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When it’s about health care, the community rallies. About 200 people came out to the Slocan Community Health Centre on Friday, May 25 on very short notice to be part of “a massive public show of indignation.”

New Denver area rallies to support the Slocan Community Health Centre

by Jan McMurray
When it’s about health care, the
community rallies. About 200 people
came out to the Slocan Community
Health Centre on Friday, May 25
on very short notice to be part of “a
massive public show of indignation.”
Colin Moss, chair of the Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce Health
Committee, started spreading the
word about the rally on the evening
of Thursday, May 24. In less than 24
hours, the community was mobilized
in a big way.
The rally was called after an

Interior Health representative
reportedly discouraged an interested
physician from applying for one of the
two vacant positions in New Denver.
The IH representative reportedly told
Dr. Candace Munro that the future
status of the Slocan Community Health
Centre (SCHC) is uncertain, and that
her overhead costs would be high at
the SCHC clinic.
Dr. Munro found out about the
vacancies at SCHC via the video
produced by ICandy Films for the
Slocan District Chamber of Commerce
Health Committee. Having just finished

her residency in Goose Bay, Labrador,
she came here with her husband
and young child at the beginning of
May to ‘try out’ New Denver. Now,
after her conversation with the IH
representative, Dr. Munro is reportedly
having second thoughts. She and her
family are currently away on vacation.
About an hour before the 4 pm
rally, Interior Health responded to our
request for an interview by issuing the
following statement from Dr. Ertel,
VP Medicine and Quality. “Interior
Health would like to apologize for
any confusion that has resulted from

discussions we have had with a
physician interested in one of our
vacant positions in New Denver. Those
discussions would be part of a physician
hiring process for any position in any
community, but we recognize, in this
case, that they have created concerns
for local residents. New Denver has
done a tremendous job of highlighting
what this community has to offer
physicians, and it is great news that
there is a physician expressing interest
in coming to New Denver. I want to
stress that Interior Health remains
committed to bringing new physicians
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to New Denver to support sustainable
local health care services.”
Karl Hardt, IH Communications,
reported that Dr. Ertel had also spoken
with Dr. Chuck Burkholder in New
Denver, and IH had connected with
New Denver Mayor Ann Bunka on
this issue.
In an interview, Colin Moss
commented, “It’s easy to make an
apology after the damage has been
done. We hope the damage can be
undone and Dr. Munro will decide to
stay.”
continued on page 2
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New Denver area rallies to support the Slocan Community Health Centre
continued from page 1
At the rally, New Denver Mayor
Ann Bunka thanked everyone for
coming out. “We know how to fight
for what we want,” she said. “The
minister’s office and MLA Katrine
Conroy’s office were very busy fielding
phone calls and emails from community
members all day, so you brought it to
their attention pretty darn quick.”
Mayor Bunka said she spoke to
Karen Bloemink and Dr. Mike Ertel
of IH, and to Ministry of Health staff,

and they all told her that there are no
changes in the status of the health
centre. She was also told that Dr. Ertel
will be coming to New Denver to meet
with Dr. Candace Munro.
Colin Moss also spoke at the
rally. He explained that the local
health committee has been meeting
with IH monthly “in good faith and
we had hoped they were negotiating
openly and honestly… Last night,
we were led to believe that an
Interior Health representative had

conducted themselves unethically and
unacceptably. We have had a day to
settle down and IH has assured us that
nothing has changed.”
Moss told the crowd that the aim
of the rally was to show Interior
Health, the Ministry of Health and
MLA Katrine Conroy how quickly the
community can mobilize. He reminded
the crowd that in January, IH rescinded
the decision to reduce ER hours at the
health centre just 24 hours after IH, the
MLA, and the ministry received a flood

of emails and phone calls from area
citizens opposing the proposed cuts.
During our interview, Moss said
the valley community has shown its
commitment and dedication to the
health centre once again. “We’ll take
this to the provincial legislature if we
have to. If IH is going to stand in our
way, that has to be dealt with by the
Ministry of Health.”
He said the health committee
understands that it’s a certain type of
person who will want to live in New

Denver. “There is more than one doctor
out there who will love this location.
We’re going to fill both those positions.
We’re just getting started.”
The local health committee includes
members of the Village councils of New
Denver, Silverton, and Slocan, Area H
Director Walter Popoff, Fire Chief Len
Casley, Colin Moss, and a few other
Chamber members. The committee
works with the SCHC Auxiliary and
the Friends and Family of Pavilion
Residents Council.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson
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•

• the go-to hub for watershed groups
a voice for watershed stewardship across the Basin
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Questions? Email: cbwn.coordinator@gmail.com
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Marilyn James and Eric Day cut the ribbon to officially open the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary

Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary officially opens
by Jan McMurray
The grand opening of the
Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary at the
north end of Slocan Lake was held
the afternoon of May 24.
Hosted by Wayne McCrory of the
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology, the
ceremonies opened with a blessing
by Marilyn James, Smum Iem
Matriarch, Sinixt Nation. “I am very
grateful to be invited to share Sinixt
name places with the people,” she

said. ‘Snk’mip’ means ‘head of the
lake’ in the Sinixt language.
James spoke of the importance
of water and wetlands, the privilege
to live near this clean water, and our
responsibility to keep it clean. She
applauded the Valhalla Foundation
and everyone who contributed to the
fund to purchase the property.
“The Sinixt have been here for
12,500 years and it’s good to be
recognized and bring this land back

in standing with the Sinixt,” she said
before making a tobacco offering.
Wayne McCrory spoke of Merle
Hammond, a fish and wildlife
biologist who lived in Silverton
and started Silverton Building
Supplies. When he passed away
23 years ago, he left the Valhalla
Wilderness Society a small donation
to protect wetlands. “Merle must
have had a vision about capacities
because his small but beautiful
bequest came through,” he said, and
thanked everyone for helping to raise
$350,000 to buy the property.
Area H Director Walter Popoff
also spoke. “This is more than a
marsh – it’s a natural treasure that
should and will be protected. We
are privileged to have organizations
like the Valhalla Foundation that
recognize ecologically sensitive
areas and protect them.”
Marilyn James and Eric
Day, a former Hills resident with
a deep connection to the marsh,
cut the ribbon to officially open
the sanctuary. The enjoyment of
Madeleine’s chocolate cake was the
final touch to the ceremony.
Throughout the afternoon,
resource people were available to
engage with people about the birds,
bats, bugs, plants, and animals of the
marsh, and there was a knapweedpulling party. Schoolchildren had
come to the marsh on a field trip
that morning.
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Legal pot still illegal at the border: US says it’s worse than fentanyl
the issues Canadians may face as
they try to cross the border after
legalization.
Although marijuana is legal (to
some degree) in 30 states including
Washington, crossing the border with
pot is still illegal. And using it in states
where it is legal could still get you in
trouble. The borders are secured by
the American federal government’s
Customs and Border Patrol, and the
federal Controlled Substances Act lists
cannabis as a Schedule 1 drug — on
a par with heroin and LSD and more
dangerous than fentanyl or cocaine.

submitted
The BC government is launching
a new primary health care strategy to
deliver faster and improved access to
health care in all parts of the province,
Premier John Horgan has announced.
At the heart of the strategy is a new
focus on team-based care that will see
government fund and recruit 200 family
doctors, 200 nurse practitioners and
other health professionals, to put patients
back at the centre of health care delivery.
The expansion of team-based care is
a key component of the Confidence and
Supply Agreement with the BC Green
Party caucus.
“The kind of care people need, and
how it’s delivered, has to change. It’s
no longer as simple as a doctor-patient
relationship,” said Premier Horgan.
Through the provincial health
authorities, the Province will offer
graduating medical residents and nurse
practitioners the opportunity to start their
careers within primary-care networks
in team-based practices on alternative
payment arrangements, instead of the
traditional fee-for-service payment plan.
This means new doctors can benefit
from the experience and knowledge of
other health care professionals, receive
a steady level of compensation to offset
any student debt they may have, and
access benefits.
A recent survey conducted by the
Society of General Practitioners of BC
found a majority of resident doctor
respondents felt an alternative physicianpayment model could promote the
delivery of comprehensive patient
care. The survey also found that worklife balance, including being part of
a group practice or team-based care,
access to vacation and parental leave,
and the ability to reduce debt, were all
considered important factors that would
influence decisions to practise family
medicine.
A new outreach team will begin
recruitment efforts this summer.
As part of the new strategy, the
government will put in place:
Primary care networks: The
backbone of the team-based approach,
allowing patients access to a full range
of health-care options from maternity to
end of life, streamlining referrals from
one provider to another, and providing
better support to family physicians,
nurse practitioners, and other primary
health care providers.
Urgent primary care centres: These
centres will be new, and will both
provide primary care to patients who

currently do not have a family doctor
or nurse practitioner, and weekend and
after-hours care, taking pressure off
hospital emergency departments. A total
of 10 centres will be established over the
next 12 months.
Community health centres: These
health centres will bring together health
and broader social services to improve
access to health promotion, preventive
care, and ongoing services. Each of
these centres will be designed and
developed in line with the needs of their
communities and fully integrated into
local primary care networks.
Health Minister Adrian Dix added
that government will implement
additional technology solutions to help
bring health care even closer to home
for people, particularly those in rural and
remote areas of the province. This will
include more use of telehealth services
that bring patient and provider together
online, and new digital home health
monitoring technology.
The BC Health Coalition applauds
the announcements, saying this strategy
indicates a change of approach and a
system-wide transformation of primary
care.
“Primary health care is not one size
fits all. People need to be able to access
the type of health care worker that can
best address their needs – this might
be a physiotherapist, a social worker,
a pharmacist, or a doctor,” says Edith
MacHattie, BCHC co-chair. “Providing
team-based care will better meet the
needs of British Columbians.”
The BC Health Coalition says it will
continue to work with the Ministry of
Health and to advocate for community
participation and evidence-based models
as these services and programs are
developed.
Meanwhile, the BC Nurses’ Union
welcomes the changes but asks, “Where
are the nurses?”
“Registered nurses should be
utilized in RN First Assist and RN First
Call which are advanced primary care
practices,” said president Christine
Sorensen. “Our hope is that the province
puts measures in place to ensure that
nurse practitioners do not become
physician extenders but rather increase
the capacity of primary care.”
The government’s Labour Market
Outlook (2017 edition) projects a need
for over 23,000 registered and psychiatric
nurses between 2017 and 2027. They are
labelled as high demand positions amid a
global nursing shortage that is currently
being experienced in BC as well.

BC government’s primary health-care
strategy focuses on faster, team-based care

“US Customs and Border
Protection [CPB] enforces the
laws of the United States,” says a
spokesperson. “Although medical
and recreational marijuana are legal
in some US states and Canada, the
sale, possession, production and
distribution of marijuana remain illegal
under US federal law. Consequently,
crossing the border with marijuana
is prohibited and could result in
fines, apprehension or both … US
federal law prohibits the importation
of marijuana and CBP officers will
continue to enforce that law.”
“One of the major questions that
people have been asking about Bill
C-45,” says Jaffer, “is whether they
should tell the truth or lie about their
previous cannabis use after the bill
has been passed … the best option is
simply not to answer at all. Disclosing
your past cannabis usage could be
enough to have you barred from the
US for life.”
But lying to border officials could
have the same penalty plus fraud
charges. Jaffer’s advice is to turn
around and go home, try again later
and hope you get a different officer
who doesn’t ask that question.
Asked whether the question of
past marijuana use would be asked
more often once C-45 is passed, the
CPB spokesperson would say only,
“Questioning is done on a case-bycase basis taking into account the
totality of circumstances encountered
during the inspection.”
If you have been arrested for
cannabis-related offences, legalization
won’t protect you from being barred

from the US. American border officials
focus on your criminal record, not on
your pardon.
And if you own or work for a legal
cannabis business, the CBP would
consider it “association with drug
trafficking” and could bar you – and
possibly your family – from the US
permanently.
Jaffer quotes a committee member:
“We’re saying to the Americans, ‘It’s
your call what to do, but possession
is going to be legal in Canada on this

date, and after that we would ask,
as a government, that you take into
account that it’s legal when you deal
with Canadians crossing the border.’
That’s all we can do.”

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR FISH
LAKE TOAD CONSERVATION STUDY

PHOTO: MARCY MAHR

by Katrine Campbell
Once Bill C-45 is passed by the
federal government, legalizing the
recreational use of marijuana, “many
Canadians could find themselves at
odds with American law enforcement
as they cross the border,” says
BC Senator Mobina Jaffer. She is
deputy chair of the Senate Standing
Committee on National Security and
Defence, which has been “studying
the issue as it relates to Canada’s
borders.”
Jaffer has just issued an
information package which describes

Adult female western road on Hwy. 31A at Fish Lake.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TOAD CONSERVATION STUDY AT FISH LAKE
• In June – July, volunteer for a few nights a week to spend 1-2 hours just
after dark moving migrating adult toads off Highway 31A at Fish and Bear
lakes. Female toads are killed each year while crossing the highway to breed
carrying some 12,000 eggs that won’t become toadlets.
• In August, volunteer during the day at the Fish Lake rest stop to help monitor
toadlet migrations and talk to the public.
Training provided and mileage costs reimbursed.
Please contact: Wayne McCrory, waynem@vws.org 250-358-7796
Marcy Mahr, marcy@netidea.com 250-358-2660
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OPINION

Health care
crisis

WOW! We are distressed
with what apparently is and is not
happening. Our communities in the
Slocan Valley have no future without
functional medical and educational
facilities.
Valdis Vilks
Silverton

Wildlife
wisdom

Thank you Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society for all the
interesting wildlife information that
appears in the bold block boxes
published regularly in the Valley
Voice. I am always interested in
what goes on around me outside of
the human condition. I just wish I
could remember all the wild wisdom
you offer.
Rowena Eloise
Nelson

Vandalism
report

On May 17, 2018 I attended the
Sinixt occupation camp and pithouse
site in Vallican. I found that the
kitchen had been vandalized – sink
turned upside down, broken dishes,
and broken window. This structure
is the current residence of Lola and
Aggie Campbell. Lola and Aggie
have been away conducting annual
root harvest in the US. I had been
checking every other day, as the
responsible matriarch of Smum Iem.
I cannot say WHO did the deed
other then it appears to be an act
of a mad dog. I am left to wonder
who might do such violence on the
Sinixt ancestral burial grounds and
pithouse site.
What can be said. I know the
community at large acknowledges
the site as sacred to the Sinixt. This
site represents the resting place for
64 ancestral remains repatriated by
the Sinixt and reburied on this very
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site. I can only say that I am saddened
by this act and to warn whoever did
this act that the ancestors know who
you are. What can be done? What
we always do – clean up the mess,
and wonder. We are so grateful for
the community love, support, and
clean-up assistance.
Marilyn James
Smum Iem Matriarch
Sinixt Nation

Kinder Morgan
bailout to trample
Indigenous rights?

It’s hard to imagine taxpayer money
going into the Kinder Morgan project.
Investors recognized a year ago that
the Trans Mountain pipeline made no
commercial sense. According to a recent
article in the Tyee, bitumen from the
tar sands is going to the Bellingham Anacortes area in Washington, where it is
refined and then sold into the Vancouver
market at a whopping profit.
Only 43 of the around 200 First
Nations groups impacted by this project
have signed agreements, which in and of
themselves do not constitute consent. It
seems more and more likely that it can be
proven in court that the Liberal government
under Mr. Trudeau fixed the outcome
of any consultation with First Nations
beforehand. If this is so, that means the end
of this ill-conceived project.
The federal government seems
unwilling to test the possibility of cleaning
up a dilbit spill because they know that it
can’t be cleaned up.
So in the end, what’s going on? Is this
all about ensuring continued profits for
the big oil companies at the expense of
all of us? There have been many lies told
about this project, not the least of which is
‘demand from Asian markets for bitumen.’
The tankers which load in Burrard Inlet are
heading around the corner to Washington
state, not anywhere else. What this shows
us is the Liberal government’s disregard
for the environment and the people who
live in it.
Harvey Armstrong
Kaslo

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Check our website and Facebook page for all
the June events!

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

No taxpayer money Weed ease?
BC just passed a law for drivers who
for pipelines
get high behind the wheel. Anyone in the

It is obvious who runs Canada now.
The oil companies. The non-sense Trudeau
is spouting that we need more tar sands oil
developed and a new pipeline to get it to
market in order to meet our commitment
to reduce CO2 emissions is pure hog
wash. The notion that economic growth
is the only answer to our problems is also
bulls--t. They say the first rule of holes is to
stop digging. When we take back the world
from the capitalists whose only interest is
making a profit from exploiting the planet,
there may be a chance for some humans
and other species of life to survive into the
future. The longer we wait, the deeper we
get into the Sixth Mass Extinction Event
we are currently living through. This is no
time to fear change. Changing away from
the fossil fueled world of today toward an
alternately energized world of tomorrow
and doing it as quickly as possible may
give your children and grandchildren a
chance. If we don’t start the change soon,
well, things will continue to degrade
until all hell breaks loose. No taxpayer
money for pipelines. Taxpayer money for
alternative energy sources.
The Kinder Morgan pipeline
expansion project is too risky for the
economy, climate, coast, and progress on
Indigenous reconciliation.
Michael Brown
New Denver

vehicle, passengers included, who is high
on marijuana (edible or smoke), will be
subject to a lengthy interrogation at the
police station with a 12-step check by a
certified drug-recognition expert.
Legalizing weed was supposed to
be a carefree, fun undertaking, with
most politicians and the public behind
it. Trudeau’s win in the last federal
election was a success with cannabis
and the youth vote. Now the money
bells are ringing and drivers who fail the
impairment test will wish they never tried
pot. Same with their passengers who
are deemed high and intoxicated. Fail
that cop shop test and fines of $5,000 to
$10,000 and even six months in jail could
harsh your mellow vibe.
If this is legalization, please forget
the whole thing. Get ready for profiling,
abuse, and constitutional challenges.
To add insult, even if you manage to
pass the RCMP 12-step test, you can
still be penalized! When you try and
cross the USA border and the guard
asks if you smoke weed, and you lie: all
this computer information of your last
encounter with the RCMP over weed will
be at his fingertips. The USA can refuse
you entry if you smoke marijuana or have
smoked it in the past. Alcohol users are
of course granted entry.
Sorry Canada, appointing an ex-
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police chief named Blair to oversee the
legalization was the first mistake. Now
it will be riches for the government and
persecution and stigma for the weed user,
how sad and predictable. Stop pretending
to be progressive, Canada. The world is
watching and our steps at legalization are
detrimental and embarrassing.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Do-it-yourself
mosquito control

Oh well, deja-vu again. First of
all, mosquitoes are a part of the natural
envrionment, and personal comfort is
not a good reason to destroy a species
in a food chain.
All mosquito extermination
campaigns worldwide failed. All
experts worldwide agree – there is no
100% solution to eradicate mosquitoes,
because about 3,500 varieties exist, and
many are specific to humans. Mosquito
season is only for about three months,
June until August. Nine months are
mosquito free.
What other measures should be
taken to control mosquitoes? You can
help control mosquito populations
by preventing them from breeding.
Natural predators provide some control
of mosquito populations because they
eat their larvae. Predators include: fish,
frogs, beetles, dragonflies, water bugs,
and birds that live on or around water.
Eliminate any standing water to
prevent mosquitoes from laying their
eggs (breeding) in standing water.
Mosquitoes lay their eggs in still standing
water. In ponds, adding a fountain or
waterfall increases water circulation
and reduces the stagnation that allows
mosquitoes to breed. In pastures and
low-lying areas adjacent to the river,
provide strategically placed drainage
ditches so the water can keep moving –
and it will drain faster as soon as flood
season subsides. Clean out buckets,
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
bird baths, gutters, tires, and anything
else that holds water and other areas
where rainwater may collect. Even 28
ml (1 oz) of standing water can support
a population of larvae.
Keep grass cut. Mosquitoes will use
grass to hide from the summer sun during
the day, but will come out in the evening.
Use screens on windows and doors. Use
safe insect repellents to prevent getting
bitten. Dress in light-coloured clothing,
long pants, and long sleeves and try
to avoid areas where mosquitoes are
present. Protect yourself throughout the
summer season with a mosquito suit.
I don’t see why we should pay
for aerial spraying. A new tax will be
raised to pay for such a program and all
residents will have to pay it.
Karin Leja
Winlaw

Wreakreation
proposed by
Retallack-Lower
Kootenay Band

I was looking forward to spring
after this long winter but my joy has
been deflated by the machinations of the
Wilderness Industrial Complex. Among
the spate of new proposals are logging
in my home watershed (Kalesnikoff
Lumber), heli-ski expansion in the
Jumbo area (Stellar Heli-Skiing) and
approval of a rally car driving track in
the Bonningtons (Snowwater Resort).
Those of us who have worked hard to keep
Jumbo Wild are particularly shocked by the
Retallack - Lower Kootenay Band proposal
for year-round helipcopter recreation in the
South Purcells. Heli-skiing, heli-biking
and heli-hiking in the few remaining wild,
intact valleys south and west of the Purcell
Wilderness Conservancy would be a huge
blow to the whole Purcells. This 71,000-ha
proposal would mean sensitive populations
of wolverine, caribou, grizzly, mountain
goats and others, would have to deal with
dozens of helicopter flights every day, year
round. The 161 km of proposed biking
trails would impact pristine and in some
cases rare alpine meadow ecosystems.
This proposal merits a new spelling of
‘wreckreation.’
People are asking, “Yeah, but how do
we oppose the Lower Kootenay Band as
a First Nation?”
First of all, a large part of this proposed
tenure is in unceded Sinixt territory (height
of the Purcells in the east, to height of the
Monashees in the west). Neither the legal
status of the Sinixt (extinct for the purposes
of the Indian Act) nor the Ktunaxa claims
to Sinixt territory through the colonial
land claims process does anything to
change this.
Secondly, it is not only possible,
but necessary for people, be they settler
or First Nations, to speak up about their
inherent values. Some folks of the Lower
Kootenay Band are opposed to this
proposal also. Lower Kootenay Band
Elder Robert Louie Sr. said in a press
release that he is prepared to do anything
to stop the marriage between Retallack
and his band council. “I know this valley
from one end of the Kootenay Lake to the

other. The development will have profound
detrimental and devastating effects on the
(local) people and surrounding areas and
wildlife...” We can join our voices to theirs
and the Sinixt in respectfully and firmly
rejecting this devastating proposal.
This is a moment to ask ourselves:
what are land, water, snow and air for?
Who are they for? How long can we as
humans expand our industrial uses of the
basic elements of life before the entire
system comes tumbling down around our
ears. Are we really willing to live with
the blade of ecosystem collapse at our
throats in the name of rich people’s fun?
The Wilderness Industrial Complex will
take everything we do not actively defend.
Comment on this ‘Jumbo South’
proposal before June 13, at hpps://arfd.
gov.bc.ca and search for file #4405893.
For further information or to express your
point of view, Quote file # 4405893 and
contact: Christine Lohr, Land Officer,
Kootenay Boundary Region, Christine.
Lohr@gov.bc.ca, cc to: Doug Donaldson,
at FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca, cc to:
Michelle Mungall, MLA, at michelle.
mungallMLA@leg.bc.ca
K.L. Kivi
Bird Creek

Fairness in
Kaslo’s sewer
system expansion

On Wednesday May 16, 23 member
owners of Kaslo’s Specified Sewer Area
#1 (SSA #1) met to discuss how the issue
of “fairness” could/should be achieved
in Kaslo’s Liquid Waste Management
Plan (LWMP).
Not all SSA #1 member owners
were able to attend the May 16 meeting,
nor will all member owners be able
to attend the LWMP Open House
scheduled for May 23. The SSA #1
member owners wish to advise however
that they cannot support an LWMP
which does not adequately address
the issue of ‘fairness.’ To that end, the
SSA #1 member owners wish to advise
that: Public engagement to date has not
adequately informed and engaged the
residents of Kaslo. The ‘Open House’
format does not adequately address
the exchange of pertinent information,
nor does it identify all the issues of
importance to property owners. They
wish to advise further that they feel
that the consultation component, a
prerequisite to the approval of any
LWMP, has been insufficient and
unsatisfactory.
The SSA #1 member owners request
a meeting with the Village of Kaslo
LWMP team in order to consult with
them on how best to build fairness and
equity into the LWMP. We urge that
this consultation take place as soon as
practically possible so that the Village
can stay on course with its proposed
September submission timeline.
The SSA #1 member owners further
request that the following questions be
incorporated into the notes of the May 23
LWMP Open House and that answers be
provided to SSA #1 member owners at
the meeting we have requested.
Question 1: How will the Stage 3

LWMP Report address the challenge
of ‘fairness’ to existing properties in
the specified area who have contributed
to the system capacity for the past 20
years? Will SSA#1 member owners be
expected to pay for capacity upgrades
to the sewer treatment plant in the
future? Will SSA #2 member owners
and/or member owners in an expanded
SSA #1 pay a ‘treatment plant capacity
fee’ upon connection? According to
the Interim Guidelines for Preparing
Liquid Waste Management Plans, page
11, “Apportionment of costs to existing
users and to future development should
be equitable.”
Question 2: What information will
the Stage 3 LWMP Report include
concerning ‘user pay’ in a specified
area system and the payment of annual
operating and local service area taxes
for: municipal properties within the
specified area; provincial and federal
property-tax exempt properties within
the specified area; properties within the
specified area granted permissive tax
exemptions.
Question 3: What information will
the Stage 3 LWMP Report include
regarding contractor/third party bulk
disposal of septic waste; in-house bulk
disposal of septic waste; disposal of RV
tanks and Kaslo Municipal Campground
users’ septic waste.
The vast majority of SSA #1 member
owners believe that all properties within
the specified sewer area should pay
annual sewer utility operating and local
service area taxes. All third party users
should pay a fee for the sewer service
rendered.
SSA #1 member owners look
forward to working with the Village
of Kaslo to effect a fair and equitable
resolution to this issue.
SSA#1 member owners
Kaslo

Health Committee
update

First off, a big thank you to the
community for coming out and showing
your support on May 25 at the SCHC
helipad. Thanks also to Richard Caniell
and Eleanor Quirk for their timely and
insightful letters in the Valley Voice April
19 edition. This is exactly the kind of help
and involvement we need from Slocan
Valley community members. We need
committed, involved people willing to
“go to the mat” with us in our efforts
to retain our 24/7 emergency services,
recruit and retain two physicians,
improve our valley-wide ambulance
service and improve our lab X-ray
services among other pressing needs.
Now is the time to put that spirit to
use again. We are asking any of you who
have had or know anyone else whose
life has been saved directly due to our
Health Centre emergency department to
please email or write the Slocan District
Chamber of Commerce detailing the
event – date, time and particulars. As part
of your letter please give us permission
to share your comments. This will aid
us in our efforts. (email: chamber@
slocanlake.com; mail: P.O. Box 448,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0)
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We will not give up our Health Centre
or our 24/7 emergency department or our
Pavilion. We will not go quietly into
the night and simply acquiesce like so
many other small BC rural communities
have been forced to do over the years.
This valley has been known for many
years for its spirit of volunteerism and
independence and that is one thing that
hasn’t changed over time.
Ms. Whittleton compliments the
Chamber on “that great video.” Before
the video was produced, we were
promised that IHA would post it on their
recruitment site (Better Here). The video
has been online for three months and still
isn’t included as part of the New Denver
job posting on Better Here – despite our
continued requests. At this printing we
have been assured the video will soon be
or may have already been posted.
Reduction in emergency hours does
not guarantee new physicians physically
moving to and living in a community
nor is it the only model that works in a
semi remote rural community. We have
to look outside the box and entertain new
healthcare delivery models that can still
include 24/7 emergency care.
In the April 19 edition of the Valley
Voice (page 22) Cheryl Whittleton
from IHA was quoted in an article
promoting IHA’s “team approach to
health care.” Yes, we all agree there are
major problems with our health care
system and new delivery models will
have to be looked at – hence the “Patient
Medical Home” concept or basically “a
fancy name for the doctor’s office” (if
you’re among the lucky ones to have
one, that is).
Ms. Whittleton states: “When
the Kaslo Health Centre reduced its
emergency room hours, it was able
to bring four new physicians to the
community.” It is my understanding
that of the four new physicians, three
are actually from Nelson and make the
drive to Kaslo. Technically, reduction of
Kaslo’s emergency room hours may have
attracted four new doctors to Kaslo but
in fact the majority still live in Nelson
and commute.
Largely due to the efforts of Dr.
Burkholder the April 1 deadline for
reduction of services at our Health
Centre has come and gone. The MOCAP
agreement due to expire on April 2 has
been signed and we also now have a
locum pool which will enable us to
continue on for a while longer. This
has given us some breathing room to
try and find the two physicians we so
desperately need.
We may “have to face reality” but
we’re a long way from accepting that
‘reality’ now. We have a fabulous team in
place and have come a long way in eight
short months. We are making progress
and with IHA’s continued cooperation
and patience, we remain very confident
that we will succeed.
Also, please forward and share
our video to anyone and everyone you
know and get them to do the same.
This video has become our main tool
for physician recruitment and it is up
to us to spread it far and wide. The
link can be found on our Chamber

home page (slocanlakechamber.com/
physicianrecruitment-video/).
It is our hope and plan to keep what
we have and in the process improve
and bring back services that we have
lost over the years. Of late we feel that
efforts are being made to minimize the
effectiveness and need for our local 24/7
emergency service.
We continue to ask for a meeting
with the Health Minister and are in
touch with his senior staff regularly
and we continue to meet with our MLA
Katrine Conroy. MLA Conroy has been
a tremendous help and we look forward
to working with her in the future.
So, please don’t think this issue is
going away anytime soon. It’s up to us
as a valley to keep our Health Centre,
Pavilion and all of our present healthrelated services with the long-term view
to improving them.
Colin Moss
New Denver
Slocan District Chamber of Commerce
Health Committee Chair

Let there be Peace

For four days I set up in front of the
office of BC NDP Minister of Energy,
Mines, and Petroleum Resources,
Michelle Mungall. I called on her to
bring a motion forward to reverse the
decision to continue the construction of
the Site C Dam, and the destruction of
the Peace River Valley. For those four
days, over the Earth Day Weekend, I also
engaged in a fast.
The logic that the NDP have given
is that BC is already in debt, and ‘we
can’t turn back now.’ The projected cost
to taxpayers is now at $10.7 billion to
create the dam. The projected cost to
halt the construction is $4 billion. The
BC Liberals have already created a debt,
they say, and therefore, the NDP must
push us into even further debt. This is the
supposed logic. It’s the logic of a credit
card company saying you need more
debt to get out of debt. Sounds like a trap.
The other costs are clear – members
of the Peace River Valley Landowners
Association will have their homes flooded
in the name of economic expediency.
The Prophet River, West Moberly, and
Blueberry River First Nations will see
their way of life disrupted. Site C Dam
is a continuation of the old colonial
relationship where a vague notion of
‘progress’ is used to justify actions that
threaten Indigenous ways of life.
And the fish, birds, and other
wildlife, already threatened by industry,
will find another massive challenge to
their continued thriving, in an age when
they are already under stress. Those
animals are life itself.
My message is simple. Let there be
Peace. Let the Peace River be.
The above First Nations have
launched lawsuits against Site C. The
NDP has an opportunity. They can take a
different path, and reverse their decision
before court costs begin to ramp up. This
is to take a different road, a courageous
road of reconciliation. Otherwise, they
will be remembered as the party who
made the ‘difficult decision’ to follow
continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
along with ‘business as usual.’They have
the possibility to be people of integrity,
to accept a $4 billion cost of halting
this project, and not adding an Olympic
$6.7 billion.
I’ve read that the Muskrat Falls dam
in Newfoundland cost over $12 billion
to complete. This is adding an estimated
$1,800 to the electricity bills to each
household. So it’s the taxpayers of BC
who will pay for all of this misery.
I am asking the residents of BC, and
anyone who has visited the Peace River
Valley, to call Michelle Mungall’s office,
to write an email, to write a letter, hold
a rally in your town, at your local NDP
office, and begin to increase the pressure
on the NDP to halt the dam. Return to
the good road of reconciliation with
First Nations, stewardship of plants and
animals, and respect for farmers and their
livelihoods. Don’t put the residents of BC
in a debt to BC Hydro.
Water is life. It is mostly what our
bodies are made of. I trust water. It cleans
us up. And no matter how dirty we make
it, water somehow always cleans itself
and returns, giving us life.
I don’t want my own body dammed
up by structures of power to generate
money ‘for my own good.’ Neither does
that river. Reverse this dam plan.
Let there be peace.
Matt Loewen
Castlegar

Extinction is forever

I am outraged that every so-called
entrepreneur somehow has the authority
to impose upon the rest of us whatever
scheme they may devise, leaving those
of us most affected by their plans with
little hope of stopping them. Whether
it be endless pipelines, logging the
borderlands of the Purcell Wilderness
Conservancy, helicopter Wreck-Creation
in caribou habitat, or turning our towns
and landscapes into tourist traps, all
one has to do is propose an idea, apply
for a permit, jump through the required
hoops, pay the fees, and there is a real
good chance that whatever you want to
do will be approved.
But where does one apply for the
option of keeping things unmolested?
How can I get a permit to leave the
forest and its inhabitants in peace, free
to live their lives as their kind are long
accustomed?
The woodland caribou are on the
edge of extinction. This is not happening
somewhere else, or in some other time.
It is happening in our lifetimes, in our
backyard, and on our watch. We are
responsible. How can we just stand
GIANT WATER BUG

After overwintering in the muck of a pond
or lake, adults emerge to mate. The
female glues her eggs onto the stems
of vegetation just above the water’s
surface. The male keeps eggs moist by
crawling out of the water and over top
of them. The emerging nymphs develop
and grow by shedding their skin 5 times
(simple metamorphosis).
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by and let such a thing happen? Who,
with any sensitivity to life, or with any
appreciation for this place where we live,
could propose impacts such as helicopter
hiking/ skiing/ biking, to these already
desperate creatures? Who, in any official
capacity as representatives of the people
and the lands of Canada, could even think
of approving such resource wasteful and
disruptive activities?
Clearly, the government has proven
itself incapable of successfully managing
the natural world. If allowed to continue
in this cancerous manner, the best of
British Columbia may soon be converted
into some adult version of a spoiled
brat’s artificial playland, and all at
immeasurable cost to the natural world.
What could possibly fill the void
of a species lost forever? Who would
tell their children that a mediocre job
in the tourism industry is worth the
extinction of any species? How long do
we think the narrow-sighted notion of
tourism and recreation can prop up an
emaciated economy? And just how long
do we really think people will be able to
keep driving around on high-priced gas,
stopping here and there to empty their
wallets for trinkets and thrills. Is that a
long-term vision of a sound economy?
Are we really incapable of thinking
bigger about our future than this?
Causing or allowing any species to
go extinct is a crime. It is more than just
a crime in the usual sense, it is a highcrime against nature, and against life
itself. Any sane and just society would
simply not tolerate such destructive and
irreversible activities. As it stands, all of
us alive today, unless we actively work
to stop it, are accessories to this crime.
Please go ahead and write comments
on these proposals, but know this:
Michelle Mungall is not going to stop
these projects or save the caribou. Neither
are government wildlife managers nor
any other ‘experts.’ The reality is this:
The business of government is business.
They are not concerned with the needs
and well-being of the people or the
land. If you have any values beyond
extracting money from natural or human
resources, they are not the ones to turn to
for help. If this area is going to remain a
worthy place to call home, we ourselves
are going to have to stand up and say
‘Absolutely Not’ to any and all such
proposals.
There are no less than three helicopter
tourism ventures now set to invade
the skies and mountains of the West
Kootenay area: Stellar Helisking (Kaslo),
Retallack (Nelson), and Northwest
Mountain Experience (Slocan). As
Utah Phillips once commented “The
earth is not dying, it is being killed,
and those who are killing it have names
and addresses.” Maybe it is time to pay
them a visit.
Bob Yetter
Johnson’s Landing

Open letter to
Honourable Adrian
Dix, Minister of Health
It is with the deepest regret that I am
compelled to ask for help to address the

unjust and medically unsound practices
undertaken by IHA with respect to the
existence, operation, and staffing of the
Slocan Community Health Centre located
in New Denver, BC.
I am a United Church of Canada
minister living within two kilometres of the
Slocan Community Health Centre. I have
in the past had responsibility for aspects of
all the churches and ministry personnel in
the Kootenays. I currently interface with
all health-related facilities in BC operated
by or in the name of the United Church of
Canada as to compliance with standards
set by the United Church of Canada. The
United Church of Canada in BC has been
at the forefront of developing rural medical
practices and policies through outstanding
physicians recognized for their work in BC.
I do not write this letter lightly. As you may
be aware, the United Church of Canada
understands that the Holy is met in the
acts of love and justice we undertake, and
the United Church works for just systems
for the powerless, including rural health
services in BC.
I have a personal interest in this matter
as well, as my family doctor left and a
candidate for the position was about to
accept when, upon information and belief,
Dr. Curtis Bell interfered in the process
and worked to terminate consideration
of the position by the candidate. Upon
information and belief, I also understand
that the candidate was so taken with
coming that she was about to negotiate
the purchase of a home. I am 74 years
old and have not had a family physician
for nine months. This candidate would
have become my new family physician.
I have been personally damaged by Dr.
Bell’s actions.
From my observation of IHA’s
behaviour relating to the Slocan
Community Health Centre, its need for
physicians and emergency services, IHA’s
practice seems to have been intentional
non-responsiveness to the needs of the
community and the centre in hopes that
it would implode. This appears to be a
financially driven strategy. Such concerted
inaction would have been thwarted to
a degree if a physician actually wanted
to come to the centre. Thus, a policy of
determined inaction would be insufficient
to undermine the viability of the centre.
Upon information and belief, when
inaction was not deemed sufficient, Dr.
Curtis Bell took direct action to discourage
a physician from coming to the Centre.
Only political support has stayed the hand
of IHA in scattering regionally the services
now provided by the centre at increased
risk to the health and well-being of those
living in this rural area.
In February 2015, a ‘Rural Health
Services in BC: A Policy Framework
to Provide a System of Quality Care Executive Summary’ was made public.
IHA has failed to operate in accordance
with that framework in relation to the
Slocan Community Health Centre. I would
be happy to detail its failures and refusal to
institute best rural medical practice models
relating to the area serviced by the Slocan
Community Health Centre. Based on what
I have witnessed, IHA is not carrying out
fairly as to the Slocan Community Health
Centre the Letter of Mandate addressed
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to you by Premier John Horgan and,
therefore, is not an agency worthy of your
support in implementing the mandate in our
area. Best medical practices used in other
parts of Canada are not being designed or
implemented in our area. An investigation
into IHA’s relationship with and approach
to rural health services in our area needs to
be undertaken. Justice and the health of our
citizens are not being well served.
The BC Conference of the United
Church of Canada meets next week in
Penticton. Ministers and all the churches
in BC will be present. At this time, my
only course is to bring this injustice to the
attention of the ministers and churches in
BC at our general meeting in Penticton
next weekend. Something I never thought
I would be compelled to consider. I hope
you will be able to offer a remedial plan of
action for the Slocan Community Health
Centre and the people it serves.
Rev. George K. Meier
New Denver

Open letter to
the Assistant
Deputy
Minister of
Health

It seems as if Interior Health
officialdom has either lost its collective
mind or is exhibiting a double-face
and double-talk which suggests
an underlying Ministry of Health
objective. By now you’ve likely heard
of the community uproar generated by
Dr. Bell’s telephone call to our newly
recruited second physician, this on
the very day that she and her husband
were going to close on the purchase of
a house in town.
We have learned that Bell told her
that she would be wise not to connect
herself to the New Denver Hospital
facility because the continuance of
the hospital was in doubt. Hundreds
of villagers met this afternoon to
protest this substantive intrusion
into the resolution of the Emergency
Department.
You will recall that, in late winter,
we were informed that emergency
services would be cut back to 9 am-5
pm weekdays, because they required
two doctors and we only had one
(though that doctor was perfectly
willing to continue alone). Then, after
extensive protest, press coverage and
letters to the ministry, we received word
from Dr. Rongve (Assistant Deputy
Minister of Health) that emergency
services would not be terminated “at
this time.”
Immense community effort went
into the renewed search for a doctor.
Just recently the community was
thrilled to learn that a second doctor
had been found, only to be stunned by
the news of Dr. Bell’s endeavour to
sabotage this new physician’s decision
to practice at New Denver Hospital.
Reportedly the house sale was dropped
and the physician temporarily left town.
Unless for some reason she returns,
given a guarantee of the continuance
of the hospital, this represents a huge

blow to our community, and one clearly
understood by the IHA.
The town of New Denver and
Silverton, as well as serving outlying
communities, depends on the hospital
and medical services, especially in
emergencies. As remote as we are from
a larger hospital, everyone here was
aware that the reduction of emergency
services would cost people’s lives.
This has been corroborated by research
published in the US National Bureau of
Economic Research and the Journal of
the American Heart Association (Shen,
Y. and Hsia, R.Y., 2016). The study
showed that patients who experienced
a closure “that resulted in a drive
time increase of 30 minutes or more
experienced a 30% higher 90-day
mortality and 21% higher 1-year
mortality.”
Our community faces a one- or
two-hour increase in driving time.
The proposed reduction would
have closed our emergency services
72% of the time. The removal of the
hospital itself would be devastating.
In the name of transparency, we
have a right to know whether that call
from Dr. Bell was in conformance
with an IHA agenda to shut down
our hospital? What would cause Dr.
Bell to make such an unsolicited and
destructive call? An inquiry should
be opened at once and a solid answer
provided as to whether Dr. Bell was
speaking for IHA policy and agenda.
If this wasn’t IHA underhanded tactic,
why did Dr. Bell act as he did?
You may have heard something
of a public protest generated by this
intrusion, but it will receive and
deserves much more denunciation.
Understand, the public is aware that
IHA has repeatedly cited cost concerns
for its agenda in terminating rural
emergency facilities, and this has
outraged residents throughout this
NDP riding. The NDP is spending $12
billion on Site C which, in its election
platform, it swore to shut down; so
its handwringing over the use of
taxpayer funds for rural hospitals is
not only unbelievable, but completely
unacceptable. There are 67 small
hospitals in BC, each of which employ
up to 99 persons. If the BC government
took 5 billion of those dollars and paid
these hospitals one million per year to
maintain emergency service it could
maintain them for 74 years. Given this
profligate misuse of public funds for
Site C, I ask: for this you jeopardize
our lives?
I’d like to hear from your ministry
as to the factors underlying Dr. Bell’s
objectionable communication, and
whether his allusion to the closedown
of New Denver Hospital facilities is
rooted in IHA’s agenda. Understand,
IHA can propose nothing, do nothing,
that does not represent your ministry’s
policies, so no blame can rest only on
the IHA, as if it acted on its own. The
answers must come from your ministry.
I look forward to your immediate reply.
With considerable concern,
Richard Caniell
Silverton
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Have your say on wildlife management, habitat conservation
submitted
You have until July 31 to tell the
BC government what you think about
improving wildlife management
and habitat conservation, Doug
Donaldson, Minister of Forests,
Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development (FLNRORD)
has announced.
“The diversity of wildlife in
British Columbia is one of our
province’s greatest treasures,”

said Donaldson. “Working with
Indigenous peoples, wildlife
stakeholders and the public, we
want to build a strategy that more
effectively manages our wildlife for
future generations. We’ve dedicated
$14 million over three years to do so.”
The province’s unique landscapes
and climate are home to one of the
richest wildlife resources in North
America. Three-quarters of Canada’s
mammal species are found here,

with 24 of those species exclusive
to BC. In recent decades, alteration
of habitat due to expanded human
populations, expanded natural
resource development and impacts
from climate change have placed
increasing pressure on certain
wildlife populations, some of which
are now in decline.
As part of the government’s
commitment to implementing the
United Nations Declaration on

the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
collaboration with Indigenous peoples
is an integral part of developing a new
provincial wildlife strategy.
The discussion paper, ‘Improving
Wildlife Management and Habitat
Conservation in British Columbia’,
poses eight questions for discussion.
Engagement is the first step in a fourstep process to develop the strategy:
1. Hold online engagement and
face-to-face sessions with Indigenous

submitted
MP Richard Cannings’ Bill C-354,
an Act to amend the Department of
Public Works and Government Services
Act (Use of Wood) passed its final vote
in the House of Commons. The bill will
now be sent to the Senate for debate. Bill
C-354 proposes to require the federal
government to consider the use of wood

in federal infrastructure projects, taking
into account the associated reductions
in greenhouse gas emissions by using
wood products or other environmental
measures.
The bill will now go to the Senate for
debate, to commence at a date yet to be
determined. “I look forward to working
with the members of the Upper Chamber

towards the passage of this important
piece of legislation,” said Cannings.
Cannings was also named a Forest
Community Champion by the Forest
Products Association of Canada (FPAC)
for his work on Bill C-354 and in support
of the forest industry across Canada.
“I would like to thank FPAC for this
recognition and honour,” says Cannings.

“In South Okanagan – West Kootenay,
we know that the forest industry is
important to many of our communities.
Companies like Structurlam show us
daily that the wood building sector is on
the cutting edge of new, green building
solutions. I am proud to advocate for this
sector, for the solutions they are bringing
forward and to support the communitysustaining jobs that they bring to our
communities.”

submitted
The BC government is making
changes to give rural communities
additional economic and land
management opportunities, by allowing
them to increase the size of their

community forest.
“We want to make sure we’re
providing a strong economic base
for rural communities,” said Forestry
minister Doug Donaldson. “This change
will help to give community forest

submitted
At its April meeting, the Board of
Directors of the Regional District of
Central Kootenay (RDCK) committed
to working towards 100% renewable
energy. The 100% Renewable
Kootenays by 2050 initiative, led
by the West Kootenay EcoSociety,
asks communities to adopt a target of
generating enough renewable energy
to meet or exceed the energy that is
consumed within their jurisdiction for
building operations, transportation,
and electricity sectors, through policies
and actions that allow the target to be
reached by 2050.
“The Board of Directors of the
RDCK supports the goals of the 100%
Renewable Kootenays initiative, and
we are pleased to see the West Kootenay
Eco-Society take a leadership role in
responding to climate change,” said
board chair Karen Hamling. “We are
committed to the development of
strategies and the implementation of
renewable energy projects, and we will
continue to build on existing policies
and programs to help do our part to
address this global issue.”

The RDCK joins seven other
communities from across Canada
in making the 100% renewable
commitment, including the Village
of Slocan and the City of Nelson.
Opportunities for the RDCK include
reducing its internal operational
corporate consumption; considering
how to support increased renewable
generation or production; and creating
policies and programs to increase
community consumption of renewable
energy.
“The RDCK is investing in
corporate and community programs
such as yearly Climate Action Rebate
Incentive Program (CARIP) reporting
to Province, energy audits and tracking
on all RDCK facilities, the Accelerate
Kootenay Electric Vehicle strategy,
[having] a Senior Energy Specialist and
energy retrofits at community halls,”
said Sangita Sudan, General Manager
of Development Services.
For more information about the
100% Renewable Kootenays by 2050
initiative, please visit the website
of the West Kootenay EcoSociety,
ecosociety.ca/.

operators more options to create local
employment opportunities, and also
benefit First Nations.”
A community forest is a long-term
agreement to manage Crown land that
may be held by a local government,
community group, First Nation or
community-held corporation. Rural
communities and First Nations see
community forests as a tool to manage
the local Crown land base, to provide
benefits to the residents and help support
their local economies and provide longterm employment opportunities. There
are 57 community forests in the province.
The change is as a result of
amendments to the Forest Act and
Community Tenures Regulation. With
the change, the expansion of a community
forest will be allowed, provided there is
available area. Expansions of less than
100 hectares will follow a simplified
process, whereas expansions of greater
than 100 hectares will require a thorough
process, including a management plan
and community engagement.

Cannings named Forest Community Champion by forest industry

More community forest opportunities

RDCK commits to 100%
renewable energy by 2050

We Micheal and Alice Rawlins of 9755 Highway #6, Edgewood, BC, have applied for a water license to divert water
out of the Inonoaklin River which flows south and discharges
into the Arrow Lake and give notice to all persons affected.
The point of diversion will be located at 4 kilometres north of the
Inonoaklin Road junction. The quantity of water to be diverted or
stored is 2 c3 metres /day. The purpose for which the water will be
used is household. The land on which the water will be used is Lot
#1, section 22, township 69, Kootenay District, Plan NEP63485.
Anyone having concerns or comments with regard to the above proposal please contact us at the above address in order that I/we may
discuss the issues and arrive at a mutually acceptable arrangement.
Objections to this application may be filed with the water manager
at 1902 Theatre Rd., c/o front counter, Cranbrook, B.C., V1C 7G1
within 30 days of the publication of this notice.
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communities and key stakeholders.
2. Develop policy options to
address priority concerns emerging
from the engagement.
3. Release a policy intentions
paper for public engagement.
4. Implement a new wildlife
management and conservation
strategy in 2020.
The comment period will end on
July 31, 2018. The public is invited
to provide input by visiting: engage.
gov.bc.ca/wildlifeandhabitat.

OIL TANK REMOVALS
INGROUND-INBASEMENT-ABOVE GROUND
COMPLETE SERVICE
ALL WORK DONE BY HAND TO REDUCE
IMPACT ON YOUR PROPERTY
• UNDER CONCRETE OR PAVED DRIVEWAYS
• IN GARDENS AND UNDER SIDEWALKS
• NEW DOUBLE BOTTOM S-602 OIL TANKS &
NEW OIL FURNACES INSTALLED COMPLETE
• CERTIFICATION OF EXISTING SYSTEMS
• Insured-Work Safe BC Covered
KOOTENAY FURNACE LTD.

PO Box 120,
SLOCAN CITY,B.C.
V0G 2C0
PH. 250-355-0088
FX. 250-355-0089
kfurnace@netidea.com
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New Denver council, May 22: New regulations to keep bears out of the village
by Katrine Campbell
• Council gave three readings to
Waste Management Bylaw #716, 2018
– a bylaw which will allow the Village
to enforce previous years’ pleas to

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

residents to manage wildlife attractants.
The new regulations will be advertised
in the Valley Voice, on the community
Facebook page and at a community
forum. The Village wants feedback
from the public, which will be collated
by staff and presented to council before
final adoption.
The current bylaw, #581, defines
bear-proof and non-bear-proof
containers and prohibits putting the
latter on the street until collection days.
The proposed new bylaw allows some
discretion on the part of Village staff
to determine what is an attractant and
to adjust enforcement depending on
the season and the level of dangerous
wildlife activity. The Community
Charter already gives the Village the
right to enter property and inspect,
and to take action at the homeowner’s
expense. Anyone infringing the bylaw
by, for example, leaving fruit to rot on
the ground or putting garbage out at the
wrong time will be warned and given a
deadline to comply. If nothing is done,
the Village will clean up and bill the
owner. An unpaid bill will be added to
property taxes.
Councillor Nadine Raynolds said
she wants a clearer definition of a
wildlife attractant, which would include
such bear temptations as backyard
chickens and beehives, and outside
fridges and freezers. She added that the
language needs updating; “bear-proof”
should be “bear-resistant,” she said.
People have been good about keeping
their garbage away from bears, but fruit
is the main attractant and she wants to
see people cleaning up windfall.
• Council received for information
a letter from Senator Mobina Jaffre

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

PUBLIC NOTICES
PROPERTY TAXES

Residents of the Village of New Denver, please note that the 2018
Property Taxes have been mailed out. Property Tax payments
are due on or before Monday, July 16, 2018. Please contact the
office if you have not received your notice by June 11th, 2018.

SPRINKLING RESTRICTIONS

Residents of the Village of New Denver are asked to observe
the following rules regarding the use of sprinklers within the
municipal boundaries:
Level 1 Sprinkling Restrictions:
No sprinkling between 10:00 am and 6:00 pm

THE “A CUP HALF-FULL”
REPORT

The Village is pleased to share the Final Report for the Interior
Health-funded project, “A Cup Half-Full: Using an Asset-Based
Community Development (ABCD) Approach to Support Healthful
Aging for Older Adults in Rural Communities”. The link to the
full report can be found on the Village website’s by clicking on
Documents and then Reports and Studies.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

outlining the implications for people
crossing the US border after C-45
legalizes the use of marijuana.
• Council received for information
staff’s report on the communication
strategy for the Bosun Hall Feasibility
Study. A study and estimate for
renovating the hall has already been
done; now council has commissioned
a feasibility design for a new, energyefficient building based on residents’
suggestions. The communication
strategy calls for posters, a public notice
in the Valley Voice and a community
meeting July 16 for the initial plans
presentation; then posters, public notice,
and a community meeting for the final
plan presentation September 5.
Redevelopment of the Bosun Hall,
either renos or a new building, is
included in the 2018 five-year financial
plan.
• Mayor Ann Bunka reported on the
meetings she attended, including both the
stakeholder and public presentations of
the ‘Cup Half-Full’ Healthy Aging study.
She also (with CAO Bruce Woodbury
and Recreational and Cultural Services
Coordinator Amanda Murphy) met
with Kelvin Saldern (Columbia Basin
Trust) and discussed the Bosun Hall

redevelopment, Knox Hall’s status, and
museum repairs.
At the Regional District of Central
Kootenay meeting, Rec Commission
#6 grants were approved, as were CBT
Community Initiatives Program grants.
Councillors’ commission appointments
were approved: Nadine Raynolds to the
Economic Development Commission,
Heather Fox to Rec 6, Dave Hodsall
Rec 6 alternate.
The RDCK has reduced its GHG
(greenhouse gases) by 37% to date; its
target was 50% by 2020.
Bunka moved deferral on any
decision to allow the RDCK to
borrow funds for an IT infrastructure
maintenance purchase. The $105,508
would be used to extend capacity for
two years; Bunka asked, “What then?”
She also questioned borrowing money
for what seemed to be operational, rather
than capital, purchases.
• Raynolds reported on the May 10
Slocan Valley Economic Development
Commission meeting. About $13,600 is
left in the Community Directed funds,
which the EDC can use as it sees fit
for community economic development
purposes.
- The Healthy Community Society

had received a grant from the EDC for
its Village Hearth restaurant, but since
the restaurant was destroyed by fire there
is money still in its account. The HCS
has instead proposed several projects,
such as working with The Outlet youth
centre to start a pop-up salad bar at the
Friday Market, holding sauerkraut and
sausage-making workshops, and starting
a bakery co-op.
- Walter Popoff added $10,000
from Area H to complete CBT’s
requirement for local government
matching funds for the Slocan Valley
Economic Development Strategy
implementation project; the Villages
have also contributed.
- All 16 communities in the
Kootenays which hosted Community
Investment Co-op workshops have
expressed interest in developing a local
co-op. The organizers are looking at
one each in the East Kootenay and West
Kootenay; our sub-region would consist
of Slocan, Arrow and North Kootenay
Lake areas. Jay Buttle is the EDC’s lead
on this project.
• The Five Year Financial Plan
Bylaw 714, 2018, and Tax Rates Bylaw
715, 2018, were adopted at a special
meeting on May 14.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
At the May 14 Slocan Council
Meeting, Richard Johnson presented
a report on water quality in Springer
Creek. “Springer Creek water is
very fresh” and the creek’s watershed
“appears to be stable with few signs of
land movement,” the Springer Creek
Water Quality Monitoring Report says.
Data in the report was based on
water samples collected from the creek
between 2013 and 2017 by volunteers
Denise Dufault and Daphne Fields.
The samples were analyzed by Jennifer
Yeow of Passmore Labs and Richard
Johnson.
The very readable Springer Creek
Water Quality Monitoring Report
written by Johnson provides “a snapshot
and baseline of water quality as shown
by the conductivity, pH and turbidity of
Springer Creek during that period” of
water sampling. In addition, the report
includes details on three complete metal
analyses of water and one of sediment

taken in 2017.
The report also shows how Spring
Creek’s water quality is affected by
geology. The creek’s watershed “is
almost completely underlain by granite.”
With little soil and aquifer material in
the watershed, rain and snowmelt flow
rapidly to and through the creek out
to the lake. There are very few areas
of snow slide in the Springer Creek
watershed and high turbidity normally
occurs only during freshet.
Johnson pointed out to council that
the Village of Slocan sits on top of an
aquifer. He said the aquifer’s water was
of high quality and “is a potential water
supply for the Village.” The aquifer
feeds Slocan Lake and Slocan River
when the creek is high but the lake and
river can feed the aquifer “when the
water level in them is higher than the
water table.” Johnson emphasized that
the aquifer could be a reliable source
as it “won’t go dry as long as the lake
is there.”

The report emphasized the
importance of tracking the quality of
water in Springer Creek since “the
aquifer that underlies Slocan Village is
receiving recharge from Springer Creek.”
Johnson had three recommendations: a
continuous flow measurement program
be set up on Springer Creek; complete
chemical analyses be performed at least
twice a year; and water be sampled every
two months to test levels of conductivity,
pH and turbidity.
Council thanked Johnson and
expressed their appreciation for his
report.
Johnson is a geological engineer
who, with his wife Susan Johnson,
operates Opus Petroleum Engineering,
a company that has provided formation
water interpretation services to the
oil and gas industry since 1986. Opus
Engineering contributed the Springer
Creek Water Quality Monitoring Report
as a service to the Slocan community.
Johnson also founded the Slocan Lake
Research Centre “to encourage research
and compile data on the natural world
in the area” and is active in the Slocan
Wetland Assessment and Monitoring
Project, the Columbia Basin Watershed
Network, and the Slocan Solutions
Society.
The Springer Creek Water Quality
Monitoring Report can be viewed at
the Slocan Village Office. Johnson
recommends that readers interested
in learning more about local geology
read the GeoTour Guide for the West
Kootenay, which is available online.

Springer Creek Water Quality Monitoring Report

The Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy
(CBAL) is looking for a Community Literacy
Coordinator for the Slocan Valley.
CBAL is a non-profit literacy organization in
the Columbia Basin and Boundary region.
We are looking for a qualified candidate who has the following:
• Experience in non-profit/social services sector.
• Relevant post-secondary education and experience in literacy and/or education.
• Understanding of current provincial and federal initiatives related to literacy.
• Education and/or experience in teaching/facilitating adult and family literacy
programs, and knowledge about settlement services for immigrants.
• Demonstrated management and administrative skills, written and oral
communication skills, staff development and budgeting experience.
• Demonstrated technology skills.
• Experience working in community development, establishing partnerships, and
leading committees.
The salary is based on $26.00 per hour and the position is expected to begin midAugust. Currently, this position is 18 hours per week with the possibility of additional
hours for facilitating literacy programs.
A detailed job posting can be found on our website at cbal.org/careers. Deadline
to apply is Wednesday, June 13th at 4:00 pm. All applications must be emailed
to amurdoch@cbal.org. Please review the detailed posting prior to submitting your
resume and cover letter. Only applicants selected for an interview will be contacted.

Support the
Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Slocan council, May 14: One-night Unity Fest approved for July 28
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Council approved a couple of
celebrations for this summer. The Slocan
Valley Cultural Alliance will hold a
compressed Unity Music Festival at the
Slocan Beach Park. This year it will be
a one-night event from 6 pm to 2 am on
July 28. About 400 people are expected
to attend. Only the fenced-in area of
the beach will be used – no vendors
will set up their stalls in the parking lot.
CAO Michelle Gordon said Unity will
be allowed to use the beach restrooms
but SVCA will also have to provide
portapotties. She also said that whether
campers were to be allowed on the
former mill site would be up to the SVCA
and the mill site owner. Usually Unity
campers fill the RV Park and Expo Park.
Last year the Outriders allowed overflow
Unity campers to use their riding area.
The second celebration will be
an ongoing event at Expo Park. Once
again, a summer outdoor artisan/farmers’
market will be held every Saturday from
10 am to 2 pm from June 2 to August 25.
• Council was enthusiastic to hear

about a CBT Public Arts Program to
fund up to 80% of the cost of artwork
and art installation with a total cost of
up to $30,000. Council directed staff to
put out a call for proposals for small art
projects (including murals, sculptures, or
mosaics) to be installed in public areas
in and around the village. Proposals will
be accepted at the Village office until 4
pm on June 4.
• An email from Nina Knott,
owner and manager of Slocan Village
Market, concerning three matters was
forwarded to the appropriate places:
Slocan businesses’ urgent need for cell
service was forwarded to Telus; the
request for paving beside the store so
customers could angle park on Ward
Avenue was forwarded for consideration
in the Harold Street Design Plan; and a
request to fix the potholes by the store
was forwarded to the Public Works staff.
• In partnership with the RDCK, the
Village has received a grant to implement
the FireSmart Program in Slocan.
• The mayor’s report included
information from a number of meetings,

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Slocan Village’s recently adopted
five-year (2018-2022) financial plan
includes revenues of $1,846,826
($1,740,626 of general revenues and
$106,200 for water user fees). General
revenues include conditional grants of
$926,983 (Springer Creek microhydro
project); unconditional grants of
$329,000; collections for other agencies
(hospital, RDCK services, etc.) of
$210,944; Village property taxation of
$172,934; sale of services of $61,665;
other revenue of $23,100 (campground
fees, etc); and investment income of
$16,000.
About $844,000 of these revenues
are Village operational revenues. The
good news is that total operational
expenses (general operational plus water
minus payments to other agencies) are
$789,000 so 2018 will be another year
when the Village can use its surplus
revenue to pay down debt, fund capital
purchases, and stash away in operational
and capital reserves.
General Operations (non-capital)
expenses are expected to total $927,225.
This is higher than normal largely
because of fire mitigation work to
be done by SIFCo this year. (Much
of the fire mitigation will be paid for
with a government grant so though
it’s an expense on the Village’s books,
the expense is actually paid by the
government.) As he has done in the past,
CFO Colin McClure called SIFCo’s
work “fantastic” and said the community
forest has a reputation for producing “a
project that has all the t’s crossed and
i’s dotted.”
General Operations consists of
expenses for general government
($246,087); protective services
($131,100 – mostly for the fire
mitigation work); transportation services
($236,175); environmental health
services ($19,892); public health and
welfare ($4,691); recreation and cultural
services ($78,336); and payments to
other agencies ($210,944—this is for
money collected by the Village on behalf
of those agencies so it’s another in-andout revenue-expense notation on the

Village books.)
Slocan is planning to spend
$988,240 on capital expenditures in
the current year. $307,640 is allocated
for general expenditures, $180,600 for
water, and $500,000 for hydro. Funding
for capital expenditures will come from
government grants ($689,000); utility
reserves ($139,790); a community works
grant ($63,200); the general operating
fund ($45,440); the water operating fund
($40,810), and other reserves ($10,000).
General capital expenditures include
funds for a major Legion Hall upgrade,
upgrading streetlights to LED, upgrading
storm water management, seniors’
housing project preparation, more
work on the breakwater and ball field
irrigation, and a push blade for the loader.
Water capital expenses include a
“pretty major” waterline replacement
(the Village is preparing to release a
Request for Proposals for this work);
$80,000 set aside in case the water
reservoir membrane needs to be replaced
this year (though Public Works hopes the
membrane will last until next year); and
$20,000 to upgrade Slocan’s water plant.
CFO Colin McClure explained at
a previous meeting that the $500,000
for hydro was a “placeholder” for the
Springer Creek microhydro project.
McClure said “we want to get going…”
on the microhydro but are “waiting on
some other factors.” Slocan plans to sell
the electricity generated by the planned
microhydro project to BC Hydro. The
Springer Creek project has been held up
because BC Hydro is too involved with
negotiations on Site C to set a price per
kilowatt for Slocan’s project. Assuming
BC Hydro comes back to the table, work
on Springer Creek Micro-Hydro will
start in 2018, with major work (costing
$3,162,000) to be done in 2019. The
Village will probably need to borrow
to partially fund this project but CFO
McClure said the Village can afford to
take out a loan as it has no long-term
debt. He said the project would be a
good investment. The five-year financial
plan has the microhydro plant bringing
in $250,000 annually to Village coffers
starting in 2020.

Slocan’s five-year financial plan 2018-22

workshops, and events Mayor Jessica
Lunn had attended in the previous month.
The April 12 Regional District meeting
had three highlights. Lunn called a
3-year pilot project, the Kootenay and
Boundary Farm Advisors, “a really neat
initiative” to support food producers and
farmers in the region. A presentation on
the Shambhala Music Festival’s public
safety plan pointed out that in the event
of an emergency in Nelson, people
could be evacuated to Shambhala. The
Regional District approved a $200
discretionary grant for the Slocan Easter
Egg Hunt, an event held this year at
Expo Park amid melting snow. The Joint
Resource Recovery Meeting on April
11 recommended the RD write to the
Ministry of Environment complaining
that the BC Used Oil Management
Association fails to service the needs of
most of the RDCK.
• Lunn complimented the Slocan
Valley Community Legacy Society on
Get Your Just Desserts, a “great event…
to celebrate our volunteers.”
• The AKBLG April 18-20 event
held in Fernie focused on emergency
preparedness — a “super-fitting” topic,
Lunn said, as “fires will be coming.”
Lunn was enthusiastic about a fundraiser
for the firefighters that Fernie holds after
Christmas, ‘Fernie Fires.’ She called
it “a unique community event” where
Fernie’s Christmas trees are burned in
a huge fire. She suggested that Slocan’s
Fire Department might want to hold a
similar event, ‘Slocan is Sizzlin’.’
• The Economic Development
Commission and other organizations in
the region are working on establishing
a regional investment co-op modeled
on the Creston Community Investment
Co-op. West Kootenay residents would
be able to invest locally in projects that
benefit the community.

• The Village will write to the
Kootenay Boundary Regional Transit
Committee supporting the Village of
Silverton’s request for a fourth day of
bus service from Nakusp to Nelson,
Castlegar and Trail. Silverton has
requested an additional day for either
Route 74 (direct service) or for Route
52 which connects to Route 20 and the
Kootenay Connector.
• Council directed staff to put a
notice in the village newsletter about
the Slocan Valley Historical Society’s
Historical Walking Tour Project. The
SVHS and the Village are partnering
to install kiosks around the village.
Information highlighting Slocan’s
history is displayed. An official launch
for the project is planned for sometime
in June.
• Councillor Joel Pelletier reported
that the Slocan Affordable Housing
Commission meeting had met and

still had “lots of energy.” The group is
still doing research and there were no
initiatives to report at this point.
• One of the Village’s two banners
created to celebrate Slocan’s 110th
birthday was donated to the Slocan
Community Library for the library to
re-purpose.
• Council adopted the five-year
financial plan and 2018 tax rate bylaws.
• During Public Participation, Rick
Bergmann expressed interest in the
possibility of holding a Slocan is Sizzlin’
event. He reminded council about the
upcoming Fishing Derby, a fundraiser for
the Slocan Volunteer Fire Department.
This year prizes will be much bigger.
“We’re a real derby now!” Bergmann
said. Councillor Burly Van Bynen asked
if the big prize for the heaviest fish had
to be for a specific kind of fish. Bergman
replied, “The heaviest fish is the heaviest
fish.”

New Denver &
Kaslo Community
Pharmacy
DID YOU KNOW...

New Denver Community Pharmacy has extended their opening days!
Now open Monday to Friday 10:00 am until 5:30 pm
COMMITTED TO YOUR HEALTH & OUR COMMUNITY
Phone: 250-358-2500
309 6th Avenue, New Denver
Phone: 250-353-2224
403 Front Street, Kaslo
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Forest Practices Board finds NACFOR took reasonable steps to protect western toad
submitted
A Forest Practices Board
investigation of a complaint by the
Valhalla Wilderness Society about
forestry activities near Summit Lake
has found that the Nakusp and Area
Community Forest (NACFOR) and
the Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development (FLNRO) have
taken reasonable steps to ensure
forest practices protect the western
toad population.
“Both NACFOR and FLNRO
contributed to research and expert
advice was sought regarding toad
habitat and population protection,”
said Bruce Larson, board vicechair. “Both were also involved
in developing best management
practices to guide forest practices,
although there is no legal requirement
to do so.”
The Summit Lake toad population
is recognized as regionally important,
and the Province is considering
protection for it under the Forest
and Range Practices Act. The board
recommends that FLNRO proceed

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

quickly with additional actions it
deems necessary to protect the toads,
and requests that FLNRO respond to
this recommendation by September
30 this year.
The report also notes that other
land uses in the Summit Lake
area, such as motorized recreation
trails, are potentially impacting the
toads, and urges government to
consider what it can do to protect this
population from land uses in addition

to forestry.
FLNRO staff told the FPB
during the investigation that a coordinated area-based plan including
the highway, forestry, recreation, and
private land use would provide more
effective protection for the toads.
“The value of such a coordinated
plan was highlighted during the
Board’s investigation when staff
in another FLNRO section (in the
same district) were not aware of

the issues around western toads and
authorized an ATV club to construct
a trail from the ski hill near Summit
Lake to the Summit FSR,” the report
says. Other activities in the area that
were reported to the FPB and are
discouraged in the best management
practices include herbicide use by
the Ministry of Transportation and
mowing at Summit Lake Provincial
Park.
The Forest Practices Board

is BC’s independent watchdog
for sound forest and range
practices, reporting its findings
and recommendations directly to
the public and government. The
board investigates public complaints
about forest and range practices on
public lands and appropriateness
of government enforcement. It
can also make recommendations
for improvement to practices and
legislation.

by Jan McMurray
Tim and Faye Fox of Summit Lake
have started a GoFundMe campaign
to fight for their farm and landowner
rights in BC.
“Ministry of Forests is trying to
kick us off over 3 acres of our small
farm to make way for a recreation
trail,” the GoFundMe page states.
The Rosebery to Summit Lake
Rail Trail runs through their property,
but the couple says there is no rightof-way or any kind of exclusion
registered on their land title for that

land.
The Province insists that it
acquired the land in question – part
of the former Nakusp and Slocan
Railway – in 1995, and claims it has
historical survey records, land title
documents, and mapping to support
the claim of ownership.
Tim Fox says he has a lawyer’s
opinion to back up his position, and
adds that the RDCK also operates on
the assumption that the information
registered on land titles is accurate.
“If your land title doesn’t reflect

what you’re buying, what’s it worth?”
he said in an interview. “I’m going to
stand up for my rights and everyone
else’s in the province at the same
time.”
Fox says the trail runs right
through the middle of his farm, where
he has a livestock pen. This blocks
access to the trail. He reports that the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations (FLNRO) served
him with trespass notices in 2014 and
in 2016, and a notice of seizure in fall
2017. Over the years, Fox says he has

opened up access to the trail at times
but has closed it again because of
incidents of vandalism, harassment,
and dead and injured livestock. “In
late 2016, I closed access back up
because the cost was getting too steep
on family,” he said.
“I’ve told them time and time
again – ‘if you guys disagree, then
take me to court,’” Fox said. He feels
that time may be coming soon, so is
asking the public to help fund a case
that will potentially set a precedent for
land rights in BC.

by Katrine Campbell
The 358-Exchange, the little
community newsletter that could, is
no more. Current owner/ editor/ writer/
everything Wendy Harlock wrote in
the final issue, dated May 22, that “this
feels like the end of the 358-Exchange.
Between Facebook, Anne’s group
emails … and The Valley Voice, looks
like this has become redundant.
“When I started, [it] had a
distribution of 500 copies. Posting it
online cut that, probably by 100. Then
there was the shutting down of the
hardware store, then Mountainberry,

and now less than 150 copies go out.”
She said she felt the village was no
longer supporting the 358.
There is still some money left from
the donation jars, Harlock said, and she
is giving it away as she considers the
money belongs to the village.
“If any non-profits out there need a
small hit of cash for something, talk to
me about it. It has been the perfect kind
of volunteer job for me – simple, solitary
and doing it at home.”
The 358-Exchange began as the
Slocan Swami in 1969 or 1970, says
Elizabeth Nunn, daughter of founders
Elizabeth and Ray Nunn.
“It started when they owned the
hardware store. It was their way of
advertising for the store, and also as
a community service. Coming to a
small town, they found so many things
happening: baseball, bingo, dances,
meetings – and people were coming in
[to the store] asking about events, what
had happened at the last meeting, when
is choir practice.
“The Swami was their way to
share information and get in ads for the
hardware store.”
The first issues were produced on an
upright hand-cranked Gestetner, which

used stencils to force ink onto paper to
produce copies.
“The stencils were very fragile,”
says Nunn. “If you made a mistake you
had to erase it with nail polish and then it
never lined up very well.” The machine
was super messy with ink everywhere,
and the stencils were very fragile. Those
first issues were delivered door-to-door,
with Ray driving the truck and young
Elizabeth and her brother taking them
to the doors.
“At first, people said ‘no, I don’t
want any of that stuff!’ They thought we
were JWs. When they realized it was the
Swami, they said ‘okay’.”
The name ‘Slocan Swami’ was
chosen by Elizabeth Sr., who loved
alliteration and because “Mum wanted
it to foretell the future.”
The most memorable story “was
when Mum forgot the ‘r’ in T-shirt. We
got 20 or 30 phone calls on that one.”
When the biweekly produced its
500th edition in 1991, a community
celebration was held at the Bosun
Hall, and CBC was going to show
up and interview Elizabeth Sr.
Unfortunately, Desert Storm (the first
Iraq War) exploded and the interview
was cancelled. The community still
showed up, though.
Every time they thought it had run
its course, that the community didn’t
need it, “somebody would come up to
Mum and give her a hug and another
five dollars. It was really encouraging,
gratifying, humbling!”
All the money people contributed
was used for to pay for the machinery,
paper and ink, she says.
“They never took any for
themselves. I think they also really
enjoyed having the Swami as an excuse
to put a float in the May Days parade.
Building floats was something of a
family hobby; soon as one parade was
over they started planning the next
year’s.”
The senior Elizabeth continued to
produce the Swami until February 1999,
when she died. Ray took it on, with help
from daughter Elizabeth. By this time

they had upgraded the Gestetner, first to
a newer, self-inking electric model and
then to a photocopier. The last machine
was paid for by donations and by a
grant from the Village of New Denver,
because the Swami printed official
Village news at no charge.
The Nunns reluctantly relinquished
their labour of love when Elizabeth
couldn’t make a living with BC
Ambulance in New Denver and moved
to Nelson. Ray was living on the coast
part-time, so they announced the end
of the Swami.
However, Harlock stepped in
because “I always thought I’d like to
do it if it came up.” She renamed it as
the 358-Exchange and kept it going all
these years.
Elizabeth still misses the Swami,
especially the sense of community,
saying “Facebook just doesn’t do it …
sometimes I do miss it; my writing got
a lot better!”
The Nunns donated their ‘morgue’
of issues to the Silvery Slocan Museum.

Private property owners dispute rail trail land ownership

A fond farewell to the 358-Exchange – New Denver’s community newsletter

Celebration of Life
for
Loreen Amy Soltis
will be held at the
Bosun Hall
Saturday, June 9 at
11:00 am
All are welcome

Katrine Conroy on
upcoming Columbia
River Treaty negotiations

submitted
In response to the federal
government’s announcement that
Canada and the United States will
launch negotiations to discuss the future
of the Columbia River Treaty on May
29, Katrine Conroy, Minister responsible
for the Columbia River Treaty, issued the
following statement:
“The Columbia River Treaty is a
model for Canada-US co-operation
in the Pacific Northwest, and we look
forward to being at the table with the
federal government in the upcoming
negotiations with the United States.
“The fundamental principle of the
Columbia River Treaty must continue to
be maximizing benefits for Canada and
the US, and sharing them equitably. We
want to continue our engagement with
Columbia Basin First Nations in BC
and ensure that local communities are
kept informed, as negotiations progress.”
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Edgewood Fire Hall powers up with solar panels
impressed with how many people
and organizations supported and
partnered with the Edgewood
Volunteer Fire Department Society
to make this project happen,” said

Kindy Gosal, Director of Special
Initiatives at Columbia Basin Trust.
“It’s great to see an initiative like
this that uses the latest technology
to realize energy and cost savings

for the society.”
McNutt says they filed their
net metering application with BC
Hydro in February, prior to the utility
company’s announcement that a

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY COLUMBIA BASIN TRUST

by Jan McMurray
Construction of the Edgewood
Fire Hall is nearing completion,
with just some interior framing
left to do. More fundraising will be
necessary to get the water hooked
up, but there’s good news about the
power. Recently, 42 solar panels
were installed on the building’s
south-facing roof, generating up to
15 kilowatts of power.
“It’s only 50% operational, and
it’s already generating huge amounts
of kilowatt hours, so after we build
up a bit of credit, won’t ever have
to pay a bill,” said Lynda McNutt,
president of the Edgewood Volunteer
Fire Department Society.
McNutt says the department is
thrilled because “one of the hardest
things to fund is ongoing operational
expenses.”
The solar system was funded
by CBT ($22,500), RDCK Area K
($10,000), and local service clubs
and individuals.
“ We w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y

Solar panels have been installed on the roof of the Edgewood Fire Hall with support from Columbia Basin Trust, RDCK Area K, and local
service clubs and individuals.

West Kootenay Permaculture Co-op announces spring events
submitted
The West Kootenay Permaculture
Co-op (the folks at Kootenay Food)
have taken on the task of producing
the Kootenay Herb Conference, a
biennial event formerly run by Rachel
Beck and the Creston Valley Herb
Gathering Society. The conference
this year will be hosted at the Winlaw
Elementary school, June 1-3 and will
showcase 40 dynamic workshops with
30 instructors from all over North
America.

The weekend kicks off with a free
Friday night event featuring a herbfocused vendor marketplace, herb
walk, potluck, presenter vignettes and
a theatrical performance.
Being that the conference is a
biennial event, running opposite their
sister conference, the Island Herb
Gathering in Cumberland, the Co-op
decided to run its other June event,
the ‘Eat the Garden Tour’ (formerly
the Art and Garden Tour), as a biennial
event as well.

submitted
Mount Sentinel Secondary
School’s Academy PM presents
a steampunk production of Alice
in Wonderland. The production of
this show, a mixed media theatre
experience, is student led. It is being
directed by local teacher and director,
Heather Shippit, and shows off the
result of a new start-up Performance
Media Academy at Mount Sentinel.
There are 7 pm showings on June
6, 7 and 8. Tickets are $15 for adults,
$12 for students/seniors and a family
of four for $35. Tickets are on sale
at the Capitol Theatre box office, or
online at www.capitoltheatre.bc.ca.

Mount Sentinel Secondary School’s Academy PM presents a steampunk production of Alice in Wonderland.

The Slocan Valley can look
forward to seeing it return in June
2019. All local gardeners and farmers
considering being part of this longtime valley tradition are encouraged
to reach out to the event team to sign
on for next year.
The decision to move to a biennial
event was made to avoid volunteer
burnout.
“Events of this type are complex
and have many working components,”
says vice-chair Colleen Emery,

Mt. Sentinel: Alice meets steampunk

Kaslo launch of Art Joyce’s new novel at the Langham June 10
an engaging narrative, and memorable
characters – including an emotionally
articulate cat!” (Gary Geddes)

Join us for a fun and stimulating
afternoon discussion. $10 donation at
the door. www.thelangham.ca.

PHOTO CREDIT: ANNE CHAMPAGNE

submitted
Café Langham presents Mountain
Blues, a book launch presentation
on Sunday, June 10 at 3 pm. Join
Kootenay author Sean Arthur Joyce for
an exploration of his new novel about a
small village in the Valhalla Mountains
struggling to save its emergency ward
from government cutbacks.
Former big-city reporter Roy Breen
is soon pitched into the town’s crisis
as he meets the many wild, wacky
yet lovable characters that inhabit the
village. Will he blur the lines between
objective observer and activist as the
community battles for survival? It’s that
rare creature – an activist story that’s fun!
“Joyce brings a unique toolbox of
skills that makes for crisp, lyrical prose,

Art Joyce will launch his new book, Mountain Blues, at the Langham June 10. Here, he
reads from the book at the Slocan Community Library on May 27.

who leads the team producing the
conference. “We rely on our volunteer
base to support our work and want
to ensure every event we produce is
net positive and meets our co-op’s
mandates.”
The conference is the start of a busy
season for the Kootenay Food team this
year. Gleaning/excess rescue programs
will be expanded, offering lots of
opportunities for folks to get involved
in learning how to process food as well
as help to harvest and contribute their
garden excess. September 29-30 will
see the return of a bigger and better
third annual PressFest. Juicing services
will be available over two days to allow
for higher volume producers to get
pressed on Saturday and for smaller
community batches of juice to take
place on Sunday along with fall fair
festivities.

11
review of the net metering program
is underway.
Peak Solar out of Lake Country
installed the system, and McNutt
says she has nothing but good things
to say about them. “As a result of the
fire hall, it looks like another family
has applied for a net metering permit
and others are interested, so it’s had
a bit of a spin-off effect, which is a
good thing,” she said.
The next hurdle is to raise
the money to pay for the water
connection. McNutt plans to apply
for a Gaming grant this summer to
cover this cost. The water system is
now owned by the Regional District
of Central Kootenay (RDCK).
“We’re planning to have an open
house this summer,” McNutt said.
“We won’t have water, but we’ll
have an open house to say thanks to
the community – everybody has been
so supportive.”
On top of the donations for
the solar project, the community
approved the department’s request
for $18,000 of CBT Community
Initiatives/Affected Areas funding
for equipment, and the Valentine’s
Gala raised a little over $12,000
from community members for the
department’s operational expenses.
The fire hall project has been
funded mostly by RDCK Area K
($185,000 plus $10,000 for the solar
project). “Director Peterson has been
super generous,” McNutt said.

COMMUNITY
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Jan and Ivan won second place in the adult category at the Big Air Band/ Lip Sync Contest.
Charlotte Farrell is Miss New Denver 2018.

First place business float in the New Denver May Days Parade went to Silverton Building Supplies.

Roxanne Hall belts out the dance tunes at the New Denver May Days dance.

Kaslo May Days featured a May Pole Dance by past dancers in celebration of Kaslo 125.

New Denver Citizens of the Year: Drs Burkholder and Hughes

by Jan McMurray
The New Denver Citizens of the
Year Award went to a couple who keeps
the community healthy and thriving –
Dr. Chuck Burkholder and Dr. Miranda
Hughes.
“When this gentleman stopped
at the intersection in 1993, this
community received the greatest gift
possible,” May Days Coordinator
Jessica Bernof said in her speech
announcing the award recipients. “For
over 24 years, Dr. Chuck Burkholder
and Dr. Miranda Hughes have provided
first class medical services to the
residents of New Denver and the entire
Slocan Valley.”
Bernhof said the couple is an

integral part of the community,
highlighting Dr. Hughes’ key role in the
summer music school in New Denver,
and Dr. Burkholder’s work “behind the
scenes” to keep the Slocan Community
Health Centre operating.
“He has managed to get difficult
documents signed, single handedly
built up a locum pool, and interviewed
prospective physician recruits – all
the while managing a three physician

location along with Nurse Practitioner
Donna Gibbons.”
Bernhof underlined the importance
of the health centre to the community,
as it provides jobs and an essential
service that enables people to remain
here. “New Denver cannot afford to
lose any more jobs and residents and
Dr. Chuck and his family have played
an incredibly large part in helping
people stay in this community.”

Dr. Chuck Burkholder & Dr. Miranda Hughes were named as New Denver Citizens of the Year.
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Two Citizen of the Year Awards presented in Kaslo’s 125th year
by Jan McMurray
A precedent was set in 2018,
Kaslo’s 125th birthday year, and
two Citizens of the Year were
announced by Mayor Suzan Hewat
at the May Days celebrations
– Paddy Flanagan and Molly
Semenoff.
Paddy was a leader in the
first Kaslo Scout group for many
years, a long-time volunteer with
Kaslo Logger Sports, and has
volunteered with Kaslo Search
and Rescue for over 28 years. He
was never “hampered by the cold
temperatures, rainy weather or
darkness. He was always ready
and willing to help if the ‘jaws of
life’ was needed at a motor vehicle
accident,” Mayor Hewat said.
Paddy is the kind of guy who

makes Kaslo a great place to live.
He helps seniors bring in their
wood, was there to assist during
the installation of new hog posts at
the Moyie, and he has helped get
the power back on countless times.
Molly Semenoff is an
active member of the Victorian
Community Health Centre
Auxiliary, a Red Cross Loan
program operator, and a mainstay
of the quilting and knitting group
that makes items for local and
national disaster relief.
S h e s e r v e d a s Vi l l a g e
councillor from 1976 to 1978
and was active in the Chamber
of Commerce for many years.
She was also very involved in
supporting minor hockey, the
figure skating club, and the Girl

Guides in earlier years.
Molly and her husband opened

submitted
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay board has taken the next step
in the process to purchase land for a new
regional park. Based on information
presented in the staff report received at a
special open meeting May 25, the Board
gave the first, second, and third readings
of the loan authorization bylaw that will
provide the RDCK share of the funding
for the acquisition of land.
This follows several months of
community consultation and negotiation
with the seller. The land, made up
of approximately 69.68 hectares
surrounding the Crawford Bay beach
and wetlands, is being purchased from
Kokanee Springs Resorts (KSR) for
$2.85 million. The purchase is being
partially funded with $800,000 from
Columbia Basin Trust with the balance
coming from property taxes and reserve
funds.
Historically, KSR has allowed the
public to access Crawford Bay wetlands
and the beach through a portion of its
property. Last summer, KSR listed the
land for sale, which prompted members
of the community to express interest in
the RDCK acquiring it for regional park
purposes.
The park acquisition is the result
of ongoing public consultation and

community involvement which included
four open houses. On December 14,
the RDCK Board received an informal
community petition with 942 signatures

requesting the creation of a new park in
Crawford Bay.
Additional funding of $2,070,707
for the purchase will be borrowed and

Cornucopia Natural Foods Store,
expanding access to healthy,

locally grown, and organic food
in the community.

Area D Director Aimee Watson and Mayor Suzan Hewat, dressed for Kaslo’s 125th, congratulate Kaslo’s Citizens of the Year 2018
Molly Semenoff and Paddy Flanagan.

RDCK approves land acquisition for Crawford Bay park

New agriculture
committee announces
public consultation

submitted
The all-party BC Select Standing
Committee on Agriculture, Fish and
Food has opened its public consultation.
The newly established committee is
responsible for examining matters
concerning agriculture, fish and food in
BC and its first inquiry will focus on local
meat production and inspection.
The committee wants to hear from
local farmers, producers, processors,
restaurateurs and consumers. The
information collected through this
consultation will directly inform the
committee’s recommendations. British
Columbians are invited to participate in
the consultation by presenting at a public
hearing, making a written, audio or video
submission, or completing an online
survey. More information, including
the discussion paper, is available online:
www.leg.bc.ca/cmt/aff.
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funded through an annual taxation of
approximately $113,928 of the affected
service area, at a rate of $0.1607
per $1,000 of residential converted

assessment. A $350,000 residential
property would pay $56.35/year based
on the 2018 assessment. Remaining costs
will be funded through reserves.

COMMUNITY

14

Another fantastic Kaslo Logger Sports weekend
In celebration of Kaslo’s 125th,
the Kaslo Logger Sports committee
integrated local competitors into events
on both days. With the likes of local
competitors Jeff and Rob Mattes, Bruce
and Colin Jacobs, Kim Planidin, Gary
Burns, Glenn and Jacob Erickson,
Andrea Hand, and newcomer Marie
Ange Fournier-Beck, this year’s Logger

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVE HEAGY

submitted
Considering potential flooding
conditions, this year’s Logger Sports
competition went off without a hitch.
Sunny skies and a team effort from
the Kaslo Logger Sports Committee
contributed to a competitive weekend
of local, novice, intermediate, women
and open competitors.
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Sports represented a great achievement
for local loggers, new and experienced.
Despite the creeping flood
conditions, every event went ahead
except the Springboard Chop, which
was replaced by a Standing Chop event.
The Canadian Championship
awards, the most coveted by the
competitors, were won as follows:
Novice Obstacle Pole – Scott Thompson
(Sponsor: Nelson Ford Sales);
Intermediate Underhand Chop - Cody
Labahn (Sponsor: Kaslo Front Street

Market); Women’s Obstacle Pole Erin Lavoie (Sponsors: Stella Jones
and FortisBC); Open Choker Race Brian Bartow (Sponsor: PRT Growing
Services).
Some of the highlights of the
weekend were the power and precision
of “The Widow Maker” (Mitch Hewitt Open Logger of the Weekend); the agility
and endurance of Brian Bartow, winner
of the Open Tree Climb and Open Log
Rolling; and of course the unanimous
Lady Logger of the Weekend, Erin

Lavoie for her unparalleled performance
in all the women’s events.
Ben and Michelle Lafleur did a
superb job with the commentary, and
Hairy Productions provided music and
announcing equipment.
The Kaslo Logger Sports Committee
has much to be thankful for, especially
Mother Nature, but this weekend would
not have been possible without the
committee and other volunteers, the
sponsors, the competitors, and the
spectators.

by Jan McMurray
Retreats, workshops, speaking
events, and sessions with bodywork and
other wellness practitioners are all on
offer at the Sentinel, on Kootenay Lake
just outside Kaslo. Owners Richard
Kay and Gillian Maxwell extend an
invitation to community members to
come and check it out.
“The Sentinel is all about
community. We’d like everyone to
come and be a part of it,” Richard said
during an on-site interview.
In June, two retreats are scheduled:
‘Self-Discovery through Song’ with
Brian Tate and ‘Developing Heart with
Conscious Movement’ with Meredith
Kalaman.
“We’re bringing health and
wellness and world-class facilitators
and speakers to Kaslo. You’d normally
have to travel to see them. It’s such a
great opportunity for people from the
region,” said Dustin East, operations
manager at the Sentinel.
It’s not necessary to stay at the centre
to attend the retreats and workshops.
Most of the programs are open to people
who are staying at home or elsewhere.
Conversely, people can stay at the centre
and create their own retreat without
attending the organized programs.
“We believe that the path to selfdiscovery looks different for everyone,”
Gillian says.
Leni Neumeier, Traditional
Chinese Medicine Practitioner, will be
practicing at the centre once a week,
and Richard and Gillian are looking
for other practitioners who’d like to
offer their services on a regular basis
in the peaceful treatment rooms in the
‘maloca.’
The maloca is the centrepiece of the
Sentinel. A large, round, timber frame
building with huge picture windows

and a wrap-around deck overlooking
the lake, this is the Sentinel’s main
workshop space. Richard explains that
the term ‘maloca’ was borrowed from
the Amazon region, where it signifies a
meeting hall and ceremonial space. On
May 16, master drummer Ron Stelting
christened the maloca with a drumming
group from Kaslo in a welcoming
ceremonial workshop.
The main building has an open
concept living room, kitchen, and dining
room on the second floor, and a roomy,
airy sunroom for breakout groups on
the first floor. The picture windows
provide stunning views of the lake and
mountains.
There are nine beautifully appointed
sleeping rooms, most with ensuite

bathrooms. Camping is also available.
The gardens and fruit trees on the
grounds provide organic food for the
guests. All food served at the Sentinel is
local and organic where possible.
The waterfront property is gorgeous,
with spectacular lake and mountain
views from almost everywhere. There’s
700 feet of waterfront in total and 200
feet of beach that’s good for swimming
and launching kayaks and canoes.
From the website: “Founded by
a husband and wife duo, Gillian and
Richard are developing the Sentinel
with a beautiful vision in mind: to
realize the full potential of humanity.”
Visit www.sentinelbc.ca for more
information and follow the Sentinel’s
journey on Instagram and Facebook.

World-class wellness retreats and events at the Sentinel near Kaslo

The Kaslo Logger Sports show was a huge hit again this year despite the soggy grounds.

June 8th - 11th Self-Discovery &
Song 3-day Workshop with renowned
vocal coach & choir director Brian
Tate. Brian will meet you where you
are at with a song, and bring the song
to life through your unique presence.
Find freedom in your voice! (41)
June 15th - 18th Developing Heart & Conscious Movement. Experience a
renewed sense of freedom & aliveness in your body! Join Meredith Kalaman
for 3 days of movement experiences that will awaken the pleasure and
creativity in your body and soul! (39)
Transformative experiences to elevate your mind, empower your body and
invigorate your soul.
Follow our journey on Facebook and Instagram - Contact us at
info@sentinelbc.ca Reach us at 1.250.353.2246

The Sentinel owners Richard Kay and Gillian Maxwell extend an invitation to the community.

It’s Sandal Season. New arrivals and exciting new styles!
Aravon, Rockport and Romika for women
Rockport and Dunham for men
Professional fitting, expert service.
www.vincedevito.com

Sole Sport Flips are back for men and women.

Check out
our new
Source
hiking sandals for men and women

www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-SpecialtyFootwear-LTD

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

Hurry in for best selection.
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NACFOR presents toad study results, seeks input at open house
by Claire Paradis
Even on a busy Thursday night,
the Nakusp and Area Community
Forest (NACFOR) open house had a
couple dozen visitors coming to learn
what the community forest had been
working on over the past year.
“Open houses are less
intimidating,” said President Kathy
Smith, who noted the informal setting
gives members of the public a chance
to discuss issues, voice concerns and
learn about aspects of NACFOR they
might not have known about. Smith
said it was a good venue for NACFOR
to learn about concerns from the
community that could be incorporated
into their management plan.
It’s one way NACFOR is trying to
connect with the public to ensure their
operations are reflecting the values
of the people who live in the area.

The board will be hiring a consultant
to examine the community forest’s
communication style and to look at
exploring new ways of engaging the
public.
It’s all part of staying current and
making sure they’re still following best
practises after 10 years of operations.
“Do we need to change things up?”
said Smith, who said the community
forest is always interested in examining
how they’re doing things.
Beth McLeod said there are people
who do come in off the street, so it
pays for NACFOR to have a storefront
where people can come ask questions.
Mostly people ask about firewood, but
there are people who come in wanting
to know more about what a community
forest is, or details about operations,
said McLeod.
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society

member Ann Meidinger was one of
the people who showed up to the
open house, looking for information
about what work was being done in
the Summit Lake area. NACFOR
harvested the last two of seven
cutblocks at Summit Lake in February
and March this year. The first five were
logged in winter 2017.
There has been concern that
logging has had a detrimental effect on
western toad habitat, so much so that
the Valhalla Wilderness Society made a
complaint to the Forest Practise Board.
The resulting investigation found that
NACFOR has taken reasonable steps
to protect the western toad population.
Operations manager Hugh Watt
was clear that there is no logging at
Summit Lake planned for this year,
but that NACFOR is still “committed
to the area.” The community forest

by Jan McMurray
Six senior secondary students
from Nakusp and Lucerne helped to
install 213 solar panels on the roofs
at Nakusp Elementary and Nakusp
Secondary the week of May 7.
“The actual installation of the
solar grid took a week, but the
planning, preparation and legwork
aback of the installation took over a
year,” Superintendent Terry Taylor
said in an interview.
Gabriel Nemiroff, Lucerne
student participant, said he really
enjoyed the preparatory work ahead
of the solar installations.
The students earned certificates

in Solar Energy and Technologies,
and Fall Safety. They continue to
learn from the solar projects, too, as
they monitor the amount of energy
produced by the panels on display
monitors in both schools that are
connected to the grids.
Students who participated in
this project were: Liam GosselinShandro and Gabriel Nemiroff from
Lucerne, and Carson Manegre, Jarod
Groenhuysen, Brayden Reardon,
and Alex Roberts from Nakusp
Secondary.
The students worked alongside
solar engineer Ed Knaggs, who
teaches solar technology at Camosun

College and has worked with School
District 10 students before, electrician
Dave Hanson from Nakusp, and
district carpenters Jamie Peterson
and Riley Gerber.
The project was supported by
a $220,543 grant from the Carbon
Neutral Capital Program and a
$2,700 Shoulder Tapper grant to
support the student learning aspect
of the project.
In 2015, 48 panels were installed
at Nakusp Elementary and 132
were installed at Lucerne. The 2018
project saw 144 more panels at NES
for a total of 192, and 69 panels for
NSS.

PHOTO CREDIT: ISAAC CARTER, ICANDYFILMS

Lucerne and Nakusp students install more solar panels on SD10 schools

Lucerne and Nakusp students recently installed solar panels on the roofs of both schools in Nakusp.

MLA Conroy welcomes new playgrounds for Kootenay schools
submitted
WE Graham Community School
in Slocan and Lucerne Elementary
Secondary School in New Denver
will each get $90,000 to build their
playgrounds.
Kootenay West MLA Katrine
Conroy said students are getting new
playgrounds from provincial funding
announced by the Premier and Minister
of Education.
“Playgrounds should be part
of a healthy childhood no matter
where you live,” said Conroy, who
is also the Minister of Children and
Family Development. “The previous
government forced parents to come
up with matching dollars for new

playgrounds, but our funding program
means they’ll be able to focus on their
kids’ education rather than becoming
full-time fundraisers.”
This funding is part of a new,
ongoing Playground Equipment
Program that will provide up to $5
million each year to school districts
to purchase new or replacement
playgrounds and fulfills a central
NDP campaign promise. Generally,
schools’ Parent Advisory Councils
have to fundraise large sums of money
for new and replacement playground
equipment, and schools without that
capability are left without playgrounds.
The new fund will ensure that kids
don’t have to suffer for years with

inadequate or unsafe playground
equipment, and that parents can focus
their energy on their children’s success.
Playgrounds are important for
children’s development and learning.
They encourage outdoor physical
activity and help students learn how
to share, work together, overcome
challenges and be creative. Outdoor
play can help students focus and learn
more effectively in the classroom.
Priority is given to schools where
there is currently no playground, and
then to schools where the existing
playground is aging. Districts that
did not receive funding this year will
receive funding next year, if they
apply for it.

is continuing to collect information
about western toad populations and
migrations, and using it to inform their
forest practices as well as providing
it to the Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development.
Other than western toads, a
pressing issue for the community
forest is finding parcels of land
that can be harvested for timber so
the company can make its annual
allowable cut quota. Watt said the
company is looking at roughly 40
small parcels of land to incorporate
into NACFOR’s timber area.
“We don’t want to take land away
from [other forestry companies],” said
Watt, who said the company has the
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special skills it takes to log smaller
parcels.
But NACFOR is not just about
the bottom line. Watt said working
for NACFOR and considering social
impacts is “very refreshing.”
“It makes you think creatively,”
said the manager, and delivers more
than just money. The profits must meet
the triple bottom line of economic,
social, and environmental benefits.
That can be tricky to do, he granted,
when there are conflicting values, but
the community is a good place to get
guidance.
“We’re not perfect,” said Watt.
“We’re glad to hear from people
and get little suggestions to big
suggestions.”
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BC Historical Federation conference in Nakusp hears the story of the Parent family and ALHS
by Claire Paradis
Life in Renata, baseball
history, the history of logging in
the Arrow Lakes area, and how
a caboose and snow plow were
brought to town were just a few
of the public lectures on offer
at the BC Historical Federation
(BCHF) conference in Nakusp.
The event brought historians
from all corners of the province to
connect with each other between
May 24 and 26.
As any historian knows,
history is made up of stories,
and the Arrow Lakes Historical
Society’s (ALHS) story is
interwoven with Nakusp’s Parent
family.
In her speech at the 2018
BCHF conference, Rosemarie
Parent told the story of the
Parents, and the birth of the
ALHS. The Parent family, whom
Rosemarie dubbed “ardent

Catholics”’ arrived in Nakusp
roughly 120 years ago. It was
Doreen Desrochers (née Parent)
and the Kinettes who had begun
saving important artifacts and
documents in the basement of
the Centennial Building, where
the Nakusp and District Museum
is located today.
But before and during that
same period, Rosemarie and
Milton Parent had met and
married each other, and lived a
life filled with music and family
before moving back to Nakusp.
Milton’s love of local history
and his ability with recording
equipment led him to capture
hundreds of hours of interviews
and collect more than 10,000
photographs which made up the
foundation of the ALHS archive.
Working with Dennis Stanley
at the Arrow Lakes News, the
newly minted historical society

Considering Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi for Details: 250-265-0002

created a cookbook with local
pictures for a fundraiser in the
1980s. It was the first of several
books for the society. The team
of Rosemarie and Milton Parent
and Barbara MacPherson put
together the prizewinning Faces
of the Past, and Milton garnered
the Lieutenant-Governor’s medal
for historical writing in 2001 for
Circles of Silver.
The ALHS separated from
the museum in 1998 due to a
difference in the organizations’
goals, said Rosemarie Parent.
And in 1999, Rosemarie procured
space in the old Hydro building in
Nakusp for the historical society’s
archives. When she balked at the
rental rate of $900 per year – “We
can’t afford that!” she’d declared
to the Hydro rep – they countered
with the more reasonable rate of
$400 a year.
Eventually, the building
became too small for the
archives as they grew, and Milton
proposed approaching the Village
with a plan for an addition to
the Centennial building. Thanks
largely to funding from the
Columbia Basin Trust, said
Rosemarie, the beautiful new
space is now the home to the

ALHS archives.
Unfortunately, Milton Parent
didn’t get to see the new archives.
Halfway through the project,
Milton suffered a heart attack,
followed by a fatal stroke. With
the help of Earl Frerichs and Ken
Williams, Rosemarie was able
to see the project to completion.
The next generation for
the ALHS Archives arrived

with Kyle Kusch, who revived
Milton’s Our Coloured Past
slideshow. He toured it through
the area to a great response.
Kusch has been the force behind
the digitization of photographs
and uploading materials online.
A new board and a technicallysavvy archivist have brought the
area’s history into a new era.
“I think Milton would be

very proud,” said Rosemarie.
Rosemarie’s memories of
Milton and their life together was
a loving tribute to the musically
talented man and his family.
With four kids, music, meals
and hockey, Rosemarie said she
also “got to be very organized.”
It’s a skill that’s served not only
her family but her community
very well.

by Jan McMurray
Columbia Basin Trust has
recently hired two Nakusp
residents, bringing the number
of CBT staff in the Nakusp office
to four.
“We are thrilled with the
new additions to our team and
look forward to a long working
relationship with them,” said
CBT CEO Johnny Strilaeff in an
interview.
Nakusp residents Hannah
Holden and Ulli Mueller are
the new Trust team members.
Hannah is Manager of Delivery
of Benefits and Ulli is Program
Coordinator of Delivery of
Benefits. They join Lynda
Lafleur, Manager of Community
Relations, and Rina Gresiuk,

Program Assistant, Delivery of
Benefits.
Strilaeff explained that the
Trust is taking a new approach
to hiring. He said that for the last
several years, new hires have
generally been allowed to choose
which office they’d like to work
in. The four CBT offices are
located in Castlegar, Cranbrook,
Golden, and Nakusp.
“What we’ve found is that
people tend to gravitate to the
larger communities, so we end
up with some imbalances in our
offices, and that’s what happened
in Nakusp. So we are going to
take a new approach. We are
going to require those roles in
those communities and use it
as an opportunity to showcase
the Trust as an employer in
the community. I think this
experience with the two recent
hirings in Nakusp shows this
approach can work.”
There have been just two
CBT staff in Nakusp since
Liz Gillis, manager of social
initiatives, retired last fall.
Strilaeff said working in an office
of two people is not the best work
environment, and it sends the
“wrong signal” to the community.
No matter which office
CBT employees work in, a
narrow geographic focus is

discouraged, Strilaeff said. “We
want everyone to feel a sense of
Basin responsibility.”
Strilaeff said Hannah will
be responsible for identifying
priorities and new program
opportunities in Delivery of
Benefits. “It could be a new
social program or a childcare
program, or a youth or
environment program, so Hannah
will be working with residents
and community organizations
throughout the Basin. She’ll be
putting some miles on,” he said.
Ulli, as program coordinator,
will provide oversight and
coordination of existing and new
Delivery of Benefits programs.
Lynda, as manager of
Community Relations, is “the
face of the Trust,” Strilaeff said.
“It’s her job to understand the
emerging issues, and to be the
conduit for folks who want to
engage with Trust in some way.”
Lynda has been with the Trust for
more than 11 years, since 2007.
Rina is almost the longest
serving CBT employee. Strilaeff
said. “She makes sure the wheels
stay on the bus. We depend on her
so much for all the support that
needs to be in place from program
development to implementation.
She really is the glue that keeps
it all together in all four offices.”

Two new Columbia Basin Trust staff join Nakusp office

OFFICE ASSISTANT 2
The Village of Nakusp has an employment opportunity for a permanent
Office Assistant 2. Reporting to the CAO/Treasurer, this position
assists with front counter duties and in the coordination and maintenance of the Village’s accounting records and completes other office
administration functions as required.
This position encompasses front counter duties along with accounting
and administrative work of moderate complexity including:
• Handling customers inquires
• Telephone reception
• Cash receipting
• Research for bylaws, policies etc.
• Tracking leases
• Processing mail
• Assist with preparation of council agenda packages
• Maintenance of related files and records
This position requires establishing and maintaining effective working
relationships with a variety of internal and external contacts and
working within established guidelines and policies. Since this position
performs front counter and reception duties, exceptional customer
service is required.
Desirable skills for the position include:
• Self-starter
• Organized and ability to manage several tasks simultaneously
• Demonstrate flexibility and employ a positive “Can Do” attitude
• Ability to follow oral and written instruction and work with
minimum supervision
The successful applicant must be comfortable interacting with the
public, using technology, being a team player and have keen administration and interpersonal skills. Ideal applicants will have experience in
an office environment and post-secondary education in book keeping
and/or administration. Experience in local government and with VADIM
software is an asset.
This is a temporary unionized position with a rate of pay of $25.75
per hour.
A complete resume of experience, qualifications and references will be
accepted until 4:00 pm, June 8, 2018, to the CAO, Village of Nakusp,
Box 280, 91 – 1st Street NW, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0; Fax: 250-2653788, or email cao@nakusp.com
Applicants not contacted within three weeks of the competition closing
date are thanked for their interest.
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Kaslo council, May 22: FortisBC 2017 revenues from Kaslo elusive

by Jan McMurray
• The Village, as intervenor
in the BC Utilities Commission
(BCUC) proceedings on FortisBC’s
rate design application, has written
to BCUC to ask them to review
FortisBC’s response to the Village’s
question: “What was the revenue
earned by FortisBC in the calendar
year 2017 within the Village of
Kaslo?” FortisBC has declined
to answer the question, claiming
that it is out of the scope of the
application. The Village believes it
is very relevant to the application
and includes a chart in the letter to
BCUC showing FortisBC’s revenues
from Kaslo from 2009 to 2016. Over
the eight years, revenue from Kaslo
has increased by 19.5%. FortisBC
revenue figures are provided to the
Village and all local governments
within its service area in October
every year; the Village is simply
asking for the information a few
months in advance for the benefit of
the BCUC process.
• Council agreed to offer a
one-season temporary licence of
occupation to Shred Central E-Bike
Rentals for the remnant parking stall
space beside Taqueria El Corazon
on Fourth Street for $375. There
were some conditions: that the
owner of Taqueria El Corazon
formally endorse the proposal;
that insurance and indemnification
be provided by proponent Jason

Since
Since1986
1986

Come see our great selection of new
jewellery, and lovely summer clothing!
Open 10 am to 5:30 pm every day.
and 10 am to 4 pm Sundays & Holidays
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

Energy Tips...

Power bars and octopus outlets should
be used with care and checked regularly
because they increase the electrical load
on the receptacle they’re plugged into
and they may heat up. Heat shortens
receptacle life and may lead to poor
connections and sparking. If neglected
and hidden behind furniture an octopus
may become a fire hazard.

Scarlett’s Electric (250)353-2563
Jaeden Woodland (250)366-4316

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Martin; that the licence area does
not extend beyond parked car width
into the road; renewal for subsequent
years depends on council’s review
of the policy later this year. The
consultation requirement in the
policy was waived in the interests
of expediency.
• The public hearing regarding
429 View Street was held before
the regular council meeting. No one
showed up to represent the property.
Council decided to order the owner/
tenant/ lessee and occupier of the
building to make the site safe and
clean, prevent access to the building,

remediate exterior areas of hazardous
concrete and girders, remove all
hazardous materials, untended
fruit trees, and noxious weeds on
the property. If the work is not
done within 30 days, the CAO is
authorized to have the work done and
bill the owner or occupier.
• Several motions were brought
forward from in camera at the May
8 council meeting. The Village will
lease a defined area of the Kaslo
City Hall to the Province for a fiveyear term for $4,500 plus GST per
year. A temporary lot consolidation
policy was approved. An area of the

airport gravel pit at the west end of
the property was leased to Stan Baker
Trucking Ltd. for a five-year term
for $3/cubic metre removed. The
Village will lease land to the CBC
for a five-year term for $1,500 plus
GST per year.
• A SWOT/gap analysis of the
Victorian Community Health Centre
has been scheduled for June 12
with Interior Health representatives
Cheryl Whittleton and Suzanne
McCombs, Georgie Humphries, Dr.
Smit, Mayor Hewat, and Director
Watson.
• The Hale Pump project was

approved at a cost of up to $20,000
from the Community Works Fund
reserve for pump equipment and
electrical servicing.
• The CAO was authorized to
approve the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival
2018 special event permit.
• Kaslo 125 grants of $500
each were awarded to Kootenay
Lake Historical Society and Kaslo
Outdoor Recreation and Trails
Society for events this season.
• The Site Licence for Columbia
Basin Broadband operations in the
basement of the Kemball Building
was approved for signature.

by Jan McMurray
T h e K a s l o L i q u i d Wa s t e
Management Plan Stage 3 Open House
on May 23 at the Legion filled up with
over 40 people for the 6:30 presentation.
Immediately afterwards, however, when
people wanted to ask questions, several
people walked out when facilitator Ed
Grifone insisted on the open house
format rather than a town hall meeting.
By way of explanation, he said the
open house format would help to avoid
having one or two people monopolize
the discussion.
During the Q&A after the
presentation, most of the questions were
about fairness and costs. Property owners
who are serviced by the sewer system
now, called Sewer Specified Area #1
(SSA1) property owners, have borne all
the costs of the system up to now.
Scott Wallace of TRUE Consulting
said that fairness concerns had come
up several times over the course of
the Liquid Waste Management Plan
(LWMP) process, and that he, Grifone,
and others involved in the plan would
like to have a meeting with SSA1
property owners to focus on their specific
questions.
During the presentation, Wallace
explained that the LWMP is a threestage process. Stage one, a general
overview, took place in Kaslo in 201213. Recommendations from stage two,
which happened in 2015-16, were that
the collection system be expanded to
Lower Kaslo first, and to Upper Kaslo
with time. Stage 3 is the implementation
plan with financing guidelines.
Wallace said there is no defined
timeline for the plan. Once it is approved
by the Province, the Village can go ahead
without holding a vote on it. However,
the costs are prohibitive. The maximum
Village borrowing for the sewer system
is limited to $1.5 million. The plan says
the Village will try to limit borrowing
to 33% of the project costs for projects
over $250,000.
Both in the presentation and in the
Q&A, Wallace explained the costs as

proposed in the Stage 3 Report.
Sewer system operating costs would
be paid via user fees by those connected
to the system.
The capital costs to lay the pipes to
expand the collection system would be
paid for by property owners in the new
service areas via property taxes. Whether
a property owner is connected to the
sewer system or not, as long as the pipe
runs past the property, the owner will pay
for the cost of laying the pipes.
Areserve fund would be established to
pay for replacement of this infrastructure
in the future and to offset the costs of
future treatment plant upgrades. Those
in the SSAs would for sure pay into
the reserve fund via property taxes,
and there is discussion about having all
Kaslo residents pay into the reserve fund
specifically for the treatment plant, as
the treatment plant arguably benefits the

entire community. To partially address the
fairness issue to SSA1 owners, a $1,000
contribution to the reserve fund would
be required by all those who connect to
the system. This way, new people on the
system ‘catch up’ with the SSA1 owners.
Properties that are exempt from
taxation in the SSAs would pay their
share of the capital costs of expanding the
system as well as annual operating costs,
and would pay into the reserve fund via
‘payments in lieu of taxation.’
The Stage 3 Report also proposes a
$25 per year property tax for all property
owners in Kaslo for sewage education
and monitoring.
The Village recently received a
$910,000 from the federal gas tax fund
to expand the sewer collection system
to approximately 60 properties in Lower
Kaslo. The grant will pay 100% of the
cost of laying pipe in the ground along

the lane which runs from the Royal
Canadian Legion to the Village of
Kaslo campground, to service properties
between AAvenue, B Avenue, 2nd Street,
and 5th Street. These 60 properties will
be in SSA2. All SSA2 property owners
will pay into the reserve fund – the same
amount as SSA1 property owners pay.
Those SSA2 owners who connect to
the system will pay the same user fee
as SSA1 owners, as well as the $1,000
contribution to the reserve fund to ‘catch
up’ with SSA1 owners, and will pay
a connection fee to the Village. SSA2
owners are lucky that the grant will
pay for 100% of the construction costs.
Without the grant, they would pay $925
per year over 25 years or $15,000 per
property.
For more information on Kaslo’s
LWMP, including the Stage 3 Report,
visit the Village of Kaslo website.

submitted
All are invited to join the Friends
of the Lardeau River advocacy society
and renowned author Eileen Delehanty
Pearkes for a presentation on the history
of the Columbia River Treaty. Gain an
understanding of its basic principles
and join some discussion around the
potential for a re-negotiated treaty to
address the losses.
‘Healing the Columbia River Basin:
how can the re-negotiation process
benefit local ecosystems?’ takes place
Saturday, June 9 at 7 pm at the Argenta
Hall.
In 1964, the US and Canada entered
into a joint agreement to manage
the flood control and hydro-electric
efficiencies of the upper Columbia
Basin. This agreement brought a
great deal of prosperity to the Pacific
Northwest, and catastrophic ecological
and cultural loss to the Canadian
Columbia Basin region.
Residents in the immediate area
of the Duncan Dam have said they
would love to see the dam completely
decommissioned and the reservoir
restored to the rich wildlife habitat it
once was. In light of the Columbia Basin
Treaty, of course, no foreseeable future
features such a reversal.
As a result, creative ways to mitigate
the dam’s negative impacts have also
been discussed over the years by
those living in the area. For instance,
to increase regional hydro electrical
production – and, possibly, reduce
consumer costs – the Duncan Dam’s
discharge should be used to create
electricity, rather than just to manage

flow. Another idea is to mitigate the
dam’s almost complete obstruction of
fish-bearing waters; its operators and
government should be actively exploring
innovative proposals to enhance fish
movement over or through the dam.
Other suggestions have focussed
on the legislative framework which
allows negative impacts to arise from
structures such as the dam. One line of
thought calls upon legislators to develop
and entrench far more rigorous fish and
wildlife habitat protection regulations
in order to truly protect the interests of
those who will live in the dam’s impact-

shadow for perpetuity.
Another line of thinking wonders
about having a hard look at the terms of
the treaty itself.
Please participate in this fascinating
and critically important discussion.
• After two decades of research,
travel and writing about the Canadian
portion of the Columbia River Basin,
Pearkes speaks with knowledgeable
enthusiasm. She brings energy and love
to discussions about how to care for
the rivers and lakes of this landscape.
The Friends of the Lardeau River are
delighted to welcome her to the valley.

submitted
After a very successful debut in
April, a musical drama about a young
Jewish woman who challenges the status
quo is returning to The Langham.
The creation of An Unconventional
Life began when local soprano Noémi
Kiss decided it was time to make her
dream, of singing the songs from the
movie Yentl, come true. She asked
Kaslo thespian Lynn van Deursen to
“write something theatrical” to showcase

the songs and tell the story, then asked
Nelson pianist Judy Runions to transpose
the orchestral score and accompany her.
As if speaking to a graduating class,
van Deursen and Kiss bring to life the
tale of an unconventional young woman
and her passionate pursuit of education.
Don’t miss this moving and engaging
show, June 8 at 7:30 pm in the Langham.
Tickets are $15, available at
Sunnyside Naturals and Willow Home
Gallery in Kaslo. www.thelangham.ca

Kaslo sewer system plan presented to the public

Columbia River Treaty – join the discussion in Argenta

Smash hit returns to Langham

Lynn van Deursen and Noémi Kiss return to the Langham with An Unconventional Life
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Nakusp council, May 14: NACFOR annual report enlivens and informs meeting

by Claire Paradis
Nakusp and Area Community
Forest (NACFOR) board members
swelled the numbers of the public
gallery during Nakusp Village
council’s May 14 meeting.
NACFOR President Kathy
Smith presented an overview of
2017 operations and a look ahead
at what’s on the horizon for the
community forest in 2018. A timber
supply analysis was completed in
2017, updating the harvest land base
according to the most recent timber
supply assumptions from 2016. The
review confirmed that NACFOR’s
land base is too small to support its
current annual allowable cut (AAC)
of 20,000 cubic metres of timber.
Smith said the company will be
looking at expanding their land base.
The cut control changes depending on
how many contractors are available,
and NACFOR tries to hire as many
local contractors as possible, she
noted.
NACFOR initiated two Strategic
Wildfire Protection Initiatives (SWPI)

in 2017. The Community Wildfire
Protection Plan, which will be
completed by July 2018, will assess,
prioritize and give recommendations
to mitigate the threat of wildfire to
Nakusp and Regional District of
Central Kootenay (RDCK) Area K.
The FireSmart program coordinator
presented information sessions,
completed a FireSmart Community
Plan and Communications Strategy,
and completed 17 home assessments
in the Nakusp area.
NACFOR hired an independent
consultant in 2017 who created,
adjudicated, and evaluated the
NACFOR management contact,
which was awarded to True North
Forestry in December 2017.
Board directors also got time
out on the ground to see operations,
which Smith said “makes it real,
rather than just looking at paperwork
and reports.”
President Smith returned to
NACFOR’s mission statement that
states the community forest strives
to balance economic, ecological,

• Enrolment in the district’s
school has dropped again, to 427
full-time equivalents from 429 last
month.
• Ten children are now registered
for Burton Elementary with the
possibility of two more, and
enrolment is projected to grow to 20
students in a few years. Interviews
for the teacher took place in early
May, with CUPE staff postings
following later in May.
• Students had a great showing at
the annual RoboGames tournament
held at Selkirk College in Castlegar
on April 28 and used the robots
they had created to compete in a
range of challenges. In RoboGames,
students create, build, test, and
program robots during after school
or lunch hours with support from
their teacher sponsors and parents,
and then take their bots to the
Games, a West Kootenay regional
tournament sponsored by Selkirk
College. 23 students from Nakusp
and Edgewood competed in teams
and individually. NES took first
place and EES took second in the
Battle Bot competition; EES took
first in the Soccer Bot competition
and NSS/NES won second place in
the Balloon Pop tournament.
• After the annual extensive
budget consultation process, trustees
approved a budget of $8,723,563.
The forecast is that the 2018/19
budget will expend $323,352 of the
board’s accumulated reserves as
costs to run the schools continue to
be higher than the Ministry funding
provided for.
This is primarily a status quo
budget in terms of staffing, with no
teacher reductions and small CUPE
staff reductions where educationally
appropriate; reductions of 15% in
teacher professional learning, and
10% in other areas of the budget.
There is an increase of $15,000 to
provide fine and performing arts

opportunities for students across the
district; an amount will be added
to each school’s budget to enhance
these opportunities.
• A surveyor will be working
the week of May 17 to complete the
official survey of the Fauquier School
property with the ultimate aim of
subdividing into two lots. Next step
is the geotechnical survey as the
school property is on a floodplain.
• Board Chair Lora Lee Brekke,
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer Shelly
Woolf and Superintendent/SecretaryTreasurer Terry Taylor attended an
April 30 Funding Review Session
with the Independent Review Panel.
“Our team, and the other Kootenay
Boundary teams raised many
concerns about the challenges of the
current funding formula in meeting
the actual costs of rural and remote
schools and districts,” Taylor’s report
says. “Rural schools and districts
have higher costs for transportation
and travel, for staffing, and for
providing quality learning for their
students due to geographic factors
and small schools. In addition to the
SD 10 Funding Review Submission,
our team also shared the Rural
Education Advisory Submission with
the panel.”

School District #10
Superintendent’s May update

and social concerns in a manner that
optimizes benefits both for local and
global communities.
“That means a lot,” said Smith.
“There’s a lot to think about.” The
board is currently challenging itself
as to whether it really knows what the
local values are, she said.
“Are we meeting our social goals
to promote community stability and
community involvement? How are
we doing with that? Are we ensuring
stability of area foresters? Are we
succeeding?” Smith said the board
is tackling questions around how to
balance different community needs,
and a subcommittee will be meeting
with someone external to NACFOR
that will help them ask “the hard
questions.”
• The next delegation was Kerri
Wall, Community Health Facilitator
from Interior Health. Wall was
promoting the Healthy Communities
program, which focuses on preventive
health, and is promoting Plan H, a
resource for municipal governments.
She asked if the Village would partner
with Interior Health when doing
community planning, and suggested
the following possible motion: “The
Village of Nakusp would like to
partner with Interior Health whenever
possible to promote health and
wellness in the community and reduce
the risk factors for chronic disease.”
• The results of the Downtown
Revitalization Plan public presentation
were brought before council in a
special meeting on May 3. Council
approved in principle Option 2B,
which is the completion of the three
blocks from 5th Avenue to 2nd Avenue
without mid-blocks.
• Nakusp now has a public art
policy in place, which will make them
eligible for Columbia Basin Trust
public art grants, thanks to a motion at
the May 14 meeting. Funding a public
art project would dovetail nicely with
the Downtown Revitalization Plan,
said CAO Taylor. The deadline for
grants is June 28, and the Village
will be making an application. A
committee will be set up to make
recommendations to council on the
selection and location of artwork.
• The results of the cannabis
survey brought interesting results
to council. There were 127 surveys
returned, and the majority said that
the Village should permit only one
recreational cannabis retailer, and that
it should be far away from schools
and daycares. A desire to regulate
where marijuana can be legally grown

and smoked was also reflected in
most responses. The Village would
be responsible for issuing business
licenses once the provincial license
has been attained by the retailer.
• Councillor Bill Tobey told
council that Rec. Commission 4 grants
have been disbursed and projects
include a squash camp for kids,
resurfacing the baseball diamonds,
coaches for Summit Lake Racers,
and topsoil for the Hummingbird
Community Garden. The community
garden has also applied for summer
grants for two coordinators for youth
programs this summer.
• Councillor Tom Zeleznik said
the Society for Nakusp Community
Events (SNCE) is looking for
volunteers and suggestions for July
1 celebrations.
• Council voted to use voting day
registration instead of the provincial
voters list for the municipal election
this fall. CAO Laurie Taylor said
although it may take a bit more time
to register on voting day, it cuts down
on costs of advertising, printing, and
the time to ensure the accuracy of a
voters list.
• Scooping the poop is now a
requirement, according to the newly
updated Animal Control Bylaw. The
bylaw, which also states dogs must
be on leash and under control, now
includes the requirement for dog
walkers to clean up after their canine
friends.
• Council passed the first three
readings of a bylaw to set up reserve
funds for future costs for expenditures
on current and future Village assets
like cemeteries, park lands, and
parking lots.
• Nakusp will be celebrating
National Health and Fitness day on
June 2 with free biking, running,
walking, and yoga events through
the day. Recreation Assistant Codie

Jones made a brief report to council
outlining the day’s activities.
• The Statement of Financial
Information (SOFI) was included
in the agenda package and was
approved by council. The SOFI
contains information about Village
assets, revenues and expenditures
including salaries of its highest
earning employees.
• Look for a vegan food wagon
by the Nakusp beach this summer. In
their application to the Village for a
business license, TastyTimes Vegan
Eatery said they would be serving
up food 11 am-8 pm by the beach
Wednesday to Sunday. Council voted
to approve the application once the
trailer design was confirmed to be
within the required dimensions.
• The June 11 Nakusp council
meeting has been cancelled and will
be rescheduled.

FOSTER HOME
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY!
“Mama Kitty” needs a quiet foster
home while she waits for her forever
home! She is an older (14 years),
adult female, spayed, with long-hair
and beautiful tortoiseshell colouring.
Please call PALS at 250-265-3792
TODAY if you can help our beautiful
Mama Kitty!
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Brown, Arthur Graham “Bud”
May 27, 1933 - May 18, 2018

It is with deep sadness that the family of Arthur “Bud” Brown of Nakusp, BC
announce that he passed away peacefully at the age of 84.
He will be lovingly remembered by his son, Don (Ella) Brown of Logan Lake,
BC; daughter, Tamis (Perry) Rombough of St. Albert, AB; 9 grandchildren; 17
great grandchildren; brother, Jim Brown of Vancouver; sister, Frances Brown
of Nelson; and numerous cousins, nephews and nieces.
Bud was predeceased by his beloved wife of 64 years, June; and their sons,
Graham and Arthur “Buddy” Brown; grandsons, Richard Brown of Logan
Lake BC and Adam Rombough of St. Albert, AB; and his brother, Jack Van
Buren of Nelson, BC.
He was a loyal, long time member of Star of the West Lodge No. 69 in Nakusp
and the Scottish Rite of Canada and a life member of Martha Chapter No. 24
in Nakusp and Minto Chapter No. 79 in Castlegar.
Bud was also a proud 45 year member of the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers and began his career in the electrical trade in Hope, BC,
moving to Nelson, BC then Creston, BC where he met and married June
Reed. They then began their family and continued his career in Dawson
Creek, BC before finding their forever home in Nakusp, BC.
The funeral will be held Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 11 a.m. at the Robertson
Memorial United Church in Nakusp, followed by interment at the Glenbank
Cemetery.
The family asks that, in lieu of flowers, donations to the BC Cancer Agency, 600 W10th, Vancouver BC V5Z 4E6 would be appreciated.
To send condolences, please visit www.connelly-mckinley.com.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
SINGLE PARENT HOMESCHOOLING
YOUTH for medical reasons not able to
seek employment. Your refundable bottles
and cans will help! Call 250-352-9916
Tues.-Thurs. Noon-4 pm to arrange for
pickup. Thank you for your support!
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo
and Area D with affordable housing.
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday &
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding
for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/
Kaslo EDC.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and
ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn

more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

THE BIG AIR BAND/ LIP SYNC
CONTEST was another knockout show!
Thank you so very much to all the performers
and the wonderful audience – you all rock!
Congratulations to the winners: 1st place
adult: Penelope Stuart; 2nd place adult: Ivan
Nicholson and Jan McMurray; 3rd place
adult: Danika Hammond. 1st place kids:
Riley Oldham and Ayla Kipkie; 2nd place
kids: Netta Hager and her pack; 3rd place
kids: Netta and Keshet Hager. Kudos to the
judges: Martina Avis, Lynette Lightfoot,
and Chris Warren. Much appreciation to
the crew: Katrina Sumrall, Michael Dorsey,
Hank Hastings, Danika Hammond, Ray,
and Darren. Many thanks to the volunteers
who worked at the rehearsal and the event:

CLASSIFIED ADS

Janice Gustafson, DJ Wright, Colin Moss,
Marsh, Yu, and everyone who stayed behind
to clean up. We’re very grateful to our
Chamber members who generously donated
prizes: New Market Foods, Valhalla Pure,
Silverton Building Supplies, Valhalla Inn,
The Apple Tree, Glacier View Cabins,
Silverton Resort, Golf Course Restaurant
(Fork in the Road), Camp Cafe, Sew Much
More, New Denver Community Pharmacy,
Rutabaga Foods. Special thanks to the
organizing committee: Janice Gustafson,
Nikta Boroumand, Jessica Rayner, Jan
McMurray, and Norma Kilpatrick (aka
the Grand Dame of Ham), who also is the
director, producer, emcee and lip sync artist
extraordinaire, and who really makes this
show happen!
A special mention for our sponsors:
Slocan Lake Gallery Society, Columbia
Power Corporation, Columbia Basin Trust.
-Slocan District Chamber of Commerce

COMING EVENTS

DROP-IN CLAY CLASSES at Artel
Studios in New Denver. The studio will
be open to aspiring clay artists every
Monday 1:30-4:30. Show up or call Ellie
250-358-2689.

CHUCKLEBERRY FARM Gardening
Workshop - Grow squash in straw while
generating soil; Produce higher yields;
Successfully transplant large healthy
starts without shocking; Grow vertically;
Bokashi speedy composting; Year-round
microgreens; Interactive garden tour; Lunch
and Garden Starts included. Grow your
best garden ever! $75. Jon, 250-359-6669.
Chuckleberrycommunity.ca
REGISTER NOW for Convergence
Writers’ Weekend, June 15-16 at Silverton
Memorial Hall. Our theme this year is
‘Keeping a Civil Tongue,’ exploring ways
writers and readers can improve the toxic
state of social media and public discourse.
Guest speakers Friday evening will include
James Hoggan, former Chair of the David
Suzuki Foundation, best-selling author
and president of an award-winning public
relations firm. Retired City of Nelson
Councillor and author Donna Macdonald
will discuss her two decades of experience
in public service. Sign up for one of two
Saturday workshops: Macdonald’s ‘Seeking
and Keeping Civility,’ or with Sean Arthur
Joyce for ‘From Mundane to Gripping:
Mastering Prose.’ Registration deadline

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
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is June 1. Writing samples for Joyce’s
workshop were due May 19. For more
details or to register visit: http://widespot.
ca/convergence-writers-weekend/
LANGHAM’S ANNUAL
FUNDRAISING SUMMER YARD
SALE Saturday June 2, 9:30 am-2 pm.
Members early-bird entry from 9-9:30
am. Good quality donations (no clothes or
toys) drop off at the Langham Friday June
1, Noon-4 pm. Volunteers needed. Call or
text 250-819-8784 or email langham@
netidea.com
THE SLOCAN CURLING CLUB is
having a liquidation of all items by donation
or best offer on Saturday, June 2. Tools,
chairs, tables, kitchen appliances, vintage
coke machine, etc. Items too many to list...
903 Hume St., Slocan City, 10 am-2 pm.
SATURDAY, JUNE 2 is the 12th annual
Fishing Derby in Slocan City, hosted by
the Slocan Volunteer Fire Department, First
Responders and Technical Rescue Society.
Tickets sold at Mountain Valley Station and
Slocan Village Market in Slocan. There is
an entry fee of $10. Registration starts at
6 am at Slocan Lake Boat Dock, and the
last weigh-in is at 4 pm. There are lots of

• BICYCLE

Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

TOWING
Slocan Towing

Serving the Slocan Valley
24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service
250-226-7084

Alongside Mountainberry

ENVIRONMENT

250-358-7199

info

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.
$11.00 + GST
Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

TUES

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

ADVERTISING

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST
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prizes, whether you fish or not! There will
additionally be refreshments and burgers at
the Gazebo. For more information, contact
Craig Roussain at 250-355-2267 or Kevin
Marr at 250-355-2468.
THE FRIDAY MARKET in New Denver
begins on June 8 this year and continues every
Friday 10 am to 2 pm until the end of September.
For info, please call Paula at 250-358-2774.
THE LANGHAM PRESENTS a reprise
of AN UNCONVENTIONAL LIFE Friday
June 8 @ 7:30 pm. The local theatre smash
hit about a young Jewish woman who
challenges the status quo is back by popular
demand! Tickets $15 Sunnyside & Willow.
www.thelangham.ca
CAFÉ LANGHAM presents MOUNTAIN
BLUES Art Joyce Book Launch - Sunday
June 10, 3 pm. Join Kootenay author
Sean Arthur Joyce for an under-the-cover
exploration of his new novel about a small
village struggling for survival. $10 donation
at the door. www.thelangham.ca
WE GRAHAM COMMUNITY
SERVICE SOCIETY Annual General
Meeting - Saturday, June 9 at 1 pm. Held
at WE Graham Community School Library,
1001 Harold Street, Slocan.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens each
Friday, 10 am to 2 pm, June through
September, in downtown New Denver.
Come to this beautiful market under shady
maple trees for fresh organic local produce,
flowers, delicious prepared food and local
artisans’ wares. For info: 250-358-2774 or
email ndfridaymarket@gmail.com.

SIX PERSON TENT. Never used. $170.
250-358-2440.

Accommodation available. Call 250-3532262.

FREE GILBERT & CO. PIANO to give
away. Call 250-362-5018.

HU HAS BEEN USED for thousands of
years as a prayer, mantra and sacred chant
to attune oneself with the presence of God.
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul/
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help.
For information on AA: in New Denver,
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 3539617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104;
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New
Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 358-7904. Please, if you can’t
get through, try another number.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WILDFIRE HAS NO MERCY. Not to
prepare is preparing for disaster. Firehawks
rooftop sprinklers, winter intro price, call
250-365-6887.

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

FREE

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.

REIKI, HANDS-ON-HEALING, First
Degree beginners workshop. June 3 & 4,
10 am to 3 pm each day, in Slocan. Agnes
Toews-Andrews, Certified Reiki Master/
Teacher. Certificate class includes manual,
follow-up sessions and my new highly rated
insightful book, The Goddess Lives. Fee:
$200. Please call or email: 250-777-2606
www.isismoonpublishing.com
CARE AIDE NEEDED with Care Aide
Certificate or equivalent for mature disabled
male. Will train. Reply with brief resume
to Care Aide, Box 433, New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0.
EXPERIENCED LINE COOK wanted
at the Kaslo Clubhouse Restaurant.

NOTICES

PETS

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at
www.proudofmydog.ca
SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
Glass Mosaic: Sat, June 16, 9am3:30pm, Rabi’a’s Studio, Winlaw.
Materials Incl. $110

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA
SERVICES

SPRING SPECIAL CHIMNEY
SWEEPS - Now booking! Last year’s
rate. WETT certified. Call or email to find
out which day we are coming to your area.
Redpointchimney.com 250-354-3489.

ghghghgh
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Raising awareness of elder abuse
submitted
Abuse or neglect can happen to
any older adult. In fact, contrary to
commonly held beliefs, most older
adults who experience abuse or
neglect are mentally competent, are
not dependent on other people, and
do not require constant care. The
prevalence for elder abuse in Canada
for those not in residential facilities
is 8.2%.
About 80% of abuse/neglect of
older adults is hidden or undetected;
only about one in five cases of abuse
come to the attention of community
agencies or authorities. Financial
abuse is the most commonly reported
and accounts for over half of elder
abuse cases.
June 15 was declared World
Elder Abuse Awareness Day by the
United Nations. The Nelson & Area
Elder Abuse Prevention Program
and the local Community Response
Networks invite you to participate in
awareness and prevention activities
at the following locations:
Kaslo Seniors Branch Hall Open
House, June 14, 8:30 – 9:30 am;
Kaslo Farmers Market, June 16,
10 am – 2 pm;
Chahko Mika Mall, Nelson, June
15, 10 am – 2 pm;
Nelson & District Credit Union
(NDCU) Nelson Community Branch,
shredding by donation: June 15, 10
am – 1 pm;

NDCU East Shore Community
Branch, June 15, 10 am – 1 pm.
For more information please
contact Nelson & Area Elder Abuse
Prevention at 250-352-6008.

Next
Valley Voice
Deadline:
May 25,
2018

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Leaf Cabinetry

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

mobile

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter

Darrell A. Olsen
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

K&A

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		
Phone: 250-265-4621
email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Mirage Studio exhibits at Mama Sita’s Café
submitted
Mirage Studio, which has been
exhibiting at Frog Peak Café until the
end of May, will be traveling north to
Mama Sita’s Café. Frantisek Strouhal,
Passmore artist, will be displaying his
amazing artworks at Sita’s.
Strouhal captures figures in
dreamlike metaphysical realms with
the application of a traditional 19th
century technique combined with his
unique contemporary yet timeless
artistic vision.
His artworks can be found in
numerous private and public collections
in Canada, the United States, and
Europe. His portfolio ‘Art Embracing
Awareness’ has been featured in many
juried and invitational exhibitions
throughout North America.
Strouhal’s work is created to
connect with others in contemplation

HOURS
11:30 AM - 8 PM

and peace. The ambience is meant to
be dreamy and unhurried with a style
that opens the window to reflection
and emphasizes a sense of mystery
through a variety of textures, shapes,
and shadow play.
Strouhal is delighted to bring his
creations to the charming Mama Sita’s

Café, located in downtown Winlaw in
the heart of the Slocan Valley. Come
and enjoy his awe-inspiring art while
savouring the café’s delicious food,
warm atmosphere, and live music.
You can view Frantisek Strouhal’s
artworks at www.frantisekstrouhal.
com.

Bathing in the Light, by Frantisek Strouhal.

Open Thurs - Sun

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY
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Initiative petition
to cancel Site C approved
submitted
British Columbia’s Chief
E l e c t o r a l O f f i c e r, K e i t h
Archer, has granted approval in
principle on an initiative petition
application. The petition will be
issued to proponent Ion Delsol
Moruso on July 3. The title of
the initiative is: “An initiative to
cancel the Site C Dam project.”
Any registered voter can
apply to have a petition issued to
gather support for a legislative
proposal. After the petition is
issued, the proponent will have
90 days to canvass and collect
signatures of at least 10% of
the registered voters in each of
British Columbia’s 87 electoral
districts.

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST
H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Summer Hours!
Monday to Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Sunday
11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

GIFTS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
– Bulk Ordering –

Individuals or organizations
who intend to oppose the initiative,
conduct initiative advertising,
or canvass for signatures must
be registered with Elections BC.
The deadline to apply to be an
opponent of the initiative is June 4.
Registered voters as of July 3,
2018 may sign the petition once,
and only for the electoral district
in which they are registered.
“This initiative petition
application is the eleventh to be
approved since the Recall and
Initiative Act came into force in
1995,” says Archer.
For more information on
the initiative petition, visit the
Elections BC website (elections.
bc.ca).

ADVERTISING

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

slocan city
trading

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
furniture etc.
We buy guitars

Your ad could
be here for only
Kaslo Clothes Hanger
$11.00 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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CCL lobbies for clear roadmap to GHG emissions targets in BC
submitted
The Citizens’ Climate Lobby
(CCL) travelled to Victoria the week
of May 7 to call for significant climate
action by the BC government. Dona
Grace-Campbell from Kaslo was one
of the CCL members in the group.
CCL annually lobbies MPs in
Ottawa, but this was the first time

members of the organization from
across BC have lobbied Victoria.
“The idea to go to Victoria started
taking shape while I was working
as a registered nurse in a remote
coastal First Nations community.
The community’s marine-dependent
livelihood is threatened by ocean
acidification and the prospect of oil

tanker traffic through their territorial
waters,” explained Grace-Campbell.
The idea took with fellow CCL
members, and fundraising began to
finance the trip to the capital. Unlike
well-funded professional lobbyists,
the group organizes events such as
garage sales to support their efforts
for the planet.

“What started as a notion to
engage a few MLAs quickly became
a substantial lobbying campaign –
one in which BC’s youth would play
a prominent role,” Grace-Campbell
said.
The first day of lobbying saw
the important announcement of a bill
by Minister of the Environment and
Climate Strategy George Heyman,
which would legislate greenhouse
gas (GHG) emission targets for 2030
and 2040.
“BC has blown by its 2020
emission targets, and some places in
our province are already experiencing
a 2°C rise in temperature, which is
above the upper global limit agreed
upon by the nations at the Paris
Summit. Creating and implementing
the roadmap to these targets is
urgently needed,” Grace-Campbell
said. “The youth in our lobby group
eloquently expressed their concerns
that these targets be met and stressed
the need for bold action if they are to
inherit a province free from the worst
economic and environmental ravages
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of climate change.”
The group met with 17 ministers
and MLAs, including Minister of
Environment and Climate Strategy
George Heyman, Minister of Energy
Mines and Petroleum Michelle
Mungall, Minister of Children and
Families Katrine Conroy, Minister
of Labour Harry Bains, Minister of
Municipal Affairs and Housing Selina
Robinson, and the ministerial assistant
to Minister of Finance Carole James.
The group also met with the critic for
Environment and Climate Change
Peter Milobar and other members
of the Liberal caucus, as well as
members of the Green Party caucus.
“On our return we drove past
homes devastated by this spring’s
historical flooding, in some areas
exacerbated by last summer’s recordsetting wildfires – a keen reminder
of the how vulnerable our local
communities and economies are to
the increased risks associated with
climate change – and under-scoring
the pleas for urgent action by BC’s
youth,” she said.

The Citizens’ Climate Lobby (CCL) travelled to Victoria the week of May 7 to call for significant climate action by the BC government. Left to right:
Anni Holtby, Laura Sacks, Kayla Brent, Dona Grace-Campbell, Judy O'Leary, Caelen Cook, Linn Murry

Kootenay Lake School District 8 approves budget
submitted
The Kootenay Lake School District
No. 8 (SD8) 2018/2019 annual budget in
the amount of $66,460,521was approved
at the May 22 special board meeting.
A press release issued by the school
district says the highlights of the budget
are an increased number of teachers
and ‘Focus-Learn-Excel,’ an $800,000
professional learning series for teachers,
principals, and support staff in the areas
of literacy, numeracy, inclusion and
indigenization.
“The number one impact on student
success in school is the quality of
teaching and learning. Focus-LearnExcel is a multifaceted professional
learning investment aimed at
empowering employees throughout the
system. Many are excited to get started,”
Superintendent/CEO Dr. Perkins said in
the press release.
Board Chair Trenaman added,
“Annual budgets are hard work, and
cannot fulfill all of the great ideas and

initiatives put forward in the process.
This budget provides more teachers for
students as well as rich and engaging
professional learning for staff. The
board looks forward to the impact this
budget and future budgets will have on
completion rates over time.”
SD8 aims for transparency and
inclusion in the budget approval
process, and the final budget takes

into consideration discussions with
students, stakeholders, principal and
vice-principals, senior staff, and trustees.
Dawn Lang, Committee Chair, thanks all
members of the Finance & Operations
Committee of the Whole for their time and
commitment throughout the 2018/2019
budget process. The 2018/2019 Annual
Budget and supporting documentation
can be found on the SD8 website.

Earth Temple Gardens is committed to producing high quality, nutrient-rich organic vegetables in the most
sustainable way possible to nourish our local communities while enriching and supporting the biodiversity of the land.
Cultivating approximately 2 acres of land in Argenta and the Lake Head and Beyond farmlands in Meadow Creek.
Produce can be bought/eaten widely: at the Meadow Creek Store; in Kaslo at the Kaslo Farmer’s Market, Bluebell
Bistro, Taqueria El Corazon, Cornucopia, Front Street Market, Sunnyside Naturals; and in Nelson at the Kootenay
Co-op, Ellison’s, Save-on-Foods, Tulsi Conscious Café, All Seasons, Red Light Ramen, Yum Som, Kurama Sushi,
Soups in Seasons, and El Taco. Contact: 250-366-4618, https://earthtemplegardens.wordpress.com/
The Lardeau Valley Agriculture Showcase Project

Lardeau Valley is a West Kootenay bread basket! Support your local farmers and buy local!!
Brought to you by
; lardeauvalley.wordpress.com

Emma Smith and Keshet Hager, WE Graham students, volunteer at the Slocan Community
Library for their school community service project. Here, they promote the library’s new
program to lend chalk for decorating the library’s sidewalk.

Betty Greger
1932 - 2018
Betty Greger passed away on Friday
afternoon of May 18, 2018 in Royal
Inland Hospital in Kamloops on her
86th Birthday. Betty was born in
Suameer, Freisland in 1932 as Bintje
Teunnisen. She emigrated to Canada
in June of 1949.
Betty was predeceased by her parents
Margo and Richard Teunissen; her
sister Minnie and her brother Harmon,
as well as her husband Walt.
She will be deeply missed by her sons Ken, Wes (Penny) and Cal (Jennifer)
and by daughters Debbie (Walter), Laura (Barry) and Theresa (Doug). Also
by Grandchildren Melody, Ryan, Brent (Chanda), Janice (Ben), Josh, Brant,
Karen (Dean), Simon (Alessa), Erica (Tim), Ferron and Mithra.
Great Grandchildren will miss their ‘GG’..... Lyra, Milo, Owen, George,
Beatrice and Connor.
Betty will also be missed by her sisters Jenne, Jane, Anna and Hin and
many friends.

Allan Warner, 92 years old, signs his book, Warners in the Slocan – A Pioneer Family’s Story, at the book launch at Slocan council chambers on May 19. The book
is a memoir of the family’s life homesteading in the Slocan Valley from the 1920s to the 1950s. The book was published in a limited edition for family members in the
1990s; this edition has been expanded and annotated by the Slocan Valley Historical Society with funding from the Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance ($4,000).
Proceeds of the book sales go to the society. Copies of the book are available at Raven’s Nest and Silvery Slocan Museum in New Denver, Village of Slocan office
and Mountain Valley Station in Slocan, and Otter Books and Touchstones in Nelson, or by emailing slocanhistoricalsociety@yahoo.ca or calling 250-355-2230.

A Memorial is set for 1:00 pm on Friday May 25th at the Saddleback Community Church. 59 – 3rd St NE in Nakusp. Private family Internment at 11:30
am Glenbank Cemetery 575 Alexander Rd, Nakusp. There will be viewing at
Valley Funeral Home at 101 Nelson Ave N, Nakusp at 10:00 am.
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Shakespeare Festival inspires New Denver school girls
submitted
The ShakesFest crew from
Lucerne School is still exuding the
positive energy they soaked up during
their participation in the 2018 Goodwill

Shakespeare Festival in Vernon. While
Shakespeare and his works were the
focus, the three-day-long festival
celebrated all things theatre.
The girls had workshops in

submitted
Two women have donated more
than $7,000 to date to the Kootenay
Lake Hospital Chemotherapy and
Infusion Outpatient Clinic, to be
used to improve the environment of
people with cancer or chronic illness
undergoing treatment in the clinic.
Pat Alexander and Eleanor
McPherson recycle old used cards
into beautiful new cards and sell
them in the gift store at KLH and at
Kootenai Moon Furniture in Nelson.
Both benefactors requested their
donations be used for improving the
patients’s surroundings, so the unit

staff have purchased four works of
art by Crescent Valley artist Evelyn
Kirkaldy. Her work can be viewed at
evelynkirkaldyart.com.
In the past, the unit has used
the donations from Alexander and
MacPherson to buy furniture for the
patient consultation room, artwork,
comfortable chairs, and a brand new
vital signs monitor.
“Words cannot express how much
both we and our clients appreciate the
beautiful and functional items Pat and
Eleanor have donated in the past, and
the artwork we have just received,”
says a media release from the unit.

Women donate thousands of dollars to KLH Chemo clinic

character development, acting for
film and television, photography, stage
combat, hip hop and salsa dancing,
unpacking motivation in Othello,
and improvisation. Guest instructors
from all over the world came to share
their expertise and enthusiasm with
students. Each evening they watched
marvelous performances from other
schools across BC and, sufficiently
inspired, aim to represent Lucerne
School on that stage next year.

Along with the opportunity to
explore the dramatic arts, the festival
provided a unique chance for students
to meet like-minded, positive,
and enthusiastic youth and make
lasting friendships. These powerful
connections were strengthened during
the karaoke dance party on one evening
and the cosmic pool party on the other.
The trip was paid for by fundraising,
and would not have been possible
without the generous donations and
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support from local businesses and
individuals in our community. Various
goods and services were donated for a
raffle. Registration for each of the girls
was sponsored by Ward Taylor and the
New Denver Community Pharmacy.
The students and coordinating teachers
are extremely grateful.
Plans for next year’s trip to
ShakesFest are already in motion –
and you can bank on getting a preview
of the show!

Celebrating 10 years of Fine Arts
• May 18 - June 2 	
• June 5 - 23 	
• June 26 - July 14
• July 17 - August 4
• August 8 - 25 	
• Aug. 28 - Sept. 15
• Sept. 18 - Oct. 6

Denyse MARSHALL
Karen COON
Maureen HOWARD
T. MIRKOV-POPOVICKI
Audrey JANSEN
John BOIVIN
Holly WOODS

Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday from 11 am to 4 pm or by appointment 250.265.3586
203 Fifth Avenue NW, Nakusp, BC

NEW DENVER, BC

Join US at The Beachshop – bottom of Main Street in New Denver!
Come for an hour, come for more, see YOU between 3:30 pm and 7:30 pm.
Limited spots available, register here at redpaddleco.com or use the link below:

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/red-paddle-co-demo-tour-new-denver-bc-tickets-45615929473

The ShakesFest crew from Lucerne School: Cassandra Qiu, Ruby Zoll, Amelie Tremaine, Stephanie Smith, Shanna Wilson, Ashley Jennings,
Charlotte Farrell-Smith, Hannah Jordan and Rayne Ozbadem in front of the sculpture at the Vernon Community Performing Arts Centre.

‘Faces and Friends’ at Studio Connexion Gallery
submitted
The second exhibition of this
season at Studio Connexion Gallery is
with artist Karen Coon, a newcomer
to Nakusp. She is presenting her new
series ‘Faces and Friends’ June 5-23.
The opening reception is on Friday
June 8 from 5 to 8 pm.
A portrait artist, Coon strives
to maintain a painterly quality

with a soft realism. She combines
representational oil painting with
pattern and decoration inspired by
art nouveau that expresses the unique
beauty and the individuality of the
human form. Her inspiration comes
from interesting people whom she
has come upon in her travels, using
the placement of space and light to
capture intriguing characters caught

in a moment of time.
Aside from portraits the curator,
Anne Béliveau, asked the artist to
create a few paintings that would show
characters in action. These paintings,
with known landscapes, represent
popular outdoor activities that people
experience in our beautiful region.
Her influences range from the
Renaissance to the masters of the
19th and early 20th centuries. Karen
has studied with professional artists
including Kristy Gordon, Martinho
Corriea and Ingrid Christensen. She
has participated in numerous solo and
group exhibitions across Canada and
Ireland. She is an active member of
the Federation of Canadian Artists,
the Vernon Public Art Gallery, and the
Arrow Lakes Fine Arts Guild.
Studio Connexion also has other
artists’ work on display. The newest
addition is Grace Croughan from
Windsor, Ontario, who does unique
landscapes combined with imaginary
mountains and water reflections. The
gallery has a great selection of original
artworks, including cards.
Located at 203 Fifth Avenue NW
in the heart of Nakusp, the gallery is
only two and a half short blocks from
Broadway Street. Regular gallery
hours are 11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday to
Saturday. Also, private appointments
can be arranged by contacting Anne
at 250-265-3586.
Follow the gallery on social media:
www.facebook.com/studioconnexion

