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by Jan McMurray
The first week of the Lemon 

Creek fuel spill public prosecution 
trial was set for September 25-29 in 
the Nelson courthouse. A few local 
residents and members of the press 
showed up on Monday expecting to 
hear the opening arguments. Instead, 
Executive Flight Centre’s counsel, 
Chris Archer, put forward two pre-
trial motions that – if the judge grants 
them – would end the trial before it 
gets started.

Justice Lisa Mrozinski said she 
would give her decisions and reasons 
on the pre-trial motions on Monday, 
October 30 at the latest. This is the 
next date scheduled for the trial. 
She also set an additional week in 
January (January 29-February 1) to 
make up for the lost time this first 
week.

The reason that Archer’s pre-trial 
motions would effectively end the 
trial revolve around a ruling in the 
‘Regina vs. Jordan’ Supreme Court 
case – that, except in some limited 
cases, provincial court trials must 
conclude within 18 months from the 
date charges were laid.

Archer ’s first motion was 
to adjourn the case for eight 
months due to concerns around 
disclosure of evidence. An eight-
month adjournment would take the 
case to May 2018, which is past 
the 18-month limit. The federal 
government laid charges on July 22, 
2016; 18 months from that date is 
somewhere around January 22, 2018.

Archer’s second motion was to 
stay the case based on the Jordan 
ruling. He argued that the case 
started with the private prosecution, 
launched by Slocan Valley resident 
Marilyn Burgoon on September 29, 
2014, and thus the case is already 
well past the 18-month limit. The 
Crown’s position is that the Jordan 
timeline in this case should start 
with the public prosecution on July 
22, 2016.

When arguing for the eight-
month adjournment based on 
disclosure concerns, Archer said, 
“The case commenced in November 
2014, the federal Crown comes 
onto the file and stays the charges 
in January 2016, and nothing was 
disclosed until October… We won’t 
be able to catch up meaningfully 
until this trial is over, and that’s not 
fair.” 

Archer spoke about the difficulty 
he’s had getting original electronic 
photographs with metadata from the 
Crown. He said his expert collision 
reconstructionist Daniel Ryan needs 
these electronic files before he can 
complete his report. 

Archer also said he cannot cross-
examine the Crown’s witnesses 
without receiving all the evidence 
before the trial starts. “All the 
evidence combined goes into the 
defense theory and that theory must 
be put to all Crown witnesses,” he 
said.

Crown Prosecutor John Cliffe 
argued that the Crown had complied 
with its disclosure obligations 
and had not withheld or delayed 
disclosure. He provided the first 
body of disclosure materials on 
October 5, 2016, and the defense 
didn’t ask for any more specific 
disclosure, particularly the electronic 
files, until July 2017. This was 
around the time that the defense met 
with their collision reconstructionist 
expert. All files requested by defense 
in July that the Crown was able to 
obtain were disclosed on August 25. 

“It’s the responsibility of the 
defense to forward the disclosure to 
their experts and find out if they need 
anything else,” Cliffe said. 

Cliffe also said that the Crown 
experts wouldn’t be called until the 
end of the trial, so the trial could 
start and Ryan (the defense expert) 
would have time to complete his 
report before Archer would be cross-
examining the Crown experts.

In closing, Archer said the court 
should consider that an eight-month 
adjournment would mean that “this 
case is over, so this is for all the 
marbles, so to speak.”

After hearing both sides on 
the motion for adjournment, 
Justice Mrozinski said she was not 
convinced that she would grant 
it. “Unless something dramatic 
happens, I am not going to grant an 
adjournment,” she said. Her decision 
and reasons for her decision will 
be provided “as soon as I can – not 
today, not tomorrow.”

The accused in this case are 
Executive Flight Centre, represented 
by Chris Archer; Danny LaSante, the 
driver of the fuel truck that ended up 
in the creek, represented by Alain 
Hepner; and the Province of BC, 
represented by Angela Davies.

Hepner  s igned  on to  the 

application for adjournment. 
He wasn’t able to sign onto the 
application for the stay, because 
LaSante wasn’t charged in Burgoon’s 
private prosecution. He was charged 
by the federal Crown in July 2016, so 
there is still time under the ‘Jordan’ 
18-month limit for his trial to be 
concluded.

Davies didn’t sign onto either 
application.

The Lemon Creek fuel spill 
occurred on July 26, 2013. About 
33,000 litres of jet fuel spilled into 
the creek when Executive Flight 
Centre driver Danny LaSante took 
a wrong turn up Lemon Creek Road 
and lost control of the vehicle. He 
was delivering a tanker full of jet 
fuel to the provincial government’s 
staging area for the Perry Ridge 
wildfire.

After the spill, when it seemed 

as if the provincial and federal 
governments were not going to 
prosecute, Burgoon brought charges 
privately under the federal Fisheries 
Act against the Province of BC and 
Executive Flight Centre. The federal 
government took over in January 
2016 and stayed the case, then 
launched the public prosecution in 
July 2016.

All three defendants have pled 
not guilty to charges under the 
federal Fisheries Act of depositing a 
deleterious substance in a waterway 
frequented by fish and charges 
under the provincial Environmental 
Management Act for introducing 
waste into the environment.

Other legal actions in connection 
with the fuel spill are underway, 
including a class action lawsuit for 
residents who were evacuated during 
the spill.

First week of Lemon Creek fuel spill trial lost to delays

Shauna and Dayna Fidler, organizers of the Press Fest event at Slocan Park Hall September 24. See story on page 8.
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by Jan McMurray
Logging in community watersheds 

was the topic of a discussion between 
the RDCK board and Interior Lumber 
Manufacturers’ Association (ILMA) 
representatives at the September 21 
RDCK board meeting in Nelson.

Community watershed logging discussed at RDCK board meeting
Several Ymir residents were in 

attendance, as their watershed is slated 
for logging in a BC Timber Sales 
operation. In May, the RDCK board 
passed a resolution to send letters to the 
Minister of Forests and BCTS to request 
a stop to logging preparations in the 

Ymir watershed “due to the impact this 
operation would have on the sensitive 
volume and quality of the water used 
by the community.” The RDCK owns 
the Ymir water system.

Ken Kalesnikoff, chair of ILMA 
and owner of Kalesnikoff Lumber, said 
during the discussion that he couldn’t 
speak for BCTS, as BCTS is not a 
member of ILMA. ILMA membership 
is made up of the smaller independent 
lumber manufacturers in the interior 
such as Kalesnikoff, Atco, Porcupine, 
and Stella-Jones.

Kailee Woodbeck, silviculture 
specialist at Kalesnikoff, made a 
presentation that listed the concerns of 
the public and of the licencees around 
community watershed logging. She said 
public concerns include water quality 
and quantity, landslides, loss of habitat 
and biodiversity, loss of old growth, and 
public access to the backcountry.

From the licencees’ perspective, 
more public education and research 
is needed, she said. “We feel there’s 
room for improvement on the public 
education side with regard to the amount 
of time [forest professionals] put into 
planning…”  She also said that licencees 
would like more support from post 
secondary institutions and government 
for research.

Another ILMA wish is for a 
portion of stumpage revenues to stay in 
communities for enhanced watershed 
management.

Timber supply is a big concern 
for ILMA members. “Upwards of 
80% of our operating areas are within 
watersheds, so it’s very important – it 
affects the viability of our businesses.”

Regarding public access to the 
backcountry, Woodbeck said ILMA 
doesn’t want to increase access, and 
wants to work with communities to 
address this issue.

Woodbeck also spoke about the 
history of logging legislation. Prior to 
1980, there were no special regulations 
for community watersheds, so there 
were problems such as increased 
sedimentation and increased peak 
flows, which lead to sloughing, slides, 
and disturbed stream channels. However, 
current regulations under the Forest and 
Range Practices Act are much tighter, she 
said, requiring hydrological assessments, 
detailed drainage planning, re-planting 
within two years, and monitoring.

She also said that ILMA members 
refer their Forest Stewardship Plans as 
well as cutting permit plans to the public.

Dwane Sorenson of Kalesnikoff 
spoke about the licencees’ timber supply 
concerns. He outlined how the timber 
harvesting land base has shrunk over 
the years due to the increase in parkland, 
restrictions in caribou habitat, wildfires, 
and visual quality objectives. 

“When you made the resolution on 
Ymir… people were concerned about 
what are the implications to the rest of the 
timber supply area with that resolution? 
What makes Ymir more special? What 
are we left with if there’s no community 
watershed work? … The concerns of 
the public and us, how do we work 
together to get some of those on the 
table and resolved?” Sorenson asked in 
his presentation.

During the discussion after the 
presentation, Director Davidoff (Area 
I Rural Castlegar) told the ILMA 

delegation that the RDCK was advocating 
for the provincial government to form a 
Task Force that would consult with local 
governments to identify all concerns in 
consumptive watersheds. “Does ILMA 
support creation of that task force?” he 
asked. 

Ken Kalesnikoff answered that he 
would have to take it to the association, 
but he felt there would be support for 
that.

Director Popoff (Area H Slocan 
Valley) asserted that public consultation 
on logging operations was lacking, and 
asked if open houses or public meetings 
would be held to inform the public of 
harvesting plans. Kalesnikoff answered 
from his company’s perspective. “We 
have put every effort to do exactly 
that. That is paramount. If we go into 
conversation with the people up front, we 
gain traction when we do it that way. If we 
hold an open house or town hall meeting, 
there’s definitely passion around it and 
it’s difficult to have a productive, solid 
meeting in that environment. So we 
do field trips, and we try to have each 
community form watershed committee 
and that makes the dialogue easier.”

Director Jackman (Area A East 
Shore) asked if ILMA members would 
commit to putting public consultation 
into their FSPs. Kalesnikoff responded 
that he could take that to the membership, 
as well.

Director Faust (Area E North Shore) 
asked, “Will you agree that there are 
some watersheds that are too sensitive 
to enter?” Kalesnikoff and Sorenson 
both replied that there might be, but they 
haven’t seen one yet. They said there 
are sensitive watersheds, but there are 
always ways to work in them. Director 
Faust also brought up the issue of climate 
change.

Sorenson indicated that the logging 
community was struggling with “all the 
different opinions on climate change.”

As regards to fuel treatment in the 
wildland urban interface, Sorenson 
said it was unclear whether shaded fuel 
breaks or clearcuts are more effective. 
He said shaded fuel breaks are great if 
the fire starts in the break, but useless if 
the fire starts further up the mountain and 
spreads down to the break. 

Director Kozak (City of Nelson) said 
that local governments are now coming 
to the table because they are responsible 
for water in their communities. She said 
the proposed Task Force for Watershed 
Management is potentially a model for 
the whole province. “This ‘us and them’ 
has to stop,” she said. “There’s not one 
director here who is anti-logging. We 
are pro community… We’re looking for 
opportunities to work together.”

“I appreciate that and we agree 
totally,” responded Kalesnikoff. “At the 
end of the day, we’re all in this together. 
We need to learn to work together.”
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by Jan McMurray
Must we change? Can we change? 

Will we change?
Laura Sacks addressed these 

three questions in her presentation, 
‘Reframing climate change from 
despair to opportunity’ at Knox Hall on 
September 24. Sacks is founder of the 
local chapter of the Citizens Climate 
Lobby and is a Climate Reality Leader, 
recently trained in Washington by Al 
Gore with 800 people from 26 countries.

The answer to the first two questions 
was a resounding yes, while the 
answer to the third remains to be seen. 
Sacks’ presentation certainly inspired 
confidence that we can and hopefully 
will.

Must we change? Sacks provided 
some astounding facts that made the 
answer to this question glaringly obvious. 

We are pumping 110 million tons 
of manmade global warming pollution 
into the atmosphere every 24 hours. 
“We’re using our atmosphere as our 
sewer for global warming pollution from 
things like coal mining, fertilization, 
agriculture, and land transportation,” 
she said.

Sixteen of the 178 hottest years on 
record have been since 2001, and this 
past year was the warmest. In 2015, 
1,200 people died in the heat wave in 
Pakistan and India. The temperature in 
Iran hit 53.7°C on June 29, 2017, an all-
time country record. Parts of Africa and 
the Middle East could be too hot to live in 
by the end of the century. Droughts and 
wildfires are becoming all too common.

About 90% of the excess heat is 
going into the oceans, resulting in record 
hurricanes. The hydrological cycle is 
accelerating and extreme flooding is 
increasing worldwide. 

Glaciers and ice sheets are melting 
rapidly and causing sea levels to rise. Sea 
levels rose eight inches on average in the 
20th century, and will rise at least seven 
feet in this century.

Climate change is also a health 
emergency, Sacks said, affecting our 
food, air quality, water, and mental 
health. Heat stress affects us physically, 
and infectious disease is on the rise. 
“Tropical diseases are on the move in 
the warm air,” she said.

In the Kootenays, research shows 
that we can expect more summers like 

this year’s with fires and water shortages, 
impacts to fish from warmer water, 
less snow, retreating glaciers, more 
flooding and mudslides, a change in 
the distribution of species, a shift from 
forest to grasslands at low elevations, 
an increase in vector-borne disease, and 
a longer but less predictable growing 
season.

Can we change? Yes, we can.
“We have solutions,” Sacks said. 

“There’s some very exciting information, 
especially in the green technology / green 
energy sector.”

Wi n d  h a s  b e e n  g r o w i n g 
exponentially and could supply the 
world’s energy needs 40 times over. 
Solar is also growing more quickly than 
expected, and the cost is going down. 
There’s enough solar energy that reaches 
the earth every hour to fill all the world’s 
energy needs for a full year. People 
are switching to LED lighting. Auto 
manufacturers are moving to electric 
vehicles. In 2018, there will be electric 
vehicle charging stations all over the 
Kootenays.

Will we change?
“We’re right at the brink,” Sacks 

said, but there are a lot of positive signs.
Virtually every country in the world 

signed on to the 2015 Paris Agreement 
to achieve net zero GHG emissions. 
Although Trump wants to pull the US out 
of the agreement, it would take over three 
years and wouldn’t come into play until 
after the next election. Despite Trump, 
states and cities have pledged to do all 
they can to fight climate change.

The West  Kootenay 100% 
Renewable project of the West Kootenay 
EcoSociety is asking municipalities in 
the region to strive toward the 100% 
renewable energy goal by 2050. “There 
was lots of excitement about this at the 
recent conference in Castlegar,” said 
Sacks.

One of the UN’s sustainable 
development goals is climate change, 
“but every goal can be linked to climate 
change,” she said.

People are coming out for huge 
climate marches around the world. The 
Our Children’s Trust lawsuit has been 
launched against the US government 
for not looking out for the children’s 
long-term future.

Other positive signs are the 
divestment movement (lobbying to keep 
fossil fuels in the ground), increasing 

carbon pricing around the world, and 
a recent move by banks to consider 
the risks and opportunities of climate 
change. “When the banks get involved, 
the money is shifting, and that’s really 
important,” she said.

However, “we’re still at a crossroads. 
There’s lots of vested interest in business 
as usual. It will take a lot of us getting 
together and letting our leaders know 
where we want to go… We need political 
will.”

Sacks encouraged everyone to 
think of ways to get involved. She can 
be reached at ccl.westkootenay@gmail.
com. The talk was part of the Hidden 
Garden Gallery’s ‘Food for Thought’ 
series.

Yes, we can! Climate change presentation inspires confidence

by Jan McMurray
The annual BC Rivers Day 

celebration sponsored by the Perry 
Ridge Water Users Association was held 
at Crescent Valley Hall on September 24. 

The guest speaker, Frank Fowler, 
retired instructor of geology and 
hydrology at Selkirk College, spoke 
about the relationship between climate 
change and rivers.

But first, Sinixt Elder Marilyn 
James welcomed everyone to the event. 
She spoke about the importance of 
water, and the privilege of living in 
the pristine Slocan watershed. A short 
video featuring James was shown, called 
‘Sinixt Laws and the Language of Water.’

In the video, James says, “Whatever 
resources there are here on the land and 
in the water dictate how we must uphold 
our responsibility to everything. That 
tells us how to live in a sustainable way 
on this landscape.”

Fowler’s talk on climate change 
and rivers underlined how far away 
we are from living in a sustainable 
way on the landscape. He explained 
that climate change is the result of the 
addition of manmade greenhouse gases 
into the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide 
and methane are the most harmful 
GHGs, and come from activities such as 
burning fossil fuels, mixing cement, and 
agriculture. He said there is potential for 
a huge amount of methane to be released 
by the melting permafrost – a secondary 
effect of global warming.

Fowler explained that the climate 
has changed in the past; at times it’s been 
colder and at times it’s been warmer. 
“But one of the key issues is, how fast 
did it change? If it changes slowly over 
millions of years, species can adapt and 
evolve. They move from one place to 
another. If it happens rapidly, you get 
mass extinctions because animals and 
plants cannot keep up with that change.”

More precipitation and warmer 
temperatures are characteristics of 
climate change, and these affect runoff, 
which in turn affects rivers. Fowler said 
that the spring freshet will come a little 

BC Rivers Day celebrated in Crescent Valley
earlier and will bring more water with 
it. Low water will be lower, and the fall 
runoff will again be heavier, and will 
come a little later.

“Some organisms could suffer 
because they are not ready for it,” 
Fowler said. He said the change in runoff 
patterns will create more silt, which 
could choke the river system and create 
a lot more erosion. 

“The silt could affect salmon 
spawning,” he said. “Some streams 
might dry up or get warmer. Some fish 
can take that and others, like salmonoids 
and trout, can’t. So they will be replaced 
by junk fish – fish that are not as tasty.”

Another consequence of a higher 
peak runoff in spring is severe flooding, 
which could bring pollution with it. “So 
you might get algae blooms, which take 
oxygen out of the water, resulting in dead 
zones,” he said. Oxygen is driven out of 
the river as the temperature rises, he said. 
Fish that are sensitive to temperature, 
like salmonoids, “first get sick, then 
they can’t reproduce, and then they are 
gone and their place is taken by another 
species. Scavengers reduce the oxygen 
level even more.”

Once the snowfields and glaciers 
are gone, he said, “you don’t have that 
reservoir of water to call on in the late 
summer to keep the stream flowing. You 
might have longer and longer periods 
where the stream is dry in the summer.”

Fowler said the definition of a 
river is a water course that flows from 
source to mouth, ultimately to the 
ocean. However, a broad definition of a 
river could include ocean currents and 
atmospheric wind patterns, “which take 
huge amounts of water and, under the 
influence of gravity, redistribute a huge 
amount of water and heat energy from 
the tropics to the poles.”

“In these last two rivers, who are 
the fish?” he asked. “We are the fish, 
and we are subject to similar problems. 
We will get displaced and our political 
boundaries will be inconvenient.”

Fowler said people living close to 
shorelines will be displaced by rising 

sea levels, and others by dead zones. 
“The Gulf of Mexico, for example, used 
to be productive but is becoming an 
increasingly larger dead zone,” he said. 
Pollution from farming and other human 
activities have stimulated algae growth in 
the gulf, which has used up the oxygen 
needed to support marine life.

“We still don’t know if we’re past 
the tipping point,” Fowler concluded, 
and encouraged people to find ways 
of using less fossil fuels, and to join a 
group like the Perry Ridge Water Users 
Association, Streamkeepers or River 
Watch.
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Flim-Flam Man
Top to bottom, head to toe
Donald Trump is just for show.
Snake oil salesman, con artist, too.
Alternative facts? Oh, just a few.

“Lawsuits? Easy! I never pay
Eventually creditors go away.
Take me seriously if you can,
But I am just a Flim-Flam Man.”

Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

What’s to become 
of the Slocan 
Lake waterfront 
in Slocan?

When the mill shut down, a few 
people started meeting regularly to 
ponder just this question. Before 
the mill, that whole semi-circular 
waterfront area was magnificent, 
hosting the best beach and some of 
the most beautiful big trees of the 
entire region. Then, for the decades 
when the mill was in operation, while 
there were economic gains, Slocan 
and surrounds had to put up with 
a lot of noise and smoke. What’s 
next? Will the land return again to 
the public domain?

The group still meets and became 
the Slocan Waterfront Restoration 
and Development Society, hosting 
its first AGM October 12. After all 
those meetings, it comes down to 
wanting to help minimize negative 
social and environmental impacts. 
Help them facilitate, educate, and 
oversee what might be next in the 
dedicated and ingenious way that 
only local caring people can.

Here for the long term? Consider 
adding your voice.

Daphne Fields
Slocan

Donation 
Store asks for 
consideration 
from customers

The Donation Store has kept 
the Bosun Hall functional and 
contributed toward upgrades. 
Contributions of re-saleable items 
and cash have allowed volunteers, 

Climate change: 
there’s reason for hope

With all we’re hearing about the 
changing climate – mega hurricanes, 
massive wildfires, rising sea levels, 

scorching heat waves – it’s difficult 
to have hope.

But there’s plenty of good news:  
It’s clear that preventing climate 
change brings about economic, 
health, and other co-benefits.  

According to the International 
Energy Agency, global CO2 
emissions have plateaued for the 
past three years, even as the global 
economy grew.

The carbon price movement is 
growing. Forty countries and 24 
cities, states, and regions are putting 
a price on carbon.

Wind and solar costs have 
dropped dramatically. Clean energy 
subsidies and carbon pricing will 
accelerate this further.

China’s coal usage has peaked 
and is now declining. Their 
renewable energy sector is growing 
faster than its fossil fuel and nuclear 
power capacity.

The divestment movement 
boasts 668 signatories around the 
world.

Though Trump withdrew from 
the Paris Agreement, many states, 
cities, counties, and universities 
have committed to the emissions 
reductions.

Standing Rock showed the power 
of a diverse grassroots movement led 
by those most vulnerable to fossil 
fuel exploitation.

Recognizing progress keeps us 
hopeful and avoids the feeling of 
helplessness. We must continue to 
reach across traditional boundaries 
and build a better world for all.

Carole Summer
Kaslo

including select summer residents, to 
provide a much appreciated service 
to the broader community. However, 
our volunteer staff members are 
weary and overwhelmed; sorting 
through stuff that no one will 
purchase and sending truckloads 
of stuff, both to Nelson and to the 
landfill, is taking a toll. We cannot 
do it all. We are putting a limit of 
two bags of clothing or two boxes 
of “stuff” per drop off. 

Please consider ways of helping 
the volunteers. High grading is one 
way – bringing only your best, your 
cleanest and most usable items. 
Folks can take large loads of clothing 
to Positive Apparel at 721 Front 
Street in Nelson; they are able to ship 
it elsewhere. Clothing exchanges and 
more selective shopping are also 
helpful. Meanwhile, thank you for 
your continued support!

Carol Bell
Silverton

Log to leave a 
forest

I must applaud Tom Prior’s best 
letter yet in your last issue. Our 
forests are in a sad state of affairs. 
If people don’t get their bodies out 
there and create enough issues to 
make a difference, it will be what 
amounts to a corporate takeover of 
our forests.

BCTS has been less than truthful 

to me in the past and I doubt they 
have changed much... the loggers are 
only following orders and the spirit 
of our planet which is in the trees is 
routinely being decimated by men 
and machines.

Plants are sentient and telepathic 
as was shown in the ‘60s (The Secret 
Life of Plants) and I shudder to think 
what lies in store for Glacier Creek 
once the logging begins in earnest... 
already the road-building blasting 
has seemed to impact Glacier Creek. 
When steep slopes on shallow soil 
are logged, what then? Will heating 
the valley, as clearcuts do, have 
impact on the MacBeth Ice fields? 
Does anybody care?

Glacier Creek was burned up 
high this summer. This is the route to 
Jumbo but they still hope to decimate 
it. I was told we have too much area 
to log to leave a forest.

I was also told by a one-time 
logger in the UK that if anyone left a 
mess like the 4 km and 5 km logging 
on the Duncan Mainline, they would 
never work again there.

Cutting all the young trees is a  
reprehensible practice. A moratorium 
on burning and a mandate for 
chipping instead is imperative. It’s 
the only way to go.

The smoke and heat are good for 
nothing. Chipping is the way to deal 
with waste wood – that or opening 
it up to gleaners. It may cost more. 

so if you don’t want to chip, don’t 
cut as much.

We can do so much better if 
we just slow down the machine 
onslaught and have careful, caring 
men out there doing the work.

Log  to  Leave  a  Fores t . 
Deforestation kills more than trees.

Gabriela Grabowsky
Kaslo

Get a battery-
operated smoke 
alarm

Thank you for the excellent 
article by Art Joyce about the fire 
danger connected with smart meters.  
Saskatchewan removed the meters 
after discovering the fire danger 
associated with them. In BC, we 
have similar meters that are not being 
removed.  BC Hydro and Fortis like 
to blame the fires on the meter bases 
onto which the meters are positioned. 
They do not place the onus on the 
installer to assess the integrity of 
the connections between the meter 
and the base before finalizing the 
installation. 

It is advisable to keep a close 
eye on your meter and notice any 
discoloration, noise, or moisture 
condensation inside the meter. If you 
suspect anything, call BC Hydro/ 
Fortis immediately.
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We have yet to learn how the 
smart meter holds up to aging. 
Unlike the traditional (legacy) 
meters that were manufactured with 
glass and metals, the smart meter 
consists largely of plastic, which 
becomes brittle over time, especially 
if the sun shines on it a lot.

Most important of all, we must 
remind ourselves that the building 
code only mandates hard wired 
smoke/ fire alarms that will fail 
to function the moment the meter 
malfunctions.

Make sure you add a functioning 
battery-operated alarm system in the 
house if you have a smart meter.

Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

More grist for 
the mill

I see via the September 21 
edition of the Valley Voice that a 
briefing note from Kaslo Village 
Council for the Union of BC 
Municipalities convention (aka the 
annual debauchery) was approved. 
The note contains five requests. 
The first four requests were rather 
benign and appropriate. It is the 
fifth one that made me sit up and 
again take notice. The request is that 
the RCMP “Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Detachment meet with 
the CAO and Council to discuss 
measures that could increase bylaw 
enforcement collaboration, (italics 
mine) especially in the summer. 

The step one wage for RCMP 
constables is $53,144 rising to 
$86,110 in step five. So, my question 
would be, how much would it cost 
to remove one of those vicious 
and errant sandwich boards, or 
tell someone to put the fire on the 
beach out, or not to camp anywhere 
except in designated areas, or to 
ensure that signage meets rigid 
and stringent requirements. And 
what about the dogs? While highly 
trained officers with sidearms are 
boning up on bylaw enforcement 
requirements, who knows what 
nefarious hoodlums and other 
denizens of the wrong side of the 
law are getting away with? Have 
there been enough infractions of 
the Village’s bylaws to warrant this 
request? Perhaps the mayor and 
council, the CAO and all the staff 
should walk up and down the streets 
of Kaslo once in a while and actually 
speak to the tourists and locals to 
see how vibrant and enjoyable our 
town really is, particularly sitting 
in the outdoor patio on Front street 
eating a tasty calzone, washing it 
down with a nice cold Innis and 
Gunn beer. 

Oh, that’s another subject. Now 
they want to revisit the outdoor 
patios, because at times you might 
have to circle the block twice to find 
a spot to park. Well, if our May Days 
Parade can do it, we all can.

Jim Van Horn
Kaslo

Fire salvage 
logging risky 
for natural 
systems

With the colder weather and 
rain in the East Kootenay, wildfires 
are coming under control and plans 
for salvage logging are being put 
together quickly.

The science over the past two 
decades has been clear: salvage 
logging is risky for our natural 
systems and delays or even prevents 
ecosystem recovery. Fire salvage 
logging increases soil compaction, 
increases erosion and losses of 
organic matter (with effects on both 
plants and streams) and decreases the 
landscape water-holding capacity, 
potentially leading to larger floods 
and increased surface run off. The 
less logging after a fire, the better 
for our natural ecosystems.

After fire passes over the 
landscape, some areas are severely 
burned, while other areas burned 
quickly, leaving fire-resistant species 
alive, and some areas aren’t burned 
at all. This fire patchwork creates a 
diversity of habitats as our forests re-
grow. In fire-dependent ecosystems 
like much of the Kootenays, fires 
rejuvenate important wildlife habitat 
for elk, deer and bighorn sheep. Fires 
at mid and high elevations create 
ideal conditions for huckleberries, an 
important food for bears and many 
other species.

Our native plant communities 
have evolved to regenerate after 
fires. Standing dead trees continue 
to provide cover and habitat for 
wildlife, shade for re-growth of plant 
communities and help keep streams 
cool for our native fish. Green tree 
patches left after fires skip across 
the landscape, are not just important 
as wildlife habitat, but also as seed 
sources and for the complexity of the 
rejuvenating landscape.

While forestry provides jobs and 
important economic benefits to our 
communities, over-zealous salvage 
logging has long-term negative 
impacts on our ecosystems, including 
wildlife, fish, birds and water quality. 
Poorly planned salvage logging can 
easily negate the benefits that fire 
provides.

If we are going to salvage log, 
careful management is crucial. 
Green tree patches must be retained. 
Enlarged riparian buffers and green 
tree retention is needed to minimize 
impacts on rivers and streams. 
Keeping snags individually and 
in patches is important wherever 
possible within the bounds of safety. 
Delaying logging, while possibly 
compromising wood quality, gives 
vegetation a better chance to re-grow.

Avoiding soil compaction is 
always a prime concern for long-
term forest health. Logging on frozen 
and snow covered soils is best. 
Additionally, the bare soils left after 
fires are ideal seedbeds for many 

invasive plants. To stop the spread 
of invasives, equipment and vehicles 
must be inspected and cleaned before 
entering burned areas.

The science is also clear on 
motorized use: it is one of the biggest 
threats to our wildlife. Fireguards 
and roads, both from firefighting 
and salvage logging, need to be 
rehabilitated so that new areas aren’t 
opened up to motorized recreation.

The fires that threaten our 
communities every year are a 
natural part of our ecosystems, 
regenerating plant communities and 
wildlife habitat. Our challenge is to 
better fire-proof forests around our 
communities to keep our homes safe. 
As long as healthy ecosystems are a 
priority, fire-proofing our forests can 
provide forestry jobs and make us 
safer, while making our forests more 
resilient and better habitat for many 
wildlife species.

In the rush to salvage timber, let’s 
not put short-term economics ahead 
of the long-term health of our forests 
and our ecosystems.

John Bergenske
Conservation Director, Wildsight

Reducing the 
risk of wildfire 
– the time for 
action is now

September 24-30, 2017 marks 
National Forest Week in Canada. 
Established around 1920 as Forest 
Fire Prevention Week, the origins 
were to encourage greater public 
awareness towards Canada’s forests. 
At the time, the greatest threat to 
forests came from forest fires, mainly 
due to human causes. Since then, 
National Forest Week, as it was 
renamed in 1967, has evolved to 
encompass the many and varied 
human and environmental aspects 
of Canada’s forest resources – past, 
present and future. While much has 
changed in the last century, one could 
be forgiven for concluding that once 
again, the greatest threat comes from 
forest fires, only now due in large part 
to climate change.

The 2017 fire season began 
slowly, with a wet and cooler than 
normal spring, but took off on about 
July 7 and remains in full swing. This 
year dwarfed the historic records for 
area burned in British Columbia at 
well over a million hectares, or 12,000 
square kilometres, and it’s still going. 
The effects on people, wildlife and 
our forest economy will be felt for 
many years to come. Consider also 
that 2017 was the driest year ever 
recorded in many parts of BC – by 
a significant margin, according to 
Environment Canada. Penticton, 
Vernon, Kamloops, Kelowna and 
Cranbrook all had their driest summer 
since records have been kept. As 
of early September, Kamloops had 
only nine millimetres of rain and the 
average is 93. Kelowna had seven 
millimetres of rain and usually gets 
about 110.

In 2010 and again in 2015, the 
Forest Practices Board reported 
on progress implementing the 
2003 Filmon recommendations to 
reduce the risk of wildfire damage 
to communities. Our reports, Fuel 
Management in the Wildland 
Urban Interface (2010) and Fuel 
Management in the Wildland Urban 
Interface – Update (2015), made a 
number of recommendations and 
suggestions for how to reduce the 
risk to property and lives. We would 
like to be able to say that significant 
progress has been made and the risks 
are being adequately addressed, but 
that’s not the case.

From 2008 to 2017, BC has spent 
an average of $200 million a year 
on wildfire suppression. In contrast, 
our 2015 report found that just $60 
million was invested in wildland fire 
prevention in the preceding 10 years 
and only a fraction of the necessary 
area was treated. Since our 2015 
report came out, less than $20 million 
more has been spent on prevention 
work.

Our findings highlight BC’s need 
to get ahead of the game through 
wildfire prevention and readiness, so 
we can save on the costs of fighting 
fires and, more importantly, reduce 
the risks to people’s homes, properties 
and lives, and to local businesses and 
infrastructure.

Many communities in BC have a 
community wildfire protection plan, 
but a plan doesn’t help if it’s not 
implemented and hazard fuels are not 
treated. In June of this year, we were in 
Cranbrook meeting with city officials, 
the fire chief, forest companies and 
community groups. A big topic of 
conversation was the risk of interface 
fires and the lack of progress in 
treating hazardous forest-fuel build 
up around the community. By early 
September, there were two interface 
fires within 18 kilometres of the city.

Community wildfire protection 

plans require sustainable funding 
for fuel reduction treatments and 
retreatments. All parties need to find 
ways to treat more area effectively at 
a lower cost. This includes accepting 
prescribed burning as an efficient 
and effective treatment in the right 
circumstances and engaging the forest 
industry in carrying out fuel-reduction 
treatments.

The role of local government 
needs to be re-examined to capitalize 
on their strengths. Local governments 
do not generally have technical 
expertise in forest-fuel reduction, nor 
should every municipality. But local 
governments are very good at co-
ordination, facilitation and community 
consultation. Perhaps the Province 
could provide the technical expertise, 
while local governments provide co-
ordination and communication.

Private property owners also have 
a responsibility to take the necessary 
precautions to FireSmart their houses 
and buildings, and the forested areas 
on their property, to reduce the risk of 
damage and to assist firefighters.

It’s time for BC to start being 
proactive – not reactive – when it 
comes to wildland fire. What’s needed 
is leadership to galvanize action and 
for all parties to get involved – the 
Province, municipal governments, 
First Nations, the forest industry and 
individual citizens. No one party can 
make a difference on their own. The 
reports and the recommendations are 
all there. Let’s not waste any more 
time with reviews and evaluations 
of what went wrong; the current fire 
season isn’t over yet and the next one 
is only six months away. It’s time for 
action.

Find the Forest Practices Board’s 
reports at: www.bcfpb.ca

Information on FireSmart can be 
found at: https://www.firesmartcanada.
ca/

Tim Ryan, Chair
BC Forest Practices Board

Let’s get 
talking about 

what matters...
Join the conversation at a 

peer-facilitated Advance Care 
Planning Public Session

Where: Silverton Memorial Hall
When: Thursday, October 19 

 10 am - 2 pm

  Think     Talk      Plan 
Advance Care Planning (ACP)

by New Denver Hospice Society with a
BC Centre for Palliative Care Seed Grant
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THE VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

PUBLIC NOTICES
TRAIL NETWORK OPENING CELEBRATION

The Village of New Denver invites all interested members of the public 
to a trail opening event on Wednesday, October 11th at 1:00 p.m. in 
Greer Park.  Please come join us for refreshments and a celebration 
of the recent improvements to the Mori Trail, including connections 
to Bigelow Bay, Centennial Park and the Denver Canyon Trails.  The 
Trail Network Connections Project received funding through the CBT 
Recreation Infrastructure Program.  

STREET LIGHT OUTAGES
If you notice a street light that isn’t working correctly, please contact the 
Village Office so that staff can place a repair request with BC Hydro. 

OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS
The provincial campfire ban has been lifted and campfires are once 
again permitted within the municipal boundaries.  All residents and visi-
tors are reminded that outdoor burning is regulated within the Village 
of New Denver and permits are required for all outdoor fires except 
cooking fires contained within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface 
area not greater than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured 
gas, coal or electric barbecue.  In the event that current provincial 
bans on open burning are lifted, burning permits will be available at no 
cost from the Village Office between September 30th and November 
15th.  Links to information about provincial fire bans and forest use 
restrictions can be found on the Village’s website.

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca slocanlakess.com

KOKANEE SALMON
Look for scarlet red kokanee in Slo-
can Lake’s feeder streams or gravel 
beds along the lakeshore from Aug. 
to Oct., when they spawn. Females 
lay 450 eggs on average (up to 
1,800) then die. Eggs incubate until 
spring, when fry migrate to the lake. 
Kokanee live about 4 years, grow to 
21” and weigh up to 4 lbs.

submitted
Smum Iem (Sinixt law) and Perry 

Ridge Water Users Association invite 
you to a Thanksgiving potluck dinner 
and legal updates on three cases in the 
south valley. The event will be held at 
the Passmore Hall just off Highway 6 
on October 7 from 4:30 to 7:30 pm. 

The  update  wi l l  inc lude 

The Sinixt and the Perry Ridge Water Users Association are launching a campaign to advocate legal rights, equivalent to those enjoyed by 
humans, for the Slocan River and ultimately the entire Columbia River system.
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Thanksgiving dinner and legal updates in Passmore
information on the Lemon Creek 
fuel spill court case, an update on the 
court case stemming from the arrest 
of Sinixt Elder Marilyn James, and 
the most recent arrest and charge 
of Lola Campbell, daughter of Bob 
Campbell, Sinixt Head Man in 
Vallican.

The Sinixt and the Perry 

Ridge Water Users Association are 
beginning a campaign to advocate 
legal rights, equivalent to those 
enjoyed by humans, for the Columbia 
River. Their campaign will start with 
the Slocan River, an integral part 
of the headwaters of the Columbia 
down to the sea. 

This status has been granted 
to the Whanganui River in New 
Zealand, which has long been revered 
by Maoris and has become the first 

in the world to receive legal rights 
equivalent to those enjoyed by 
humans. 

The high court of the northern 
state of Uttarakhand established two 
of India’s sacred rivers, the Ganges 
and Yamuna, as living entities. 
The new order makes polluting 
or damaging the rivers legally 
comparable to hurting a person. 

Recently it has become clear 
that the Slocan River requires this 

protection.
Truth and Reconciliation is the 

work of every citizen. This update 
is for those in our community who 
wish to pursue these goals. Truth is 
about knowing and being informed. 
Reconciliation begins there.

To minimize clean up, please 
bring your own eating utensils. 
Don’t worry if you don’t have food 
to bring; there will be plenty of eats! 
Open to all.

submitted
A designated Community 

Hospice Bed has opened at Minto 
House in Nakusp, further enhancing 
end-of-life care in the community. In 
addition to the patient room, a newly 
renovated family room has opened to 
provide comfortable space for family 

New palliative supports open in Nakusp
and other loved ones.

The family room has a fridge, 
microwave, hide-a-bed, TV, chair, 
and art work done by local artists. 
The Community Hospice Bed room 
has a new custom bed and has been 
decorated with two wall murals, as 
well as local artwork.

The project is the result of a 
successful collaboration between 
Interior Health and the Nakusp 
Hospice Society.

The newly designated palliative 
bed is now open to admissions.

The Community Hospice Bed 
at Minto Place is part of a broader 
palliative care strategy across 
Interior Health that focuses on 
enhanced service and specialized 
education. Similar beds recently 
opened in Kamloops and Kelowna, 
and are also planned for several more 
communities in the coming months.

To learn more about palliative 
care in Interior Health, visit 
the Palliative and End-Of-Life 
pages under Your Care at www.
interiorhealth.ca.

The Nakusp Suffercross CX Bike Race and Duathlon/ Corporate Challenge, the last event in the 2017 Kootenay Sufferfest series, took place September 17. These 
kids raced in the Cyclocross U13: Brooke Bates (silver), Tayte Proulx-Royds (gold), Seth Proulx-Royds (silver), Rhett Bates (gold), and Levi Rubuliak (bronze).
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PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR LEASE
218 Broadway Street, Nakusp

Ground level (former BDO space) for lease.
Approx. 1600 sq ft. Available immediately.

Contact West Kootenay Property Rentals Inc.
250.359.5021, info@westkootenayrentals.com

www.westkootenayrentals.com

PALS NEEDS YOU!!
HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT 

JOINING PALS?
ARE YOU COMPASSIONATE?

DO YOU LOVE ANIMALS?
ARE YOU COMMUNITY MINDED?

PLEASE CALL PALS at 
250-265-3792 TO SEE HOW 

YOU CAN HELP.

PALS NEEDS YOU!!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

by Jan McMurray
Ale jandro  Ca lde ron  was 

sentenced in Nakusp court on 
September 28 after pleading guilty 
to charges of mischief and uttering 
threats stemming from incidents on 
January 26 and 28 this year. 

On January 28, he went to his 
neighbour’s party in Needles with a 
large knife and a running chainsaw 
and began to cut down a power pole.

On January 26, just outside the 
Nakusp courthouse, Calderon uttered 
threats to Nakusp RCMP Constable 
Lee Bellamy regarding damaging the 
property of a Needles resident. He 
was at the Nakusp courthouse that 
day on another matter.

Justice Phillip Seagram sentenced 
Calderon to nine months in prison, 
“so the effective sentence is time 
served,” said Seagram. Calderon was 
in custody from the time of his arrest 
on January 28 to August 1, when he 

Alejandro Calderon sentenced for chainsaw incident in Needles
was granted bail in Castlegar court. 

Calderon was also given a $500 
fine and a probation order of 18 
months with several conditions. He 
is not to attend Edgewood, Needles, 
Nakusp or Barnes Creek Forest 
Service Road unless travelling 
through on the highway. He is not to 
have any contact with several people 
from the Needles/ Edgewood area, 
all named on the order. He must 
attend counselling or any program 
as directed by his probation officer. 
He must not possess any weapons, 
ammunition or explosive substances, 
and is prohibited from possessing 
firearms for five years. He was to 
provide a DNA sample the following 
day in Nelson.

Calderon’s trial on these matters 
was set for August 1 in Castlegar, 
but did not go ahead because people 
affected by Calderon’s actions 
had not been given the chance to 

submit Victim Impact Statements. 
At the September 28 hearing, Crown 
Prosecutor David Meagher gave 
Justice Seagram five Victim Impact 
Statements.

“A common theme in the Victim 
Impact Statements is that everyone at 
the [January 28] party was terrified,” 
said Meagher.

When handing down Calderon’s 
sentence, Judge Seagram went 
through the scenario of the January 
28 incident. He said Calderon went to 
the party with a knife and a chainsaw 
“and there ensued a bizarre and 
potentially very serious situation. 
Mr. Calderon ended up being hurt at 
the end of all of that, but there was 
the potential for others to be very 
seriously physically hurt, and it’s 
very clear from the Victim Impact 
Statements that this incident… caused 
a huge amount of damage… There are 
not many good scenarios involving an 

angry person, a crowd of people, and 
a chainsaw. This is a very volatile, 
very scary type of situation and those 
situations leave their marks on people 
– not only on you but on others.”

Justice Seagram went on to 
say that he also had to consider 
Calderon’s circumstances, as put 
to him by Calderon’s lawyer, Don 
White. White had told the judge that 
what happened on January 26 and 28 
“didn’t just come out of the blue. It 
has to be put in the context of a much 
larger story involving many members 
of the community. Counsel is urging 
me to consider this as the straw that 
broke the camel’s back – what you 
perceive as many wrongs done to 
you.”

Although Judge Seagram said 
he accepted that Calderon “acted 
out of a great deal of frustration,” he 
said he was satisfied that Calderon’s 
actions were “disproportionate to the 
situation and criminal in nature.”

Justice Seagram said White had 
told him that Calderon wanted to find 
a property in the Kaslo or Greenwood 
area, where he could build an off-grid 
house and farm and live in a self-
sufficient manner with his mother, 
isolated from other people. 

“The thing is that as you go 
forward, you are going to have 
other people in your life and you are 

going to have to deal with them. You 
will have contact with others and 
inevitably you are going to have some 
form of conflict.” 

Judge Seagram said he was 
concerned about how Calderon would 
react to conflict in future, given these 
incidents in Needles and his two 
2013 assault convictions in Kelowna. 
“So you need to have counselling 
and the public needs you to have 
counselling,” Seagram concluded.

The Edgewood Legion has donated a parcel of land to the Edgewood fire department for a new 
fire hall, expected to be constructed by the end of the year. Bill Dummett, vice president of the 
Edgewood Legion, presents the land transfer to Lynda McNutt, president of the fire department 

and Heather Lawrence and Jennifer Irmen, volunteers.

Rayne Ririe of Nakusp receives an award from the RCMP after winning a Name the Foal contest, choosing ‘Orion.’ She received the award at the RCMP Musical 
Ride in Banff last month. Rayne was given a gift bag, a certificate and a photo of the foal. Fourteen foals needed names, one for each province and territory.

submitted
Royal Canadian Legion branch 

203, Edgewood has donated a parcel 
of land to the Edgewood volunteer fire 
department for a new fire hall, expected 
to be completed by the end of the year.

In the fall of 2016, the RDCK 
offered to pay for the construction 

Edgewood Legion donates land for fire hall
of a new fire hall for the community. 
However, the fire department had neither 
land nor the funds to purchase land for 
the new hall. 

The Legion and the fire department 
agreed that the best location for the fire 
hall would be adjacent to the Legion, 
and so the Legion offered to donate the 

land. The support in the Legion general 
membership was 100% in favour of the 
donation.

The Columbia Basin Trust 
graciously provided funds to assist 
in subdivision and the process was 
initiated. It took nine months to complete 
but the fire department is now the owner 
of the land and can start to build.

Lynda McNutt, president of the fire 
department, is thrilled with the prospect 
of a new fire hall. The department 
recently purchased a fire truck at an 
auction in Kelowna, and looks forward 
to being able to park it under cover once 
the new building is erected. Integrity 
Post Structures out of Okotoks is the 
construction contractor.

Edgewood Legion President David 
LePine says, “The Legion acknowledges 
and appreciates the ongoing support of 
the community and in particular the 
community approval of a service tax 
for hall operation. The property was of 
substantial value to the Legion but of 
greater value and importance to the fire 
department and community. The gift 
was consistent with the branch being 
a family and community Legion. It’s 
a pleasure to partner with community 
organizations.”
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Slocan Valley
HOME HARDWARE

5763 Hwy 6, Winlaw  250-226-7771 • 250-226-6748 • open 9-5 daily,10-4 Sundays

Cement and 
Quick Crete in 

stock

Wire fencing • Wood posts/treated 
and untreated • Electrical • Plumbing 
• Irrigation • Fasteners • Household 

Supplies • Gardening Supplies • Tools 
• Fertilizers • Soils • Manures • Insulation

Pet Food & 
Accessories

Now 
Mixing 
Paint!

Deer & Horse 
fencing, gates, 
rebar, stucco wire

Chainsaws & 
accessories in stock 

Be prepared for winter!!

Splitting mauls, axes, wedges, 
wood splitter, cables, chains 

Time to get cutting & stay warm

Great selection 
of fall bulbs and 

certified seed 
garlic

Wood pellets 
SPF $259.99/ton 
Fir $279.99/ton 

Taking orders for early 
October

Join the Slocan Waterfront Restoration & Development 
Society for our First AGM.  We’re in it for the fish, for restored 

wetlands, & for sustainable development!
Oct. 12th 2017, WEGCSS at 1001 Harold Street, Slocan.  

Come for chili dinner at 5-6, AGM at 6:15 sharp!

NEW 
DENVER 

COMMUNITY 
PHARMACY

We’re extending 
our hours to 

better serve the 
community!

10-5:30

Mon, Tues, Wed 
and Fri

250-358-2500

Serving 
the 

Valley!

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Katrine Campbell
The Slocan Valley had a trifecta 

of fall family events on September 
24, with the Community Fun Day, 
Press Fest and Pickle Palooza all 
happening at Slocan Park Hall. There 

Valley food and fun for valley folks at trifecta of fall family events
was no tally kept but all three events 
were well attended.

The community fun day included 
music with the Diamond Willow 
Band, kids’ activities, games, a 
parade and races, a borscht lunch and 
many artisan vendors. 

The Press Fest was for juice; 
people were invited to bring in 
their apples and pears to have them 
crushed and strained and the juice 
sealed in boxes, for $1.50 per litre. 
The work is done by a commercial 
sized mobile juice press.

West Kootenay Permaculture 
Co-op’s Shauna Fidler was floored 
when the tally was done and she 
found the Press Fest had produced 
more than three times as much juice 
as last year: 4,400 litres as opposed 
to 1,427. That meant 13,000 pounds 
of fruit was picked and brought in 
by the community. The press ran for 
10 hours before finally being shut 
down at 8 pm.

“I am so thrilled to have more 
than exceeded a viability test for this 
large-scale commercial equipment 

to be utilized by our valley for 
these types of community pressing 
events,” Fidler says. “It was actually 
incredibly beautiful to see just how 
wide reaching our messaging was, 
and how motivated folks were to 
pick fruit, sort it, haul it, and patiently 
wait for it to come out in boxes. We 
certainly learned a lot of about how to 
improve for next year and how much 
more fruit is still hanging today.

“My heart was warmed by the 
very patient and grateful community 
members who waited for their juice 
to be run with so much enthusiasm 
and excitement for the event.”

The pulp didn’t go to waste; 
people were invited to bring a shovel 
and containers to pick it up free for 
pigs or composting.

The Pickle Palooza canning 
contest happened simultaneously 
to the other events. It featured free 
workshops, a preserve contest and 
a tasting panel – anyone could taste 
and judge for $2. Four winners took 
home preserves as their prize. 

A t  t h e  K o o t e n a y  F o o d 

Marketplace, vendors included 16 
local food producers and farmers, and 
about 24 artisan vendors. 

“The WKP Co-op did sell dozens 
and dozens of jars of our Kootenay 
Food Work Bee Preserves, which is 
the final step in the work bee/ farm 
excess pilot project,” Fidler says. 
The work bees produced community 
chutney, garlic dill pickles, and both 

blueberry and blackberry jams.
“The last of the preserves will be 

available for sale at Gaia Tree and 
at the upcoming film screenings of 
Feeding Ourselves in the valley. The 
last of the juice is also for sale now at 
Emery Herbals in Winlaw.” 

For more information on events, 
classes and activities hosted by WKP 
Co-op, go to kootenayfood.com.

The Slocan Valley had a trifecta of fall family events on September 24, with the 
Community Fun Day, Press Fest and Pickle Palooza all happening at Slocan Park Hall.

CORRECTION
The article ‘Paszty Cabin Slated for 

Demolition’ printed in the September 
21 edition of the Valley Voice 
incorrectly stated that Bob Barkley 
approached council to have his cabin 
saved for a ranger station. Barkley 
actually approached council to find 
out if there was support for having the 
Paszty cabin saved and repurposed as 
a ranger station/interpretive center. Our 
apologies to Mr. Barkley for the error. 
Please see corrected story below.

Bid to save Paszty 
Cabin in Valhalla 
Park
by Sandra Smith

The second cabin along the Valhalla 
Provincial Park’s Southern Slocan Lake 
Shoreline Trail, known as the Paszty 
cabin, is slated for demolition. Former 

Slocan resident Robert Barkley, who 
holds the lease for a neighbouring 
cabin – the last remaining tenured cabin 
along the trail – would like to see the 
Paszty cabin saved and repurposed 
as a ranger station/interpretive center. 
Barkley approached Slocan Village 
council with his idea.

“This issue was brought forward 
by Councillor Perriere in response to 
public concern about losing a potential 
park asset – suggesting ideas of how the 
cabin could support park information 
and upkeep,” said Slocan Mayor Jessica 
Lunn, adding that, “historically the 
Village has advocated for increased 
provincial funding towards park access 
and maintenance.”

Barkley said he would like to see 
council take his concerns and ideas and 
present them at the upcoming UBCM 
conference at the end of September. 
He also said the Valhalla Provincial 
Park Master Plan supports this idea. 
On page 48 it states its objective 
to “encourage public awareness, 
understanding and appreciation of the 
elements comprising… the special 
natural and cultural features of Valhalla 
Park.” The master plan lists specific 

action priorities as a means to reach 
its objectives, including interpretive 
and guided programs showcasing park 
geology, hydrology, vegetation, pre-
history (pictographs), and park history.

“The cabin is in very good shape; 
it would be a shame to have it torn 
down,” Barkley said. “People come 
from all over the world to visit. When 
I talk to people on the [Slocan] beach 
they are anxious for more information; 
they want to know the history of the 
park. They ask questions like: ‘What 
was before? Were there any fires? 
Has the park been logged?’ Well, if 
someone like a student on co-op were 

in that building, they could serve that 
purpose.”

Bob’s daughter, Kari Barkley, says 
camping at the cabin is the highlight of 
her year, and for many of her extended 
family members, as well. “We know it 
is a very small dot on anybody’s radar, 
except for us of course. But we can see 
the benefit in maintaining and using that 
building,” she said.

“Valhalla Provincial Park is 
an incredible environmental and 
recreational asset to the community, 
the region and a magnificent destination 
for ecotourists from around the world, 
said Mayor Lunn.”

Friends and families of Earth 
House Country Playschool in Winlaw 
installed the 400 cedar pickets of the 
childcare facility’s new garden fence 
last week. Earth House offers holistic, 
outdoor and creative education for 
children ages 3-12 with a focus on 
the early years. The class spends up 
to three hours a day outside, both 
within the fenced garden and in the 
forest beyond. 

A fenced outdoor play area is 
required by Interior Health. “We are 
grateful to everyone who helped build 
our new fence,” says Kate Guthrie, 
Earth House’s owner and Early 
Childhood Educator. “It replaces 
our old metal one, is much more 

A new handmade fence for Earth House
beautiful and better reflects the natural 
surroundings and our indoor space.” 

Earth House received many 
donations for the fence, including a 
Canada Post Community Foundation 
grant, supplies from Goose Island 
lumber yard and Slocan Valley Home 
Hardware, financial support from 
property owner David Stevenson, and 
the time and expertise of carpenters 
Takao Ono, Bernie Clover and Samuel 
Stevenson.  

Earth House is currently closed 
while Guthrie is on maternity leave 
and is scheduled to reopen in early 
2018. For more information, please 
contact Earth House at alivekate16@
gmail.com. 

Friends and families of Earth House Country Playschool in Winlaw installed the 400 cedar 
pickets of the childcare facility’s new garden fence last week. 
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submitted
October 5 marks UNESCO’s 

World Teachers’ Day,  and in 
recognition, the Arrow Lakes Teachers’ 
Association has made a donation to 
the BC Poverty Reduction Coalition 
(BCPRC). Patti Sebben, ALTA’s Social 
Justice Committee chair explains 
that, “BC has one of the highest rates 
of child poverty in Canada, and as 
teachers we want to contribute to the 
reduction and eventual elimination of 
poverty for children.”

Arrow Lakes Teachers support BC poverty reduction 
It is estimated that one in five, or 

20%, of children in BC are living in 
poverty. “Growing up poor is closely 
linked to low school achievement 
and lower literacy rates,” says the 
2011 Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives research paper The Cost 
of Poverty in BC. 

According to the BCPRC, “When 
children go to school hungry or poorly 
nourished, their energy levels, memory, 
problem-solving skills, creativity, 
concentration and behaviour are all 

negatively impacted.” 
Poverty reduction is a crucial 

step toward providing all students 
with a strong chance for success 
in their education. The current 
provincial government has promised 
to “design and implement a province-
wide poverty reduction strategy that 
includes addressing the real causes of 
homelessness, including affordable 
accommodation, support for mental 
health and addictions and income 
security.” The BCPRC is working to 

ensure that the provincial government 
lives up to this promise.

Addressing poverty will benefit 
everyone. Poverty in BC represents 
a direct cost to government alone of 
$2.2 to $2.3 billion annually, or close 
to 6% of the provincial budget. The 
cost to society overall is considerably 
higher: $8.1 to $9.2 billion, according 
to the CCPA.

Providing an opportunity for 
success in education is one of the 
original purposes of UNESCO’s 

World Teachers’ Day, which aims to 
“appreciate, assess, and improve the 
educators of the world.” UNESCO 
recognizes that a strong education 
is a key part of developing vibrant 
communities in countries throughout 
the world.

The BC Poverty Reduction 
Coalition is currently campaigning 
for action on a poverty reduction plan 
for BC. Please visit their website, 
bcpovertyreduction.ca, for more 
information. 

submitted
Oxygen Art Centre is thrilled to 

announce that Natasha Smith will be 
taking over the coordination of the 
arts education program for children, 
youth and adults. While this work was 
previously managed by the multi-hat-
wearing executive director, the goal 
is for the organization to have a more 
sustainable and diversified staffing 
profile to help it grow. 

The Krestova resident may 
be new to this position but Smith 
enjoys a 14-year history with the 
centre including being a founding 

Natasha Smith is new education coordinator at Oxygen Art Centre
member, and she will continue to 
teach her mixed media and print-
making courses while managing this 
program.

Smith, who has just finished 
programming the fall semester 
of Continuing Arts Education at 
Oxygen, is also enthusiastic about 
the new posting. 

“I am a self-defined teaching 
artist and arts administrator and I 
believe strongly in the importance 
of community arts education 
programing,” she says. “Over the 
last 14 years, I have been connected 

to Oxygen in a number of different 
capacities and I am very excited to 
be now coordinating its education 
programming. It’s an excellent lineup 
this fall with three new instructors 
joining the experienced team and a 
wonderful variety of courses.”

In order to be eligible for many 
grants, the centre must demonstrate 
a significant non-government funded 
revenue source. The revenues 
collected from arts education tuition 
fees fulfill this requirement. Funds 
received from successful grant 
applications enable the centre to 
provide free access to the exhibition 
and presentation programming. 

In the words of Anita Levesque, 
cofounder of Oxygen’s art camps for 
kids, “Art is essential. It connects us 
and brings great joy to our lives. By 
making and creating, we become 
problem solvers, exercising both 
sides of our brains. It is a celebration 
of beauty, a mode to express what 
is deep within, and a tool to better 
understand our place in the world.” 

For more information about what 
is going on at the centre, visit www.
oxygenartcentre.org.

Natasha Smith is the new education coordinator at Oxygen Art Centre.
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Expect Pedestrians

COMMUNITY

Blaze King 
Wood Stoves & 

Fireplace Inserts 

CHECK OUT OUR DUCT- 
CLEANING SERVICE

SALES, INSTALLATIONS, 
INSPECTIONS BY AWARD-

WINNING BUSINESS 
K.F. Kootenay Furnace Ltd.
Doug Burton • 250-355-0088

“WETT” CERTIFIED

COOPER CREEK 
CEDAR LTD

2017 CUTTING PERMIT 
DEVELOPMENT

Cooper Creek Cedar Ltd is posting 
their planned 2017 Cutting Permit 
Development for the interested public’s 
information.  As the development 
progresses for each CP being developed, 
CCC will post maps showing the general 
location of the planned development, a 
CP map and the planned cutblocks and 
access road systems.  The website will 
be regularly updated as the CPs are 
developed.  The 2017 CP Development 
can be viewed at:

http://timberland2001.ca/cooper-
creek-cedar-ltd/ 

Follow the link to: “2017 CP Development” 
and each CP will be posted by CP number.

Comments regarding the development 
of each Cutting Permit &/or Road Permit 
can be submitted to: coopercreek@
porcupinewood.com

Note: the 2017 CP Development posting is 
for information purposes only and is not a 
formal referral process.  CCC appreciates 
all comments; however, CCC will only 
respond to those comments that may 
affect a material change to the CP.  

WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

by Claire Paradis
Extra chairs had to be brought 

out to accommodate everyone that 
crowded into Bosun Hall on Saturday, 
September 30 to hear Omar Abukar 
Omar speak. 

The Abukar family moved to 
New Denver at the end of February 
and have been part of the community 
for the last seven months. Omar’s 
presentation was also a farewell to 
the small Slocan town, as the family 
of nine is moving to Edmonton in 
early October. 

Omar Abukar Omar, Somali refugee resident in New Denver until recently, gave a presentation 
on September 30 to tell his life story. The Abukar family have just moved to Edmonton.

Omar Abukar Omar bids New Denver a fond farewell
Eleanor Spangler from the Slocan 

Valley Refugee Coalition – the group 
that helped bring the Abukars to 
New Denver – thanked everyone for 
welcoming the Abukars and creating 
a “soft landing” for the family. 

“It’s been a joy and a privilege,” 
Spangler said of helping get the 
family to Canada. “We have done 
what we wanted to do.” There were 
words of thanks for the school and for 
ESL classes, and for driving lessons 
provided by community members. 
Spangler also noted that having a 
strong community of the same culture 
and religion is very important for 
the Abukars, and is one of the main 
reasons that the family is moving. 

Energetically taking the stage 
with a joke and a smile, Omar at 
one point in his presentation told 
the crowd that he too knew what 
it takes to support refugees. It was 
part of his work in Nairobi. Few job 
opportunities, a lack of services: these 
are things that all refugees face. 

And for the Abukars, the transition 
to a place with a small population 
where they were the only Somali 
Muslim family was a mixed blessing. 
They found themselves warmly 
welcomed by the community in a 
beautiful and safe place where there 
weren’t many jobs or easily accessible 
services, but importantly there was no 
threat of violence.  

And hardly any traffic. Friends 
in Nairobi had warned Omar that he 
and his children would have to watch 
out for many cars speeding through 
Canadian streets. Omar said he sat 
down one day to count how many cars 
passed by his house, and he counted 
only one, and it belonged to a good 
friend and neighbour. 

“Oh, hi Francie,” said Omar, 
waving to her imaginary car, which set 
off peals of laughter in the audience. 

What many people had not known 
was that Omar had done an enormous 
amount of community organizing 
in Nairobi before he arrived as a 
refugee in Canada. Organizing peace 
campaigns in response to violence 
among youth, providing employment 
training to give independence to 
women who had been victims of 
human trafficking, educating about 
reproductive health, training women 
to help stop domestic violence, 
teaching English and Kiswahili – 
Omar had done a lot for his previous 
community. 

“I had no idea that he had done 
so much,” one of the spectators 
whispered. 

Omar told the crowd that bribes 
were a normal experience in Nairobi. 
Police would extort them from 
refugees who were already in a 
precarious position, and prompt 

them with the words, “Do you have 
a solution?” After seeing this and 
recognizing that his community 
needed to get organized to take care 
not only of people who were being 
harassed and wrongfully arrested by 
police, but also to take care of the 
necessary tasks of burials, education, 
and advocacy, Omar got busy. 

Part of his efforts went to 
educating refugee youth who are 
particularly vulnerable to being 
recruited by extremist groups like 
Al-Shabaab. He worked to “re-
brainwash” them and guide them 
away from anti-government beliefs, 
and away from terrorism. 

And Omar made it very clear that 
not all Muslims are terrorists. Even 
though they may be feared as such, 
it is a huge misconception, he said. 

“Islam is me who is in front of 
you,” he told the audience. “My 
heart is open for everyone.” Omar 
emphasized that Islam is a religion 
of peace, and quoted the Koran as 
saying that if you kill one person, it 

is like you kill all of humanity, and if 
you help one person it is also like you 
help all of humanity.

Due to all his work with youth 
and with groups like Somali African 
Nation Association (SANA) and 
Somali Humanitarian Development 
Organization (SOHDO), Omar was 
approached by Somali political 
figures and asked to be part of the 
government. Inevitably he decided 
that now was not a good time to take 
his family back to his home country, 
as it may put them all in jeopardy. 

And yet, for all these wonderful 
achievements, Omar had never been a 
gardener. That was a new experience 
for him, one he also proudly presented 
as part of his life as a new Canadian. 
And that was the essence of his 
experience, the difference between 
being in Kenya and being in Canada.

“I was a refugee in Kenya for 17 
years,” he said, praising Canadian 
respectfulness and politeness. “In 
Canada, as soon as I arrived, everyone 
welcomed me as a new Canadian.” 

submitted
The Slocan Community Library 

will host two writers, Barbara Curry 
Mulcahy of Slocan and Emily Nilsen 
of Nelson, on October 29 at 1 pm. 
The library’s Sunday afternoon 
soirees are a popular and comfortable 
event, and this is your chance to 
experience an authors’ reading there. 

You may know Mulcahy for 
her stories in the Valley Voice, her 
book The Man with the Dancing 
Monkey (1998), her poetry, drama, 
fiction, non-fiction, or prize-winning 
radio play. On this occasion, she 

Author readings this month at the Slocan library
will introduce a ‘broadside’ being 
published by The North Press in 
Port Townsend, Washington. It is 
an excerpt of a longer poem called 
Dragoman, set in Israel where she 
lived from the age of 11 to 15. 
She, her sister and her mother were 
evacuated in 1967 before the Six 
Day War. The poem is part of a series 
about the period of skirmishes and 
battles after the Six Day War. She 
will focus on this period of her life 
in her talk. 

This spring, Nilsen launched her 
debut poetry collection OTOLITH, 
published by Goose Lane Editions. 
It was featured as a 2017 CBC spring 
preview pick as one of the most 
exciting books hitting the shelves 

in the first half of the year from 
Canada and beyond. It is described 
as at once spare and lush; the review 
said, “Nilsen turns over each idea 
carefully, letting nothing escape 
her attention and saying no more 
than must be said.” In 2015, she 
was selected from more than 1,700 
entrants from across the country for 
her poem Meanwhile, which was 
shortlisted for the CBC Poetry Prize.

Please consider an outing to the 
Slocan Community Library, 710 
Harold Street, on October 29. The 
friendly volunteers will be there to 
greet you with cookies and books 
will be available to browse and 
purchase if you wish. This is a free 
event. 

Barbara Curry Mulcahy of Slocan  will read from her book The Man with the Dancing Monkey. 
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GALLERY

• Sept. 26 - Oct. 7: Gail McMARTIN

Thank you for your support!

Studio Connexion Gallery: Gifts for your Eyes 
        and You

203 Fifth Ave.NW. in the heart of Nakusp
Always open by appointment, year-round: 250.265.3586

Nakusp Tai Chi
Dynamic way to 
health...
This incredible ancient health art makes 
you supple and strong in body and mind. 
It takes approximately four months to 
learn the complete Tai Chi set.

New Beginners Class starts Tuesday, October 10 
 (registration 10:30 am)

Nakusp Legion Hall: Tuesdays and Thursdays
Beginners 10:30-11:15 am; Continuing 9:30-10:30 am

For more information
please call:

 Ruth 250-265-3353
Wendy 250-265-4649

Julia Greenlaw gets a willing hand from helpers at 
Lucerne School’s Harvest Festival September 27. 
This year’s festival was blessed with a beautiful 
fall day and featured pony rides, farm animals, 

seed saving with Patrick Steiner of Stellar Seeds, 
folk dancing to live music by local musicians, 

apple pressing, harvesting the garden’s bounty, a 
vegetable display competition, and three delicious 

soups made on site to choose from for lunch.

This bicycle juicer was a big hit with kids at the Lucerne School’s Harvest Festival September 27. 
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This year’s Lucerne Harvest Festival had the added attraction of pony rides for the kids.

More than 50 people showed up to Harvest Share’s 10th anniversary pie party at the Bosun Hall in New Denver on September 30. 50 people + 25 pies = a fun event! Musicians at Harvest Share’s 10th anniversary pie party enjoy a bite to eat.
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submitted
International Credit Union (ICU) 

Day, the third Thursday in October, 
celebrates the spirit of the global 
credit union movement. The day is 
recognized to reflect upon the credit 
union movement’s history, promote 
its achievements, recognize the hard 
work and share member experiences. 

The seven credit unions that 
encompass the Kootenay, Boundary 
and Columbia Valley regions are 
taking the opportunity now to share 
exciting news: they are exploring the 
benefits of creating a single credit 
union to serve the needs of members 
and communities across the three 
regions. 

The seven partners launched 
discussions one year ago to respond 
to the question, “Would our members, 
employees and communities be 
better off if we were to combine our 
resources, talents and opportunities?”

Moving from a conceptual design 
that was finalized in August, the seven 
have now embarked on a formal 
business case that is expected to be 
completed this fall. If the business 
case is recommended by their boards, 
the new credit union will move ahead 
in 2018 subject to membership and 
regulatory approvals.

Kootenay-Boundary credit unions seek to amalgamate
The partner credit unions – 

Kootenay, Heritage, Nelson, Columbia 
Valley, Creston, East Kootenay and 
Grand Forks – are excited about 
the potential of this project and see 
enormous benefits for their members, 
staff, and communities.

If the combined credit union 
proceeds, it will serve the needs of 
82,000 members in 22 communities, 
through 24 branches. On behalf of 
their members, the combined credit 
union will manage $2.2 billion in 
assets.

Heritage Credit Union (originally 
named Castlegar Savings Credit 
Union) was established in 1948 
and is one of the longest running 
financial institutions in the Kootenays. 
Heritage has more than $175 million 
in assets with three branches serving 
the communities of Castlegar, Slocan 
Valley, and the West Boundary. 

Kootenay Savings is a member-
owned credit union with 11 branches, 
more than $1 billion in assets, 
39,000 members and more than 200 
employees. 

Nelson & District Credit Union 
was established in 1950 and has grown 
to more than $211 million in assets, 
serves over 9,200 members and has 48 
employees; it has branches in Nelson, 

Rossland, and on the East Shore of 
Kootenay Lake. 

Columbia Valley Credit Union in 
Golden was established in 1955 and 
has grown to $142 million in assets, 
and 4,400 members.

Creston & District Credit Union 

has $138 million in assets, with 23 
employees serving more than 5,300 
members in a single branch in Creston. 

East Kootenay Community Credit 
Union was established in 1950 and 
has grown to more than $327 million 
in assets and 11,480 members in 

Cranbrook, Elkford, Fernie, and 
Sparwood. 

Grand Forks Credit Union has 
operated for nearly 70 years from its 
branch in Grand Forks, with more 
than 8,000 members and an asset base 
worth more than $200 million. 

submitted
To make commercial lending 

more viable for credit unions, Finance 
Minister Carole James has announced a 
reduction in the amount of capital a BC-
incorporated credit union must hold in 
relation to commercial loans and leases.

This change means credit unions 
can maintain a lower amount of capital 
for commercial loans and leases. 
Specifically, the amount of capital 
credit unions are required to hold for 
commercial lending has been reduced 
when commercial lending is between 

Supporting credit unions’ contributions to small businesses
30% and 35% of the credit union’s 
unweighted assets.

Credit unions are key lenders 
for small businesses in BC. This 
is particularly the case in rural 
communities where a credit union is 
often the only financial institution in 
a community. The change to the cap 
for commercial lending recognizes the 
associated risks inherent to commercial 
lending and brings BC more into line 
with capital requirements for such 
lending in other Canadian provinces. 
It also allows credit unions to continue 

to provide affordable financing and 
banking services to small business 
owners.

In 2014, the Ministry of Finance 
began a broad review of the Financial 
Institutions Act and the Credit Union 
Incorporation Act to ensure that the 
regulatory framework continues to be 
effective, efficient and modern. As part 
of the legislative review, government 
is looking at comprehensive changes 
to capital requirements including 
eliminating prescriptive rules like the 
commercial lending cap.

submitted
Central 1 Credit Union says it 

is pleased by the BC government’s 
decision to fully reinstate the credit 
union tax treatment, as announced in 
the September 11 provincial budget 
update. 

Without the restoration of the 
treatment, credit unions faced a tax 

Credit unions welcome decision to restore tax benefits
increase of more than $26 million 
annually – money that could be 
better spent investing in businesses 
and individuals supporting local non-
profit organizations. 

“We worked closely with 
government to restore the small 
business tax treatment for credit 
unions, and allow them to continue 
to support their members. We’re glad 
to see that our recommendation has 
influenced policy,” says Central 1’s 
interim president and CEO Marilyn 
Mauritz. “With this tax change, 
credit unions will have more lending 

power, and will be better positioned 
to make important community 
investments – which strengthens 
the provincial economy as a whole.”

In communities where credit 
unions are the sole financial services 
provider, the tax change is likely to 
have an even bigger impact.

“Credit unions play an essential 
role in BC’s financial industry, 
particularly in smaller, underserved 
communities,” says Mauritz. “It 
benefits communities and the 
businesses that serve them when 
credit unions are taxed fairly.”
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by Art Joyce
Not many can say their business 

was born from an accident – and 
a near fatal one at that. But for 
Fisherman’s Market founders Geoff 
Austin and Adam Pearl, that’s 
exactly what happened. The two 
had been friends since childhood in 
Comox and fished together often on 
BC’s west coast. As young men they 
began working on fishing boats, a 
trade that goes back generations in 
Pearl’s family.

During the 2003 fishing season, 
they were fishing for prawn and 
found themselves in heavy weather 
north of Kelsey Bay, an area known 
for its dangerous whirlpools. Their 
boat began to keel over and Pearl 
stayed as long as possible in the 
wheelhouse making mayday calls. 
When the craft flipped, Austin had 
to swim underneath to cut loose the 
survival suits, which were strapped 
to the roof. A passing freighter 
launched a skiff and rescued the 
young men. The shock of being 
that close to death forced them to 
reassess their lives. 

“We asked each other: so 
what do we do now? This is our 
livelihood,” recalls Austin. They 
decided to become seafood retailers 
instead of fishers and for some 
reason settled on Nelson. “I’m not 
even sure why we chose Nelson, but 
probably because it was so far way 
from the busier seafood market in 
Vancouver.”

Their experience in coastal 
fishing served them well in retail. 
Austin and Pearl had by that time 
fished every commercially available 
species on the BC coast. From the 
beginning, they held to sustainable 
fishing practices – no dragnets 
for them. Crabs were caught with 
traps so that ‘by-catch’ – unwanted 
species that need to be returned 
to the sea – could easily be let go 
without harm. “All the salmon we 
caught was by trolling, the most 
sustainable way to fish salmon,” 
says Austin. “Halibut and black cod 
we fished with long line, a very low-
impact method of fishing. When 
you fish with a hook it gives you 
the opportunity to release anything 
you don’t want.”

Nelson residents soon became 
familiar with their retail location 
on Ward Street, which expanded 
next door to include the Dock 
seafood restaurant. Since then, 
they sold the restaurant but have 

expanded to four other locations: 
the first one in Kelowna, followed 
by Kamloops, West Vancouver, 
and Gibson’s. They were lucky to 
find staff with a similar passion for 
and experience with fishing. Their 
Kamloops manager, Gina, had run 
a BC salmon shop on Granville 
Island for 25 years. The Kelowna 
location at Harvey and Spall Streets 
had already been a seafood business 
but was failing. Their Kelowna 
partner, Cory Siegner, was a fish 
broker they’d worked with for years 
– like Pearl, he too was from a long 
line of fishers and dockworkers. 
Fisherman’s Market is now the 
largest independent seafood chain 
in Western Canada. 

“We’ve discovered the old cliché 
is true: it’s all about the people you 
have working for you. Adam and I 
have always, always paid ourselves 
last. We’ve never paid employees 
minimum wage; we’ve always paid 
people as much as we can and we 
have full health benefits.”

Having multiple branches has 
helped them build purchasing power 
to bring prices down for customers. 
With seafood prices steadily rising, 
their pricing strategy is to cut out 
the middleman or broker whenever 
possible, buying directly from 
fishing boats. During the salmon run 
each year, they wait until the initial 
price gouging is over before buying.

F i s h e r m a n ’s  M a r k e t  i s 
competitive with large grocery 
chains, “maybe not on price all the 
time but certainly on service and 
quality,” says Austin. They also 
offer regular wholesale purchases 
to customers wanting to stock up 

their freezers. 
“I have no question we sell some 

of the freshest fish in the market. If 
you go into the larger chains and 
flip over the frozen fish packages, I 
guarantee you most of the time it will 
say ‘product of China.’ Canadian 
fish stocks are extremely healthy 
and the majority of the fish we sell 
is Canadian.”

There’s a huge growth in 
consumer demand for fish and meat 
that is organic and free of antibiotics 
or hormones. Fisherman’s Market 
were early adopters of the Ocean 
Wise program, which alerts 
customers which endangered species 
to avoid buying and which are fished 
sustainably. Surprisingly, this can 
include farmed fish, provided it’s 
done properly. Some species like 
tilapia are already mostly farmed. 

“At a recent trade show, a 
closed system for sockeye salmon, 
a native west coast species, was 
demonstrated, being fed organic 
feed,” Austin explains. “It helps 
alleviate pressure on the native 
stocks.” 

Fisherman’s Market is the 
first to sell the Selva prawn, an 
artisan-raised black tiger prawn 
from Vietnam. Farmers are given 
incentives to preserve the natural 
mangrove forests in exchange for a 
higher return on their prawns. 

Despite their love of the ocean, 
both Austin and Pearl are here to 
stay. Austin is currently restoring 
one of New Denver’s prized heritage 
houses. “We’ve both fallen in love 
with the area,” says Austin. “This 
is where I want to live and raise 
my kids.” 

Fisherman’s Market stays true to founders’ principles

Geoff Austin, Cory Siegner, and Adam Pearl outside the West Vancouver location of 
Fisherman’s Market.
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Thank you to the volunteer 
firefighters of Kaslo & District 

for your  continued 
dedication and effort!

A heartfelt thank you 
to Kaslo firefighters 

and volunteers 
for their hard 

work and 
commitment to 

keep us safe

A big thanks to our 
volunteer firefighters! 

You’re awesome!

429 Front • Kaslo, BC   250-353-2257

Selkirk
Realty

306 Broadway • Nakusp • 265-3635

Hats off 
to all our 
dedicated 
volunteers!

We are always 
very grateful 

to all the 
firefighters…

volunteers, 
professionals, 
and forest fire 

fighters. We 
owe them our 

support.

Katrine Conroy, MLA
Kootenay West
1-888-755-0556

katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca
www.katrineconroy.ca

Crescent Valley Fire Department - Front row: Ezra Lemay, Captain Geoff Gaudet, Rob Postnikoff, Assistant Chief Rob Crowder, Adam Lebel, Captain 
Tyler Chernenkoff. Middle row: Chloe Lemay, Candace Pongratz. Back row: Glenn Pyper, Laine Wegener, Raymond, Nitz, Joe LeBlanc, Captain Tyler 

Niminiken, Chief Ryan Durand, Ryan Lewis, Mike Pereversoff. Missing: Captain Dan Zayac, Kyle Chernenkoff, Jake Popoff, Mike Crowder.

Kaslo Fire Department - Front row: Romel Butt, Janet Pearson, Kendrick Lawless, Michael Jones, Russell Semenoff. Back row: Niko Bekker, 
Patrick Guy, Kristi Gazzard, Carl Marsh, Orion Cooper, Mel Bryce, Douglas Yee. Missing: Larry Badry, Franz Kocher, Kevin Smith, Dan Dobkins, 

Jason Caple, Robert Barker, Jessica Laybourne.

Nakusp Fire Department - Michael LeCouteur, Dean Zanier, Captain Bill Regner, Bob Cann, Gordy Matchett, Tom Zeleznik, SO Lisa Hulshof, 
Gord Hogaboam, Helmut Klughammer, Jarrod Teindl, Keith Greenhalf, James Peterson, Chief Terry Warren, Captain Richard Cann, Deputy Chief 

Reg Gustafson, Lieutenant Art Olson. Missing: Arnie Herridge, Tim Fox, Greg Bobicki, David Scambler, Nathan Wiebe.

Hills Fire Department - Stan Bohnet, Phil Babakaiff, John Hermann, Brian Plummer, Joe Ciok, Daniel Hellyer, Lawrence Schiavon, Bouke Elzinga, 
Linda Fitchett, Richard Allin, Gerry Kinsel, Eric Faulks. On the truck: Wayne McCrory and Ron Friesen. Missing: Ellen Kinsel and Lorna Visser.
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Walter Popoff

Kaslo 
Mohawk

would like to
THANK YOU

for your commitment 
to our community.

405 - 4th Street  Kaslo

Nakusp
Glass

Our 
volunteer 
fire 
fighters 
are the 
best!

201 Broadway • Nakusp, BC
250-265-3252

Many thanks 
to our local 
volunteer 
firefighters!

ALL AROUND SEPTIC
250-354-3644 

allsepticvac@gmail.com

Thanks the brave 
volunteers of our local 

fire departments!
WETT Certified Master Technician

Wood/Electric/Oil Combination Furnaces
Our Catalytic Stoves are #1 in the world 

as rated by EPA - Factory Authorized 
Dealer in the West Kootenays

Duct Cleaning BEST METHOD Available
Doug Burton

Slocan City   •   250-355-0088

New Market Foods
New Denver, BC
250-358-2270

Our 
heartfelt 
appreciation goes 
out to the volunteer 
firefighters in our 
communities!

704 Arlington Road • Slocan City
355-2245

Kaslo & New Denver
Community 
Pharmacies

Dedicated to your Health

 

309 6th Ave., New Denver 
250-358-2500

Front Street, Kaslo 
250-353-2224

Thank-you 
Volunteer 

Firefighters. 
You’re the best!

408 Front St, Kaslo • (250) 353-2566 • www.figmentscanada.com

Thanks to 
our volunteer 

firefighters for their 
amazing dedication!

3014 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park, BC
250-226-7212

We thank the dedicated 
men and women of our 
volunteer fire 
departments

Thank You to the Crescent Valley Fire 
department who attended to an 

incident at the Garden Centre 
this past winter. Greatly 

appreciated to have 
you so close by 

and well 
trained!

250-358-2293

Passmore Fire Department - Front row: Alex Kinakin, Bradley Kinakin, Deputy Chief Peter Kabel, Assistant Chief/Training Officer Bill Hillary, 
Lieutenant Krista Nenn. Back row: Brad Braun, Peggy Frith, Nathan Mikkelson, Ben Carson, Chief Gord Ihlen, Christena Fedrick, Captain Mark 

Van Giessel, Lieutenant Derek Murphy. Missing: Captain Darren Metcalfe, Lieutenant Tom Hillary, Denise Lemoyne Demartigny, Kim Daley.

Burton Fire Department - Bob Moddy, Patti Moody, Barb Harrison, Margret Simpson, Cindy Stredulinski, Deputy Chief Scott Graham, F.F. Doug 
Macpherson, Howard Meeds, Calvin Macdonald, Jim Robertson, Chief Brian Harrop. Missing: Russ Bilinski, F.F. Brian Graham.

Slocan Fire Department - Front row: Alondra Burton, Daniel Mortensen, Stefan Kreuzer, Training Officer Rick Bergmann. Back row: Deputy Chief Kevin 
Marr, Captain Ian Stewart, Devin Lindsay, Chief John Gates. Missing: Captain Don Steen, Captain Chris Deighton, Sean Hamilton, Heather Clouston, 

Denise Dufault, Safety Officer Craig Roussain, Cody Garnier, Kevin Dahl, James Shaw, Nicky Blackshaw, Brent Blackshaw, Chris Langton, Peter Thompson.
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At Western Financial Group we know 
how much your dream home means to 
you. No one wants to go through the 
tragedy of a home or property loss — but 
in the unfortunate event that you do, you 
need to have the best coverage for your 
needs. Western Financial Group is here 
to provide that quality coverage, and the 
peace of mind that comes with it.

250-353-7633 405 Front Street Kaslo

We wish to 
thank the 
members 

of our local 
volunteer fire 

departments!

KMC KOOTRAC • 359-5033

Heartfelt thanks to all volunteer 
firefighters! We appreciate the 
risks and commitment you take 
on in providing this oft-times 
challenging and dangerous 
service for our community.

We appreciate the hard 
work and long hours of our 

volunteer firefighters

Thank you 
to our local 

volunteer 
firefighters for 

their exemplary 
community service.

Westside Small Engines
3637 Hwy 6 • Passmore

250-226-7145

Slocan Village Market
250-355-2211

Our local volunteer fire 
departments 

are the 
best!

Thanks to all 
the Valley 

firefighters!

Slocan Valley Co-op

Nakusp Centennial Golf 
Club
thanks
our local
volunteer 
firefighters for their 
fine community service
Hwy 6 • Nakusp, BC • 250-265-4531

We’d like to acknowledge the hard 
work and dedication of our volunteer 

firefighters!

Bill’s Heavy Duty Enterprises
250-359-7713

Thank you to 
the volunteer 

fire people in the 
Arrow Lakes

Winlaw Fire Department - Front row: Malika, Erynn, Corey, Joe. Middle row: Pat, Wolfgang, Alfred, Stephanie, Tracy, Carol, Josh. Back row: 
Sean, Steve. Missing: Gretchen, Fred, Mathew, Shane, Jason, Rob.

Edgewood Fire Department - Front row: Andy Holmberg, Lois Wood, Frank, Van Kuyk, Bill Dummett, Back row: Barb Holmberg, Jennifer 
Irmen, Sam Zerrath, Kit Roebuck, Lynda McNutt, Heather Lawrence, Lucien Michaud.
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Eric’s 
Meat 

Market
Doug & Denise & staff want 
to thank the local volunteer 
fire departments for keeping 

our communities safe!

425 Front Street • Kaslo

Many thanks to 
the courageous 

volunteers of 
the Kaslo Fire 

Department

411 Front St • Kaslo
250-353-2331

Slocan Valley

thanks our local 
volunteer 
firefighters 
for their 
dedication and 
commitment

The Village of 
New Denver 

thanks the 
fire department 

members for 
their continued 

service!

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Volunteer Firefighters 
save lives!

Thank you for your 
dedication to our 

communities!
RHC Insurance 

Brokers

250-358-2617
New Denver

We salute our local 
heroes. 

Thanks for everything 
you do.

The
Village of

Kaslo

Thank you to our 
local volunteer fire 

departments for keeping 
our communities safe 

from harm

Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

submitted
Like all community volunteer 

groups, Passmore Fire and Rescue 
experiences regular turnover. 
Passmore Fire Hall is well staffed 
by a solid group of firefighters, 
first responders, swift water rescue 
technicians, administrators and some 
members who pull double duty in 
Search and Rescue. 

Recently though, the department 
has lost some valuable members 
to other life paths such as school, 
work, retirement, moving for love 
and babies! The members need new 
volunteers to step up for training, and 
say they want to “tap into your fresh 
ideas and energy.”

What they do: provide emergency 
first response to structure fires, 
wildland fires (a growing concern), 
motor vehicle accidents, and swift 
water emergencies in the Passmore 
Fire District. The department also 
answers to medical emergencies 
in the Passmore and Winlaw Fire 
Districts. 

This summer, together with 
Winlaw Fire Department, the 
volunteers stopped a house fire 
from spreading to the adjacent 
forest and helped to create safe 
traffic conditions in and around 
many motor vehicle incidents, often 
arriving first on scene to help patients 
escape their vehicles. The trained 
first responders arrived at medical 
911 calls up to half an hour before 
the ambulance could, to provide 
emergency care to community 
members from Kosiancic Hill to 
Perry’s Hill in Winlaw. 

They responded to spring 
flooding preparation and evacuations 
and maintained a high level of 
readiness in face of the threat of 

Passmore Fire Hall looking for new volunteers
wildland fire throughout the summer. 
During this time, Passmore Fire and 
Rescue service also carried out one 
swift water rescue.

Why volunteer? When you 
volunteer for your local fire 
department, everyone benefits, 
including you! Did you know that 
residents would pay twice the 
amount for fire insurance for their 
homes without the volunteer fire 
service? 

Volunteering is an exchange. 
“Most people find themselves in 

need at some point in their lives. So 
today you may be the person with 
the ability to help, but tomorrow 
you may be the recipient of someone 
else’s volunteer effort.” – www.
energizeinc.com/art/why-volunteer. 
Check out this website for a great 
list of reasons to volunteer.

Another great reason to join the 
fire department is the training. This 
winter, in addition to responding to 
local emergencies, the department 
will focus on training new and 
existing members under the BC 
Structure Firefighters Competency 
and Training Playbook. Firefighters 
are trained to drive fire trucks, 
climb tall ladders, attack and defend 
against structure fires, perform 
emergency first aid, effectively 
operate communications devices, 
control traffic and work as a part of 
a disciplined team under the incident 
command system. Oh, and don’t 
forget the barbecues and Christmas 
party!

“Many years ago, somebody 
that I looked up to told me that 
whenever he moved to a new town, 
the first thing he did was to join 
the fire department,” says first 
responder Peggy Frith. “He said that 

it benefitted him too, in that it gave 
him instant clout in the community, 
put his finger on the pulse of the 
neighbourhood and [gave him] a 
ready-made group of friends with 
good morals and values. I followed 
his advice 11 years ago and found 
that he was right.” 

Passmore Fire and Rescue 
welcomes women and men with a 
variety of abilities and interests. To 
check it out, go to the Passmore Fire 
Hall any Tuesday night at 7, or leave 
a message at 226-7545.

New Denver Fire Department - Captain Jamie Grierson, Brent Olsen, Capt. Derek Hicks, Eli Collier, Rayan Duerichen, Sara Rainford, Chief Leonard 
Casley, Alvie Bouillet, Caleb Collier, Deputy Chief Nigel Thomas, Jordan Deakoff, Captain Mercedes Casley, Wilf Wilson, Roy Duncan, Captain Doug 
Fischer, Ric Bardati, Casey Law, Emma Calles. Missing: Captain Keith Steenhoff, Tyler Paynton, Isaac Carter, Calvin Reitmeier, Richard Harwood.

Fauquier Fire Department - Chief Beverly Knox, Deputy Chief Ed McGinnis, Sylvia Montgomery, Donovan Montgomery, Laurence Charles-
Lundaahl, Dan Conneil. Missing: Stewart Helm.
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Kootenay Lake Local Conservation Fund 
Request for Proposals

The Kootenay Conservation Program (KCP) and Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) 
are seeking proposals for projects that will benefit conservation in the rural areas around 
Kootenay Lake, specifically electoral areas A, D, and E within the RDCK. 

The purpose of the Fund is to provide local financial support for important projects that will 
contribute to the conservation of our valuable natural areas. Kootenay Lake Local Conservation 
Fund (KLLCF) funding is available for conservation projects that result in the reduction to a 
known threat to biodiversity. The themes for the Fund are water conservation, wildlife and 
habitat conservation, and open space conservation.

Projects that are technically sound and effective, and provide value for money through 
partnerships with other funders will be given priority. Proponents must be a registered not-for-
profit organization, First Nations band or local government. Unqualified groups or organizations 
may partner with a qualified organization. A Technical Review Committee will review project 
proposals and make recommendations to the RDCK for final funding approval.

To apply for funding, go to www.kootenayconservation.ca and click on the Kootenay Lake Local 
Conservation Fund tab. Review the Terms of Reference, paying particular attention to Section 
8 – Fund Design and then apply using the application form provided.

The closing date for project submissions is 4:30 pm PDT November 1, 2017. 

Project proposals must be delivered by email to info@kootenayconservation.ca.  

KASLO & DISTRICT

submitted
The Langham’s Guest Artist 

Series continues with the captivating 
duo, Freya, October 21. Named after 
the Norse goddess of love, beauty 
and fertility, Freya is a musical duo 
that intertwines guitar virtuoso Noel 
Fudge with concertmaster violinist 
Martine denBok, producing lush, 
intricate original soundscapes that 
evoke the essence of the goddess 
herself.

Fudge wows audiences with 
his masterful combination of 
fingerpicking, strumming, and 
percussive techniques and a range of 
alternative tunings, while classically-
trained denBok grounds the music 
with warm, sensuous tones and 
melodic characters. The result is an 
unmistakably unique sound that is 
fresh, playful and timeless and that 
pulls at your heart strings.

Freya’s exquisite compositions 
are a product of lives filled and 
informed with music and extensive 
technical training. DenBok is a natural 
born musician who began violin 
lessons at the age of three and has 
now performed as concertmaster for 
more than 20 operas with Edmonton’s 
Opera Nuova Orchestra. She also 
holds a Masters of Music in Violin 
Performance, and is the principal 
second violinist of the Okanagan 
Symphony Orchestra.

Fudge is a versatile contemporary 
composer, who holds a BFA in 
composition from Simon Fraser 
University, where he began developing 
his portfolio of compositions which 
range from film scores to singer-

Freya plays the Langham on October 21. Don’t miss this captivating duo!

The Langham presents Freya October 21
songwriter and instrumental music. 
He is also a multi-instrumentalist 
with an extensive performance 
background.

Though their music defies easy 
categorization, Freya’s sweet melodies 

and exquisite harmonies are deeply 
rooted in their New Denver home and 
evoke the passion, drama and natural 
beauty of the Slocan Valley landscape. 
Their recently released self-titled 
debut album is available on iTunes and 

will be on sale at the show. More info 
at www.fortheloveoffreya.ca.

You can catch a glimpse of 
Freya as part of the Langham’s 
Gala Commemoration Performance 
on Friday October 6 performing a 

specially composed piece of music. 
Then come and catch the goddess in 
all her glory Saturday, October 21 at 
7 pm in the Langham theatre. Tickets 
$15 at Willow and Sunnyside in Kaslo. 
Doors 6:30 pm. 

submitted
Kootenay-Columbia Member 

of Parliament Wayne Stetski is 
very happy about a policy change 
that resulted from his calling the 
government’s attention to a matter 
harming vulnerable seniors across 
Canada. 

MP Stetski rose in the House 
recently and demanded to know why 
the Minister of Families, Children 
and Social Development introduced 
a harmful policy last January which 
prevented Canada’s most vulnerable 
seniors from being eligible to receive 
the Guaranteed Income Supplement.

“I was pleased to see the 
government take my question seriously 

Vulnerable seniors receive benefits they deserve: MP Wayne Stetski
and implement immediate policy 
changes,” Stetski said. “Shortly after 
my question, the minister announced 
he reversed the policy decision 
and seniors separated for reasons 
beyond their control will be eligible 
for the supplement. Additionally, 
the announcement also came with 
assurances for involuntarily separated 
seniors who were denied the benefit 
this year will have their eligibility 
reexamined.”

Stetski said he was alerted to this 
problem by a couple in his riding 
who were forced to live apart when 
the wife’s dementia required her to 

relocate to an assisted living facility. 
After being told they were ineligible for 
GIS, the couple was forced to consider 
filing for voluntary separation, after 60 
years of marriage, in order to receive 
the supplement required to cover the 
additional housing costs. 

Service Canada advised Stetski 
that had they received this application 
prior to January 2017, the wife’s 
GIS application would have been 
approved.

An internal Service Canada 
document shared with Stetski’s office 
stated that the intention of the January 
policy changes “were not meant to 

place couples in a worse financial 
situation as a result of a provision being 
used.” However, that was exactly what 
was happening for this family.

Fo l lowing  the  min i s t e r ’s 
announcement of retroactive change, 
seniors who have previously been 
denied their GIS due to involuntary 
separation are encouraged to contact 
Service Canada, as these policy 
changes may affect their eligibility.

“As a first term MP, it means a lot 
to successfully intervene and affect 
policy that will better the lives of many 
seniors across Kootenay-Columbia and 
Canada,” Stetski said.

by Katrine Campbell
Dr. Christine Perkins is settling in 

to her new position as superintendent 
for School District 8 (Kootenay Lake), 
working with former superintendent 
Jeff Jones for a transition period. Jones 
officially retires October 31.

The school year opened with a 
major problem; on her first day, the 
director of operations became ill and 
there was a mad scramble to get the 
buses running for the first day of 
school.

Then there was the Pride parade 
on her first weekend here. Perkins, 
Jones and 40 other students, parents, 
teachers and staff rode a flag- and 
balloon-festooned bus in the parade on 
behalf of SD #8.

“That was really fun,” she says.
Perkins will continue the mission 

of the district as set by the school 
board: “excellence for all learners in a 
nurturing environment.” Expectations 
and goals set for students continue to 
be academic success, creativity and 
imagination, citizenship and resiliency, 
Perkins says.

The superintendent has been 
travelling across the district, touring the 
facilities and meeting the principals and 
teachers of the 26 schools. She says SD 
8 is working on the new BC curriculum 
and new programs, including some sort 
of dual-credit program with Selkirk 
College. 

“District-wide, all kinds of great 
things are going on and will continue. 
The district will honour the call for 
truth and reconciliation” by imbedding 
or infusing Aboriginal traditions in 
the curriculum. Friday, September 29 
was Orange Shirt Day, honouring the 
children who were sent to residential 
schools.

Elementary programs are built 
around kindness, Perkins says. “There’s 
a lot more than the basics these days, 
and kids have lots more unique 
opportunities than 30 or 40 years ago.”

Prior to taking this position, 
Perkins was assistant superintendent 
at School District No. 58 (Nicola-
Similkameen), where she worked 
in areas of professional learning, 
Aboriginal education, leadership 

development, and implementation 
of BC’s New Curriculum K-12. She 
has been a classroom teacher, vice 
principal, and middle and secondary 
school principal. She completed an 
MA in Curriculum and Instruction 
from Gonzaga University in Spokane, 
Washington, and a Doctor of Education 
in Educational Leadership and Policy 
from UBC.

SD #8’s new superintendent getting to know the district

Candidates 
for Kaslo 
byelection 
declared
by Jan McMurray

The candidates for Kaslo’s 
byelection have been declared.

Dustin East, Michael Halliday, 
Greg Lay, Molly Leathwood, John 
Rasmussen, and Henry Van Mill will 
all be running in the byelection on 
November 4. Advanced voting will 
take place October 25.

Watch for more information 
about the candidates in our next issue 
(October 19).
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ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLASSIFIED ADS

ADVERTISING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

TOWING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & 
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th 

Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

COMING EVENTS

CARD OF THANKS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
THE TALKING SPADE: Garden Lore from 
North Slocan Elders has been reprinted. 
This book about Slocan master gardeners 
and farmers is packed with gardening tips, 
recipes and profiles of familiar folks from 
south of Enterprise Creek to Hills. Copies 
at Raven’s Nest or from Anne 358-2666, 
annec@green-words.ca. $25.

A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR?  I f  so ,  c a l l 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment program where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 

counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

A BIG THANK YOU to all who supported 
the SLUGS Fall Garden Raffle. 1st prize 
winner- Dick Callison, 2nd prize winner 
- Ruth Claire Weintraub, 3rd prize winner 
- Glen Palmer.

CHUCKLEBERRY COMMUNITY 
FARM offers workshops in Four Season 
Gardening & Growing Great Garlic, 
October 1 and Home-Based Micro-Green 
Production, October 29. Great price- $65, 
lunch included. See Facebook page or call 
Jon Scott at 250-359-6669.
KASLO WELCOMES  the Girls’ 
Empowerment Movement Program (GEM). 
For self-identified girls ages 10-13. Art, 
yoga, games, and fun activities over six 
Saturdays: October 14-November 18, 11 
am-3 pm. Cost: $30, subsidies available. 
Info & to register, contact Raina Gardner: 
gem@nelsonwomenscentre.com or 250-
352-9949.

SLOCAN VALLEY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT Commission 2017 
meeting schedule: October 11 - Silverton 
Fire Hall Meeting Room, 6:30 pm; 
November 8 - Slocan Village Council 
Chambers, 6 pm. Unless posted otherwise. 
All meetings open to the public. For 
more information: 250-226-0064/ 
slocanvalleyedc@gmail.com.
DEATH CAFE Sunday October 29, 2-4 
pm, Knox Hall, New Denver. Death Café 
is a facilitated conversation about death, 
dying and living fully – a conversation that 
starts with your questions. Please join us 
on a journey of exploration and discovery 
through the territory where tenderness, heart 
break, love, fear and gratitude live side by 
side. Refreshments provided. Limited space 
(20); please register by emailing sdavies@
netidea.com. Sponsored by New Denver 
Hospice and WIDE SPOT.
AFRICAN DINNER Slocan Valley 
Grassroots Grammas. Saturday, October 
21, 2017. Vallican Whole Community 
Centre. Music, great food, speaker/slides 
by Kelowna Grandmother who travelled 
to Tanzania Gathering. Tickets $22, call 
250-226-7682. All proceeds to the Stephen 

Lewis Foundation to support African 
grandmothers raising their orphaned 
grandchildren.
THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 
is holding a Special General Meeting at 
1:00 pm on Sunday, November 12 at Knox 
Hall for the purpose of ratifying the revised 
Constitution and By-laws as required by the 
new Societies Act. The HGG’s AGM will 
follow immediately. 

FREEMASONRY: Celebrating 300 
years! 1717-2017. What’s it all about? 
www.freemasonry.bcy.ca. Lodges in 
Nelson, Kaslo, New Denver (Slocan 
Lodge), Nakusp (Star of the West), 
Castlegar (Sentinel).
SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
AGM:  Sunday, October 29, 2 pm. Location 
to be announced in next issue of the Valley 
Voice (October 19). 

SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
presents one Authors Reading this fall 
featuring two writers, Barbara Curry Mulcahy 
of Slocan and Emily Nilsen of Nelson. Enjoy 
poems and stories in a comfortable setting, 
Sunday, October 29, 1 pm.
ST. ANTHONY’S CHRISTMAS FLEA 
MARKET, Saturday, November 25, Bosun 
Hall, 10 am-2 pm. Contact Bev Casley 358-
7771 to book your table. $25/table.
HALLOWEEN DANCE  Saturday 
October 28 starting at 9 pm. Legion Hall 
502 Harold St., Slocan. Music by RUCKUS 
ROCKS. Tickets $12 ea. at Mountain Valley 
Station in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 
to reserve. Prizes for costumes. The Legion 
welcomes members & guests!
VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM Bottle Drive - Saturday, 
November 4, 2017 from 9:30-1:00. Pick-up 
from Slocan Park to to Slocan City. Call 
ahead for large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. 
Thank you for your support.
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

HEALTH

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph) 

nakuspredimix@gmail.com

NOTICES

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

PETS

HELP WANTED

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

October 13, 
2017

EDUCATION

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

FOR RENT

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

FOR SALE

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

COMING EVENTS
THE LANGHAM presents FREYA 
Saturday October 21 at 7 pm. Captivating 
New Denver musical duo intertwines guitar 
virtuoso Noel Fudge with concertmaster 
violinist Martine denBok playing uplifting, 
playful and timeless original compositions. 
$15 Willow and Sunnyside, Kaslo. Doors 
6:30 pm. www.thelangham.ca

TELLING OUR LIFE STORIES - A 
guided autobiography program for anyone 
wanting to get some of their life stories 
down on paper. Mondays, October 16 - 
December 4, 10:00 -12:00 at Passmore 
Lodge. This is a free program offered by the 
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy. Call 
Penny at 250-226-7605 to register.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ 
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325 
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.
NAKUSP SUITE FOR RENT in triplex 
on acreage. 3 bedrooms, appliances. 
Available. $725/month. 1-250-575-8867 
or 1-250-863-0886.
EXECUTIVE HOME IN NAKUSP. 3 
Bedroom, 2 bath. Granite, enclosed garage, 
carport + off street parking. 5 appliances. 3 
blocks from downtown, schools. 1-bedroom 
suite attached. Periodically occupied. Non-
smoker. Refs required. $2000 / mo. plus 
utilities. 1 yr. Lease. Available September 
15. Send refs to tjg2127@telus.net.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
FRIDGE & FREEZER FOR SALE 
- special edition Kenmore - frost free, 
ivory colour, good condition fridge $100; 
smallish chest freezer $50 - 358-2475.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.
JUST FOR THE HEALTH OF IT - 
Exercise/Brain Fit class for 55+. Stretch, 
Strengthen and Balance work, Brain 
games, Health info and snacks. Tuesday 
mornings 10-11:30 AM at Nakusp Seniors 
Hall beginning Tuesday October 10. $36 
for 10 classes or $5 drop in. Call Anne @ 
250-265-4290 for info.

KOKANEE PEAKS INTERIORS 
is looking for experienced drywallers 
and finishers for upcoming job in 
Nakusp. September-November, possibly 
longer. Send in resumes to tom_p@
kokaneepeaksinteriors.com or call 250-
352-5150.
NEW DENVER COMMUNITY 
PHARMACY  requires  par t - t ime 
employee for front store assistance. Duties 
include customer service, inventory, and 
administrative tasks. Please drop resume 
off at the store or email to kaslopharm@
gmail.com

Sing HU for CALMNESS, protection, 
healing and perspective. It’s for people of 
all faiths, traditions and practices. Check 
out eckankar-bc.ca/husong.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 

Playmor Junction, 359-7310. For NA: 
New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build 
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at 
www.proudofmydog.ca

ONE BEDROOM HOUSE for sale in 
New Denver. Well built. Good location. 
$176,000. Ph 250-358-7710.

CORE: Mandatory if wishing to obtain 
a BC Hunting License. Sat & Sun, Oct 
21 & 22, 9am-5pm. $135. Crescent 
Valley Hall.
Palette Knife Mountainscapes: with 
Evelyn Kirkaldy. Sun, Oct 29, 1-4pm 
$45. Crescent Valley Hall.
Drop-In Basketball: Mon, Oct 16-Dec 
11, 7:30-9:30pm. $4. Mount Sentinel 
School.
Red Cross Babysitting: Age 11-18. Fri, 
Oct 20, 9am-4pm. $52. Passmore Hall.

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S 
WINDOWS & DOORS with 
energy-efficient windows, doors 
and siding by Gentek. We are the 

exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We 
also have lots of wood and metal 
doors in stock. Now selling Gentek 
siding. 1-250-399-0079.

submitted
Residents and business owners were 

successful in conserving water in all of 
the RDCK water systems this summer. 
Conservation measures are normally in place 
from June 1 to September 30 every year for 
RDCK water systems, and are effective in 
reducing peak demand as a result of outdoor 
irrigation during the hot and dry summer 
months. This year, stricter measures were 
in place in the Balfour, McDonald Creek, 
Riondel, Woodland Heights, and Erickson 
water systems due to significant increase 
in demand in combination with declining 
reservoir and/or supply water flows. The 
RDCK’s Water Smart program contributed 
greatly to the success of the water conservation 
efforts. Two summer ambassadors attended 
community events, delivered educational 
workshops, knocked on more than 500 
doors to provide information, responded to 
overwatering concerns, and completed 89 
Water Smart assessments in participating 

RDCK water system users successful at conservation
systems. The main objective was raising 
local awareness of sustainable water use. 
Xeriscaping, the practice of planting drought-
tolerant and native plant species which can 
reduce water usage by 50 per cent, was 
promoted to RDCK water users. In Erickson, 
water meters installed for 22 properties 
with commercial orchards were regularly 
monitored and usage was presented to the 
owner-operators with the aim to optimize 
irrigation and reduce peak demand in the 
Erickson water system. Water users can learn 
more about water conservation measures at the 
RDCK website: www.rdck.ca/water.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Monday - 
Saturday

10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday 

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

SUMMER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
REALTOR®

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

CLASSIFIED ADS

submitted 
To ensure individuals have access 

to the mental health and substance use 
(MHSU) services they need, no matter 
where they live, Interior Health is 
expanding access to a rural telehealth 
pilot project. 

The project is currently expanding 
to Kaslo, Nakusp, New Denver, 
Boundary and Fernie, with services 
expected to begin in some of those 
communities by late September. 
The special ly-designed video 
conferencing software links rural 
patients experiencing an MHSU crisis 
with a psychiatrist in a larger centre, via 
telecommunication. “Unless you’ve 
struggled with a mental illness, it is 
nearly impossible to understand the 
barriers and stigma that people face in 
trying to get the support they need,” 
says Judy Darcy, Minister of Mental 
Health and Addictions. “If you live 
somewhere where you don’t have 
ready access to those supports, it can 

Telehealth improves rural access to mental health, substance use services
make you feel even more isolated 
and can sometimes lead to severe 
outcomes.”

The telehealth project began in 
January in Creston and Golden. 

“Let’s say a patient goes to a health 

centre or an emergency department 
where there are limited services,” 
explains health service administrator 
Chris Huston. “Rather than asking the 
person to go to a larger centre, which 
takes time, we can now connect people 

almost immediately via secure video 
conferencing software.” 

Over the past three months, the 
project has had more than 10 telehealth 
enabled consultations from rural 
emergency department locations. 

Clients, physicians and staff members 
are all praising the new service. 

For more information, visit 
www.interiorhealth.ca, on Twitter @
Interior_Health, or facebook.com/
InteriorHealth.

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust is launching a 

new $3.6-million program to help maintain 
and create new child care spaces.

“The Child Care Support Program 
will help sustain and grow quality licensed 
child care in the Basin,” said Johnny 
Strilaeff, president and CEO. “The child 
care sector has several complex issues, 
including affordability of child care for 
families, inadequate supply of child 
care spaces and a shortage of qualified 
professional staff to work in the sector. We 
are helping to address those issues with this 
new program.”

Over the next three years, the program 

Columbia Basin Trust strengthens child care in the Basin
will provide capital grants to support 
improvements to existing facilities and 
construct new child care spaces, training 
support for Early Childhood Educators 
to help fill workforce gaps and meet 
professional development needs, and a 
program advisor to support child care 
providers and work with the sector to find 
solutions for common business challenges.

There are 2,600 child care spaces in 
the Basin, yet there is demand for more 
spaces, more staff and more training for 
staff.

“Parents, child care providers and 
experts have provided input into the 
development of this program,” Strilaeff 

said. “We know quality child care is 
a critical resource that supports early 
learning and development, and helps 
parents’ ability to work or further their 
education.”

The first intake of the capital grants 
program will launch later this fall.

Earlier this year, the Trust also 
committed $210,000 to the 20 community 
Early Years Planning Tables throughout 
the Basin. These are community planning 
groups that coordinate and develop local 
resources to support young children’s 
healthy development and the needs of their 
families, such as hosting parent education 
events, connecting with hard-to-reach 

parents and coordinating early screening 
programs for children. Over the past 
five years, the Trust has helped improve 
the quality and safety of 300 child care 
spaces through its Social Grants program. 
The Trust identified early childhood and 
child development as one of 13 strategic 
priorities following an extensive public 
consultation in 2014/15.

Columbia Basin Trust supports the 
ideas and efforts of the people in the 
Columbia Basin. To learn more about 
the Trust’s programs and initiatives, and 
how it helps deliver social, economic and 
environmental benefits to the Basin, visit 
ourtrust.org or call 1-800-505-8998.
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by Sandra Smith
One hundred rain barrels will be put 

to use in Slocan and Silverton, thanks 
to the Coca Cola Company Rain Barrel 
Program. 

Slocan CAO Michelle Gordon, 
during a speech at the rain barrel 
assembly workshop on September 21 
at the Slocan Village office, explained 
that Coca Cola donated the barrels, with 
the Village only absorbing the cost of 
the shipping. The River Network out of 
Colorado, a program partner, covered 
the cost of 40 of the 100 assembly kits. 

T h e  Vi l l a g e  o f  S l o c a n ’s 
administrative assistant, Nicole 
Laframboise, discovered the US 
program designed to promote water 
conservation and awareness. Coca 
Cola repurposes its 55-gallon syrup 
drums into rain barrels using a spigot 
assembly kit from the River Network. 
The program rolled out in June in the 
US, but it was difficult to get all of 
the supplies gathered and delivered 
to our remote area on that schedule, 
Laframboise said.

“The timing couldn’t be more 
perfect though. After the long, dry, hot 
summer we just had, water conservation 
is on our minds,” she said. 

The rain barrels will reduce pressure 
on the Village water system, as the 
collected rainwater can be used for 
lawns and gardens during the summer 
months, said CAO Gordon. 

She pointed out that runoff from 
downpours will also decrease, reducing 
the amount of sediment entering the 
waterways. 

“Every barrel used is a barrel that 
stays in Gwillim Creek, the Village water 
source,” said Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society board member Sally Hammond, 
who was at the assembly workshop to 
speak about the importance of water 
conservation, even in abundant areas 
such as ours. “The creek ecosystems 
will thank you!” she said.

“There is a cumulative effect 
to water conservation. It may seem 
like a drop in the bucket, but as that 

Rain Barrel Program comes to Slocan and Silverton
saying goes, with each drop, the bucket 
begins to fill, leaving more water in the 
waterways. The more barrels and water 
conservation initiatives we can manifest, 
the faster the bucket fills and then we are 
really working to keep the ecosystem 
healthy,” Hammond said. 

“All we have to do is listen to the 
news lately, or look at the low levels 
of our creeks and rivers to recognize 
that climate change is at work, and 
with climate change comes water 
uncertainty.”

There are two types of water 
usage, said Hammond – necessary and 
discretionary. As we move forward, 
we can have a large effect on our 
discretionary use of water by using the 
collection of rainwater to water our 
gardens and lawns, clean our cars, and 
even to shower.

“I don’t know if any of you 
remember, but as kids we used to wash 
our hair with rain water and delight in 
its softness.” 

Canada has 20% of the fresh water 
on the planet and of that, over half travels 
north. With the greatest population in 
the south and only 7% of that water 
classified as renewable (snow, rain, part 
of the transpiration cycle), it is easy to 
see that water conservation is a priority 
for all Canadians, Hammond said. 

“If you add to that the predictions 
of a recent CBT climate change study of 
our area that shows our future weather 
being more wet and warm in the winter 
and increasingly hot and dry in the 
summer, it becomes apparent that every 
little bit helps,” she said. “The CBT 
research also shows temperatures have 
increased by 2.3% in the last 50 years in 
the West Kootenays,” she added.

Vallican resident Susan Jones was 
at the workshop to pick up three barrels 

after running short on water this summer 
for their gardens. “We needed something 
that would work to help our system. 
We used rain barrels at our last place 
so I know exactly what to do,” she 
said, confident the system would help 
to conserve water for her personal use.

The Village, recognizing the 
importance of water conservation in the 
area as a whole, extended the rain barrel 
program to neighbouring communities, 
said CAO Gordon. “The Village of 

Silverton gladly jumped on board and 50 
of the kits and barrels were delivered to 
Silverton. They hosted their rain barrel 
event on September 28.”

The Village of Silverton dipped 
into a community development grant 
and provided the barrels free of charge, 
while the Village of Slocan charged a 
modest $40 per barrel to cover the cost of 
shipping and assembly kits. The barrels 
were issued on a first come first serve 
basis and were going fast.

Slocan Village staff worked hard to bring the 
Coca Cola Company Rain Barrel Program to the 

valley. 100 rain barrels were donated, divided 
between Slocan and Silverton and delivered.

Provincial budget 2018: 
have your say
submitted

The all-party committee on 
finance and government services has 
announced its budget 2018 consultation 
schedule.

There are a number of ways that 
British Columbians can participate in 
the consultation, including presenting 
at a public hearing, making a written, 
audio or video submission, or 
completing an online survey. Two 
public hearings will be held in the 
Kootenays: Castlegar on October 11, 
and Cranbrook on October 12.

“The committee members are 
eager to hear from British Columbians 
and learn about their budget priorities 
for the coming year,” said committee 
chair Bob D’Eith. “The information 
collected … will inform the committee’s 
recommendations.”

Registration for the public hearings 
opened on September 21. This year 
participants will have the option to 
register online via the committee’s 
website, leg.bc.ca/cmt/finance.

The consultation will close at 5 
pm on October 16 and the committee 
will release its report by November 15.
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submitted
On Saturday, October 21, 

two free business workshops 
are being offered at Slocan Park 
Hall: Succession Planning and 
Social Enterprise. 

Will  Nixon, General 
Manager of the Basin Business 
Advisors, who has worked 
one-on-one with many small 

Two free workshops to support small business in the Slocan Valley
businesses over the last decade, 
will be presenting. If you have 
wondered about either of these 
hot business topics, this is a 
great opportunity to find out 
more.

Succession Planning runs 
from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm.

Do you have a business 
and want to learn more about 

successfully selling it? The 
best time to start thinking 
about selling your business is 
before you need to. You’ll come 
away from this workshop with 
lots of tools and suggestions 
for planning the successful 
transition out of your business. 

There will also be two guest 
speakers knowledgeable about 
succession planning and our 
region. Economist J. Buttle 

will paint a picture of our local 
economy and lawyer Leon 
Pigott will be on hand for 
questions.

Social Enterprise runs from 
1:30 to 4:30 pm.

A Social Enterprise is a not-
for-profit business model. You 
and your organization can learn 
how it works, find out if this 
is the right model for you, and 
determine your readiness and 

how to measure success. Bring 
your board or just yourself and 
find out more. 

There will be a light lunch 
served at Slocan Park Hall 
between 12:30 and 1:30 for 
those who have pre-registered 
at www.slocanvalley.com or 
at www.eventbrite.ca.  On the 
eventbrite home page, search 
for ‘Business Succession 
Planning and Social Enterprise 

Workshops’ in Slocan Park, BC.
The workshops are proudly 

sponsored by the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development 
Commission in partnership with 
the Slocan District Chamber 
of Commerce and the Basin 
Business Advisors, a Columbia 
Basin Trust/ Community 
Futures initiative. To find out 
more, visit www.slocanvalley.
com

submitted
When we choose what 

food we eat we make choices 
that influence our health, 
our environment, the local 
economy, the people in our 
community, and the culture 
they build. The documentary 
Feeding Ourselves, shot over 
a period of three years in the 
Slocan Valley and the West 

Feeding Ourselves documentary showing in the Slocan Valley
Kootenays, addresses these 
concerns. 

T h r o u g h  i n t i m a t e 
conversation with Kootenay 
food producers, the film 
explores their experiences 
as they redefine traditional 
practices in the context of 
our current realities. These 
conversations present both the 
unique issues that pertain to 

rural British Columbia as well 
as broader perspectives on 
agriculture, land stewardship, 
and right livelihood within 
our lives.

Following a successful 
premiere to broad acclaim 
in Nelson this spring, the 
film Feeding Ourselves 
is partnering with local 
organizations and touring the 

Slocan Valley this fall with 
three screenings. 

The first screening will be 
on Friday, October 13 at the 
Vallican Whole. The show 
starts at 7 pm. Admission 
by donation. Come early to 
stock up on preserves from the 
West Kootenay Permaculture 
Co-op.

On Saturday, November 
4 the Healthy Community 
Society of the North Slocan 
Valley will host a community 
potluck at the Silverton 
Memorial Hall. After dessert, 
the show will start. Donations 
for the film will be gratefully 
accepted. 

On Saturday, November 
25 there will be dinner and 
a movie by donation at the 
Slocan Legion. A community 
meal will be prepared and 
served by the Kootenay Food 
Mobile Kitchen Classroom 
Initiative.

submitted
Baker Street Blues will 

perform at the Memorial 
Hall in Silverton on Friday, 
October 20, 7:30-10 pm. 
Admission at the door, $15 
and $5 for youth and children. 

The Columbia Basin Trust 
and the Columbia Kootenay 
Cultural Alliance recently 
announced a $5,000 tour grant 
to Baker Street Blues. The 
grant was awarded to assist the 
band in putting together a tour 

Nelson blues band on tour in the Kootenays
of the Kootenays in support 
of their recently released CD, 
Turn Up The Heat.

The tour will involve 
performances in communities 
th roughout  the  reg ion 
including Kaslo, Silverton, 
Trail, Rossland, Revelstoke, 
and Grand Forks.

With more than 70 shows 
in the past 18 months at a 
wide variety of venues, the 
band members are ready to 
share their love of the blues 

and show the rest of the 
Kootenays why they have 
quickly become one of the 
busiest and hardest working 
bands in the region, while 
presenting blues that grabs 
hold of you and doesn’t let go.

Baker Street Blues very 
much appreciates the support 
of the Columbia Basin Trust, 
the Columbia Kootenay 
Cultural Alliance and all its 
supporters throughout the 
Kootenays.


