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Nakusp’s Downtown Revitalization ground-breaking ceremony took place September 4. Pictured here are the members of the Downtown Revitalization 
Committee: Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling, ASLCS Executive Director Tim Payne, Councillor Ulli Mueller, Rosemary Parent, NACFOR’s Frances Swan 
and Kathy Smith, RDCK Area K Director Paul Peterson, CBT’s Lynda Lafleur, business owners Valerie Hill, Ali Raskob, Beth McLeod, and Kate Tupper.
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by Jan McMurray

The upcoming municipal elections 
on October 20 have generated a lot of 
interest in our communities.

There will be elections in all five 
municipalities covered by the Valley 
Voice (New Denver, Silverton, Slocan, 
Nakusp, and Kaslo), as well as in 
School District 10 Arrow Lakes.

The three Regional District of 
Central Kootenay (RDCK) seats 
in our area are not being contested, 
so Area D (North Kootenay Lake) 
Director Aimee Watson, Area H 
(Slocan Valley) Director Walter 
Popoff, and Area K (Arrow Lakes) 
Director Paul Peterson will all continue 
on for another four-year term.

The two School District 8 trustees 
in our area will return by acclamation, 
as well – Slocan Valley Trustee Sharon 
Nazaroff and Kaslo/Area D Trustee 
Dawn Lang.

In New Denver, incumbent mayor 
Ann Bunka is being challenged by 
Leonard Casley. Casley is the New 
Denver and Area fire chief and has 
served on New Denver council in 
the past.

None of the incumbent New 
Denver councillors are seeking re-
election. The brand new slate of 
candidates includes John Fyke, Vern 
Gustafson, June McMillan, George 

Local election candidates announced: elections in all five Villages, acclamations in the RDCK
Meier, Colin Moss, and Gerald 
Wagner. 

Silverton also has a race for 
mayor. Incumbent Jason Clarke is 
up against Don Broughton, longtime 
Silverton resident who lets council 
know when he’s unhappy with their 
decisions. There are five candidates for 
the four Silverton councillor positions. 
Incumbents Carol Bell, Leah Main, 
and Arlene Yofonoff are seeking re-
election; Bill Christian is not. The 
other two candidates are Kerry Gordon 
and Tanya Gordon.

Slocan will see no change in 
mayor – Jessica Lunn will be elected 
by acclamation. The five candidates 
for the four councillor seats include 
three incumbents: Joel Pelletier, 
Madeleine Perriere, and Burly Van 
Bynen. Ezra Buller and Denise Dufault 
have also tossed their hats into the 
ring. Incumbent Jean Patterson is not 
seeking re-election.

Nakusp  has a slate of 12 
candidates in total – two for mayor 
and 10 for councillor. Bob Lafleur 
and Tom Zeleznik are vying for the 
mayor’s seat. Zeleznik is an incumbent 
councillor and Lafleur is the Village’s 
former Chief Administrative Officer.

The ten councillor candidates for 
Nakusp are: Clayton Brooks (former 
councillor), Susan DeSandoli, Len 

Heppner (incumbent), Joseph Hughes 
(former councillor), Reny Kitto, Aidan 
McLaren-Caux, Janis Neufeld, Mike 
Riediger, Lee Rooks, and Bill Tobey 
(incumbent). 

In Kaslo, there is a three-way 
mayoral race between incumbent 
Suzan Hewat, former mayor Pat 
Mackle, and former RDCK Area D 
director Andy Shadack.

The seven candidates for Kaslo 
councillor are: Geoffrey Halliday, 
Michael Halliday, Kellie Knoll 
(incumbent), Rob Lang (incumbent), 
Molly Leathwood (former councillor), 
John Rasmussen, and Henry Van Mill 
(incumbent). 

In School District 10 Arrow 
Lakes, there are four candidates for 
the two at large seats: incumbent Lora 

Lee Brekke, Christine Dixon-Grout, 
Aidan McLaren-Caux, and incumbent 
Judy Struck. Melissa Teindl will keep 
her seat for the Central Zone (Nakusp) 
and Rhonda Farrell will keep hers 
for the Eastern (New Denver) Zone. 
Danyea Simon is the sole candidate 
for the Southern (Burton, Fauquier, 
Edgewood) Zone; incumbent Quinn 
DeCourcy is not seeking re-election.



The Valley Voice   September 20, 20182 NEWS

submitted
Kootenay-Columbia 

Member  of  Par l iament 

Nelson cannabis public meeting yields a good exchange 
Wayne Stetski hosted a 
public forum in Nelson 
last week to discuss the 

c a n n a b i s  l e g a l i z a t i o n 
legislation that will come 
into effect on October 17. 

Stetski was joined by his 
caucus colleague Murray 
Rankin, the MP for Victoria. 

Rankin  i s  the  NDP 
Jus t ice  Cr i t ic  and has 
studied the legislation in 
depth. Rankin began by 
giving an overview of Bills 
C45 and C46 which cover 
the legalization of cannabis 
and amend the Criminal 
Code to include cannabis 
impairment while driving 
motor vehicles and boats. 
The scope of the new law 
is huge and complex and 
its implementation and 
ramifications are in many 
aspects still evolving. 

Uruguay is the only 
other country to legalize 
cannabis and so Canada 
does not have extensive 
examples to draw from 
that provide a nation-wide 
framework.  I t  is  to be 
expected that there will 
be some hiccups along 
the way and both Rankin 
and Stetski assured the 
audience that  they are 
working to assist people 
in their ridings to navigate 
the new rules and to access 
the information needed to 
participate in the regulated 
industry. 

“ I  v e r y  m u c h 
appreciated the personal 
stories shared by people 
at the meeting on how the 
new laws will impact their 
lives” said Stetski. “We will 
continue to work with, and 
on, the Liberal government 
to try to get this important 
initiative right. It was clear 
from the meeting that there 
is still a lot of work to do.”

Two topics were raised 
the most: the detrimental 
impact on medical cannabis 
users  and dispensar ies 
under the new regulations; 
and, the challenge to protect 
public safety on the roads 
through use of new methods 
of measuring impairment 
and enforcing cannabis 
impairment with roadside 
saliva tests and follow-up 
blood tests.

The use of edibles will 
not  become legal  unti l 
October 2019. The NDP 
caucus fought this delay in 
Parliament but the Liberal 
government defeated their 
a t tempts  to  amend the 
legislation. A large number 
of people rely on edibles 
for  medical  t reatments 
including young children 

and seniors, so what are 
these people supposed to 
do? Why topical treatments 
will be banned when they do 
not cause impairment, and 
why medical dispensaries 
in Nelson have to close 
when  recrea t iona l  use 
stores open, were two of 
the questions raised. 

Limits for impairment 
related to driving have 
been set at two nanograms 
per  mil l i l i t re  of  blood 
with fines and penalties 
increasing with impairment 
similar to drinking and 
driving legislation. There 
will be many challenges 
to this process according 
t o  a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r s 
and  much  unce r t a in ty 
about how to know when 
you are impaired.  One 
person suggested that the 
government should spend 
some money to purchase 
testing devices to be made 
available so people can 
self-test; similarly, access 
to free blood tests in clinics 
would help to gauge how 
long cannabis stayed in 
your body. One person 
asked “can I be charged 
with impaired driving if 
I am a medical cannabis 
user?” Answer: yes. 

Rankin explained his 
concern that the government 
did not introduce measures 
t o  e x p u n g e  c r i m i n a l 
records for simple cannabis 
possession to take effect at 
the same time that cannabis 
use became legal. He noted 
that as the legislation was 
being written, in 2016, 
75% of charges in Canada 
were for simple possession. 
Rankin will introduce his 
own Private  Member ’s 
Bill to make those charges 
disappear from people’s 
records as of October 17. 

R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e 
e v e n i n g ,  R a n k i n  s a i d 
“The interplay between 
the municipal, provincial 
and federal laws is the 
subject of great interest 
as governments and all 
Canadians work together 
to achieve an effective 
r egu la to ry  sys t em fo r 
cannabis after October 17. 
The audience in Nelson was 
remarkably knowledgeable 
and the quality of the debate 
therefore very high.”

MPs Murray Rankin and Wayne Stetski hosted a public forum in Nelson last week to discuss the cannabis legalization legislation.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Art Joyce
Provincial fisheries biologists 

Jeff Burrows and Matt Neufeld had 
some difficult news to deliver at a 
public information session held in 
Kaslo September 5. Kokanee stocks 
in Kootenay Lake have fallen from 
a historic high of over two million 
spawners in 1998 to just 12,000 last 
fall. As Burrows explained, kokanee 
are a ‘keystone species,’ meaning 
that if their population collapses, 
the aquatic ecosystem that relies on 
them could collapse. That number of 
spawners is insufficient to ensure the 
future of kokanee, Burrows added.

T h e  F i s h  a n d  Wi l d l i f e 
Compensation Program (FWCP) 
was established in response to the 
construction of the Columbia River 
dam system, which stopped the 
natural flow of nutrients through 
Kootenay Lake. By the 1990s, 
both Arrow and Kootenay Lakes 
became ‘ultra-oligotrophic,’ meaning 
poorly nourished. FWCP initiated the 
Nutrient Restoration Program (NRP) 
in 1992 to address this deficiency. 
The program was expanded in 
1999 to include the Arrow Lakes 
reservoir in response to impacts from 
Revelstoke and Mica dams. Nutrient 
supplementation requires a careful 

balancing act to avoid creating 
algae blooms, which starve aquatic 
ecosystems of oxygen. 

Mysis shrimp, introduced in 
Kootenay Lake in 1949 as a potential 
food source for kokanee, turned 
out to be competitors, consuming 
daphnia, a primary kokanee food 
stock along with zooplankton. But 
Neufeld doesn’t see the shrimp as 
seriously impacting kokanee food 
supply. Zooplankton production 
has actually soared since 2012 and 
remained at historic highs to 2017. 
Recent data shows up to 20% of the 
rainbow trout diet has been Mysis 
shrimp, an increase since monitoring 
began. Burrows said it’s unclear 
whether this shift will be of benefit to 
kokanee: are the shrimp supporting 
kokanee predators and delaying their 
recovery?

For some years it appeared the 
NRP was a roaring success, but 
recently the Gerrard rainbow trout 
and the bull trout population – which 
feeds on kokanee fry – has exploded. 
That has upset the optimal predator-
prey ratio, causing the kokanee 
population to plummet. In response, 
the provincial fisheries branch 
of FLNRO initiated an advisory 
team with experts from across the 

province in 2014, releasing its 
Action Plan in 2016. Action tools, 
also known as ‘levers for change,’ 
include continued nutrient additions; 
importing millions more kokanee 
eggs and fry; predator management 
actions, including directed removals 
of predator species; changes to sport 
fishing regulations to allow for 
higher daily catch limits, especially 
on bull trout; and the possibility of 
conservation aquaculture or land-
based ‘fish farms’ if bull trout or 
Gerrard rainbow collapse. 

So far, only this last option has 
not yet been tried, but none of these 
actions has had the desired effect. 
A bull trout cull at Duncan dam 
in July was met with protest from 
local residents. Using fish pens for 
kokanee was considered but the 
problem is that raising kokanee 
beyond a fall fry size – raising 
their survival prospect – is difficult. 
Fall fry are prime food stock for 
predators. During stable periods, 
there were 200-300 predators per ton 
of kokanee, but this shot up to over 
1,600 per ton in 2014. This has since 
dropped to about 1,000 but kokanee 
survival has not yet rebounded. 

Neufeld said that 16 million 
eggs and fry have been stocked in 
Kootenay Lake over the past three 
years from hatcheries across BC. 
Stocking accounted for 60% of the 
eggs in the main body of Kootenay 
Lake in 2017. However, the typical 
survival rate is only 25% in the 
lake, per year. Even worse, recent 
survival rates for kokanee spawners 
has been as low as 5-6%. At that 
rate, Burrows explained, these stocks 
could go as low as 2,000. “If it stays 
at that rate, kokanee are extirpated 
as a keystone species. Recovery 

Kokanee fishery in Kootenay Lake in danger of collapse
will not occur without a change in 
survival rates.” If that happens, both 
bull trout and Gerrard rainbow trout 
may also face an uncertain future. 
There’s a large gap between Gerrard 
spawners, which are at about 160 – 
enough to sustain them – and bull 
trout spawners, which were at 3,500 
in 2017. 

Earlier this year the Action Plan 
came under review, recommending 
additional stocking and predator 
management, i.e. reductions. ‘Kelt 
fences’ will be installed to intercept 
post-spawner adult bull trout for 
sampling and some removal before 
entering Kootenay Lake from the 
Kaslo River and Hamill Creek during 
the last two weeks of September. 
Angling changes – in addition to the 
increased catch quota for Kootenay 
Lake – could include a Duncan 
River harvest of bull trout. Ironically, 
historic ‘catch and release’ public 
education campaigns have succeeded 
rather too well – up to 50% of anglers 
return their catch. They will be 
encouraged now to keep their bull 
trout catch, but it can take years to 
make a dent in their population, 
Neufeld cautioned. He said the return 
of barbed hooks could be allowed but 
would only be a short-term solution. 

In response to audience questions 
Neufeld said it’s beyond the capacity 
of current hatcheries to produce 
more kokanee eggs and fry than 
they do currently. “We’re doing the 
best we can,” he said. “We’re taxing 
Kinbasket reservoir and Whatshan 
as much as we can without risking 
collapse there too.”

submitted
The Colville Confederated Tribes 

(CCT) presented its case in the Rick 
Desautel/Sinixt Hunting Rights case 
before the BC Court of Appeal in 
Vancouver on September 12. This was 
the second appeal in this landmark 
case. A decision is expected sometime 
in 2019.

The case was first heard in the 
provincial court, where Judge Lisa 
Mrozinski ruled that Desautel, and by 
extension all Sinixt people, including 
Sinixt or Lakes members of the CCT, 
have the right to hunt in their traditional 
territory in Canada. The Province 
appealed that decision to the BC 
Supreme Court, where the decision 
was upheld.

“We are grateful for a very engaged 
hearing from the Court of Appeal, and 
confident that the Court will hold, as 
previous courts have decided, that the 
Sinixt people are not ‘extinct’ in Canada 
and that Rick Desautel, as a Sinixt 
descendant, has the right to hunt in the 
traditional and historic territories of the 
Sinixt in British Columbia,” Colville 
Chairman Rodney Cawston said.

The Sinixt/Lakes Tribe is one 
of 12 represented by the CCT. For 
thousands of years, the Sinixt people 

have occupied a sizable territory in what 
is now British Columbia, and moved 
back and forth across what they view 
as an artificial boundary between the 
US and Canada. After that boundary was 
established in 1846, Sinixt people on the 
US side found it increasingly difficult to 
continue to exercise their rights north 
of the border, particularly when a law 
passed in 1896 to make it illegal to hunt 
in their Canadian territory. Ultimately, 
many Sinixt people were forced to settle 
south of the border, and the Sinixt were 
later declared to be ‘extinct’ in Canada 
in 1956.

“I found it to be very humbling to 
watch the judge listen to our argument” 
said Rick Desautel. “The Sinixt have 
continued to exercise their inherent 
rights to hunt, gather and maintain their 
cultural and historical connections in 
our territory in British Columbia. I 
am honoured that this case will allow 
my grandchildren and Sinixt future 
generations to carry on those traditions.”

If the Court of Appeal upholds 
the decision once again, the province 
can seek leave (meaning they need 
permission, which is based on a ‘national 
and public importance’ test) to appeal to 
the Supreme Court of Canada as the final 
level of appeal.

Sinixt hunting rights case heard 
by BC Court of Appeal
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New Fall Menu coming soon! 
Check our Facebook page for details.

Nature’s cure 
for mosquitos

Often greed, lies, corruption, 
and dishonesty get the money. 
After all, that’s the origin of money 
in its more ancient origin. Plus 
greed motivates. But it’s time to use 
money for good. Instead of using the 
$80,000 for pesticides, we can use it 
to build birdhouses and bat homes 
to naturally control mosquitos. The 
bird that eats mosquitos is the violet-
green swallow. 

There is a correct design for the 
birdhouses to keep racoons at bay. 
The hole is 1 3/8” in diameter and it 
is at least five inches from the bottom 
so the racoon’s arm can’t reach that 
deep. Saw grooves are made on the 
inside to help the young birds get out. 

Nanno Nanning
Nelson 

Eupehemisms 
in forestry

I am sick of vocabulary used by 
the industrial forest industry that lies 
to and misleads the public. It goes so 
far that they believe their own bumpf. 

Forest Stewardship Plan. What 
does that evoke? A nice select logged 
forest. What is it really? An absolute 
devastation, dead silence, fauna 
crushed, animals fled or dead. A 
clearcut most likely. 

Wildlife Tree Retention. Do you 
imagine at least a stand of trees? 
Could be only one. 

G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  w i l d l i f e 
management. They could be very 
old and do not nearly compensate 
for what is done to their habitat. 
When there are questions, doubts, 
reactions, it is always: “We follow 
the guidelines,” the Holy Bible of 
how to pretend like you know what 
you are doing, make huge mistakes 
and pretend they did not happen. 

NOW.A word government seems 
not to know. NOW a review of all 
forest practices. No more clearcuts. 

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Alamo Mill fire 
I would like to express my 

sincere thanks and appreciation 
to the New Denver, Silverton and 
Area Volunteer Fire Department 
as well as the local RCMP for 
the prompt manner in which they 
responded, handled and extinguished 
the ‘nuisance fire’ at the old Alamo 
Mill site. As to the Southeast Fire 
Centre’s classification of this fire as 
‘nuisance’ I can only say that they 
are all nuisance fires when they start 
– and after monitoring and assessing 
they can turn into a major forest 
fire. The volunteer fire department 
responded in a manner that the 
forestry of old used to do. They hit 
it hard and they hit it fast.

This great group of volunteers 
persevered in hauling firefighting 
equipment to the site. This is just 
one more reason that these publicly 
funded trails should have motorized 
accessibility where possible in case 
of all types of emergencies, with 
gates at the end like the lower end 
of the valley.

I would also like to thank the 
fire chief for putting we the residents 
east of Duncan Drive on ‘evacuation 
alert.’ Even though Forestry and 
RDCK noted they had no part in this 
alert, it gave us residents a chance to 
move livestock and personal papers 
and items in advance in case the fire 
got larger. We have a great group of 
people looking after us and having 
our backs. New Denver, Silverton 
and Area Fire Department, you are 
greatly appreciated.

Ken Gordon
Denver Siding

Liberal 
shortcomings 
make election 
prospects dismal

A federal election looms in 2019. 
One year can make a huge difference, 
I know, yet I’m close to 100% sure 
I cannot cast a ballot for one of the 

three major parties. Liberals failed to 
come close to our expectations when 
Justin got elected. He has shown 
himself a miserable lightweight, a 
poseur who knows how to project 
attractive imagery. He delivered 
thin substance after trumpeting 
progressivist promise. Trudeau told 
a (Texas) audience Canada must 
“develop” petro-resources, that any 
nation so blessed would tap Alberta’s 
abundance – tens of billions of 
barrels of fossil fuels: his deepest 
mind revealed.

Conservatives are still Harperites, 
just sneakier about it. Harper was an 
Alberta-made nightmare. To defeat 
his worldview – for no other reason – 
I joined the federal Liberals, electing 
Justin to party leadership (April, 
2013). I achieved my minimal goal; 
Harper is gone, defeated by the man 
I knew would do it.

The NDP have lost  their 
compass; they used to be socialists. 
They cannot speak socialism, 
for that would lose votes from 
Canada’s mediocrities. Ruling-class 
puppeteers have brainwashed our 
mediocrities against socialism. The 
NDP response is to ‘go middle’ by 
jettisoning principles. I support a 
party which loses elections but is 
right on substantive issues and tells 
the truth. 

Capi ta l i s t  consc iousness 
imprisons Trudeau’s mind. He 

lied about balancing economy 
with environment to gain office. 
Power was the goal; he has it. His 
reforms are few, superficial, feeble, 
underwhelming. These election 
prospects are dismal. I’ll find a fourth 
option.

Charles Jeanes
Nelson

Judge’s pipeline 
decision 
thoughtfully 
rendered

Whether you support or oppose 
the Kinder Morgan pipeline 
expansion this is a must-read 
decision, with the judiciary at their 
finest. You can find it online at:

https://www.documentcloud.
org/documents/4801795-Fed-
Court-of-Appeal.html

Madam Justice Dawson spends 
the bulk of her time dismissing 
appeal claims that she found to 
have no merit as both the NEB 
and the government of Canada 
met the requirements of the law. 
She then zeroes in with razor-sharp 
precision, explaining where first 
the NEB and then Canada and the 
‘Governor in Council,’ Trudeau 
and Cabinet, failed to apply the 
law correctly.

This judgement is a review as to 

where the full extent of the law was 
not followed prior to the issuing of 
the permit for construction of the 
pipeline expansion. For those of 
you who do not have time to read 
the full extent of the decision here 
are some highlights you can review:

1) Failure of the NEB to include 
and consider marine-shipping 
impacts and failure of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet to consider 
NEB failure before issuing 
permit: pp. 468-471; 2) Failure of 
Canada and Prime Minister and 
Cabinet to adequately consult and 
accommodate the Squamish on 
their concern relating to potential 
dill-bit spills: p. 668; 3) Failure of 
Canada and Prime Minister and 
Cabinet to adequately consult and 
accommodate Coldwater on their 
concern relating to their drinking 
water aquifer: p. 680; 4) Failure 
of Canada and Prime Minister and 
Cabinet to adequately consult and 
accommodate the StoLo Collective 
on their cultural, archaeological 
and constitutional fishing rights: p. 
727; 5) Quashing of the permit to 
construct Kinder Morgan pipeline 
expansion, with clear direction to 
government of Canada and Prime 
Minister and Cabinet as to how 
legal deficiencies can be remedied: 
pp. 759-776.

The finite manner of detail 
with which the Appeals Court 
Justice dissects the appellant’s 
claims and finds the NEB, Canada 
and the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet wanting will make this an 
extremely difficult case to appeal to 
the Supreme Court, as the Justice, 
in my opinion, carefully and plainly 
lays out where the NEB and Prime 
Minister and Cabinet failed to 
follow the law.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo
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Join the Rod 
and Cannon 
Club

The Canadian government is 
considering an outright ban on handguns 
and assault rifles. I would support such a 
ban, and I believe that many Canadians, 
including gun-owning Canadians, would 
also be in favour.

Unfortunately all the organizations 
that claim to represent gun owners have 
come out strongly against the plan, warning 
the government, NRA style, that they will 
pay a big price at the polls if they institute 
such a ban. The Canadian Coalition for 
Firearms Rights, the Canadian Shooting 
Sports Association, and the Canadian 
National Firearms Association are warning 
the government not to proceed.

My friend Steve Cannon and I once 
had a discussion about the fact that these 
associations don’t really reflect the will 
of most gun owners. We decided that we 
should form a new club, and call it the Rod 
and Cannon Club, a club that would better 
reflect the outlook of the gun owners who 
don’t agree that all guns should be available 
to everyone, and recognize the threat posed 
by such a position. We never did form an 
actual club of course, but I would urge all 
gun owners who would join the club to 
contact their MP and let them know that 
there are also a lot of votes to be gained 
by such a ban.

I just received a flyer in the mail, 
selling guns. It displays 10 semi-automatic 
handguns, a 12- or 20-gauge pistol grip 
shotgun, a ‘bullpup’ assault rifle with an 
18.6” barrel, and six rifles that are clearly 
designed to be used as weapons, not tools. 
All, apparently, legal in Canada.

Without handguns and semi-automatic 
rifles, ne’er do wells would have a much 
harder time slaughtering innocents to 
make a name for themselves. Many gun 
club leaders believe that the more guns 
we have the safer we are. We believe that 
to be ludicrous. If you agree, join the club, 
and tell your government to buy back all 
handguns and semi-automatic rifles, and 
severely sentence anyone who refuses to 
get rid of them. Without our assurances, 
I believe the Liberals will chicken out 
and bring in a half-baked ban. The longer 
they wait to do the right thing, the harder 
it will be to do.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Disastrous 
forestry policies 

Fores’tree’ in BC has been an 
ecological disaster. It’s also been a 
disaster for the economy and jobs, 
which have been negatively impacted 
by feller-bunchers, self-loading logging 
trucks, and raw log exports and less 
value-added manufacturing. Small-scale 
sawmills are gone. Clearcutting leads to 
poor moisture retention, faster snowpack 
melt, floods, soil erosion, and mudslides. 
Instead of ‘natural forests’ of multi-aged 
and various species, fungi, diversity of 
insects and wildlife, single species ‘tree 
plantations’ are vulnerable to pine beetles 
resulting from drought stress and few 
cold winters for bug kill due to global 

warming, no older tree cover protection 
for both seedlings’ sun shade and snow 
loads. They even use nonsensical toxic 
herbicide spraying to kill ‘competing 
species’: regenerative fireweed, aspen 
and other ‘fire retardant’ deciduous trees, 
bushes like huckleberries and wildlife 
forage that have a 25-year protective life 
span, and actually enhance the desired 
species conifer growth.

Fifty years ago, forest fires not put 
out for regenerative growth with conifer 
seed release, reducing fuel loads, made 
some sense. ‘Prescribed burning’ today 
is not a healthy ‘prescription’ for climate 
change cancer. Spring and fall burns in 
smokier, damp seasons extend Beijing 
air quality smoke, to almost six months, 
with potential summer re-igniting from 
smouldering piles. With drought, bug 
kill, and tinder-dry conditions in forests, 
too much carbon in the atmosphere, 
depleted carbon sink trees, air quality 
for asthmatics and the vulnerable, and 
fire intensity which could lead to fire 
escape...we’d be like the Okanagan 
wildfire arsonist. (Set about 30 fires.)

Nice we’ll protect our human homes 
from fires... what about the wildlife who 
have suffered deaths, habitat and food 
source loss, human encroachment on 
their territory, long and deadly wildfire 
seasons, and now ‘prescribed burning?’ 
An inventory on wildfire and wildlife 
loss (some aerial surveys, GPS can 
be used), and a moratorium on all old 
growth forestry clearcutting (i.e. the 
Incomappleux), should be done, after 
600+ forest fires this year, let alone in the 
past two years. In 2017, our BC carbon 
footprint exceeded by three times the 
allotted from wildfires alone.

Selectively logging bug kill trees, 
cutting perimeters around the cities and 
replanting with fire-retardant deciduous 
species, homeowners firesmarting their 
properties, manual cutting and brush 
removal, then ideally, burning waste in 
co-generation power plants would lead 
to jobs, less carbon release, and fewer 
wildfire risks.

Herb Hammond, Slocan Valley 
ecosystem-based forestry expert, should 
be hired by the City of Nelson this fall 
to enact a strategy for forest remediation, 
and a plan for wildfire safety risk 
reduction.

Marion Bergevin
Nelson 

Governments 
breaking the law

The transition from Harper to 
Trudeau was seamless. Plans rolled 
ahead for forcing through the Trans 
Mountain pipeline, regardless of what the 
public or First Nations had to say. Here in 
BC John Horgan is as illogically insistent 
on the Site C dam, ignoring the fact that 
this dam goes against both common 
sense and the rule of law just as surely 
as Trudeau’s pipeline was found to be in 
violation of the law of the land.

And, thinking of our diminishing 
and sickened wild salmon, here is a quote 
from Alexandra Morton:

“I am in court next week to stop 
piscine reovirus from entering BC 
waters. I already won this case, but 

the Minister of Fisheries refuses to 
acknowledge the court’s decision. The 
Namgis of Alert Bay have filed a lawsuit 
to stop the Minister of Fisheries and 
Marine Harvest from putting piscine 
reovirus-infected farm salmon into their 
territory. A reasonable request as this 
is the law. These cases will be heard 
together Monday-Friday September 
10-14, 701 W. Georgia St., Vancouver.”

So what we have is governments 
breaking the law, or not obeying the 
law when it suits them, and that leads 
directly to the question of who their 
actual constituents are, and also where 
are the brakes citizens like us can use 
on this kind of immoral and illegal 
behaviour? First Nations know all about 
this behaviou r; they have had to fight it 
since conquest. And now we are in their 
shoes, believe it or not.

First past the post electoral systems 
allow a party to gain complete control 
over government with a minority of 
the vote. We have seen this forever, and 
are told, ‘it leads to stable government.’ 
But, in fact, it leads to dictatorship. If 
I think spending $4.5 billion dollars of 
taxpayer’s money for an old pipeline is 
wrong, where’s even the possibility of 
discussion?

I’m not saying that proportional 
representation will solve all our 
problems, because it won’t. We are 
stuck with politicians like Trudeau and 
Horgan clearly under the control of the 
oil and gas interests, but at least PR will 
offer the chance for an exchange of 
ideas. There’s a good chance that Site C 
will cost $20 billion, and there’s a good 
chance that the Trans Mountain pipeline 
will cost $20 billion. This is money that 
could be used to transition to a low or no 
carbon economy. This is a huge amount 
of money that will be used, in the end, 
to increase global emissions, and this is 
money the government says it doesn’t 
have, for social programs.

As Hurricane Florence wrecks 
the US southeast seaboard, Trudeau, 
Horgan, Ford and the rest say – “Hey! 
We’re not gaming the system. Read 
our lips.”

Harvey Armstrong
Johnson’s Landing

Open letter to 
government re: 
Trozzo Creek water 
licence application

First, an invitation to the Rivers Day 
Celebration. Come be part of the River 
Day story September 30, 2018 in Slocan. 
Meet at 11:30 at Pavilion and luncheon 
at Legion. See ad.

The Perry Ridge Water Users’ 
Association is a water user group in the 
Slocan Valley. Our constitution includes 
protection of biodiversity, which includes 
the biodiversity of the Slocan River, 
where the many creeks flow from the 
mountains.

We are familiar with Trozzo Creek 
and recently took a river tour and stopped 
at the mouth of Trozzo. We hiked up 
from the river and observed the water 
temperature change. The creek was much 
colder than the main stem of the river. 

As a result, there were many young fish 
using the creek, as well as a leopard frog. 
As the creek entered the river, there was 
a sculpin in the gravel.

The Slocan River is already 
struggling to support the indigenous 
fish populations, as the dams on the 
Columbia had a severe impact on 
fisheries. The Lemon Creek fuel spill 
further impacted the fish population. 
Since the Slocan River is one of the 
last tributaries to the Columbia without 
a dam on it, it has a greater value to 
fisheries. This value includes the cold 
creeks draining into the main stem of 
the river, keeping the temperatures cold 
for fisheries. Climate change is already 
having an effect on weather and water 
warming and any added stress to water 
temperature is not acceptable.

Our main objection to the proposed 
water licence on Trozzo Creek is the 
increased temperature of the creek by 
diverting the large quantity of water from 
the creek and on re-entry, an increase in 
temperature.

The osprey and bald eagles have 
returned as the indigenous fish are 
increasing. Ducks and river otters also 
depend on the Slocan River for fisheries. 
This increase in fish populations is 
a result of careful water quality and 
quantity being maintained by the creeks, 
which need to be protected as they are.

Because of the danger of transmitting 
disease even with a plan for filters, 
human error would cause disease to 
enter the river and affect the fisheries, in 
particular the rainbow trout. Even with 
good intention, mistakes happen and 
wildlife plays a heavy price.

The river is also used for recreation. 
The Rails to Trails brings many tourists 
to visit the river. This is the new economy 
of the Slocan Valley, due to the decreased 
logging and mill closure. A clean river is 
a necessary part of the recreational value 
to the local economy. The Valhalla Park 
and Slocan Lake bring tourism to the 
lower valley. The Slocan Valley offers 
tourists an experience to use the river 
and the local businesses benefit from the 
natural habitat being protected.

Fish farms are not a natural part of this 
environment and our association believes 
that the river should not be put at risk by 
diverting water from a cold stream. As 
a result of the cool temperature, Trozzo 
Creek is contributing a healthy habitat 
for fish from the Slocan River and should 
not be diverted.

Therefore ,  we oppose  the 
application.

Marilyn Burgoon
Perry Ridge Water Users 

Association
Stop being Mr 
Big, RCMP

It is painful to watch the RCMP 
railroad people into the courts and 
jail with their Mr Big sting operation. 
Perhaps the RCMP does not want to 
get rid of Mr Big because it was made 
right here in Canada – BC to be precise.

The sting works effectively enough. 
The RCMP go undercover and pretend 
to be big tough gangsters or big-time 
criminals. When they enlist a new 

“recruit” they tell him to come clean 
on all the crimes  committed so there 
won’t be any surprises. They reassure 
the poor sap that he won’t get in trouble 
and that they have lawyers to erase 
any problems. When the new “gang 
member” tells of murder or some other 
heinous crime, the undercover RCMP 
records the confession and the new 
recruit is arrested and charged.

John Nuttall and Amanda Korody 
were two destitute junkies on welfare 
in Vancouver. The RCMP Mr Big sting 
lavished them with money, methadone, 
a hotel room and leadership to set off 
pressure cooker bombs on Canada Day 
on the BC Legislature (2013). Millions 
of dollars in wages and overtime 
were spent on 240 RCMP members 
railroading these two dupes to be 
terrorists with ties to the Middle East. 
Instead of realizing they had no case, 
the RCMP continued down the road 
of entrapment; a “case of police-
manufactured crime” said BC Supreme 
Court Justice Catherine Bruce. Bruce 
struck down the conviction of Nuttall 
and Korody in 2016. Nuttall and Korody  
have spent three years behind bars.

The RCMP set up Nuttall and 
Korody in Kelowna and lavished them 
with whatever they wanted for their 
future terrorist crime. Usually the Mr 
Big sting involves coercing a new 
member in the Mr Big organization to 
admit to crimes in the past and use the 
confession to convict them. This new 
twist of the Mr Big was deemed to be 
“innovative in crime investigation” 
by BC Crown prosecutors. Nuttall 
and Korody soon grew in fear of their 
lives as the five-month sting operation 
dragged on. “I need this done. If this 
doesn’t get done, we are done. Get 
it? We will be dropped. We will be 
deleted,” Nuttall said to his common-
law wife Korody. Now fearing for their 
very lives, the “terrorist” team planted 
pressure cooker bombs on the BC 
legislature among some shrubs on July 
1, 2013. The bombs were made defunct 
by the RCMP before handing them to 
Nuttall and Korody.

The case has become a real court 
football and the BC Crown is actually 
appealing this case, saying in effect that 
BC Supreme Court Justice Catherine 
Bruce was in error when acquitting 
Nuttall and Korody. The Crown feels 
Nuttall and Korody are a danger to the 
public. Expect more court shenanigans 
and a waste of taxpayer money. The 
real danger to the Canadian public is a 
police force and justice system that is 
complicit and uses coercive tactics to 
produce confessions and convictions.

Higher up the justice ladder we have 
CSIS (Canadian Security Intelligence 
Service), the organization that tipped 
off the BC RCMP that Nuttall should be 
investigated for terrorist activity. CSIS 
answers to Justin Trudeau, so we have 
a real justice problem here in Canada, 
clear to the top.

The Nuttall & Korody case is to 
proceed in court in October 2018. The 
justice system of Canada is on notice.  

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley
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Rain at last
Probably, if we are to make it into 

another century, we’ll have to reverse 
our assumptions of the last three centuries 
– which were based on the opinion that 
people were smarter and stronger than 
nature. Rain comes and we do not, in 
our unwitting stupidity, really know 
its patterns anymore, even though we 
used to. Prior to the ‘industrial era’ and 
electrification in particular, we could 
tell, reasonably, what would be up in 
the winters or summers ahead. It’s in the 
new stressed language of nature – crazy 
fires, floods, droughts, snows that we 
learn that we won’t have that feeling of 
assurance anymore about what’s in store 
for us. Ever again.

Hope you get to see Generation 
Zapped, a short, to-the-point documentary 
about the history of electricity (radio, 
telegraph, radar, cell phone technology, 
5G, but mostly cell phone technology 
where the harm has crescendoed). 
Each in their turn dealt mind-blowing 
consequences to the planet’s health 
– trees, animals, humans, everything – 
and these effects were covered up. This 
wasn’t intentional – we’re just so fond of 
the gadgets, of our seeming power over 
nature, and of getting what we want. 
How can it be that Marconi could not put 
2 and 2 together after having nine heart 
attacks while developing microwave 
technology? His poor wife was deathly 
ill from his inventions and his baby lasted 
only three days. It’s an addictive greed, 
the likes of which stuns you when you 
learn how it all really is.

If anyone’s interested, I’d love to put 
together a couple of discussion groups to 
share info. And also, ask our wonderful 
Valley Voice editors if they’d offer to take 
people’s anecdotal evidence and compile 
it for the benefit of us all? Would readers 
please put their minds and ‘pens’ to it and 
tell them your stories? Because people 
who have been damaged by overuse of 
cell phones, and now smart meters, are 
often really wrecked and just can’t get it 
together to do much of anything. We get 
better and then, typical human trait, we’re 
happy again and forget.

Please remember. If you’ve had 
breast cancer, get better and then go to 
put your cell phone in your breast pocket 
after many months and think, “Oops!” 
because that’s precisely where the cancer 
was, or, if due to the proximity of high 
power lines, you just could not sleep 
and had to drag a blanket into the woods 
until another place was built, or get 
headaches when around a cell tower or 
wireless too long, well let your story be 
told and shared. Really, even though Rich 
Coleman said to me years ago when he 
was head of Centre for Disease Control, 
“Yes it would be good to have a place that 
didn’t have it” – would he lift a finger to 
help that become a reality for our Slocan 
Valley south now? Not a chance. 

Will you put 2 and 2 together? 
If we had a white zone here, Slocan 
Park to Slocan say, the bees wouldn’t 
be constantly dying because they’re 
earth-based, not cell-tower-based, 
electromagnetic antenna are confused; 
people who get headaches and worse 
under heavy non-stop Wi-Fi could find 

safety; we could have a first rate telescope 
in the electronically clear and unpolluted 
skies; we could have a hatchery out of 
Slocan where the creeks running into 
the lake are still cold and clean. I thought 
we were lucky to be at the end of the 
electrosmog roll-out because we would 
have learned the costs. Time to measure 
up. There is no “away” in three kilometres 
away and the upcoming 5G will likely 
give everyone a headache.

It’s wonderful, the rain, and it’s 
critical to stay hopeful, just as it is critical 
not to keep our heads in the sand.

Daphne Fields
Slocan

Residents near 
Playmor pit will 
protect their 
way of life

On Friday, September 7, a 
meeting was held between residents 
surrounding the Playmor pit in South 
Slocan, MoTI (Ministry of Transport and 
Infrastructure) representatives, Selkirk 
Paving (SPL), directors for Area I and H, 
and a biologist. Our community is very 
appreciative of all the offices that came 
out to the meeting to share their varied 
expertise of services and to answer our 
questions. It was a good first step to open 
communication and find resolutions. 

Over the past few years, MoTI has 
changed their usage of the Playmor pit to 
become their central hub. Our residents 
understand and support having the pit 
used for winter clearing and sand storage 
and to house some rip rap for emergency 
situations. However, this recent use has 
been way over the top and residents’ 
complaints over the past few years had 
been met with apathy. 

As a group, we came in with not only 
our concerns but with possible solutions 
for those concerns. We have very real 
health and safety concerns. These include 
but are not limited to silicosis and lung 
cancer caused from silica dust; possible 
traffic fatalities from increased traffic, 
no pedestrian crosswalk to the bus 
stop, and too high a speed limit; loss 
of our water from possible shifting of 
subsurface geological formations that 
are the structural supports of our aquifer 
caused by continual pummelling from 
trucks, dumping of materials such as rip 
rap, etc; possible contamination of our 
groundwater in the event of a spill or with 
other chemicals used in daily activities; 
constant noise from using jake brakes, 
backup beepers, clanging tailgates, 
continual idling, etc.; loss of the peace 
of our homes and way of life; adverse 
effect on livestock and wildlife with poor 
environmental timing. For example, our 
local elk come in to our area during rut 
(which is now) and some fear what the 
impact of continual noise on breeding 
season would be. MoTI took out trees 
that helped contain dust and noise and 
that beautified the lot. 

The neighbourhood’s general 
reactions to the meeting were mixed and 
ranged from complete disappointment to 
cautious optimism. One resident stated 
that to put a band-aid on a big sore will 
not work. Others felt that to be told by 

MoTI that what we’re all hearing, seeing, 
feeling and breathing every single day 
doesn’t occur was not only invalidating 
but not conducive to working together 
as good neighbours. Perhaps having an 
on-site supervisor would help re-connect 
MoTI to the truth of daily business in and 
around the pit, and this supervisor might 
also liaise with community members 
should any issues arise during large 
projects. Other residents felt that we were 
heard by all the involved parties and that 
each of them would try to minimize the 
impact of the night paving and follow 
through on mitigating the dust and 
noise issues created by the day to day 
operations of the pit. 

We were very grateful to have Area 
I Director Davidoff present to record 
the meeting and help mediate between 
all concerned parties. Area H Director 
Popoff was also in attendance. 

We were also grateful for the support 
from our neighbourhood SPL. They have 
been forthright from the beginning and, 
as an altruistic type of neighbourhood, 
this is the type of behaviour that is very 
much appreciated. 

We look forward to working with 
all involved parties, into the future, 
to resolve all issues involved with the 
increased usage of the Playmor pit. Only 
time will bear witness to whether it will 
be with positive, neighbour-friendly 
resolutions or if apathetic inactions occur. 
We’ll keep you updated. 

We have a beautiful neighbourhood, 
with incredible water and amazing 
neighbours and we have no problem 
doing what is needed to protect the way 
of life we have all worked so hard to 
achieve.

Judy Lamb-Richardson
South Slocan 

Sunny ways of 
renewable energy

So far this year, just in BC, an area 
the size of a small European country 
was incinerated by forest fires. Last year 
and 2015 were similar. In Castlegar, for 
almost three weeks, respirable particulate 
matter (PM2.5) was continuously above 
25 µg/m3, which according to Health 
Canada is a very high human health 
risk. There were days when it was over 
400 µg/m3. Inevitably, there will be 
a report quantifying the effect on our 
health measured in respiratory infections, 
cardiac disorders, bronchitis, asthma, 
pneumonia, emphysema, lost work 
days, cost to businesses, and increased 
mortality.

Canada’s forests used to be net 
carbons sinks. Forests absorbed more 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and 
converted it into wood than they emitted. 
A Canadian State of the Environment 
Report says this is no longer true. 
Around 2000, our forests crossed a line. 
By 2015, forest fires emitted into the 
atmosphere more than nine times the 
carbon assimilated by trees.

The affected area and frequency of 
forest fires are rising. What has changed? 
Is a plague upon us so we can expect to 
be shrouded in toxic smoke for weeks 
every year?

Scient i f ic  evidence shows 

overwhelmingly that a highly probable 
cause is climate change. Climate change 
is caused by us, our combustion of 
fossil fuels, our sin. There is no good 
environmental or economic reason to 
continue with fossil fuels. They are 
rapidly being depleted. What remains, 
such as the tar sands, off-shore deposits, 
and fracked oil and gas, is expensive to 
recover and costly to process. That means 
prices will rise as supplies dwindle. 
Moreover, fossil fuels are the major 
source of air pollutants such as sickening 
smog. Now, we are experiencing the 
effects of fossil fuel combustion on our 
forests and on the air we breathe.

The problem is hundreds of 
thousands of jobs depend on fossil 
fuels. We’ve become the characters in 
Henrik Ibsen’s The Enemy of the People 
facing the reality that our livelihood is 
destroying us. What are we to do? 

Can we switch from fossil fuels to 
renewable energy while maintaining 
full employment and minimizing social 
disruption?

The short answer is yes, but only 
with courageous, intelligent political 
leadership. In fact, studies show we could 
switch to renewable energy and save 
money, cut our dependence on foreign 
oil, and maintain full employment. Every 
Canadian province has the resources 
to be renewable-energy self-sufficient. 
Renewable energy costs less than fossil 
fuels. Look at a wind map. Newfoundland 
and Labrador could be the Saudi Arabia 
of wind energy supplying eastern North 
America. Across the country, geothermal 
energy can be harnessed for electricity 
and heat. Gasifying wood waste or 
converting algae into DME or biodiesel 
can supply liquid fuels. Solar panels and 
wind turbines need to be built, installed 
and maintained. Railways need to be 
electrified as Europe did decades ago. 
Urban mass transit needs to be expanded. 
Buildings must be retrofitted to net-zero 
energy. Coal, oil, and gas power plants 
need to be converted to renewable 
energy. People will be needed for the 
many jobs required for this transition.

Is Justin Trudeau up to this vision? 
Will the Liberals find $4.5 billion to 
invest in such a plan? Will the feds 
commit to work with the private sector 
and organized labour to coordinate a 
transition to renewable energy over a 
generation to ensure its success, and 
guarantee employment as people move 
in an orderly fashion from fossil fuel to 
renewable energy jobs? 

I pray Justin will stop dithering with 
pipelines, promising tar sands expansion, 
and defiling the land. The Liberals are 
investing in infrastructure that’s killing 
us. The old has gone, the new is here. 
Who will lead us through the Valley of 
Death, not into fiery forests, but deliver 
us to the sunny ways of renewable 
energy, full employment, and a green 
economy. Amen.

Robert Macrae
Castlegar

Another extreme 
wildfire summer

Once again we went through a 
summer of extreme heat, wildfires, 

and smoke. When I was in Belize 
30 years ago, I would see the same 
kind of dense smoke that happens 
one time in the year, every year, for a 
few weeks. This would be throughout 
the country and the neighbouring 
countries. This was caused by slash 
and burn agriculture and has been 
estimated to be going on for 12,000 
years.

There would be no forest fires. 
One year I arrived at a time when 
the neighbour on the land adjacent 
to mine had cleared and burned their 
land right up to my border. The trees 
on my side were unharmed. The 
reason for this is the high humidity 
and the lushness of these tropical 
forests.  

The practice there is to slash 
down the vegetation with hand tools 
(machetes) during the dry season and 
then set fire to it just before the wet. 
They would then plant to corn or dry 
land rice or beans and other native 
plants. They would do no tilling. The 
ash would add to the fertility. The land 
would then be left to grow back to 
forest for maybe 20 years to recover. 
What I noticed was that this regrowth 
produces such a terrible mess of 
tangling and skin-tearing weeds that 
one can hardly travel through it. Then 
as the trees grow taller they shade out 
this lower growth. 

Today there is concern about 
the sustainability of this kind of 
farming. Some people I talked with 
in that country were saying that as 
the population is growing that these 
farmers were returning to the same 
ground after fewer years of recovery. 
I saw corn planted on steep hillsides 
where in such a heavy rainfall country 
that can’t be good.

When I first went to Belize 
in 1982 the population was about 
140,000. Today, I just Googled it at 
383,523. This UN calculation also 
worked that out to 17 people per 
square kilometre.

Belize is very similar to our 
West Kootenay in that it has a ribbon 
development. The people live near the 
roads while the rest of the country is 
uninhabited forests and mountains. 
The population density here in West 
Kootenay is estimated at 2.7 people 
per square kilometre.

About a mile away from where I 
lived, there are Mayan ruins. Twenty 
miles away is another one. In northern 
Belize there are more. In the Peten 
district there are more including the 
famous Tikal. Is there, eventually, 
going to be another die off as there 
was back then?

At this point I need to clarify that 
the Mayan people still exist. They 
still speak the Mayan language. In 
the south they speak the kekchi dialect 
which is also spoken in a larger area 
of Guatemala adjacently. In the rest 
of the country the mopan dialect is 
spoken. These people mostly live in 
the country in villages and are the 
primary slash and burn people.

Frank Nixon
Appledale
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by Jan McMurray
A logging operation in the 

Springer Creek watershed above 
Slocan City was blockaded on 
September 11 by the same three 
protestors who staged a blockade 
near Argenta on August 20.

Jessica Ogden of Ymir, Aila 
Goldynfyre of Argenta, and Mick 
Grabowsky of the North Kootenay 
Lake area set up the blockade 
about eight kilometres up New 
Ottawa Forest Service Road, and 
had discussions with representatives 
from Interfor and Reitmeier Logging 
at the site.

“It was a successful blockade,” 
reported Ogden. “We peacefully 
negotiated with Interfor to have 
the feller buncher removed from 
the Springer Creek watershed, 
and to stop further clearcutting. 

Mick Grabowsky, Jessica Ogden and Aila Goldynfyre blockaded a logging operation above 
Slocan City on September 11.

Springer Creek logging operation blockaded
We agreed that they could retrieve 
the remainder of trees already 
cut, and they promised to consult 
the community of Slocan before 
returning to log in the watershed in 
a year’s time.”

Geoff Bekker was one of the 
Interfor reps who spoke to the 
protestors on Tuesday, September 
11. He confirmed in an interview 
that Interfor agreed to stop cutting 
with the feller buncher, and the 
protestors agreed to clear the road 
so the logging contractor could finish 
hauling the logs already harvested. 
Bekker said the hauling and cleanup 
would take about a week.

Bekker reported that the forestry 
reps had “a respectful conversation” 
with the protestors about professional 
reliance, watershed logging, and 
other forestry topics, but there 

was no discussion about anything 
specific to the Springer Creek block. 
“They indicated there was at least 
one person with concerns about 
harvesting in their watershed, but 
we haven’t heard anything from the 
water users. I would hope that we 
would have discussion with someone 
from the watershed group soon.”

Bekker said there are only a 
couple of days of harvesting left 
to do on the block, and the desired 
outcome would be to finish the 
harvesting if discussions go well with 

the watershed group.
“Interfor wants to harvest 

ecologically responsibly, and 
we believe we are harvesting 
ecologically responsibly and in full 
compliance with laws of the land. We 
are open to dialogue. We are always 
open to talking about it and we try to 
follow up with that process,” he said.

The three protestors plus 
one other, Tom Prior of Nelson, 
blockaded a woodlot logging 
operation in Argenta on August 
20. They successfully negotiated 

the removal of the feller buncher, 
as well as the use of a pilot car to 
address road safety concerns. In the 
Argenta case, as in the Slocan case, 
the harvesting was almost completed 
at the time of the blockade.

Ogden said the reason behind 
the protests is to bring attention to 
the fact that many Kootenay citizens 
want a review of the professional 
reliance model, reform of forestry 
practices, and public input into 
proposed local logging, particularly 
in domestic watersheds.

The Accelerate Kootenays project, the $1.5 million network of electric vehicle charging stations 
throughout the East and West Kootenays and the Kootenay Boundary, was recognized with 
an award for excellence in sustainability at the recent Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM) 

convention. Mike Sosnowski, RDEK director, accepted the award on behalf of all 10 partners: 
RDEK, RDCK, RDKB, CBT, Province of BC, Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Teck, 

FortisBC, BC Hydro, and Community Energy Association. Pictured here with Sosnowski are Arjun 
Singh, UBCM president, and Hon. Selina Robinson, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Looking for a unique gift for that 
special person? We have lots in-store. 

Quality-Canadian-Handmade. 
Open every day.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

Lorne Delmer Howlett
October 21st, 1934 - 
September 6th, 2018

Lorne Delmer Howlett passed peaceful-
ly on September 6th, 2018 at the age of 
84 after a long battle with cancer.  

Lorne was born in Carrot River, Sas-
katchewan in 1934 to Lawrence and 
Edith Elizabeth Howlett. The family 
moved to Goldfields, Saskatchewan in 

1940. When Lorne’s sister Carroll was born in 1942 the family moved to 
Trail, BC. This is where Lorne attended high school and eventually had a 
long career with Cominco. He talked fondly of his prairie roots and returned 
on several occasions for family visits.

Lorne always had a fondness for the great outdoors and was somewhat of 
a naturalist.  His activities often included hunting and fishing trips, skiing 
and golfing. He enjoyed skiing on Red Mountain and Granite as it was 
known then. Lorne would hitch-hike or ride his bike with his skis from the 
west side of Trail to Rossland; he enjoyed the rope tow in the early days of 
the mountain. Lorne hunted across northern BC and enjoyed many years 
of fishing and golfing across BC and Alberta.  

Lorne married Charlene Dianne Robertson on November 5th, 1955. They 
had an infant son Ronald Howlett, born April 10th, 1960. Ronald passed on 
the same day. Lorne and Charlene divorced November 13, 1962.

Working life in Trail was at Cominco; Lorne retired around 1991 and he 
moved to his log cabin on Twin Bays Road just outside of Kaslo, BC. Lorne’s 
log cabin was his dream, living there independently for 27 years. Lorne 
battled cancer for 3+ years before requiring brief additional care from his 
family and the medical staff of East Kootenay Regional Hospital in Cranbrook.

Lorne is survived by his brother-in-law Don Barr (Maryann) of Fort Steele, BC, 
nephews Larry Barr (Hozumi) and children Tousei and Daisen of Vancouver, 
BC, Ron Barr (Sally) and children Lily and Tanner of Toronto, ON and niece 
Jayne Taylor of Vancouver, BC. Lorne is also survived by cousins Marlene 
Robinson (Paul) and Gary Wilson (Joan) and children Amanda and Kevin. 
Lorne was predeceased by his infant son Ronald Howlett, his sister Carroll 
Barr, and niece Lorna Barr. He will be missed by many additional family and 
friends from Kootenay Lake and the surrounding area.

Lorne will be laid to rest in the Trail Mountain View Cemetery next to his 
father Lawrence Howlett, mother Edith Elisabeth Howlett and his son 
Ronald Howlett.

A service was held at McPherson Funeral Home in Cranbrook, BC on 
Saturday, September 15th, 2018 at 11:00 am.

Arrangements entrusted to McPherson Funeral Service. 
Condolences for the family can be offered at: www.mcphersonfh.com

Willet Peak Organics 
Willet Peak Organics is a certified organic seed and table potato farm located on the Lake Head and Beyond Society 
farmlands in Meadow Creek.  Willet Peak Organics acknowledges climate change and the extreme weather experienced 
in many of the places we currently import food from, and the importance of being part of a secure local food system.  In that 
spirit, Willet Peak Organics is working on developing seed potatoes adapted to local climate and its changes, and thus has 
a diverse variety of seed and eating potatoes.  Willet Peak Organics is also working towards establishing grain in rotation 
with potatoes to provide further feed, food and straw in the future.  For potatoes Contact: willetpeakorganics@gmail.com. 
Lardeau Valley is a West Kootenay bread basket!  Support your local farmers and buy local!!

Brought to you by                                       ; lardeauvalley.wordpress.com

by Jan McMurray
• A letter from Mayor Hewat to 

Kaslo council, August 28 and September 4: Mayor writes to minister re: dumping of contaminated water
Minister of Environment George 
Heyman regarding the alleged dumping 

of contaminated water on municipal 
property near the airport on July 31 
was included in the agenda package. 
Mayor Hewat states: “On behalf of 
council and staff, I would urge the 
Minister to ensure that not only those 
caught committing the act of pollution 
are ultimately charged and punished if 
appropriate, but that those responsible 
for generating and inappropriately 
disposing of the waste through a third 
party are equally identified and held 
to task…” Mayor Hewat goes on “to 
draw the Minister’s attention to the 
vulnerability of private/unregulated 
water system users in such a scenario, 
both outside and within municipal 
boundaries. They appear to have little 
recourse beyond civil actions to recover 
damages incurred when an event like 
this occurs.”

• The Kaslo Outdoor Recreation 
and Trails Society (KORTS) is 
planning to repair the large washout 
that occurred in 2012 on the north side 
of the Kaslo River Trail – but not until 
they’ve raised all the funds for the 
project. Fundraising is estimated to take 
two years. No wheelchairs can access 
the Trailblazers bridge because of the 
washout. Council agreed to provide 
support in principle for the project.

• Kaslo and District Arena reps 
Joe Johnston and Molly Leathwood 
attended the August 28 Committee of 
the Whole meeting to ask the Village 
to contribute $30,000 towards the arena 
condenser renewal. This is the last 
piece of the original 1970s equipment 
remaining on site. Mayor Hewat 
encouraged the association to meet 
with the CAO when their proposal was 

ready to determine the next steps in the 
budget process.

• Council gratefully accepted 
the donation of a 19th century pump 
organ for the historical display in the 
courtroom of the City Hall building. 
The organ was in the Catholic Church 
in Sandon in the late 1800s and was 
moved to the Catholic Church in Kaslo 
in 1903. Jim Jennings purchased it from 
the Kaslo church in the 1980s.

• Council agreed to allow 
Vancouver Supernatural to conduct a 
paranormal investigation at the City 
Hall building, on the understanding 
that staff resources and support 
cannot extend outside regular 
business hours. The CAO did some 
research into Vancouver Supernatural 
(vancouversupernatural.ca), and found 
that the organization is well known, 
and that there is a niche tourism market 
around this. In his letter to council, 
the organization’s lead investigator, 
Paul Busch, claims a high standard of 
professionalism and ethics.

• A letter from summer resident 
Miles Palmer points out that there is 
little dock space for boaters who use 
the dock for short stays because several 
boats appear to be using the dock for 
prolonged stays. He asks council to 
institute ‘no overnight docking’ or an 
overnight docking permit system. The 
current regulation allows for a 48-hour 
stay. A ‘no overnight docking’ motion 
put forward by Councillor Knoll was 
defeated.

• A draft Patio Licence of 
Occupation Policy was presented to 
council at the September 4 Committee 
of the Whole meeting. The draft 
policy allows for six parking spots to 
be occupied by patios, whereas the 
three-year pilot project allowed for 10 
spots for patios. Council asked staff 
to change it back to 10 spots, and to 
present two draft policies at the next 

meeting – one for patios and one for 
more general uses in the commercial 
centre.

• Bylaw 1228, Payment in Lieu 
of Off-Street Parking, was given 
three readings. This bylaw allows 
developers who have determined that 
their project will not meet the zoning 
regulation for off-street parking to 
apply for a variance or Development 
Variance Permit. Once they receive 
approval, they can pay the Village 
for the appropriate number of off-
street spaces. The payment is $5,000 
per parking space in the commercial 
centre; $3,500 per space in the tourist 
commercial zone; and $2,000 per space 
in the core residential zone. 

• Cleanup at 439 View Street was 
contracted to Brenton Industries Ltd., 
the sole bidder, for $25,000 plus GST. 
In May, the owner of the property 
was ordered to make the site safe and 
clean within 30 days, and in the case 
of non-compliance, the CAO was 
authorized to have the work done and 
bill the owner.

• Council decided to participate in 
the RDCK Wildfire Mitigation service.

• The OCP and zoning bylaw 
amendments (omnibus) were adopted.

Two new art 
exhibitions at 
the Langham
submitted

You are invited to play! 
Interactive exhibition Child’s Play by 
Krestova collage artist Natasha Smith 
features artworks that reference old 
children’s games, initiating audience 
participation and encouraging us to 
play. Viewers are invited to interact 
with (yes, touch!) this installation of 
original artworks.

In the Community Gallery A 
Brush with the Wild showcases the 
watercolour paintings of 10 Kaslo-
based artists. This group exhibition 
features unique perspectives of the 
mountains, lakes, and occupants of 
the local area. Exhibits run from 
October 5 – December 16, 2018.  

Artist talks, music, snacks! 
Free to the public at the Langham 
Galleries opening reception Friday 
October 5, 7 to 9 pm.
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Child’s Play Drawer, a work by Natasha Smith.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Sandon Historical 
Society AGM

Saturday, October 13, 2018
Silverton Gallery • 1 pm

Members only
New memberships and renewals will 
be sold at the door, but please note that 
new memberships must be held for 45 
days to acquire voting rights.
As usual, both new and renewal 
memberships may be purchased at the 
Valley Voice and the Sandon Museum.
Expelled members may not attend.

Kootenay Outdoor 
Producer Co-op AGM 
and Public Meeting 
will be at the Rod 
& Gun Club (801 

Railway St) in Nelson 
- Saturday Sept 29th 

from 2 - 6 pm
Now accepting applications for 

Board Members, Farm land 
Owners, Growers with Land, 

and a Nursery Manager

New Members welcome and 4 
Board Members will be elected. 

kootenay.outdoor@gmail.com 

by Katrine Campbell
• Lucerne School was granted 

permission to close 8th Ave from 
7:30 am to 1:30 pm September 28 to 
accommodate the 10th annual Harvest 
Fest. Usually the school asks for closure 
of 7th Ave in front of the school but made 
the change because of parking issues 
“and to facilitate zucchini races.” Village 
staff will place barricades that morning.

• Mayor Ann Bunka (who was 
absent due to attending the Union of BC 
Municipalities conference) will attend 
a dinner to mark the first British Home 
Child Day in Canada. She has been 
asked to make the official announcement 
proclaiming the day. British Home 
Children were poor children, some but 
not all orphans, who were shipped to 
Canada between 1869 and 1948 and 
used as indentured labourers on farms 
and domestic servants in households.

• Council received for information 
(meaning it was included in the agenda 
but not discussed or acted on unless a 
member put it on the table) a referral 

New Denver Council September 11: 
a very quiet meeting

from the Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations inviting 
council to comment on a Section 17 Map 
Reserve application for lands near the 
mouth of Shannon Creek. The Slocan 
Lake Stewardship Society requested 
the area be protected due to “adverse 
environmental impacts of intense usage 
on the shoreline area due to the ‘rave’ 
events.” 

• Council received for information 
a report on the possibility of merging 
the Silverton and the Silvery Slocan 
archives. The author, Linda Wills, 
recommended consolidating all text 
records and photographs in the archives 
room at the Silvery Slocan Historical 
Society building, with the goal of a 
permanent fireproof storage solution 
“sooner rather than later.” She suggested 
a rebuilt Bosun Hall could include a 
fireproof, temperature-controlled storage 
room.

• Also received for information was a 
challenge from the Canadian Federation 
of Independent Business to reduce red 
tape. One of their recommendations was 
to create a director of “service excellence” 
to be responsible for implementing all its 
other recommendations.

• A letter from the mayor of 
Houston was received; it outlined a 
late resolution for the Union of BC 
Municipalities calling on the federal 
and provincial governments to provide 
wildfire suppression training to military 
personnel, so they would be ready to 
tackle wildfires across the country.

Silverton/New 
Denver Trail Society 
folds at AGM
by Katrine Campbell

At its Annual General Meeting 
September 6, members of the 
Silverton/New Denver Trail Society 
voted to dissolve and turn over its 
assets to the North Slocan Trails 
Society. 

Director Carol Bell reported she 
had talked to the Villages, who then 
asked the Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure to make Hwy 6 as 
wide as possible during resurfacing to 
accommodate non-motorized traffic. 
This was done, but only in areas where 
the terrain was suitable. To blast out 
and build the road wider would have 
cost $1 million a mile, Bell said. 

Last year the society hired Vern 
Gustafson to prepare a preliminary 
report on the trail’s feasibility. He 
walked the route and said a lot of work 
would be needed to create the between-
villages trail, and it would have to cross 
the highway in some areas. Bell also 
said Area H director Walter Popoff was 
“very much in favour” and would do 
“everything he could to open doors at 
the regional district.”

Mike Koolen, on behalf of the 
North Slocan Trail Society, said the 
society would accept the approximately 
$3,875 in funds with the proviso the 
money would be used for a feasibility 
study. Gustafson’s report would be a 
good start for a full study, he said.
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AN ASYLUM OF LOONS 
What do you call a group of loons? 
Why, an asylum, cry, water dance, raft 
or loomery. Writer John McPhee said 
their call was “the laugh of the deeply 
insane.” Their wail is a mournful cry. 
Courting loons do a water dance. In 
winter, they sometimes gather in rafts. 
As to loomery, it’s anyone’s guess.

slocanlakess.com

Village of New 
Denver

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for 
the position of: 

PROJECT SITE SUPERVISOR / FOREMAN 
This is a non-permanent, part-time, project-based position for 
the supervision and coordination of the site, personnel and 
subcontractors that will work on the Knox Hall Revitalisation 
Project. 

Duties include: report all relevant site activities to appropriate 
administrative personnel; supervise the quality and safety of 
work performed; plan and organize schedules; inspect the 
work of subcontractors; assign duties to workers and confer 
with appropriate administrative personnel on matters regarding 
scheduling of required manpower; set up and maintenance of 
the project site; prepare progress reports regarding project 
objectives, materials used, and budget tracking. 

Preference will be given to applicants with knowledge and 
experience in building restoration and site management.   

Please submit a resume and cover letter to:

Village of New Denver, Attention: Bruce 
Woodbury, CAO
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
In person:  115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver

This position will remain posted until filled.  All applicants are thanked 
for their interest – only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

  ANNUAL
  GENERAL
  MEETING
  Slocan Lake
  Golf Club

Monday, October 15, 
2018 at 7:00 PM

Slocan Lake Golf 
Course Clubhouse

New Denver
• • • • •

All Members are
welcome to attend

by Art Joyce
This September 28 will be a historic 

occasion – Canada’s first national British 
Home Child Day. The celebration 
honours the families of the more than 
100,000 boys and girls who were shipped 
to Canada between 1869 and 1948 to 
work as indentured labourers. Across 
Canada, historians and descendants of 
these child immigrants will be hosting 
special events. A local celebration for 

First British Home Child Day in Canada to be celebrated
British Home Children descendants 
and their families will be hosted at the 
Camp Café on September 29 with MP 
Richard Cannings, Mayor Ann Bunka 
and Mayor Jason Clarke present to mark 
the occasion.

The event is being organized by 
Valley Voice reporter Art Joyce, who 
wrote a book on the Home Children 
and who briefed former MP Alex 
Atamanenko and current MP Dick 

Cannings on this issue.
When the motion to declare 

September 28 British Home Child Day 
was passed in Canadian Parliament on 
February 7 this year, its sponsor, MP Guy 
Lauzon, was justly proud. All political 
parties were given a chance to vote on 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 
Among those speaking in favour of the 
motion on behalf of the NDP was MP 
Cannings. 

Every year since the end of WWII we 
honour our veterans. Yet it’s only during 
the past 20 years or so Canadians have 
even been aware of the child immigrants, 
thanks to the selfless work of historians 
and volunteer advocates. It’s estimated 
that four million Canadians are their 
descendants, and about 10,000 British 
Home Children served their country 
in World War I alone. Despite facing 
intense personal hardship, neglect and 
often abuse, these boys and girls helped 
build the Canada we know today. Their 
labour – mostly unpaid – subsidized a 
nascent agricultural industry long before 
farm mechanization became the norm. 

Separated from both their parents 
and their siblings, these children faced 
a lonely childhood thousands of miles 
from their families in Britain, isolated 
on remote Canadian farms. Some would 
never see their families again. Others 
would take a lifetime to reunite with 
parents, brothers or sisters. Very few 
would speak of their childhood to their 
own children because of the shame they 
had been made to feel by society at the 
time. As the poorest of the poor, they 
were called “gutter trash,” “waifs and 
strays,” and other derogatory terms, seen 
not so much as individuals but as a social 
problem for Britain to solve.

“Canadians were falsely led to 
believe these children were orphans who 

had been living on the streets of British 
cities, but in truth only two percent 
were,” says MP Linda Duncan. “Most 
of the children came from intact families 
that had fallen on hard times. It was 
because of a lack of a social safety net 
that these families had no other choice 
than to surrender their children.” 

The solution – shipping them in 
groups of up to 200 boys or girls to 
the colonies of Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand – was designed to offload 
Britain’s poverty problem while keeping 
the colonies white. Australian child 
migrants suffered the added trauma of 
being housed in institutions run by the 
Christian Brothers that were rampant 
with sexual abuse. Australia’s former 
Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, apologized 
to that country’s child migrant families 
in 2009. Britain’s former Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown offered an official 
apology in 2010. Canada finally passed 
a House of Commons motion of apology 
on February 15, 2017. 

Certainly, for some of these children, 

Canada was a step up from the depths 
of poverty in British cities, estimated in 
the late 1800s to be as high as 30% in 
London alone. Some, like Joe Harwood, 
thrived in their new country. Harwood 
became a prominent businessman in 
Vernon following his arrival there in the 
1890s, eventually serving on hospital and 
school boards. Another success story was 
the namesake for Nelson’s high school, 
LV Rogers, who was sent on his own to 
Ontario at the tender age of five. Thanks 
to his native intelligence and the kindness 
of his host families, he attained a teaching 
degree and was principal of the Nelson 
High School from 1922 to 1946. His kind 
nature and skill as a teacher made him 
hugely popular with students. 

Judy Neville, a strong advocate for 
British Home Children (BHC) families, 
was ecstatic when the news of the BHC 
Day motion passed. “My hope going 
forward is that we will collect, preserve 
and share the stories of these children and 
make sure this is taught in history classes 
across Canada.”

submitted
The new Community Resiliency 

Investment Program will provide up 
to $50 million over the next three 
years to local governments and First 
Nations to help reduce wildfire risks 
around their communities.

“Wildfires don’t recognize the 
difference between municipal, on-
reserve or provincial Crown land, 
and neither should the programs 
designed to address those fires,” 
said Doug Donaldson, Minister of 
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development. 
“The new Community Resiliency 
Investment Program was designed 
from the ground up to address long-
standing concerns with the way we 
were dealing with wildfire risks 
throughout the province.”

The Community Resiliency 

Government partners with 
communities on wildfire risks

Investment (CRI) Program takes 
a holistic approach to wildfire risk 
reduction and fuel management 
treatments, and will consider fire 
prevention activities on provincial 
Crown land and private land, in 
addition to local government and 
reserve land.

A key component of the new 
program is that it allows communities 
to apply for funding to cover up to 
100% of their wildfire risk reduction 
projects, as opposed to the previous 
cost-sharing requirements. The types 
of activities eligible for funding have 
also been expanded to include more 
activities covered by the FireSmart 
program’s seven disciplines.

The Community Resiliency 
Investment Program will replace 
the Strategic Wildfire Prevention 
Initiative. The new program will 
include two distinct funding streams: 

FireSmart Community Funding 
and Supports: First Nations and local 
governments can apply for funding 
of up to $100,000 for activities that 
will help reduce wildfire risks;

H i g h  Va l u e  A s s e t s  a n d 
Critical Infrastructure Protection: 
This program is currently being 
developed and will focus on 
protecting important, provincially 
owned infrastructure (such as power 
lines and highways) from wildfire 
threats.
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submitted
Lucerne School’s annual harvest 

festival promises to be bigger and 
better than ever as it celebrates 
its 10th anniversary. What began 
as kids showing off their produce 
and building zucchini race cars has 
grown to encompass square dancing, 
livestock displays, cob oven bread 
and a pie-baking contest open to the 
community.

The festival to celebrate the fall 
bounty starts at 9 am September 28 
and runs until 1 pm. All are invited to 
participate in the many events. Bring 
your large, perfect or unusual fruits 
and vegetables for the harvest display 
tables. Awards will be given for the 
biggest pumpkin, the best flower 
bouquet, the best vegetable art, 
the best fall photo and the prettiest 
preserve. 

Bakers are encouraged to bring 
their favourite pie and enter the 
contest. Pies will be judged on taste 
and presentation by a lucky panel of 
local judges. 

Celebrating 10 years of Harvest Festival at Lucerne School in New Denver
All entries for display or tasting 

can be taken to LESS the afternoon 
of September 27, but must be there 
by 9 am on September 28.

Also back by popular demand 
this year will be zucchini races. “No 
zucchini, no matter how outrageous, 
will be refused,” say the judges. 
The zucchini must be integral to the 
design, the vehicle must be no more 
than 13 inches wide and, to win a 
prize, all the power must be supplied 
by the incline ramp.

Pony rides for students and farm 
animal displays bring farm life to 
Lucerne school fields and allow locals 
to show off their favourite livestock, 
poultry, bunnies or equine friends. To 
display your animal(s), call Julia at 
358-2745. Kerry Heichert’s donkey 
will also be back, if she can convince 
him. Portable fences will be set up to 
house animals.

For the little ones there will 
be face painting by Meran and 
the chance to inaugurate the new 
sandbox. They can also lend a 

hand at apple pressing or check 
out the bicycle-powered smoothie 
making or the bee science table with 
microscopes.

The Lucerne School  and 
Community garden and greenhouse 
will also be in full swing supplying 
food for the ‘Stone Soup’ and open to 
all those who can help put the garden 
to bed alongside the kids. Bring extra 
pruners and gloves if you can help.

Eldorado Hoedown will be 
warming up for their evening square 
dancing sessions. This event is one 
of the few times you can witness 
teenage boys partnering up with 
kindergarten girls to reel and circle 
dance to live music with the ever 
popular caller, Katrina Sumrall.

At lunchtime, Rory Pownall 
will ring the bell for free soup 
for all participants. Extra pots of 

borscht are on the menu this year 
as well as chicken and vegetarian 
‘stone soups’ created with whatever 
participants and the school garden 
and greenhouse contribute on the 
day. Bread baked in the cob oven will 
be served with the soup. 

For more information or to 
volunteer contact Julia Greenlaw 
at 358-2745 or Patti or Katrina at 
Lucerne School. 

by Jan McMurray
The police officer who shot and 

killed Peter de Groot is suing the 
Independent Investigations Office 
of BC (IIOBC) and the Minister of 
Public Safety and Solicitor General 
of BC.

Brian Burke, who holds the rank 
of corporal with the RCMP, shot de 
Groot in a remote cabin in the Slocan 
Valley after a four-day manhunt in 
October 2014.

The IIOBC investigation into 
the de Groot shooting found Burke 
to be acting within his rights and 
justifiably protecting himself when 
he shot de Groot. 

According to his notice of civil 
claim, Burke is suing because he is 
suffering significant post traumatic 
stress due to the lengthy period of 
time it took the IIOBC to conclude 
its investigation.

Burke shot de Groot on October 
13, 2014. The IIOBC investigation 
began October 14, 2014 and 
concluded three and a half years 
later, on March 29, 2018.

Burke has been off work since 
April 2017. The notice of claim states 
that he is being paid his base salary, 
but he is missing out on overtime, 
has experienced loss of earning 
capacity, and has suffered physically 
and mentally. He is seeking damages 
for mental injury, damages for lost 
income, damages for loss of earning 
capacity, special damages for costs of 
psychological counselling, punitive 
damages, costs, interest and other 
relief as the court finds just.

Burke’s claim was filed August 
31, 2018. There had been no response 
filed by IIOBC or the Minister of 
Public Safety and Solicitor General 
of BC as of September 17.

Officer who shot de Groot sues IIOBC

submitted
September is World Alzheimer’s 

Month and the Alzheimer Society 
of BC is inviting everyone to bring 
their friends, co-workers or customers 
together throughout the month – or 
in October – by hosting a Coffee 
Break® fundraiser. Funds raised at the 
events will help support local programs 
and services for people affected by 
dementia, as well as enabling research 
into the causes of and cure for dementia.

Hosting a Coffee Break® event is 
as simple as offering a cup of coffee, 
tea or other treat in exchange for a 
donation. The society makes it easy 
by sending hosts a complementary kit 
with everything they need to get started 
– including the coffee. Hosts pick their 
date, decide where they would like to 
hold their Coffee Break®, and invite 
their network.  

“A recipe for an outstanding Coffee 
Break® is an enthusiastic host, some 
creativity and a supportive community,” 
says Cathryn France, director of 
resource development at the Alzheimer 
Society of B.C. “The fundraiser is truly 

Take a coffee break to fight dementia
a wonderful yet easy way for Slocan 
Valley and all Kootenays residents to 
raise awareness about dementia, reduce 
stigma and make a difference in their 
community.”

Businesses can show their support 
by hosting a Coffee Break® for staff and 
customers, or by asking the society for a 
Forget Me Not flower kit which includes 
flower cardboard cut-outs that will help 
businesses raise funds and awareness. 
Merchants can add the flower’s UPC 
code to inventory and invite customers 
to exchange a flower for a donation. 

Funds raised will support local 
programs and services for people 
affected by dementia, as well as enabling 
research into the causes of and cure 
for dementia. The public awareness 
generated by these events will also help 
build a dementia-friendly society: a place 
where people affected by dementia are 
acknowledged, included and supported.

To learn more or to register to host 
a Coffee Break®, visit coffeebreakbc.
ca or contact Glen Mountfield at 
gmountfield@alzheimerbc.org or 604-
742-4948.
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PLANNED POWER OUTAGE
Residents and property owners are reminded that there is a 
planned power outage scheduled for Sunday, September 23, 
2018, from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. to enable BC Hydro crews 
to complete upgrades to the distribution system.  

SPRINKLING RESTRICTIONS END
With the arrival of fall weather, the Village of New Denver has 
removed restrictions on sprinkling.  All residents are thanked for 
their compliance this past summer, and their continued efforts 
to reduce water consumption.  

CAMPFIRE BAN LIFTED
As a result of the recent rain, the provincial campfire ban has 
been lifted.  Small campfires and cooking fires (contained and 
having a surface area of less than four square feet) are now 
permitted within the municipal boundaries.  

OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS
All residents and visitors are reminded that outdoor burning 
is regulated within the Village of New Denver and permits 
are required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires. Burning 
permits for small fires (less than 3 feet high and 5 feet wide) 
to burn yard and garden debris are available at no cost from 
the Village Office until November 15. If wind and weather are 
keeping smoke too close to the ground and affecting your 
neighbours please wait for a better day to burn.

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Gerald Walker
1941-2018

Gerald (Jerry) Robert James 
Walker passed away of natural 
causes on August 9, 2018 at 
the home of a friend in the 
Slocan Valley. He was 77.

Jerry was born on August 
24th, 1941 in Elnora, AB, the 
youngest child of Harold Walker 

and Winifred Walker (née Lowe, later Utke). He is survived 
by his daughter Tessa CJ Walker of Portland, OR, his former 
partner Stephanie Judy of Kaslo B.C., and his sisters Elizabeth 
Truant of Trail, BC and Barbara Walker of Vancouver BC and 
their extended families.

Jerry grew up in the Okanagan, graduated from the University 
of British Columbia in 1965 with a degree in music, and settled 
in Slocan Park in the 1970s where he worked as an electrician 
and plumber. 

Jerry was independent, eccentric, and always interacted with 
the world on his own terms. He loved classical and jazz music, 
electronics, the I Ching, and walking the land around his home 
in Slocan Park. It was common to see him hitchhiking in the 
valley, or driving way under the speed limit while shaving or 
flossing his teeth.

Jerry was cremated as he wished, and his ashes scattered 
without a ceremony. In memory of Jerry, have a sit outside and 
listen to some Glenn Gould or Thelonious Monk.

submitted
Years of hard work, stamina and 

emotion have gone into the creation 
and construction of Slocan City Suites, 
the new seniors’ housing complex that 
celebrates its grand opening September 
27. The Slocan Valley Seniors’ Housing 

New seniors housing grand opening September 27
Society wants to let the public get a 
glimpse before tenants move in and 
before the weather changes.

“We’ll call it a ‘soft’ grand opening,” 
says president Rita Moir. “There are 
three quadraplexes and we’ll tour the 
most completed one.”

The event starts out from the Slocan 
Legion at 5:30 with a ceremonial three-
block Hike to Housing. It will start out 
with greetings from Betty Windsor 
(who also kicked off the hike two years 
ago), bagpipes and a special carriage 
conveying Lydia Kania, the oldest 
hiker, who has raised about $16,000 for 
construction of both Passmore Lodge 
20 years ago and now the Slocan City 
Suites.

At the Suites, there will be brief 
greetings from dignitaries including 
Mayor Jessica Lunn, MLA Katrine 
Conroy, former MLA and Trust 
representative Corky Evans, Area H 
director Walter Popoff, Leah Main for 
SVEDC, and BC Housing. Then the tour 
of one- and two-bedroom suites begins, 
followed by a celebration at the Legion 

and the housing society’s AGM for those 
who wish to stay.

Bring your umbrella and wear 
sensible shoes!

The new project is funded by 
BC Housing and the Columbia Basin 
Trust, with significant contributions 
from local fundraising efforts, the 
Village of Slocan, RDCK, Heritage 
Credit Union, Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission (SVEDC), 
Slocan Valley Community Legacy 
Society, CMHC, Bartel Skeete, the 
Slocan Legion and many individuals, 
businesses and organizations. The 
Village leased the land to the housing 
society, professionals donated large 
amounts of time and expertise, and 
board members contributed thousands 
of volunteer hours.

“This is a huge project for our 
volunteer board,” said Moir, “and we 
could never have done it without the 
work of designer Eric Clough and 
coordinator Tamara Smith. And we 
specifically thank the Village of Slocan 
and staff for all their help throughout.”

NDB Construction, a local firm, is 
building the project using local labour. 

All suites have been filled except 
for the unit specifically adapted for a 
disabled person. For more information 
about it, please call 250-226-7115. With 
the Slocan City Suites and Passmore 
Lodge, the SVSHS is providing 
affordable housing in the Slocan Valley 
for seniors whose housing was no 
longer appropriate for their needs, and 
who want to stay connected with their 
community.
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Three quadraplexes under construction at Slocan City Suites

by Katrine Campbell
Members of the Red Mountain 

Internet Society voted at the September 
6 AGM to shut down the society, which 
has provided internet service to people in 
the Silverton, Red Mountain, Hills and 
Rosebery areas, in the absence of service 
from Telus. 

Red Mountain Internet prepares to hand over to Columbia Wireless
“We have begun negotiations 

with Columbia Wireless to assume 
responsibility for the RMIS clients with 
little or no interruption of service,” the 
directors’ report said. 

However, the current directors 
(Larry Lavan, Diane Germain, Carol 
Bell, Ken Ormerod and Alan DeChezet) 

will stay on the board to carry on the 
negotiations, and the actual dissolution 
will happen at the 2019 AGM. The 
proposal is to have Columbia Wireless 
take over the fixed assets such as towers, 
tools, radios and routers; the total value 
of these is more than $200,000, which is 
why negotiations are necessary. 

CW’s Ben Leslie was on hand to 
answer questions from the 20 or so 
people who attended the meeting. Leslie 
promised a seamless transition which 
would take “a couple of hours, at most,” 
and faster speeds due to less competition 
for bandwidth. There is a possibility 
of putting a tower on the west side of 
Slocan Lake to beam coverage to areas 
hidden from the existing towers. The 
base package, he said, would be $65/
month for 75 GB.

Other items included in the 
directors’ report was the “costly incident 
of vandalism” July 25, which cost 
the RMIS more than $2,000 and was 
reported to the RCMP. The total current 
liability is $267.46. However, there is a 
long-term liability of $56,727.79, which 
is the amount Larry Lavan spent from 
his own pocket to get the service up and 
running.  
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Research Forests:
Canada’s Living Laboratories

We invite you to take a self-guided hike on the

JACKRABBIT INTERPRETIVE TRAIL
For trail brochure with map, visit our website: www.NakuspCommunityForest.com or pick up 

a trail brochure at our office, at 119 Broadway Street, Nakusp

submitted
The Slocan Lake Dark 

Water Dragons (DWD) 
proudly debuted their boat’s 
new head and tail on their 
paddle-by at Garlic Fest this 
year. These additions to the 
dragon boat were crafted by 
local artisan Paul Gibbons 
and generously donated to 
the group. 

He started work in May 
2017 and it took him more 

Slocan Lake Dragon can now see where it’s going
than 500 hours to make the 
dragon head and tail. 

“It was quite a challenge 
to make the dragon strong but 
light,” Gibbons said, “and to 
fit it to the dimensions of 
the boat, as well as making 
it easy to take on and off. 
It was great to see it finally 
on the water with all the 
paddlers on board.” 

The Dark Water Dragon 
crew were all thrilled to 

be part of the inaugural 
paddle and everyone on the 
team is very appreciative 
o f  G i b b o n s ’ a r t i s t i c 
contribution to their boat. 
A couple  of  members 
remarked on how menacing 
we must have looked from 
the shore.

Gibbons, a Silverton 
musician and occasional 
sculptor, made hundreds 
of masks and a variety of 

sculptural sets for the Snake 
in the Grass Moving Theatre 
company a t  the  UBC 
Museum of Anthropology.

The Dark Water Dragons 
usually paddle from May/
June to September/October 
depending on the weather. 
They are a non-competitive 
recreational club for both 
men and women from the 
local area. Dragon boating 
is an excellent exercise 

regardless of your age or 
skill level; no experience is 
necessary. They are always 
looking for new members, 
so if you are interested in 

joining the crew, making 
new friends and enjoying 
our beautiful lake give Kay 
a call at 358-7280 for more 
information.

The Slocan Lake Dark Water Dragons (DWD) proudly debuted their boat’s new head and tail on their paddle-by at Garlic Fest this year. These additions to the 
dragon boat were crafted by local artisan Paul Gibbons and generously donated to the group. 

submitted
The late David Orcutt 

(1923-2009) ,  longt ime 
Slocan Valley resident, was 
a puppeteer and pioneer in 
visual animation in addition to 
his other many talents (visual 
artist, visionary, educator, 
c r e a t o r  o f  Wo r l d S i g n 
Communications system). 
For the month of October, 
‘Puppets from the Past’ – a 
retrospective exhibit featuring 
David’s vintage puppets – will 
be on display at Sleep is for 
Sissies in Winlaw. The show 
kicks off on October 1 at 7 pm.

Come and see David’s 
original acetate rod shadow 
puppets, which were used on 
the CBC’s 1950s children’s 
te levis ion shows Alice 
through the Looking Glass 
and The Peppermint Prince, 
and original footage from 
David’s stint at CBC from 
1955 to 1957.

“You’ll get an up-close 
glimpse of the stunning 
simplicity and effectiveness 
of vintage shadow puppets 
and play,” says Safire Jones, 
who put the show together 
with financial assistance from 
the Slocan Valley Community 
Arts Council. “I hope the show 
will inspire some shadow play 
on the walls of your own 
homes.”

David Orcutt’s ‘Puppets from the Past’ at Sleep is for Sissies

David Orcutt at the groundbreaking for the Vallican Whole in the 1970s. An 
exhibit of his puppetry work will be on display at Sleep is for Sissies in October.

Sleep is for Sissies is 
under new management and 

continues to offer scrumptious 
food and beverages. Where 

possible, the food is organic 
and sourced locally.

Considering 
Community 
Service? 
Consider Nakusp 
Rotary

Call Mayumi for Details: 
250-265-0002
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Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca 

A Beginner’s Guide to Kaslovia
Written and Performed by Lucas Myers
A comedy to celebrate Kaslo on its 125th anniversary 
At the Langham Theatre Fri, Sat, & Sun Sep 28, 29 & 30 

at 7 pm each night. PG/13ish - Some adult material.

Advanced Tickets $20 Sunnyside Naturals & Willow Home 
Gallery in Kaslo. $22 at the door 6:30 pm.

More info at www.thelangham.ca

submitted
To honour Kaslo’s 125th birthday, 

the Langham kicks off its guest 
artist series with a special Langham 

Lucas Myers’ latest one-man show Kaslovia at the Langham
production, A Beginner’s Guide to 
Kaslovia, written and performed by 
Lucas Myers. The show is PG/13ish 
and contains some adult material.

This multimedia comedy celebrates 
the unique story and character of 
Kaslo in a search for what makes this 
particular little patch of paradise unique, 
joyous and, perhaps, even a little bit 
kooky? 

Come find out as Myers presents 
this hilarious tongue-in-cheek lecture. 
Witness him transform into various 
inhabitants of Kaslo’s diverse populace 
who all manage – through videos, songs, 
and sock puppets – to speak their truth.

One show each night at 7 pm 
September 28, 29 and 30. Advance 
tickets are $20 from Sunnyside Naturals 
and Willow Home Gallery, or $22 at the 
door starting at 6:30 pm.

www.thelangham.ca

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Kamil Aksolyu and Louise Ducharme enjoy the music at the Garlic Fest on September 26.
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Mark and Carolyn Uher of Mara Valley Produce display both artistic and culinary delights at this year’s Hills Garlic Festival.

Pat Ashton and Barry Derco work the grills at the Slocan Legion booth at the Hills Garlic Festival, 2018.
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Autumn is an excellent 
time for planting 

• Fall Bulbs 2 for 1
• Plantskydd deer repellent and 

deer fencing is now 20% off 
• All remaining fruit trees and 

berries are 25% off 
• All perennials, shrubs, and shade trees now 20% off 

• All Antiques now 20% off
• All ceramic pots & statuary garden decor now 20% off 

We really appreciated all your support again this 
season and look forward to seeing you again NEXT 

SPRING! 
Heritage Nursery will be closing for the season October 1st

HERITAGE NURSERY
FALL SALE

The Domes
in

New Denver
A peaceful town in the middle of nowhere but a 

stone’s throw from everywhere
OPEN YEAR ROUND

Ask us about our locals’ rates for visiting family

thedomes.ca
250-358-7242

Abi and Gerald Wagner are the new owners of the Domes in New Denver.

by Jan McMurray
Gerald and Abi Wagner had stayed 

at the Domes in New Denver a few times 
while on vacation, and loved it. Now they 
are the proud new owners of the unique 
accommodations business.

The couple sold their adventure 

New owners at the Domes in New Denver
tourism lodge in Golden in May, and 
thought about moving to Nelson. “But 
we kept gravitating to New Denver,” 
Abi says.

They looked at a few New Denver 
businesses for sale, and then decided 
to call the owners of the Domes, Joan 

Morgan and Salah Eldeib, to see if they 
would be interested in selling. Gerald 
and Abi took over the business on July 1.

“We jumped right in and are having 
a great first season,” Gerald said. “Now 
we’re looking forward to the quieter time 
so we can meet some people and really 
get to know the community.”

Both Gerald and Abi say they are 
keen to get involved – and it’s not just 
talk. Gerald has tossed his hat into the 
ring for a seat on New Denver council.

The couple found New Denver 
while travelling from Golden to Nelson 
to go skiing at Whitewater. They love 
kayaking, canoeing, paddleboarding, 
hiking, and backcountry snowboarding.

Gerald and Abi are travellers. They 
met in China and lived in England, 
where Abi is from, before moving to 
BC. They bought an old pub in Golden 
and converted it to an adventure tourism 
lodge with 37 beds, and a shared kitchen 
and common room. They ran the lodge 
for eight years.

The couple plans to keep the Domes 
open year round, but will take some time 
for a holiday, probably in November.

“We’re looking forward to being part 
of the community,” Abi said.

submitted
This one-day workshop will 

be offered on September 29 from 
10 - 4 pm. The workshop will give 
participants an opportunity to explore 
grief through art activities, reflective 
journaling, and a silent nature walk. 
It will be co-facilitated by certified 
art therapist Christine Parton of 
Fireside Art Therapy and Chelsea Van 
Koughnett of the Hospice Society of 
North Kootenay Lake. 

Sharing in the group is optional 

Colours of Grief: an art-based workshop in Kaslo
but encouraged, as it is often 
through community, witnessing and 
compassion that healing benefits can 
occur. Confidentiality and respect 
will help frame the group process.

The workshop will be guided in 
part by the work of Francis Weller, 
author of The Wild Edge of Sorrow, 
who writes, “There is some strange 
intimacy between grief and aliveness, 
some sacred exchange between what 
seems unbearable and what is most 
exquisitely alive.”

Art and journaling activities 
will be mixed media with options 
to explore clay, paint, collage and 
natural materials. No artmaking 
experience is necessary as the 
workshop emphasis is on process 
and self-expression rather than a 
finished product. 

Attendance is by your donation 
to our local hospice. For location 
please register with Chelsea 
at hospice@kaslo.org or call 250-
353-2299. Lunch is included. 
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submitted
The BC Community Forest 

BC Community Forest Association releases 2018 Indicators Report
Association (BCCFA) has released 
its annual report which summarizes 

the benefits of community forestry 
in BC.

Forty community forests 
participated in the survey, providing 
data from their last reporting year. 
This sample represents 93% of 
the operating community forests 
in the BCCFA. Most are small 
rural communities, with an average 
population of 3,360.

George Brcko, manager of the 
Wells Gray Community Forest and 
president of the BCCFA said this 
about the report: “Every community 
forest is working to fulfill the range 
of expectations defined by their local 
community. We created 18 indicators 
to measure how they are doing. This 
report, our fourth annual, not only 
shows that data, it includes dozens 
of stories and photos about how 

community forest organizations 
are creating incredible economic, 
social, cultural and environmental 
benefits for their Indigenous and non-
Indigenous communities.”

This year’s results show that 
community forests are creating 63% 
more jobs/ cubic metre of wood than 
the industry average in their forestry 
operations. They operate in sensitive 
areas, while reliably supplying 
logs to both major processing 
facilities and small manufacturers. 
They are showing leadership in 
reducing the risk of wildfire to their 
communities and have a significant 
role in the process of First Nations 
reconciliation beyond the legal 
requirements of the tenure.

A community forest agreement 
(CFA) is an area-based forest licence 
managed by a local government, 
community group, First Nation, or 
a partnership of local governments, 
First Nations and community 
groups, for the benefit of the entire 
community.

The BCCFA is a network of rural 
community-based organizations 
engaged in community forest 
management, and those seeking to 
establish new community forests. 
They represent over 90 rural and 
Indigenous communities across the 
province.

Find the Indicators Report and 
Executive Summary on the BCCFA 
website (bccfa.ca).

submitted
On September 30 from 1- 4 pm, join 

poet Fred Wah at Touchstones Gallery 
in Nelson for a creative workshop 
that will consider juxtapositions 
between creative writing and images. 
Participants are asked to bring an 
image (photograph, sketch, painting, 
etc) of a local Kootenay waterway 
along with a short piece of creative 
writing (poetry, fiction, creative non-
fiction) that relates to the photo. Wah 
will introduce the topic with reference 
to his recent collaborative project on 
the Columbia River, beholden: a poem 
as long as the river (riverrelations.ca/
new-page), which was displayed at 
Touchstones recently. 

During the workshop, there will 
be time to look at, discuss, and listen 

WRITING ON WATER: an image/text workshop with Fred Wah
to each person’s image/text. Digital 
projection is available and, since the 
workshop is limited to 10, participants 
are asked to bring 10 copies of 
their text to share. Attendees must 
preregister at Touchstones Nelson 
and the cost is $20 plus GST. Cash, 
cheque, and debit are preferred. 
Registration is first come, first serve. 

This workshop is brought to 
you by Kootenay Co-op Radio and 
Touchstones Nelson, with support 
from the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance, and the Osprey Community 
Foundation. 

Fred Wah is a former Parliamentary 
Poet Laureate and has published a 
variety of poetry, fiction, and non-
fiction. He lives in Vancouver and on 
Kootenay Lake.
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by Jan McMurray
T h e  N a k u s p  a n d  A r e a 

Development Board (NADB) is 
tackling the rental housing shortage in 
Nakusp. The organization conducted 
a survey on the issue earlier this 
year, and has now issued a Request 
for Proposals for a Rental Property 
Management Feasibility Study.

“The purpose of the feasibility 
study – assuming a positive outcome 
– is to encourage someone in the 
commercial sector to establish a 
property management service,” 
explains Andi Gabb of the NADB. 
The information gathered in the 
feasibility study will be shared with 
anyone interested in establishing such 
a business in the community.

Gabb says the NADB feels 
that a rental property management 
business would improve the housing 
situation in Nakusp, as property 
owners would be more inclined to 
put their properties onto the market 
if there were a professional company 
available to manage the rentals. Also, 
the property management company 
would serve as a centralized source 
of information for potential renters 
regarding available properties.

Proposals for the feasibility 
study are due September 24, and the 
successful proponent is expected 

Rental housing shortage in 
Nakusp prompts Rental Property 
Management Feasibility Study

to be chosen by October 10. The 
Request for Proposals document is 
posted at www.nadb.ca.

After identifying the shortage 
of rental housing as a barrier to 
economic development during a 
planning exercise in late 2017/ early 
2018, the NADB conducted a survey 
in March. The survey garnered 74 
responses. Gabb says the major 
conclusions of the survey were as 
follows.

While people were searching 
for a variety of accommodation, 
most were looking for a “small 
house” as a single person, a couple 
or a small family. The majority of 
respondents relied on word of mouth 
to find accommodation. People were 
prepared to pay up to $500/ month 
for a room, up to $750 for a suite, 
up to $1,000 for a small house and 
up to $1,500 for a large house or an 
acreage. The rent expectations of 
landlords were a little higher than 
those of potential renters. Nearly 40% 
of the respondents had spent over six 
months looking for accommodation. 
Most people were looking to rent for 
a year or more with over a quarter 
prepared to rent for over three years. 
Of the landlords responding, most 
indicated that they had suites or small 
houses for rent.

by Jan McMurray
The Arrow and Slocan Lakes 

community came together last month 
to make a difference for Alfie Rixon, 
an 11-year-old boy with bone cancer. 
Alfie and his family lived in New 
Denver for a few years before they 
returned to the UK.

Katrina Sumrall, Alfie’s former 
teacher at Lucerne School, was 
contacted by Arrow & Slocan Lakes 
Community Services about the 
Return It Forward Program. The 
program is in place to raise funds for 
community causes. People can donate 
their returnable beverage containers 
at a Return It Forward trailer located 
near the Nakusp Village office, and 
community organizations sort the 
containers and keep the proceeds. 
The program is a partnership between 
ASLCS and Nakusp PharmaChoice. 

“We made $1,345 in three hours!” 
Sumrall reports. Three of Alfie’s 
former classmates – Yonah, Anatoli, 
and Nikoli – and a few adults from 

Community comes together to 
help boy with bone cancer

New Denver all went up to Nakusp 
to sort the bottles and cans from the 
Return It Forward trailer.

Drew Farrell, another of Alfie’s 
friends from Sumrall’s class, took 
in over $300 in donations for Alfie 
at a table at the New Denver Friday 
Market, and Sumrall’s class decided 
to top up the donation to $1,800 
by taking money out of their class 
account.

Sumrall says that Alfie has two 
more rounds of chemotherapy and 
then he will likely have surgery. 
“So our plan is to do another big 
fundraiser when it comes to surgery 
time,” Sumrall said.

Sumrall  also reminds the 
community that the Terry Fox Run/ 
Walk/ Ride event is happening on 
September 27 at 11 am, starting at 
Lucerne School in New Denver. 
“We are hoping for really good 
participation this year – if we raise 
$3,000, the principal will dye his hair 
pink,” she says.

A donation to help the Rixon family with the costs of Alfie’s bone cancer treatment was presented at 
the Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services open house in New Denver last month. L to R: Colleen 

Scissons (ASLCS), Margaret Driscoll (ASLCS), Katrina Sumrall, Al Richardson, Spirit Sky, and Drew Farrell.
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by Art Joyce
A new chapter in the 

early settlement history of the 
Kootenays has recently come 
to light from the memoirs 
of New Denver pioneer JC 

New history booklet explores the life of Martin Fry
Harris. It covers the little-
known period between first 
contact of European explorers 
with First Nations and the 
establishment of sett ler 
communities. Published by 

Chameleon Fire Editions 
as booklet number seven in 
the Slocan History Series, it 
chronicles the life of ‘Martin 
Fry, Frontiersman.’ The late 
Harris’s memoir was edited 

by his grandson Cole Harris, 
professor emeritus of historical 
geography at UBC. 

“Sometime in  1927, 
my grandfather, JC (Joseph 
Colebrook) Harris, began 
to think of writing a history 
of the Slocan mining camp, 
and contacted some of the 
prospectors and miners who 
had been in the Slocan in 
1891, the year the Slocan rush 
began.” 

To write his story, JC Harris 
contacted the six surviving 
prospectors of the original 11 
who spent their first winter 
at the mouth of Carpenter 
Creek in 1891. Among them 
was Martin Fry, a remarkably 
versatile, intelligent and just 
plain tough character. By the 
late 1920s Fry was living 
in Bonners Ferry, Idaho 
but spent his summers in a 
cabin on Whatshan Lake. Fry 
eagerly responded to Harris’s 
summons for help with the 
memoir. “He was most anxious 
to meet the old timers and see 
his old stamping grounds,” 
writes Cole Harris in his 
introduction to Martin Fry, 
Frontiersman. JC’s memoir 

provides an overview of Fry’s 
life between 1861 and 1892.

Although by today’s 
standards Fry would be 
considered uneducated, at a 
time when settler society was 
just getting established, he 
had the skills that counted. 
He was adept as a hunter and 
hunting guide, trapper and fur 
trader, prospector and miner, 
oyster fisher, cook, carpenter, 
boat builder – what used to be 
known as a ‘jack-of-all-trades’ 
before the working world 
became specialized. He was 
also one of the West Kootenay’s 
first white homesteaders and 
farmers, as well as being 
a well-read schoolteacher. 
His brother Dick Fry was 
similarly accomplished, and 
married Justine Fry, a Sinixt 
woman. Despite his lack of 
formal education, JC Harris 
considered Martin Fry “one 
of the best-educated men he 
had ever met—widely read 
in English literature and 
profoundly knowledgeable 
about the Bible.” 

“Like so many other 
American families, the Frys 
had moved westward, perhaps 
over several generations, 
beginning in Rhode Island, 
then moving to upstate 
New York, then to Illinois, 
then embarking for months 
on the Oregon Trail, and 
eventually fetching up in the 
Willamette Valley in Oregon, 
where Martin grew up,” Cole 
Harris writes. “When Martin 
encountered it… Indigenous 

people were still its principal 
inhabitants, (but) their number 
had been much reduced by 
alien diseases, beginning 
probably with smallpox in the 
early 1780s.” 

By the time Fry arrived in 
the Kootenays, the fur trade 
was already fading into the 
dustbin of history. The hold 
in the region of the dominant 
fur-trading corporation, the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, was 
lessened considerably by the 
US/Canada border settlement 
of 1846, the Oregon Treaty. 
But to a versatile individual 
like Martin Fry, adaptation to 
changing circumstances was 
a routine survival strategy. 
“He moved freely through a 
huge territory, and followed 
an astonishing variety of 
occupations… (turning) a 
self-taught hand to the work 
and prospects available. This 
was not a life of repetitive, 
routine work.” Fry thus quickly 
adapted to the mining rush of 
the Slocan Valley, realizing 
that staking out town sites was 
as good an investment strategy 
as actually mining ore. 

Cole Harris cautions 
that, as with any memoir, his 
grandfather’s impressions of 
Fry are filtered through his own 
faulty memory. Thus, “this 
biography should probably 
be read less for specific 
information about the places 
and events described,” than 
as a glimpse of a particular 
moment in Western Canadian 
history. The memoir, notes 
Cole Harris, “describes the 
early days of the Slocan rush 
in a vivid, first-hand way… 
a practical, resourceful, and 
self-reliant way of life that, 
even in 1927, could no longer 
be lived quite as Martin Fry 
had lived it…”

Martin Fry, Frontiersman 
is available at local outlets, 
including Raven’s Nest and 
the Silvery Slocan Museum 
in New Denver, the Sandon 
Museum, and Otter Books 
in Nelson. It can also be 
purchased as an e-book online 
at slocanhistoryseries.ca.
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submitted 
The Kaslo Housing Society 

(KHS) wants the electorate and all 
the candidates in the upcoming local 
elections to consider the impact they 
can and do have on housing.

“When it comes to issues of 
affordability and availability of 
housing, people have come to 
assume that non-profit societies, 
rather than government, will be 
moving the agenda forward,” says 
Erika Bird, chair of the non-profit 
housing society. “It’s been decades 
since any level of government 
has put significant resources into 
creating non-market housing, or 
has introduced effective legislation 
against real estate speculation, so 
that’s not surprising.”

M u n i c i p a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l 
governments have roles to play 
in addressing these issues, which 
have profound implications for our 
economy and social fabric. Our 
economy, not to mention our belief 

Affordable housing on the election campaign agenda
in ourselves as a viable, thriving 
community, depends on housing 
security. KHS is very grateful that the 
Kaslo mayor and council have already 
shown their resolve by granting the 
Kaslo Housing Society a 99-year lease 
on a property behind the Public Works 
yard. The goal for that property is to 
create eight to 10 units of non-market 
housing for single people, seniors  and 
families, that will remain affordable 
for generations to come. 

But even that addition to local 
housing stocks will not solve the 
shortfall which is projected to become 
even more problematic for those in the 
lower income brackets, or for seniors 
hoping to downsize.

On Wednesday, October 10, the 
Kaslo Housing Society wants to 
explore with community and election 
candidates just what the Village of 
Kaslo and the RDCK are doing – and 
what we think they should do – to 
influence housing affordability and 
availability. The Society is hosting an 

open house and all-candidates forum 
at JV Humphries School. At the open 
house, information will be provided 
about what municipalities can do and 
what some of them are doing.

Bird believes candidates will 
welcome the opportunity to articulate 
their views on topics such as short-
term rentals, the disposition of Village 
land for affordable housing projects 
or community land trusts, our area’s 
‘dark homes’ or their vision for new 

development on Village-owned land 
south of the Kaslo River.

The open house and forum will 
give voters a chance to find out whose 
views line up with their expectations. 
Attendees will have the opportunity 
to ask questions and seek clarification 
of candidate viewpoints. KHS is also 
asking all candidates to put their 
thoughts in writing, answering a 
survey on affordable housing. Their 
answers will be made public after 

the forum on the KHS website www.
kaslohousingsociety.org and the 
organization’s Facebook page.

The open house will begin at 5 
pm on Wednesday, October 10, to be 
followed by an all-candidates forum 
at 7 pm. The location for both is JV 
Humphries School in Kaslo. Childcare 
will be provided. For more information 
contact Housing Coordinator Kevin 
Flaherty at 250-353-8363 or email 
info@kaslohousingsociety.org.

by Jan McMurray
A short documentary on the 

internment of Japanese Canadians in 
BC during WWII is scheduled to be 
shot in New Denver this fall with the 
latest 360 video technology. 

Kelowna-based VR360 Media 
Inc. has received a $5,000 grant from 
the National Association of Japanese 
Canadians Endowment Fund to 
produce the film, and is raising 
further funds for the project on the 

Short documentary on Japanese Canadian internment to be shot in New Denver
crowdfunding website, Indiegogo.

Graham Cairns, director, writer 
and producer of the film, says he 
stumbled upon the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre in New Denver 
12 years ago. Fast forward to a year 
ago, when it occurred to him that the 
Japanese Canadian internment story 
would be an interesting one to tell 
using virtual reality video, using the 
Nikkei Centre as the set.

“With virtual reality, the viewer 
has a 360-degree view and is 
essentially there in the film,” Cairns 
explained. “I thought it would be 
interesting to do re-enactments in 
the Nikkei Centre with performers 
in period costume. For viewers, it’ll 
be like taking a time machine back 
to that time and place.”

Because this year marks the 
30th anniversary of the Japanese 
Canadian Redress Agreement, 
Cairns is pushing to shoot the film 
this year. He says the story will start 
at Hastings Park, where Japanese 
Canadians were rounded up before 
being sent to internment camps, 
move on to a steam engine sequence 
in the Okanagan, and then to New 
Denver.

“We’re trying to capture a 

day in the life,” Cairns said. “The 
internment is a huge topic – there are 
so many components to this story. 
Instead of trying to jam it all into 
one film, this may be the beginning 
of a series.” 

Cairns has been working with 
the Nikkei Museum in Burnaby, the 
Kyowakai Society in New Denver, 
and the New Denver Village office. 
“We want the film to be accurate, and 
we want to be sensitive,” said Cairns.

Visitors to the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre in New Denver 
will be able to watch the video. “In 
appreciation for production support, 
we will be leaving VR headsets pre-
loaded with the video at the Nikkei 
Centre in New Denver to enhance 
the visitor experience and preserve 
the history,” Cairns said.

The company will be putting 
out a casting call in our area soon. 
“We’re planning to hire locally as 
much as we can, so we’re hoping 
there will be interest.”

Cairns would also like the film 
to be “a really outstanding, authentic 
experience.” Anyone wishing to help 
can make a contribution through 
the company’s website: www.
vr360media.ca. 

submitted
The Old Fire Hall Collective 

Society (OFHCS) is another step closer 
to realizing its vision of making the 
Old Fire Hall an agricultural hub for 
Nakusp and area. In July it received 
a grant of $17,284  from the  CBT 
Community Initiatives Program to 
purchase agricultural equipment for a 
tool library.

As an integral part of the Society’s 
mission to assist in the advancement of 
local food production and encourage 
small-scale farmers, the board had 
identified a tool library as a fundamental 
need. Many essential farming tools are 
costly and used for just a few days a year, 
making it impractical for small-scale 
farmers, and especially those just starting 
out, to justify the cost. The closest tool 
libraries, operated by the Kootenay Local 
Agricultural Society (KLAS), are too far 
away to be cost effective for Nakusp and 
area farmers to access.

When deciding which tools to 
purchase, board members spoke with 
KLAS to determine what equipment 
was most often requested, and followed 
their recommendations, purchasing a 
BCS walking tractor, rotary plow and 
power harrow, as well as a vertical 
tine tiller, long pole pruning saw, and a 
two-person post hole digger with both 
six- and eight-inch diameter augers. 

Old Fire Hall opens farm tool library
The high quality Italian made BCS 
equipment is very popular in Europe 
where, similar to our region, small plot 
farming requires machines that are 
highly versatile and manoeuverable. 
The rotary plow attachment can build 
raised beds to a 12-inch/30cm depth, 
dig shallow swales and hill potatoes. It 
is excellent for a first turning of sod as its 
auger-like plow slices the earth and flips 
it over, resulting in maximum aeration  
with minimum soil compaction.

The equipment was delivered on 
August 31; when the society has its rental 
policy it will be available to Nakusp and 
area farmers and gardeners.

Pat Brownell of Savoy Equipment in 
Kelowna, spent a morning with Old Fire 
Hall Collective Society board members, 

demonstrating how to safely operate their 
newly acquired farm tools.
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FOOD SKILLS FOR 
FAMILIES

Food Skills for Families is a six-week fun hands-on 
cooking journey that encourages the preparation of 
easy meals that are lower in fat, salt and sugar, and 
full of flavour, vegetables, fruits and whole grains.

Cooking for Seniors 9:00 am - Noon
 September 26, 2018 
Families on a Smart Budget 9:00 am - Noon 
 September 27, 2018

Register by September 24 at 
Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services 

205 – 6th Ave. N.W.
250-265-3674 ext 213

Hosted by Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Services

Sponsored by Diabetes Canada
Presented at the Old Fire Hall Kitchen

Annie Beatrice 
(Evelyn) Thorp 

nee Nelson 
1925 – 2018 

What an incredibly wonderful 
and rich life. A true family ma-
triarch, community volunteer 
and card-player extraordinaire 
was welcomed into the world 
May 1925 in Nelson, BC. The 
daughter of Swedish immi-
grants began her journey in 

a log cabin in Fruitvale, BC and ended peacefully at Minto 
House in Nakusp on August 30th, 2018. 
Ev’s many years in Nakusp and extensive community in-
volvement with Cubs, Rotary and especially the Arrow Lakes 
Hospital Auxiliary (ALHA) were acknowledged when she and 
Dad were presented with the Nakusp Citizens of the Year 
award in 1994. Although Mom was humbled by the Citizen 
of the Year, she was particularly pleased to be given a Life 
Membership with ALHA since it meant she would no longer 
have to pay yearly dues. The simple things in life. 
Never one to turn down a card game of any description, she 
loved to play pinochle and crib with her family but really looked 
forward to bridge. A passionate bridge player, she was eager 
to display her winnings of a loonie from bridge night. A game 
is waiting for you Mom. 
Ev was predeceased by husband Rex in 2010 and is survived 
by her children Carol (Bill) and Grant (Charlene). She has four 
grandchildren – Lisa, Meighan, Carly (Denis) and Alex, as 
well as two great-grandchildren – Lucas and Thea. Addition-
ally, she is also survived by her four sisters Margaret, Hazel, 
Gen (Werner) and Bev (Marvin) as well as many nieces and 
nephews. Having family, helping family and enjoying family. 
The family of Ev would like to extend our sincere thanks to the 
doctors, the staff of Halcyon and Minto for their compassionate 
and dedicated care of Mom during these last few years. 
She was very fond of telling a specific incident in her life that 
tickled her to no end and summed up her outlook and view 
of life. A young girl waiting in a grocery line behind Mom, was 
admiring her many rings and looked up at her and said “you 
must have been pretty when you were younger.” You got your 
money’s worth. 

~En glad resa och tack mamma~

NAKUSP & DISTRICT MUSEUM 
SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Will be held on Saturday, October 20th, at 2 pm at the Archives, located in the 
Centennial Building, #92 6th Ave  NW, Nakusp (behind the library and museum).

Memberships will be available for purchase at the meeting. 
Refreshments will be served.

NAKUSP & DISTRICT MUSEUM SOCIETY NOTICE OF 
SPECIAL MEETING

Immediately following the AGM a Special Meeting of the membership will be 
held at the Archives to give members an 
opportunity to vote on proposed 
changes to our society’s bylaws.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

MEET RUSTY!
She’s a lovely spayed, 6-year 
old, tortoiseshell female, and 
she loves to be with people. 
If you think your home is right for 

this sweet, gentle kitty, she’s avail-
able for adoption right now!  
Please call PALS at 250-265-3792.

by Claire Paradis
In the back room of The Lodge 

in Nakusp a group of trail builders, 
adaptive bikers and marketing specialists 
met on September 14 and 15 to discuss 
Kootenay Sufferfest’s future direction. 

Janis Neufeld, Kootenay Sufferfest 
Society president and project manager 
for the Nakusp and Area Bike Society’s 
(NABS) Mount Abriel bike trails and 
campground project, announced that 
Sufferfest will be undergoing some major 
changes. Thanks to great response to last 
summer’s adaptive mountain biking 
(aMTB) and stand-up paddleboard 
camp, Sufferfest is moving further into 
exploring how to get people with spinal 
cord injuries out and active. 

Neufeld said she feels as though 
Sufferfest is “on the verge of something 
amazing,” and compared the society’s 
position to standing on top of a mountain 
with a snowball in hand, ready to roll it 
downhill and watch it grow. Neufeld sees 
a large future for Sufferfest, which she 
states is leading the charge in adaptive 
summer sports like mountain biking. 

The move toward supporting 
adaptive sports started three years ago, 
with the participation of adaptive bike 

athlete Elladee Brown and the fillip of 
board member Mike Koolen – Koolen 
was instrumental in the development of 
the aMTB Spine Trail in Rosebery. The 
two motivated the question: how can 
Sufferfest get more people of all abilities 
involved? 

In his presentation ‘Reimagining 
what is possible,’ Kootenay Sufferfest’s 
Mike Riediger spoke to how providing 
aMTB rentals and facilities can help 
people look past limitations and increase 
motivation, physical activity, inclusivity, 
and break down financial boundaries and 
skill limits. 

Riediger’s presentation noted that 
the cost of adaptive mountain bikes can 
be prohibitive for beginners. Both XCR- 
and Explorer-type adaptive mountain 
bikes cost between $8,000 and $15,000 
(and the weight of the bikes is also 
significant – they weigh 40-65 pounds or 
18-30 kilograms). Being able to access 
them without attending a sports camp is 
nearly impossible at this juncture, said 
Riediger. This can mean that paraplegic 
and quadriplegic athletes can’t try the 
sport or go for a casual ride with friends 
and family unless they shell out a lot of 
cash up front. 

Kootenay Sufferfest is examining 
how to make rental adaptive bikes 
available, and is working with interested 
groups in the region to make it happen. 
Rentals would be more complex than 
just handing out adaptive bikes, pointed 
out Mike Koolen. Fitting the bikes and 
providing coaching are important aspects 
that must be part of the rental process. 
But where there’s a will, there’s a way. 
Recreational Adaptive Society (RAD) 
founder Tanelle Bolt was one of the 
adaptive athletes featured in the video 
Riediger presented about Sufferfest’s 
adaptive sports camp. Bolt and RAD 
are also proponents for making adaptive 
rental equipment available so people who 
have suffered a spinal cord injury can get 
out and be active. 

Visitors to the Mt. Abriel adaptive 
trail, campsites and outhouses will 
find that they are accessible, but the 
recreation facility won’t be pursuing 
official accessible status due to the 
high cost of the designation. Riedeger 
said if it comes down to choosing to 
offer more bikes versus acquiring the 
official stamp of approval, getting 
people out on the bikes is the priority. 
That doesn’t mean the Nakusp and 

Area Bike Society (NABS) project isn’t 
meeting accessibility guideline – they 
are. And they have many adaptive 

athletes volunteering to help the project 
be fully accessible, and to help spread 
the word about the program and trails.

Sufferfest gets adaptive at Trail Summit, September 14 & 15

submitted
Artist/author Barbara Brown 

will be showing her paintings and 
reading from her book SYLVAN 
REFLECTIONS:  Wander ings , 
Paintings and Ponderings From the 
Forest on Thursday, September 27, 7 
pm at Nakusp Public Library.  If you 
missed her presentations in Slocan 
and New Denver last year, now is your 
chance to see this unique presentation 
combining visual art, love of nature, 
contemplative thought, and spiritual 
connection. This is a book launch 
unlike any other. Brown will display 
her original oil paintings featured in 
the book and will present a beautiful 
short film that tells the story of how her 
book came to be.

Every day Brown walks in her 
forest, a world of natural wonder and 
transcendent splendour,  and is on a 
mission to share the beauty she sees. 
Remarkably, with her art she makes it 
possible for you and me to see the forest 
through her eyes. It will never look the 

Sylvan Reflections at Nakusp Library 
same again.

Brown is no stranger to Kootenay 
residents and travellers; for many years, 
as Raven Creations, she produced 
the widely-distributed annual West 
Kootenay map. Now she has taken 
those skills to make a dream come true 
and to present her art to the world.

This beautifully designed book 
features 16 original oil paintings as 
well as numerous other illustrations and 
musings on the forest. It is also enriched 
with nature lore and inspirational 
quotes from some of the writer’s 
favourite muses. This is a book you 
will pick up again and again.
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The Kootenay Conservation Program (KCP) and Regional District of Central Kootenay 
(RDCK) are seeking proposals for projects that will benefit conservation in the rural 
areas around Kootenay Lake, specifically electoral areas A, D, and E within the RDCK. 
The purpose of the Fund is to provide local financial support for important projects that 
will contribute to the conservation of our valuable natural areas. Kootenay Lake Local 
Conservation Fund (KLLCF) funding is available for conservation projects that result 
in the reduction to a known threat to biodiversity. The themes for the Fund are water 
conservation, wildlife and habitat conservation, and aquatic systems conservation.
Projects that are technically sound and effective, and provide value for money through 
partnerships with other funders will be given priority. Proponents must be a regis-
tered not-for-profit organization, First Nations band or local government. Unqualified 
groups or organizations may partner with a qualified organization. A Technical Review 
Committee will review project proposals and make recommendations to the RDCK 
for final funding approval.
To apply for funding, go to www.kootenayconservation.ca/kllcf. Review the Terms of 
Reference, paying particular attention to Section 8 – Fund Design and then apply 
using the application form provided.
The closing date for project submissions is 4:30 pm PDT November 1, 2018. 
Project proposals must be delivered by email to info@kootenayconservation.ca.  

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust delivered a 

record $57 million in funding benefits 
and commercial investments to residents 
and communities in the Columbia Basin 
region, as released in its 2017/18 Annual 
Service Plan Report recently. 

This included $2.7 million in capital 
investments related to broadband and 
economic development, $5.3 million 
in business loans and commercial 
properties, and $49 million to support 
1,600 projects and partnerships through 
65 active programs and initiatives.

“Being able to deliver this many 
programs is a testament to how much 
effort Basin residents, organizations and 
communities put into making this region 
the best it can be,” said Johnny Strilaeff, 
Columbia Basin Trust President and 
Chief Executive Officer. “While we’re 
proud to be able to deliver such extensive 
support, we’re even more proud of how 
people in the Basin use this support to 
make a difference.”

In 2017/18, the Trust earned $64 

Basin sees increased support from the Trust
million in revenues – up from the 
previous year’s $59 million. This was 
primarily due to the solid performance 
of its investment in local hydropower 
facilities which account for 85% of 
the revenue. Other sources of revenue 
include business loans, real estate 
investments and market securities.

“Our continued strong fiscal 
performance is a result of carefully 
investing to ensure we generate a 
predictable, sustainable and growing 
income stream to support our delivery 
of benefits to the region,” Strilaeff said. 
“The performance of our power facilities 
exceeded our expectations, contributing 
to a boost in revenue.”

The Trust supports the ideas and 
efforts of people and communities in the 
Basin to strengthen the region’s social, 
economic and environmental well-being. 
Through extensive consultation, the 
Trust developed 13 strategic priorities 
for 2016-2020, and has made significant 
progress with many new programs 
and initiatives announced in 2017/18, 

including: $28-million partnership with 
BC Housing to create new affordable 
housing units over three years and 
$4.5 million to support First Nations 
communities with affordable housing 
over three years; $10-million Ecosystem 
Enhancement Program that will help 
maintain and improve ecosystem 
health and native biodiversity over five 
years; $3.6-million child care support 

program to maintain and create new 
child care spaces over three years; a 
fibre-optic link between Kaslo and 
Balfour to increase broadband capacity 
in the area through the deployment of a 
36-kilometre underwater optical fibre 
cable in Kootenay Lake; expanded 
support for arts, culture and heritage, 
with $11.6 million in programs and 
support over three years.

Join staff and the board of directors 
at the Trust’s annual general meeting in 
Fernie on Friday, September 21 from 4 
to 5 pm MT at the Best Western Plus 
Fernie Mountain Lodge. The AGM will 
be followed by a free, family-friendly 
community barbeque from 6 to 8 pm 
at the Fernie Community Centre that 
will also feature live, local music. Visit 
ourtrust.org/ferniebbq for details.

submitted
The Kootenay Conservation 

Program (KCP) is now accepting 
proposals for the Kootenay Lake Local 
Conservation Fund (KLLCF). The 
KLLCF was established by the RDCK in 
2014 by referendum and property owners 
in Electoral Areas A, D and E pay an 
annual parcel tax of $15. Each year the 
fund provides financial support to local 
projects that help conserve and restore 
the area’s prized natural surroundings. 

The KCP, which partners with 
the RDCK to administer the fund, 
encourages conservation groups 
operating in the participating areas to 
submit funding proposals for 2019 
projects. The deadline for applications 
is November 1. If you have a project 

Kootenay Lake Conservation Fund accepting project proposals
idea that can benefit fish and wildlife or 
other conservation values in the region, 
please contact KCP program manager 
Juliet Craig. Community groups and 
associations can partner with an eligible 
non-profit to qualify.

”The KLLCF is an excellent 
resource for local organizations that 
have projects helping support fish and 
wildlife habitat, open spaces and water 
quality,” says Craig.

In 2018, four projects received 
funding: grizzly bear conservation 
(Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions), 
water monitoring of north Kootenay 
Lake (Kootenay Centre for Forestry 
Alternatives), Western toad conservation 
in the Fish and Bear Lakes area 
(Valhalla Wilderness Society), and bat 

conservation on private land (Kootenay 
Community Bat Project). 

Local conservation priorities have 
been identified in a KLLCF Guidance 
Document that the RDCK commissioned 
in the spring. To learn more about the 
KLLCF, how to apply, and priorities 
from the document, come to one of the 
open houses taking place from 7-9 pm, 
September 26 at Argenta Hall (hosted by 
the Friends of the Lardeau River Speaker 
Series), or September 27 at the Boswell 
Memorial Hall.

For more information and how to 
apply, please visit kootenayconservation.
ca/conservation-funds/kllcf/. For phone 
or email inquiries, please contact Juliet 
Craig at 250-352-2260 or juliet@
kootenayconservation.ca.

Western toads at Fish and Bear Lakes located between New Denver and Kaslo have benefitted from the Kootenay Lake Local Conservation 
Fund, which has financially supported a study and efforts to reduce the highway mortality of this yellow-listed species at risk.

submitted
The last of eight highway legacy 

signs marking the 75th anniversary of the 
Japanese-Canadian Internment will be 
unveiled September 28 west of Revelstoke.  
At 1:30 pm, the Revelstoke-Sicamous 
Road Camp sign will be unveiled at 
the Rutherford Beach rest area at Three 
Valley Gap on Highway 1. The signs 

were installed in a partnership between 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure and the Legacy Committee 
of the Japanese-Canadian community.

The internment is fairly well-known in 
BC history. However, that many Japanese-
Canadian men were used as forced 
labour is not well-known. Able-bodied 
men started being sent to road camps in 

March 1942. The Revelstoke-Sicamous 
road camp project consisted of six camps: 
Solsqua, Yard Creek, North Fork, Taft, 
Griffin Lake and Three Valley Gap. The 
camps were manned by about 500 men 
who were either naturalized Canadians or 
Canadian-born. 

During the two years and four months 
that the men worked on the highway, they 
had improved, aligned and reconstructed 
various sections of 44.5 miles of the 
Trans-Canada Highway westward from 
Revelstoke. They also worked on Hwy 3 
(Hope-Princeton) and Hwy 5 (Yellowhead-
Blue River.)

This was the first of the road camps to 
be closed as the men either were reunited 
with their families or found work that 
paid better than the 20¢ per day they got 
as forced labour.

“This is an historic opportunity to 
honour the past and to also acknowledge 
and thank workers of the present,” says the 
Legacy Committee’s Laura Saimoto. “We 
often take for granted those who built our 
great highways and those who maintain 
them for us to get around the province.

“We invite British Columbians to 
learn about what happened in our own 
backyard so that we take seriously not to 
repeat the mistakes of the past.”

Legacy sign near Revelstoke to mark forced labour
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Take notice that Columbia Wireless Inc. located at Nelson, BC, has applied to the 
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
(FLNRORD), Kootenay Boundary Region, for a License of Occupation for communi-
cation sites, situated on Provincial Crown land in the vicinity of Nakusp and Balfour 
BC, and containing 0.012 to 0.02 hectares more or less.
The Lands File for these applications are 4405937 for the Kuskanux Tower, 4405940 
for the Nakusp Summit Tower, 4405943 for the Balfour Tower. For more information; 
or, to submit written comments concerning this application, please visit the website 
at http://arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp -> Search -> Search by File 
Number: 4405937 for Kuskanux Tower, 4405940 for Nakusp Summit Tower, 4405943 
for Balfour Tower
Written comments can also be directed to Authorizations Specialist, FLNRORD, 
Kootenay Boundary Region, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook BC V1C 7G1. Comments 
will be received by FLNRORD up to Nov 3, 2018. FLNRORD may not be able to 
consider comments received after this date.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part of the 
public record. Access to these records requires the submission of a Freedom of 
Information (FOI) request. Visit http://www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn 
more about FOI submissions.

by Moe Lyons
Residents near the Playmor 

pit feel as if they are under siege. 
This active gravel operation, run by 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure (MoTI) on Osachoff 
Road, has seen ever-increasing use in 
the last while, and the neighbourhood 
is suffering. On Friday, September 
7, over 30 concerned citizens turned 
up at the pit to meet with various 
officials to see what can be done.

Numerous MoTI employees 
attended, led by spokeswoman Katie 
Ward. As well, there was a biologist, 
and representation from Selkirk 
Paving and others who work the 
pit, including the project supervisor, 
Rob Ostrikoff. Andy Davidoff and 
Walter Popoff, RDCK Directors 
for Areas I (rural Castlegar) and H 
(Slocan Valley) attended the meeting 
to record and forward citizens’ 
concerns.

“We were told when we moved 
that the gravel pit had minimal 
operations and was going to be 
decommissioned,” says Judy Lamb-
Richardson, who lives across the 
road and coordinated the response 
to the situation. “But now it is 
100-fold worse. Every truck raises 
dust. At the very least we need dust 
control – we’re not getting that. 
There are very real health concerns 
here, what with silica, magnesium 
chloride and other particulates in the 
air. Everything is covered in dust, 
the whole road, and our houses, 
too. We need MoTI to follow their 
own ‘Aggregate Operators Best 
Management Practices and Health 
and Safety’ handbooks. They crush 
rock in the pit which has silica dust 
and can cause silicosis. The dust is 
everywhere in vehicles and in our 
homes and is spread more with each 
passing vehicle.”

Lamb-Richardson came well-
prepared for the meeting, with a 
bulging folder bristling with 
coloured markers. For every issue 
raised, she had a response based on 

Pandemonium at Playmor gravel pit
established guidelines, legislation 
and research. Several others also 
raised various concerns: traffic and 
speeding; interference with elk 
during rutting season; an inadequate 
and poorly maintained berm; effects 
of heavy vibration on the water 
table, as their water comes from 
wells; endless noise, particularly 
jake breaks, beeping and banging; 
and more. When the pit is active, the 
neighbourhood sees six trucks and 
pup trailers per hour going through 
their neighbourhood. Currently, 
extended hours mean the racket and 
activity continues into the night and 
nearby residents have no respite from 
the constant activity. 

One suggestion is that gravelled 
areas near the entry to the pit be 
paved or removed. Another is that 
trucks using the site replace beepers 
with ‘whooshers,’ a broadband alarm 
that emits a pulsing, ‘psssht-psssht’ 
sound that is more focussed in the 
area where a person is potentially at 
risk, while reducing noise disturbance 
in the surrounding community. As 
well, the residents requested some 
sort of supervision of traffic, if not 
a person then at least a digitized 
surveillance system or speed sign. 
They also suggested a 30 km/hr speed 
limit be posted during times of heavy 
use, and that the road be marked 
with a ‘No Thru Road’ sign, as often 
people speed down there thinking to 
bypass the junction. While the crowd 
seemed to accept that they were going 
to have to live with the pit, clearly 
consensus is that the current situation 
is completely unacceptable.

Ward addressed the meeting 
several times, pointing out people 
knew there was a gravel pit when 
they moved there and that it is vital 
to road safety and maintenance. One 
woman said, “I have lived here for 
over 40 years, and it has never been 
like this. Back in 1975 the pit was 
inactive – the kids played there and 
people rode their horses through. The 
ministry at that time told us the pit 

would remain inactive and that there 
might be a park or even a hospital 
there.” Ward denied that the ministry 
would ever have said that. The pit was 
re-activated several years later.

W h i l e  Wa r d  a n d  L a m b -
Richardson engaged in vigorous 
and civil debate, with many others 
joining in, Davidoff took extensive 
notes, intervening to confirm he 
has heard numerous concerns from 
his constituents about night paving 
and pit operation. Compounding 
the current situation, the next large 
project will see 10-20 trucks running 
through the night from 7 pm to 7 am.

“Our main concern,” said Lamb-
Richardson, “is about our water. 
While we actually do have some 
testing, it’s not a comprehensive and 
hydrocarbon test.” Davidoff assured 
her there would be more testing, 
saying he has provided a grant for 
an upgraded water study of the area’s 
aquifers.

Davidoff committed to taking 
the residents’ concerns into 
consideration, writing a report with 
recommendations and forwarding 
it to MoTI within a few days. He 
also committed to arranging for a 
safety review of the entire Playmor 
Junction area, particularly as there 
are numerous concerns about safety 
now that the area is becoming so 
congested, with a park and ride, 
a fruit stand, two schools and a 
proposed daycare near the turnoff to 
Osachoff Road. Residents requested 
a pedestrian crosswalk for students 
crossing over the highway coming 
from the school to the park and ride. 
With ever more highway traffic, it is 
becoming increasingly dangerous for 
pedestrians to cross in safety.

Lamb-Richardson summed the 
meeting up: “The neighbourhood’s 
general reactions to the meeting were 
mixed and ranged from complete 
disappointment to cautious optimism. 
One resident stated that to put a band-
aid on a big sore will not work. Others 
felt that to be told by MoTI that what 

we’re all hearing, seeing, feeling and 
breathing every single day doesn’t 
occur, was not only invalidating but 
not conducive to working together as 
good neighbours… Other residents 
felt that we were heard by all the 
involved parties and that each of 
them would try to minimize the 
impact of the night paving and follow 
through on mitigating the dust and 

noise issues created by the day-to-
day operations of the pit. Only time 
will tell if positive changes occur 
for the health and safety of the 
neighbourhood.”

Davidoff commended Lamb-
Richardson for her organizing work 
and thanked her for making the 
meeting happen and getting things 
out in the open.

Andy Davidoff, RDCK director for Area I clarifying a point with Judy Lamb-Richardson, spokeswoman for Playmor residents concerned about the gravel pit.
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ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

ADVERTISING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

TOWING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GSTAlongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

CARD OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing 
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo 
and Area D with affordable housing. 
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday & 
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The 
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding 
for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/ 
Kaslo EDC.
F O R  F R E S H  F R U I T  A N D 
VEGETABLES from Cawston, visit Tony 
in Silverton by the Silverton Gallery on 
Fridays 8:45–4:30 and at the Kaslo Market 
on Saturdays 10–3.

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where you 
will receive ongoing business training and 
coaching and usually financial support while 

you start your business. To learn more call 265-
3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

ON AUGUST 12, I went into emergency 
not feeling well. Huge thanks to Dr. Ainsley 
McCaskell and Mercedes for the excellent 
care I got when an unexpected episode 
occurred. And thanks to the Trail ambulance 
that came and took me to the Trail Hospital. 
I am so thankful that we have the Slocan 
Community Health Centre and still have 
emergency. Without it, my outcome may 
have been very different. It is so important 
to have the clinic for the many people who 
use it from around the area. The other 
services offered there are used by many. 
We need to keep fighting to keep it open.

-Cheryl Hammond
THE FAMILY OF MONICA IRWIN 
would like to give their heartfelt thanks to 

all who helped us celebrate her life. It was 
a difficult time for us, but your care and 
compassion, your stories and your love 
made the days bearable. We cried and we 
laughed, we shared memories and we laid 
her to rest where she wanted to be, in a 
place of beauty, her home, New Denver. 
Special thanks to: Kath Angrignon, and all 
the Angrignon family, for being our home 
base and thinking of the details we missed; 
Bev Casley and all the ladies at the reception 
who organized, baked, served, and cleaned 
up; Leonard Casley for use of the projector; 
and all of you who came to show how much 
you cared for Mom/Nana. 
T H E  S P I R I T  O F  S L O C A N 
COMMITTEE wishes to thank all the 
sponsors in the valley for their generous 
donations which made our 3rd annual 
Family Fair Fun event such a success. 
These include: Mountain Valley Station, 
C&T Automotive, Slocan Market, Slocan 
Wellness Centre, Valhalla Pure, Sanderella, 
New Market Foods, Camp Cafe, Slocan 
Valley Co-op, Silverton Timber Mart, 
Winlaw Home Hardware, Frog Peak Cafe, 
Rutabaga’s, Gaia Tree Foods, Sew Much 
More, Evergreen Foods, Mama Sita’s Cafe.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens each 
Friday, 10 am to 2 pm, June through 
September, in downtown New Denver. 
Come to this beautiful market under shady 
maple trees for fresh organic local produce, 
flowers, delicious prepared food and local 
artisans’ wares. For info: 250-358-2774 or 
email ndfridaymarket@gmail.com.
PRESSFEST + FUNDAY SUNDAY 
returns to Slocan Park Hall Sunday, 
September 30, 10–4. Enjoy Music, Food, 
Vendors, Kids Activities + Community 
Juice Pressing info www.kootenayfood.
com/pressfest

SLOCAN MASONIC LODGE meets at 
Knox Hall in New Denver on the fourth 
Friday at 7:30 pm: March 23, April 27, 
May 28, June 22, August 24, September 
28, October 26, November 23. On July 
28, we have a picnic in Sandon at 4:30; 
and on December 8, we meet with the 
Nakusp Lodge. Interested new members 
contact: gtstore@telus.net

S L O C A N  VA L L E Y S E N I O R S ’ 
HOUSING AGM: September 27, 7 pm 
at the Legion in Slocan City. Slocan City 
Suites Open House Tour starts at the Legion 
at 5:30 pm, AGM at 7 pm. Current members 
can renew at the meeting. Members and 
general public welcome to attend the tour. 
TERRY FOX RUN September 27, 2018 
at 11:00 am. Route begins at Lucerne 
School. The public is encouraged to come 
support by running, walking, volunteering, 
or donating funds. Look for posters around 
town or Facebook information. If you have 
questions please call Katrina 250-358-2284 
or Syl 250-358-2676. 
SATURDAY DANCE NIGHTS AT THE 
LEGION: 502 Harold St., Slocan. September 
15 & 29, 7–9 pm. Music by DIAMOND 
WILLOW BAND – music for any occasion, 
Old Country Rock. Admission $10. The 
Legion welcomes members & guests.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT: 
Saturday, September 22, 6:30 pm sharp 
at the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold 
St., Slocan. $30 Buy-in. Advance tickets 
at Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or 
phone 250-355-2672 to reserve. The Legion 
welcomes members and guests.
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Infant Massage: Wed’s, Oct 3 - 24, 10 - 
11 am, Slocan Park Hall, $25.
Co-Ed Adult Basketball: Mt Sentinel; 
Wed’s, Oct 10 - Dec 12, 7:30 - 9:30 pm. 
Winlaw School; Thurs’s, Oct 4-Dec 13, 
7-9 pm, $4 drop in.
P.A.L. (Canadian Firearms Safety-
Possession & Acquisition License): 
Non-Restricted; Sat/Sun, Oct 13 &14, 
9-5 pm, $99. Restricted; Sun Oct 14 
12-4 pm, $65.
Co-ed Volleyball: Tues’s, Sept 11 - Dec 
19, 7:30 - 9:30 pm, 14+ yrs, $4 drop in.

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377 

Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 

• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE

PETS

HELP WANTED

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CAHEALTH

YARD SALE

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

FOR RENT

NOTICES

FOUND

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

September 28,
2018

ST. ANTHONY’S 45TH ANNUAL FLEA 
MARKET: November 24, 10 am–2 pm, 
Bosun Hall, New Denver. Tables $25. Call 
Bev Casley 358-7771.
NAKUSP LIBRARY ,  Thursday, 
September 27, 7 pm. Artist/author Barbara 
Brown, showing her original paintings 
and reading from her book SYLVAN 
REFLECTIONS: Wanderings, Paintings 
and Ponderings from the Forest.
HARVEST FESTIVAL, this Friday Sept 
28 at Lucerne School, 9 am-1 pm. Everyone 
is welcome to this 10th annual event and 
enjoy fall fair activities and free lunch! 
Please bring items for display or tasting, 
pie contest entries and zucchini racers to 
the school on Thursday afternoon or by 9 
am, Friday morning.
LANGHAM GALLERIES Opening 
Night Reception Friday, October 5, 7-9 
pm. Please touch the art! with Natasha 
Smith’s ‘Child’s Play’, and then take ‘A 
Brush with the Wild’ with the Kaslo Painters 
Group. Artist talks, music, snacks! Free to 
the public.
AGM NOTICE: The Slocan Valley 
Community Arts Council is holding its 
Annual General Meeting on Thursday, 
October 4, 7-8 pm at the Vallican Whole 
Community Centre, 3762 Little Slocan 
South Road.

LG CELL PHONE found on the day of 
the Garlic Festival. Found at the shuttle 
drop off point behind the Valhalla Inn. 
Can be claimed at the Valley Voice office 
in New Denver.

PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE - 312 
Broadway, Nakusp. $700/month. Approx. 
1,000 sq. ft. 250-353-2130.
STOREFRONT ON MAIN STREET 
in Silverton available in early September. 
$300/month. Contact Sue at 350-358-2167.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS  – Bertha 
Williams, #11 – 217 Zacks Rd. 250-265-
9080.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

TELEPHONE TECHNICIAN WANTED 
to help change phones at the Valley Voice 
office. Please call 250-358-7218.
E X P E R I E N C E D  P H A R M A C Y 
ASSISTANT (or Technician) wanted 
immediately to assist Pharmacist and 
provide Front Store customer service at 
our pharmacy located in the Village of New 
Denver. We are a small busy pharmacy 
with a focus on patient centered practice. 
Experience, team player with positive 

attitude and references required. We offer 
competitive wages and benefits. Please 
include professional references with cover 
letter, resume and contact information to 
kaslopharm@gmail.com or by mail to 
NDCP c/o Box 550, Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0.
KASLO COMMUNITY PHARMACY 
is hiring for a permanent flex position in 
our Kaslo Front Store, providing customer 
service and product manager/ admin 
support. We are looking for a flexible 
team player who is committed to accuracy, 
attention to detail, and who can multi-task 
in a fast-paced retail environment. Excellent 
customer service skills are needed as well 
as computer and POS experience. We offer 
competitive wages and benefits. Please send 
a cover letter with your resume along with 
references from previous employment to 
kaslopharm@gmail.com or PO Box 550, 
Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0.
SLOCAN VALLEY COMMUNITY 
ARTS COUNCIL is hiring a part-time 
administrator. Deadline for submitting your 
resume is Friday, September 28. For details, 
please email svcarts@gmail.com or check 
our Facebook post.

HU HAS BEEN USED for thousands of 
years as a prayer, mantra and sacred chant 
to attune oneself with the presence of God. 
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul/
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-

9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New 
Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 358-7904. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: relaxed 
walks, come when called, have fun. Learn 
more at www.proudofmydog.ca

ONGOING ESTATE SALE at #11 – 
217 Zacks Rd., Nakusp. 10 am-5 pm. 
Household items, antiques, bedding, books, 
dishes, musical instruments and equipment, 
ornaments, bow and arrows. 

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Summer Hours!
Monday to Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Sunday
11 am - 3 pm

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

ADVERTISING

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

COMMUNITY

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Advertise in the Valley Voice.  
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details  
 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

submitted
Campfires and Category 2 

open fires are once again permitted 
throughout the Southeast Fire 
Centre’s jurisdiction, due to 
decreased wildfire risks in the 
region. Category 3 open fires are 
premitted n the Arrow, Kootenay 
Lake, Columbia, Invermere and 
Cranbrook fire zones, but remain 
prohibited in the Boundary fire zone.

Category 2 burning allows one 
or two concurrently burning piles 
no larger than two metres high by 
three metres wide, or stubble or grass 
burning over an area of less than 
0.2 hectares. The use of fireworks, 
burning barels, flying lanterns and 
exploding binary targets ar also 
allowed.

The 2018 wildfire season has 

Campfire ban lifted; use caution in burned areas
been one of the most challenging 
in BC’s history, and some areas 
of the province have sustained 
considerable damage, says the 
Ministry of Forests. It advises 
hunters, recreationalists and anyone 
else heading into the backcountry 
to use caution when travelling in 
areas affected by wildfires, since 
there may be safety hazards present. 
These hazards could include: danger 
trees (fire-damaged trees that have 
become unstable and could fall over 
without warning); ash pits, which 
may be hard to detect and can remain 
hot long after the flames have died 
down; unstable soils and terrain; 
increased potential for landslides 
or rock falls; damaged trails or 
irregular trail surfaces; increased 
water runoff, which could lead to 

flooding or debris flows; damaged 
fencing, which could allow livestock 
to enter roadways.

In areas that have been severely 
burned, post-wildfire risks may last 
for two years or more. However, the 
increased risk of floods or debris 
flows in severely burned areas may 
persist much longer.

Every year, post-wildfire 
hazard assessments are completed 
on significant wildfires to identify 
potential threats to public safety, 
buildings or infrastructure. Risk 
mitigation and rehabilitation 
planning are already underway in 
some areas.

The BC Wildfire Service 
reminds members of the public 
that they also need to use extreme 
caution in regions where fires are 

still burning. Wildfires are active 
worksites where fire suppression 
efforts may be ongoing.

People can expect to see 
smouldering ground fires and smoke 
within the perimeters of existing 
wildfires over the coming weeks. 
This is common with large wildfires 
and may continue for some time. If 
smoke is rising from well within 
a fire’s perimeter and the area 
is surrounded by black, burned 
material, this is typically not a 
concern. However, smoke rising 
from green, unburned fuel or from 
outside a fire’s perimeter should be 
reported immediately.

A list of areas affected by area 
restriction orders is available online: 
gov.bc.ca/wildfirebans. Even if an 
order has been rescinded, officials 

engaged in fire control (including 
firefighters) have the authority under 
the Wildfire Act and its regulations 
to order anyone to leave the area.

Support the 
Valley Voice with a 

voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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by Jan McMurray
The difficulty accessing 

Galena Trail in emergencies 
has been brought to the 
at tention of the RDCK 
Rosebery Parklands and Trails 
Commission.

An email from Ken and 
Donna Butler, saying it’s time 
to create motorized access 
to the trail for emergency 
purposes, was reviewed at 
the commission’s September 
5 meeting. The Butlers have 
allowed emergency crews 
to use their Denver Siding 
property for staging over the 
years.

As a result of the email, 
the commission is looking 
at developing an Emergency 

Alamo fire prompts discussion on Emergency Response Plan for Galena Trail 
Response Plan in collaboration 
with local emergency response 
and f irefighting crews, 
with options for motorized 
emergency access to the trail if 
feasible. A staff report on this 
issue is expected to come to 
the next commission meeting, 
November 21.

The Alamo Siding fire 
along the trail on August 19 
prompted the Butlers to write 
the email.

New Denver and Area 
Fire Chief Len Casley reports 
that the fire department used 
three ATVs to haul equipment 
and fuel in to the Alamo fire 
site. “The bridge [at the 
Three Forks trailhead] isn’t 
accessible to ATVs, so we had 

to find another way around,” 
he said. “It did pose a fair bit 
of challenge, not being able 
to cross that bridge. That’s 
the second fire on that trail 
over the years and access is 
a problem every time. We’ve 
had to go in to respond to 
injuries as well – access is 
always a challenge.”

Casley reports that the 
department put a total of 170 
kilometres on the ATVs to 
fight the Alamo fire, which 
was about two kilometres in 
from the Three Forks trailhead.

“We were burning five 
gallons of gas every hour for 
each of the two pumps, so lots 
of fuel had to be packed in and 
out,” Casley said.

Although the fire was in 
the jurisdiction of the Ministry 
of Forests, the New Denver 
and Area Fire Department 
took an active role in putting 
it out. “Forestry did the danger 
tree assessment and helped 
set up the sprinklers, and 
then they left it to us,” Casley 
said. The equipment used 
to fight the fire was from 
the department’s sprinkler 
trailer. The three ATVs are 
the personal property of fire 
department members.

The crew worked in four-
hour shifts of three people 
from Sunday, August 19 at 
8 am to Monday, August 20 
at 8 pm. They took the night 
off and returned Tuesday 
morning. They ran the pumps 
on Tuesday, and the fire was 
out by the end of the day. The 
crew pulled out the equipment 
on Wednesday. 

“The members did their 
usual outstanding job,” Casley 
commented. 

The Rosebery Parklands 
and Trails Commission will 
send a thank you note to the 
volunteer fire department for 
their prompt and effective 
efforts in controlling and 
dousing the fire, and to the 
Butlers for the use of their 
property for emergency 
staging.

ALL CANDIDATES MEETINGS
for

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS
ALL MEETINGS: 7-9 pm

NEW DENVER 
Wednesday, Oct. 3

Bosun Hall

SLOCAN
Thursday, Oct. 4

Silvery Slocan Legion Hall

SILVERTON
Thursday, Oct. 11

Silverton Memorial Hall
MODERATOR: GARY WRIGHT (former New Denver mayor, former RDCK chair)

Co-sponsored by the Slocan District Chamber of Commerce and the Valley Voice
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Introducing 
Dr. Jeffrey J. Hunt, 

B.P.H.E., N.D.,
Hunt Naturopathic 

Clinic Inc.

Coming to the 
Slocan Wellness Centre 

710 Harold Street, Slocan, BC 
Starting September 17  

250-368-6999 
huntandhunt@shaw.ca

Celebrating 10 years of Fine Arts

• Sept. 18 - Oct. 6     Holly WOODS 
and other fine artists…

Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday from 11 am to 4 pm or by appointment 250.265.3586
203 Fifth Avenue NW, Nakusp, BC

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

submitted
Studio Connexion Gallery is 

ending its 10th exhibition season 
with artist Holly Woods, who is 

returning for her third solo show with 
her new watercolour series Frames 
on the Landing. The show and sale 
run until October 6, Thanksgiving 
Saturday.

A former resident of Nakusp, 
Woods now resides in Grand Forks. 
Well known for her whimsical and 
free flowing style, she has exhibited 
in various venues. Woods was on the 
Arrow Lakes Fine Arts Guild board 
for many years and her financial skills 
were an asset to the organization. 

Thursday afternoons, you will find 
her volunteering in the Gallery 2 gift 
shop in the Grand Forks & District 
Art & Heritage Centre.

Woods’s inspiration comes from 
anything and everything. This past 
year, an eclectic collection of picture 
frames intrigued her: old and new, a 
variety of materials, shapes and states 
and finishing. Her curiosity pushed 
her expression of freedom onto the 
paper with her watercolour and ink, 
and sometimes acrylic. Excitement 
happens with her use of colour and 
line.

The opening reception is Friday 
September 21 from 5 to 8 pm. Come 
meet and greet the artist and enjoy 
the refreshments at 203 Fifth Avenue 
NW in the heart of beautiful Nakusp. 
Regular gallery hours are 11 am to 
4 pm, Tuesday to Saturday; other 
times are available by contacting the 
gallerist at 250-265-3586. Follow 
the daily posts on social media at 
facebook.com/studioconnexion 

Year round, the gallery has a 
great selection of fine artworks by 
dozens of artists from BC, Alberta, 
Ontario and Québec. Paintings, soft 
pastels, sculptures, oil & cold wax, 
and watercolour artwork portraying 
landscapes, wildlife and abstract art 
pieces are available. 

Holly Woods returns to Studio Connexion

Holly Woods is well known for her 
whimsical and free flowing style.


