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by Jan McMurray
The Lemon Creek fuel spill 

trial of truck driver Danny LaSante 
and the Province of BC wrapped 
up on February 2. Justice Lisa 
Mrozinski is scheduled to deliver 
her decision on March 1 in the 
Nelson courthouse.

LaSante and the Province are 
facing charges under the Fisheries 
Act and the Environmental 
Management Act for the spill 
of 35,000 litres of jet fuel into 
Lemon Creek on July 26, 2013. 
LaSante was driving the tanker 
truck full of jet fuel to the provincial 
government’s staging area for the 
Perry Ridge wildfire at the time of 
the spill.

Executive Flight Centre was 
also an accused party when the 
trial began, but Justice Mrozinski 
granted the jet fuel supply company 
a stay of proceedings on October 30 
on the grounds that EFC’s Charter 
right to a trial within a reasonable 
time period had been breached. 
The Crown has filed an appeal of 
the stay decision, scheduled to be 
heard in April.

In final submissions February 
1 and 2, the judge heard closing 
arguments from Chris Archer, 
counsel for LaSante; James Maxwell 
and Angela Davies, counsel for the 
Province; and Crown Prosecutor 
Adrienne Switzer.

Chris Archer, counsel for 
LaSante, asked Justice Mrozinski 
to consider a stay of proceedings 
for LaSante because of the ‘pre-
charge delay’ – the lengthy delay 
between the date of the fuel spill 
(July 26, 2013) and the date the 
Crown lay charges against LaSante 
(July 2, 2016) – as well as the length 
of time between LaSante being 
charged (July 2, 2016) and the 
conclusion of the trial (February 2). 
The reasonable period to conclude 
a trial was set at 18 months in the 
‘Jordan’ Supreme Court case; in this 
case, it took 18 months and 14 days. Slocan Valley resident Marilyn Burgoon, who started the Lemon Creek fuel spill lawsuit as a private prosecution, in front of the Nelson courthouse 

on February 2, the last day of the trial.

Lemon Creek fuel spill trial: decision scheduled for March 1
Archer said that the failure to 

investigate immediately after the 
fuel spill has made it an unfair trial 
for LaSante. Measurements were 
finally taken two years after the fact, 
and the road had been remediated in 
the interim. Archer said the cause 
of the road collapse can never be 
established because no forensic 
investigation was ever done. 
Because LaSante wasn’t charged 
until three years after the incident, 
he was deprived of the opportunity 
to have an investigation done for 
himself, affecting his ability to 
prove that the road collapse was an 
Act of God.

In any case, Archer argued that 
LaSante took reasonable care in 
the circumstances. His supervisor 
at EFC instructed LaSante to look 
for Lemon Creek, and to turn left to 
get to the firefighting staging area. 
Following these directions, LaSante 
turned up Lemon Creek Road. He 
didn’t see the ‘Road closed’ or 
‘End of public maintained road’ 
signage, but he saw an open gate, 
so he thought the road was open. 
He realized at 3 km that he was on 
the wrong road, and found a spot 
to turn around at 6 km. He turned 
around safely. 

“There was no suggestion that it 
was an unsafe road or that it would 
collapse,” said Archer. 

On his way back down the road, 
while negotiating a curve, the road 
collapsed, causing the truck to slide 
down into the creek. 

“He reasonably believed he 
should have been on that road and 
that the road was safe,” Archer 
concluded.

Crown Prosecutor Adrienne 
Switzer argued that LaSante did not 
meet a reasonable standard of care 
for a driver carrying 35,000 litres of 
a hazardous substance. He didn’t try 
to get better directions, by stopping 
to ask a local person, for example. 
Although he was told that someone 
would meet him to escort him, he 

didn’t stop to wait for that person. 
Switzer said it was incumbent on 
LaSante to look for signage, but he 
didn’t see the ‘Road closed’ signage 
on Lemon Creek Road. Further, he 
had no access to a radio, which is 
standard practice on logging roads. 

There is also an expectation of 
reasonable care by the Province, 
Switzer said. The Province should 
have known that the directions 
were inadequate because the day 
before, another driver had taken 
the wrong road. Further, LaSante’s 
supervisor called a provincial officer 

at the staging area to warn him that 
LaSante didn’t have good directions 
and to ask him to arrange for an 
escort.

James Maxwell, counsel for the 
Province, argued that the Province 
was not at fault for the spill. He 
said the Province had a contract 
with TransWest, not with EFC, 
at the time of the spill. [EFC had 
been subcontracted by TransWest.] 
He said it wasn’t the Province 
who gave instructions to LaSante, 
but rather LaSante’s supervisor at 
EFC. He also said the Province 

clearly marked the staging area with 
flagging tape and ‘Trucks turning’ 
signage. 

Slocan Valley resident Marilyn 
Burgoon, who started this lawsuit 
as a private prosecution, attended 
every day of the trial. “What stands 
out for me is that an investigation 
should have occurred right away, 
so there wouldn’t be so much that’s 
questionable,” she commented. 
There  was  no  government 
investigation until  Burgoon 
launched the private prosecution 
on September 29, 2014.
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2018 UTILITY BILLINGS
Invoices for 2018 water and garbage charges have been mailed 
to property owners.  Payments can be made in person at the 
Village Office (cash, cheque or debit) or through Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union’s online banking.  

Please note that a 5% penalty will be applied to all amounts 
that have not been paid by February 15th of each year, and 
an additional 5% penalty will be applied to all amounts that 
remain unpaid at October 1st of every year.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
The Village of New Denver is seeking local residents to sit on 
the Village of New Denver’s Local Selection Committee to guide 
the allocation of funding from the CBT Community Initiatives 
Program.  The meeting will take place at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, 
April 16, 2018 and interested individuals can contact the Village 
Office for more information. The deadline for expressions of 
interest is 4:00 pm on Wednesday, March 14, 2018.  

HERITAGE WEEK EVENTS
To celebrate Heritage Week (Feb. 19-25, 2018) the Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society will be hosting a lecture about 
Underwater Archeology at 7:00 pm on Sunday, February 
25th at the Knox Hall.  Please join guest speaker John Pollack 
for stimulating stories and photos of sunken ships in the Slocan 
and other local lakes.

CAMPGROUND ATTENDANT
The Village of New Denver is currently accepting applications 
for a Campground Attendant for the 2018 season.  Information 
about the position is available from the Village Office. The 
closing date for applications is 4:00 pm on Friday, March 16, 
2018.  

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

submitted
The Ministry of Transportation 

and Infrastructure is moving ahead 
with plans to ensure continued safe 
operation of the Kootenay Lake 
ferry.

The ministry is also planning 
changes to ensure the service 
meets the needs of ferry users, the 
community, and visitors to the area.

Following a consultation process 
in 2016 with Balfour and area 
residents, government determined 

Moving forward with a vision for Kootenay Lake ferry service
the terminal should remain at 
Balfour. The ministry will be seeking 
local input on possible longer-term 
improvements to terminal amenities, 
such as green space, washrooms, 
on-site parking, and safety of traffic 
queues.

During the 2016 consultations, 
residents of Balfour, Queens Bay 
and area were also informed about 
the challenges facing the ongoing 
operation of the Kootenay Lake ferry 
service, including the actions needed 
to mitigate low water levels.

Beginning in late February, the 
ministry will implement temporary 
service changes to ensure safe ferry 
passage during lower water. During 
the last week of March and the first 
week of April, when the lake level is 
historically at its lowest, ferry service 
will be provided exclusively by the 
MV Balfour, as its draft is shallow 

enough to safely transit the lake. 
During this two-week period, the 
MV Osprey will be out of service 
for its refit. Both MV Osprey and 
MV Balfour are scheduled to return 
to normal service on April 29.

From February 24 to March 10, 
and from April 22 to 28, the ferry 
operator will implement speed/
trim/swell control measures while 
using MV Osprey. These limit the 
vessel to a speed of eight knots 
while travelling through the arm, 
and the crew would need to take 
extra precautions while loading the 
vessel to ensure minimal trim. Wind 
speeds over 35 knots would also 
limit sailings.

From March 11 to 24 and from 
April 8 to 21, a deadweight restriction 
will be implemented on MV Osprey. 
At the operator’s discretion, weights 
will be limited to 50% of normal 
capacity. Commercial vehicles could 
face minor delays.

The ministry will be seeking 
permits from federal and provincial 
regulators to undertake minor 
dredging of specific sections of the 
west arm, which is necessary for 
the continued long-term viability of 
the Balfour terminal. The ministry 
also intends to build a new vessel 
to replace the aging MV Balfour to 
ensure the long-term operation of the 
ferry service.

The ferry terminal at Balfour has 
served the region for 71 years. By 
improving the terminal, replacing 
the MV Balfour and making the 
lake channel safer, the community 
of Balfour will continue to be an 
important transportation hub in the 
Kootenays for many years to come.

Public consultation will begin 
on February 19, with local public 
open houses scheduled for 5-8 pm on 
February 27 at Crawford Bay School 
and on February 28 at Redfish 
Elementary School.

Feedback can also be provided 
online between February 19 and 
March 30 at: www.gov.bc.ca/
balfourterminal.

by Art Joyce
A jet fuel leak was discovered 

on January 15 at the Galena Lodge 
heli-skiing resort near Trout Lake, 
owned by Canadian Mountain 
Holidays (CMH). An estimated 
5,000-6,000 litres of Jet A fuel 
– similar to the type involved in 
the 2013 Lemon Creek spill – 
leaked from an underground tank. 
The spill was reported by lodge 
maintenance staff to the Ministry 
of Environment’s Cranbrook office 
on January 17. 

According to a Ministry of 
Environment spokesperson, an 
environmental and remediation team 
has contained the leak and daily 
water sampling has been conducted 
since the leak was first found. CMH 
has brought in aquatic and terrestrial 
biologists to monitor environmental 
impacts.

An update from the ministry’s 
Environmental Emergency Program 
(EEP), emailed to concerned Trout 
Lake citizens on January 29, states 
that the majority of the fuel is 
contained in a subalpine bog, 
and responders were able to use 
underflow dams to contain the 
product. “An underflow dam allows 
the creek to keep flowing at the 
bottom, while catching product 
floating on top,” the update explains. 

The EEP email says that five sets 
of underflow dams were established 
in the creek to prevent any further 
impact downstream. “The first dam 
has been collecting most of the fuel 
that has managed to flow from the 
bog. The last dam does not show any 
evidence of fuel at all.” 

The ministry spokesperson said 
the operational plan was to remove 
any uncontaminated snow to expose 

Cleanup underway at Trout Lake heli-skiing lodge jet fuel spill
the Jet A fuel and contaminated 
material, and then to properly 
dispose of the fuel and contaminated 
material. The incident was being 
overseen by an Environmental 
Emergency Response Officer.

The ministry spokesperson 
added that there will be monitoring 
until remediation is complete. “They 
will need to take samples to confirm 
that there is no further contamination 
from this spill.”

A CMH statement issued to 
residents of Trout Lake said that 
“the fuel distribution system has 
been contained and the outside 
experts have advised that there are 
no indications of any downstream 
impacts in Lardeau Creek or Trout 
Lake. Meanwhile this incident 
has not affected Galena Lodge or 
our guests and we remain in full 
operation.”

by Jan McMurray
This winter’s heavy, wet snow is 

keeping road, hydro, and emergency 
crews very busy.

On January 23, there were two 
car accidents in Hills, one after the 
other. A family of four from New 
Denver was travelling southbound 
in extremely slippery conditions 
at about 4 pm. While negotiating 
a curve, the vehicle went off the 
road and overturned. There were 
no injuries. Then at 4:30 pm, a 
southbound pickup truck lost control 
on a curve just north of Hills, crossed 

Heavy, wet snow creates hazardous conditions this winter
the centre line and collided with a 
northbound SUV. The driver of the 
pickup truck was uninjured, but the 
driver and passenger of the SUV 
were transported to hospital with 
serious injuries. The collision is still 
under investigation.

There have been a series of power 
outages in the area due to heavy snow 
and trees falling on power lines. 
FortisBC customers in the Slocan 
Valley and Kaslo areas have had to 
put up with serveral outages, as have 
BC Hydro customers in the Nakusp 
and North Kootenay Lake areas.

Hydro lines were down on Hwy 6 
near Needles on January 25, reducing 
the highway to single lane traffic. 
The same day, there were power 
lines down on Hwy 31A just outside 
of Kaslo.

Hwy 31 was closed in both 
directions for a five-kilometre stretch 
south of Meadow Creek, at the 
Lardeau Bluffs, on January 29 due 
to high avalanche hazard. There has 
been some natural avalanche activity 
at the bluffs, and crews have been 
able to do some avalanche control 
work, as well.

There have been a series of power outages in the area due to heavy snow and trees falling on power lines. 

SQUIRREL ROMANCE
Unlike most mammals where male re-
productive success rests on competing 
with other males, red squirrels have a 
scramble-competition system where 
females wait on home turf and males fan 
out to find them. Mating season starts as 
early as February, so watch out for furry 
red streaks bearing rose cuttings between 
their teeth. (OK, last phrase not a fact.)

slocanlakess.com
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

by Jan McMurray
The Colville Confederated 

Tribes (CCT), based on the Colville 
Reserve in Washington State, is 
denying the Campbell family access 
to the house at 4120 Little Slocan 
South Road.

Lola Campbell, daughter of Bob 
Campbell, known locally as the 
Sinixt head man, says the Campbell 
family has either occupied the house 
or has ensured there have been 
caretakers at the house ever since it 
was purchased in 2001 by the CCT.

Mark Underhill, legal counsel for 
the CCT, explained that the property 
is owned by the CCT, and was not 
purchased for the Campbells. “It 
is there for the benefit of all Sinixt 
people,” he said.

Underhill acknowledged that 
Bob Campbell was the tenant of the 
house for a period of time, but says 
he “has long since abandoned the 
property. There is no continuing right 
the Campbell family can assert.”

Lola and Agnice Campbell at the Vallican Heritage Site, the ancient burial grounds of the Sinixt. The Vallican Heritage Site is located adjacent to 
the CCT house at 4120 Little Slocan South Road.

Colville Confederated Tribes takes back Vallican house, removes Lola and Agnice Campbell
Lola says she and her daughter, 

Agnice, were in the house on 
September 15 last year when an 
RCMP officer came to the door, 
arrested Lola for trespassing, and 
forced the mother and daughter to 
leave. When Lola went to the police 
station a few days later to have her 
fingerprints taken, she was told the 
case was dropped. 

“So I didn’t get my day in court,” 
she said. “It’s frustrating.”

The Colville Business Council, 
the governing body of the CCT, 
passed an emergency resolution 
on September 15, 2017, the same 
day Lola was arrested and removed 
from the house. The resolution 
specifies the people who can be at the 
house: Melissa Dorey, Robert Watt, 
Shelly Boyd, Rick Desautel and any 
member of the Colville Business 
Council. Anyone else who goes 
to the house without prior written 
approval from the chairman or other 
designee of the business council is 

in trespass and will be charged, the 
resolution says.

On December 27, Lola published 
a notice in a Washington State 
newspaper, declaring that her family 
has a right to be in the house as has 
been the tradition and custom. In the 
notice, she demands access to the 
house within 72 hours.

A response from the CCT’s 
legal counsel, dated December 29, 
addressed to Bob and Lola states: 
“To be clear, the society doesn’t 
accept that any member of the 
Campbell family has any rights to 
reside on or otherwise enter the 
property. To the extent that either 
of you had any such rights, arising 
under the Residential Tenancy Act or 
otherwise, which the society doesn’t 
accept, those rights have been long 
abandoned by virtue of the fact that 
neither of you have resided at the 
property since at least March of 
2014.” The letter goes on to tell Lola 
that her belongings from the house 

are at a storage facility and gives her 
90 days to retrieve them.

Lola explains that she and Bob 
started spending more time in the 
US in early 2014 because one of her 
sisters was in a serious accident in 
Washington. However, she said there 
was always a member of the family 
or a family friend staying at the 
house, paying the bills, and making 
sure the property was maintained.

A press release issued by the 
CCT on January 2 states that the 
emergency resolution naming 
those who can be at the house 
was prompted “in part because of 
recent trespassing and vandalism 
of the house.” Underhill said the 
Colville Business Council passed 
the emergency resolution following 
the August 23, 2017 conviction 
of Marilyn James, former Sinixt 
spokesperson, for mischief in a 
November 30, 2016 incident where 
she broke into the house, changed 
the locks and barred the windows. 
Underhill says this is not the only 
incidence of vandalism at the house 
in the past year. 

“I truly wish it were otherwise,” 
Underhill said. “It would be great 
if they would all work together to 
advance Sinixt rights. The hard 
question for Bob and Lola is: What 
do you want? Do you want to squat? 
What does the ability to live on that 
property have to do with advancing 
Sinixt rights?”

The CCT unsuccessfully tried to 
evict Bob from the house in 2009. 
A provincial Dispute Resolution 
Officer found that the CCT didn’t 
issue the eviction notice in good faith 
and ordered the notice cancelled. 
The document outlining the Dispute 
Resolution Officer’s decision states: 
“The legal counsel for the tenant 

submitted that while the landlord’s 
confederacy of 12 tribes purports 
to include the Sinixt Nation, the 
people of the Sinixt Nation consider 
themselves to be autonomous and 
not part of this confederacy… The 
legal counsel for the tenant argued 
that this dispute is more rightly 
identified as a political dispute 
between the parties over which has 
the rightful aboriginal claim to the 
property to manage it for the benefit 
of the aboriginal collective.”

Bob and Lola Campbell are 
members of the CCT. However, Lola 
explains that the Sinixt were forced 
onto the Colville reserve when they 
were forced to leave Canada.

Lola will be creating a GoFundMe 
page to raise funds to retrieve her 
family’s belongings from storage.

by Jan McMurray
The BC government has filed for 

a second appeal of the historic Sinixt 
hunting rights case.

The Chairman of the Colville 
Confederated Tribes is disappointed, 
but not surprised. “I had hoped the 
Crown would simply accept the fact 
that the Sinixt people are not now and 
never have been extinct, and that they 
retain their aboriginal right to hunt in 
their traditional territory, which the 
Canadian courts have conclusively 
determined the Sinixt occupied for 
thousands of years.”

The Supreme Court of BC 
dismissed the first appeal on 
December 28. In dismissing the 
appeal, Justice Robert Sewell held 
that the Sinixt people living on the 
Colville reserve are an ‘Aboriginal 

Crown files second appeal of landmark Sinixt hunting rights case
Peoples of Canada’ under the 
Canadian Constitution and therefore 
can hold aboriginal rights in Canada, 
including the right to hunt in their 
historic territory.

Rick Desautel, Sinixt descendant 
and Colville Tribal member, was tried 
for hunting as a non-resident and 
without a licence near Castlegar, in 
Sinixt traditional territory, in the fall 
of 2016. In March 2017 in provincial 
court, Justice Mrozinski acquitted 
Desautel of those charges. She ruled 
that Sinixt hunting rights endure to 
the present day and Desautel has 
an aboriginal right to hunt in his 
traditional territory in Canada.

If the second appeal is granted, 
it is expected to be heard by the BC 
Court of Appeals later this year.

“We are certain we will win in 

the end, wherever this case leads,” 
Marchand said. “It is simply a 
fact that the Sinixt people exist, 
both in Canada and on the Colville 
Reservation, and their rights can no 
longer be ignored.”

Mark Underhill, lead counsel for 
Desautel, added, “It is profoundly 
disappointing that the provincial 
government continues to pursue 
the path of litigation rather than 
reconciliation with the Sinixt, despite 
their recent and repeated political 
commitments to charting a new 
course with First Nations in BC. 
However, we remain confident that 
the historical truth of the existence 
of the Sinixt and their enduring 
connection to their traditional 
territory in British Columbia will 
ultimately prevail.”
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The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714Come check out our new menu!!

“Winning”
This, dear friends, is the art of 
the deal:
You fudge, you cheat, you lie, you 
steal.

Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

Trudeau’s 
stand on sexual 
harassment

Prince Justin is on record as stating 
that any woman who comes forward 
with a complaint of a sexual nature 
must be believed. It follows then that 
any man who denies such a claim 
should not. Simply put, women are 
honourable, honest creatures, while 
men on the other hand are deceitful 
liars. Fair enough, I guess we have 
to accept the analysis of the most 
powerful man in the country.

Recently, though, he was asked 
if he has any concerns that a woman 
might just come forward with a 
complaint against him, to which he 
responded that he has always treated 
women with the greatest respect, and 
will never be accused of such a thing. 
He apparently is pure. Then again, 
he... is a man.

One complaint though, and I guess 
he’ll have to step down.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Health Care 
Hero

Has Donna Gibbons, our local 
Nurse Practitioner, been a Health 
Care Hero to you or someone you 
know? If so, help to honour her 
efforts and show your appreciation 
by sharing your story about how 
Donna has gone above and beyond 
to make a difference in health care. 
Any stories would be welcome that 
demonstrate Donna’s dedication or 
passion for her patients’ care and/ 
or examples of how she is someone 
who colleagues can look to for 
inspiration. These community stories 

will be compiled and used for her 
nomination for a Health Care Hero 
Award through Interior Health.

Please email your story (all 
names will be kept confidential) to 
me no later than February 24 by 
email: delasalle.claire@gmail.com 
(preferred method) or by phone: 
250-777-2955 (only if you don’t 
have access to internet). Thank you 
for your support in honouring a 
local hero.

Claire Peyton
Silverton

FortisBC should 
compensate 
their customers

So FortisBC is now hiding 
behind Almighty God to reduce 
their corporate liability. In the USA, 
the corporations got smart and have 
ditched God and now blame Nature. 
Seems an American decided that if 
God ruined his home, he was going 
to drag it through the courts and sue 
God. Now the legal language is letting 
God off the hook in favour of blaming 
Mother Nature. Damn her! Her trees 
and heavy snow! Damn her electrons! 
Damn her alternating current!

I am not a Christian but is it God’s 
Plan to send incredible amounts 
of spiked electricity into people’s 
homes? Almighty God did not make 
the transmission lines or dams in 
the West Kootenay; man did. Stop 
being a corporate worm, FortisBC! 
Take the high road for a change. 
FortisBC receives a lot of money 
with numerous rate increases blessed 
by the BCUC and the legacy fee. 
Surely they can find the money to 
compensate their honest customers. 

BC politics is a wreck. BC utilities 
are a wreck. BC’s Crown corporations 
are a wreck (ICBC). Is it any wonder 
people are frustrated and angry with 
our politicians and corporations? If 
solar power was more affordable, I’d 
drop FortisBC in a heartbeat.

Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Fooled by the 
NDP on Site C

Premier Horgan says he never 
told us he would shut down the Site 
C dam. So he’s not a liar.

Okay. I admit I never heard him 
say it.

The way he campaigned, I, like 
many others, believed he would. 
Why did we believe this?

For me, it was because he said 
he would listen to the people, not 
just the money. He said he believed 
in fighting climate change, and he 
seemed to have some environmental 
ethics.

Boy, was I fooled! How about 
you?

He said it would cost as much to 
stop it as it would to build it. Which 
price are we talking – the original 
$8.3 billion, the new estimate of 
$10.7 billion, or the final bill of most 
likely $12 or $13 billion?

Remember, this is for power we 
don’t need. That was part of the NDP 
campaign. They said we don’t need 
it, and will never get our money back 
from power sales.

Climate change? Environmental 
ethics?

When you dam a river (which 
runs fairly cold) and form a lake, 
you have more evaporation, in turn 
more humidity and climate change. 

When you dam a river, you add 
millions of tons of weight where it 
was never meant to be. You increase 
the pressure on the river bottom and 
put pressure on the banks. The higher 
the dam, the greater the pressure. 
Look at dams in BC and around the 
world and let your imagination go.

They say dams are clean energy, 
but if you look at what we destroy 
to get it, I think it kind of muddies 
the water.

Premier Horgan, you said you 
would listen to the people! We 
spoke! You didn’t listen, or you 
planned to ignore us all along. Either 
way, please re-think whether you 
lied or not.

The December 24 Province 
opinion section is well worth a read.

I worked on three dams in BC. I 
saw the destruction. We have to stop 
the ‘oh well, we broke it this bad, 
let’s kill it off’ attitude.

Has anyone ever seen Hydro 
estimate a project anywhere near on 
time or budget?

Premier Horgan, you sold out 
to the money. You and your cabinet 
have shown how little you care 
about the people living in the most 
beautiful province in the world. I 
ask you to do two things. One, come 
to Silverton and look us in the eyes 
and explain your decision. Two, 
look your grandchildren in the eye 

and explain why you chose to help 
destroy the world when you had a 
chance to help save it.

GPS will help you find the first 
one. You’re on your own for the 
second. Good luck.

I saw the premier’s interview on 
TV earlier this year. He sounded like 
he’s on the campaign trail already.

Don Broughton 
Silverton

Freeze tuition fees
Students at Selkirk College are 

calling for tuition fee rates to be frozen 
for next year. As a full-time student, 
each year I have to pull out more 
and more student loans even when I 
have worked full-time throughout the 
summer. Diving into debt while being 
enrolled in school is hard enough 
without constant rising tuition fees. 
Having tuition fees constantly rising 
is not only discouraging as a student 
in debt, it also leaves me financially 
unstable. It is not right to increase the 
cost of tuition each year, as it makes 
it harder and harder for the middle 
class population to continue onto 
university. When signing up for a two-
year program, I wanted to be able to 
count on fixed costs. Freezing tuition 
fees would allow students to think 
through their financial situations and 
be prepared for the costs of college.

Jelayna Murdoch
Nelson
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RN First Call 
program a 
viable stop gap

Many thanks for the tireless work 
of the local Health Committee, as 
well to Mercedes Casley for her fine 
heartfelt letter to the Valley Voice, in 
support of keeping the emergency 
room (ER) of Slocan Community 
Health Centre (SCHC) open 24/7.  
Her letter put forward many clear, 
well thought out points and I would 
like to expand on one of them. 

Until another doctor is hired for 
SCHC, an RN First Call program 
is a real viable stop gap to keep the 
ER running full time. The Interior 
Health Authority (IHA) went to 
the expense and trouble to install a 
communication system in the SCHC 
ER that can allow an ER doctor in 
any of the larger centres to manage 
a patient in collaboration with the 
RN, as well as watch the patient’s 
progress and trauma room activity 
on real time video. This is not pie in 
the sky, we have this technology, as 
do many remote communities. 

So I have to wonder, why is IHA 
dismissing this proposal from the 
local Health Committee for an RN 
First Call Program? I would like to 
be wrong, but I suspect IHA has had 
reducing our emergency coverage 
at SCHC on their agenda for years 
and that their efforts to help in the 
recruitment of a doctor have been 
tepid at best. I fear budget concerns 
and NOT quality patient care have 
become the real mission statement 
of IHA. I believe the main reason for 
this is the government’s withdrawal 
of funds from IHA to fund large 
projects that primarily benefit big 
business. As the government’s 
representative for this region, we 
expect Katrine Conroy to continue to 
step forward and make every effort 
to help us keep our ER open 24/7.     

Gene Parker, RN
New Denver

Site C decision 
short-sighted

I was so depressed by the 
NDP’s decision to move ahead with 
construction of the Site C dam that 
I had to avoid thinking about it for 
close to a month. They decided to go 
ahead, even though the final report 
of the BC Utilities Commission 
showed overwhelmingly that Site 
C was unnecessary, was already 
behind schedule and over budget – 
and that there was no business case 
to support it.

Yet the NDP did not cancel it 
despite many, including Michelle 
Mungall, campaigning actively to 
stop it. The reason the NDP gave 
was that the $4 billion it would cost 
to cancel and remediate the land 
was unaffordable if they were also 
to fulfill their election promises of 
funding schools and health care. This 
rationale is so full of holes it doesn’t 
even compare to Swiss cheese.

Why is this important? Why 
should you care? Even if you narrow 
the focus strictly to economic impacts 
(as the BCUC report was mandated to 
do), in order to have a vision for the 
future that includes properly funded 
schools and health care, you need to 
have an economy that will support 
that. The BCUC clearly supports the 
BC Greens argument that continuing 
with Site C will HURT our economy 
of the future. So once again, the NDP 
focus is on getting short-term votes 
rather than on governing sustainably 
for the long term.

Energy is a huge part of the BC 
economy. Lowering greenhouse 
gas emissions is a major focus 
of companies and governments 
worldwide, and should be for BC. 
It has been clearly shown that both 
mega-construction projects, and the 
LNG industry to which Site C is tied, 
are INCOMPATIBLE with lowering 
greenhouse gas emissions. So to keep 
our economy competitive, we need 
to shift our thinking and change our 
actions.

Site C has also been directly 
linked with weakening the alternative 
energy sector in BC. Alternative 
energy is critical to helping us 
shift and modernize our energy 
production, foster our job market 
and encourage a distributed energy 
grid, which WILL fuel our future 
economy. Being a leader in that 
transition is where the economic 
opportunities lie. Retraining workers 
is how we support people to make 
that shift. Partnering in a real way 
with our First Nations communities is 
where a just economy for all begins.

In the week after the Site C 
decision was announced I read 
a report titled The Future of our 
Food System by the Institute for 
Sustainable Food Systems. Although 
it focuses on southwestern BC, much 
is applicable to the province as a 
whole. To summarize, even if we take 
ALL the available agricultural land, 
set aside riparian zones and wildlife 
corridors, and manage agriculture in 
an intensive but sustainable way, we 
will not be able to feed ourselves. 
And Site C will flood the largest 
area of prime agricultural land in BC 
outside of the lower mainland. It’s a 
resource we cannot afford to lose.

The BC Greens and Andrew 
Weaver have been criticized by 
some for not stopping Site C, and 
for confining most of their arguments 
against the project to economics. I 
agree – the environmental, social and 
moral consequences of proceeding 
with Site C are astounding and should 
be talked about with a louder voice – 
but they have never stopped a project 
in the past. If we can’t convince some 
of the public, who care more about 
getting the construction and LNG 
industry jobs, that Site C is the wrong 
economic choice, they will continue 
to support it. 

The NDP have been able to 
continue this reckless course of 
action only because it did not require 

a vote in the legislature. The BC 
Greens will have an opportunity 
in February to vote against the 
government’s budget. Unfortunately, 
all that would achieve is another 
election, with no guarantee of the 
outcome and certainly no guarantee 
that the Site C decision would be 
reversed. What would you do?

Kim Charlesworth
Nelson

Incentives 
needed for rural 
doctors

My previous letter to the Valley 
Voice on the reduction of emergency 
services at the hospital has been sent 
to newspaper editors and investigative 
reporters in BC and Canada, as well 
as to key governmental figures.

Essentially, the removal of 
our emergency medical service 
comes down to a resistance on the 
government’s part to making the 
terms attractive enough to induce 
doctors to work at rural hospitals. 
Back in 2007, the government 
offered $100,000 if a doctor would 
sign up for three years. Later, that 
was dropped to a $50,000 bonus 
paid for signing up for three years 
and $50,000 at the end of one year. It 
had few interested because it wasn’t 
large enough. 

What is being approved now 
is the NDP’s expenditure of $3.4 
million per job at Site C, with a 
budget of $10 billion. Such a colossal 
sum would, if some of these funds 
were diverted, easily make rural 
hospital work attractive and would 
not even make a big dent in these 
billions. Even now many doctors 
and other professionals in the US 
are considering moving out because 
of Trump. And when it comes to 
the Site C money, just to put it as 
clearly before us as possible – ten 
$100,000 bonus fees which I urge 
be paid for needed doctors in rural 
areas throughout the province equals 
one million dollars and it takes 100 
million multiplied 10 times to make 
one billion, thus the funds being 
thrown into the hole at Site C would 
cover all the needs of health services 
now being jeopardized with plenty 
left over for needed social services 
and education. 

What outrages me is that the cuts 
to services and health-connected 
expenditures go on in obedience to 
the present government’s diversion 
of taxpayer funds into their Big 
Business construction projects and 
the expenses of an ever-expanding 
bureaucracy.  Given their fat 
government salaries and benefits, 
including their staggering pension 
benefits, I’m shocked that our MLAs 
can stand by and allow essential 
emergency services to be cut off 
or significantly curtailed.  This is 
wholly immoral. Imagine, after just 
a few months in office the NDP, in 
an NDP riding, faces widespread 
disgust with the government’s cheap 

and misleading rationales for why 
they must curtail emergency services 
while funding Site C.

It is also evident that IHA’s 
endeavour to find a doctor to balance 
Dr. B’s continuous emergency on-
call responses is weak if not actually 
resistant. The fact that IHA did not 
send out the video is an example of 
how contrary or weak their conduct 
is when contrasted to their claims 
of wanting to find a solution. IHA 
purports to only report the problems 
whereas, as in this instance, they are 
contributing to them.

The Doctor’s Association which 
holds that two doctors more are 
needed for the New Denver posting 
raises the bar on the requirement the 
community must meet. However, it 
actually has been met all along by Dr. 
Burkholder’s and Dr. Magier’s work 
interwoven with locums, thus finding 
one doctor and the assistance of the 
locum should be sufficient. Such 
an aim by the Doctor’s Association 
should hardly be used as a basis to 
shut down community emergency 
services, which is the way IHA has 
been using it.

If you put the foregoing together, 
the question arises: on the basis of 
money and convenience in avoiding 
taxing work, is the entire Slocan 
community to be deeply imperiled? 
What person at IHA or executive at 
the Doctor’s Association will ignore 
the real issue and say yes? Doctors 
who have sworn the oath to enhance 
and protect human health cannot 
possibly agree to these obstructive, 
unhelpful and ultimately immoral 
mandates.

IHA is a bureaucratic façade 
justifiably referred to around here as 
Inferior Health. But why blame them 
when they are only a dummy sitting 
on the government’s lap, through 
which the NDP ventriloquizes its 
budget cut aims? The IHA must 
find the services they can cut, and 
provide a rationale for doing it. For 
this reason they have lost our respect. 

I am greatly worried about the 
impact of emergency curtailment 
on everyone’s health. Tell me, what 
are you supposed to do if your 
emergency occurs after 5 pm or any 
time on a weekend, and you need 
help now, not two hours from now 
in Nelson? I’m advised by medical 
personnel that with a heart attack, 
even driving to Nakusp could mean 
an unnecessary death. If it’s in winter, 
will a prayer at midnight that the 
roads are plowed enough to clear 
the way help the endangered? That 
such a situation is even considered 
suggests that the present government 
has become deranged with politics 
and power and no longer remembers 
its election platform was people-first. 
An outraged population may possibly 
awaken these politicians to the reality 
of the situation here when they 
recognize they are losing supporters 
every day. 

Richard Caniell
Silverton

Using information 
as a guide

Often, the idea of change travels 
with a sense of fear. You know what you 
have so that change can be perceived 
as loss.

Our current electoral system 
provides a good example, with 150 years 
using the same system. I’m sure many of 
the more than 80 countries using some 
form of proportional representation (PR) 
went through some fear of change. We 
can see it building in BC as the Yes and 
No sides gear up to explain why change 
can be good or why change is bad.

I notice a philosophical difference 
between the two. Our current system 
seems to have a focus on the Party having 
power and a majority of seats that will 
allow for legislation of the Party will. 
Proportional Representation seems to 
facilitate a situation where different 
points of view have to collaborate on 
legislation and policy that best fits the 
needs of the citizens. It seems that for 
a single party to have their way, a real 
majority of 51% would be needed and 
would be reflected in the popular vote.

It gets messy when political parties 
tell the electorate what type of voting 
system to use. It is somewhat like having 
a contractor setting the deliverables on a 
request for proposals. We need to have as 
much information as possible – not fear.

Ron Robinson
Nelson

Extended care in 
Kaslo: Open letter 
to Kaslo & Area D

Kaslo and Area D residents have 
been waiting for 17 years for the promised 
phase two expansion of extended care at 
the Victorian Community Health Centre. 
The phase one addition of 10 beds, 
completed in 2001, was supposed to 
be followed by another ten beds, to be 
added to the facility in 2002-03 – but it 
never happened.

If you think it is time to get on with 
it, please assist, if you can, in gathering 
some important information to document 
the continuing need. The information 
required to get started includes:

• How many people are currently on 
the waiting list for the Kaslo facility or 
any other in the region?

• Since 2002, how many Kaslo and 
area loved ones and friends have been 
sent to facilities in Nelson, New Denver, 
Nakusp, or elsewhere who wanted to 
stay in Kaslo?

• How has this dislocation of our 
elders and disabled citizens affected the 
lives of their families and friends? 

Please send your information in 
writing to Val Koenig (PO Box 1148, 
Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0) or Sheila Roberts 
(kaslosheila@gmail.com) by March 1. 
You are welcome to phone for additional 
information about this request (250-
353-2168). We will share what we have 
discovered and discuss the next steps 
with any interested people in a meeting 
to be held in March.

Val Koenig
Kaslo
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submitted 
Interior Health (IH) urges people 

using or considering using drugs to 
reconsider or to take steps to prevent 
overdose in the wake of a recent 
increase in suspected drug overdose 
deaths in the IH region. 

According to preliminary data 
provided by the BC Coroners Service, 
there were nine suspected overdose 
deaths in IH from January 23 to 

27. The exact causes of death will 
be confirmed by the BC Coroners 
Service once their investigations are 
complete. IH does not say where these 
deaths occurred. 

Overall, in 2017 more than 1,400 
British Columbians died due to 
suspected illicit drug overdoses. Fraser 
Health had the highest number (377) 
of illicit drug overdose deaths with 
fentanyl detected in 2017, followed 

Interior Health issues overdose alert
by Vancouver Coastal Health (337) 
and Interior Health (200).

The following tips can help 
reduce the risk:

• Don’t mix different drugs;
• Don’t take drugs when you are 

alone. Leave your door unlocked and 
tell someone to check on you;

• Use less and pace yourself. Do 
testers to check strength – a small 
sample of a drug before taking your 

usual dosage;
• Keep an eye out for your friends; 

stay together and look out for each 
other;

• Carry a Naloxone kit and know 
how to use it. Go to the Interior Health 
or the Toward the Heart websites to 
find out where you can get a kit;

• Recognize the signs of an OD: 
slow or no breathing, gurgling or 
gasping, lips/fingertips turning blue, 

difficult to rouse (awaken), non-
responsive.  

If someone thinks they may be 
having an overdose or is witnessing 
an overdose call 911 immediately – 
do not delay.

For more resources and links 
related to overdose and substance 
use ,  v is i t :  in ter iorheal th .ca /
AboutUs/Leadership/MHO/Pages/
PHEmergency.aspx.

submitted
On the heels of a new report 

showing that 85% of BC’s residential 
care facilities are not funded to meet 
government’s own minimum staffing 
guidelines, the 49,000-member 
Hospital Employees’ Union is calling 
for urgent action to improve the 
situation.

S e n i o r s  A d v o c a t e  I s o b e l 
Mackenzie has released her third annual 
Residential Care Facilities Quick Facts 
Directory, which again shows the vast 
majority of the province’s seniors’ care 
homes are understaffed.

“When there are not enough staff 
on shift to do their jobs to the highest 
possible standard, seniors and those 
who provide their care are put at risk,” 
says HEU secretary-business manager 
Jennifer Whiteside. “Staff simply 
cannot provide the level and quality 
of care needed to keep themselves and 

Health union wants urgent action on staffing seniors’ care homes
their residents safe.”

She says when care aides are 
literally rushed off their feet, there’s 
not enough time to provide seniors 
with regular baths or timely toileting, 
answer call bells, make sure residents 
are well hydrated, and little or no 
time to comfort residents who may be 
distressed, confused, or afraid.

The situation has improved 
marginally since last year when the 
seniors’ advocate reported that nearly 
91% of care homes were not funded 
adequately.

“We clearly need to fast-track 
plans to improve staffing levels,” says 
Whiteside. “At this pace, it will take at 
least another six years before 50% of 

care homes receive enough funding to 
meet minimum guidelines. We must 
do better.”

In advance of February’s budget, 
Whiteside is calling for an immediate 
investment in the funding needed to 
bring all facilities up to the current 
minimum of 3.36 hours per resident 
per day, along with strict accountability 

measures to ensure those funds reach 
the front line and are not diverted to 
profits or administration.

And she stresses that beyond 
an immediate injection of funds, 
staffing levels need to be legislated 
and enforced.

“Clearly, guidelines are not 
enough.”

submitted
Is cabin fever setting in? The 

Kootenay Gallery’s annual fundraiser 
‘Soup for the Cultured Soul’ will 
be sure to beat those winter blues. 
On Saturday, February 24, choose 
a pottery bowl – to keep – from one 
of more than a dozen local artists. 
Once you’ve selected your bowl, you 
will have the opportunity to sample 
gourmet soups served by chefs from 
six restaurants. There are gluten-free, 
vegetarian and vegan options. 

Every year, the chefs pull out all 
stops in the hopes that their creation 
will be chosen as the Favourite Soup 
of the Evening. Which chef will get 
the top prize this year? 

There are other treats in store: 
artisan breads from Safeway, 
Doodlebug chocolates and wines 

Soup for the Cultured Soul coming February 24
from Hester Creek. In addition to your 
bowl, you will take home a fine wine 
glass, courtesy of sponsor, Zellstoff 
Celgar. The restaurants offer other 
bonuses to patrons. In the gift shop, 
everything will be 20% off, including 
art, ceramics, jewellery and more. 

It’s a great evening of food and 
community, a fun evening in support 
of the Kootenay Gallery. Tickets, 
which must be bought in advance, 
are $55 general admission and $45 
for Gallery members. There are only 
a few tickets left so act quickly. To 

reserve them or for more information 
call the Gallery at 365-3337 or visit 
www.kootenaygallery.com. 

Doors open at 5:30 pm and guests 
will begin selecting bowls at 6:30. 
(Your enthusiasm is appreciated but 
please, no early birds.)

The Kootenay Gallery’s annual fundraiser ‘Soup for the Cultured Soul’ is on Saturday, February 24. Choose a pottery bowl – to keep – from one 
of more than a dozen local artists. Once you’ve selected your bowl, you will sample gourmet soups served by chefs from six restaurants.
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submitted
Columbia Basin Trust is 

announcing several changes 
to its board of directors. Its 
current chair, Rick Jensen, 
has been reappointed to 
the role; Wendy Booth has 
been appointed vice-chair; 
and four new directors – 
including former cabinet 
minister, MLA and CBT 
founding member Corky 
Evans – are joining the board.

Jensen joined the Trust 
board in 2013, served as 
vice-chair in 2015 and was 
appointed chair in 2016. He 
is the chair of New Dawn 
Developments, a director 
of New Dawn Restorations 
and a director of Columbia 
Power Corporation. He has 
also served as a three-term 
Mayor of Cranbrook and 

Columbia Basin Trust announces board changes
as president and CEO of 
Panorama Mountain Village. 

Booth joined the board 
in 2012. She has lived in 
the Columbia Valley for 
more than 20 years, is a 
business owner, and serves 
as the Area F director and 
vice-chair of the Regional 
District of East Kootenay and 
the president of the Union 
of BC Municipalities. She 
takes over the role of vice-
chair from Laurie Page, a 
veterinarian from Nakusp, 
who joined the board in 2012 
and served as vice-chair from 
2013 to 2014 and 2015 to 
2017. 

Evans ,  a  found ing 
member of the Trust, joins 
as a director from Winlaw. 
David Raven joins the board 
from Revelstoke, previously 

serving from 2012 to 2014. 
Also joining the board are 
Murray McConnachie from 

Trail and Jocelyn Carver 
from Nelson. 

MLA Katrine Conroy, 

Minister responsible for 
Columbia Basin Trust, 
thanked both the departing 
and the new directors. 

“ I ’m happy to  see 
directors Corky Evans, 
David Raven,  Murray 
McConnachie and Jocelyn 
Carver join the board. They 
all have a vast amount of 
community and leadership 
experience and will add a lot 
of knowledge to the board 
of directors. I also want to 
recognize the hard work and 
commitment that departing 
directors John Dooley, 
Michael Delich, Rhonda 
Ruston and Gord DeRosa 
have displayed. I especially 
want to acknowledge Gord, 
who has served the Trust 

since 2012, and has been 
so dedicated and passionate 
about the Trust and its 
importance in the region.” 

“Gord, John, Michael 
and Rhonda have each 
played an important role in 
helping the Trust to better 
serve this region,” said 
Jensen. “We thank them 
for their time, passion and 
contributions and are certain 
they will continue to have 
a positive impact on their 
communities.”

The other board members 
are Larry Binks (Creston), 
Am Naqvi (Nelson), Loni 
P a r k e r  ( R e v e l s t o k e ) , 
Vickie Thomas (?aq’am) 
and Jeannette Townsend 
(Valemount).

Former MLA Corky Evans is a new board member at the Columbia Basin Trust.

submitted
Carol-Ann Leidloff is 

one of an elite group of 40 
Canadian principals who 
have been named Canada’s 
Outstanding Principal 2018. 

Leidloff, now principal 
of Trafalgar Middle School, 
started her career in Golden 
before moving to the Slocan 
Valley and becoming a teacher 
at WE Graham in Slocan. 
In 2003, she became the 
principal of WE Graham, 
then served as principal at 
Blewett Elementary, and now 
Trafalgar. 

“We are all extremely 
proud of Carol-Ann and her 
team at Trafalgar Middle 
School,” says School District 
8 Superintendent Christine 
Pe rk ins .  “Caro l -Ann’s 
leadership in teaching and 
learning was already known 
across the province and now 
it is being recognized across 
the country. Carol-Ann is 
more than deserving of this 
recognition. We have a terrific 
group of principals and vice-
principals in SD 8, and we 
are delighted Carol-Ann will 
be representing all of them 
this year.”

Leidloff is well-known 
throughout the province for her 
work with the BC Principals’ 
a n d  Vi c e - P r i n c i p a l s ’ 
Association, having worked 
on many committees to build 
the capacity of principals and 
vice-principals. Some of her 
committee work includes the 
development of the leadership 
s tandards,  professional 
learning and development, 
and supervision for learning. 
She is currently the vice-
president of the Kootenay 
Lake Principals’ and Vice- 
Principals’ Association, and is 
a director on the board of the 
provincial association.

The award consists of: 
an Executive Management 

SD 8 principal wins national award
Tr a i n i n g  p r o g r a m  a t 
the  Rotman School  of 
Management, University 

of Toronto, a gala dinner, a 
personalized award, a group 
picture in a national newspaper, 

a welcoming dinner, three 
evening receptions, meals and 
hotel accommodation. 

submitted
Want to learn more about 

how to apply for some of 
the $750,000 in arts and 
culture grants delivered by 
the Columbia Kootenay 
Cultural Alliance? Attend a 
free workshop with Krista 
Patterson, who will share how 
to apply and what to expect 
from the application process. 
Individuals working in all 
artistic disciplines as well as 
arts and cultural organizations 
residing in the Columbia 

Apply for free arts and culture grant writing workshops 
Basin are invited to attend the 
workshops.

Columbia Basin Trust’s 
arts and culture grants are 
managed and administered by 
CKCA. Workshops are free 
but pre-registration is required. 

In this area, the Slocan 
Valley Arts Council hosts 
a workshop on Saturday, 
February 10 from 10 am to 
noon at the Crescent Valley 
Hall, 1385 Hwy. 6, Crescent 
Valley.

O n l i n e  w o r k s h o p s 

are available on Tuesday, 
February 13 from 9 to 11 am; 
on February 22 from 2 to 4 
pm; and February 26 from 6 
to 8 pm.

To  r e g i s t e r ,  e m a i l 
wkracassistant@telus.net or 
call 1-250-505-5505; toll free 
1-877-505-7355. 

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
funding policies and program 
application forms are available 
online at www.basinculture.
com, or from local community 
arts councils. 

Carol-Ann Leidloff is one of an elite group of 40 Canadian principals who have been named Canada’s Outstanding Principal 2018. 
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by Katrine Campbell
• Council will send a letter to 

Interior Health saying the Village 
supports exploring the option of 
the rental houses at the Slocan 
Community Health Centre being 
transferred to local management. 
This would allow renovations to 
raise the standards of the housing 
without the required funds having 
to compete with other SCHC needs. 
The letter also said there would have 
to be an agreement that anything on 
that piece of land supports the needs 
of the SCHC.

• Council received for information 
a status report on the Knox Hall 
Redevelopment Plan. Staff have 
compiled the documentation and 
information needed to apply for a CBT 
Built Heritage grant in March. They 
are working on a detailed budget, 
final floor plan layout, final scope 
of works, photo-realistic renderings 
of the main floor, estimated timeline 
for construction and the final project 
presentation package. Once all info 
has been gathered and checked for 
accuracy, the plan will be made 
available to council and residents in 
mid-February. 

• Rec #6 wants $5,000 from the 
RDCK to repair fitness equipment 
at the community gym, Councillor 
Heather Fox reported. The fees 
from gym users are turned over to 
the RDCK but the Rec Commission 
gets no feedback on where the money 
goes. The commissioners want 

New Denver council, January 23: Council supports local management of housing at SCHC
the district to explain the financial 
statement, which has line items they 
don’t understand, and to show where 
the fees are reflected.

• Andrew Moffat of Arrow Lakes 
Appraisals in Nakusp sent council a 
letter saying that properties in both 
New Denver and Silverton have been 
undervalued by BC Assessment, and 
offered to review at no charge New 
Denver’s 2018 property assessment. 
He used as an example a home on 
Bellevue St. which was assessed 
at $211,200 but sold in September 
2017 for $330,000. Moffat checked 
11 sales and found that village’s 
assessment roll should have seen 
an 8% increase over last year’s, 
not the 1% increase given by the 
BC Assessment Authority. “Low 
assessments are a serious harm to 
your communities as some people 
prey on your property owners using 
the (low) assessments as evidence of 
a poor market value. So once again 
instead of seeing the positive forward 
moving market places that you are, 
the world looks on you as a negative, 
slow and failing community. This is 
very sad,” Moffat says.

As January 31 was the deadline 
for appeals, council decided to send 
Moffat’s letter to BC Assessment for 
consideration in future years.

• The Village will ask the RCMP 

to make enforcing the school zone 
speed limit a community policing 
priority, and request the Ministry of 
Transportation explore options for 
slowing down speeding vehicles on 
Hwy 6 in the school zone. This was in 
response to a letter from Tyrell Jordan 
asking that something be done before 
a child is killed.

• The Village will participate 
in the regional Celebration of 
Asian Heritage month in May with 
Touchstones Nelson: Museum of Art 
and History, along with organizations 
in Kaslo and Nelson. Touchstones 
will apply for a grant on behalf 
of all participants. New Denver’s 
$500 in-kind portion will include a 
display ad in the Valley Voice and 
financial and administrative support. 
Grants will pay for planning and co-
ordinating, and for large scale photo 
printing for the Japanese-Canadian 
internment exhibition. The Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre’s 
program might include reading 
excerpts from its book collection, and 
screening contemporary short films 
and historical film.

“The more we partner, the better 
off we are,” said Bunka.

• Council received for information 
the Slocan Lake RCMP report for the 
last quarter of 2017. It showed 140 
total calls for service, up from 128 in 

the same period in 2016. There were 
six assaults (five in 2016), two sexual 
offences (0), two auto theft (1), two 
break & enters (4), 17 motor vehicle 
collisions (8), four impaired driving 
(3), and zero drug investigations or 
thefts from vehicles (5 and 3). The 
report also says there were no files 
“with youth negative contacts,” eight 
mental health related calls (13), 11 
involving alcohol or drugs (9) and 
14 domestic violence files, up from 
one in 2016.

• Mayor Ann Bunka reported that 
Columbia Basin Trust CEO Johnny 
Strilaeff appeared as a delegation 
at the January 18 RDCK board 
meeting. He said the Trust this 
year is looking at: land acquisition 
for conservation, which would 
include values such as recreation 
and economic development; energy 
conservation; and agriculture. CBT 
is asking for proposals for affordable 
housing, in a partnership program 
with BC Housing. There will be a 
further intake of Built Heritage grants 
this year.

• Bunka reported that the RDCK 
board directed staff to submit 
applications to UBCM Community 
Emergency Preparedness Fund on 
behalf of municipalities as part of 
the RDCK Emergency Operations 
Centre initiative. 

Later in the council meeting, 
Bunka  dec r i ed  the  l ack  o f 
communications with municipal 
staff, which received the info January 
15 for a meeting on January 18. 

“Our staff had no idea this was 
going on before that and the program 
has definite future implications for 
us … I was at that table without the 
information … and was unable to 
make an informed decision on behalf 
of New Denver. I also indicated I was 
not happy with a projected taxation 
increase since this service had tripled 
over one year and was already a 
burden to our community.”

Corporate Officer Catherine 
Allaway added that the increase 
wasn’t just small change, and found 
it “significant that the information 
wasn’t made available to us.”

Council will advise the RDCK 
not to submit a grant application on 
New Denver’s behalf because of the 
lack of details on the annual financial 
impact on the Village.

• Bunka reported that the RDCK 
board approved paying the Federation 
of  Canadian  Munic ipa l i t ies 
membership invoice and an optional 
$623.75 towards the travel fund that 
supports the participation of elected 
officials from small communities 
(e.g. Leah Main from Silverton) on 
the national board of directors.

by Katrine Campbell
For months now, the Valley 

Voice has been trying to find out 
what is happening with the Willa 
gold mine on Red Mountain Road 
just south of Silverton and the Max 
Molybdenum mine and mill in Trout 
Lake. Despite numerous emails and 
phone messages, there has been 
no response from the owners, MX 
Gold. The company continues to 
send out press releases which say its 
“primary focus” in BC is the Willa 
mine and the Max mine and mill, 
even though nothing is happening at 
either location.  

The company’s website link to 
Willa is inoperative: 404 Not Found. 
The Max Mine and Mill link is active 
but out of date. It seems the primary 
focus has shifted to a Mexican 
operation.

There  have been several 
developments at MX Gold in the 
last month, however. 

• On January 8, the company 
took delivery of 360 AvalonMiner 
741 cryptocurrency mining systems 
at $1,450 US each, or a total of 
$522,000 US. This “equips the 
company with a fleet of state of 
the art, digital currency extraction 
hardware … Coupled with access 
to contracted low-cost energy 
sources, the company expects that 
the mining rigs set up will result 
in a competitive digital currency 
extraction environment.”

CEO Dan Omeniuk said the 
company “is looking forward to 
developing a pilot project involving 
a cryptocurrency mining operation to 
determine whether further investment 
in the growing cryptocurrency 
industry is warranted.”

• Then, on January 10: the British 

MX Gold silent on Willa Mine’s future
Columbia Securities Commission 
(the BCSC) issued a Cease Trade 
Order against the company. This 
came as a result of it not filing 
technical reports under National 
Instrument 43-101 “to support first 
time disclosure of the results of a 
preliminary economic assessment 
on its Max Molybdenum property 

and to support first time disclosure 
of mineral reserves on its Magistral 
[Mexican] property.” MX Gold says 
it is “working diligently to address the 
deficiencies.”

• Pankaj Sharma was announced 
as the new Chief Financial Officer 
and director of the company effective 
January 22. Sharma is a Chartered 

Accountant “with 30 years of 
experience in various public and 
private sectors.” The previous CFO, 
Kenneth Phillippe, and vice-president 
Akash Patel also resigned from the 
company and board of directors. 

As of February 2, MX Gold’s 
stock price was at 7.5¢; a year ago, 
it was at 26¢.

The New Denver Quilt Guild donated two quilts to the Slocan Lake RCMP detachment on January 26. The quilts are used to keep people warm in emergencies. 
L to R: Kathy Angrignon, Sharon Broughton, Theresa Gerow, Chris Hildebrand, Barb Lahner, Geraldine Buchanan and Constable Corey Chaloner.

Katrina Sumrall’s class at Lucerne School in New Denver has adopted three baby orphan elephants from the elephant orphanage in Kenya. 
Juniper, Taylor and Ayla have volunteered to be ‘elephant ambassadors,’ responsible for keeping up to date information on the progress of the 
baby elephants and to organize fundraisers for the yearly adoption fees. On January 22, they held a bake sale on New Denver’s main street.
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by Art Joyce
As the Slocan Community Health 

Centre in New Denver struggles to 
find doctors to fill vacant positions, 
it’s no secret that the shortage of 
doctors is a provincial – and national 
– crisis. As reported in our last issue, 
400-450 doctors per year retire in BC 
while UBC’s medical school only 
graduates 288 annually. Between 
200,000 and 700,000 BC residents 
have no family doctor. But a study 
published in the UBC Medical 
Journal (UBCMJ) in 2010 sees its 
International Medical Graduate 
(IMG) program as a potential 
solution. 

“International medical graduates 
(IMGs) originate from several parts 
of the world including the United 
Kingdom, Australia, and Ireland,” 
notes the study. “Despite receiving 
comprehensive medical training 
similar to North American graduates, 
there are still several obstacles 
they encounter when applying for 
Canadian residency positions. In 
particular, British Columbia has a 
low availability of residency spots 
making it especially difficult for 
international graduates to return 
and practice medicine within the 
province.”

There are two types of IMGs: 
experienced medical professional 
immigrants and Canadians graduating 
from international medical schools. 
“The majority of the former group 
comes from Asian and Eastern 
countries. IMGs, both originally from 
Canada and from abroad, believe 
they are the solution to the healthcare 
deficiency.” 

The UBC study focused on 
Canadians who have graduated from 
international medical schools, noting 
that approximately 1,500 Canadians 
were studying abroad in 2009, with 
200 of these from BC. 

In part, the problem is a shortfall 
of medical residencies in Canada for 
graduates. The number of Canadian 
medical grads unmatched with a 
residency training program has 
reached an all-time high, from 11 

in 2009 to 68 last year. The overall 
number of residency positions 
available across Canada has remained 
largely unchanged since 2013, with 
2,970 positions in 2016 and 2,967 
in 2017. 

The College of Family Physicians 
of Canada reported in June 2016 that 
there is a current shortfall of 478 
emergency physicians in Canada – 
“the equivalent of a student body of 
an entire Canadian medical school.” 
That shortfall could triple by 2025. 

A long-standing mismatch 
between the personal career interests 
of medical students and government 
funding allocations for training 
positions is said to be a major part 
of the problem. “We should go where 
the need is. That should be inculcated 
in medical schools,” says Dr. Ivy 
Lynn Bourgeault, lead coordinator 
of the pan-Canadian Health Human 
Resources Network. 

In a CBC News report from May 
2017, retiring Victoria physician Dr. 
Christopher Pengilly agreed that 
there’s a training mismatch, seeing 
the problem as not a shortage of 
doctors but the lack of doctors willing 
to work as family physicians. Many 
prefer to become specialists, while 
a substantial percentage of GPs 
become ‘hospitalists’ rather than 
setting up their own practice, which 
has high overhead costs. 

Pengilly says the solution is to 

change the way doctors are paid. 
Some American states have had 
success “incentivizing” graduating 
doctors to practice in rural areas 
by offering them large bonuses and 
payments on their student loans. 

The UBC study on International 
Medical Graduates cites a 2005 Fraser 
Institute report stating that without a 
significant addition of foreign-trained 
doctors, the Canadian physician-
to-population ratio will continue to 
decline. However, even if IMGs can 
be attracted to practice in rural areas, 
retaining them can still be a problem. 
UBC notes that in Newfoundland and 
Labrador between 1995 and 2006, 
“approximately 90 percent of IMGs 
who initially worked in the rural 
areas moved to urban centres due to 
increases in financial compensation 
and cultural similarities” after only 
two years, as has been observed with 
IMGs practicing in Nakusp. 

As possible solutions, the UBC 
study recommends: 1) expanding the 
number of Canadian medical school 
positions; 2) an increase in medical 
residencies in rural communities; 
and, 3) providing extra incentives 
to keep IMGs practicing in rural 
healthcare centres. 

The study looks favourably on 
the Alberta International Medical 
Graduate (AIMG) program, which, 
“for the same financial costs and 
resources needed to train one 

International Medical Graduates a possible solution to doctor shortage
Canadian medical student to enter 
residency training… identifies 10 
‘residency ready’ IMGs.” 

In an effort to encourage 
students from rural communities 
to enrol in medical school – and 
hopefully return to rural practice – 
medical schools have been opening 
distributed campuses across the 
country. But despite being the second 
highest preferred location after 
Ontario, BC still has the lowest 
national acceptance rate of IMGs for 
Canadian Resident Matching Service 
(CaRMS) residencies per capita.

In 2017, UBC’s IMG program 
streamlined its Clinical Assessment 
Program (CAP) from four weeks to 
a one-day, mandatory evaluation for 
all IMGs applying to UBC residency 
positions for 2018 and beyond. This 
doubled the number of CAP positions 
from 100 to 200 per year, with 50% 
designated for BC residents. This 
however is only one step of many that 
must be fulfilled in order to receive a 
licence to practice in Canada. 

According to Interior Health 
spokesperson Karl Hardt, IH does 
not have the capacity to expedite the 
licensing of IMGs. The process is 
governed by the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons BC (CPSBC) and 
Practice Ready Assessment BC 
(PRA-BC). 

“For international medical 
graduates, we can say that with the 
advent of the UBC Interior medical 
program, we have gone from four 
per year to 12 as of the 2018 grad 
year,” says Hardt. “These IMGs 
are just a portion of the graduates, 
though – there are also more non-
IMGs graduating. For practice ready 
assessments, IH is entitled to four 
each spring and four each fall and 
to date have met that number and 
sometimes found room for one more 
if other health authorities cannot meet 
their maximums. As of this year, we 
could be adding up to 20 return of 
service IMGs to our sites each year, 
some with two-year terms and some 
with three-year terms.”

About 50 people turned up for a strategy session aimed at attracting doctors to staff the Slocan 
Community Health Centre in New Denver on January 29. Working groups brainstormed at 

tables grouped by topic, seeking ideas for lobbying, promoting a ‘Love Our Locums’ program, 
doctor recruitment incentives, and reasons why we need to keep our 24/7 emergency ward.

The Silverton Community Club made a $2,000 donation to the Slocan District Chamber of Commerce (SDCC) Health Committee on January 
24. The committee is working on the behalf of all residents in the catchment area of the Slocan Community Health Centre, to save our 24/7 

emergency services and to attract new physicians and other health professionals. The Silverton Community Club (SCC) has donated more than 
$48,000 to various community ventures in the past 11 years. L to R: Gary Willman (SCC), Jan McMurray (SDCC president), Colin Moss (SDCC 

Health Committee Chair), Cheryl Hammond (SCC president), Linda Laktin (SCC), Vern Hartman (SCC).
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submitted
This year the annual ‘Winter 

Day on the Trail’ on the Slocan 

Spend Family Day on the Slocan Valley Rail Trail 

This year’s ‘Winter Day on the Trail’ is on Family Day, noon to 3 pm.     

Valley Rail Trail takes place on 
Monday, February 12 from noon to 3 
pm. The crew from the Slocan Valley 

Heritage Trail Society (SVHTS) 
will partner this year with Slocan 
Valley Recreation to offer a fun-
filled afternoon. The event will again 
set up at the Winlaw Station and 
Trailhead, which will host the very 
popular ski waxing demo; even the 
newest skis can benefit. For a $15 
donation they may even wax yours! 
But come early, to make sure your 
skis get done. 

SV Rec will offer snowshoes 
for adults and skis for all ages, 
should you not have them and want 
to be part of the trail experience. 

Individual and group lessons, in 
both classic and skate skiing, will 
be offered and might make your 
experience even better. If conditions 
allow, a track may be set up around 
the Winlaw School field for some 
fun races and games. 

Of course, everyone is invited to 
come out and explore the Rail Trail 
and see what winter has to offer 
this year. The swans have been seen 
all along the Slocan River and you 
might find a few hanging around. 
Warm up at the bonfire and nosh on 
refreshments and hearty meals sold 

by trail supporters from Winlaw 
School. It’ll be a great time to 
catch up on what’s been happening 
on the Rail Trail – a new website 
has been launched and this past 
summer the Greenway Project was 
paved, between the South Slocan to 
Crescent Valley segment of the trail. 

The Winlaw trailhead can be 
reached from Highway 6 in the 
Slocan Valley. Watch for the large 
directional signs located on the 
highway. Contact the SVHTS at 
1-888-683-SVRT, on Facebook or at 
www.slocanvalleyrailtrail.ca.

Eva Tree will perform at the Vallican Whole on Saturday, February 10 at the Cabaret Intime, the first 
of three events of the Annual Up Close and Intimate Series. Enjoy decadent desserts, fine wines, 
and attentive service. Eva will be joined by Bill Dickerson, Toinya Sammartino, and Hal Rezansoff. 

Tickets for the series can be purchased at www.vallicanwhole.com and at Emery Herbals in Winlaw.

A WideSpot event sponsored by 
Turner Zion United Church. 

No charge.

Families, friends, singles, couples: 
doors open at 6:30 for dessert and 
(optional) valentine making. 

Concert by FREYA at 7:30. Send in 
your photos before February 8th to 
fortheloveoffreya@gmail.com and 
become part of the community 
video showing who and what we 
love—our partner, dog, kids, the lake, 
the colour blue…

COMMUNITY 
VALENTINE CONCERT 

featuring FREYA on 
Saturday, February 10th, at 

Silverton Memorial Hall 
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Calling all farmers and food processors! 
The Central Kootenay Food Policy Council would like to invite all farmers and food 
processors in the Central Kootenay to participate, free of charge, in the first annual 
online and print version of the Central Kootenay Farm & Food Directory.
If your business is located in the Central Kootenay, you can 
use this free marketing platform to promote your products. 
Simply go to www.centralkootenayfood.ca, create an account and enter your 
information before the end of February.  
And if you have a related business and would like to advertise in the 
print version of the Directory, please contact the publisher, 
Pennywise (rick@pennywiseads.com).
More information: 250.352.5342 or visit www.ckfoodpolicy.ca

submitted
Are you a senior thinking about 

applying to rent an affordable suite 
in beautiful Slocan? Construction 
is well underway on the seniors’ 
housing project, and applications 
for residency are ready for pick-up 
at the Village office, the library, the 
entryway of Passmore Lodge and 
online at svhousing.ca/. Get your 
application in by May 15 for the 
first round of interviews and offers 
of suites.

 “It’s time to apply,” said housing 
society president Rita Moir. “It may 
seem like a long time before move-
in in late autumn, but the decision 
to apply, the selection process, and 
preparing to move take thought and 
time.”

“It’s pretty neat to see the project 
materialize. A plan on paper is now 
a structure with walls, stairs, a roof, 
a shape. To imagine that people will 

Slocan seniors’ housing taking applications for tenancy
live here, that’s exciting.”

“People are saying they love 
watching it go up,” said Slocan 
resident and housing board member 
Lynnda Moore. “They go for walks 
to see what’s going on at the new 
facility. People know it’s in a central 
location and they can shop and go 
to the library and restaurants. They 
won’t have to have a car to get to 
everything they need.”

Building #3 has its roof on 
and doors and windows installed; 
building #2 is ready for a concrete 
pour in early spring. Bedrooms 
are on the main floor, and the airy 
loft design adds space, a sense 
of spaciousness, and a place for 
overnight guests. The units are STEP 
4 – an energy efficiency rating that 
is 40% more energy efficient than 
the building code requires with air 
source heat pumps and hot water 
tanks.

“We’re very pleased with 
the work NDB Construction, the 
contractor and crew, are doing,” said 
Moir. “The weather’s a challenge, 
for certain, but we’re assured it 
will be completed on time and on 
budget.”

Whi l e  e igh t  un i t s  ( two 
quadraplexes) are under construction 
currently, a call for funding has gone 
out through a partnership with BC 
Housing and the Columbia Basin 
Trust, and the housing society will 
submit an application to build the 
remaining third quadraplex. That 
will make 12 apartments in total: 
two studios with lofts, eight one-
bedrooms with lofts, and two two-
bedrooms.

There is a dedicated Slocan 
Project phone line for prospective 
tenants at (250) 226-7115, or you can 
email project coordinator Tamara 
Smith at coordinator@SVhousing.
ca. To see more photos, please visit 
www. Facebook.com/SVhousing.

Construction is well underway at the seniors’ suites in the heart of Slocan.
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February is Heart Month! Take care of your heart
Free Blood Pressure Monitoring at both locations
                              Committed to the community and your health

New Denver: 250-358- 2500 Kaslo: 250-353-2224
309 6th Avenue, New Denver

403 Front Street, Kaslo

New Denver & 
Kaslo Community 

Pharmacy
DID YOU KNOW...

THIS MONTH’S great deals!
• 1199 ea. VITALUX Advanced Chewable Tablets 50’s • 899 ea. SYSTANE Gel Drops 10ml 

• 699 ea. ADVIL Cold & Sinus Caplets 20’s • 849 ea. VICKS DAYQUIL - Cold & Flu Liquid Capsules 24’s 
• 1199 ea. LAX A DAY Laxative Powder 238g • 799 ea. TYLENOL Extra Strength eZTabs 100’s 

• 699 ea. atoma Extra Strength Muscle & Back Pain Caplets 18’s Save up to $7 • 1199 ea. NICORETTE 
Gum 2mg Ice Mint - Assorted Flavours

submitted
CertainTeed Gypsum Canada 

Inc. will receive an environmental 
assessment certificate for the Kootenay 
West Mine project. The decision was 
made by George Heyman, Minister 
of Environment and Climate Change 
Strategy, and Michelle Mungall, 
Minister of Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources.

CertainTeed proposes a 135-hectare 
open-pit gypsum mine, located 
approximately 12 km northeast of Canal 
Flats, and on the traditional territories of 
the Ktunaxa Nation and Shuswap Indian 
Band. Kootenay West Mine is expected 
to produce 400,000 tonnes of gypsum 
per year over a 43-year mine life, and 
is intended to replace CertainTeed’s 
existing mine near Invermere.

The ministers say they are confident 
that the project will be constructed, 
operated and closed in a way that 
ensures that no significant adverse 
effects are likely to occur. 

In their reasons, the ministers 
emphasized that the protection of water 
quality in the Kootenay River was 
extremely important. Ministers received 
assurances that water management 
structures and the sedimentation ponds 
for the project will be designed and 
constructed to stringent standards.

Gypsum mine granted environmental assessment certificate
The assessment of the Kootenay 

West project was collaborative from 
the outset, with the Ktunaxa Nation and 
Shuswap Indian Band preparing their 
respective sections of the application 
on behalf of CertainTeed. The EAO 
worked closely with them to identify 

concerns and develop conditions for the 
environmental assessment certificate, 
including conditions that establish 
CertainTeed’s ongoing engagement 
with them throughout the life of the 
project.

Construction of the new mine 

is expected to create 43 full-time-
equivalent positions over the 18-month 
construction period, with a further 40 
full-time-equivalent positions generated 
in direct-supplier industries. Initially, 
CertainTeed expects that most of the 
17 full-time employees at Windermere 

Operations will commute to Canal 
Flats to work at Kootenay West during 
operations; however, over time, those 
jobs would transition to employees 
from the Canal Flats area. Construction 
is expected to cost $23.7 million, with 
annual operating costs of $4.3 million.

submitted
In the wake of the unprecedented 

2017 wildfire season, the Ministry of 
Forests is providing additional guidance 
to professional foresters and licensees to 
support salvage-harvest planning.

About 700,000 hectares of land 
containing merchantable timber was 
burned to varying degrees during 
last year’s fire season. Burned timber 
deteriorates in quality quite quickly, 
so licensees are focusing existing 
harvesting operations to retrieve 
maximum economic value from burned 
areas. Licensees are legally required to 
reforest the areas that they harvest, and 
harvesting the burned timber quickly 
will speed up the regeneration of those 
areas.

Forests (even burned ones) provide 
important values that need to be 
protected. The 26-page document ‘Post-
Natural Disturbance Forest Retention 
Guidance: 2017 Wildfires’ focuses on 

BC provides additional salvage harvest guidance
protecting important natural-resource 
values, such as wildlife habitat, water 
quality and soils. (‘Retention’ refers to 
the need to ensure that forest cover is 
reserved from logging in burned areas 
where doing so protects these non-
timber values.)

T h e  g u i d a n c e  d o c u m e n t 
supplements existing regulatory 
requirements.

The principles and advice outlined 
in the document are applicable to other 
large-scale disturbances (e.g., landslides, 
floods, avalanches, mountain pine beetle 

infestations). The destructive impacts 
of events like these warrant a focused 
approach to the recovery of affected 
areas.

The document builds on six main 
priorities:

• Ensure human safety and minimize 
damage to built infrastructure.

• Sustain, restore or enhance the 
capacity of ecosystems.

• Consider the collective disturbance 
on the landscape to mitigate cumulative 
impacts.

• Facilitate the adaptation of forests 

to improve their resilience to climate 
change.

• Minimize impacts on timber 
supply by shifting logging activity from 
undamaged stands to damaged stands, 
wherever possible.

• Recover value from burned 
timber before the quality of the wood 
deteriorates.

This document highlights the 
importance of working carefully in 
areas affected by wildfires. It provides a 
sound framework for harvesting timber 
responsibly.

submitted
The provincial government 

is seeking input into a new rural 
development strategy, Minister of 
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development 
Doug Donaldson announced January 
29.

“Coming from a rural community, 
I know first-hand the challenges facing 
rural BC,” he said. “I look forward to 
people’s ideas and input, as we build a 
long-term rural development strategy 
that will work for all rural British 

Help build a rural development strategy for BC
Columbians by building resilient 
Indigenous and rural communities.”

The strategy’s foundation will be 
based on the principles of community 
economic development (sustainable, 
participatory, asset-based, self-reliant 
and community-based), which will 
ensure a broader and more-inclusive 
approach to rural development, the 
minister said.

British Columbians are invited 
to share their comments and ideas 
on rural development until 4 pm on 
February 28. The government will 

hold a number of targeted face-to-face 
sessions with community partners 
and will accept online comments at 
engage.gov.bc.ca/ruraldevelopment. 
All feedback gathered will help 
define the framework for the rural 
development strategy, which will 
support ongoing dialogue between 
rural British Columbians and 
government. 

After the public feedback process, 
government will analyze the results 
and make a summary report available 
to the public.

submitted
A new smartphone app is set 

to turn bystanders into potential 
life-savers when a sudden cardiac 
arrest occurs in a public place. BC 
Emergency Health Services (BCEHS) 
has launched the free PulsePoint 
application throughout the province. It 
provides vital information in the case 
of cardiac arrest, where minutes count 
in reducing suffering and preventing 
death.

Smartphone users with Pulsepoint 

are connected to the BCEHS 
emergency dispatch system. When 
a sudden cardiac arrest is reported 
at a public location through 911, 
dispatchers send the location to the 
mobile devices of people located 
within short walking distance. A user 
with training in cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) can go to 
the patient and begin CPR while 
paramedics are en route.

The smartphone alert also shows 
users a map pinpointing the location of 

New smartphone app could save lives
nearby portable public defibrillators, 
which are another important tool 
which the general public can use safely 
before paramedics arrive.

The PulsePoint app can be 
downloaded from both the Apple 
Store for iOS and from Google Play 
Store for Android OS.

Pulsepoint currently operates in 
an Ontario municipality and in parts 
of the US, but BC is the first to have a 
province-wide program for this public 
notification service.

submitted
The British Columbia Utilities 

Commission (BCUC) has decided 
to do an independent inquiry into the 
regulation of electric vehicle (EV) 
charging service. 

The BCUC’s independent inquiry 

BCUC looks into EV charging service
will explore the potential regulatory 
issues, including the level of regulation 
necessary (if any) in the EV charging 
stations market, the rates for EV 
charging service, and any other matters 
that should be considered by the BCUC. 

Members of the public can submit 

letters of comment, register as interested 
parties to receive email notification of 
evidence filed in the inquiry, or can 
register as interveners.

All documents related to the 
BCUC’s Inquiry can be viewed at 
bcuc.com.

Donation Store volunteers move the last load to the new location at the former veterinary office and former computer tech office at Mountainberry Foods.
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submitted
FortisBC has applied to the BC 

Utilities Commission to return to a 
single, flat residential rate and to re-
establish a time-of-use rate option.

FortisBC applies to the BCUC for a single residential rate and time-of-use option
During the company’s review 

of its rate design, FortisBC heard 
concerns about the two-tiered rate, 
particularly from people with high 
energy need and limited conservation 

options, according to Diane Roy, 
vice-president of regulatory affairs. 

If approved, the return to a single, 
flat rate for residential customers 
will be phased in over five years 

by reducing the difference between 
the two tiers of the residential rate 
and increasing the customer charge 
that was frozen for a period of time 
under the residential conservation 
structure. This phased-in approach 
is intended to mitigate annual rate 
impacts for lower consumption 
customers.

By re-establishing time-of-
use rates, residential customers 
still have an option to reduce their 
energy costs by shifting their high 
consumption activities to off-peak 
hours. This time-of-use option is 
one of the benefits made possible 
by advanced meters, which now 
provide hourly consumption data. 
FortisBC’s application recommends 
a redesign of this rate option for all 

other customer classes as well.
FortisBC offered time-of-use 

rates for residential customers 
from 1998 to 2012. “We want to 
reintroduce this rate to provide 
another option, in addition to 
our conservation programs, for 
residential customers to lower their 
bills,” said FortisBC spokesperson 
Nicole Bogdanovic. “By choosing 
this rate, they can shift high-energy 
activities, such as electric vehicle 
charging, to off-peak time when 
electricity costs are lowest.”

FortisBC expects a decision on 
its electric rate design by the end of 
2018 with the new structure coming 
into effect in 2019. Customers are 
encouraged to follow the proceedings 
at bcuc.com.

submitted
Most of us don’t like to think 

about our eventual demise, and 
yet we care about what happens 
after we’re gone. The Nelson 
Public Library hosts a free evening 
dedicated to wills and estates, 
presented by Nelson lawyer Troy 
Trillo on Tuesday, February 20, at 
7 pm.

Trillo’s talk will look at a number 
of common questions, including: 
Do I need a will? Can my will be 

Free talk on wills and estates
challenged if I don’t provide for 
my children equally? How long 
can I tie up my kids’ inheritance? 
Does having a blended family make 
a difference to my will? What is 
a Power of Attorney? Doesn’t a 
Power of Attorney cover health care 
matters? Do I need a representation 
agreement? 

There will be time set aside after 
the talk for additional questions.

Trillo’s practice is focused 
primarily on solicitor’s work, 

including wills and estates, corporate 
and commercial, and real estate 
law. After graduating from the 
Faculty of Law at UBC in 1999 
with a Juris Doctor, Trillo articled at 
Suffredine, Gartner and continued 
there until 2005 when he joined Greg 
Stacey and formed Stacey, Trillo & 
Company, now Trillo, Perello & 
Yates.

The library invites people of all 
ages and stages of life to come and 
learn about this important topic.
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Permanent Part-Time Victim Service Worker Position 
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society is seeking a unique, 
inspiring, caring individual to join our team in beautiful and vibrant Kaslo, 
BC. We are seeking a Permanent Part-Time Victim Service Worker (16 hours 
per week) and Safe Home Coordinator (4 hours per week). There likely will 
be an additional 7 hours available, subject to funding. 
The goal of the Victim Services Support Worker is to provide emotional 
support and Justice System related support to victims of family or sexual 
violence, victims of crime or victims of trauma. The Safe Home Coordina-
tor position is shared with another counsellor and supports clients in ac-
cessing a safe house in the area. 
Further details available at www.nklcss.org 
The successful candidate will have a degree in Social Work or equivalent in 
training and experience:  experience working in areas of intimate violence, 
abuse, sexual assault and experience working with victims and the legal and 
medical systems; strong  analysis of intimate violence and potential systemic 
discrimination against victims of crime; excellent written and communication 
skills; well organized case management skills; ability to advocate for the 
needs of others when required. 
Salary is commensurate with experience with a starting grid of $22.73.  
Benefits include extended health plan, RRSP contribution, professional 
development allowance. 
Submit your application in confidence to: 
administrator@nklcss.org

Applications will be accepted until the position is 
filled. Only those short-listed for an interview will be 

contacted.

submitted
What else would you rather be 

doing on a Monday in February? 
This year the greatest little outdoor 
winter festival is happening in Kaslo 
on February 12. It’s BC Family Day, 
so come on out with your family and 
enjoy great music, offbeat activities, 
plenty of food, and lots of good 
company.

The Kaslo Outdoor Recreation 
Society will have skis on hand if 
your child would like to try out this 
easy to learn sport. Bring your old 
hockey stick and jump into a game 
of ‘Four on Four’ ball hockey. At 
noon, catch all the action of the 
Human Dogsled Races. Teams of 
three human huskies and one pint-
sized musher will be vying for the 
grand prize of $200 towards their 
favourite charity. Just afterward, 
the woodsman competition has fun 
events that anyone can enter, like 
the Swede sawing race and the water 
boil. Win the prize for being the first 
to boil a coffee can of water over a 
fire you made with only a hunk of 
cedar, a hatchet and a handful of 

Kaslo’s Winter in the Forest Festival to be held on Family Day
wooden matches.

Of course there will be a bonfire. 
Join the circle with your friends and 
there are always plenty of new faces. 
Lots of catching up goes on around 
the fire, or you can just listen to the 
music on the nearby stage while 
toasting some bannock or sipping on 
hot cocoa or spiced apple juice.

An outdoor winter festival 
is guaranteed to give you a good 
appetite. Luckily there are some very 
good cooks in Kaslo. Grab a hot dog, 
then choose which of more than a 
dozen homemade soups, chili and 
baked beans you want for your lunch. 
For a real treat, try out hot, sweet and 
sticky maple taffy, cooked up and 
served on a bed of snow.

If you have ever wondered what 
the toads are doing in February 
or which Kootenay animal really 
hibernates, Angus Glass from the Fish 
& Wildlife Compensation Fund will 
be there to answer those questions and 
others. Kaslo Search and Rescue will 
be demonstrating avalanche and other 
survival skills and the Kaslo Early 
Childhood Coalition and the Kaslo 

Youth Centre will keep the kids busy 
with crafts and activities. 

Make a bird feeder from a 
pine cone with Patty! Watch as 
some amazing monumental snow 
sculptures come to life. Bring your 
snowshoes and take off for a bit to 
explore the forested trails of the True 

Blue Recreation Area or join others 
on a guided nature walk with the 
Community Forest’s new forester, 
Jeff Reyden (11 am and 1 pm.) 

It’s all free, including your lunch, 
courtesy of the Kaslo & District 
Community Forest Society. The 
festival takes place at west end of the 

Kaslo airport from 10 am till 3 pm, 
Monday, February 12 (BC Family 
Day).

For more information or to 
register your human dogsled team, 
search Kaslo Winter Forest Festival 
on Facebook or call Erika Bird at 
250-353-7492.

submitted
In ongoing efforts towards the 

recovery of the Kootenay Lake 
fishery, the government increased 
daily quotas for rainbow and bull 
trout harvest on February 1.

Anglers can now take two bull 
trout (only one over 50 centimetres) 
and five rainbow trout.

Rainbow and bull trout quotas increase on Kootenay Lake
Increasing rainbow and bull 

trout harvest is consistent with 
recommendations in the Kootenay 
Lake Action Plan to recover Kootenay 
Lake kokanee stocks. Gerrard 
rainbow trout and bull trout rely on 
kokanee as a food source. Population 
and diet trends indicate rainbow and 
bull trout populations are contributing 

to kokanee mortality rates that are 
much higher than normal.

Kokanee numbers declined 
rapidly from 2009 to 2012, and have 
remained low since. Experts say that 
the abundance of rainbow and bull 
trout in the lake from 2008 to 2014 
is the primary cause of the collapse 
of the kokanee.

submitted
Come for a ride on the longest 

off-pavement route in the world – 
the 2,700 mile long Great Divide 
Mountain Bike Route.

On February 17, join Kaslovian 
Michael Hill on a photographic 
journey from the Canadian Rockies 
to New Mexican deserts, passing 
through the forests of Montana, 

A slideshow of Michael Hill’s ride on the Great Divide Mountain Bike Route will be shown February 17 at the Langham.

Langham Adventure Series: Rolling wonders 
iconic national parks, the Great 
Basin, the dirt roads of high 
Colorado, and up and over the 
12,000-foot Indiana Pass. 

Experience epic crashes, 
resilient small towns, the kindness 
of strangers, campfire conversation, 
and the company of the open road 
as you travel along the Continental 
Divide, climbing several times the 

height of Mt Everest. 
The Langham theatre becomes 

Kaslo’s largest living room for the 
next installment of Adventure Travel 
Series, a fundraiser for the Langham 
Cultural Society. Admission is 
by donation at the door – $10 
suggested. Doors open at 2:30 pm 
and the slideshow is about an hour 
long.

by Jan McMurray
Cooper Creek Cedar has 

announced that it will begin forest 

Cooper Creek Cedar to begin development in Argenta-Johnson’s Landing
development in the Argenta-
Johnson’s Landing (AJL) area this 
year.

LiDAR mapping has been 
completed for the AJL area. Bill 
Kestell, woodlands manager, says 
the mapping is very useful for terrain 
stability assessments, wildlife habitat 
assessments, defining drainage 
features, identifying forest road 

options, steep slope assessments, 
etc. “As a planning tool, LiDAR 
will assist in making better forestry 
operational decision,” he says.

T h e  c o m p a n y ’s  F o r e s t 
Stewardship Plan was approved in 
January. It is in effect from 2018 
to 2023.

Check coopercreekcedar.com for 
more information.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque or Money Order to Valley Voice, 

Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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KASLO & DISTRICT

Applications may be submitted to 
nklcssboard@gmail.com until the position is 
filled. The first round of interviews is scheduled 
for the week of Feb. 26-March 2

Employment Opportunity:  Executive Director 
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society in Kaslo is seeking an 
experienced, compassionate and community minded Executive Director 
to lead and direct a complex agency which provides a variety of support 
services to residents of all ages in the region. 
This position requires the successful applicant to supervise and guide the 
staff (25+) to deliver the contracted programs effectively, to maintain financial 
and legal sustainability (with the support of related staff), to work closely 
with and to report to the Board of Directors to identify goals and appropriate 
programs to meet the Society’s mandate, and to build respectful relation-
ships within the organization and with the community of North Kootenay 
Lake as well as other agencies, government, other funders, and various 
stakeholders.  The successful applicant will be supported by the Board 
in their efforts to effect structural change and modernization to improve 
efficiency within the Society. 
The Executive Director is responsible to the Board of Directors of NKLCSS. 
Qualifications include:
Master’s degree or equivalent experience in management and Human 
Resources, contract management, financial administration and strategic 
planning. 
For further information including job description, please visit: http://nklcss.
org/home/article/new-employment-opportunity-executive-director 
Further information on our organization is 
available at www.nklcss.org. 

Scarlett’s Electric (250)353-2563
Jaeden Woodland (250)366-4316

Energy Tips...
LED lights use only 1/8 as much electric 
energy as incandescent bulbs and about 
1/3 as much as compact fluorescent 
bulbs for the same amount of illumination.  
Unlike compact fluorescent bulbs they 
are less affected by cold outdoor 
temperatures, don’t bother people who 
are sensitive to flicker and there is no 
delay when they are switched on.

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

by Jan McMurray
• Nakusp-based Waterbridge Steel 

will be leasing private land on Kaslo’s 
waterfront, south of Kaslo River, to 
assemble the new Harrop-Procter ferry. 
To access the property, the company 
will have to traverse some Village-
owned land. The Village agreed to 
offer Waterbridge a temporary licence 
of occupation for $3,000 for this land, 
which includes industrially zoned 
properties and road dedications. The 
$3,000 will go into the Parks and Open 

Kaslo council, January 23: Waterbridge Steel to assemble Harrop ferry in Kaslo
Spaces reserve fund.

• Council supported two Kaslo 
housing project proposals. The Kaslo 
Housing Society and the Kaslo & 
District Senior Citizens Shelter Society 
will be responding to the Request for 
Expressions of Interest issued by CBT/ 
BC Housing. Council agreed to give the 
Kaslo Housing Society a 99-year lease 
for $1 per year on the riverside property 
that’s been of interest to the society for 
many years, and to provide a letter of 
support for the Shelter Society’s proposal 

to add 20 units to the Abbey Manor.
• Andy Shadrack met with council in 

camera to discuss legal matters related to 
FortisBC’s rate design application to the 
BC Utilities Commission. Council asked 
staff to draft a letter asking the BCUC for 
greater discussion in rural communities 
about the application.

• Staff will work on a draft 2018 
budget with a tax rate increase of not 
more than 2%. 

• Council is considering three 
projects that were proposed by members 

of the public or non-profit organizations 
for 2018: Insulation for the Periwinkle 
building ($10-$12,000), vault toilet 
completion at Kaslo Bay Park ($10-
$20,000), and a drinking water fountain 
at the skate park $3,000-$4,000).

• Mayor Hewat reported that the 
RDCK’s Central Resource Recovery 
Committee has reviewed hours of 
operation at landfill and transfer station 
sites. The committee has agreed to open 
the Kaslo transfer station one hour earlier 
in the summer months (9 am-4 pm, May 

1-September 30) and to reduce hours at 
Marblehead year-round to 10 am - 2 pm. 

• Council will work with the 
Canadian Cancer Society to develop a 
smoke-free public spaces bylaw.

• A Statutory Right of Way for the 
Columbia Basin Broadband Corporation, 
to guarantee the use of the Kemball 
building for its broadband infrastructure, 
was approved. 

• Council gave CAO Neil Smith 
the go-ahead to draft a number of 
amendments to the zoning bylaw.

• The amended Outdoor Burning 
Bylaw was adopted.

by Jan McMurray
Two Kaslo housing organizations 

plan to submit Expressions of Interest to 
the Columbia Basin Trust/ BC Housing 
partnership, which recently announced 
$28 million to create 225 affordable 
rental units in the basin. The EOIs are 

Two Kaslo housing organizations plan to submit Expressions of Interest
due February 8.

The Kaslo Housing Society 
is planning a facility with one two-
bedroom unit, two one-bedroom units, 
and eight studios. The building will be 
located on one of the two Village-owned 
riverside parcels that have been set aside 

for the society in the past. The Village has 
agreed to a $1 per year, 99-year lease of 
the parcel.

Erika Bird and Debra Barrett of 
the society report that they’ve hired an 
architect – the same one who designed 
the new Angry Hen brew pub in Kaslo 

– to complete concept drawings, and an 
engineer to look at servicing the site.

The Kaslo & District Senior 
Citizens Shelter Society plans to add 
20 units to the existing 10-unit Abbey 
Manor.

Rod Arnold, president of the society, 
says some of the units will be for couples, 
and most will be for singles. All 10 
existing units are single occupancy.

“It’s really needed,” he says. “We 
have a long waiting list of 15-20 people.”

Arnold says Abbey Manor will 
look like an ‘X’ from the air when the 
20,000-square-foot addition is built. He 
hopes construction will begin in spring 
2019.

The project will include a sprinkler 
system for the whole building, and an 
elevator.

Arnold says the society is in a good 
position to go ahead with the project, as 
BC Housing sold the society the land on 
December 1, and the society will pay off 
its mortgage on February 1.

submitted
Maclean’s Magazine named him 

one of the top 100 Canadians to watch 
in the 21st century, and for more than 
two decades, Richard Wood has wowed 
audiences all around the world. 

Wood has played for the Prime 
Minister, the Queen, and the Emperor 

Richard Wood and Gordon Belsher perform at the Langham February 20.

PEI fiddling sensation Richard Wood at the Langham
of Japan in Tokyo, and made TV guest 
appearances with Shania Twain on ‘David 
Letterman’ and ‘Good Morning America.’

The wildly talented Wood is matched 
by long-time musical cohort multi-
instrumentalist and singer Gordon 
Belsher, 2014 winner of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Music PEI.

The Langham is thrilled to have 
grabbed these world-class players as they 
swing through on a western Canada tour. 
Don’t miss this special show on Tuesday, 
February 20 at 7 pm. Tickets are just $15 
at Sunnyside and Willow Home Gallery 
or $18 at the door from 6:30 pm. www.
thelangham.ca

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo stabbing incident that 

occurred more than a year ago, on 
October 24, 2016, has been resolved in 
the courts.

In the Castlegar courthouse on 
January 31, Justice Seagram sentenced 
Kenneth Terry Nissila to six and a half 

Nissila sentenced for 2016 Kaslo stabbing incident
years in prison. As Nissila has been in 
custody since the incident, he has four 
years and 215 days remaining to serve. 
He was also given a lifetime firearms 
prohibition and was ordered to provide 
a DNA sample.

Nissila was convicted of breaking 
and entering with intent to commit an 

offence, and aggravated assault.
The victim, John Wells, was 

Nissila’s landlord at the time of the 
stabbing. Nissila broke into Wells’ house 
and attacked him with a kitchen knife at 
about 5 pm on October 24, 2016. Some 
of Wells’ other tenants were able to 
restrain Nissila until the RCMP arrived.

Wells was transported by ambulance 
to Nelson Hospital and then to Kelowna, 
where he received 37 stitches. He was in 
hospital for about five days.

Nelson-Creston MLA and Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Michelle Mungall 
and her husband, Zak Matieschyn, are expecting their first baby in July. Mungall will take six 

weeks leave and will be back at work for the fall legislative session.
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Practice good sportsmanship in 
both hockey and 
life!

Galena Contractors
Nakusp • 250-265-4100
www.galenacontractors.com

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

Thumbelina & Ziggy
PALS has two beautiful little 
dogs, ages 6 and 5, one shy and 
likes quiet, the other bold and full 
of character! To find out more, 
please call PALS now at 250-
265-3792.

by Claire Paradis
Effervescent – that’s the word 

that comes to mind when talking with 
Nakusp author Barbara MacPherson 
about her latest book The Land 
on Which We Live, which was the 
twelfth top-selling BC book in 2017. 
The writer’s energy and enthusiasm 
about the book (and life itself) 
bubbles up in vivid stories about the 
land and people of the Cariboo that 
captured her attention when she was 
young.

MacPherson’s love of the 
Cariboo set in while she lived there, 
and it was the land that she hiked 
through every day with her brother 
that caught her. 

“That was what had a hold on 
me, the landscape,” said the author. 
“My life was never the same before 
or after, because it was drama all the 
time. No electricity, water, paved 
roads. I felt very, very alive and a 
sense of incredible freedom.”

But it was the people – ‘Real 
People’ with a capital R,” she says – 
that brought her back for her book. 

A l t h o u g h  b i o g r a p h i c a l , 
MacPherson’s book is more a social 
history – a history of real people 
living their everyday heroic lives. 

“People are heroes in their own 
lives. Awful things happen, and every 
day they get up and feed their kids 
and feed their cattle. I really think 
people are heroes. Nobody escapes 
the trials of life.”

Digging into her own genealogy 
and her curiosity about other families 
was part of the drive behind The Land 
on Which We Live.

“How do I find out what kind of 
people they are?” she asked. “There’s 
a mythology in every family, every 
family has its own persona.” And she 
soon realized there are all sorts of 

Nakusp author’s fascinating Cariboo history a 2017 BC bestseller
things you can glean from historical 
data. 

Armed with a love of statistics, 
MacPherson gradually built an 
understanding about the kind of 
lives people have lived. Looking at 
settlement population statistics, she 
discovered whether people were born 
at home or in a hospital, what they did 
for a living, or whether or not they 
went to school. 

“A picture of these people 
emerges. You know, not everyone got 
married and died young. You needed 
land to get married, and some people 
lived well into their 80s.”

Her research led her back to her 
beloved Cariboo to gather stories 
directly from the people there. Settler 
families were easier to track and 
contact, but she was also fortunate 
to find a contact from the Canim 
Lake Band.

“It felt fantastic to go back,” 
MacPherson recalled. “I felt like 
this is my country and these are 
my people.” MacPherson’s genuine 
love and curiosity opened people up 
to her, and they shared the story of 
their lives, including their familial 

skeletons and secrets. The author 
kept their trust, only putting stories 
in that had their blessing. It makes 
for fascinating reading. 

Like many people, her father was 
attracted to the Cariboo with its allure 
of cheap land and freedom. There 
was a community of people who 
moved there wanting to be masters 
of their own domain, much like the 
early hippies, said the author. 

“You have to be very versatile 
but my father wasn’t really a man of 
all trades,” said MacPherson, who 
compared him to the surrounding 
settlers who trapped, ranched, raised 
milk cows and did whatever they 
needed to do to survive. “They can 
hay wire anything together and make 
it work. If you can’t, you’re doomed. 
The old timers have a lot of fun in life 
and can do anything.”

MacPherson’s book is close to 
her heart. Far more than a bestseller, 
it’s the culmination of a lifetime. 

“Once I started I was completely 
absorbed from beginning to end. I 
feel like this is the culmination of 
everything I’ve learned in my life 
rolled up into one. My love of the 

Cariboo, honouring the people there, 
everything I’ve learned through 
courses, and my own experience. I 
couldn’t write another one like that.”

But that doesn’t mean it’s the 

end, for the author who has found her 
70s to be a very fruitful time in her 
life. There may just be a collection of 
her writings about herbal knowledge 
and remedies in the works. 

Barb MacPherson’s book is close to her heart. Far more than a bestseller, it’s the culmination of a lifetime. 

submitted
With the motto ‘inform, instruct, 

inspire,’ the Fauquier yoga group 
recently celebrated their leader’s 
80th birthday. Ten years ago, Richard 
Eichenauer took over the group from 
Lee Borkwood, who had left the 
area. The group started originally as 
a seniors group and usually counts 
nine to 12 participants between the 
ages of 50 to 80+, but youngsters are 
very welcome.

“Lots of people feel they get all 
the exercise they need from their 
daily activities,” says Eichenauer, 
“but do you stretch before and after? 
Muscles, when strained, shorten 
and need to be stretched, especially 
as we get older. Getting older also 
means that we do fewer unusual 
movements. Our joints get lubricated 
only through movement and joint 
margins that are unused dry up, 
screech like unoiled bearings, hurt, 
and wear out. 

“Movement is essential to all 
our bodily functions and especially 
for our continued mobility. The 
common arthritis is mostly a lack of 
joint maintenance. A lot of hip and 
knee replacements could be avoided, 
if people stretched more and moved 
their limbs in the full range of their 
joints.”

Some people have experienced 
back pain after doing yoga. Some 
slight pain is natural after exercise 
if certain muscles haven’t been used 

Fauquier yoga group practices into their 80s
much. But also some traditional 
yoga poses are not meant to be done 
by people in poor shape or with 
existing back problems. Eichenauer 
calls his sessions ‘back-friendly’ 
because from his own experience 
he has realized that sitting forward 
bends and sitting sideways twists 
are detrimental to the lumbar discs. 

E i c h e n a u e r  e m p h a s i z e s 
strengthening the core stabilizers, 
back and abdominal muscles, and 
joint mobility through stretching. 
Muscles in chronic tension cause 
wear and tear on joint structures, 
which are not singular pieces of 
anatomy but the site where bones 
connect to the many anatomical 
elements that form a joint. If the 
fan belt in your car is too tight, 
it wears out the bearing in your 
alternator. Same idea, only your 
knee or shoulder joint is a much 
more complex structure than a ball 

bearing. 
Eichenauer’s spinal column 

has been deformed since birth 
and did not get better from hard 
work on his homestead as well as 
construction work and years of 

seasonal treeplanting, but through 
yoga he has managed to keep going 
into his 80th year. He thanks his 
yoga participants for their faithful 
attendance, “because it keeps me 
going!”

Fauquier yoga instructor Richard Eichenauer recently turned 80 years old.

George Bonacci (left), Master of the Star of the West Lodge # 61, and John Janzen (right), District Deputy Grand Master of the Star of the West 
Lodge #61, present Anne Miskulin of Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services with a $1,000 donation to the Nakusp Food Bank.
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTED

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

CLASSIFIED ADS

HEALTH

FOR RENT

FOR SALE
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
EXTENDED CARE IN KASLO AND 
AREA D - If you are on the Kaslo waiting 
list or had loved ones or friends moved 
away from Kaslo for care, please let us 
know. See ‘Open Letter to residents of 
Kaslo and Area D’ in this issue of the Valley 
Voice for details or phone Val @ 353-2168.

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THANK YOU. I would like to say Thank 
You to all those who were involved in 
coming to my aid and escorting me home 
safe and sound.

-Jim George

CANCER PATIENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: Every first and third Thursday 
of each month @ noon in the conference 
room at Arrow Lakes Hospital. For more 
information call Linda 250-265-1397. 
Cancer Caregivers Support Group: Every 

second and fourth Tuesday of each month 
@ 7 pm in the conference room at Arrow 
Lakes Hospital. For more information, 
Allan 250-265-4391.
EVA TREE AND FRIENDS: Toinya 
Sammartino, Bill Dickerson, and Hal 
Rezansoff. The oh-so-glamorous Cabaret 
Intime, with its fine wines, attentive service, 
and decadent desserts. Saturday, February 
10, doors 6:30, performance 7:30 pm. 
Vallican Whole Community Centre, 3762 
Little Slocan S. Rd.  First of three glorious 
presentations in the Whole’s Up Close and 
Intimate series. Next up: ‘Be/Longing,’ an 
original play with Martina Avis and Marya 
Folinsbee on March 10. Last act: Juno 
nominee Maria Dunn on April 28. All three 
for just $50 at www.VallicanWhole.com. 
FB/TheWhole.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday February 17 at the Slocan Valley 
Legion 502 St. Slocan starting at 6:30 
pm sharp. $30 Buy-in. Advance tickets at 
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or phone 
250-355-2672 to reserve. Tickets may not 
be available at the door. BC Gaming rules 
apply. The Legion welcomes members 
& guests.
FRIDAY DANCE NIGHTS every 2nd 
week at the Slocan Valley Legion 502 
Harold St. Slocan 7 – 9 pm January 26, 
February 9 & so on. Live Band: John 
Cresswell & Friends. Come & Tango, 
Waltz, Cha-Cha, Rock or whatever your 
way to the Legion!!  $5 at the door. The 
Legion welcomes members & guests.
W I N T E R  W E D N E S D AY S  a t 
Ainsworth Hot Springs and the Ktunaxa 
Grill! Wednesdays from January 10 
- March 14, 2018, purchase any meal 
(over $10) and receive 50% off at the 
hot springs. Limit one per person www.
ainsworthhotsprings.com

THE WHOLE SCHOOL – Ready, Set, 
LEARN! – 7 FRIDAYS starting January 
26 through March 9 - 9am to noon at 5614 
Highway 6. The Whole School is hosting a 
workshop for preschoolers and parents. Join 
us every Friday for 7 active and informative 
mornings dedicated to “reading readiness.” 
Contact Josée 250-226-7737 or email 
wholeschool@gmail.com.
THE LANGHAM ADVENTURE 
SERIES presents ROLLING WONDERS 
Saturday February 17 at 3 pm. Join 
Kaslovian Michael Hill on a 2,700-mile 
bicycle journey along the highest trails of 
the continent – the Great Divide Mountain 
Bike Route. www.thelangham.ca
SPEND FAMILY DAY ON THE 
SLOCAN VALLEY RAIL TRAIL with 
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society and 
Slocan Valley Recreation. Monday, February 
12, noon to 3 pm. Get your skis waxed, free 
ski lessons and use of skis or snowshoes if 
needed. Bonfire and concession with warm 
snacks. See you there!
SLOCAN VALLEY GRASSROOTS 
GRAMMAS welcome donations of quality 
items for Treasures, Tools and Tea: our 
third deluxe rummage sale benefiting the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation, Saturday, May 
26 at Passmore Hall. Call Linda 226-7304 
to arrange pick-up. No clothing, books, 
electronics or large furniture please.
THE LANGHAM PRESENTS RICHARD 
WOOD & GORDON BELSHER Tuesday 
February 20, 7pm. PEI fiddling sensation. 
Wood pairs with Lifetime Achievement 
Award winner guitarist/vocalist Belsher for 
an evening of World-Class Celtic Folk! $15 
Sunnyside/Willow. www.thelangham.ca
S T R E S S  S U P P O R T  G R O U P 
MEETINGS. Stressed out? Overwhelmed 
by fear? Come find relief and “a new story” 
at the Threads Guild Fridays at 7 pm. 7112 
Perrys Back Road.

ALLENSONG LIVE CONCERT at 
the SLOCAN VALLEY LEGION, 502 
Harold St., Slocan, February 24 at 7:30 
pm. Doors open at 7pm. $15 at the door. 
Award winning songwriter Paul Allen’s 
folk duo play well-crafted storytelling songs 
with innovative melodies in a retro style. 
Allensong is not a dance band but a listening 
treasure! www.AllenSongMusic.com. The 
Legion welcomes members & guests - we 
hope you will support us in this endeavour!
WHILE WAITING FOR SPRING, be 
sure to attend the Slocan Lake Garden 
Society’s 2018 AGM, SUNDAY, 
FEBRUARY 25, 1-3 PM AT KNOX 
HALL, NEW DENVER, and hear about: 
New Directions for the Society, New 
plantings in the Kohan Garden. Renew 
your membership with its benefits of 
discounts at local garden supply outlets. 
Vote on new bylaws and board of 
directors. Bring a friend. Refreshments 
will be served.

SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD 
is seeking donations of good clean fabric, 
notions, crafting equipment and perennials 
for Yard & Yardage, annual fundraising 
event April 29. Call Sharon 226-7703, 
Lynnda 355-2267 or Julie in Nelson 778-
463-1978 to arrange pick-up now.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ 
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325 
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.
GET YOUR APPLICATION IN by 
May 15 for the first round of interviews 
and offer of suites for the seniors’ housing 
project in Slocan. Applications available at 
Slocan Village office, library, front entry of 
Passmore Lodge, online http://svhousing.
ca/ or call 250-226-7115.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
DRAFTING TABLES/ SHELVING 
UNITS – Come check them out at the 
Valley Voice office. 250-358-7218.
DEVASTATING! TOTAL LOSS! 
Wildfire has no mercy. Firehawks all-steel 
rooftop sprinklers. No tools required. 
Garden hose hookup. 250-365-6887.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday and Thursday 
mornings 9-10:15. Honour your body by 
reducing stress, building strength, flexibility 
and balance. Upper story of the fire hall 
in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New 
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share 
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.

P H A R M A C Y  T E C H N I C I A N / 
ASSISTANT part-time position available. 
Pharmacy Assistant / Technician and/or related 
experience required. Successful applicant 
should be customer care oriented, have 
excellent organizational and interpersonal 
communication skills. Candidate must be 
energetic, have a positive attitude, and be 
able to multi-task in a fast paced multi-
faceted environment. Please email resume 
to: nakusppharmachoice@gmail.com. Please 
mail resume to: Nakusp PharmaChoice, PO 
Box 279, Nakusp BC  V0G 1R0.

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

February 16, 
2018

CARD OF THANKS
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Winter Hours!
Wednesday to Saturday

10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday - Tuesday

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

HOURS
11:30 AM - 8 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
REALTOR®

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

F R O N T  S T O R E  M A N A G E R 
OPPORTUNITY - Full-time or part-time 
Front Store Manager opportunity at Nakusp 
PharmaChoice. Pharmacy retail experience 
an asset. Successful applicant should 
be customer service oriented and have 
excellent organizational and interpersonal 
communication skills. Candidate must be 
professional, energetic, have a positive 
attitude, and be able to multi-task in a fast 
paced multi-faceted environment. Please 
email resume to: nakusppharmachoice@
gmail.com

Sing HU for CALMNESS, protection, 
healing and perspective. It’s for people of 
all faiths, traditions and practices. Check 
out eckankar-bc.ca/husong.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: 
New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 

(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build 
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at 
www.proudofmydog.ca

RENT TO OWN on the Arrow Lake. 
Lakefront property, 660’ lakeshore. Main 
house 1653 sq. ft. living space. Log house 

770 sq. ft. Property 23.13 acres. Asking 
price: $675,000. Downpayment $175,000. 
Financing through the owner. Phone: 250-
265-4379 or 4661.

RENTAL SWEET RENTAL: The perfect 
tenant for your small house/cottage. Retired, 
single woman, non-smoker, no pets, long-
time New Denver resident, seeks long-term 
rental. New Denver, Silverton, Nakusp and 
points in between. Current rental ends May 
31/18. Excellent references. 250-358-7711.

HELP WANTED

NOTICES
PETS

REAL ESTATE

Like us on Facebook and keep up-to-date 
on everything Rec! @slocanvalleyrec
INFANT MASSAGE: Thurs, Feb 
22-Mar 22 (not Mar 8). 10-11am. $25. 
Slocan Park Hall
S L O C A N  VA L L E Y  S E E D 
EXCHANGE: Sun, Mar 4, 11am-2pm. 
Crescent Valley Hall. Vendor Tables 
$10. Table reservations must be made 
by Feb 23!

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

226-0008 WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

RENTAL WANTED submitted
Now that the Kaslo and District 

Community Forest Society has moved out 
of the Kemball building, communication 
with the community will be done via the 
society’s website and Facebook page, 
news media, and organized get-togethers 
(monthly board meetings, ‘what’s up’ 
meetings, field trips).

The new management team, Jeff 
Reyden, RPF, and Sabrina Mutterer, 
are leading the organization through the 
transition.

In February, the society’s new website 
by the Pennywise will be launched. The 
society’s digital technology is being 
managed by Mel B Digital. Community 
members can feel free to walk into her 
office in the Kootenaian building, down 
the hall from Sunnyside Naturals, to get 
help with access to society resources such 

Kaslo & District Community 
Forest Society announces changes

as membership and nomination forms. 
Mel’s office is open Mondays 9:30-5, and 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from noon to 5 pm.

Carol Brown is the organization’s 
new bookkeeper, taking over from 
Ronnie Carmen. “We’re very grateful 
for Ronnie’s dedication to her job and all 
she’s done for our society,” Mutterer said. 
Carmen was the society’s bookkeeper 
for 14 years.

Field season will commence in April 
with the planting of roughly 160,000 trees 
and preparations to harvest two cutting 
permits in the Buchanan / 7 Mile area.

For more information about the 
operation of the community forest, 
contact the management team by phone 
(Jeff: 354-9803; Sabrina: 353-2384) or 
email: manager@kaslocommunityforest.
org.
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ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

ADVERTISING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

TOWING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters for most 
common vehicles! NEW TIRE SALES – Installs, Repairs & 
Changeovers • AFTERMARKET PARTS • PERFORMANCE 
PARTS • GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR • POWER 

POLISHING • WHEELS • INSTALLATIONS

TUES

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

COMMUNITY

Arts and culture grants now available through CKCA
mentoring / master classes; organizational 
development; major project arts; artists in 
education; and a new arts presenting and 
creation program for organizations. ‘Arts 
Evolution’ is for organizations which 
present or create work, curatorial projects, 
or which want to undertake new arts and 
cultural projects or collaborative works. 

Applications are adjudicated once 
a year by local arts councils and the 
CKCA Steering Committee. Funding also 
supports the development of a regional 
arts and cultural publication and the 
popular Columbia Basin Culture Tour, 
which will occur in August 2018. 

For 2018-19, the focus of CKCA-
managed grant programs has shifted 
to arts and culture support. Heritage 
organizations that were previously 
supported through CKCA programming 
can now access new programs at the 
Trust.

Built Heritage Grants and Heritage, 
Museum and Archive Grants support the 
preservation of built heritage assets and 
the varied work of heritage organizations. 
There is also a dedicated heritage planner 
from Heritage BC available to work with 
heritage organizations in the Basin. You 
can learn more about these programs at 
ourtrust.org/heritage. CKCA staff cannot 
assist with inquiries about the Trust 

heritage programs.
Because the Trust is providing 

heritage support through other channels, 
and the CKCA granting budget remains 
the same, there is actually increased 
funding overall in support of arts and 
cultural projects this year. Applications 
must be received by March 2 or March 16, 
2018, depending on the program.

Over the next three years, the Trust is 

expanding its support for arts, culture and 
heritage with $11.6 million. Learn more at 
ourtrust.org/artscultureheritage. 

Visit www.basinculture.com, for 
more information about programs and 
application procedures. Please note, 
applications will now be submitted 
online for most programs. Call CKCA at 
250-505-5505 or 1-877-505-7355 for any 
additional questions.  

submitted
The Kootenay Outdoor Producer 

Co-op is hosting a public meeting the 
afternoon of Saturday, February 17 at 
the Prestige in Nelson.

The Kootenay Outdoor Producer 
Co-op is a multi-stakeholder cooperative 
being formed in the Central Kootenay 
region to produce organic outdoor 
cannabis on underutilized agricultural 

Kootenay Outdoor Production Co-op hosts meeting February 17
land.

Proposed regulations allow for not 
only outdoor production and the KOP’s 
co-op business model but also for micro 
cultivators, micro processors, and hemp.

The focus of the February 17 event 
will be on informing people how they 
can participate in this new industry under 
the umbrella of the co-op. Opportunities 
for landowners and investors, how the 

co-op will work with micro cultivators 
and micro processors, and the co-op’s 
quest for local seed will all be discussed.

There will also be a mini job fair with 
information on the many employment 
opportunities that will be provided by 
the co-op.

The event will run from noon to 6 
pm. Presentations and the job fair will be 
happening 2 pm – 5 pm.

submitted
Artists in all disciplines, as well 

as arts and culture organizations, are 
invited to apply for funding through the 
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance 
(CKCA), which delivers the Arts and 
Culture Program on behalf of Columbia 
Basin Trust.

The CKCA may consider funding 
the same type of project again 
in subsequent years, but this is not 
guaranteed. Applicants must apply again 
the subsequent year and compete for 
funding through the regular adjudication 
process.

For 2018-19, CKCA is receiving 
$750,000 from the Trust to directly 
support arts and culture projects. 
Funding is available for individuals and 
groups through the following programs: 
community arts councils; minor capital 
arts projects; touring; arts and cultural 
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submitted
Good news! The Slocan Valley 

Grassroots Grammas are organizing 
their third deluxe rummage sale. 

On the morning of Saturday, 
May 26 Treasures, Tools and Tea 
(3Ts) will take place at the Passmore 
Hall, 3656 Old Passmore Road. 
Customers of Tools and Treasures 

Treasures, Tools and Tea – not your average rummage sale
One in 2012 and Two in 2015, 
are still enjoying their golf clubs, 
binoculars, dishes, jewellery, toys and 
jig saws. Sales support the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation’s international 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
Campaign, and happy local shoppers 
who stock up on desirable items at 
unbelievable prices. 

Grassroots Grammas are now 
seeking donations of choice items 
you value, but haven’t used in a 
while. Space at this smaller venue 
will be at a premium, so books, 
clothing and electronics cannot 
be accepted this time. This is a 
good time to hound your friends, 
neighbours, relatives and co-workers 
to box up ‘the good stuff’ for this 
sale. Choose household or workshop 
items that a Gramma can lift. Call 
lead organizer Linda at 226-7304 if 
you have donations that need pick-
up, pricing and storage. 

All proceeds will be directed 
through the  Stephen Lewis 
Foundation to the grassroots 
organizations in Africa that provide 
grandmothers and the children in 
their care with everything from food 
and educational supplies to medical 
care, adequate bedding, housing, 
counselling and support groups. We 
honour the African grandmothers for 
stepping up to care for millions of 
children orphaned by AIDS, showing 
astonishing reserves of love, courage 
and emotional resilience, even 
while grieving the loss of their adult 
children and dealing with their own 
health issues. 

Circle May 26 on your calendar, 
and start filling a box with treasures 
and tools to donate now. 

The 26th annual Winter Blues Boogie featured Baker St. Blues and Clint Swanson’s R&B Revue and both kept the house dancing deep into the 
night. The closure of Highway 31A due to avalanches kept the Kaslo contingent away, making it a much smaller crowd than usual. Here Clint 

Swanson, Aryn Sherriff and Fraser Black belt out the classic Sweet Home Chicago.
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submitted
More British Columbia artists will 

have an opportunity to showcase their 
talents around the globe as a result of 
increased funding by the International 
Presence Program, Lisa Beare, Minister 
of Tourism, Arts and Culture, has 
announced.

The Province is increasing its 
investment in the program by $100,000 
to $350,000.

“We want to share BC’s amazing 
artistic talent with the world and attract 
top industry executives to our province,” 
said Beare. “The International Presence 
Program gives us that opportunity, 
enabling BC artists to step onto the world 
stage and make important connections 
with industry representatives who can 
help them succeed.”

Province helps BC artists develop global profile
Program grants are intended to 

heighten the global understanding and 
appreciation of British Columbia’s 
arts, culture, creativity and innovation. 
BC artists are provided with funding 
to support developing relationships 
between BC’s arts and culture sector and 
its international counterparts.

International Presence Program 
funding is awarded via three main 
streams: Arts promotion, representation 
and exposure; Incoming presenters and 
curators; Artistic and cultural exchange.

Funds for the BC government’s 
International Presence Program are 
administered through the Arts Legacy 
Fund. This funding aligns with provincial 
trade and tourism goals, supports growth 
in the creative economy and enhances 
international exposure and network-

building opportunities for BC artists and 
arts organizations.

In the 2016-17 International Presence 
Program pilot, these grants supported 
international exposure for over 70 BC 
artists and arts organizations; brought 
over 60 international curators and 
presenters to BC; provided connections 
with international counterparts from over 
20 countries; and sent BC representatives 
to 15 international industry trade shows.

The government of BC is investing 
more than $60 million in arts and culture 
organizations in 2017-18, including 
about $17.5 million through community 
gaming grants.

For more information about the 
International Presence Program, and 
to apply for grants, visit: http://ow.ly/
sxdk3083Co5


