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100% Independently & Locally Owned

by Jan McMurray
The Sinixt (Arrow Lakes) people 

gained some ground on November 16 
when the RDCK board voted to write 
the federal government, asking them to 
reconsider the declaration that the Sinixt 
are extinct.

“This is yet another historic day for 
all Sinixt people … where, for the first 
time since 1956, a government in Canada 
has formally recognized the existence 
of the Arrow Lakes people and our 
traditional territory,” says Dr. Michael 
Marchand, chairman of the Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation, in a 
press release. 

Shelly Boyd, Arrow Lakes 
Facilitator for the Colville Confederated 
Tribes, and Melissa Dory, caretaker at 
the Vallican house owned by the CCT, 
were in attendance at the RDCK board 
meeting. “I can’t put into words how I 
felt,” Boyd said in an interview after the 
meeting. “It was unexpected, amazing, 
and beautiful! It’s a moment I’m going 
to remember my whole life.”

Boyd added that it’s also difficult 
to explain what it’s like to grow up 
knowing that your people have been 
officially declared extinct. “When 
you’re told, ‘you’re nothing,’ it’s just not 
comprehendable,” she said.

RDCK Area K (Arrow Lakes) 
Director Paul Peterson made the historic 
motion at the November 16 board 
meeting, when the Westbank First 
Nation’s proposal to add their Fauquier 
property to their reserve lands came up 
on the agenda. The federal government 
first asked the RDCK for a letter of 
support for the Westbank proposal 
in July. The RDCK board asked for 
a public meeting on the issue before 
deciding whether or not to provide the 
letter of support. The Westbank made 
a presentation at the Fauquier Hall on 
October 4.

“It’s been made abundantly clear 
to me by the federal government that 
the process to convert the fee simple 
property, given to the Westbank First 
Nation by the provincial government, 

to reservation status doesn’t need our 
approval – and yet they have come to us 
for a second time for a letter of support,” 
Peterson said. “First Nations in BC 
have endured the greatest of atrocities 
at the hands of government and settlers. 
They have suffered biological germ 
genocide, hanging, and just plain murder 
to the point where their population was 
decimated. With the Sinixt, they went 
one step further and added insult to injury 
by declaring all 3,500 of them extinct. 
If we show support for this transfer [of 
property], we are part of this tragedy and 
I cannot be a part of it.”

Peterson’s historic motion 
reads: “That the RDCK send a letter 
to Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 
Development Canada with a copy to 
the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure requesting the federal 
government suspend granting reservation 
status to First Nation communities 
within the traditional territory of the 
Lakes People/ Sinixt; and further, that 
the federal government look into the 
possibility that the declaration that the 
3,500 Sinixt people are extinct was 
indeed an error, and that being the case, 
to start the process to establish what lands 
are actually Sinixt traditional territory.”

Director Jessica Lunn, mayor of 
Slocan, seconded the motion.

Director Leah Main (Silverton) 
spoke in support of the motion. 
“Recognizing that we don’t have any 
legal standing in this process, I think it’s 
important and commendable that we 
are willing to step forward and say what 
our position is, as we’re meeting on the 
traditional territory of the Sinixt.”

Director Walter Popoff (Slocan 
Valley) also spoke in favour of the 
motion, mentioning the pictographs 
in the Slocan Valley. “Being declared 
extinct is not a very good thing by 
any government to any person or First 
Nations people,” he said.

Director White (mayor of Salmo) 
showed his support, as well. “I hope 
there is no one at this table who would 
not agree that the decision that a group 

of people are extinct was in error,” he 
said, adding that he felt it was reasonable 
to ask the federal government to sort 
that issue out before granting any more 
land claims.

Director Cunningham (Area G 
Rural Salmo) also spoke in favour. 
“You can’t settle a land claim if you 
don’t exist,” he said. “It’s obvious they 
do exist. Other people would prefer that 
they don’t exist because then there’s less 
people at the table over the lands issue.”

Chair Hamling agreed the board 
should ask the federal government for 
the recognition of the Sinixt people, but 
was concerned about “how this will be 
perceived [by the Westbank First Nation] 
if we turn this down.” Hamling told the 
board that the WFN owns the Fauquier 
property and is only asking for approval 
of reserve status for the property. “The 
property is not being taken away from 
anyone,” she said.

Director Binks (Rural Creston), the 
only director to vote against the motion, 
pointed out that there were two separate 
issues in the motion – “the tragedy of the 
nation being considered extinct” and the 
question of “whose traditional lands are 
they?” He said he didn’t want anyone to 
think he was against asking the federal 
government to recognize the Sinixt, but 
“I am opposed to meddling in treaty 
negotiations. When so many nations are 
involved, the board should support all of 
them, not just one of them.” Binks also 
said the First Nations need to sit down 
together and come to agreement on the 
lands issue.

Director Peterson responded that 
CCT Chairman Michael Marchand 
has written twice to both levels of 
government and the Westbank to ask 
for a meeting, but hasn’t had a reply. 
Peterson added that the WFN are “very 
honourable people,” and he has told 
them they are very welcome on fee 
simple land in Fauquier. However, he 
is opposed to granting reserve lands in 
Sinixt traditional territory to any First 
Nation until the Sinixt Nation and their 
territory are recognized.

“We hope that Westbank and 
other governments will now follow 
the lead of the Regional District and 
reach out to us to begin a dialogue,” 
Chairman Marchand said. “While we 
are disappointed at the lack of a response 
to date, we remain hopeful that legal 
proceedings can be avoided, and a more 
traditional and effective approach can be 
followed to resolve any differences we 
may have.” 

The division in the Sinixt 
community has also resurfaced. Lou 
Stone, supporter of former Sinixt 
spokesperson Marilyn James, issued a 

statement in response to the CCT press 
release celebrating the RDCK resolution. 
He says the Sinixt people are “an 
Indigenous peoples seeking autonomy 
from colonized terrorism in Canada and 
from the Colville Business Council for 
the Colville Confederated Tribes.” In 
October 2014, Marilyn James resigned 
as Sinixt spokesperson and severed her 
relationship with Robert Watt, appointed 
caretaker of the Sinixt Nation cultural 
sites in the Slocan Valley. At that time, 
she made it clear that Watt’s association 
with the CCT was “at the crux of the 
division.”

RDCK board asks federal government to reconsider extinction status for Sinixt

About 350 people attended the November 18 ‘Glitter Gangsters’ Nakusp Art Party at the Old Firehall. 
The new tipi rainbow lounge and Kate Tupper’s interactive sculpture, ‘Heavenly Bodies’ were two of 
the many funky features at this event. Pictured here are some of the organizers: Ali Raskob, Jackie 

Phillipson, Dustin Raskob (top) and Kish Pedersen, Christa Rebman, and Robin Hildebrand (bottom). 
Other organizers not in the picture are Kate Tupper, Cory Phillipson and Debra Rushfeldt. 

PHOTO CREDIT: TASHA HALL
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Curbside Recycling
 
• The Village of Nakusp 
has blue/clear bag 
recycling services every 
second Thursday;  

• Items must be placed 
inside a blue/clear bag & 
set out for collection on 
the Avenue adjacent to the 
residence, no earlier than 7 
am, but ready for pick up 
at 9 am;

• Blue bags are available for 
purchase at most Nakusp 
retail stores;

• Village website has more 
information regarding 
acceptable items;

• At this time, glass is not 
accepted curbside, but has 
its own separate bin by the 
Village Office.  A trailer is 
also available next to the 
glass bin for the collection 
of donated returnable 
bottles.

The next dates for pick-up 
are:
                                                             
November 23rd

                                                              
December 7th & 21st

 
Volumes for 2017 so far = 
34,510 KG

2018 Pick-up Schedule
January 4 & 18  
February 1 & 15
March 1, 15 & 29

April 12 & 26
May 10 & 24
June 7 & 21
July 5 & 19

August 2, 16 & 30
September 13 & 27

October 11 & 25
November 8 & 22
December 6 & 20

Village 
of 

Kaslo

Curbside Recycling
 
• There are two streams of 
recycling collection services 
in Kaslo.  One is for residents 
only (Tuesdays, Recycle BC 
Curbside) and the other is 
for Institutional/ Commercial 
entities  (RDCK Recycling 
Depot);

• Curbside recycling is biweek-
ly except during the summer 
season, when frequency is 
weekly June through August;

• Blue bags are available for 
purchase at most Kaslo retail 
stores;

• Village website has more 
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g 
acceptable items;

• While delivered by the Village, 

curbside recycling is not a 
municipal service.  Neither the 
Village or its contractor set the 
parameters of the program.

No sorting is required for re-
cyclables that are permitted in 
the curbside collection. 

For more details on what's in 
and out on curbside, visit this 
page.

• At this time, glass is not ac-
cepted curbside. Glass bin in 
Public Works Yard; all other 
recyclables to RDCK depot.

Village collection of recycla-
bles in 2017 so far is 27,120 
kg.

2017/18 Pick-up Schedule
December 12 & 26, 2017

January 2, 16 & 30
February 13 & 27

March 13 & 27
April 10 & 24
May 8 & 22

June 5, 12, 19 & 26
July 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
August 7, 14, 21 & 28
September 11 & 25

October 9 & 23
November 6 & 20
December 4 & 18
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Christmas Specials

318 Broadway St.  Nakusp, BC  250-265-3288
Guest 
House

by Art Joyce
The Liberal government has 

released its draft legislation for 
Bill C-45, known in shorthand as 
the ‘Cannabis Act’ for legalizing 
marijuana. And according to 
Kootenay Outdoor Producers Co-
operative co-founder Todd Veri, it’s 
better than just good news for small 
producers – it’s everything they’d 
hoped for. 

“Our big concern was that they 
wouldn’t allow outdoor growing or 
that they’d make life impossible for 
the co-operative model,” says Veri. 
“Based on the report the government 
put together last year, we believed 
the government was going to go in 
the right direction but might need a 
nudge from us. It seems they took 
into account our documentation – we 
had five or six points we wanted to 
address and they addressed them all 
in the draft legislation.”

Among the points addressed 
in the draft legislation are security 
issues, which under the previous 
Conservative government were so 
stringent, the expense would rule 
out all but the largest corporate 
producers. Those regulations would 
have required government approved 
security personnel to be present at 
all times in cannabis storage vaults 
and processing areas. According to 
Veri, the Conservatives also wanted 
security cameras in every room, 
with the capacity for government 
monitoring. The estimated security 
costs were said to be in the range of 
$1 million per facility. 

Now, the Cannabis Act states: 
“Considering the lower risk of theft of 
whole plants compared to processed 
material… visual monitoring of the 
perimeter and points of entry are 
considered to be sufficient mitigation 
against the risk of theft.” These 
exterior cameras would be required 
to keep recordings for one year. 

Cultivation fields will also 
have to have fencing as a barrier 
to unauthorized entry, plus security 

alarms. 
Licensed Producers (LPs) must 

submit a security plan as part of their 
licence application. But according 
to Veri, the application will be 
considerably simplified from what 
was originally proposed.

The new Act only requires that 
one person with security clearance be 
on site at all times, not in every room. 
“Access to areas where cannabis 
is present must be restricted to 
persons whose presence in those 
areas is required by their work 
responsibilities,” and the identity 
of every person entering or exiting 
storage facilities must be recorded.

The intent, according to the 
Act, is to “mitigate against the risk 
that individuals associated with 
organized crime infiltrate licensed 
organizations.” 

A related personnel issue – 
and one that marijuana advocate 
Marc Emery as well as MP Richard 
Cannings spoke out against – is that 
current laws are still criminalizing 
those arrested for simple possession. 
This also would have prevented 
any such person from working in 
cultivation or processing facilities. It 
appears this requirement too will be 
eliminated, barring only those with 
convictions for violent crimes.

“We’ve had really good support 
from both our federal MPs, Stetski 
and Cannings,” says Veri. “We think 
they were quite helpful or influential 
in the way it’s gone.” 

But even more of a relief to 
fledgling operations such as Veri’s is 
the fact that under the new legislation, 
outdoor cultivation will be fully legal 
for licensees. “It is proposed that 
the regulations would permit both 
outdoor and indoor cultivation of 
cannabis (under all four classes 
of cultivation licence: standard 
cultivation, micro-cultivation, 
nursery and industrial hemp),” states 
the Cannabis Act. Veri says that 
the cost of indoor cultivation – 
electrical consumption, ventilation, 

and equipment – is likely to be 
substantially higher than for outdoor 
operations. 

“In the current regulations, in the 
medical act, you can only buy your 
seed or root stock from a licensed 
producer,” Veri says. “The problem 
is, that doesn’t allow any outdoor 
stock. It looks like they’re not going 
to ask any questions about where 
the seeds are coming from. So that 
way we can really mine the local 
seed stock for material for a good 
mountain grown crop. We’ve had 
growers here since 1974 so we’ve 
developed strains that really work in 
the Kootenays.”

Veri says he foresees the 
Kootenays becoming to marijuana 
cultivation and marketing what 
the Okanagan has become to the 
wine industry. The co-op and other 
growers have met with MLA Michelle 
Mungall, who is interested in the 
potential for cannabis cultivation in 
agricultural tourism. The provincial 
government is required to draft its 
own regulations for distribution, 
as cultivators will be required to 
sell through provincially licensed 
outlets, not directly to the public. Veri 
points to the provincial government’s 
strong support over the years for the 
Okanagan wine industry, including 
the establishment of the gold standard 
VQA (Vintners Quality Alliance) 
designation for BC wines. 

“They spent  mil l ions  on 
production and promotion, so now 
it’s our turn. We’re hoping to have 
seed in the ground next year. Our 
goal is to have license number 001.”

Federal government releases 
draft cannabis legislation

Gladys Cook turned 100 years old on November 21! Joan Law hosted the party, and her home 
quickly filled up with Gladys’ friends, who came to wish her a wonderful day. Among the guests 
were Xari (8 years old) and Ria (10 years old), who gave Gladys much pleasure in their playing 
of the Happy Birthday song on the piano. Born in Regina, Gladys moved to New Denver in the 

1970s. She continues to live in her own home. 
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SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6 
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212 • FAX: 250-226-7351

submitted
The Vallican Whole Community 

Choir presents its sixth winter 
Seasonal Sing-along and Concert on 
December 17 at the Vallican Whole 
in Passmore. 

“The choir has allowed me 
to sing out which is spiritually 
and emotionally delightful,” said 
founding member Marcia Braundy. 
“Singing out is good for everybody 
and this performance brings the 
whole community together; when 
you see each other on the street again 
you feel a partnership.”

This year, the 18 members will 

perform songs with an international, 
traditional and solstice sound. 
Directed by Sharon Lang, the 
choristers will sing pieces ranging 
from those with a simple tune to 
six-part harmonies. Doukhobor 
friends will join the Vallican Whole 
Community choir for Silent Night in 
both Russian and English. Audience 
members can fill the Whole with 
sound by joining in the sing-along. 

Guests rapper Ice Woods and 
his gang will perform and Haya 
Maor will light the sixth candle of 
Hanukah.

Another founding member and 
choir archivist, Val Mayes, says “I 
love it because singing together with 
other people gives you a sound you 
can’t get on your own, just singing 
by yourself. The choir embraces 
all the different faiths and options 
and beliefs around here. I’m proud 
of us that we do this, that we’re so 
inclusive.” 

Doors open at 3 p.m; admission 
is by donation. The Vallican Whole 
building is at 3762 Little Slocan 
South Road.

Val Koenig honoured with Senate Medal

Vallican Whole Community Choir 
presents its sixth winter Seasonal 
Sing-along and Concert

by Jan McMurray
Congratulations to Val Koenig, 

who was presented with the Senate 
150th Commemorative Medal 
by Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat 
on November 23 at the Chamber 
Holiday Mixer at Buddy’s Front 
Street Pizza.

Mayor Hewat nominated 
Koenig after receiving a letter 
from Senator Nancy Greene Raine, 
calling for nominations. Senator 
Raine’s letter explained that she 
had 12 medals to present to citizens 
in the Thompson-Okanagan-
Kootenay who have contributed 
significantly to community 
through the development of 
recreational opportunities. 

“It only took me a few moments 
to come up with a name,” Mayor 
Hewat said.

Mayor Hewat called the 
senator on a Saturday evening, 
expecting to leave a message, 
and was very surprised when 
the senator answered the phone. 
Apparently, she was on a golf 
course and was happy to accept 
the nomination.

Mayor Hewat said she was 
“pleased and honoured to present 
the senate medal to Val Koenig.”

Koenig is the key Kaslo 
Trailblazer behind the Kaslo 
River Trail and its two signature 
red bridges.

Val accepted the award on 
behalf of the Trailblazers and all 

the volunteers who have worked 
on the trail. “A project like this 
wouldn’t happen without a ton of 
volunteers,” he said. “Thank you to 
the Trailblazers executive, several 
who have been with me since day 
one – Stu Heard, Tom Duchastel, 
and Gerald Garnett. There have 
been 208 volunteers since 2005 
working on the trail, and 9,195 

hours of actual trail work. If 
you count in the administration 
work, grant applications, permit 
applications, etc, that number 
would easily double.”

Val said he was out on the 
trail on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday that week, and met 
people from Calgary, Calfiornia, 
Nelson, and Kaslo.

Val Koenig was presented with the Senate 150th Commemorative Medal by Kaslo Mayor 
Suzan Hewat on November 23.

submitted
Area H director Walter Popoff 

met with Ministry of Municipal 

Affairs and Housing Selina Robinson 
at the September UBCM conference 
to ask for the Province’s support 

for regional district water systems. 
He received a letter from Robinson 
which “is not the news I expected, 
but at the least the Minister is aware 
that water is important to rural areas 
and we need Provincial support 
to provide potable water to our 
residents.”

The minister’s letter said, in 
part, “I also share your concern that 
small water improvement districts 
may lack the capacity, both in 
terms of personnel and finances, 
to meet challenges posed by aging 
infrastructure and modern drinking 
water standards.”

She acknowledged the RDCK’s 
inability to support improvement 
district conversions in part because 
of “a lack of funding to aid the 
transition of services to the regional 
district.”

Robinson then suggested a 
number of grants the district could 
apply for, and encouraged RDCK 
directors and staff to work with the 
Ministry to explore the issues and 
challenges.

Minister offers to work with RDCK on water systems

Area H director Walter Popoff met with Selina Robinson, Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, in September. Although he didn’t get the support he asked for, he noted wryly that 

“The bright side of the meeting is a picture with a Minister that is not towering over me.”
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Our new denver location is here to stay.  We’ve been here 
nearly three years and have recently extended our hours 

to help serve the community better.  We are regularly 
welcoming new patients from the community.

COMMITTED TO THE COMMUNITY
Phone: 250-358- 2500

309 6th Avenue, New Denver

New Denver & 
Kaslo Community 

Pharmacy
DID YOU KNOW...

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

TREE “LIGHT-UP” SUNDAY DECEMBER 3, 2017
6 PM AT THE WELLNESS CENTRE IN SLOCAN

COME & HANG YOUR OWN HOMEMADE ORNAMENTS
ENJOY THE CAROLLING... COOKIES AND HOT CHOCOLATE

LETTERS TO SANTA ADDRESSED
TO: SANTA

NORTH POLE
HOH OHO

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

by Jan McMurray
About 35 people came out 

to Silverton Hall on November 
15 to hear what a team of six 
Kaslovians thought about New 
Denver-Silverton when they visited 
the two communities as ‘secret 
shoppers’ on Friday, October 13.

Randy Morse, communications 
director for the BC Rural Centre and 
Kaslo resident, presented the results 
of the Kaslo team’s impressions. He 
explained that the First Impressions 
program “is based on the assumption 
that regular people from small 
towns are probably better observers 
about what is right and wrong 
about small towns than expensive 
consultants are.” The program first 
started in the 1990s at the University 
of Wisconsin.

The Kaslo team members 
came to New Denver-Silverton 

armed with a 56-page binder full 
of questions to guide them through 
their assessment of the two towns.

Overall, the feedback from 
the Kaslo team was very positive. 
They said the drive in from Kaslo 
is “spectacular” and the towns are 
both tidy, well kept, quaint, serene 
and have stunning mountain views. 
There are lots of lovely, well cared 
for homes, lovely landscaping, and 
the towns felt friendly and safe. 

The team was surprised by how 
many services and facilities were 
available in such small towns – 
the school, health centre, helipad, 
dentist’s office, Arrow & Slocan 
Lakes Community Services, youth 
centre, hospice, and nursery school. 

They found the downtown to be 
charming, with a surprising variety 
and quality of shopping options in 
beautiful historic storefronts and 

in spectacular settings. The people 
were very friendly, courteous, 
happy to help, knowledgeable 
about their towns, and proud of 
their communities. The Kaslovians 
were impressed with the excellent 
grocery stores and great coffee 
shops.

They were also impressed 
with the hiking and walking trails, 
parks and campgrounds, and were 
“knocked out” by the Kohan 
Gardens and the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre. They also 
remarked on the Garlic Festival, 
Valhalla Summer School of Music, 
Slocan Lake, and Valhalla Park as 
terrific attractions for tourists. The 
team observed that the two towns 
are clearly dependent on tourism.

On  the  down  s ide ,  t he 
Kaslovians noted not much activity 
in either towns, a lack of vibrancy, 

First Impressions: New Denver-Silverton hears from Kaslo ‘secret shoppers’
several ‘closed for the season’ signs 
on storefronts, and some derelict 
buildings on the main streets. They 
noted a shortage of restaurants, 
and early closing times for the few 
restaurants they found. The Visitor 
Centre was closed for the season, 
and our Kaslo visitors felt it was 
difficult to find tourist literature in 
any of the stores. 

They felt there was not enough 
signage, and specifically mentioned 
the lack of directional signage to 
the public washroom at the foot 
of the main street. They also felt 
that a ‘Welcome to Historic New 
Denver’ sign would be helpful at 
the junction of Hwys 6 and 31A; it 
wasn’t clear to them that they had 
arrived in New Denver when they 
got to the intersection. They noticed 
signage to Nakusp and to Nelson, 
but nothing for New Denver.

There was l i t t le  sign of 
entertainment geared toward 
young people. “The communities 
seem largely the domain of retired 
people,” Morse said.

Challenges faced by the two 
towns according to the Kaslo team 
included isolation, dwindling 
populations, older demographics, 
no year-round economy, an apparent 
lack of rental accommodation and 
affordable housing, a lack of true 
high-speed internet (fibreoptic), 
and no strategic rallying cry for 
either town.

Suggested opportunities were to 
lengthen the tourist season, extend 
business hours, create a brand, 
team up with Kaslo to create a joint 
economic, arts and culture plan, 
link New Denver and Silverton via 
a walking trail, and install branded 
signage.

Morse gave the BC Rural 
Centre’s four favourite potential 
projects for New Denver-Silverton, 
from small to humungous. The small 
project is to create ‘Welcome to 
Downtown’ signage. The medium 
project is to decide what makes each 
town unique. The large project is to 
bring in high-speed internet with 
the assistance of the Kaslo infoNet 
Society. The humungous project is 
to work with Kaslo to turn Hwy 31A 
into “the communicultural corridor 
of the Kootenays,” with fibreoptic 
internet and small accommodations 
along the backcountry trails between 
Kaslo and New Denver.

Morse also shared the list of 13 
things a community needs to attract 
young people, according to research 
done by the BC Rural Centre. In 
order of importance, these are: an 
active cultural scene, fibreoptics, 
entrepreneurial culture, restaurants 
and bars, breweries and distilleries, 
co-working spaces, public spaces, 
innovative housing, retailers, great 
schools, lively downtown core, local 
public markets, good jobs.

A lively discussion followed, 
mostly centred on high speed 
internet.

This BC Rural Centre project 
was done in collaboration with the 
Slocan District and Kaslo and Area 
Chambers of Commerce. Anyone 
interested in further discussion is 
asked to email chamber@slocanlake.
com. 

submitted
The Village of Slocan is the 

fifth community in Canada, and the 
first in the Kootenays, to commit 
to transitioning from fossil fuels to 
renewable energy by mid-century, 
specifically in heating/cooling, 
transportation and electricity. Slocan 
joins Victoria, Vancouver, Saanich, 
and Oxford County (Ontario) in 
providing the leadership needed 
to make critical changes to energy 
systems. 

Fiona Galbraith from the West 
Kootenay EcoSociety presented at 
the Village council meeting Monday 
night and made it clear that political 
will is the only hurdle to such a 
transition. 

“Our  loca l ly  deve loped 
energy model describes one of 

Slocan first community to commit to ‘100% Renewable Kootenays’ 
the many scenarios possible for 
our communities to transition to 
renewables,” she said. “We have 
the technology and know-how 
to make this commitment and 
the EcoSociety has the resources 
to work with your community 
to support the development of a 
customized strategy and plan.”

The same night ,  Mayor 
Jessica Lunn reached out to let the 
WKES know that the village will 
enthusiastically participate.

“I’m so thrilled that Slocan 
Council  has committed,  by 
resolution, to work towards a 
100 per cent renewable future 
– something that I am confident 
that our village can achieve –and 
I look forward to working with 
the EcoSociety to achieve a 100% 

Renewable Kootenays!” 
In the last year, approximately 

4,000 residents of the West 
Kootenays have signed the 100% 
Renewable Kootenays petition 
and more than 45 businesses have 
endorsed the goal. Funding has been 
provided by several organizations 
including the Regional District 
of Central Kootenays, Vancouver 
Foundation, Patagonia, the Real 
Estate Foundation of BC, Lush 
Cosmetics and MEC. The WKES 
was interested to learn that 50 per 
cent of Canada’s greenhouse gas 
emissions fall under the policy 
purview of municipalities, and 
thus the initiative became the main 
strategy for the organization’s 
u p c o m i n g  a d v o c a c y  a n d 
coordination work. 

submitted
The Slocan Lake Gallery Society 

held its AGM on November 5. The 
minutes of last year’s AGM, the 
treasurer’s report and president’s 
report were read and accepted.

Highlights of the president’s 
report included concerts and 
activities that the society sponsored 
or co-sponsored last year including 
the Alejandro Ziegler Tango Quartet, 
Alpha Yaya Diallo, Art Walk, BC 
Loggers Songs and Stories, Spring 
Break Fine Arts Camp for Youth, two 
seasonal coffee houses and several 
live music CD launch parties as well 
as several visual art workshops. 

Following the reports a brief 
Q & A was held, and the audience 
was brought up to speed about the 
current state of the Silverton Gallery. 
Several infrastructure tasks must be 
addressed to bring the building up to 
fire code before the building will be 
available for pubic use. This work is 
currently underway.

The gallery society is working 
in full cooperation with the Village 
of Silverton, the building’s owners, 
to expedite the work with the goal 
of opening the facility as soon as 
possible. 

The next, and all-important 
AGM business, was the election 

of officers. New president Birgit 
Schinke has great organizational 
skills and this is her second term on 
the board.

Past president Penelope Stuart 
will continue as vice-president. A 
newcomer to the board is treasurer 
Irene Whitfield, who brings years 
of experience as a career music 
teacher and member of the Kamloops 
Symphony Orchestra. Lora-Lee 
Brekke stepped down as treasurer but 
will continue as a director-at-large, as 
will Rebecca Laity.

The other incumbent executive 
role is Carla Nemiroff as secretary. 
Nonie Jackson continues as volunteer 
coordinator and Fran Wallis is 
membership coordinator and will 
share PR duties with incumbent 
Andrea Saba. 

Also new to the board this year 
is Michael Dorsey, a long-time 
supporter of the society, talented 
resource person and former board 
member.

This year ahead promises to 
be exciting and many ideas are 
percolating for future events, 
exhibitions and workshops, once 
the gallery is open. 

Following the AGM adjournment 
a board retreat at Halycon Hot 
Springs on December 1 was 

confirmed. The purpose is to visit the 
society’s governance procedures and 
adherence to by-laws and to establish 
a better functioning committee 
structure. For newcomers, this is 
an opportunity to become better 
acquainted with one another and 
their various roles and to vision the 
potential future of the society.

Any society member is welcome 
to join a committee and become 
involved in co-creating a vibrant 
cultural community without being on 
the board of directors. Please inquire. 

Anyone who missed the AGM 
can join the society or renew a 
membership by contacting Wallis at 
silvertongallery@gmail.com or visit 
the membership table at the Songs 
for a Winter Night event, December 
18 at the Silverton Memorial Hall. 

Slocan Lake Gallery Society AGM results
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Site C is not a 
sight I’d like to see

I have been cited as saying that Site 
C is not a sight that I would like to see, 
and clearly the sight I see now, at the site 
of Site C is truly unsightly, but carrying 
on with Site C while improving the 
sight at the dam site will look a damn 
sight worse for the 83-kilometre verdant 
valley upstream from Site C’s current 
location, so, I’m hoping to see some real 
foresight from the NDP.

Let’s hope Michelle Mungall is 
a more dedicated environmentalist 
than Andrew Weaver, who has already 
approved the project twice. We can’t 
keep trading off our ‘Beautiful British 
Columbia’ for a bit of short-term work.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Congratulations, 
Valley Voice!

As a small business and one of the 
last surviving independent newspapers, 
I congratulate the Valley Voice and their 
dedicated journalists for 25 years of 
reporting the triumphs and tragedies of 
our valleys. From Bonnie and Katrine to 
Dan and Jan, your devotion to bringing 
us the news of our communities is 
commendable. Giving a voice to the 
ordinary person allows us to participate 
and air out our grievances and our 
blessings.

I remember Dan passing me in a car 
on the Trans-Canada Highway during 
my Water Walk, screeching to a halt and 
running to embrace me. It was a tender 
moment meeting a brother from my 
village. I remember Jan working past 
midnight at the office, calling the police 
to make sure we were safe while under 
‘death threats’ trying to save Glacier 
Creek from a power project.

These are some of the memories that 
I carry for the Valley Voice and for Dan 
and Jan personally for their empathy and 
dedication to so many causes.

You have made this valley a better, 
healthier and happier place to live. You 
make us proud.

Eloise Charet
Bear Clan

Net metering 
and distributed 
generation

Site C makes no economic sense, but 
are you also wondering if net metering 
and distributed generation makes no 
economic sense? In a recent Order on 
Self-Generation Policy for FortisBC, 

Assumptions, Wheeling Costs, pp 7-8). 
As the BCUC panel found in its Self-
Generation Order to FortisBC in 
2016: “It may well be that the most 
cost effective generation to meet this 
shortage is self-generation, which could 
be a benefit, in the long term, to all 
ratepayers” (G-27-16, Giving a value 
to a cost effective energy alternative, 
pp 18-19).

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

No satisfaction 
from BCTS

BC Timber Sales is entitled to and 
reserves the right to ignore you.

With the increase and total obscene 
trashing of our watersheds here in Grand 
Forks, I wrote a letter to the woodlands 
manager about the projected logging 
of the Hornet Creek watershed, a small 
creek that disappears in the height of 
summer, but that is depended upon by 
several households. The area is unstable; 
the main road just past the Forest Service 
road started sloughing off in March, 
down towards the river and the service 
roads continually and dramatically wash 
out over the seasons. I wrote a registered 
letter, requesting a geotechnical report 
–narry an answer. I wrote a second 
letter – narry an answer. Neither did the 
Regional District bother to reply to my 
letter to them.

How really can the public deal 
with this kind of ignorance? Here, 
with BCTS, you have to make an 
appointment, because they are SO busy, 
and then they make sure to outnumber 
you in the meeting. Very intimidating. 
Then you have the local paper in my 
area writing deprecating articles about 
projects like the Yellowstone to Yukon 
connector…

Back to BCTS, whose principal 
mission is supposed to be the public 
interest. No such thing. And the final 
insult is the sky high piles of young 
healthy trees that were in the way, set 
to be burned. Nobody responsible in 
the end.

Angelica Herlihy
Grand Forks

Insights into the 
future of Kaslo

I was at the “First Impressions” 
Open House at The Langham in Kaslo 
on November 16th. The attendance was 
shoulder to shoulder. The focus was a 
constructive critique (good & bad) of 
the Village of Kaslo through the eyes 
of citizens from New Denver-Silverton.

The depth of the input into the 

subject matter was impressive and the 
presentation was a first-class slideshow 
with thoughtful commentary from 
Randy Morse. 

I believe that much can be gained 
from this type of collaboration. The 
resulting candid feedback is valuable 
because those who attended live and 
work in our area.  Once again, I was 
reminded how fortunate Louise and I 
are to be residents (and taxpayers and 
voters) of Kaslo. 

The evening before, we were 
told that an equally well attended and 
excellent presentation was given in 
Silverton to share the constructive 
critique of New Denver-Silverton 
through the eyes of citizens from Kaslo. 
I was told that members of council from 
our neighbouring villages attended the 
Silverton presentation.

I was shocked and disappointed by 
the absence of all members of council 
from the Village of Kaslo at the Langham 
presentation. 

Charles De Pape
Kaslo

A seat at the table 
The 1964 Columbia River Treaty 

set forth rules and obligations around 
hydropower and flood control in the 
Columbia River Basin. The treaty 
protects downstream communities from 
flooding, and the generated hydropower 
provides over 40% of total hydroelectric 
generation in the US and 44% of all 
electricity produced in British Columbia.

The major treaty drawback for BC 
was that many communities, including 
indigenous villages, were submerged as 
four new dams were built. This flooding 
displaced more than 2,000 people, 
destroying hundreds of farms and local 
agriculture. 

The water fluctuation as a result of 
the dams causes serious bank erosion, 
resulting in ongoing ecosystem damage 
and collapse of many fish stocks. Fish 
passage was not enacted, effectively 
removing salmon and steelhead from 

the BC Utilities Commission listed the 
following attributes for home-based 
and local power production: electricity 
self-sufficiency, reduced greenhouse 
gas emissions; a reduction in the need 
for utility-provided network capacity; 
deferred or permanent reduction in the 
need for utility-provided generation, 
transmission, and distribution capacity; 
reduced transmission losses; reduced 
environment impacts; improved 
reliability; avoided or deferred 
investments, and “relieve transmission 
congestion.”

In the recent Long Term Energy 
Resource Plan and Long Term Demand 
Side Management Plan hearing, 
upon cross examination, Fortis BC 
acknowledged that transmission line 
losses cost it anywhere from $1.50 to 
$4 per MWh. It further acknowledged 
in Appendix J of its application that: 
“Wheeling costs within BC are based on 
the BC Hydro Open Access Transmission 
Tariff (OATT), effective April 1, 2016. 
This equates to $8.85 per MWh for 
wheeling costs and 6.28 percent for line 
losses, assuming hourly rates.

 “...For FBC market imports from 
the Mid-C market hub, FBC has assumed 
the cost for this transmission is based on 
the Bonneville Power Administration 
(BPA) transmission and loss rates, 
effective October 1, 2015, escalated 
based on inflation. These equate to about 
$7.50 per MWh for wheeling costs and 3 
percent for line losses.” (B-1, Financial 
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Continued from page 6
upstream reaches and destroying the 
way of life of Native American and 
First Nations people. Neither affected 
communities nor indigenous people 
were asked for input. 

Since that time, Indigenous peoples 
along with other members of river 
communities have looked forward to 
the time when a modernized treaty 
could be negotiated – a treaty that 
would consider environmental or 
ecosystem function of the river. On 
both sides of the border, the 15 tribes 
and 9 First Nations with homelands in 
the Columbia River Basin have taken 
the lead, investing vast amounts of time, 
energy, and resources into creating ways 
for this to happen. They have planned 
for fish return through creating fisheries, 
studying fish best suited to current river 
conditions, testing alternative strategies 
for fish passage, and educating the 
public about fish return. They have 
shared sacred ceremonies with the 
public and inspired river communities 
through river journeys in newly built 
traditional canoes. They have produced 
documentary films (Treaty Talks, United 
by Water), participated in conferences, 
and conducted public meetings to bring 
a united voice in speaking for a healthy 
river ecosystem. 

As the US and Canada begin 
negotiations for a modernized treaty, 
I urge all involved and the public to 
demand that the tribes and First Nations, 
as stakeholders, be given a seat at the 
table. Their united voice is the best 
hope for bringing an ecosystem arm to 
the treaty and to ensure stewardship of 
the river.

Denise Dufault (Slocan), 
Candace Holt, Mindy Smith
The Roundtable on the CRT

Please write your 
MLA re: Site C

I’ve thought long and hard about 
the Site C dam, and have come to the 
conclusion that, unless there’s some 
hidden agenda behind the dam being 
built which the public is unaware of, it 
comes down to a poisonous legacy left 
to the NDP by the Liberals.

Setting aside for a moment the 
question of the rather expensive power 
it will generate, the debt generated by 
this dam will have a crippling long-
term effect. As we know, the Liberal 
government essentially looted both 
BC Hydro and ICBC by keep rates 
artificially low, by using ‘creative’ 
accounting schemes, and by (in the case 
of BC Hydro) actually paying dividends. 
Money from these Crown corporations 
was transferred into general revenue 
and the debt generated by BC Hydro 
has been pushed into the future. I’m 
especially thinking of the IPP contracts 
and the NorthWest transmission line.

The NDP will be in the unenviable 
position of explaining to ratepayers why, 
BC Hydro already being hugely in debt, 
they have decided to take on additional 
huge debt by continuing the Site C dam 
project. The Site C project cannot be 
justified except by magical thinking.

And the magical thinking is that 

LNG has a future in BC. It doesn’t. 
Without massive government subsidies, 
BC LNG cannot possibly make a profit 
on the world market. And yet we see 
the NDP apparently strung out behind 
this illusion that LNG will solve our 
problems of sources for governmental 
revenue as well as providing jobs.

The answer to this dilemma is right 
in front of you, but to see it, the NDP must 
turn away from the Liberal paradigm of 
supporting the sunset industries of gas 
and oil to provide what they felt we 
needed. We need decentralization of the 
power grid, not another mega dam. We 
need to get serious about climate change, 
not support huge new sources of CO2 
pollution, such as the Site C dam itself, 
fracking, and LNG.

The answer is supporting alternative 
energy sources, taking the BC Hydro 
hold off of the Peace, so agricultural 
development can happen without the 
fear of being flooded out, and honour 
all the lip service which has been paid 
to Aboriginal treaty rights. And support 
small businesses, which are the real 
driver of the BC economy, not the Kinder 
Morgans of the world.

The present government has to come 
up with the courage to do the right thing, 
not simply halting the Site C project, but 
adopting a plausible vision of the future 
which includes us all. If they don’t, they 
will be remembered as the party that 
couldn’t.

Harvey Armstrong
Johnson’s Landing

What might climate 
accountability look 
like? 

The climate movement and 
international climate negotiations are 
badly in need of a different narrative. It 
might start with two concepts:

1. It has never been legal to 
knowingly destroy property, lives, 
and, indeed, entire nations – either in 
international law or national law.

2. A country has legal authority over 
harm that occurs within its borders, even 
if the causes of that harm are global.

These two concepts open the door to 
a country’s courts making orders, and its 
government making laws, related to legal 
consequences of fossil fuel pollution – 
particularly as it relates to global sources 
of fossil fuel pollution from corporations. 
They allow a country’s citizens to 
petition their own courts and tribunals 
under their own laws to hold global fossil 
fuel companies accountable for the harm 
that their product is causing.

The damages from climate change 
are rising, and in many countries, 
the desire to set rules related to the 
legal consequences of greenhouse 
gas emissions may be a practical one 
– seeking compensation for costs 
ranging from the costs of adapting to 
climate change to the costs of rebuilding 
communities devastated from storm 
events or other climate-related impacts.

As the damages from climate 
change rise, and especially as long 
as international cooperation that is 
necessary to tackle climate change is 

lacking, there is a growing incentive 
for countries or jurisdictions within 
countries to seek recourse in their own 
courts.

Using the yearly production reports 
of oil companies since their inception, a 
California scientist, Richard Heede, has 
quantified each company’s global GHG 
contribution (eg. Chevron 3.34%, Exxon 
Mobil 3.10%).

It’s then reasonable that, say Exxon 
Mobile, should pay 3.10% of the 
adaptation/ mitigation costs for Metro 
Vancouver as it anticipates to spend 
roughly $100 million per year to build 
infrastructure adapting to sea level rise in 
order to protect Vancouver International 
Airport and Richmond; Chevron should 
also chip in 3.34%, etc.

There are already international 
precedents and the legal arguments are 
sound.

The current story: Climate change 
was caused by all of us, and now we 
have to address it together.

The new story: Climate change was 
avoidable, but an industry knowingly 
deceived the public about it for decades 
for their own profit. The responsibility 
of the industry is astronomical compared 
to the responsibility of an individual in 
mitigating climate change. We can do our 
part to live a sustainable lifestyle, but the 
fossil fuel industry needs to pay for the 
damages it has caused.

Of course it’s going to be intense 
and legally complicated, but the narrative 
we’ve been told isn’t one we have to 
accept. We can commit to holding 
accountable those most responsible for 
climate change. By doing so, we send a 
message of hope that the people and not 
the polluters are in charge of humanity’s 
destiny.

John Fyke
New Denver

Questions Doctors of 
BC position on pot

Reading the CBC News report, 
‘Associations call for ban on home-
grown weed in BC once it becomes 
legal,’ I have to question the judgment 
of the Doctors of BC, who default 
to pharmaceutical drugs quite 
unquestioningly, yet challenge more 
natural modes of treatment such as 
cannabis and homeopathy. 

Cannabis cannot be tied to a 
single death or overdose. Meanwhile 
we are experiencing an opioid crisis. 
The CDC noted in one report that: 
“Among the more than 64,000 drug 
overdose deaths estimated in 2016, the 
sharpest increase occurred among deaths 
related to fentanyl and fentanyl analogs 
(synthetic opioids) with over 20,000 
overdose deaths.” According to news 
website Vox, “More Americans died of 
drug overdoses in 2016 than died in the 
entirety of the Vietnam War – the result 
of the US’s opioid epidemic.”

The Vox report highlights how drug 
companies convinced physicians to treat 
chronic pain as a serious medical issue by 
prescribing the pharmaceutical opioids 
they manufacture – a serious conflict of 
interest. Narcotic painkiller OxyContin 
was among the 15 drugs most often 

linked to death. Others include insulin, 
Vioxx, Remicade, and Paxil. Vioxx was 
removed from the market in 2004, yet it 
too was enthusiastically endorsed by the 
medical establishment when introduced.

The fentanyl crisis is only the tip 
of the iceberg where the dangers of 
prescription drugs are concerned. Reports 
compiled by the FDA between 1998 and 
2005 found that dangerous side effects 
and deaths from prescription and over-
the-counter medications almost tripled 
to nearly 90,000 incidents. According 
to the Journal of the American 
Medical Association (JAMA) in 1998, 
prescription drugs kill about 106,000 
Americans each year – three times as 
many as are killed by automobiles – 
making prescription drug death the 
fourth leading killer after heart disease, 
cancer and stroke. And that’s just 
American drug deaths.

I don’t deny that there are issues 
for families with children, but surely 
it’s up to each parent to establish safe 
practices at home, not the state. And 
surely Doctors of BC should be looking 
to fulfill an educational role regarding 
safe cannabis use, not advocating for 
restrictions of civil liberties. At that point, 
physicians are overstepping their bounds 
to become health police, a role they are 
not equipped to fulfill. I can understand 
landlords wanting some controls over 
homegrown cannabis, especially in 
multiple-unit housing complexes. But 
one size does not fit all. To call for a 
province-wide ban on homegrown 
cannabis is first of all, excessive, and 
second, doomed to failure. People will 
simply do so illegally, as they have for 
decades now.

Meanwhile, not one of those over 
100,000 deaths can be attributed to 
cannabis, probably the least harmful 
substance in the entire pharmacopeia. 
So why the antipathy toward cannabis 
on the part of the mainstream medical 
establishment in BC? Our physicians 
need to get with the times – and the 
research.

Art Joyce
New Denver

Inability to hear 
council members 
at Kaslo meetings 

I sent a letter to the Village of 
Kaslo, stating the lack of audio in the 
council chambers is annoying, and I 
received a reply from CAO Neil Smith. 
He said, “Concerned members of the 
public are always encouraged to attend 
meetings in person.” Sounds like a 
good idea doesn’t it?

I took the time to attend the last 
regular Village of Kaslo council 
meeting (November 14). I am always 
interested in keeping up to date with 
Village affairs. I walked in with a 
cheery “Hello,” and was met with no 
comment. Is it beneath this council to 
acknowledge a member of the public, 
who takes the time to attend one of 
their public meetings? 

This meeting might have been 
interesting – I am not sure, as I could 
only hear bits and pieces of it from 

the public gallery. Most members 
of council, along with the CAO, are 
very soft spoken. As well, there are 
no microphones in front of the council 
members or the CAO for the benefit 
of the attending public. There was a 
council resolution put forward on this 
years ago. I wonder what happened 
to that?

When I asked a question about the 
proposed water conservation changes, 
the CAO started to read parts of the 
changes off the projector screen. I 
stated at that time, I could not hear the 
CAO, nor could I read the content of the 
wording on the projector screen. The 
public gallery is a good distance away. 

In the not too distant past, 
a considerable amount of dollars 
were invested to upgrade the existing 
council chambers’ audio system, and 
council meetings were being filmed 
and uploaded on a regular and timely 
basis to the Village of Kaslo website. 
This was very much appreciated, as 
it allowed the public to keep in touch 
with current affairs of the village. Also, 
some of us cannot navigate those very 
narrow, steep set of stairs to the council 
chambers. Now, for some reason, 
the meetings are not being recorded, 
and I have been advised that filming 
will continue once council chambers 
relocate to the City Hall sometime 
in 2018.

In the meantime, I find the 
encouragement to attend meetings in 
person rather insulting. What is the 
point? For several years, the public 
sitting in the gallery has not been able 
to hear the CAO, nor the majority of 
council, some of whom have their 
backs to the public.

At the very least, I am requesting 
that all members of council, and in 
particular, the CAO, make a concerted 
effort to speak up for the benefit of 
the public who wish to take the time 
to attend a public council meeting. 
I know there are other members of 
the public who have recently, and in 
the past, raised this issue, to no avail. 
Another idea might be to reinstate the 
past quarterly report on current projects 
being undertaken by the Village of 
Kaslo. I believe it was called ‘Kaslo 
Twitter.’ All in transparency. 

In closing, I would like to 
acknowledge the Valley Voice. They 
have tirelessly attended hundreds of 
Village of Kaslo council meetings. For 
many years, their in-depth reporting has 
kept the public apprised of the issues 
discussed at the council table. Thank 
you, Jan.

Jill Braley
Kaslo

Thoughts brought on 
by First Impressions

I attended the presentation ‘How others 
see us - first impressions’ on November 15 at 
the Silverton Memorial Hall. I was impressed 
with how well this was done by Kaslo 
resident Randy Morse, Communications 
Director for the BC Rural Centre.

The project was well thought out and 
planned, and the information gathered by the 
Kaslo group seemed to be fairly accurate. It 

Continued on page 8
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was interesting to hear a perspective with no 
internal community influence attached.

Two of our major attractions that weren’t 
mentioned were Slocan Lake Golf Course 
and the townsite of Sandon, but they are 
outside of town boundaries.

The audience was a good mix of a 
handful of original residents, a few business 
owners and many of you whom I don’t know. 
The mayor of New Denver attended with one 
of our councillors. The mayor of Silverton 
and our councillor who represents us on 
the Regional District board and the federal 
equivalent didn’t attend. Most of the audience 
was 55+ in age.

The focus was on what services and 
amenities we have now and what we need 
to do to encourage our communities to live 
on in the future.

I know these conversations are going 
on with everyone who lives here, old and 
new residents. When the presentation was 
over, I was standing in line waiting to ask our 
presenter a question. Standing next to me was 
a resident who is born, raised, and has lived 
his whole life in Silverton. I asked him what 
he thought. His reply was: “I think things are 
the way they are because that is how people 
like it.” Another New Denver resident who 
moved here from Vancouver thought she had 
a different perspective than most because she 
is from a larger centre.

I was 11 years old when we moved here. 
My husband was born here, and we raised our 
kids here. We all have our own perspective. 
In 1999, we moved to Alberta for 10 years. 
In 2009, we moved back and now live on my 
parents’ property right beside the Silverton 
municipal campground on the lake.

In the early 2000s, the Village 
began expansion of this campground to 
accommodate an increase in demand for 
campsites, mainly brought on by the music 
school programs. Now in 2017, we have two 
campgrounds two-and-a-half blocks apart 
and 40 campsites between the two. I do not 
want to see anymore campsites added to what 
we already have. We also have an increase 
in Air BnB in our area with some properties 
purchased just for that purpose.

It will be interesting to see how long 
it will take before residents start to ask for 
controls on this. It is already happening in 
other communities.

Bringing in more tourists is not the 
answer.

We need more full-time residents 

Continued from page 7

The long wait for 
the Independent 
Republic of Catalonia

October was not a good month for people 
with heart problems (physical and emotional) 
in Catalonia. It started with police attacks on 
voters and voting stations, which left 800 
people hurt and many traumatized by the 
violence; the next day brought exhilaration to 
those gathered to hear President Puigdemont 
announce the referendum results, hoping 
to hear a declaration of independence after 
their collective effort to vote. However, 
even though the vast majority voted for 
independence (92%), President Puigdemont 
suspended the declaration of independence 
and offered the Spanish government a two-
month period to reach a pact. This was a 
disappointment for many, and also a relief for 
those who feared the Spanish government’s 
reaction, since 10,000 militarized police 
had been deployed to Barcelona two weeks 
previous to the vote and still remained. 

The emotional atmosphere in Catalonia 
also affected people in the rest of Spain. 
Spanish President Rajoy didn’t welcome 
Catalan President Puigdemont’s offer 
for dialogue, and instead demanded a 
yes/no answer to the question: “Had he 
(Puigdemont) declared the independence of 
Catalonia in his speech?” 

Trying to pin President Puigdemont to a 
yes/no answer proved futile, as he responded 
with the same words as before. I am sure Mr. 
Rajoy had the text of the Catalan president’s 
declaration, but he wanted a clear public 
statement so that he could boldly act, and 
forget about mediated dialogues! 

Meanwhile, some European countries 
expressed support for the Catalan people 
and government, and offered to mediate. 
However, the president of the European 
Commission sided with the Spanish 
government, warning of a possible domino 
effect on other independence movements 
within the EU. The high voltage stalemate 
went on for the rest of the month: Puigdemont 
asking for dialogue and mediation and 
Rajoy threatening to dismantle the Catalan 
government and all of its authority (education, 
media, police, etc.) using an article of the 
Spanish Constitution never used before. 
Four weeks after the referendum, with calls 
for mediation and dialogue ignored by an 
unyielding Spanish government, the Catalan 
president followed through with his mandate: 

on Thursday, October 26, he declared the 
Independent Republic of Catalonia. A dream 
of many Catalan generations had finally come 
true. However, the next day, the Spanish 
senate suspended the Catalonian autonomous 
government and issued detention orders 
for Catalan officials and pro-independence 
organizations leaders.

In total, nine Catalan government 
ministers and the presidents of two civil 
organizations were imprisoned without bail, 
accused of sedition, rebellion and misuse of 
public funds. The first two of these offences 
carry jail terms of up to 30 years.  

President Puigdemont and four Catalan 
ministers went to Brussels and did not return 
to Spain to testify in front of a judge as 
required, so the Spanish government issued 
an EU order for their arrest. Puigdemont 
and his four ministers appeared in front of a 
Belgian judge and were released without bail 
under the promise to remain in Belgium, a 
very different approach to that of the Spanish 
judiciary.

In the meantime, Spain’s President 
Rajoy called new elections in Catalonia 
for December 21.  This move has been 
rather surprising, as there is a good chance 
that the pro-independence parties will win 
again. There is speculation that EU officials 
demanded prompt elections in exchange for 
their silence regarding the police violence 
in Catalonia. It is unknown what Spain’s 
government has in mind if pro-independence 
parties win again. A question lingers: do they 
have an ace (or two) up their sleeves? 

If you think the Government of Canada 
should denounce Spain’s authoritarian 
approach and human rights violations in 
Catalonia, please sign the petition sponsored 
by the Green Party of Canada: https://
petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/
Details?Petition=e-1335 

Moraia Grau
Silverton

Response to 
affordable 
housing article, 
November 16

Lots of great points about changes in 
funding between the 1970s and now but 
those points only address the supply, not the 
affordability. Affordability is most influenced 
by cost of construction and those costs are 
through the roof. Not because of material 
or labour costs but because of the change 
from prescribed codes to LEEDS, R2000, 
STEP CODE, and other building design 
systems. These controls add both time and 
money to the design process long before 
ground is broken. On an apartment building, 
these costs can easily add $100,000 to the 
basic engineering and design. But there is 
zero interest in eliminating these steps in 
the interests of building affordable housing. 
Every funding source claims to want the net 
zero building… affordability be damned. 
They want to feed their own egos.

The next huge issue is attracting 
landlords. No matter how much someone 
wants to jump into this market and supply 
affordable rentals, the government has 
removed any incentive to do so. Sure, they 
have money to assist in the design or building 
process but as soon as you let in a tenant, 
you quickly find out you have zero rights. 
The news is full of stories about tenants not 
paying rent, running grow ops, smoking 

in non-smoking buildings, damaging units 
and skipping out, leaving the landlords with 
thousands of dollars in repairs. And zero 
recourse in getting any compensation. If the 
government wants to see new rental housing 
built, they need to address the reasons no one 
wants to rent anymore. And those reasons are 
all related to the idiotic way the government 
keeps protecting deadbeat tenants.

My last comment is on building codes. 
Sure, net zero is a cool concept but we 
need a simple prescribed code which will 
allow fast, quality building. Something 
which eliminates all the expensive and 
time consuming engineering the funding 
sources think provides a great opportunity 
to reduce carbon footprint. All that narrow 
focus does is employ more engineers and 
allow government agencies to become more 
involved in controlling the way societies, 
municipalities, developers and contractors 
conduct themselves. And that bureaucratic 
meddling only escalates costs or discourages 
investment in rental housing. We need a 
prescribed code which a developer and 
contractor can reference and design their 
own building in a month, not a year. And the 
government needs to accept and promote that 
prescribed code. We don’t need a bunch of 
self-inflated bureaucrats trying to promote 
themselves and draw more taxpayer dollars 
as they stifle development.

The issues are real simple, basic, business 
decisions. If you have a rental housing 
shortage, you need to attract landlords. If 
you have an affordability issue, you need 
to reduce the steps and costs to build. If you 
perceive an issue with energy costs, you need 
to reduce those costs at the source i.e. hydro 
rates. The current housing shortage is also a 
result of converting apartment buildings to 
condominiums. Sheer stupidity that was. But 
a windfall for the apartment building owners. 
Ever try to sell a 34-unit apartment building? 
Way more profitable to sell 34 individual 
condos. And today we are in a housing 
crisis. Thirty years ago, the government 
bent over backwards to help landlords get 
out of housing. Today they are bending over 
backwards to push net zero housing and build 
careers for every engineer, designer and IT 
freak out there. Housing be damned.

We need a change of focus. We need 
a government focused on the needs of the 
citizens and solving the rental housing crisis. 
We need a government watching the cost of 
housing index and focused on reducing that 
cost. But most of all, we need to simplify 
the design process and pass legislation to 
protect landlords.

Bill Tobey
Nakusp

A Matter of life 
or death

I read an article in the November 16 
Valley Voice titled ‘Physician recruitment 
in full swing for Slocan Community Health 
Centre.’ The Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce Health Committee members, 
Mayor Ann Bunka, Chair Colin Moss and 
Vice-Chair Leonard Casley along with Dr. 
Burkholder have committed themselves 
whole-heartedly to help Interior Health with 
the daunting task of recruiting two new 
physicians. In addition, Dr. Burkholder, the 
sole doctor at the Health Centre since the 
end of the summer, is working very hard to 
maintain the excellent level of health care we 
are accustomed to. He also continues to build 

a pool of locums to cover the 24/7 emergency 
department and the vacated practice at the 
SCHC clinic. Nurse Practitioner Donna 
Gibbons is also carrying a big workload. As 
residents of New Denver, my husband and I 
would like to personally thank all of you and 
anyone else involved for your efforts.

All of us here in the Slocan Valley have a 
lot at stake. I’ve written a letter to a list of IHA 
officials, the MP, MLA, etc, to let them know 
how important the Slocan Community Health 
Centre and the 24/7 emergency department 
is to me and my family.

It could be a matter of life or death. On 
October 29, 2009 at 3 am, the unthinkable 
happened. My husband Helmut suffered 
a heart attack. As the “elephant” was 
stomping on his chest, I called 9-1-1. After 
the ambulance delivered Helmut to the 
emergency room at the Slocan Community 
Health Centre, Dr. Burkholder was able 
to stabilize him with a powerful new clot-
busting drug called TNK. Meanwhile, bad 
weather rolled in, preventing an airlift from 
the helipad. A critical care ambulance from 
Trail accompanied by another ambulance 
from Nakusp journeyed to the waiting 
Needles ferry and over the Monashees to 
the Kelowna airport. A Medevac plane 
then flew us to Vancouver, where another 
ambulance was waiting to make the final 
leg of the journey to St. Paul’s Hospital. 
(Thankfully, Kelowna General Hospital now 
has a heart unit.)

By 5 pm, Helmut was prepped for a 
stent in his LAD (left artery descending). A 
critical blocking of the LAD is often referred 
to as a “widow maker” or “the mother of 
heart attacks.” For those who survive and 
make it to hospital, the blood supply MUST 
be restored in a TIMELY fashion to prevent 
irreversible damage to the heart muscle. 
Because of PROMPT medical intervention at 
our ER, my husband’s life was saved without 
damage to his heart and he can still enjoy an 
active lifestyle.

Helmut and I are both so very grateful 
for our precious Health Centre located in 
New Denver and all the health services it 
provides to us and the people of the entire 
Slocan Valley. We couldn’t imagine living 
here without it! Have you or a loved one 
ever found yourselves in our ER in a medical 
emergency situation, or maybe even air-lifted 
from the helipad? Or maybe you rely on the 
Health Centre for other reasons.

I encourage you to tell your story by 
writing to these officials to express how 
important our Health Centre is to you. 
Let’s join forces with the Chamber Health 
Committee by assisting them in their search 
to find two new doctors. Let’s add our voices 
to theirs in a continued effort to protect our 
health facility. Another way we can help the 
Chamber Health Committee is by joining 
the Slocan District Chamber of Commerce 
or making a private donation to help in their 
physician recruitment/ retention efforts. 
Contact them with your ideas or suggestions, 
and let’s keep spreading the word far and 
wide!

Colin Moss, Chamber Health Committee 
Chair, provided me with a contact list of 
officials to write to. If you would like this list 
please email me (Isy Schumann) at busyisy@
telus.net or call 250-358-2873 or email Colin 
Moss at chamber@slocanlake.com or call 
250-358-2561.

Isy Schumann
New Denver

who will provide year-round, not seasonal, 
demand for services and businesses. The 
question is: How?

One solution posed at this meeting was 
decent affordable high speed internet for the 
entire area, following Kaslo’s example. Some 
people who live here already do work from 
home with the services available now. No one 
at this meeting seemed to know if this was 
being explored and the people who could 
have answered the questions and comments 
didn’t attend the meeting or didn’t speak 
up. If bringing in decent affordable high 
speed internet will encourage manageable 
growth, then I think that is a direction we 
should move in.

I would prefer we stay small and 
comfortable in our communities. That is what 
people love when they come here to this area. 
It is something worth protecting.

Barb Broughton
Silverton
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This young tabby is a healthy, short-
haired male.  He is neutered and has a 
very sweet personality. If he is the right 
fit for you, call PALS at 250-265-3792.
PALS wants to say THANK YOU to all 
the volunteers, crafters and public who 
supported our successful PALS CREATIVE 
HANDS CRAFT FAIR.

LOOKING 
FOR A 
FOREVER 
HOME!

Wednesday, 
December 6 

Doors Open at 6:30 pm
Concert at 7:00 pm
Nakusp Secondary 

School Gym
Free Admission

sponsored by 
the Nakusp 
Rotary Club

31st Annual Community Carol Sing
Come and start your Christmas Season by joining our choirs and 
bands for an old fashioned Christmas get together and sing along.

by Claire Paradis
•  Bea ton  Arm Cross ing 

Association (BACA) representatives 
want  to meet  with the new 
government to continue their 
lobbying efforts for a bridge between 
Galena and Shelter Bays (Nakusp 
and Revelstoke). BACA President 
Earl Frerichs made a presentation 
to council, inviting them to be part 
of a joint presentation to MLAs 
Katrine Conroy (Kootenay West) 
and Michelle Mungall (Nelson-
Creston). 

“We’ve got a new government 
in place and I think it’s time to talk 
to these people,” said Frerichs. “It 
might have more punch if we go 
together.” 

Council made no decision at the 
council meeting on the invitation 
from BACA.

Frerichs gave a brief history, 
starting with the 1965 plans of 

Nakusp council, November 14: Beaton Arm Crossing Association plans meeting with MLAs 
BC Hydro and the Department of 
Highways for a bridge at Fauquier 
and road to Passmore. By 2005, the 
focus for a fixed link has been on the 
Beaton Arm crossing.

Statistics from the Ministry of 
Transportation show the percentage 
of missed trips due to full ferries is 
still on the rise between Galena and 
Shelter Bays, even with the new 
ferry. In 2015, 1.5% of the trips 
had overflow vehicles left behind. 
In 2016 it was 1.9%, and between 
January and June of 2017, 7% of the 
trips had vehicles that didn’t make it 
onto the ferry. 

The BACA report presented 
by Frerichs compared the impact 
a Beaton Arm bridge would have 
on local communities to the impact 
the Coquihalla Connector has on 
Okanagan communities. 

He provided information 
from the Shipping and Logistics 

Report commissioned by the CBT, 
indicating that there are significant 
shipping and logistics problems for 
the Nakusp, Kaslo and North Slocan 
Valley areas.

Frerichs also noted that there is a 
push to increase tourism to the area, 
but it can only be pushed so hard 
if the ferries remain a significant 
bottleneck to transportation.

• Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Services (ASLCS) 
representatives Margaret Driscoll, 
Terri McLeod, and Colleen Scissons 
spoke to council about the Social 
Venture Program. The program 
provides inclusive employment 
for people with diverse abilities. 
According to the presentation, the 
rate of unemployment for people 
with disabilities is 49% in Nakusp, 
but does not need to be so high. 
ASLCS currently has eight people 
working as part of its program, each 

with a job coach paid by WorkBC. 
The Firewood Project, which started 
with the Blade Runners program, is 
headed by Guy Duchaine and has 
been very successful, employing 
several people over the season. 
Shredding services, bottle sorting, 
and commercial recycling are also 
projects run through the Social 
Venture Program. 

The Social Venture Program 
provides retention, training and 
recruitment but requires the 
engagement and participation of 
employers, said Terri McLeod, who 
then asked if the Village might be 
a potential employer. CAO Laurie 
Taylor said she had been part of a 
similar program elsewhere, where 
the municipality got permission from 
the union to hire workers, but they 
weren’t paid for the work they did. 
Margaret Driscoll commented that 
volunteer work is good experience, 
but the goal of the program is to 
obtain paid work. 

• A petition to bring Columbia 
Wireless internet to the Nakusp 
area is posted on change.org. The 
Nelson-based company needs to see 
support from the community before 
expanding its 15+ mbps service into 
the area. Mayor Karen Hamling’s 
report put the number of required 
signatures at 100 to get three towers 
that would cover Nakusp, Brouse, 
and the Box Lake area. 

Councillor Tom Zeleznik 
reported that Mascon, aka Telus, is 
offering internet service but with no 
improvement to speed.

The Columbia Basin Broadband 
Committee likely won’t hear about 
its application for federal funding 
for high speed internet projects in 
the area until December, Hamling’s 
report stated. The program has 
received far more applications than 
expected. 

• In her report, Mayor Hamling 
wrote that she has asked for help 
from MLA Katrine Conroy to 
get funding for the Arrow Lakes 
Emergency Room. To date, Interior 
Health has refused to provide any 
funding for the project, one that 
was unanimously decided as a top 
priority by the local hospital board. 

• Work on the North Kuskanax 
water and sewer has been approved, 
the loan authorized, and the security 
issuing resolution approved by the 
Village. Because there are seven 

steps to the borrowing process, it will 
take some time before the process is 
complete, CAO Taylor told council. 
The estimated cost of construction 
of the service is $282,620, which 
will mean an estimated parcel tax of 
$2,374.56 for the next 20 years for 
the areas receiving the new service.

• The Village of Nakusp approved 
the Society for Nakusp Community 
Events’ request to be included in 
the Village’s liability coverage for 
the Celebration of Light event. The 
coverage will expire at the end of 
the calendar year. CAO Taylor noted 
that the Village is also providing 
support by clearing streets, providing 
barricades, and helping with street 
closure paperwork with the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastructure.

• Council approved an application 
to UBCM for $25,000 for Emergency 
Social Services. The funding will pay 
for emergency service supplies like 
cots, blankets, and communication 
equipment as well as training and 
volunteer recruitment. The RDCK 
is coordinating the project.

• Councillor Ulli Mueller 
reported that Laurie Page and 
Vivien Berry have resigned from 
the Nakusp and Area Development 
Board executive.

• The 2018 dates for council 
meetings were set, and will continue 
to be every second Monday, or 
Tuesday if there’s a holiday, and 
meetings will continue to be held in 
the Emergency Services Building 
unless otherwise specified. 

by Jan McMurray
The Edgewood Fire Department 

had hoped to have a new fire 
hall by now, but the project has 
gotten tangled up in bureaucracy 
at the RDCK building inspection 
department.

“I submitted the application on 
September 22, but we don’t have a 
permit yet,” reports Lynda McNutt, 
president of the fire department.

Meanwhile, the department’s fire 
truck is parked in a resident’s heated 
garage 10 kilometres from town. “So 
if we have a fire, all the firefighters 
have to drive down to the truck. 
That’s the situation right now. It’s 
more than frustrating,” said McNutt.

With everything ready to go – 
land donated by the local Legion 
worth $100,000, subdivision of the 
land completed with funding from 

the Columbia Basin Trust, $165,000 
from RDCK Area K to build the hall, 
and a contractor chosen – McNutt 
expected the project to proceed 
without a hitch. However, two weeks 
after she submitted the building 
permit application, she found out 
she needed architectural drawings 
and a geotechnical study because the 
property is in a floodplain.

In fact, the whole of Edgewood 
is in the Eagle Creek floodplain. “So 
if someone builds next door, they’ll 
have to get a geotechnical study, as 
well. There must be something more 
cost effective than that!” McNutt 
said. “And who put Edgewood 
here?”

McNutt arranged with the 
contractor, Integrity Post Structures 
out of Okotoks, Alberta, to do 
the architectural drawings and 

geotechnical study for $16,500. As 
soon as she received the documents, 
she took them to the Nakusp Building 
Inspection office. That was November 
6. When she hadn’t heard from the 
building inspector two weeks later, 
she called to inquire and was told the 
geotechnical study didn’t adequately 
address the floodplain issue.

“How long would they have 
sat on that without telling me? If I 
hadn’t called, how long would we 
have waited?” 

She says she plans to file a 
complaint once she finally gets the 
permit, and that should be sometime 
this week. She says the engineers are 
committed to getting the building 
permit without further costs, and are 
currently dealing with the building 
inspection office in Nelson.

However, the building permit is 
not the only hurdle. The RDCK has 
recently informed the fire department 
that the water connection is going to 
cost quite a bit of money. A one-inch 
pipe will cost about $5,500, but the 
department will need a larger pipe, 
which will cost more. 

“We haven’t turned over a blade 
of grass yet, and we’re spending an 
awful lot of money,” McNutt said. 
“I’m frustrated that some forgiveness 
can’t be given to a volunteer fire 
department for the water hook-up. 
At least a dozen of us volunteer a 
lot of our time to fire protection in 
Edgewood.”

McNutt says the department will 
have to raise more funds to get the 
new hall completed and operational, 
because of the unexpected costs of 
the geotechnical study, architectural 
drawings, and water connection. “I’m 
racking my brain to come up with 
fundraising ideas, but it’s difficult 
in this small community of 500,” 
she says.

The two-bay, 48’ x 40’ building 
will house one fire truck, one office, 
and one bathroom. Once they get 
started, the builders can have the hall 
up in three weeks. “We’re still hoping 
to get it up before the end of the year, 
but we might have to just put the shell 
up and then wait for spring to finish 
up,” McNutt said.

Red tape delays Edgewood Fire Hall construction, adds costs

Yolande Wilcott was the winner of the door prize at the PALS Creative Hands Christmas Fair at 
the Nakusp Arena Auditorium November 25. Kathy Smith, PALS secretary, presented the gift 

basket to Yolande.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Slocan Valley
HOME HARDWARE

5763 Hwy 6, Winlaw  250-226-7771 • 250-226-6748 • open 9-5 daily,10-4 Sundays

Wire fencing • Wood posts/treated 
and untreated • Electrical • Plumbing 
• Irrigation • Fasteners • Household 

Supplies • Gardening Supplies • Tools 
• Fertilizers • Soils • Manures • Insulation

Beauti-Tone 
Paints

Chainsaws & 
accessories in stock 

Be prepared for winter!!

Splitting mauls, axes, wedges, 
wood splitter, cables, chains 

Time to get cutting & stay warm

Wood pellets 
SPF $259.99/ton 
Fir $279.99/ton 

Now in stock, new 
& old-fashioned 
educational toys

Generators, wheelbarrows, 
wood & pellet stoves

Let us help you winterize your 
home for a worry-free winter!!

Snowblowers & Snow 
shovels to clear 
your driveway

• Ice melt

by Sandra Smith
• Slocan is the first community in 

the West Kootenays, and the fifth in 
Canada, to commit to transitioning 
to 100% renewable energy by 2050. 
Council unanimously decided to 
commit to the initiative following 
a presentation by Fiona Galbraith 
from the West Kootenay EcoSociety, 
and to begin developing strategies 
and implementing projects. The first 
is a call for a new climate action 
committee.

Mayor Jessica Lunn said making 
this commitment follows the mandate 
in the OCP to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, and supports all the 
other green energy initiatives already 
in place, such as the Partners for 
Climate Protection and the Climate 
Action Revenue Incentive programs. 
This makes Slocan a forerunner in 
the green energy movement. With 
the development of the microhydro 
station (funding already in place), 
Slocan will be well on its way 

Slocan council, November 13: Slocan commits to 100% renewable initiative
to fulfilling its 100% renewable 
commitment, said Lunn.

As part of Accelerate Kootenays, 
an electric vehicle charging station 
will be installed at the Wellness 
Centre in Slocan. Although the 
Wellness Centre installation comes 
at a higher cost, council members 
preferred it to the Legion site 
as it is a more central location. 
Slocan’s portion of the installation 
costs will come from the Climate 
Action Reserve ($1,000) and an 
RDCK Community Development 
Grant ($2,000). The Village is also 
responsible for trenching, tamping, 
backfilling and landscaping which 
council is planning to coincide with 
the lighting installation at the newly 
placed cenotaph.

Mayor Lunn suggested that 
Slocan may want to look into 
promoting electric vehicle tours. 
With a 4-6 hour charge time, people 
will want something to do. Suggested 
community points of interest tours 
posted at the EV station would 
encourage people to explore the area, 
which is likely to increase economic 
revenue, said Lunn.  

• The microhydro project is 
on hold until the Village receives 
final approval for a power purchase 
agreement  wi th  BC Hydro . 
Challenges have arisen with the 
transition to a new government, 
reported CFO Colin McClure, 
recommending that the Village be 
ready to go as soon as they get the 
word. 

• The Village of Slocan received a 
letter of welcome, congratulations and 
encouragement from the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities for 
achieving several milestones in 
the Partners for Climate Protection 
program (PCP). “Achievement of 
these milestones signals that your 
local government has developed a 
greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory, 
set a community GHG reduction 

target, developed local action plans, 
and implemented actions to reduce 
emissions. The village of Slocan has 
shown bold leadership in addressing 
these important issues and we are 
pleased to share your achievement 
on the PCP website,” said FCM 
President Jenny Gerbasi in the letter 
to council. 

• The Slocan Valley Historical 
Society is proposing to bring the 
1929 Japanese gillnetter fishing boat, 
‘Merriwake’ to Slocan. The plan is to 
install the ‘on-land’ display on the 
west side of Main Street between the 
Owl Walk sign and the bridge, said 
SVHS member Joyce Johnson in a 
letter to council requesting support 
for the project.

With letters of support from 
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 
Society, Ministry of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resources and now 
the Village of Slocan, the proposal 
becomes closer to becoming an 
actual project. “We are very excited 
to bring this artifact to Slocan as an 
on-land display to honour the skilled 
Japanese residents who lived in this 
area in the 1940s,” said Johnson 
in the letter submitted to council 
November 13.

The boat has a colourful 
history, impounded in WWII and 
subsequently purchased by BC 
Packers. The boat spent last winter 
sunk in shallow water in Kaslo 
after the previous owner left the 
area. Hamish of Kootenay Towing 
salvaged the craft, which is currently 
stored on land in Kaslo. Council 
granted the request to provide a letter 
of support and to provide mowing 
services at the display site.

• The Village of Slocan now has 
a Social, Affordable & Sustainable 
Housing Advisory Commission with 
one council member and 10 members 
at large. Councillor Joel Pelletier sits 
on the commission with Councillor 
Perrier and Mayor Lunn as alternates. 
Member Tyson McCormack initiated 
the commission in a response to 
a lack of affordable and adequate 
housing.

•  W E G C S S  c a n  e x p a n d 
its food bank garden to include 
a community garden, now that 
council has approved a license to 

occupy lots 6 & 7 of block 39. After 
producing 1,429 pounds of food 
last season, WEGCSS Executive 
Director Holly Jacks said they hope 
to double that production. “We are 
thrilled,” Jacks said, adding that 
feeding the community and engaging 
local people in food production is 
important. Next steps are planning 
and fundraising, she said.

• A provincial Rural Dividend 
grant  of  $159,600 has been 
awarded for the Slocan Valley 
Regional Economic Development 
Implementation Plan. Council 
approved a $2,795 contribution to 
the project.

• Slocan campground operator, 
Helma Rainey, wrote about a busy 
year at the campground and beach in 
her 2017 report to council. She said 
there were fewer garbage issues with 
the new animal proof bins and more 
complaints of foul language and poor 
behavior at the volleyball court. Dogs 
at the beach continue to be a problem.

Rainey made suggestions for 
improvements for the upcoming 
season, including solar lighting for 
the paths and signage to encourage 
people to slow down. She said the 
changes to the tenting area were 
impressive. The 2018 season already 

has several bookings; another busy 
season is anticipated.

• The annual Spirit of Slocan 
Christmas Tree Light up is on 
December 3, at the Wellness Centre, 
6 pm. Council agreed to provide $200 
from the Discretionary Fund as a 
small contribution to the event and 
associated costs.

• Council awarded $500 to the 
Slocan Volunteer Fire Department 
for its annual Christmas Party as 
well as a Wellness Centre fitness pass 
for each member, in recognition of 
their service and dedication to the 
community.

• The Village of Slocan Council 
approved an application to UBCM 
for $25,000 for Emergency Social 
Services. The funding will pay for 
emergency service supplies like 
cots, blankets, and communication 
equipment as well as training and 
volunteer recruitment. The RDCK 
is coordinating the project.

• Council decided against 
purchasing the solar lights for the 
bus shelters, noting the bus shelters 
have adequate light.

• The Village will provide a letter 
of support for the Okanagan Nation 
Alliance’s efforts to reintroduce 
salmon to the Columbia River. 

by Jan McMurray
The 2017 RDCK Wildfire Mitigation 

Program included an impressive suite of 
programs and activities. Nora Hannon, 
RDCK Wildfire Mitigation Coordinator, 
ran through it all at the November RDCK 
board meeting. 

In 2017, the RDCK was involved 
in developing Community Wildfire 
Protection Plans, collaborative 
planning, fuel treatment prescriptions, 
operational fuel treatment work, a 
FireSmart Ambassador program, 
the FireSmart Canada Community 
Recognition Program, and the FireSmart 
HomePartners Pilot Program.

All RDCK electoral areas and 
most municipalities will have updated 
Community Wildfire Protection Plans 
(CWPPs) by 2019. Updated CWPPS 
look outside fire protection boundaries 
and identify larger landscape level areas 
for fuel management. Kaslo and Area 
D’s CWPP will be completed by the 
end of 2017, and CWPPs for Nakusp 
and Area K, Slocan and Area H South, 
and New Denver-Silverton and Area H 
North will be completed by July 2018.

This year, the RDCK has been 
leading a collaborative planning process 
for landscape level fuel mitigation work. 
Working on this project collaboratively 
are local and provincial governments, 
industry, and non-profits. “This work is 
considered exemplary in the province, 
and the RDCK is used as a positive 
example provincially,” Hannon said. 
Two pilot areas were identified at Selous 
Creek and Queen’s Bay; treatment 
methods developed for these areas are 
hoped to be able to be used in other 
RDCK areas. This project is funded 
through the Forest Enhancement Society 
of BC, and the RDCK is now re-applying 
for FESBC funds to continue this work.

RDCK wildfire 
mitigation work in 2017

Fuel treatment prescriptions are 
underway or being planned for almost 
850 hectares in the RDCK. A prescription 
for 33.5 hectares in the Trozzo area is in 
progress, as is a prescription for 636 
hectares in West Arm Park. 

Operational fuel treatment is 
completed, underway, or soon to begin 
in more than 150 hectares in the region. 
Over $1.3 million is being invested in 
this work in the RDCK in 2017. Work 
is underway in Argenta (3.5 ha) and 
Lardeau (12.5 ha), and Bonnington 
Regional Park (3.6 ha), and work will 
begin in early 2018 at the Fauquier water 
treatment area (4.7 ha) and in Burton (9.1 
ha). The RDCK is inputting information 
about treated areas into a provincial 
database.

The RDCK also offered free 
FireSmart assessments to all RDCK 
residents this year. A total of 177 
assessments were completed, in almost 
all areas of the RDCK. FireSmart 
ambassadors scored 98 homes using 
the FireSmart Home and Yard Hazard 
score calculation. One home scored low 
hazard, three scored high hazard, and 94 
scored extreme hazard. “The majority of 
residents were very appreciative of this 
service,” Hannon reported.

The RDCK is also encouraging 
communities to gain FireSmart 
Community Recognition status. Four 
communities will be recognized for 
2017: Queen’s Bay, Heddle, Woodbury, 
and Kaslo’s Back Road. Bayview, 
Lardeau, and Howser are working on 
being recognized for 2018.

FireSmart assessments in 2018 
will be done under the FireSmart 
Canada HomePartners Program. Eight 
fire service professionals from the 
RDCK were trained to conduct these 
assesssments.
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Gift-giving Ideas at Vince DeVito Shoes...

Leather belts 
hand-made 

in house

Leather 
wallets from 

Red Wing

Darn 
Tough 
Socks

Cozy
Slippers

www.facebook.
com/pages/Vince-
DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD

Great selection, professional fitting, 
expert advice, comfort guarantee.

vincedevito.ca

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622
Wool Sweaters 

from Viberg 
Footwear of  all kinds
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by Jan McMurray
SQx Dance, based in South 

Slocan, has hired six people from the 

Kootenays with barriers to employment 
to help deliver SQx’s Interactive Dance 
Awareness Program.

The six people, hired through the 
BC Ministry of Social Development 
and Poverty Reduction’s Job Creations 

Partnership Program, were trained at 
Mount Sentinel Secondary School 
starting in May. Since then, they have 
helped deliver the SQx Interactive 
Dance Awareness Program to 60,000 
youth-at-risk across the province.

“Through our Interactive Dance 
Awareness Program for at-risk youth, we 
use dance to address social issues,” says 
Carmen Moreira, executive director of 
SQx Dance and South Slocan resident. 
“Our target populations are indigenous, 
minority ethnic, rural and remote, youth 
with special needs, and newcomers. Our 
mission is to use contemporary dance 
to promote kinship, collaboration and 
teamwork.”

Shane Simpson, Minister of Social 
Development and Poverty Reduction, 
sees programs like this contributing to 
reducing poverty in British Columbia. 
“This project has had incredible 
reach. Six people have benefited from 
employment and training, at-risk youth 
have gained skills that will serve them 
for years to come, and communities 
around British Columbia have been 
strengthened by the social innovation 
promoted through the program,” 
Simpson said.

The Job Creation Partnership 
participants, ranging in age from 24 to 
52, have travelled to Vancouver Island, 

Bella Bella, Haida Gwaii and beyond to 
teach the Interactive Dance Awareness 
Program alongside professional 
SQx dancers. Their contracts end in 
December.

One of the JCP participants, Shaenna 
Young, says, “I am passionate about arts 
and culture, and have greatly enjoyed 
being a part of a company that brings 
this to communities that don’t have a lot 
of opportunities to experience things like 
this. When you see the impact it makes, 
especially on particular individuals, 
you can’t help but feel like you are 
doing meaningful work. Working for 
a company that promotes kinship and 
collaboration and holds it true within 
themselves as a group has been a gift.”

SQx Executive Director Carmen 
Moreira was honoured earlier this year 
with a BC Social Innovation Youth 
Award, which recognizes the work that 
under-30-year-olds are doing to tackle 
social issues in innovative ways, and the 
Shaw Canada 150 Award, recognizing 
individuals making extraordinary 
contributions to the lives of young 
people. She recently spoke at the Social 
Innovation Summit in Surrey, and will 
speak at Transcultural Exchange’s 
International Conference on Arts and 
Culture in Quebec City in February 
2018.

SQx’s Interactive Dance Awareness Program uses dance to address social issues with at-risk youth.

South Slocan dance company provides empowering program

submitted
The Vallican Whole Community 

Centre has outdone itself, coming 
up with three truly outstanding 
performances for its 2018 Up Close 
and Intimate series. Having completely 
sold out the last two years, the Whole 
is confident that with this line-up, the 
series will have no trouble doing that 
once again. Better get your tickets soon!

• On February 10, Eva Tree will be 
joined on stage by Toinya Sammartino, 
Bill Dickerson, and Hal Rezansoff for 
the oh-so-glamorous Cabaret Intimé, 
with its fine wines, attentive service, 
and decadent desserts. While Eva 
Tree has found her niche as a singer-
songwriter, she also is noted for unique 
renditions and folksy interpretations 
of beloved jazz standards. Her music 
is influenced by passionate, inspiring 

Vallican Whole presents 2018 line-up
women such as Nina Simone, Joan 
Armatrading, Annie Lennox, Rickie 
Lee Jones, and Susanne Vega, and 
by poets such as Leonard Cohen, 
Tom Waits, and Greg Brown. Check 
her music and her band out at www.
evatree.com.

• Martina Avis and Marya Folinsbee 
are rising stars in the Slocan Valley and 
West Kootenays theatrical firmament. 
On March 10, they will present 
their brand-new work, Be/Longing. 
Based on extensive interviews with 
Valley women and their own personal 
experiences, this play continues a long 
tradition of excellent theatre by women 
in the Slocan Valley, stretching back 
to Women’s Readers’ Theatre and the 
legendary Theatre Energy. Join Martina 
and Marya as they break new ground in 
creative personal theatre.

• As if these two impressive 
offerings weren’t enough, the wrap-up 
concert on April 28 features 2017 Juno 
nominee Maria Dunn. A true preserver 
of the spirit of folk music, Dunn is often 
compared to Woody Guthrie for her 
keen social awareness and unvarnished 
songs about ordinary people. Her sixth 
album Gathering (2016) celebrates 
love: love of family, community, 
humanity that fires our actions to make 
the world a better place. A perfect fit 
for this Valley, and a perfect ending to 
the Vallican Whole’s third and perhaps 
most impressive series. Get a glimpse 
of her work at www.mariadunn.com

Series tickets are on sale now at 
www.VallicanWhole.com, all three 
presentations for just $50. A wonderful 
treat for yourself, an outstanding gift for 
friends and family. 

On February 10, Eva Tree will be joined on stage by Toinya Sammartino, Bill Dickerson, and Hal Rezansoff for the oh-so-glamorous Cabaret Intimé.
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To all of our clients and friends in the Slocan Valley:  Thank 
you for your business at our satellite office in New Denver 

over the last 25 years.  

It has been an honour to serve such an eclectic mix of 
clients and patients!

December 13 will be our last day in New Denver.  We hope 
to see you at our full-service hospital in Nakusp.

Dr. Laurie Page and Dr. Bill Sones

A big thank you from 
Nakusp Veterinary Clinic
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by Claire Paradis
Interior Health has refused 

to provide any funding in 
2018 for a top priority 
project at the Arrow Lakes 
Hospital, Councillor Leah 
Main reported to council on 
November 14.

“ I t  w a s  s h o c k i n g , 
absolutely shocking, that 
[Interior Health] basically 
said ‘We have no interest 
or intention of supporting 
full delivery of health care 
services in your area,’” said 
Main.

“Interior Health, for three 
years, has been somewhat 
ignoring the unanimous will 
of our hospital district board 
that has been recommending 
the upgrades to the emergency 
ward in Nakusp,” Main told 
council. The board paid 
for the engineering report, 
which was just presented 
to Interior Health (IH), and 
was subsequently told by IH 
that the upgrades would not 
go ahead unless the West 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital District (WKBRHD) 

paid for 100% of the project 
costs. Traditionally, priority 
projects identified by the 
board have been funded 40% 
by the local hospital district 
and 60% by IH. 

The WKBRHD board 
voted unanimously to pay 40% 
of the project costs, and that 
the project must be completed 
no later than the end of 2019. 

“Such resolution is to be 
shared with all levels of IH and 
the Health Minister, our MLAs 
and any other agencies Staff 
and the Executive determine 
are appropriate,” stated the 
report brought to council by 
Main. 

The board also voted 
unanimously to instruct staff 
to prepare the funding bylaw 
to pay for 40% of the project 
costs, and to invite MLAs 
Conroy and Mungall to tour 
the Arrow Lakes Hospital and 
ask for their support moving 
the project forward. 

“It is absolutely appalling 
that IH is unwilling to honour 
their mandate to deliver health 
care services where they’re 
needed. It was essentially a 
declaration of open war,” said 
Main.

This project is incredibly 
important due to the pressures 
on Kaslo, New Denver and 
Slocan Emergency Services, 
said Main. She also stated 
that health care providers have 
locums and ER staff in place 
to ensure no interruptions in 
emergency services. 

IH refusal to fund Arrow Lakes 
Hospital ER upgrades “shocking”

by Claire Paradis
• CAO Darrell Garceau 

reported that he is preparing 
an application for a ‘Bull 
Trout Wildlife Habitat Area’ 
designation in the watershed 
district around Silverton 
focusing on Silverton Creek. 
Garceau is working on the 
application in tandem with 
Councillor Main and Jeremy 
Baxter. It’s been estimated 
that 60-90% of bull trout fry 
in Slocan Lake come from 
Silverton Creek.

• The playground is installed 
and can be used. It will be 
seeded with grass in the spring.

• Many of the major 
upgrades to the Silverton Gallery 
will be finished by the year’s 
end, although some may carry 
on into 2018. Fire suppression 
work was scheduled to begin the 
week of November 20, and the 
tender for the mechanical work 
closed the same week. Garceau 
mentioned that the stairs on the 
west side of the building will 
also need to be replaced. 

• Silverton is submitting an 
application for an Age-Friendly 
Communities Grant to hire a 
consultant, find out what the 

community needs, and create 
action plans to maintain an age-
friendly environment. 

• A tree inventory is being 
done on trees in the Village 
of Silverton that will give 
important data about the urban 
trees and their value as part of 
Silverton’s Eco-Asset inventory, 
Main reported. The councillor 
has also been invited to speak 
to the Kootenay Conservation 
Program about Silverton’s Eco-
Asset Plan.

• Mayor Clarke reported 
that the new Sinixt Aboriginal 
Rights Coordinator for the 
Colville Confederated Tribes 
is Shelly Boyd. Boyd is taking 
on the responsibilities that were 
formerly those of the late Virgil 
Seymour, and will be opening a 
field office in Nelson, creating 
a cultural and education centre 
at Vallican, and introducing 
signage in the Sinixt language. 

• In response to Greyhound’s 
request to reduce bus service 
through many rural areas in 
BC, Councillor Leah Main is 
advocating for a national Rural 
Inter-City Transit Strategy. She 
will be taking a resolution in 
support of the transit strategy 

Silverton council, November 14: Official designation sought to protect bull trout 
to the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities. Silverton council 
voted to endorse the resolution. 

• Silverton has signed on 
to be part of a joint application 
with the Regional District of 
Central Kootenay to UBCM 
for Emergency Social Services 
funding. The funding will pay 
for emergency supplies like cots, 
blankets, and communication 
equipment as well as training 
and volunteer recruitment.

• According to the Statement 
of Operations prepared by 

staff, the Village of Silverton 
has received more money 
than expected from sales of 
service due to $4,000 more 
in campground fees than 
anticipated. However, other 
revenue is lower this year than 
last because of a loss of rental 
income from Memorial Hall. 

• The Asset Management 
Plan for Silverton is 80% 
complete, and should be finished 
in January of 2018. 

• Barbara Fuhrer was 
nominated to represent the 

Village on the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development 
Commission for the next year. 

• Mayor Jason Clarke 
reported on Association of 
Kootenay and Boundary Local 
Governments (AKBLG) news. 
Rural Alliance for Rural Health 
Community Research Lead 
Betty Brown gave a presentation 
to AKBLG about ensuring rural 
health issues are considered in 
conversations about health care, 
and that health care students are 
getting exposure to rural areas.

•  C o u n c i l l o r  M a i n 
participated in a webinar on 
rural poverty issues and what 
poverty means. “Poverty is not 
earning a living wage… poverty 
is not being able to eat healthy 
food, poverty is spending more 
than 30 or even 50% of your 
income on housing,” said Main, 
illustrating some of the metrics 
used to measure poverty.

• Councillor Bill Christian 
reported that Recreation 
Commission 6 has hired Paula 
Shandro as its new secretary. 

Rotary President Mayumi van der Pol, Past President Dan Nicholson, Overwaitea Supervisor Troy Watkins and NSS Principal Peter Gajda were among the 
desperados locked up at the annual Nakusp & Area Community Foundation Jail & Bail fundraiser.
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‘Departures and Arrivals’ by Rabi’a, Winlaw artist, tied for third place in the Artistic Merit Category in Castlegar Sculpture Walk 2017.
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Anita Dumins was one of the vendors at St. Anthony’s Christmas Market at the Bosun Hall in New Denver on November 25. Bean, Jiro, and Sally 
had a nice visit with her while checking out her table full of artwork.
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SCRATCH AND SAVE 
10-50% 

MERCHANTS’ NIGHT!
250-358-2592

Free Candy Cane 
Sno-Cones

100% local, 
serving our 
community 
year round. 

OPEN EVERY DAY 11-7
FRI & SAT 11-8

Thanks New Denver! 

513 6th Avenue, New Denver 250-358-2733
Proudly serving BC Wines & Beer

Merchants’ Night Special:
14-hour Smoked Pulled Pork w/ Maple Baked 
Beans, Mac & Cheese, Sourdough Bun, 
Southern Slaw & Vanilla-Peach Cobbler

$15 per person

Warm holiday wishes 
to all our friends and 

customers!

4th
Annual

Come join in the 
cookie decorating

Merchants’ Night 
Door Crasher Specials  

 Coke or Pepsi products 2 Litre - $1.00
 Lays Chips (all flavours) 255g - $1.00
 Campbells Classic Chicken Noodle Soup 540ml - $1.00
 Fresh baked sausage rolls - $1.00
 Tide Powder 1.5kg free and gentle - $7.00
Lots of other In-store Specials 
  Watch for items with a Christmas sticker 
          and receive 20% off these items. 
  Don’t forget to donate to the Christmas 
  hampers. All items purchased for the 
  hampers will receive a 
  10% discount.

          Samples of appies and other Christmas goodies.

Merry 
Christmas & 
Warm Holiday 
wishes to all! 
Merchants Night Sale 

Up to 30% off
Open 5 pm to 8 pm

Main Street, New Denver
                       1-250-358-7755

submitted
It’s getting close to Christmas 

and that means the Arrow Lakes 
Hospital Foundation’s Light Up the 
Hospital campaign is on. The goal 
this year is to raise $25,000 to buy 

Light Up the Arrow Lakes Hospital
a specialized air mattress and five 
mattress toppers. The mattresses 
offer therapeutic support, assisting 
in managing pressure, shear and 
moisture to protect patients’ skin.

Pledge days are December 

Troy Clark from Nakusp PharmaChoice presents a cheque for $1,000 to the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation’s Bea Anton for the 2017 Light Up campaign. 

2, 10 am to 2 pm at Overwaitea 
Foods; December 4 and 6, 8 to 
noon at Arrow Lakes Hospital, and 
December 8, 9:30 to 3 pm at the 
Broadway Deli. Donations will be 
accepted any time at the Arrow 
Lakes Hospital, Kootenay Savings 
Credit Union, or by mail to the 
AL Hospital Foundation, Box 284, 
Nakusp V0G 1R0.
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Welcome to all 
from 5-8 pm to 
enjoy Hot Cider 

and Cookies!

Rutabaga’s
Whole Foods

Main Street, New Denver

Raven’s 
Nest

December Hours
Open Every Day!

Sunday 11 am - 4 pm
Monday to Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Open Late for 
Merchants’ Night

Free Gift Wrapping

We  Y
Merchants’ 

Night!
Thanks to 

the Chamber, 
Volunteers and 

community

The Donation Store
Main Street

New Denver

yarns • quilting • notions
20% off everything in shop 

5-8 pm

304 6th Ave
New Denver

New Denver Community Pharmacy
    OPEN LATE FOR MERCHANTS’ NIGHT
• Come by for 
 some treats!
• In-store specials
309 6th Ave • New Denver
       (250) 358-2500

submitted
Take to the street in New Denver 

Friday, December 8 from 5 – 8 pm 
during Merchants’ Night! Stores 
will be open late for shopping and 
socializing, and the streets will be 
buzzing. 

Santa will arrive by fire truck 
outside the credit union at 6 pm, 
ready to hear your Christmas wish 
list. New Denver’s royalty and 
friends will be serving free hot 
dogs, hot chocolate, and goodies 
baked by Robin McNabb at a table 

Celebrate Merchants’ Night in New Denver December 8
next to Santa’s seat. Across the 
street you can warm up by a fire 
hosted by Silver Ridge Contracting. 

Returning for the third year 
running is cookie decorating at 
The Outlet youth centre. Weather 
permitting, the carollers will be 
roaming the streets entertaining 
participants with their holiday 
cheer.

Merchants’ Night is a great 
time to shop locally, supporting 
our local year-round stores as the 
holiday season approaches. Many 

merchants offer event specials this 
one night only. Be sure to look 
through this issue of The Valley 
Voice for details.

As always, don’t forget to pick 
up a draw prize ticket at the Valley 
Voice office then have it stamped 
at all the shops listed and return 
it to be entered into the draw for 
a basket full of items donated by 
local businesses. The draw takes 
place at the Valley Voice at 8 pm 
as the night wraps up.

Merchants’ Night is hosted 
by the Slocan District Chamber 
of Commerce and generously 

sponsored by both the Columbia 
Basin Trust and Columbia Power 

Corporation. Thank you for making 
this event possible! 

submitted
T h e  N e l s o n  B u s i n e s s 

Association, in conjunction with 
volunteers and the City of Nelson 
public works, is hosting the Santa on 
Baker Parade. Complete with Santa 
sleigh float and reindeer and much, 
much more the parade is a great way 
to kick off the holiday season.

The parade leaves the 100 block 
of Baker Street at 5 pm December 

Santa on Baker St December 2
2 and makes its way to Hall Street 
Plaza, where Santa will visit with the 
kids. Entertainment will be supplied 
by the Rhythm Ropers, choirs and 
Dance Umbrella at the plaza, along 
with snacks and beverages as you 
wait for Santa to arrive. 

It has taken many volunteer 
hours to put this event on and the 
Nelson Business Association would 
like to thank all of those involved in 
making this such a special evening 
and kick-off to the holiday season.CLARIFICATION

In our November 16 issue, in 
the article ‘British Home Children 
honoured as war veterans,’ we 
stated: “And this year, thanks to the 
efforts of Judy Neville of the Ontario 
East British Home Child Family 
group, a wreath was laid for BHCs 
in Ottawa during Remembrance Day 
ceremonies.” In fact, the Ontario 
East British Home Child Family 
group has been laying wreaths in 
Ottawa for the BHCs since 2012, 
the first year these veterans were 
acknowledged in Remembrance 
Day ceremonies in the nation’s 
capital.
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Spiritwood
will be open

Dec 8 to 8 pm

ALL DAY SALE
& DRAW

88 5th Ave SW
250-265-0083

Happy Holidays from all 
of us at Royal LePage 
Selkirk Realty, Nakusp

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

by Katrine Campbell
CUPE 2450 members have 

overwhelmingly rejected the 
Village of Nakusp’s ‘last offer’ in a 
November 23 vote administered by 

Nakusp CUPE 2450 members reject last offer deal
the Labour Relations Board at the 
request of the Village.

Nineteen of 23 eligible voters 
voted 89% in favour of rejection. 
Local President Andy Cruden says 

that the union is disappointed that 
the Village would choose to force a 
last offer vote instead of continuing 
with negotiations.

“Today our members clearly said 

that they are only willing to accept 
a fair and reasonable collective 
agreement. We hope that given this 
result, both the Village and council 
will reconsider their position at the 

bargaining table,” says Cruden. 
“There are only a few outstanding 
issues left to be negotiated and we 
believe we are extremely close to 
reaching an agreement.”

“I’m disappointed that the offer 
was turned down,” said Mayor Karen 
Hamling. “We made an offer that we 
thought was fair to our employees 
and to our taxpayers and also in line 
with other regional settlements. We 
value our employees but also have 
to be accountable to our taxpayers.”

Key outstanding issues include 
wages, market adjustments for select 
positions and retroactive pay for 
all members (both active and non-
active). Negotiations between the 
Village and CUPE 2450 started 28 
months ago.

“We want the community to 
know that the union is prepared 
to resume negotiations as soon as 
possible and that we have already 
reached out to the Village and offered 
further dates for negotiations,” adds 
Cruden.

NACFOR 
logging causes 
Wensley Creek 
trail closures
by Jan McMurray

The Nakusp Community 
Forest (NACFOR) is logging in 
the Wensley Creek area, causing 
periodic trail closures in the 
Wensley Creek cross-country ski 
area.

NACFOR General Manager 
Hugh Watt reports that logging in the 
three cutblocks currently affecting 
the ski trails will be completed 
the first week of December. Trail 
closures will be indicted by signage 
and won’t happen on weekends.

Two more blocks that will be 
accessed by short, temporary roads 
off Hairpin Way Trail in the Wensley 
Creek ski area will be logged next 
summer/ fall, Watt says.

The northernmost cutblock in 
this development area, in Upper 
Brouse, doesn’t affect the trails and 
will be completed later this winter.

The blocks are being clearcut 
with conventional ground-based 
harvesting.

NACFOR has also just started 
logging in the East Slewiskin (north 
side of MacDonald Creek) area. 
This operation will continue through 
the winter.
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Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566

Celebrate 
Light Up! 

Join us for treats, day-long 
specials, and see our great 

selection of gifts.

17KASLO LIGHT-UP

Kaslo
Community Pharmacy
OPEN LATE FOR 

LIGHT-UP

Shop in-store specials
Lovely Christmas gifts 

& stocking stuffers
403 Front Street, Kaslo

250-353-2224

Celebrate Light Up 
with warm fragrant 

herbal tea  and tasty 
snacks from us

Enjoy our in-store 
specials all day 

and join us for the 
ceremony.

404 Front Str., Kaslo

Eric’s Meat Market & Deli
Family-operated business for more than 75 years
• Instore Deli • Fresh Meat & Cheese • Import Items
• Fresh & Frozen Fish • Freezer Orders 
• Party Trays made to order • Homemade Sausages
• Fresh Turkeys and Hams

425 Front Street • Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2436

Come Celebrate 
Light-Up in Kaslo!

Cornucopia 
invites you to stop 
in for a coffee and 

see what’s new
Many Light-Up 

Specials
Have a great evening!

by Jan McMurray
Downtown Kaslo will be full of 

vibrancy all day and well into the 
evening on Saturday, December 2 
for the 29th annual Kaslo Christmas 
Light Up Celebration.

From 9:30 am to 3:30 pm, the 
Victorian Hospital Ladies Auxiliary 
will be at the Seniors’ Hall with a 
crafts table, Lucky 7, and muffins 
and coffee by donation.

The Christmas Faire will be at 
the Legion from 10 am to 4 pm. 
Don’t miss this chance to check out 
the work of local artisans.

From 12:30 to 2:30, there will 
be crafts for the kids at Rise Again 

Kaslo lights up for Christmas at the annual Light Up Celebration, December 2 
Boutique at 416 Front Street. Craft 
supplies will be provided.

The  popu l a r  Ch i l d r en ’s 
Scavenger Hunt for younger children 
accompanied by adults happens from 
2 to 4 pm, sponsored by Homelinks. 
Enter at the Bluebelle.

From 4 to 5 pm, holiday 
favourites will be read at Storytime at 
the Kaslo & District Public Library.

The bonfire will be lit at 4 pm at 
the top of Front Street across from 
the Kaslo Hotel. Thanks to the hotel 
and the volunteer fire department for 
making this possible.

Santa arrives in the parade, 
which kicks off at the SS Moyie at 6 

pm. All participants are asked to line 
up at the Moyie at 5:45 sharp.

Immediately following the 
parade, Santa’s Workshop will be 
happening at 344 Front Street, next 
to the Adventure Centre. The Youth 
Centre hosts this event, with goodies 
for the kids after they visit with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus.

The Kaslo Housing Society will 
be at the Seniors’ Hall in the evening 
with their ‘A Home for Everyone’ 
quilt.

Kaslo Minor Hockey will be 
serving hot chocolate and hot dogs 
in front of the Kaslo Front Street 
Market.

Come out and enjoy late night 
shopping and dining along Kaslo’s 
main street.

This event is organized by 

the Kaslo & Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

by Jan McMurray
During the evening of Kaslo 

Light-Up on December 2, the 
Kaslo Housing Society will be 
unveiling a quilt made by the 
Kaslo Quilters Group at the 
Seniors’ Hall.

The quilt is called, ‘A Home 
for Everyone’ and all manner 

‘A Home for Everyone’ quilt on display 
at Seniors’ Hall for Kaslo Light-Up

of homes are represented on the 
squares. There is an igloo, a yurt, 
a covered wagon, a camper, and 
an outhouse!

Debra Barrett of the housing 
society organized the project, 
obtaining a Canada 150 grant to 
cover the costs of the quilt and 
the event.

The housing society invites 
everyone to come check out the 
quilt and enjoy some refreshments. 
Memberships ($5) will also be 
available, and donations of 
$10 will get your family name 
displayed with the quilt. The 
housing society is raising funds for 
a housing project, so drop by and 
show your support. Your input is 
always most welcome, too. 

submitted
To contribute to Kaslo’s 125th 

anniversary celebration in 2018, 
the Kootenay Lake Archives is 
republishing the book Pioneer 
Families of Kaslo. This was originally 
published by the Kootenay Lake 
Historical Society in 1980, telling 
stories of life in Kaslo from about 
1891 to 1915, but has been out of 

Pioneer Families of Kaslo revisited 
for Kaslo’s quasquicentennial 

print for many years. The Society had 
contacted as many families as they 
could, who provided their stories. 

The archives has illustrated the 
original text with some of the original 
photographs and many new ones from 
its collection. Read about what it was 
like to grow up in this community at 
the turn of the last century, such as 
tobogganing down the hill from the 
top of ‘A’ Avenue to the lake. 

The book will be available for 
sale at the craft fair at the Kaslo 
Legion on December 2, 10 am to 4 
pm for $25 per copy (includes tax) 
or order your copy at 250-353-3204 
or archives@klhs.bc.ca.

Kootenay Lake Archives is republishing the 
book Pioneer Families of Kaslo.
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Always 
find quality, 
comfort and 

style at 
Bettyz Edge 

Boutique!

86 Fourth Ave SW, 
Nakusp, BC

250-265-1156

facebook.com/
bettyzedgeboutique

Please join us at our Holiday 
Open House December 18th

2:00 PM—6:00 PM at the 
Castlegar Community Complex

Light snacks and refreshments will be served!
Please bring a non-perishable item for the food bank if you are able.

For more info: 250-304-2783 • 1-888-755-0556

Season’s 
Greetings and Happy 

New Year
from

Katrine Conroy, MLA and 
Richard Cannings, MP

COMMUNITY

submitted
To help meet the needs of 

community resources and foster 
educational opportunities in Kaslo, a 
number of organizations have joined 
forces to explore the possibility of a 
common space that would best serve 
residents.

These organizations, serving 
Kaslo and the North Kootenay Lake 
region, independently have been 
actively seeking to expand and/or 
relocate. In August, representatives 
f rom North  Kootenay Lake 
Community Services Society 
(NKLCSS) and the Kaslo and 
District Public Library (KDPL) 
met to explore the possibility of 

A common space for community in Kaslo
combining resources and expertise 
to establish a shared space that 
would meet the administrative 
and programming needs of both 
organizations. 

“From these discussions it was 
apparent that such a shared space 
could also serve other community 
organizations,” says Kevin Flaherty, 
North Kootenay Lake Community 
Services Executive Director. 

A draf t  Nor th  Kootenay 
Lake Commonspace plan (NKL 
Commonspace) was produced and 
shared with Selkirk College, the 
Village of Kaslo, and the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay. 

Selkirk College had been looking 
for opportunities to provide students 
and employees with an expanded 
facility and provided a letter of 
support confirming the institution’s 
strong interest in the project.

The  NKL Commonspace 
concept was presented to the Village 
of Kaslo Economic Development 
Committee on October 16. While 
plans for the NKL Commonspace 
are evolving, they currently include 
ideas for dedicated and shared space 
built to sustainable low-maintenance 
green standards. 

Possible shared spaces include 
fully equipped meeting rooms, 
program rooms, commercial kitchen, 
staff lunch room and washrooms. 
Beyond the physical space, the NKL 
Commonspace concept also includes 
potential training programs within 
development, building and service. 

“This shared project can be 
effective in increasing opportunities 
for cooperation, reducing barriers, 
creating knowledge and learning 

networks and sparking social 
innovation,” says Flaherty.

The  NKL Commonspace 
initiative is currently being led 
by a joint working committee of 
the NKLCSS and KDPL Boards 
with representation from Selkirk 
College. These organizations 
provide expertise in administration 
of community based organizations 
and in personnel and financial 
management. 

“These groups share a long 

and successful history of support 
and engagement within the North 
Kootenay Lake community,” says 
Flaherty. “Together, they are a 
potent combination of community 
services to collaborate and offer 
social resources, education and 
professional development.”

An exciting innovative approach 
to growth and collaboration for the 
community, the NKL Commonspace 
initiative is still in the very 
early stages of its development. 

Organization structure, funding, 
site selection and design, project 
and financial management are all a 
part of the critical path to achieve 
this community development and 
much work needs to be done in all 
of these areas. 

As the initiative moves forward, 
the NKL Commonspace Committee 
intends to actively seek input from 
the community and invite other local 
organizations to express interest in 
participating.

 submitted 
The governments of Canada 

and British Columbia have just 
announced an agreement to protect 
threatened mountain caribou in 
part of the province. This historic 
agreement between the federal 
and provincial governments is the 
first ever agreement reached under 
Section 11 of Canada’s Species at 
Risk Act. The agreement, which 
covers the Central Group herds 
located in the Northern Rockies and 
Peace area, will be a template for 
future agreements to protect the other 
groups of mountain caribou herds, 
including the southern herds in the 
Kootenays and Columbia region. 

“So far, what we’ve seen is 
that BC’s strategies to recover our 
mountain caribou have failed,” 
says John Bergenske, Wildsight’s 
Conservation Director. “Mountain 
caribou populations continue 
to decline, with entire herds 
disappearing and our southernmost 
herds barely hanging on with a dozen 
or so caribou.”

BC’s  Moun ta in  Ca r ibou 
Recovery Implementation Plan, 
now 10 years old, hasn’t stopped the 
mountain caribou decline. Habitat 
protections under that plan have 
not been effective in protecting, let 
alone recovering, mountain caribou, 
Wildsight says. There were more than 
2,500 caribou in the southern area in 
the mid 90s. Those herds are down to 

Canada and BC announce historic 
agreement to protect mountain caribou habitat

roughly 1,300 caribou today.
Wildsight will be looking closely 

at the draft agreement for the Central 
Group to make sure that habitat 
protections and recovery measures 
are strong enough to give mountain 
caribou a chance to recover.

Bergenske is glad to see the new 
commitment from both governments, 
including the strong emphasis on 
cooperation with Indigenous peoples. 
However, Wildsight is skeptical that 
the governments will be willing to 
take the strong action that is needed 
to protect mountain caribou. 

Mountain caribou make their 
home in the inland temperate 

rainforest ecosystem, the only 
rainforest in the world found far 
from an ocean, which continues to 
be threatened by loss of old growth 
forests. 

“Logging, mining and recreation 
in the inland temperate rainforest 
add up to death by a thousand cuts 
for caribou. If we let mountain 
caribou slip away because of habitat 
destruction, it won’t be long until 
we see our rainforest ecosystems 
breaking down,” says Bergenske. 
“British Columbians will have to 
push their governments hard to 
save our mountain caribou and our 
mountain rainforests.”

submitted
A report that the Canada 

Revenue Agency (CRA) blocks 
over half the calls it receives from 
Canadian taxpayers is outrageous 
and unacceptable, Kootenay 
Columbia MP Wayne Stetski said 
today.

“It is clearly unacceptable for 
the government to deliberately 
block Canadians who are seeking 
information and advice,” Stetski 
said. “CRA has a mandate to help 
taxpayers understand our complex 
and often bewildering tax forms, 
rules, and procedures; they can’t 
simply ignore those who call for 
help.”

Canada Revenue Agency performance 
is clearly unacceptable: MP Stetski

Stetski’s comments followed 
a report from the Auditor General 
of Canada yesterday which found 
CRA blocks (by giving them a 
busy signal or a message to go to 
the website or call back later) 54 
per cent of callers. An additional 
14 per cent get re-routed to an 
automated attendant. Ten per cent of 
those hang up within a minute when 
they can’t find the information they 
want.

“Even more shocking is the 
news that when callers reach a live 
person at CRA, over 30 per cent of 
the information they are given is 
wrong,” Stetski said. “When you 
add up all the numbers, fewer than 
one in five Canadians who call CRA 
actually get accurate assistance.

“Here in Kootenay Columbia, 
we know all too well the problems 
with getting CRA’s help. My 
constituency staff in Cranbrook 
and Nelson receive numerous calls 
from people who are frustrated with 
CRA and just want answers to their 
tax questions.”

The CRA responded to the 
Auditor General’s report by saying 
that a new phone system, to be 
installed by the end of 2018, will 
help. But they also claimed that 
people prefer to get a busy signal 
than to wait in a queue. The Auditor 
General said CRA could not back 
up that claim with research.

“I work with a variety of 
agencies and their Ministers every 
day,” Stetski said. “We are seeing 
the response times from a number 
of federal government departments 
getting worse but CRA is one of the 
most egregious.

“It’s time for CRA to stop 
blocking Canadians!”
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THE VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

PUBLIC NOTICES
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

SESSIONS – KNOX HALL
The Village of New Denver is currently planning a redevelop-
ment proposal for the Knox Hall.  Local residents and members 
of user group are invited to attend public information sessions 
and provide feedback on portions of the plan.

The events will be held on Tuesday, December 5th from 10:00 
am – 12:00 pm and Wednesday, December 6th from 2:00-4:00 
pm at Knox Hall (521 6th Avenue, New Denver). Light refresh-
ments will be served.

CANCELLATION OF COUNCIL 
MEETING

Residents of the Village of New Denver and members of the 
public are hereby advised that the Council of the Village of New 
Denver’s Regular Meeting, schedule for December 26, 2017 
has been cancelled.   

2017 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Please note that the Village Office will close for holidays at 4 
p.m. on Friday, December 22, 2017 and will reopen at 8 a.m. 
on Tuesday, January 2, 2018.  

Residential garbage collection will be rescheduled to Wednes-
day, December 27th (not Tuesday, December 26th).  The 
schedule for commercial garbage collection will not be affected 
by the holidays.

PREPARING FOR WINTER SNOW-
PLOWING

The Village of New Denver reminds residents that snow re-
moval is a priority over the winter months.  The Village requests 
your cooperation in removing items from the lanes, alleys and 
boulevards so that plowing can be done efficiently and safely.  

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Selkirk Snowcat Skiing
Season Opens December 1, 2017
 

Selkirk Snowcat Skiing will begin winter operations on December 
1. This winter marks the 16th anniversary of the Meadow Mountain 
Signage Plan: A community and government sanctioned agreement 
which provides a legal closure of the ski terrain tendered to 
Selkirk Snowcat Skiing by the Province of BC under Prohibition 
No. 9. Snowmobile restrictions are in force December 1 to April 
16. Compliance with restricted access is very much appreciated and 
critical to the continuing success of the company, and to the safety 
of our employees, guests and public users of Meadow Mountain.
 
Please be advised Selkirk Snowcat Skiing will be operating 7 days/
week and you could encounter snowcats or skiers anytime. Please 
exercise caution and manage your speed when riding on the forestry 
road. Full details are available on line at www.selkirksnowcatskiing.
com/signage-plan/or by calling (250) 366-4424. Thank you for your 
cooperation.
 
  Paul and Megan Osak
  Selkirk Snowcat Skiing

by Katrine Campbell
• The Village will receive $3,500 

from Columbia Basin Trust’s Built 
Heritage Planning Grants, to go 
towards the Knox Hall redevelopment 
plan. The CAO said they would 
stretch the available money to cover 
all the points.

• An in camera Committee of 
the Whole Meeting was called for 
early December to discuss succession 
planning for a CAO. Woodbury turns 
65 on December 30, 2018 and plans 
to retire.

• Council authorized a letter of 
support for the Okanagan Nation 
Alliance’s plans for re-introducing 
salmon to the Columbia River. The 
ONA says it is developing a work 
plan in support of the efforts of 
the Colville Confederated Tribes, 
which is implementing two phases 
of the Joint Fish Passage Paper. The 
CCT and other Upper Columbia 
United Tribes will release chinook 

New Denver council, November 14: Knox Hall planning grant received
and sockeye beyond the Grand 
Coulee dam which may result in 
fish returning up the river as far as 
the Hugh Keenleyside, Brilliant and 
Waneta dams.

The organization is also working 
with the Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society.

• The Village’s application for 
funding for a floodplain mapping 
project was turned down by the 
Province. However, CAO Bruce 
Woodbury noted that, after the 
application was submitted, staff 
discovered the RDCK was applying 
for the same grant for an RDCK-wide 
floodplain mapping project.

• Council received the 2016 
annual report from the Reading 
Centre. 125 members borrowed 
2,344 items, including audio books 
and videos as well as books. Agnes 
Emary, who volunteered for decades, 
retired in July. Long-time volunteers 
Kath Angrignon, Heather Shepherd 

and Judi Gardiner were joined by 
Dean Spankie, with back-up from 
Wendy Harlock. Bunka said the 
reading centre would be converted 
to a library, and the change should 
be an item on the 2018 list. 

• Bunka questioned the Village’s 
Revenue and Expense report, noting 
that RDCK tipping fees were 
budgeted at $22,000 but only $11,230 
had been spent so far. Her hopes of 
lower fees were dashed, however, 
when the CAO said there was a two- 
to three-month lag in the RDCK’s 
billing. On the other hand, the totals 
have decreased each year because the 
tonnage going to the transfer station 
were down.

• Councillor Nadine Raynolds 
attended the Community Composting 
meeting October 30 and reported the 
attendance was low and the featured 
speaker couldn’t make it. However, 
Julia Greenlaw stood in and shared the 
context and background, discussing 

different types of composting 
methods. Raynolds said she found 
it interesting that 66% of people in 
BC live in areas where organics in 
the waste stream are banned. 

• Councillors Raynolds and 
David Hodsall reported on their 
attendance at an affordable housing 
workshop in Castlegar on November 
1. The focus was on the role of local 
governments. They heard tips and 
ideas from the Whistler Housing 
Authority and from Nelson and 
the Lower Columbia area, and that 
federal investment in housing has 
decreased over time. The CAO 
added that a severe disadvantage for 
rural communities was their smaller 
municipal staff.

• Mayor Ann Bunka reported 
on her activities and meetings since 
October 25, when she attended a 
West Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital District meeting. In 2017, 
the board received requests from 
Interior Health for more than $2.5 
million to fund capital expenses, 
including $344,400 for a new 
generator at Slocan Community 
Health Centre.

She spent 40 minutes on the 
phone with BC Housing getting 
information on assisted/ supportive 

/extended care housing. 
Bunka met with area elected 

officials and the Slocan District 
Chamber of Commerce for an 
update on the physician recruitment 
effort, then attended the Community 
Paramedicine program public 
meeting. The mayor participated 
in a teleconference with Chamber 
Health Committee chair Colin Moss, 
member Leonard Casley and the 
Princeton Interior Health rep re: their 
work to recruit/ retain physicians. 
The next day, she and Moss were 
interviewed by The Valley Voice 
outlining the work being done.

Bunka attended a pre-winter 
stakeholder meeting with road 
contractors Yellowhead Road and 
Bridge.

submitted
Lucerne School’s current social 

justice campaign is to promote 
the elimination of gender-based 
violence. On December 6, the 28th 
anniversary of the massacre of 
14 female engineering students at 
Montréal Polytechnique, the school’s 
Social Justice Club encourages 
everyone to wear white ribbons to 
recognize Canada’s National Day 
of Remembrance and Action on 
Violence against Women.

At 10:15 am December 8 the club 
will hold its annual Shoe Memorial 
in front of KSCU; all community 
members are invited to participate 
by bringing a pair of women’s shoes, 

LESS marks the Montréal Massacre
any shape, any style to contribute in 
memory of those women who, due 
to violence, are no longer with us. 
Shoe Memorials happen annually 
in other towns and cities to create 
awareness and remember all missing 
and murdered women.

This year we are also collecting 
purses and handbags that can be filled 
with health and beauty products, 
jewellery, accessories, etc. Donations 
of these items are accepted at the 
schools prior to December 8 or on 
the day of the Memorial. At the end 
of the day the shoes and accessories 
will be collected and donated to a 
women’s charity. 

“Please plan to join us on 

December 8 and support our 
efforts,” the students say. “Violence 
against women affects everyone 
and everyone should be part of the 
solution.”

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  
V0G 1S0
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Blaze King 
Wood Stoves & 

Fireplace Inserts 

CHECK OUT OUR DUCT- 
CLEANING SERVICE

SALES, INSTALLATIONS, 
INSPECTIONS BY AWARD-

WINNING BUSINESS 
K.F. Kootenay Furnace Ltd.
Doug Burton • 250-355-0088

“WETT” CERTIFIED

Call For Submissions
2018 North Valley Mountain Film Festival

Submissions for the 2018 festival are now open 
and will be accepted until the 
January 31st Deadline.
For submission guidelines and 
event information please visit 
northvalleyfilmfest.com 

WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

slocanlakess.com

NATURAL HISTORY OF COUGARS
Cougars can stretch 1.6–2.45 m or 
more head to tail. Adult males weigh 
57 kg, females 45 kg on average. They 
can mate any time of year. Females 
usually raise 2–3 kittens. At about 2 
years old, the young strike out on their 
own. Cougars live approx 10 years. 
Hunting & habitat loss wiped out cou-
gars in eastern North America.

by Art Joyce
F o r  S a n d i  M c C r e i g h t , 

coordinator with the Castlegar 
Community Response Network 
(CRN), the health and well-being of 
seniors is a passion. She’s working 
to find ways of enriching the lives 
of seniors through the Increasing 
Recreation Involving Seniors (IRIS) 
project. 

It’s off to a running start, with 
eight events held from July to 
September this year, including two 
in Passmore. There are many more 
planned, with a goal of two events 
per month.

“It’s funny – we think we 
live in a small town but we have 
seniors coming to IRIS events 
who don’t know each other at 
all,” says McCreight. “We have 
many people who report, ‘since my 
spouse died…’ they really value the 

opportunity to get out.” 
The project  grew out of 

McCreight’s 10 years of working 
with seniors  a t  Cast legar 
Community Services, during 
which she noticed a significant 
increase in the need for help with 
elder abuse, neglect and self-neglect. 

The IRIS project doesn’t 
focus on direct advocacy but 
rather on prevention – reaching 
as many seniors as possible, and 
connecting them to each other and 
to the community. In addition to 
McCreight’s experience, it relies 
on a seniors’ advisory panel. The 
project seeks volunteers who can 
train as ‘gatekeepers’ for elders, 
especially young people. Already 
she has social work student Brittany 
Scott on board, along with her 
16-year-old daughter Kayla and her 
friend Dustin, among others.

“The volunteers tell me they get 
more out of it than they give,” says 
McCreight. “Often seniors reach out 
for help, or someone does on their 
behalf, only when a crisis is already 
at hand. As our medical system 
fights its own battles in reduction of 
services, our seniors feel the impact 
in a very real way with an increasing 
negative impact.” 

McCreight says that research 
shows connected seniors are less 
likely to be abused and will live 
longer, putting less load on the health 
system. Often forgotten and even 
denigrated in our youth-obsessed 
culture, seniors are an untapped 

Seniors project aims to increase community connection
resource – they have plenty to offer 
the community in terms of skills, 
knowledge and experience. 

The project will build bridges by 
inviting student guests and recruiting 
senior volunteers to fill key roles in 
events such as shopping, planning 
and cooking meals, and sharing 
skills with other participants. 

Recreational and social events 
include yoga, meditation, cultural 
events, seasonal events, ancestry, 
computer training, art, drama, music 
and crafts. Special presentations 
include estate planning, elder 
abuse prevention, falls prevention, 
avoiding frauds and scams, healthy 
eating, meal planning, budgeting, 
and medication information. 
Meanwhile coffee groups and 
lunches are strictly social, a way of 
building social connections.

“We’re really, really enjoying 
it,” says senior Irene Tamelin. “It can 

become a very lonely life, especially 
for those who have no husbands. 
We’ve got not only women going 
there, but men and also couples. 
It’s a way of getting away from the 
house. And getting that information 
is fantastic.”

Yo u t h  v o l u n t e e r  K a y l a 
McCreight says her reward is “the 
amount of smiles I get from the 
seniors,” and being proud to help 
her mother in her seniors’ advocacy 
work. And it’s been an education for 
her. “I think that seniors don’t get 
enough credit for their generation. I 
feel like we judge them to the point 
where we don’t appreciate them 
being in our communities. I find that 
I learn about their histories and what 
they do every day and how different 
it is from our generation, how gifted 
we are to have what we have now.”  

First year program funding 
is in place with support from the 

RDCK Areas H, I and J, No Frills, 
the BC Association of CRNs, CBT 
Community Development fund, 
Teck, Castlegar Villa Society, 
and community donations. The 
Black Rooster Bar & Grill donated 
$995 from their golf tournament. 
McCreight says further funding is 
being sought to expand the program 
with applications to local credit 
union branches. At present the 
program relies on rented venues 
such as the Kinnaird Hall and 
Passmore Hall but McCreight would 
eventually like to see a dedicated 
IRIS centre with kitchen facilities. 

A Christmas Eve lunch will be 
held by IRIS at the Black Rooster Bar 
& Grill on December 24 from 11:30 
am to 1 pm. To find out what other 
upcoming activities are scheduled 
for the program, contact Sandi 
McCreight at castlegarcrn@hotmail.
com or phone 250-444-4747.  

by Jan McMurray
• The annual election for chair 

and vice-chair brought back Karen 
Hamling (mayor of Nakusp) to the 
chair, with Lawrence Chernoff (mayor 
of Castlegar) as vice-chair.

Garry Jackman (Area A East Shore) 
ran against Hamling for chair, and 
Walter Popoff (Area H Slocan Valley) 
and Tanya Wall (Area B Rural Creston) 
ran against Chernoff for vice-chair.
Population figures

• The board received 2016 census 
population figures: Village of Kaslo - 
968; Village of Nakusp - 1,605; New 
Denver - 473; Village of Silverton - 
195; Village of Slocan - 272, Village 
of Salmo - 1,141, Area D - 1,343, Area 
H - 4,667, Area K - 1,681. The total 
population of the RDCK is 59,517.
RDCK energy efficiency 
work

• The board agreed to contribute 
$37,500 to the Regional Residential 
Energy Retrofit Program. A grant 
application of $387,500 is being 
submitted to the federal government 
for the program. The program includes 
a home energy retrofit component 
and a new home component, and 
has as its goals to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by reducing energy 
consumption through retrofits and new 
builds, and to make the cost of living 
more affordable by improving the 
housing stock in the RDCK. The more 
than $600,000 project is supported by 
FortisBC, BC Hydro, Nelson Hydro, 
the nine municipalities in the RDCK, 
the Nelson & District Credit Union, 
Columbia Basin Trust, and the West 
Kootenay Ecosoociety.

• Trish Dehnel, senior energy 

RDCK board, November 16: Hamling and Chernoff re-elected
specialist for the RDCK, gave a 
presentation on the RDCK’s 2017 
activities to lower emissions in the areas 
of transportation, buildings, and waste.

Under transportation, the RDCK 
has facilitated the Accelerate Kootenays 
project, developing an Electric Vehicle 
charging network throughout the 
district.

Under buildings, the RDCK 
is seeking funding for a Regional 
Residential Energy Retrofit program, 
described above. If funding applications 
are successful, RDCK residents will 
be able to have their homes assessed 
for energy efficiency, and have 
improvements done. Dehnel also 
mentioned that BC Hydro and FortisBC 
have programs like this for low income 
customers.

D e h n e l  e n c o u r a g e d  a l l 
municipalities in the RDCK to join the 
Partners for Climate Protection Program, 
a network of over 300 municipalities 
committed to reducing greenhouse 
gases and acting on climate change. 
The RDCK joined in 1997, but Dehnel 
said a high level of membership among 
the municipalities in the RDCK would 
help with regional grant applications. It 
is free to join.

Dehnel also spoke about the step 
code introduced by the Province. The 
step code establishes performance-based 
energy-efficiency requirements for new 
construction. It is not mandatory; local 
governments interested in energy 
efficiency can choose to reference the 
step code in their policies and bylaws. 
As communities climb the steps in 
the code, they gradually increase the 
level of energy efficiency in their new 
buildings. Using the step code will result 
in buildings that are more comfortable 
and cost effective, Dehnel said. The 
building code requires energy efficient 
buildings (net zero emissions) by 2032; 
the intention of the Step Code is to get 
local governments and builders on track 
for this. 
Rural transportation

• Director Leah Main reported that 
the Greyhound cuts to service hit the 
news during the last FCM (Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities) board 
meeting. “It became apparent that 

rural communities throughout Canada 
are vulnerable, and there’s no national 
policy to support rural transportation,” 
she said. She worked with FCM staff 
on a resolution calling for a national 
strategy “to preserve and enhance rural, 
inter-city bus services.” The RDCK 
board voted in favour of the resolution.

• The Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure has committed $235,000 
to improvements to the regional transit 
system. This funding will go towards 
signage, and new bus shelters in 
New Denver, Nakusp, Kaslo, Salmo, 
Kennedy Rd/ Hwy 6, and Nelson. The 
MOTI funds will also cover projects 
already completed in 2017, including 
15 solar bus stop lights on routes 10, 20 
and 99, and four bus shelters.
Area D – Ainsworth Land 
Use Plan amended

• The Area D Community Land 
Use Bylaw was amended for properties 
zoned Ainsworth Resort Commercial 
(C3). The maximum building height in 
this zone was decreased from 21 metres 
to 9 metres, and a site specific exterior 
setback was reduced from 4.5 metres 
to zero to facilitate 12 units of staff 
housing. The two-storey staff building 
is proposed to be located in front of the 
Mermaid Lodge.
Area H – Commission 
terms, budgets and 
appointments

• Staff will prepare an amendment 
to the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission Bylaw 
to increase the term to two years and 
appointments of commission members 
to be staggered.

• The Rosebery Parklands and Trails 
Commission 2018 budget for repairs, 
maintenance and equipment will be 
$34,260.

• The Winlaw Regional and Nature 
Park Commission 2018 budget for 
repairs, maintenance and equipment 
will be $9,500.

• Four appointments were made 
to the Recreation Commission No. 6: 
Councillor Bill Christian (Village of 
Silverton), Eva Shandro (Village of 
Silverton alternate), Katrina Sumrall 
(Lucerne School), Nick Graves (Lucerne 
School alternate).
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Republication 
of Pioneer Families 

of Kaslo
by Kootenay Lake Historical Society

On sale at the Kaslo Craft 
Fair at the Legion

Sat. 2nd Dec. 10 - 4
To order: 250-353-3204
archives@klhs.bc.ca

KASLO & DISTRICT

by Jan McMuray
• The meeting opened with a 

moment of silence for the passing of 
former Mayor Gordon Gaskell, who 
served from 1991 to 1993. Brought 
forward from in camera was a motion 
to rezone the new Village property 
on Rainbow Drive at the appropriate 
opportunity to conserve it for public use 
or open space. This is one of the pieces 
of property that the Village acquired in 
the tax sale last year. It is a small wedge 
of land at the entrance to Rainbow Drive.

• The report on major events was 
discussed at length. Council decided 

to ask the Jazz Fest Society to submit 
a proposal for capital improvements, 
including costs and funding expectations, 
for council consideration. Starting next 
year, the Jazz Fest society and the private 
property owner south of the river will 
be asked to apply for a Temporary Use 
Permit for their camping areas, as per the 
OCP and zoning bylaws. Council also 
agreed to budget $4,000 for additional 
washroom maintenance in Kaslo Bay 
Park in 2018. A policy will be developed 
for when third parties propose new 
municipal infrastructure. The discussion 
on major events will continue at the next 

Kaslo council, November 14: New Village property on Rainbow Drive to be rezoned for public use
Committee of the Whole meeting.

• Maglio Building Centre will 
install underlay, carpet, and carpet 
runners in the City Hall building at a 
cost of $16,000. Carpet will be laid in 
the municipal office, corridors, and one 
upstairs office. Purcell Wood Products 
will build a custom counter and cabinets 
for the municipal office for $12,180.

• Council agreed to the RDCK’s 
offer to prepare a grant application for 
Kaslo (and other local governments in 
the RDCK) to the UBCM’s emergency 
social services program. The intent of 
the grant program is to build capacity to 

provide emergency social services during 
local emergencies. If the application 
is successful, the grant money will be 
used to purchase mobile response trailers 
and outfit them with emergency cots 
and blankets for 100 people as well as 
equipment to set up a reception centre; 
event tents for use outside reception 
centre facilities; cell phones and / or 
satellite phones, laptops, printer/ copiers 
and tech cable; and to support training 
exercises. RDCK staff will manage the 
funds and the project. Kaslo council 
agreed to the proposal.

• A new Water Conservation 

Measures Policy was adopted. The 
policy aligns with the RDCK’s, so that 
residents from Kaslo and area receive 
the same clear, consistent information 
at times of water shortage or drought.

• Bylaw 1211, Fees & Charges, was 
read a first time. The CAO told council 
that this bylaw was the result of work 
by staff over several years to gather all 
fees and charges together into one bylaw.

• A hanger lease held by Joanne 
Winson was approved for reassignment 
to High Terrain Helicopters, and a lease 
for a hangar to be constructed by A. 
Thompson was approved.

by Jan McMurray
About 50 people came out to the 

Langham on November 16 to find out 
what the New Denver-Silverton team 
of ‘secret shoppers’ thought about 
Kaslo. The New Denver-Silverton 
team visited Kaslo on the Saturday 
of the Thanksgiving weekend, during 
the event commemorating the 75th 
anniversary of Japanese-Canadian 
Internment.

They came armed with their 56-
page binders, provided by the BC 
Rural Centre, to help guide the team 
members through their assessments of 
the community.

Randy Morse, communications 
director of the BC Rural Centre, 
explained that the ‘First Impressions’ 
program originated in the 1990s at the 

Kaslo learns from New Denver-Silverton ‘secret shoppers’ in First Impressions exercise
University of Wisconsin in response 
to the observation that “hundreds of 
small towns were being studied to 
death by someone somewhere else” 
and that regular people from small 
towns are probably better observers 
of what is right and wrong about small 
towns than expensive consultants are. 
The BC Rural Centre has tweaked 
the program for the BC Interior, 
and assists pairs of communities 
of similar size to participate. Kaslo 
and New Denver-Silverton are the 
smallest towns so far to go through 
the program.

Kaslo’s outstanding features 
through the eyes of the New Denver-
Silverton team were its friendly people, 
walkability, fantastic trails, spectacular 
setting on the lake, heritage, cultural 

activities, and fibreoptic high-speed 
internet.

The opportunities noted for 
Kaslo were to attract internet-based 
businesses, to improve the marina, to 
redevelop the area above Kaslo Bay 
into a conference or arts centre, and 
to build on the spectacular drive and 
backcountry opportunities offered by 
Hwy 31A between Kaslo and New 
Denver.

The BC Rural Centre’s four 
favourite opportunities for Kaslo, from 
small to humungous, were: ‘Welcome 
to downtown’ signs, (small), determine 
what makes Kaslo unique and build a 
revitalization strategy around this 
(medium), initiate an innovative 
housing project and/ or a community 
investment co-op (large), and work 

with New Denver to turn Hwy 31A 
into ‘the communicultural corridor 
of the Kootenays’ with fibre optic 
internet and small accommodations 
in the backcountry.

When the New Denver-Silverton 
team rolled into Kaslo, their first task 
was to assess the three entrances 
into Kaslo. “The entrance from New 
Denver got the highest marks,” Morse 
said. This entrance is graced by the 
beautiful Kaslo River Trail bridge, 
a lot of informative signage, and a 
trail kiosk with ski poles for the use 
of hikers. 

Although the entrance from the 
north has beautiful views, there is no 
‘Welcome to Kaslo’ signage. The New 
Denver-Silverton team was surprised 
that the south entrance, which gets 
most of the traffic, was under-signed 
and under-equipped.

The team also checked out two 
other entrances into town – the Kaslo 
Bay marina and the airport. A member 
of the team spoke to a man at the 
marina, who was saddened by its 
current state. He remembered when 
the marina was very busy with boats 
getting gas and supplies. The airport 
was not very inviting, either, with 
no directional signage at the turn off 
the highway, and the only sign at the 
airport itself a Province of BC sign 
about the security fencing project. 

The team felt that there is a nice 
variety of homes in Kaslo, and they 
are generally well kept. Missing is 
affordable and rental housing.

The community is very walkable, 
but the team wondered if there is a 
need for a shuttle up to the health 
centre for the elderly and people with 
mobility issues.

Although the health centre looks 
like a nice facility, Kaslo residents who 
spoke to members of the New Denver-
Silverton team said they wish for 
steady doctors and 24/7 emergency.

Education and social services were 
highly praised, with JV Humphries, 
Selkirk College, Lakeside Learning 
Centre, Periwinkle, and the myriad 
of programs offered through North 
Kootenay Lake Community Services. 
It was also noted that a huge number 
of civic services are provided by 
volunteer organizations.

The new Emergency Services 
Building impressed the team, and 
Kaslovians spoke highly of their 
volunteer firefighters, Search and 
Rescue team, and ambulance workers.

The New Denver-Silverton team 
loved Kaslo’s downtown, with its 

great variety and quality of stores, nice 
window displays, heritage buildings, 
terrific selection of restaurants, and 
excellent customer service. “Front 
Street appears to be thriving” and 
“There is a really good business 
atmosphere downtown” were some 
of the team’s comments.

Because Kaslo’s downtown is 
not that visible to people driving 
through, the New Denver-Silverton 
team suggested more signage to draw 
people to the main street. They also 
suggested that a public washroom 
downtown would be helpful.

The Visitor Centre was open, 
and provided a wealth of information 
about the community. It was also noted 
that there is a lot of information about 
Kaslo online. New Denver-Silverton 
team members got the impression 
that there are a lot of recreational 
opportunities, entertainment options 
(particularly at the Langham), and 
events (Jazz Fest, May Days Logger 
Sports and Car Show, Winter in the 
Forest Festival) for tourists. There are 
also wonderful parks and trails in the 
community. The boarded up condos 
above Kaslo Bay Park and the lack of 
conference facilities were noted, and 
some team members felt the Kaslo 
Bay location would be perfect for a 
conference centre.

This project was a collaborative 
effort of the BC Rural Centre, 
the Kaslo and Area Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Slocan District 
Chamber of Commerce.

by Katrine Campbell
Cooper Creek Cedar’s Bill Kestell 

presented the company’s plans for 
logging in an area above Ainsworth 
and just outside Cody Caves Provincial 
Park at a public meeting November 21 
at Ainsworth Hall.

“We want to show you what we’re 
doing,” Kestell said, producing a large 
map and outlining Cooper Creek’s plans. 
He showed the group the cutblocks 
already logged, and the ones that will 
be harvested next.

Several people at the sparsely 
attended meeting questioned those 
plans, concerned about possible damage 

Cooper Creek reveals logging plans for Ainsworth
to their water supply from slides in a 
logged area. They noted the terrain was 
karst (characterized by underground 
drainage systems with sinkholes and 
caves.) One man noted the area culverts 
had dried up during the summer and 
worried about his water supply. Kestell 
responded that lots of places had dried 
up last year, places which weren’t 
affected by logging.

Some feared the hillside terrain 
was similar to Johnson’s Landing, 
which was devastated by a massive 
landslide in July 2012 that killed four 
people. Kestell disputed that, saying 
that the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 

Natural Resource Operations and Rural 
Development (FLNRO) geotechs have 
already determined the Johnson’s 
Landing slide is a unique feature, not 
common on other hillsides around the 
lake. 

“So, no, I won’t accept that 
Ainsworth is similar.”

One man asked for selective logging 
to be done.

“I don’t want you to get the 
impression Cooper Creek is not sensitive 
to your concerns. We do give a shit,” 
he said, but the plans had been set and 
wouldn’t be altered.

“This is not a discussion on whether 
we are going to log or not. We’re going 
to.”

Area D Director Aimee Watson 
stepped in to explain that “once the 
Forest Stewardship Plan goes through, 
everything is standard operating 
procedure. No public consultation is 
required.

“I asked Cooper Creek to consult 
[with you]. Instead of FLNRO doing 
consults, they rely on their relationships 
with forestry companies. Ninety percent 
of Kootenay timber is in watersheds. 
There is no clear line with all these 
variables.

“Bill is going beyond what he is 
required to do.”

Asked who owned liability for any 
damage to homes or watersheds, Watson 
said it was the company. Kestell added 
his role was to do the assessments, and to 
get a professional geotech to review them 
and do a complete and thorough report 
to the reasonable standards of the day.

“I liked the [former] code,” he said. 
“It’s like a stoplight. If you go through 
it, you’re wrong.”

by Jan McMurray
Discussions will begin in January 

with the Village of Kaslo and the City of 
Nelson about integrating the Kootenay 
Lake Shoreline Guidance Document into 
their policies.

Heather Leschied, Kootenay 
Lake Partnership coordinator, gave a 
presentation at the November RDCK 
board meeting about the recently 
completed Kootenay Lake Shoreline 
Guidance Document (SGD), which was 
five years in the making.

Leschied said the Kootenay Lake 
SGD will be used by the provincial and 
federal governments to assist them with 
their decision making on development 
proposals, and added there is now 
potential for integration of the SGD into 
local government policy, allowing for 
consistency across all Kootenay Lake 
local governments.

The first step in the SGD was to do 
a Shoreline Inventory Map and Aquatic 

Kootenay Lake Shoreline 
Guidance Document complete

Habitat Index. Identified along the 
lakeshore while doing this work in 2012 
were: 738 docks, 709 retaining walls, 
114 concrete boat launches, 107 marine 
rails, 35 marinas, and 1776 groynes. 
“Despite this, 63% of the shoreline 
is still considered natural, so there is 
tremendous opportunity to protect it,” 
she said.

The SGD also includes an 
archeological overview and the Ktunaxa 
Nation Cultural Values Study. Leschied 
said the Kootenay Lake SGD is the first 
shoreline guidance document to include 
these two components.

The Kootenay Lake Partnership, 
between local, provincial, federal and 
First Nations governments, formed in 
2010 in response to concerns about 
the increase in development along 
the Kootenay Lake shoreline. The 
partnership is supported financially 
by the RDCK’s sustainability service, 
among other funding sources.
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ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLASSIFIED ADS

ADVERTISING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

TOWING

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & 
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th 

Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

FOR RENT

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

COMING EVENTS
CHRISTMAS FAIRS

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

ANNOUNCEMENTS CARD OF THANKS

AUTOMOTIVE

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
BOTTLES! GRADE 4/5/6 @ Lucerne 
School want to go on a winter trip. They 
will come to collect bottles on Sunday, 
December 3. If you need to get rid of 
them before this date just call the school 
and we will come make an early pick-up. 
250-265-3638.
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
THE TALKING SPADE: Garden Lore 
from North Slocan Elders will be for 
sale at the Christmas craft fair, Silverton 
Memorial Hall December 2, 10-4. Packed 
with gardening tips, recipes and profiles 
of familiar folks from south of Enterprise 
Creek to Hills, this book makes a colourful 
Christmas/solstice gift. Copies also at 
Raven’s Nest or from Anne 358-2666. $25.

4 RIMS 175/65R14 with Michelin 
xIce, two seasons left, 115$ in Beasley. 
earnmyturns@gmail.com

WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and 
ongoing business training and coaching 
while you start your business. And if 
you’re eligible you will usually also receive 
financial support for the first year. To learn 
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS for 
the 2018 North Valley Mountain Film 
Festival are now open and will be 
accepted until the January 31 deadline. 
For submission guidelines please visit 
northvalleyfilmfest.com or direct inquiries 
to northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com

THANK YOU! VALHALLA FINE 
ARTS purchased four more sections of 
staging that fit together with the stage 
in Silverton! With the help of CKCA, 
Silverton Community Club, Silverton 
Gallery, New Denver Youth Centre, Slocan 
Lake Early Learning, LACE, and Lucerne 
PAC, we now have 12 stage sections that 
are available to use in our community. It 
is great when we all work together for a 
common gain. Thanks!!

CANCER PATIENT SUPPORT 
GROUP: Every first and third Thursday 
of each month @ 6 pm in the conference 
room at Arrow Lakes Hospital. Cancer 
Caregivers Support Group: Every second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month @ 7 pm 
in the conference room at Arrow Lakes 
Hospital. For more information, call Linda 
@ 250-265-1397.
WHOLE SCHOOL BLUE MOON 
COFFEE HOUSE! Saturday, December 
9, 5:30-10 pm at the Vallican Whole 
Community Centre! Music, Indian dinner, 
bake sale, silent auction, & kids crafts. 
Admission $3 (kids 12 and under free). 

Dinner $10/adult, $5/child. No alcohol 
please. Call 250-226-7737 for info.
SOCIAL DANCE in New Denver starts 
December 5 for eight sessions. Jive/Swing 
Mix & Smooth Mix - All levels. No partner 
or experience required. $60 per person 
or $100 for both classes. Preregistration 
required:250-358-2448 or magic@redmtn.ca
LUCERNE SCHOOL WINTER 
PERFORMANCE: The community is 
invited to attend the Lucerne School Winter 
Performance. 7 pm on December 20, 2017.
BOTTLES! GRADE 4/5/6 @ Lucerne 
School want to go on a winter trip. They 
will come to collect bottles on Sunday, 
December 3. If you need to get rid of 
them before this date just call the school 
and we will come make an early pick-up. 
250-265-3638.
UP CLOSE & INTIMATE: On sale 
now ~ Vallican Whole’s three-event series 
pass. Cabaret Intime with Eva Tree and 
friends; Be/Longing ~ an original play by 
Marya Folinsbee & Martina Avis; and 2017 
Juno nominee Maria Dunn. $50 for three 
fabulous nights out. A great holiday gift 
that continues into the new year! www.
VallicanWhole.com

NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE Slocan 
Valley Legion Hall 502 Harold St., Slocan. 
December 31 starting at 9 pm. Tickets $15 
ea. (members $10ea.). Tickets at Mountain 
Valley Station in Slocan or phone 355-
2245 or 355-2672 to reserve. Music by DJ 
Extraordinaire, Lisa Stomp! The Legion 
welcomes members & guests.
VALLICAN WHOLE COMMUNITY 
CHOIR Seasonal Singalong and Concert, 
December 17 at 3 pm at the Vallican Whole 
at 3762 Little Slocan South Road. A family 
friendly event, admission by donation.

SILVERTON CHRISTMAS MARKET 
– Saturday, December 2 at Silverton 
Memorial Hall - exciting new and returned 
vendors - sweet / savory refreshments, 
amaryllis, basket draws - local atmospheric 
music. Come out, mingle and support 
our talented craftspeople. Vendors call 
358-2475.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ 
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325 
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.
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AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
THE KINDNESS CORNER – Can’t find 
it in the thrift store? Try me. Proceeds to the 
Thrift Store. 250-358-2886.
RAIN BARRELS – Did you miss out on 
the recent offer by the Villages of Slocan 
and Silverton? We have two of those rain 
barrels for sale, $40 each. 250-358-7218 
or 7215.
DRAFTING TABLES/ SHELVING 
UNITS – Come check them out at the 
Valley Voice office. 250-358-7218.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

IN LOVING MEMORY of Lyla (18) and 
Joel (19) who left us too soon on December 
5, 2013.You are forever missed and loved. 
One of their first times together, taken June 
26, 2011.

Next Valley 
Voice 

Deadline:
December 8, 

2017

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

HEALTH

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

NOTICES

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

PETS

SERVICES

IN MEMORIAM

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

FOR SALE

IN LOVING MEMORY
Matthew George

August 20, 1969 - December 7, 2013
In the rests between the phrases, in the 
cracks between the stars,
In the gaps between the meaning, you are 
there.
In the melting down of endings, in the 
cooling of the sun,
In the solstice of the winter, you are there.
You are there, you are there, you are there.

-J. Howard
REMEMBERING WAYNE GEROW 

today and every day.
Dec. 6, 1938 - Nov. 23, 2013

We are the rememberers,
the people left behind,
to keep the one who’s gone from us
alive in heart and mind,
the people left to cherish
and preserve a legacy.
Yes, we are the rememberers...
and we will always be.

-In loving memory, Theresa, Chris, 
Karen, Kathy, Connie and their families

Sing HU for CALMNESS, protection, 
healing and perspective. It’s for people of 
all faiths, traditions and practices. Check 
out eckankar-bc.ca/husong.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: 
New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build 
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at 
www.proudofmydog.ca

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in stock. 
Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-399-0079.

IN MEMORIAM

submitted
The federal Liberal government 

has announced that they have 
adopted an NDP proposal to close 
a loophole in the Species at Risk 
Act. In September 2017, Richard 
Cannings, MP (South Okanagan 
– West Kootenay) introduced Bill 
C-363, An Act to amend the Species 
at Risk Act in the House of Commons, 
proposing to close a loophole that the 
Canadian government has used for 
years to delay or deny protection for 
species deemed to be at risk. 

 “The Species at Risk Act was 
designed to provide governments 
with a transparent and timely process 
to accept scientific advice on which 
species require protection. Under 
the Act, that advice comes from 
the Committee on the Status of 
Endangered Wildlife in Canada 
(COSEWIC), and the Minister has 
nine months to make a decision—to 
list or not—after receiving that 
advice. Unfortunately, previous 
governments found the wording of 
the Act ambiguous and often chose 
to ignore those timelines.  In fact, the 
Conservative government made no 
decisions at all about listing between 
2011 and 2015, despite the fact that 
82 species were assessed as needing 
that protection” said Cannings.

Bill C-363 proposed to amend 

the Act to make it clear that the 
clock starts when the advice is 
received, and will give the Minister 
of Environment and Climate Change 
a clear deadline to make a decision 
as to whether or not a species will 
be added to the lists in the Act. At a 
meeting of COSEWIC, Environment 
Minister Catherine McKenna today 
announced that the government 
would be enacting Cannings’ 
proposal in government policy. 
“I’m glad the government has seen 
the merit in my proposal and I want 
to thank them for working with me 
to ensure that the Species at Risk act 
functions as it was intended to all 
along,” said Cannings.

Liberals adopt NDP proposal to 
close loophole in Species at Risk Act

CLASSIFIED ADS
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Every Day!
Sunday 11 am - 4 pm
Monday to Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

HOURS
11:30 AM - 8 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
REALTOR®

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

COMMUNITY

submitted
My number one motivation for being 

active on climate change is my 6-year old 
daughter, Grace, and my concerns for the 
world she is coming into. – Rik Logtenberg, 
Nelson.

Last month father Rik Logtenberg took 
his concerns for his daughter’s future to 
Ottawa, where he joined 50 other volunteers 
from across Canada to lobby Parliament for 
more effective climate policies.

“When I talk to Grace about climate 
change,” explains Logtenberg, “I’m talking 
about her life and the world she is going to 
be living in. That makes it very real to me.” 

Logtenberg, a software developer, 
went to Ottawa with two other community 
members, Judy O’Leary and Laura Sacks. 
They volunteer with the nonpartisan, 
nonprofit organization Citizens’ Climate 
Lobby (CCL).

It was a first time lobbying experience 
for O’Leary and Logtenberg but for Sacks, 
who founded and leads the local chapter, 
this was her fifth trip to Ottawa. She has 
also lobbied in Washington, DC.

Father’s concern inspires him to lobby for climate action
“When meeting with Parliamentarians, 

we always come from a place of respect 
and gratitude for their service, while 
connecting on common ground,” said 
Sacks. “This approach opens doors and 
builds relationships, regardless of political 
party.” 

O’Leary, who has a background in 
economics and environmental policy, found 
the lobbying experience very empowering. 
“I saw firsthand the impact of a small group 
of highly skilled, hardworking volunteers. 
It reminds me how effective we can be as 
active citizens.”

The two-day lobbying blitz followed a 
two-day conference where they deepened 
their understanding about climate change 
with engaging speakers like Erin Flanagan 
from The Pembina Institute, Jason Dion 
from Canada’s Ecofiscal Commission, 
Catherine Abreu from Canada’s Climate 
Action Network, and Mark Cameron from 
Canadians for Clean Prosperity.

“Many of us look at the climate crisis 
as too big, and so we don’t know what we 

can do,” explained Logtenberg. “After this 
experience, I see when you step up and 
go to the centre of power where decisions 
are being made, you can have a very 
meaningful impact.” 

Their lobbying ‘asks’ focused around 
improving the Federal carbon pricing 
system: to have it rise over a longer time 
horizon, cover the entire economy, protect 
the lower and middle classes from price 
shocks, protect businesses with border 
carbon adjustments, and remove fossil 
fuel subsides.

In small teams of four or five, they 
met with 44 Members of Parliament (MPs) 
and senators, including local MPs Wayne 
Stetski and Richard Cannings, as well as 
Interior BC Senator Nancy Greene Raine. 

“We were also honoured that Mr. 
Cannings – along with MP Marc Serré 
from Nickel Belt – hosted us at a breakfast 
with the Standing Committee on Natural 
Resources to discuss fossil fuel subsidies,” 
said Sacks. It was the first time ever that all 
three major political parties had MPs at one 

of CCL’s events.
“MPs were very interested in meeting 

with us and they provided constructive 
and strategic feedback,” said O’Leary.  “I 
was reminded that MPs are just ordinary 
hard working people who want to make 
a difference, but they will act only if we 
tell them that climate change is a critical 
issue for us.”

That was a common thread that Sacks 
observed. “The Government needs to hear 
from more Canadians that they care about 
this pressing issue. They do really notice 
the number of personal letters and phone 
calls on each issue.”

“Climate change is the critical issue 
of our times,” continued Sacks, whose 
background is in environmental sciences 
and who now dedicates much of her time to 
climate advocacy. “If we don’t turn things 
around in the next few years, we face the 
grave risk of hitting irreversible tipping 
points in the climate system.”

Globally, as well as here in Canada, 
emissions have yet to start to decline.

Despite these concerns, Logtenberg 
came back from Ottawa feeling hopeful. 

“I understand that our elected leaders 
want to do something. But they need us, 
as citizens, to be their partners to help 
motivate them. It is going to take work, 
but there is hope.

“This is something we can do – that 
we have to do – now, so Grace and other 
children can have a more secure future.”

Judy O’Leary, Laura Sacks, and Rik 
Logtenberg
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by Claire Paradis
F o o d  s e c u r i t y ,  w a t e r 

conservation, where our food comes 
from, and how to get it onto our 
plates are hot topics these days. 
Fortunately, there is a group of 
people working hard to make it easier 
for folks in the Central Kootenay to 
grow and produce local food, and 
for people who live here to access it.

The Central Kootenay Food 
Policy Council met at the Silverton 
Fire Hall on November 23, as its 
first year in existence comes to 
a close. Its first meeting was in 
January this year. The Council has 
a very diverse membership, which 
includes Area D Director Aimee 
Watson, food scientists, farmers, 
retailers, processors, community 
food processors, and representatives 
of Interior Health and the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay 
(RDCK). And they come from all 
corners of the Central Kootenay: 
the Slocan Valley, Nakusp, Kaslo, 
Nelson, and Creston.

The region abounds with groups 
working on food issues. It wasn’t 
long into the meeting chaired by 
Abra Brynne that council members 
were reporting on food projects in 
the region that they are involved in.

The Kootenay Boundary Food 
Producers Co-op has been busy 
working on a resource inventory 
of food storage facilities and 
determining what local producers 
need. 

The Kootenay area has embarked 
on a branding campaign – several, in 
fact. There are three distinct brands 
at the moment, Brynne told the 
Council. She said it would be good 
to harmonize the three and work on 
a marketing strategy, particularly for 
export out of the area.

A forum focusing on farm 
advisors,  market access and 
distribution, and business support for 
food producers will be taking place 
February 27 and 28, 2018. The event 
will be funded by the Columbia 
Basin Trust; keep your eyes peeled 

Central Kootenay Food Policy Council meets in Silverton
for more details. 

The Slocan Valley’s ‘Kootenay 
Food’ has been bringing the kitchen 
to the classroom. The group’s mobile 
kitchen has been traveling to schools 
and communities to teach food 
preparation and preservation skills 
in the Slocan Valley. The group also 
hosted a community sausage party 
at the Valley Kitchen in Winlaw. 
Partygoers not only walked away 
with sausage links, but Winlaw 
students enjoyed sausages with the 
sauerkraut they had learned to make 
in another program, along with 
handmade perogies. 

Meanwhile, Kootenay Organic 
Growers has been certifying local 
farmers and food processors as 
organic producers, and trying to 
make the process as transparent and 
easy as possible. 

Kootenay and Boundary Farm 
Advisors has already done two field 
days for market gardeners and soil 
nutrient management, and has ten 
field days planned for 2018. A March 

10 field day in Nelson will be for new 
farmers. The advisors, a network 
of specialist advisors, researchers, 
consultants and successful producers, 
offer one-to-one support. 

RDCK Area D Director Aimée 
Watson told the Council that she 
continues to work on appealing the 
meat inspection regulations for Area 
D. Watson is going for a special 
designation status, and asking for 
specific criteria, which would cover 
meat only within Area D so there 
would be no competition with other 
producers. 

Watson also said she recognizes 
that farmers need access to a wage 
subsidy that doesn’t require workers 

to be on employment insurance or 
returning to school. She said the 
requirements make it difficult to 
find qualified workers for farms, so 
she is looking into ways to try to 
get farmers the subsidy without the 
restrictions. 

After a delicious light lunch at 
Silverton’s Camp Café, the Council 
broke into work groups and discussed 
what it would take to produce a 
food and farm directory for the 
region. And if that wasn’t enough 
for one day, they also discussed the 
feasibility and need for a Domestic 
Navigator to help Kootenay farmers 
and producers get their food products 
to BC markets. 

submitted
The BC government has taken 

steps to further support recycling 
in communities throughout the 
province by approving a stewardship 
plan for the newspaper sector. 
The stewardship plan and related 
agreements will support Recycle BC 
(formerly Multi-Material BC) in its 
efforts to offer its services to more 
than 30 waitlisted communities that 
otherwise would be further delayed 

Newspaper plan supports recycling in waitlisted communities
in receiving funding and recycling 
services. The plan and agreements 
also help bring the newspaper sector 
into compliance with provincial 
recycling regulations.

The  agreements  commit 
Recycle BC to continue adding 
waitlisted communities as the 
provincial government completes 
its compliance work with producers 
of packaging and paper. Five-
year agreements also commit the 

newspaper sector to contributing to 
the costs of recycling their product by 
making a combination of annual cash 
and rebate payments on provincial 
public-sector newspaper and 
digital-media advertising costs. The 
government will then use those funds 
to help offset Recycle BC’s costs 
to collect newspapers and expand 
services to waitlisted communities.

Taking into account the unique 
challenges faced by the newspaper 
industry provincially and nationally, 
the BC government is supporting 
this plan over its five-year duration 
with temporary support previously 
approved in 2016 and 2017.

Although the costs will not be 
finalized until audited statements 
are submitted, the total provincial 
costs involved over the five years 
are capped at $14 million. The 
government’s net cost, after receiving 
$6 million in advertising rebates, 
estimated at up to approximately 
$8 million.

submitted
On Sunday November 19 at 

approximately 9 am, a vehicle was 
observed travelling at a high rate 
of speed from Little Slocan South 
Road onto Indian Point Road in the 
Slocan Valley. 

The driver lost control and went 

RCMP report: Jeep one, Canada Post zero
off road striking and damaging 
Canada Post mailboxes. The vehicle 
then fled the scene. The vehicle is 
described as a maroon 1990s Jeep 
Cherokee wagon maroon. There will 
be damage to the front of the Jeep, 
specifically around the front driver’s 
side headlight area. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact the Nelson RCMP 
or Crime Stoppers.

CORRECTION
In ‘Arrowtarians looking for 

donations for seniors’ apartments’ 
in our November 16 issue, we 
incorrectly referred to Susan 
DeSandoli as the Arrowtarian Senior 
Citizens’ Society president. In fact, 
she is the fundraising chair. 

A celebration of 
indigenous dance 
and culture
submitted

On December 7, the Capitol 
Theatre will host a full house of 
students from School District #8 
(Kootenay Lake), to engage and 
actively participate in a unique 
performance,  Dance Locale 
Indigenous 2017.

Students can look forward to a 
variety of solo and group dance and 
musical performances, represented 
by multiple indigenous nations. 
In addition to Métis jigging, Pow 
Wow dancers and a traditional Grass 
Dancer, the audience will partake 
in a drumming circle and have the 
honour of hearing some traditional 
Indigenous songs performed.
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is

with

Friday, December 15 
– All day!!

COMMUNITY

Bring Your Kids!
Mr & Mrs Claus are 

coming to the New Denver 
Community Pharmacy

Tuesday, December 12
2-5 pm

Professional photo included 
with your visit, sponsored by 

the pharmacy

Pets welcome, too!

CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPER 
DONATIONS (food or gift) 

WELCOME

submitted
Enrollment notes: A total 

head count of 435.47 FTE student 
enrolment was submitted for the 
September 30 count, a reduction 
of 7 FTE from September 2016. 
November’s FTE is 428, down one 
FTE from October and six FTE since 
September. This is due mostly to the 
Somali refugee family relocating to 
Edmonton from New Denver.

• Burton Elementary School: A 
parent from Burton has approached 
the Superintendent to indicate 
an interest in re-opening Burton 
Elementary School. She indicates 

Superintendent’s Report: A look at re-opening Burton school
that there are up to 15 children of 
elementary age whose families are 
interested in having them attend BES. 
Director of Learning Lorna Newman 
and Superintendent Terry Taylor will 
schedule a meeting to discuss further 
with parents and gain information 
on the children’s ages, grades and 
current enrolment.

•  S ingle  A Boys  Soccer 
Provincials: NSS hosted 16 teams 
from across BC at a thrilling 
tournament November 2 – 4. The 
boys and host NSS students, staff and 
parents were commended for their 
terrific welcome to the visiting teams.

•  The superintendent has 
submitted two Skills Training 
grant applications to support our 
continued work in enhancing options 
for students in skills, trades and 
technology. Application focus aligns 
with Draft Strategic Plan objectives 
to continue support of diverse 
pathways for student passion, interest 
and success. The grant application 
features support for the coding 
initiative, secondary student solar 
energy technologies work experience 
(installation of NES Solar Panels 
scheduled for Spring 2018), GLOWS 
RoboGames Robotics Tournament, 
a Maker Day, and other STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) and STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Math) initiatives.

• A highlight of this year for the 
Kootenay Boundary BCSSA (BC 
School Superintendents Association) 
is our ‘Take Me Outside for Learning’ 
challenge where teachers across the 
Columbia Basin commit to taking 
their classes outside for learning 
either once a week or in each of 
the four seasons. In total, 39 per 
cent of the classrooms across the 
Kootenay Boundary region have 

registered for the ‘Take Me Outside 
for Learning’ challenges with 37 per 
cent of classrooms in School District 
10 committed to place-conscious 
learning out of doors once per week. 

•  Minis t ry  of  Educat ion 
Updates: Grade 11/12 will be fully 
implemented in September 2019, 
one year later than previously 
planned. The Grade 10 curriculum 
will be implemented as planned in 
September 2018. The new Literacy 
Graduation Assessment will be 
moved to align with the new grade 11 
and 12 curriculum implementation. 
As previously planned, the Provincial 
Numeracy Graduation Assessment 
will be taken for the first time in 
January 2018 as part of a staged 
roll-out, with another session in June 
2018. Students currently in Grade 
9 or younger will continue their 
learning with the new curriculum 
throughout their graduation years. 
Students in this group will participate 
in the 2018 Graduation Program, and 
take the new graduation assessments 

Students currently in Grade 10 
may take the Provincial Numeracy 
Assessment starting in January 2018 
and they will take the Provincial 
Literacy Assessment in January, June 

or August 2020. Students currently 
in Grade 11 will continue with the 
current curriculum and it will take 
the new Numeracy Assessment prior 
to graduation. Students currently in 
Grade 12 will not be affected by these 
changes and will continue to work 
on the 2004 Graduation Program 
requirements.

• The Ministry of Education 
is conducting a review of the 
funding formula starting this fall 
and to be concluded next year with 
implementation in March 2019 
budgets. The current enrolment-
based funding formula is not working 
as some districts continue to decline, 
some to increase in enrolment. 
In addition, targeted funding for 
Special Education, Community 
LINK and Strong Start will be 
reviewed and conceivably not be 
special purpose funds as presently. 
Additional funding to the Ministry 
of Education was allocated in June 
to pay for classroom enhancement 
funding for additional teachers 
resulting from the Supreme Court 
decision, but no additional funding 
for inflationary costs in fuel, hydro, 
exempt compensation or other costs 
has been added to provincial budgets.

submitted
British Columbians can now 

provide input to help shape next 
year’s provincial referendum on 
electoral reform as part of the How 
We Vote public engagement. From 
now through February 28, visit 
engage.gov.bc.ca/HowWeVote 
to learn about the characteristics 
of voting systems used here and 
elsewhere in the world, and to 
provide input on key elements of 
the referendum – including ballot 
design, choice of voting systems and 
public funding distribution during 
the referendum campaign period.

“British Columbians deserve 
a say in the question of how we 
elect our members of the legislative 
assembly, and how our society is 
governed,” said Attorney General 

British Columbians asked to help 
shape referendum on electoral reform

David Eby, who launched the 
engagement in the BC legislature 
today. “I encourage everyone to visit 
the engagement website to learn more 
and participate. We want to hear from 
all BC voters.”

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n s  a r e 
encouraged to visit the website to 
complete an online questionnaire, 
provide comments and review the 
submissions of organizations. In 
the new year, more information 
and resources will be added to the 
site, including educational videos 
and graphics, while libraries will be 
provided with information kits to 
help engage British Columbians in 
advance of the fall 2018 referendum.

“This is the first step towards 
asking voters if they want a 
change from our current voting 

system to a system of proportional 
representation,” said Eby. “This is 
about giving British Columbians the 
power to decide how we vote.”

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p u b l i c 
engagement, the Ministry of Attorney 
General will prepare a report with 
recommendations, which will be 
presented by the Attorney General to 
cabinet and made public in advance.

Government introduced the 
Electoral Reform Referendum Act, 
2018, on October 4, 2017, to establish 
the referendum, which will be held 
no later than November 30, 2018. 
The referendum will be conducted 
through a mail-in ballot, with results 
binding at 50 per cent plus one of the 
vote provincewide.

To learn more, go to engage.
bc.ca/HowWeVote.

Eloise Charet and Elly Scheepens made the journey from New Denver to Nakusp to sell their wares at the PALS Christmas Market, November 25.
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Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition 
of Crown Land
Take notice that the Red Mtn. Internet Society located at Silverton, 
BC has applied to the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD),  Kootenay 
Boumdary Region, for a License of Occupation for communica-
tion site purpose,  situated on provincial crown land north of New 
Denver and containing 0.01 hectares more or less.
Coordinates N 50.05.779 W 117.23,886.

The Lands File for this application is 4405866.
For more information; or, to submit written comments concerning 
this application, please visit the website at https://arfd.gov.bc.ca/
ApplicatioPposting/index.jsp

> Search>Search by file number: 4405866.

Written comments can also be directed  to Authorizations Spe-
cialist, FLNRORD, Kootenay Boundary Region, 1902 Theatre 
Road, Cranbrook BC, V1C7G1.  Comments will be received by 
FLNRORD up to Dec, 22, 2017.  FLNRORD may not be able to 
receive comments after this date.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be con-
sidered part of the public record.  Access to these records requires 
the submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) request.  Visit
https://www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation

ALFRED 
CHILTON 
1941 - 2017 

Alfred Chilton, 75, passed away 
Thursday, November, 16 at his home 
in Nakusp. 

Alfred lived the majority of his life 
in the Beaton, BC area logging, 
trapping and caring for family. 
He was a loving son, an amazing 

brother, and a reliable friend. Always hard working, little changed when 
he retired to Nakusp in the late 1990’s where he volunteered long hours 
at the golf course and his sister, Mattie’s, restaurant. He golfed, gambled, 
and collected cans and bottles with unequalled passion. More importantly, 
he was surrounded by many wonderful friends. Alfie’s surviving sisters, 
Mattie and Eilene, and his brother, Henry, would like to thank them for 
this gift. We will all miss this gentle, thoughtful man.

While there will not be a service by his request, poker and golf gathering 
are being planned in Alfred’s memory. Family and Alfie would appreciate 
donations to the Royal Canadian Legion and the Nakusp Golf Club in 
lieu of flowers. 

Travel safely brother.

by Claire Paradis
Silverton Councillor Bill Christian 

outlined concerns with the proposed 
logging operation in the Silverton 
watershed in his November 14 report 
to council. He recently joined a field 
trip to the site, along with Splatsin 
Development Corporation Forestry 
Supervisor Brad Sindlinger and 
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society 
representatives.

The Splatsin Development 
Corporation was awarded a 5-year 
First Nations non-renewable licence 
for the tenure in the Slocan Valley 
formerly held by Springer Creek Forest 
Products. The development area in 
the Silverton watershed is part of this 
licence area.

“Cutblock one, which is above 
Carpenter Creek and New Denver, 
will be visible from downtown New 

Denver. It will be the new focal point 
on Idaho Peak,” Christian said.

Over the entire licence area, 40% 
of the cut volume has to be taken from 
slopes with grades greater than 45%, 
Christian reported. This was met with 
audible surprise around the council 
table.

“So that’s a lot of very steep 
terrain,” said Christian. 

Christian agreed with Councillor 
Main’s assessment that one of the four 
proposed cutblocks will appear as a 
large clearcut, as it borders an older 
clearcut block.

Christian said he believes the 
reserve areas around waterways were 
extended from the required ten metres 
to 20 metres on the recommendation 
of one field trip invitee. “That was 
encouraging,” he told council. 

Christian expressed concerns that 

Logging proposal in Silverton watershed concerns Silverton council
uprooting stumps in the watershed to 
prevent the spread of root rot could turn 
the area into a mess.

“If they find any root rot, they’re 
required to pull the stumps and turn 
them over,” said Christian, who then 
referenced a cutblock up Silverton 
Creek as an example that illustrates 
his concerns. 

Councillor Main added that at a 
recent meeting, Ministry of Forests, 
Lands, Natural Resource Operations 
and Rural Development (MFLNRO) 
representatives asserted that forests 
can’t be managed just for their timber 
value. They said they would help with 
management of lands for multiple 
values. 

Councillor Christian noted that the 
name of Splatsin’s forestry enterprise 
translates to ‘Caretakers of the Land.’ 

“If we take them for their word 

on that… and if we say we’re really 
concerned about this, and maybe this 
is not a good area to log at all… maybe 
we can convince them they shouldn’t 
be there at all.”

Christian also brought up the blue-
listed Bull Trout in Silverton Creek. He 
is concerned that the logging would be 
“taking a big risk” with this endangered 
species.

Christian said that according to a 

report by consultant Jeremy Baxter, 
70% of adult male Bull Trout in Slocan 
Lake gather at the mouth of Silverton 
Creek and are sensitive to silt, metal 
content, and temperature changes 
in the water. Main said it might be 
important to contact MFLRO to ensure 
the trout are protected. 

Council also directed staff to look 
into the cost and timeframe to get an 
independent report from a hydrologist. 

submitted
The new allowable annual 

cut (AAC) for the Arrow Timber 
Supply Area (TSA) is being slightly 
reduced to 500,000 cubic metres, 
the Province’s chief forester Diane 

Arrow Timber Supply Area AAC gets slight reduction
Nicholls announced today.

“After consulting with First 
Nations and looking at all available 
information on timber and non-
timber resources in the TSA, I 
am satisfied the harvest level will 
accommodate objectives for all 
forest resources over the next 10 
years and, at the same time, support 
social and economic goals in the 
area,” said Nicholls.

The chief forester’s determination 
takes into consideration winter range 
for ungulates, including mule deer, 
white tailed deer, rocky mountain elk 
and moose. Grizzly bear populations 
are protected through wildlife habitat 
areas.

The leading tree species are 
subalpine fir and Engelmann spruce 
at higher elevations and Douglas 
fir, lodgepole pine, western larch, 
western hemlock and western red 
cedar at lower elevations.

The Arrow TSA covers about 
1.29 million hectares with 186,466 
hectares available for timber 
harvesting. In 2005, the AAC was 
set at 550,000 cubic metres per year. 
Subsequent landbase withdrawals 
for two new community forests in 

2011 reduced the effective AAC to 
513,700 cubic metres. The new cut 
level is a three per cent reduction 
from the 2011 AAC. It reflects 
wildlife habitat needs and a lack of 
timber harvesting in isolated areas.

Currently, three lumber mills, 
one pulp mill, four pole mills, one 
veneer mill and one post and rail 
mill are operating within the timber 
supply area. Communities include 
Slocan, Silverton, New Denver and 
Nakusp, as well as Rossland, Trail, 
Castlegar, and Salmo.

The chief forester’s allowable 
annual cut determination is an 
independent, professional judgment 
based on information ranging from 
technical forestry reports, First 
Nations and public input to the 
government’s social and economic 
goals. Under the Forest Act, the 
chief forester must determine the 
allowable annual cut in each of the 
province’s 37 timber supply areas 
and 34 tree farm licences at least 
once every 10 years.

A copy of the allowable annual 
cut determination is available from 
the Selkirk Natural Resource District 
office or online at gov.bc.ca.

Communities, 
regulators lack data 
to protect freshwater 
ecosystems
submitted

British Columbians regard their 
province’s rivers, lakes, streams, 
and wetlands as its “most precious 
resource,” but nobody knows how those 
ecosystems are faring against a range of 
threats because critical data is outdated, 
inaccessible, incomplete, or missing.

That’s the conclusion of Murky 
Waters: Taking a Snapshot of 
Freshwater Sustainability in BC, a 
new Real Estate Foundation of British 
Columbia (REFBC) report. The authors 
set out to score provincial progress 
towards a range of freshwater-health 
goals, but were thwarted by missing 
data. They found instead that key 
decision makers have an incomplete 
picture of the challenges and threats 
most needing attention.

Though most BC local governments 
have a handle on conservation plans and 
water health, other critical measures 
– on lake water quality, wastewater 
treatment levels, and more – fall short.

“As every business owner knows, 
you can’t manage what you can’t 
measure,” says REFBC chair Mandy 
Hansen. “Senior governments need 
improve data collection, monitoring, 
and reporting, so we can better care for 
BC’s freshwater ecosystems.”

British Columbians feel strongly 
that governments must defend 
freshwater ecosystems. In polling 
conducted in 2013 for the REFBC, 
93 per cent of respondents agreed 
that “fresh water is our most precious 
resource,” while 89 per cent favoured 
strict province-wide rules and standards 
for water protection.

Murky Waters is the first in a series 
of three ‘snapshot’ reports that will take 
stock of key BC issues. Two subsequent 
reports will assess, separately, the state 
of the built environment and local and 
sustainable food systems.
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Waneta Plaza
The City of Christmas 

Santa is here until December 23

Waneta Plaza
The City of Christmas 

Santa is here until December 23
Thursday & Friday 
 11 am to 4 pm
Saturday and Sunday 
 1 to 6 pm
Digital photos with Santa
   One 4 x 6 $8
   Four 4 x 6 $25
   One USB – 6 photos or more $25
 

Extended Holiday 
Shopping Hours 
to December 23
Monday to Friday 
 9:30 to 9:00
Saturday and Sunday 
 9:30 to 5:30 

See us at 
wanetaplaza.com or
Call for information 
250-368-5202


