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by Jan McMurray
No charges were recommended 

by the Independent Investigations 
Office of BC (IIO) in connection 
with the police shooting of Peter de 
Groot in Slocan. The IIO report was 
finally issued on March 29, almost 
three and a half years after the 
October 13, 2014 incident.

The investigation found that de 
Groot was pointing his gun at the 
officer at the time of the shooting, so 
the officer was justifiably protecting 
himself from death or grievous 
bodily harm.

The shooting took place in a 
remote cabin, where de Groot was 
located after a four-day manhunt. De 
Groot had fled into the backcountry 
on foot on October 9, after he 
allegedly exchanged gunfire with a 
police officer. Three RCMP officers 
had come to his home, investigating 
an allegation that he had assaulted 
his neighbour.

The IIO report says the manhunt 
was winding down on October 13 
when two police officers returned to 
the cabin, which had been searched 
before. They noticed an open 
window, according to evidence given 
by the police officer eyewitness, so 
they stood on either side of the door 
and pushed it open. The eyewitness 
said he saw a rifle come up, but 
couldn’t see de Groot. Then he heard 
the fatal shot fired by his fellow 
officer.

The investigation became 
complicated almost right away 
because the pathologist was of the 
opinion that de Groot was shot in the 
back, contrary to the evidence of the 
police officer eyewitness.

After a re-examination of 
the cabin, a report from a bullet 
impact damage expert, a report 
from a biomechanical engineer, and 
reports from two more pathologists, 
including the de Groot family’s 
pathologist, it was determined that 
de Groot was shot from the front, 
and he raised and pointed his gun 

Police shooting of Peter de Groot justified, IIO report concludes
at the officer when the cabin door 
was opened.

On the day the IIO report 
was released, RCMP Deputy 
Commissioner Brenda Butterworth-
Carr held a media conference and 
had some strong words about the 
length of time this investigation took.

“This was a dynamic and 
dramatic series of events that has 
forever changed the police officers 
involved, a community and a 
family which lost a loved one. The 
techniques used and the resulting 
time delays in determining the 
circumstances compounded the 
trauma and severely limited the 
ability of many to move forward,” 
she said. 

However, she also stated she has 
much greater confidence in the IIO 
now that it is under new leadership.

Ron MacDonald, the new chief 
civilian director of IIOBC (since 
October 2017), was very candid in an 
interview with the Valley Voice. He 
acknowledged that the investigation 
of this file was “unacceptably long” 
and said, “We regret the fact the 
delays occurred.” 

However, he also wanted to 
stress that “part of the delay was 
because of the search for the most 
truthful and complete explanation 
of events as possible.”

Another part of the delay, 
MacDonald said, was that during 
the time of this investigation, the 
IIO “was experiencing some internal 
issues and external issues that 
involved investigator turnover in 
particular, which led to investigators 
being overburdened with files.”

De Groot’s sister, Danna, 
filed a lawsuit in October 2016, 
accusing the RCMP of negligence 
in the application of lethal force 
that resulted in his death. In her 
notice of claim, she says Peter 
had cognitive disabilities due to a 
massive brain aneurysm he suffered 
in 1997. One of the remedies she is 
seeking in the case is “a declaration 

that the disproportionate use of 
lethal force on a person with a 
cognitive disability or mental illness 
is discriminatory treatment.”

When asked why de Groot’s 
cognitive disability is not mentioned 
in the IIO report, MacDonald 
explained that the IIO’s job was to 
investigate the circumstances around 
the shooting death, which were “a 
fairly confined set of circumstances. 
When the police opened the door, 
one of the officers was facing a man 
who was pointing a gun at him. 
In response, he fired to protect his 
own life, which he is entitled to 
do. In those circumstances, mental 
illness issues don’t really have an 
opportunity to arise.”

However, MacDonald said he 
understands the family may have 
issues with de Groot’s previous 
interaction with police four days 
earlier, “and that was not a focus of 
our investigation.”

When asked to comment on the 
fact that IIO investigations rarely 
result in charges, MacDonald replied, 
“The success of the IIO should not be 
measured by the number of charges 
that were laid; it should be measured 
by the objectivity, independence, and 

thoroughness of our investigations. 
It is very important to remember 
that our job is to investigate any 
incident that arises from actions by 
the police that result in serious injury 
or death. We get called because there 

was a serious injury or death, not 
because someone said someone did 
something wrong.”

The IIO report  is  posted 
on the website (iiobc.ca) under 
‘Publications.’

The Easter Egg Hunt at the Outdoor Mining Museum on the Silverton Gallery grounds usually happens 
rain or shine, but this year it happened in the snow! Thanks to Gord Butt for keeping this tradition alive.
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The Easter bunny made his way to Summit Lake Ski Hill this year. Cassandra scores an egg!!
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WILDFIRE PROTECTION PROJECT
The Village of New Denver would like to advise area residents that Slocan 
Integral Forestry Cooperative (SIFCo) will be resuming wildfire interface 
treatment activities in and around New Denver, thanks to funding assistance 
obtained from UBCM.   Details about the project are available weekdays 
between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm from the Village Office.

PLANNED POWER OUTAGE
Residents are reminded that BC Hydro’s planned power outage scheduled 
for 6:00 am – 8:00 am on Sunday, April 8, 2018 will affect all properties in 
New Denver.  

DID YOU KNOW?
Most current full-time residents plan to stay here, and about 28% of part-time 
residents intend to make the New Denver area their primary residence in the 
future. Check out results from the recent community survey (http://newdenver.
ca/documents/reports-and-studies/)

KOHAN GARDEN SPRING CLEAN-UP
One of the first signs of Spring is the Kohan Garden Clean-up, scheduled 
this year on APRIL 7th & 8th. Join family and friends, any time between 
9 am and 4 pm. Help spruce up the Garden for another beautiful summer 
season.  Bring a rake and gloves.  Free lunch and beverages. Door prizes.

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

submitted 
Columbia Basin Trust is supporting 

12 climate action projects with 
$540,000 in the first year of its three-
year Climate Action Program.

In New Denver-Silverton, the 
Healthy Community Society of the 
North Slocan Valley will receive 
$43,840 towards its project to divert 
organics from the waste stream 
into community composting. The 
money will be used to “perform 
communications and outreach activities 
to implement the North Slocan organic 
waste diversion project.” 

Several communities will focus 

on water-related climate impacts 
while others will tackle composting, 
which reduces the greenhouse gas 
emissions from organic waste that 
would otherwise end up in a landfill. 

The Columbia Shuswap Regional 
District (CSRD) will advance a food 
waste composting program within the 
city of Revelstoke, beginning with the 
commercial sector, which generates 
about 1,400 tonnes of food waste 
annually. 

The year 2017 had one of the 
hottest, driest summers on record for 
the Basin. Across the province, 1.2 
million hectares of forest burned, 

surpassing the previous record of 
855,000 hectares in 1958. As global 
temperatures continue to increase, so 
do the risks of drought, wildfire and 
flooding. 

To assist Basin communities in 
understanding the climate changes 
underway, the Climate Action Program 
engages leading climate scientists to 

provide up-to-date local climate change 
information, and brings people around 
the region together to collaborate on 
climate action priorities. Find these 
resources at ourtrust.org/climateaction.

To date, the Trust has met with 
15 Basin communities – more than 
300 community leaders representing 
225 Basin organizations. During these 

meetings, leaders have learned how 
their local climates are changing, 
explored the range of projected 
impacts, and identified opportunities 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
adapt to climate change. The program 
provides funding, technical resources, 
and information to help communities 
take local action.

Healthy Community Society gets funding for composting project

submitted
The Slocan Integral Forestry 

Cooperative (SIFCo), the community 
forest based out of the Slocan Valley, 
is currently working on Community 
Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPP) 
for the north and south valley.

Three meetings are planned to 
receive input and comments from the 
community: April 11 at the Silverton 
Memorial Hall for the north valley; 
April 12 at the Winlaw Hall; and 

Community Wildfire Protection Plan meetings this month
April 17 at the Slocan Park Hall for 
the south valley. All meetings start 
at 7 pm.

“SIFCo released its Strategic 
Landscape-Level Wildfire Protection 
Plan in 2016, outlining a protection 
plan and future activities in the 
central Slocan Valley,” says SIFCo 
manager Stephan Martineau. 
“CWPPs are a nice addition to that 
plan, and it made sense for us to do 
these to ensure that they build on the 

work that we have been doing in this 
area over the past decade.”

Nora Hannon, RDCK Wildfire 
Mitigation Coordinator, will also 
be in attendance to explain what 
local government is doing with 
Community Wildfire Protection 
Plans and what private landowners 
can do to reduce the risk of wildfire 
around their homes.

The CWPP will provide the 
community with a high-level 
overview of wildfire risk in the 
region, and a set of recommendations 
that can guide future activities in 
the valley when it comes to wildfire 
protection. The CWPPs will also 
become guiding documents for any 
proposed wildfire risk mitigation or 
prevention efforts in the future.

The CWPPs will also include 
areas outside of SIFCo’s 2016 Plan 
starting in Crescent Valley and going 
all the way to Summit Lake.

For more info please visit www.
sifco.ca.

Slocan Legion 
Hall broken into, 
liquor stolen
by Jan McMurray

The Slocan Legion Hall was 
broken into and $350 worth of liquor 
was stolen sometime between the 
night of Monday, March 19 and the 
morning of Wednesday, March 21.

Legion board members Carol 
Barclay and John Gates walked into 
the hall on Wednesday morning and 
were shocked to see the evidence of 
the break-in. The window next to 
the bar was smashed, and there was 
broken glass inside and out. The 
door to the liquor storage room had 
been forced open. Every lock in the 
building had been broken.

“They went through the entire 
building and broke every lock in 
the place, but nothing was missing 
except the liquor. I think they were 
looking for money,” said Barclay in 
an interview.

Barclay and Gates had been 
at the Legion Monday night for a 
meeting, and nothing was scheduled 
in the hall on Tuesday, “so it must 
have happened Monday night or 
Tuesday night,” Barclay said.

The RCMP was called in right 
away and are investigating.

The Kaslo Legion was broken 
into last September, and money 
and liquor were stolen. The police 
investigation of the Kaslo incident 
continues.

Barclay says the Village will be 
responsible for replacing the window 
and the door to the liquor storage 
room, while the Legion will replace 
the broken locks. They are now 
considering an alarm system.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

You can get Vitamin D from sunlight! Our climate restricts the natural 
production of Vitamin D. Supplementation has shown to have a wider range 
of health benefits. Add some sunshine to your life! Talk to your pharmacist 
about the benefits of Vitamin D supplementation.

COMMITTED TO THE COMMUNITY
Phone: 250-353-2224 • 250-358- 2500

403 Front St, Kaslo • 309 6th Ave, New Denver

New Denver & 
Kaslo Community 

Pharmacy
DID YOU KNOW...

by Jan McMurray
Both Canada and the US are 

preparing for Columbia River Treaty 
(CRT) renegotiations, and a hall full 
of people at the Vallican Whole had 
the chance to learn about it from MLA 
Katrine Conroy, who is the minister 
responsible for the CRT; former MLA 
Corky Evans; and Nelson hydrologist 
Martin Carver on March 23.

Treaty renegotiation issues 
highlighted at the meeting were: 
ensuring benefits on both sides of 
the border, enhancing ecosystems, 
reintroducing salmon, and managing 
for climate change.

Ensuring benefits on both sides of 
the border came up in discussion of the 
flood control provision in the treaty, and 
of the ‘Canadian entitlement.’

Conroy explained that the Columbia 
River Treaty itself has no expiry date, 
but the flood control provision expires 
in September 2024. If the two countries 
don’t renegotiate flood control, ‘called 
upon flood control’ will take effect. This 
means that the US would have to empty 
their reservoirs before they could call 
upon Canada.

“We believe the losses to the US 
[due to called upon flood control] could 
be greater, but we’re still focusing on 
benefits for both countries. We’re not 
looking at it as win-lose. We need to 
understand each other’s interests and 
we need to use flexibility to look for 
solutions.” 

Conroy said the Americans don’t 
come to Canada much and “they don’t 
understand what happened up here.” 
She was very happy to announce that an 
American diplomat from the consulate 

in Vancouver was in the audience. 
Charles Park, foreign service officer, 

political and economic affairs, US State 
Department, introduced himself. “I am 
here to listen to what you have to say 
and take note of your concerns. We 
have a strong relationship in this region. 
We agree with how spectacular the 
Columbia Basin is and we are working 
to take account of all the benefits that 
accrue to the basin and figure out how 
to share them.”

The BC government receives 
the ‘Canadian entitlement’ from the 
US, which is about $120 million per 
year – paid in electricity, to either use 
domestically or sell to the US, Conroy 
said. This represents half of the extra 
electricity produced in the US as a result 
of the CRT.

When someone asked if we might 
see more money from the treaty 
coming into the basin rather than into 
government coffers, or perhaps more 
money coming through the Columbia 
Basin Trust, Evans responded, “You 
guys should want nothing. If we have 
a personal interest, then we’re like 
everyone 60 years ago. The only way 
to have a voice is to have a voice about 
the well-being of everybody. I think we 
lose the strength of any argument if we 
think there is something in it for us. That 
part is done.”

Martin Carver, hydrologist and 
conservation planner from Nelson, is 
interested in having the environment 
as a third principle in the treaty, in 
addition to power and flood control. To 
do this successfully, he feels there will 
need to be a governance mechanism 
that specifically recognizes ecosystem 

function. “If we leave it to the engineers, 
we’re going to get hydropower and flood 
control,” he said. 

Carver would like to see the 
management of the system mimic nature 
as much as possible. “It doesn’t take that 
much of a concession with flow regimes 
to get a big return,” he said. “We have to 
give up just a small percent, and there is 
an unwillingness to give that up.” 

Carver said that the Site C experience 
shows that there is “an attitude of status 
quo and putting political decisions ahead 
of the ecosystem.” 

“I think the BC government is on the 
wrong side of history approving Site C 
and I hope the Columbia is not going to 
be the same,” Carver said.

Conroy said the BC government 
supports the reintroduction of salmon 
into the Columbia, but the costs will have 
to be borne by the federal government. 
After all, it was the federal government 
who gave the nod to the US to build 
the Grand Coulee dam and block the 
salmon, as there was no commercial 
fishery in the Columbia. The native 
fishery wasn’t taken into account.

Both Conroy and Evans stressed 
that one huge difference between the 

Columbia River Treaty renegotiations discussed at the Whole
negotiations this time around and the 
negotiations leading up to 1964, when 
the treaty was ratified, is that local 
communities and First Nations are being 
consulted this time.

The CRT Review Team held 30 
consultations throughout the region 
in 2012-13, with online opportunities 
to provide feedback, and has been 
in ongoing consultations with the 
Ktunaxa, Okanagan Nation Alliance, 
and Shuswap since 2012, Conroy said. 

As for the Sinixt, Conroy reported 
the BC Ministry of Indigenous Relations 
and Reconciliation has been meeting 
with the Colville Confederated Tribes 
(CCT) to discuss a number of issues, 
including the treaty. “This is the first 
time ever that the BC government has 
been in discussion with the Sinixt,” said 
Conroy. 

When people asked about the Sinixt 
in Canada, both Conroy and Evans 
explained that the Sinixt in Canada and 
the Sinixt in the US are all part of the 

same nation. 
Conroy reported that the federal 

government is the lead in the 
negotiations, and has been “in a very 
collaborative relationship with the BC 
government.” Sylvain Fabi has been 
appointed negotiator for Canada and Jill 
Smail negotiator for the US.

The event was part of the Whole 
Perspective Series. Visit www.
vallicanwhole.com for more about 
what goes on at the Whole.

by Jan McMurray
The Lemon Creek fuel spill case 

will be back in court in Nelson on April 
16 for the appeal of the decision to stay 
proceedings against Executive Flight 
Centre. On the same day, the court will 
also determine whether or not Marilyn 
Burgoon can participate in the appeal 
as an intervenor.

“Often justice comes not at trial 
but through the appeal process, so 
I am very pleased that the federal 
prosecutor filed the appeal,” said 
Burgoon, the Slocan Valley resident 
who first laid charges in this case in a 
private prosecution.

Burgoon’s lawyer, Lilina Lysenko, 
reports that she filed documents on 
March 29 in support of Burgoon’s 
request for intervenor status in the 
appeal. “If she is granted leave to 
participate, she will be providing 
a unique perspective to the court 
with respect to the existing issues in 
question, and will be able to make 
further submissions to the court,” 
Lysenko said.

Judge Lisa Mrozinski stayed the 
charges against Executive Flight 
Centre based on the Supreme Court of 
Canada’s ‘Jordan decision,’ which set 
18 months as the maximum length of 
a criminal case in provincial courts. 

Execut ive  was charged in 
Burgoon’s private prosecution on 
September 29, 2014. The federal 
government took over the case in 

January 2016, stayed the proceedings, 
and then laid its own charges in July 
2016. Judge Mrozinski found that 
the Jordan time period started when 
Burgoon laid charges, well over 18 
months before the trial started, and not 
when the federal Crown prosecutor laid 
charges, less than 18 months before the 
trial got underway. 

Burgoon feels the Jordan time 
period should have started when the 
Crown prosecutor laid charges. She 
also feels that environmental cases 
should not be subject to the Jordan 
rule because they need extensive 
investigation.

She also points out that the 
federal government has just proposed 
legislation that responds to the Jordan 
decision and its consequences – 
hundreds of serious criminal cases, 
including murders, have been stayed 
because they didn’t conclude within the 
Jordan timeframe. The new bill would 
speed up the criminal justice system.

Executive Flight Centre was 
charged under the federal Fisheries 
Act and the provincial Environmental 
Management Act when its driver, 
Danny Lasante, took a wrong turn 
up Lemon Creek Road and slid into 
the creek while negotiating a curve, 
spilling 33,000 litres of jet fuel. Lasante 
and the Province of BC were also 
charged in the case. The Province was 
acquitted and Lasante was found guilty 
in Nelson court on March 1.

Appeal of stay for Executive Flight Centre 
in Lemon Creek trial set for April 16
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

Spring is here: call us about our April Special Offer!

Nelson chestnut 
tree gone

In Nelson, up on Hall Street, there 
was a sweet chestnut tree that was 
dropping its edible nuts over the fence 
onto the sidewalk area. I used to go there 
in the spring to pick sprouting chestnuts 
out of the leaf litter. This was a specimen 
tree, more than rare, healthy, and an 

 “Oh, Donald!”
Melania’s in the bedroom
having a real good cry.
“Perjury or obstruction -
either way, he’ll fry!”

But then she applied her lipstick
and re-arranged her hair
And thought of Stormy Daniels
and suddenly didn’t care.

Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

USA
The USA is profoundly interesting. 

What other country would waste 
trillions bombing and strafing the 
warlord corruption of outrageously 
poor Afghanistan while allowing 
Second Amendment insanity to 
emphatically erase its children?

Christian Torbik
Whitehorse, YT

Thank you, Rik 
Valentine

Your letter in the Valley Voice was 
excellent. You nailed it on the head – that 
slope [Argenta-Johnson’s Landing Face] 
is infected with fir root rot and has been 
for over 20 years. Logging it properly 
will help curtail the rot and afford fire 
protection for that area. I see New 
Denver and Silverton are having their 
own problems with logging. I would 
rather look at a few up-to-40-hectare 
logging shows than hundreds of burnt 
hectares of scorched mountain. In fact, 
you could share your intelligence, for a 
small fee, to all of the communities in 
the Kootenays.

Phil Trotter
Kaslo

innocent bystander. I went there a few 
days ago. The tree was cut down for a 
new building. This is gentrification. No 
Nelsonite would have reduced such a 
beautiful tree to a stump. I am dismayed 
and very saddened. Someone planted 
that tree more than 50 years ago. And to 
have such a healthy tree cut down, when 
on the whole continent entire chestnut 
forests have been wiped out by blight, 
seems to me all the more rude. 

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Balfour ferry 
decision unwise

Please allow me to tip my hat to 
Tom Lymbery for his well expressed 
comments about the impending Balfour 
ferry changes. Finally we have some 
editorial balance in the Valley Voice to the 
often one-sided, left-leaning sentiments 
regularly published in this newspaper. 
Thank you, Mr. Lymbery, for putting pen 
to paper on this very contentious issue.

In my opinion, leaving the terminal 
at Balfour will prove to be a tragically 
unwise, politically shameful, and short-
sighted decision. By choosing the 
status quo location, we’ll fail at our 
original objective entirely. We’ll lose 
the opportunity to save valuable ferry 
time and many millions of dollars 
in unnecessary ongoing dredging 
expense. And surely common sense 
shows us that the never-ending, large-
scale dredging program will seriously 
degrade the lake ecosystem and its 
natural flow pattern. This is not only 
environmentally dangerous, but it also 
seems downright foolhardy to me given 
all the circumstances.

Couldn’t the additional millions 
of dollars be better spent locally on 
affordable housing, expansion of Kaslo’s 
formerly promised ten bed long-term 
care expansion for seniors, and general 
improvements to our health care system?

Gary Weintz
Kaslo

Dogs on the 
loose

Spring is in the air and a walk 
outside is great after our brutal, long 
winter. What is not so great are dogs 
on the loose. When an unknown dog 
approaches me, I can hear the owner 
already: “He won’t bite!” or “His bark is 
worse than his bite!” or they try and call 
the dog in and the dog ignores them. My 
answer for all this is my boot. I will not 
allow a dog to sniff my privates, pants, or 
shoes anymore. I have been threatened, 
bitten, and chased by dogs around the 
world. Those days are over.

If you love your dog and want to 
avoid a confrontation, the answer is 
simple: leash your dog. Woe unto you 
and your dog if I am bit. I will do all I 
legally can to have your pet destroyed. If 
your dog is leashed and lunges at me, I 
will just wave my hand and be pleasant. 
I don’t know your dog. He loves you 
because you feed, water, shelter and love 
it. I am a potential threat; he does not love 
me. I love my boot.

There are about 5.9 million dogs in 
Canada. For the masters with dogs on 
the loose – you must not love your dog; 
give him up to a shelter or a good home. 
Please leash your dog and be responsible. 
I love animals, just not ones aggressively 
snarling and sniffing for my crotch!

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Apologies
The queen is more powerful than 

the pope. How do I know? Well it’s 

Legal marijuana
Although I have in my younger 

years experienced insights and visions 
under the influence of pot that I would 
not want to have missed, I wonder what 
tons of the stuff will do to young people 
still in school, to their teachers, and of 
course to all machine operating people 
on the highway, in the woods and in 
factories, etc. Just smoke a joint and see if 
you can do the multiplication tables from 
11 to 19 in your head. Writers of fiction, 
painters of abstract art, jazz musicians 
and the like may be able to create some 
exceptional things, but can you do your 
income tax return while stoned? It’s not 
just the actual time that you are stoned 
that you will have to deal with; it’s also 
the hangover that will still cloud your 
mind the day after. The occasional puff 
as an adult will probably not do too much 
harm, but a habit, as with cigarettes, will 
turn you into a low-grade performer 
in whatever discipline – and without 
discipline, you can’t get any laurels. Just 
some thoughts about the news that large-
scale pot plantations are being planned, 
and private ventures and the government, 
and even policemen who formerly 
incarcerated potheads, are eyeing the 
big money that will come from the pot 
industry. I fear it will lower the standards 
of learning, safety, and health in this 
beautiful country of Canada.

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

like this.
A couple of days ago, our prime 

minister apologized to six Native 
leaders who, after being invited to 
take part in peace talks by the British 
colonial government of the day, were 
subsequently taken into custody and 
hung.

Canada didn’t hang them... Canada 
didn’t even exist at the time. It’s England 
that led them into a very despicable trap 
and then hung them. So who should 
apologize for the misdeeds of England? 
As far as I am concerned, the queen of 
England should, not the prime minister 
of Canada. But heaven forbid that 
anyone should ask the queen of England 
to apologize, for anything. Today, 
that same prime minister is chastising 
the pope for not apologizing for the 
misdeeds of the Catholic church. What 
about the bloody queen, Justin? That’s 
how I know.

But let’s face it, if the queen, or 
the pope started apologizing, well, 
we’d need two queens and two popes, 
because it would be two full-time jobs.

We might need another prime 
minister yet, too if we’re going to start 
apologizing for other people’s sins. 
Maybe proportional representation 
will make that happen – one PM for 
the most seats, and one for the popular 
vote... cool.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade
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It pays!!!
• Call 358-7218 for details • 

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

THE CORPORATION OF 
THE VILLAGE OF SLOCAN

NOTICE OF PROPOSED DISPOSITION OF 
MUNICIPAL PROPERTY

Pursuant to section 26 of the Community Charter, public notice 
is hereby given that the Village of Slocan intends to proceed 
with the disposition of a portion of land, by way of 

STATUTORY RIGHT-OF-WAY to  
TELUS COMMUNICATIONS INC, 

for the purpose of providing an underground communications 
service line to the Seniors’ and Affordable Housing Develop-
ment, located at 709 Hume Street in the Village of Slocan, 
legally described as Parcel A, Block 22, Plan 496.

Council will give final consideration to the disposition at their 
regular meeting of April 9th, 2018 at 7 pm. Written comments 
regarding this matter will be received at the Village Office until 
4 pm on Thursday, April 5th, 2018.

by Katrine Campbell
• Council gave final adoption to 

Council Procedures Bylaw #713, 
2018 to replace the 2004 version. Staff 
reported the new bylaw “addresses 
gaps that have been identified and 
attempts to better meet the needs 
of council and the public.” Some of 
the changes include changing the 
time of adjournment from 11 pm 
to 10 pm, offering an opportunity 
for public comment before council 
decides on an issue, changing the 
time limit for delegations to 10 
minutes but allowing for extensions 
to be granted, and removing the 
three-delegation limit. 

• An updated Communications 
Strategy was adopted by council. 
The updated policy now includes a 
statement of purpose and the scope 
has been expanded to cover public 
events other than just the Friday 
Market. There were also changes 
made to the stated frequency of 
communications. 

• Council adopted, for the 
first time, a Public Engagement 
Strategy. The proposed policy, 
which was suggested by the 
provincial Ombudsperson, outlines 
the steps the Village will take to 
provide opportunities for public 
participation in municipal decision 
making. The draft policy states the 
Village is committed to providing 
opportunities for public engagement 
on issues that significantly impact 
the community; that the engagement 
should be appropriate to the decision 
or issue at hand and within the 

Village’s capacity; the objective 
of participation should be clarified 
at the beginning of the process; 
and the Village will report back to 
citizens on how their views have 
been considered in the decision-
making process. 

• Mayor Ann Bunka reported 
on her activities since the March 13 
council meeting. On March 14 she 
met with the youth committee re: the 
skateboard park. They are looking at 
building a small park at the school for 
now, but may come back to council 
in the future to find a bigger area.

- Bunka attended the TV Society 
AGM March 15; the setup needs 
updates which were estimated 
at $25,000 but members found a 
workaround which will cut costs to 
less than $8,000.

- March 19 was the Heritage 
Advisory Commission meeting. To 
comply with governing legislation, 
Village staff will prepare a bylaw 
to repeal the bylaw authorizing 
the commission and, to replace 
it, draft terms of reference for a 
Select Committee of Council. 
The money from the sale of the 
Japanese United Church will be 
transferred to a statutory reserve, 
to be spent only on capital projects. 
Applications for Canada Summer 
Jobs and Young Canada Works 
funding have been made, and the 
Silvery Slocan Historical Society 
is working with the Chamber of 
Commerce to coordinate summer 
student work. 

• Bunka met with MLA Katrine 

Conroy and staff March 21 and asked 
for help in reaching Health Minister 
Adrian Dix re: health care issues. 
She also asked about government 
oversight for the Fire Underwriters’ 
Survey which insurance companies 
use to set rates, and was told there is 
no oversight. Conroy gave the mayor 
information about money available 
from BC Housing, which she will 
pass on to the housing committee, as 
well as info on money for child care. 

• Council received the 2018 
Operational Plan for the Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre. Staff 
will work with the Kyowakai Society 
to produce an educational booklet 
focused on the history of the post-
war Japanese-Canadian community. 
The proposed calendar of events runs 
from the spring garden clean up on 
April 23 to closing on September 30 
and then clean up and winterizing in 
October. The NIMC opens May 1, 
and an Asian Heritage Celebration 
will take place May 13. New signage 
will be unveiled June 15.

• Council also received for 
information the 2017 Annual Water 
Report, compiled by Water System 
Operator Steve Deakoff. The report 
details the amount of water used 
(35.7 million US gallons or 136 
million litres); source protection, 
emergency response plan and water 
quality monitoring summaries; and 
testing and system maintenance 
information. 

• Council granted the request 
of the Arrow Slocan Tourism 
Association to be the applicant for 

the Municipal Regional District Tax 
in New Denver, and will provide a 
letter of support. ASTA wants the 
2% hotel/accommodations tax to 
fund the program outlined in its 
five-year strategic business plan, 
with an emphasis on drawing in 
visitors in the shoulder seasons. 
• Council authorized the Hidden 
Garden Gallery to install an awning 
which will intrude about 77 cm (30 
inches) onto the road allowance in 
front of 112 Slocan Ave, subject to 
issuance of the required Development 
Permit. 

• Mayor Bunka reported on the 
March 15 RDCK board meeting. A 
delegation from the Manufactured 
Housing Association of BC, which 
represents eight of 14 manufacturers 
in BC, asked that a moratorium 
on Z241 ‘summer only’ units be 
lifted. The association says it will 
put stickers on doors and have the 
purchaser sign the sales agreement 
stating the homes can’t be used 

year-round.
The board passed the 2018-

22 financial plan; New Denver’s 
requisition is down $230 from 
last year. (“Whining gets you 
somewhere,” she said.)

The board approved a letter 
of support for the Arrow Slocan 
Tourism Association’s application 
for the 2% accommodations (hotel) 
tax in Areas K (Arrow Lakes) and H 
(Slocan Valley).

A letter will be sent to FLNRO 
Minister Doug Donaldson outlining 
directors’ concern about adequate 
community outreach re: slope 
stability and changes to local 
hydrology. 

New Denver council, March 27: three bylaws passed to improve public communications

by Jan McMurray
The Silverton Gallery is 

scheduled to re-open July 1, with 
a new fire suppression system, 
a new mechanical heating and 
cooling system, and a new set of 
fire exit stairs on the west side of 
the building. The facility has been 
closed to the public since June 1, 
2014 due to fire and safety code 
deficiencies. The Village and the 
Slocan Lake Gallery Society have 
worked hard to address these, and 
are very happy to be re-opening the 
building to the public.

“We’re planning a whole bunch 
of events for the grand opening 
July 1 – an art show, a dance in 
the evening, an open house, ribbon 
cutting, and of course the dog show,” 
says Birgit Schinke, president of the 
Slocan Lake Gallery Society.

Four work parties to clean 
and paint inside the building are 
scheduled over three months (April-
June), and Schinke says community 
volunteers are welcome.

The code upgrades  cos t 
$372,000, and were paid for by 
a combination of grants, society, 
and Village funds: Columbia Basin 
Trust ($100,000), Rural Dividend 
Fund ($47,500), Southern Interior 
Development Initiative Trust 
($25,000), the Slocan Lake Gallery 
Society ($30,000), and the Village 
($169,500).

The next phase of the building 
project will be to restore the exterior 
walls, one at a time, starting with 

the south (front) wall, Schinke said. 
Interior renovations will come in a 
later phase.

Schinke has been spending time 
in the area since 1976 when she 
bought a cabin on Red Mountain 
Road, and moved to New Denver 
full-time in 2016. “I was recruited to 
the society board immediately,” she 
says. She became acting president 
in August 2017 and was voted in 
as president at the November 2017 
AGM.

Schinke is a clinical counsellor, 
but has ‘huge background’ in 
arts administration and project 
development. She has led the board 
through a reorganization, which will 
be presented at this year’s AGM on 
May 27.

“With the building re-opening, 
I saw that the structure of the 
organization had to change to 
embrace the building. So I consulted 
with local arts administrators and 
came up with a reorganization that 
will embrace the building and all the 
opportunities it presents.”

The society will have six stand-
alone programs: Performance, Art 
Gallery, Family Programming, 
Artist Mentoring, Art Education, 
and the building. “We’re inviting 
community members to sit on 
the program committees, so you 
don’t have to be on the board to be 
involved with the programs,” she 
said. Each program will have a lead, 
who will sit on the board.

Schinke hopes the society 

membership will approve the new 
society name that will be proposed at 
the AGM: Slocan Lake Arts Council. 
“Feedback from the community told 
us they wanted to see the arts council 
more obvious,” she said. “We’re 
foremost an arts council, and that’s 
hidden in our current name.”

Finally, the society is looking 
for an Arts Administrator. Schinke 
has applied for a grant for office 
equipment, to set up the office in 
the gallery building. She says the 
society can afford to hire a part-
time administrator with funds from 
all the revenue streams the society 
has –  memberships, grant writing 
administration fees, Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance, the BC 
Arts Council, providing publicity for 
guest artists, and building rentals.

Schinke invites everyone to the 
May 27 AGM at the Memorial Hall 
at 1 pm to learn more about the 
changes.

Silverton Gallery to re-open July 1; Gallery Society reorganizes

HOW OWLS HEAR
The facial disks on owls funnel 
sound to the ears at their edges; “ear 
tufts” are for display only. In some 
owls, one ear is higher and farther 
forward. This allows them to locate 
prey precisely by discerning minute 
differences in the time it takes for 
sounds to reach each ear—a perfect 
adaptation for night hunting.

slocanlakess.com
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

by Art Joyce
Arrow and Slocan Lakes 

Community Services has expanded 
its services to include a men’s 
outreach coordinator, Cameron 
Gordon. He’s a well-qualified 
life coach, with training in neuro-
linguistic programming. Gordon 
also has an extensive background as 
a customer relations management 
(CRM) expert who has advised many 
high-profile clients from the private 
to the government sector. The part-
time position was created in response 
to local men noting that while there 

are many women’s services here, 
men were not as well served. 

In part, that’s down to the 
differences between men and 
women. While women tend to more 
readily reach out for help, men are 
often stoic and find it difficult to 
communicate about private matters. 
“Men have a stigma about reaching 
out for help,” Gordon says. “I’m not 
a clinical therapist but individuals 
can come to me in a confidential 
way. It’s an opportunity to reach 
out to men in the community, which 
could mean everything from doing 
crib tournaments to business advice 
as a mentor and consultant.”

Gordon has long-standing ties to 
Nakusp that date back to the mid-’70s 
when he was a high school student. 
It’s where he met his sweetheart and 
married young, though he is now 
divorced. His parents once owned 
the old Coates farm on the highway 
heading to Revelstoke. He’s returned 
almost every year since he left and 
is excited that his part-time position 
with ASLCS will help him stay here 
by combining it with his existing 
client base.

He’s also an award-winning 
actor, producer and director who has 
appeared in the series Heartland and 
recently screened his own film, Devil 
2.0, at Cannes. From the time he was 
a child he had a love of acting but 
realized that to make his mark in the 
field he’d have to work in Vancouver 
or Calgary. Gordon enjoys both film 
and stage work. He sees his business 

skills as complementary to his acting 
and directing skills and hopes to offer 
local classes for aspiring actors or 
directors.  

“I’ve been teaching acting for 
as long as I’ve been in the corporate 
world. I learned that I could teach 
through storytelling. As a ‘change 
catalyst’ I help people get from 
where they are to where they want 
to be.”

With the recent ‘MeToo’ 
movement asserting women’s rights 
to workplace safety, society finds 
itself in a position of redefining 
masculinity – what’s acceptable and 
what isn’t, Gordon says. At the same 
time, many men are feeling under 
attack and need to understand how 
they fit into this new world. How 
does one walk the fine line between 
appropriate respect and political 

Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services hires men’s outreach coordinator
correctness? It’s just this kind of 
quandary he’s prepared to discuss 
with male clients on a confidential 
basis, free of judgment or stigma. 
“Right now we’re at a very sensitive 
place in history. Change is never 
comfortable. Being able to have a 
conversation with someone who gets 
it can help us adjust. All judgment 
and ego is left at the door.” 

Gordon will be working with 
Carlee Hughes, the women’s services 
coordinator, and youth services 
coordinator Robin Hildebrand, 
not limiting his men’s outreach to 
adults. He has access to high-profile 
speakers and programs he hopes to 
add to his roster of men’s services. 
“One of the first things I want to do 
is to gather men in the region at a 
roundtable to find out what services 
they think they need. My role is not 

just to put on events for men but to 
be out there so that men know I’m 
available to them to discuss issues 
that are complex.”

Best of all, because ASLCS 
has obtained funding for Gordon’s 
position, his services are free to the 
community. Although part-time, 
he says he can be reached at any 
time to arrange an appointment. 
Contact him at ASLCS by phone at 
250-265-3674, extension 226 or via 
email at Cameron.gordon@aslcs.
com. Gordon sees it as just part of 
Nakusp’s tradition of collaborating 
for the common good.  

“I’m available on an as-needs 
basis,” he says. “I’ve lived a lot of 
life; there’s not a lot that can throw 
me. It’s nice to be able to come into 
my office and have a non-judgmental 
conversation.”

submitted
On Friday, April 20 at 7 pm, 

the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre will present what may be 
its most colourful presentation 
ever. Part of the Whole Perspective 
series, ‘All Over the Rainbow: 
Understanding Gender Diversity’ 
promises to be a mind-expanding 
event. Kori Doty, the Slocan Valley’s 
well-known non-binary educator and 
activist, will involve participants in a 
conversation about this current and 
important topic. 

Doty was recently in the news 
when they succeeded in having their 
baby receive a ‘U’ (presumably for 
‘unspecified’) classification on their 
BC Health Card. 

“This way, Sea can tell us what 
gender they are when they are old 
enough to know,” says Doty. They 
are involved in group human rights 
challenge to have gender removed 
from birth certificates. 

Doty, whose personable style 
makes their presentations both 
fascinating and non-threatening, has 
been teaching courses on transgender 
awareness and related topics for 
several years. 

“I took a course from Kori,” says 
organizer Moe Lyons. “They’re just 
great at doing this, because they 
never make you feel stupid or in the 
wrong when you have difficult or 
what you might be afraid are dumb 
questions.”

But wait, say many people, aren’t 
there just two genders? Well, no, 
that’s not how it works, according 
to ‘Gender Spectrum,’ a website 
dedicated to this discussion. They 
have a pretty succinct description of 
how to view this topic. 

“While our gender may begin 
with the assignment of our sex, it 
doesn’t end there. A person’s gender 
is the complex interrelationship 
between three dimensions:

“Body: our body, our experience 
of our own body, how society genders 
bodies, and how others interact with 
us based on our body.

“Identity: our deeply held, 
internal sense of self as male, female, 
a blend of both, or neither; who we 
internally know ourselves to be.

“Expression: how we present 
our gender in the world and how 
society, culture, community, and 
family perceive, interact with, and 
try to shape our gender. Gender 
expression is also related to gender 
roles and how society uses those 
roles to try to enforce conformity to 
current gender norms.”

Doty hopes this discussion will 
open us up to a whole new world of 
possibilities. “I want to invite folks 
to be part of a deconstruction of 
the world as we know it, so we can 
collectively envision and explore a 
more liberatory future.”

They see growing awareness of 
gender complexity as one important 
factor in a great big picture. “It seems 
apparent to me that a huge part of 
what is needed in this conversation 
is a breakdown of ‘what is the gender 
binary?’, where does it come from, 
how do we learn it, reinforce it, what 
is its value and to whom?”

They particularly like this quote 
from a British woman, Christine 
Burns, on a trans elders panel they 
recently participated in. “The gender 
binary is a tool of the patriarchy, and 
when we move towards a non-binary 
perspective on gender, well excuse 
my French, but the patriarchy is 
f***d.”

Whether  you ident ify as 
somewhere other than mainstream 
on the gender spectrum, are already 
a full-on ally of transgendered 
persons, are dubious about the 
whole thing, or just have some 
pressing questions, this evening will 
give you the opportunity for non-
judgmental and vigorous discussion. 
It’s guaranteed you will leave with 
lots to think about. Admission is by 
donation. 

The Vallican Whole is at 
3762 Little Slocan S. Rd; www.
VallicanWhole.com; Facebook/
TheWhole.

‘All Over the Rainbow’ at the Vallican Whole

Kori Doty will lead a conversation about gender diversity at the Vallican Whole on Friday, April 20 
at 7pm. In this photo, Doty is at last year’s ‘Human Library’ event at the Nelson Public Library.

PH
O

TO
 C

R
ED

IT
: W

IL
L 

JO
H

N
SO

N
 A

N
D

 N
EL

SO
N

 S
TA

R



April 5, 2018   The Valley Voice  7

Considering Community Service? 
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi for Details: 250-265-0002

COMMUNITY

This ad is worth one free OSO coffee
Expires: May 31, 2018

$
“LOW ARTIST OF THE YEAR”

by Jan McMurray
Canada has never been 

known as a prime mover in the 
pop art world, but a company 
called Low Art believes that 
is about to change.

“Focusing on fridge 
magnets, stickers and posters, 
Low Art groovy souvenirs 
have uniquely Canadian 
themes,” said Low Art owner 
Michael Chesney. “From 
Tim Horton’s to BC Hydro to 
Reefer Madness, our line of 
‘graphic novelties’ are already 
selling well in Toronto and 
Vancouver and are now about 
to hit the Kootenays.”

The company is currently 
working with Nelson artists 
Bryn Stevenson and Buck D. 
They have designed a ‘Nelson 
Soup’ poster and magnet 

Low Art graphic novelties come to the Kootenays
collection that will be for sale 
throughout the Kootenays this 
summer.

“ U t i l i z i n g  v i n t a g e 

graphics and adding a local 
twist, we are introducing our 
line to the western interior,” 
says Chesney.

Their best sellers in 
Toronto are the ‘Thank you 
for pot smoking’ and Rob 
Ford magnets.

In May, Low Art will be 
staging an art/ graffiti show at 
Spirit Bar in Nelson that will 
feature local as well as some 

international talent. Other 
events are being planned, 
too, including a screening of 
Reefer Madness. Stay tuned.

submitted
The annual  Yard  & 

Yardage event will happen on 
Sunday, April 29 from 10 am 
to 2 pm at the Slocan Valley 
Threads Guild. This is your 
chance to celebrate spring with 
those who share a passion for 
community and fibre arts. 

Would buying a new 
perennial or two help you 
look forward to gardening? 
Is your fabric stash depleted 
after this rather long winter? 
During this event, the yard at 
the Threads Guild is filled with 
reasonably-priced plants, and 

Yard & Yardage returns to the Threads Guild
the interior of the renovated 
schoolhouse features tables 
laden with fabric, patterns, 
magazines, zippers, thread, 
yarn and unexpected surprises, 
all at bargain prices. 

Friendly Guild members 
will be happy to discuss 
your crafting and gardening 
questions. Members’ work 
displayed on the walls is sure 
to inspire you, while in the 
tea room section you’ll find 
savouries, sweets, coffee and 
tea plus crock pots full of 
soups and chili. There is likely 
to be some equipment for sale 

under cover outdoors along 
with the popular boxes of 
items available for a small 
donation. 

Yard & Yardage is an 
incredible local celebration of 
fibre, food, community sharing 
and growing things. For $10 
you can join the Guild, or renew 
your membership, good to 
June 2019. The Threads Guild 
is located five minutes north 
of Winlaw, where Highway 
6 intersects Perry’s Siding 
Bridge Road. Admission is 
free and proceeds support 
the guild. No dogs please. 

Donations of fabric, notions 
and plants are being accepted 
now, before the event. Call 

Sharon at 226-7703, Lynnda 
355-2267 or Julie 778-463-
1978 to arrange pick-up.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

submitted 
A former chair of the David Suzuki 

Foundation and a long-time Nelson 
city councillor will be the two featured 

speakers at the fifth annual Convergence 
Writers’ Weekend in Silverton June 15 
and 16.

The theme of  this  year ’s 

Convergence weekend is ‘Keeping a 
Civil Tongue’. Presentations will focus 
on how speakers and writers on all sides 
of controversial issues increasingly 
regard those who disagree with them 
as not only wrong-headed but evil. 
All events take place at Silverton’s 
Memorial Hall, 203 Lake Ave. (Hwy 6).

Speaking at 7 pm June 15, at an 
event open to the public as well as 
registrants, will be James Hoggan. 
Besides his work for the Suzuki 
Foundation, Hoggan chaired Al Gore’s 
Climate Project Canada. His most 
recent book is I’m Right and You’re 
an Idiot: The Toxic State of Public 
Discourse and How to Clean It Up. 
Hoggan notes that the demonizing of 
opponents hampers a community’s 
ability to solve common problems. His 
book identifies some approaches to 
counter this trend.

Also presenting at the June 15 
event will be Donna Macdonald, a 
Nelson city councillor for 19 years 
before retiring in 2014. Her memoir 
of life as a civic politician, Surviving 
City Hall, stresses the importance of 

local government while emphasizing 
the need for truthfulness, kindness and 
civility in public life.

Registrants for Convergence can 
attend one of two writing workshops 
offered during the day on June 16, as 
well as attending an arts performance 
and discussion that evening. Writing 
workshop leaders are Macdonald and 
New Denver journalist, historian, 
novelist, poet and performer Sean 
Arthur Joyce. Saturday evening includes 
performances by Joyce, New Denver 
musician Noel Fudge, and Silverton 
dancer Koko, as well as a discussion of 
the weekend’s theme by participants. 

Registration is now open, at a cost 
of $45 plus GST. Non-registrants are 
welcome to attend the Friday night 
event with admission by donation. 
More information, including how to 
register, is available at http://widespot.
ca/convergence-writers-weekend/.

Deadline for registration is June 1. 
Deadline for persons wishing feedback 
on their writing from Joyce in his 
workshop is May 19. Convergence is 
partially supported by the ProVision fund 
of the United Church’s BC Conference, 
the Columbia Basin Trust, and the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay’s 
Area H director, Walter Popoff.

Pat Henman and Michael Graham played the feuding Fonsia and Weller in D.L. Coburn’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning play The Gin Game. Well-acted, funny, and on a wonderful set, the play 

ran March 22-24 at the Capitol Theatre in Nelson.
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The local Freemasons of Star of the West Lodge No. 61 make a donation to the Arrow Lakes 
Hospital Foundation to go towards medical equipment for the soon-to-be renovated emergency 

room at the Arrow Lakes Hospital. Chester Taje, committee chair, presents a cheque to Bob 
Ruttenberg, co-chair of the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation, with George Bonacci, Master of 

Star of the West Lodge.

Sparky and Sylvester bid a loving farewell to veterinarians Dr. Laurie Page and Dr. Bill Sones 
at their retirement tea on Sunday, March 18 at the Emergency Services Building in Nakusp.

The Slocan Community Health Centre Auxiliary has generously donated $1,000 to the Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce Health Committee, for ongoing support of the health centre. 

Health Committee members Colin Moss and Leonard Casley accept the cheque from Auxiliary 
members Janice Found, Peggy Brown, Chris Hildebrand, Barb Lahner, and Amy Mori.

Two featured speakers at the fifth annual Convergence Writers’ Weekend
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SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

New in 2018! 
This year, I will be offering the utimate in property 

representation with Matterport imaging, at no additional 
cost. This is 360 degree walkthrough imaging. You can 
view it on www.realtor.ca for properties at 7918 Hwy 6, 

412 Kildare Street and #2 805 Union Street, New Denver. 
Be sure to check out the “dollhouse” image as well, 

which is a 3D rotatable image of the house.
Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the 
Slocan Valley for 

the 14th year.Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

by Jan McMurray
Summit Lake Ski Hill is going out 

with a bang this year, bringing back the 
super-fun year-end Carnival on Sunday, 
April 8 from 10 am to 4 pm. 

The excellent ski conditions in this 
record snow year continue on, with 
the spring bringing ‘hero snow’ to the 
hill. The full-day pass and rentals will 
be offered at half price, so don’t miss 
Carnival Day at Summit Lake this year.

There will be a Costume Contest, 
the Downhill Dummy Race, the Slush 
Cup, the Big Air, and the Gnar Activity 
Hunt. There will also be lots of activities 
for family and friends who aren’t there to 
ski – foot races, Giant Jenga, and more. 
Check out the Photo Booth, enter the 
Jello Eating Contest... It will be a day 
with plenty of opportunities to win prizes 
from local businesses. There are some 

Don’t miss this year’s Summit Lake Ski Hill Carnival, April 8. This is a picture of the gang at the first Carnival in 1989.

Summit Lake Ski Hill bring back the Carnival, April 8
big prizes this year, including a season’s 
pass for the winner of the Slush Cup.

A barbecue lunch will be sponsored 
by Save On Foods.

The first Summit Lake Carnival was 
in 1989, and has been a tradition ever 
since. For the past few years, though, the 
snow didn’t stick around long enough 
to get the event organized. This year, 
Nicole Nicholson, ski instructor and 
Chantell Paul, rental shop manager, 
are stoked with the excellent spring ski 
conditions and are enthusiastic about 
organizing the event.

Nicole and Chantell advise those 
competing in the Slush Cup to bring 
extra clothes. There will be a bonfire, but 
dry clothes will be appreciated if you fall 
in the slush pond at the bottom of the hill.

Dylan Leeson is introducing ‘The 
Gnar’ Activity Hunt, where participants 

collect points by completing the 
activities on the list.

Create a dummy on skis or 
snowboard for the Downhill Dummy 
Race and see whose dummy goes the 
farthest.

Practice your wedge jumps for the 
Big Air Contest. No inverts allowed.

Nicole and Chantell say it’s been 
a super season at the hill. People from 
Slocan, Nelson, Revelstoke and the 
Okanagan have come because it’s 
affordable and a great place to learn to 
ski or snowboard. “It’s small enough that 
you can watch your kids all day long,” 
says Nicole.

Four people took the snowboard 
instructor course at the hill this year, and 
SLAM (Summit Lake All Mountain) 
kids’ ski club welcomed the addition 
of a snowboard group this year during 

March break. The school program, 
Nancy Greene program, and the high 
school ski/ snowboard team practices 
all happened this year as usual. The 
Night Ski sponsored by Interfor was 
a big success, as was the Club Races 
Day. The Easter Egg Hunt came back 
this year, too.

“We had a great crew, lots of 
wonderful volunteers, and lots of 

new members,” says Nicole. “We 
encourage people to approach us with 
any suggestions or feedback.”

by Jan McMurray
Some incidents of vandalism 

occurred in New Denver on Friday 
night, March 23. A few vehicles were 
rifled through, and there was some 
distasteful spray painting on a garage 
on private property.

The property owner was very 
upset and hurt by the incident. “I’m 
devastated,” Linnie told the Valley Voice. 
“I have been kind to everybody. Steve 
[Linnie’s partner] and I are an asset to 

Vandalism in the Village of New Denver
this community. We have done nothing 
to deserve to be targeted like that.” She 
vowed to leave the painting until the 
culprit(s) or someone who knows the 
culprit(s) comes forward.

“People think it’s just a joke but 
when you are the person on the other 
end of it, it’s very hurtful,” she said. 
“I haven’t been able to think about 
anything but this for the last couple of 
days. They don’t know how much this 
hurt me.”

Linnie says she hopes to be able 
to talk to the culprit(s). “This can be 
a learning moment for the people. We 
can have a talk about how this affects 
others. People need to know there are 
consequences to bad behaviour. How 
would they feel if somebody did it to 
them?”
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order to Valley Voice, 

Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

New spring clothes are now arriving, 
along with lots of new jewellery. Many 

new items in-store. 
Now open Monday through Saturday, 

10 am to 5:30 pm

Since 1986

Scarlett’s Electric (250)353-2563
Jaeden Woodland (250)366-4316

Energy Tips...
Electric vehicles are becoming more 
practical and affordable every year, with 
longer range batteries, hybrids with gas 
engine backup, new charging stations, 
lower prices and government rebates.  
Plug in and run on battery for short trips 
and enjoy high fuel efficiency on longer 
trips.  Regenerative braking saves energy 
and can make driving on hills safer.

by Jan McMurray
The Legacy Park beside Kaslo 

City Hall is expected to be ready for 
its grand opening on August 12, as 
part of the Kaslo 125 celebrations. 
Funding of $45,440 has recently 
been awarded to the project from the 
federal ‘Building Communities through 
Arts and Heritage’ program, so park 
development will get underway soon.

 “We’re so pleased to have received 

this funding in our 125th anniversary 
year,” says Mayor Hewat. “The park 
will be yet another attraction during the 
anniversary celebrations, and a lasting 
legacy for the community.”

Mayor Hewat said the Village will 
contribute financially and in-kind to 
help match the federal funding, which 
is a matching grant.

The first step will be to build a wall 
around the park perimeter, with a low 
cement wall (two feet high), concrete 
pillars, and metal rails. David Jackson, 
chair of the Kaslo Public Art Select 
Advisory Committee (KPASAC), said 
the wall will “echo” the design of the 
fence at the Kemball building, stressing 
that it will not be a copy of the Kemball 
fence. It will have four openings at each 
corner, with no gates. The Village will 
soon put out a Request for Proposals for 
the wall project.

While the Village is managing 
the construction of the wall, Jackson 
says the KPASAC will concentrate on 
completing as much of the rest of the 
park as possible. Elements in the design 
include cement pathways, two plinths 
for rotating pieces of public art, trees, 
shrubs, flower beds, and a performance 
space. Electrical wiring will be built into 
the wall so there will be access to power 
for the performers.

There will also be 12 historical 
panels on the wall. JV Humphries grad 
student Jessalyn Tremblay has been 
going through the Kootenay Lake 
Historical Society archives with the help 
of Elizabeth Scarlett, and has chosen 
13 historical topics with photos. An 
online survey will be available to the 
community, via the Village website, 
to choose the 12 topics for the park. 

Tremblay will write the text to go along 
with the photos.

Fundraising is one of the 
committee’s tasks, and one of the ideas 
is to build a brick pathway, giving 
community members the opportunity 
to have their names engraved on the 
bricks.

“It’s great to see this project going 
ahead, and we’re grateful to everybody 

Kaslo Legacy Park project awarded funding, will start soon
who has given us their support,” said 
Jackson.

The idea for a park adjacent to 
City Hall came out of an informal 
online survey by the Village, asking 
community members what they’d like 
to see in the empty space beside City 
Hall, left when the old fire hall was 
torn down. A park was the number one 
choice, so the Village issued a Request 

for Proposals for a park design. Laurie 
Moss submitted the initial design 
in 2015. Further design work has 
been done by Kaslo residents Dana 
Gallinger and Karel Peters. Most of 
the fundraising has been done by Deb 
Borsos, Pamela Griffin, and Gillian 
Froese. Councillor Holland has been 
involved as the Village liaison on the 
committee.

by Jan McMurray
• Funding of $45,440 was 

approved for the City Hall Legacy 
Park project from the federal ‘Building 
Communities through Arts and 
Heritage’ program. The Village will 
also provide some funding, and council 
decided to defer the Leko toilet project 
in Kaslo Bay Park until fall or 2019 in 
order to give the Legacy Park project 
the priority for the available funds.

•  T h e  M e m o r a n d u m  o f 
Understanding between the Village 
and FortisBC for the proposed Level 3 
EV charger was received. FortisBC is 
seeking grant funding from the federal 
government to make this project a 
reality. The charger will be FortisBC 

Kaslo council, March 13: City Hall funding approved
owned and operated, located on Village 
land on Fourth Street. The Village will 
offer FortisBC a 10-year renewable 
lease at a nominal fee, and will ensure 
access to the site, i.e. snow clearing.

• Brought forward from in camera 
was a resolution to appoint the RDCK 
building inspection service to inspect 
properties in the municipality that 
may be unsafe or in contravention 
of building regulations. The RDCK 
would prepare a report for Kaslo 
council on any such inspections. The 
resolution indemnifies the RDCK 
from all liability associated with these 
inspections, and allows the Village 
to appoint external building officials 
or qualified professionals for the 

inspections if needed.
CAO Smith explained in an 

interview that Kaslo participates in the 
RDCK’s building inspection service, 
and the service doesn’t cover all areas 
of responsibility that municipalities 
have under the Community Charter. 
“We are working with the RDCK on 
that,” he said.

• Mayor Hewat reported on her 
attendance at the Kaslo and District 
Public Library AGM and the long 
service recognition given to outgoing 
chair, Joe Johnson.

• The Consolidated Reserve 
Funds Bylaw 1217 was adopted. This 
establishes the Contingency Reserve 
Fund.

submitted
What started off as a pilot project in 

2013 has evolved to become Kaslo & 
Up the Lake Youth Network. KULYN 
is part of Columbia Basin Trust’s 
Basin Youth Network supporting 
meaningful youth engagement within 
the Columbia Basin. North Kootenay 
Lake Community Services manages the 
contract that provides $55,000 a year 
for another two years for the program 
aimed at young people 12 to 18.

KULYN has collaborated with 
Kaslo organizations such as the library, 
youth centre, J.V. Humphries school 
and the arena, and the Lardeau Valley 
Community Centre, to deliver diverse 

Kaslo & Up the Lake Youth Network celebrates five years 
programs, events and activities. 

Coordinator Shannon Isaac works 
closely with youth, advisory committee 
members and organizations to broaden 
the scope of youth culture, potential, 
and opportunity in Kaslo and Up the 
Lake. A plethora of amazingly brilliant 
youth and adults have offered their 
skills, ideas, and talent in facilitating 
youth specific programs and planning 
events. It’s their goal to continue 
offering fun and engaging activities 
to youth.

Currently, Isaac says, she is looking 
for teens, young adult and adult mentors 
willing to share their skills, ideas or 
talents in the form of educational 

workshops, one time events, on-going 
programs, after school, overnight 
or multi-day activities. KULYN 
would love to support a skateboard 
competition at May Days and is looking 
for someone with experience to assist 
with planning and coordinating. If 
you’re out there and want to make this 
or anything else happen, feel free to 
contact Shannon Isaac, at 250-353-7780 
or email shannonisaac@nklcss.org.

KULYN has a Facebook page: 
Kaslo & Up the Lake Youth Network. 
More likes will improve efforts 
to promote events, programs and 
activities for youth living in Kaslo and 
surrounding areas. 

submitted
BC Hydro has provided an update 

on the current flow forecast for Duncan 
River and Lardeau confluence (DRL).

As of March 27, BC Hydro 
implemented a short-term decrease in 
the typical minimum target flows at 
DRL from 73 cubic metres per second 
(cms) down to 50 cms. Due to prolonged 
cold weather and the delay in freshet 
that brings natural inflows into the 

Decreased flows at Duncan and Lardeau confluence 
Duncan Reservoir, it is anticipated that 
maintaining a rate of 73 cms at DRL 
beyond a two-week period may not 
be possible. BC Hydro will therefore 
augment natural flows at a reduced rate 
of 50 cms to approximately mid-April, 
or until such time when natural inflows 
are sufficient again to accommodate the 
typical minimum flow of 73 cms.
Caution to boaters:

Due to reduced inflows, additional 

caution is required when navigating the 
lower Duncan River. Please be cautious 
when boating downstream of Hamill 
Creek due to narrowing of the channel 
and reduced water depth. Below surface, 
unseen hazards are of additional concern 
at this time.

If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Megan 
Chadwick at 250-365-4565 or megan.
chadwick@bchydro.com.

submitted
NOT EXTINCT - Keeping the Sinixt 

Way, will have its Kaslo launch at the 
Langham Thursday, April 12, 7 pm.

Many years in the making, this 
book is a project by the Blood of Life 
Collective whose members gathered to 
listen to and record Sinixt storytellers 
and knowledge-keepers Marilyn James 
and Taress Alexis tell the stories of the 
Sinixt oral history.

As Marilyn writes “The stories 
that inform this book are the creation 
stories of this particular landscape, of 
our People. [Oral histories] guide us, 
they tells us about the laws, the laws of 
this land, laws that dictate our lives, our 
cultural paths, how we behave. Here, in 
[Sinixt territory] these stories guide us.”

Sinixt book launch at the Langham
Full-page, colour and black and 

white illustrations by 17 regional artists 
illuminate the Sinixt ancestral and 
contemporary relationship with the land 
and waters of the upper Columbia River 
watershed. 

submitted
The next event in the Friends of the 

Lardeau’s Spring Speaker Series is ‘Let’s 
Talk Wolf: Behind the Smokescreen’. 
On April 11, 7 pm at Argenta Hall, listen 
to Sadie Parr, executive director of Wolf 
Awareness, discuss her organization’s 
concerns surrounding the provincial 
wolf kill program underway. 

Parr’s work is centred on wolf 
and large carnivore conservation 

Join the authors at the Langham 
theatre for Sinixt storytelling and the 
presentation of this powerful new book! 
A Café Langham presentation. $10 
donation at the door. www.thelangham.
ca.

Let’s Talk Wolf: Behind the Smokescreen
through scientific research, education, 
and informed advocacy.  Parr 
is active in campaigns in Western 
Canada to end lethal reduction 
experiments, alternatively promoting 
compassionate conservation and 
wildlife management based upon a 
foundation of ethics, sound science, 
and ecology. For more information, go 
to http://wolfawarenessinc.org. Become 
informed. Become involved.
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Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Considering Community 
Service? 
Consider 
Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi for Details: 
250-265-0002

Burton Community 
Association

Projects For Tender
The Burton Community Association is seeking 
person/persons for the following Projects.

Burton Historical Camp Ground

•  Renovations of showers
•  Installation of outdoor dishwashing station
•  Repair to concrete floor of the Gazebo
•  Installation of split rail cedar fencing

Burton Community Hall

•  Renovation of front entrance foyer
•  New enclosure for the emergency generator

For more detailed information regarding 
projects to be performed, please email 
requests to the following email:

bca@burtoncity.ca Attn.Howard

Burton Community 
Association

Recording Secretary/
Bookkeeper Contract

The Burton Community Association is 
seeking a person for the combined position 
of Bookkeeper/Recording Secretary. 
Preference will be given to applications 
inclusive of both duties, however applicants 
for either Bookkeeper or Recording Secretary 
separately will be considered.
A working knowledge of Microsoft Office is 
required for the secretary position.
A working knowledge of Quick Books is 
required for the Bookkeeping position.
Remuneration to be negotiated based on 
qualifications and experience.
For more detailed information regarding the 
duties to be performed, please email requests 
to the following email:
bca@burtoncity.ca Attn. Howard

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

PALS NEEDS YOU!!
DO YOU LOVE ANIMALS? 
THINK ABOUT FOSTER-
ING A PET. JOIN THE PALS 
TEAM TODAY! PLEASE 
CALL PALS at 250-265-
3792 TO FIND OUT HOW 
YOU CAN HELP.

by Claire Paradis
• Residents of Nakusp received 

a survey from the Village last week 
asking where they’d prefer to see 
recreational cannabis shops set up 
in town, if at all. The survey asks 
Nakuspians how far from schools, 
seniors homes, and other cannabis 
outlets the shops should be allowed. 
As well as asking about where and 
when marijuana should be sold, the 
survey also asks where it should be 
permitted to be grown and smoked. 

“Forty-two years ago when I 
started with municipalities, if 
somebody had told me I’d be writing 
a report about legalizing cannabis, I 
would have thought they were crazy,” 
said CAO Laurie Taylor. “But here 
we are.” 

The Canadian government has 
said legalization of marijuana for 
recreational and medicinal purposes 
will be coming this summer. The 
Cannabis Act, Bill C-45, will make 
it legal to grow, sell, and possess 
cannabis for recreational purposes. 

Government-run and private retail 
stores will be licensed and monitored 
by the Liquor Distribution Branch, 
but local government support will be 
a mandatory prerequisite for a retail 
license. Local governments will be 
able to regulate the location of retail 
stores, the number of stores permitted 
in the municipality, hours of operation, 
and public consumption. Like alcohol, 
the minimum age to buy cannabis will 
be 19, but unlike liquor stores, no 
minors will be permitted in cannabis 
stores.

Surveys are also available for 
Nakusp residents to pick up at the 
Village office, and need to be returned 
before April 27. 

• Nakusp council was treated 
to a presentation about their asset 
management planning initiative and 
tasks by Andre Van den Berg from 
LandInfo Technologies. The GIS 
company has been working with 
Village staff to map infrastructure with 
the company’s in-house open source 
software. This is the first step of asset 

management that allows the calculation 
of both the total value of the Village’s 
assets and the annual reserves required 
to maintain them. The replacement 
value for Nakusp’s road, water, storm, 
and wastewater systems plus buildings 
totals $44 million. The next step will 
be to determine how much needs to 
be squirrelled away each year into 
infrastructure reserves. 

“Historically no community 
puts money away for buildings,” 
said Mayor Karen Hamling, “and 
that’s why the government has asked 
everybody to do tangible capital 
assets.” She pointed out that the Village 
puts money away for water, sewer, and 
vehicles, but the federal government 
will be requiring an asset management 
plan for communities to be eligible 
for grants.

“We need to start doing these 
tangible capital assets, because it’s just 
like your own home,” said Hamling. 
“A lot of people don’t put money away 
for that roof replacement until it hits.”

• Public Works continues to be 

Nakusp council, March 26: Residents asked to weigh in on cannabis
handled by staff until a new Director 
of Operations is hired. Recreation and 
Parks Director Terry Welsh reported 
that pothole repairs are ongoing. Welsh 
then put on his regular Parks & Rec hat 
and reported that the Cedar Chalets 
had 72% occupation in January and 
76% in February. These occupancy 
rates are almost as high as the highest 
peak season rates of 78%, and Walsh 
believes this is the result of the Nakusp 
Hot Springs marketing and social 
media campaigns. 

• Council agreed to campground 
contractor Dan May’s request for an 
increase to camping fees – from $27 
to $30 per night for sites with power; 
from $22 per night to $25 per night 
for sites without power; and from 
$19 to $21 per night for overflow 
sites. According to a report from May 
showing fees charged at other nearby 
campgrounds, Nakusp’s rates are on 
the low end, even with the increase. 
Welsh said administration feels the 
raise in rates is justified, given the 
increase in campground use and the 

increase in service levels provided by 
the contractor. The bylaw increasing 
the rates was given three readings.

The raised rates will provide 
an est imated $9,800 more in 
campground revenues in 2018. Last 
year, campground revenues were 
$88,900 – an increase of $20,592 over 
2016. The 2017 profit was $22,752, 
split 55%-45% between the contractor 
and the Village respectively.

Councillor Tom Zeleznik raised 
the issue that the campground sani-
dump could be hard for big rigs to 
access. Welsh agreed, but said it would 
be costly to move. Mayor Hamling 
suggested collaborating with the Esso 
gas station, which has its own sani-
dump, to create some signage.

• Crossley Coates’ application to 
re-zone his 13th Ave. property from 
R4-Comprehensive Residential to 
M1-Light Industrial passed first two 
readings. The application will come 
to a public hearing on April 23 and 
owners of neighbouring properties will 
be notified. 

• Council voted to send a letter 
to the Minister of Finance about the 
impact that the Employer Health Tax 
will have in terms of an increased cost 
for the municipality, and therefore on 
property taxes.

• The NACFOR Legacy Fund 
Amendment Bylaw was adopted. The 
amendment stipulates that 25% of the 
monies deposited to the legacy fund 
will be for projects benefitting Arrow 
Park South to Edgewood.

by Claire Paradis
The Nakusp marina needs repair 

work once again, due to wear and 
tear from the constant rise and fall 
of the Arrow reservoir. This year, the 
Nakusp Launch Club Society is fixing 
the supports under the walkway that 
shore it up when the water is gone. 

More repairs needed for Nakusp marina
The marina will still be accessible 

from the first gate, and the work should 
only take a couple of days, Nakusp 
Launch Club Society President Ken 
France told the Valley Voice. The 
club has already obtained permission 
for the project from the Ministry of 
Environment, but the issue now is 

getting the right people for the job. 
“We’re trying to use local 

contractors,” said France, explaining 
that the work is more like bridge 
construction than typical marina 
repair work. At the moment, most of 
the local contractors who can do the 
job are busy logging, and will be until 
spring breakup. 

The costs of keeping the marina 
going are rising as it ages. The club 
spent $104,000 last year replacing 
the walers, which connect the floats. 
And the cables in the breakwater need 
replacing five or six times a year, 
France said. 

“It’s so much money,” said 
France. “We’d love to see the whole 
thing replaced.” But with the $25,000 
they collect annually, that won’t be 
happening anytime soon. 

O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  Vi l l a g e 
representatives have approached BC 
Hydro about building a breakwater 
for the boat ramp that would protect 
the marina from taking the brunt of 
bad weather. BC Hydro has refused 
to take responsibility for the marina, 

and has said there is no need for a 
breakwater because the marina itself 
serves as one. While this is true, 
incoming storms can quickly wreak 
massive destruction on the marina as 
it shelters the boat launch access point. 
And it’s difficult to find money to pay 
for repairs. 

“We don’t have a lot of population 
to pay for it,” France said. It’s a tricky 
balance trying to charge enough 
to maintain the marina, but not so 
much that it becomes unaffordable 
for locals. Because the club doesn’t 
own any land at the marina, it’s also 
not possible to offer the kind of care 
for boats that you can charge a higher 
price for, to those who can afford it. 

“We’re most concerned about 
locals who just want to go fishing.”

by Katrine Campbell
News that approximately $500,000 

has been granted by the BC Rural 
Dividend Fund and Columbia Basin 
Trust has Janis Neufeld “cautiously 
excited.” She is the project manager for 
the Nakusp and Area Bike Society’s Mt. 
Abriel project, which will eventually be 
50 km of non-motorized trails.

“We’ve been incredibly successful 
in fundraising,” she said. “I’m a little 
surprised, as I wasn’t expecting to get 
that much. We’re very appreciative and 
very cautious: it’s a lot of money and we 
have to be good stewards of the funding.”

Neufeld attributes some of the 
success to cooperation and collaboration, 
not competition, with other trail projects 
in the region. The trails complement 
each other and will help make the West 
Kootenay a world-class destination for 
mountain bikers.

The management team is in place 
and set to do maintenance on the existing 
trail. What Neufeld called “full-fledged, 
on-the-go green light” work on the 
rest of the trail will start April 30 and 

Major work on Mt. Abriel 
Trail project to start April 30

finish November 30, both in 2018 and 
2019. There could be delays if the fire 
hazard grows too great, but the society 
is prepared and getting started as early 
as it can.

But first, there is some financial 
planning to do.

“We’re taking a step back, re-
evaluating every dime to tighten up 
budget. It’s half of what we need and 
I don’t know if we will get more,” said 
Neufeld. “We’ll try to stretch the money 
to get the most out of the funding. It’s 
public money and we’re accountable to 
the public how we spend it.”

Although it seems like a lot of 
money, she added, it’s a large project. 
To help the money stretch, the society 
needs more volunteers, more members, 
and support in other ways.

The Mt Abriel trails are not 
restricted to mountain bikers. The society 
encourages hikers, snowshoers and 
runners to enjoy the network, although 
some of the upper trails won’t be 
recommended for hikers because bikers 
will be coming downhill at high speeds.

Volunteers from the Nakusp and Area Bike Society welcomed news of $500,000 in grants from 
BC Rural Dividend Fund and Columbia Basin Trust.
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

CARD OF THANKS

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

ADVERTISING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

TOWING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

CLASSIFIED ADS

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

CALL FOR VENDORS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
THINK SPRING! Egg-Cetera Feed now 
taking chick orders. 250-226-7034.
SINGLE PARENT HOMESCHOOLING 
YOUTH for medical reasons not able to 
seek employment. Your refundable bottles 
and cans will help! Call for pickups/ 
drop-offs. Tues.-Thurs. Noon-4 pm. 250-
352-9916.
SILVERTON GALLERY IS BACK. 
Work parties organized over the next three 
months. For details on how you can help, 
please contact silvertongallery@gmail.
com.
CANCELLATION NOTICE for the April 
12 film screening of The Change Agents. 
Rescheduling hoped for in the future. 
Sincere apologies.

A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR?  I f  so ,  c a l l 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 

for the Self-Employment program where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

C A L L I N G  A L L  V E N D O R S /
CRAFTERS: Used or new items – truck 
or table - Tailgate Flea Market on May 12 at 
the Slocan Park Community Hall. Sell from 
your truck or bring table. For more info and 
application, email slocanparkhall@gmail.
com or call Bonny at 250-354-7596.

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION 
would like to sincerely thank the Province 
of British Columbia and viaSport for 
their generous support of the 2018 Winter 
Women Program. Without their support 
we would not have been able to offer the 
program for free to the members of our 
community.

SLOCAN MASONIC LODGE meets 
at Knox Hall at 7:30 pm in New Denver: 
March 23, April 27, May 28, June 22, 
August 24, September 28, October 26, 
November 23. Every fourth Friday. Picnic 
in Sandon July 28 at 4:30 pm. In December, 
we meet with the Nakusp Lodge, December 
8. Interested new members contact: 
dtstore@telus.net. 
GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER! THE 
BIG AIR BAND/ LIP SYNC CONTEST 

is coming May 19 (May Days Saturday) 
to the Silverton Memorial Hall. Calling on 
all Slocan Valley businesses, organizations, 
groups and individuals to enter to win 
cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in 
two categories: adults and kids. Coaching 
available. Don’t miss out on the fun! All 
ages and abilities, and all kinds of music 
welcome. Registration forms available at 
New Market Foods and www.slocanlake.
com. Registration period: April 14-May 5. 
Hosted by the Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce. More info: 250-226-7967 or 
www.slocanlake.com
INTER-GENERATIONAL COOKING 
IS BACK! Presented by CBAL & 
WEGCSS. All ages cook and eat together. 
Work with local guest experts to create 
great new tastes, learn about eating healthy 
on a budget and exploring recipes that 
you can bring home to your family. On 
Wednesday, April 4, we’ll plant the garden 
together and make starts to take home, then 
use last years harvest to make a ‘witches 
brew’ to keep the whole family healthy! 
Expect to have your taste buds excited with 
snacking! Look forward to exploring dairy 
making, wild harvesting, cooking from 

the garden, proper preparation techniques 
and delicious feasts!! The program runs 
for ten Wednesdays from 5-7 pm at WEG 
Community Service Society in Slocan. To 
register & for more info, call WEGCSS at 
250-355-2484.
DROP-IN CLAY CLASSES at Artel 
Studios in New Denver. The studio will 
be open to aspiring clay artists every 
Monday 1:30-3:30. Show up or call Ellie 
250-358-2689.
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM Bottle Drive - Saturday, 
April 7, 2018 from 9:30-1:00. Pick-up from 
Slocan Park to to Slocan City. Call ahead 
for large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank 
you for your support.
WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE: 
Join us Thursday, April 19 for Earth Day 
activities for children from 2-3 pm at the 
school (5614 Hwy 6, Winlaw). Meet the 
teachers and Principal from 3:30-5 pm. 
Accepting Kindergarten and multi-aged 
elementary applications for the 2018/19 
school year. Financial support available. 
For more info call 250-226-7737, email 
wholeschool@gmail.com or visit www.
wholeschool.ca.



April 5, 2018   The Valley Voice  13
WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE: 
Join us Thursday, April 19 for Earth Day 
activities for children from 2-3 pm at the 
school (5614 Hwy 6, Winlaw). Meet the 
teachers and principal from 3:30-5 pm. 
Accepting Kindergarten and multi-aged 
elementary applications for the 2018/19 
school year. Financial support available. 
For more info call 250-226-7737, email 
wholeschool@gmail.com or visit www.
wholeschool.ca.
KOHAN GARDEN SPRING CLEAN-
UP: One of the first signs of spring is the 
Kohan Garden Clean-up, scheduled this 
year on April 7 & 8. Join family and friends, 
any time between 9 am and 4 pm. Help 
spruce up the garden for another beautiful 
summer season. Bring a rake and gloves. 
Slocan Lake Garden Society will provide 
a free lunch and beverages. Door prizes.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ 
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325 
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
DRAFTING TABLES/ SHELVING 
UNITS – Come check them out at the 
Valley Voice office. 250-358-7218.
WILDFIRE HAS NO MERCY. Not to 
prepare is preparing for disaster. Firehawks 
rooftop sprinklers, winter intro price, call 
250-365-6887.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

HEALTH

FOR RENT

NOTICES

FOR SALE

PETS

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

COMING EVENTS SLOCAN VALLEY 
RECREATION

250-226-0008  
WWW.RDCK.CA

Next 
Valley Voice 

Deadline:
April 13, 

2018

CLASSIFIED ADS

CAFÉ LANGHAM PRESENTS - Beauty 
in the Soil - Saturday, April 14, 3 pm. Just 
in time for gardening, a deep-rooted talk by 
Rossland farmer and agro-ecologist Andrew 
Bennet exploring the complexity and beauty 
of the world beneath our feet! $10 donation 
at the door. www.thelangham.ca
A SPECIAL MEETING and AGM of 
the Carpenter Creek Last Wishes Society 
will be at Knox Hall at 7 pm on Thursday, 
May 3, 2018.
SADIE PARR, executive director of Wolf 
Awareness, presents concerns about the 
BC wolf kill program at the Argenta Hall, 
Wednesday, April 11, 7 pm. Hosted by 
Friends of the Lardeau River.
LIVE THEATRE PERFORMANCE - 
An Unconventional Life - Fri, Sat, Apr 20 
& 21, 7:30 pm, Sun Apr 22, 4 pm - Based 
on the movie Yentl, Lynn van Deursen and 
Noemi Kiss perform this beautiful musical 
drama about a young Jewish woman who 
challenged tradition. Langham Theatre 
Kaslo. Tickets $15 Willow & Sunnyside. 
www.thelangham.ca
CAFÉ LANGHAM PRESENTS NOT 
EXTINCT - Keeping the Sinixt Way - Book 
Launch - Thursday, April 12, 7 pm. Join 
authors Marilyn James and Taress Alexis for 
Sinixt storytelling and the presentation of 
their beautiful and powerful new book! $10 
donation at the door. www.thelangham.ca
READY, SET, LEARN! A FREE program 
for parents and caregivers and preschoolers 
ages 3 to 5. Special activities including 
literacy, numeracy, creative art, science, 
music, movement, baking, a puppet show, 
a guest event and a Kindergarten visit. Join 
Julia and Lila, on 3 Monday afternoons, 
from 1:00 to 3:00, Apr. 30, May 7 and May 
14 in the Lucerne School Preschool/Strong 
Start room. You have the fun and we do the 
clean up! Please pre-register! Call Charlene 

250-358-7768, Julia 250-358-2745, or Lila 
250-358-7766. Sponsored by SD 10 & 
Ministry of Education.
ODIN’S PUB DANCE PARTY - DJ Chris 
Warren is playing on Saturday, April 7 from 
9 pm-12:30 am. Recommended donation 
$10 to gofundme campaign – ‘Odin’s 
Pub Spring Dance Party.’ Call Danika at 
358-2284 if you have questions or want 
to be a DD.
A L L O V E R  T H E  R A I N B O W : 
Understanding Gender Diversity, a 
fascinating and friendly evening with Kori 
Doty, the Slocan Valley’s noted non-binary 
activist and educator. Part of The Whole 
Perspective series. Friday, April 20, 7 pm, 
Vallican Whole Community Centre, 3762 
Little Slocan S. Rd. Admission by donation. 
www.VallicanWhole.com; Facebook/
TheWhole
MARIA DUNN: STORYTELLER IN 
SONG! At the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre, Saturday, April 28, doors 7 pm, 
performance 8 pm. Nominated for a Juno 
Award in 2017. Check her out on YouTube. 
Tickets at www.VallicanWhole.com. More 
info in the next edition of the Valley Voice!
CALL FOR ARTISTS/COMMUNITY 
ART SHOW JULY 2018. In celebration 
of the re-opening of the SILVERTON 
GALLERY. For information, please 
email silvertongallery@gmail.com.

SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
SOCIETY Annual General Meeting on 
April 25, 2018 at 7 pm. To be held at 
Slocan Community Library, 710 Harold 
Street, Slocan.
YARD AND YARDAGE! Slocan Valley 
Threads Guild’s annual event welcomes 
you Sunday, April 29, 10 to 2 pm. Shop 
for fabric, notions, perennials, lunch, 
refreshments and enjoy the gallery of 
members’ work. Highway 6 at Perry’s Back 
Road. 226-7703.

New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

THE SLOCAN LAKE GALLERY 
SOCIETY (Arts Council) is hiring 
a part-time Arts Administrator. Info: 
silvertongallery@gmail.com. 
THE SLOCAN LAKE GALLERY 
SOCIETY seeks caterers for concessions 
during events. Opportunity to grow your 
business. Info: silvertongallery@gmail.
com. 

Sing HU for CALMNESS, protection, 
healing and perspective. It’s for people of 
all faiths, traditions and practices. Check 
out eckankar-bc.ca/husong.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: 
New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build 
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at 
www.proudofmydog.ca

Like us on Facebook and keep up-to-date 
on everything Rec! @slocanvalleyrec
Embroidery Kids Club: Ages 7+. Sat’s, 
Apr 14-May 5, 10:00-11:30am, Slocan 
Park Hall. $72. Financial assistance 
available.
Embroidery Series For Adults: Sun’s, 
Apr 15-May 13, Slocan Park Hall. $95.
Parent & Tot Dropin: Fri’s, 10am-
Noon, Slocan Park Hall. Nelson Library 
attends the 3rd Fridays of the month with 
songs, books and stories. Free!
NEW OFFICE HOURS: TUES-FRI, 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

HELP WANTED

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

It pays!!!
• Call 358-7218 for details • 

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Winter Hours!
Wednesday to Saturday

10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday - Tuesday

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
11:30 AM - 8 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
REALTOR®

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery 

(www.hiddengardengallery.ca) hosts 
a Food for Thought talk Sunday, 
April 8, at Knox Hall in New Denver, 
at 7:30. Admission is by donation to 
benefit the Gallery.

Deborah Sword presents 
‘Managing Conflict Better’. If 
you’ve had a problem with someone, 
have you asked yourself, ‘What 
could I have done differently?’ or 
‘Why do I keep making mistakes 
that get me into conflict?’ or ‘When 
will I learn the lessons I need to deal 
with conflicts?’

Everyone offends someone 
sometime, often unintentionally. 
While conflicts will happen, 
managing them better is a goal 
within reach. In this interactive 

Food for Thought: Managing Conflict
session participants will examine 
what Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears demonstrate about what limits 
our conflict strategies, and how to 
overcome those limits to be more 
conflict competent.

Most of Sword’s career has been 
in conflict management and she still 
loves the work. She started with a 
master’s degree in Environmental 
Dispute Resolution (let’s get this 
resolved). From there, she moved 
to Conflict Management, (let’s be 
more conflict competent now and 
in the future). For her doctorate, she 
studied Conflict Analysis, (let’s ask 
better questions about the heart of 
conflict, analyze earlier, and delve 
deeper). 

S w o r d  h a s  c o n v e n e d 
thousands of innovative conflict 

management processes, locally and 
internationally, has taught conflict 
studies at universities and privately, 
and trained Boards of Directors in 

effective governance. She’s active 
as a writer, researcher, trainer, coach, 
and keynote speaker. An active 
volunteer, she served on the boards 

of numerous environmental and 
peace organizations.

Sponsored by Slocan Lake 
Recreation Commission 6.

submitted
Both school districts 8 (Kootenay 

Lake) and 10 (Arrow Lakes) will receive 
money from the Province for upgrades.

SD 8 is receiving $3.0 million in 
total funding, including $550,0000 from 
the School Enhancement Program for 
elevator construction at Nelson’s Central 
Education Centre, and $1,039,062 from 
the School Bus Replacement Program 
for eight replacement buses.

SD 10’s $616,820 from the School 
Enhancement Program is earmarked 
for building envelope upgrades at 
Nakusp Secondary and dust collection 

More money for school enhancement
system upgrades at NSS and Lucerne 
Elementary Secondary.

Many of the projects being 
funded through these programs will 
benefit schools by saving them money 
on electricity, natural gas, fuel and 
maintenance. Those savings can be 
reinvested in classrooms to support 
student learning.

“We’re prioritizing our kids’ 
education again,” said Nelson-Creston 
MLA Michelle Mungall. “On top of 
the announcement for more school 
maintenance funding, we’re providing 
kids with smaller classes by hiring more 

teachers.”
The funding programs are part of 

a $198-million provincial investment 
under the Annual Facilities Grant, School 
Enhancement Program, Carbon Neutral 
Capital Program and Bus Replacement 
Program, to ensure students have well-
maintained learning environments and 
bus services that are safe, comfortable 
and efficient.

The provincial government has 
boosted school maintenance funding by 
more than $20 million over last year, and 
has increased the facilities grant for the 
first time since 2004/05. 
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JOHN 
PERKINS, 

89
William John Perkins, 89, of Na-
kusp, British Columbia, passed away 
peacefully on March 20, 2018 at Arrow 
Lakes Hospital in the company of 
loving family.  

John is survived by his wife Trish (Huesken), his five sons Nick (Lyne), Dave 
(Deb), Alan (Karri), Brian (Holly), and Michael (Eric), and their mother Enid, his 
step-daughter Lani, his loving grandchildren Tara, Breanne (Andrew), Timothy, 
Miles, Mathieu (Patricia), Sara (Alex), Matt, Denise (Will), Bill, Cassidy and 
Curtis, a rapidly growing team of great-grandchildren including Keilana, 
Clinton, Ayda, Sidney, Tyler, Makenna, and Lukas, nieces and nephews Ted, 
Brian, Jackie, Robert, Jeff, Vala, Tim and Holly, cousin Pauline and in-laws 
Ron, Sybil, Manfred and Bess.  John is pre-deceased by his parents William 
and Ada Perkins and his younger sister Janet and brother-in-law Peter.
John had a goal of living to 105 and celebrated the half-way mark when he 
was 52 ½ years old. Although he didn’t quite make his goal, he did live a long, 
healthy, and rewarding life where he had an outsized impact on his family and 
friends. John was born in Doncaster, England January 19, 1929 where he 
spent his childhood before attending university in Durham where he met the 
future mother of his sons. John was stationed in Trieste, Italy with the British 
Army following WWII, was a London bobby, and a detective with Special 
Branch, Scotland Yard prior to emigrating to Calgary with the first phase of 
his young family in 1957. In the years to come John would work in banking, 
forestry (an inside joke) and go on to build a manufacturing-based specialty 
advertising business. He played a prominent role in the national specialty 
advertising association.
John loved travel, had a penchant for languages, music, reading, and the 
outdoors and developed a worldly view early in life.  He had strong opinions 
on many subjects and enjoyed sharing those through editorials, letters to the 
editor, call-in programs, or email debates with those willing to engage with 
him. He never shied away from a good intellectual discussion. He had a joke 
and story for every occasion and never let facts get in the way of a good tale!
John enjoyed his long retirement with Trish and his pets in the beautiful com-
munity of Nakusp. There he was active in the community serving on various 
boards and making friends throughout town.  He was a member of the seniors 
choir for many years and participated in many other cultural activities. Initially, 
he was easily recognizable in his little red convertible, but as mobility became 
an increasing challenge for him he happily rode around town on his scooter.
The family would like to thank Mary Ellen, Marilyn, Dagmar, Marie and Michelle 
and the doctors and nursing staff of Arrow Lakes Hospital (Dr. Norm Lea, Dr. 
David Mongar,  Karolina, Shirley, Lori, Cindy, Amy, Linda, Sherry, Ann, Colin, 
Brian, Susie, Steph, Robyn, Mary, Lorna, Mercedes, Barb) for making John’s 
final days comfortable.
John will be deeply missed and fondly remembered by all who knew him. A 
celebration of life will be held for John in the Spring with details to be posted 
on the Valley Funeral Home website.
In lieu of flowers donations can be made to a charity of your choice.  
Arrangements are under the direction of Valley Funeral Home. Online 
condolences may be expressed at www.valleyfh.ca

submitted
Many organizations in the 

New Denver area work together to 
support year-round arts programming 
for local youth. Music, art, theatre, 
and dance education is available and 
accessible thanks to the Valhalla Fine 
Arts Society (VFAS), Slocan Lake 
Gallery Society, New Denver Youth 
Centre Society, Recreation Commission 
#6, School District #10, and Lucerne 
School. Combining their efforts, these 
organizations contribute bursaries and 
facilities for youth to participate in a 
variety of arts education opportunities.

This past fall and winter, many 
children participated in dance classes 
under the direction of Nicole Nicholson-

Valhalla Fine Arts Society offers accessible programming for local youth
Chodat. Music lessons took place at 
Lucerne School (piano), Anglican 
Church (voice), and in the local studios of 
Noel Fudge (guitar) and Martine denBok 
(violin). Over the spring break holiday, 
small groups met with local artists Sue 
Mistretta, Louise Ducharme, and Ellie 
Scheepens to learn new techniques while 
others enjoyed musical theatre with 
Lynette Lightfoot.

For the past three years, VFAS has 
coordinated bursaries for local music 
students pursuing lessons on string 
instruments, guitar, and voice with 
additional financial contributions from 
the Gallery Society and Recreation 
Commission #6. Funding has also 
supported travel costs for piano teacher 

Nancy Bertoia to come to New Denver-
Silverton from Nakusp to teach students 
aiming to meet criteria for conservatory 
examinations. Accomplished musicians 
Kelly Coubrough and Rebecca Fudge 
offer voice and piano lessons, and 
Kelly directs a Lucerne School choir 
as a volunteer. She is also directing a 
teen choir at the Outlet Youth Centre, 
made possible through funding from 
the New Denver Youth Centre Society. 
Valhalla Fine Arts is excited to announce 
a new summer choral program led 
by Coubrough that will include 
intensive vocal technique instruction 
in the mornings as well as choir in the 
afternoons.

In May, VFAS will work with 

Lucerne School staff to bring percussion 
education to all of the students in the 
school. Darren Salyn from Edmonton 
will bring his Big Band instruments 
and give each class nine lessons over 
two weeks, ending with a performance 
on May 17. The performance evening 
will be a fundraiser for music and art 
education for local youth. This special 
opportunity is made possible through 
a generous donation to VFA from the 
Anderson Family Trust for fine arts 
education for local youth.

The summer season kicks off with 
the annual ‘Your Town Raffle.’ Your 
purchase of a $10 ticket supports the 
summer programs and gives you the 
opportunity to win a prize of $1000, $500 
or $250 cash value to be spent at local 
businesses. The raffle supports not only 

VFA programs, but also local businesses!
The summer brings exciting 

programs for participants of all ages: 
Music Explorers for 4-6 year olds (July 
9-13); Experience and Peak Dance and 
ViSTA theatre (July 9-13 and July 16-
20); Suzuki Valhalla Institute (August 
6-10); Valhalla Summer School of 
Music (August 13-17); Vox Valhalla 
choral program by Kelly Coubrough 
(August 13-17); SOAR adult music 
retreat for adults who want to improve 
their string playing (August 13-17); 
and a Cello Symposium for advanced 
cellists (August 19-26). A variety of 
public performances and concerts will 
take place throughout July and August.

Details and registration information 
are available on the website, www.
valhallafinearts.org.

Correction
In ‘Underwater archaeology follows 

steamship wrecks in the Kootenays’ 
in our March 8 issue, we reported that 
the remains of the Kuskanook are on 
Nelson’s North Shore when in fact it’s 
the remains of the Nasookin that are on 
Nelson’s North Shore.

submitted
The seniors’ affordable housing 

project in Slocan has a great new name.
“We considered many good 

possibilities, but when board member 
Lynnda Moore suggested Slocan City 
Suites, well, we thought about it and it 
put a smile on our faces,” said Rita Moir, 
president of the Slocan Valley Seniors’ 
Housing Society.

“There are a lot of names with 
Slocan in them all up and down the 
Valley, north and south, but there’s no 
confusion about where Slocan City is,” 
said Moir. “Slocan City Suites is a tip of 
the hat to Slocan’s historic name and is 
just plain fun to say.”

With spring finally here, the 
foundation is being poured for the 
Slocan City Suites second quadraplex 
at 709 Hume St (behind the library and 
wellness centre). The first quadraplex, 
with two one-bedroom units with lofts, 
and two two-bedroom units, is being 
sided and soon interior drywall will be 
up. The society is hopeful funding for a 

And the name is … Slocan City Suites!
third building will come through soon, 
and that the suites will be ready for 
occupancy late this fall.

The society will look at the first 
round of applications starting May 15. 
Anyone interested in applying for Slocan 

City Suites can find information and 
application forms at www.svhousing.
ca, at the Slocan Village Office, the 
front entry of Passmore Lodge, or by 
calling 250 226-7115 or writing to 
coordinator@svhousing.ca
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Installing wall supports before the pour for Unit 2 of Slocan City Suites.
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The Nelson & Area Elder Abuse 

Prevention Program (EAPP) has 
announced the release of the updated 
Prevention of Elder Abuse: A Nelson 
& Area Resource Manual. Financial 
support for this update came from 
the Nelson Seniors Coordinating 
Society and the BC Association of 
Community Response Networks.

The manual is available in binder 
format from 30 Nelson and rural 
community partners (e.g. service 
providers, churches, library, seniors 
associations, Community Services 
etc). The manual is also available on 
line at nelsonelderabuseprevention.
ca

Elder abuse affects people of all 
races, religions and socio-economic 
status.  Increased education, 
awareness and early intervention 
are the cornerstones to reducing the 
incidents and impact of elder abuse. 

Please review either format of 
the Prevention of Elder Abuse: A 
Nelson and Area Resource Manual 

Prevention of Elder Abuse update released
for further information on the 
prevention, early detection and 
reporting of elder abuse. 

It takes a community and 
individual actions to build a society 
where adults are free from abuse, 
neglect and exploitation. EAPP 
thanks all of its community partners 
and volunteers for their participation 
in working towards this goal.

For additional information or 
an appointment please call 250-
352-6008.
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An Unconventional Life is the 

result of three Kootenay artists 
collaborating during the winter 

months, daring to dream not only 
about spring returning, but also 
about sharing their creative efforts 
with an audience.  

When local soprano Noémi 
Kiss decided she wanted to sing 
all the songs from the movie Yentl 
starring Barbra Streisand, she asked 
Kaslo thespian Lynn van Deursen 
if she could “write something 
theatrical” to link the songs together 
and create a performance piece.  
Kiss then asked Nelson pianist 
Judy Runions if she’d be willing to 
transpose the orchestral score and 
accompany her.

Through the guise  of  a 
graduation speech, they tell the 
tale of an unconventional young 
woman and her passionate pursuit 
of an education.

At the Langham Theatre on 
Friday April 20 and Saturday 21 
at 7:30 pm, and Sunday April 22 
at 4 pm. Tickets are $15, available 
at Sunnyside Naturals & Willow 
Home Gallery in Kaslo.

An Unconventional Life at the Langham Theatre
Lynn van Deursen and Noémi Kiss collaborated on An Unconventional Life.
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Mark your calendars now for 

a delightful and friendly gathering 
of all things fibre in the Village of 
New Denver the weekend of June 
30/July 1.

Even if you’ve only dabbled in 
the fibre arts or want to be inspired 
to something new, FibreFeelia is the 
place to go! Organizers are offering 
LOTS of workshops to tempt your 
artistic itch. Here are just a few to get 
the creative juices flowing: knitting – 

FibreFeelia Fest comes back for 2018
brioche, colour work, mosaic colour 
work; crocheting; needle felting; felt 
painting; felted slippers; dyeing; 
spinning; fibre blending; shibori 

and quilting. 
In addition to sharing ideas and 

inspiration, our event wouldn’t be 
complete without vendors from the 

fibre community. Join the vendors 
in the gymnasium at the Lucence 
School, 604 – 7th Ave, New Denver 
from 10 am – 5 pm on Saturday and 

10 am to 4 pm on Sunday. Admission 
is FREE with door prizes and draws. 

Check the website fibrefeeliafest.
ca for more information. 
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Just in time for gardening, 

a deep-rooted talk by Rossland 
farmer and agro-ecologis t 
Andrew Bennet explores the 
complexity and beauty of the 
world beneath our feet. At the 
Langham Saturday, April 14, 3 

Beauty in the Soil with agro-ecologist Andrew Bennet 
pm Bennet will dig into the dirt 
and bring together a “big picture” 
view of agro-ecosystems, and 
how thriving soils are at the core 
of feeding ourselves.

Bennet is a peri-urban farmer 
and writer, who alongside his wife 
Caley and their two young sons 
runs Moon Gravity Farm. They 
raise and sell goat, lamb, chicken, 
eggs, vegetables, and a variety of 
plants for gardens and ecological 
restoration projects.

He will talk about how beauty 
itself is not just an aesthetic value, 
but a functional one that leads us 
to good ideas and efficient, well-
functioning systems. He will also 
explore how serious soil-building 
on a global scale can solve climate 

change.
A Café Langham presentation, 

Andrew Bennet with his son and two goats on Moon Gravity Farm.

$10 donation at the door. www.
thelangham.ca.


