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Crown appeals stay of charges against Executive Flight Centre
lawyers. All they have to do is create
delays – a standard practice in the legal
system – until 18 months have passed,
and then apply for a stay of charges.
The Lemon Creek fuel spill trial
against EFC, the Province of BC, and
Danny LaSante was scheduled to begin
September 25. The first week was
taken up with EFC’s application for a
stay of charges. The stay was granted
October 30.
However, the trial against the

Province of BC and truck driver
Danny LaSante continues as planned.
Hearings took place the last two weeks
of November, and resume the end of
January. The Province and LaSante
are facing charges under the federal
Fisheries Act and the BC Environmental
Act of unlawfully depositing or
permitting to be deposited a deleterious
substance into Lemon Creek.
Neither the Province nor LaSante
applied for a stay of charges based on

the Jordan time limit. The Province
originally signed on to the EFC
application for a stay of charges, but
decided to withdraw. LaSante was not
eligible to sign on to EFC’s application
because he was first charged less than
18 months ago, on July 22, 2016, by the
federal government. Burgoon did not
charge LaSante; she lay charges against
EFC and the Province only.
The Lemon Creek fuel spill
occurred on July 26, 2013. About

33,000 litres of jet fuel spilled into the
creek when EFC driver Danny LaSante
took a wrong turn up Lemon Creek
Road and lost control of the vehicle. He
was delivering a tanker full of jet fuel
to the provincial government’s staging
area for the Perry Ridge wildfire.
Other legal actions in connection
with the fuel spill are underway,
including a class action lawsuit for
residents who were evacuated during
the spill.
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by Jan McMurray
The decision to stay the charges
against Executive Flight Centre in the
Lemon Creek fuel spill trial has been
appealed.
Chief Federal Prosecutor Todd
Gerhart has confirmed that an appeal
has been filed and is scheduled for
hearing in April 2018 in Nelson.
Justice Lisa Mrozinski stayed
the charges against Executive Flight
Centre (EFC) on October 30 on the
grounds that EFC’s Charter right to a
trial within a reasonable time period
had been breached.
The ‘reasonable time period’ is 18
months, established in the ‘Regina vs.
Jordan’ Supreme Court case.
Charges in the Lemon Creek
case were first laid by Slocan Valley
resident Marilyn Burgoon in a private
prosecution on September 29, 2014
– well over 18 months ago. The
federal government took over the
case in January 2016 – also more
than 18 months ago. However, the
Crown didn’t lay charges until July
2016, which is less than 18 months
ago. Justice Mrozinski found that
the 18-month Jordan time period
started when Burgoon laid charges,
and approved EFC’s application for a
stay of charges.
“I’m relieved to hear that Justice
Mrozinski’s decision will be appealed,”
said Burgoon. “A terrible precedent
would be set if the Jordan clock starts
ticking with a private prosecution.”
Burgoon feels that Mrozinski’s
ruling leaves an easy out for defense

Santa and his elves showed up for the Nakusp Rotary Club’s 31st Annual Community Christmas Carol Sing, December 6, at the Nakusp Secondary School Gymnasium.

$10,000 REWARD

In late November, the high-pressure water lines to the Halcyon Point Hot Springs
development were cut and vandalized.
$10,000 reward for information leading to the conviction of the culprit.

Call 250-265-2185 or call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477
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Imagine Salmon presentation envisions return of salmon
by Art Joyce
At a presentation at the Nakusp
Seniors’ Hall the evening of December
5, the audience was urged to envision
and support the return of salmon to the
Salmo River and Upper Columbia River
ecosystem. Gerry Nellestijn, coordinator
of the Salmo Watershed Streamkeepers
Society, and environmental assistant
Eleanor Duifhuis presented a slideshow
explaining how this might be achieved.
Nellestijn is a fisheries technician
who says that early in his career he began
to realize he was “monitoring decline” in
Columbia Basin fisheries habitat. The
cause is not mysterious, particularly
for salmon: the dam system that blocks
salmon from completing a migration
cycle from the Pacific Ocean to the Basin
and back again.
When the Columbia River Treaty
was negotiated, no consideration was
given to the impact on ecosystems or
fisheries. According to a dam impacts
study done by the Fish & Wildlife

Compensation Program, 40,000 hectares
of lakes were inundated by the dams,
nearly 11,500 hectares of rivers, and
more than 12,600 hectares of wetlands
– prime habitat for both terrestrial and
aquatic life.
More than 50 years later, biologists
understand better how the loss of nutrient
transfer from salmon spawning runs
affects the entire chain of species in a
habitat.
American First Nations have been
at the forefront of campaigning for
the return of salmon, whose loss has
been devastating to their cultures.
Some smaller dams in the US have
already been removed to allow for the
reintroduction of salmon. These dams
had reached the limit of their engineering
lifespan, or were failing as flood control
due to silt accumulation.
Nellestijn explained that there are
six species of salmon on the planet; the
largest, the chinook, can reach lengths of
over six feet and weigh over 100 pounds,

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE COUNCIL & STAFF OF
THE VILLAGE OF NAKUSP
Please note the following holiday schedule:
NAKUSP SPORTS COMPLEX:
Closed December 25, 26 & January 1st, 2018
Public Skating: Admission: Adults $2, Youth $2, under 5-free
HOLIDAY ICE SCHEDULE:
Regular ice schedule from December 23 to January 6 except
closures on December 25 -26 & January 1, 2018. (No skating on
Sat., Dec 30 & Sun., Dec. 31 due to Falcon’s Cup)
Junior Hockey 8:00 am - 9:30 am
$2
Senior Hockey 10:00 am – 11:30 am
$5
Public Skating 12:00 pm - 3:30 pm
$2
4:00 pm - 9:00 pm - Private Rentals Available - $36/hr
Please check with Arena Staff 250-265-4500 or 250-265-1171 for
more information
or for additional ice bookings.
VILLAGE OFFICE: (91 1st Street NW):
The Village office will be closed Monday, December 25th and
Tuesday, December 26th
Reopen on Wednesday, December 27th
The office will be closed on January 1st, 2018
PUBLIC WORKS:
Garbage pickup for Monday, December 25th will be moved to
Wednesday, December 27th and
Monday, January 1st, 2018 garbage pickup will be moved to
Tuesday, January 2nd, 2018.
All other garbage pickups remain on regular scheduled days.
Recycling pick up is on December 21st, 2017 and January 4th, 2018.
Public Works office will be closed December 25th, December 26th
and January 1st, 2018.
Emergencies Only - 250-265-3861
HOT SPRINGS
December 23 – normal winter hours 9:30 am to 9:30 pm
December 24 – open at 9:30 am to 5:00 pm only
December 25 – open at 9:30 am to 5:00 pm only
December 26- open regular hours of 9:30 am to 9:30 pm
Winter Wednesdays- November to March
NAKUSP FIRE DEPARTMENT:
The Nakusp Fire Department wishes everyone a Merry Christmas.
Please be holiday safe: be careful with candles and electrical
overloads.
Remember to change smoke detector batteries
In an emergency call 911

and was once caught in the Kootenays.
Some salmon travel over 2,000 km to
lay their eggs where they once hatched,
swimming against the current.
Since the dams were built, the
signature Kootenay species – kokanee,
a type of sockeye or landlocked salmon
– has had to be artificially stocked. It’s
not known whether kokanee existed
in the lower reaches of the Columbia
historically. Egg deposition occurs in
the gravel beds of flowing streams, and
once did so in the Salmo (originally
the Salmon) River, which according to
Nellestijn has seen up to a third of its
spawning habitat degraded.
Migration into the Columbia is
blocked by the Chief Joseph and Grand
Coulee dams in the US, so salmon can
only reach 310 km downstream of our
border. The Columbia River was once
the world’s most abundant salmon river.
Historically, Canadian First Nations
harvested 124,000–746,000 salmon
annually. Their salmon chiefs – what
Nellestijn called “the first fisheries
managers” – could call a halt to
harvesting in order to protect fish stocks.
So what can be done? Fish ladders
perform well for some species but not
for others – a much different ladder
would be required for sturgeon than
Chinook. Another one is the ‘big techno
buckets,’ a kind of lock or elevator
that lifts salmon and other species up
over the dam, which is used at the
Duncan dam for bull trout. There are
also ‘salmon cannons,’ basically a giant
vacuum cleaner mechanism pioneered
by Whoossh Innovations. These have
been in use only for a couple of years at
some dams; the limitations are a length
of about 250 feet and a height limitation
of 100 feet. Fish barges are used in the
Snake River, where almost all the fish
are hatchery fish, with only 2% wild.

Fisheries managers would like to see that
percentage vastly increase. Trucking is
also used, and Nellestijn says it’s likely
this approach would be used in the Salmo
River until more permanent methods can
be installed.
But these techniques mostly address
upstream migration. For downstream
migration, collection channels in dam
reservoirs can be used to help smolts
avoid the turbines. The Deschutes
watershed has a multi-million dollar
facility where fish are sorted and
measured, and moved into trucks for
downstream distribution.
Canadian First Nations and US
tribes have developed a ‘joint paper’
that addresses passage into the Upper
Columbia for the restoration of sockeye
and chinook runs. Spinoff benefits would
include restoration of cultural, spiritual,
food and fisheries values, and restoration
of bull trout, sturgeon, and other native
species to their historical habitat.

Nellestijn says finding a way past
the Chief Joseph and Grand Coulee
dams would add 57 kilometres of salmon
habitat along the Pend Oreille and Salmo
Rivers and 75 kilometres along the
Kootenay and Slocan Rivers. Salmon
reintroduction measures – diverting
a small portion of flow into passage
channels – would result in no decrease in
flood control or irrigation, and a decrease
in electricity generation of only 2% or
less annually. First Nations have already
negotiated for fish passage at Waneta,
Brilliant, and Keenleyside dams when
they were converted from reservoirs to
generating dams.
“All of these things we know how
to improve,” said Nellestijn. “The
technology exists, and yes, the science
exists. What we need is the political
will.” He adds that the renegotiation of
the Columbia River Treaty is a prime
opportunity to advocate for salmon
reintroduction.

submitted
School District No. 8 (Kootenay
Lake) has announced the appointments
of Bruce MacLean as Director of
Operations, located primarily in
Nelson, and Janet Wall as Manager of
Transportation and Custodial Services,
located primarily in Creston.
MacLean was appointed as the
Manager of Operations in 2005 and has
provided long-term, excellent service to
SD 8. He brings history and knowledge
of the district, as well as credibility and
vision.
Wall was hired as a bus driver in
1988 and has served the district as driver,
Assistant Transportation Coordinator
and Transportation Coordinator, as well
as acting Manager of Transportation. She
brings a commitment to excellence in

service delivery in transportation which
will easily extend to the custodial realm.
The Board of Education would like
to congratulate both MacLean and Wall
on their new positions, and are confident
they will both provide a positive impact
on their departments.

SD 8 announces new appointments

NAKUSP
CURBSIDE
RECYCLING
CORRECTION

All recycling must be curbside
by 7 am.
(The ad in our November 30
issue, page 2, states all recycling
must be curbside before 9 am. This
is incorrect.)
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Rosebery to Summit Lake Rail Trail and Moto Bypass Trail approved
by Jan McMurray
The Rosebery to Summit Lake
Rail Trail has finally been given
the green light by the provincial
government.
The Rail Trail, Motorized Bypass
Trail, and Girl Guide Recreation Site
were approved by Justin Dexter,
Recreation Officer with Rec Sites
and Trails BC (RSTBC), in a letter
dated December 4.
The one big change from the
proposal that was publicized in
February is that most of the rail trail
will be designated non-motorized
once the Moto Bypass Trail is built
and open. In the proposal we saw
in February, most of the rail trail
was going to be open to motorized
use. The switch to non-motorized
use was made “after reviewing
all stakeholder (RDCK, Habitat,
BCTS, First Nations, Forestry,
Resorts, etc.) responses and public
referral responses and making a land
management decision based on that
feedback that is consistent with the
legalities of Crown Land use and one
that significantly improves the status
quo,” explained Dexter.
He added that hundreds of public
comments were received as part of
the process.
Now, the implementation work
will begin. John Cathro, who has
been facilitating the Rosebery to
Summit Lake Planning Group, will
be getting the group together soon to
discuss putting the plan into action.
Dexter says RSTBC will kick in

some funds for capital costs and an
implementation contractor, likely
Cathro.
In his messaging accompanying
the approval letter, Dexter says to the
four members of the planning group:
“Your participation moving forward
towards implementation is expected
and there is a lot of work to do.”
The rail trail will be nonmotorized from Rosebery to Ruby
Range Road just north of Summit
Lake, with the exception of the
section between the Girl Guide
Camp and the gravel pit in Hills. This
section will be open to motorized use
to accommodate access to the Moto
Bypass Trail.
The Moto Bypass Trail will run
basically parallel to the rail trail, on
the west side of Summit Lake and
the west side of Bonanza Creek. It
will stretch from the Hills gravel
pit to Ruby Range Road, where it
will meet the multi-use (motorized
allowed) rail trail to Nakusp. The
Moto Bypass Trail staging areas will
be at Bonanza Forest Service Road
and Summit Lake Ski Hill.
The Bypass Trail will be closed
at certain times of the year, to
be determined by government
biologists, in consideration of the
blue-listed western toads that live
in the Summit Lake area. Gates and
educational signage will be installed
at both ends of the trail to explain
and enforce closures.
The Bypass trail mostly follows
existing logging roads – Bonanza and

Summit – and also follows existing
cross-country ski trails at Summit
Lake Ski Hill. A 0.7-kilometre
section of new trail will have to
be built, and will be done when
(or after) BC Timber Sales builds
an extension on the north end of
Bonanza Forest Service Road.
The rail trail will continue
to be multi-use (motorized and
non-motorized) until the Moto
Bypass Trail has been built and is
operational.
The Girl Guide Camp has been
approved as a day recreation site.
Dexter notes in his approval letter
that overnight camping may be
considered in future, and that RSTBC
would support an application by the
RDCK for a Licence of Occupation
for the trail from Rosebery up to and
including the Girl Guide Camp, as
an extension of the existing Galena
Trail. The RDCK holds a Licence
of Occupation for the Galena Trail,
which runs from Three Forks to
Rosebery.
The proposal for the trail and
bypass trail was hashed out by a
group of four people, facilitated
by John Cathro of Kaslo. The
group’s job was to create a plan that
would balance concerns around the
sensitive ecosystems in the area
and the position of ATV enthusiasts
wanting motorized access. The
four members of the Rosebery
to Summit Lake Planning Group
are Ernie Knecht of the Arrow
Lakes ATV Club, Bill Beavin of

the Slocan Lake ATV Club, and
Richard Allin and Mike Koolen,
who sat on the steering committee
that produced a proposal for the rail
trail in 2015. The 2015 plan was
supported by a significant majority
of people in Area H North in a poll,
but was unacceptable to the ATV
community.
This same group will be
responsible for the implementation
of the plan.

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
25+ years experience

Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397

The weather was perfect for the 10th annual Candlelight and Cake ladies’ night on November 29 – a fun night out in Nakusp. Deborah, Jennifer,
Brenda Lee, Autumn, and Heather send out a big thanks to everyone who attended. The lucky winners of the two $125 gift certificate packages
were Marie Davidson and Karen Surina.

Gift-giving Ideas at Vince DeVito Shoes...
Leather
wallets from
Red Wing

Leather belts
hand-made
in house

Cozy
Slippers

Wool Sweaters
from Viberg

Darn
Tough
Socks

Great selection, professional fitting,
expert advice, comfort guarantee.
vincedevito.ca

www.facebook.
com/pages/VinceDeVitos-SpecialtyFootwear-LTD

Footwear of all kinds 411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622
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Kaslo Housing Society presents concept for riverside property
by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Housing Society has
a concept for an affordable housing
complex on the Village-owned land
that was set aside for them in 2001,
as well as funding for a housing
coordinator. Erika Bird, chair of

the society, made a presentation at
council’s November 28 Committee
of the Whole meeting to update the
Village on the society’s activities and
plans.
In an interview, Bird and Debra
Barrett, society secretary, said their key

message to council was their continued
interest in the riverside property in
Kaslo, and their wish to negotiate a
lease or transfer of title. “We had a very
positive reception,” Bird said.
Bird explained that society
representatives went before council
as a delegation in March, and council
asked them to come back with more
details about their vision for the
property, and information about what
other communities are doing.
“So we spent a fair bit of time
coming up with a shovel-ready
concept,” said Bird.
Barrett, a visual artist who has
experience with home renovations,
drew up conceptual drawings for a
two-storey lodge with 8-12 small
studio apartments and a central
courtyard. The drawings were part of

the presentation to council for their
feedback.
A landlord/ tenant survey
conducted by the society this year
confirmed that small units (for one
person) with $400-$800 monthly rental
fees are in greatest demand in Kaslo.
Bird said the society is looking at
a phased development; the Riverside
Lodge is the concept for phase one.
“We’re at the point where we can’t
proceed without the equity,” Bird said
“so we’ve asked council to think about
that. There are a number of ways it can
be done – transfer of title to the society,
transfer of title to a third party, a longterm lease.”
A comment made to the society
board from Rob Jaswall of CMHC
(Canadian Mortgage Housing
Corporation) was shared with council:

“Provincial and federal government
funding for affordable housing is
higher now than it is has ever been. To
access that funding, you have to start
with dirt under your feet.”
To help move a housing project
forward, the society will hire a housing
coordinator. The coordinator will
also work on increasing the number
of rentals in town by encouraging
secondary suites and the rental of ‘dark
homes’ (unoccupied by their owners
for most of the year), and on resolving
difficulties between landlords and
tenants. Funding for the coordinator
has come from CBT ($50,000) and
the Kaslo and Area D Economic
Development Commission ($14,000),
and two more grants are pending.
They’d like to raise enough funding to
offer the position for two years.

This is the Kaslo Housing Society’s concept for an affordable housing development on the Village-owned riverside property behind the Public Works yard.

Kootenay Gallery: a Spanish culinary road trip
submitted
As an antidote to Christmas
stress and winter weather, the
Kootenay Gallery is presenting A
Trip to Spain at the Old Theatre
Castlegar on Monday December 18
at 7 pm. As a special pre-movie treat,
for an extra $5, the gallery offers
a selection of tapas and a glass of

sangria in the cinema, before the
showing of the movie at 7:30. Movie
tickets are $9 at the door and at the
Gallery.
After their famous jaunts through
northern England and Italy, Steve
Coogan and Rob Bryden embark
on another delicious culinary road
trip. They head to Spain to sample

the best of the country’s gastronomic
delights. Between rounds of their
hilarious banter and celebrity
impersonations, which sound more
like the people they mock than the
stars themselves, are some more
serious reflections of what middle
age means to them.
As always the scenery is
breathtaking and the cuisine to die
for – if you don’t succumb from
laughing first!

Wishes you the Best of the
Holiday Season
Our offices will be closed December 23 - 26 and December 30
www.heritagecu.ca
Traditional Service In person and Online

Slocan Valley Branch:
3014 Hwy 6, Slocan Park

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to all
our customers
Closed Sunday, Monday, Tuesday
Dec 24-26
Closed Sunday and Monday
Dec 31 & Jan 1
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Concept drawing of the new Green Door building. The new building will house a youth centre with a pool, climbing wall and bowling lanes, and aquaponics and energy businesses.

Green Door Revitalization Project plans cutting-edge enterprise
by Claire Paradis
Joseph and Rosemary Hughes are
two of the people with an ambitious
vision for Nakusp, one the Hughes see
as not only achievable but sensible. They
are part of a group planning to turn the
old Green Door site across from Nakusp
Secondary School into a youth centre
with a pool, climbing wall and bowling
lanes, and aquaponics and energy
businesses – all heated by bioenergy
from wood waste. If the Green Door
Revitalization Project comes to fruition,
it will be one of the most progressive
projects in the province, if not the
country. “It’s not fancy, it’s practical,”
said Rosemary when I talked with her
about the project.
What to do with the Green Door
property has been a longstanding
question since the youth facility on the
site was badly damaged in a 2006 fire.
In 2015, $30,000 was granted via
Columbia Basin Trust’s Community
Initiatives program for a feasibility study
to investigate what it would take to get
a community pool, greenhouse, and
bioenergy project going on the site. The
monies were used to hire an architect
to make plans, as well as to remove
asbestos and demolish the dilapidated
Green Door building.
Both Rosemary and Joseph Hughes
note that the Green Door Revitalization
Project garnered the most Community
Initiative votes that year, which they

see as a strong endorsement from the
community.
“It’s supported by the community,
and we have the gumption to get it up and
running properly,” said Joseph.
The project would also offer
employment for locals, and there would
be jobs for youth.
The Hughes point out that green
technologies will be something all
small communities will be investing
in in future, and that this project has
the potential to be an innovator in
that field. Incorporating renewable
biomass energy production as well as
local food production, the Green Door
Revitalization Project could be a cuttingedge installation in Nakusp.
Aquaponics, a passion for Rosemary
Hughes and a central part of the project,
is a rapidly growing trend. The basic
idea of aquaponics is to efficiently cycle
nutrients through a closed system. Fish
kept in ponds are fed, and the water
from the ponds is used to water and give
nutrients to plants grown in high-density
towers. Excess water is filtered by the
plants and returned to the fish ponds.
The Hughes are bringing in Dan
Ronald, founder of Aqua Terra Farms
and Pure Life Global, and a family
friend, as an advisor. Ronald has been
working on aquaponics designing
equipment, conducting research, and
setting up systems since 2009. Currently,
he is working with Dr. Nick Savidov

Merry
Christmas

Thanks for the
warm welcome &
ongoing support

122 SILVER ST | THREE FORKS | 250.358.2121 | rich@krazykustoms.ca

at Lethbridge College to improve
aquaponics filtration systems so they
are able to remove bacteria that can block
the flow of nutrients into plants.
Rosemary sees all the project’s
many parts as practical and sustainable.
For example, one of the costs associated
with having a pool, she said, is heat
for the building and the pool water,
which would be provided by the wood
waste-burning bioenergy portion of the
project. And the heat produced from
the bioenergy plant could also be sold
as cheap heat to the school, she added.
In his presentation to council, Joseph

stressed that the project – including and
particularly the pool – is designed to be
self-supporting, and is never intended to
be a line item for taxation for the Village
or the Regional District.
“It’s really, really important that the
project is sustainable, that it can support
itself for years to come,” Rosemary
stressed when I talked with her. She
emphasized “hard facts” will be used for
the project’s financial planning. Hughes
also stressed that following all the
regulations is top priority for the group
as they work on the project.
At the moment, the project is in its

“embryonic phase,” said Rosemary, but
she is cautiously hopeful. The group
is working on a business plan for the
venture, with the help of funding from
a Rural Dividend Grant.
“We would like to break ground
in 2018, but is that realistic? I keep my
fingers crossed.”
Plans for the project are on display
at the Old Fire Hall and people are
encouraged to leave suggestions and
their contact info. The Old Fire Hall is
open Fridays 12-4 pm for Fringe Fridays
and Saturdays 10-2 for the Farmer’s
Market.
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OPINION

Donald’s
Dilemma

Why does it matter which story breaks
If all of the news is failing and fake?
How to enhance your image, your
brand
If those evil reporters should all be
banned?
How to impress if it’s all just a “ruse”?
How to bedazzle if it’s all fake news?
Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

Talk of electoral
reform

Recently, with the online
release of the government survey
on electoral reform in BC, there
seems to be more discussion about
proportional representation (PR).
Sorting through the available
information must be done with
caution.
So far I am given to wonder,
if PR is so bad, why do almost 90
countries use some form of that
system and have not decided to
return to their former system?
There have been suggestions
that PR will lead to minority
governments, where no serious
policy can be passed. I was reminded
of a time in the 1960s when the
Pearson Liberals had a minority
and had to collaborate with the
NDP of Tommy Douglas. That
collaboration lead to our Canada
Pension Plan, a new Canadian flag,
a Canada Student Loan program and
Medicare. It seems that collaboration
did not lead to dysfunction.
Clearly, it would seem we
have so much to gain when more
people have a meaningful role in
the governance of our province or
country and when collaboration
rather than confrontation can
become the accepted model of
behaviour within that system.
Ron Robinson
Nelson
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Another voice
for electoral
reform

In just under one year from now,
the British Columbia government
will have a mail-in referendum on
how we vote for representatives in
the legislature. Many countries around
the world, as well as many municipal
jurisdictions, already use a form of
proportional representation. Basically,
instead of the current common result
whereby a party can win majority
status with less than a majority of
the popular vote, a proportional
system delivers the number of seats
proportionate to the popular vote.
So a party that gets 40% of the vote
will have 40% of the seats. This is
the method of voting used internally
by many parties to choose their
candidates; probably because it is
simple and fair.
Can we as voters have a simple
and fair voting system too? The
referendum makes it possible. We
have the opportunity now to study the
issue, and even give the government
feedback on forming the referendum.
The government site to read about our
current system, and four proportional
systems used around the world is:
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/howwevote/
votingsystems. Most importantly, this
site includes a questionnaire that seeks
public input to how the referendum
question is framed. The deadline for
input is February 28, 2018.
A guide to filling out the
questionnaire is available at: http://
www.fairvote.ca/bc-governmentconsultation-survey
Please have a look online
and familiarize yourself with this
important issue. Public libraries
will be offering information on
proportional representation and can
probably assist those without internet
access to glean the information and
write in their input as well.
Lisa Bramson
Nelson

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Come check out our new menu!!

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Local support for the
RDCK decision to
recognize the Sinixt

There are several archaeological
studies of the Arrow Lakes and Slocan
Valley landscapes and they all name the
Sinixt as the inhabitants of land since
the last ice age. They were honoured
as the Mother tribe of the Salish people
of the Pacific Northwest, including
Washington, Idaho, Montana, British
Columbia and Vancouver Island.
The Sinixt controlled the fishery
at Kettle Falls in Washington State.
They were a peaceful and matrilineal
culture under the guidance of a circle of
grandmothers.
To even suggest that the Westbank
First Nation (WFN) cannot find any
Crown land in the Okanagan in their
own territory is ridiculous! Okanagan
Lake has become polluted and the WFN
wants a pristine area, such as Fauquier,
to fish and hunt in.
WFN members should stay in their
own territory and be supportive of their
ancestral cousins, the Sinixt, in getting
their extinction status lifted.
The RDCK motion to the federal
government is an enormous step in the
right direction. (See the front page of the
Valley Voice November 30, 2017 issue.)
To show your support for the Sinixt
Nation, please write your MLA Katrine

Conroy, and MP Richard Cannings.
Sharon Montgomery, Mary
Ellen Harris, Walter Pasieka, Pearl
Last, Ganishka Silverfox
Nakusp

In favour of pro rep

With pain I still remember “The
War in the Woods” in the late ‘90s,
during my Winlaw days when Valley
communities were utterly polarized over
planned logging in our watersheds: old
friendships wrecked, people shunned
and even persecuted. I’m reminded
of this time, as discussion about the
proportional representation (PR)
referendum is growing, now that our
BC government has posted the survey for
our input on the referendum questions to
change our voting system.
In my opinion, that ‘war’ was not
just about logging and the environment.
Mixed into it were various parties’ intent
to score political points in preparation
for the next provincial election. The
party-political stakes were high. Under
the First Past the Post (FPTP) electoral
system, only one MLA could be elected
here, and only one party would rule the
Province even if that party didn’t get the
most actual votes.
Had we had a PR system instead
of winner-take-all FPTP, many people
would have been much more calm,
knowing that the election would result
in MLAs and a government representing
a plurality of views and values. People

would have known that their voices
would be reflected.
Rural BCers are a diverse bunch,
and the big advantage of PR is that
it provides representation of diverse
voices. In fact, some PR systems – such
as Mixed Member Proportional Rep
(MMPR) which thus far is my favourite
– result in MORE rural representation
than our current FPTP system does,
because you get two votes: one for the
person you choose to advocate for your
constituency and work for YOU, and one
for the party you prefer.
The BC government we’d end up
with would be composed, proportionally,
of all significant parties as reflected in
that ‘party’ vote. Way better than the
FPTP system we now have, where the
second runner-up in each constituency
is totally ignored, all those votes being
utterly wasted.
For peace in the Valley and across
the Province, I’m all in favour of
proportional representation.
Antoinette Halberstadt
Castlegar

Correction

The link in my letter in the
last issue of the Valley Voice had
an error (my fault). Re: ‘The long
wait for the Independent Republic of
Catalonia.’ The correct link is: htpps://
petitions.ourcommons.ca.en/Petition/
Details?Petition=e-1335
Moiria Grau, Silverton
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An open letter
to the provincial
and federal
governments

In 1956, the federal and provincial
governments falsely declared the Arrow
Lakes Indians (the Sinixt, Interior Salish
peoples) extinct. It is well documented in
many archaeological, ethnographic and
anthropological studies that the Arrow
Lakes and Slocan Valleys were occupied
since the last ice age by the Sinixt peoples
and their ancestors.
One must wonder why the governments
are reluctant to acknowledge this travesty
and to do the right thing in rectifying this
gross injustice. And to compound this
egregious injustice, they have given land
within the Sinixt territory to the Ktunaxa
(Kutenai) of the East Kootenay and are
planning to give reservation status to a
small property purchased by the Westbank
Okanagan First Nation in the Fauquier area
of the Arrow Lakes.
Why the governments are accepting
these false claims by these tribes while
ignoring the true claims of the Sinixt
peoples can only be seen as a political
move to avoid accepting their mistake in
falsely declaring the Sinixt extinct. Is it
because they would have to admit that the
real reason for the extinction had to do with
the beginning of the negotiations for the
Columbia River Treaty with the US and
they didn’t want to deal with these people’s
claim to this territory?
Whatever their excuse, this injustice
should not be allowed to stand. The
extinction of the Sinixt must be rescinded
and their rightful place on this landscape
and in our history restored. Otherwise, all
this talk of reconciliation is nothing more
than the hollow words of a non-repentant
colonial oppressor.
I have spent the better part of the last
30 years studying the pre-history of this
region and documented it in my book,
Ghost Peoples, The Sinixt, Recovering
from Extinction. In it is a bibliography of
the historical accounts of the Hudson Bay
fur traders, the first Jesuit missionaries, and
the scientific studies of this area. There is
absolutely no reason for the Westbank
and Ktunaxa peoples to have any claim
to these lands.
Please write your MLA and MP
to voice your concern about the gross
injustice.
Cliff Woffenden
Nakusp

Time to reinvent
our rural
communities

Regarding the logging of watersheds,
I advise everyone to have a look at the
Google Maps with the satellite view.
Pan around the West Kootenay to areas
like Nancy Greene, Valhalla and Nakusp
and you will see an incredible number of
clearcuts. These forest companies have had
their day in the sun since the 1900s and now
they want to tiptoe through people’s back
yards with saws and equipment!
When I was in the Selkirk College
forestry program in 1986, we learned

of the ‘fall down effect.’ Slocan Forest
Products (remember them?) learned this
effect the hard way. Eventually, the mature
timber that can be put through a sawmill
diminishes because forest companies are
logging in an unsustainable manner and
rate.
If forest companies and BC
government truly were ‘Taking Care of the
Land,’ then we would not be in this spiteful
predicament. ‘The Land’ they so smugly
manage with paper from trees does not care
a hoot about humans. Nature always comes
roaring back. We humans may not last long
on this planet because governments value
taxes and jobs above the land they claim
will ‘Take Care of Them.’
Millions of board feet are cut every
year in the West Kootenay. Does that sound
sustainable? People and government better
start innovating in rural areas or they will
be the memory. The sustained exploitation
of resources in BC is done for maximum
profit in true greedy capitalistic fashion to
satisfy shareholders. That is the sustainable
stewardship in 2017 in British Columbia.
Change is in the air and I am glad
people are finding their backbone with
regard to this wretched logging in people’s
watersheds. These forest companies and the
Province of BC have had it their way for far
too long. Let’s bring on the People Power!
Animals have no say, tiny frogs have no
say, the land has no say, trees have no say.
Only humans have a say, so stand up with
a spine and be heard!
The land will take care of us, in a
communal grave, if we do not reinvent our
rural communities.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Who wants the
Site C Dam?

The NDP’s collaboration with
corporate pollsters like Angus Reid lost
them the 2013 election. Why would
they listen to Angus Reid again?
On Oct 2, 2017 Angus Reid surveyed
608 British Columbians about their
thoughts on Site C, and found that 45%
say the dam should go ahead as planned,
27% say it should be cancelled, and 28%
are not sure.
Previously in another poll released
November 16, 2016 by Insights West
73% of BC residents supported halting
construction and sending the project to an
independent review. They found 63% of
respondents who voted for the governing
BC Liberal Party supported the additional
Site C review, while 83% of BC NDP
backers favoured halting the dam.
These are two very different results.
Angus Reid seems to be saying most people
want the dam by a wide margin, and the
Insights West poll says the majority of
people do not want it. So who is telling
the truth?
One week before the 2013 BC election,
Angus Reid claimed that the NDP lead over
the Liberals had dramatically dropped
from 17% down to a 9% lead. On top of
that, Angus Reid then claimed the NDP
dropped a further 16% of its support in
that last week of the campaign and lost by
7% to the Liberals. Oddly, internal polls
showed the Liberals ahead from the start to
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the finish of the campaign with very little
shift in support.
This was the swiftest and largest drop
of voter support in any modern election.
Astonishingly, Angus Reid had very few
explanations of the cause. Strangely the
NDP campaign organizers said little about
the situation. www.powertothepeople.ca/
topp-secret
So what really happened? The only
logical answer is Angus Reid appears to
have fiddled with the numbers. Is Angus
Reid still bending facts with their Site C
poll? Are the NDP gurus still listening to
Angus Reid?
The best evidence shows that the
majority of the people of BC do not want
the Site C Dam. This is the time for a
decision. What is the Premier waiting for?
Walt McGinnis
Victoria

Russia is building five for herself, two
for Belarus, two for Slovakia and two for
Ukraine. United Arab Emirates are having
four built by Korean Electric Power. US
is having four built by Westinghouse.
Pakistan is having three built by China
National Nuclear. South Korea is building
three for herself. Japan is building two for
herself and two for Taiwan. Brazil is having
one built by Siemans out of Germany.
Finland is having one built by French
company Areva. France is building one
for herself.
Canada? Trudeau is busy pushing tar
sand junk through pipelines to uncertain
markets.
Frank Nixon
Winlaw

predators.
We are amid a renaissance period
as societies and nations determine
how best to deal with a biodiversity
collapse as well as climate change.
Canadians need to re-evaluate what is
underway. Squandering large carnivores
and biodiverse old-growth forests where
caribou live are not effective ways to
preserve caribou herds that are already
dangerously low.
Many independent scientists
vehemently oppose wolf kill programs,
not only because methods are often
inhumane, but because predator culling
is an unreliable method of increasing
prey populations and can result in a
decrease in the overall diversity of plant
and animal species.
Sadie Parr, Executive Director,
Wolf Awareness
Golden

Trump announced he would withdraw
from the Paris Climate Accord, there was
concern about what China would do. In the
October issue of the Scientific American is
an article: ‘China’s Moment.’Alongside the
main article, there is this brief for those who
might not want to read the whole article:
“Much of China’s push toward
developing renewable energy can be
seen as a response to rising social unrest
over dangerous levels of pollution. With
rampant industrialization came rampant
environmental degradation, including
cities clogged with sooty air. But that is
not the only motivation. China also sees
an opportunity to develop and deploy
renewable energy technologies that,
presumably, many nations will want in
the near future for carbon mitigation.
That is partly why Bill Gates’s nuclear
reactor company, TerraPower, partnered
with China. The interest, investment and
timeliness simply did not exist at home.”
In the main article, President Xi
Jinping, a former chemist, staunchly
reaffirmed his country’s commitment to
investing in renewable energy and meeting
its emission goals. In fact, China is already
blowing past some of its targets.
$1.2 trillion devoted to research and
development between 2016 and 2020.
Of that, $373 billion is slated to go to
renewable energy alone. Additionally, a
10-year ‘Made in China 2025’ initiative
supports progress in areas such as artificial
intelligence, cloud computing, robotics,
biotechnology and electric vehicles.
In other news:
In the Scientific American, August
issue, there is a one-page graphic-style
presentation showing where in the world
the commercial nuclear reactors under
construction are. A caption reads, “Asia
aggressively builds nuclear power as the
West withdraws.”
There are 56 under construction,
and 19 are in China. Two are being built
by Russia. These are the largest ever
assembled, 1660 megawatts each. Four
are by American company Westinghouse.
Two are by French companies. The rest are
by China’s own engineers of about 1000
megawatts each.
India is building five on her own.

by the BC Government indicates that
the minimum death toll has increased by
108 wolves to a total of 402 killed in the
province’s experiment under the guise
of caribou conservation. The report also
states that radio-collaring efforts begin in
the fall to later allow tracking of wolves
back to their families in an attempt to
kill as many wolves as possible during
winter. The program has entered its
fourth year.
BC began its misguided
experimental wolf reduction program in
late 2014. Last year, the killing expanded
beyond the existing South Peace and
South Selkirk locations, to include a
third area around the Revelstoke caribou
maternity pen.
The government report, titled Wolf
Management Plan for Caribou Summary
Year Three (2016-17) FINAL, makes the
following claim: “Based on the success
observed at the Klinse Za maternity pen
arising from wolf removal in that herd
area, aerial wolf removal was started
for the Revelstoke maternity pen.” Yet
the results from these experiments are
questionable, and part of the public
support behind the Revelstoke maternity
pens included a move away from
predator kill programs.
Recommendations made by
scientists in 2007 to preserve 34,000
ha of high suitability habitat for caribou
recovery in the Revelstoke Planning
Unit were whittled down to only 10,000
ha. Subsequently, using a loophole in
the Revelstoke Land Use Plan, almost
10,000 ha of Old Growth Management
Areas (OGMAs) were permitted to be
logged to compensate timber licensees
for the protected caribou habitat.
We need to re-examine an old
sentiment still being perpetuated by
government wildlife managers and even
some scientists that killing wolves is of
no conservation concern because they
are abundant and resilient. The natural
ability of wolves to repopulate when
exploited does not excuse our butchery
of them, and it does not release our
responsibility to protect and preserve
ecological functions, which are downratcheted with the removal of apex

I live in the Kootenays, an area where
the very geography was altered by the
dams on the Columbia River system. There
used to be orchards and farms in the Arrow
Valley. Now that rich farmland is under
the watery desert of the Arrow reservoir,
and at my local grocery store I buy apples
imported from Washington state (also
grown with Columbia River water, stored
up here to even out the flow).
Now you want to do the same thing
to the Peace Valley? Land that provides
food and ecosystem services and put it
under water? Again?! Are we not ever
learning anything? The arguments I hear
regarding building/not building Site C
are those of an accountant. If we are
required to hold dispassionate arguments
only, those reasons ought to suffice to
cancel the program. However it is a pity
that accounting should supersede overall
wisdom. Food security is paramount, and
how can you put a dollar amount on having
food security say 100 years from now?
Harvests around the world are increasingly
failing due to havoc with climate and you
are about to put good ranch/farm land under
water?! This is the mentality of the ‘60s!
Yes, you’ll ruffle some feathers
terminating contracts. This you can mitigate
politically by creating big alternative
projects. Why are we in BC not world
leaders in tidal energy? Unlike wind and
solar, this energy flow can be predicted
to the minute centuries ahead (so long as
the moon does not fall out of the sky). The
fjords on our coast fill and empty with
water twice a day. Engineers figured out
unimaginably sophisticated ways to build
dams, and to do directional drilling under
the ocean floor. The same ingenuity can
be directed into extracting tidal energy
without frappe-ing marine wild life. The
future of BC is in embracing the times, the
new economy. You are undercutting our
development by embracing this ‘60s-style
project.
In closing, the ruffled feathers will
last a few months or years, but what you
are about to do to the Peace Valley will last
for millennia.
Daniela Gadotti
Bonnington

BC wolf killing
program starts
Canada missing out again with collaring
Open letter to
on nuclear power
of Judas wolves
In June, when US President Donald
A new government report revealed Premier re: Site C
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Nakusp Museum seeks steady funding through Alternate Approval Process
by Claire Paradis
Linda Dixon, president of the
Nakusp & District Museum Society,
believes that keeping local history
alive and accessible in the museum is
worth a couple of cups of coffee or a
bowl of soup per year, and she hopes
others in the area do, too.
The society has approached
the Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) for an annual
grant in aid of $20,000, which would
be used to hire one employee at $20
per hour during the six months a year

that the museum is open.
“We need continuity in staffing,”
Dixon said. “There are many
complex jobs here that people don’t
know about.”
Accessioning artifacts,
bookkeeping and budgeting, taking
donations – these are just a few of
the tasks involved in running the
museum. The museum board would
like to have a returning staff member
who would gain new knowledge and
skills that would benefit the museum,
like how to properly handle, store,

and display artifacts.
Stable funding from the RDCK
would be “a much needed investment
in our community,” Dixon said.
To raise $20,000 a year for the
museum, the RDCK will be seeking
approval from voters in Nakusp
and a portion of Area K to create a
service area. Residents in the service
area would be taxed about $4.68 per
year on a $100,000 home; $11.70
on a $250,000 home; or $18.72 on
a $400,000 home. The service area
would be the same as the Nakusp

Public Library service area.
The museum’s proposal was
approved by the Village of Nakusp
council at its November 27 meeting,
and is something Nakusp Mayor
Karen Hamling sees as worthwhile.
“This would be a good thing for
the museum because they’re having
a real struggle keeping the doors
open,” noted Hamling at the council
meeting. “It’s certainly something
people like to see when they come
back to Nakusp. And tourism. It’s
huge for tourism.”
The next step will be for the
RDCK to hold an Alternative
Approval Process (AAP), which
involves advertising the proposal.
Residents in the service area who are
opposed to the museum’s request can
petition against it. If more than 10%
of the voters in the service area sign
the counter petition, the AAP fails,
and the only recourse would be to
take it to referendum during the fall
2018 municipal election.
Dixon hopes residents will
support the proposal. “Our area has
such rich history, especially with the
flooding. It’s really important that
we preserve it. And that rich history
draws visitors to Nakusp, as well
as being a great resource for locals
too,” she said.
Over the past couple of years,
there have been some big changes
at the museum. Long-time president
Sharon Montgomery, the force
behind the museum for many years,
retired. A new board and chair have
been appointed, and have been
busy pursuing grants and a stable
future for the museum. A new
ceiling and lights were installed this
autumn. Following the installation
of the Sinixt Room, an exhibition

of artifacts and a diorama depicting
life in a Sinixt village, the museum
got a grant to create a photographic
inventory of artifacts. Since then,
the museum has been sharing local
stories on social media, and has
changed its displays. The space has
also been opened up to natural light,
thanks to a special kind of glass in the
windows that keeps harmful UV rays
off the historical collection.

One-time $1
million for nonprofits’ tech
needs

submitted
Outdated technology is a barrier
for many non-profit organizations
in their work. Computers, software,
hardware and phone systems are
increasingly essential in the delivery
of community services non-profits
provide, but amongst competing
resource priorities, these items
sometimes come last.
To help these organizations
carry out their important work, the
Columbia Basin Trust is announcing
a new Non-profit Tech Grants
program with $1 million to support
the purchase and installation of
office technology.
“The work of non-profits is
an important contributor to the
social, economic and environmental
well-being of Basin communities,
and helping them to enhance their
organizational capacity is one of
the Trust’s strategic priorities,”
said Tim Hicks, Trust Senior
Manager for Delivery of Benefits.
“That’s why we’re providing nonprofit organizations with grants
to help address administrative,
communication and capacity needs
through technology.”
Eligible non-profits can apply
for funding for the purchase and
installation of items including
desktop and laptop computers,
tablets, software and hardware such
as servers. Photocopiers, scanners
and other related office tech items
are also eligible. There is no project
funding limit but it is anticipated that
individual project grants will likely
range between $1,000 and $15,000.
The Non-profit Tech Grants
program is a one-time intake.
For more information, read the
application guide at ourtrust.org/
techgrants. The application deadline
is Tuesday, January 30, 2018 at 2
pm.
To learn more about how the
Trust supports non-profits in the
Columbia Basin, visit ourtrust.org/
nonprofit

Happy holidays from
Mayor Bunka, Council
and Staff at the
Village of New Denver
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BC releases first decisions on cannabis regulation after public engagement
submitted
After considering input from 48,951
British Columbians, and submissions
from 141 local and Indigenous
governments and a range of other
interested stakeholders, the Province has
announced a number of key decisions
related to the anticipated legalization
of non-medical cannabis in July 2018.
“Looking at the responses received,
it’s clear that British Columbians support
the priorities of protecting young
people, health and safety, keeping the
criminal element out of cannabis and
keeping roads safe, which will guide the
Province in developing BC’s regulatory
framework for non-medical cannabis,”
said Minister of Public Safety and
Solicitor General Mike Farnworth.
The following policy decisions
were shaped by the feedback provided
by those who participated in the
engagement:
British Columbia will set the
minimum age to possess, purchase
and consume cannabis at 19, consistent
with BC’s minimum age for alcohol and
tobacco and with the age of majority

in BC.
Like other provinces, BC will have
a government-run wholesale distribution
model. The BC Liquor Distribution
Branch (LDB) will be the wholesale
distributor of non-medical cannabis
in BC.
The Province anticipates
establishing a retail model that
includes both public and private retail
opportunities and will share details
regarding the model in early 2018.
From September 25 to November 1,
the public and stakeholders were asked
to share their input and expertise on a
range of issues related to the regulation
of non-medical cannabis including
minimum age, personal possession,
public consumption, drug-impaired
driving, personal cultivation, wholesale
distribution and retail models.
Furthermore, the policy decisions
announced today reflect the feedback
received from the local government
members of the Joint Provincial-Local
Government Committee on Cannabis
Regulation (JCCR) and are endorsed
by the Union of BC Municipalities

submitted
Arts, culture and heritage are
a valued part of the tapestry of the
Columbia Basin region that enriches our
communities and the lives of residents.
Columbia Basin Trust is expanding its
support for arts, culture and heritage with
$11.6 million over three years.
“Residents told us that the history
and culture of the Basin needs to be
celebrated through vibrant arts, culture
and heritage sectors; that’s why we made
it one of our 13 strategic priorities,”
said CBT’s Wayne Lundeberg. “We’re
focusing on enhancing the impact of arts
and culture, supporting artists, preserving
heritage assets and strengthening the
capacity of organizations.”
Specific programs supporting arts,
culture and heritage include:
• $3 million for Arts and Culture
Venue Grants to support the capital
investment in an arts and culture facility
or space, such as renovations and
purchase of equipment. This program is
now open and is accepting applications
until January 30, 2018.
ourtrust.org/venuegrants
• $6.15 million for Built Heritage
Grants launched earlier this year in
partnership with Heritage BC to support
the conservation or restoration of major
built heritage assets. See projects funded
earlier this year online. The next intake
opens February 2, 2018.
ourtrust.org/builtheritage
• $1.05 million for Heritage,
Museum and Archive Grants to support
the varied work of heritage organizations

including museums, archives, historical
societies and similar organizations,
to support planning, programming,
preservation and promotion. The first
intake opens January 29, 2018. ourtrust.
org/heritagegrants
• $750,000 for the Arts and Culture
Program which is delivered by Columbia
Kootenay Cultural Alliance (CKCA)
and includes grants, grant writing
workshops, the annual Columbia Basin
Culture Tour and support for applicants.
The next intake is January 15, 2018.
ourtrust.org/artsandculture
• $600,000 to build capacity in
heritage organizations, including a
dedicated heritage professional in the
Basin. ourtrust.org/heritageplanner
The Trust has a longstanding
partnership with CKCA for the delivery
of arts and culture programming, as well
as representing the interests of the arts
and culture community in the region.
“Over the past 20 years, we’ve seen
firsthand the positive impact funding
has on supporting arts and culture, in
particular the many emerging artists
in this region who have thrived,” said
Laura White, CKCA Chair. “The Trust’s
investment in arts, culture and heritage
will make a difference for artists and
organizations, while also enhancing
exhibition and performance spaces.”
Learn more at ourtrust.org/
artscultureheritage.
To stay up to date on all of its
programs, check the website regularly
or subscribe to the monthly newsletter
at ourtrust.org/newsletter.

Trust expands support
for arts, culture and heritage

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

Closed Dec 16- Jan 3.

Still available for Snow Plowing and Towing

WE BUY CARS &
TRUCKS

359-7815
1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD,
SOUTH SLOCAN

executive.
“We thank all British Columbians
who provided their input during the
important public and stakeholder
engagement process,” said Farnworth.
“We will continue to consider your
opinions as we further develop policy
and legislation that is in the best interests
of this province, ensuring a made-in-BC
approach to the legalization of nonmedical cannabis that will keep our
roads and communities safe, protect
young people, and promote public health
and safety.”
BC still has a number of key
decisions to make as it prepares for
the legalization of cannabis. These
decisions will be informed by the
feedback collected through the public
and stakeholder engagement, and

on-going consultation with local and
Indigenous governments and other key
stakeholders.
To read the Cannabis Regulation

in BC: What We Heard report, or to
learn more about the engagement
process, visit: engage.gov.bc.ca/
BCcannabisregulation/.

The Donation Store
Merry Xmas and
Happy Holidays to all

Regular hours 10-2
Closed from Dec 25 to Jan 31
Phone 250-358-7199

Main Street • New Denver

January 1 to December 31, 2018

COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
COUNCIL MEETINGS

2nd and 4th Mondays of each Month
6:30 pm in the Emergency Services Building (300 – 8th Ave NW) unless otherwise specified

Monday, January 8, 2018 & Monday, January 22, 2018		
Monday, March 12, 2018 & Monday, March 26, 2018		
Monday, May 14, 2018 & Monday, May 28, 2018		
Monday, July 9, 2018 				
Monday, September 10, 2018 & Monday, September 24, 2018
Monday, November 5, 2018 – Inaugural Meeting (CC s. 124(2)(g))
& Monday, November 26, 2018

Tuesday, February 13, 2018 & Monday, February 26, 2018
Monday, April 9, 2018 & Monday, April 23, 2018
Monday, June 11, 2018 & Monday, June 25, 2018
Monday, August 27, 2018
Tuesday, October 9, 2018 & Monday, October 22, 2018
Monday, December 10, 2018

No Meeting Scheduled:
July 23 and August 13 - Council break
November 13 – Replaced by Inaugural meeting on November 5
December 24- Christmas Eve

SLOCAN VALLEY
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Perry Ridge Water Users Association update
Perry Ridge for 5-7 years other than the
active TSL being harvested currently.
Barring an outbreak of a forest pest we
will not proceed with development for
at least 5 years.”
The current logging is on the back
of the ridge. PRWUA will work during
the 5-to 7-year period to educate the
government, in particular BCTS and
the Ministry of Environment, of the
value of the remaining forests on
Perry Ridge. These remaining forests
provide protection to our homes from
landslides, sequester carbon and help
with climate change, provide visual
beauty to Rails to Trails and the scenic
route of Highway 6 and the Slocan
River. The forests protect the creeks,
seeps and springs, which provide us
COUGARS STABILIZE
ECOSYSTEMS

Cougars are vital to controlling prey
populations, particularly deer. Old and
young deer tend to be taken—those most
susceptible to starvation and disease.
Without predators like cougars, prey
populations can explode and then suddenly
crash when they outstrip their food supply
or disease sets in. It can take years for prey
populations to recover.
slocanlakess.com

Season’s Greetings
from Peter & the staff
10 – 4 December 25
10–4 January 1
5722 Hwy 6 • Winlaw
250-226-7282

with some of the world’s finest water.
P e r r y R i d g e Wa t e r U s e r s
Association held the annual BC
Rivers Day Celebration in September.
At the event the keynote presenter
was Mr. Frank Fowler, Instructor of
Geology and Hydrology at Selkirk
College for 10 years and currently
retired. Fowler has an MSc in Geology
from University of Minnesota. His
presentation is available on YouTube.
The association hosted a Christmas
Faire for local artists and for community
non-profit volunteers. Both BC Rivers
Day and the Faire were successful
and PRWUA is grateful for CBT and
RDCK Area H discretionary funding
for these events.
The Association also attended the
Climate Change Workshop hosted by
CBT and made a submission about
protection of the forests on the ridge
as a way of mitigating climate change.
Also of interest and supported
by Perry Ridge Water Users are the
two legal cases regarding the Lemon
Creek fuel spill. The criminal case,
violations under the Fisheries Act and
Environmental Management Act, is
before the courts and is scheduled for
a week at the end of January for the
closing arguments. All the witnesses
have given their testimony for the
prosecution, which included Dr. Ian
Birtwell as the fisheries expert. He
was an excellent witness with years of
experience with Fisheries and Oceans.
Early in the trial, the judge gave a stay

to Executive Flight. The stay did not
apply to the BC Government nor the
driver, so that case is still being heard.
However, the federal prosecution
has filed an appeal of the stay for
April 2018. The Civil Class Action
case is also proceeding and was the
first environmental class action suit
recognized in BC.
P e r r y R i d g e Wa t e r U s e r s
Association is determined to protect
the ridge. The Association can use
the next five years to do the work of
gathering the evidence necessary to
protect the ridge as well as inform
and educate the government about
the benefits to our community of
protecting Perry Ridge.

The association wishes everyone
Season’s Greetings and Best Wishes
for a safe and happy holiday.
An anonymous author wrote:
Nothing in the world can take
the place of persistence…
Talent will not; nothing is more
Common than unsuccessful
Men with talent…
Genius will not; unrewarded
Genius is almost a proverb.
Education will not; the world
Is full of educated derelicts.
Persistence and determination
Alone are omnipotent. The
Slogan ‘press on’ has solved,
And always will solve, the
Problems of the human race.

PHOTO CREDIT: MARILYN BURGOON

submitted by Marilyn Burgoon
BC Timber Sales responded to our
2017 letter regarding logging on Perry
Ridge. They responded in part to our
letter stating: “Lastly, you asked to be
advised of our plans for the remaining
portions of Perry Ridge and reports
done for these areas. At this time,
BCTS does not have further plans on

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Happy Holidays
from Mama
Sita’s Café!
–Closed Christmas Day–
Downtown Winlaw
250-226-7070

McFayden Creek watershed on Perry Ridge

Public’s views sought for professional
reliance in the natural resources
submitted
The government of British Columbia
is seeking public input into its review
of the Province’s professional reliance
model.
“The people of BC are entitled
to a voice in how forests, minerals,
metals, petroleum, fish and other natural
resources are managed,” said Minister of
Environment and Climate Change Strategy
George Heyman. “They need to have
confidence that qualified professionals
working within the professional reliance
model are acting first and foremost to
protect the public interest.”
The public engagement process,
which closes on January 19, 2018, asks
BC citizens about the role of qualified
professionals (QPs) in the natural resource
sector. Additionally, the review will have
questions for qualified professionals
themselves, and ask for contributions from
professional associations and those who
use QPs in their projects.
“Effective oversight and monitoring
of BC’s vast forests and natural resources

is important to the people of BC,”
said Christine Gelowitz, registered
professional forester, Association of BC
Forest Professionals CEO. “As a regulator
working to ensure our forests are well
managed, I welcome the opportunity to
strengthen the results-based professional
reliance model used in forestry, including
the role of registered professionals.”
Feedback collected from citizens,
stakeholders, QPs and users of QPs will
be considered, along with findings from
a review of current legislation and best
practices in other jurisdictions. After the
public feedback process closes on January
19, 2018, the government will analyze
the results and make a summary report
available to the public.
The review of the professional
reliance model was announced in October
2017. A final report is expected to be
completed in spring 2018.
The public may contribute their input
at: http://engage.gov.bc.ca/govtogetherbc/
consultation/professional-reliancereview/.
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Tegeler releases lush new photo book on aquatic life
by Art Joyce
It’s a world few of us will ever
see, unless you happen to be a
marine biologist.
Silverton resident Dr. Rick
Tegeler has released Sea Jewels,
a new coffee table photo book
featuring 98 full-colour underwater
images of marine invertebrates
from around the world. Looking at
these stunningly beautiful images,
you could be forgiven for thinking
that these marine creatures are the
result of some artist’s colourful
imagination, or the first images of
life captured on a visit to another
planet.
“Sea Jewels is the culmination
of an enterprise I have been
planning for nearly 45 years, a true
labour of love that I have wanted
to achieve almost from the first
time I journeyed underwater with
a camera,” writes Tegeler in the
introduction to the book. “This book
is intended to showcase rather than
to educate, at least in the scientific
sense.”
Invertebrates make up over
97% of all species and are critically
important as the basis of most food
chains, and therefore critical to
human survival. Scientists have
catalogued 170,000 species of
invertebrates but estimate that there
could be as many as 10 million, most
of which have yet to be discovered.
To narrow down this amazing

variety, Tegeler focuses on just three
such species: soft corals, crinoids
and nudibranchs. A lifelong diver,
the author has selected from images
he has taken underwater since 1970.
“This timespan is what I like to call
the ‘golden age of diving,’ as often
myself and peers were literally the
first to dive where no one ever had
before.”
Crinoids, also known as
‘feather stars,’ are closely related
to starfish, resembling many-petaled
underwater flowers with feathery
limbs in many different colours.
Each creature is adorned with a
mantle of from five to 200 arms,
with each section of arms capable of
self-regeneration. Between 600 and
700 species of modern crinoids have
been categorized. Shallow water
varieties differ from their deepwater
cousins because they are ambulatory
(they can walk). “I have seen some
crinoids no bigger than a golf ball
and some with an arm span at the
diameter of up to four feet,” writes
Tegeler in Sea Jewels.
There are more than 3,000
known species of nudibranchs, with
more being discovered almost daily.
“Basically, they are seagoing slugs,”
explains Tegeler. “But rather than
the dull, distasteful image conjured
when thinking of slugs, these marine
invertebrates … are an unlikely
canvas for Mother Nature’s wildest
indulgence for beautiful colour and

submitted
BC Premier John Horgan issued
a statement December 7 in response
to the US International Trade
Commission’s finding of ‘material
injury’ on Canadian softwood
lumber exports to the United States.
The ruling means that all duties
applied by the US Department
of Commerce on Canadian
softwood lumber products since
its preliminary countervailing duty
determination on April 28 continue
to apply. However, the US ITC did
not find critical circumstances in
the anti-dumping case, therefore
retroactive anti-dumping duties do
not apply.
“Today’s ruling, though
not unexpected, means that BC
and Canadian forest companies
must continue to pay unfair and
unwarranted duties to make US
lumber companies and land owners
even richer, at the expense of
Canadian exporters and American
consumers and builders.
“We’re working closely with the
federal government, other provinces
and BC companies to seek a fair
hearing of the issues through all
the channels that are available to us.
Canada has already filed appeals to
the World Trade Organization, and
notices to appeal under NAFTA. We
believe an independent tribunal will
find that the current US allegations
against Canada are as unfounded as
the ones they brought in the past.
“We will continue to defend
BC’s interests in the softwood
lumber dispute and the 60,000
people who rely on BC’s forest
sector for their jobs and livelihoods.

“We will continue to pursue
growth in markets for BC wood
products both at home and abroad
by promoting innovation and
expanding trade relationships with
Asian markets.”
Learn more about the softwood
lumber trade: www.gov.bc.ca/
softwoodlumber.

exotic form.”
All coral reefs include both hard
and soft coral species, composed of
small marine invertebrate animals
known as coral polyps. Soft corals
all have eight feathery tentacles
that are used for feeding, and
unlike hard or ‘stony’ corals, lack
a calcinate-based exoskeleton.
Various species of fish, prawns,
crabs and nudibranchs make their
home in the branches of soft corals.
The 74-page book retails for
around $100, although the publisher
will offer short-term discounts of
up to 40%. “I am happy to pass
these savings on if anyone might
be interested,” says Tegeler. “I
fully expect there to be some sort
of holiday discount available soon.”
The discount price including taxes
and delivery would then be $65–75
depending on which style you
choose – image wrap or dust jacket.
To preview the book visit http://
www.blurb.ca/books/8339876-seajewels. To order the book contact
Tegeler at rick.tegeler@alumni.
ubc.ca.

Softwood lumber duties confirmed

Holiday hours:
Dec. 24 9-5
Dec. 25 closed
Dec. 26 10-6

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Wishing you and your
family a warm and festive
holiday season!
RHC Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Holiday Hours:
Open Dec. 22
Closed Dec. 25 & 26
Open Dec. 27 - 29, 8:30 – 5
Open Jan. 2
Regular hours resume
Jan. 3

Warren, Gale,
Lyle, Inga
and Brenda

Dec. 31 9-6
Jan. 1 closed
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New Denver council, November 28: Water, garbage rates increasing over next two years
by Katrine Campbell
• F e e s a n d C h a rg e s
Amendment Bylaw #712, 2017
was given three readings. This
deals with water and garbage
rates for 2018 and 2019. The
2017 residential rate for water
was $297; it will rise to $327 next

year and $359 in 2019. Garbage
rates, currently $154.50, will rise
to $159 then to $164. Costs for
water and garbage services – fuel,
wages, tipping fees, maintenance,
and reserve fund contributions
– have continued to rise.
Feedback from residents shows

Citizens Climate Lobby
Thanks Local Businesses

The Citizens’ Climate Lobby Canada applauds
the following local businesses for supporting
CCL’s open letter to the Government of Canada
asking the government to ensure its national
price on carbon is comprehensive and rises
beyond the year 2022:
A & A Painting Ltd. (Castlegar, Trail,
Nelson BC)
Appy Café (Nelson BC)
A Thing of Beauty Lingerie
(Nelson, BC)
Back Roads Brewing (Nelson, BC)
Blue Sky Clothing (Nelson, BC)
Cotton Creek Clothing (Nelson, BC)
Cremation Urns by Legacy
(Nelson, BC)
Empower RE (Creston, BC)
Ewing Insolutions Inc. (Nelson, BC)
Gaia Rising (Nelson, BC)
Gerick’s Cycle & Ski (Nelson, BC)
Glade Organics (Glade, BC)
Hemisphere Games (Nelson, BC)
Holtby Consulting (Nelson, BC)
Jeff Nield Personal Real Estate
Corp (Nelson, BC)
John Ward Fine Coffee (Nelson, BC)
Kaslo and Area Chamber of
Commerce (Kaslo, BC)
Kootenay Carshare Cooperative
(Kootenays, BC)
Kootenay Country Store
Co-operative (Nelson, BC)
Kootenay Mountain Holidays Inc./
Mountain High Recreations Ltd.
(West Kootenay, BC)
Martech Smart Solutions
(Castlegar, BC)
Mountain Baby (Nelson, BC)

Nature’s Health (Nelson, BC)
Nelson Brewing Company
(Nelson, BC)
Nelson Remedy’s Rx (Nelson, BC)
Oso Solar (New Denver, BC)
Otter Books (Nelson, BC)
Pedego Canada (Nelson, BC)
Repair Factory (Nelson, BC)
Remedy’s Rx (Nelson, BC)
Renaissance Hair Gallery and Spa
(Nelson, BC)
RETALLACK (Nelson, BC)
REV Strength & Conditioning
(South Slocan, BC)
Secret Service Cycles (Nelson, BC)
Shanti Yoga (Nelson, BC)
Silverking Soya Foods (Nelson, BC)
Sylvain Turgeon, Consulting
(Nelson, BC)
The Uphill Bakery (Nelson, BC)
Valerie’s Fermented Foods and
Seasonal Soups (Nelson, BC)
Valhalla Pure Outfitters (Nelson, BC)
Valley Voice (New Denver, BC)
Wee Wilds Clothing Company
(Nelson, BC)
Wharfhouse Business Services
(Nelson, BC)
Zero Waste Solutions (Nelson, BC)
Interested and want to learn more:
https://canada.citizensclimatelobby.
org/open-letter-lettre-ouverte/

a preference for gradual yearly
increases rather than significant
jumps. Residents will continue to
receive 50 garbage tags per year,
with a fee of $4 for each extra
tag needed.
• Council received for
information a letter from
PRIMECorp about its financial
forecasts re: policing costs to the
Village. At present, New Denver
pays $1,093 per RCMP officer
in the Slocan Lake detachment.
The cost will rise to $1,126 for
2018/19, then to $1,160, $1,195,
and $1,231 in the following four
years. PRIME (Police Records
Information Management
Environment) is the information
management system police across
BC use to access data and other
critical information. It facilitates
information sharing between
agencies and real-time access
to data for 13 independent and
provincial police agencies and
135 RCMP detachments.
• Council received the
Nikkei Internment Centre’s
annual report. The number of
visitors was slightly down, but
there is increased traffic from
student and adult learning groups
throughout the season. A total
of 4,042 visitors paid $27,873
in admissions. Sales in the gift
shop were significantly higher
this year, up almost $2,000 from
2016. More donations of artifacts
and archival material were
made to the collection, whose
management is a major focus of
the work done at the centre. The
report contains suggestions for
2018, including better signage
and information, collaborating
with other museums for tours
and events, planning future artsand food-based cultural events,
designing in-house items for the
gift shop and hiring a professional
to ensure correct management
practices.
Councillor Nadine Raynolds
said the NIMC needs to engage

the community more, and also
suggested building relationships
with history students at
universities. COO Catherine
Allaway said this is already
underway, as part of the effort
to recruit qualified summer
student employees. CAO Bruce
Woodbury said there is a problem
with hiring students: he asks them
three questions “that usually
weeds out most of them.” Those
are “where is New Denver; how
are you going to get here; where
do you plan to stay?” The answers
are usually “I don’t know; by bus;
I don’t know.” Woodbury said
there was competition among
employers “to get those few postsecondary students who want to
work.”
• Councillor Henning von
Krogh reported on the meeting
with Splatsin Development
Corporation representative Brad
Sindlinger. They travelled to one
of the proposed cutblocks near
Denver Siding so Bunka and von
Krogh could have a look at it.
• Councillor Heather
Fox, who attended the ‘First
Impressions’ presentation,
listed four main priorities for
improvement. First was installing
‘Welcome to Downtown’signage.
Second was “to find what makes
us unique, why you should
come here instead of someplace
else” with mountains, lakes
and scenery. Third was highspeed internet to help businesses
already here and to attract more
telecommuters. Finally, Fox said
New Denver needs to figure out
how to collaborate with Kaslo
on facilities and attractions on
Hwy 31A.
• Council received the
minutes of the November 22
Recreation Commission #6
meeting. The commission will
strike a fitness centre committee
to look at the condition of
equipment, membership, security,
use and management of the space.

$1,000 of the fall grants money
will be designated to repairing
and replacing equipment. The
commission will ask the RDCK
how the money from fees is
managed and, specifically, if
Rec 6 has access to all of the
revenue generated by the centre
to be used for its benefit. A total
of $4,657 was approved for fall
grant disbursement.
• Council received a letter
from the New Denver-Silverton
branch of the Senior Citizens
Association asking that an
automated external defibrillator
(AED) be installed at Knox Hall.
Councillor von Krogh moved
to explore options, but after
a lengthy discussion council
decided against the request.
Staff pointed out that guidelines
specify AEDs were to be placed
at sites which were normally
open and staffed, where large
numbers of people gathered,
and which had a phone inside
– none of which apply to Knox
Hall. The COO said there was
an 80-page manual for an AED,
and the device collects patient
information when used and it has
to be downloaded into a computer
afterwards. Silverton has a public
AED because of its distance from
the health centre, but the Knox is
only three minutes away.
• The Village will support
the Emergency Social Services
grant application submitted to
the Union of BC Municipalities
by the Village of Silverton. The
application is for equipment
and training that would enhance
emergency social services in the
broader community, including
New Denver.
• Mayor Ann Bunka reported
on meetings for the latter half of
November: the First Impressions
report from Kaslo residents
visiting New Denver/ Silverton;
a teleconference re: Provincial
Health Coalition; a meeting with
the Healthy Community Society

re: housing; a meeting (along with
Councillor Henning von Krogh)
with Brad Sindlinger of Splatsin
Development Corporation re:
proposed logging in the area;
and the Village’s annual meeting
about the municipal campground.
At the RDCK: she attended
sessions November 15 on the
CBT Community Initiatives
guidelines, and on Joint Resource
Recovery (recycling and
composting) where members
recommended a Resource
Recovery Educator position be
included in the 2018 financial
plan.
The following day was the
regular board meeting, which
included elections; Karen
Hamling (Nakusp) was re-elected
chair, and Castlegar mayor
Lawrence Chernoff is vice-chair.
The board heard from two
delegations: Senior Energy
Specialist Trish Dehnel, and
Kootenay Lake Partnership’s
Heather Leschied on the
Kootenay Lake Shoreline
Guidance document.
The Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission
bylaw was amended to increase
commissioners’ terms to two
years, with appointments to be
staggered. The RDCK board
will direct staff to include in the
2018 budget $34,260 for repairs,
maintenance and equipment for
the Rosebery Parklands and Trails
Commission; and $9,500 for the
same for the Winlaw Regional
and Natural Park Commission.
For Recreation Commission #6,
staff will be directed to determine
a budget for a risk assessment on
the fitness centre in New Denver.
At the November 22 hospital
board meeting, the board held
a workshop on capital projects
before the meeting and then
approved bylaws to release funds
for 40% of the cost of upgrades to
Arrow Lakes Hospital emergency
room.
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Village of New Denver refining plans for Knox Hall
by Katrine Campbell
The Village of New Denver held
two public sessions December 5
and 6 as part of the ongoing process
of renovating and upgrading its
public buildings, starting with
Knox Hall. Participants learned
from Recreation and Cultural
Services Coordinator Amanda
Murphy what was considered in
making the decision to improve
the Knox first, rather than the
Bosun Hall, and were shown
the preliminary renovation plan.

MLA Mungall
welcomes
incentives
to switch to
cleaner fuels

submitted
Nelson-Creston MLA Michelle
Mungall is welcoming $6,000 in
incentives from government to
encourage people in the NelsonCreston area to switch to cleaner
fuel sources this winter.
Mungall said the program
previously provided the same
incentive to anyone switching,
regardless of fuel source. This
year, the provincial government
has changed the incentive structure
so that there is a $250 incentive
for changing to a cleaner burning
wood stove and a $400 incentive
for changing to a qualifying electric
heat pump, gas or propane stove, or
pellet-fuelled stove.
“We know British Columbians
are looking for ways to reduce their
carbon footprint and we are working
to find solutions that will help our
natural environment and increase
affordability,” said Mungall.
“Now, with our government’s
change to the program, people
can not only save money when
making this smart upgrade to their
property but also know that they
are heating their homes in a cleaner,
more efficient and environmentally
friendly way.”
The BC Lung Association
administers the wood stove
exchange program on behalf
of the Province and provides
educational materials and support
to participating communities.
“In the 11 years of this program,
we’ve raised awareness of the
effects of burning wood and have
removed tonnes of particulates
from the air,” said Scott McDonald,
association CEO. “Many people are
now aware wood smoke contains
many small particulates that can
cause harm.”

They were asked to discuss it and
share ideas, and their feedback
on priorities would be considered
when the final plan was drawn up
The preliminary cost estimate
is about $230,000. Of this,
the Village will go after grant
funding of 50-75%, leaving cost
to taxpayers in the $57,500 to
$115,000 range.
The major structural issues and
upgrades needed are waterproofing
the foundation and grading and
draining the site; roof replacement
and reinforcement; roof and wall
insulation; restoring the exterior
siding to keep moisture out;
replacing the windows; upgrading
the electrical and mechanical
systems.
Participants in earlier surveys
had asked for an expanded kitchen,
a bright, modern interior, and
a better electrical and lighting
system, while restoring the
heritage exterior. Murphy said
the preliminary plans would see
the ‘modern’ windows replaced
with Gothic style windows; the
vestibule would be closed in
with doors similar to the original

wooden doors on the former church
building, but with glass to lighten
the area. The red brick chimney
would stay for visual appeal, even
though it is no longer used.
Murphy emphasized the
interior renovations were still up in
the air because despite the studies
that have been done, much of the
interior is hidden.
“We have to take out the ceilings
[there are three] to see where the
roofline is,” she said. “The original
wood floor is under the carpet but
its condition is unknown. We will
conserve and restore it, if possible.”
The unused staircase between
the main floor and the reading
centre downstairs will be closed
off to increase floor space; more
storage space for the various groups
using the hall regularly will be
added.
Participants at the two sessions
were asked to form into small
groups to discuss and write down
their answers to three questions:
was the provided information
clear? does the preliminary plan
effectively address the feedback
provided in previous sessions? and

New Denver &
Kaslo Community
Pharmacy
DID YOU KNOW...

Caught short?
Do you need your prescription re-fill right away?

We can deliver!

COMMITTED TO THE COMMUNITY

Phone: 250-358- 2500
309 6th Avenue, New Denver

Permanent Part-Time Victim Service Worker Position
North Kootenay Lake Community Services Society is seeking a unique,
inspiring, caring individual to join our team in beautiful and vibrant Kaslo,
BC. We are seeking a Permanent Part-Time Victim Service Worker (16 hours
per week) and Safe Home Coordinator (4 hours per week). There may be
additional hours available, subject to funding.

from Wa
Directo
R
Season’s Greetings and Happy New Year to one and all,
From Walter Popoff, Director, Area “H,” RDCK

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

HOLIDAY HOURS

The Council and Staff of the Village of New Denver would like to
wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
The Village Office will be closing at 4 pm on Friday, December
22nd and will reopen at 8 am on Tuesday January 2nd.

COUNCIL MEETINGS
Council Meetings are held at 7:00 pm in the Village of New
Denver Council Chambers on the second and fourth Tuesdays
of the month. The schedule for 2018 is:
January 9th & 23rd
February 13th & 27th
March 13th & 27th
April 10th & 24th
May 8th & 22nd		
June 12th & 26th		

July 10th & 24th
August 14th & 28th
September 11th & 25th
October 9th & 23rd
November 13th & 27th
December 11th & 27th

GARBAGE COLLECTION
Residential and commercial garbage collection will take place
on Tuesday, December 19th, on Wednesday, December 27th
and on Tuesday, January 2nd. Friday collection of commercial
garbage will remain unchanged.

2018 BUDGET NOTICE
Subject to Section 166 of the Community Charter, the Council
of the Village of New Denver invites public consultation in the
preparation of the Village’s 2018 Five Year Financial Plan.
Council welcomes public input from residents of the Village with
regards to items they would like to see addressed in the budget.

Further details available at www.nklcss.org

To ensure Council’s consideration please submit your comments to the Village of New Denver Municipal Office no later
than 4:00 pm on Friday, January 26, 2018.

The successful candidate will have a degree in Social Work or equivalent in
training and experience: experience working in areas of intimate violence,
abuse, sexual assault and experience working with victims and the legal and
medical systems; strong analysis of intimate violence and potential systemic
discrimination against victims of crime; excellent written and communication
skills; well organized case management skills; ability to advocate for the
needs of others when required.

Submit your application in confidence to:
administrator@nklcss.org

202 Broadway St. W. • Nakusp

will be developed and presented to
Village council so it can apply for
grant funding. If funding is secure,
work will begin later in 2018.

The goal of the Victim Services Support Worker is to provide emotional
support and Justice System related support to victims of family or sexual
violence, victims of crime or victims of trauma. The Safe Home Coordinator position is shared with another counsellor and supports clients in accessing a safe house in the area.

Salary is commensurate with experience with a starting grid of $22.73.
Benefits include extended health plan, RRSP contribution, professional
development allowance.

265-3631 • 1-800-665-6010

what do you think of the preliminary
renovation plan overall?
Once feedback from the public
has been considered, a final plan

13

Applications will be accepted until the position is
filled. Only those short-listed for an interview will be
contacted.

DOG LICENCES
Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required to
have a current dog licence. Dog Licences are available from
the Village Office.

BUSINESS LICENCES
Business owners are reminded that a current Business Licence
is required for all commercial undertakings of any kind within the
Village of New Denver, including home-based businesses, professional, personal or other services for the purpose of gain or
profit. Business Licences are available from the Village Office.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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Burton Fire Hall addition and upgrades well underway
by Jan McMurray
All the pieces are falling into place
for the Burton Fire Department. The last

piece will be the completion of the fire
hall addition and upgrades in January,
weather permitting.

Season’s
Greetings and Happy
New Year
from
Katrine Conroy, MLA and
Richard Cannings, MP

Please join us at our Holiday
Open House December 18th

“We’ll be happy to have that
addition!” says Howard Meeds, Burton
Community Association president and
member of the fire department. “Right
now, we have our new water tender
wedged in beside our original pumper
truck in the hall. It’s not ideal, because
you can only get them out one at a time.
With the addition, each one will have
its own door.”
When the Burton Fire Hall was first
constructed in 2006, the department had
a trailer and some pumps, and there was
lots of room in the hall.
However, soon after the hall was
built, the department acquired a pumper
truck. “So it started getting crowded
almost immediately,” said Meeds.
In 2015-16, the department drew
up plans for an addition that would
accommodate their pumper truck and
trailer. Meeds says Area K Director
Paul Peterson took a look at the plans
and advised them to go bigger. “He
told us the small trucks aren’t available
anymore, so we’d better be thinking
ahead to when we’d have to replace it
with a bigger truck. So we had to revise
our plans to make a bigger addition.”
They designed the bigger addition
with Nakusp’s tanker truck in mind,
because they knew the truck would be
coming available.

“It came available earlier than
we expected, so we got the funds
together and bought it last summer, had
it inspected, had ten minutes of training
on it, and then we had a fire within a
week,” he said.
The truck saved the day on its first
firefighting expedition. On August 30, a
time of extreme fire hazard in the area,
Burton firefighters emptied the pumper
and then used half the water in the new
tanker to put out a fire on the outskirts of
town. A travel trailer and minivan were
destroyed, but the fire didn’t spread.
The department recently sold their
trailer to Halcyon Hot Springs, so the
fire hall will be the perfect size for their
pumper and tanker once the addition is
finished.
The last piece to fall into place for
the Burton project was the contractor.
At first, it looked like no contractor
would be available to do the job, but
Owen Quigley moved to Edgewood
full-time from Three Hills, Alberta with
his construction business just in the nick
of time. Meeds says Quigley has done an
excellent job, has hired local people, and
fits into the community very well.
Other upgrades being done to
the fire hall include an automated
ventilation system, emergency lighting,
and new HardiPlank siding. A box for

a defibrillator will also be mounted
on the exterior wall by the door. This
will be the only defibrillator in the
community that can be accessed without
a key. Other defibrillators are located at
the campground, learning centre, and
community hall.
The finishing touch will be an old
brass bell, donated by the Ansell family
in Arrow Park. Meeds says the bell is
at least 90 years old and comes from a
fire hall in Etobicoke, Ontario. The bell
will also be mounted on the outside of
the hall.
The estimated cost of the fire hall
addition and upgrades is $90,000.
Funding comes from RDCK Area K
($30,000 discretionary grant), Columbia
Basin Trust Community Initiatives
Program, Burton area ($22,000),
Burton Fire Department ($20,000),
CBT Community Initiatives Program,
Arrow Park ($2,000), and the Burton
Community Association ($16,000).
The Burton Community Association
is responsible for the fire department, and
owns the fire hall and equipment. “We’re
the last ones in our area operating without
tax dollars,” Meed says. “But we’re not
short on cash. Our annual Christmas
dinner fundraiser is a big success. It’s
more fun to have a Christmas party than
to pay taxes!”

The Burton Fire Hall is getting an upgrade. An addition, new siding, an automated ventilation system, emergency lighting, a public access
defibrillator, and a 90-year-old bell are all part of the project.

2:00 PM—6:00 PM at the
Castlegar Community Complex

Light snacks and refreshments will be served!
Please bring a non-perishable item for the food bank if you are able.

For more info: 250-304-2783 • 1-888-755-0556

SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212 • FAX: 250-226-7351
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The Langham Guest Artist Series presents The Eisenhauers, Friday December 22 at 7 pm.

Folk country duo The Eisenhauers at the Langham
submitted
The Langham Guest Artist
Series presents The Eisenhauers,
Friday December 22 at 7 pm. The
popular local folk/country duo
bring the warmth and vitality of
their simple, spare and beautiful
songs in a special holiday show
at the Langham theatre in Kaslo.
Sheree and Jeremy spent a
busy 2017 touring the western
provinces in support of their
album The Road We Once Knew
which they recorded in Nashville,
no less, with Steve Dawson at his
legendary Henhouse Studio.
With its songs of loss, faith
and the gratitude of renewal, The
Road We Once Knew is the perfect
soundtrack for real people trying
to live authentic lives. The band
explores an often quiet, distinctly
Canadian approach to song craft,
painting an ideal backdrop for
their soothing harmonies.
If you haven’t caught their live
show before, you’ve been missing
some wonderful homegrown music
– here’s your chance! Tickets are
$15, available at Willow Home
Gallery and Sunnyside Naturals,

Kaslo. Kids 12 and under are
free with accompanying adult.

Doors open at 6:30 pm. www.
thelangham.ca.

On behalf of the Staff and Board of Directors at
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services
we would like to Wish you all a Very Merry and
Safe Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!
Holiday Schedule:
Main Office will be open regular hours on Friday, December 22
Closed Monday, December 25 and Tuesday December 26
Re-opening with regular hours Wednesday December 27
Work BC Office will be open regular hours on Fri. Dec. 23
Closed December 25 & 26
Re-opening with regular hours (8:30 - 4:30) Wed. Dec. 27
Christmas Hampers will be distributed from the Nakusp
Arena on Fri. Dec. 22 between 10 am and 12 noon.
Christmas Hampers will be delivered to the Burton,
Fauquier and Edgewood areas on Fri. Dec. 22.

16

COMMUNITY

Songs for a Winter’s Night concert a community affair
by Art Joyce
Following on last year ’s
successful winter solstice concert

by Noel Fudge and Martine
denBok, ‘Songs for a Winter’s
Night,’ the talented duo known

as Freya decided to reprise the
event this year. Only this time,
they reached out to the large

Keara Butler-won the New Denver Merchants’ Night basket.

Yeehaw!! What an amazing project this has been.
Kaslo SAR has acquired their very own Climbing
Station which will not only improve training and
technique but also improve safety for rescuer and
those being rescued.
A special thanks goes out to Ace Building supply
(Kaslo Building Supply), Lardeau Forest Products,
Village of Kaslo, Fortis, YRB, and all the Kaslo SAR
volunteers for making this wonderful project a reality.

pool of local talent, for a concert
titled ‘Songs for a Winter’s Night
with Freya and Friends.’ Over 40
musicians will perform in various
ensembles at Silverton Memorial
Hall on December 18, 7 pm.
“It’s been the first time many of
our students have had the chance
to play in a full orchestral setting,”
says Martine. “We’ve prefaced
many of our first rehearsals with
the fact that we are honoured by
the trust people have in us to put
something like this together.”
Almost all of the music has
been arranged for individual
performers by Freya. The Winter
Winds ensemble will be performing
‘Hazy California Carol,’ a medley
of ‘Hazy Shade of Winter’ by
Simon and Garfunkel, ‘California
Dreaming’ by the Mamas and
Papas and ‘Carol of the Bells.’ This
was arranged entirely by Noel for
clarinet, baritone, tenor and alto
saxophones, two trumpets and five
flutes. A chamber string orchestra
will be featured throughout the
concert, lending lush orchestration
to many of the songs, such as
Gordon Lightfoot’s ‘Song for a
Winter’s Night.’
“We both have an insight for
what the capabilities of our students
are, and wanting them to take part
in the program, it made sense to
write the music for them,” says
Martine. “Some of the people
didn’t even know their friends play
the instruments they do.”
Noel stresses that one of the
goals of the project was to foster
collaboration, mixing string players
and horn players, for example. The
chamber choir will be working
with a string section to perform
Joni Mitchell’s classic song,
‘River.’ The Classical Kitchen
Quartet, comprised of Noel and
three classical guitar students,
will perform Gustav Holst’s ‘In
the Bleak Midwinter.’ The piece
will be paired with ‘Winter Suite
for Kane Creek,’ original haiku
written by Sean Arthur Joyce, Ellen
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Carrey-Starr and Bob Read, and
narrated by Joyce. Featured guest
performers will include soprano
Kelly Coubrough, Donna Jean and
Gary Wright, and eight-year-old
soprano Ezekiel Schwartz. The
rest of the program is something
of a secret – a surprise gift to the
community, a ray of warm light in
a dark, cold season.
“It falls under mentorship,
which is really a lost art,” says
Noel. “The nice thing is we can
write anything we want so that
everybody gets to play at their
own level. I might add that they are
doing a fantastic job.”
Combined rehearsal time for
the concert will be at least 60 hours
for the various ensembles involved,
not including individual rehearsal.
Martine’s students will have had
nearly six weeks of rehearsals if
you include their regular lessons
with the violinist. Some students
had to be taught to read music from
scratch and all had to learn the
unspoken language of an orchestra
conductors’ hand signals. There
are whole family groups involved,
or individual parents with their
children. Martine says the duo
has dabbled in directing groups
in the past, but never to this scale.
Although a seasoned music teacher,
Noel says it’s the first time he’s
been involved in directing four
different ensembles for a single
concert.
“There have certainly been
moments where we thought, what
the heck were we thinking?” says
Noel. “We were aware what an
enormous undertaking this was
going to be,” adds Martine. “But
it’s also an enormous opportunity
for people. People have come to us
after rehearsals and expressed their
excitement.”
Suggested donation: $15 adults;
$10 kids.
The concert is funded by
Columbia-Kootenay Cultural
Alliance, the Slocan Lake Gallery
Society, and the BC Arts Council.

Thank You!
to all my customers for

another great season.
Wishing you and
your families a Merry
Christmas and a Happy,
Healthy New Year!
Your local support
keeps me here!

Rob, Rhonda,
Charlotte & Drew
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Nakusp and Area Bike Society blazing a million-dollar trail system
by Claire Paradis
Looking for some world-class
hiking and biking trails? You’ll find
some here in Nakusp, thanks to
the Nakusp and Area Bike Society

(NABS), which has been busy
working on the Mount Abriel project.
Trail Crew Manager Alex
Marshall and Project Manager Janis
Neufeld hosted a public hike on

The new Mount Abriel trail network offers a couple of kilometres of spectacular lake views.

These lovely benches turn a wooded area into the perfect picnic spot along a Mount Abriel trail.

Wednesday, December 6 through
trails that NABS workers had
literally just completed that morning.
“Part of the vision for the area
in terms of marketing and tourism
is creating world-class trails as
an attraction for people,” Project
Manager Janis Neufeld told the
crowd of 22 hikers and 8 NABS
staff and board members assembled
at the trailhead.
The seven kilometres of mixed
single-track trail and adaptive trail
winds through clearcut and mossy
wooded areas, and there are views
of the lake as you travel along the
loop. Two kilometres of the lakeside
trail is adaptive, which, unlike singletrack, is wide – six feet wide – and
never has more than a 10% grade.
It’s perfect for kids and beginners,
said Marshall, as well as seniors and
adaptive bike riders.
The trail is the first phase of
50 kilometres of non-motorized
use trails planned as part of the
Mount Abriel project. Roughly 10
kilometres will be built each year, at
a cost of $250,000 per year.
Happily, about 85% of that
money will go to employing local
folks. Twenty local people were
employed by NABS in 2017, and
this year’s work cost less than
$200,000, with money coming
from the BC Rural Dividend Fund,
and Recreation Sites and Trails BC.
NABS also partnered with Arrow
and Slocan Lakes Community
Services’ Social Ventures program,
which got some great employees out
working on the trails, too.
New roads and small, cleared
areas were solid evidence of Rec
Sites and Trails’ partnership with
NABS to develop a campground in

the area. Management of the 30-plus
campsites below the highway will be
taken on by NABS, and its revenue
will be used to maintain the project,
said Neufeld.
Neufeld was happy to announce
that $122,000 from CBT has already

been secured for next year’s phase.
She encourages people interested
in supporting the effort to drop by
Shon’s Bike and Ski in Nakusp,
where you can become a member
of NABS, sign up to volunteer, or
donate to the project.
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Yasodhara Ashram Temple of Light completed
by Art Joyce
Construction of the Yasodhara
Ashram Temple of Light on
Kootenay Lake’s east shore is
completed, with only finishing
touches and landscaping left to do.
The innovative, petal-like design is
a marvel of architecture that Ashram
Society president Swami Lalitananda
hopes will attract visitors from
around the world.
The original temple, built on a
foundation laid by Swami Radha
in 1965 and completed in 1992,

May you have peace
in your heart
this holiday season!
- Chris and Brian
Karibu Park Cottages & Campground, Winlaw
www.karibupark.com • 1-888-452-7428

was destroyed by fire in 2014.
Award-winning Patkau Architects of
Vancouver designed the new temple.
“We liked their work because
they use a lot of curved forms,” says
Lalitananda. “It gave them a way to
evolve their own practice as well.
They said it’s the most remarkable
building they’ve ever built.”
When Swami Radha founded
Yasodhara Ashram in 1963, she
wanted a place where people of all
backgrounds could come together.
Lalitananda says maintaining Radha’s
original vision of the commonality
among peoples was essential to the
design.
“And light is the most common
element. Light is something we
can all understand because we all
live with it. It represents the light
of compassion, of understanding,
something very important in the
world right now.”
Fifty-six of the 96 hanging
baffles double as light fixtures with

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

Raven’s Nest

Happy Holidays!

LEDs that shed warm light on the
ceiling, creating the impression of
being bathed in light.
Also carried forward from
the original temple are the eight
entrances. The circular or octagonal
shape with light coming in through
the top and the entryways is symbolic
of the many ways people come
to spirituality. “There are a lot of
people in the world who don’t have
a religion so they need to have a
way to find their own way in,” says
Lalitananda. “It represents diversity,
that you can find your own way in,
but also unity because you come in
to the centre.”
Part of the temple structure
was prefabricated at Spearhead
Fabrication on Nelson’s north shore,
using software to help create the
molded shapes. “We had no idea they
were there, just a ferry ride away. The
idea was that it would save time and
it would go up relatively quickly.”
The shape is made up of
‘petals’ that fit together, with eight
components meeting at the light
aperture at the top. Spearhead used
eight arches made of glue laminate
beams to create the basic structure.
“The day the beams came
together was also the day Trump was
elected, a dark day, so it was nice to
have something to celebrate on that
day,” says Lalitananda.
Building contractors were
stretched to the limit but seemed to
enjoy the challenge. “The drywall
crew from Nelson did a fine job with
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all these bends and curves. Nobody
had seen a building like this. It’s
imaginative, beyond what you’d
think was possible. We all learned as
we went along.”
The Ashram Society wanted
to keep everything ‘green,’ so
incorporated into the design are
geothermal heat, a photovoltaic
array, hot water heat in the floor,
and state-of-the-art windows with
frames that came from Germany.
Each window had to fit in exactly,
with a discrepancy of no more than
an eighth of an inch.
Early this year, the petals were
in place and the finishing of the
interior could begin. By fall, the fine
finishing work was being completed
and the occupancy permit issued in
November.
“We had a few events in the
temple before it was done. We were
thinking it would maybe be done last
June. We were planning our opening
celebration in August but it wasn’t
ready yet. We went ahead anyway
because we knew it was enough to get
the feel for it, and people had booked
to come in from all over. Everybody

helped clean and get it ready so it
looked really beautiful inside for our
week-long celebration.”
The work was supported by
donations and the sale of various
properties owned by the society in
other communities.
For locals wanting to visit the
Temple of Light, there’s a program
called Taste of the Ashram with
hatha yoga, lunch, and a tour, and
the option of staying overnight. The
program runs on Saturdays once a
month in the winter and once a week
in the summer.
Winter hours are 10 am-3 pm,
seven days a week, and 9-5 during
the summer. If you want to be sure
nothing else is happening when you
visit, then call ahead: 1-800-6618711.
“People really care about the
temple and what it represents. It felt
like the right time in the world to do
this, like there needed to be a counter
force. We wanted it to be a pilgrimage
centre for people no matter what their
spiritual background.”
For more information visit http://
www.yasodhara.org.

Holiday Sale

• Al Stuffies 15% off
• All Clothing 10% off!
• Rest of the store 5% off!
Open Every Day!
See Hours in Business
Directory

Merry Christmas and
Happy Holiday Season!
Wishing you all the
best in the New Year

The new Temple of Light at Yasodhara Ashram is a marvel of architecture.

Holiday Hours:

December 23 – 9-6
December 24, 25 & 26 – closed
December 27, 28, 29 & 30 – 9-6
December 31 & January 1 – closed
January 2 – 10-5

250-358-2178 • Main Street, New Denver

Slocan City
Trading Company
BIG GUITAR SALE
Vintage & Used
Guitars & Ukeleles
Open from Dec 15 every
day until Christmas
Call any day 9 am to 4 pm
250-355-2299

Being bathed in light is the impression created inside the new Temple of Light at Yasodhara
Ashram on the east shore of Kootenay Lake.

Sending you all warm wishes of health
and happiness through the holidays
and into the New Year!
Thanks for all your support.
Closed Dec 24, 25 & 26 and Dec 31 and Jan 1

Rutabaga’s Whole Foods
Main Street, New Denver
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The ‘A Home for Everyone’ quilt was unveiled at the Seniors’ Hall during Kaslo’s Light Up
Celebration. The quilt was created by the Kaslo Quilters Group and coordinated by Debra
Barrett, secretary of the Kaslo Housing Society with funding from Canada 150. Pictured here
are Debra and Erika Bird, society president.

Piper Alstad gets close to Santa at the Nakusp Rotary Club’s 31st Annual Community Christmas Carol Sing, December 6, at Nakusp Secondary School.

The kids enjoyed complimentary candy cane sno-cones from What’s in Store in New
Denver on Merchants’ Night, December 8. Store owner Bradley Bennett got right into
the festive spirit in his glittery get-up, giving out sno-cones and in-store scratch ’n win
tickets. Merchants’ Night is sponsored by the Slocan District Chamber of Commerce
and is a fun way to encourage local shopping.

CONSTRUCTION

Wishes you
& yours
the Best of
the Holiday
Season!

FOUNDATIONS • TIMBER FRAMING • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

Cell: 250-265-8503 • Home: 250-265-2278
HPO Licensed Builder

COMMUNITY

20

The Valley Voice December 14, 2017

Women hockey players of all levels
welcome on Kootenay Wildfire team
by Andreea Myhal and Jan McMurray
The Kootenay Wildfire women’s
hockey team practices every
Wednesday night 6:45-8 pm at the
Nakusp arena and welcomes new
players of all levels, 15 years old and
up.
The team’s youngest players are in
high school and the oldest is 72 – and is
completely new to the sport. They play
strictly non-contact hockey, although
collisions on the ice still happen.
Sheila Seaton, long-time Nakusp
resident, resurrected women’s hockey
in the community after a hiatus of nine
years. “In 2014, I decided to learn how
to skate and play hockey, and to get the
women’s team back up and running.
It’s a great group of women that gets
bigger every year.”
This year, over 20 women have
signed up to play from the Nakusp and

New Denver area and the skill levels
range from beginner to advanced. “We
learn so much from each other. We rely
on the experienced players to teach the
newcomers the rules of the game and
to give pointers on skating skills and
stick/ puck handling.”
Currently, the team has only one
goalie and would love to have one
more sign up. They have all of the
gear if someone wants to give it a shot.
The first two seasons, the women
just scrimmaged against each other,
but last season they were able to travel
to Revelstoke for a game and then
Revelstoke travelled here for the team’s
first home game last December. This
season the team has played Revelstoke
once and are looking forward to
hosting a home game in January. As
well, a women’s team from Armstrong
contacted Seaton on Facebook and they

are scheduled to play two games on
February 10 in Nakusp.
Seaton would like to see a skills
clinic hosted at the Nakusp arena for
all hockey players 15 and up. “It takes
courage to get out there the first time!
If we offer four weeks of skating skills
and then some basic hockey skills,
we might take away that intimidation
factor. We might be able to recruit some
new people, too.”
Seaton says Village staff is working
on the clinic idea, which will hopefully
come to fruition sometime in the new
year.
“We’d love to host a tournament
in Nakusp – even a small one,” she
said. “We’re working on building up
women’s hockey so we have enough
for a couple of teams.”
League fees are $150 for the season
or $20 drop in up to $160.

Wishing our friends, neighbours and
customers the Best of the Holiday Season
from all of us at
The Kootenay Wildfire women’s hockey team practices every Wednesday night 6:45-8 pm at the Nakusp arena and welcomes new players of all levels, 15 years old and up.

Providing Solutions... Making Repairs Easy!

Tel: 877 359 6990 • Fax: 250 359 6980 • 1007 Playmor, South Slocan, BC V0G 2G1
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Thank you for your support!

Joyeux Noël
&
Bonne Année
2018

GALLERY
By appointment only • 203 Fifth Avenue NW, Nakusp
250-265-3586

Slocan’s annual Christmas Tree Light-Up event on December 3 at the Wellness Centre drew about 100 people out to hang their ornaments, send
letters to Santa, and enjoy carolling, cookies and hot chocolate.

Slocan Valley Rec says Share the Warmth!
submitted
Slocan Valley Recreation is
excited to announce a new community
initiative aimed at supplying warm
outdoor clothing for children ages
five and up. Through the efforts
of Lisa Epp and in partnership
with Slocan Park Community Hall
Society, Slocan Valley Recreation is
now accepting donations of clean,
gently used jackets, snow pants,
mittens, and boots to help Share the
Warmth in the community this winter.

Due to health concerns, they
can accept only new toques.
Handmade toques and mittens are
being generously donated by the
Ascension Lutheran Church of
Nelson. Donations will be accepted
at Slocan Valley Recreation in the
Slocan Park Hall during office hours
only. All items will be made available
for pick up on Fridays from 10 am
to 1 pm, during and after the Parent
’n’Tot program at the Slocan Park
Hall.

In the spring the group hopes to
build on this initiative and create a
children’s sports equipment exchange
program, allowing people to donate,
acquire, and pass on sports equipment
so everyone has an opportunity to
participate in Recreation programs!
If you have any questions, or
need something on a day other than
Friday, please email: lisa.epp@
hotmail.com. For information, call
226-0008 or email slocanvalleyrec@
rdck.bc.ca.

Season’s
Greetings

from Steve, Lee & Staff

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to
our Customers & Community!
Thank you for your business.
Holiday Hours: Closed Sun Dec. 24 – Tues Dec. 26

Dec. 27-30 8 am - 5 pm • Closed Dec. 31 & Jan 1 • Jan. 2 8 am - 5 pm

250-265-4155 • www.kaltire.com

Merry Christmas and
Happy Holidays

Cheers to all the volunteers who
give their time and talent to make
the Kootenays so great.
www.BurtonCityCider.ca
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Kaslovian presents three videos of trip through Asia
submitted
The Langham presents China,
Tibet, Nepal: On Foot & Bike
Saturday December 16 at 3 pm.
This special afternoon show
features intrepid Kaslovian Dave
McCormick sharing three videos
documenting a seven-week trip
in 2016 through China to Tibet
and Nepal, where he explored
the Annapurna Sanctuary and the
Mustang region on foot, and the
Kathmandu Valley by bike.

“Tibet is a region that can be
difficult to visit. If troubles arise,
the border can be sealed without
warning,” Dave says. “We arranged
our trip not knowing for sure if we
would be able to get into – or out
of – Tibet.”
Their trek into the Mustang
region was equally dicey, requiring
special permits to enter this dry and
windy restricted area with elevations
around 4,000 m.
Join us as the Langham theatre

is transformed into Kaslo’s largest
living room for the next installment
of Adventure Travel Series, which

is a fundraiser for the Langham
Cultural Society.
Admission is by donation at
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the door, $10 suggested. Doors
open at 2:30 pm, and the show is
approximately one hour long.

The Langham presents China, Tibet, Nepal: On Foot & Bike Saturday December 16 at 3 pm.

Wishing everyone a
Wonderful Holiday
Season.
Thank you for your friendly patronage in 2017.
I look forward to serving you in 2018.

For an appointment please
call Brian at 778-206-0077.
Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
briandeobald@royallepage.ca
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Nakusp held its Celebration of Light on December 8. The biggest line-up by far
was the one for the free hotdogs at Cut Rite Deli.
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Nakusp’s EV charging station has been installed and is located between the Visitor Information Centre and the Centennial building (library/ museum). The level 2
station is part of the Accelerate Kootenays project, intended to attract visitors with electric vehicles to the area.

Arrowtarian Villa
Phase 5 receives
$10,000 from
Kootenay Savings

by Jan McMurray
The Arrowtarian Villa Phase
5 project has received a $10,000
grant from the Kootenay Savings
Community Foundation.
“We are thrilled!” said
Susan DeSandoli, president of
the Arrowtarian Senior Citizens’
Society. “It feels like we’ve
got some momentum going
and we’re going to make it
to our fundraising goal.” That
goal, which was $400,000 not
long ago, is now down to about
$288,000. The Arrow Lakes
Health Care Auxiliary recently
announced a contribution of
$100,000, and with the $10,000
Kootenay Savings grant and
some donations from community
members, the society is closing
the gap. Tracking the progress
of fundraising efforts is easy
now that the thermometer sign
is up beside H&R Block and
across from the Hut in downtown
Nakusp.The biggest chunk of
funding for the project ($750,000)
is coming from BC Housing.
Kootenay Savings was
very pleased to announce the
$10,000 for the Arrowtarian
project. “It’s awesome to support
access to affordable housing,”
said Aron Burke, community
liaison at Kootenay Savings.
“We originally awarded funding
to the Arrowtarians in the early
2000s for a previous phase of
the housing development, and
now they’re at phase five. It’s
wonderful to see that evolution.”
Kootenay Savings offers two
granting cycles per year – one
with an application deadline
in March and the other in
September. “Our community
foundation is the best way we can
support our communities,” said
Burke. “These big grants really
make a meaningful impact.”
Other Kootenay Savings
Community Foundation grants
announced on December 12
include $1,000 for the Arrow
Lakes Historical Society and
$14,505 for local community
foundations.

It is that time of year
again for holiday gift
giving....
GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE
FOR REFLEXOLOGY
& ORTHO-BIONOMY
SESSIONS
To pick up....call Dawn
at 250 265 1796 anytime

605 JOSEPHINE ST. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 1800 sqft. of living
area. Attached garage. Steps to amenities and lake. Situated on
100 x 130 ft lot in New Denver. MLS® #2415456
$375,000

LD
SO

Note: appointments times
available between Christmas
and New Years

Happy Holidays
Everyone!

Thank you for your support
throughout the year.

SLOCAN. Lots 16-20 Slocan Street, close to amenities and lake. 5
separately titled lots, totalling 150 x 110 ft. MLS® #2415542

$69,000

M
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O
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6163 McKean Road Surrounded by mountain and valley views, this
24’ x 36’ modest 2-storey 2 bedroom and den home on 5 acres is
the perfect spot to start your hobby farm. Located in the southern
part of Appledale Orchards. Close to school and amenities. There
is a spacious covered balcony, attached single garage and carport.
Quiet neighbourhood. MLS® #2423747
$345,000

LD
SO

ENCHANTED FOREST. 5718 Cedar Creek Road. This Artist’s
Retreat in a park like setting on half an acre is very close to
school, amenities and Slocan River rail trail. Has wood cook
stove, guest cabin. Much potential with the right upgrades.

$224,000

MLS® #2422691

Buying or Selling

CHRISTINA HARDER
250-226-7007

Selkirk Realty

christinaharder@royallepage.ca

www.selkirkrealty.com
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Crisis Line staff and volunteers are there to help
submitted by Marilyn Boxwell
The holiday season marks the
time of year when some of us are
known to feel low or possibly a bit
less energetic than usual.
There are numerous valid
reasons for this: having to deal
with winter weather extremes,
financial restrictions, or sudden

and unexpected changes on our
doorsteps.
The fact is, one doesn’t
need to feel isolated and alone
when dealing with difficult life
challenges. Be aware that help may
be available through an important
social agency known as the West
Kootenay Boundary Regional Crisis

Director Walter
Popoff
wishes to
congratulate
The Valley Voice
on 25 years in
business!

Closed Dec. 22-Jan. 7
Re-opening Jan. 8

Season’s
Greetings
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(telephone) Line and Information
Service.
This is a toll-free 24-hour notfor-profit telephone service which
operates seven days per week.
Trained staff and volunteers are
available to assist members of the
public, providing free information
and encouragement in an anonymous

and confidential manner.
If you are feeling stressed and
overwhelmed, and need someone to
listen and offer understanding during
these volatile times so many of us are
facing at present, Crisis Line staff
and volunteers are there to help.
For further details, call toll-free
1-800-3553-2273.

by Jan McMurray
The New Denver and Area and
Nakusp and District Fire Departments
are now equipped to help pets affected
by smoke inhalation in a house fire.
The Protecting Animal Life
Society (PALS) has recently donated
Wag’N Pet Oxygen Mask Kits to the
two departments.
The idea came from PALS
member Marilyn Swanson, who
saw the kit being used by firemen on
TV one night. When she asked PALS
to consider buying them for the local

fire departments, the board agreed,
and bought two kits for Nakusp and
one for New Denver.
“We will be considering
further donations to other local fire
departments once there has been
some feedback from the original
donations,” said Kathy Smith, PALS
secretary.
Each kit has three sizes of masks
to fit pets of all sizes. The masks
connect to the oxygen supply the
firefighters carry for people. Each kit
costs about $90.

Oxygen mask kits for pets donated to New
Denver and Nakusp fire departments

from the Mayor, Council & Staff

PALS recently donated pet oxygen masks to the New Denver and Nakusp fire departments.

6 Annual
FALCONS’ CUP
th

December 30th & 31st

New Year’s Dance at the Arena
Proceeds go to Nakusp Minor Hockey

Raffle Table; 50/50
Beer Gardens; Concession
Come out, watch some ‘fast pace’ old-time hockey
and support your local hockey club!
This ad is sponsored by Marvin’s Small Motors as a public service

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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March to End Violence Against Women in Nakusp makes some noise
by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s March to End Violence
Against Women on December 6
brought out as many as 80 people
to show their support, including
members of CUPE Local 2450.
The event was organized by
Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community
Services (ASLCS) employees.
For the six years before this year,
the event was a candlelight vigil for
the 14 women murdered at Ecole
Polytechnique in Montreal in 1989.
“This year, we decided to do
something different,” said Debbie
Pitaoulis, trauma and abuse counsellor
at ASLCS. “Since December 6 is the
National Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against Women,
we decided to take action this year. So

we marched up and down Broadway
carrying signs with different slogans,
and we made a lot of noise!”
The local drumming group
participated, playing both during
the march and afterwards at the
Broadway Deli, where owner Tyler
Leeson was providing chili and hot
chocolate. CUPE Local 2450 donated
two cases of water, as well.
Pitaoulis explained that the
march was organized to recognize
and support women and children who
are experiencing domestic abuse, and
feel so alone that they can’t come
forward. “So the point was to make
noise so they know the community
is supporting them.”
Pitaoulis noted that several men
came out to the march, and said

ASLCS had resource material for
men at the event. Although ASLCS
doesn’t offer counselling to men
at this time, men can contact the
organization to find out where to
access these services.
Carlee Hughes, stopping the
violence outreach worker at ASLCS,
reports that the organization will
hire a men’s outreach worker in the
new year and is seeking funding
to provide men’s counselling. She
welcomes input from men in the
community.
Hughes says she’s very excited
about the newly announced $5
million for agencies throughout
the province that provide violenceagainst-women programs and victim
services. “We’re not sure what that

by Jan McMurray
The free Christmas dinner at
What’s Brewing in Nakusp is a
show of the caring and generous
spirit of the community.
For the fifth year in a row, Trish
Albertine will host a free Christmas
dinner at What’s Brewing on
Broadway in Nakusp. The doors
open at about 4 pm, and the buffet
dinner is ready at about 5 or 5:30
pm.
“Everyone is invited,” says
Trish, owner of What’s Brewing. “If
you’re spending Christmas without
family this year, or if cooking a
big dinner is simply too much,
please come and enjoy this social
gathering. No restaurants are open
Christmas Day, so out-of-town
visitors are also welcome. Come
one, come all!”
About 50 people show up every
year for the dinner.
Lee Rooks cooks the turkey,
and Trish usually cooks roast beef
and ham. This year, she is doing
leg of lamb and ham. The rest of
the meal comes courtesy of the
community.
“Countless individuals and
businesses have donated food or
cash over the years,” Trish says.
“People start calling me a week in
advance to ask what’s needed, or to
volunteer to help set up and clean
up. The United Church kindly lends
us some tables and chairs. A huge
thank you to the community for
supporting this!”
Trish asks all those who’d

like to contribute to call her by
noon on December 23, as she does
the shopping for the dinner that
evening.
“Now that I’ve started doing
these dinners, I‘m hooked,” Trish
says. “It’s a necessity in town and I
do it to honour my husband and my
friend, Dwayne Alaric. My husband
would have been all over this – he
loved to cook.”
The idea to host a free Christmas
dinner came to Trish in 2013, the
year her husband, Randy Warke,
passed away. She ran the idea past
her friend, Dwayne Alaric, and

he was the one who gave her the
support and encouragement to pull
it off. “If it hadn’t been for Dwayne,
I’m not sure this ever would have
happened,” she said. Sadly, Dwayne
passed away in October 2015.
Another friend, Lee Rooks, used
to have a big Christmas dinner at his
home every year, “so we combined
the two and started holding it at
What’s Brewing, and it took off
from there.”
If you’d like to donate a dish or
cash, or if you’d like to help set up
or clean up, call Trish at 250-2658088 by December 23 at noon.

looks like yet, but there will be more
money for anti-violence workers
in our region,” said Hughes. “It’s
a really exciting time – a shift is
definitely happening. Lots of men
and kids came out to the march.
Violence against women can’t be

stopped by women alone – it takes
the whole community.”
Contact Carlee.Hughes@aslcs.
com for more information about the
Stopping the Violence program or to
provide input into the proposed men’s
program at ASLCS.

Fifth annual complimentary
Christmas dinner at What’s Brewing

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Closed Dec 24 - Jan 1
Wishing everyone a Safe and Happy
Holiday Season

What’s Brewing
on Broadway
wishes everyone a
Merry
Christmas!

Free Christmas
Dinner At
What’s Brewing
on Broadway
December 25
Doors open 4 pm
Buffet dinner at
5ish

Call Trish to make a donation of food or cash,
or to volunteer 250-265-8088

Closed Dec. 23rd – 27th
Open Dec. 28th and 29th – 9-12, 1-5
Closed Dec. 30th – Jan. 2nd
Open regular hours Jan. 3rd
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Nakusp council, November 27: Campground revenues way up
by Claire Paradis
• There were 13 people in
the public gallery supporting the
presentation of the Green Door
Revitalization Project given by
Joseph and Rosemary Hughes.
The presentation included two
short videos, one from Aqua

Terra Farms and the other about
the Fink Bioenergy project in
Enderby. Joseph, a former Village
of Nakusp councillor, asked for a
letter of support and for a zoning
change to get the land in line
with the proposed project. At the
moment the Green Door property

Christ being born at
Christmas is a sign of
God’s selfless love for us;

We will be reflecting upon this by
readings, songs and prayers, and you are
most welcome to join us.
Whether you are Catholic or not,
whether you go to church or not,
you are welcome to come along

St. Anthony’s Catholic Parish
Christmas Eve for “Midnight” Mass
New Denver - 4 PM
Come half-an-hour early and join us for some Carols, but the singing is only good as you make it!
(Carols will last 30 minutes and Mass about an hour.)
The other Christian Churches in the area will also be telling
the Christmas story and they’ll make you equally welcome.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Xmas Hours:
Dec. 24 – 9 am - 6 pm
Dec. 25 - 26 - closed
Open Jan. 1 – Noon - 6 pm

is zoned for C-2 and the project’s
proposed usage would require
rezoning and permission from
residential neighbours. CAO
Laurie Taylor said staff would be
looking into the zoning issue when
there was time.
Mueller asked how much
water would be needed for the
project, and Joseph answered
that the aquaponics setup and
the bioenergy system are selfcontained loops, so some water
would be added each month but
not a huge amount.
• Nakusp Municipal
Campground revenues improved
by roughly $20,000 over last
year, Recreation and Parks
Director Terry Welsh reported.
The campground brought in
$88,900 in gross revenues, an
increase of $20,592 over 2016
revenues. With expenditures of
$66,143, this year’s gross profit
of $22,752 is significantly higher
than in past years. When asked
about the dramatic difference,
We l s h r e s p o n d e d t h a t t h e
quality of service given by the
new campground operators and
the online booking system had
contributed to the increase in
visitors. This year’s attendants said
that supplying power to more sites
would bring more people to the
campground, and that dust control
was an issue, reported Welsh.
• A booster for the Nakusp Hot
Springs communication system

didn’t work out. The booster
system was used on a trial basis
and subsequently returned for a
full refund. “That’s a real bugbear
for us in terms of what we’re trying
to do in terms of marketing but
also for operations in terms of the
online booking system,” Welsh
told council. “Communication is a
real issue for us.” The Nakusp Hot
Springs has embarked on a new
social media marketing campaign
with the intention of attracting
more visitors to the springs and
chalets in the shoulder seasons.
• Cleaning up after the
windstorm on October 17 set the
Parks staff’s schedule back, and
resulted in a delay of the curling
ice installation. The ice was ready
on November 10 instead of the
planned date of November 1.
Public bathrooms are now closed
for the season, with the exception
of the marina-side bathroom,
which will remain open for the
winter.
• The Rail Trail barrier
gates around the village are
now complete, with improved
pedestrian access while limiting
motorized vehicles as much as
possible.
• The Village of Nakusp is
now the proud owner of a new
garbage truck. The truck came
with a $220,000 price tag, but is
much easier to drive and operate.
Maintenance on the old truck was
more than the Village was willing
to take on, and the old truck is now
up for sale.
• A water main broke on
Alexander Road due to a shift
in the earth on October 21. The
break has since been repaired,
but the amount of water lost and
resulting mud was significant,
Leigh reported.
• “Sidewalks are an interesting
conversation,” said Director of
Operations Warren Leigh in his
report. The Village is out of bricks
to replace individual bricks that
have decayed or broken along
Broadway, so replacement of
the sidewalks is really the only
solution. Public Works replaced
half a dozen slabs along the beach,
one of the worst areas, said Leigh,
before they ran out of time and
money. Approximately $1520,000 was spent on sidewalks
this year.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

“It’s a large capital cost to do
anything with [sidewalks], quite
frankly,” said Leigh.
The report he submitted to the
Village identifies and prioritizes
repairs that need to be done. Mayor
Hamling asked CAO Laurie Taylor
if gas tax monies could be used
for sidewalk repairs, and the CAO
confirmed that they can be, to a
certain extent.
A citizen in the public gallery
asked about the Village’s liability
if someone falls due to a sidewalk
in disrepair. CAO Taylor answered
that if the Village has made an
inventory of sidewalk repairs that
need to be done and is actively
marking them and working to repair
them, the Village is demonstrating
it is working on the problem and
wouldn’t be considered at fault.
• It might take a while to get
streetlights on Churchill, said
Leigh, who is “getting nowhere”
with BC Hydro. Mayor Karen
Hamling said she would get in
touch with the local representative
about the issue. The streetlight on
15th Avenue is also low on the
priority list, said Leigh, because it
would service only three residences
on a dead-end street.
• Thanks to the Capital
Waterline Replacement Project
coming in 45% under budget,
there is money available – with
the blessing of the Province
– to replace two problematic
segments of waterline, Leigh told
council. The main on Nakusp East
Road between Shakespeare and
Alexander, and a section of pipe
on Alexander Road heading north
need replacement.
Another portion of the excess
money will be used to address
problems with the pipes that will
transport water across the North
Road Bridge. The water pipe is
too close to the sewer pipe to
be in compliance with Interior
Health regulations, due to an
oversight in previous engineering.
Leigh estimates costs to rectify
these complications in design at
$45,000.
The Director of Operations
said he is looking forward to being
able to plan proactively rather
than reactively. “The whole time
I’ve been doing this I’ve been
scrambling to deal with issues
from before,” said Leigh. “When
these are dealt with there will be
no issues other than replacement as
time and resources permit.”
• Council voted to approve
the creation of a Grant in Aid
Service Area for the Nakusp &
District Museum. If the proposal
is approved through the Alternate
Approval Process, the service will
generate $20,000 per year for the
museum.
• Earl Frerichs from the Beaton
Arm Crossing Association asked
if council had come to a decision
on taking part in a meeting with
MLAs about a fixed link. Mayor
Hamling told him that council will
wait for staff to provide a report
that they will then vote on.
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More funding to help women, children affected by violence
submitted
During this year’s 16 Days of
Activism Against Gender Based
Violence, the BC Government is
increasing funding to services that
support women and children affected

by violence.
Community organizations working
to prevent and respond to violence
against women and children in Kaslo,
Nelson, Creston and Salmo will receive
immediate funding of $112,280 to help

reduce waitlists and better meet demand
for vital services such as counselling,
outreach and crisis support. This is over
and above the $851,432 in annual core
funding these organizations receive.
“Violence against women hurts

submitted
Interior Health (IH) has undertaken
a review of hip and knee total joint
replacement surgical processes for
patients at Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital (KBRH) in light of a
slight increase in the number of surgical
site infections in elective (scheduled)
total joint replacement surgeries.
The KBRH surgeons who provide
joint replacement surgeries postponed
elective total hip and knee replacements
while this review takes place. IH regrets

the impact for patients whose surgeries
are being postponed and will rebook
these patients as priority cases once
total joint replacement services resume.
“Providing safe, quality care is a
priority and our goal is to minimize
any risks for patients when they come
to hospital for treatment,” says Jane
Cusden, the hospital’s acute health
services administrator.
Interior Health says it has already
been examining recent infection cases
as well as the operating room (OR)

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust envisions
a region where all Basin residents
thrive – having their basic needs met,
experiencing a sense of belonging
and getting support when they need
it. We’ve built this into our Social
Strategic Plan, with an objective to
“undertake steps to understand and
reduce poverty across the Basin.” This
is why we’re helping communities
address this complex challenge and
supporting their efforts to prevent and
reduce poverty over the long term.
The Trust has announced a Request
for Proposals (RFP) for communitybased poverty reduction projects. The
RFP will make $500,000 available
for up to four innovative projects that
take action to reduce poverty in Basin
communities, including rural areas.
Successful proponents will develop and
implement their proposed projects and
keep track of lessons learned so they
can be shared. For details, visit the BC
Bid website.
This RFP is just one of the ways
the Trust is strengthening social well-

being in the Basin. For example, it is
also addressing affordable housing,
workforce development, literacy,
economic development and early
childhood development. Learn more
about social programs and initiatives
at ourtrust.org/social.
Innovative work is already
underway by the Columbia Basin
Poverty Reduction Working Group.
This group brings together Basin
communities focused on poverty
reduction and encourages collaboration
by sharing knowledge and experience,
enabling these community leaders to
be better positioned to have tangible
impact.
The working group, in
collaboration with the Columbia
Basin Rural Development Institute,
has been recognized regionally and
nationally. The group recently held
a webinar for Vibrant Communities
Canada highlighting their approach
to poverty reduction in rural and
remote communities, so other regions
across the country can learn from their
approach.

processes and the OR environment
at the hospital. This review will
provide additional expert feedback
and guidance, given recent infections in
total joint replacement cases have not
been attributed to one specific cause.
“Surgical infections can result
from a wide range of factors. These
factors can be specific to the patients
themselves, or pre- or post-operative
care. We are looking for additional
information through this review to
support quality care for Kootenay
Boundary patients,” says Cusden.
The review is scheduled to
commence the week of December 4
and is specific to orthopedic surgery for
total hip and knee joint replacements.
It will be comprehensive, covering
all aspects of these joint replacement
surgical processes – from pre-surgical
screening all the way through to postoperative care – as well as the OR
environment, measured against current
standards and best practices.
Only total hip and knee elective
joint replacement procedures are
postponed as a result of this issue. Other
surgeries are proceeding as normal. OR
time previously dedicated for joints is
being used for other patients awaiting
surgery.

Infections trigger review of Trail joint replacement services

Strengthening community
efforts to reduce poverty

from Dr. DeSandoli,
Ashley, Joanne,
Laura Lee, Laureen,
Abbey, Lynda & Kim

Saddle Mountain Dental Clinic

everyone and has long-term effects
on families and in our communities,”
said Nelson-Creston MLA Michelle
Mungall. “For too long organizations
like … North Kootenay Lake
Community Service Society … have
worked tirelessly to support victims of
violence without the needed resources.
This funding will significantly
enhance supports for women and
children affected by violence in our
communities.”
This announcement is part of
a province-wide investment of $5
million. Victim service and violenceagainst-women programs throughout
British Columbia will share $4 million
in one-time grants to better address high
demand for programs that help women
and children affected by domestic
abuse and sexualized violence.
Another $800,000 will support interagency case assessment teams of
police officers, victim service workers,
transition house service providers and
others who provide victim safety in
high-risk domestic violence cases.
The remaining $200,000 will be used
to enhance education and prevention
programs.
“Many worthy organizations have
been stretched beyond capacity for
years with static budgets despite their
growing caseloads and operating
costs, and dozens of service providers
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telling us they’re ready to give up their
contracts next year,” said Minister of
Public Safety and Solicitor General
Mike Farnworth. “The grants we’re
providing are a stepping stone toward
greater certainty and stability for the
thousands of women and children
who rely on them in some of the most
frightening, stressful and dangerous
times in their lives.”

Christmas hours:

TWO LITTLE KITTENS!! TOM
& JERRY are ready to go to their
forever home. Please call PALS
at 250-265-3792 to see if these
two healthy, neutered male
kittens are the right fit for you.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Holiday Hours:

Office Closed December 21 – January 2
Office Reopens 11:00 am, January 3, 2018

Merry
Christmas &
Happy New
Year

Closed for Christmas break
Dec. 23 – Jan. 1.
Re-opening Jan. 2, 2017
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Kaslo council, November 28: Grant application for aerodrome survey and Kaslo Bay planning
by Jan McMurray
• Staff will develop an application
for funding under the provincial
Rural Dividend program to develop
a plan for the Kaslo Bay area, and to
survey the aerodrome lands in order
to plan for hangar leaseholds.
• A letter from the Kaslo
Community Airport Management
Corporation provides a summary
of an October 6 meeting with

SEASON’S Greetings
Eric’s Meat Market
& Deli
Family operated
business for over 75 years

Councillor Lang, CAO Smith, Don
Scarlett, Jason Remple, and Ward
Taylor in attendance. The following
three items were discussed at that
meeting.
The Village asked that a legal
survey of the airport lands be done, to
assist with determining lots for future
development within the apron area,
and paid for jointly by the Village
and hangar owners. The total cost of
the survey is estimated at $16,000.
The Kaslo Community Airport
Management Corporation will
voluntarily dissolve at the end of
this year, and will re-incorporate
as a non-profit society. The letter
says this is “an attempt to minimize
corporate legalities and governance
issues.” The non-profit society will
negotiate a management agreement
for the airport lands with the Village.
The gate that crosses the access

Fresh
Turkeys and
Hams
Party Trays
made to order
Kaslo, BC
250-353-2436

Season’s
Greetings!

to the apron area from the runway
will be installed with an 80-foot
opening. Originally, it was going to
be installed with a 60-foot opening.
During high traffic times at the
airport, the gate will be left open.
During times when the runway is
inaccessible for landings due to snow,
the gate will be closed.
The letter ends with a thank you
to the Village crew for “going up and
beyond” to ensure completion of the
fencing project.
• The Kaslo Bay Marine Club,
on behalf of the Kaslo Dragon
Boating Club, asked for a grant of
$3,820 from the RDCK Community
Development Fund to assist with
dryland winter storage for the dragon
boat. A trailer will be built to remove
the boat from Kaslo Bay and transport
it to storage. Jones Boys Boats,
Arcwright Welding in Nelson, and
Steve Anderson and his shop students
at JVH have all committed to in-kind
donations. Council endorsed the
application and forwarded it to the
RDCK for final approval.
• Kaslo 125 muncipal grants of
$2,500 were approved as follows:
CFNKLS $442 (Charitable Treasure
Hunt), Kootenay Lake Historical
Society $442 (create display of
early Kaslo), Kaslo Senior Citizens
Association $442 (host a seniors’
tea to celebrate Kaslo’s 125th),
Kaslo & District Library Association
$420 (host Pocket Park opening
event), Langham Cultural Society
$442 (Lucas Meyer performance
on history of Kaslo), Kaslo Curling
Club $312 (Funspiel showcasing
Kaslo history).
• Council will apply to the
Province to write off the property
taxes owing on Kaslo Bay Marina.
The lease held by Turiff Investments
was cancelled July 27, 2016 and
there is no recourse to collect the
$3,496.47 owing. If the application

Open
Sunday Dec. 24th
10:00 am - 2:00pm
Closed
Dec. 25th/26th
and Jan 1st

www.kaslobuilding.com

is approved, the Village can recover
the funds it remitted to other levels of
government for the marina property.
• The Animal Control Contract
was renewed for two years “until
such time as the current or future
Council wishes to further discuss
approaches to bylaw compliance
enforcement.
• Council discussed a request
for tax exemption for the Masonic
Hall. The CAO advised that the hall
is eligible for tax exemption. The
exemption cannot be put into place
until 2019, so council will re-visit the
issue in the summer. The letter states
that the lodge has a history of almost
125 years in Kaslo, and is the oldest
and only wooden lodge building
in western Canada still in regular
use. The Masonic Lodge provides
a $1,000 bursary to a graduating
JVH student every year, and assists
members of the community after
injury or illness. The Grand Lodge
of BC & Yukon supports travel for
families of people fighting cancer.
• Council received the 2017
Campground Revenue Report.
Revenue was $71,691.34 this
season, up from $70,128.89 last year.
Revenues were way up in August and
October, slightly up in September,
and down in May, June, and July
compared to last year’s figures. The
Village receives 30% of the revenues,
which came to $30,724.86 this year.
The campground contractor’s 70%

came to $71,691.34.
• CTQ, the consultants doing
the lands project, has proposed an
interactive GIS map for the Village
website. The creation of the map
would cost the Village $6,600. Staff
was asked to discuss the project
further with CTQ.
• The Village provided a letter
of support to the Kaslo & District
Community Forest Society for its
funding application to the Forest
Enhancement Society of BC.
KDCFS is seeking funding for a
multi-year fuel treatment project in
high hazard areas identified in the
2017 Community Wildfire Protection
Plan Update.
• Maggie Winters sent in her letter
of resignation as ex-officio member
of the Health Care Select Committee.
Winters explains that she’d like
to spend more time and energy
building up Kaslo’s emergency
social services capacity. She applauds
all the accomplishments of the
committee to date, and says she
believes the committee is on the
right track.
• A letter from Waneco Enterprises
Custom Sawmilling explains the
operation’s need to burn its slab pile
once every winter, and asks for a
variance to the burning bylaw. The
bylaw allows for category 3 fires
from February 15 to April 30, and
October 1 to November 30. Council
asked staff to prepare a report.

submitted
We as Canadians are fortunate
to live in one of the more peaceful
countries on this planet. Sometimes
it is hard to relate to the many
conflicts occurring in other parts of
the world. Do you ever wonder what
you can do to help foster peace?
Each year on the Winter Solstice,
the Johnson’s Landing Retreat
Centre hosts a free event dedicating
the entire day to focusing on peace.
The intent is to find peace within
ourselves and also focus on peace
in our society and on our planet.
The centre invites everyone to
participate with meditation, songs,
dances, chants, ceremonies, focusing
on peace, in whatever way feels
comfortable to you as all share time
together.
The centre asks participants
to arrive on the afternoon of
Wednesday, December 20 to settle
into accommodations, get oriented to
the Centre and plan for the upcoming
24 hours. Just before midnight
everyone will meet and begin the

peace vigil by lighting a large candle
in the meditation space. As a group
they will take turns meditating,
praying on peace, kindness and
compassion.
As the night progresses some
folks may wish to fall asleep in
the meditation space to stay in the
flow of the event. On Wednesday
or Thursday night a bonfire will be
lit. On Friday morning, December
22, after breakfast, this free flowing
event ends.
The food will be a vegetarian
pot-luck; please take a variety
of items to share. As a group,
participants will work collectively
to prepare two days of meals. The
buffet will be open around the clock.
Accommodations are provided at
no charge; please bring sheets and
pillow cases to minimize the laundry.
If you only have limited time,
you are welcome just drop in for a
few hours on Thursday December
21.
To join this free event please call
(250) 366-4402. There is limited
accommodation space so please
phone early.
F o r m o r e i n f o , w w w.
JohnsonsLandingRetreat.bc.ca;
info@JohnsonsLandingRetreat.
bc.ca.

Free solstice/peace
meditation at Johnson’s Landing

Warm wishes to you and yours
this holiday season
– Ruth, Tom & Tamara

Holiday Hours
Closed Dec. 25, 26
& Jan.1

Advertise in the

Valley Voice

Please Note: Closed for
Renovations Jan.16 & 17

It pays!!!

Bringing you the best in Canadian Crafts since 1986

Front St. Kaslo • 250-353-2566 • www.figmentscanada.com

• Call 358-7218 for details •
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
PACKED WITH GARDENING TIPS,
recipes and profiles of familiar folks from
south of Enterprise Creek to Hills, The
Talking Spade: Garden Lore from North
Slocan Elders makes a colourful Christmas/
Solstice gift. Copies at Raven’s Nest, the
Valley Voice or from Anne 358-2666. $25.
CAMP CAFÉ (Silverton) is closing for
the holiday season and beyond and will reopen at the beginning of March for brunch
and dinners much the same as it has been
running as of late. We will be back up to
full-time service once the season picks up in
the spring, but look for us back in business
in early March! Final brunch will be the
17th of December, and dinner the night of
the 16th, be sure to make reservations as
we will probably have a full house over the
next couple of weeks. We will keep you in
the loop as to the exact date of our return.
See you all then and wishing you all a very
merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Thank you for your patronage!

HOURS
11:30 AM - 8 PM

AUTOMOTIVE

1979 MERCURY COUGAR XR7 $3500 CAD. 2 Door / White and green.
Good condition. Located in Silverton.
250-358-2284.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment Program, where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS for
the 2018 North Valley Mountain Film
Festival are now open and will be
accepted until the January 31 deadline.
For submission guidelines please visit
northvalleyfilmfest.com or direct inquiries
to northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com

CARD OF THANKS

SLOCAN LAKE ARENA SOCIETY
would like to thank all the donors and
participants in the May Day Silent Auction
and July 1st Silent Auction as follows:
Alvie’s Metal Creations, Anonymous
donors, Apple Tree, Bingo (SLAS), CDE
Enterprises, Camp Café, Lloyd Dennis
(in memory of Linda Fitchett), Donation
Store, Anita Dumins, Bobbi Everett and
Audrey Pitman, Garden Graces, Glacier
View Service, Tanya Gordon , Jo’s Jewelry,
Sally Lamarre, Lyn-A-Tech, Mountainberry
Foods, New Denver Community Pharmacy,
New Denver Quilt Guild, New Denver
Rescue Society, New Denver Royalty, New
Market Foods, Nuru Coffee Bar, Rebecca
Ozbadem, Valerie Piercy, Prospector’s
Pick, RHC Insurance, Raven’s Nest,

Reitmeier Logging, Sanderella’s, Sew
Much More, Trish & Dwayne Sheloff,
Silverton Building Supplies, Silverton
Transport Ltd., Slocan Lake Golf Course,
Thomas & Co Locksmith, Valhalla Pure,
Myrna Varaleau, Marg Welch, What’s In
Store, What Knot Works, Wilds of Canada
Bike Shop.
We appreciate all the support from the
community to help us continue operating
the rink in Silverton. Thank you.

COMING EVENTS

SLOCAN MASONIC LODGE meets
at Knox Hall in New Denver August,
September, October and November – every
fourth Friday of the month. We meet with
the Nakusp Lodge on December 9.
C A N C E R PAT I E N T S U P P O RT
GROUP: Every first and third Thursday
of each month @ 6 pm in the conference

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

REAL ESTATE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Christina Harder
REALTOR®

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

Open Every Day!
Sunday 11 am - 4 pm
Monday to Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

GIFTS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
– Bulk Ordering –
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room at Arrow Lakes Hospital. Cancer
Caregivers Support Group: Every second
and fourth Tuesday of each month @ 7 pm
in the conference room at Arrow Lakes
Hospital. For more information, call Linda
@ 250-265-1397.
LUCERNE SCHOOL WINTER
P E R F O R M A N C E : We d n e s d a y,
December 20 at 7 pm., Lucerne School
Gym. The community is invited to attend.
UP CLOSE & INTIMATE: On sale
now ~ Vallican Whole’s three-event series
pass. Cabaret Intime with Eva Tree and
friends; Be/Longing ~ an original play
by Marya Folinsbee & Martina Avis; and
2017 Juno nominee Maria Dunn. $50 for
three fabulous nights out. A great holiday
gift that continues into the new year! www.
VallicanWhole.com
NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE Slocan
Valley Legion Hall 502 Harold St., Slocan.
December 31 starting at 9 pm. Tickets $15
ea. (members $10 ea.). Tickets at Mountain
Valley Station in Slocan or phone 3552245 or 355-2672 to reserve. Music by DJ
Extraordinaire, Lisa Stomp! The Legion
welcomes members & guests.

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax
www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

slocan city
trading

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
furniture etc.
We buy guitars

Your ad could
be here for only
Kaslo Clothes Hanger
$11.00 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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COMING EVENTS

NOTE DATE CHANGE! BLUE
CHRISTMAS, SATURDAY DECEMBER
16, 2-4 PM, KNOX HALL, NEW
DENVER. At Blue Christmas, it’s okay to
be out of step with holiday cheer. Whether
you’re struggling with the death of a loved
one, loss of health or painful memories,
Blue Christmas offers a safe place to
address your grief. Listen to music, talk,
stare out the window, journal, colour, or
write a note to your loved one – there’s
room for whatever you need. Come for
all or any part of the time. Refreshments
provided. Knox Hall, 2-4. Winter fire, 4
pm, bottom of 6th Ave., New Denver. Co-

AUTOMOTIVE
WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters for most
common vehicles! NEW TIRE SALES – Installs, Repairs &
Changeovers • AFTERMARKET PARTS • PERFORMANCE
PARTS • GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR • POWER
POLISHING • WHEELS • INSTALLATIONS

sponsored by New Denver Hospice Society
and Wide Spot (a program of Turner-Zion
United Church of Canada).
ARTISAN CHRISTMAS MARKET
at the Kaslo Senior’s Hall on the two
Saturdays before Christmas: December 16
and 23. 10 am – 3 pm. Hand crafted and
unique gift giving ideas!
LANGHAM’S ADVENTURE TRAVEL
SERIES - CHINA, TIBET, NEPAL: ON
FOOT & BIKE Saturday December 16, 3
pm. Intrepid Kaslovian Dave McCormick
presents videos exploring 2016 adventures
in Asia. Donation at the door, a Langham
fundraiser. www.thelangham.ca.
The Langham presents THE
EISENHAUERS Friday December 22, 7
pm. The local folk/ country duo bring the
warmth and vitality of their simple, spare
and beautiful songs in a special holiday
show. $15 Willow and Sunnyside, Kaslo.
Doors 6:30 pm www.thelangham.ca
SLOCAN LAKE ARENA SOCIETY
will be holding the General Membership
meeting at 7 pm on Monday, January 29,
2018 with the Annual General Meeting to
follow at the office behind the New Denver
liquor store. Everyone is welcome.

CLASSIFIED ADS

VALHALLA FINE ARTS is offering
Creative Movement Dance with Nicole. All
ages preschool to high school. Classes start
January 8. Registration forms are available
at Lucerne School. For more information
call 250-358-2284.

FOR RENT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Selfcontained office space approximately 20’
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.
SPLIT LEVEL FAMILY HOUSE with
3 spacious bedrooms with 1.5 bathrooms
on quiet corner lot in Slocan City close to
waterfront. Large private yard with garden
space, large deck, double car carport, W/D
and lots of storage space. $1200 + utilities,
250-359-6699.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
RAIN BARRELS – Did you miss out on
the recent offer by the Villages of Slocan
and Silverton? We have two of those rain
barrels for sale, $40 each. 250-358-7218
or 7215.

DRAFTING TABLES/ SHELVING
UNITS – Come check them out at the
Valley Voice office. 250-358-7218.

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.

NOTICES

Sing HU for CALMNESS, protection,
healing and perspective. It’s for people of
all faiths, traditions and practices. Check
out eckankar-bc.ca/husong.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help.
For information on AA: in New Denver,
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 3539617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104;
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA:
New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

TOWING
Slocan Towing

Serving the Slocan Valley

The Valley Voice December 14, 2017
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at
www.proudofmydog.ca

Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

• BICYCLE

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

ENVIRONMENT

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service
250-226-7084

info

Your ad could
be here for only
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.
$11.00 + GST
Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

ADVERTISING

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST
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SERVICES

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250399-0079.

OBITUARY

CLASSIFIED ADS

Columbia Basin Trust announces new Basin ecosystem program
submitted
Ecosystems around the
Columbia Basin will receive a major
boost thanks to a new Ecosystem
Enhancement Program announced
by Columbia Basin Trust. The
program will run for five years with
SLOCAN VALLEY
RECREATION

WINSTON FREDRICK WALBERG
STORGARD, born December 6, 1935 in
Nelson, BC, passed away October 13, 2017
in Trail Hospital with family at his side.
Winston was known for his story telling.
He would tell about his life on earth with all
the stories of when he played ball (highlight
of his life), mining stories, hunting trips
(with many friends), fishing stories. The
stories never seem to end. It would make his
day if he could make you laugh with jokes
he seemed to pull out of thin air. He was
very charismatic – one of a kind.
No service by his request.

Like us on Facebook and keep up-to-date
on everything Rec! @slocanvalleyrec
COFFEE TIME!! Every Tues, 10-12
at the Slocan Park Hall starting Jan 9.
Nelson Library Outreach will attend
every 3rd Tues of the month.
WINTER PROGRAMS FOR
KIDS: Infant Massage, Little Tots Dance
(1-3yrs), Pre-Ballet (3-5yrs), Ballet
(6-10yrs), Baseball Skill Development
(5-12yrs), Judo Winlaw & BK (6-10yrs),
Pottery for Kids (Age 4+), Drama
Playshops (Age 6+).
PARENT N TOT DROP IN: Every
Fri Jan 5-Mar 16, 10am-12pm. Nelson
Library info and story time offered 3rd
Friday of each month. Slocan Park Hall.
FREE!
WINTER FITNESS: Barre Class, Yoga,
Adult Ballet, Basketball, Volleyball, and
Judo. Start your new year off right!
EMERGENCY FIRST AID WITH
CPR-C: Sat Jan 13, 8:30am-4:30pm.
$105. Crescent Valley Hall
NEW YEAR IN THE ARTS: Figure
Studies, Pottery Classes, Oil Painting,
Glass Mosaic, and Drama for Grownups!

226-0008
WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

a budget of $10 million.
The goal is to help maintain
and improve ecological health and
native biodiversity in a variety of
ecosystems, such as wetlands, fish
habitat, forests and grasslands. While
the Trust has other programs that
support ecosystem health, including
its Environment Grants program,
this new initiative is unique because
it will carry out large-scale, on-theground projects with significant
benefits.
“The intent of this new Ecosystem
Enhancement Program is to have a

meaningful and measurable impact
in supporting and strengthening
ecosystem health in the Basin,” said
Johnny Strilaeff, CBT President and
Chief Executive Officer. “Based on
input from Basin residents, one of
our strategic priorities is to support
healthy, diverse and functioning
ecosystems. This program will bring
benefits to fish, wildlife and their
habitats that endure into the future.”
The Trust will identify projects
focused on enhancement, restoration
and conservation by seeking
input from community groups,

submitted
On Saturday, December 16, Mt.
Sentinel’s 2018 graduate class is hosting
a Winter Wonderland Walkthrough.
The Graduate Committee is inviting
members of the public to take part in
a variety of fun activities, with hot
chocolate and cookies provided. All
proceeds from this fundraiser will
go towards the school’s upcoming
graduation in June and the costs
associated with the event.
There is an entry fee of $12 per
adult, and children age 17 and under
are admitted for free. Attendees can
take pictures with Santa and will receive
a 4x6 photograph on site. The cost of
the first photograph is included in the

entry fee, and attendees can choose to
receive additional photographs for a
price of $3 each.
There will be a Christmas-themed
bake sale during the event, along
with free hot chocolate and a cookie
decorating station. A gift wrapping
station will also be available.
A large portion of the funds
generated will go towards hosting a
non-alcoholic event for the graduating
students to keep them safe during a time
of celebration. This event is an important
part of Mt. Sentinel’s tradition.
Please join us for a fun afternoon
with Santa, and enjoy hot chocolate
and a variety of baked goods. We hope
to see you there!

Mt. Sentinel grad fundraiser
on Saturday, December 16
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First Nations representatives and
government experts, and reviewing
existing regional plans and research.
Through request for proposal
processes, the Trust will work with
organizations to implement the
selected projects over the next five
years.
Learn more at ourtrust.org/
ecosystems.
The Trust also helps Basin
residents and groups address
environmental priorities through
programs like Environment Grants,
the Grassland and Rangeland
Enhancement Program, the
Invasive Species Partnership, the
Land Conservation and Stewardship
Initiative, and the Upper Kootenay
Ecosystem Enhancement Plan
Grants. Learn more at ourtrust.org/
environment.

Next Valley
Voice
Deadline:
January 5,
2018

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Leaf Cabinetry

mobile

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

Darrell A. Olsen
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

K&A

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		
Phone: 250-265-4621
email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

COMMUNITY
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‘Enhanced road assessment’ to replace DriveABLE, strengthen road safety
submitted
The road assessment that helps
determine whether drivers can safely
remain at the wheel will become

more accessible and more focused on
making BC’s roads safer for everyone.
Beginning in March 2018, ICBC
will deliver the new enhanced road

Glenn Evans
Weatherhead
July 11, 1921 –
November 25, 2017

We are sad to announce the
passing of our father, grandfather and
great grandfather, at the age of 96.
He was born in Canyon B.C.,
the youngest of five. His father,
Wilfred ran logging operations there
and moved the family to Nelson
soon after for better education.
Glenn finished his schooling at St.
George’s, Vancouver. He was an
accomplished rugby player, member of the B.C. All Star team that played
the legendary New Zealand All Blacks. Upon graduation in 1941 he
enlisted in the RCAF. He attended the University of Toronto for aircraft
electrical training and McGill University for radar training. Glenn was
posted to Bella Bella on the B.C. coast for two years overseeing radar
station setups and maintaining West Coast Patrol aircraft. In 1944, he
was posted to Pat Bay, a naval base that subsequently became the Victoria
Airport. There on September 27, 1944, he met Grace Roberta Ferguson.
Their strong, caring relationship became official on August 31, 1946 with
their marriage in Victoria.
Glenn worked as a logger, sawmill operator, government entomologist,
scaler and investment advisor before embracing entrepreneurship. He
operated varied businesses; ready mix concrete, bookkeeping, funeral
homes, mini storage and a flower shop where he was Grace’s backup.
Glenn volunteered within the community with the Rotary Club
(involved in stage one of Arrowtarian Seniors Housing), 10 years as
Chairman of the School Board and an instrumental member of the steering
committee that brought Selkirk College to fruition. Glenn was a member of
the Masonic Lodge and volunteered at the local museum well into his 90s.
Glenn is survived by he and Grace’s five children – David (Shenny),
Brian (Teresa), Dale (Shirley), Joan (Willie) and Kerry (Gerry), fourteen
grandchildren and fourteen great grandchildren. Grace predeceased Glenn
on November 8, 2012 after sixty-six years of loving, caring time together.
A celebration of Glenn’s life will be held when better weather and
travelling conditions return in 2018

assessment (ERA) to drivers who need
to have their medical fitness to drive
assessed. This will replace both the
DriveABLE cognitive assessment and
the ICBC re-examination currently
used for drivers with medical
conditions.
“The ERA will be more accessible
to seniors living in rural areas like
ours,” said Nelson-Creston MLA
Michelle Mungall. “By removing the
cognitive computer test component
and making the road test longer it
will actually test a driver’s cognitive
ability behind the wheel, not their
competency with a computer.
These changes represent a major
improvement from the past system
and will make the processes much less
stressful for those seniors required to
undertake a road test.”
“The new assessment puts the
focus more sharply on whether
someone is still safe to drive their
vehicle,” said Minister of Public
Safety and Solicitor General Mike
Farnworth. “The new process is
the result of consulting experts and
looking at many options, including
what other jurisdictions are doing, so
drivers can be confident that others
around them are qualified to be at
the wheel.”
This new approach will:
- extend the current ICBC reexamination to 90 minutes from 75,
incorporating new components to
assess driving errors that may result
from cognitive impairment and other
areas of medical concern;
- eliminate the in-office, computerbased screening that’s currently
part of the DriveABLE assessment,
which many drivers have said adds
unnecessary complexity and stress;
- allow ICBC driver examiners

to gradually increase the complexity
of driving tasks, provide a break
and feedback midway through, and
have clear parameters for ending an
assessment early if necessary, all to
help maximize safety in real-world
driving conditions;
- let drivers use their own vehicles,
as many drivers have said that having
to operate an unfamiliar vehicle
affects their on-road assessment
results;
- improve access and convenience,
with approximately 70 ICBC locations
delivering the ERA provincewide.

Drivers required to take an ERA
will receive it at no cost.
RoadSafetyBC may require that a
driver complete a road assessment as
part of the process of making a driver
medical fitness determination. Some
of the most common reasons for a
road assessment are a doctor’s report
concerning a medical condition that
may affect a person’s ability to drive
safely, a police or collision report
indicating a possible medical concern,
or the results of a previous assessment
suggesting follow-up assessments are
needed.

submitted
The New Democrat and BC
Green caucuses announced today
that they have formed a working
group on proportional representation,
led by New Democrat MLA Bob
D’Eith (Maple Ridge-Mission) and
BC Green MLA Sonia Furstenau
(Cowichan Valley).
“My kids and their friends tell
me that right now, they don’t see
the point in voting, that they feel
that their vote won’t count. When a
government gets less than half of the
votes, but holds 100 per cent of the
power, I can see why they feel that
way,” said D’Eith. “This isn’t about
partisan politics, this is about making
everyone’s vote count.”
The working group will engage
British Columbians on how we
can strengthen our democracy and
move to a system where every
vote counts, and encourage people
and organizations to participate
in the government’s How We Vote
engagement process to help shape

next year’s provincial referendum
on electoral reform.
The group will also work with
their respective caucus colleagues,
experts and advocates of democratic
reform and will be making a
submission to the Attorney General.
This submission will be made public
once it is finalized.
“Our parties don’t agree on
everything. However, one of
our shared values is an inclusive
democracy,” said Furstenau. “This
working group isn’t about partisan
politics – it’s about two parties
coming together to engage the public,
experts and each other to produce an
evidence-based submission to the
Attorney General’s process. I look
forward to working with Bob to
engage British Columbians on this
important discussion about the future
of our democracy.”
Since 1928, there has only been
one general election in BC where
a single party received more than
half the vote. Under a proportional
system, the number of seats in the
legislature would be proportional to a
party’s share of the vote. Everyone’s
vote would count.
“Both the New Democrat and
BC Green caucuses agree that our
voting system needs to be more
fair and equitable. We’re looking
forward to campaigning together,”
said D’Eith.

New Democrat, Green caucuses form
proportional representation working group

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year
from

Crescent Bay Construction
Dec 22 closed at noon
Dec 23-26 closed
Dec 29 closed at noon
Dec 30, 31, Jan 1 closed

Nakusp • Ph. 250 265-3747• Email cresbay@telus.net
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Changes recommended for BC’s forest practices legislation
submitted
In a new report the Forest
Practices Board is recommending
that government make a number
of improvements to the Forest
and Range Practices Act (FRPA).
These improvements all have
been recommended in previous
board reports, but government
has never implemented the
recommendations.
“The board believes these
changes are necessary to improve
stewardship of BC’s forest and
range resources and to maintain
public confidence in their
management,” said board chair
Tim Ryan. “We urge government

to move quickly to address these
priorities.”
• Strengthen district managers’
authority to intervene where
proposed activities put local
environmental and community
values at risk. Currently, district
managers must issue cutting and
road permits if they meet basic
requirements under FRPA, even if
the proposed activities pose a risk
to local values.
• Enable public consultation
on forest roads and cutblocks. The
only legislated opportunity for
public review and comment is for
forest stewardship plans, but these
documents do not indicate where

or when forest development will
occur. The public cannot tell how
forestry activity may affect them
until they see ribbons hanging on
the trees.
• Strengthen legal requirements
for protection of drinking water
from forest and range activities.
There are limited protections
for drinking water outside of
community watersheds, and this
issue is the source of many of
the public complaints the board
receives each year.
• Publish all penalty
determinations made under FRPA
and the Wildfire Act. Currently,
the Ministry of Forests, Lands,

submitted
Upgrades to the 100-kilometrelong transmission line that serves
over 2000 customers from Burton
and East Arrow Park through
Nakusp to Silverton will continue
as long as weather permits, and
will resume in the spring.
So far, crews have replaced
poles or cross arms on over
100 individual transmission
line structures, and expect to
complete work on approximately
150 structures by the end of

December. This is just under half
of the structures that require work.
The new poles are about 10
feet higher than the original poles
and will help keep the line away
from trees and vehicles.
Over 300 new automatic
sleeves were installed by more than
20 individual line crews during
an eight-hour planned outage in
June. The new automatic sleeves
allowed crews to safely replace
poles and equipment along the line
without turning the power off.

Existing access roads have
been restored and upgraded
between New Denver and Nakusp
and in much of the area between
Burton and Nakusp.
Most of the remaining work, to
take place in the spring, is between
New Denver and Summit Lake
and between Nakusp and Fauquier.
BC Hydro expects to schedule
some planned outages in order to
get this work done. Notification
of the outages will be given in
advance.

submitted
Are you missing someone you
love or suffering from depression?
Have you lost a dream, a beloved
pet, a relationship, your health?
Are you wishing that this whole
holiday season would just pass
you by?
You’re not alone.
This time of year, when the
world acts like everyone should
be happy, is a particularly difficult
time for people who are grieving or
struggling with painful memories
or tough life circumstances. The
merriment around us can leave us
with a profound sense of being ‘on
the outside’ of normal life.
Blue Christmas, held on
Saturday, December 16 at Knox
Hall in New Denver, provides a
safe space to explore our grief and
loss without being overwhelmed
by it. Offering music and poetry,
people to talk to, and time to
write or draw or just be silent,
Blue Christmas is open to anyone
feeling in need of gentle shelter.

Drop in any time between 2
and 4 pm, or join us at 4 pm for
the fire at the bottom of 6th Street,
where participants are invited to
burn something small that signifies
their sadness. Coffee, tea, and

snacks will be provided.
Blue Christmas is a joint
offering by the New Denver
Hospice Society and Wide Spot, a
program of the Turner-Zion United
Church of Canada.

Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development does
not make public the penalties it
issues for non-compliance, such
as causing a wildfire or damage
to the environment.
• Establish government
objectives for access road
management and improve the
systems and processes in place for
managing resource roads. About
10,000 kilometres of resource
road are built each year without

the benefit of a strategic plan for
their location or use.
The Forest Practices Board
is BC’s independent watchdog
for sound forest and range
practices, reporting its findings
and recommendations directly to
the public and government. The
board can investigate and report
on current forestry and range
issues and make recommendations
for improvement to practices and
legislation.

BC Hydro upgrades transmission line in Arrow Slocan Lakes

Blue Christmas for folks with the blues

Exciting things are happening at the Rosewood this holiday season! On December 15th
we are celebrating our 24th anniversary with excellent $20 specials
including roast beef atop our famous Yorkshire pudding,
mouthwatering BBQ pork ribs, stuffed Rosewood chicken,
and vegetarian crepes. Can’t make it on the 15th?
We will continue these specials for
one night more on the 23rd for a
festive sing along with Pickled
Thistle. The perfect way to get in the
holiday mood!

It pays to advertise in
the Valley Voice.
Call 358-7218 for details

On the 31st of December
come ring in the new year
at our 24th annual NYE buffet.
Our Master Chef’s artistry is something
you don’t want to miss with features
such as Prime rib, fresh seafood,
appetizers, salads and decadent desserts!

$50/person and reservations are required.

(250)353-7673

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas Season and a Healthy and Happy New Year,
from Vince, Mathew, Joel and the staff at Vince DeVito Shoes and Orthotics
		Christmas Hours:

Open Dec 24 till 2:00
					
Closed Dec 25/26
					
Dec 27 - 30 regular hours
					Closed Dec 31 - Jan1
					Jan 2 regular hours

www.facebook.
com/pages/VinceDeVitos-SpecialtyFootwear-LTD

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622
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Draft Community Wildfire Protection Plan for Area D presented in Ainsworth
by Katrine Campbell
Residents of Area D were invited
to attend a presentation on the updated
Community Wildfire Protection Plan,
or CWPP, at the Ainsworth Community
Hall. The event was hosted by Area D
Director Aimee Watson, and presented
by John Cathro of Kaslo.

Cathro gave an overview of the plan,
which is designed to reduce wildfire risk
in Area D communities. He discussed the
scope of risk, the work which has been
done to date, and some of the contents
of the 127-page plan.
Cathro also explained the role of
FireSmart ambassadors, who work with

property owners to help them identify
risks and plan mitigation. Nora Hannon
is the regional FireSmart representative,
who supports the ambassadors’ work and
other initiatives as a wildfire mitigation
specialist. She also supports interested
communities to attain FireSmart Canada
Community Recognition.

Cathro’s presentation included maps
and diagrams of priority interface fuel
treatment areas, where crews reduce the
amount of brush, dead limbs, and small
trees to lessen the risk of fire spreading.
The plan’s recommendations are in
five main categories: communication
and education; structure protection and
planning; planning and development;
emergency response and preparedness,
and fuel management.
To date, he said, field work is
complete, consultations are almost
complete, and fire department
consultations are ongoing. The next
steps include completing the ongoing
assessment of homes and infrastructure,
completing the CWPP, developing fuel
management prescriptions for areas of
interest next year, and then treating the
areas in 2018 and onwards.
A total of 47 prioritized wildfire
mitigation recommendations are made
in this plan. While it is recognized
that the RDCK will not likely have
the resources required to act upon all
recommendations, it should review
and identify resource requirements and

develop a timeframe for implementation
of recommendations as available funding
and resources allow.
The CWPP program was created
in BC as a response to the devastating
2003 wildfire in Kelowna. As an
integral part of the Strategic Wildfire
Prevention Initiative, managed and
funded through the Union of BC
Municipalities, CWPPs aim to develop
strategic recommendations to assist in
improving safety and to reduce the risk
of damage to property from wildfires. In
2008, Community Wildfire Protection
Plans were completed for RDCK Fire
Protection Areas within Area D and
Kaslo to help guide the Regional District
in wildfire risk reduction and mitigation
activities.
This update reflects changes in the
communities and current conditions
using the provincially accepted standard
methodology and baseline data for hazard
and threat analysis. It also examines
the effectiveness of completed work,
identifies opportunities for improvement
within existing programs, and describes
future initiatives.

by Jan McMurray
The epic Johnson’s Landing Gar
Creek water system project has shut
down for the winter, and will start up
again as soon as the weather permits.
Completion is expected by the end of
August 2018.
An astounding 5500 feet of
waterline has been buried in mostly
steep terrain from the townsite of
Johnson’s Landing to the source on
Upper Gar Creek, above the origin
of the 2012 landslide that took out
the original system. The remaining
work involves burying about 50 feet
of pipe on either end, and installing
the intake.
The last section of pipe laid
this year was way up top, and
was on a slope too steep for most
machines. Most of the work was
done by hand, and the pipe was

bedded and backfilled just before
the first snowfall at the beginning of
November.
Argenta resident Rik Valentine
is the project manager, and there has
been a crew of three to seven paid
people over the course of the project,
and many volunteers.
It took five years to find the
funding to replace the water system
destroyed in the Johnson’s Landing
slide. In the meantime, Gar Creek
water users have been hooked up
temporarily to a spring on their
neighbour’s private property.
The cost of the new system
is about $400,000. Funds came
from the RDCK, the New Building
Canada Fund, Disaster Financial
Assistance contributions, CBT
Affected Areas funding, donations,
and local residents.

Johnson’s Landing Gar Creek
water project 90% complete

The crew on the Johnson’s Landing water project had to bury the pipe in the upper section by
hand. The terrain is very steep up near the intake on Upper Gar Creek.
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Tourism strategy for Arrow Slocan outlined at open houses
by Jan McMurray
The Arrow Slocan Tourism
Association is being formed, and
a five-year tourism strategy for the
region is being developed.
Open houses were held
December 4 and 5 in Nakusp and
Silverton to gather input for the
strategy from people in the tourism
industry.
Spearheaded by the Nakusp
& District and Slocan District
Chambers of Commerce, the fiveyear strategy is being written
by consultant Suzanne Denbak.
Denbak has years of experience in
tourism planning throughout the
province, including in the West
Kootenay.
A key part of the plan is for
the new tourism association to
apply for the Municipal Regional
District Tax (MRDT), a 2% levy on
accommodations in establishments
with four units or more. Unlike
PST and GST, which goes to the
government, the MRDT would
come back to the Arrow Slocan
Tourism Association to help fund
the marketing tactics in the fiveyear strategy.
Denbak estimates that the
MRDT would generate $100,000 a
year, which could be supplemented
with grants for a total annual
budget of $140,000. About 70-75%
would be spent on marketing, and
25-30% on a paid coordinator.
Accommodators in the region
probably won’t be collecting
the MRDT until January 2019.
Denbak said she hopes to have the
MRDT application package ready
to submit to the government in
January or February 2018, but “it’s

a process,” she said. It takes up to
nine months for the government to
approve the application, and then
accommodators are given three
months notice, to give them time
to get their systems in place for the
additional levy.
Denbak was hired in the
spring to help the Chambers find
a sustainable source of funding
for their tourism initiatives. Jan
McMurray, president of the Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce,
told the attendees at the Silverton
meeting that the Chambers have
recognized the shortcomings of
trying to develop tourism with

grant funding and volunteer labour.
In the past six months, Denbak
has spoken with accommodators
and other tourism-related
businesspeople in the region,
as well as with representatives
from the two Chambers, and
from the local governments.
She said she has learned that the
regional community recognizes
the importance of tourism, but
is not interested in “tourism at
all costs.” Rather, “you’d like it
carefully considered and managed
so as to respect and cherish the
environment and communities that
are your home.”

There is also a recognition
that each community in the region
is unique, but “you are stronger
when you collaborate to lengthen
stays at the times of year you need
business,” Denbak said.
The tourism objectives in the
plan are to focus on bringing in
visitors during the off seasons,
increase awareness of the region,
increase length of stay and spend,
and offer remarkable experiences
to build return visits and referrals.
Denbak noted that these tourism
objectives will support the broader
community objectives of attracting
year-round residents and improving
quality of life.
Guiding principles for the plan
include collaboration, transparency,
agility and respect. Denbak said the
word “respect” came up again and
again in her discussions with local
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people about the tourism strategy.
“People here respect the
environment and want visitors who
will do the same. You also want
visitors to respect your community
values and community sense of
place,” she said.
Using Destination BC’s traveller
profiles, Denbak has identified that
the region’s main target markets
would be “authentic experiencers”
and “cultural explorers.” Both of
these traveller types enjoy nature
and scenery, relaxing, touring and
driving, and general sightseeing.
She said our markets would be from
BC and Alberta, as well as from
further away.
People at the Silverton meeting
suggested that ecotourists would
also be a target market for our
region, as would people seeking
health and wellness retreats.

Waneta Plaza
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The City of Christmas

Extended Holiday Shopping
Hours to December 23
Monday to Friday 9:30 to 9:00
Saturday and Sunday 9:30 to 5:30

Santa is here until December 23
Thursday & Friday
11 am to 4 pm
Saturday and Sunday
1 to 6 pm
Digital photos with Santa
One 4 x 6 $8
Four 4 x 6 $25
One USB – 6 photos or more $25
See us at
wanetaplaza.com or
Call for information
250-368-5202

