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by Jan McMurray
Public concerns are mounting over 

the Retallack/ Lower Kootenay Band and 
Stellar Heli-Skiing adventure tourism 
tenure applications. The deadline for 
public comments on the Retallack 
application has been extended for a 
second time, to July 15. The deadline 
for comments on Stellar’s proposal is 
still July 3.

Stellar will be hosting an information 
session about its application on June 19 
at 7 pm at its hangar at the Kaslo Airport.

Community-initiated meetings were 
held at Ainsworth Hall on May 29 and in 
Kaslo on June 4. 
Ainsworth meeting

Ainsworth residents were very 
concerned about the Retallack 
application, particularly about the 
helipads proposed for Ainsworth and 
nearby Lendrum Creek.

“It sounds like there will be helicopter 
traffic constantly on a daily basis, year-
round,” said Glen Konowakchuk of 
Ainsworth Motel.

Residents had no information on 
where Retallack/ Lower Kootenay Band 
would locate the helipad proposed for 
Ainsworth, and expressed frustration 
with the lack of communication from 
the band. The band owns Ainsworth Hot 
Springs Resort and has stated publicly 
that they want to keep the community 
informed of their plans in town, but 
many residents felt they haven’t lived up 
to that. The resort was not represented at 
the meeting.

Area D Director Aimee Watson was 
there and said the RDCK zoning bylaw 
for Ainsworth doesn’t allow helicopters 
at the resort, but federal regulations 
supercede local government regulations. 
She has asked MP Wayne Stetski for 
clarification on this.

Director Watson urged residents 
to submit comments on the application 
through the government website.
Kaslo meeting

In Kaslo, Eddie Petryshen, 
conservation coordinator with Wildsight, 
a charitable conservation organization, 
led the meeting. He presented information 

Helicopter-based adventure tourism applications continue to cause concern
on both the Stellar and the Retallack/ 
Lower Kootenay Band applications.

He explained that Stellar wants to 
add 220 square kilometres to its current 
320-square-kilometre heli-skiing tenure 
in the South Selkirks. Stellar is looking 
for a 30-year permit.

Jason Remple, owner of Stellar 
Heli-Skiing, was at the meeting. People 
expressed appreciation that he was 
there and that he was approachable. 
He encouraged people to contact him, 
saying the company can adjust flight 
paths and has ideas on how to mitigate 
noise, as well. 

Remple said the company has no 
plans for more flights, more helicopters, 
or more staging areas. The company has 
two helicopters that can carry six people 
– four guests in the back with the pilot 
and guide in the front. Stellar flies out of 
the Kaslo Airport and has a fuel cache at 
Schroeder Creek.

Residents told Remple they were 
concerned about the impacts of the 
heli-ski operation on the area’s peace 
and quiet and on wildlife. One resident 
pointed out that although Stellar is 
locally owned now, it may not be in 
future – CMH and Retallack both used 
to be locally owned. Area D Director 
Aimee Watson suggested people include 
this concern in their comments on the 
government website. “Ask if there is 
a way to put a covenant on the tenure 
regarding local ownership,” she said.

Remple extended an invitation to the 
June 19 meeting at 7 pm at the Stellar 
hangar at the Kaslo Airport.

Retallack/ Lower Kootenay Band 
is proposing a 45-year permit for a 
700-square-kilometre tenure in the South 
Purcells for year-round helicopter-based 
recreation – heli-skiing, heli-biking, and 
heli-hiking. The proposal includes 161 
kilometres of mountain bike trails. 

“This would dramatically alter the 
South Purcells,” Petryshen said. “This 
area is one of the last non-heavily-tenured 
areas in the Columbia Mountains.”

Petryshen said the proposal would 
bring large scale trail building from 
mountaintop to valley floor in sensitive 

plant communities and in core habitat 
areas for goats, grizzlies, and mountain 
caribou. 

“These large tenures affect wildlife,” 
he said. Petryshen said there are many 
studies showing the impact of helicopter 
disturbance on wildlife. Helicopters 
cause stress in animals, he said, and 
where there is heavy use, animals 
abandon that habitat.

Petryshen pointed out that wildlife 
populations are declining. There are 
four caribou left in the South Purcell 
herd, and three in the South Selkirk 
herd. In the Central Selkirks, there are 
31-33 caribou. “This is nothing like the 
historical numbers,” he said.

Petryshen also spoke about the 
Cranbrook West Recreation Strategy, 
which covers the area in the Retallack/ 
Lower Kootenay Band proposal. It was 
developed over more than two years by a 

diverse group of recreationalists. “It says 
we don’t want helicopter use or public 
use. We want wildlife populations,” 
Petryshen said.

During the lively discussion after 
the presentation, several people spoke 
about their desire to live in peace and 
quiet, without a lot of helicopter traffic.

The inadequate consultation process 
was another point made. “You should 
be having a public town hall meeting 
with the proponent and the Province,” 
Director Watson said.

Some people said they feel there 
is a lack of attention to cumulative 
effects when the government assesses 
applications like these. “The piece 
that’s missing is the cumulative effects 
management framework,” said one 
resident. “Until that’s part of the 
assessment process, the Province puts 
us in the situation where we’re holding 

individual proponents responsible, and 
they don’t have clear guidelines.”

It was clarified that the public 
can use tenured areas. Tenures are not 
exclusive; however, if two companies 
want tenure over the same area, there has 
to be a joint use agreement.

One resident underlined the 
importance of public comments. “Most 
of the applications that have been denied 
recently in the West Kootenay were 
because of public comment,” she said. 
Petryshen concurred. “They seem to care 
about the people who vote, so they when 
they hear a lot of public outcry, they take 
that into account.”

To comment on the applications, go 
to the arfd website (www.arfd.gov.bc.ca) 
and do an ‘advanced search’ using the 
file number #4405893 for the Retallack/ 
Lower Kootenay Band proposal and 
#4404298 for the Stellar proposal.

Nakusp Secondary School Principal Peter Gajda presents Graduate Olivia Mang with her diploma at the graduation ceremony June 9. 
Coverage on pages 12-13.
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by Claire Paradis
Out of hundreds of entries, two 

families have won a four-day total 
immersion experience of Kaslo, thanks 
to the BC Rural Centre’s Escape the 
City contest. 

It was a tough decision, reports 
Randy Morse, Communications 
Director for the BC Rural Centre, who 
said that sifting through the entries was 
deeply moving.

“I appreciate that I get to live in a 
place like Kaslo. Places like this become 
increasingly important when we look 
forward to the lives of our kids and 
grandkids who will live on this planet,” 
said Morse. “It’s a good reminder how 

Marcus and Heather Stober-English and their daughters were one of two families who won the BC 
Rural Centre’s ‘Escape the City’ contest, designed to attract young people to move to rural areas. 

They will have a four-day immersion in Kaslo this summer to size it up as their potential new home. 

Jean-Michel and Rochelle Longval are coming to Kaslo this summer as winners of BC Rural Centre’s 
‘Escape the City’ contest. The contest targeted young people ready to explore moving to Kaslo.

Two families to make their escape to Kaslo this summer
lucky we are, and what an extraordinary 
asset we can offer a select urban few 
who want to bail in a world which is 
increasingly mad.”

From the roughly 300 entries, four 
finalists were interviewed, including 
a family from Edmonton and a young 
woman from San Diego. All of them 
had visited Kaslo previously and all of 
them were keen to make the move there. 

So what made the winners the 
winners? 

“These two families were almost 
L-O-L for their enthusiasm directed 
to this little village,” Morse said. 
“Rochelle [Longval] said between sobs 
of happiness ‘this is the most wonderful 

thing that has happened to us in our 
lives.’” 

The Stobers were raised in small 
town BC, and were not only familiar 
with the lifestyle but also anxious to raise 
their kids in a rural environment. And 
Morse said a lot of entries came from 
people saying that even if they didn’t 
win, they intend to visit Kaslo. 

It was BC Rural Centre’s Executive 
Director Gordon Borgstrom that 
originally came up with the idea for a 
contest as an idea to recruit people from 
the city. Morse immediately jumped on 
board and volunteered Kaslo to be the 
destination. 

“It is fun, and catchy. It’s a contest, 
after all. They could win something,” 
said Morse about the contest’s huge 
response. 

But it also led to some soul-searching 
to identify the “compelling assets” that 
make Kaslo unique and desirable. 

“It has to be more than a beautiful 
environment, or the SS Moyie,” Morse 
argued. “It has to be the people that live 
in the place.”

And how did Kaslo respond to the 
announcement of the contest? 

“Amazingly positive,” answered 
Morse, for the most part. Some people 
were concerned that the contest was 
aiming to bring wealthy people from afar 
who would build “McMansions” they 
would only occupy for a few weeks of 
the year. They were assured this wouldn’t 
happen, that the contest was focusing on 
attracting youngish, creative people who 
would bring their work with them, or 
have the wherewithal to start a business 
that’s place appropriate. 

“Ideally, the contestants had been in 
the area before,” said Morse, who added 
that “the worst thing people can do is 
come in and ignore a place’s history and 

start bossing people around. We tried 
to ensure they were people who have a 
good chance of sticking around and who 
the locals will get along with.”

It was no cakewalk for the finalists 
who were asked what they were prepared 
to contribute to the community in 
live interviews with a panel of Kaslo 
citizens. Emphasis was put on choosing 
people who were already engaged in 
the community where they live. And 
the winners aren’t winning days on the 
beach; they’ll be immersed in the local 
scene starting June 29, added Morse. 

The winning Longvals and Stobers 
will be staying at the Kaslo Hotel for four 
nights and touring the town’s beautiful 
K-12 school, and checking out real estate 
options in the area. Their immersion will 
include visiting with business owners 

and non-profit leaders, hanging out with 
locals who share their interests, as well 
as boating, hiking, kayaking, swimming, 
mountain biking, and sampling local 
cuisine and craft brews.

If all goes well, the BC Rural 
Centre will be looking at helping other 
communities connect with people who 
are a good match for their town and want 
to make the move out of the city. All it 
takes is people willing to make it happen, 
says Morse. 

“Every morning we have a choice: 
choose to get up and stumble through 
our day, knowing something is going to 
change, and certain we’re not going to 
like it. Or, get up and say ‘I’m going to 
see if I can change something.’ Are you 
going to let change happen to you, or are 
you going to shape it?”
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Good Fences Make Good Neighbours
Protect your livestock, chickens, bees, crops, and fruit trees!

Electric Fencing Workshop:
When:  Wednesday June 27th, 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
Where:  Nakusp Seniors’ Hall (210 8th Ave)
Cost: FREE!

Please register by contacting Bree Lillies, WildSafeBC Community Coordinator for New Denver, Nakusp, and Area K
Email: newdenver@wildsafebc.com or Phone: 250-354-8120

Workshop leader Gillian Sanders has helped to install more than 
200 electric fences to successfully protect livestock and/or fruit trees 
from both black and grizzly bears. Correctly installed and maintained 
electric fencing provides a cost-effective and easy solution to prevent 
or stop wildlife conflicts. This workshop will discuss different e-fencing 
designs for permanent and temporary fences that can be adapted 
to your particular needs. 

Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions Electric Fencing Project offers 
a 50% cost share on bear electric fence install or upgrade. Join us 
at the demonstration to learn more, or email grizzlyfencingproject@
gmail.com

by Katrine Campbell
After a year-long study financed by 

Interior Health, three researchers from 
the University of Victoria Institute on 
Aging and Lifelong Health presented a 
report on healthy aging in New Denver 
to an audience of about 25 at the Knox 
Hall last month. 

Dr Denise Cloutier,  Karen 
Kobayashi and Kyla Fitzgerald studied 
community strengths and capacities 
to support healthy aging in the village 
and the surrounding communities. 
Although Cloutier said New Denver 
was the original focus of the study, as 
they gathered information from locals, 
they started to think of the broader 
community. 

They used an asset-based (what 

is already here) rather than a needs-
based approach, and came up with 
recommendations to help seniors stay 
healthy and happy. The team had partners 
from local government and an advisory 
committee of municipal leaders, seniors’ 
advocates, business owners, health care 
professionals and others. 

Access to information was high on 
the list of recommendations. Suggestions 
included a seniors’ planning council 
and a central source of information on 
resources and services, possibly using 
Columbia Basin Trust funding to hire 
a coordinator. This need had come 
up in focus groups and in individual 
interviews, Fitzgerald said. Newcomers 
to the area had told her they didn’t know 
who to talk to, or where to volunteer. 

Report on healthy aging in New Denver presented to the public
There is an ‘amazing’ number of 

societies and non-profits, she said, and 
she heard some talk there were too 
many. A lack of coordination meant 
different organizations were doing the 
same things, and a coordinator could 
consolidate their efforts. A directory of 
services would also be useful.

Volunteer burnout is a problem; 
some people have been on organizations 
for a long time and may need a break, 
she added. 

“Having a paid coordinator offloads 
some of that work from overworked 
volunteers.”

Mayor Ann Bunka pointed out 
that the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission was hiring 
for a two-year position and suggested 

this could be part of the job. 
During a Q & A session at the end 

of the presentation, it became clear 
that residents had no trust in Interior 
Health. Cloutier acknowledged that the 
study showed the Slocan Community 
Health Centre “is absolutely vital to the 
community.”

“How likely is Interior Health to take 
notice?” asked one woman. Cloutier said 
IH liked the report, but the feedback the 
team asked for from the health authority 
was sparse. 

“We’re hoping the recommendations 
will at least be considered,” said 
Kobayashi. “We know that research 
reports are considered.”

Cloutier said she knew “one of the 
top individuals at IH” and would send 
her the report.

“Send her our video, too,” said 
Colin Moss, chair of the Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce Health 
Committee. He added that he met 
monthly with IH and would remind them 
to read the report, with its emphasis on 
the importance of the health centre to the 
community. 

Another man recalled the earlier 
fight to save the hospital from IH’s 
plans to close it. “The community went 
political,” he said, and at a meeting 

with the then-Health Minister the 
community’s “pile of documents” won 
out over IH’s pile. 

The final recommendation was to 
‘think outside the box.’ The suggestions 
were to have frank discussions about 
possibilities and constraints, health care 
services, and home support alternatives. 
And, to preserve and develop 
opportunities for social engagement, 
support for arts and cultural activities 
was encouraged.

by Jan McMurray
The Kootenay Herb Conference was 

held at Winlaw School June 1-3 – the first 
time the conference has been held in the 
Slocan Valley.

Held every other year, the conference 
originated in Creston in 2014, organized 
by Rachel Beck. It was held in Creston 
in 2014 and 2016, and then Beck passed 
it on to the West Kootenay Permaculture 
Co-op. “We decided to bring it to the 
Slocan Valley while keeping the essence 
of the conference that Rachel created 
– to bring together herbalists who are 
working in their communities and share 
knowledge and connect people together 
through plant medicine,” said Colleen 
Emery, one of the key organizers. 

Emery says this year’s conference 
went extremely well. “We are absolutely 

These herbalists talked about ‘herbalism in community’ at a panel discussion at the Kootenay Herb 
Conference: Colleen Emery (Winlaw); Katolen Yardley (Vancouver); Jeananne Laing (Calgary); Yarrow 
Willard (Vancouver Island); Brendan Murray-Nellis (Slocan Valley and Kaslo); Chanchal Cabrera (UK).

Kootenay Herb Conference brings 200 people to Winlaw
thrilled with the outcome,” she said. “We 
are excited about the next conference and 
already have begun outlining our offering 
for June of 2020.”

There were about 200 people at 
the Winlaw event this year, including 
115 participants, 30 instructors with 30 
assistants, and 25 volunteers. There were 
also 20 vendors in the marketplace on the 
school grounds.

Emery says 40% of the attendees 
came from the West Kootenay, and the 
rest came from all over, including Vernon, 
Kelowna, Vancouver, Vancouver Island, 
Northern BC, Calgary, Edmonton, 
southern Alberta, Manitoba, Minnesota, 
Montana, Idaho, and Washington.

This year’s theme was ‘herbalism 
in community.’ On June 2, a panel 
discussion was held to generate ideas 

on how herbalists can reach out into 
the community. Panelists suggested 
working with schoolchildren (an after 
school herb club, for example), offering 
classes, leading herb walks, speaking 
at your community library, offering 
your services at no charge once in a 
while, connecting with other health 
practitioners to encourage referrals, and 
joining the various associations such 
as the Canadian Herbalist Association 
of BC, which provide resources and 
support.

“It’s the people’s medicine,” said 
one of the panelists, Yarrow Willard. 
He pointed out that there is a lot of 
information about herbalism available 
at no charge, on YouTube channels, for 
example.

“The energy on site throughout 
the weekend was so supportive and 
wonderful,” said Emery. “Folks left with 
a real infusion of plant medicine to take 
with them into their world.”

by Jan McMurray
Two juvenile cougars preying on 

pets and livestock in the Glenbank area 
of Nakusp were trapped and euthanized 
on May 27 and 28. “Once cougars get a 
taste for livestock, they tend to acquire 
that taste, and it’s a lot easier to kill a 
sheep than a deer,” said Ben Beetlestone 
of the Conservation Officer Service 
(COS) out of Castlegar. “These cougars 
were juveniles, so they were learning 
bad habits at a young age.” Beetlestone 
reported that the COS started getting 
calls about cougars in the Glenbank 
area on May 5. They had several calls 
from people who had seen a cougar, and 
who had heard about missing pets and 
livestock – but no calls from people who 
had actually lost livestock until May 27. 
Karen Marsden of Woolly Hollow Farm 
in Glenbank, called to report three sheep 
killed on May 27 – “my prize ewe and 
her two lambs,” she said on Facebook. 

The COS came out to the farm, set 
traps, and caught one cougar that night. 
While the cougar was trapped, Marsden 
saw the second cougar kill two more of 
her lambs. The trap was re-set and the 
second cougar was caught on May 28.

Beetlestone reports that trail cameras 
were set up on May 28, and haven’t 
picked up any evidence of any more 
cougars. “We don’t know whether 
something happened to Mom [the 
mother cougar] or if Mom kicked them 
out and they started getting into trouble,” 
said Beetlestone. “Once that happens, 
there’s not much hope they are going to 
leave the area.” Beetlestone says this is 
an average season so far for calls. Most 
of the calls they’ve received are about 
black bears getting into garbage. “After 
six months of winter, we remind people 
to take the bird feeders down, secure 
their garbage, and manage their compost 
properly – be bear aware,” he said.

Two juvenile cougars trapped and killed in Nakusp
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
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Call us about our June special!

Who’s afraid of 
electoral reform

I just read through the seven-
page execut ive summary and 
recommendations from the attorney 
general’s report on the electoral reform 
referendum. The four guiding principles 
seem easy to accept: local representation, 
proportionality, simplicity, and no 
significant change in the size of the 
legislature.

What I found interesting is that 
all three PR systems offer local 
representation and proportionality. Even 
more interesting is that some features of 
our current system are used to achieve 
local representation, but cannot deal with 
proportionality.

If accepted, I understand that an 
all-party committee of the legislative 
assembly, election administrators, and 
the public will work out specific system 
details.

With the addition of those now 
eligible to vote, it will still be you, me, 
and our neighbours casting our votes – 
I’m not sure where the extremist groups 
will come from?

So where is the fear factor?
Ron Robinson

Nelson

Dear Doc Chuck,
For 24 years you’ve played your 

part
At three am you saved my heart
You’ve mended my hide with a stich 

or two
Had the Epi ready when the wife 

turned blue
On Christmas Eve or Christmas 

morn
In the middle of a blizzard or a storm
A knight in shining armour is our 

Chuck
Arriving in his Toyota truck
Warm weather brings hordes of 

motorbikes
Then it’s not long before disaster 

strikes
You patch them up in the emergency 

room
By medevac helicopter out they 

zoom
You run a tight ship, you’re always 

on time
You’re thorough and listen when 

we whine
You treat us with compassion and 

tenderness
Our country doctor in the wilderness
Thank you Doctor Burkholder
You’re our healthcare soldier!
An attitude of gratitude. SCHC 

Appreciation Board.
There is a notice board on the left 

in the reception area of the Slocan 
Community Health Centre in New 
Denver. Anyone who wishes to post a 
thank you notice to our doctor, locums, 
nurse practitioner, nurses, or any other 
health care worker at the Health Centre 
please do so! Let’s see how full we 
can get this board with messages of 
appreciation for the compassionate 
people who work at our fantastic Health 
Centre!

Let’s all share the physician re-
cruitment video again too: http://slo-
canlakechamber.com/physician-recruit-
ment-video/

Isy Schumann & Helmut Faupel
New Denver

Opportunity to 
dialogue with 
Marilyn James

As a longtime resident in Sinixt 
territory, I have found the recent 
developments of ‘other’ tribal claims 
to Sinixt lands and resources extremely 
confusing and sad. I have been aware 
of the Sinixt situation and their work to 
reverse their declared extinction by the 
Canadian Government since the 1980s. I 
remain supportive of that Sinixt position 
and do not understand why other tribal 
groups aren’t demonstrating support for 
Sinixt recognition.

All the claims and information I 
have heard seem convoluted, conflicting, 
and confusing. I have had conversations 
with many others who feel the same way. 
In my heart, I think so many of us want 
to understand and to do the right thing, 
and feel that we need to have access to 

information from someone willing to 
dialogue with us and to help us to gain a 
clearer understanding.

I understand that Marilyn James is 
coming to Nakusp for her book launch on 
June 20 so I asked if she would be willing 
to give interested Nakusp community 
members an opportunity to dialogue 
with her. Her book launch will be from 
7 to 9 pm at the library and all who are 
interested are invited to attend a question 
and answer following the formal talk.

Bring your questions or just come 
and listen to the Sinixt perspective from 
Marilyn and others travelling with her.

Walter Pasieka
Nakusp

Open letter to PM 
Trudeau: Time 
for Libya style 
intervention in Gaza

During events in May, the Israeli 
army opened fire on unarmed protesters 
in Gaza, killing 110 and wounding over 
3,500 by live ammunition fire. This was 
not the first time Israel attacked Gaza. 
Wars in 2008, 2012, and 2014 left 3,800 
dead and 15,000 wounded. The United 
Nations organized a military intervention 
in Libya in 2011, which Canada took 
part in, to prevent the Qaddafi led 
government from killing its people 
during suppression of riots there. It is 
time for a similar intervention in Gaza. 

The next attack could happen anytime.
Gaza is very densely populated with 

over 5,000 people per square kilometre. 
1.4 million of its 2 million population 
are descendants of refugees driven out of 
what is now Israel. The place is run like a 
prison with Israel restricting movement 
in and out. Food imports are restricted to 
the minimum caloric intake. The water 
supply is polluted. The people of Gaza 
get only two to four hours of electricity a 
day. The giant Leviathan natural gas field 
lies offshore. All its benefits go to Israel.

More than military intervention 
is needed. UN reports say Gaza will 
become unlivable by 2020. The blockade 
of Gaza needs to be lifted so it can 
rebuild. If action is not taken now, the 
events of last May will replay on a larger 
scale. A good source of information about 
life in the occupied territories is: english.
palinfo.com or search: Palestinian 
Information Center.

Edward Zak
Nakusp

Waste heat for 
greenhouses

In 1970, the engineering club 
from Stanley Humphries Senior 
Secondary in Castlegar attended a 
supper in Trail. The guest speaker 
was from Romania. He explained 
that in Romania, they used the waste 
heat from thermoelectric plants to heat 
greenhouses and supply all of Europe 

with winter produce. Waste heat from 
electric plants is just like the waste 
heat from your car: neither can operate 
without wasting heat. 

So why not, in the case of electric 
plants, use this heat in Canada to 
grow winter produce rather than 
burn millions upon millions of litres 
of fossil fuels to import produce to 
Canada? This adds to global warming 
and greenhouse gases while we waste 
heat from electric plants.

Using waste heat for greenhouses 
provides for a much more economical 
growing operation. Canada is 
legalizing ‘pot.’ Greenhouses that once 
produced food are going to ‘pot’ as 
presented by news broadcasts. When 
you interpret the news, you see that the 
legalization of ‘pot’ was done to make 
a select group of Canadians very rich.

Debate over pipelines has 
politicians talking about doing good 
things for Canada and Canadians. 
They talk the talk; now let us see if 
they can walk the walk. It should be 
legislated that in order to grow ‘pot’ the 
grower must produce a food crop of 
equal value to that of the ‘pot’ crop, the 
value of the food crop to be assessed 
at 2015 market prices. The last thing 
Canadians need is a $35 tomato.

Canadians cannot live by ‘pot’ 
alone. They need to eat. (Four million 
Canadians do not know where their 
next meal is coming from.) So, to 
make growing food a condition of 
growing ‘pot,’ Canadians will be 
fed, a good thing for Canadians. If 
in doing this we eliminate the carbon 
footprint of millions upon millions 
of litres of fossil fuels being used to 
transport food to Canada, then this is 
a good thing for Mother Earth and the 
environment we live in. Greenhouse 
gases and hence effects on global 
warming are eliminated.

Ed Varney
Vallican
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The Métis 
Prayer reveals 
spiritual beauty

May I walk in beauty.
Since time immemorial, poets and 

philosophers have been inspired to 
express beauty. Here are examples:

“There are two things that keep me 
ever filled with wonder and awe: the 
starry heavens above me and the moral 
law within me.” (Emmanuel Kant)

“TIGER, tiger, burning bright in 
the forests of the night, What immortal 
hand or eye could frame thy fearful 
symmetry?” (William Blake)

In sharp contrast to spiritual beauty, 
we are witnessing absolute moral 
bankruptcy in Gaza. A genocide is 
happening. This is a modern-day David 
and Goliath story – stone throwers 
against one of the major nuclear powers 
of the world.

Unarmed protestors including 
pregnant women and children are not 
spared when soldiers with sniper rifles 
find them in their scopes. Teenage male 
protestors are shot in the genitals and 
their screams are enjoyed with a sadistic 
glee by the snipers. 

Gaza is the biggest open air prison in 
the world. Apartheid is practiced upon an 
occupied population that has no power. 
Half of the imprisoned are children 
forced to live in poverty and the water 
is contaminated. International laws are 
broken on a regular basis in Gaza. 

Dr. Norman Finklestein, a Jew and 
a true humanitarian, has condemned 
the virulent, lunatic State of Israel 
for its atrocities committed against a 
defenceless people. He sheds tears now 
whenever he talks about the Palestinians.

Beauty cries out for the liberation 
of Palestine!

Marsee, Manitou
Jacques Savard

Winlaw

Electoral reform 
referendum: voters 
get to decide

The reaction from electoral 
reform opponents to Attorney General 
David Eby’s recent report was as 
swift as predictable: “The deck is 
stacked!” and “It’s too complicated!” 
But is that really true? We find it 
normal that governments make many 
important decisions without holding 
a referendum, but now that we, the 
voters, get to make the decision, the 
deck is somehow stacked? Really?

The first referendum question will 
simply ask us whether we want to keep 
our current system, or move to a more 
proportional system. That is no more 
complicated than deciding which shoe 
goes on which foot.

The second referendum question 
gives us the opportunity to express 
our preference between three voting 
systems. All three systems contain the 
principles which we find important: a 
local representative, more proportional 
election results, having (almost) all our 
votes count, a threshold of 5% to keep 

out fringe parties, no loss of regional 
representation, and little or no increase 
in the number of politicians or the cost 
of elections.

BC had multi-member ridings in 
our history before 1990, when the last 
dual riding was abolished (without 
a referendum), so the Dual Member 
Proportional (DMP) system is not 
really new to BC.

The Mixed Member Proportional 
(MMP) system would give us one 
vote for a local candidate, much like 
what we have now, plus a second vote 
for a regional candidate. Is that so 
complicated?

The Rural/Urban system proposes 
to use different voting systems in rural 
and urban areas because the Single 
Transferable Vote (STV) voting system 
works well when combining small 
urban ridings, but doesn’t translate 
to some of our already gigantic rural 
ridings, which instead would use the 
MMP system.

Much information is coming our 
way, and we have six whole months 
before we vote in November to find 
a little time to look at these three 
systems, any of which could work just 
fine in BC. Then, should we decide for 
a new system, there will be a second 
referendum after two elections in which 
we can decide to go back to our current 
system.

This is about our democracy, about 
how we choose our governments and we 
are very lucky, because we, the voters, 
get to make the decisions every step of 
the way. Considering the many benefits 
which introducing proportionality in 
our voting system could bring, a little 
effort to get informed is a small price 
to pay.

Sjeng Derkx
Nelson

Our public commons 
under threat

New applications for commercial 
tenure on Crown land are now pending. 
Despite a moratorium on winter adventure 
tourism applications in the Selkirk range of 
the West Kootenay, one was accepted by 
the government from Stellar Heli-skiing, 
who want to add 38,000 ha to their existing 
tenure of 70,000 ha. This has serious 
implications for Kootenay Lake residents. 
Directly affected would be recreational 
ski tourers, sledders, users of backcountry 
lodges and society-run huts, school groups, 
trappers, and of course, wildlife. Dispersed 
over an area from near Trout Lake and 
Jumbo Pass in the north to Kokanee Glacier 
Park in the south, this application would 
take in almost all remaining non-tenured 
ski touring areas currently used. Many of 
the blocks are close to Kaslo, where people 
can ski without having to drive too far. Only 
a few highways in the Kootenays go high 
enough to enable self-propelled access 
to ski terrain. Highway 31A around Fish 
Lake/Retallack sees a lot of use in winter. 
Many backcountry skiers believe it is not 
feasible to share terrain with helicopters, 
due to the danger of triggering avalanches 
from groups above. The noise of loud 
machines is not part of what we want in a 
backcountry experience.

Another application, a proposal from 
Retallack and the Lower Kootenay Band, 
gives a lot to worry about. They are asking 
for 70,000 ha in areas of the Purcells 
that are still relatively undisturbed and 
wild. This would include summer heli-
hiking and mountain biking, as well as 
winter skiing. This region is home to 
endangered and at-risk species, such 
as caribou, grizzly bears, wolverines, 
mountain goats and others. These animals 
can abandon traditional feeding grounds 
due to human presence and loud noise 
from machines. For example, many 
of the proposed mountain bike trails 
would pass through prime huckleberry 
patches, increasing the chance of bear/biker 
conflicts. Mountain goats are declining in 
alpine areas, especially vulnerable in winter 
when stress from helicopter traffic can 
make them expend valuable energy to leave 
preferred habitat. Retallack is proposing 
several flight paths across Kootenay Lake, 
which would impact residents from Kaslo 
to Crawford Bay.

Many of us choose to live in the 
West Kootenays for the beauty, quiet, and 
wildness of the landscape. Even people 
who do not participate in adrenaline sports 
appreciate that we still have wild lands that 
are unroaded, non-tenured, and that support 
populations of wild animals. Does every 
piece of Crown land have to be controlled 
or developed in these ways? Please voice 
your concerns in the comment section of 
these applications. Stellar Heli-skiing at:

h t t p s : / / a r f d . g o v . b c . c a /
A p p l i c a t i o n P o s t i n g / v i e w p o s t .
jsp?PostID=55079

Retallack at: https://arfd.gov.
bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/viewpoint.
jsp?PostID=54966

Kim Walker and Tom Duchastel
Kaslo

Truth doesn’t mean 
much to the new 
NDP government

Our Slocan Valley communities 
have just experienced a shocking betrayal 
by the Interior Health Authority (IH). IH 
has led us on for over a year, claiming to 
be searching for an additional physician 
for the Slocan Community Health 
Centre. IH was given a film made by 
ICandy Films to advertise the benefits 
of our communities.

After a year, IH claimed the search 
had failed, and it would therefore have 
to reduce our emergency room hours 
(by 72%). We were led to believe our 
community was not sufficiently inviting 
to doctors, but it turned out that IH had 
never used the film.

Once residents distributed the 
film, almost immediately it attracted 
a physician who put in a bid on a 
house and prepared to move her family 
here. To our collective dismay, an IH 
representative sabotaged this by warning 
the physician that the continuance of 
the whole Slocan Community Health 
Centre (SCHC) is dubious. Whereas 
an emergency room closure need not 
have discouraged the new doctor from 
setting up a practice here, the threat that 
the Health Centre itself would be shut 
down might well be considered fatal to 

her and our prospects. What a revelation! 
Now we know why IH couldn’t find a 
doctor – it didn’t want to find one.

IH claims this proposed step is 
based on an acute lack of funding and 
other mumbo jumbo, but the agenda is 
directly a result of the BC government’s 
spending priorities. Among other things, 
billions of our tax dollars are being 
extravagantly consumed to support the 
Site C dam project, which this very NDP 
government was lividly against before it 
took office.

For over 35 years the NDP opposed 
Site C construction, and Horgan 
campaigned on the promise of shutting 
down the dam project and supporting 
renewable energy. Once in office, 
Horgan and the NDP reversed their 
position – one which Andrew Weaver, 
a Green Party MLA and co-partner 
in forming the present government, 
denounced as “pure politics.”

Consider John Horgan’s capacity 
for double-talk when on the radio 
in 2015 (CBC Daybreak North) the 
commentator asked: “What is the 
potential for Site C in the future in this 
province?” Horgan replied: “Well there 
are very few energy experts that would 
suggest that today you put nine or ten 
or eleven billion dollars into 1950s 
technology… It strikes me that a better 
course of action, over the long term, 
based on the environmental assessment 
that was done about Site C, that rather 
than lose money over the next number 
of years by producing more energy 
than we can absorb, let’s incrementally 
improve our demand side that means 
public buildings, schools, hospitals… 
to improve our efficiency which will 
reduce the need for Site C and will 
also create jobs in every corner of the 
province.”

Horgan went on to say: “We’ve 
got more power than we need. This 
was identified in the environmental 
assessment of Site C. I expect we’re 
heading toward 11, 12 billion and that 
comes out of your pockets for power we 
don’t need.” And isn’t that what we’ve 
seen in cutbacks in health care, social 
services and education, not to mention 
the prospective loss of employment 
involved in closing our health care 
facility?

A University of BC Report (2017) 
states that Site C wouldn’t be completed 
until 2036 and that “Losses from 
exporting Site C electricity (which must 
be sold below cost due to enlargement 
of alternative power, solar especially) 
will amount to more than $2 billion by 
2036.” Cancelling it right then would 
have saved billions. The former CEO 
of BC Hydro, Marc Eliser, states “There 
never was a business case to start up 
construction of Site C.”

During the 51 years I’ve lived in the 
New Denver area, I voted NDP; but now, 
at age 86, with the NDP’s callous aim at 
cutting rural hospital services and then 
their existence, it is threatening my life 
and the lives and safety of every man, 
woman and child that lives in this area. 
They’ve not only lost my vote, they’ve 
lost my respect and with it has come 
a complete distrust of Interior Health, 

which is the façade for the Ministry 
of Health’s cost-cutting aims and shut-
down agenda.

The NDP is using misrepresentation 
and shocking double-talk to effectuate its 
hidden agenda, while throwing billions 
into Site C. IH’s deceits regarding our 
Health Centre mirror Horgan’s deceits 
on Site C, and suggest that truth doesn’t 
mean much to our new government. 
Now that the NDP has gained office, 
Horgan evidently thinks that a complete 
reversal of policy aims in getting elected 
means nothing to the public – they 
won’t remember it for very long – but 
he’s wrong.

We now know that, according to 
medical research in California, heart 
attack victims have a 30% higher 90-
day mortality rate due to emergency 
room closures that prolong the travel 
time to the nearest ER by 30 minutes 
or more. And that’s just one kind of 
emergency that can happen. IH’s aim 
at cutting back our ER hours, much less 
its now evident agenda of eventually 
shutting down our health care facility, 
itself, is an unconscionable indifference 
which increases risk to the lives of every 
person, and must be actively resisted.

Richard Caniell
Silverton

Retallack 
& Lower 
Kootenay Band 
backcountry 
proposal

I would like to respond to this 
proposal for recreational use of a 
large area of wilderness, south of 
the Purcell Wilderness Area. The 
impacts of this proposal need to be 
carefully considered. Our Crown 
land is a public trust that requires 
care and respect for all living things 
and future generations as well. 
This proposal would see extreme 
mountain bikers transported with 
their bikes to mountaintops, so they 
can tear through the alpine areas on 
their way down, and be helicoptered 
back again. A helicopter pad in 
Crawford Bay would see, and hear, 
many flights to a backcountry lodge 
and cabin, winter and summer. All 
of this activity would only benefit 
those who can afford to pay and play 
for their thrills and adrenalin rushes. 

All our relations, such as grizzly 
bear, mountain goat, caribou, 
wolverine, birds, plants, fungi, and 
local people, are asked to take a back 
seat to the interest of a few. I don’t 
call this a wise use of our public trust. 
Some of the flora and fauna of our 
unique interior wetbelt are already 
stressed to the point of extinction. 
Both need enough wilderness to 
regenerate and survive, and we are 
the only ones who can grant them 
that space. 

Please check Wildsight.ca for 
more information, and let your 
government know your thoughts.

Linda Morris
Creston
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OIL TANK REMOVALS
INGROUND-INBASEMENT-ABOVE GROUND

COMPLETE SERVICE
ALL WORK DONE BY HAND TO REDUCE 

IMPACT ON YOUR PROPERTY
• UNDER CONCRETE OR PAVED DRIVEWAYS

• IN GARDENS AND UNDER SIDEWALKS
• NEW DOUBLE BOTTOM S-602 OIL TANKS  & 
NEW OIL FURNACES INSTALLED COMPLETE

• CERTIFICATION OF EXISTING SYSTEMS
• Insured-Work Safe BC Covered

KOOTENAY FURNACE LTD.
PO Box 120,

SLOCAN CITY,B.C.
V0G 2C0

PH. 250-355-0088
FX. 250-355-0089

kfurnace@netidea.com

WALLOWS FOR SWALLOWS
Cobalt blue barn swallows with cinnamon 
breasts and deeply cleft tails swoop over 
water and fields, swallowing 25,000 in-
sects—including mosquitoes—each month. 
Barn swallow numbers have plummeted 
46% in North America probably because of 
insecticides and the change from family to 
industrial farming. Encourage them with open 
barn windows, water, mud, nest platforms, 
avoiding pesticides and leaving old nests.

slocanlakess.com

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

by Katrine Campbell
The students behind the ambitious 

project to build a large climbing wall – or 
two – at Nakusp Secondary are working 
on their next challenge: forming a society 
so the community can be involved.

At a public meeting May 29, student 
spokespeople Kiley Waterfield, Cameron 
Mackintosh and Taylor Pouliny 
introduced their concept and brought 
participants up to date on their progress. 
As promised, they have secured $70,000 
in grants, visited other climbing walls 
in Duncan and Nelson, consulted an 
engineer and continued their research.

Part of that research was into the 
needed certifications, waivers and 
liability. Although students and teachers 
are covered by the School District 10’s 
liability insurance, others are not. In 
order for other people to use the climbing 
wall, insurance is a must, and would be 
expensive. For that, the students knew, 
they would need a society, existing or 
new, to partner with SD 10.

During the course of the meeting, 
they found there was another solution: 
the Municipal Insurance Association, or 

NSS climbing wall project moving steadily ahead 
MIA. Nakusp’s Director of Recreation 
and Parks Terry Welsh said the students 
could approach council to ask for an 
associate membership and get coverage 
for a nominal cost, about $250 a year.

The students took meeting attendees 
to the gym, to show them where the wall 
would be built. In the smaller weight 
room, they want to build a ‘boulder wall’ 
(no ropes or harnesses), not as high but 
up to 40’ long. 

One of the people at the meeting 
was James Madden, a certified mountain 
guide and climber, who offered his 
services as an instructor. NSS principal 
Peter Gajda said later that a meeting 
had been scheduled for this week and 
it looked as though there were enough 
people to form a society. “The kids have 
downloaded example bylaws, and have 
space at Nakusp council to request [MIA] 
Associate membership for the society.”

submitted
On May 29, negotiations began 

between Canada and the US to renew 
the Columbia River Treaty, and a series 
of community meetings to gather public 
input started June 11. The Nakusp 
meeting is on June 21 at the community 
complex.

The construction of dams on the 
Columbia River transformed a wild 
waterway into a controlled system of 
reservoirs managed by the CRT, the 
largest international flood control and 
power generation agreement .

Columbia River Treaty community meeting in Nakusp
According to Living Lakes Canada 

Executive Director Kat Hartwig, it’s time 
“to look beyond just the river.”

Hartwig attended a special one-day 
symposium on the future of the CRT on 
May 28 in Victoria as part of the Canadian 
Water Resources Association national 
conference. Out of the symposium came 
pressing recommendations for the CRT 
negotiations. These were to restore wild 
stock salmon (in support of the united 
transboundary First Nations and Tribes 
calling for the return of salmon to the 
Upper Columbia); to re-establish a more 

natural river system through ecosystem-
based management that includes local 
community leaders, First Nations/Tribes, 
and other key stakeholders; to commit 
to a holistic view of the Columbia River 
as if no borders existed; to address 
climate change through developing 
more resiliency for aquatic and riparian 
communities; and to create a binational 
science panel to oversee comprehensive 
water quality and ecosystem based 
monitoring programs and scientific 
investigations.

“The negotiations are seen as 

opportunity to modernize the CRT, and 
that greater emphasis should be placed on 
watershed-based ecosystem function and 
health,” she said. “Living Lakes Canada 
(LLC) is interested in the monitoring and 
health of the tributaries and high elevation 
lakes that feed into the Columbia River. 
Climate-related increased glacial melt 
will impact the amount and timing of 
water contributing to the river, which 
is both relevant to the CRT dialogue, as 
well as the understanding of the health 
of the watershed as a whole.

 “Living Lakes Canada is 
encouraging people to attend the CRT 
Community Meetings in June to get a 
better understanding why community-
based water monitoring is important 
if a modernized treaty is going to take 
ecosystem health into account,” said 
Hartwig.

The Columbia River Treaty 
Community Meetings are hosted by the 
provincial government and will provide 
an update on negotiations, and host 
discussions on important community 
interests that should be considered during 
the negotiations.

submitted
We are now into late spring and with 

this comes the emergence of an array of 
wildlife and the season’s beginning of the 
WildSafeBC program. This provincial 
program is designed to reduce human-
wildlife conflict through education, 
innovation, and cooperation. 

To kick off the season, a free electric 
fence workshop is being held in Nakusp, 
June 27 from 6:30 to 8 pm at the Seniors’ 
Hall, 210 8th Ave. Correctly installed and 
maintained electric fencing provides a 

WildSafeBC hosts free electric fence workshop 
cost-effective and easy solution to prevent 
wildlife conflicts. This workshop will 
discuss different e-fencing designs for 
permanent and temporary fences that can 
be adapted to your particular needs. Please 
register ahead by calling WildSafeBC 
Community Coordinator Bree Lillies at 
250-354-8120 or email newdenver@
wildsafebc.com.

WildSafeBC offers residents the 
knowledge and tools to be proactive with 
their attractant management. Its motto is 
‘Keeping wildlife wild and communities 

safe’ which underscores the belief that 
if we can keep wildlife unhabituated we 
can, in turn, make our communities safer 
for us and keep wildlife from coming 
to harm. For more information, contact 
Lillies, check out www.wildsafebc.com 
and follow at facebook.com/wildsafebc/
newdenver-nakusp.

WildSafeBC New Denver-Nakusp is 
made possible through the support from 
the Ministry of Environment, the BC 
Conservation Foundation, the RDCK, CBT 
and the Village of New Denver.
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Watering Restrictions
No use of sprinklers between 10:00 am and 6:00 pm on any day

Property Taxes
Property owners of the Village of New Denver are reminded that 2018 
Property Taxes have been mailed out. Property Tax Payments are due on 
or before Monday, July 16, 2018.  Please contact the office if you have not 
received your notice.

Wildlife Attractant Bylaw
Council will be considering adoption of the following amendments to the Vil-
lage’s Waste Management Bylaw 581, 2004 at the Regular Council Meeting 
on Tuesday June 26th. If you have any questions please contact CAO Bruce 
Woodbury, or a Council member. Any written submissions will be accepted 
up to 4:00 pm on Thursday June 21st.
The following new definitions are to be added:

“dangerous wildlife” means any animal prescribed as such by 
the BC Wildlife Act. This includes bears, cougars, coyotes, wolves, 
and any other species prescribed by that Act
“wildlife attractant” means food products and by-products, 
household garbage, food waste, pet food, bird food, fallen fruit, 
antifreeze, paint and other edible products or waste that could 
attract dangerous wildlife
“wildlife resistant enclosure” means a fully enclosed structure 
consisting of walls, roof, and door(s), capable of being securely 
latched and of sufficient strength and design to prevent access to 
the contents by wildlife

The following new sections are to be added:
11. Food waste generated at a property may be disposed of on the 
property by composting so long as it does not attract dangerous 
wildlife 
12. No person shall leave wildlife attractants outdoors where 
dangerous wildlife may be attracted, or where there is a rea-
sonable possibility of dangerous wildlife being attracted, unless 
the attractants are kept in a wildlife-resistant enclosure. There 
is an exception for waste that has been placed in a container and 
put out for pickup during the designated times on collection day(s)
13. Failure to comply with Section 12 herein may result in the 
Village, by its own employees or authorized agents, cleaning up 
and removing such wildlife attractant. The cost of such cleaning 
and removal shall be charged to the Owner of the property, and 
where such charges are unpaid on the thirty-first of December in 
the same year, the costs shall be added to and form part of the 
taxes payable in respect of that real property as taxes in arrears.

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

VILLAGE OF SILVERTON and the HEALTHY COMMUNITY 
SOCIETY of the North Slocan Valley

JOB POSTING - WASTE AMBASSADOR FOR ORGANICS DIVERSION PILOT PROJECT
We are seeking an individual who is:

- Passionate about environmental stewardship with good communications and marketing skills.
- Holds a Class 5 Drivers License and has access to a car and trailer or a truck.  
- Has computer skills in Excel and Word. 
- Self-motivated and self- directed. 
- Experienced working with children and community.

Duties include:
- Educate and facilitate school and community composting.
- Engage in public consultation (door to door and Friday market) for neighbourhood composters.
- Actively promote and facilitate organics diversion advice and assistance to local households, 

groups/committees, businesses and institutions.
- Set-up and host public displays to distribute composting project information and advertise the 

community composting assessments.
- Weekly maintenance of bear resistant community composters.
- Collect and Record data daily of organic waste and keeps a detailed work log

July through October: 15 hours/week  
November through June: 4.5 hours/week 
Total hours 400 hours/year, with a stipend for travel and office expenses.
Please forward your resume and a cover letter or request for further information to jgreenlaw@netidea.com by June 22, 2018.

The 12th Annual Fishing derby put on by the Slocan Fire Department, First Responders, 
and Rescue Society was a big success. This event would not be possible without the 
countless hours from our volunteers, and the generous donations from individuals, 
merchants, and organisations from up and down the Slocan Valley, Castlegar, and 
Nelson areas. In no particular order, Thank You very much to; Susan McKenzie from 
Re/max Home Advantage, Heritage Credit Union, Selkirk Snowcat Skiing, SK Elec-
tronics, Whitewater Winter Resort, Kootenay Craft Distillery, Nelson Farmer Supply, 
Playmor Power Products, Canadian Tire, Home Building Center, Maglio’s Building 
Supplies, The Source, Slocan Lake Electronics, Trees Company, Under the Bhodhhi 
Tree, Shoppers Drug Mart, CT Automotive, Rambling Rose, Stillpoint Pottery, Freedom 
Designs, Sew Much More, Legendary Meats, Nomad’s Hempware, Westside Small 
Engines, Bee Greens, Gericks Cycle, Midas Muffler, Thor’s Pizzeria, Marks Work Ware, 
Mainjet Sports, Kal Tire, Valhalla Pure, Village Ski Hut, Mallards Sports, Nelson Ford, 
Fomi’s Bakery, Newmarket Foods, Western Auto Wreckers, BCAA, Packrat Annie’s, 
Pharmasave, Feelings With Flowers, Fisherman’s 
Market, Safeway, No Frills, Save On Foods, 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union, Dig Garden 
Center, Barry Waters, Slocan Park Repair, Frog 
Peak Café, Eggcetera Feeds, Four Seasons 
Greenhouse, Mama Sita’s, Winlaw Mini Mart, 
Mountain Valley Station, Belicious, Flaca’s, 
Slocan Village Market, Gaia Tree, Burley Van 
Bynen, Carol’s Bookkeeping, Silverton Building 
Supplies, Karen Davis, Downtown Shell, Home 
Hardware, and Kia Motors. 
THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH!

submitted
Every year Whole School students 

volunteer their time and energy towards 
a specific social issue, brainstorming 
causes they could contribute to, and then 
voting on them. This year the students 
decided that they wanted to help the 
elders in their community. The Whole 
School connected with Ruth Hackett, 
a volunteer with the Slocan Valley 
Seniors Group, and Lynnda Moore, 
a volunteer on the Passmore Lodge 
Garden Committee. With their support 
and enthusiasm, the students had a great 
day cleaning up the yard and gardens 
at the lodge by pruning, weeding and 
moving rocks.  

The lodge does not have a 
groundkeeper this year so volunteers 
from the Passmore Garden Committee 

Whole School kids spring clean Passmore Lodge
work to keep the gardens and grounds 
looking beautiful.  There is a lot to be 
done and the students made a big dent 
through their generosity. “This was a 
wonderful experience for all of us,” says 
Hackett. “We got the kids involved in 
removing unwanted rocks, cutting back 
dead brush and weeding. They did more 
than we expected!” 

Gardening, food systems and 
outdoor education have been significant 
themes for the students throughout this 
school year. In addition to their outdoor 
Fridays (outdoor leadership program), 
students have been involved with the Bee 
Awareness observation ‘hives in-schools’ 
program, continuing to slowly build their 
own Whole School permaculture garden, 
creative writing in the outdoors, and, this 
spring, helping at Passmore Lodge. 

Last year Whole School students 
raised funds for the Valhalla Wilderness 
Society Western Toad Project by having 
a baked goods sale. Their interest in the 
toads grew from noticing press about 
this endangered species and a desire 
to have an impact locally with their 
generosity project. This year’s project 
similarly encouraged engagement with 
a local issue.

The school strives to create a 
nurturing and safe environment and has 
chosen to block all WiFi and cordless 
phone signals at the school. The Whole 
School is now accepting applications 
for Kindergarten and elementary level 
students. Financial help is available.

For more information contact the 
school at wholeschool@gmail.com or 
call (250) 226-7737.

Whole School students had a great day cleaning up the yard and gardens at the lodge by pruning, weeding and moving rocks.  
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Your privacy is of utmost importance to us. We have a 
semi-private pick-up counter plus a completely private 
counselling room to protect your confidentiality without 
compromise.

COMMITTED TO YOUR HEALTH & OUR COMMUNITY
Phone: 250-358-2500

309 6th Avenue, New Denver
Phone: 250-353-2224

403 Front Street, Kaslo

New Denver & 
Kaslo Community 

Pharmacy
DID YOU KNOW...

Don’t forget this month’s great postcard deals! Atoma Anti-Itch Cream, Gravol, Systane 
Dry Eye Relief, Pepto-Bismal, Benadryl Allergy Tablets, Tylenol Extra Strength Rapid 
Release Gelcaps, Senokot Natural Source Laxative Tablets, One a Day Multivitamins

submitted
Upon observing nature, we 

see that any surplus is continually 
recycled back into the Earth and its 
systems. This fundamental process 
of the biosphere is also a guiding 
ethic of permaculture. As its founders 
describe, the ‘Fair Share or Return 
of Surplus’ ethic is ‘a self-regulated 
balance between consumption and 
redistribution of surplus’. 

We all have needs and wants 
that can be derived from people 
and planet. By contributing our fair 
share back to nature and the greater 
community, we become part of a 
perpetual cycle of give-and-take 
that, when functioning well, has the 
capacity to sustain all life.

This example explains the 
impacts of the concept.

Farmer Prunella just doesn’t 
have the time or need to harvest 
her prolific plum tree this year. By 
registering with Kootenay Food, 

Return of Surplus, an ethic that builds communities
she receives a team of volunteers on 
her farm to harvest the perfectly ripe 
fruit. The fruit then goes back to a 
certified commercial kitchen where 
another ‘workbee’ team is ready to 
process it into chutney.

All volunteers – and Farmer 
Prunella – receive a share of the 
fruit or chutney. Volunteers also 
leave with knowledge, experience, 
and new-found connections to their 
community. Farmer Prunella further 
benefits from seeing her abundant 
harvest go to good use rather than 
rotting on the ground and attracting 
unwelcome wildlife.

Kootenay Food will often donate 
a substantial share of the chutney 
back to the community; for example, 
it would be served at community 
meals and events, or used to stock 
up pantries at the local food bank. 
Kootenay Food will eventually 
sell the remaining 1/3 of chutney 
to support its operating budget for 

future projects like this.
One fruit tree has the potential 

to feed more than one household, 
and in more ways than just food. By 
choosing to transform her burden 
into a community asset, Farmer 
Prunella provoked a ripple of benefits 
that came back around to helping her 
in return. 

Setting limits to our personal 
consumption and giving back to 
our community can be challenging 
sacrifices in an increasingly 
populated world that can often 
feel isolating. Yet the decision to 
engage in this reciprocal cycle 
provides inclusion, fulfillment and 
assurance in an intermediary system 
of collaboration that sits between our 
personal home lives and the larger 
governing bodies. We can only do so 
much, and so can rest assured that the 
strengths of others will bolster our 
shortcomings. By focusing on our 
assets – what we can do, what we do 
have – we then retain the vital energy 
and resources necessary to support 
those around us.

The West Kootenay Permaculture 
Co-op is a non-profit community 
organization working to build a 
healthy and resilient region through 
collaboration, education, media and 
net-positive initiatives. This year 
WKPCo-op is working with a number 
of regional harvest rescue groups and 
emergency food providers to make 
it easy for community members to 
share their garden excess.

As a non-profit organization, 
WKPCo-op certainly requires a 
stream of surplus in monetary form, 
but money is not the only way to 
share. Looking to get involved? 
Interested in helping to build and 

strengthen our community by 
contributing a resource or asset? Go 
to KootenayFood.com/share to fill 
in a form. The closest harvest rescue 
group will contact you to make 
arrangements to receive, collect 
or pick food and start the process 
of sharing with community. Let us 
know if you’d like to get involved 

with WorkBees, rescue harvest days, 
or some of our other programs. Select 
your desired project at kootenayfood.
com/volunteer and we’ll notify you 
when those opportunities come up.

submitted
With a referendum coming this 

fall, 35 grassroots groups in support 
of electoral reform have sprouted 
up all over BC. The New Denver 
area is ready to jump on board, say 
FairVoteCanada Kootenay leaders 
Ann Remnant and Sjeng Derkx.

The two will host a presentation 
on proportional representation at 
7 pm, June 19 at Lucerne School. 
Everyone is invited to find out 
what the change might mean 
for you, and find answers to the 
following questions: Why do we 
need to change our voting system? Is 
proportional representation better? 
How can we make it happen? 

“We have a rare opportunity 
in BC to update our voting system 
so that our government will truly 
reflect how we vote,” says Remnant. 
“Currently, half the voters do not 
help to elect anyone, which means 
that half of us might as well have 
stayed at home. That is no longer 

Proportional representation event 
at Lucerne School in New Denver

acceptable in a modern democracy. 
Proportional representation voting 
systems work very well in the 
vast majority of 94 countries 
throughout the world. A made-for-
BC voting system will maintain 
rural representation and local 
accountability.”

The June 19 event is free and 
everyone is welcome. Donations 
are gratefully accepted. The 
presentation is about a half-hour 
long, which leaves lots of time for 
your questions. 

CORRECTION
In the Slocan council notes last 

issue, we reported on the approval 
of a one-night Unity Fest in Slocan 
Beach Park on July 28. We incorrectly 
reported that the Village will allow 
the use of the beach restrooms for the 
festival. Instead, organizers will have 
to bring in portapotties. The Village 
of Slocan is waiting for confirmation 
that the festival will go ahead.
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submitted
BC has already experienced 

extreme floods throughout May 
and in the current fiscal year, 
241 fires have been recorded 
provincially, totaling 34,370 ha. 
(84,930 acres) of forest burnt. 
These extreme events make the 
Wildfire and Climate Change 
Conference, taking place in Nelson 
from June 26-28, 2018, very 
timely.

The conference is being 
organized by the  Minis t ry 
of  Forests ,  Lands,  Natural 
Resource Operations and Rural 
Development and the Slocan 
Integral Forestry Cooperative 
(SIFCo). Conference attendees 
will learn about local, national and 
international initiatives to address 
the growing challenges associated 
with climate change and wildfire 
behaviour, and the importance of 
creating fire-resilient ecosystems. 
Presenters are coming from as far 
away as Oregon and New Mexico.

The organizers are encouraging 
locals to register under the 
individual or non-profit rate to 
receive the conference discount. 
Tickets have been selling quickly 
and they are encouraging potential 
attendees to register soon.

The conference was organized 

Wildfire and Climate Change conference happening just in time
to discuss a wide range of topics in 
presentations and workshops over 
the course of three days, including:

• creating more resilient 
ecosystems that could better 

adapt to climate change and help 
mitigate wildfire risks;

• encouraging forest industry 
licensees to share their expertise 
at the landscape level related 

to wildfire risk mitigation, 
effective carbon management and 
improving the resiliency of Crown 
land over time; and

• educating the public and 

local governments about wildfire 
risk mitigation and the potential 
impacts of climate change.

To learn more or to register, go 
to kootenaywildfire.ca.

submitted
There’s a lot of excitement at the 

Slocan Community Library these days. 
A $1,500 grant from the Canada Post 
Foundation for Children has allowed 
the library to greatly improve its 
children’s book collection. 

The library’s Children’s Committee 
divided the money among six 
categories: books requested by patrons; 
books which are lent to WE Graham 
Community School; graphic novels 
of interest to pre-teens and teens; non-
fiction suggested by former children’s 
librarian (and current co-chair) Barbara 
Mack; books that would appeal to 
children who have some difficulty 
reading; and books for the youth 
reading club. 

“The Canada Post grant enabled 
us to fulfill the wishes of our young 
patrons who recently had requested 
some great titles,” said children’s book 
buyer Lois Lawrence. “There are such 
exciting series we’ve been able to 
discover.”

The library has bought books in 
the IQ series, the Ranger’s Apprentice 

Canada Post helps Slocan library buy children’s books
series, and the Moomintroll series. 

The library partners with WE 
Graham School to provide students 
with books on subjects that the students 
are studying or might be interested in. 
Di Lindal and non-fiction buyer Liz 
Newman had an extra $500 to improve 
the selection and bought books on local 
history, geology and natural history, 
among other subjects. 

The grant has also allowed the 
library to expand its selection of graphic 
novels. Although these books are 
popular with all ages and all reading 
levels, they are an especially good 
way to encourage children with visual 
brains. Books bought for younger 
children include graphic novel versions 
of classics and popular new selections. 
For teens there are a selection of books 
and graphic novels on topics ranging 
from bullying to Indigenous issues, 
from the Holocaust to the Japanese-
Canadian internment to childhood in 
Tehran, well as more lightweight topics.

The library wants to appeal to more 
diverse readers. Young children who 
need a simpler vocabulary will now 
have three series of non-fiction phonics-
based books on exciting topics: sports, 
fascinating cities, and collections of 
magazine articles on nature and other 
topics. Five graphic novels written 
with a simpler vocabulary have also 

been ordered.
Lastly, the Children’s Committee 

decided to put aside money to buy sets 
of books for the Picnic Book Club, a 

Slocan postmaster Linda Hicks, library co-chair Barbara Mack, Children’s Programming facilitator 
Di Lindal (back row) and Picnic Book Club members Timur Reynolds, Keshet Hager, and Luzia 
Schlichting display some of the great children’s books bought with a grant from Canada Post.

club for children who are reading at the 
juvenile and young adult level. Already 
four children have signed up for the 
club and there are only two spaces left.

by Jan McMurray
At this year’s Federation of Canadian 

Municipalities (FCM) convention, 
Silverton Councillor Leah Main was re-
elected to the board by acclamation, and 
was elected vice-chair of the BC Caucus. 
The convention was held May 30-June 
3 in Halifax.

“I am thrilled to be representing BC 
for a fourth term on the FCM board,” 
Main says. “It is also an honour to have 
been selected by my colleagues as vice-

Leah Main, Silverton councillor and RDCK representative, was re-elected to the FCM board 
and was elected vice-chair of the BC Caucus.

Silverton’s Leah Main elected vice-chair of BC Caucus of FCM board
chair of the BC Caucus, giving me an 
additional opportunity to articulate the 
needs of rural communities.”

The FCM board consists of 72 
directors from five regions: Atlantic, 
Quebec, Ontario, Prairies & Territories, 
and BC. There are nine directors from 
BC on the board.

Main, a passionate advocate for 
rural communities, reports that “the 
urban-rural divide” was one of the 
discussion topics at the convention. The 
board passed a resolution calling on the 
federal government to develop a “rural 
lens” to ensure that federal policies 
and programs respond to the needs of 
rural communities, and enhance rural 

socio-economic development. The 
resolution follows the release of an 
FCM report, ‘Rural Challenges, National 
Opportunity.’

“This federal government has done 
better than others in recognizing the 
specific challenges rural communities 
face, but there is still lots of work to be 
done,” Main commented.

In March, Main initiated a resolution 
calling for a national strategy on rural 
passenger bus service, in response to the 
reductions announced by Greyhound. 
The FCM executive passed this resolution 
in March, and has contacted Minister 
Marc Garneau to begin advocating for 
the strategy.
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We will be bbqing hotdogs and burgers, with 
donations going to the Community Health 
Committee from 11-2. 
Join us for anniversary cake.

We are 
celebrating our 
7th Anniversary 

on June 22.
Enter 
your 

name in 
the draw 
to win a 
BBQ!!! 

518 6th Ave, New Denver, BC • 250-358-2270

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust  is 

expressing its thanks to Laurie Page 
for her years of service on its Board 
of Directors and welcoming Carol 
Andrews as a new director.

“It’s always hard saying goodbye 
to a director, especially one like 
Laurie who has dedicated so much 
time and effort to the Trust, our 
region and her own community,” 
said Rick Jensen, Board Chair. “We 
wish her the best of luck on her new 
endeavours.”

Page joined the board in January 
2012 and served as vice-chair from 
2013/14 and 2016/17. She and 
husband Bill Sones operated the 
Nakusp Veterinary Clinic from 
1990 until this spring, and she has 
volunteered and led many community 
organizations and projects focused on 
economic development, affordable 
housing, seniors services, youth 
empowerment and mental health.

Columbia Basin Trust says ‘thanks’ to Laurie Page
Carol Andrews was raised in 

Castlegar and has lived and worked 
in many communities within the 
Columbia Basin. She is a Registered 

Professional Forester and works 
as an instructor in the School of 
Environment and Geomatics at 
Selkirk College in Castlegar. She is a 
strong supporter of rural self-reliance 
and has a deep interest in higher 
education and its role in empowering 
residents.

“Laurie Page has been an 
amazing contributor and advocate 
for Columbia Basin Trust, her 
community of Nakusp and the 
whole Kootenay region,” said MLA 
Katrine Conroy, Minister responsible 
for Columbia Basin Trust. “She is 
a skilled advocate and has always 
given so much of herself to her 
profession, her community and her 
volunteerism. We will miss Laurie 

and her passion for making the world 
a better place.”

The Trust’s Board consists of 12 
individuals: the Province appoints 
six, and six more are nominated by 
the Basin’s five regional districts 
and the Ktunaxa Nation Council. 
All directors must live in the Basin. 

For director biographies and 
terms, and to read highlights and 
minutes from Board meetings, visit 
ourtrust.org/board. 

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Laurie Page is leaving the Columbia Basin Trust Board of Directors.

submitted
Technology continues to advance 

one of mankind’s most noble 
inventions – the bicycle. Harnessing 
the power of electricity to assist the 
rider, the electric bike is the next 
phase in the evolution of this mode 
of transportation.

Shon’s Bike & Ski in Nakusp is 
licensed for e-bike sales and service. 
Trained e-bike specialists, Shon and 
Brent want to help people understand 

Shon’s Bike & Ski licenced for electric bike sales and service
the benefits of e-bikes for commuting 
and vehicle substitution. 

“Electric bikes are for riders 
looking to commute, travel the 
local rail system, and explore mixed 
surfaces and terrain with ease,” says 
Brent.

Shon’s has a selection of sizes 
and styles of e-bikes in stock. “To 
decide which e-bike is right for you 
means understanding your needs and 
ensuring a proper bike fitting. We are 

happy to assist!” Brent says.
Shon and Brent can help people 

understand e-bikes – the costs, 
battery life, maintenance, and 
charging expense. The models on 
offer at Shon’s have up to 125 km 
of range and cost approximately 
$0.05 per charge. “With this level 
of efficiency, it doesn’t take long to 
start saving money that you would 
otherwise be spending on vehicle 
maintenance and fuel, not to mention 
reducing your carbon footprint,” 
says Brent. 

Shon encourages everyone 
interested in learning more about 
electric bikes to drop by and take one 
for a test ride.

It’s BC Family Fishing Weekend, and fishing is free for everyone June 15–17. On Father’s Day, join 
guide Talbot Peyton for the Slocan Lake Fishing School, a free and fun event for all ages. Meet at 
the gazebo in New Denver’s Centennial Park at 3:30 pm June 16 to learn how to tie on your tackle 

and take casting lessons with a fly reel and spin caster. Peyton will answer all questions on anything 
fishing. If you have any fish stories or advice, you are welcome to share them. Event will take place 

rain or shine. Plus – there will be a draw for a rod and tackle, courtesy of The 358-Exchange.

Shon’s Bike & Ski in Nakusp is now licensed for e-bike sales and service. 



The Valley Voice   June 14, 201812 NSS GRAD

vincedevito.ca

from all 
of us at 

Crescent Bay 
Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 • Email cresbay@telus.net

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp Secondary School 

graduation ceremony took place June 9, 
with principal Peter Gajda as Master of 
Ceremonies.

The grads invited Constable Lee 
Bellamy to take part in the processional, 

Nakusp Secondary School graduation ceremony 2018
to acknowledge the Nakusp RCMP 
detachment and the positive relationship 
the grads have with the officers. Constable 
Bellamy escorted Olivia Mang, the first 
student in the processional, and then 
stationed himself with Lazlo De Courcy, 
the grade 11 student collecting toonies 
from the grads. Bellamy congratulated 
each graduate as they were called to 
the stage.

Quotes chosen by each grad to 
inspire their classmates were read out 
as they were being introduced. Some of 
the words of wisdom: “Throw kindness 
around like it’s confetti.” “The pessimist 
sees the challenge in the opportunity; 
the optimist sees the opportunity in the 
challenge.” “Don’t worry about failure; 
think about what you’ll miss if you 
don’t even try.” “Don’t tell me the sky 

is the limit when there are footprints on 
the moon.”

O Canada was led by graduates 
Olivia Mang, and Brody Herridge on 
guitar.

SD 10 Board of Education 
Chairperson Lora Lee Brekke 
congratulated the class of 2018, the 
first class of those born in the 2000s. 
“Believe in your dreams, believe in 
yourself, believe and the world will be 
yours,” she said.

Superintendent/ Secretary Treasurer 
Terry Taylor told the students that 
although they may think they know 
what their future will be, “it’s not until 
years later that the dots connect and 
your life path makes sense.” She spoke 
of her dreams to be a lawyer or TV 
journalist when she was 18, and how her 

experiences as a waitress and a care aide 
changed her life path. “I would never 
have believed it if you told me I would be 
a teacher or a fierce champion of small, 
rural schools and school districts,” she 
said. “We all look forward to learning 
how you connect the dots to change the 
world.”

Mayor Karen Hamling said she 
was proud to bring congratulations 
from Village council and staff. She gave 
each grad a domino, and drew parallels 
between dominos and life. The domino 
has two sides, just like every issue has 
two sides. No two dominos are alike, just 
as no two people are exactly alike. You 
can’t play dominoes until you put them 
all together, just as you can’t accomplish 
everything all on your own – you need 
support from others. Mayor Hamling 
asked the grads to go out into the world 
and learn, and then to come back to 
Nakusp and “help us grow.”

Principal Peter Gajda, in his 

message, counselled the students to set 
goals “because they are necessary for 
motivation,” and to have the courage to 
take chances. “The only way to learn to 
chop down a tree is to chop down a tree, 
so I challenge you to grab an axe and 
chop wood,” he said.

Diplomas were presented by Dr. 
Lorna Newman, Director of Learning; 
Superintendent Terry Taylor; Andrea 
Coates, NSS secretary; and Gajda.

Ninety-nine scholarships worth 
$76,900 were presented. Ernie Knecht, 
Nakusp Scholarship Society, thanked the 
community for their generous support of 
the graduates.

Jaycee Gustafson and Andrew 
Harper, elected by their class to be the 
Valedictorians, delivered their address.

After closing words from Gajda, the 
students did the Grand March and tossed 
their caps.

Congratulations to the Nakusp 
Secondary Class of 2018!

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
No 20 Gaming Fund: Sydney Bone, 
Kennedy Pazurik, Alex Roberts, Eric 
Vieira. Poppy Fund: Jaycee Gustafson. 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary: Melissa Johnson. 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union: Melissa 
Johnson. Nakusp & District Chamber 
of Commerce Bursary: Melissa Johnson. 
School District No. 10 – District Authority 
Scholarship: Kennedy Pazurik, Indica 
Phillipson, Jaycee Gustafson. Trustees 
Mission Statement Bursary: Jaycee 
Gustafson. Hospital Employees Union 
Bursary: Julia Zeleznik. Arrow Lakes 
Health Care Auxiliary: Jaycee Gustafson, 
Olivia Mang, Sydney Bone. Arrow Lakes 
Hospital Foundation: Sydney Bone, Olivia 
Mang, Indica Phillipson, Rowan Wurst. Joe 
Lee Bursary (CUPE Local 2450): Sydney 
Bone. CUPE Local 2450: Everett Harrison, 
Jaycee Gustafson. Harrison Company Law 
12 Award: Jaycee Gustafson. Canadian 
Association of Educators of the Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing: Darla Shular. 
Arrow Lakes Tugboat Society: Emma 
Orr, Indica Phillipson. CMH Kootenay/ 
Lodge at Arrow Lakes: Alex Roberts. 
Columbia Basin Trust: Kennedy Pazurik, 
Indica Phillipson. Katrine Conroy MLA 
Bursary: Jessica Roe. Arrow Lakes 
Teachers’ Association: Andrew Harper, Eric 
Vieira. Rotary Club of Nakusp: Melissa 
Johnson. Save on Foods: Kennedy Pazurik. 
Robyn Pazurik Memorial: Kennedy 
Pazurik. NACFOR Bursary (Scholastic): 

Scholarships and bursaries
Bryce Friedenberger. NACFOR Bursary 
(Trades): Ajay Crowe. Renewable 
Resources: Bryce Friedenberger. Columbia 
Power Scholarship: Emma Orr. Yellowhead 
Road and Bridge: Sydney Bone. Ron 
Aldridge Citizenship: Bryce Friedenberger. 
Reunion ’80: Indica Phillipson. Class of 
’94: Alex Roberts. Class of ’95 (Sports 
Bursary): Kennedy Pazurik. Class of 
2001: Jaycee Gustafson. Class of 2003: 
Kennedy Pazurik. Class of ’97: Olivia 
Mang. Class of 2000: Indica Phillipson. 
Class of 2006: Bryce Friedenberger. Skills 
and Trades Bursary: Ajay Crowe, Everett 
Harrison, Tyson Hascarl, Alex Roberts. 
Logging Bursary: Everett Harrison. 
Green Door Bursary: Sydney Bone. 
Debbie Samuelson Memorial: Sydney 
Bone. Jason Ambrock Memorial: Olivia 
Mang. Gord Roberts Memorial: Alex 
Roberts, Olivia Mang. Trinity McQuair 
Memorial: Jaycee Gustafson. Sarah 
Jackins Memorial: Jaycee Gustafson. Vera 
Johnson Memorial: Ajay Crowe. Erling 
Johnson Memorial: Jaycee Gustafson. 
Donna Wong Memorial: Marghana Tulak. 
Debbie Jones Memorial: Sydney Bone, 
Ajay Crowe, Bryce Friedenberger, Jaycee 
Gustafson, Andrew Harper, Everett Harrison, 
Tyson Hascarl, Wynn Holmberg, Melissa 
Johnson, Olivia Mang, Kennedy Pazurik, 
Indica Phillipson, Alex Roberts, Jessica 
Roe, Darla Shular, Maia Smith, Eric Vieira, 
Baleigh Wright, Julia Zeleznik. Clark 
Kessler Memorial: Wynn Holmberg. 
Garth Haggart Memorial: Wynn 
Holmberg. Janice Buerge Memorial: 
Kennedy Pazurik. Sarah Stykel Memorial: 
Kennedy Pazurik. Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society (Harry Murphy Memorial): 
Melissa Johnson. Betty Walton Memorial: 
Indica Phillipson. Needles Reunion: Darla 
Shular. Joan Fowler Memorial: Bryce 
Friedenberger. Bill Robison Memorial: 
Byrce Friedenberger. Dave Grimshire 
Memorial: Bryce Friedenberger. Nakusp 
Scholarship Society: Andrew Harper, 
Everett Harrison, Maia Smith, Eric Vieira, 
Julia Zeleznik.
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Nakusp Secondary Class of 2018. Front Row: Maia Smith, Baleigh Wright, Kennedy Pazurik, Julia Zeleznik, Sydney Bone, Jill Romeo. Second Row: Melissa Johnson, Olivia Mang, Rowan Wurst, Jaycee Gustafson, Indica Phillipson, Morghana Tulak, Darla Shular, Jessica 
Row, Taylor Poulin-Bergeron. Third Row: Brayden Reardon, Jackson Herridge, Brody Herridge, Everett Harrison, Eric Vieira, Emma Orr, Andrew Harper. Back row: Lliam Frederick-Chivers, Tyson Hascarl, Bryce Friedenberger, Ajay Crowe, Alex Roberts, Wynn Holmberg.
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ALFA Art 
Walk Party
Celebrate our 5th 

Anniversary with us!
ALFA Art Walk is 
having a Party. 

Friday June 22, 4:30-8 pm
Heritage Nursery by 

Nakusp Marina
• Artists in Attendance

• Art Display and 
refreshments

• Live Entertainment 
Everyone Welcome

by Jaycee Gustafson and Andrew 
Harper

This year, our class has really shown 
their true colours with each other and 
for this we will always have a bond. 
Today, Andrew and I would like to 
share with you some of our favourite 
memories from throughout the years. 
But, before we do, we would like to 
thank our amazing elementary and 
secondary school teachers and staff 
for always helping us achieve what we 
have wanted.

From playing with cars in the sand 
to being part of the fabled ‘Dog Squad’ 

Nakusp Secondary School Valedictorian speech
(you know who you are). Or avoiding 
playing ‘math games’ on Fridays by 
playing a made-up version of poker 
known as ‘Watuki’ that honestly didn’t 
really make much sense.

Even driving under the speed limit 
and definitely feeling safe in Kennedy’s 
car has been incredibly memorable. 
Especially that one time she was driving 
super slow, and a deer took it upon itself 
to just run into her car.

The countless ‘Harry Potter’ talks 
that always resulted in belly laughs. 
And, of course Julia, who fun fact is one 
of four cousins in our grade. Constantly 

swearing under her breath at the most 
inappropriate of times, she always 
reminds those around her that “If it’s too 
loud, you’re too old.” To which, I agree.

Lastly, our grade 7 camping trip 
when everyone snuck out to do whatever 
we had planned, which resulted in all of 
the parents and our teacher Mrs. Leitch 
obviously hearing us. They came out to 
see what the big deal was. Of course as 
a class we lied and said we left our tents 
because we were cold, which backfired 
majorly and ended with all of us staying 
in campers with a parent.

It’s always been a blessing and a 
curse growing up in Nakusp and being 
with the same kids from kindergarten to 
grade 12. This year, we have had to be 
there for each other and understand one 
another in many ways, and also know 
that sometimes being sassy is how you 
get the job done. A month ago, I was at 

a dinner and the woman sitting next to 
me told a story about how her husband 
had passed, and she was told a week 
afterwards that “All that you can get 
from looking back is a sore neck.” I 
found this really important because 
as we go through this milestone of 
changing from kids into adults, looking 
back isn’t really an option. Thinking 
about what could have happened or what 
you should have done will not help us 
to look forward to our bright futures to 
come. I wish the best of luck to all my 
supportive classmates and I will truly 
miss hanging out with you all every day, 
the conversations and laughs. It’s hard to 
imagine not being with you all next year.

I have had the honour of growing up 
alongside some of the best classmates I 
could have ever asked for. We may not 
see each other much after graduation, 
but luckily, we are a unique age group, 

because most of us have grown up with 
some form of social media from a young 
age and will be able to easily look back 
on all of the amazing memories we 
have created together over the years. 
I look forward to continuing seeing 
photos of your pets, food, adventures, 
embarrassing old posts and photos, 
and of course, your favourite memes. 
I wish you all the best of luck in your 
future endeavours, and I look forward to 
hearing about your lives after graduation, 
in give or take about 3,650 days.

We are honoured to be your 
Valedictorians and on behalf of the 2018 
Nakusp Secondary graduating class, we 
would like to say a final thank you to all 
of those who have helped us get here 
today. We wouldn’t have made it without 
you. Thank you for your time listening to 
us talk almost non-stop and for joining 
us to celebrate our special day.

Jaycee Gustafson and Andrew Harper delivered the Valedictory address at Nakusp Graduation, June 9.

submitted
The arts are alive and well in our 

community, and the Arts for Tomorrow 
benefit concert will showcase the 
amazing talent of some of our local 
students in a variety of arts disciplines: 

Arts for Tomorrow benefit concert showcases local talent
violin, guitar, voice, clarinet, piano, 
and dance. 

The concert is a fundraiser 
to support the Valhalla Fine Arts 
Society’s bursary program. These 
bursaries go directly to local students 
studying music and the arts in the 
North Slocan Valley.

Besides individual performances, 
our two local community choirs, the 
Outlet Youth Choir and the Lucerne 
Elementary School Choir, conducted 
by Kelly Coubrough, will also present 
a variety of their favourite choir pieces. 

The concert lineup will include 
many local teachers and mentors, 
who are also accomplished musicians, 
including the musical duo ‘Freya’ 
(Martine denBok and Noel Fudge), 
Nancy Bertoia, Rebecca Laity, and 
Kelly Coubrough. Nicole Nicholson 
and her students will present a dance 
performance as part of the exciting 
afternoon event. 

Arts for Tomorrow is happening 
on June 17 at 2 pm at Memorial Hall 
in Silverton. Come on out and enjoy 
a heartwarming afternoon of music 
and dance. 

Tickets are by donation at the door, 
with all proceeds going to support 
future scholarships for children and 
youth in our community.

For more information, email 
info@valhallafinearts.org.
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The Slocan Valley 
Economic Development 
Commission and Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce 
welcome the Community Futures 
Export Navigator Program to the 
Slocan Valley. We are working 
with Community Futures and the 
Province of BC to facilitate 
access to this unique 
program. 

WE SUPPORT THE EXPORT 
NAVIGATOR PROGRAM

by Jan McMurray
Did Interior Health unjustly 

interfere with the community’s 
search for a physician for the Slocan 
Community Health Centre in New 
Denver?

The BC Conference of the United 
Church of Canada has voted to set up 
a commission to answer this question, 
and to make recommendations for 
ways to address any injustice. The 
commission will also look at broader 
policy issues regarding rural health care 
as part of its investigation.

United Church Ministers George 
Meier and Therese DesCamp live 
in New Denver and were outraged 
along with the rest of the community 
when an Interior Health representative 
reportedly discouraged a physician 
from applying for one of the two vacant 
positions at the Slocan Community 
Health Centre (SCHC). The ministers 
took their idea for an investigation of 
the incident to the Kootenay Presbytery, 
which includes all United Churches 

The BC Conference of the United Church of Canada voted to appoint a commission to investigate 
whether Interior Health unjustly interfered with New Denver’s physician recruitment efforts.

United Church in BC to investigate Interior Health incident with physician recruitment in New Denver
in the Kootenays. The Kootenay 
Presbytery supported the proposal on 
May 29, and the provincial organization 
approved it on June 2.

 “The United Church is a pioneer in 
developing rural health, and we’re very 
concerned with social justice,” Meier 
said. “We felt the issue would strike 
a chord with our regional Kootenay 
group and the BC Conference of The 
United Church of Canada.”

SCHC has been operating with one 
physician since last fall. Interior Health 
announced a reduction of Emergency 
Department hours from 24/7 to Monday 
to Friday 9-5 effective February 1, but 
promptly reversed the decision after a 
huge public outcry.

On May 25, there was another 
massive protest from the community 
when word got out that an Interior 
Health representative had actively 

discouraged a potential physician 
recruit. About 200 people gathered on 
the health centre helipad to show their 
indignation.

About an hour before the rally, 
Interior Health issued a statement 
apologizing for any confusion resulting 
from their discussions with the 
physician, and assuring the community 
that they remain committed to bringing 
new physicians to New Denver.

The community has been working 
very hard to recruit physicians and 
other health care professionals to New 
Denver. The Slocan District Chamber 
of Commerce Health Committee 
hired local filmmaker Isaac Carter of 
ICandy Films to create a video, which 
is online at http://slocanlakechamber.
com/physician-recruitment-video/. 
People are asked to share the link with 
all their contacts.

submitted
Two classes from Lucerne School 

enjoyed a ‘banquet of biodiversity’ 
at Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary, a new 
conservation area at the north end of 
Slocan Lake. Signy Frederickson’s 
Grade 7/8/9 science class teamed up with 
Katrina Sumrall’s Grade 4/5/6 for the 
deep learning project, part of the Know 
Your Watershed program.  

During this hands-on field study, the 
students cycled through five biodiversity 
stations in the wetland complex, each led 
by a local expert. Aboriginal Elder Eloise 
Charet and ecologist Marcy Mahr led a 

New Denver students share a biodiversity banquet at Snk’mip Marsh 
station serving up taxonomy, ecology 
and Indigenous peoples’ use of native 
wetland plants. There was a station 
dedicated to resident and migratory birds 
led by Gary Davidson, a bat station led 
by Elodie Kuhnert from the Kootenay 
Community Bat Project, a bug station led 
by Daniel Hellyer and an invasive plants 
station, culminating in a knapweed pull, 
led by Laurie Frankcom from the Central 
Kootenay Invasive Species Society.  

“The highlight of the field study for 
the students, other than the homemade 
marsh bars, was the opportunity to feast 
on a special kind of knowledge – the 

knowledge that comes from meaningful 
hands-on learning from local experts 
in a special place,” says Know Your 
Watershed educator Mahr. “It’s so 
great to see students making all kinds 
of observations, up-close ones like 
watching insects burrowing in bark and 
examining the pattern of sapsucker holes, 
to thinking big about how these wetlands 
at the top of Slocan Lake help store and 
filter all of the meltwater rushing down 
our mountainsides.” 

Know Your Watershed is a 
program of the Columbia Basin Trust, 
administered and managed by Wildsight, 
that increases students’ knowledge and 
awareness of their local watersheds and 
water in their communities. 
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Lucerne School students learn about resident and migratory birds from Gary Davidson at the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary.
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Considering Community Service? 
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi for Details: 250-265-0002

submitted
Love of home place, 

dedication, and good works 
were on display at the Slocan 
Valley Community Legacy 
Society (SVCLS) AGM May 
29.

Chairman Alex Berland 
explained that the SVCLS has 
demonstrated a broad fund 
development program, and 
as of March, the endowment 

Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society (SVCLS) AGM displays a love of good works
Slocan Valley Legacy Fund 
balance was $202,344.  This 
sum reflects major increases 
through raising $10,000 on 
Giving Tuesday from generous 
individuals, an $8,000 gift from 
the Anderson Family Trust, and 
an $8,000 gift from the Mount 
Sentinel School 2016 and 
2017 graduating classes. Once 
again, the Society is grateful 
for generous contributions 

from the Kootenay Savings 
Community Foundation and 
CBT.  

A highlight of the AGM 
was the reporting by the 2017 
grant recipients. The audience 
enjoyed learning about the 
Wild Days field trips sponsored 
by the Hills Recreation Society 
in partnership with the Slocan 
Lake Stewardship Society, 
community food events 
sponsored by the Healthy 
Community Society of the 

North Slocan Valley in 
partnership with the Zion 
United Church, the successful 
repair of the Vallican Whole 
Community Centre’s basement 
by the Rural Alternatives 
Research & Training Society, 
and the improvements to the 
very well-used computer lab at 
the W.E. Graham Community 
Learning Centre, sponsored by 
the W.E. Graham Community 
Services Society.  

The 2018 grant recipients 

once again demonstrated good 
geographical representation 
and covered health, culture, 
recreation and the environment. 
The six successful grant 
applicants include the New 
Denver Hospice Society for 
renovation and remodel of 
its bereavement centre, the 
Slocan Lake and the Hidden 
Garden Gallery societies’ 
partnering to create a new 
Hidden Garden Gallery space, 
RARTS for the Vallican 
Whole Art Gallery Project, 
the W.E Graham CSS for the 
successful Intergenerational 
Cook ing  P rog ram,  t he 
Sandon Historical Society 
for wheelchair access to the 

Sandon Museum, and finally 
the Corporation of the Village 
of Slocan partnering with the 
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 
Society for purchase of rail 
trail safety equipment.

The final message of the 
evening was the need to reach 
out to community supporters 
to help raise the first million 
dollars for the endowment 
fund – a lofty but reachable 
goal.

T h e  S V C L S  b o a r d 
remains:  Susie Hammond, 
Alex Berland, Val Mayes, 
Evelyn Goodell, Sonia Thoma, 
Lorna Visser, Ellen Kinsel, 
Mike Lesnik, and Brian 
Euerby.

by Katrine Campbell
Damage to the Mori 

Trail on New Denver’s 
lakeside perimeter is normal 
and expected, says Village 
CAO Bruce Woodbury. The 
Valley Voice contacted the 
Village office after finding 
out that portions of the 
trail were underwater and 
possibly washed out. 

“We have had high 
water, and I heard [that] 
small areas of the trail 
washed out, but I’m not 
aware of any significant 
failures,” Woodbury said. 
“It happened last year, too.” 

The waves wash over 
the trail and the backwash 
takes out some of the fill 
around the rock wall, he 
said. The crew will repair 
any damaged areas and 

Mori Trail performing 
as expected, CAO says

clear woody debris left on 
the trail.

Asked if the Village 
would rebuild the trail to 
make it more secure, the 
CAO said that was “almost 
impossible.” In many areas 
there is little to no foreshore 
left, he said, and to build a 
trail completely above the 
high water mark would 
mean cutting into the steep 
banks.

“It would be detrimental 
to the slope to cut trails 
into it, and very expensive. 
We’re very aware of the 
high water problems. That’s 
why we built the rock walls 
last year, but that doesn’t 
solve all the problems.

“I f  anyone not ices 
problems with the trail, 
please report them to us.”
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Scarlett’s Electric (250)353-2563
Jaeden Woodland (250)366-4316

Energy Tips...
Today’s homes have increasing amounts 
of electronic gear, including controls on 
many appliances.  These devices may 
be damaged by power surges, which 
are a particular risk in our area, due to 
long dead-ended powerlines.  “Whole 
house surge protectors,” installed in 
circuit breaker panels, can provide good 
protection against these events.

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Come see our great selection of new 
jewellery, and lovely summer clothing! 

Open 10 am to 5:30 pm every day.
and 10 am to 4 pm Sundays & Holidays

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

submitted
The provincial government has 

issued an order to make sure nests, 
dens, salt licks and other important 
wildlife habitat features are protected 
when forestry and range activities are 
carried out.

The goal is to help specific wildlife 
species in the Kootenay Boundary region 
survive and thrive.

“We know many of these species are 
at risk and will have a much better chance 
for survival if these important habitat 
features are protected,” said George 
Heyman, Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy. “While we 
prepare comprehensive species-at-risk 
legislation, we want to ensure these 
special habitat features are identified, 
and kept intact during the course of day-
to-day forestry and range operations.”

“Wildlife species are dependent on 
undisturbed nests, burrows and other 
natural features for shelter, breeding 
and to raise their young,” said Doug 
Donaldson, Minister of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations and Rural 
Development. “These extra measures 
will help keep these unique habitat 
features safe.”

Forestry operators and range tenure 
holders will be offered training to help 
them identify and take the necessary 
steps to not disturb the targeted wildlife 
habitat features. The new protection 
order, the first of its kind in BC, will take 
effect July 1 and will apply only to the 

New protections in place to support wildlife species
Kootenay Boundary region. The intent 
is that similar orders will eventually be 
in place provincewide.

The specific features to be protected 
include:

• nests for the bald eagle, osprey, 

flammulated owl, western screech-owl, 
great blue heron, Lewis’s woodpecker 
and Williamson’s sapsucker;

• American badger burrows;
• grizzly bear dens;
• significant mineral licks;

• significant wallows;
• bat hibernation sites;
• bat nursery roosts;
• hot springs or thermal springs.
Consultation was carried out with 

directly affected Forest Act agreement 

holders, directly affected Range Act 
agreement holders and local Indigenous 
communities. 

To learn more, go to gov.bc.ca/
Kootenay-Boundary-Wildlife-Habitat-
Features-Order.

by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro held its annual operations 

update meetings in Meadow Creek June 
4 and Nakusp June 6.

This year’s above average snowpack 
melted quickly in the hot May weather. 
“There’s very little snow left,” BC Hydro 
Engineer Gillian Kong said. “It will all be 
gone a month earlier than usual.” 

Kong explained that the early May 
thaw raised concerns of flooding on 
Kootenay Lake. Levels were forecast to 
reach 1755 feet, but the lake peaked at 
1752.2 feet, and is now receding. Duncan 
Dam discharge was reduced in late May 

BC Hydro provides update in Meadow Creek and Nakusp
to reduce peak levels on Kootenay Lake.

At the end of May, year-to-date 
precipitation at Kootenay Lake was 
115% of normal, Duncan 106%, and the 
Arrow 110%. Inflows are now quickly 
receding to below average.

The Arrow Lakes Reservoir is 
expected to reach this year’s maximum 
level, 1442 feet, on June 29 and draft to 
1430-1435 feet in August. Arrow flows 
were re-shaped for trout protection 
downstream of Hugh Keenleyside in 
April, May, and June under the Non 
Power Uses Agreement.

The Duncan is forecast to reach its 

maximum level this year, 1890.9 feet, on 
July 26. The Duncan saw unprecedented 
low inflows in March and April, and 
unprecedented high inflows in May. 
Inflows were too low in March and April 
to meet fish flow targets at the Duncan 
and Lardeau confluence.

With data from some of the Duncan 
Reservoir Water Use Plan studies, 
BC Hydro is currently developing an 
operations strategy to minimize fish 
stranding.

In the Arrow, BC Hydro is removing 
debris from recreation areas. Since 2007, 
over 2,250 logging truckloads of woody 

debris have been removed from the 
reservoir’s shoreline.

The log boom at Kootenay Canal 
and Generating Station, which protects 
the canal and power intakes from floating 
debris, was replaced with a steel boom. 
The project was completed this spring.

Security gates at Hugh Keenleyside 
are being upgraded. From June 11 
to early July, BC Hydro expects the 
navigation local viewing area to be 
closed. There will be two alternate 
viewing areas off Broadwater Road. The 
project will cause no restrictions to boat 
traffic through the lock.

submitted
The BC Wildfire Service will 

conduct an 8.5-hectare prescribed 
burn in the Keen Creek area, about 
15 kilometres west of Kaslo. This 
burn, which may have started by the 
time you read this, will help reduce 
wildfire threats and prepare the area 
for replanting.

Smoke may be visible from 

Prescribed burn scheduled for Keen Creek
South Fork, Kaslo, Highway 31A 
and surrounding areas. Trained BC 
Wildfire Service personnel will 
monitor this fire at all times.

Key goals of this prescribed 
burn include reducing accumulations 
of dead and combustible material, 
delaying the growth of competing 
vegetation and decreasing the risk of 
future catastrophic wildfires in the 

area.
The exact timing of this burn 

will depend on weather and site 
conditions. Burning will proceed only 
if conditions are suitable and allow for 
low-intensity to moderate-intensity 
fire, and quick smoke dissipation. All 
prescribed burns must comply with 
the Environmental Management Act 
and the Open Burning Smoke Control 

Regulation. This helps minimize the 
amount of smoke generated.

To report a wildfire, unattended 
campfire or open burning violation, 
call 1-800-663-5555 toll-free, or *5555 
on a cellphone.

For the latest information on 
current wildfire activity, burning 
restrictions, road closures and air 
quality advisories, visit bcwildfire.ca.

submitted
The Ministry of Health is adding 

50 new clinical pharmacists as part of 
primary-care network teams around 
the province.

The pharmacists will focus on 
working directly with patients with 
complex conditions, to reduce and 
manage medication-related problems 
such as drug interactions, adverse 
medication side effects, duplicate 
medications, and to help eliminate 
unneeded medications. The ministry 
is supporting this new developmental 
program with $23 million over three 
years and is working with UBC’s 
faculty of pharmaceutical sciences to 
manage the program.

“Embedding a clinical pharmacist 
in a patient’s primary-care team 
reduces the risk of adverse drug 
reactions, which rises with the 
complexity of the condition, a 
patient’s frailty, age and the number 
of medications prescribed. According 
to recent figures, over 600,000 
British Columbians have a chronic 
medical condition of medium or high 
complexity, and 20% of those over 70 
take at least five or more medications 
a day,” added Dix.

Through one-on-one patient 

Government adds pharmacists into primary and community care
care, these pharmacists will use their 
specialized knowledge to optimize 
their patients’ drug treatments 
through education and drug regimen 
adjustments with prescribers, so 
patients can realize better health 
outcomes and higher quality of life. 

These clinical pharmacists will also 
be able to promote safer and more 
appropriate prescribing by reviewing 
current evidence about different drug 
options with physicians and nurse 
practitioners in their team.

UBC will recruit, train and 

coordinate the clinical pharmacists 
and evaluate the impact of this 
developmental program over the 
next three years. This will inform 
how primary care pharmacists can be 
best integrated and expanded into the 
health-care system over the long term.

submitted
The Langham hosts a Japanese 

Canadian cultural celebration June 15 
with a sushi feast and performances 
by Tasai Collective and music by 
Freya. The feast starts at 6 pm with 
performances starting at 7:30.

Tasai is a Vancouver artist 
collective exploring Pacific Rim 
postcolonial cultural identity. Their 
multi-media performances blend 
movement, poetry, drama and comedy 
with digital projection to create 
absorbing and humorous skits probing 
the intermeshing of cultures. You may 
have seen their past collaborations 

Japanese cultural celebration at the Langham 
with Joy Kogawa at the Langham.

Freya is the New Denver musical 
duo of guitar virtuoso Noel Fudge 
and concertmaster violinist Martine 
denBok, producing lush, intricate 
soundscapes. They will perform 
several original compositions 
commemorating the Japanese 
Canadian internment experience.

This follows an unveiling 
ceremony of new internment signage 
at 2 pm on the south side of the 
Hwy 31 bridge, featuring local and 
provincial dignitaries and members of 
the Nikkei National Museum. 

Evening events are by donation at 

the door. www.thelangham.ca.

Tasai Collective will perform at the Langham, June 15

submitted
Nelson’s Elephant Mountain 

Literary Festival (EMLF) is offering the 
opportunity for 12 local writers to receive 
one-on-one feedback on their work from 
a noted Canadian author.

Multi-disciplinary, award-winning, 
and unforgettable author Susan Musgrave 
is this year’s writer-in-residence for the 
Holley Rubinsky Blue Pencil Sessions, 
named for the late Kaslo author and 
mentor. The sessions will be held at the 
Nelson Public Library July 12 and 13.

Registration opens June 2 at www.
emlfestival.com. Places will be awarded 
on a first come, first served basis. 
Registered writers will be asked to 
submit in advance a project description 

and up to 2,500 words of fiction, creative 
nonfiction, poetry, or writing for children 
for discussion and critique in a 40-minute 
one-on-one session with Musgrave.

In addition to the Blue Pencil 
Sessions, Musgrave will give a public 
talk on the writing craft on Thursday, July 
12 at 7 pm at the Nelson Public Library. 
Admission is by donation ($5 suggested). 

Musgrave, a recipient of the Matt 
Cohen Award in recognition of a lifetime 
of distinguished work by a Canadian 
writer, has enjoyed a career of more than 
30 years during which she has produced 
27 works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry 
and children’s literature. She has edited 
many manuscripts and anthologies 
and mentored writers through a score 

of writer-in-residence positions across 
Canada. Musgrave appears at Elephant 
Mountain Literary Festival with her 
husband Stephen Reid as part of the 
Festival’s ‘Literary Couples’ theme. 
In fact, Musgrave met her husband, a 
convicted bank robber, after he sent her a 
manuscript from Millhaven Penitentiary; 
she subsequently became his writing 
tutor, and they were later married in 
Kent Prison.

The 7th annual Elephant Mountain 
Literary Festival runs July 12 to 15 in 
Nelson and features a variety of events 
and panel discussions with noted writers 
and artists. For the complete schedule 
and event tickets go to www.emlfestival.
com.

Susan Musgrave offers critique sessions at Elephant Mountain 
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NAKUSP & AREA COMMUNITY 
TRAILS SOCIETY ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING & 2018 

REGULAR PLANNING MEETING 
TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 7 pm 

SELKIRK COLLEGE, 
BROADWAY AVE, NAKUSP

Everyone Welcome!

WE WILL BE DISCUSSING:
• New Board Directors
• Our summer hiking schedule
• Regular improvements to our 
   local Recreational Trails.
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED!
Memberships: $10/person or $15/family.
NAKUSP & AREA COMMUNITY TRAILS SOCIETY: 

nakusptrails.ca • nakusptrails@gmail.com

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

MEET IZZY & NOVA
Izzy is 4 and Nova is 2 years 
old. These two pretty girls 
are friendly and affectionate.  
They are spayed and ready for 
their FOREVER HOME NOW! 

Please call PALS at 250-265-3792 
TODAY if you can help our lovely 
calico beauties!

by Claire Paradis
• Larch Landscape Architecture 

will prepare the final drawings and 
tender documents for the Downtown 
Revitalization Project for $7,000.

• Council received the Green 
Door Community Society Operational 
Business Plan. A request for a letter of 
support for the project will return to 
council in June, as both Mayor Karen 
Hamling and Councillor Ulli Mueller 
said they’d like more information. The 
proposed new building for the Green 
Door property includes a swimming 
pool, aquaponic greenhouse, youth 
centre, and a biomass boiler that will 
provide heat to the pool, building, 
greenhouse, and Nakusp Secondary 
School. It would provide a venue for 
swimming lessons, a permanent home 
for the youth centre, and production 
of vegetables and fish year-round. 
Box Lake Lumber has committed to 
supplying wood chips for the boiler.

• Several bylaws and bylaw 
amendments were introduced to 
incorporate regulations around cannabis. 
As per provincial regulations, tobacco 
and cannabis smoking and vaping is 
prohibited in places of public assembly, 
school and health board properties, 
and within six meters of doorways, 
window or air intakes. Cannabis smoking 
and vaping is further prohibited at 
playgrounds, sports fields, skateparks, 
and anywhere that children gather.

An amendment to the Business 
Licence Bylaw allows only one cannabis 
retail sales facility at a time in the Village, 
with hours restricted to 10:30 am-6 pm 
Monday through Saturday. A business 
licence for a cannabis retail facility will 
cost $150 plus $10 per 93 square metres. 

An amendment to the Fees & 
Charges Bylaw adds a $250 charge for 
the Village to assess applications for a 
licence to sell cannabis. Provincial law 
requires the Province to consult with the 
Village before issuing a licence.

• An amendment to the zoning 
bylaw around possible locations for a 
cannabis retailer will be reworked and 
brought back to council. The amendment 
presented to council required a 500-metre 
setback from schools, parks, beaches, 
playgrounds. As Councillor Mueller 
pointed out, this would leave only a 
couple of commercial spots along the 
highway as viable locations in Nakusp. 
Once the zoning bylaw amendment is 
given two readings, there will be a public 
hearing, likely this summer.

• Twenty-three Nakusp single-
family dwellings with R-3 zoning sit on 
lots that don’t meet the minimum parcel 
size. This is a problem because if these 
‘legal non-conforming’ buildings ever 
sustain more than 75% damage –by a 
house fire, for instance – they wouldn’t 
be allowed to be rebuilt. The Village 
gave two readings to a zoning bylaw 
amendment to allow any usage on those 

specific lots. A public hearing will be 
held before the amendment is adopted. 

• Election and Voting Assent, 
Animal Control Amendment (dog poop 
clean-up), and Reserve Establishment 
Bylaws were all adopted.

• The CAO reported that the 
leases with the Nakusp Senior Citizen 
Association, the Old Firehall Collective 
Society, and the Kinship Connection 
Society haven’t been registered with the 
BC Assessment Authority, so the groups 
haven’t been paying taxes and haven’t 
been formally granted permissive tax 
exemption status. The Old Firehall and 
Kinship Connection Societies haven’t 
been paying water and sewer either, 
as Village staff didn’t set up accounts 
for them at the time they rented the 
properties. Staff will notify the three 
groups that they will have to start 
paying their taxes and utilities starting 
in 2019 – but also that they can apply 
for a permissive tax exemption before 
July 2 this year. 

Nakusp currently has a cap on 
permissive tax exemptions of 2.5% 
of its total municipal taxation. CAO 
Taylor said that if all three organizations 
apply for permissive tax exemptions, 
it is possible that the 2.5% cap could 
be exceeded. She said council may 
proportionally grant exemptions to keep 
the total under the 2.5% cap. 

Taylor provided tax exemption 
data from other area municipalities for 
comparison, and Kaslo was the only one 
that currently gives more exemptions 
than Nakusp – a total of 3.2% of their 
municipal taxation. 

• The Society for Nakusp and 
Community Events will be putting 
on another July 1 celebration, and 
the Village is pitching in with in-kind 
services, assistance with insurance 
coverage, approval of the beer garden 
and food vendors, and a 50% fee waiver. 

• Another food vendor will be 
bringing its ‘Eats n Beats’ mobile stand 
to the Nakusp beach this summer. 
Council approved the design and size of 
the food cart.

• Recreation and Parks Director 
Terry Welsh told council that his 
department is hosting a youth sport 
coach training clinic. The clinic is funded 
by the Columbia Basin Trust and is 
being offered to volunteers from Kaslo, 

Nakusp council, May 28: Green Door business plan received
Slocan, Silverton, New Denver, Burton, 
Fauquier, Edgewood, Revelstoke, Trail, 
and Nelson.

Welsh proffered kudos to Dave 
Madden and his crew who installed the 
new pergola at the Spicer Garden on the 
walkway.

The Nakusp Hot Springs (NHS) 
continues to bring in increased revenues 
despite reduced visitor numbers to the 
pools, thanks to higher occupancy rates 
at the Cedar Chalets. The front counter 
and coffee bar renovations in the hot 
springs lobby have been completed, 
as have campground counter and sink 
replacements. “The work was conducted 
by Counter Intelligence and has resulted 
in a significant upgrade to the lobby 
areas,” Welsh writes in his report.

• Fire Chief Terry Warren gave his 
year-to-date report, and commented that 
the bush was very dry.

“Just like last year, we went right 
from flood into fires,” commented Mayor 
Karen Hamling.

The time for backyard burning is 
over, said Warren, who confirmed no 
permits will be issued. Campfires are 
still permitted. 

• Councillor Bill Tobey reported on 
his experience at the BC Community 
Forest Association Conference in Burns 
Lake. Tobey said he connected with the 
theme of “social license,” which involves 
public consultation. Although it can be a 
long process, projects using this method 
avoid conflict, legal fees, and delays, he 

said. The other hot topic at the conference 
was wildfires.

“Everybody had questions. 
Everybody wanted to know more,” said 
Tobey, who described the attitude of one 
presenter as “despairing” when it came to 
the government being proactive around 
wildfires. 

submitted by Andi Gabb
It’s good news for internet users in 

the Nakusp area who are frustrated with 
their current service and for Summit 
Lake residents, who still have dial-up as 
their only option. Columbia Wireless, the 
Nelson-based internet service provider 
(ISP), is progressing well with plans to 
bring their wireless internet service to 
Nakusp and area.

Following a presentation in Nakusp 
last fall, Ben Leslie, Columbia Wireless 
CEO, committed to expand to Nakusp 
and area if a sufficient level of support 
could be demonstrated. A petition was 
posted at the end of October and by 
Christmas, 150 signatures had been 
collected, representing over 100 homes 
and businesses. As a result, Leslie agreed 
to go ahead with plans to introduce the 
service in 2018.

Fast forward to mid-May 2018 and 
Columbia Wireless is taking action as 

promised. In a recent email, Leslie said: 
“We are full steam ahead working on two 
towers in your area just as we proposed 
last fall. We have just finished land 
surveying for both sites and are applying 
this week for the crown leases up there. 
We will start work as soon as we get the 
green light. Both tower frames are being 
ordered this week also. If all goes well, 
we could have service up and running 
this fall sometime.”

Columbia Wireless provides high-
speed internet throughout the Central 
Kootenay. Family owned and operated, 
the company’s 21 towers provide line-of-
sight service to residents and businesses 
across the region. Columbia Wireless 
offers a wireless internet service with 
download speeds of up to 15 mbps, fast 
enough to support video streaming of 
movies and face-to-face calling. For more 
information about Columbia Wireless 
visit http://columbiawireless.ca/. 

Columbia Wireless internet service 
expands into Nakusp and area

The Burton Fire Hall addition has been completed, providing adequate space and separate entrances 
for the pumper truck and water tender. The addition is on the right side in this photo. An automated 

ventilation system, emergency lighting, and new HardiPlank siding were also part of the $90,000 project.



The Valley Voice   June 14, 201820

EDUCATION

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

ADVERTISING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

TOWING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GSTAlongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

CARDS OF THANKS

COMING EVENTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
SINGLE PARENT HOMESCHOOLING 
YOUTH for medical reasons not able to 
seek employment. Your refundable bottles 
and cans will help! Call 250-352-9916 
Tues.-Thurs. Noon-4 pm to arrange for 
pickup. Thank you for your support!
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing 
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo 
and Area D with affordable housing. 
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday & 
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The 
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding 
for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/ 
Kaslo EDC.

THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 
will open July 3 in its new location 
on Slocan Ave behind Sweet Dreams 
Guesthouse. Come celebrate our new 
beginning! hiddengardengallery.ca

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where you 
will receive ongoing business training and 
coaching and usually financial support while 
you start your business. To learn more call 265-
3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures. We offer business 
loans, counseling & training; and deliver 
the Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

WE WOULD LIKE to express much gratitude 
and appreciation to the members of the Slocan 
Lake Golf Course who worked with Lucerne 
students in grades 4/5/6. The volunteers really 
shared their time and their skills. All students 
came away feeling like they learned a lot and 
were happy to have spent time on our local golf 
course. Many thanks to all of you!!!

4/5/6 BOTTLE DRIVE was a success! 
Thanks for sharing your recycling with us. 
The students hope to use the funds collected 
to go to Skye Trek in Revelstoke. As always, 
if we missed picking up your bottles and you 
need us to help collect them don’t hesitate 
to call 250-358-2284.

CHUCKLEBERRY FARM Gardening 
Workshop - Grow squash in straw while 
generating soil; Produce higher yields; 
Successfully transplant large healthy 
starts without shocking; Grow vertically; 
Bokashi speedy composting; Year-round 
microgreens; Interactive garden tour; Lunch 
and Garden Starts included. Grow your 
best garden ever! $75. Jon, 250-359-6669. 
Chuckleberrycommunity.ca
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens each 
Friday, 10 am to 2 pm, June through 
September, in downtown New Denver. 
Come to this beautiful market under shady 
maple trees for fresh organic local produce, 
flowers, delicious prepared food and local 
artisans’ wares. For info: 250-358-2774 or 
email ndfridaymarket@gmail.com.
SLOCAN LAKE FISHING SCHOOL 
– Saturday, June 16, 3:30 pm, Centennial 

Park, New Denver. Rain or Shine. A free, 
all ages event. Local guide Talbot Peyton 
will answer all your fishing questions. Draw 
for rod and tackle (thanks 358-Exchange!).
AGM OF THE ARROWTARIAN Senior 
Citizens Society, Monday, June 25 – 9 am, 
Phase 3 lounge 212 -7th Ave. Inf. 250-265-
2020 Non-Profit Senior Housing 55+.
NELSON DANCES OF UNIVERSAL 
PEACE circle celebrates 50th Anniversary 
of the Dances, Sunday June 24. Dances 
3-5 pm then potluck then Dances 7-9 
pm. Taghum Hall. Everyone welcome. 
Admission $20 (no one turned away for lack 
of funds) 250-359-6600 more info.
JAPANESE CANADIAN SUSHI Feast 
& Cultural Celebration at the Langham 
Friday June 15, 6 pm. Following 
commemorative sign unveiling ceremony 
at 2 pm, sushi feast and Angry Hen beer 
with performances by TASAI Collective 
and music by FREYA starting at 7:30 pm. 
www.thelangham.ca
VENDORS WANTED: Silverton’s Canada 
Day Popup Market. Saturday, June 30, 10 
am – 4 pm, 222 Lake Ave (The old Bigway). 
Table reservations $25 - Bring Your own 
table $15. Contact: 250-551-0287.

PIG ROAST & DANCE Saturday, June 
23 at the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold 
St., Slocan. Dinner served 6-8 pm, Dance 
8-10 pm. Tickets at Mountain Valley Station 
or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve. Tickets 
$20 ea. Legion members $15 ea. Dance 
only $10 ea. Music by Diamond Willow & 
Two for Tripping. The Legion welcomes 
members & guests.
T H E  S P I R I T  O F  S L O C A N 
COMMITTEE is preparing for our 3rd 
annual FAMILY FAIR DAY to be held on 
Sunday, September 2 in Slocan City and 
we welcome all Artisans and Vendors. For 
registration information please contact us 
at: spiritofslocan@gmail.com.

COLLEGE ESSAYS DRIVING YOU 
MAD? Don’t know what college to pick? 
Need help navigating admissions? We offer 
help with: Writing & composition (papers, 
essays, etc); Logic & critical thinking; 
Editing & commentary for thesis and final 
papers; Statistics and maths; and much 
more! We also offer guidance for college 
admissions and finding the right course 
to apply to. Reach us at interdisciplined@
gmail.com and let us know how we can help!
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to attune oneself with the presence of God. 
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul/
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New 
Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 358-7904. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build 
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at 
www.proudofmydog.ca

Red Cross Lake Swim: Preschool-Level 
8. Mon-Fri, Jul 16-27 (excluding wknd). 
Afternoons. $60-$75. Slocan Lake.
Swim to Survive: Basic training in 
the skills to survive and help others 
with unexpected falls into deep water. 
Children. Jul 17 & 19, 11:30-1 pm. 
Adults. July 24 & 26, 5-6:30 pm. FREE. 
MUST PRE-REGISTER. Slocan Lake.

SPRING SPECIAL CHIMNEY 
SWEEPS - Now booking! Last year’s 
rate. WETT certified. Call or email to find 
out which day we are coming to your area. 
Redpointchimney.com 250-354-3489.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WILDFIRE HAS NO MERCY. Be 
prepared. Rooftop apparatus or sprinklers, 
$31.25. Call 250-365-6887.
SIX PERSON TENT. Never used. $160. 
250-358-2440.
CEDAR POSTS, 12’x 4-6”. 25 ea. Hand 
peeled and dry. Untreated. Delivered to 
Nakusp or New Denver, $22 each, Pick-up 
$18 each. Elvendal Farm, Hills. 358-2660.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

EXPERIENCED LINE COOK wanted 
at the Kaslo Clubhouse Restaurant. 
Accommodation available. Call 250-353-
2262.
PASSMORE LABORATORY is looking 
for a mature person to help run water 
tests, enter data, prepare media - part time 
(1-2 days per week). Reside in Winlaw to 
Crescent Valley. Experience helpful. Please 
send your resume/personal information to 
4240 Passmore Upper Road, Winlaw, BC 
V0G 2J0.

RED KAYAK and iPHONE in Life Proof 
case in Slocan River by the green house near 
Winlaw. Call 250-226-7636.

HU HAS BEEN USED for thousands of 
years as a prayer, mantra and sacred chant 

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 

• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

CLASSIFIED ADS
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PETS
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SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
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proportional representation are feeling 
optimistic with Attorney-General 
David Eby’s announcement of the 
referendum question.

“It’s great to have a clear and fair 
question for the referendum. Now we 
can get to work on reaching as many 
voters as possible in our community 
over the next six months,” says Ann 
Remnant, Fair Vote Canada Kootenay 
leader.

The huge response to the online 
consultation – at 91,000 it’s the 
biggest in BC history – shows that 
BC voters care deeply about this 
issue. Both the proposed question 
and legislation are based on public 
feedback the ministry received.

“There is a lot of great stuff to 
celebrate in Eby’s recommendation 
to the BC cabinet”, adds Remnant. 
“All the systems on the ballot deliver 
strong local representation, more voter 
choice, fair election results, and ensure 
that almost every voter will make 
a contribution to electing an MLA. 
All models are easy to use for voters 
and ensure representation from every 
region of the province”.

Notable in the announcement are 
the following points:

No significant increase in the size 
of the legislature.

No region of the province will 
have fewer MLAs than it currently 

Kootenay FairVoters applaud clear referendum question
has.

No political party will be eligible 
to get a seat if they receive less than 
5% of the overall vote in the province 
or region.

Elections BC will be in charge of 
public education and financing.

No union or corporate money.
Values important to voters 

such as strong local and regional 
representation will be protected. 
“Concerns that electoral reform will 
diminish local and rural representation 
have now been put to rest. This is 
especially important for us in the 
Kootenays”, says Remnant.

A two-part question gives voters 
first a choice between proportional 
representation and FPTP, and 
then offers three made-for-BC 
proportional representation models. 
The referendum ballot gives voters 
plenty of choice, even those who 
don’t want change can participate in 
the second question by choosing one 
system, ranking the systems according 
to their preference, or not expressing 
any preference. All votes will count.

This referendum is ultimately a 
question of modernizing our voting 
system to make it fair. No party with 
40% of the vote should be handed all 
of the power. Over 17 years of polls 
show that a strong majority of voters 
agree with this principle and the 
evidence backs that up. It’s no wonder 
we see so many grassroots groups 

organizing to support this change.
“It’s time for a healthier, less 

confrontational kind of politics. This 
proposed legislation is an excellent 
start to a better democracy in BC.”
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Summer Hours!
Monday to Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Sunday
11 am - 3 pm

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
11:30 AM - 8 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

ADVERTISING

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

submitted
Dances of Universal Peace are 

circle dances done to live music, using 
chants and sacred phrases from many 
spiritual traditions, which encourage 
feelings of joy and peace. Everyone 
is welcomed in, the steps and words 
taught then experienced together. 

These dances were first created 
by Samuel Lewis (1896-1971), a 
spiritual seeker from San Francisco, 
who travelled the world sharing 
seeds and horticultural knowledge 
and studying with senior teachers of 
many traditions. His concern was for 
ending hunger and promoting world 
peace. Seeing a universal message in 
all spiritual traditions, he nurtured a 
vision of spreading peace by having 
people of all faiths eat, dance and pray 
together. 

Sam was inspired by his 

Dances of Universal Peace 50th anniversary celebration Sunday June 24
encounters with and teachings from 
modern dance pioneer Ruth St. Denis 
and Sufi Master Hazrat Inayat Khan 
and visions of these dances started to 
come to him. On June 24, 1968 – 50 
years ago – Sam led the first Dance 
gathering. Since then, the dances 
have multiplied and spread all over 
the world. 

The Dances of Universal Peace 
have been active in the Slocan Valley 
and Nelson area since the early 1980s. 
On Sunday June 24, the Nelson Dances 
of Universal Peace circle is holding a 
special event to commemorate this 
50th anniversary of the Dances at 
Taghum Hall starting at 3 pm. There 
will be a potluck dinner with dances 
before and after. The dances run from 
3-5 pm and 7-9 pm. Admission $20, 
but no one will be turned away for lack 
of funds. The dance leaders’ hope is to 

reach all those in the area whose lives 
have been touched by the dances and 
for whom they hold special memories 
and to encourage newcomers of all 

ages as well. 
Everyone is welcome on June 

24 to eat, dance and pray together to 
honor this auspicious occasion. More 

than 110 DUP circles globally will 
be holding similar celebrations. For 
more information call 250-359-6600 
or email nelsondances @gmail.com.

The Dances of Universal Peace have been active in the Slocan Valley and Nelson area since the early 1980s. 
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With great reverence for our natural environment, Half Moon Herbals is building herb gardens using permaculture 
principals as well as wild harvesting, and reclaiming disturbed lands using polycultures that will build soil and help 
the work of ecosystem restoration.  From the medicinal herbs grown and gathered, medicine is made and remedies 
provided at the Kaslo Farmers Market, through trade and/or to CSA members in the local community.  Centered in 
Johnsons Landing.  Contact:  nbarsoum101@gmail.com; or see Half Moon Herbals on Facebook.
The Lardeau Valley Agriculture Showcase Project
Lardeau Valley is a West Kootenay bread basket!  Support your local farmers and buy local!!

Brought to you by                                       ; lardeauvalley.wordpress.com

submitted
July 1 will finally see the re-

opening of the historic Silverton 
Gallery, a much-loved venue that 
has been closed for the past four 
years and sorely missed. A pro-active 
village council and the Slocan Lake 
Arts Council secured funding to meet 
fire standards and bring the grand old 
girl back to life. 

$400,000 has been spent thus 
far on heating, cooling and venting 
systems plus fire suppression systems 
throughout the two-story building, so 
once again the doors will be open 
for the business of art, culture, art 
education and entertainment. 

The Silverton Gallery has served 
for the past 37 years as a cultural hub 
for the Slocan Lake area, featuring 
dances, theatre performances, 
musical entertainment and art 
exhibitions, as well as many hands-
on educational opportunities in the 

Canada Day in Silverton: Gallery re-opens
ground level workshop area. 

This Canada Day, in addition 
to the village’s usual offerings, the 
Slocan Lake Arts Council will host 
a variety of events in the gallery, 
including a visual collage of past 
gallery events by local photographer 
Carla Nemiroff, and the ever-popular 
Great Canadian Dog Show at 2 pm. 

The community art show will 
kick things off the evening before, 
June 30 at 7 pm, with a gala reception. 
The exhibition will be open during 
Canada Day and run until July 8, 11 
to 4 daily. 

The official ribbon cutting 
ceremony is at 1 pm on July 1, 
followed by a tour through the 
building with light refreshments and 
live entertainment including local 
Celtic trio Fiddle Dee Dee until 4 pm.

A highlight of the festivities is 
an evening dance with Holly Hyatt, 
Jon Burden & Friends, among 

them sax player Clinton Swanson, 
who many will remember from the 
Winter Blues Boogie. Doors open 
at 8:30, admission is by donation 
(suggested $15), band starts at 9 pm 
with breaks for the fireworks. Door 
prizes of free gallery memberships 

and refreshments will be available. 
Everyone is  welcome to 

come see the progress made by 
hardworking volunteers to revive the 
interior to match the technological 
improvements. 

More fund-raising events are 

forthcoming to complete many tasks; 
your energy and ideas are welcome. 
Memberships will be available 
for purchase; consider being on a 
committee to help launch a new 
era of cultural inspiration in our 
neighbourhood.

submitted
Kootenay Co-op Radio has 

begun its annual fundraising and 
membership drive. For the entire 
month of June, KCR is asking 
listeners and supporters to step up 
and show that they value the work 
the co-op does in the community. 

It is vital that people recognize 
the importance of truly local media 
– media that is not controlled by 
corporations or advertising dollars but 
is beholden to community members. 
Kootenay Co-op Radio works under 
the Seven Co-op Principles and each 
of these principles influences how 
decisions are made at the station.  

This month will see KCR hosting 
live music events at The Royal on 
Baker (Saturday, June 16) and Hall 
Street Plaza (Friday, June 29). The 
annual ‘All Things Music’ record 
swap will once again take place 
at the station, and at numerous 
booths around the area listeners and 
supporters can talk to the staff who 
will answer questions, hand out 
program schedules and, of course, 
sell memberships. 

Membership income makes 
up approximately 1/3 of KCR’s 
operational budget so the annual 
drive is very important to maintain 
the quality of broadcasting at the 

Kootenay Co-op Radio looking for support
station. Everything from equipment 
purchases to the number of staff 
hours is influenced by this drive. 
KCR strives to give listeners some 
of the most eclectic, high-quality 
radio you can’t find anywhere and 
is continually validated with awards 
from the National Campus and 
Community Radio Association. The 
co-op is proud to offer some of the 
best community radio in the country 
and plans to continue this for many 
years to come. 

Please consider renewing or 
becoming a member of Kootenay 
Coop Radio. If you’re already a 
member, consider becoming a 
monthly member. If you’re already 
a monthly member, consider 
increasing your monthly contribution 
or simply make a donation. Visit 
kootenaycoopradio.com for details.

Support the 
Valley Voice with a 

voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order 

to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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The 12th annual fishing derby 

hosted by Slocan’s Fire Department, 
Rescue Society, and First Responders 
was held on June 2. By all counts 
it was a resounding success. The 
weather was perfect and, as always, 
the derby was heavily supported by 
merchants and individuals from New 
Denver to Crescent Valley, and from 
Nelson and Castlegar. Folks from far 
and wide enjoy Slocan Lake and are 
very willing to support the men and 
women who are working to ensure the 
safety of everyone using it. 

Along with the cash prizes for the 
largest fish, there were a plethora of 
draw prizes and a silent auction. As 
a fundraising event, it matched the 
previous best year for dollars raised. 
As a popular event, it exceeded all 
other fishing derbies held by the 
three organizations. There were 200 
tickets sold and more than 60 anglers 
registered to fish that day. 

The winning fish, brought in by 

Slocan fishing derby was a fundraising success
Gene Hird, was a bull trout measuring 
65 cm and weighing 6.83 lbs. Second 
place was a 5.7 lb rainbow trout 
landed by Bonnie Lister. Third place 
was another rainbow caught by 

Delaine Hird. There were also some 
honourable-mention fish brought in by 
young people. Austin Popoff brought 
in a 2.24 lb fish and Aleah Larson a 
0.48 lb rainbow. They both received 

prizes for their accomplishments.
The winning ticket in the Rescue 

Society’s canoe raffle was held by 
Goody Niosi of Silverton, who took 
home a beautiful 17-foot Clipper 

Prospector canoe with two paddles 
and life jackets. 

The event included a food 
concession, and music from a 20-piece 
Revelstoke band.

The winning fish, brought in by Gene Hird, was a bull trout measuring 65 cm and weighing 6.83 lbs. Second place was a 5.7 lb rainbow trout landed by Bonnie Lister. 


