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by Jan McMurray
Firefighters at the Crescent 

Valley, Passmore, Winlaw, and 
Slocan fire departments will be 
getting paid $15 per hour this year 
in recognition of their increased 
responsibil i t ies and training 
requirements, introduced by the BC 
Office of the Fire Commissioner in 
2014-2015. In the past, firefighters 
received no pay, while fire chiefs and 
sometimes senior officers received a 
small stipend.

The wages will be supported by 
taxation, so Village of Slocan and 
Area H South residents will notice 
an increase on their tax bills this 
year. The Slocan Valley fire service, 
which includes all four departments, 
will cost $848,723 this year, up 
from $523,146 last year. The budget 
for salaries for all four departments 
together jumps from $29,497 last year 
to $269,770 this year. Taxpayers will 
pay $1.14 per $1,000 of assessment 
value for the fire service this year, 
where they paid .76 per $1,000 last 
year. On a $250,000 home in Area H 
South, the tax bill for the fire service 
will be $286.08, compared to $189 
last year. A resident with a $150,000 
home in Slocan will pay $171.65 for 
the service this year.

At the Area H South/ Village of 
Slocan RDCK budget meeting on 
March 7 in Slocan council chambers, 
Passmore Fire Chief Gord Ihlen 
commented that most firefighters in 
BC and Canada are paid, and that all 
firefighters have to be trained to the 
same standard, whether they work in 
Vancouver or the Central Kootenay. 
He added that an hourly wage would 
help recruit and retain volunteer 
firefighters – a constant struggle for 
the Slocan Valley and many other 
departments in the RDCK.

Area H Director Walter Popoff 
said that the increase in taxation is 
well worth it when fire insurance 
costs are considered. “It’s difficult 
to get volunteer firefighters in Area 
H South, and to get them trained 

Slocan Valley firefighters will get paid, resulting in tax increase
to the level required by the new 
Playbook [issued by the Office of the 
Fire Commissioner],” he said. “If the 
departments aren’t staffed properly, 
we could lose our accreditation as a 
semi-protected area and then we’d 
be considered an unprotected area. 
People’s fire insurance costs more 
than double in unprotected areas.” 

Winlaw Fire Chief Stephanie 
Whitney, in an interview, pointed out 
that volunteer firefighters actually 
lose money being a firefighter, 
because sometimes they leave paying 
jobs to respond to fires. “That, and 
the amount of fuel we use travelling 
to the fire hall for weekly practices 
and responding to call-outs has never 
been compensated,” she said.

Slocan Valley firefighters at the 
four regional departments will be 
paid $15 per hour for their training, 
practice, and call-out time in 2018. 
Fire chiefs and officers will receive 
the same hourly wage plus their 
regular small stipend on top.

Area H Director Walter Popoff 
explained that the chiefs of the 
18 RDCK departments have been 
requesting remuneration since 2016. 
“The RDCK board has been trying 
to address it but they haven’t, so the 
fire chiefs asked if the Area Directors 
could address it in 2018. Some 
directors have put funds in the budget 
for firefighter remuneration in their 
areas, and others haven’t.” 

Firefighters at the Kaslo regional 
department won’t be getting an 
hourly wage, but will receive 
increased stipends. Fire Chief Doug 
Yee reports that the 2017 incentives 
budget was $13,500, which was 
mostly distributed as stipends to the 
26 members. In 2018, that budget has 
been increased to $15,000, and Area 
D Director Watson will be providing 
an extra $10,000 grant to be used for 
increased stipends this year. 

“These are nominal amounts 
g i v e n  t h e  t i m e  v o l u n t e e r s 
put into training, call-outs, and 
administrative duties for officers, but 

it is an incremental step. Firefighter 
recruiting and retention is an issue 
for all departments with the increased 
training standard put forth by the 
Office of the Fire Commissioner,” 
said Yee.

Popoff said that the RDCK board 
has a proposal from the Central 
Kootenay Regional Fire Chiefs 
Association regarding remuneration, 
and the board’s goal is to do a review 
of firefighter remuneration at the 
18 regional fire departments in the 
RDCK this year.

Regional Fire Chief Andrew 
Bellerby added that remuneration 
arrangements made for 2018 are 
a “stop gap measure. The vision 
is to have same remuneration 
throughout the RDCK.” The goal 
is to implement the standardized 
firefighter remuneration for the 18 
regional fire departments in 2019.

At the Area H North budget 
meeting, Director Popoff indicated 
that he is concerned about the 
“trickle down effect” to the municipal 
fire departments in the region. 
New Denver Mayor Ann Bunka 
responded, indicating that the New 
Denver firefighters are currently 
happy to remain as volunteers.

In an interview, Director Popoff 
explained his concern in more detail. 
“I’m concerned because of equal pay 
for equal work,” he said. “Firefighters 
in Area H South are receiving $15 an 
hour this year, but firefighters at the 
New Denver department are getting 
lesser pay. Mayor Bunka feels they 

are satisfied with what they have and 
I am not saying that they will ask for 
anything. But if they eventually ask 
for the same pay, that will have an 
impact on Area H North taxation, 
where the assessment base is far 
less.”

New Denver and Nakusp are 
the two municipal departments in 
the Valley Voice coverage area and 
they are both volunteer departments. 
The other municipal departments in 
the RDCK include Salmo, Nelson, 

Castlegar, and Creston. The latter 
three are not volunteer; firefighters 
are paid in Nelson, Castlegar and 
Creston.

There are also four volunteer 
fire departments in the Valley Voice 
area that are run by non-profit 
societies: Hills, Burton, Fauquier, 
and Edgewood.

Of the 18 regional departments 
in the RDCK, five are in the Valley 
Voice area (Kaslo, Slocan, Winlaw, 
Passmore, and Crescent Valley).

A celebration of the victory for the Sinixt in the landmark Rick Desautel trial, and a ceremony 
to honour past and present Sinixt leaders was held March 15 at the Capitol Theatre in Nelson. 

Here, Rick’s wife Linda accepts the blanket as part of his honouring. See article, page 2.
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by Jan McMurray
The Colville Confederated 

Tribes (CCT) has filed a case in 
the Vancouver law courts, seeking 
consultation on the proposed 
creation of a Westbank First Nation 
reserve in Fauquier. 

The Arrow Lakes region is the 
traditional territory of the Sinixt or 
Arrow Lakes people, one of the 12 
member tribes of the CCT. 

“We have filed this court case 
because our repeated requests for 
a proper and respectful dialogue 
with Canada and Westbank have 
been completely ignored, and 
we believe that the Sinixt people 
have a right to be consulted about 
such an important development in 
their traditional territory in British 

Colville Confederated Tribes goes to the courts over proposed Westbank reserve in Fauquier
Columbia,” said Dr. Michael E. 
Marchand, CCT chairman, in a press 
release. “Consultation is required by 
Canadian law and policy and to date 
those laws and policies are not being 
respected.”

The Westbank proposal, under 
consideration by the Canadian 
government, is to convert the 
Westbank First Nation’s fee simple 
property at 7834 Starlite Road in 
Fauquier to a reserve. The Fauquier 
property was one of six parcels 
granted to the Westbank when 
they gave up some of their reserve 
lands for the 2011 development 
of the Westside Road Interchange 
on Hwy 97 in the Okanagan. The 
4.6-acre piece of land in Fauquier 
has been developed into a 10-site 

campground for the use of WFN 
members.

When the federal government 
asked the RDCK board in 2016 to 
provide a letter of support for the 
proposal, the board replied with a 
request for consultation with the 
people of Fauquier. A second request 
for a letter of support appeared at the 
board table in 2017, and the board 
decided to invite the Westbank, 
and the federal and provincial 
governments to a public meeting in 
Fauquier. On October 4, 2017, WFN 
and BC Ministry of Transportation 
representatives came to Fauquier, 
and WFN made a presentation.

Several Sinixt people from 
the Colville Tribes attended the 
October 4 meeting in Fauquier, as 
well. Dr. Marchand spoke, saying 
the CCT felt they should have been 
consulted, and that the CCT doesn’t 
support other First Nations reserves 
being created in Sinixt territory. He 

also expressed hope that the two 
communities would work together 
to resolve the issue.

The RDCK board has not 
provided a letter of support for 
the WFN proposal. Instead, at 
its November 2017 meeting, the 
board decided to ask the federal 
government to suspend granting 
reserve lands within Sinixt traditional 
territory, to look into the possibility 
that the Sinixt were declared extinct 
in error, and to determine what lands 
are Sinixt traditional territory.

In a press release issued by the 
CCT to announce the filing of the 
case, Marchand says, “The duty to 
consult is grounded in the honour 
of the Crown, and the Crown is not 
living up to that solemn obligation 
by refusing to acknowledge the 
court rulings which have held 
that the Sinixt are not extinct and 
have aboriginal rights in Canada,” 
Marchand said. “The area around 

Fauquier has been described as the 
‘headquarters’ of the Sinixt, and 
we will not stand by and allow the 
Canadian government to create a 
reserve for another First Nation 
without appropriate consultation.”

A year ago, Sinixt hunter 
from the Colville reserve, Rick 
Desautel, was acquitted of charges 
of hunting without a licence and 
as a non-resident in the Castlegar 
area. Judge Mrozinski found that 
he had the aboriginal right to hunt 
in Sinixt traditional territory. On 
appeal, the Supreme Court of BC 
not only upheld the decision, but also 
recognized the Sinixt as aboriginal 
people of Canada. The decision is 
being appealed again to the BC Court 
of Appeal, and can be taken to the 
Supreme Court of Canada after that.

The Sinixt were declared extinct 
in Canada in 1956, after the last 
registered member of the band 
passed away.

by Jan McMurray
The Capitol  Theatre was 

packed on March 15 for the Sinixt 
celebration and honour ceremony. 
The historic Rick Desautel legal 
victory was celebrated, and three 
Sinixt people, including Desautel, 
were honoured.

Unfortunately, Rick was ill and 
could be at the event in spirit only.

Dr. Michael Marchand, chairman 
of the Colville Confederated Tribes, 
welcomed all in his opening 
remarks. Cody Desautel, natural 
resource director for the Tribes, 
gave a presentation about the Tribes’ 
success with fisheries and wildlife 
management. He mentioned that 
they are working on getting salmon 
up past the Grand Coulee and Chief 
Joseph dams, so they can find their 
way back into the Upper Columbia.

Mark Underhill, lead counsel for 
the CCT, spoke about reconciliation 
– “the driving force” behind 
the Desautel case. He said that 
reconciliation is a “grand principle,” 
but is also “very personal.” 

“We won this case because of the 
individual stories we heard during 
the trial,” he said, and particularly 

Sinixt event brings home importance of place
because the stories showed a deep 
connection to this place.

Reconciliation happens through 
individual conversations and starts 
with individual understanding, he 
said, and the first step is to understand 
and recognize the truth. The truth that 
Underhill understands because of this 
trial is that this is Sinixt territory.

“I know this because I listened to 
the witnesses who gave evidence at 
the trial,” Underhill said. “Rick said 
he got chills down his spine from 
hunting here, where his ancestors 
had hunted for thousands of years. 
I didn’t really get it until I did this 
case and heard witnesses say that 
to be Sinixt is to be from this place. 
You can’t be Sinixt if you aren’t 
from here.”

Underhill said colonization 
has profound, damaging effects 
on all nations, but the declaration 
of extinction gave the Sinixt a 
“special struggle.” For two to three 
generations, parents and grandparents 
wouldn’t share their stories with their 
children and grandchildren, because 
they thought their children would 
find a better place in the world if they 
didn’t know their culture. Underhill 

said he “felt that pain” during the 
trial, but also realized that “the 
burden was being lifted” during the 
trial, too.

Underhill wrapped up by saying 
that Shelly Boyd, Arrow Lakes 
Facilitator and Coordinator, Colville 
Confederated Tribes, is working 
on welcome signage in the Sinixt 
language in the Nelson area. “It’s 
important for young people to see 
that welcome sign in their language, 
welcoming them home. That’s when 
we will have reconciliation,” he said.

To set the mood for the honour 
ceremony, Brian Phillips played a 
beautiful, moving song on traditional 
flute. 

Melanie Burris, Virgil Seymour, 
and Rick Desautel were honoured. 
Their family members took the stage 
to receive a large plaque, a blanket, 
and gifts; and there was traditional 
drumming for each honouree.

Burris, who passed in January, 
provided spiritual guidance for 
Sinixt people living in Inchelium on 
the Colville reserve during the 1989 
blockade in Vallican. 

Virgil Seymour was the Arrow 
Lakes Facilitator before he passed 
last year, so he spent a lot of time 
in this area. The position “was more 
than a job to him,” his daughter said, 
and he urged members of the Lakes 
tribe in Colville to come here.

Rick Desautel participated in 
the 1989 blockade and then started 
hunting in Sinixt traditional territory 
in Canada. He was arrested for 
illegal hunting, and the case has 
provided the grounds for the Sinixt 
to challenge the 1956 declaration of 
extinction. His wife, Linda, accepted 
the plaque on his behalf – after all, 
she packed the elk out on her back 
on the historic hunting trip when 
Rick was finally arrested. He wanted 
to get arrested so he could take the 
issue to court.

The evening wrapped up with 
a video clip about the caribou. 
“This isn’t about us. It’s about the 
land, the animals, the things we are 
responsible for,” Shelly Boyd said 
in closing.
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DID YOU KNOW...

by Jan McMurray
A possible mosquito control 

program in the Winlaw area will be 
discussed at a public meeting on April 
26 at 7 pm at Winlaw Hall.

“The intent is to go to referendum 
sometime in September, subject to 
RDCK board approval,” said Area H 
Director Walter Popoff. “The public 
meeting will not determine whether 
we go to referendum or not. This is an 
information meeting.”

Popoff says the purpose of the 
meeting is to provide information to 
residents on the process, the proposed 
coverage area, the proposed treatment, 
and the cost of the proposed mosquito 
control program. Information from 
the ‘Mosquito Control Service Area 
Assessment and Cost Projection’ study 
by Morrow Bioscience Ltd. will be 
presented. There will be a facilitator, and 
the Streamkeepers have been invited to 
provide information on the treatment and 
its impact on the environment.

“Over the past few years, I’ve been 
getting the odd request for a mosquito 
control program. The last time it went to 
referendum was 2003. Quite a bit of time 
has passed since then, and new people 
have moved in. I asked the proponents 
of mosquito control to sample the 
community, which they did via petition, 
and they got around 200 signatures. 
That prompted a petition in opposition 
to mosquito control. There appears to 
be mixed feelings in the Winlaw area, so 
the only way to decide is by referendum. 
My role is not to decide whether I’m 
in favour or not in favour of mosquito 
control. It’s to provide the process to 
move forward and let the residents make 

their own decision.”
Popoff said he first envisioned 

the referendum to be held at the same 
time as the local government elections 
on October 20 this year, but the chief 
election officer at the RDCK has 
recommended that the two votes be 
held separately.

After receiving the two petitions 
from Slocan Valley residents in August 
last year, both for and against mosquito 
control, the RDCK board decided to 
conduct a feasibility study. They hired 
Morrow Bioscience Ltd. (MBL), which 
also has the contract to conduct mosquito 
control programs in the Meadow Creek 
and Pineridge areas in RDCK Area D 
(North Kootenay Lake). 

The MBL study proposes the 
taxation service area to be from north 
of Vallican to just south of the Village 
of Slocan. They found 32 potential 
treatment sites totalling 260 hectares 
along the river in the proposed taxation 
area. The cost of the proposed program 
is estimated at $74,400 per year, which 
would require about .40 per $1,000 of 
assessed value from property owners in 
the defined area. On a $350,000 home, 
this would be $138.60.

The MBL study says the Slocan 
Valley petitions were useful in defining 
the potential study area, as “…it 
was evident that the communities of 
Vallican and the Village of Slocan were 
overwhelmingly opposed to mosquito 
control.”

Numerous entries on the two 
petitions were deemed “unqualified” 
because they were illegible or consisted 
of only a first name with no contact 
information. The Morrow study says 

that of the 504 “qualified entries” on the 
petitions, 328 were on the ‘no’ petition 
and 176 were on the ‘yes’ petition. 

When looking at the petition entries 
for the recommended program area only 
(north of Vallican to south of Slocan), 
the MBL study says the results are about 
46% for and 54% against.

The 32 candidate sites for mosquito 
control were identified through GIS 
mapping, and followed up with a field 
assessment. Morrow also surveyed 
landowners with large parcels of 
land along Slocan River “that could 
contribute significantly to the overall 
mosquito development in the area,” to 
determine the level of consent. Of the 
total 32 landowners, 44% responded 
favourably to mosquito control, 16% 
responded negatively, and 41% were not 
reached. Nineteen of the 32 landowners 
were reached; the study indicates that 
Morrow still hopes to hear back from 
those who haven’t yet responded.

The control program would involve 
the use of Bacillus thuringinesis 
israelensis (Bti), which kills the larvae 
when ingested. The study says that 
according to Health Canada, Bti only 
becomes toxic in the guts of mosquitoes 
and black fly larvae, and doesn’t affect 
other insects, honeybees, fish, birds or 
mammals. 

Morrow concluded that the 32 
sites could be managed successfully by 
ground applications, with probably one 
aerial treatment per season (mid-May 
and the end of July). “From an operations 
perspective, mosquito control in this 
valley would be quite simple…  All areas 
with potential mosquito production are 
easily accessed and could be effectively 

Mosquito control to be discussed at public meeting in Winlaw April 26
monitored and treated by ground crews. 
At high water the area would likely 
require aerial treatments. The nature 
of this system is such that freshet 
behaviour would be predictable and 
easily responded to.”

Landowners can request that their 
lands be exempt from the treatments, the 
MBL study says, and this has happened 
with organic certified lands. However, 
the study points out that the treatment can 
often happen on organic certified lands 
without a loss of certification, as Bti is 
available for purchase through organic 
supply chains and is listed on the Organic 
Materials Review Institute Canada 
website as ‘Allowed with Restrictions.’

If mosquito control were to go 

ahead in the Slocan Valley, a Pest 
Management Plan (PMP) is required. 
Morrow suggests modifying the existing 
PMP for Meadow Creek and Pineridge 
to include the Slocan Valley.

GIVING A HOOT
Owls may hoot, screech, purr, scream, 
whistle, snort, hiss or chitter. In February 
and March, owls start calling for mates. 
Listen for the “who cooks for you, who 
cooks for you all” of barred owls, repeat-
ing note of northern saw-whet owls, 
paired hoots of northern pygmy owls, 
and the accelerating series of hollow 
hoots of western screech owls.

slocanlakess.com

by Jan McMurray
Silverton council has concerns 

about a logging operation proposed for 
Hartley Flats in the Bartlett Creek and 
Silverton Creek watersheds, scheduled 
to begin this spring. 

They express their concerns in 
letters dated March 14 to the forestry 
company, Splatsin Development 
Corporation, and to the Ministry of 
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development 
(MoF).

In the letter to the Splatsin, 
addressed to the Indian band’s office in 
Enderby, council asks that no logging 
commence until the Village has had a 
chance to commission, receive, and 
review an independent hydrology 
report and terrain stability assessment 
of the four proposed cutblocks. The 
Village is currently pursuing the 
commissioning of these reports.

“This information will be shared 
with you in our efforts in providing full 
disclosure,” the letter to the Splatsin 
says. “We are committed to continued 
ongoing dialogue on these matters and 
sharing of information.”

Council explains in both letters 
that their concerns are with the size 
and visual impact of the cutblocks, the 
steep terrain and potential for slides, 
and possible harm to the blue-listed 
bull t fire rout.

The letter to MoF points out 
that the previous cutblocks in the 

area, developed when Slocan Forest 
Products held the tenure, were small 
– averaging 1.8 to 3 hectares, with 
the largest at 8 hectares – and a total 
of 53 hectares were logged. Splatsin’s 
proposed cutblocks range in size from 
10 to 40 hectares and will be “very 
visible” from the lake, Valhalla Park, 
and the highway approaches into the 
Villages of Silverton and New Denver. 
Cutblock 1, above Carpenter Creek, 
will be visible from downtown New 
Denver.

Council’s concern about slope 
stability on the steep terrain is also 
highlighted in the letter to MoF. 
“Splatsin has stated that 40% of the 
volume of timber is to come from 
slopes 45 degrees or steeper and when 
root rot is encountered the stumps 
must be removed mechanically. In an 
area prone to rain and snow events 
of significance, this in our opinion 
increases the risk of slides.”

The primary concern of Silverton 
council is the logging of cutblock 4, 
in the Bartlett Creek watershed above 
the village. Bartlett Creek used to 
be Silverton’s water source, and “is 
considered a natural and eco-asset to 
the Village, taking into consideration 
future potential for alternative energy 
projects, a gravity water supply system 
and protection of the water course that 
impacts the creek and Slocan Lake 
fisheries,” the letter to the Splatsin 
says.

Silverton Creek is important 
spawning habitat for the blue-listed 
bull trout, and Bartlett Creek enters 
Silverton Creek within 500 metres 
of Slocan Lake. “Bull trout show a 
clear preference for clean water and 
they are deterred from spawning 
with an increase in sedimentation 
and increased temperature of the 
water,” states the letter to Splatsin. 
The letter says that there is extensive 
research and documentation to support 
council’s concerns on the bull trout. 

The Village has asked the Splatsin 
for a copy of their terrain stability 
assessment, visual quality assessment, 
and silviculture plan.

Splatsin’s forestry supervisor 
met with Silverton council last fall 
and subsequently took members of 
council, Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society and Valhalla Wilderness 
Society on a field tour.

Silverton council concerned about proposed 
logging above New Denver and Silverton
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Reduce
Infinite economic growth on 

a finite planet is a mathematical 
impossibility! Capitalism is killing 
us all!

REDUCE, reuse and recycle.
Leon Pendleton

Edgewood

Stariff Wars
Said Donald to Justin, “Why all 

the fuss??
Just less for you. More for us.
But as for the numbers, I’m not 

well read
So I just make them up off the top 

of my head.”
Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

Who’s boss?
During the election campaign, 

the NDP promised that they were 
going to freeze BC Hydro rates if 
elected. Once elected, they informed 
BC Hydro that they were expected to 
freeze rates, and Hydro abandoned 
their plan for a 3% increase, and 
instead submitted a 0% increase to 
the BC Utilities Commission. The 
Utilities Commission refused to 
accept that proposal and imposed 
the original 3% increase.

Now I always thought that the 
provincial government was ‘The 
Boss’ of the Utilities Commission, 
like when Christy Clark and Bill 
Bennett refused to let them even 
look at the Site C project. But 
apparently now, the Utilities 
Commission is ‘The Boss’ of the 
government, and has the right to 
overrule the politicians. 

So why, then, did they not refuse 
to let the government destroy the 
Peace River Valley to produce 
electricity that is not needed? It 
sure seems to me like a far more 
important case to assert your 
authority on. I guess they just don’t 
like to get too bossy. Looks like 
BC BS.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

The process of 
change

Apparently, in the fall, there will 
be a referendum on electoral reform. 
Historically, we make changes 
either out of necessity, such as with 
an emergent situation, or when 
we have examined a particular set 
of behaviours or processes and 
determined there might be another 
choice worth considering.

With industry, the change is often 
related to greater efficiencies and 
therefore greater profit. That change 
is driven by industry in response to 
market pressures. When we consider 
social change, such as with electoral 
reform – the call for this type of 
change rarely comes from those 
currently in power, nor from the 
vested interests wishing to maintain 
the current power dynamic. Social 
change comes from the bottom up.

With our votes, we essentially 
hire a person or group to run 
the business of state – they are 
employees of the people. When we 
have high-powered and well-funded 
lobbyists opposed to this social 
change, we have a situation where 
our employees and their friends want 
to set the rules of their employment.

With Canada being one of 
the three western industrialized 
countries still not using some form 
of proportional representation, 
it will be interesting to witness 
how the NO side will phrase their 
arguments – that’s why they have 
hired professional lobbyists to tell 
us change is not good.

Ron Robinson
Nelson

A failed social 
policy

Following the report of the 
‘Seaton Commission’ in 1991, the 
BC provincial government of the day 
regionalized the delivery of health 
services by establishing six health 
regions in the province. The rationale 

for this policy and its stated objectives 
included, among others: “Take health 
care out of institutional settings and 
move it closer to home”; and “Enhance 
public participation and responsibility 
in the health care services decision 
making process.”

This desire to closely involve 
the recipients of health services in 
decision making was a major factor 
in the establishment of six rather than 
one management region. (Six regions 
with six CEOs, six boards of directors, 
six management organizations and six 
sometimes differing policies in this 
small province.) 

In view of the Interior Health 
Authority’s apparently unilateral 
management decision directing that 
evening and weekend emergency 
services  provided by Slocan 
Community Health Centre be 
discontinued due to the loss of one of 
the community’s doctors, a decision 
which appears to be totally void 
of any community consultation, it 
would appear that IHA no longer 
considers these objectives to be of 
any importance. IHA has acted, as is 
a danger in public administration, as 
a ‘top down’ authoritative body who 
‘knows what is best for us.’

This is a decision void of concern 
for the residents of the communities 
served by this health centre. It will 
delay receipt of even a first response 
level of care and will over time result 

in injury and death that could be 
avoided by even minimal professional 
intervention.

It is a decision that reeks of 
‘efficiency and cost-cutting motives’ 
and a total absence of ‘patient 
outcome’ considerations.

It is understood that the traditional 
model for emergency rooms that has 
existed over time involves the direct 
intervention of a doctor with the patient; 
however, our society’s technologies 
and abilities have changed. I assume 
that IHA, as per good management in 
such circumstances, has considered 
and evaluated a number of alternative 
options before deciding to terminate 
emergency care – such options as 
‘virtual examination’ by doctors in 
Trail Hospital assisted on scene by 
nursing or paramedic staff. If so, it 
would go a long way if the details 
of such an evaluation leading to 
their decision were shared with the 
community.

The development of this and other 
situations of a similar nature is not the 
sole responsibility of Interior Health. A 
quick review of the Province’s health 
website, where its mandate to health 
authorities can be found, indicates 
that the objectives outlined above no 
longer play a significant part of the 
Province’s immediate priorities. The 
direction to authorities is dominated by 
financial and efficiency issues.

Mr. Premier, you are now in 

command, your predecessors no 
longer have responsibility. You are 
now responsible for the directions on 
the table, and it is your watch!

Your government may wish 
to reconsider the need for six 
management regions in view of the 
potential administrative savings and 
the apparent failure to achieve the 
involvement of medical recipients 
in decision making. If “public 
participation and responsibility in the 
health care services decision making 
process” is no longer public policy, 
then this is a real opportunity to 
consolidate health care administration, 
lower administrative costs, and use 
the resultant savings for patient care. 
If, however, public participation 
remains a provincial objective, IHA 
should be instructed to consider and 
review the options available, with 
the communities involved, to keep 
emergency services functioning at this 
health centre, and with the objective 
of reaching an amicable conclusion.

To Interior Health,  please 
reconsider the options available in 
the light of your responsibility for 
patient outcomes and the meaning of 
the Hippocratic Oath which should 
guide all who participate in the field 
of medicine whether medical or 
administrative staff: “First, do no 
harm.”

David Johns 
Qualicum Beach
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Open letter to 
Health Minister 
re: cutting ER 
hours at SCHC

I am a retired RN with nursing 
experience that spanned 40 years. 
I retired after 18 years as an 
Administrative Nursing Coordinator 
from what was a 160-bed hospital in 
Ontario. I saw the changes in health 
care administration and the impact 
on patient care.

During the 1990s a  new 
administrative approach was 
introduced. I was to witness the 
transition of health care from a 
patient-centred, patient-outcome, 
humani tar ian  serv ice  to  an 
accounting-driven corporation which 
assumed that one does not need to 
know anything, or very little, about 
health care or any other discipline 
to manage it. All head nurses were 
removed and over time, some RNs 
were replaced with less expensive 
caregivers.

The nursing service was the 
foundation of patient care delivery. 
Nurses took direction, organized, 
implemented ,  co l labora ted , 
monitored, recorded, and reported 
on condi t ion and outcomes 
of treatment. They were patient 
advocates. Head nurses, apart 
from the above, managed the unit, 
which included staffing, hiring, 
performance appraisals, and budget 
management. They, of course, 
supervised care and determined 
educational needs.

Head nurses were the problem 
solvers, and often the most medically 
experienced and knowledgeable staff 
on the floor. To have them removed, at 
the time, was unthinkable and a blow 
to the entire nursing department. The 
ramifications of that move to actual 
health care are, in my opinion, still 
felt. Doctors lost a lot of support 
when many nurses were dismissed 
and departments reorganized to put 
more management decisions in the 
hands of accountants and others 
who had no idea of the effects of 
their decisions on the patients. I am 
idealistic enough to think that patient 
outcomes determine the success of 
an approach.

I have witnessed with frustration 
the dismantling of health care at the 
Slocan Community Health Centre. 
When I arrived in 2002, there were 
acute care beds. Now, without 
consultation, the ER service is to 
be reduced to 8 am to 5 pm, on 
the excuse of being unable to find 
an additional physician to staff 
it. No other options presented or 
entertained.

My experience as an outpost 
nurse in northern Ontario, where 
there wasn’t a doctor at all, leaves me 
with no doubt that one or two RNs 
could keep our emergency service 
open full-time until another doctor 
can be found. With today’s virtual 

technology, a remote physician 
and an RN can implement what 
can often be the initial and life-
saving measures. We provided health 
care, including initial emergency 
intervention, with physicians via 
telephone as necessary.

Our community desperately 
needs another physician or two, but 
to immediately reject an RN-staffed 
response in the interim is, in my 
opinion, irresponsible, potentially 
catastrophic, and does not support 
the contention, as per a recent 
article in the Valley Voice, that the 
Interior Health CEO is focused on 
rural health care and the health care 
of seniors, of which I am on both 
accounts.

Health Care Minister, I question 
what I see as a negative decision 
to limit ER service at the Slocan 
Community Health Centre to 8 
am-5 pm. The citizens of BC will 
benefit from service focused on and 
in consultation with the facilities 
it supports and the communities it 
serves. Not, as is apparent, to satisfy 
an administrative financial end.

Gloria Lisgo
New Denver

WE Graham 
Valhalla 
Wilderness 
Program

I am currently attending WE 
Graham Community School in 
Slocan, where I am in an outdoor 
program called the Valhalla 
Wilderness Program. The program 
focuses on leadership, team building, 
and the ability to travel safely through 
the backcountry. The program has 
run since 1994 and at the moment 
is being run by the amazing Sean 
Marechal. He has been running 
the program for 20 years. Sean is 
extremely knowledgeable about 
backcountry travel and safety. He 
cares very deeply about teaching 
the younger generation how to 
gain leadership skills, as well as 
how to travel safely in a outdoor 
environment. 

Sean takes our class on six four-
day outdoor expeditions throughout 
the school year. On February 18, my 
class dived into our first backcountry 
skiing expedition. Our trip included 
snowmobiling 20 kilometres to our 
base camp, sleeping at -26°C for our 
first night in tents, building two snow 
caves, and a three-hour ski tour the 
second day and a five-hour ski tour 
our third day. All while basking in the 
beauty of our surroundings.

I thought it would be impossible to 
survive extremely cold temperatures 
and have a fun time, but this program 
has shown me differently. Being 
able to ski tour three hours and get 
to the top of a mountain – to see the 
the vast beauty of our area – and 
then to ski down in pristine powder 
makes me appreciate where I live 
so much more and thankful that I 

have these incredible opportunities 
all around me. 

I wanted to give a huge thanks 
to all my incredible classmates 
who supported one another to push 
themselves and have an amazing 
time. I also wanted to thank my 
teacher Sean Marechal for never 
giving up on any of us. Also a 
huge thanks to our helper Taiowa 
Williams and all the parent and 
friend volunteers for giving up their 
time to make our trip a success.

Meadow Kroeger 
Slocan 

Words have 
meaning

Partnerships, collaboration, and 
associations are words that have 
meanings. This is why the Kootenay 
Lake Historical Society (KLHS) 
board of directors received a petition 
for a public meeting that was held at 
the Seniors Hall in Kaslo on March 8.

The KLHS administers the SS 
Moyie sternwheeler and Visitor 
Centre to provide tourism for Kaslo 
and area on behalf of the Destination 
BC contract with the Province of BC. 
Profits from the Visitor Centre go 
towards the maintenance of the SS 
Moyie, which is a National Historic 
Site and has been located on Kaslo’s 
waterfront for over 60 years.

Last fall, discussions took place 
between the Kaslo Chamber of 
Commerce and the KLHS, and they 
agreed to share a manager, who will 
work with both organizations to 
market tourism. John Addison, who 
is president of both organizations, is 
spearheading this mission.

Subsequently, a manager was 
hired and everything was going 
smoothly until January, when the 
Chamber surprised everyone and 
commenced to move in to the Visitor 
Centre.

Legal ads were placed by the 
KLHS for the public meeting but 
some discrepancies were discovered 
in these ads. As the word ‘partnership’ 
is in the KLHS minutes, the original 
petition requested information for: 
“...agreements, partnerships or other 
matters being considered between 
the KLHS/ Visitor Centre and the 
Kaslo Chamber of Commerce.” 
The legal ads omitted the word 
‘partnership’ which may be the 
reason that there was suspicion at 
the meeting when a motion was put 
forth: “That the KLHS not enter 
into a partnership with the Kaslo 
Chamber of Commerce.” When the 
legal implications of a partnership 
were explained, the motion passed.

Another ad, which appeared in 
the March 6 edition of the Pennywise, 
was anonymous and alleged that 
some members of the KLHS believe 
this association with the Chamber 
will have “detrimental effects.” This 
too may have contributed to the 
animosities at the meeting because 
many in the audience demanded to 
know why was there such hostility 
towards the Chamber’s offer to assist 

with the promotion of tourism.
This matter was cleared up and 

it became clear that the Chamber’s 
actions to move in to the Visitor 
Centre was the focus of the meeting 
and a motion was put forth asking the 
Chamber to move out of the Visitor 
Centre and rent their own office. The 
Chamber’s members, contractors 
and supporters voted to defeat the 
motion.

Another word that comes to 
mind is takeover.

Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

Balfour ferry 
decision not 
made in the 
interests of all 
residents and 
travelers

Art Joyce’s article in the March 
8 Valley Voice about changes to the 
Balfour ferry only gives one side of 
the story – nothing about the many 
people who use the ferry daily for 
work, school, and business, and 
when the Rogers and Kootenay 
passes are closed and Hwy 3A is the 
only highway available. When the 
Ministry of Highways proposed a 
much shorter route to a new terminal 
at Queens Bay, it was welcomed by 
all those crossing the lake.

Instead of 35 minutes from 
Kootenay Bay to Balfour, the 
proposed crossing would be only 
18 minutes – making hourly service 
just as good as the Galena Bay-
Shelter Bay ferry service on Hwy 
23. This would be far more efficient 
in fuel and all other ferry expenses, 
as well as making East Shore people 
40 minutes closer to the Nelson 
Hospital. Since Kalesnikoff has 
many loads of logs crossing, the 
Balfour trip costs them a fortune in 
wasted time, especially when load 
restrictions happen. SNC Lavalin 
was commissioned to determine 
the cost of the new terminal, which 
came in at $25 million dollars (plus 
/ minus 25%).

However, Balfour businesses 
and Queens Bay NIMBYs were 
concerned, even though they very 
rarely cross the lake. They obtained 
a $9,000 grant from the RDCK and 
used this to place an attractive girl 
on the ferry to get signatures from 
the summer tourists opposing the 
change. Somehow this and other 
protests persuaded the ministry 
to instead propose to modify the 
Balfour terminal with a new dock, 
parking, washrooms, and the most 
dangerous of all – dredge the 
Procter Narrows. This is apparently 
necessary so that the MV Osprey 
doesn’t touch bottom in spring low 
water. The estimated cost of all this 
is much more than Queens Bay – 
nearly $38-$40 million, which may 
add $2.3 million (if not included) 
for dredging.

The narrows have never been 
dredged, as sternwheelers, tugs, 
and barges were all shallow draft, 
and it wasn’t needed for the earlier 
MV Anscomb. Dredging was 
done at the Grohman Narrows, 
downstream from Nelson in 1939 
-41 to relieve back-up of seasonal 
high water. Construction of the 
Libby, Montana dam solved the 
lake’s high water stress. Who can 
estimate the problems dredging will 
create to the fish and many other 
species? Dredging will have to be 
done annually – continuing to lower 
the lake level.

Everyone should know that the 
decision to stay at Balfour was not 
made in the interests of all residents 
and travellers.

Tom Lymbery
Gray Creek

continued on page 6

Outdoor education 
in the Slocan Valley 
(in response to: ‘Lucerne 
School provides quality 
education,’ March 8 issue)
Dear Danika Hammond,

Judging by your letter, it sounds 
like you and the students have had a 
great trip. From the way you describe it, 
it sounds like the education at Lucerne 
School for grade 10/11 students is of high 
quality. I congratulate you, the teachers, 
and the students who went on the trip 
for the challenges you faced and the 
experiences you’ve had.

However, I’ve noticed you said 
that “This trip would not be possible in 
nearly any other school even within the 
region.” Yes, such trips are rare, valuable, 
and amazing, but I would like to politely 
correct you on that bit. Trips like that do 
happen, and fairly close by.

I’m a second-year student in the 
Valhalla Wilderness Program at WE 
Graham in Slocan. The program is run by 
the incredible Sean Marechal. His hard 
work, dedication, and wisdom has been 
making the program happen for the past 
20 years (the program itself was founded 
in 1994). There are currently 15 students 
in the program in grades 8/9/10; six of 
us are second-years, including myself.

We go on six trips per year: a hiking 
trip, two biking trips, two ski touring 
trips, and a canoe trip. Each of these 
is four to five days long. We also go 
mountain biking or skiing every Friday, 
depending on the season. We also spend 
some time trail building as a way of 
giving back to the community. We do a 
first aid course and an avalanche safety 
course, as well.

Our most recent trip was similar 
to yours – parent volunteers drove us 
20 kilometres into the mountains on 
snowmobiles, where we spent three 
nights sleeping in tents at temperatures 
as low as -26°C. We also built a couple 
of snow caves as a warmer alternative, 
due to the cold. We cooked our food in 
kitchens built out of snow. We spent our 
days ski touring on different aspects, 
one of the climbs taking two hours 
and the other taking one. We enjoyed 
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the company of our female chaperone, 
Taiowa Williams, who had also done the 
program in her teens.

I agree with you that such outdoor 
education is important and valuable, and 
that there is much to appreciate about it. I 
agree with you that experiences like this 
are where the real learning happens, and 
I agree with you that Lucerne School 
is doing a great job of providing those 
experiences. However, I would like 
to remind you that this kind of thing 
does happen elsewhere as well. We’re 
here too.

Aur Hager
Slocan

continued from page 5

Farming is 
complicated

In the Scientific American, August 
2017, there is an article, ‘Building a 
better harvest.’ A caption with large 
print is: “With the world’s population 
projected to explode from 7.5 billion to 
9.7 billion by 2050, farmers will need to 
increase food production by 70 percent.”

This article is six pages long so, 
fortunately, they put a brief at the bottom 
of the first page: “To meet the global need 
for food, scientists are finding new ways 
to exploit the phytobiome –the complex 
web that links crops with microbial 
communities, soil, weather, animals and 
other environmental factors.

“Among the most promising 
innovations are seeds coated with 
bacteria or fungi that can deter pests 
or otherwise promote growth. The first 
such products are already on the market.

“Phytobiome-based interventions 
are likely to be less controversial than 
genetically modified seeds, but they do 
pose some potential risks.  In any case, 
biotechnology alone cannot resolve 
world hunger.”

Further on, some of the details in 
this article that have some pertinence 
are: “A spoonful of soil contains about 50 
billion microbes, a mix of up to 10,000 
different species.  Even with advances in 
sequencing technology, scientists have 
identified only 1 percent of the microbial 
species in soil.”

“There are a number of companies 
forming an industry-academic 
collaboration that includes BioConsortia, 
Indigo and Monsanto.”

“Kellye Eversole, executive director 
of the Phytobiomes Alliance, says that 
although academia, government and 
industry might share similar goals, 
their methods are sometimes at odds. 
Because companies are beholden to their 
investors, they can have a short-term 
profit-driven mentality.”

“Last year the National Academy 
of Science… concluded that genetically 
modified crops were just as safe to eat 
as conventional crops but that there is 
no evidence that GMOs have boosted 
progress on yields.”

“Fred Gould, an entomologist at 
North Carolina State University, who led 
the National Academy of Science review 
of GMOs, cautions that even if scientists 
could somehow double food production, 
it might not be the right thing to do if it 
leaves the soil ravaged and unable to 

support future crops. He also warns that 
solutions have to work on the ground. 
“You can have all of this knowledge, 
but it is so environment-dependent, you 
are going to have to manipulate [the 
phytobiome] for each farm,” Gould 
says. “When the rubber meets the road, 
some of these ideas are hard to put 
into practice.” In the end, hacking the 
phytobiome will likely be just part of the 
next agricultural revolution. It will also 
take political will and a lot of luck. After 
all, 2050 is a mere 32 annual cropping 
cycles away.”

This all reminds me of how I tried to 
be a better farmer for 60 years and how 
this article brings out how complicated 
it is.  Down in the tropics (Belize) there 
is a species of leaf-cutter ants that have 
cut leaves into little finger-nail size 
pieces and carried them down into their 
nest deep in the ground to process them 
to successfully grow a species of mold 
to feed themselves for millions of years. 
I hope they will still be around after we 
are gone.

Frank Nixon
Winlaw

New Denver 
Village reps 
need to be more 
welcoming

We are writing with regards to the 
ongoing discussion about affordable 
housing and recruiting doctors to our 
area. One of the major challenges seems 
to be how to attract full-time residents 
in order to support the economy and the 
social structure of the community. Based 
on our recent experience as ‘newcomers,’ 
this challenge will persist until the 
Village’s representatives will be more 
welcoming to people who choose New 
Denver as their new home and business 
location.

In 2015, my husband and I purchased 
a waterfront property and house on 6th 
Avenue in New Denver. We had planned 
to live here full-time, and were keen to 
contribute to the community by starting 
a year-round business. These plans and 
our enthusiasm were crushed when an 
outhouse was installed 20 feet from 
our property. Since that installation, the 
assessment and the market value of our 
home have been drastically lowered, and 
so we lost a good part of our investment 
within only a few months. As major 
stakeholders, we were never consulted, 
nor did we know the location until the 
day that the outhouse was installed on 
October 6, 2016.

This is how we were welcomed to 
New Denver!

We cannot live with the constant 
sight of an outhouse, its smell and 
noise! We no longer enjoy our yard and 
our home. Our neighbours, many New 
Denver residents and visitors alike, are 
as shocked by the Village’s decision to 
install primitive, non-flushing and smelly 
toilets so close to a private property, 
and on one of the most prominent and 
beautiful places in town. Watching 
people unzipping their pants en route, 
hearing and seeing them through the 
outhouse’s open window, and living with 

the smell is not what we envisioned when 
we invested in this waterfront property. 
Some people now treat the entire area as 
a washroom!

The Village council chose to 
disregard the request by 28 citizens at 
the August 2, 2016 information meeting 
to reconsider the outhouses, and chose 
to disregard the two petitions, signed 
by 70 residents and 28 businesses, 
opposing the installation of outhouses 
within the Village boundaries. They 
also chose to ignore the concerns of the 
major stakeholders (one of whom is a 
major investor in this community). The 
CBT is flexible when circumstances 
change and with the meeting on August 
2, 2016 there was still time to choose 
proper flush washrooms over outhouses. 
Unfortunately, the CBT was never made 
aware of the opposition to outhouses.

My husband, a building contractor, 
with the support of our neighbours 
and other locals, offered twice on July 
25 and August 2, 2016 to Mayor Ann 
Bunka his free labour and time to build 
a full-service public flush washroom 
facility, which is certainly a need in our 
community. How disappointing that this 
offer was also totally ignored!

Now, two years after council voted 
to implement a CBT grant for Mori Trail 
improvements, which included public 
washrooms, they by no means solved the 
lack of proper public washrooms in our 
community. Instead, we have unsanitary 
outhouses that have no place within any 
municipality in this day and age!

My husband and I chose New 
Denver and the park side location as 
our full-time residential home. We were 
careful to respect our new community, 
the property, the parklands and the lake. 
We bought our place for its view, the 
stunning environment, the natural beauty 
and clean air. This is what makes New 
Denver and the valley so attractive! We 
had all that when we moved here 17 
months ago. Now, we have a devalued 
property, and a quality of life that has 
been drastically diminished by a smelly 
and unsightly outhouse.

In the future, we hope those who 
wish to invest in and contribute to our 
community are welcomed and valued 
so the New Denver economy and social 
structures thrive.

Jill Parry
New Denver

AJL Face campaign 
overlooks vital 
information re: fire

In regards to the campaign to protect 
the Argenta-Johnson’s Landing Face 
and the aim of safeguarding it by 
inclusion in the Purcell Wilderness 
Conservancy, there is a small problem 
with the thinking. It is overlooking 
vital information which will not bring 
environmental security. The AJL Face 
is in a more precarious situation than 
realized.

For context, Argenta and Johnson’s 
Landing are perched on benchland 
above Kootenay Lake with most houses 
in the forest or beside it. Above, 5,500 
vertical feet of steep mountainside are 
heavily forested up to the alpine. This 

all faces the sun and strong winds which 
sweep up the lake. Due to effective fire 
suppression, it hasn’t burned since about 
1910 and there is a huge fuel buildup and 
significant beetle kill areas. We are sitting 
under a powder keg.

Consider what is known about 
climate change: It will be disruptive and, 
overall, our summers will be hotter, drier, 
windier and getting more so. It’s also 
been established that even if we all zero 
our carbon emissions starting tomorrow, 
various effects already in motion will 
continue to worsen due to a delayed 
response. These include: rapidly melting 
glaciers, less volume in watercourses, 
changing forest cover regimes, increase 
of pathogen and insect kill. Because 
our area has been moister than say the 
East Kootenay or Okanagan and there’s 
been an absence of natural fire, we see 
an increase in crown density, a buildup 
of undergrowth and surface fuels, and 
a decrease in fire-tolerant cover types.

As we saw last summer, all this 
adds up to a very significant change in 
fire behaviour with higher crown fire 
potential and flame lengths, drier fuels, 
and more extreme weather.

Historically, ongoing smaller, cooler 
wildfires maintained patchworks of 
burned and recovering vegetation in 
various stages and patch sizes. These 
spatially interrupted the conditions 
which support large fires, limiting future 
events. To think it’s wise to place the 
whole AJL face into preserved park 
status, not to be touched, is a head-in-the-
sand approach. At the same time, logging 
for just the prime pockets of timber with 
the highest profit margin is the wrong 
approach. Our forests will burn, but we 
can influence how often, how severe, 
and how large the fires are. Whether in 
a park or not, we need to work together 
collaboratively to create landscape-level 
thinning, carefully placed firebreaks 
designed to bring a crown fire down to 
the ground where it can be fought, and 
establish control lines to facilitate hose 
lays and backfires. A means of water 
delivery should be thought about where 
possible. Use of fire through prescribed 
burns at a cooler time of year is another 
tool. Planned access in the form of 
heliports built ahead of time, trails, 
roads (whether gated or not) must all be 
considered.

This is a large task – bigger than a 
few people can handle on weekends. 
(That energy should be focussed 
on fire-smarting private lands.) We 
need to collaborate with industry and 
demand that government regulators are 
supportive. Judicious logging can restore 
some of the patchwork form which was 
nature’s course before we upset the 
balance. Some revenue from harvesting 
will be required to pay for operations. 

Fires are now bigger, badder, and 
hotter than before. These fires can burn 
so hot they sterilize the soil, causing it to 
become hydrophobic. For example, I’ve 
taken recent photos of the 1971 Hamill 
Creek fire just north of Argenta where 
it burned so hot the trees are still not 
growing back. The consequences on the 
AJL Face could be devastating in terms 
of erosion and potential landslides, not to 

mention the effects on wildlife.
Collaboration is the way forward, 

the only way to get ourselves out of this 
situation. We need to be armed with 
broad-based knowledge, and to resist the 
human tendency to polarize into black 
and white, good guys and bad guys. The 
answers take some work and are in the 
grey area in between.

Rik Valentine
Argenta

Politicians and 
pipelines

Recently the news is filled with 
politicians talking about exporting 
Canadian crude oil. They say it is for 
Canada and Canadians. I say, what 
Canada? I say, what Canadians? If these 
politicians were even slightly interested 
in doing any good for Canada and 
Canadians, they would make Canada 
the Venezuela of North America. Where 
Canadians would experience greatly 
reduced and stable prices for petroleum 
products, prices unaffected by other 
events in the world. Mother Nature 
‘passes gas’ in the Gulf of Mexico, 
prices go up. Somebody in the Middle 
East blows their nose or wipes their ass, 
prices go up.

PM Trudeau needs to make sure the 
crude is shipped around the world to 
ensure he has fuel for his jumbo jet on 
his never-ending holiday. Think about 
the cost of this vs. an executive-size jet 
that would get him where he ‘needs?’ to 
go. Now think about a TV commercial 
that talks about four million Canadians 
going to bed hungry.

Consider the environment, 
pollution and global warming and the 
impact on these problems by using a 
jumbo jet when an executive jet would 
do. Sadly, just as jet pollution is low 
on PM Trudeau’s list of concerns, so is 
BC’s environment. Because little has 
been done towards reducing the chance 
of an oil spill to the absolute minimum.

The longer the pipeline, the greater 
the odds of a line breaking and an 
oil spill. The pipeline should take the 
absolute shortest route to the coast of 
BC. This puts the terminal at a place 
where oil tankers could sail straight out 
into the Pacific. The loading terminal 
would be in an inlet large enough to 
accommodate the largest oil tanker. 
The mouth of the inlet would have a 
gate or lock-type mechanism (as in 
the Panama canal) so that any mishap 
during loading is contained. When 
loaded, water surface cleaned, gates 
opened, the tanker sails straight out into 
the Pacific.

To sail between either Haida Gwaii 
or Vancouver Island and the mainland 
is absolute stupidity. Recently we saw 
two ships collide, with the entire Pacific 
Ocean to navigate in. The tanker burned 
and sank. It only follows that navigating 
in narrow channels is not a matter of ‘if’ 
a collision is going to happen but when, 
and how often. Alberta does not care; 
it is not their coast. Trudeau does not 
care; he lives in Montreal, thousands 
of kilometres away.

Ed Varney
Vallican
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SLOCAN VALLEY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

2018 meeting schedule
Thurs. May 10 at 6 pm 
Thurs. July 26 at 7 pm 
Thurs. Oct. 25 at 6 pm 
Slocan Village Council Chambers

-unless posted otherwise.
All meetings are open to the public.

For more information: 250-226-0064/ slocanvalleyedc@gmail.com
www.slocanvalley.com

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Councillor Burly Van Bynen 

reported that a local dog bit Ron 
Cowley in the head last month. 
Cowley was treated in hospital, then 
spent five days at home recovering. 
More recently, Gene Hird and his 
92-year-old grandmother were 
threatened by a dog at the dock. 
When Hird took action to protect 
his grandmother, the dog owner 
threatened Hird. Van Bynen said he’d 
like to see Dog Beach shut down. 
Council directed staff to include a 
notice in the newsletter that dogs are 
to be leashed, and that the Village 
and RCMP are to be notified about 
aggressive dogs.

• The Village will apply for 
a CBT Build Heritage Grant for 
$190,000 for the first phase of 
the Slocan Legion Hall Heritage 
Restoration Project, to renovate the 
exterior. Expected total costs for 
this phase are $250,000. The Village 
would contribute $20,000 from its 
gas tax reserve for this phase, in 
addition to the $23,200 and $16,800 
it has previously allocated for Legion 
improvements.

• The Village will write a letter 
supporting the Slocan Legion’s 
application for a $6,250 grant from 
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance. The grant would help fund 
new stage curtains (including track 
& hardware), three doors (one at the 
stage entrance and two for the stage 
storage room), and painting, flooring, 
and electrical wiring. All work must 
conform to the Hall’s Heritage 
Design Plan.

• Tjaart and Andre Van den Berg of 
LandInfo Technologies presented the 
‘Preliminary State of Infrastructure 
Report,’ the first phase of a project 
to track Village infrastructure. The 
report says Village assets are mostly 
in fair or good condition, though 
buildings and structures are in poor 

Slocan council, March 12: Aggressive dog incidents reported
condition. A conservative estimate 
for replacement costs for all Village 
assets is $14 million (roads: $3 
million; water: $4 million; storm: 
$30,000; irrigation $100,000; and 
buildings & structures: $7 million). 
It would cost $432,000 annually to 
create a fund for replacement costs. 
Although this would be nearly the 
Village’s entire annual budget, Van 
den Berg reassured council that he 
was “not saying the City is bankrupt!” 
He said most small municipalities are 
in the same boat, and there will be 
federal grants available for clusters 
of municipalities that band together 
under a sponsoring organization. 
Selkirk College will work on a 
federal grant application on behalf 
of local municipalities. 

• Mayor Jessica Lunn will speak at 
a 100% renewable energy workshop 
at a conference in Vancouver March 
23-24. She will talk about small 
community action – “how the little 
guy can matter.” Her expenses will 
be paid by the Columbia Institute, 
which is organizing the conference.

• In her mayor’s report, Lunn 
pointed out that the only significant 
increase in RDCK taxation for 
Village residents is the fire service, 
to cover compensation for Slocan 
Valley firefighters’ training and 
call-out time. Lunn said the training 
requirements for the volunteer 
firefighters have greatly increased. 
During public participation, Denise 
Dufault, a volunteer firefighter, 
thanked Lunn and the rest of the 
RDCK board for supporting the 
budget increase. 

• Mayor Lunn said she and the 
CAO had held meetings in January 
with delegates from 12 local groups, 
business owners, and stakeholders to 
learn about local organizations and 
their needs and plans. 

• Council agreed to sponsor 
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 

Society’s $1,736 grant application 
to the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund. 
The grant would help buy hand-held 
radios, caution signs, and other safety 
items.

• The Village wrote a letter 
supporting the Slocan Valley 
Outriders Association’s efforts to get 
a CBT grant to help fund horseback 
riding lessons in 2018 for 10 local 
youth. 

• Council approved $200 from 
the discretionary grant fund (as long 
as organizers find a group to sponsor 
their grant application) for the 2018 
Easter Egg Hunt to be held at the 
Expo Field.

• The Village has received 
a $10,000 grant from the Rural 
Dividend Program to design a plan 
for the north end of Harold Street. 

• Merina Mathew, a board 
member of the Slocan Valley Seniors 
Housing Society, was appointed to 
the Social, Affordable & Sustainable 
Housing Advisory Commission. 
Councillor Pelletier reported that 
Tyson McCormack, who has 
previous experience with affordable 
housing development, would chair 
the monthly meeting.

• Mayor Lunn was appointed to 
the Wellness Centre Health Advisory 
Commission, with Councillors 
Perriere and Pelletier as alternates. 
Also appointed to the commission 
were Donna Gibbons, Sandra 
Smith, Natalie Sawyer, Lynnda 
Moore, Brendan Murray-Nellis, 
Kylie Lichty, and Colleen Emery. 
Staff were directed to draft terms of 
reference for the commission.

• Steve Baal was appointed to 
the Slocan board of variance for a 
three-year term. 

• Sarah Colvin, community 
organizer for the Eco Society, spoke 
to council about ‘Climate Law in Our 
Hands,’ an initiative to get polluting 
industry to pay part of the costs 

caused by climate change. Colvin 
asked council to send letters to the 
20 biggest fossil fuel companies, 
requesting their involvement. 
During public participation, Dufault 
supported this initiative.
Public Works report

Tim Hi l l ,  Pub l i c  Works 
Supervisor, reported on the main 
activity this winter – snow removal. 
Staff sometimes had to start plowing 
“in the wee hours of the morning,” 
bringing praise from morning drivers 
and complaints about the noise of 
the backup alarm from others. Hill 
bought a new alarm and said he 
“hoped residents are getting a little 
more sleep.” He said the crew has 
had problems determining where to 
put all the snow in the business area, 
and suggested the purchase of a new 
blade to push snow off the streets and 
parking areas. Mayor Lunn thanked 
Hill for handling “an epic snow year” 
and for “looking into solutions.” 

Public Works has a new dump 
truck; the old one has been sold for 
$16,500. 

Improvements to the water plant 
include LED lights, new heaters and 
plywood in the pump room. The dam 
has caused “significant… grief,” Hill 
reported. At times, ice, gravel, and 
even a small log have blocked the 
intake; creek flow was insufficient; 
and the screens have gotten covered 
with ice or gravel. 

At a previous council meeting, 
questions were raised about Springer 
Creek as a backup water source 

for the Village. Hill explained that 
Springer had been a backup until 
the treatment plant was built. At that 
time, Springer was disconnected 
from the water distribution system 
in order to remove the risk of cross 
contamination. Over time, the old 
log dam on Springer Creek has filled 
up with gravel and is now only able 
to supply enough water for four 
sprinkler heads in Expo Park. Hill 
said if the treatment plant or reservoir 
on Gwillim Creek were to fail, the 
Village could still obtain untreated 
water from Gwillim. In this event, 
water pressure would lessen and 
water might not reach some elevated 
areas, like the condos and the 
campground. He said the Village had 
never tested Springer Creek water. 
During public participation, Denise 
Dufault said that the Streamkeepers 
and Passmore Lab data on four years 
of volunteer testing of Springer Creek 
water would be available soon.

CORRECTION
In our report of the February 13 

Slocan council meeting, two errors 
were made in the editing process. 
First, regarding the proposed wildfire 
mitigation project, the Village would 
contribute $1,000 and SIFCo would 
contribute $500 (not the other way 
around). Second, the Village will 
have all the Village-owned and 
maintained streetlights changed 
to LED lights, taking advantage 
of the discounted price offered by 
FortisBC.

At the Slocan Lake Garden Society AGM, Barb Yeomans (SLGS) presented Tsuneko Kokubo (Koko) of the Kyowakai Society with a framed picture 
of the late Pauli Inose, founding director of the Kyowakai Society, sitting beneath the flowering cherry trees in the Kohan Garden and surrounded by 

petals. The presentation was made in appreciation of the donation of $3,500 from the Kyowakai Society to SLGS. The Kyowakai Society has decided 
to disband, and is donating its funds to SLGS and to the Village of New Denver ($10,000) for the creation of an educational booklet on the Nikkei 

Internment Memorial Centre. SLGS will plant a weeping flowering cherry tree at the entrance to the Kohan Garden in honour of the Kyowakai Society.



The Valley Voice   March 22, 20188 COMMUNITY

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

It pays!!!
• Call 358-7218 for details • 

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

submitted by Colin Moss
Time for  another  update 

regarding ongoing meetings with 
IHA re: the future of the Slocan 
Community Health Centre and the 
search for two physicians.

Largely due to the efforts of Dr. 
Chuck Burkholder we now have 
a locum pool which increases our 
overall optimism. Locums remain 
the best way to recruit young doctors 
for the long term. Most people 
don’t want to make a long-term 
commitment until they have had a 
chance to try out a practice. Many 
communities we have contacted 
all agree a generous locum pool is 
necessary even when a facility is 
deemed to have the requisite number 
of physicians. Obviously this is a 
factor in attracting physicians as it 
takes the pressure off them and lets 
them know that they won’t be left 
holding the bag as Dr. Burkholder 
and nurse practitioner Donna 
Gibbons have done so admirably 
for so long.

In copying other successful 
communities, namely Princeton, 
we have established a ‘Love Our 
Locums’ program. A group of 
Health Centre nurses are the point 
people for this program. They work 
daily with the new locums and put 
together welcome baskets, books and 
information/question sheets asking 
what locum preferences and interests 
are. The core group then contacts the 
Health Committee if a locum has 
particular needs that we can involve 
the community in, e.g. does the 
locum like to fish, golf, ski, etc. Then 
we try and set them up with various 
community members. This process 
goes a long way to introducing a 
locum to the community and making 
them feel welcome.

So, if you operate a business or 
feel you have a service to provide 
to our locum committee please 
contact us and we’ll do our best to 

Update from the Slocan District Chamber Health Committee
fit you in. For example, business 
gift certificates, items to add to our 
locum welcome baskets, possible 
accommodation for temporary 
locums if the locum suite is full, etc. 
There is a donation basket at the front 
counter in the Health Centre where 
businesses and individuals can drop 
off these items.

In addition to IHA management 
present at our meetings, others at 
the table include IHA and West 
Kootenay Family Practice recruiters, 
IHA facilities management, Dr. 
Burkholder, BC ambulance reps, 
lab and X-ray reps, local MLA 
assistant(s) and Valley and RDCK 
elected officials.

Walter Popoff (RDCK Area H), 
Leah Main (Silverton councillor), 
Mayor Ann Bunka of New Denver 
and Leonard Casley (Health 
Committee member and New 
Denver Fire Chief) have also been 
present. It must be noted that without 
Bunka’s efforts, Leonard and I would 
not be at the table representing the 
Health Committee. Valley-wide, 
elected officials have, and continue 
to, put many hours of effort behind 
the scenes into these meetings, as do 
Leonard and I.

Leisa Haddleton, a New Denver 
resident with extensive experience 
in business recruiting agreed some 
time ago to offer her services to the 
Health Committee pro bono. She has 
been of tremendous help and through 
her efforts we have established a 
solid rapport with IHA, provincial 
government and family practice 
recruiters. Leisa continues to work 
with them on many levels and largely 
through her efforts we are able to 
showcase our health centre and 
Valley in areas we normally would 
not have had access to.

Many local citizens have also 
provided invaluable resources 
and new ideas: Isy Schumann 
(research, design and provincial 
government liaison work); Judith 
Maltz, Anne Champagne and Art 
Joyce (research); Danika Hammond 
(community meeting organization 
and provincial government liaison 
work); Katrina Sumrall (community 
meeting organization). There are 
many other committed Slocan Valley 
residents who continue to offer their 
help daily.

We continue to receive donations 
from private citizens and non-profit 
groups (Slocan Community Club and 
Health Centre Hospital Auxiliary) as 
well. So, please keep those donations 
coming in. Obviously the more 
funding we have, the more we can 
do.

In 2017 RDCK Area H and the 
Villages of Slocan, Silverton and 
New Denver contributed generously 
to the production of our highly 
acclaimed physician recruitment/
retention video. ICandy Films 
of New Denver has been lauded 
worldwide for its professionalism 
and innovation in production of this 
video. It has been of tremendous 
help in our physician search and 
now we’re the ones many other 
communities want to copy! Our film 
has had many ‘hits’ worldwide on 

the internet and continues to do so.
The Health Committee has 

recently joined the fledgling BC 
Rural Health Network, a group 
of BC rural communities and 
citizens’ groups similar to us who 
are committed to maintaining and 
improving their local health services. 
It is hoped that this network will 
grow to present a united front to 
provincial and federal governments 
with the view to adding another 
voice in the effort to improve our 
Canadian and provincial health care 
system.

Our Health Committee has also 
agreed to participate in a new study 
coordinated by the BC Centre for 
Rural Health Research. The purpose 
of this study is to research and 
obtain information from rural BC 
community groups pertaining to 
physician recruitment and retention.

We are working on other areas 
with IHA and BC Ambulance 
that directly impact our chance of 
success in physician recruitment. 
Improved BC Ambulance service 
Valley-wide along with a long 
hoped-for new ambulance station 
in New Denver; long awaited and 
hoped-for improvements to lab and 
X-ray service at our health centre; 
restoration and improvement to the 
house on IHA property with the view 
to renting it to possible physician 
recruits or locums; possible training 
of local nurses in the rural nursing 
certificate program should there 
be a need in the future to look at a 

different or new health care delivery 
model; posting of the Canada Student 
Loan Forgiveness program on all of 
our and IHA’s job posting sites and 
letting prospective physicians know 
that New Denver is eligible for that 
program. These are just a few of the 
topics that have been discussed over 
the past few months at our meetings 
with IHA and other representatives.

One disappointing area are the 
obvious systemic problems with 
healthcare systems throughout the 
country. These are hindering our 
chances of physician recruitment. 
Not enough physicians are being 
trained to replace those retiring so 
that makes it necessary to recruit 
from out of country. Presently 
the vetting process makes it very 
time consuming and difficult for 
said physicians to relocate to a 
community such as ours.

Apparently even province-to-
province employment for physicians 
is not seamless. Even physicians 
currently practicing in Canada have 
to jump through hoops to practice in 
another province – who would have 
guessed?

One local problem we are finding 
is that even though we’ve attracted 
some very promising candidates they 
have unfortunately moved on because 
they feel we do not have enough 
services for them. Common to all 
small communities, employment 
for the spouse or significant other 
is a challenge to recruitment. We 
also have experienced this in our 

efforts to recruit physicians – and 
their families. 

This brings us back to the same 
old local problem – deterioration of 
services and lack of business and 
industry over the years. For whatever 
the reason that is presenting us 
with a real problem and it’s not one 
easily solved. Of course the lack of 
adequate rental housing and houses 
for sale is also a potential problem.

So, we’ve got to keep trying. 
We’ve got a great team in place 
and working with RDCK and local 
villages we’re doing most or all of 
what other successful physician 
recruiting communities are doing. 
It’s not for lack of ideas, talent or 
energy if we don’t ultimately have 
success. It will be due largely to 
factors presently out of our control.

Having said that, it’s still no 
cause for immediate panic. We’re 
rolling now and I’m very confident 
we’ll find at least one physician to 
bring us back to the point we were 
before Dr. Magier moved on. Then 
we’ll have some breathing room to 
perhaps look abroad or pursue other 
alternatives in order to keep the 
health services we now enjoy.

I feel I can safely say that without 
the tireless and beyond-the-call 
efforts of Dr. Burkholder and Donna 
Gibbons we would not have the 
local health care services we now 
all benefit from.

Colin Moss
Chair, Slocan District Chamber 

of Commerce Health Committee

submitted
Do you have a vision for a 

commercial venture that will create 
jobs, increase wealth in our region 
and grow the economy of your 
community and beyond? If you 
have a business opportunity that 
will have economic impact in the 
Columbia Basin region – and are 
interested in working with Columbia 
Basin Trust – the Trust invites 
you to respond to its ‘Request for 
Expressions of Interest for Basin 
Business Opportunities’.

“The Trust is looking to uncover 
new business opportunities that 
we might want to invest in that 

The Trust seeks business opportunities
will bring new jobs, and grow the 
Basin economy,” said President and 
CEO Johnny Strilaeff. “Economic 
development is one of the Trust’s 
core priorities, and we’re looking 
to have significant impact and be a 
catalyst for economic growth.” 

The Trust wants to partner with 
businesses, groups, associations or 
organizations to expand existing 
commercial businesses or create 
new ones. Together, the Trust and 
the partner would contribute to the 
success of the venture, each bringing 
resources to the partnership such as 
finances, assets and management. 

To learn about potential business 

The Trust partnered with tech industry entrepreneurs, i4C, to fill a commercial building near Trail with innovative businesses. The Trust is now 
looking for similar business opportunities through a Request for Expressions of Interest.

opportunities in the region, the Trust 
issued a ‘Request for Expressions of 
Interest.’ A webinar about the process 
will be held on April 11 at 10 am. 
Registration details are posted at 
ourtrust.org/opportunities.

Investing in business is one of 
the ways the Trust supports a diverse 
and resilient economy in the Basin. 
It recently committed $20 million 
over three years to be a catalyst 
in economic development, and 
offers various funding and support 
programs that help businesses grow. 
View all the ways the Trust supports 
economic development at ourtrust.
org/economic.
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Considering Community 
Service? 
Consider 
Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi for Details: 
250-265-0002

by Katrine Campbell
The Village of New Denver has 

been granted more than a half-million 
dollars to upgrade the Denver Siding 
water system – if its residents want to 
join the Village. The UBCM gas tax 
management committee approved the 
lesser of $508,171 or 100% of actual 
cost from the Strategic Priorities 
Fund.

W h e n  c o u n c i l  r e c e i v e d 
notification at its March 13 meeting, 
Mayor Ann Bunka said “We have to 
start talking to these folks, and ours 

Federal grant could kick-start Denver Siding water solution
too … We have stated it hinges on 
them being part of the Village.”

CAO Bruce Woodbury added, 
“We can start spending right away 
on engineering design, but not on 
actual work. The worst case scenario 
is if those in Denver Siding say ‘no.’ 
We don’t want to be laying pipes if 
citizens say no.”

The residents of Denver Siding 
are on a permanent ‘boil water’ 
advisory. In 2010, some suggested 
tapping into the Village’s system, 
thinking they would then pay the 

same as New Denver residents. They 
soon found out it wasn’t so simple. 
The Siding water system would still 
require major upgrades.

Denver Siding residents agreed to 
an increase in their water rates, from 
$250 to $400, at a meeting in 2010 
with Area H Director Walter Popoff, 
RDCK Manager of Environmental 
Services Uli Wolf, and then-mayor 
Gary Wright. The system had run a 
deficit – which isn’t allowed – due to 
unexpected repair costs. 

Although the residents verbally 

agreed at the time to join New Denver 
and connect to the Village’s water 
system, for the last 10 years nothing 
has happened as no formal request 
was ever made. New Denver made it 
clear that it is not looking to expand, 
but is willing to bring in Denver 
Siding water users if they join the 
Village and if the distribution system 
is upgraded first. 

The federal government provides 
more than $278 million in annual 
funding for local government 
infrastructure in BC through the 

federal gas tax fund. The money 
can be used for a range of capital 
and capacity-building projects, 
including upgrades to drinking- and 
waste-water facilities; recreational, 
sport and cultural infrastructure; 
local roads and bridges; solid waste 
management; community energy 
systems; and disaster mitigation 
measures.

The Union of BC Municipalities 
(UBCM) administers the fund in BC, 
in partnership with the federal and 
provincial governments. 

by Claire Paradis
Jul ia  Greenlaw,  Heal thy 

Community Society representative, 
made a presentation about the North 
Slocan Organic Waste Diversion 
Pilot project at the March 13 
Silverton council meeting. She asked 
for three things: help administering 
a Waste Ambassador position, land 
in Silverton for three composting 

Silverton green lights community composting program
stations, and a $4,150 contribution 
to the project.

Greenlaw began by saying it was 
great to have support from Silverton 
mayor and council, and that she 
will be meeting with the Village of 
New Denver in April. In a detailed 
report that she had sent to council, 
Greenlaw outlined the project’s 
objectives, including the hiring of 

a Waste Ambassador to educate the 
community and run operations for a 
two-year period.

Silverton Mayor Jason Clarke 
asked if the project would move 
ahead in the event New Denver 
decides not to participate, and 
Greenlaw said it would, with 
adjustments to the budget. “There’s 
lots of community support,” she 

said. “We’re hoping it will encourage 
them.”

Greenlaw emphasized that there 
would be two months of professional 
outreach to citizens before anything 
happens.

She asked the Village of 
Silverton to administer the funding 
for the Waste Ambassador position, 
which has been requested from the 
CBT. The Village would take on 
the payment of wages through their 
regular payroll, and provide the 
administrative work as an in-kind 
donation. CAO Darrell Garceau said 
this would not be onerous on staff. 

T h e  $ 4 , 1 5 0  r e q u e s t e d 
contribution from the Village would 
include $600 for a professional 
Composting Facility Operator 
course in Abbotsford April 4-6, a 
requirement for the community 
composting project to meet provincial 
regulations. The total project cost is 
$63,060. The society has requested 
funds from CBT, RDCK, the two 

Villages, and Lucerne School.
Greenlaw’s third ask was for 

land for the composters. It was 
decided that at least one central 
location would be best, such as near 
the recycling station. CAO Garceau 
said Silverton would be inclined 
to have the containers on Village 
property. He said he was satisfied 
with the research, and with proper 
site prep, liability would be nominal. 

Silverton mayor and council 
expressed enthusiasm for the organic 
waste program, saying that it had 
been a longstanding priority they 
were happy to see a local group take 
on. They approved all three requests. 

by Katrine Campbell
Lucerne School in New Denver 

is one of 100 schools across Canada 
which has been shortlisted for a prize 
of $20,000 in new technology from 
Staples. Principal Nicholas Graves 
was surprised to hear the news from 
the Valley Voice – no-one from the 
contest had contacted the school.

“We’re very excited about being 
in the top 100,” he said. “We have 
lots of ways to think about spending 
this money – but I’m not counting 
chickens before they hatch.”

The contest was open to schools 
with community environmental 
projects. Applications were judged 
by a panel of volunteer organizations 

LESS shortlisted for $20,000 tech prize
interested in sustainability; the final 
judging takes place in the weeks 
leading up to Earth Month with the 
10 winners – five elementary and five 
secondary schools – to be announced 
in early April. 

“I give a lot of credit to Katrina 
[Sumrall]  and her recycling 
program,” Graves said. “Patti 
Sebben’s Foods class works in 
conjunction with the recycling and 
composting.”

Sumrall completed and entered 
the application, he said. 

“The theme of sustainability 
aligns with her programs and the 
school’s goals. We talked about 
what we would do with the money 

– it would really change the way we 
would do tech at the school.”

“These insti tutions teach 
current and future generations 
about the importance of sustainable 
development and encourage them 
to get creative and find new ways 
to live eco-friendly lifestyles,” says 
Deb Doncaster, president, Earth 
Day Canada. “Through projects and 
programs like these, we are getting 
closer to a safer and eco-friendlier 
environment, which in itself is 
something to celebrate.”

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery has 

a new home and the board couldn’t 
be happier. The 2018 summer season 
of art shows will take place in the 
building behind Sweet Dreams 
Guesthouse at Slocan Ave and 
Eldorado. After board members 
spent several months looking at 
possible facilities in New Denver, 
Lorie Langford and Jeff Bustard 
came forward to offer the space 
for rent. It is slightly larger than 
the Gallery’s previous location and 
requires some serious renovation but 
the site is leased, permits obtained, 
volunteer labour committed, grant 
applications in the mail and one is 
even confirmed. 

Ten shows will fill this new 
space with local and regional art and 
music. The season starts off with a 
perennial favourite, Rabi’a on July 2, 
followed by Denise Battagin’s quilts, 
paintings by Barbara Ballachey and 
Loraine Stephanson, and Margaret 
Sonnenberg’s black and white 
drawings. The second half of the 
season features photography by 
Debbie Hicks, paintings by Eliza 
Fry, Boukje Elzinga, Janet Ott and 

Big move for the 
Hidden Garden Gallery

black and white photography by 
Susan Saphone. 

The finale of this first summer in 
the new location is a show of paintings 
by Victoria Mitchell, concluding the 
season on September 9. Each art 
show will have a reception, complete 
with local musicians, celebrating the 
arts in New Denver. The Gallery 
is open 10 am to 3 pm, Monday 
through Saturday during the summer.

There will be lots of activity 
preparing the ‘barn’ to be the new 
Hidden Garden Gallery. However, 
the all-volunteer board is no stranger 
to hard work and community 
supporters will have lots of chances 
to lend a hand. The board says it is 
pleased to be the recipient of a CBT 
Arts Venue grant for $15,210 which 
will kick off the remodeling efforts. 

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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DID YOU KNOW?
The vast majority of residents would recommend New Denver 
and area as a good place to live. The natural beauty and 
strong sense of community were key reasons why. Check out 
results from the recent survey (http://newdenver.ca/documents/
reports-and-studies/)

GRANT APPROVAL
The Village of New Denver has received a grant of up to 
$508,171 to fund improvements to the Denver Siding water 
system. The work is contingent on a boundary restructure that 
would see the Denver Siding properties incorporated into the 
municipality.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre is hiring for the 2018 
season. There are grant dependent student positions avail-
able, as well as non-student positions to be filled. Interested 
individuals can contact the Village Office for more information.  
The deadline for applications is April 1, 2018.  

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

by Katrine Campbell
• The Village will apply for a CBT 

Built Heritage grant of up to $211,000 
for the Knox Hall Revitalization project. 
For three years. staff has gathered 
information to assess the current 
condition, level of resident support, and 
future needs of community-owned halls, 
and the project is based on this info. The 
total cost would be $324,000; the Village 
portion, just under $114,000, will come 
from the gas tax reserve fund.

• Council received a letter from 
the Union of BC Municipalities 
(UBCM) granting the Village money 
for the Denver Siding water quality 
upgrade. The Village will get the lesser 
of $508,171 or 100% of the actual 
eligible costs from the Gas Tax Strategic 
Priorities fund. (See article, p 9)

• Council Procedures Bylaw #713 
was given three readings. One of 
the major changes will allow public 
comment before council decides on 
an issue.

• A request from the Healthy 

New Denver council, March 13: Knox Hall Revitalization grant application
Community Society for a grant-in-aid 
for their Organics Diversion Pilot Project 
(community composting) was referred to 
2018 budget deliberations.

• The Village’s revenue and 
expense report as of March 8 prompted 
Councillor Heather Fox to ask about 
snow removal costs. The report shows 
$20,000 budgeted with an actual cost so 
far of $12,976. CAO Bruce Woodbury 
said the amount was normal, as they tend 
to estimate high. 

• Mayor Ann Bunka reported on her 
activities for the last two weeks. 

- On February 28, she met with 
Interior Health regarding the Slocan 
Community Health Centre. Physician 
recruiters from IH and the Division 
of Family Practice are attending 
conferences and will take with them 
the video made by the Chamber of 
Commerce, and the information flyer. 
She asked about vacancies at the three 
BC colleges for students wanting to be 
lab techs, and was told there are seats 
available but there are a lot of science 
course requirements for entry. 

New Denver is eligible for provincial 
and federal student loan forgiveness 
programs for physicians and nurses. 
This fact should be added to recruitment 
advertising, she said.

- The same day, Bunka attended 
the West Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital District meeting. Executive 
election results: chair, Aimee Watson 
(Area D); acting chair Grace McGregor 
(RDKB); area reps Walter Popoff (Area 
H), Deb Kozak (Nelson), Roly Russel 
(RDKB), Mike Martin (Trail).

Initial planning costs for the Arrow 
Lakes emergency department came 
in under budget at $31,502, funded in 
whole by the WKBRHD. 

IH’s 2018/19 capital budget 
overview mentioned a ‘10-year Capital 
Strategy document.’ When Bunka 
asked IH to send a copy to the board, 
she was told it was “kind of a high-level 
document.” 

“It’s kind of a high-level board,” 
she retorted. 

The total budget is $8,828,500, 
and the board was asked to provide 
$3,531,400.

- On March 6, the mayor met with 
RCMP Cpl Jaime Moffatt regarding the 
detachment’s annual performance plan. 
They discussed community policing; 
the current members (constables Robert 
Notari, Ben Nickerson, Cory Chaloner) 
are all very involved with the school and 
young people. They also talked about 
traffic issues at the school intersection 
and Moffatt will direct members to patrol 
and/or sit at the location. 

- On March 7, she attended the 
RDCK budget meeting for Area H 

North, New Denver and Silverton, 
along with three members of the public, 
three elected officials, and a Valley Voice 
reporter. 

• Councillor Nadine Raynolds 
reported on the March 1 meeting of the 
Slocan Valley Economic Development 
Commission. Leah Main was re-
elected chair by acclamation. Two new 
commissioners have been appointed for 
Area H: Will Anderson and Jonathan 
(J) Buttle. The financial report showed 
the opening balance for the year was 
$55,507 and the year end balance 
was $46,070. Two people from West 
Kootenay Permaculture/ Kootenay Food 
gave a comprehensive presentation on 
their activities, including the mobile 

kitchen classroom. Release of their final 
payment from the Community Directed 
Fund of $15,000 was approved. 

The Healthy Community Society 
submitted its year end report and balance 
sheet and was granted an extension to the 
final reporting due to the setback a year 
ago when the Village Hearth Restaurant 
burned down. 

The EDC also discussed the Rural 
Dividend Regional Strategy and decided 
to contribute $10,336 in the first year, and 
to look at taxation and other sources of 
revenue to fund the second year. 

• Council authorized up to three 
members to attend the 2018 AKBLG 
Convention and workshops in Fernie 
next month.

by Claire Paradis
• Council approved sending letters 

from Mayor Clarke to the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development, and 
to the Splatsin Development Corporation, 
outlining council’s concerns about 
Splatsin’s proposed logging in the 
Silverton watershed. The letters request 
that no logging activities begin before 
independent assessments are done. The 
Village will be looking for professionals 
to complete independent hydrology and 
terrain assessments that they can review 
and compare to the ones presented by 
Splatsin. Councillor Bill Christian added 
that in a response to a Slocan Lake 
Stewardship Society letter, the Splatsin 
Corporation has said they will reduce the 
size of the contentious cutblock 4 from 
40 to 25 hectares, but would be adding 
another cutblock. 

• The Village is preparing an 
application for a CBT Built Heritage 
Grant to continue the renovation project 
at the Gallery. If successful, the funds 
would be used to improve the front of the 
building (south wall), including a new 
canopy at the entrance consistent with 
the original 1970s gabled design. The 
project involves removing the existing 
siding on the south wall and replacing it 
with Hardiplank on the main level and 

Silverton council, March 13: Logging concerns and 
more grant applications for Gallery renos

stucco on the second level, and installing 
new insulation. All windows on the front 
wall would see wood trim, “inspired 
by the original,” and the installation of 
hinged storm windows. CAO Darrell 
Garceau said the work could be done 
this fall.

The Village received CBT Built 
Heritage Grant funding last year for the 
fire suppression system and the new 
mechanical heating and cooling system. 
CAO Garceau reported that this work is 
on track to be completed by the end of 
March this year. Staff will be trained on 
the routine maintenance and operation of 
the systems during the first half of April.

The Village will also provide letters 
in support of the Slocan Lake Gallery 
Society’s two grant applications – one 
for office equipment (CKCA Minor 
Capital program) and the other for 
painting supplies to paint window trim, 
bathrooms, flooring, wainscoting and 
plinths (Slocan Valley Legacy Fund).

• The CAO reported that BC Hydro 
was installing three-phase power to 
Village buildings, including the Silverton 
Gallery. The project was to be completed 
by March 13.

• CAO Garceau reported that the 
outdoor exercise equipment should be 
in place by Canada Day. The locations 
for the eight pieces of equipment are 

projected to be ready by mid-May. This 
$40,500 project is funded 50-50 by CBT 
and the Village’s gas tax reserve.

• The Village’s application for 
Rural Dividend funding for the co-
work space, in partnership with resident 
Danika Hammond, was successful. A 
Request for Proposals for a study on the 
feasibility, development, governance, 
financing and structure of a co-work 
space will go out soon, and the study 
is expected to be completed by the end 
of July. 

• Mayor Clarke went to a youth 
meeting he was invited to by Lucerne 
Principal Nick Graves on the topic of 
how to create new opportunities for 
youth in the area. It was mentioned that 
there was no one place for youth to go 
and see all the opportunities available, 
and a hotline for youth employment was 
discussed. Clarke said it would be great 
for schools and local governments to 
have more contact.

• Councillor Arlene Yofonoff 
reported on the Slocan District Chamber 
of Commerce AGM. The Chamber 
board has requested a meeting with 
the Village of New Denver to discuss 
a sign directing people to downtown 
New Denver, in response to the First 
Impressions project that took place last 
fall. The physician recruitment video was 
a hit at the meeting, she said. The MRDT 
(2% hotel tax) application is almost ready 
to be submitted to the Province. The Air 
Band/ Lip Sync Contest will be back on 
May 19 (Saturday of May Days), so “get 
ready to rock,” she said. The AGM took 
place at the Valley Kitchen in Winlaw, 
which Yofonoff said is a successful café 
as well as a community kitchen where 
people can whip up their creations, and 
can sell them in the café. The Valley 
Kitchen will be hosting the Western 
Canada Herb conference this year. 

• Councillor Leah Main reported 
that the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission (SVEDC) 
will be going through an overhaul 
in the next year, restructuring itself 
and involving local government and 
“identified sectors of the economy” 
more. The SVEDC is interested in 
the development of a Community 
Investment Co-op. 

• Presentations for the Columbia 
Basin Trust’s Community Initiatives 
grants will be taking place April 12, 
6-8 pm; the special meeting to review 
applications is scheduled for April 24. 
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by Art Joyce
The Friends of the Lardeau 

River Society hosted a presentation 
called ‘Climate Disruption’ by Greg 
Utzig as part of its 2018 speakers 
series on March 7 at the Argenta 
Hall. 

Utzig is a conservation ecologist 
and land use planning consultant 
with over 35 years’ experience in 
environmental impact assessment. 
His presentation explained how 
climate disruption will affect the 
Lardeau Valley and North Kootenay 
Lake, including potential impacts 
on weather, hydrology, wildfire and 
terrain stability. The catastrophic 
landslides of July 12 and 13, 2012 
that claimed four lives in Johnson’s 
Landing are just one example of the 
impact of climate disruption.

It’s no secret that human activity 
over the past 200 years or so has 
vastly increased the amount of 
carbon going into the atmosphere. 
In 2016, it was estimated we were 
putting out 55 gigatons of carbon 
per year or 408 parts per million 
(ppm). Over the last 800,000 years, 
the annual average is 220-280 ppm, 
Utzig’s graphs showed. 

The period 1970-2000 registered 
by far the steepest increase in overall 
temperatures. This winter, it was 
over 30°C in the Arctic, breaking 
all records and causing a disruption 
of North Atlantic air currents, 
resulting in massive storms in the 
UK. And that’s just this year’s 
examples. Governments could be 
facing climate impact costs into the 
trillions.

But what the Argenta audience 
wanted to know was how this will 
affect us here. Columbia Basin 
climate modeling shows a 2-2.5°C 
temperature increase overall, but 
up to 4°C in summer. Although 
precipitation is predicted to increase 
by 10-15% throughout the year, 
less of it will be falling during the 
hottest months. Winter precipitation 
will tend toward a higher amount 
falling as rain rather than snow. 
Hotter, drier summers will mean 
an increase from an average 500 
hectares burnt in wildfires annually 
to 2,000 hectares per year by the 

Climate disruption presentation held in Argenta
mid-2020s. 

One predicted impact of 
these changes will be a gradual 
transformation of ecosystems. In the 
Kootenays, we have mostly interior 
cedar-hemlock rainforest, subalpine 
fir and Engelmann spruce, plus 
some Ponderosa pine forests. With 
climate disruption, cedar-hemlock 
forests could become Ponderosa 
pine forests and grasslands. That 
could mean North Kootenay 
Lake will transition to more of a 
Cranbrook or Grand Forks-type 
landscape. 

“The models all talk about more 
grasslands in low elevation areas 
and much drier climates than we 
have today. The upper elevation 
forests of Engelmann spruce will 
likely be mostly gone,” said Utzig. 
“You have to figure out which 
species you should be planting for 
the climate shift.” 

By the 2050s, Ponderosa pine 
will have substantially increased 
its range; by the 2080s, it will 
grow everywhere except at the 
top of the Purcells. Birch in the 
West Kootenay has died back 
dramatically due to warming/ 
freezing cycles in late spring. We’ll 
also see more pine beetles and other 
forest pests. Recently there’s been a 
Douglas fir beetle outbreak around 
Kootenay Lake. 

As the air warms and glaciers 
disappear, streams will warm as 
well, affecting fish stocks. Bull 
trout require cold water to thrive. 
Temperature increases will cause 
loss of connectivity due to streams 
drying up, landslides or changing 
courses, preventing repopulating 
by fish. 

“There’s a lot of talk about trying 
to return the salmon in the Columbia 
River Treaty, particularly by First 
Nations. Nice idea, but I’m not sure 
it makes much sense anymore. By 
the 2040s, even assuming we do 
something about climate change, 
there’s going to be a major portion of 
the Columbia River that’s unsuitable 
for salmon. In 2015 in the Snake 
River, they lost 98% of their salmon 
run, and we’ve just started.” 

Ecosystems respond to climate 

disruption by moving, migrating, 
reorganizing or going extinct in 
worst-case scenarios. Some species 
will seek higher ground – things 
will have to either move north or 
upslope. Moving north in the Basin 
from the valley bottoms is difficult 
because we’ve flooded most of the 
valleys. But with Kootenay Lake 
mostly intact, the east shore from 
Creston to Argenta is a potential 
corridor for species to move north. 

“One response is to adapt to 
those changes, or ideally we can 
mitigate climate change by changing 
what we’re doing, which we’re not 
too good at, and we’re running out 
of time for that.” 

What can we do to assist 
ecosystems to survive the changes 
that are coming? Some approaches, 
Utzig said, are to modify ecosystems 
to enable species survival, and to 
enable resistance with increased 

firefighting capabilities and fire 
interface work. 

Utzig said mitigation and 
adaptation is probably the best 
strategy. We need to be using waste 
wood as fuel rather than having it 
burnt as slash, reducing the amount 
of fossil fuels consumed. Small 
hydro – not Site C-sized operations 
– and run-of-river operations are 
another good option for reducing 
our carbon output.
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

submitted
Call for entry: registration is 

now open for artists/venues in the 
Columbia Basin to participate in 
the Columbia Basin Culture Tour 
(CBCT), a celebration of culture 

Call for Entry: Artists/Heritage Venues for Basin Culture tour
taking place August 11-12 from 10 
am to 5 pm. Help make the 10th 
anniversary tour the best yet!

The CBCT is a self-guided tour 
showcasing local arts, culture and 
heritage, offered at no charge to the 

general public. ‘Arts’ includes visual, 
written, performing, media and inter-
arts. Participating as a venue allows 
you to really connect with locals, 
develop a wider audience, educate 
the public about what you do, market 
your activities, and attract visitors to 
your community. 

The tour lets people visit artists’ 
studios that may not regularly be open 
to the public, purchase work directly 
from artists, and visit galleries, 
museums and cultural centres to 
view special displays, archives, 
demonstrations or performances. It 
is also a chance for them to meet the 
people behind the scenes who are 
such a vital part of our local culture. 

Full colour tour directories 
will be available free of charge. 
Signage, posters and postcards 
are provided to venues to promote 
your participation. Display ads and 
media coverage widely promote the 
event, and your web page profile will 
remain for the rest of the year to list 
your contact info and business hours 
outside of the event.

Final registration deadline is 
April 15; register by March 31 and 
save $10 off the full price.

To  r e g i s t e r  v i s i t  w w w.
cbculturetour.com. For information 
call 1-250-505-5505 or toll free at 
1-877-505-7355. The Columbia 
Basin Culture Tour is a project of 
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance and is funded by Columbia 
Basin Trust, which supports the 
social, economic and environmental 
well-being of the Columbia Basin.

Robin Dupont’s Airstream Gallery, featuring his handmade pottery, was a popular stop on the 2017 Culture Tour. 

This rebranded trailer signifies a partnership between Nakusp PharmaChoice and the Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Works program. 
Pharmacy owner Troy Clark developed the bottle and can recycling trailer, then turned it over to ASLCS which employs people with diverse abilities 

such as Robert. Robert works eight hours a week sorting the bottles. Youth groups and sports teams come in two nights a month to earn money 
for their group. Clark presents a cheque for $814 to Nakusp Secondary principal Peter Gajda for the ski and snowboard team. The next group to 

work will be parents and students from Nakusp Elementary, who are raising money to start a music program that will employ local musicians. 
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submitted
One hundred people in Nelson 

rallied along with thousands in 
Metro Vancouver to support the 
Coast Protectors’ call to all people 
to stand with them to defend their 
lands and the environment against 
the expansion of tar sands and 
bitumen pipelines and tankers on 
the West Coast. 

“Folks in Nelson came out in a 
big way to join what’s going to be 
an historic provincial movement to 
stop the Kinder Morgan pipeline! 
This is only the beginning,” says 
co-organizer Keith Wiley.

“Indigenous peoples have 
consistently and repeatedly rejected 
the Kinder Morgan pipeline and 

Anti-tar sands and pipeline march in Nelson
tanker project,” say the Coast 
Protectors. “Federal approval of 
the project was and is an egregious 
violation of our inherent Indigenous 
title and rights, and a violation of the 
United Nations’ Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.” 

The rally was organized by 
the Nelson Chapter of the Council 
of Canadians and co-sponsored 
by the ‘For Our Earth Coalition’. 
The coalition and group are raising 
awareness and much-needed funds 
for the Coast Protectors and carrying 
out strategic actions locally and 
along pipeline routes to halt the 
expansion of tar sands and bitumen 
pipelines, and tanker traffic, to more 
safely transition from fossil fuels to 

renewable energy. 
They are appealing to people 

to get involved, support the Coast 
Protectors and take action. They 
invite all to their upcoming forum, 
For Our Earth: Join the Movement 
to Stop Kinder Morgan, featuring 

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, 
President of the Union of BC Indian 
Chiefs, on April 23 at 7 pm at the 
Nelson United Church, 602 Silica 
Street, followed by Strategic Actions 
Training on April 28 at noon at the 
Senior Citizens branch, 717 Vernon 

Street.
For more information: facebook.

com/events/153636251963537/; for 
more information, to volunteer or 
to join the For Our Earth Coalition 
contact: nadia@netidea.com or 250-
608-0773.

One hundred people in Nelson rallied along with thousands in Metro Vancouver to support the 
Coast Protectors’ call to all people to stand with them to defend their lands and the environment 

against the expansion of tar sands and bitumen pipelines and tankers on the West Coast. 

Nelson author Eileen Delehanty Pearkes signed books, gave her ‘Healing the Columbia’ 
presentation, and read from her book, A River Captured, at the Slocan Community Library on March 

11. Hopeful about the opportunity to address environmental concerns in the upcoming Columbia 
River Treaty renegotiations between Canada and the US, she encouraged people to “badger” their 
MPs. She also called upon everyone to “give back to the river,” noting that we will all have to pay a 
little more for our power if we want provisions for the environment in the renegotiated treaty. “We’re 

takers, culturally. Can we be givers? That’s my aspiration and hope, that we will become givers.”
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by Jan McMurray
• RDCK planning staff will 

work on amendments to the 
nine zoning bylaws within the 
district in anticipation of the 
Cannabis Act being in effect 
by August 2018. Staff proposes 
to draft the amendments in 
April; host a stakeholder 
r o u n d  t a b l e  w i t h  l a w 
enforcement, municipalities, 
elected officials, provincial 
staff, industry participants 
and community members in 
May; hold public hearings in 
July; and adopt the amended 
bylaws in August. The zoning 
amendments will deal mainly 
with the siting of retail and 
distribution outlets, and 
cultivation and processing 
facilities.

• The board will send 
a letter to Health Canada 
supporting efforts by the 
Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities and the Union 
of BC Municipalities to ensure 
that local governments are 
consulted in the development of 

RDCK board, March 15: Preparing for new cannabis regulations
regulations for the cultivation 
of cannabis. The letter will 
request that Health Canada 
clarify their expectations of 
the Regional District in issuing 
building permits for cannabis 
cultivation facilities.

• Water Bylaw 2577, 
2017, was adopted. A staff 
report explains that the 
bylaw was reviewed by 
Water Commissions and 
Water Community Advisory 
Committees throughout the 
district, and there were concerns 
about provisions in the bylaw 
about water metering. Based 
on this feedback, parts of the 
bylaw have been amended 
or clarified. There will be 
no metering requirement for 
redevelopments on properties 
with three dwellings or less. 
Minor property upgrades 
don’t  t r igger  meter ing 
requirements or water service 
connection renewals; there 
has to be a significant change 
in water usage before these 
are required. The bylaw 

has a universal metering 
requirement by December 
31, 2024. “Staff recognizes 
that universal metering by 
2024 in all water systems 
will not likely be necessary 
nor feasible; however, having 
metering goals and metering 
plans are crucial to being 
able to secure senior grant 
funding. An overall RDCK 
wide metering plan needs to be 
adopted before 2024 that more 
clearly identified what might 
be metered and when, and 
how metering implementation 
might be funded,” states the 
staff report. The bylaw applies 
to those with RDCK-supplied 
water, not to property owners 
with wells or surface water 
licences.

• The five-year financial 
plan was adopted.

• An update to the RDCK 
Flood and Geohazard Risk 
Review,  funded by the 
National Disaster Mitigation 
Program, was received. See 
article, page 23.
Area H Slocan Valley

• The board supported 
an application for non-farm 
use of a property in the ALR 
(Agricultural Land Reserve), 
at 5175 Pedro Creek Road 
south of Winlaw. The property 
owners, Kevin and Bruce 
Sutherland, plan to open a 
lumber yard on a piece of the 
property that is gravelled and 
has already been disturbed, 
adjacent to the provincial 
gravel pit site. They have 
140,000 board feet of lumber 
from assisting with the 
deconstruction of the Slocan 
sawmill site. The lumber is on 
the Slocan waterfront property, 
and the Sutherlands have been 
asked to remove it by April 
2018. The lumber yard in 
Winlaw would carry heritage 
lumber from the sawmill site 
as well as standard timber, 
and feed, hay, and grains. 
The application will now be 
forwarded to the Agricultural 
L a n d  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r 
consideration. 

• A letter of support will go 
to the Arrow Slocan Tourism 
Association for the MRDT 
(2% hotel tax) application for 
the Arrow Lakes and Slocan 
Valleys.

• Grants were provided 
to: Convergence Writers’ 
Weekend ($1,000); Slocan 
Park Community Hall Society 
($5,000 for playground 

improvements); Slocan Valley 
Seniors’ Housing Society 
($20,000 for the Slocan 
housing project).
Area K Arrow Lakes

• The board supported an 
application for non-farm use of 
a part of Jerome Botti and Sally 
McLean’s farm property at 107 
Burton Main Road in Burton. 
The applicants propose to 
create a nano-brewery, which 
is considered a non-farm 
use. The application will be 
forwarded to the Agricultural 
Land Commission. See article, 
page 15. 

• The Nakusp Museum 
Financ ia l  Cont r ibu t ion 
Service Establishment Bylaw 
was given three readings. It 
will now go to alternative 
approval process (AAP) for 
elector consent. AAP involves 
advertising the proposal to 
collect taxes from residents of 
Nakusp and a defined portion 
of Area K to help support the 
museum. If 10% of the voters 
in the affected area submit 
Elector Response Forms 
against the proposal, the AAP 
fails. The board would then 
have to decide whether or not 
to take it to referendum.

• A letter of support will go 
to the Arrow Slocan Tourism 
Association for the MRDT 
(hotel tax) application for 
the Arrow Lakes and Slocan 
Valleys.

• Grants were provided 
to: Edgewood Volunteer Fire 
Department ($10,000 for solar 
panels on the fire hall); Lower 
Arrow Lake Conservation 
Association ($1,000 for 
application fees and ALR 

costs to keep using their site); 
Nakusp Secondary School 
($1,000 for the ski and board 
team to travel to Sun Peaks); 
Edgewood Legion ($1,000 
for the annual variety night); 
Saddleback Community 
Church ($1,000 to subsidize 
social and sports activities for 
children).
Area D North 
Kootenay Lake

• Rural Affairs Committee 
Chair/  Area D Director 
Aimee Watson reported that 
the RDCK, Interior Health, 
and the BC Water and Waste 
Association are working on 
a funding proposal to create 
a guide or “road map” for 
small water systems. The 
guide would walk community 
groups through all the steps 
of owning and operating a 
small water system, from 
governance, through system 
design, to operations. Watson 
said funders like to see local 
governments as owners of 
small water systems, but that’s 
not feasible for very small 
systems like those in Johnson’s 
Landing and Howser. “They 
don’t need to be owned by 
local government, but they 
need support, so that’s what 
this road map would be,” she 
said.

•  The  RDCK board 
received the letter from 
the Village of Kaslo to the 
BC Utilities Commission 
regarding FortisBC’s rate 
redesign application. The 
board agreed to send a similar 
letter, requesting accessible 
public consultation for rural 
areas; a FortisBC review and 

redesign of its Net Metering 
program so that it is at least 
equivalent to BC Hydro’s; and 
a FortisBC implementation 
of a Micro Standing Offer 
Program and a Standing 
Offer Program that allow for 
alternative energy production, 
similar to BC Hydro’s.

• The RDCK will prepare 
a letter to the Minister of 
Forests,  Lands, Natural 
Resource Operations and 
Rural Development, outlining 
the board’s concerns with 
the professional reliance 
model. The board feels that 
this model, used in approval 
of Forest Stewardship Plans 
and cutting permits, does 
not adequately consider 
community concerns of the 
Laird Creek area regarding 
slope stability and changes in 
local hydrology. The letter will 
also mention planned logging 
on the Argenta-Johnson’s 
Landing Face in the letter.

• Paul Grace-Campbell 
was appointed to the Kaslo 
and  Area  D Economic 
Development Commission 
for a term ending December 
31, 2019. A letter of thanks 
will go to outgoing member 
David Stewart.

• Grants were provided to: 
Kaslo 125 Committee ($2,000 
for celebratory events); 
Lardeau Valley Historical 
Society ($1,000 for Museum 
Centennial events); Lardeau 
Valley Opportunity LINKS 
Society ($4,000 for insurance, 
w e b s i t e  m a n a g e m e n t 
and project coordination); 
Woodbury Village FireSmart 
board ($1,370).

Eva Tree, daughter of the Kootenays, brings her Trio and her original songs to Kaslo’s Langham Cultural Centre, Saturday March 
24 at 7 pm, with featured guest, Sunny C. Wood. She will perform songs from her two CDs (Sail Away and Blue Skies) and also 

highlight new material. Tree combines folk Americana, soulful roots and Appalachian influences; her song writing and vocal delivery 
paint a soundscape of colour and mood, with a touch of hopefulness and grace. Tickets are $12 at the door, open at 6:30 pm.
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Burton Community 
Association

Recording Secretary/
Bookkeeper Contract

The Burton Community Association is 
seeking a person for the combined position 
of Bookkeeper/Recording Secretary. 
Preference will be given to applications 
inclusive of both duties, however applicants 
for either Bookkeeper or Recording Secretary 
separately will be considered.
A working knowledge of Microsoft Office is 
required for the secretary position.
A working knowledge of Quick Books is 
required for the Bookkeeping position.
Remuneration to be negotiated based on 
qualifications and experience.
For more detailed information regarding the 
duties to be performed, please email requests 
to the following email:
bca@burtoncity.ca Attn. Howard

Shirley Coates, age 82, died peacefully on Monday, February 19, 
2018 at home, in her apartment at the Arrowtarian Seniors Villa.  
Shirley was born March 27, 1935, in Vancouver, the daughter of 
Ernest M. and Isabel H.L. (nee Hammond) Watson.    
Shirley graduated in 1953 from Elphinstone High School, in 
Gibson and then moved to Vancouver where she worked for 
BC Electric Company.  After saving enough money for tuition, 
she enrolled into the Vancouver General Hospital’s nursing 

program, class of 1959. Her first post as a nurse was at the Nakusp Hospital.  
In 1960, Shirley married Walter “Ollie” Coates who passed away in 2012. In addition to 
raising their five children she also managed the Canyon Court Motel, until they sold it in 
1981.  In 1986, Shirley returned to nursing at Halcyon Home until approximately 1999.   
Shirley is survived by her sister, Margaret Havens, and her five children: Laurie 
“Tony”; Maureen; Lloyd “Cindy”; Blaine “Christie”; Michelle “Jason”.  Grandchildren: 
Keely “Nik” & Briena; Ashlee, Allison “Byron” & Lucas “Kaitlyn”; Jeff, Chelsea “Travis”, 
Mandy “Jason” & Chelsey; Lee & Brooke.  Great-grandchildren:  Asher, Aubry, Alivia, 
Alyssa & Daxton.  She also leaves behind numerous loving relatives and friends.  
Shirley was a long-standing member of the Bridge Club and in the last few years 
was very active in the seniors/Alliance Church community, participating in numerous 
groups and events.  She also volunteered with the Nakusp Historical Society and 
recently became an ordinary member of the Legion, because of her time spent in the 
Medical Reserves during her nurses training, of which she was very proud.   
A memorial service will be held in her honour on Saturday, August 4, 2018 at the Arrow 
Lakes Alliance Church at 3:00 pm. All are welcome to come and help celebrate her life.  
In lieu of flowers, a memorial donation may be made to a local charity of your choice.  

by Claire Paradis
T h e  S a v i n g  t h e  P e a c e 

Symposium drew 30 people to the 
Nakusp arena auditorium at 9:30 
am on a beautiful spring Saturday 
(March 17). The message: the Site 
C project is a bad mistake in the 
making, but it can still be stopped. 

Chief Roland Wilson of the 
West Moberly First Nation opened 
the symposium via Skype. He 
emphasized that the decision of 
First Nations in the area to sign on to 
the Site C project was not a free one. 

“The choice to sign or get 
nothing, that’s not a free choice,” 
Wilson told the crowd. 

As emcee Cameron Gordon 
spoke about the connection between 
the hydro megaprojects in the Peace 

Saving the Peace Symposium brings Site C story to Nakusp 
and the Arrow Lakes regions, 
people continued to trickle in. The 
symposium is being held in Nakusp, 
said Gordon, because the area went 
through a similar process 50 years 
ago, and now the lessons not learned 
from the flooding of the Columbia 
are being repeated in northern BC. 
Speakers including Eileen Delehanty 
Pearkes, Y2Y Director Candace 
Batycki, Eloise Charet-Calles, 
Wendy Holm, and Andy Shadrack 
filled out a day of presentations and 
breakout groups. 

Keynote speaker Ken Boon, 
president of the Peace Valley 
Landowners Association, and his 
wife Arlene have been fighting the 
Site C project since its inception. 
Boon gave the audience an overview 

of the recent history of the project 
– the last 12 years, during Gordon 
Campbell and Christy Clark’s 
premierships. 

Boon called the dam planning 
process “ass-backward” because 
it began with the desired goal and 
then went through the consultation 
and assessment processes. The 
Peace Valley farmer reminded the 
audience that the joint review panel’s 
assessment of Site C was “damning.”

“And it still got the approval of 
the provincial government and the 
federal government,” he said. 

In fall 2014, Peace Valley First 
Nations and landowners launched 
judicial reviews, and in summer 
2015, construction and protests 
began. 

“We threw ourselves at the 
fight, literally,” Boon said, and in 
the winter of 2015-16 he was one 
of the people occupying the Rocky 
Mountain Fort site. “There are 
still six civil suits from BC Hydro 
hanging over our heads.” 

To the great disappointment 
of project opponents, there was 
no change with the incoming 
government, and on December 11, 
2017, the NDP announced they 
were reluctantly going ahead with 
the project. There was no way 
taxpayers could throw away almost 
$4 billion, the government said, so 
they committed to spending $10.7 
billion to complete the project. The 
government hasn’t explained its 
rationale, said Boon, and people 
haven’t been asking why the loss 
couldn’t be absorbed by spending the 
money on more lucrative alternative 
energy projects instead. Boon 
claimed that Site C power will cost 
three times more to produce than 
wind or solar power.

Boon said he bel ieves a 
small group inside the party “ran 
roughshod over” the rest, and that 
there are still “good people” in the 
NDP. The Peace Valley landowner 
also lays some blame at the feet 
of mainstream media who he says 
haven’t been asking why the cost of 
the project has increased by several 
billion dollars over the years. 

The price of the project doesn’t 
stop with its capital cost, said Boon. 
There is a huge socioeconomic cost 
associated with the loss of farm land, 
and the downstream impacts of the 
project could open Canada up to 
litigation from the US. 

The Site C activist ended on a 
hopeful note, saying there is still 
time to stop the dam. First Nations 
are taking legal action. They are 
seeking an injunction to stop work 
and there are civil suits planned if the 
injunction fails. Treaty infringement 
cases are already underway.

The second key to stopping 
the project will be the geotechnical 
realities of the site. Boon said he has 

seen cracks at the site, and a sixth 
amendment to the plan has had to 
be made because the hillside of the 
proposed dam site keeps sliding. 

“It’s a gong show,” said Boon, 
who called the amount spent on the 
amendments “mindboggling.” 

“ W h a t  w e  n e e d  a r e 
whistleblowers,” he said, because 
BC Hydro is keeping a tight reign on 
information. Boon said employees 
sign non-disclosure agreements and 
their cell phones are collected on 
the way into work, so it’s hard for 
people to come forward with any 
information. He’s also seen ‘No 
Drones’ signs near the work site. 

The third thing that will stop the 
dam is political action, said Boon, 
who stressed the importance of 
keeping pressure on government by 
writing letters and asking questions 
about cost overruns and the lack of 
transparency around the project. 

It’s not too late, the Peace Valley 
keynote speaker underlined. Site C is 
not past the point of no return; there’s 
still time to act and bring the area 
back from the brink of destruction. 

by Jan McMurray
Burton will be home to the 

‘Drowned Town Brewery’ in the not 
too distant future if all approvals and 
permitting fall into place.

Jerry Botti and Sally McLean 
plan to create a nano-brewery on 
their Burton farm, to generate income 
to support their farm operation. They 
hope that the brewery will attract 
people who will also purchase their 
farm produce and participate in 
their agritourism and educational 
offerings.

“A nano-brewery is similar to a 
micro-brewery – it’s just the scale is 
smaller,” explains Botti. “We’ll be 
brewing beer in 350-litre batches, 
where some microbreweries brew 
it in 8,000-10,000 litre batches.” 
Botti says they want to keep it nano 
because they want an operation they 
can manage themselves.

The brewery would be located 
in a 1200-square-foot multi-purpose 
farm building in the forest at the rear 
of the property. The building would 
contain the brewery, a farm stand, 
farm office, lab, and cold storage. 
Botti is hoping that construction can 
begin this summer.

The couple planted four varieties 
of hops last summer, and plan to 
expand their hop yard to serve the 

Burton’s ‘Drowned Town Brewery’ in the planning stages
brewery. 

Botti has been brewing beer at 
home for 30 years. Seven or eight 
years ago, he took some professional 
brewmaster classes. “That’s when 
this plan started,” he said. Botti’s 
background is in chemical science.

Future projects the couple is 
planning include a U-Pick venture 
and a pizza farm. The U-Pick would 
be directly behind the proposed 
brewery, with small fruits and 
berries, table grapes, wine grapes, 
vegetables, and perhaps cut flowers. 
The pizza would be made with 
ingredients from the farm and baked 
in an earth oven near the brewery 
building.

The couple bought the farm 
in 2006. “We’ve done loads of 
improvements on the land over those 
years. It hadn’t been farmed much 
or maintained too well, and the soil 
isn’t great, so we’re rebuilding the 
soil. We both work full-time, so it’s 
a challenge, but one we took on and 
believe in – regenerating the land for 
us and for the next people after us.”

Currently, approximately 60% 
of the parcel is used for mixed 
agriculture. Botti and McLean grow 
small fruit, herbs, and vegetables; 
board horses and sheep from 
neighbouring farms; allow grazing 

on up to one hectare of the property; 
host a small neighbourhood pig 
collective; and host a research 
vineyard in partnership with the 
Arrow Lakes Grape Growers 
Society.

Botti said there is one more 
year left on the research vineyard 
project. A final report with all the 
data collected over the course of 
the project is expected to be issued 
in 2019. Botti says he has a passion 
for making both beer and wine, but 
he feels he makes better beer than 
wine, and the brewery is a better fit 
for him and the farm. “Looking at the 
climate data [done for the research 
vineyard], I’m confident that hops 
will grow here,” he said.

The couple’s application to the 
Agricultural Land Commission 
states: “This project is grounded 
in our values of food security and 
community building. Our town 
was flooded by the damming of 
the Columbia River in the 1960s; 
the result was devastating to 
communities and especially to 
agriculture, in this region. The 
people of the tiny community of 
Burton, want our economic base 
and agricultural history restored. Our 
farm-based nano-brewery project is 
closely aligned with these values.”

Sparky the dog presents Aaron Lintott with his winnings at the March 10 Nakusp Legion Meat Draw. PALS, the Protecting Animal Life Society, is 
sponsoring the March meat draws and invites everyone to come out and support PALS and the Royal Canadian Legion.
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Thank you!!
The North Valley Mountain Film Festival organizing committee would like to 
thank our volunteers, featured film makers and amazing audience who all 
helped make the 2018 event a great success.

Congratulations to our 2018 People’s Choice Award Winners.  
1st - Strong the Wind Blows - by Benjamin Jordan
2nd - Kootenay Grizzley Bears - by Jim Lawrence
3rd - Last Stand: The Vanishing Caribou Rainforest - by Colin Arisman

The North Valley Mountain Film Festival is made possible with funding 
from the Columbia Basin Trust.

A huge than you to our 2018 People’s Choice Award Sponsors: Valhalla 
Mountain Touring, Ambler and Ice Creek Lodge.

Thank you all and see you next year.

by Art Joyce
Slocan Integral Forestry Co-op 

(SIFCo) will carry out a controlled 
burn this April on a steep slope about 
1.5 kilometres from Winlaw’s centre. 
The exact date of the burn will be 
posted on SIFCo website at www.
sifco.ca as soon as it is confirmed. 

At a public presentation in 
Winlaw Hall, March 14, attended 
by about 30 people, SIFCo manager 
Stephan Martineau and forestry 
supervisor Tom Bradley used current 
forestry science, wildfire computer 
modeling projections, and a video 
to explain the rationale for the burn. 
Jonathan Fox and Sean Phelps of 
the BC Wildfire Service answered 
audience questions. 

Basic thinning and ground 
preparation in the 60-hectare block 
has been done and was partly paid for 
by an $80,000 grant from the Forest 
Enhancement Society of BC.

A ground crew of 15-20 will 
work using drip torches on the 
ground, and a helicopter will drop 
ignition spheres into the burn zone. 
The existing forest service road 
will provide one natural boundary, 
with Winlaw Creek providing the 
southern boundary, and either end as 
well as the top of the block will be 
scorched to ‘bookend’ the burn zone. 

The closest residential property 
is about 50 metres from the western 
boundary of the burn zone and there 
will be a sprinkler line set up nearby. 

Crews start at the top of the 
hill and work down, in reverse of a 
fire’s natural tendency to start low 
and accelerate as it gains altitude, 
eventually increasing to a crown fire. 
The burn time will be about three 
hours, with flames expected to be 
out by evening.  

Forestry management has 
undergone a major change in 
thinking and practice, breaking with 
the past 100-year tradition of wildfire 

SIFCo to carry out controlled burn near Winlaw
suppression. The video featured 
various forestry experts explaining 
that, prior to modern forestry, forests 
were naturally thinned by wildfires. 
Indigenous peoples frequently used 
controlled burns to increase grazing 
for deer, elk and bison. Modern 
firefighting was prompted by the 
‘big burn’ of 1910, which consumed 
millions of acres from eastern 
Washington to western Montana, 
killing 87 people and destroying 
several towns. The unfortunate 
result of intensive firefighting has 
been a huge increase in fuel from 
both deadfall and ingrowth. Photos 
showed healthy forests prior to 1910 
with substantial spacing between 
trees, creating a ‘patchwork’ effect 
that acted as natural fire breaks. 

Complicating the problem is 
climate change. Martineau showed 
several graphs of computer models 
for the Columbia Basin predicting 
a continuing trend of hotter, 
drier summers. All these factors 
have worked together to create 
the “current epidemic of trees,” 
more trees than the landscape can 
support. Dry south slopes are now 
covered with trees, whereas once 
they were patchworks. Lower snow 
and rainfall trends combined with 
hotter temperatures have increased 
the rate at which moisture evaporates 
from soil, adding to fire risk.

SIFCo began doing fire interface 
work in 2008 and has treated 440 
hectares in the Slocan Valley since 
then, particularly in residential 
interface zones. In 2014, they began 
doing wildfire modeling, using 
a computer program known as 
FlamMap from the US Joint Fire 
Sciences Program. SIFCo then 
used this program to discover the 
main fire corridors in the valley by 
lighting thousands of virtual fires. 
For example, the model showed 
that a fire starting near Winlaw 

could be at Appledale within eight 
hours. SIFCo is therefore choosing 
the location of its controlled burns 
in areas that are most likely to be in 
the path of wildfires, including the 
Winlaw burn. 

In 2016, SIFCo released its 
Strategic Slocan Valley Wildfire 
Protection Plan that includes 12 
Landscape Level Strategic Fuel 
Breaks. Seven of those have been 
started and all are expected to be 
completed by 2023. Although costs 
are high – Martineau estimated $3 
million has been spent so far in 

wildfire interface work in the Valley 
– it only takes 10% of initial costs 
to maintain fire breaks and interface 
zones. Much of these costs have been 
covered by grants and provincial 
transfers. 

In response to audience questions 
regarding prescribed burns getting 
out of control, Fox said this is an 
extremely low probability risk. All 
controlled burns must be done in 
accordance with provincial laws 
governing the air quality index. 
Wind direction and speed and cloud 
cover are rated to determine the 

best possible days for good venting. 
The amount of smoke generated by 
a controlled burn is only a small 
fraction of that created by out-of-
control wildfire. In as little as two 
weeks after a burn, green grass and 
plants can already be seen growing. 

Although SIFCo lacks the 
resources to do private land interface 
treatment, Martineau said they’re 
happy to visit landowners and advise 
a strategy. Both the Regional District 
and Firesmart Communities Canada 
have programs to assist private 
landowners. 

submitted
The North Kootenay Lake Water 

Monitoring Program (NKLWMP) 
volunteers will have less of a burden 
– at least, for a shorter duration 
– when accessing high elevation 
snowpacks to conduct research. 
NKLWMP will use a new snow 
tube purchased with support from 
FortisBC’s Community Investment 
program to collect core samples from 
snowpacks in the North Kootenay 
watershed that will be analyzed by 
hydrologists. 

But what is a snow tube? What 
information can collecting snow 
offer? And what can we do with that 
information? Great questions – and 
we have answers.

NKLWMP was formed in 
2015 with the goal of improving 
the understanding of how small- 
and medium-sized watersheds in 
the Kootenay region behave in a 
changing climate, especially in 
conditions for high and low extremes 
in precipitation. NKLWMP monitors 
precipitation and temperature, the 
flows of seven streams, and snow 
depth and density at two high 
elevation sites. A third site will be 
installed in 2018. 

Because many communities 
are located near smaller streams, 

Special equipment helps researchers 
discover secrets in the snowpack

and many people draw their water 
from such systems, understanding 
how these streams are responding 
to climate change is an important 
land-use and policy issue.

The snowpack at high elevations 
both affects and is affected by 
climatic conditions. Snow cover 
helps regulate the exchange of 
heat between Earth’s surface and 
the atmosphere, and variations in 
snow cover can affect regional 
weather patterns. Changes in the 
snowpack and the resulting spring 
melt affect the water supplies and 
quality downstream. The information 
gathered from sampling the core of 
the snowpack, in addition to basic 
climate data such as temperature and 
precipitation, can help researchers 
predict stream flow volume, freshet 
timing, low-flow duration and flood 
potential.

The information about the upper-
elevation snowpack is collected by 
volunteers using snow tubes, which 
measure snow depth and water 
content to determine snow density. 
Snow tubes are rather cumbersome 
– they consist of six segments with a 
cumulative length of 4.6 metres (15 
feet) and weighing nine kilograms 
(20 lbs). A special wrench and 
scale are also needed to take the 

measurements. 
Five or six times between January 

and mid-spring, volunteers on skis 
pack the snow tubes into high-
elevation sites on the east and west 
side of north Kootenay Lake. The 
measurements only take a few hours 
to complete, but accessing the sites 
involves a two-day commitment. 

Before FortisBC’s investment 
that will provide one set of snow 
tubes, the equipment was borrowed 
from Selkirk College and shared 
with the provincial government. This 
arrangement fit into the group’s small 
budget but meant that volunteers 
often had to haul the snow tubes up 
and down the mountains on their 
backs. 

“Snow tubes are quite large and 
awkward to transport,” said Hiebert. 
“Volunteers can now leave the 
snow tubes up at a cabin instead of 
bringing them back when needed by 
the government or Selkirk College.”

The collected information 
will help government and private 
organizations plan and implement 
adaptive strategies in response to a 
changing climate.

For more information on 
the program or to inquire about 
volunteering, email nklwmp@
gmail.com.

NKLWMP will use a new snow tube purchased with support from FortisBC’s Community Investment program to collect core samples from 
snowpacks in the North Kootenay watershed that will be analyzed by hydrologists. 
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Professional fitting, expert service.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

www.vincedevito.com

www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD

Great selection, lots of sizes.
Hurry in for best selection.

Spring is here and we are ready.  New arrivals and exciting new styles!
Romika, Aravon, Dunham and Rockport

submitted
In 2016, Columbia Basin 

Trust set out to help residents 
lead a more active and healthy 
lifestyle by increasing access 
to high quality recreation 

CBT provides $3 million for recreation infrastructure projects
places and spaces. In this 
last intake of its three-year 
Recreation Infrastructure 
Grants program, 53 new 
projects were approved for 
over $3 million. 

The program provided 
funds to construct new 
recreation infrastructure 
o r  u p g r a d e  e x i s t i n g 
infrastructure. This ranged 
from backcountry trail 

networks, to splash parks, to 
disc golf courses. 

With this program ending, 
the Trust will continue 
supporting sport and physical 
activity in the region in other 

The Nakusp and Area Bike Society will add a wooden boardwalk to the Mount Abriel Trail Network Development’s Lake Trail thanks to support from a Columbia 
Basin Trust Recreation Infrastructure Grant.

ways. For example, the Trust 
is currently developing a 
new program focusing on 
recreation areas and trails, 
and new initiatives for youth 
in sport. Watch for upcoming 
announcements.

Recently funded projects 
in our area:

T h e  S l o c a n  P a r k 
Community Hall Society: 
$42,000 to upgrade its current 
playground by installing 
new equipment, renew the 
surfacing, as well as add new 
perimeter fencing. When 
complete, the playground will 
provide a safe and innovative 
play space for children ages 
two to 12.

Nakusp and Area Bike 
Society: $52,700 for work 
on the Mount Abriel Trail 
Network Development, 
which offers a variety of 
biking choices. One of these 
is the Lake Trail, which will 
soon feature a new wooden 
boardwalk. Close to the 
development’s campground 
and main staging area, the 
boardwalk will cross a deep 
gully and keep this wide, 
gentle trail suitable for trail 
users of all abilities.

The Arrow Lakes Cross 
Country Ski Club: $2,800 to 
upgrade sections of the trails 
at the Wensley Creek cross-
country ski area.

School District 10 (Arrow 
Lakes): $30,000 to install an 
indoor climbing facility in 
Nakusp Secondary School for 
use by students and residents 
of Nakusp and surrounding 
area.

The Slocan ATV Club: 
$56,250 to rehabilitate the 
rail trail from Summit Lake 
to Rosebery and construct a 
moto-bypass as an alternate 
route for portions of the trail.

Kaslo Golf Club:  $4,700 
to build junior tee boxes to 
improve accessibility for 
more players.

Kaslo Outdoor Recreation 
and Trails Society: $28,000 to 
upgrade existing recreational 
trails and further develop, 
rehabilitate and improve 
the network of trails in and 
around Kaslo.

Village of Silverton: 
$20,250 to install outdoor 
exercise  equipment  to 
enhance the health and well-
being of the residents of 
Silverton.

by Jan McMurray
Edgewood will have a 

new water system by summer 
of 2019 at the latest, according 
to a staff report presented 
at the March RDCK board 
meeting.

The  cur ren t  sys tem 
consists of two groundwater 
wells with no treatment. 
During freshet, Boil Water 
Notices have to be issued 
regularly due to high levels of 
turbidity.

New water system for Edgewood
WSP Canada Inc was 

awarded a $65,686 contract 
two years ago to come up 
with a viable treatment option 
for the system. Working with 
RDCK staff, they decided 
to abandon treatment plant 
options, and to drill two new 
wells on crown land, over 300 
metres away from possible 
groundwater contamination 
sources. The wells were drilled 
in January, and have been 
assessed and completed.

W S P  h a s  a l s o 
provided the RDCK with 
a report recommending the 
construction of a new booster 
station, a new pump house, and 
a new reservoir, complete tie-
ins, and provide for back-up 
power. The staff report says the 
reservoir will be big enough 
“to handle future fire flows.” 

The estimated cost to 
complete the design and 
construction of the new system 
is $1.6 million. BC Hydro has 

committed $1.5 million to 
upgrading the system.

The RDCK board agreed 
to hire WSP to complete the 
design and engineering for 
$112,095.

WSP expects to have the 
design ready for tender in June, 
with construction beginning 
this season. The project should 
be substantially complete by 
fall/ winter 2018 with final 
completion in late spring/ early 
summer 2019.

by Jan McMurray
The pleasant surprise at 

the RDCK budget meeting for 
Nakusp and Area K was that 
RDCK taxes are going down 
compared to last year. In the 
draft budget presented, there 
is a 7.36% decrease for Area 
K and a 2.55% decrease for 
Village residents. 

The budget meeting took 
place on March 5 in Nakusp 
council chambers.

This year, there will 
be a decrease in taxes for 
Emergency Planning, the 
cemetery, animal control, 
refuse, fire protection, and 
the arena.

Increases will be seen 
in general administration, 

Nakusp and Area K residents see decrease in RDCK taxes
building inspection, planning 
and  l and  use ,  t r ans i t , 
emergency communications 
911, and the library.

The increase in general 
administration is mainly 
because a prior surplus has 
been used up. In building 
inspection, two new people 
will be hired this year in 
anticipation of upcoming 
retirements. This service is 
funded approximately 50% by 
taxation and 50% by permit 
fees.

A Village of Nakusp 
resident with a $250,000 
home will pay $484.02 in 
RDCK taxes. The three most 
expensive services are the 
arena ($212.89), the library 

($49.76) and transit ($48.60).
A Rural Nakusp resident 

with a $250,000 home will 
have an RDCK tax bill of 
$614.94. The biggest chunk 
goes to the Arena ($212.89), 
followed by fire protection 
($125.50) and the library 
($49.76).

An Edgewood resident 
with a $250,000 home will 
have a $361.17 RDCK tax bill. 
The most expensive service is 
street lighting ($101.99). The 
distant second and third most 
expensive services are the fire 
brigade ($39.48) and Rural 
Administration ($37.72).

In Burton, the owner 
of a $250,000 home will 
have a $259.59 RDCK tax 

bill. The most expensive 
service is the Burton Hall 
($59.54), followed by Rural 
Administration ($37.72), and 
refuse (31.21).

A Fauquier resident with 
a $250,000 home will pay 
$382.71 in RDCK taxes. 
Of those tax dollars, the 
Fauquier fire brigade will 
receive $103.49; the hall will 
receive $69.52; and Rural 
Administration will receive 
$37.72.

Property assessments 
went up in Nakusp by 5.01% 
(from $23,147,286 in 2017 
to $24,307,561 in 2018) 
and in Area K by 5.91% 
($37,255,569 in 2017 and 
$39,457,190 in 2018).
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order to Valley Voice, 

Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Easter Chocolates are now in! Shop 
early before they hop away...

Easter Hours: Open Saturday, March 31. 
Closed Good Friday, Easter Sunday & Monday

Happy Easter to All!

Since 1986

Scarlett’s Electric (250)353-2563
Jaeden Woodland (250)366-4316

Energy Tips...
If you’re connected to the grid and 
generate micro-hydro or photovoltaic 
electricity, the power you produce will 
save the 5 to 10 percent of the energy 
that is lost in long transmission lines just 
getting it to our communities.  Homeowner 
generated power is just like energy 
conservation because it reduces the need 
for more utility generation and powerlines.

Kaslo Outdoor Recreation and Trails 
Society (KORTS) is seeking application 
for a Trail Coordinator on a contract 
basis. The position has a scope of 280 
hours @$30/hr. 
View the position Expectations 
and Qualifications on our website 
at kaslotrailblazers.org or contact Stu 
Heard at heardstuart@gmail.com

CORRECTION
The amount of the grant the 

Langham will receive from the CBT 
Arts and Culture Venue Program 
was misprinted in the last issue. The 
Langham will receive $22,000, not 
$422,000.

CORRECTION
In the article, ‘Campaign to 

protect Argenta-Johnson’s Landing 
Face ramps up’ in our March 8 
issue, we printed the email address 
and website address incorrectly. 
The correct contact information is: 
www.willetwildernessforever.ca and 
info@willetwildernessforever.ca

submitted
The Village of Kaslo will receive 

up to $910,000 from the federal 
Strategic Priorities Fund (gas tax 
program) for the expansion of 
the community sewage collection 
system in and around the commercial 
core. The grant will cover 100% of 
the project cost.

The project will see pipes laid 
in the ground along the lane which 

Kaslo to receive $910,000 for sewer expansion
runs from the Royal Canadian 
Legion to the Village of Kaslo 
campground, to service properties 
between A Avenue, B Avenue, 2nd 
Street, and 5th Street. Connections 
to the properties will be possible 
once the Liquid Waste Management 
Plan (LWMP) process is completed 
and new bylaws are created for the 
expansion, the CAO explained.

Mayor Suzan Hewat says that 
this financial aid is extremely timely 
and welcomed. “As Kaslo moves 
forward, we must provide levels 
of service in keeping with our 
Official Community Plan (2011) 
and Sustainability Strategy (2014),” 
she said. 

The infrastructure upgrade will 
complement the renovated City 
Hall National Historic Site, and is 
in keeping with the Village’s intent 
to provide better infrastructure 
to the commercial core, thereby 
enhancing business, institutional, 
and residential land uses that will 
contribute to Kaslo’s livability and 
services. 

The mayor points out that the 
project responds to the outcomes 
of the Liquid Waste Management 
Plan (LWMP), which has been 
underway over the last four years. 
The planning process has been led 
by a community steering committee 
with the assistance of a dedicated 
advisory committee, and TRUE 
Consulting has the contract to 
complete the plan. It is now in its 
third stage and is being readied for 
public review and comment in the 
spring.

Mayor Hewat encourages all 

resident and business members of 
the community to participate in the 
public consultation opportunities 
coming soon. CTQ Consultants 
has been retained to facilitate a 
public consultation and engagement 
program, starting late March and 
running through to June or July. 

Submission of the LWMP to the 
Province is scheduled for September 

2018. Completion of the plan will 
not commit the municipality to any 
works or financial investment. An 
approved LWMP, however, will 
strengthen chances of securing 
government funding for the project 
in future. 

The mayor is keenly aware of the 
environmental and public health risk 
that is potentially posed by Kaslo’s 

on-site septic systems, and the 
challenges associated with repairing 
or replacing private systems in 
some areas of the community. “As 
a lakeside community, we must 
take the most responsible action 
towards wastewater treatment. 
Having access to external funds will 
help us do it right and as soon as the 
time is right,” she said. 

by Jan McMurray
The Kootenay Lake Historical 

Society (KLHS) and the Kaslo & 
Area Chamber of Commerce have 
hired a shared administrator, who 
will work out of a newly created 
office space in the Visitor Centre at 
the Moyie.

The new arrangement is 
creating some controversy. An 
extraordinary general meeting was 
called by petition to address people’s 
concerns, and the KLHS AGM was 
somewhat contentious.

John Addison is president of 
both KLHS and the Chamber. 
“I want to stress that we need to 
give this a try,” Addison said in 
an interview. “If we can prove 
that we’re promoting the ship and 
the Visitor Centre, everyone will 
realize that we are working toward 
the best for both organizations. We 
need a chance to prove that we can 
do this and we are supporting both 
organizations, and certainly for those 
KLHS members who are skeptical, 
we need to prove to them that this 
will work.”

A d d i s o n  s a i d  t h e  t w o 
organizations are working on a 
Memorandum of Understanding 

Kaslo Chamber and Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society join forces at the Moyie and Visitor Centre

(MOU) to clearly define the 
association between them. He said 
KLHS continues to hold the contract 
with Destination BC to run the 
Visitor Centre.

The two organizations will hire 
a carpenter and share the cost of the 
new 8x10 office space, which will 
consist of two pony walls. One of the 
walls will display brochures.

Addison says they are “moving 
things around” and making more 
efficient use of the space at the 
Visitor Centre. “We’ve opened up 
the space on the north side, so now 
there’s more space for bus groups to 
come in and get organized to start 
their tour,” he said.

Karen Weaver, the new shared 
administrator, will also take on the 
position of Visitor Centre Manager, 
Addison said, and Terri Jenkins 
will be returning as KLHS/ Visitor 
Centre Supervisor.

Each organization would like to 
hire a student for July and August – 
one for the Visitor Centre and one for 
the Moyie. Addison says they’d also 
like to create a student interpreter 
position for a university student, 
who could work for four months. 
The student interpreter would create 

an interpretive program and lead 
tours of the ship. Addison added that 
all student positions are dependent 
on funding.

Addison says they are very 
pleased to have had such high 
caliber applicants for the shared 
administrator job.  Weaver ’s 
background is in marketing and 
sales. She and her partner, Stefano, 
who is now Kaslo Hotel manager, 
worked at Sun Peaks Resort before 
deciding to leave the corporate 
world.

submitted
The Langham Cultural Society 

has been awarded a $22,000 grant 
from the Columbia Basin Trust 
(CBT) under their new Arts and 
Culture Venue grants program. The 
grant is part of a $31,000 project 
to upgrade the Langham theatre’s 
aging equipment.

Langham Executive Director 
Paul Grace-Campbell says, “We 
are thrilled that CBT has joined 

us to bring the theatre’s technical 
capacity into the 21st century. 
Much of our equipment is old, 
ancient even, and has been holding 
us back.”

Among other improvements, 
the project will install professional 
lighting, audio and video equipment, 
providing the capacity to record and 
mix live sound ‘off the floor’ plus 
the ability to live stream high-
quality audio and video straight 

Langham receives $22,000 from Columbia Basin Trust
from the theatre to the internet  once 
the theatre gets hooked up to KiN 
fibre later this year.

“This will expand our reach and 
help create potential new revenue 
streams, wider audiences, and 
greater exposure for the Langham, 
and for the Village of Kaslo,” says 
Grace-Campbell. “We’re pretty 
darned excited about it, and very 
grateful to CBT for helping make 
it happen!”

The Langham Cultural Society has been awarded a $22,000 grant from the Columbia Basin Trust (CBT). 
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Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details • valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Bereavement Journal Program
 

Dates:  March 28 - May 2nd  Wednesdays
Time:  10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Place:  Arrow Lakes Alliance Church
Cost:   $35 (deadline for registration March 23)
Facilitators:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. and 
 Alice Watson M.Ed. (Couns. Psych)
No experience in writing or art required.  
Sponsored by the Nakusp Hospice Society

Considering Community 
Service? 
Consider 
Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi for Details: 
250-265-0002

Arrow Lakes 
Historical Society

Annual General Meeting
Friday April 6th

2 pm
ALHS Archives office

92 6th Ave Nakusp
New Members Welcome!

SADDLE 
MOUNTAIN 

DENTAL CLINIC

— Office Vacation —

We will be 
closed Thursday 

March 22, 
2018 and reopen 

Wednesday 
April 11, 2018 at 

10:00 am

Burton Community 
Association

Projects For Tender
The Burton Community Association is seeking 
person/persons for the following Projects.

Burton Historical Camp Ground

•  Renovations of showers
•  Installation of outdoor dishwashing station
•  Repair to concrete floor of the Gazebo
•  Installation of split rail cedar fencing

Burton Community Hall

•  Renovation of front entrance foyer
•  New enclosure for the emergency generator

For more detailed information regarding 
projects to be performed, please email 
requests to the following email:

bca@burtoncity.ca Attn.Howard

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

MEET ABBY-PLUM!
Abby-Plum is a long haired female cat, with 
beautiful tortoise shell colouring. She is 
healthy, spayed and ready for her forever 
home. Abby-Plum is very sweet, very so-
cial and loves being with people! Please 
call PALS at 250-265-3792 if you can 
welcome this lovely lady into your home.

by Claire Paradis
• Mayor Hamling opened the 

meeting with the comment that 
the early months of 2018 were 
busy with staff trying to keep taxes 
down as they prepared the year’s 
budget. Hamling also said it was a 
shame there was only one member 
of the public present this year for 
the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay budget meeting held in 
Nakusp on March 5. Highlights of 
Nakusp’s capital budget are below.

• Councillor Tom Zeleznik gave 
a report from the recent Chamber of 
Commerce meeting, where efforts 
are focused on an applying for the 
Municipal and Regional District Tax 
(MRDT) Program in partnership 
with the Slocan District Chamber 
of Commerce. If the application 
to the Province is approved, any 
accommodator with four or more 
units would add an extra 2% tax onto 
customers’ bills. The funds raised by 
this tax would be used for tourism 
marketing of the Upper Arrow 
Lakes and Slocan Valleys. A new 
non-profit society, the Arrow Slocan 
Tourism Association, has been 
formed to apply for the program and 
will manage the funds if approved.

• Councillor Zeleznik also 
encouraged people to take the 
Nakusp and Area Development 
Board’s online survey about rental 
housing. The survey is on the NADB 
website, and Zeleznik said he would 
make sure there are paper copies 
available for people at a public 
location, such as the library. 

•  Counc i l  amended  the 
NACFOR Legacy Fund Bylaw 
to remove the five-year time limit 
on fund sharing with Area K. The 
limitation was initially placed on the 
funds because Area K Director Paul 
Peterson wasn’t sure there would be 
Area K projects beyond five years, 
said Mayor Hamling. Area K has 
put their 25% portion of the funds 
into projects such as the fire halls 
in Edgewood and Fauquier, and 
it looks like they’ll find a use for 
the funds in future. The first three 
readings of the amendment bylaw 
passed. 

• The council remuneration 
increases presented at the last 
meeting were adopted. This year, 
the mayor will receive $13,158 and 
councillors will receive $6,579 to 
cover costs associated with their 
duties, and future increases will be 
in line with cost of living increases. 

• A Healthcare Travelling 
Roadshow is coming to Nakusp 
Secondary School on May 11 to 
encourage students to consider 
health care professions.

Nakusp council, March 12: Capital budget outlined
2018 capital budget

• CAO Laurie Taylor presented 
the preliminary 2018 capital budget 
with the statement off the top that 
there would be no tax increases in 
2018 due to capital expenses. All 
capital costs will be covered by 
revenues coming from the gas tax, 
capital reserves put aside every 
year to replace aging equipment 
and infrastructure, and other 
funding sources, including RDCK 
contributions. 

Inventory mapping of the 
Village’s capital assets has been 
done as part of the Capital Assets 
Plan, a requirement for infrastructure 
grants. Taylor said the asset mapping 
is an invaluable tool and will be 
the basis for budgets in the years 
to come. 

The CAO mentioned that 
the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities has funding for a 
Peer to Peer Training program that 
will bring municipalities together 
to brainstorm and share resources. 

Administration is asking for 
a new phone system, as the one 
currently serving the Village office 
has several issues, including a non-
functional intercom. It is clumsy in 
terms of retrieving messages, and 
has no more room for additional 
phone lines, so replacing it is the 
administration’s top priority. The 
cost is $8,500 and will come from 
the capital reserve.

The Downtown Revitalization 
Plan will be coming back to the 
public before any decisions will 
be made, and there are strong 
granting possibilities to the tune of 
$1 million for the project, including 
gas tax and NACFOR Legacy Fund 
funding. Recreation and Parks 
Director Terry Welsh reported that 
the storm sewers have been mapped 
and are in the roadway, so they 
likely won’t interfere with the 
Downtown Revitalization Plan. A 
camera will be sent into the sewers 
to determine what shape they’re in 
and to confirm their location. He said 
the replacement of sidewalks will be 
paid for with gas tax funds. 

The equipment priorities for 
2018 are a sander-spreader at 
$15,000, and a mower for $42,000 
to be funded from the equipment 
reserve. Public Works needs $16,300 
from the capital reserve to cover 
the engineering costs of replacing 
the storm water culvert on 1st Ave. 

The fire department will take $2,400 
out of its reserves to purchase a new 
training mannequin, as the old one 
is falling apart and “got caught in a 
few fires,” according to Councillor 
Zeleznik. 

Arena/ Parks projects carried 
over from last year include the 
arena backflow preventer ($10,000), 
Nakusp Cemetery entrance signage 
($5,000), a new gazebo for the 
Spicer Garden on the waterfront 
($30,000), and the removal and 
replacement of the old Rotary 
Playground in the Village Park, 
which doesn’t meet Canadian safety 
standards ($60,000). This project is 
contingent on grant funding. The 
two new Arena/ Parks projects this 
year’s budget are the installation of 
five bear-proof garbage cans as part 
of the Bear Aware program at a cost 
of $7,500 from the gas tax reserve; 
and replacement of the fencing at 
the waterfront Japanese garden at a 
cost of $5,000 from the Community 
Works (gas tax) reserve. 

Mayor Hamling made it clear 
that the Nakusp Hot Springs will 
have its own budget sheet, much 
like sewer and water, now that it 
is bringing in revenue. So, all hot 
springs projects in the 2018 budget 
will be paid for from hot springs 
reserves. These include a new 
counter that will accommodate an 
additional electronic till ($12,000), 
and a new lobby coffee bar and 
tables ($7,500 – and no, the coffee 
bar won’t face into the pools). There 
is $5,500 in the budget for a chalet 
water feed separator, to separate the 
water feed to the chalets from the 
hot springs. Repairs are needed to 
the campground fence ($35,000) 
and washrooms, including replacing 
deteriorating sinks and counters 
($7,500) and repairs to a grounding 
fault ($5,000). 

The priority for the capital budget 
for the water system are water main 
replacements on Alexander Road 
and Nakusp Road East ($251,260 
from Clean Water/ Wastewater 
grant and utility fund), and putting 
the Nakusp Road East booster 
pump station aboveground ($11,150 
from utility fund). The Kuskanax 
water and sewer extension up the 
north road will continue in 2018 

($200,340). Funding is from the 
utility fund and a loan that will be 
paid by the 20-year local service 
area parcel tax. 

The funds for the Village office 
telephone system, the Spicer Garden 
arbour replacement, the Nakusp Hot 
Springs front counter renovations, 
lobby coffee bar table and chairs, 
Chalet water feed separation, and 
the campground washroom ground 
fault repair were approved at the 
March 12 meeting in advance of the 
final budget. 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIESANNOUNCEMENTS COMING EVENTS

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

ADVERTISING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

TOWING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

CLASSIFIED ADS

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
CFNKLS GRANT CYCLE for 2018. 
$44,000 available to Registered Charities 
and other qualified donees in Kaslo and 
Area D. Application forms and guidelines 
available at nklcommunityfund.org 
Application deadline Friday, April 27, 
2018. General information 250-353-7600.
LEGALIZATION IS COMING. 
We have Slocan Valley outdoor seeds 
(frosty finishers). Spring Sale on now. 
Grassrootsseeds.com.
THINK SPRING! Egg-Cetera Feed now 
taking chick orders. 250-226-7034.
SINGLE PARENT HOMESCHOOLING 
YOUTH for medical reasons not able to seek 
employment. Your refundable bottles and 
cans will help! Call for pickups/ drop-offs. 
Tues.-Thurs. Noon-4 pm. 250-352-9916.

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

C A L L I N G  A L L  V E N D O R S /
CRAFTERS: Used or new items – truck 
or table - Tailgate Flea Market on May 12 at 
the Slocan Park Community Hall. Sell from 
your truck or bring table. For more info and 
application, email slocanparkhall@gmail.
com or call Bonny at 250-354-7596.

all Slocan Valley businesses, organizations, 
groups and individuals to enter to win 
cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in 
two categories: adults and kids. Coaching 
available. Don’t miss out on the fun! All 
ages and abilities, and all kinds of music 
welcome. Registration forms available at 
New Market Foods and www.slocanlake.
com. Registration period: April 14-May 5. 
Hosted by the Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce. More info: 250-226-7967 or 
www.slocanlake.com
THE CHAMBER OF MINES of Eastern 
BC will be hosting an Open House on 
Saturday March 24, 2018 from 11 am – 3 
pm. We will have coffee, tea and snacks so 
come on in for a visit and learn about our 
area’s rich history and see our samples. 215 
Hall St., Nelson, BC phone 250-352-5242.
CHAMBER OF MINES of Eastern BC 
Annual Banquet: Saturday, March 24, 
2018 Prestige Lakeside Resort. Mixer at 5 
pm and dinner at 6 pm. Tickets are $40/ea. 
Advance tickets at the chamber, 215 Hall 
St., Nelson, phone 250-352-5242. Auction 
donations appreciated.
INTER-GENERATIONAL COOKING 
IS BACK!  Presented by CBAL & 

WEGCSS. All ages cook and eat together. 
Work with local guest experts to create great 
new tastes, learn about eating healthy on a 
budget and exploring recipes that you can 
bring home to your family. On Wednesday, 
April 4, we’ll plant the garden together and 
make starts to take home, then use last years 
harvest to make a ‘witches brew’ to keep 
the whole family healthy! Expect to have 
your taste buds excited with snacking! Look 
forward to exploring dairy making, wild 
harvesting, cooking from the garden, proper 
preparation techniques and delicious feasts!! 
The program runs for ten Wednesdays from 
5-7 pm at WEG Community Service Society 
in Slocan. To register & for more info, call 
WEGCSS at 250-355-2484.
T U E S D AY  A P R I L 1 2  F I L M 
SCREENING of The Change Agents at the 
Silverton Memorial Hall, 7 pm. Exclusive 
engagement of an independent film created 
by Nelson students and professional 
filmmakers. A local, fictional story about 
environmental issues and kids who work to 
solve them. Hosted by executive producer 
JoAnne Lowell and the Slocan Lake Gallery 
Society, supported by BC Arts Council. 
Admission by donation.

CALL FOR VENDORS

SLOCAN MASONIC LODGE meets 
at Knox Hall at 7:30 pm in New Denver: 
March 23, April 27, May 28, June 22, 
August 24, September 28, October 26, 
November 23. Every fourth Friday. Picnic 
in Sandon July 28 at 4:30 pm. In December, 
we meet with the Nakusp Lodge, December 
8. Interested new members contact: 
dtstore@telus.net. 
LUCKY ST. PADDY’S DAY FLEA 
MARKET – We’re organizing a spring 
flea market on March 17 at the old Silverton 
General Store (Bigway). Come sell your 
items! Anything from your closet clean-out 
steals, to artisan products or baked goods. 
All will be considered gold at the end of this 
rainbow! Tables cost $20, to reserve please 
call Danika at 250-358-2284.
GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER! THE 
BIG AIR BAND/LIP SYNC CONTEST 
is coming May 19 (May Days Saturday) 
to the Silverton Memorial Hall. Calling on 
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

CLASSIFIED ADS

HEALTH

FOR RENT

NOTICES

FOR SALE

PETS

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

DROP-IN CLAY CLASSES at Artel 
Studios in New Denver. The studio will 
be open to aspiring clay artists every 
Monday 1:30-3:30. Show up or call Ellie 
250-358-2689.
SLOCAN VALLEY  ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
Scheduled Meeting Dates: Thursdays, 
May 10 at 6 pm, July 26 at 7 pm, October 
25 at 6 pm. In Slocan council chambers, at 
the Village Office, 503 Slocan St. unless 
posted otherwise. All meetings are open to 
the public. For more information: 250-226-
0064/ slocanvalleyedc@gmail.com.
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM Bottle Drive - Saturday, 
April 7, 2018 from 9:30-1:00. Pick-up from 
Slocan Park to to Slocan City. Call ahead 
for large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank 
you for your support.
WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE: 
Join us Thursday, April 19 for Earth Day 
activities for children from 2-3 pm at the 
school (5614 Hwy 6, Winlaw). Meet the 
teachers and Principal from 3:30-5 pm. 
Accepting Kindergarten and multi-aged 
elementary applications for the 2018/19 
school year. Financial support available. 
For more info call 250-226-7737, email 
wholeschool@gmail.com or visit www.
wholeschool.ca.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ 
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325 
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
DRAFTING TABLES/ SHELVING 
UNITS – Come check them out at the 

COMING EVENTS Valley Voice office. 250-358-7218.
DEVASTATING! TOTAL LOSS! 
Wildfire has no mercy. Firehawks all-steel 
rooftop sprinklers. No tools required. 
Garden hose hookup. 250-365-6887.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

Sing HU for CALMNESS, protection, 
healing and perspective. It’s for people of 
all faiths, traditions and practices. Check 
out eckankar-bc.ca/husong.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: 
New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build 
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at 
www.proudofmydog.ca

DOG CARE NEEDED for two small dogs 
for 2-4 weeks in New Denver. Dogs can be 
at sitter’s home or dog owner’s home. 509-
701-6139 or sakuraazzopardi@gmail.com.

Like us on Facebook and keep up-to-date on everything Rec! @slocanvalleyrec
Indoor Golf For Kids & Adults: Wed evenings, Apr 4-25, Winlaw Elementary Gym. 
Call for more info!.
Drama Playshops For Kids: Ages 6+. Mon’s, Apr 9-May 14, Slocan Park Hall, $89. 
Financial assistance available.
Veggie Garden Planning: Sun, Apr 8, 10:30am – 12:00pm, Threads Guild, $25.
Basic Linocut Printmaking: Wed’s, Apr 11-May 9, 6:30- 9:00pm, Crescent Valley 
Hall, $120.
Clown’s Cauldron (A Drama Class For Adults): Thur’s 7:00-8:30pm, Apr 12-May 
17, Bindhu Studio Winlaw, $99.
Figure Studies: Sat’s, April 7-28, 1:00-3:30pm, Slocan Park Hall, $52 or $16 drop-in.
Barre Class & Yoga: Wed mornings Apr 4-June 6, Slocan Park Hall. Register for 
both and get 10% discount.
Little Tots & Pre- Ballet: Ages 1(walking) to 8 yrs. Thur’s, Session 1: April 5-May 
10. Session 2: May 17-June 21, Slocan Park Hall. $48 per session. Financial assistance 
available.
Easter Egg Hunt: Ages 1-6 yrs. Sun Mar 25, 11am-1pm. Lunch included. Passmore 
Hall. Please pre-register so we can be prepared for the numbers. Free!
Coffee Time With Nelson Public Library Outreach: Spring schedule is the third 
Tuesday of April, May and June, 10am -12:00pm, Slocan Park Hall. Good coffee, 

NEW OFFICE HOURS: TUESDAY - FRIDAY, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

WANTED

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA

VALLEY VOICE 
ADS WORK WHILE 

YOU SLEEP

submitted
The Columbia Kootenay Cultural 

Alliance (CKCA) invites members of 
the arts and culture community in the 
Columbia Basin to join its volunteer 
steering committee. 

Steering committee members are 
elected for two-year terms and represent 
the broader needs of arts and cultural 
sectors in the Basin rather than individual 
arts or cultural organizations, or the 
communities in which they live. 

Nominees to the steering committee 
must have a strong background in arts 
or culture, should have experience in 
working on boards/ committees and 

must understand the needs and issues of 
the sector in order to develop funding 
programs/ policies and adjudicate 
proposals. Members are expected to 
attend at least two steering committee 
meetings and one to two arts council 
adjudications per year in various 
locations in the Basin. 

Nominees to the CKCA steering 
committee do not have to be members 
of any organizations, but must be 
nominated by a local community arts 
council.  

Currently, community arts councils 
eligible for nominating representatives to 
the steering committee include (among 
others) Arrow Lakes, North Kootenay 
Lake, Slocan Lake and Slocan Valley. 

For more information on the 
nomination process, please contact your 
local arts council or call CKCA at 1-877-
505-7355. For more information on 
CKCA, please visit www.basinculture.
com. Deadline for arts council 
nominations is 5 pm PDT, Monday, 
April 9, 2018.

CKCA calls for steering committee members

Next 
Valley Voice 

Deadline:
March 30, 

2018



The Valley Voice   March 22, 201822

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Winter Hours!
Wednesday to Saturday

10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday - Tuesday

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
11:30 AM - 8 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
REALTOR®

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

submitted
The Office of the Auditor General 

of British Columbia has released a 
new information report, ‘Observations 
on the BC Utilities Commission’.

The BCUC is responsible for 
regulating some of the biggest 
companies, including BC Hydro, 
FortisBC and ICBC, which provide 
services to almost all residents in the 
province.

“Utility companies tend to be 
monopolies because they are large and 
have expensive infrastructure, and so 
an effective regulator is in the interest 
of all residents,” said Auditor General 
Carol Bellringer. 

Regulators provide transparent 
oversight of the utilities’ activities 
to balance the interests between 
ratepayers and utilities.

Government established task 

Auditor General highlights risks to Utilities Commission’s effectiveness
forces in 2013 and 2014 to identify 
risks to the commission’s effectiveness 
and make recommendations for 
improvement. Bellringer’s team 
has identified many of the same 
risks as the task force, and the 
report highlights five of them: 
the commission’s independence; 
review of large projects; the clarity 
of policy guidance; capacity; and 
the effectiveness of processes and 
performance.

As one of the task forces noted, 
government sets energy policy, 
defines the commission’s mandate 
and directs the commission on specific 
matters. However, when government 
gives direction, it should not dictate 
specific outcomes or intrude on 
the commission’s consideration of 
individual applications. Even in 
cases where government chooses 

to make final decisions itself, the 
commission can provide independent 
expert review to help ensure that 
key decisions are well informed and 
transparent.

“Given that government already 
knows how it can use the commission 
more effectively, we encourage 

government to clarify its intentions 
regarding the outstanding task force 
recommendations,” Bellringer said.

G o v e r n m e n t  c r e a t e d  t h e 
commission in 1980 to provide 
oversight by considering both the 
short- and long-term interests of 
ratepayers, as well as the financial 

viability of regulated companies. Over 
the years, government has committed 
to strengthening and protecting the 
independence and credibility of the 
commission.

The full report is available on the 
Office of the Auditor General website, 
www.bcauditor.com.

submitted
Bri t ish  Columbia’s  publ ic 

engagement to help shape the referendum 
on how BC votes wrapped up February 
28 with more input collected than in any 
public engagement in the province’s 
history. Over the course of three months, 
the public engagement website received 
more than 180,000 site visits, with over 
88,000 questionnaires completed. 

Input gathered will inform a 
report by the Attorney General, with 

Electoral reform engagement closes with record input
recommendations for the referendum. 
The final piece of the engagement 
process includes work being done by 
an Indigenous liaison, which should 
be completed in the coming weeks. 
The report will be posted on the public 
engagement website later this spring and 
presented to cabinet for decision.

Details will then be announced, 
including the referendum date, campaign 
period, campaign rules and ballot 
question(s). 

The referendum will be conducted 
through a mail-in ballot, with results 
binding at 50%+1 of the vote 
provincewide. If a new voting system is 
approved, legislation will be introduced 
in time for any provincial election held 
after July 1, 2021. While the online 
questionnaire is now closed, visit the 
How We Vote public engagement 
website for information about different 
voting systems: engage.gov.bc.ca/
howwevote/.
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WHY...?
A former local politician 

answers readers’ questions about 
how local government works. Submit 
your questions to valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca with ‘Dear Gary’ in 
the subject line. Depending on the 
level of interest and available space 
in the paper, this could become an 
irregular column.
by Gary Wright

Why is nobody from the village 
answering my questions about 
the wisdom of some of its recent 
decisions? I post them regularly on 
Facebook’s Community Bulletin 
Board.

Dear Reader: There could be 
many reasons why village staff or 
council members haven’t replied to 
your public questions. Maybe they 
are not fans of Facebook governance. 
Maybe they don’t read everything 
that is said about them. 

What is for certain is that staff is 
not supposed to ever comment on the 
wisdom (or lack thereof) of council 
decisions, though good employees 
go out of their way to answer any 
questions you may have about how 

something works. On request, they 
must provide you with the official 
background on any matter of public 
record. There is no cost to view the 
records in person, but there can be 
a fee for getting electronic or paper 
copies. 

As far as council goes, only the 
mayor is empowered to speak on 
its behalf – so councillors would 
not formally reply to you even if 
they wanted to. There is no legal 
requirement for anyone to ever 
respond to questions such as yours, 
although most local governments will 
reply to any written correspondence 
that you make the effort to address 
specifically to them (i.e. a written 
letter). For better or worse, and with 
a few exceptions, both your letter 
and their response then become part 
of the public record.

What about wisdom? Like you, 
I appreciate it. Government seems to 
work best on those happy occasions 
when we the public and our elected 
representatives both demonstrate it.

Mayors and Regional District 
chairs are ex officio (‘by virtue of 
their official position’) members 
of any standing committees they 

establish. Don’t they also have the 
right to vote at those meetings?

D e a r  R e a d e r :  Ye s .  Yo u 
are absolutely right. Standing 
committees are charged with making 
recommendations on ongoing 
affairs like finance. As you know, 
municipal councils and district 
boards also establish dozen of other 
commissions and committees (like 
boards of variance and recreation 
commissions), and these have their 
own membership and voting rules.

Is it bad for a council member 
to declare a conflict of interest on a 
matter council is discussing?

Dear Reader: No. It is bad for 
a council member not to declare a 
conflict of interest on the matter, if 
she/he has one. A declaration is really 
a sign of honesty. By the way, if I’m 
a member of a council or a regional 
district board, nobody can keep me 
from voting even if I have a conflict 
of interest, as long as I don’t declare 
it myself. The public or governing 
body must, if it wants, seek redress 
through appeals to provincial courts 
or specific provincial agencies that 
are empowered to deal with this 
stuff.

by Jan McMurray
A young Slocan woman was 

surprised to find a small cougar in 
her shed when she arrived home from 
work at about 8:30 pm on March 3. 
The shed is attached to the house, 
which is located across the river in 
Slocan.

“I didn’t believe my eyes at first, 
but then I saw his tail,” said Shayla 
Aumack. “He was about four feet 
away from me. So I started backing 

Young cougar chased into Slocan home
up towards my grandma’s house 
next door and started yelling for my 
grandma, but she couldn’t hear me.”

Aumack says the cougar was 
about knee height.

Unfo r tuna t e ly,  Aumack’s 
roommate opened the door to see what 
the fuss was about, and Aumack’s very 
large dog ran out of the house and 
started chasing the cougar. To get away 
from the dog, the only place the cougar 
could go was into Aumack’s house.

Meanwhi l e ,  Aumack  had 
messaged her friend, Lucas, who 
lives at her grandmother’s house, and 
he had alerted Aumack’s grandmother. 
Aumack’s grandmother had made 
some phone calls asking for help, and 
Aumack had also called a friend, who 
showed up to help.

A u m a c k ’s  g r a n d m o t h e r , 
roommate, and friend went into 
the house armed with an axe and a 
hammer and tried to chase the cougar 

out. “It took about 15-20 minutes 
to get him out. He was just running 
around house… he was not happy 
about being in the house, and he was 
scared. He wasn’t aggressive – he 
didn’t try to attack anyone.”

Aumack says the only damage 
was some broken wine glasses. “He 
was pretty graceful and careful, 
considering he had three people 
chasing him,” she said.

One of the people they contacted 

by phone called the Conservation 
Officer Service, and a Conservation 
Officer called Aumack while the 
cougar was in the house. “I was on 
the phone with him when it got out,” 
she said, and they followed up with 
another phone call the next day. 

On March 8, the cougar was seen 
once on Aumack’s balcony, but hasn’t 
been seen since.

“I carry an airhorn around with me 
now,” she said.

submitted
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay (RDCK) will engage 
in a regional flood and geohazard 
risk assessment project that will 
help mitigate the risk of flood-
related disasters across the region. 
Funding for the project is provided 
by the National Disaster Mitigation 
Program (NDMP), which is funded 
by Public Safety Canada and 
Emergency Management BC.

Flood, geohazard risk assessment to reduce disaster impact 
“Natural disasters like floods 

and landslides have had devastating 
impacts on the people who live 
in communities across the region, 
and projects like [this] will help us 
mitigate those risks,” said Karen 
Hamling, chair of the RDCK board 
of Directors. “We welcome the 
opportunity to partner with the 
federal and provincial governments 
on this project.”

The review will provide the 

RDCK and its project partners – 
including nine municipalities, a 
First Nations government and three 
provincial ministries – with a full 
assessment of risks involving floods 
and geohazards across the region. 
This information will provide a gap 
analysis, helping to identify where 
more information is needed and 
a prioritized inventory of hazards 
across the region.

The RDCK sought funding 

for this project through the NDMP 
in 2016. There are four funding 
streams under the NDMP: 1) risk 
assessment, 2) flood and hazard 
mapping, 3) mitigation planning, 
and 4) investments in non-structural 
and small scale structural mitigation 
projects. 

In April 2017, the RDCK 
received approval from the NDMP 
for the first stream of funding for 
$500,000. After tendering and 
reviewing several proposals, the 
RDCK awarded the contract to 
conduct the risk assessment to BGC 

Engineering Inc., a company that 
has completed similar projects for 
other municipalities and regions in 
Western Canada and the Kootenays.

The results of the risk assessment 
will also facilitate coordination 
of information across multiple 
levels of government, particularly 
where there are overlapping areas 
of responsibility with provincial 
agencies such as the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure, 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations, and 
Emergency Management BC.

These proud kids finished sewing their own hoodies at the After School Sports and Art Initiative at WE Graham Community School. With the help of instructor Deborah 
Achleitner, they made their own patterns, cut fabric and completed all the sewing. The program also included drama, Ninja Kids and outdoor activities over three days 
weekly. New programs begin after spring break. The After School program is funded by the Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture and is available free to students from 
Winlaw and Slocan ages 6-14. The initiative helps to reduce barriers to participation and provides programming that meets the unique needs of school communities. 
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You are invited to celebrate 
World Water Day – March 24th

Photo by Lucas Jmieff

This annual event is about celebrating the important role water plays in our lives. 
This year’s theme – Nature for Water

Join us for an afternoon of films and refreshments at the Slocan Legion
Water Ceremony - The Nebi Wabo Ojibwe Water song at Slocan Lake  Beach at 11:30               
Luncheon prepared by Sinixt Smum iem Society throughout the afternoon 12:00 – 4:00

Water Films  will be viewed throughout the day
Tables available for Non-profit groups and Arts & Crafts

Funding from RDCK Discretionary Fund and CBT Sponsorship Fund 
By Donation 

Perry Ridge Water Users’ Association 250-226-7324

submitted
Although World Water Day is on 

March 22 every year, celebrations 
will take place in Slocan City on 

World Water Day Celebration: Nature for Water
March 24 to give the community a 
chance to join the organizers for an 
educational Saturday afternoon.

The event is hosted by the Perry 

Ridge Water Users Association and 
the Sinixt Smum iem Society. 

At 11:30 at the beach in Slocan 
City the celebration will start with 

Nebi Wabo, a water ceremony song, 
followed by a noon luncheon at 
the Legion, prepared by the Sinixt 
Smum iem Society. An afternoon of 
films highlighting this year’s theme – 
Nature for Water – will follow. There 
will be tables for non-profits as well 
as arts and crafts. Anyone interested 
in setting up a table should call 250-
226-7324. 

This year’s theme explores how 
people can use nature to overcome 
the water challenges of the 21st 
century. Environmental damage, 
together with climate change, is 
driving the water-related crises 
we see around the world. Floods, 
drought and water pollution are all 
made worse by degraded vegetation, 
soil, rivers and lakes. When we 
neglect our ecosystems, we make it 
harder to provide everyone with the 
water we need to survive and thrive.

Nature-based solutions have 
the potential to solve many of 
our water challenges. We need 
to do so much more with ‘green’ 
infrastructure and harmonize it 
with ‘grey’ infrastructure wherever 
possible.  Protecting forests, 
planting new forests, reconnecting 
rivers to floodplains, and restoring 

wetlands will rebalance the water 
cycle and improve human health 
and livelihoods. Wetlands play an 
essential role in water’s journey to 
your tap.

Damaged ecosystems affect 
the quantity and quality of water 
available for human consumption. 
Today, 2.1 billion people live 
without safe drinking water at home; 
affecting their health, education and 
livelihoods.

Water is an essential building 
block of life. It is more than just 
essential to quench thirst or protect 
health; water is vital for creating jobs 
and supporting economic, social, 
and human development. Today, 
more than 663 million people are 
living without a safe water supply 
close to home, spending countless 
hours queuing or trekking to distant 
sources, and coping with the health 
impacts of using contaminated water.

Canada has approximately 7% 
of the global supply of renewable 
fresh water and it’s our responsibility 
to take care of it, the organizers say.

This event is by donation with 
the help of funding from the Area 
H discretionary fund and CBT 
sponsorship fund.

submitted
The Kootenay Music Awards is 

well on its way to becoming a career 
benchmark for musicians in the area.

With over 170 submissions from 
36 distinct areas throughout the West 
and East Kootenays, it is a great 
accomplishment just to be nominated. 
Every artist nominated was eligible 
to win Artist of the Year, which 
was decided by over 2,000 votes 
from the community in a People’s 
Choice vote. Lifetime Achievement 
Award winners were chosen by 
members of the community for their 
ongoing dedication to the local music 
industry. 

The Awards night was held 
March 16 at Bloom Nightclub.

And the winners are… Best 
Electronic Song - Dekker from 
Nelson; Best Blues Song - The 
Burn Ins from Elkford; Best Pop 
Song - Emma Kade (featuring 
Terrance Richmond) from Creston; 
Best Reggae Song - The Hillties 

Kootenay Music Awards 2018 results
from Nelson; Best Roots Song - Ella 
and Talel from Nelson; Best Rock 
Song - Rainboard from Salmo; Best 
Cover Band - Heavy Airship from 
Nelson; Best Music Video - Sexton 
Blake from Rossland; Best Music 
Venue - Spiritbar at The Hume Hotel; 
Lifetime Achievement - The Pride: 
Mike (Hoola ) Paine & Sara Spicer 
Paine; Artist of the Year - Dawson 
Rutledge from Cranbrook. 

Winners will be receiving a 
variety of prizes, which may include 
recording and mixing time at Twisted 
Cable Studios or Becoming Sound 
Studio, a professional photo shoot 
with Louis Bockner Photography, 
exposure of their winning music 
video at the Civic Theatre and Vogue 
Theatre, ad time on Kootenay Co-
op Radio, instrument rental from 
Mountain Fruit Folklore Centre, or 
passes to the Calgary Folk Festival. 

To  l i s ten  to  th i s  year ’s 
winners and nominees, go to 
kootenaymusicawards.ca. 

Sexton Blake from Rossland won the award for Best Music Video.


