and strategic, determined 
creativity.  Here are a few ways:

Vote
Call your MLA: tell them to act on 

climate-destroying methane
Divest from fossil fuels
We must shift sectors from relying 

on fossil fuel to using clean energy, waste 
reduction, and recycled materials.

Shift from industrial agriculture to 
small-scale local production.

Price pollution.
There is not a moment left to lose.  

Yvonne James
Nakusp

Supports Pro Rep
Recent election results show that 

Canadians increasingly don’t just vote 
for two ‘big tent’ parties anymore. 
We have become more choosey, but 
our voting system was built for only 
two parties. The consequence is that 
extremists, who may win a few seats in 
Europe, can grab all the power here, even 
if most of us voted against them. And it 
happens! Both Donald Trump and Rob 
Ford gained all the power, even though 
the majority voted for someone else. 
That can all too easily happen in BC as 
well. And once extremists have all the 
power, can we be sure that they will let 
us vote them out again? Our ‘first past 
the post’ voting system has served us 
well in the past, but its inability to deal 
with the way we vote these days has 
made it a danger to democracy itself. The 
proportional voting systems maintain 
local representation, but also guarantee 
governments which are supported by 
the majority of our votes. Canada is a 
country of moderates, and when all our 
votes count, extremists don’t stand a 
chance. I will support pro rep. An ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

Sjeng Derkx, 
Nelson

Plus ça change...
One hundred years ago, in 1919, 

William Lyon Mackenzie King 
proclaimed that 1921 would be the 
last election held under FPTP. Once 

elected, he lost his appetite for change, 
declaring that the Liberal Party was in 
favour of proportionality, in principle 
only. A few years later, facing election, 
King again promised Pro Rep, only to 
break his promise a second time.

If this sounds eerily familiar, that’s 
because Justin Trudeau used almost 
identical words to promise that 2015 
will be ‘the last election under FPTP.’ 
Remarkably, both PMs formed all-
party committees to study the subject, 
only to shelve the findings.

And it’s not just the Liberal Party. 
Rachel Notley’s NDP government in 
Alberta quietly pulled electoral reform 
from the party policy book when the 
polls were looking good. Stephen 
Harper famously said that “many 
of Canada’s problems stem from a 
winner take all style of politics”.

Plus ça change...
We have a historic opportunity 

before us in BC right now. With a little 
ink mark on a piece of paper, we can 
change the political landscape.

Pro Rep systems produce more 
collaborative governments, they 
attract politicians who are willing to 
work together. Voter turnout increases, 
especially for youth. Pro Rep systems 
elect more women and minorities, 
they protect us from extremists and 
they offer stable policy that lasts. Pro 
Rep systems ensure that all our votes 
will count.

I will be voting for Proportional 

Representation and I hope you will 
too. Let’s not wait another century. 

Ann Remnant
Nelson

Minister Mungall’s 
Town Hall Meeting left 
me hangin’ on the line

In Minister Mungall’s telephone 
town hall meeting October 15, 52% of 
callers said their main concern is the 
environment, and yet she fielded a single 
question on the issue.

At that same moment the House of 
Commons held an emergency debate on 
last week’s IPCC report calling for urgent 
action to keep global warming at the 1.5 
C threshold.

The IPCC report confirms the 
concerns of Mungall’s constituents: we 
are not moving fast enough to effectively 
lower our greenhouse gas emissions. 
Indeed, Mungall’s ministry is moving 
backwards by approving over $5 billion 
in financial incentives for the Kitimat 
LNG project – this on top of the hundreds 
of millions of dollars given annually in 
subsidies to the fossil fuel industry in BC. 

The one environment question 
in the town hall referenced the green-
tech sector, which gave Mungall the 
opportunity to tout the Innovative Clean 
Energy (ICE) Fund. Unfortunately 
ICE has provided merely $10 million 
annually to clean-tech over the last 10 
years. This is clearly dwarfed by the 
massive suite of fossil fuel subsidies, tax 
breaks and royalty credits given away 
each year.

If Mungall’s government is truly 
committed to reducing emissions and 
positioning BC as a champion of the 
clean energy economy, they would have 
a clear plan to honour Canada’s G7 
commitment to phase out fossil fuels by 
2025. That would be truly listening to 
her constituency.    

Dona and Paul Grace-Campbell
Kaslo



November 1, 2018   The Valley Voice  5LETTERS

Agriculture 
Committee does 
good work

This summer the provincial 
government’s Select Standing Committee 
on Agriculture, Fish, and Food consulted 
with small-scale meat producers/
processors to make recommendations 
on the local meat industry in BC.  We 
attended the local session in Castlegar 
with several other local stakeholders 
from the region.

As a vocal critic at times of the 
current regulatory environment for meat 
processing it is only appropriate that I 
also show appreciation for the gestures 
by our current government to address 
the challenges that face traditional, 
small-scale meat shops.  After travelling 
extensively this year to learn about food 
processing systems and regulations 
in Europe it became clear that not all 
jurisdictions have the accessibility that 
we do to our governing bodies.  In 
general, while traditional craft is often 
protected from over-regulation in the 
regions we visited, the ability to consult 
and complain directly to those officials 
that create and enforce regulation was 
almost unheard of.

The committee has released its 
report for those interested, and has 
concluded with 21 recommendations, 
many of which, if implemented will have 
a positive effect on local food security 
in rural BC.  Regions with existing local 
production could anticipate benefits from 
promotion of the “Buy BC” program, 
and enhanced skilled labour and training 
availability.  Other regions, like the West 
Kootenays, that have never recovered 
from the effects of the creation of Meat 
Inspection Regulation may hope for 
more Class D/E licenses, streamlined 
governance and inspection services, 
and generally more support for farm 
gate sales with increased food safety for 
local consumers.

Of course many of us who have 
farm-based heritage don’t care for the 
nefarious implication that uninspected 
meat is ‘black market,’ but all things 
considered there is hope for a future 
of local meat production again with 
government engagement like this. I 
commend the Ministry of Agriculture 
for their support for our industry so far, 
and implore them to implement these 
recommendations.

Kyle Wiebe
President, BC Meatworks 

Beasley

Please help Nakusp 
RCMP in McNeill 
family home 
investigation

My husband Dr. Colin McNeill and 
I lived in Nakusp on the Arrow Lakes for 
30 years from 1971 until he was forced 
to retire in 2001. My husband’s patients 
spanned the whole area up and down 
the Arrow Lakes and also over to New 
Denver, Silverton, Slocan; up to Trout 
Lake and as far away as Revelstoke, 
Vernon, Calgary, and Nelson, Trail, 

Creston areas. His patients returned from 
far and wide to visit him when he worked 
in the community. In their gratitude to 
him he received many, many gifts from 
his patients. His memories of these times 
and his family time in the community 
are his gifts.

They say it takes a village to 
raise a child. With all our friends and 
neighbours, we raised six children in 
the community. Our children attended 
school and all extracurricular activities so 
that our friends and neighbours became 
their friends and neighbours and remain 
so today. Our lives and happy memories 
are intertwined with Nakusp as we have 
maintained a strong connection to our 
community. We retained our family 
home in Nakusp. We pay our Village 
property taxes. 

In our home we have all our personal 
belongings, photographs, paintings, our 
children’s tokens, gifts, cards and school 
mementos from their different grades 
that were given to us, their parents, as 
our children grew up. Our happy family 
memories are wrapped up within these 
belongings.

It is devastating to know that our 
privacy has been breached as our home 
has been broken into and vandalized. 
There is evidence of possible predation 
as someone older had to be involved. 
We know that all our belongings have 
been rummaged through and scattered 
among the children in the village. 
Unfortunately for us, many things may 
not be considered precious to others, but 
they are precious to us.

Please assist the RCMP in their 
investigation. By assisting them, you 
are helping us. If your child has or has 
received an unexplained belonging – 
whether it is a card, poem, drawing, 
photograph, piece of jewellery, some 
décor item or some other inconsequential 
unexplained item, please place it in a box 
or bag and drop it off to the police station.

To our friends and neighbours: We 
are grateful for all your help and your 
support of our family.

Sherri McNeill
Vancouver

Single women 
deserve their homes

When I first heard that two 
candidates for New Denver Council 
thought the problem of a lack of housing 
in the village was caused partly by too 
many widowed women living in large 
houses, I had a hearty laugh. They 
reportedly thought the situation could 
be relieved by asking single ladies to 
move into smaller houses. I thought it 
was a joke. It was only after I read the 
letter by Morgen Bardati in your previous 
issue, that I recognized it wasn’t. Since 
I wasn’t at the meeting, I’ll assume 
here Ms. Bardati’s account was correct. 
Before Council (inadvertently, I’m sure) 
finds itself pressuring widows (and 
presumably other single women) out 
of their homes, perhaps this innovative 
idea should be followed out to its 
logical extensions.  To start off with, 
suppose the women refuse to budge? 
(As a member of the targeted group, 
I would advise that there is a high 

likelihood of this.) The plan would 
come to nought.  Unless, hmmm ... the 
Village could put out a friendly pamphlet 
encouraging single women, especially 
widows, to give up their homes so 
that married people could move in 
who would be useful in increasing the 
village population. Even single men 
would be a better use of the space. 
Once the single women understand 
that the whole Village would be better 
off if they would move, some probably 
will. But what about the stubborn 
ones? Imagine the inequality!  Some 
of them would move into Council 
approved abodes, while others would 
scandalously continue to enjoy 
their gardens, their pets, the space 
they have developed around them. 
Perhaps a couple of Councillors could 
visit each recalcitrant woman and 
explain to her that she would be more 
than compensated for this loss by new 
friendships in the budding colony 
of single women in small houses.  If 
that doesn’t dislodge them, Council 
would be at a disadvantage, for it has 
no mandate to interfere in the personal 
lives of villagers other than to enforce 
the laws of the municipality.  And 
there would also be squabbles 
over how much space is too much. 
This could be easily solved, however. 
Council could pass a bylaw regulating 
how much space a single woman would 
be allowed to take up in the Village. 
But — alas and alack — by then the 
obstreperous females would already be 
holding the Councillors’ toes to the fire in 
court. If anyone is wondering where that 
would go, get on the Internet and take a 
peek at the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms.

Anne Sherrod 
New Denver

Laird Creek 
watershed logging 

In the October 18 edition of the 
Valley Voice (p.23) you published a 
short piece on the information camp 
set up at the bottom of the logging 
road leading to the Laird Creek 
watershed. Included was the following 
quote from Bill Kestell, operations 
manager for Cooper Creek Cedar, Ltd 
which we think is highly misleading: 
“I’m not saying people are saying, ‘Cooper 
Creek Cedar you are wonderful coming 
here to log,’ but the engagement process 
has been pretty positive and respectful. 
They don’t agree with everything but 
we’re talking and explaining things 
and hearing their points as well.”  
Laird Creek water users are upset to 
hear any suggestion that we in any way 
support Cooper Creek Cedar’s plans in 
our watershed. Keeping communications 
respectful is one thing, but there have 
been no positive results from any talks, 
from our point of view. It’s worse than 
incorrect to say that we “don’t agree 
with everything,” because actually we 
do not agree with anything Cooper Creek 
Cedar has planned in Laird Creek. We are 
completely opposed to, and appalled by, 
the plans to re-open the de-activated, re-
contoured road above the 2011 landslide 
into the creek. Situated in and above 

unstable Class V terrain, this road and 
the clear cut above it which caused the 
landslide was done by British Columbia 
Timber Sales (BCTS), the previous 
tenure holder. The water supply from 
the creek was un-potable for months in 
2011 and again for weeks in the spring 
of 2012. Local water users talked and 
talked with BCTS, and now with Cooper 
Creek Cedar—it was, and still is, a very 
frustrating and fruitless experience. 
We feel that this is a conflict situation 
based on power, and that there is no 
real “engagement process.” The highly 
unequal, government-subsidized 
favouring of timber values above all 
others in domestic watersheds can’t 
be talked away, or overcome with 
politeness. Nobody is going to end 
up feeling good about this. The 
professional reliance model, under 
which industry licensees make all the 
significant decisions about how to log 
a domestic watershed, has left water 
users powerless and feeling seriously 
at risk of degraded water quality, again. 
Similar unjustified claims for “positive” 
public engagement have been made by 
licensees and Ministry employees in the 
past. We are very sorry to see history 
repeating itself in so many ways here in 
Laird Creek.

Al Walters
Laird Creek Water Users

Fed up with 
alternative medicine

I am so fed up with people who 
trash modern medical practices in 
favour of alternative medicine. Did you 
really think Reiki would repair your 
torn anterior cruciate ligament? You 
have poor eyesight. Do you expect a 
faith healer or a shaman to spit on the 
ground and mix up some mud to put in 
your eyes so you could see again, like 
Jesus did? (John 9:6). Do you expect  
aromatherapy to cure a kidney infection? 
Over the last hundred years  medical 
research has given us sanitation, 
vaccination, insulin, antibiotics, 
and water purification.  Modern 
technology has given us X-rays, ECG, 
EEG, MRI, ultrasound, pacemakers, 
defibrillators and telemetric heart 
monitors. Medical research has 
made possible heart transplants, lung 
transplants, kidney transplants, liver 
transplants, bone marrow transplants 
and joint replacements. Do you really 
want to go back to cholera epidemics, 
polio epidemics, rampant infant 
mortality, tuberculosis and the black 
plague? Come to think of it, when is the 
last time you saw someone with leprosy? 
Today, a child with cystic fibrosis can 
expect to live to maturity, AIDS patients 
can live a pretty normal life, syphilis 
can be treated and phenylketonuria can 
be prevented. It wasn’t a shaman or 
a faith healer or the Dalai Lama who 
accomplished all these miracles. It 
wasn’t even Jesus. It was modern 
medical science and modern technology. 
Sure there have been errors. We thought 
DDT would save the world and it was a 
disaster. We thought thalidomide was a 
blessing and it was a curse. We thought 
stilbestrol would work wonders and 

it backfired. And even that universal 
panacea, antibiotics, led to antibiotic-
resistant bacteria and problems we had 
not even dreamed of. We don’t know 
everything. Doctors are not God. We’re 
still learning. We always will be. And 
yes, we often have long waiting periods. I 
waited a year for a hip replacement. But 
had I lived in the US, I wouldn’t have 
had it at all. Couldn’t afford it. Heck, 
I can’t even afford a new toilet seat! 
Oh, I agree: Rudolf Steiner had the right 
idea: eat local organic food, eat your 
fruit and vegetables fresh and raw, eat 
vegetarian. Yes, eucalyptus oil works 
for a bad cold or a sinus infection, and 
many chemo patients, fibromyalgia 
patients, and multiple sclerosis 
patients find relief in “edibles.” But 
does that mean we should abolish 
insulin and offer diabetics aromatherapy 
or a joint? I’m  just  asking! 
If you find relief in Reiki, foot reflexology, 
osteopathy, homeopathy, aromatherapy, 
blue-green algae, Carbon 60, yoga, 
acupuncture or Thai massage, bully for 
you! I am very happy for you. But that 
does not give you the right to trash the 
medical system and the doctors who have 
given us so much and to whom so many 
of us owe our life.

Elsje de Boer 
Fauquier

Mosquito 
referendum

I hear that even though someone 
was caught stealing signed petitions 
opposing mosquito control, this fact 
was ignored – that thousands of 
taxpayer dollars were spent doing 
a feasibility study re: using BTi to 
control mosquitoes, money that would 
have been better spent on health care, 
transportation, education, housing, 
etc. – that people living downstream 
from the proposed ‘spray zone’ were 
not allowed to vote even though they 
would be impacted by the chemical 
leaching into the river.

Is this an example of the democratic 
process at work in the Slocan Valley? 
Since mosquito control was soundly 
defeated a few years back, why were 
we considering it again? Another 
question. People move to the country to 
get away from the city. So why do they 
then want to make the country as sterile 
as the city? Insects of all stripes are an 
essential part of the environment. If we 
want to live in the country, we need to 
learn to live with them.

Personally, I grew up in muskeggy 
northern Alberta where mosquitoes, 
noseeums, sand flies, and other 
biting insects were a fact of life. This 
was long before DEET or any other 
bug repellent was available or even 
invented. We wore long sleeves, long 
pants, something on our heads during 
buggy times.

Fortunately, the referendum to 
control mosquitoes using BTi was 
defeated. A big thank you to all Slocan 
Valley residents who were allowed to 
vote and voted against another chemical 
onslaught on our fragile environment.

Shirl Bayer
Passmore
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countries use exactly the same PR 
system), and not one has gone back to 
the FPTP system.

The mail-in ballot for the 
referendum has two questions. In 
question 1, voters are asked which 
system they want: the current First 
Past the Post voting system or a 
proportional representation voting 
system. The answer that gets the 
majority of the votes (50% + 1) will 
win.

Question 2 asks which PR system 
you prefer out of a choice of three, 
and asks you to rank them. Remnant 
said it is not mandatory to answer this 
question, and many people are relieved 
when they hear this. She also said 
that if you vote for FPTP in question 
1, you can still answer question 2. If 
the majority of people vote for PR in 
question 1, we will adopt the system 
that gets the most votes in question 2.

Both Remnant and Derkx urged 
people not to get overly concerned 
about question 2. “It doesn’t really 
matter which system we get,” Derkx 
said. “It doesn’t make that much 
difference. These things evolve. 
Whichever system we choose will 
evolve. Keep the big picture in mind. 
Question 1 is the most important.”

Remnant and Derkx said their 
preference is the Rural-Urban system, 

“but I will be delighted if we get one 
of the other ones. There is nothing bad, 
nothing scary,” Remnant said.

Derkx explained that the three 
systems proposed on the ballot all meet 
certain criteria that were determined 
in the public engagement process 
launched in November last year, led 
by Attorney General David Eby.

“In the survey, we said we want to 
keep our local representation. We want 
most of our votes to count. We want 
to vote for real people. We want it to 
be simple to use. We don’t want more 
politicians,” Derkx said. “Attorney 
General David Eby has said all three 
systems will give proportional results; 
no region will have fewer MLAs 
than it has now; and there will be no 
significant increase in the total number 
of MLAs.”

Derkx described all three systems 
as “FPTP Plus” – “because FPTP 
is good for local representation. We 
keep our local representatives and add 
proportional representation.”
Dual Member

In the Dual Member system, we 
would double the size of the ridings 
and each riding would have two 
MLAs. Two existing ridings would be 
amalgamated into one. The first MLA 
would be elected by FPTP, and the 
second one would be elected based on 
the province-wide outcome. Electing 
the second MLA adds proportionality. 
Both MLAs in the new, bigger riding 
would be from the riding. People 
would get one vote only, so would 
vote for two representatives with one 
vote. BC’s very largest ridings would 
not change and would continue to 
elect only one candidate via FPTP. In 
response to a question from the public, 
Remnant said, “This one gives us less 
choice. You can’t vote across party 
lines and you only get one vote.”
Mixed Member

In the Mixed Member system, we 
would elect both a local candidate a 
regional candidate. Ridings would 
be 40% larger than they are now. Six 
ridings would become four, and there 
would be four local MLAs and two 
regional MLAs. The two regional 

MLAs ensure proportionality.
Rural-Urban

In the Rural-Urban system, we 
would have different systems for 
rural and urban ridings. Rural voters 
would use Mixed Member (described 
above), and urban voters would use 
STV (Single Transferable Vote). 
Ridings would be 20% larger than 
they are now.

Local Fair Vote reps talk proportional representation at the Vallican Whole
If a PR system is chosen, there 

will be an all-party committee that 
will “sit down together and hash out 
the details,” Remnant said, and the 
Electoral Boundaries Commission will 
decide on the boundaries of the ridings. 
Derkx added, “There will be public 
consultation. There will be a process. 
It will probably take about a year.”

If we choose PR, there will be 

another referendum after two elections.
To help with question 2, take a 

survey at referendumguide.ca to see 
which of the three systems fit best with 
your values. Watch a video at facebook.
com/doubleblindscience, or watch the 
videos on the Elections BC website. 
You can also read the ‘How We Vote’ 
report and recommendations by the 
attorney general at engage.gov.bc.ca.

continued from page 1

by Art Joyce
A ‘kill switch’ for Wi-Fi is being 

installed in WE Graham classrooms in 
Slocan as a result of parental concerns 
about their childrens’ exposure to 
microwave spectrum radiation. 
Principal Mike Hurley said the school 
district always tries to see issues from 
both sides and is willing to respect 
parents’ concerns whether the district 
agrees with them or not. 

“It seemed a fair and reasonable 
compromise,” said Hurley. “So that, if 
the teacher is using it, and needs to have 
the kids accessing it, then we turn it on, 
and if not, which is most of the time, 
then we turn it off. It’s not convenient, 
so we’re not choosing the convenient 
route, but it’s respectful and responsible 
to our children and their parents.”

Winlaw Elementary is another 
school in School District 8 that had 
a ‘kill switch’ installed in 2013 in 
response to parental pressure. This was 
completed by the time current principal 
Jon Francis arrived. He says parents 
seem to be happy with the switch and 
for him it’s a non-issue. “I mean that’s 
kind of all I know here, that’s the way 
it’s been since I’ve been here.” 

School District 8 policy supports 
“seamless access to web-based 
technologies, rather than… periodic use 
of technology in dedicated computer 
labs or single user classroom stations. 
It is understood that wireless networks 
allow schools to offer enhanced 
learning opportunities in a flexible 
environment.” However, according to 
Superintendent Dr. Christine Perkins, 
“The North Slocan region is unique and 
we remain flexible to support parents 
and families in that area.” 

C a n a d i a n  r a d i o f r e q u e n c y 
radiation expert Dr. Magda Havas 
of Trent University has written in an 
‘Open Letter to Teachers and School 
Boards Regarding Wi-Fi Networks in 
Schools’: “Children are more sensitive 
to environmental contaminants and 
that includes microwave radiation. A 
wireless computer (Wi-Fi) exposes your 
entire upper body and if you have the 
computer on your lap it exposes your 
reproductive organs as well. Certainly 
this is not desirable, especially for 
younger children and teenagers. For 
this reason we need to discourage the 
use of wireless technology by children, 
especially in elementary schools.” Dr. 
Havas and many other international 
experts recommend a wired connection 
if possible for children. 

Individual school boards across 
Canada and elsewhere have had to 
grapple with the growing body of 
scientific literature – now numbering 
into the thousands of studies – linking 
microwave exposure to biological 
effects. Already by January 2005, the 
Vancouver School Board had passed a 

Parental concerns lead to Wi-Fi switch at WE Graham school 
resolution that prohibits construction of 
cellular antennas within 1,000 feet (305 
metres) of school property. 

Like WE Graham and Winlaw 
Elementary, the Ontario English 
Catholic Teachers Association 
(OECTA) has favoured having Wi-Fi 
‘kill switches.’ It issued a policy paper 
advising the precautionary approach 
in classrooms: “Controls for Wi-Fi 
would best be guided by the ALARA 
principle (As Low As Reasonably 
Achievable), as well as by applying 
the concept of prudent avoidance.” 
Ontario Catholic schools are instructed 
to use their existing “fully-wired 
Ethernet infrastructure,” and, “where 
new network connections are required, 
add to the existing wired network by 
running new wiring to that location.” 

Another option recommended by 
OECTA is the use of power-line 
Ethernet adaptors that make use of 
existing school wiring. 

Close on the heels of the US 
National Toxicology Program study 
released in 2017 showing definite 
links with RFR exposure to cancers 
in laboratory mice, Dr. Anthony 
Miller of the University of Toronto 
announced at scientific conferences 
that the science on wireless radiation 
has reached a “consensus of risk.” This 
was corroborated by a statement from 
Physicians for Safe Technology that, 
“It appears that we are at the same 
point of emerging science similar to 
early recognition of health impacts 
associated with tobacco, asbestos, coal 
dust and lead.” 

by Katrine Campbell
The question of whether to renovate 

Bosun Hall or to tear it down and build 
a new one will be up to the new New 
Denver council. 

The Village of New Denver has 
determined that the cost of the first phase 
of renovations – to pour new foundations 
and build a new roof – would be in the 
range of $600,000 – $700,000. The cost 
to renovate the walls is still unknown, 
as the only way to study them is to 
knock holes in them. Area residents got 
a chance October 15 to check out the 
preliminary plans for a new hall. During 
two meetings (one in the afternoon, 
one in the evening), Lukas Armstrong 
from Cover Architectural Collaborative 
presented the feasibility report, showing 
an estimated cost of $2,129,419.

Those at the meetings were told the 
cost for demolition was $90,000. The 
new building alone would be $1,570,640; 
fixtures, fittings, equipment, lighting and 
sound would add another $60,000, 

Bosun Hall studies done: 
time to choose an option

but could be phased in over time if 
the Village were short of funds. The 
balance of $420,247 would go to service 
costs: site prep, septic, utilities, survey 
and geotechnical, fees (architectural, 
structural, mechanical, electrical and 
civil engineering), plus contingencies.

However, if built to Step Code 4, the 
hall would use 40% less energy.

The current Bosun Hall is about 
3,100 sq ft. The proposed new hall would 
be about the same size on the main floor, 
but the mezzanine and balcony would be 
opened up and a basement built.

The new council will decide which 
way to go. Staff will present them 
with all the information collected from 
studies and from public input, along 
with their recommendations for further 
consultation with the public, now that 
the costs for both options have been 
revealed. 

The feasibility study is available on 
the Village website at newdenver.ca; look 
under Public Notices.

submitted
Farmers raising small animals, 

including goats and sheep, have 
an excellent opportunity to gain 
knowledge of the fundamentals about 
animal health, disease prevention and 
nutrition. Dr. Glenna McGregor, a 
veterinary pathologist with the Ministry 
of Agriculture, will visit Nakusp on 
Saturday, November 3 for a free one-day 
workshop. 

McGregor, who works at the Animal 
Health Centre in Abbotsford, has a range 
of experience from disease management 
to determinants of animal health and 
well-being. She is visiting the region 
to provide knowledge and agricultural 
extension services to local farmers. 

“This is a very special opportunity to 
have a face-to-face learning opportunity 

Free animal health workshop in Nakusp
with an expert,” says Rachael Roussin, 
coordinator of the Kootenay and 
Boundary Farm Advisors Program. 
“We always learn something at these 
events that can save time, money and 
production efficiencies. Furthermore, 
there is a lot of value in making personal 
connections between producers and 
experts, as the experts can provide 
support and information down the road 
as issues arise.”

The workshop is sponsored by the 
ministry and lunch is included in the 
all-day workshop, November 3, held 
at Selkirk College in Nakusp. Local 
producer Deborah Ross has coordinated 
the event and registration is required. To 
reserve your seat, please email Barbara 
Ross at barbross60@gmail.com or call: 
250-265-7044.
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I want to express my heartfelt thanks to the voters 
of Kaslo. I am honoured and humbled that you 
have placed your trust in me.
The support I felt on Election Day was incredible 
and I owe it to you.
With your trust, I will work tirelessly on your behalf 
to address challenges, and to secure lasting and 
meaningful improvements to Kaslo.
Not only am I thankful for your support, but 
also for all the candidates who offer to serve 
our community and seek solutions for public 
problems. It is not easy to put oneself out there 
in such a public forum, so I give credit to those 
with the initiative to do so.
Again, I thank you for the opportunity to be 
committed to Kaslo.

- Henry Van Mill

submitted
Pickleball is a sport played with 

a paddle larger than a table tennis 
paddle on a badminton court with a 
net like a tennis net and a ball much 
like a wiffle ball. It thus claims to be 
five sports in one. Pickleball started 
in Washington State and was named 
after the originator’s dog. Gathering 
an army of fans, it first invaded 
the western states, becoming so 
popular it became part of the school 
curriculum. It has since reached 
every part of North America with 
currently more than 4,000 venues 
in use.

It is a myth that the game is only 
for seniors. Indeed, it is an easier 
game for the elderly than tennis is 
while giving similar exercise, but 
anyone who can get their nose above 

Pickleball: an explanation and an invitation
a ping pong table and hold a paddle 
is able to play the game. It is quite 
popular with travellers, campers 
especially, with courts being built 
at RV resorts and near campgrounds 
across the continent.

Pickleball Kaslo began in April 
this year, using JV Humphries’ 
school gyms. During summer break, 
members joined forces with the West 
Arm pickleball group who use the 
modified facility in Balfour, where 
they painted lines for four pickleball 
courts over two existing tennis 
courts. As well, the Kaslo Tennis 
Club offered one pickleball court 
over an existing tennis court. While 
many veteran tennis players do not 
like the pickleball invasion, this is 
the most efficient and least costly 
approach to providing play for both 

sports in smaller communities.
Players have since (brrr) returned 

to the school gyms. Pickleball Kaslo 
is growing quickly and hopes to 
find recreation partners, sponsors 
and grant funding for a new outdoor 
facility. Current thinking is to 
accommodate pickleball, tennis 
and basketball with a micro version 
of the just-opened Nelson venue. 
Perhaps more sports should take 
advantage of such an initiative and 
your ideas or questions are welcome 
at pickleball@kaslo.org.

Or,  jus t  come and play! 
Registration is only $5; a drop-in 
fee of $2 is charged for the nights 
you play. Members play Tuesdays 
and Thursdays until Christmas break 
at JV Humphries school, 500 6th 
St., Kaslo. The gyms are at the back 

and parking is available next to the 
soccer pitch. Besides opening the 
door to these facilities, registration 
guarantees you will know about 
schedule changes, and some are 

coming.
A special open house with free 

instruction and play is planned for 
some time in November. Watch for 
an announcement.

Alison Miller, Ian Falle, Rick Galbraith and Dianne Wilton enjoy a game of pickleball on opening 
night of the fall session in the big gym at JV Humphries School in Kaslo.
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submitted
After one of the busiest years 

on record (2017), Kaslo Search 
and Rescue is on track to break 
that number in the next few weeks. 

Kaslo Search and Rescue working hard to keep area safe
Aside from a hectic training schedule 
and new certifications for their 
technicians, the team continues to 
respond to motor vehicle accidents, 
mountain rescues, lake rescues and 

other emergencies that fall into their 
area of responsibility.

While the organization was able 
to benefit from a solid intake of new 
recruits (10 additional members 

that are GSAR certified) and train 
them at the beginning of this year, 
the demands of the volunteer roles 
always mean that there is a place for 
new members.

“In the past the nature of the 
roles we play has forced us to be 
generalist in training. Today however, 
the size of the organisation and the 
demands put on it require that we 
start streaming technicians into areas 
of key responsibilities,” said Stefan 
Lettrari. “We are working hard, 
together with other SAR teams in the 
area, developing focussed swift water, 
mountain rescue and helicopter long 
line teams who are all capable in more 
fine-tuned disciplines. We hope to 
stream technicians into focussed areas 
which makes it more exciting for new 
applicants also.”

The quality of training for new 
members qualifies them at the leading 
edge of the industry in each discipline 
and allows them to be productive 
volunteers.

For more information on how 
to volunteer for Kaslo Search and 
Rescue, contact: 250-353-2917.

• Kaslo Search and Rescue reminds 
you that with winter approaching, it is 
time to get your vehicle serviced 
to make sure it is in the best shape 
possible for the extreme climate we 
experience. Don’t forget that some 
form of snow tire is now mandatory on 
the passes around Kaslo and the safest 
option is a tire with the mountain 
and snowflake logo on it. In order to 
maintain control of your vehicle in 

snowy and icy conditions, make sure 
all four tires are the same pattern and 
similar tread wear.

For more information, visit 
facebook.com/kaslosar

Members of the Kaslo Search & Rescue participate in an extraction exercise.

submitted
The Friends of the Lardeau River 

have invited Dr. Michael Proctor to 
be their November presenter. ‘The 
Cooperation and Science Fix for Grizzly 
Bear Conservation Issues’ will be his 
topic November 6, 7 pm at the Argenta 
Hall and everyone is invited to attend.

Proctor is part of the Trans-Border 
Grizzly Bear Project which has been 

What to do with all the bears?
researching conservation issues and 
implementing a comprehensive program 
to reduce human/bear conflicts for over 
a decade in the trans-border region 
… across several small, fragmented, 
threatened populations. Monitoring 
has found clear evidence, he says, 
that efforts to reduce conflicts have 
resulted in reduced mortality, increased 
connectivity, and improved habitat 

effectiveness resulting in increased 
reproduction and survival and improved 
conservation status. 

The program includes strategic 
private land purchases to reduce human 
densities in wildlife corridors, efforts 
to secure bear attractants where human 
settlement and agriculture exists, and 
non-lethal management of conflict 
bears and more. Attractant management 
includes cost-share electric fencing and 
other techniques, bear-resistant garbage 
containers, and deadstock containment. 

However, Proctor says, several 
challenges remain “including a plethora 
of offspring from females living adjacent 
to agricultural areas … What to do with 
all the bears?”

submitted
Build your awareness of Kaslo 

and Area D’s Health Services. On 
Wednesday November 7, from 10 
am to 3:30 pm, there will be an open 
house at the Kaslo Primary Health 
Centre, combined with the annual flu 
shot clinic. This is your chance to meet 
traditional and complementary health 
practitioners, and interact with other 
supportive services.

Learn about the services offered 
within the Primary Health Centre and 
through IHA. View displays from 
North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services Society, Hospice, Community 
Response Network, Emergency 
Services, Seniors’ Services, the 
Paramedicine Team, Mental Health, 

Learn about services at Health Fair
and many more.

Receive hearing tests, PRIME kits, 
chair massages, traditional Chinese 
treatments and vision assessments. 
Learn how music therapy, body 
therapies and essential oils can augment 
your health. See the schedule at the 
door for times and locations of various 
displays. (Some displays will change 
every hour and a half.) Your Health 
Passport will be your entry for the draw 
prize, and be a take-home reminder.

Enjoy snacks, learn about ways 
to enhance your health and safety and 
visit with friends. All are welcome 
at the Victorian Hospital of Kaslo 
Community Health Centre, 673 ‘A’ 
Ave. Sponsored by the Village Health 
Select Committee.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
FALL ARBOUR DAY

The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbour Day on Wednesday 
November 7, 2018. We will pick up all yard and pruning waste that is placed 
at the curb by 8 am. Please ensure that all branches are bundled and tied 
and all garden refuse (leaves, etc.) is bagged. Absolutely no household 
garbage or construction material will be picked up. Please ensure that all 
bundles and bags are an acceptable weight. Remember, you only have to 
lift one bag in comparison to the number our crew will have to lift.  Thank 
you for your cooperation.

OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS
All residents and visitors are reminded that outdoor burning is regulated 
within the Village of New Denver and permits are required for all outdoor 
fires except cooking fires. Burning permits for small fires (less than 3 feet 
high and 5 feet wide) to burn yard and garden debris are available at no cost 
from the Village Office until November 15. If wind and weather are keeping 
smoke too close to the ground an affecting your neighbours please wait for 
a better day to burn.

INAUGURAL MEETING OF NEW 
COUNCIL

In the recent 2018 municipal election, the voters of New Denver elected a 
new Council, who will be sworn into office at the Inaugural Meeting scheduled 
for 7:00 pm on Monday, November 5, 2018, in Council Chambers. Regular 
Meetings of Council will continue to take place at 7:00 pm on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of every month, in Council Chambers.

WINTER SNOWPLOWING 
REMINDER

The Village of New Denver reminds residents that snow removal is a priority 
over the winter months. The Village requests your cooperation in removing 
items from the lanes, alleys and boulevards so that plowing can be done 
efficiently and safely. If you are uncertain about an item please contact the 
Village office.

115 Slocan Avenue • P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 • office@newdenver.ca • www.newdenver.ca

THE VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• An extra long public participation 

period allowed for an extended and, 
at times, heated discussion about 
the upcoming cell phone tower. 
Ricole Cabodyna, an RDCK resident, 
asked when the installation would be 
completed (CAO Gordon: most likely 
not until January or February 2019); 
if council would allow Cabodyna 
or Daphne Fields to “educate” them 
on studies about the risks of EMF 
(Mayor Lunn: this request should be 
made of the new council); if the tower 
would be a “controlled environment” 
where radiation was measured and 
documented (CAO Gordon: this would 
be a question to ask Telus). 

Kevin Millership, a resident of 
Brandon in the RDCK, said “it disgusts 
me and revolts me” that there had been 
no open house about the cell tower. 
“Shame on you” he said, “for not 
allowing us to talk to Telus.” Mayor 
Lunn replied, “We did receive a ton 
of community input” and forwarded 
all of it to Telus. Councillor Pelletier 
reminded Millership that there was a 
lot of public demand for cell service 
and it was council’s job to represent 
the town. Millership told council the 
science on the dangers of cell tower 

Slocan council, October 9: Heated discussion about cell tower during public time
radiation was “so beyond your scope… 
you need guys like me and Ricole 
who have read thousands of pages” on 
the issue. Since the tower was a done 
deal, Millership suggested council 
“bring some awareness” by informing 
residents of radiation danger, including 
that cell phones should be kept 5/8” 
away from the body at all times. He 
asked for information on total EMF 
radiation in the Village. Ezra Buller, 
candidate for council, asked about 
data on average community levels. 
Mayor Lunn said there was no data 
on this and talked about how small the 
Village’s tower would be compared to 
cell towers in Greenwood and Grand 
Forks. Cabodyna called radiation from 
multiple sources “a stacking thing” and 
said this radiation had been proven to 
be carcinogenic. Mayor Lunn replied, 
“a lot of things are carcinogenic… 
bacon… the sun… It’s a matter of 
looking at the whole picture.”

• Council was delighted to accept 
an offer from FortisBC to change the 
bulbs on the Village-owned streetlights 
when the company changes all its own 
streetlights to LED, though Councillor 
Pelletier noted that they had been 
looking into “putting in solar.” About 
half the streetlights in town are owned 

by Fortis and half by the Village. It 
costs “over $1,000 to swap out one 
bulb when we call,” CAO Gordon 
said. Streetlight electricity is the most 
expensive item on the Village power 
bill. 

• A letter from Selina Robinson, 
Minister of Municipal Affairs & 
Housing, said Slocan will get a $7,500 
Infrastructure Planning Grant. A 
consultant will be hired to create an 
asset management plan.

• Council directed staff to contact 
the Slocan Valley Outriders about their 
request for directional signs for the 
SVO grounds. 

• Council gave first two readings 
to a zoning amendment bylaw which 
would permit building sites of at least 
13,200 square feet (four lots) in the 
Core Commercial C-2 zone to include 
up to two accessory residential units. 
A public hearing about the zoning 
amendment bylaw will be held in 
council chambers at 6 pm on November 
13.

• The Fitness Centre Committee 
September minutes were received for 
information. A new commercial-grade 
spin bike and a set of 50 lb. dumbbells 
will be purchased with CBT funds.

• Councillor Patterson reported 
that the grand opening of the Slocan 
City Suites was a success and the 
project was “quite a feat for a small 
town like we are.” Council agreed to 
provide in-kind labour and equipment 

to grade the boulevard on the west 
and north side of the seniors’ housing 
development to provide access to 
parking spaces. Sharing the $2,000 
road crush costs with the Slocan 
Valley Seniors’ Housing Society was 
complicated by “the election process,” 
said Mayor Lunn. The Village can’t 
contribute any grants during this time. 
Instead, staff was directed to check the 
operations budget to see if $1,000 could 
be spared. 

• Council agreed that the Franklin 
family could place a memorial bench in 
the Slocan cemetery by the south fence. 
The bench has been custom-made and 
stores cremation ashes. 

• Councillor Van Bynen reported 
that he is no longer able to groom the 
ice at the tennis court rink. The Village 
will advertise in the newsletter for 
volunteers to take over the rink duties. 
Mayor Lunn thanked Van Bynen 
“for his huge service over the last 20 
years.” Van Bynen replied, “Thank 
you… for putting up with me all these 
years.” Councillor Pelletier reported 
Tyson Cormac, chair of the Affordable 
Housing Commission, has resigned. A 
call to fill the vacant seat will be placed 
in the newsletter. The commission will 
elect a new chair.

• Mayor Lunn gave a short speech 
thanking council for its work this 
term. Highlights include two Job 
Creation Partnerships, which invested 
$250,000 to create the Owl Walk & 

outdoor classroom and to expand the 
campground; the development permit/ 
water licence for the micro-hydro 
project and the grant of $2.3 million 
for that project (funds contingent on 
government approval of other details); 
paving of “significant sections of the 
village”; the Slocan City Suites seniors’ 
housing; the Legion Heritage Design 
Plan and a recent grant to renovate 
the exterior of the Legion Hall; and 
the Harold Street Concept Design 
and preparations for the Waterfront 
Development Plan. Lunn noted an 
uptick in homes being built and 
businesses moving to town.

• During public participation, Joyce 
Johnson said she wanted to “address 
how vibrant the town is.” She said 
Nancy Caldwell, a photographer based 
in Vancouver, wanted to do a project 
on Slocan as a “dying town.” After 
interviewing Johnson, Councillor Joel 
Pelletier, and others, Caldwell has 
decided to “adjust her project” because 
she can see Slocan is “a town that has 
gone through many booms and busts 
and now is on its way to another boom.” 

• Lunn also thanked retiring 
Councillor Jean Patterson. After the 
council meeting, CAO Gordon brought 
out a bottle of champagne and everyone 
in council chambers was invited to 
celebrate Patterson’s many years 
of service. Though stepping down 
from council, Patterson plans to keep 
volunteering in the village.

by Katrine Campbell
• Katrina Sumrall attended as a 

delegation (in place of Julia Greenlaw) 
to give council an update on the Organic 
Waste Diversion pilot project run by 
the Healthy Community Society. She 
thanked council for sending Recreation 
and Cultural Services Coordinator 
Amanda Murphy to Community Based 
Social Market (CBSM) training and for 
supporting the project. 

The official pilot project is ready 
to start. The main funder, the CBT 
Climate Action Program, insisted the 
society wait until after the CBSM 
training and strategy sessions. A survey 
will be carried out in New Denver.

The society has undertaken pre-
pilot experiments in New Denver 
and Silverton; Joracan composters 
were set up at John Fyke’s residence 
in the Orchard and Sumrall’s home 
in Silverton, and neighbours were 
invited to contribute food waste. Four 
more Joracans were to be brought 
in this month. Sumrall was the only 
applicant for the Waste Ambassador 
position; she has already undertaken 
this role unofficially for many years. 

New Denver council, October 9: Community composting pilot ready to start
She brought a bucket of black soil to 
show council, composted from waste 
from the school and from Garlic Fest. 

•  C o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d  a 
recommendation from the Committee 
of the Whole that 56 policy-related 
resolutions dating from 1982 to 2011 
be repealed. Staff noted it had been 
many years since the policy manual 
had been reviewed in its entirety and 
housekeeping was required. Some 
policies were no longer appropriate, 
some had been incorporated into 
bylaws and other documents, and 
some had been updated or replaced 
but older versions had never formally 
been repealed. The policies repealed 
covered the gamut from bears to 
wood stoves and staff noted that 
removing outdated policies “is good 
administrative practice and can reduce 
the Village’s risk exposure.”

• Heritage Advisory Commission 
Repeal Bylaw #718, 2018 was given 
three readings. The commission, 
established in 1999,  includes 
representatives from council, the 
Silvery Slocan Historical Society, the 
Kyowakai Society, LACE and the 

public. The BC Community Charter 
indicates the group’s purposes would 
be better served if it were a committee 
rather than a commission. An advisory 
committee can be established by 
resolution in the future.

• Council received the minutes 
of Rec Commission #6’s September 
26 meeting. New fitness equipment 
has been ordered for the gym; Janis 
Neufeld of Nakusp will likely be able 
to deliver a day or two of instruction 
early in the new year. Two adults are 
interested in getting a kids’ baseball 
program started next spring. The 
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society was 
unable to offer its Wild Night program 
due to adverse weather conditions and 
will be allowed to use the leftover 
grant funds for future programs. Fall 
grants (advertised elsewhere in this 
issue) have an October 26 application 
deadline.

• Council received for information 
the Revenue and Expense Report as of 
October 4, and a letter from Minister 
of Children and Family Development 
Katrine Conroy re: Foster Family 
Month.

We inadvertently ran last year’s council notes for 
both New Denver and Slocan in our last edition. 
The stories on this page should have appeared in 

our October 18 editon. 
We extend apologies for any confusion.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Consultants for Slocan’s Waterfront 

Development Strategy – Jason Jones, 
Larch Landscape Architecture, and 
Fraser Blyth, Selkirk Planning & Design 
– led a tour of Slocan’s waterfront on 
October 15. 

The Waterfront Development 
Strategy will be a long-term plan for 
the waterfront west of the mill site 
and will include conceptual drawings, 
cost estimates, and a report with 
recommendations.

About 15 people participated in the 
almost two-hour tour and discussion. In 
attendance were local residents, Mayor 
Jessica Lunn, Councillor Joel Pelletier, 
Public Works Supervisor Tim Hill, 
Susan McKenzie, Remax realtor for the 
Springer Creek Forest Products former 
mill site, and Ralph Tomlin, Springer 
Creek property manager.

The boat launch was described 
as a “pinch point” where safety is a 

Several members of the public toured the Slocan waterfront on October 15 with the consultants 
who are creating the Waterfront Development Strategy.

Slocan Waterfront Development Strategy: waterfront tour engages the public
big concern. Jones and Blyth agreed 
that there needs to be a “continuous 
pedestrian thoroughfare” between the 
beach and the rail trail. Boaters backing 
up cannot see pedestrians. The power 
line crossing the launch area is both a 
danger (if sailors don’t know to remove 
masts before driving under it) and a 
cause of congestion. Sailors must put up 
and remove their masts while tied up to 
the dock, a time-consuming procedure. 
Tim Hill said a lot of kayakers and 
canoers would like to have their own 
launch area on the east side of the public 
beach where the old dock used to be.

A more welcome main entry to the 
beach, possibly with a timber frame arch 
to celebrate Slocan’s logging history, 
would create a “sense of arrival,” said 
Jones. Blyth asked if the earth berm 
and the fence between the beach and 
the parking lot should be removed. 
Dave Bouliane pointed out that the 
berm is a windbreak, and others noted 

that the berm keeps the beach private 
and hides the parking lot. On the other 
hand, pedestrians on Harold and Arthur 
Streets and Delany Avenue are denied 
a view of the beach. Jones said he has 
ideas for ways to create a landscape 
buffer but open up the area so that there 
are more entries to the beach. 

Jones also suggested extending 
the use of the waterfront through the 
shoulder seasons and winter by adding 
a warming hut or windbreak. Residents 
were concerned that a hut would draw 
transients – already there are issues 
with people camping at the beach, in 
the gazebo, and at the Owl Walk. Jones 
said the shelter would not need to have 
a heat source or door; it could just be a 
place for skiers or snowshoers to get out 
of the wind.

Residents said they would like 
children’s and adults’ beach recreation 
areas to be separated, especially now 
that pot smoking is legal. A playground 
and family picnic areas could be 
created on the west side of the beach. 
Adding changing rooms, moving the 
beach bathroom closer to the launch, 
extending and rearranging the adult 
recreation areas, removing the power 
pole and overhead line, and burying the 
electric power to the washrooms were 
also discussed. Creating a walking/ 
biking trail along the waterfront to 
connect to the rail trail, and landscaping 
the former beach parking lot area were 
other ideas.

A design for the waterfront is 
complicated because the Village owns 
only the beach area and four lots on 
Main Street; no one knows what will 
happen on the adjacent lands owned by 
Canadian Pacific and Springer Creek 
Forest Products. For years, Canadian 
Pacific has not responded to requests 
for information about their plans for 
the land they own by the Village beach 
(part of the parking lot), and the former 
Springer Creek mill site is for sale. 

Ralph Tomlin, Springer Creek 
property manager, said, “We are happy 
to work with the Village on the planning 
process, keeping in mind that the owners 
would not like to see the value of the 
property eroded as part of the process.” 
Susan McKenzie, realtor, was also 

concerned that the waterfront plan 
would “de-value” the mill property.

Blyth answered that “it could 
work the other way too” – that a plan 
could add value to the surrounding 
land. He said it would be a “concept 
plan” and not binding. Once there is a 
community vision, he said there will be 
an opportunity for any new owner to 
work with the Village. Jones said once 
the Village has a long-term plan, there 
will be different ways it can move ahead. 
The Village could look into land swaps, 
land purchases, or agreements— for 
example to “formalize and consolidate” 
the parking arrangements. 

Another unknown is what will 
happen to the foreshore in front of the 
mill property. Springer Creek Forest 
Products currently leases the foreshore 
from the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations & Rural 
Development. 

Jones said he knows there is a 
desire to connect Tunnel Road (the old 
highway) with a trail along the foreshore 
by the mill site to the beachfront, “but 
we can’t dictate what happens on the 
mill site.” Jones said he would keep the 
design plan “fairly loose.” Blyth agreed, 
saying this design plan “deals with a lot 
of moving parts” and that they would 
have “a goal-based approach.” For some 
areas, he and Jones would just make 
general recommendations.

Blyth noted “the high level of 
community interest” in the plan. In 
addition to the tour, 160 area residents 
have responded to an online waterfront 
plan survey. Those responses 
are currently being reviewed for 

incorporation into the plan.
Jones and Blyth will present the 

draft Waterfront Development Strategy 
at an open house at 6 pm on November 
20 at the Slocan Legion Hall. The 
community will be able to make further 
suggestions at the event that will be 
considered for the final plan.

The Village of Slocan received 
a grant from the BC Rural Dividend 
Fund for the development of this 
plan and contracted Larch Landscape 
Architecture and Selkirk Planning & 
Design. The two firms created a design 
plan for Slocan’s commercial core on 
Harold Street earlier this year.

submitted
Want to learn more about how to 

apply for arts and culture grants delivered 
by the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance? Attend a free workshop with 
Krista Patterson, who will share how 
to apply and what to expect from the 
application process. 

Individuals working in all artistic 
disciplines as well as arts and cultural 
organizations residing in the Columbia 
Basin are invited to attend the 
workshops. The Columbia Basin Trust’s 
arts and culture grants are managed 
and administered by CKCA. The Trust 
proudly supports initiatives and projects 
that highlight Basin arts and culture, and 
for 2019/20, the arts and culture grant 
program allocation is $751,000.

Workshops are free. Pre-registration 
is required. Workshops start November 
8, in locations around the Basin and 
online. For dates, locations, and to 
register visit: www.basinculture.com.

More information and general 
funding policies are available online 
at www.basinculture.com. Further 
questions? E-mail wkracassistant@
telus.net or call 1-250-505-5505; toll free 
1-877-505-7355.

Working with community arts 
councils, individual artists, performers, 
writers,  and arts and cultural 
organizations, the goal of the Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance is to build 
long-term sustainability for artists and to 
strengthen and support arts and cultural 
organizations.

Free arts and culture grant writing workshops

Professional fitting, expert service.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

www.vincedevito.com

www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD

Check out our amazing slipper selection 
– cozy, warm, comfortable, durable and supportive. 
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Eleanor 
Marjorie Quirk

Eleanor was born in Horsforth, 
England, March 2nd, 1955 to 
parents Gwynneth and John Quirk. 
When Eleanor was 13, the family 
immigrated to Canada, settling first 
in Vancouver, and then in Steveston. 
As a young woman, Eleanor travelled 
through the Kootenays and decided 
right away that she would live there 
someday. In 1977 she moved to New 
Denver, where she worked as a nurse 
at the “old hospital.” She eventually 

left nursing to spend more time with her young children, after which time 
she worked as a midwife, a Reiki Master and a teacher of anatomy and 
physiology. Eleanor loved art and was always creating. She wrote every day, 
and loved to play music, knit, sew, draw, cook and garden. By the time she 
passed, Eleanor had been living with cancer for over 13 years. She died at 
home in New Denver, October 16th, 2018, surrounded by her children. She 
is survived by her children, Geoff, Zoë and Siri, her granddaughter Kaya, her 
mother Gwynneth, and her siblings, Ewan, Ruth and Eva. Our family would 
like to thank all of the friends, neighbours, community members and loved 
ones for their care and support over the past few months. Memorial service 
information to be announced.

With deep appreciation to all the 
Merchants, and congregation 

that sold tickets for the raffle for 
Robertson Memorial United Church

Without your continued  generous 
support we would not be so 

successful in our fund raising efforts.

The lucky winner was Cindy Fertato.

by Art Joyce
A small group turned up the 

morning of October 18 to protest the 
installation of a Telus cell tower on 
Hume Street in Slocan. Among them 
were parents who cited concerns 
about potential health risks to their 
children attending WE Graham 
school about 100 metres from the 
site. 

The protestors were disappointed 
that Village council turned down 
an offer by Telus to hold a public 

Protestors ‘Occupy Telus’ at Slocan cell tower site
meeting. An offer by resident 
Daphne Fields to present information 
to council was also declined. 
However, Mayor Jessica Lunn 
says the Village has received input 
from over 200 people. “All letters, 
emails and petitions have been read 
and forwarded to Telus. Telus has 
responded to written submissions. 
We also heard from members of the 
public at our council meetings.” 

Mayor Lunn says the Village 
sought a third party analysis of 

Health Canada’s Safety Code 6, 
which regulates radiation exposure 
standards in Canada. “The small 
antennae being installed will result 
in less exposure at base of pole than 
emitted by WiFi routers located in 
homes and schools (0.74% of Health 
Canada’s maximum threshold – and 
even less as you move farther away 
from the pole). This means that at 
maximum power of the site, the 
area at ground level with the highest 
exposure would be less than 1% of 
the maximum value (represented as 
100%) that Health Canada considers 
to be safe to occupy on a 24/7 basis.”

Yet several international experts 
have critized Safety Code 6. Dr. 
Magda Havas of Trent University, 
one of the country’s leading 
researchers on the topic, says the 
Health Canada guidelines are “totally 
arbitrary, they have nothing to do 
with science and they’re certainly 
not protective. Those guidelines have 
been in existence for a long time and 
they have no relationship whatsoever 
with the scientific research that has 
been done on the health effects.”

Kevin Millership said prior to the 
announcement that Slocan council 
had requested cell service from 
Telus, he’d only been vaguely aware 
of the issues, but has since found 
plenty of evidence to support his 
concerns. “Two $25 million studies 
just came out linking it to cancer. It’s 
not a possible carcinogen anymore, 
it’s a probable carcinogen.”

The placement of the cell tower 
so close to the school and the lack 
of consultation with neighbours 

of the site are other reasons the 
protestors are upset. They believe 
Telus could have co-located the cell 
transmitter on the existing CBC 
tower above the village but used 
loopholes in the regulation to avoid 
doing so. Regulations stipulate 
that an effort must be made to 
co-locate transmitters wherever 
possible. Correspondence received 
by Millership from Health Canada’s 
Consumer and Clinical Radiation 
Protection Bureau states that, “In 
this case the proponent has met 
this requirement by choosing to 
replace an existing utility pole 
with a taller one to accommodate 
antenna components. This meets 
the requirements set out in CPC 
2-0-03 Radiocommunications and 
Broadcasting Antenna Systems.” 

These regulations state that 
notification must be given to anyone 
located within a radius of three times 
the tower height. The Telus utility 
pole being installed is 18 metres 
(60 feet) in height, meaning that 
notification must be given property 
owners in a radius of 54 metres (180 
feet). The school is just beyond this 
distance and only two neighbours 
fall within it, with the home of Dana 
Fidler just outside this radius. “I live 
just kitty-corner, maybe 201 feet, 
and I was never consulted. I’d like 
to have been given a voice to say, 
no thanks. I know parents who are 
already concerned about the WiFi 
exposure their kids are getting at the 
community centre.” 

Millership said his concern is 
that radiation exposure is highest 

within this range, with some experts 
recommending a minimum distance 
of between 400 and 1,000 metres 
from homes and schools. 

Although the safety benefits 
of cell phone service are being 
cited as another reason for Slocan 
council’s decision, protestor Ricole 
Cabodyna isn’t convinced. “How 
many accidents happen from people 
being on their devices texting while 
they’re driving, because it’s such an 
addiction?”

Millership is considering 
launching legal action against the 
Village. “I went to council and told 
them they have a legal liability to 
inform people of the risks of using 
that technology. So they could be 
ordered to provide multiple notices 
to everybody in the city to use it only 
for short durations, use text over talk, 
or use a headset instead of putting it 
up against your head in order to bring 
down the radiation levels. And if they 
don’t do that, they could be legally 
liable for all the damages.”

Mayor Lunn said a strong 
motivating factor for cell service 
in the village is the economic 
stimulus it could provide, as outlined 
in the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development strategy. Ricole and 
Kai Cabodyna moved from Calgary 
because they were attracted by the 
lack of cell service in Slocan and the 
area’s pristine nature. The Cabodynas 
says it’s a missed opportunity to 
market Slocan as a ‘white zone’ for 
the increasing numbers of electro-
sensitive individuals seeking refuge 
from wireless radiation exposure. 

submitted
‘Water is Life,’ a peaceful mass 

gathering, has been organized for 
Friday, November 2, beginning at 
noon, at the Kootenay Lake Forestry 
office building in 4 Mile, 1907 
Ridgewood Rd, Nelson, to represent 
all the communities in the region 
facing the impacts of industrial 
logging of their watersheds.

“This event will provide a 
central, united opportunity for all our 
communities’ watershed concerns to 
be heard,” says Jessica Ogden, key 
event organizer. “The environmental 

regulations are not changing fast 
enough to protect our natural water 
sources, despite the tireless efforts 
each of our communities have done 
to approach numerous levels of the 
provincial government.”

There will be information, 
speakers, an open mic and petitions 
to sign. People are encouraged to 
bring their banners, and a labelled 
container with water from their 
community watershed to display.

“Water is life and must take 
precedence over industrial or 
corporate interests,” says Ogden. To 

jeopardize our watersheds means to 
jeopardize our basic right to quality, 
natural sources of water. This affects 
our climate, property values, tourism, 
fish, streams, lakes, and agriculture 
in our local area and beyond. Let’s 
show our support by displaying in 
numbers of attendance that we stand 
in solidarity to insist our watersheds 
be protected from industrial, volume-
based logging and corporate profit 
such as bottled water processing.”

For more information, contact 
Ogden, jessica.ogden@gmail.com 
or 250-354-8016.

Mass gathering to take place at Nelson Forestry building November 2
These protestors in Slocan City are unhappy that a cell tower is going up within 200 metres of their childrens’ school, citing health and social 

concerns. One parent is prepared to launch a lawsuit to have it moved.



November 1, 2018   The Valley Voice  11

JO’S JEWELRY 
Custom work and repair 

in silver and gold 
Now taking 

Christmas orders
Call for your 

appointment today 
(250)358-2134. 

Have a unique piece of jewelry 
created just for you.

Mary Jane
1960s to October 

17th 2018
Mary Jane was born in Canada 

in the late 1960s.  She spent her early 
years traveling around the country 
living in small but comfortable Nickel 
Bags. These as I remember were large 

enough to hold around 6 or 7 Joints. It didn’t take long for her popularity to allow 
her to improve her condition and take up residence in a Dime Bag which was 
double the size, and soon after in the early 1970s, to move up to a Lid, which was 
double the size again.

Mary Jane believed in Peace and Love, and enjoyed Poetry and of course 
Music, every kind of Music, very much. She was always adored by the hoi polloi, 
and was even rumoured to have become fast friends with Canada’s first Lady 
Margaret Trudeau in the 1970s. She enjoyed her many friends and convinced 
them to take up her belief system. She was instrumental in the fight to end the 
Vietnam War, and did her best to assist Americans who didn’t believe in War to 
have the courage to leave the United States and become Canadians. She always 
did her best to encourage her friends to move out of the big cities and get “back 
to the land”, and many of them did just that. It was partly because of Mary Jane 
that Canada gained a score of highly principled citizens, many of whom are very 
high profile community builders in our midst today.

The Authorities in Canada did not like Mary Jane and always did their best 
to destroy her, pursuing and punishing anyone who befriended her, but like Fidel 
Castro in Cuba, she thwarted all their efforts with the help of her many friends, 
and continued to grow ever more popular.

Some people accused her of being tied to organized crime, and admittedly 
organized crime would have liked to have been able to control Mary Jane, but 
she preferred to spend her time with unorganized criminals, whose only goal was 
to make a living, or subsidize their living, in order to improve conditions for their 
families. The economy of the West Kootenays became very dependent on Mary 
Jane and her many friends.

She is survived by her only son Cannabis, who is more likely to celebrate the 
death of his mother than to mourn her. Her death allows him to ascend to a position 
of much power in our society. Cannabis does not believe in Peace, Love or Poetry, 
and his Musical tastes generally run to the harsh and nasty side. Cannabis believes 
in crass Capitalism, and in helping people who already have too much money 
to make even more money. He claims that he enjoys helping people, especially 
older people with medical problems, but their pocket book is always empty by 
the time he helps them across the street, and none of his claims of assistance have 
ever been tested or verified. He has no honourable intentions when it comes to 
helping rural families improve their lot, and no interest at all in making the world 
a more peaceful place. Cannabis is far more likely to spawn violence than to spurn 
it. Stopping a War is not on his agenda.

While many people in Canada are happy about Cannabis’s rise to power and 
new economic agenda, some of us are not on board, and far prefer to mourn the 
loss of our beloved Mary Jane.

THANK YOU!!   LIM LIMPT!!   
SPASEEBAH!!   ARIGATO!!   MERCI!!     

Summer 2018 was an unpredictable season but despite unusual tempera-
tures, rain deluges and heavy smoke our Slocan Lake Stewardship Society 
(SLSS) volunteers persevered.

The SLSS information booth and 
educat ional  models ( in teract ive 
Watershed Model and Wildlife Tree) were 
present at the New Denver Friday Market 
and also at the Summit Lake Toadfest and 
the Hills Garlic Fest.  For this, thank you 
to:  Margaret Hartley, Celesttina Hart, 
Jim Moore, Deborah Sword, Hank 
Hastings, Leah Main, and Randy Cofer.

Thank you to Anne Champagne for co-writing our nature factettes in the 
Valley Voice; to Susie O’Donnell who kindly does our financial review; to our 
webmaster Theresa Tremaine and to John Fyke for continuing the Kokanee 
count in Bonanza Creek.

Wild Days (three free family nature walks in August), also had many knowl-
edgeable volunteers contributing:  Hal Wright, Vida Turok, Jim Moore, 
Elodie Kuhnert, Kat McGlynn, Colleen O’Hare, Guy Mackie and Olaf Lutz.

Come find out about our other projects 
by joining us for presentations and 

refreshments at our
AGM Dec 8th 

Knox Hall 1 PM

COMMUNITY

submitted
This summer’s smoke and wildfires 

made climate change very real to 
people in our area. There is a growing 
understanding that climate change is 
happening now, not just in the distant 
future. It is impacting all of us, but 
particularly the health of our children 
and our seniors.

The recent United Nations IPCC 
report, which came out on October 8, 
summarized reviews of more than 6,000 
scientific papers. Their message is clear. 
We have a little more than a decade 
to take unprecedented actions to avert 
catastrophic climate change. Otherwise 
we will see a world with a continually 
shifting climate with ever more extreme 
floods, fires, heat waves, and drought, 
along with millions of climate refugees.

Hearing such news can drag many 
into feelings of helplessness and despair. 
However, two Nelson area residents – 
Judy O’Leary and Laura Sacks – shook 
off those feelings and joined more than 
50 other citizen volunteers from across 
Canada to lobby our elected leaders in 
Ottawa in mid-October.

Before lobbying, they attended 
a two-day conference hosted by the 
non-profit, non-partisan organization 
Citizens’ Climate Lobby (CCL). At the 
conference, they learned about climate 
solutions from health care specialists, 
youth leaders, and experts in carbon 
pricing. They also attended a four-hour 
workshop on motivational interviewing, 
a proven technique for engaging people 
on difficult issues.

“It was a powerful experience,” 
says Sacks who founded the local 
CCL chapter. “Between the travel, the 
conference, lobbying our elected leaders, 
and the parachutes display, we came back 
inspired but pretty exhausted.”

Sacks is referring to the Parachutes 
for the Planet project, a youth-inspired 
collective art project illustrating shared 
concern for climate change. CCL hosted 
a national display of parachutes from 
across Canada on Parliament Hill, 
including 14 parachutes from the West 
Kootenay. Sacks and Judy O’Leary also 
brought several parachutes created by 
children in the area to their meetings with 
our local MPs.

While in Ottawa, they also witnessed 
the Emergency Session on Climate 
Change, where Parliamentarians debated 
addressing the climate crisis in light of 
the recent IPCC report. 

“I felt very fortunate to be in Ottawa 
for this historical debate,” says Sacks. 
“I was heartened to hear MPs from the 
Green, NDP, and Liberal parties give 
impassioned and articulate speeches 
about the urgent need to address climate 
change, including our area MP Richard 
Cannings.”

While in Ottawa, Sacks and O’Leary 
– who co-lead the local CCL chapter 
– were invited by MP Wayne Stetski 
to present to the Standing Committee 
on Environment and Sustainable 
Development. Stetski is currently vice-
chair of the committee. MP Cannings 
also attended the session.

“It was an honour to have this 
opportunity,” says O’Leary. “We 
presented about the urgency of climate 
change – including our local impacts last 
summer – as well as the need for strong 
carbon pricing policy. We also stressed 

the importance of Canadian leadership as 
we transition to a clean energy world.”

The week after they returned 
home, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
announced the federal carbon pricing 
backstop policy that will be put in place 
for the four provinces that do not have an 
equivalent carbon pricing system. That 
policy is remarkably similar to carbon 
fee and dividend, the policy that CCL 
Canada has been advocating for since 

its inception in 2010.
“Starting next year, it will no longer 

be free to pollute anywhere in Canada,” 
announced Trudeau on October 23. “We 
are going to place a price on the pollution 
that causes climate change from coast to 
coast to coast. We’re also going to help 
Canadians adjust to this new reality.”

“This carbon pricing system will 
be very similar to BC’s,” says O’Leary, 
“except most of the revenue will be 

Lobbying in Ottawa for climate solutions
returned to citizens in the form of a 
dividend cheque. In BC, revenue mostly 
goes toward business and personal tax 
cuts.”

BC has had a carbon tax since 2008, 
and will not be impacted by the federal 
backstop policy.

O’Leary sums up the Ottawa 
experience: “Every time I meet with 
our elected officials, I am struck by the 
power of constituents. Worrying amongst 

our friends and family members about 
climate change doesn’t get us too far, but 
sending a letter to, or meeting directly 
with, your MP or MLA about this carries 
much more weight that we realize.”

Citizen Climate Lobbyists pose for a photo on Parliament Hill.

Sean Conway of Ainsworth and Calgary won first prize in the Woodbury Rainbow Derby on 
Thanksgiving weekend. The winning fish weighed 4 lb. 4 oz. Second prize went to Bob White of 

Castlegar (4 lb. 4 oz.) and third prize went to Clay Liber (3 lb. 12 oz.).
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Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

COMMUNITY

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

Student trustees join School District 8 at the leadership team table
submitted

School District 8 board meeting 
attendance is up this year thanks to 
a new commitment by the trustees. 
2018-2019 will be the first academic 

year that a group of selected students, 
representing each high school in the 
district, will take a seat alongside 
the trustees at regular monthly board 
meetings. 

“The board strives to inclusively 
consider the perspective voices of 
parents, teachers, district, school and 
support staff,” explains board chair 
Lenora Trenaman. “It just makes 
sense to include the most important 
stakeholder voice – the students!” 

Recruitment took place for 
student trustee positions last spring 
where interested high school students 
in the district were encouraged to 
apply. Grade 11 and 12 students 
are eligible and may serve up to a 
two-year term if they begin in their 
grade 11 year. Ben Eaton, Director 
of Inclusive Education, has been 
assigned to mentor this student 
leadership group. 

With the help of the chair, 
particularly during meetings, the 
student trustees will be supported to 
ensure their understanding of board 
governance and procedure. While 
they will not be permitted to move 
motions, they may suggest a motion 
on any matter during regular board 
meetings. 

When asked about what kind 
of contribution she might make in 
the role of a Student Trustee, Eden 

Solarik from LV Rogers Secondary 
replied, “I’ve always been interested 
in getting the views of students to 
our administration, and before this 
opportunity, there hadn’t really been 
a clear way of how to communicate 
directly with the board.” She says she 
is excited about being a representative 
and bringing issues such as access to 
WiFi and timetable concerns forward. 

The Board of Education says 
it values the importance of student 
leadership and the contribution 
students make to the learning process 
and commends this group for taking 
the initiative to be leaders amongst 
their peers. 

“Our students are the focal 
point of every discussion and every 
decision of the Board of Education,” 
says Trenaman. “Their learning is 
affected by decisions made at the 
board table. They should absolutely 
have a voice.” 

Super intendent  and CEO 
Christine Perkins says there isn’t a 
full complement of student trustees 
as this is the first year, “but we are 
hopeful we can get the rest of the 
schools on board by next fall.”

The 2018 Kohan Fall Cleanup volunteer crew did great work on Saturday, October 27. More volunteers also cleaned Sunday.

Student trustees join School District 8 Kootenay Lake at the board table this year.



November 1, 2018   The Valley Voice  13NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

BADMINTON
for Adults & NSS 

Students

October 18, 2018 to 
April 25, 2019

7:00 to 9:00 pm
Tuesday & 

Thursday evenings 
Nakusp Secondary 

School Gym
(Please use gym door)

Nakusp 
Badminton Club

Membership Fee: 
$30/year

plus $15/yr insurance to 
Badminton BC

Drop-in $3 adults $2 
students

 Beginners 
Welcome!

(Just bring a racquet & non-
marking inside shoes)

For more info call 250-265-3326

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

PALS NEEDS YOU!
Memberships will be available at 
the PALS CREATIVE HANDS 
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR coming 
up Saturday, November 24th at the 
Arena Auditorium. Your contribution 
goes towards medical care, food 

and shelter for needy pets in our area. 
Interested or want further information, 
call PALS at 250-265-3792.

Beaton Arm Crossing 
Association’s 

Annual General Meeting 
will be held on 

Friday Nov. 2, 2018 
at 7 pm in the Archives at 

92-6 Ave, 
Nakusp, BC 

by Jan McMurray
Peter Peach is happy now that 

he has his 124cc Gilera vintage 
motorcycle back.

The bike was stolen in Nakusp 
the night before the Rocky Mountain 
Motogiro event in September, and 
was found about a week later. Peach 
returned to Nakusp to pick up his 
bike on October 25.

Peach, from Calgary, competes 
in the Rocky Mountain Motogiro in 
Nakusp every year, and he says this 
incident won’t stop him from coming 
back. “People like me who love small 
motorcycles just love coming out 
here for the Motogiro,” he says. He 
has won ‘best in class’ several times 
with his Gilera, and this year, he was 
hoping to win ‘best in class,’ ‘best 
overall,’ and ‘audience favourite.’

But it was not to be. He arrived 
in Nakusp Friday night, parked his 
van behind the Old Firehall, and 
checked into The Lodge at Arrow 
Lakes. When he went to get his bike 
out of the van the next morning for 

Peter Peach is happy to have his 124cc Gilera vintage motorcycle back. It was stolen in Nakusp in mid-September, and found in a Nakusp shed 
in late September. He returned to pick up his bike on October 25.

Owner reunited with vintage motorcycle, stolen in Nakusp
the Saturday event, he discovered 
that it was gone – and that the van 
had been badly vandalized.

Peach says the culprits broke the 
driver’s window to get into the van, 
destroyed the dash while trying to hot 

wire it, and cut the wires. “But they 
didn’t steal anything else [except the 
Gilera] out of the vehicle. It seems 

that they wanted the van, not the 
motorcycle. There were motorcycles 
parked all over the place,” he said.

The Gilera was found with just a 
small chip in the new paint job in late 
September, about a week after the 
Motogiro event, in a shed in Nakusp. 
The property owner found it and 
reported it to the RCMP. Wolfgang 
Haerter of Columbia Car & Cycle in 
Nakusp recovered the bike and stored 
it for Peach until he could come and 
get it. Peach was very thankful to all 
those involved in getting the bike 
back into his hands. “Nakusp cares!” 
he said.

Peach says his Gilera was 
originally purchased from a 1968 
Sears catalogue for $495.

by Jan McMurray
A film that features the western 

toads at Summit Lake and several of the 
local people working to protect them has 
recently won a prestigious international 
Wildscreen Panda Award. 

Produced by the Wilderness 
Committee, Toad People tells the story 
of individuals, families and communities 
across western British Columbia taking 
action to save endangered species in their 
own backyards. It focuses on the plight 
of the western toad.

“The Summit Lake toads and the 
people involved in conserving the 
toads are an integral part of our film,” 
said Isabelle Groc, who co-directed the 
film with Mike McKinlay. “Our main 
character is [Summit Lake resident] 
Debbie Pitaoulis, whose passion for 
toads has truly inspired us and many 
communities across BC who have 
watched the film. Many people have 
told us how much they felt connected to 
Debbie, and admired her incredible work 
to save the toads.”

Other local people in the film include 
Debbie’s partner Tio and their dog Ember 
(who has been trained to watch for 
toads); Jakob Dulisse, wildlife biologist 
who has done extensive work studying 
the Summit Lake toads; Wayne McCrory 
of the Valhalla Wilderness Society, who 

Isabelle Groc and Mike McKinlay with the Wildscreen Panda Award for Toad People, a film that 
features the western toads at Summit Lake.

Toad People, featuring Summit Lake toads, wins prestigious award
is working to protect the toads at Fish/ 
Bear Lake; and New Denver resident 
Eloise Charet.

“Being able to film toads at Summit 
Lake, a very significant site and the 
home to the largest known population 
of western toads in BC, was a real 
privilege,” said Groc. “Most of all, 
getting to know the local people who 
have worked so hard to conserve this 
species was a real inspiration for me. I 
am happy that I had the opportunity to 
tell their story, so that their dedication 

and commitment to the natural world and 
endangered wildlife can be an example 
for others to take action.”

For the Wilderness Committee and 
the film’s production team, the win 
is bittersweet. The film’s passionate 
producer Gwen Barlee, policy director 
for the Wilderness Committee, passed 
away six months after its completion. 
Barlee saw the film as a way to build 
support for a BC endangered species law.

“This film really was a labour of 
love,” said Wilderness Committee Co-

Executive Director Joe Foy. “It’s very 
exciting to have a locally made film 
about local people and species win on the 
world stage. We are looking forward to 
the day that Barlee’s dream of a BC law 
to protect endangered plants and animals 
comes true.”

Wildscreen is a biennial festival 
that takes place in Bristol, UK. Mike 
McKinlay, co-director of Toad People, 
called Wildscreen “the most prestigious 
wildlife film festival in the world.” 
The Wildscreen website states that the 
Wildscreen Panda Awards are “the 
highest accolade in the wildlife film and 
TV industry.”

submitted
Saturday evening, October 20, 

saw the residents of Fauquier and the 
surrounding communities a-rocking 
and a-bopping to the down-home 
country strains of John Hall and 
the Spring Chickens. The event, a 
fundraiser organized by community 
members in support of the Fauquier 
Fire Brigade’s goal of buying a rapid 
response vehicle, drew more than 150 
people and, with the added attractions 
of a silent auction, a door prize and 
a 50-50 draw, raised an impressive 
$4,500.

Being a ‘no minors’ event, there 
was slight concern that too few people 
would attend. No one needed to have 
worried. Apparently there’s no shortage 

Fauquier raises the roof – and money for fire vehicle
of mature residents willing to enjoy a 
good weekend workout in this part of 
the world. 

Fauquier Fire Brigade volunteers 
would sincerely like to thank all 
those who so generously donated 
their time and energy towards making 

this such a successful event. They 
would especially like to thank all the 
wonderful donors, their names too 
many to list, who helped put a smile on 
everyone’s face and brought the goal of 
acquiring a rapid response vehicle that 
much closer than before. 

The Spring Chickens entertained the crowd at the fundraiser for a rapid response vehicle for the 
fire brigade on October 20. Pictured here are Olin McKay (left) and John Hall (right).
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

BUG APOCALYPSE
Insects are in crisis because of climate 
change, pesticides, drought, habitat 
loss and possibly electromagnetic 
radiation, with populations plummeting 
at least 45% globally and in some 
places 75–90%. Creatures that feed on 
insects are also dying off, from reptiles 
to fish and birds. Some plants could go 
extinct without pollinating insects, and 
our own food supply will suffer.

slocanlakess.com

For November 1-29 
at the 

Paddy Shack! 
Wed & Thurs nights 

4 - 7:30 pm
First night: Thurs Nov 1
Call to order 
265-3255 
or just come up! 

Notice:
On behalf of Dr. Colin McNeill and Sherri McNeill and all our family I would like 
to thank the RCMP Officers and all our friends and neighbours who assisted 
us in finding the culprits who broke into our downtown house to vandalize and 
steal our belongings. Our family house is left in a state of chaos. 

We offer a reward to anyone who can assist us in naming any adult and all the 
youth and children involved with this break and enter. Please give this infor-
mation to your trusted adults or teachers or directly to the RCMP assisting us. 

We are reeling from this intrusion of our privacy. We want to thank all persons 
who come forward to assist us in getting back all our belongings, no matter how 
small, insignificant or inconsequential these belongings may seem to others.  

Sincerely, Sherri McNeill on behalf of our family members

by Jan McMurray
• A policy for community consent of 

Liquor and Cannabis Regulation Branch 
licencing applications was adopted. 
The fee for the Village to review an 
application for a retail licence for liquor 
and cannabis is $1,500. First, staff 
makes sure that the proposal conforms 
with Village bylaws. Then a referral 
information package goes out to council, 
the local fire department, local law 
enforcement, adjacent property owners, 
the Kaslo Chamber, and any other 
municipal committee or commission 
that council would like comments from. 
A notice will also be published in the 
newspaper to solicit public input. The 
application and comments are reviewed 
at a Committee of the Whole meeting, 
to which the applicant is invited. The 
Committee of the Whole then makes a 

Kaslo council, October 23: Policy adopted on liquor and cannabis retail licencing procedure 
recommendation to council on whether 
or not to support the application.

• The Village’s letter with comments 
on the RDCK’s proposed amendments 
to land use bylaws on account of the 
new Cannabis Act were received. The 
Village asks to be consulted right away 
if any Area D property on Village water 
proposes to operate a cannabis related 
business or production facility. In Kaslo, 
cannabis related businesses are allowed 
in the C-2 Central Business District 
and cannabis production facilities are 
allowed in the M-1 industrial zone. 
A maximum of two cannabis related 
businesses are allowed in Kaslo, and they 
cannot be located adjacent to one another.

• The Village will purchase a new 
truck with plow and sander (2019 
International HV 607 SBA), plus a 
plow and spreader equipment for the 
Village’s Dodge 3500. The equipment 
for the Dodge will be purchased from 
Work Truck West for $16,240 and will 
be paid for out of the Capital Buildings, 
Machinery, Vehicles and Equipment 
reserve fund. The estimated cost of 
the new truck is $115,000. This will 
be financed through a loan from the 
Municipal Finance Authority.

• A grant application will be 
submitted for the Kaslo Wharf Removal 
project through the federal/ provincial 
Investing in Canada Investment 
Program (ICIP) – Rural and Northern 
Communities program, which will fund 
up to 100% of the project cost. The 
wharf removal project is estimated to 
cost $878,000. The Village committed to 
covering any cost overruns, as required 
for the grant application.

• An application for the SS Moyie 
National Historic Site retaining wall 

project, estimated at $136,000, will be 
submitted to the ICIP – Community, 
Culture and Recreation program.

• Recreation Grants of $500 each 
were awarded to: Kaslo & Area Youth, 
Kaslo Community Garden, Periwinkle, 
North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services, Kaslo & District Seniors, 
Kootenay Lake Historical Society, 
Kaslo Dragon Boat Club, Kaslo Arena, 
Kaslo Curling Club, JV Humphries. The 
Kaslo Pickleball grant of $311.67 will be 
awarded provided they find a sponsor.

• Council set policy around late 
applications for Recreation Grants. Late 
applications which meet the application 
criteria will be accepted up to one 
month beyond the deadline, and will be 

considered by email if there are funds 
available.

• Fees and Charges Bylaw 1229 
was read a first time. Council has been 
reviewing this bylaw for some time in 
Committee of the Whole, and several 
fees have been amended in the 2018 
version of the bylaw. The bylaw sets 
the fees for administrative services such 
as photocopying, rental and lease of 
Kemball building space, rental of City 
Hall court room and council chambers, 
downtown patios, gravel sales, sani-
dump/ sewage disposal, campground, 
park rental, business licences, liquor and 
cannabis regulation branch licencing, 
garbage bag tags, burning permits, 
subdivision, development permits, 

cemetery services, dog licencing, water 
user fees, etc.

• The Kaslo City Hall renovation 
will be nominated for a 2019 Wood 
Works Award and the Heritage BC 2019 
Awards.

• A letter of thanks will go to Carole 
Summer, whose letter of resignation 
from the Health Select Committee was 
received.

• The Village will order one seasonal 
multi-bike rack from Urban Racks, to 
be paid for from an RDCK Community 
Development Program grant.

• The question of temporary racks 
for kayaks and canoes in park areas was 
referred to the Parks Recreation and 
Open Spaces Committee.

submitted
It was a misty and dramatic October 

morning when crane operator Ron 
Milton swung the new skylight for 
Passmore Lodge up to the waiting crew 
of Paul Wilkinson, Jerome Liboiron and 
Raymond Dube.

The whole operation went smoothly 
due to Wilkinson’s fine measuring 
and preparation, and the help of all 
those involved. A number of people 
contributed their services to the big 
project. Simon Constantin has replaced 
the old cedar cladding around the 
skylight with hardi plank, which will 
better withstand the elements.

New skylight installed at Passmore Lodge
The original skylight, installed 

during the lodge’s construction in 1998, 
opens the entire main hall to natural 
light; during the past months it’s been 
covered with a tarp to prevent leakage 
in one cracked corner, several times 
repaired temporarily by maintenance 
worker John VanderMeulen.

“What a difference to have the 
new one in,” said one regular at the 
lodge. “We realize now how it had 
been yellowing.” The natural light is 
appreciated not only by tenants, but 
by those who take yoga, Feldenkrais, 
exercise and writing classes.

Next, the central hall will be 

repainted, to freshen up colours that are 
now 20 years old. Energy upgrades are 
underway with the lighting, and soon 
upgrades will start on the boilers and 
other parts of the operating system. 
Administrator Nora Lilligren has 
researched and worked with engineers, 
suppliers and granting agencies, 
including BC Housing, Columbia Basin 
Trust  and Fortis, to source products best 
suited for the Lodge.

Passmore Lodge, ten units of 
independent rental housing for seniors, is 
owned and operated by the Slocan Valley 
Seniors’ Housing Society, which is also 
completing the new Slocan City Suites. 

Up, up and away – a new skylight for Passmore Lodge.

submitted
On Remembrance Day, Sunday, 

November 11, everyone is invited to 
gather at 10:45 am at the Slocan Valley 
Legion Hall for the march to the Slocan 
Cenotaph followed by a service in 
the hall. A light lunch will follow the 
service. At 4 pm, if you wish to join 
us at the Slocan Cemetery, we will be 
placing candles on veterans’ graves. 
At 5 pm you are invited to our weekly 
music jam.

The Slocan Valley Branch #276 of 
the Royal Canadian Legion would like 

Remembrance Day in Slocan: Legion welcomes all
to take this opportunity to thank the folk 
of the Slocan Valley and the members 
and friends who helped at and/or 
supported its fundraising events. In the 
past year, thanks to your support and a 
Community Gaming Grant, the branch 
has donated $25,980 to the following: 
$4,200 to the food bank, $2,530 New 
Denver Pavilion, $500 West Kootenay 
Science Fair, $2,000 Slocan Community 
Library, $500 school music program, 
$75 annual Easter egg hunt, $2,000 
Hallowe’en Hoot, $1,700 Veterans 
Transition and Service Dogs programs 

and gifts, $2,500 seniors’ luncheon 
program, $1,000 KLDH Foundation, 
$500 Kids Help Phone, $1,500 New 
Parents’ Program, $600 Appledale Day 
Care Program, $2,000 Senior’s Housing 
Society, $1,000 BC Wild Fire Fund, 
$350 track and field programs, $100 
Slocan Community Band, $425 need 
in community, $1,000 bursaries, $,1500 
Network for New Parents Program.

The hall is also donated for the use 
of funerals/memorials. 

The branch area coverage is from 
Summit Lake to the Playmor Junction. 
The Legion is Canada’s largest veteran 
support and is the cornerstone of 
communities across Canada, providing 
one of the largest volunteer bases in the 
country. The Legion exists so Canada 
never forgets. 

Anyone can be a member of the 
Royal Canadian Legion. Applications 
are available by phoning 250-355-
2672, or drop by the Legion in Slocan 
on Sunday evenings, or online at www.
legionbcyukon.ca. Check out benefits 
that are offered to Legion Members, and 
dues are only $45 per year at the Slocan 
Valley Branch.
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We offer FLU SHOTS
• TRAVEL VACCINATIONS
• PNEUMONIA VACCINATION
• SHINGLES VACCINATION
Call our Pharmacist for more information!  

COMMITTED TO YOUR HEALTH & OUR COMMUNITY
Phone: 250-353-2224

403 Front Street, Kaslo
Phone: 250-358-2500

309 6th Avenue, New Denver

Kaslo & New 
Denver  Community 

Pharmacy
DID YOU KNOW...

by Katrine Campbell
• The last meeting of this mayor 

and council was held with a full public 
gallery. Mayor Ann Bunka welcomed 
all, and thanked all four of the new 
councillors who attended.

• There were seven items in the 
Correspondence for Information file, 
three of which concerned cannabis. 
Councillor Heather Fox asked if there 
was anything council needed to consider 
re: local approval for cannabis retail 
sales. CAO Bruce Woodbury said 
municipalities have wide powers; a 
new cannabis retailer would go through 
the same process as any new small 
business. One of the letters was from 
the BC Ministry of the Attorney General 
saying the Province was assessing 
licensing applications for retail sales. 
“It will be up to each municipality to 
determine if and where non-medical 
cannabis can be sold, and whether it is 
sold in private or government stores, or 
a mixture of both.” When the Province 
receives an application, it will notify the 
local government, which can then make 
comments and recommendations, or 
choose not to make recommendations – 
in which case the application would fail.

Councillor Nadine Raynolds said 
the Village needs a smoking bylaw, 
to cover tobacco as well as cannabis, 
something council had discussed in the 
past but didn’t create. Woodbury said a 
bylaw wasn’t necessary as there are now 
provincial regulations regarding where 
a person is allowed to smoke, whether 
tobacco or cannabis.

• A media company’s request to close 
portions of several roads on November  
8 and 9 was granted. VR360 Media 
is filming a historical documentary 
short Remembering the History: The 
Internment of Japanese Canadians in a 
number of locations in New Denver. The 
closures would not be continuous but 
might occur periodically throughout the 
two days, if needed. The documentary 
will be filmed in 360˚ video, also called 
immersive video or virtual reality. The 
streets affected would be the 400 block 
of Main St., Bellevue by the Bosun 

New Denver council, October 23: Province to 
check cannabis store applications with council

Hall, and Bellevue between Josephine 
and Kildare.

• Council received for information 
a water quality control report from ALS 
Environmental. This testing is done once 
a year to determine the water chemistry 
and any changes from the previous year. 
New Denver’s water is within Canadian 
drinking water guidelines. (Weekly 
testing is done to detect any coliform 
bacteria.)

The Heritage Advisory Commission 
Repeal Bylaw #718, 2018 received final 
adoption.

• Council received the 2017 Annual 
Report, which Woodbury acknowledged 
was supposed to be prepared prior to 
June 30 and made available for public 
inspection for a minimum of 14 days 
before it is considered by council in an 
open meeting. “Although the CAO met 
with council June 8, 2018 and obtained 
direction from council regarding content 
for the draft… the document was 
not completed by staff or returned to 
council for review.” The report includes 
the status (completed or ongoing) of 
projects in all departments, as well as the 
Statement of Objectives and Measures 
for 2018/19. 

Woodbury said the council 
discussed what it wanted in the annual 
report during a Committee of the Whole 
meeting, and then the information 
was given to him to produce it. “It 
was prioritized but other projects took 
precedence,” he said. “Council wanted 
to see it before they left, and the mayor 
reminded me several times – they 
wanted it done so the new council could 
see the old council’s priority list.”

Oddly, although the provincial 
government requires municipalities 
to produce an annual report, there is 
nothing in the legislation that says a 
council is bound by it. Its purpose is 
to give the public an indicator of what 
council sees as priorities.

The report is posted on the Village 
website, newdenver.ca.

• The inauguration of the new 
council will be held in the council 
chambers November 5 at 7 pm.

by Jan McMurray
A new bus service from Nelson to 

Kelowna started on Tuesday this week. 
Silver City Stagelines Ltd., a 

Trail-based company, is doing the 
run with a 14-passenger Sprinter bus 
six days a week – every day except 
Saturday. Reservations are necessary 
at fritztravels.com.

“I’m really excited about it,” says 

Silver City Stagelines owner Fritz 
Keller. “It’s a private company – we’re 
not subsidized – so I hope the population 
supports our service. I live here in Trail 
and when I can help out, especially the 
senior pop, I’m super happy about it.”

The bus leaves Nelson at 6:30 
am from the A&W by the old railway 
station (now Nelson Visitor Centre) and 
arrives in Kelowna at noon, at Orchard 

Park Mall, near the Bay. Keller says 
this is the “perfect spot” in Kelowna, 
with City transit bus stops right around 
the corner.

The bus leaves Kelowna at 1 pm to 
make the return trip to Nelson, arriving 
at 6:30 pm.

The bus will make stops in Castlegar 
(A&W), Trail (A&W), Grand Forks 
(Kenco Gas), Greenwood (Kenco Gas), 
Midway (the old Greyhound stop at the 
gas station) and Rock Creek (Husky 
Gas). The main stop is in Grand Forks, 
where Keller says there is a nice new 
deli and coffee bar at Kenco Gas.

The cost of a one-way trip from 
Nelson, Castlegar or Trail to Kelowna 
is $75 (taxes included). A ticket from 
Nelson, Castlegar or Trail to Grand 
Forks costs $35 and to Greenway, 
Midway or Rock Creek costs $39.

Passengers will be allowed to bring 
two 50-lb. suitcases, which will be 
pulled behind the bus in a trailer. There 
is room on the bus for carry-on bags.

Silver City owner Fritz Keller has 
hired a former Greyhound driver full-
time to share the job with him, and has 
on-call drivers who have been with him 
for 10 years. Bus drivers can legally 
drive for 14 hours per shift, so the 12-
hour Nelson-Kelowna return trip gives 
two hours wiggle room.

Fritz Keller, who held a contract 
with Greyhound for nine years to run 
the interline service between Trail and 
Castlegar, has stepped up to fill the 
void left by Greyhound. The last day 
of Greyhound service in the Kootenays 
was Sunday, October 28.

Silver City will not be operating on 
December 25 or January 1.

For more information: fritztravels.
com or 250-512-1385.

New Nelson to Kelowna bus service up and running

submitted
The BC government has introduced 

legislation aimed at making sure 
decisions affecting the province’s natural 
resources are science-based, transparent 
and protect BC’s unique environment for 
future generations.

The Professional Governance 
Act will, if passed, modernize and 
strengthen the roles and expectations of 
qualified professionals in the province, 
in turn providing greater, science-based 
public oversight of how BC’s natural 
resources are managed. It will also 

establish an office of the superintendent 
of professional governance to ensure 
consistency and best practices are applied 
in the work of qualified professionals 
moving forward.

The legislation and the establishment 
of the superintendent’s office are 
intended to increase public access to 
natural resource information and ensure 
professionals are held to the highest 
ethical and technical standards. 

The remainder of the report 
and recommendations focus on 
natural resource regulatory regimes. 

Government is acting on many of these 
recommendations as part of broader 
goals and mandate commitments 
for natural resource management, 
including strengthening results-based 
laws, building government capacity 
for compliance and enforcement, 
modernizing land-use planning and 
building partnerships with Indigenous 
peoples for resource management. Other 
recommendations will be considered 
by specific ministries over the coming 
months.

Currently, the five regulated natural 

resource professions in scope for the 
professional reliance review are each 
overseen by self-governing bodies 
mandated by various pieces of legislation 
overseen by four different ministries. 
These are: BC Institute of Agrologists;  
Applied Science Technologists & 
Technicians of BC;  College of Applied 
Biology; Engineers and Geoscientists 
BC; and Association of BC Forest 
Professionals.

The proposed legislation, if 
approved, will bring government 
oversight of all five qualified-person 
regulators under the office and set 
consistent governance standards across 
the professions

The professional regulators identified 
above are the only five to which the 
proposed Professional Governance Act 
would apply. However, the act, if passed, 
may be broadened to include additional 
professions once the initial phase of 
implementation is complete.

The proposed office will address 
public concerns about a perceived need 
for more government oversight and 
will have the mandate and authority to 
ensure professional regulators are acting 
in the public interest in their oversight of 
professionals

The final report made a number of 
recommendations to improve natural 
resource regulatory regimes under 
nine statutes. As part of broader goals 
and mandate commitments for natural 
resource management, government is 

taking action in a number of areas aligned 
with the report.

For instance, government has 
committed to implementing the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and in providing 
capacity for Indigenous communities to 
engage in natural resource management.

Work is also underway to modernize 
land-use planning, revitalize the 
environmental assessment process, 
strengthen results-based laws and develop 
guidance to ensure professionals in BC’s 
natural resource sector are qualified and 
operate with clear objectives in order to 
uphold the public interest.

For  example ,  government 
recently developed professional 
practice guidelines with Engineers and 
Geoscientists BC to ensure highway 
infrastructure is resilient to climate 
change. In May government also 
made amendments to the Riparian 
Areas Protection Act to improve the 
management.

In addition, the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate Change 
Strategy is pursuing opportunities 
to increase current staffing levels 
in monitoring, compliance and 
enforcement.

Ministries that oversee the 
nine statutes continue to review the 
recommendations in detail and continue 
consultation with Indigenous peoples, 
the business community, environmental 
groups and other public stakeholders.

Qualified professional legislation to restore public trust 
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AMAZING OPPORTUNITY to run 
your own business in a gorgeous heritage 
atmosphere. Currently configured as a 
restaurant with private suite at the top of 
Front Street, Kaslo. The space is versatile 
and the sky is the limit! Email rosewood_
cafe@hotmail.com to discuss leasing and 
other possibilities.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

AUTOMOTIVE

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

ADVERTISING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

TOWING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GSTAlongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

CRAFT FAIRS

COMING EVENTS

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

HEALTH

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Personal Classifieds start 
at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing 
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo 
and Area D with affordable housing. 
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday & 
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The 
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding 
for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/ 
Kaslo EDC.

2006 HONDA ACURA MDX: Looks & 
runs like new. Full set winters on rims. Roof 
rack, hitch, AWD, Auto, DVD. 362,000 hwy 
kms. $3500. 250-687-4688.

ST. ANTHONY’S 45TH ANNUAL FLEA 
MARKET: November 24, 10 am–2 pm, 
Bosun Hall, New Denver. Tables $25. Call 
Bev Casley 358-7771.
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM Bottle Drive – Saturday, 
November 3, 2018 from 9am-noon. Pick-up 
from Slocan Park to Slocan City. Call ahead 
for large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank 
you for your support.
F R E S H  W I N T E R  W R E AT H 
WORKSHOP in Three Forks, BC. 
November 24, 12 noon to 3 pm or November 
25, 12 noon to 3 pm. Hot beverages, treats, 
and all supplies included. Limited space. 
Payment secures your seat. Investment 
$40. Email: silversageofbra@gmail.com 
to register.
HEALTHY COMMUNITY SOCIETY 
AGM: November 21, 7 pm, Lucerne School 
Library. Please come find out about our 
food programs, community composting 
initiative, and affordable housing initiative! 
Everyone welcome.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, November 3, 6:30 pm sharp 
at Slocan Valley Legion 502 Harold St, 

Slocan. $30 Buy-in. Advance tickets at 
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or phone 
250-355-2672 to reserve. BC Gaming rules 
will apply. The Legion welcomes members 
& guests.
LANGHAM GUEST ARTIST SERIES 
presents THE SMALL GLORIES Wednesday 
November 14 @ 7 pm. Former Wailin’ Jenny 
and Juno Award winner Cara Luft and JD 
Edwards return to the Langham with their 
harmonious, gutsy folk music straight 
from the Canadian Prairies. Tickets $20 at 
Sunnyside Naturals & Willow Home Gallery, 
$22 door 6:30pm. www.thelangham.ca
SLOCAN COMMUNITY HEALTH 
CENTRE Auxiliary Society AGM: 
November 7, 2018, 2 pm at Education 
Room, Slocan Community Health Centre, 
New Denver.
STARTING NOVEMBER 7: SENIORS 
DAY at Silverton Memorial Hall on 
Wednesdays from 10 to 1. Socialize, walk, 
play cards, etc. Coffee, goodies provided.
S E E K I N G  “ O P E N  M I C ” 
PERFORMERS of all ages and genres 
for December 8 Hanukkah /Solstice family 
evening at Silverton Gallery. Must sign up. 
Call Carla 358-7198.

ARGENTINE TANGO QUARTET: Nov. 
5, The Royal Nelson. Nov. 6, Silverton 
Memorial Hall. $20 Advance/$25 at door. 
250-358-2448.

“CHRISTMAS IN THE VALLEY” 
CRAFT FAIRE Sunday, November 18th 
10 am to 3 pm at the Slocan Legion Hall 
502 Harold St. Slocan. Admission $1. Door 
prizes. We look forward to seeing you there!

STOREFRONT ON MAIN STREET 
in Silverton available in early September. 
$300/month. Contact Sue at 350-358-2167.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS  – Bertha 
Williams, #11 – 217 Zacks Rd. 250-265-
9080.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377 

Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 

• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

CLASSIFIED ADS

ghghghgh

IN MEMORIAM

PETS

HELP WANTED

SERVICES

NOTICES

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

November 9,
2018

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch! 

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca 

fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

GALENA CONTRACTORS LTD is 
seeking a full-time heavy-duty mechanic 
with their interprovincial Red Seal with 
road building and logging equipment 
experience. Galena is a diverse contracting 
company specializing in, but not limited to, 
road building and logging. This position is 
responsible for maintenance and repairs 
to our road building and forestry fleet 
of equipment. Field and shop duties are 
required. Welding is an asset. We offer 
competitive wages and benefits based on 
experience. We are looking for an employee 
to join our organization, no subcontractors 
please. If you are interested in working 
here, please contact Kevin at shop@
galenacontractors.com.
THE NEW DENVER AND AREA 
YOUTH CENTRE SOCIETY is seeking 
a part-time supervisor for the Outlet. This 
position requires working during evening 
hours, some cooking, a commitment to 
youth advocacy and provision of a current 
Criminal Record check. Experience working 
with youth is an asset. For application 
information, please contact Harriet at 358-
2778 or email Paula at pshandro@netidea.
com by Monday November 12, 2018.

John Patterson
Your needs in life were simple
Your love for us was true
As long as we were happy
You were happy, too
You gave us all you had to give
Gifts, both great and small
But most of all you gave us love
The greatest gift of all

Missing you and your love,
Your family

HU HAS BEEN USED for thousands of 
years as a prayer, mantra and sacred chant 
to attune oneself with the presence of God. 
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul/

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New 
Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 358-7904. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
gives you the opportunity to make this 
Christmas brighter for a needy child. This 
project of Samaritan’s Purse allows you 
as a family to send a message of love and 
compassion to children in crisis areas 
around the world. To pick up a shoe box 
and brochure, they will be available at New 
Market Foods New Denver, BC. If you need 
any further information, please contact Joan 
Law at 250-358-2374. Collection week is 
November 12-18, 2018 and you can drop 
off the filled boxes at New Market Foods. 
Thank you.

The ARROW SLOCAN TOURISM 
ASSOCIATION is applying for the 
Municipal and Regional District Tax (hotel 
tax) Program within the Villages of New 
Denver, Silverton, Slocan, Nakusp and 
RDCK Areas H (Slocan Valley) and K 
(Arrow Lakes) designated accommodation 
area. If the application is successful, all 
accommodation providers within the 
Arrow Slocan designated accommodation 
area will be required to collect an extra 
2% Municipal and Regional District Tax 
(MRDT), in addition to the 8% PST, from 
their guests. This 2% MRDT will come back 
to the Arrow Slocan Tourism Association 
to be used for tourism marketing purposes. 
Accommodation providers in the Arrow 
Slocan region will get up to 90 days’ notice 
of the MRDT implementation date. Check 
out the ‘Latest News’ section on the Home 
page of slocanlake.com for more details. To 
provide feedback or for more information, 
contact Jan McMurray: 250-358-7218; 
250-358-7215; mcmurrayjan@gmail.com

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: relaxed 
walks, come when called, have fun. Learn 
more at www.proudofmydog.ca

MASON JONES: Red Seal Journeyman 
Bricklayer specializing in residential 
and commercial block, brick and stone. 
Fireplace and chimney repair, outdoor 
accents, structural work. Call 403-853-8000 
or email Mason.jones@live.ca 

Red Cross Babysitting: Fri Nov 9 
(Pro-D), 9am-3:30pm. Passmore Hall, 
11+yrs, $52. Certificate issued.
More Watercolours Quick: Sat Nov 
17, 9:30am-12:30pm, Crescent Valley 
Hall, $49.
CORE: Conservation & Outdoor 
Recreation Education Certificate. Sat/
Sun Nov 24&25, 9am-5pm, Passmore 
Hall, 12+yrs, $145.
Childcare Emergency 1st Aid: Sat 
Dec 1, 8:30am-4:30pm, Passmore Hall, 
14+yrs, $115.
Pottery Simply Bowls: Fri’s Nov 9-Dec 
14, 6-9pm, 16+yrs, $195. All materials 
and firing included, free time in studio 
available to graduates.

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA

ghghghgh
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Fall Hours!

Tuesday to Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

ADVERTISING

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

COMMUNITY

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

submitted
Some might think that teens and 

seniors are miles apart – but author 
and retired counsellor Lee Reid 
decided to take a deeper look, initiating 
conversations about what one teen 
described as the “big thorny issues” 
in life. It turned out there was a lot to 
talk about.  

That fascinating social experiment 
became, with the support and vision 
of Corrine Younie at Nelson Cares 
and photo documentation by Blaise 
Enright, a thoughtful, compassionate 
book. Reid launches Growing Together: 
Conversations with Seniors and Youth 
on Thursday, November 15 at 7 pm at 
the Nelson Public Library.

Reid’s 2017 book, Growing Home: 
The Legacy of Kootenay Elders, was 
an investigation into – and celebration 

New book brings seniors and youth together
of – the resilience of seniors. Younie’s 
commitment to expand services to 
seniors and reduce isolation by building 
intergenerational connections created a 
synchronicity between the two seniors’ 
advocates, and the combination of their 
skillsets created fertile ground for the 
project. Nelson Cares acquired federal 
funding; Reid led and transcribed 
the conversations between the 
cross-generational groups, shaping 
the narrative into the book Growing 
Together.

Conversation topics between 
seniors and LV Rogers Grade 11 
students included loneliness and 
depression, climate change, gender 
oppression, the ‘Me Too’ movement, 
old and young love, and hopes for the 
future. 

“None of us realized how deep, raw, 

and empathetic the conversations would 
turn out to be,” said Reid, who explained 
that tragic losses that occurred in both 
groups took the conversations to a new 
level. “I realized that the generations 
could help and hold each other through 
difficult passages.”

Both generations expressed an 
interest in continuing the connections 
they had formed, and both said they 
felt stronger in facing the future. One 
student said that, as a result of the 
project, she had become clear about her 
future vocation, which would involve 

Lee Reid (front right) with participants in the book project Growing Together: Conversations with Seniors and Youth. 

education in psychology to address 
depression in seniors.

The Nelson Library launch 
of Growing Together will include 
participants from both groups and an 
exhibition of photographs that depict the 
relationships formed through the project.
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Marginal  Enrolment 

Increases: Current enrolment 
is up overall, in a trend that 
appears to be continuing 
ever since the school year 
began. This is the first year 
in many that enrolment has 
increased. Total enrolment 
of 457.43 FTE, or 452 actual 
students, was submitted 
for the annual September 
count. This number is up 
21.96 FTE students overall 
from September 2017 (435.47 
FTE) – the first increase in 
enrolment for many years! 

- 70 students self-identify 

School District 10’s Superintendent/Secretary Treasurer report
with Indigenous ancestry 
compared to 64 students last 
year.

- 49 are special needs 
students compared to 44 in 
September 2017; of these, 
20 students have Level 2 
or 3 designations while the 
remaining 26 are students 
with learning disabilities; 
no students with Level 1 
disabilities.

• Lucerne Playground 
Upgrade: Ministry funding 
of $90,000 to replace old and 
unsafe playground equipment 
at  Lucerne Elementary 
Secondary School  was 

awarded in June. Extensive 
consultation with students, 
parents and staff both in June 
and this fall has meant that 
the equipment has not yet 
been ordered. Installation will 
likely have to wait till spring. 

• Ministry of Education 
K-9 Reporting Pilot Update: 
Classrooms in four schools in 
the school district are piloting 
the new K-9 draft reporting 
order along with many 
schools and districts across 
our province; using the Draft 
Policy is voluntary. Teachers 
involved in the pilot use a 
proficiency scale rather than 

letter grades in K-9, and rather 
than the traditional report 
cards, a range of ways to 
communicate student learning 
called ‘Points of Progress’ 
are used. These include Fresh 
Grade (a digital portfolio of 
student work over the school 
year providing opportunities 
for parents, students and 
teachers to give feedback on 
learning), paper portfolios of 
student work over the year 
along with student and teacher 
assessments of learning, and 
student-led conferences.

•  F a u q u i e r  S c h o o l 
Property Update: The school 

district has been granted 
preliminary layout approval 
for the proposed subdivision 
of the Fauquier School 
property which means all 
requirements have been met. 
Final steps are to submit 
a final plan, tax clearance 
certificate and $250 fee. SD 10 
will sell the current Fauquier 
School lot and building to the 
community at a modest price 
and put the second lot on the 
market. Funds raised go into 
shareable and non-shareable 
capital reserves for future 
capital projects.

• Higher speed Internet 

for  Edgewood School : 
Thanks to lobbying by IT 
Manager Patrick Martin and 
the Ministry of Education’s 
commitment to upgrade 
schools in the NGN (New 
Generation Network) from 
10 mbps to 20, Edgewood 
Elementary will be upgraded 
to 20 Mbps in November. 
Across the district, schools 
have varying Internet speeds 
dependent on numbers of 
users and usage determined 
by the Ministry’s NGN team; 
NSS – 100 Mbps; NES – 50 
Mbps; BES and Lucerne – 25 
Mbps; EES – 10 Mbps.

submitted
A full house of enthusiastic 

spectators and participants 
enjoyed the 125th anniversary 

St. Andrew’s United Church celebrates 125th
of St .  Andrew’s United 
Church in Kaslo recently. 
Lynn VanDeursen presented a 
marvelous display of the new 

role that St. Andrew’s plays in 
the Kaslo community. Speaking 
from the pulpit, VanDeursen 
linked both the old and the new 

at St. Andrew’s and summarized 
the church’s history in its 
traditional function. 

S u s a n  C l a n c y 
acknowledged the building is 
on the territory of the Ktunaxa 
Nation and that the United 
Church acknowledges the value 
of their traditions and cultural 
connection. 

In a brilliant display of the 
‘new’ roles at St. Andrew’s, 
various groups and individuals 
performed. David Stewart 
and his guitar ensemble 
played, the ballroom dancers 

demonstrated their fancy 
steps, and the Kuimba choir, 
directed by Karen Behn, sang 
for the audience. Individuals 
from within the choir also 
gave performances. Quilts 
fabricated by the Kaslo Quilters 
were on display; the quilters 
are big supporters of the 
Kaslo Heritage Hall, having 
purchased tables for it. 

The presentation was 
followed by a social time in 
the hall and a donation of $371 
was given to the Kaslo Food 
Hub which is in the hall’s 

basement. All in all, it was 
a very successful afternoon 
with benefits to the food hub, 
the United Church and the 
community at large. 

Considering 
Community 
Service? 
Consider Nakusp 
Rotary

Call Mayumi for Details: 
250-265-0002

St. Andrew’s United Church provided the Kaslo Food Hub with a $371 donation at its 125th anniversary event. L to R: 
John Whitehead and Mary Stickel from St Andrew’s and Erin Carr and Patrick Steiner from the Food Hub.

submitted
The Slocan Lake Arts 

Council is seeking poets, 
musicians, skits, and short story 
telling for the seventh annual 
Celebrate the Light event in 
Silverton on December 8.

The event is full of family 
fun, with live music and circle 
dancing, snacks and open mic 
performances.

Starting at 6 pm, there will 
be an opening set of volunteer 
local performers, snacks for sale 
and then the ever popular circle 
dancing led by Haya Maor, 
and accompanied by musicians 
Catherine McGrath and friends. 

Celebrate the Light event seeks acts
Themes of the evening are the 
celebration of Hanukkah, Solstice 
and the winter season. 

If you or your child would 
like to perform, please see the 
classified ad in this issue for 

contact information. Advance 
sign-up is necessary to make sure 
there is time for all to perform. 

More information will be 
posted at www.silvertongallery.
ca.

submitted
Folk powerhouse The 

Small Glories are Cara Luft 
and JD Edwards, a dynamic 
duo planted on the Canadian 
Prairies. Co-founder of the The 
Wailin’ Jennys, Juno Award 
winner Luft may have found 
her best musical match yet in 
a partnership that could almost 
make you believe in fate.

These two veteran singer/
songwriters built  a buzz 

The glorious return of The Small Glories
around their tight harmonies, 
authenticity, visceral live 
performances and guitar 
prowess that doesn’t come 
around too often. And Luft 
packs a mean banjo! 

Don’t miss this unique 
musical union in song and 
sound, weaving and tangling 
traditional and modern folk and 
roots music at the Langham in 
Kaslo November 14 at 7 pm. 
Tickets are $20 in advance at 

Sunnyside Naturals & Willow 
Home Gallery, $22 at the door.  

www.thelangham.ca

The Small Glories

Devon Duerichen and Gabriel Nemiroff perform at a previous Celebration event.
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Kootenay Thunder travelled 

to Revelstoke October 12-14 
to participate in the Revelstoke 
Kodiaks ’ annua l  Diva  Cup 
Tournament. Six teams from Dawson 

Nakusp women’s hockey team plays first tournament in over a decade
Creek, Kamloops, Vernon, Golden, 
Revelstoke and Nakusp competed 
for the cup.

The Thunder went into the 
tournament with only two skates 
under their belts as Nakusp’s ice 

wasn’t ready until Thanksgiving 
weekend. The other teams had been 
skating and practising since August. 
Half the team had never been in a 
tournament, as they are still new to 
the sport and had only played in four 
games against the Kodiaks over the 
past two years. 

Nakusp’s first game was Friday 
night at 7:45 against Kamloops and 
it was clear right from the first puck 
drop that Kootenay Thunder was 
going to be outplayed. The team 
played their hearts out but were 
no match for the very experienced 
and very skilled Kamloops team 

and they lost 8-0. Goalie Stephanie 
Stenseth received ‘player of the 
game’ which was well deserved as 
she was pummeled by the Kamloops 
team but never gave up. 

Thunder’s second game saw 
them playing Golden at 8 am on 
Saturday morning. This game was 
evenly matched, and the game ended 
in a scoreless tie. 

Game number three saw the 
women go up against Dawson Creek 
at 2:45 Saturday afternoon. It was a 
rough game with the Dawson team 
playing hard and taking down Nakusp 
players. Defence Sheila Seaton took 

a hard hit while protecting goalie 
Stenseth and forward Margaret 
Andrews took a hard hit from behind. 
Forward Tracy Smith received a 
nasty slash on her upper thigh and 
Stenseth was repeatedly slashed by 
one Dawson player every time she 
was on the ice. Unfortunately for 
the Thunder, only two penalties were 
called against Dawson and the game 
ended in a 7-0 loss. The team came 
off the ice tired and sore. 

Their last game saw them up 
against Revelstoke Kodiaks on 
Sunday morning at 10:45. They 
played their hearts out and finally 
Karlee Cooke scored their first goal 
of the weekend, assist going to Leah 
Gilliland. The excitement from 
the team was thunderous and even 
the Kodiaks celebrated with them. 
Unfortunately, the team lost 6-1 but 
they were still smiling. Star of the 
game deservedly went to Karlee 
Cooke.

Stenseth was asked about her 
perspective of the weekend and she 
replied, “With 80% of our ladies 
never being in a hockey tourney 
before and only ever having played 
Revelstoke, I think we, as a team, got 
our eyes opened … There is room for 
improvement and I firmly believe a 
coach and drills would be beneficial 
for the Thunder team.”

The Revels toke Kodiaks 
had a surplus of players and two 
women from their team joined the 
Thunder for the weekend. Both were 
experienced and enthusiastic and the 
Nakusp team was grateful to have 
them as they contributed so much 
to the team both on and off the ice. 

The jerseys donned by Kootenay 
Thunder this weekend were brand 
new out of the box hours before their 
first game and the team would like 
to thank Recreation Commission #4 
for the generous grant that made it 
possible. 

The tournament saw most of the 
teams wearing dark colours, so it 
was confusing at times for the teams 
to know who was who on the ice. 
Kootenay Thunder girls are actively 
looking for another sponsor so they 
can purchase a second set of game 
jerseys in a light colour to avoid this 
in their next tournament or game. 
They are also looking for a coach to 
help them out on the ice, so if you or 
anyone you know are interested in 
becoming a sponsor or coach, contact 
Sheila Seaton at 250-265-1998.  The 
team practices Wednesday nights 
6:45 – 8 pm and newcomers and all 
levels are welcome to join. 

Back row: Karlee Cooke, Tawny Sidwell, Tracy Smith, Sheila Seaton, Darian Smith, Kimberly Roberts, 
Jessica Bradbury, Nadine Raynolds, Angela Carson; middle row: Leah Gilliland, Jordana Letkeman, 

Stephanie Stenseth, Shannon Huyber, Caitlin Marcolli; front row: Sarah Lord, Sarah Sanders.


