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Nature lovers in the Slocan Valley 

and beyond have joined forces to save 
a precious ‘swamp’ at the north end 
of Slocan Lake — a ray of hope in a 
world where wetlands are disappearing 
at an alarming rate, and with them 
critical habitat for innumerable rare and 
endangered species.

Under the auspices of the Valhalla 
Foundation for Ecology and Social 
Justice, a large parcel of private land 
within the Bonanza Marsh area in 
Hills has been purchased. The Valhalla 
Foundation is the same organization that 
purchased the Valhalla Mile waterfront 
property on Slocan Lake to make it part 
of Valhalla Provincial Park. The Bonanza 
Marsh acquisition was completed by the 
Foundation at the end of August.

The 35-acre parcel, which includes 
the core wetland habitat of the marsh, 
will become a nature preserve and will 
be stewarded with the goal of eventually 
restoring it to full natural functioning. 

During its previous decades of 
private ownership, the parcel of land 
included a residence and outbuildings, 
was used as a storage area for heavy 
equipment, and was subjected to 
numerous industrial activities. Despite 
these depredations on the dry-land 
portion of the parcel, most of the wet 
marsh component is intact. 

As a first step, the Valhalla 
Foundation, an organization dedicated 

The ‘beating heart of Bonanza Marsh’ to become a nature preserve
to environmental conservation and 
restoration, intends to clear the land 
of debris and abandoned equipment. 
Then with the help and expert advice 
of biologists who specialize in marsh 
and wetland restoration, the land will 
be carefully restored to function as a 
natural wetland. 

The intention is to make the nature 
preserve publicly accessible, open for 
everyone to visit so long as it is used 
respectfully. Future activities will include 
nature appreciation, wetland education, 
birdwatching and other low-key, non-
motorized activities. Gates will be 
installed to prevent further damage from 
vehicles and it will be closed to hunting, 
trapping and camping.

“This is fantastic news for 
biodiversity conservation around Slocan 
Lake,” said Wayne McCrory, chairperson 
of the Valhalla Foundation. “This marsh, 
the only wetland on Slocan Lake and 
the only wetland of its type in the entire 
West Kootenay region, functions as a 
purifier for the lake, cleaning its water. 
It is teeming with a rich variety of plant 
and animal life including the beautiful, 
and rare, helleborine orchid.” 

Fed in part by Bonanza Creek and 
in part by calcium springs, the marsh 
includes many rare and endangered 
plant and animal species, is home to 
many amphibians and reptiles, and is 
a major breeding habitat for the Pacific 
tree frog, whose spring mating chorus 

can be heard a kilometre away. The 
wetland also supports a diversity of bird 
life, including all manner of waterfowl. 
It is also potential breeding habitat for 
the endangered screech owl, recently 
identified in the Slocan Valley, and is an 
important haven for nesting neo-tropical 
migratory birds.

Preservation of the marsh also 
anchors a vital habitat link in the wildlife 
corridor between Valhalla and Goat 
Range Provincial Parks. It is also a 
key element in the recently identified 
‘Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor’ to 
protect numerous wetlands between 
Slocan and Summit Lakes.

New lease on life, new name
The Foundation has received 

permission from Sinixt leader Marilyn 
James to use the ancient place name 
Snk’mip, which means head of the lake, 
as the name for the new nature preserve.

“Its current name, Bonanza Marsh, 
refers to its recent past as a place to look 
for an exploitive mining bonanza,” said 
McCrory. “That name doesn’t reflect the 
Valhalla Foundation’s values or those of 
our supporters.” 

A town site named ‘Bonanza City’ 
was staked there by mining speculators 
seeking gold and silver in the 1890s.

“We wanted a name that shows 

respect for those who were here long 
before us and that communicates that 
we value the natural world first and 
foremost,” McCrory explained. “Thus 
we will be using the local First People’s 
name for the nature preserve. That name 
was Snk’mip (head of the lake). We 
pronounce it ‘snick-mip’ although we are 
seeking clarification on pronunciation.”
Valhalla Foundation 
Achievements

Protecting vital and fast-disappearing 
natural lakeshore and wetland habitat 
from damaging development is nothing 
new for the Valhalla Foundation, a 

continued on page 3

Looking south toward Slocan Lake: A portion of the Bonanza marsh parcel being purchased by the Valhalla Foundation, to become the Snk’mip Marsh Nature Preserve. 
The road with tracks (left side of the photo) was built by the former owner. This and other damaged areas will be restored and no motorized access will be allowed.
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by Katrine Campbell
One of two property-related 

charges against Marilyn James, a Sinixt 
elder living at Vallican, was dismissed 
by Judge Ronald Webb in Nelson court 
August 23. 

James, who represented herself 
in court, had been charged with one 
count of trespass and one count of 
mischief $5,000 or under. She did not 
deny the acts, but was found not guilty 
of the trespass charge while guilty of 
the mischief charge. Her sentence was 
an absolute discharge, with a victim 
surcharge of $100 and a six-month, 
$100 peace bond requiring her to stay 
away from the two women who were 
living in the house.

The house, on Slocan River Road, 
is owned by the Colville Confederated 

One dismissal, one guilty verdict in Marilyn James trespass case
Tribes (CCT) in Washington State 
through its registered society, the 
Arrow Lakes Aboriginal Society. The 
Sinixt are a member tribe of the CCT. 

The house was occupied by Angela 
Tuovinen, who acknowledged she paid 
no rent but was house-sitting for the 
permanent resident Bob Campbell, 
a Sinixt man who is currently in 
Washington State. A week prior to the 
alleged trespass, Tuovinen was joined 
by Melissa Dorey, after the locks were 
changed on the nearby cabin Dorey 
shared with Sinixt caretaker Robert 
Watt. Dorey said Watt had asked her 
to stay in the cabin when he recently 
returned to Washington after being 
removed from Canada for overstaying 
the six-month limit.

James objected to the two women 

living there because, she says, they 
were “freeloaders” who had no right to 
stay on Sinixt property. She originally 
referred to them as “white bitches” 
but modified that to say “non-tribal 
members” after learning Dorey is 
Mi’kmaw. James and other Sinixt 
wanted to use the house as a language 
and cultural school. She freely admitted 
to breaking and entering, and changing 
the locks and barring the windows, but 
said as a Sinixt person she had the right 
to be there.

James had posted her name, phone 
number and address with instructions 
to Dorey and Tuovinen to contact 
her for access and to reclaim their 
possessions. Instead, they managed 
to get back into the house and called 
the RCMP. 

Judge Webb had a difficult job. 
Under Canadian law, which James calls 
‘colonial’ law, her admission of the 
trespass and the lock-changing would 
seem to make it a straightforward 
case; however, the dispute between 
the Vallican Sinixt and the Colville 
Tribes over cultural and traditional 
jurisdiction made it challenging. 

The court heard testimony from 
Dorey, Tuovinen, Constable Sophie 
McLean, and CCT Chair Dr. Mike 
Marchand. James then cross-examined 
them all, with guidance from the judge. 
She questioned the women’s right to 
be in the home, and asked who had 
given them permission. In response to 
Dorey’s statement to the RCMP that 
“the Sinixt community don’t stand with 
her [James],” James asked if they had 
ever seen her at Sinixt events, and if 
they had ever seen her being thrown 
out of such events. They said they had 
seen James attending but had not seen 
her thrown out. 

James questioned McLean about 
her understanding of Indian culture; 
the constable said she had taken RCMP 

training, but also had grown up with 
Indigenous people and had a deep 
understanding of the culture. She added 
that she had resolved problems through 
healing circles. McLean acknowledged 
that there were many different cultures 
and she wasn’t familiar with the Sinixt, 
having recently arrived in BC.

To James repeatedly asking why 
it had taken from the date of the 
offence (November 30) until January 
to lay charges, McLean replied that 
she wanted to talk to the Colville 
Tribes for their input, and “knowing 
how Indigenous people like to handle 
things, I gave them time.”

Marchand took the stand and 
answered Crown prosecutor Sunday 
Patola’s questions. He explained that 
the CCT, a confederation of 12 tribes, 
has a 1.5 million-acre reservation 
in Washington. It created the Arrow 
Lakes Aboriginal Society to own the 
small acreage in the Slocan Valley. 
He testified that he personally didn’t 
know the names of the occupants of 
the house, but that all occupants require 
either a lease or a resolution from the 
band council. 

Asked if James had permission 
on November 30 to be at or inside 
the house, or to change the locks, he 
said “no.” 

James questioned the existence of 
the ALAS, noting that under the BC 
Societies Act, an AGM must be held 
every year but that the ALAS had not 
filed notice of an AGM since January 
2014. The society’s incorporation 
document said its purpose was to 
advance the Arrow Lakes aboriginal 
people’s social, cultural and ceremonial 
traditions. James asked if the resolution 
the council made December 1 
affirming Tuovinen’s and Dorey’s right 
to be in the house fulfills that purpose; 
Marchand replied “yes.”

In the end, Judge Webb ruled 

on the charges, saying he was being 
“charitable” in acquitting her of the 
trespass charges. Many of the issues 
brought up in the trial were political 
and cultural, and the judge found 
them irrelevant as to James’ guilt or 
innocence. 

“Most of the other evidence dealt 
with infighting among the Sinixt,” he 
said. “Obviously the quarrel is bigger 
than what happened on November 30.”

Asked for her comments after 
the verdict, James said she thought 
the judge was sympathetic to her 
arguments.

“When the settlers came and made 
it illegal for Indian people to practice 
their culture in traditional ways, made 
it illegal to hold ceremonies …  if it 
hadn’t been for my ancestors breaking 
the law there wouldn’t be any culture 
today. I would rather break a colonial 
law than a cultural law any day.

“It’s a real display of how colonial 
thuggery is alive and well in the Slocan 
Valley today,” she added. Asked to 
clarify, she said “I’m talking about 
Melissa Dorey. The Colville tribes have 
learned their colonization lesson very 
well. They need to pay attention and 
decolonize themselves to better serve 
their tribal membership.”

The CCT provided a written 
response from Marchand, which says: 
“While we would have preferred 
convictions on both the malicious 
mischief and trespass charges in 
this matter, we are pleased that the 
Court found Marilyn James guilty of 
malicious mischief, and has issued an 
order prohibiting her from contacting 
specific people authorized to be on the 
Colville Tribes’ Vallican property. 

“The Colville Business Council 
was elected to represent all twelve 
bands of the Colville Confederated 
Tribes and we have nearly 3,000 
enrolled Sinixt. The Colville Tribes 
and its Arrow Lakes Aboriginal Society 
will continue to advance the interests 
of the Sinixt people by protecting the 
integrity of this culturally-significant 
property for all Sinixt people.” 

Marchand later told the Valley 
Voice the tribal-owned property was 
“really no different from personal 
property. I don’t let anyone walk in 
and out [of my house] at will … she 
should have [to have] permission. She 
[James] doesn’t represent or speak for 
the tribe in any way.”

He said he was surprised the judge 
felt she had an interest in the property, 
as “she spent no money on it.”

Asked about her assertion that 
she had the right to be in the house 
because she is Sinixt, Marchand said, 
“Apparently she was pretty convincing 
but I’ve never heard that in a court of 
law. We’ll work within the law, we’re 
not going to break the law.

“My concern is that if she has the 
right to do whatever, the other 3,000 
Sinixt will have ideas on what to do 
with the property. We have to have a 
look at the decision… we have a large 
tribe, 9,500 independent thinkers on 
the reservation.

“We have a formal organized 
government with elected leadership, 
constitutional laws and a decision 
making process. No authority defers 
to her.”
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

www.vincedevito.com

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

Professional fitting, 
expert service.

www.facebook.com/
pages/Vince-DeVitos-

Specialty-Footwear-LTD

Annual Footwear Clearance 

Sidewalk Sale -- $25 - $50 - $75 tables

20% off 
Running 
Shoes

10% off 
CSA work 
boots 15% off 

Blundstones

WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

You’re Invited
Meadow Creek Spawning 
Channel Open House
View the spawning kokanee; talk to biologists; learn about BearSmart, 
WildSafe BC; and the Nutrient Restoration Program in Kootenay 
Lake. A great free, family event!

Saturday, Sept. 9, 2017, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
North end of Kootenay Lake, 4 km west of 

Meadow Creek 
Hosted by the Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program, and the Min-
istry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO)

The channel is open daily during the kokanee spawning season from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Please be aware that if there are high bear 
densities, it may be completely closed to the public, at any time, by 
FLNRO. For more information call 250-354-6333 or visit fwcp.ca.

COOPER CREEK 
CEDAR LTD

2017 CUTTING PERMIT 
DEVELOPMENT

Cooper Creek Cedar Ltd is posting 
their planned 2017 Cutting Permit 
Development for the interested public’s 
information.  As the development 
progresses for each CP being developed, 
CCC will post maps showing the general 
location of the planned development, a 
CP map and the planned cutblocks and 
access road systems.  The website will 
be regularly updated as the CPs are 
developed.  The 2017 CP Development 
can be viewed at:

http://timberland2001.ca/cooper-
creek-cedar-ltd/ 

Follow the link to: “2017 CP Development” 
and each CP will be posted by CP number.

Comments regarding the development 
of each Cutting Permit &/or Road Permit 
can be submitted to: coopercreek@
porcupinewood.com

Note: the 2017 CP Development posting is 
for information purposes only and is not a 
formal referral process.  CCC appreciates 
all comments; however, CCC will only 
respond to those comments that may 
affect a material change to the CP.  

registered charity and land trust. The 
Snk’mip Marsh Nature Preserve will be 
a fabulous addition to the Foundation’s 
existing conservation holdings and 
stewardship initiatives. These include: 
Colleen’s Beach Park near Coopers 
Beach on Slocan Lake; the addition to 
Valhalla Provincial Park of the 160-acre 
Valhalla Mile waterfront property; the 
Elkin Creek Nature Preserve in the BC 
Chilcotin region, 240 acres of wetlands, 
salmon spawning sites and native 
bluegrass meadow habitat; and now 
the Snk’mip Marsh Nature Preserve at 
the north end of Slocan Lake. As well, 
the Foundation holds and monitors two 
conservation covenants.

Local citizens who hike, ski and 
birdwatch here immediately came on 
board, knowing well how precious 
the marsh is for nature. More broadly, 
support came from individuals and 
conservation groups throughout the 
Slocan Valley and in response to an 
appeal sent across North America to 
long-time supporters of the Valhalla 
Foundation.

“Local people gave generously, 
many of them digging very deep, 
because they have been concerned 
about damaging practices at this marsh 
property for a long time and desperately 
hoped the day would come that it 
could be protected,” said Lorna Visser, 
McCrory’s wife and a fellow lifelong 
conservationist who assisted with 
fundraising for the acquisition. “We 
would like to thank both those who 
donated from afar and especially the 
numerous Kootenay residents who 
donated along with the Hills Recreation 
Society, North Slocan Trails Society, 
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society and 
Valhalla Wilderness Society.” She notes 
that all donors will receive a charitable 

receipt at the end of the year for income 
tax purposes. 

“Members of  the Valhal la 
Wilderness Society can be assured that 
the society made a significant donation 
to the acquisition on their behalf,” said 
Valhalla Foundation Director Craig 
Pettitt. “Along with other groups, we 
have been working for decades to secure 
this marsh’s protection. Congratulations 
to the indefatigable fundraiser and 
conservationist, Lorna Visser, and to 
her husband and our colleague, Wayne 
McCrory. As residents near the marsh, 
they have taken a special interest in its 
protection for many years.”

Biologist Marcy Mahr, who lives 
in Hills and is a passionate advocate for 
the marsh, helped whip up enthusiasm 
for its preservation and helped organize 
a community briefing and fundraising 
event held at the McCrory /Visser home. 
There, she gave a presentation on the 
biodiversity corridor concept and how 
the marsh, an unparalleled biodiversity 
gem, fits into that larger conservation 
framework.

The Snk’mip Marsh acquisition 
team foresees many volunteer work-bees 

ahead, including pulling knapweed and 
other invasive species and replanting 
damaged areas with native plants. To 
help out, or to make a donation to the 
Foundation’s long-term Snk’mip Marsh 
Stewardship Fund, contact Wayne 
McCrory at 250-358-7796, waynem@
vws.org or Craig Pettitt at 250-358-7997. 

The ‘beating heart of Bonanza Marsh’ to become a nature preserve
continued from page 1

by Jan McMurray
Two significant wage increases for 

ambulance workers this year go a long 
ways towards addressing the chronic 
recruitment and retention problems in 
rural and remote communities.

“We’re moving on from the era 
where paramedics were quasi volunteer 
positions,” said Cameron Eby, provincial 
secretary treasurer of the Ambulance and 
Paramedics and Emergency Dispatchers 
of BC.

For years, ambulance workers 
received only $2 per hour to be on call, 
and if called out, would receive regular 
paramedic wages for the call. As of July 
1, paramedics on call receive $2 per hour 
plus a guaranteed four hours of call-out 
pay, whether they are called out or not.

The other significant change 

Wage increases for ambulance workers bring stability and jobs to small communities
el iminates  a  $5 hourly wage 
disparity between full-time and on-
call paramedics. The universal rate is 
being phased in, so on-call paramedics 
received a $2.50 per hour raise on April 
1 this year, and will receive a $2.50 per 
hour raise on April 1 next year for their 
call-out time.

“These two changes are transforming 
the job in rural and remote communities 
to something you can make a living 
doing, so we’re hoping that will translate 
into more paramedic jobs,” said Eby.

Eby reports that the four hours of 
guaranteed pay is a temporary measure. 
“BC Ambulance Service has said it’s 
a temporary measure because they are 
looking at a more sustainable model for 
rural and remote communities.” Looking 
forward, Eby says he hopes the more 

sustainable model will mean full-time 
jobs, and he looks forward to working 
with BCAS to make that happen.

Eby explained that the universality 
rate has been an objective of the 
paramedics union for many years, and 
was finally realized in the 2014 round 
of bargaining between the union and 
BC Ambulance Service (BCAS). The 
guaranteed four-hour call-out pay was 
agreed to outside of the bargaining 
process, during discussions about how 
to address the recruitment and retention 
issues in rural and remote BC.

“It’s all about us [the union] trying 
to work with the employer and the 
new government to think about new 
ways to staff those small communities. 
These two changes and the community 
paramedicine program are helping bring 

jobs and qualified paramedics back to 
rural and remote communities,” Eby 
said.

Eby explained that the guaranteed 
four-hour call-out pay has its origins 
in Northern BC with the opioid crisis. 
Around Christmastime 2016, a measure 
very similar to the guaranteed four-
hour call-out pay was instituted across 
northern BC. “We saw stations that 
would typically have 70 vacant shifts in 
a month go down to 0-5 vacant shifts, 
so it had a dramatic impact,” Eby said.

“It’s really going to be the small 
stations where these changes will be felt 
most – the ones where there are days or 
weeks between calls. People can actually 
get paid to work there now.”

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. Letters and articles should be no longer than 
500 words and may be edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted 
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The British are Coming! The British are Coming!   
Car show in Kaslo September 10.

Legal advice 
Be careful what you say or do
Donald Trump just loves to sue.
Slander, libel — easy prey
Anything you do or say. 
His lawyers, they have lawyers, too,
And they just might come after you.

Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

Health care in Kaslo 
The Kaslo Primary health care and 

emergency clinic services are excellent, 
and part of why my husband and I 
decided to make Kaslo our permanent 
home in retirement. Recently I needed 
help, and went up the hill in the 
morning, where I was checked in by 
Dorothy, then met by Carol, a very 
caring and competent nurse, and soon 
after, examined by a very polite and 
professional doctor. It was his first day 
on a locum in Kaslo. This great team 
did all the tests, reviewed appropriate 
medication, kept me in the clinic to try 
the meds, and affirmed that this is the 
place to be for appropriate, efficient and 
superb health care! Thanks so much, 
Dorothy, Carol and Dr C.

Nancy Gibson 
Kaslo

Why the Navigation 
Protection Act matters

Right now, the federal government 
is reviewing the Navigation Protection 
Act—that’s the law that should give all 
Canadians the right to paddle up and 
down this land’s waterways. That right 
is very important to me.

In recent years, 99% of Canada’s 
waterways lost navigation protection 
under the act. Unless our waterways 
have full legal protection we’ll all lose 
our right to enjoy and play in streams, 
rivers, lakes and oceans. 

Even worse, when waterways 
are blocked by development or land 
owners, sensitive ecosystems are 
put at risk. There’s currently no law 

that makes it mandatory to evaluate 
environmental impacts on blocking 
and obstructing waterways, which 
can seriously harm fish, fish habitat 
and water.

Long-lasting decisions are being 
made right now about our basic right 
to explore this country by kayak and 
canoe. Fellow outdoor enthusiasts, I 
hope you’ll join me in writing or calling 
your MP to tell them to make sure the 
Navigation Protection Act protects our 
environment, heritage and way of life. 

Water is life and must be protected 
wherever it is. On private land, public 
land or Indigenous land. Do the right 
thing and make it so.

Michael Brown
New Denver

The Slocan Valley 
is a green jewel 

The Slocan Valley is a green jewel, 
sparkling with life from clear water, and 
still relatively quiet and with clean air!

Others want it, and plan to change 
it to suit themselves, not thinking that 
the changes they make would change 
the valley that it is.   

Jill and I have loved our life of 26 
years here, and we could not have asked 
for a better environment to live in and 
raise our family, or for better bonds 
of friendship and community.  With 
extreme thanks in our hearts for this 
great gift, we have had great difficulty 
in accepting the dictates of life that now 
put us in Castlegar.

I believe that only engaged and 
vigilant citizens can protect this 
valley, because ONLY vigilant and 
engaged citizens care to be the stewards 
of this Valley.  I urge all of you to 
TAKE PART somehow with money, 
membership, time, interest, support, 
letters, action, politics or whatever else 
you can do to support those who work 
for our valley’s values. 

I’ll be seeing you on the valley 
trails for a long time yet: We can’t leave 
the Valley’s legacy behind! Thank you 
all for being part of our happy life here!

Eric & Jill Faulks
Hills

JMRM et al.
The Jumbo Mountain Resort 

Municipality, the politically contrived 
entity of the previous BC Liberal 
Government, continues to tick along. 
The inference that there is a municipality 
in the Jumbo Valley that needs a mayor 
and council is a mind boggler. Yet they 
meet occasionally so that they’ll be sure 
to not only collect funding from the 
province for the municipality but also 
receive their stipends for their strenuous 
jobs on behalf of nothing-o.

And nothing has happened with 
the proposed resort since the former 
provincial Environment Minister, Mary 
Polak’s non-substantial start decision 
in Oct. 2014, and the subsequent 
cancellation of the proposed project’s 
environmental assessment certificate. 
But Jumbo Glacier Mountain Resort 
Municipality continues.

Council members are awaiting the 
decision from the Ktunaxa’s appeal to 
the Federal Supreme Court contesting 
the BC Supreme Court’s decision that the 
proposed resort would not alter the sacred 
qualities of Qat’Muk (the Ktunaxa’s 
name for the Jumbo Valley area), where 
the Ktunaxa Nation’s benefactor, the 
grizzly bear, goes to pray.

As well, Oberto and Tomasio Oberti, 
proponents for the Glacier Resorts 
Corp., are exploring both the option of a 
reduced bed base in order to be exempt 
from the Environmental Assessment Act, 

and the option of having the decision to 
cancel the Environmental Assessment 
Certificate overturned.

If development plans have been 
clarified by 2018, it is expected that the 
Jumbo Mountain Resort Municipality will 
move forward with the comprehensive 
zoning bylaw for the resort base.

So, now that we have a new 
government it is time to lobby both 
John Horgan and Andrew Weaver. 
Convincingly suggest that the entire 
proposed resort site, plus the Lake-of-
the-Hanging-Glacier, need in perpetuity 
protection because – list all assets the site 
offers the future as undeveloped among 
which are: four glaciers sending clear, 
clean water into the Columbia River 
system, a flourishing mixed habitat 
from mountain top (think wolverines) 
to marsh (think marsh orchids) and the 
forest habitat that supports all the large 
mammals (prey and predators) as well 
an abundance of healthy flora. It is an 
all-seasons non-motorized recreation 
location with easy access and, of course, 
a favourite destination wilderness for 
locals and the many visitors who come 
to experience the wild Jumbo.

John.Horgan.MLA@leg.bc.ca
Andrew.Weaver.MLA@leg.bc.ca
I’m going to tell them to pay off 

the Obertis for jumping through all the 
hoops that were required and get them 
gone for good.

Rowena Eloise 
Argenta 

Fire suppression not 
people suppression! 

This newbie to the Koots is 
confused about British Columbians’ 
mixed messages on fires. It was ok for 
a 60-foot-wide slash that I witnessed 
to burn completely unattended in 30º 
Celsius heat during May long weekend, 
20 feet from a Retallack forest. But have 
a campfire, attended in a contained steel 
fire-pit by a lake and I’m threatened 
with a fine – for this might grow into 
an unattended 60-foot-wide slash fire? 

Wow. How am I supposed to read 
this … and still give fire wardens, 
fire police and policy makers all the 
credibility they need to keep intelligent 
people onboard. Believe me I want 
to make our fire suppression leaders’ 
job easy and obstacle-less, but 
something doesn’t jive here within me.  
The messages aren’t clear here. Industry 
backed by huge allocated lobby/court 
room budget get their fires. Simple 
citizen with no lawyer is easily bullied 
into discriminatory fire bans. Boring.

It seems that the campfire ban 
and ensuing motorized vehicle 
ban is reflective not of an annually 
well-managed prevention strategy 
but ultimately reflective of a lack in 
resources. Fair enough. Old school 
approaches always precede new school. 
The trend as in other sectors seems 
to be ‘let the masses be the pressure 
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relief’. Hence as long as fire suppression 
leaders accept that their mandate’s 
main obstacle is budgetary, that they’ll 
never get enough money to have a well-
oiled fire suppressing machine, then 
naturally it will go from campfire ban 
to motorized vehicle ban to outright 
everybody is banned from the bush 
in BC every summer. FOREVER. 
Kiss your 2-week holiday in BC nature 
goodbye. Kiss using your $10-20,000 
of toys goodbye. Kiss your liberty to 
decide for yourself that you can make 
a safe campfire goodbye. And kiss so 
many other liberties goodbye for the 
police-state-kind-of-thinking machine 
won’t/ doesn’t apply just to the Ministry 
of Natural Resources. 

Yes, I know I’m being such an 
idiotic alarmist, aren’t I?

Fire departments across Canada 
ensure that local fire halls are filled up 
with manpower and fire trucks. With 
their 4-minute (or whatever) response. 
Every year. Every municipality.  
It’s time to fund the wildfire suppression 
teams in exactly the same way. For all 
of BC. A permanent fixture. Make sure 
that every region has all the manpower 
and all the equipment & aircraft & 
latest in strategic advances to keep 
everyone safe. Any and all new fires 
are completely under control within 24 
hours or whatever x amount of time.  
I imagine in the olden days gearing up 
fire halls province-wide was done only 
once the thinking changed from ‘only 
big cities can afford to have fire halls.’  
People deserve fire suppression not 
people suppression!

Marc Heroux 
Nelson

Slocan Valley 
Wildfire Survival

Supporting (last issue) Ron Huss’ 
hope that we start taking better care 
of our timber resources, and agreeing 
with ‘small scale salvage,’ I’d just like 
to further comment on what to ‘select’ 
for cutting.

With regard to fire prevention, or 
more accurately, surviving inevitable 
fires, ‘taking the best and leaving the 
rest’ is not the right move. All the experts 
agree that we need to keep the best and 
the biggest trees because as the climate 
changes: they may not grow back; they 
have the best seed; but thirdly, and most 
important, the large trees can withstand 
fire, especially when the fire is on the 
ground, the big trees are spaced out 
and when the branches (up to 10 feet if 
possible) are not there to wick the fire 
upward.

If we can achieve this, and make 
room for fire to race through the forest 
floor, I think we have a chance  here. 
We love our trees, and they give us so 
much. Sadly, cedars may go as more 
drought-resistant pines and grasses will 
be the norm. But we should be able to 
keep a smaller number of older fir, pine, 
and by our creeks, the occasional cedar.

Regarding preparation of the forest 
floor, once the branches of the big 
trees, the smaller trees not bucked up 
for firewood, and the other ground fuel 

has been felled and gathered, the use 
of a chipper, to avoid any more smoke, 
would be the way to go. A friend with a 
chipper told me with a grin the other day, 
“When the chips are down, that’s when 
things start to get better”. Meaning that, 
properly done, with chips on the ground, 
the forest floor loses its flammable nature 
AND gets nourished.

A tall order to be sure, but access to 
a chipper should be on our community’s 
wish list for this Fall. The portable 
smaller ones aren’t that expensive and a 
neighbourhood could pool some funds 
to buy one. Labour-intensive for sure, 
but the big player funders ought to pitch 
in at this point in time. I would love 
to see SIFCo and the RDCK (thanks 
for the fire assessment initiative) take 
a leading role in getting ‘boots on the 
ground’ help and education for local land 
owners and the community in general to 
do the right thing in cooperation with the 
valley as a whole. This just might give 
us the chance to survive, with some of 
our beautiful trees intact too, in the fires 
seasons ahead.  Yes, yes, and the logging 
practices such as cutting the very last of 
the old growth which has unsurpassable 
benefits including proportionally higher 
carbon ingestion (and chipping them! 
for pulp) as well as all those things we 
know, like get out of the watersheds 
and quit leaving nothing but burn piles 
etc. Anyway, we could do it here. If not, 
where??

Not enjoying the smoke much!
Daphne Fields

Slocan

Doctor shortage
As many of you are now probably 

aware the Slocan Valley is facing a 
doctor shortage. One of the doctors based 
in the Slocan Community Health Centre 
in New Denver has moved on. We are 
now down to one doctor plus a nurse 
practitioner.

Over the years we have watched 
other communities face doctor shortages 
and seen their efforts to find replacement 
doctors and nurses with varying degrees 
of success. We knew this was eventually 
going to happen to us but always swept it 
under the rug hoping it wouldn’t happen 
to us. Well now it has.

Anticipating the present scenario, the 
Slocan District Chamber of Commerce 
Health Committee recently expanded to 
include the entire Slocan Valley which is 
also the area served by the Health Centre. 
The Chamber Health Committee now 
has representatives from RDCK Area 
H, Slocan, Silverton, New Denver, the 
Health Centre Hospital Auxiliary, the 
New Denver fire department and other 
Chamber members and local citizens.

As part of our ongoing efforts to 
help and work with IHA and the Health 
Centre medical staff we have contacted 
other villages and municipalities who 
have had or are experiencing health 
professional shortages.

We soon realized that the health 
professional recruitment process is a very 
competitive one and that communities 
have to become directly involved and 
proactive in the search.

Many people are under the 
impression that it’s strictly a health 

authority or government responsibility 
to find us the doctors we need at present. 
Not so!

In working with IHA lately we 
believe that they are presently doing all 
they can do to help us but we’re only 
one of many communities in the same 
position. We have to get out there and 
do our part!

Copying other communities, we 
have decided to produce a valley-
wide promotional video with part of 
it dedicated to health professional 
recruitment. We are a community 
comprised of the three Slocan Valley 
villages plus numerous outlying areas 
represented through RDCK Area H. 
We are now working as one united 
community in our efforts. The funding 
application stage to produce this video 
has started and we are hoping to start 
production soon.

Other communities have also 
formed health professional recruitment 
and retention committees. We have 
now done the same. Our core group 
consists of myself, New Denver Fire 
Chief Leonard Casley and New Denver 
Mayor Ann Bunka. We are contacting 
other citizens who would like to become 
involved should prospective doctors be 
interested in certain aspects or activities 
specific to the Slocan Valley.

In our meetings with IHA and other 
recruitment professionals we have come 
to realize that the most successful way to 
recruit health professionals is by word 
of mouth. So, we’re asking all of you to 
please pass the word along. Our Health 
Centre now has positions available for 
two qualified doctors. We currently have 
a 24-hour, seven days a week emergency 
department and in order to keep that 
going we need doctors!

Although the search for health 
professionals is very competitive and 
difficult we feel that the Slocan Valley 
has an advantage over many other 
villages and towns searching . . . namely 
our gorgeous, pristine location with so 
many outdoor and cultural activities 
to offer. So, if you know of a friend or 
family member who may know of a 
doctor wishing to relocate, please have 
them contact us . . . we would be more 
than happy to welcome them to the 
Slocan Valley and show them the sights!

And if you would be interested in 
making a private donation to help fund 
the video please contact us as well.

Our Chamber email address is: 
chamber@slocanlake.com

Colin Moss
SDCC Health Committee Chair

The environmental 
effects of chemical 
control

Our valley is once again under 
attack by a system that would poison 
it with BTI laced with inert ingredients 
to kill mosquitoes.  What you are 
not being told is what this means for 
the ecological system that surrounds 
and sustains us in many ways. While 
there is a great amount of information 
out there promoting BTI, there are 
several studies revealing the harmful 
effects involving the food chain in the 

environment.  This food chain starts with 
these aquatic invertebrates and leads up 
to the insectivores.  The insectivores 
are the hummingbird, the swallow, the 
duckling, the bat, the chickadee, just to 
name a few. It also involves fish and the 
raptors that eat them, or the humans that 
catch them. However, another element 
of this food chain is also affected, the 
tadpole. Without tadpoles, we will lose 
many of the frogs which are also another 
food source in this important food chain.  

BT is a species of bacteria that 
has insecticidal properties affecting a 
selective range of insect orders. There 
are at least 34 subspecies of BT (also 
called serotypes or varieties) and over 
800 strain isolates. BTI is one of the 
34 subspecies.  Each of the more than 
800 strains of bacillus thuringiensis 
may exhibit different toxicity to 
insects, rodents and humans. This fact 
complicates any discussion about the 
toxicity of natural BT. 

Few studies have been conducted 
on the chronic health effects, 
carcinogenicity, or mutagenicity of BT. 
People exposed to BT have complained 
of respiratory, eye, and skin irritation, 
and one corneal ulcer has occurred after 
direct contact with a BT formulation. 
People also suffer from allergies to the 
‘inert’ (secret) ingredients. People with 
compromised immune systems may be 
particularly susceptible to BT.  This is 
just BT.

BTI, on the other hand, is not as 
safe as many are led to believe.  It is an 
insecticide and is included in the group 
known as pesticides which are chemical 
or biological agents.  

In Canada, 5 types of BTI 
insecticides SEROTYPE H – 14 are 
approved for use. Two are restricted and 
two are for commercial use. Four of the 
labels state: “DO NOT apply directly 
to treated, finished drinking water 
reservoirs or drinking water receptacles 
when the water is intended for human 
consumption,” while the last one states: 
“Do not contaminate irrigation water, 
lakes, streams or ponds…” 

All BT products contain ingredients 
other than BT. These are identified only 
as “inert” ingredients and are called 
trade secrets by the manufacturers 
of the products.  There is little public 
information about their identity. The 
“inert” ingredients are potentially 
the most toxic components of the 
formulations, and the information that is 
available indicates they could and have 
caused health problems.

All swamps, wetlands, ephemerals, 
streams, and creeks eventually run into 
the Slocan River.  Many people draw 
their drinking water from the Slocan 
River.  The BTI product licensed in 
Canada states: “DO NOT apply directly 
to treated, finished drinking water 
reservoirs or drinking water receptacles 
when the water is intended for human 
consumption.” However, RESTRICTED 
USE For Municipal, Provincial and 
Federal Control Programs, allows this 
product in temporary pools in pastures 
and woodlots, irrigation or roadside 
ditches, natural marshes or estuarine 
area, catch basins, and sewage lagoons, 

COMMERCIAL USE includes golf 
courses, and parks. The VectoBac 200G 
Granule RESTRICTED allows this 
product into water contiguous to fish-
bearing water.  

To date, NO water quality standards 
or criteria for BTI have been established 
by the US or Canadian governments.

When BT creates spores it also 
creates a protein crystal. This crystal is 
the toxic component of BT. This also 
presents a hazard to non-target species 
and does have a domino effect and 
the level of reality that is undeniable 
is the impact it has on the food chain 
on a higher level.  Rather than change 
the ecosystem, we must adapt to the 
ecosystem to preserve the sensitive 
balance. 

BTI has caused mortality of a 
moth (Synclita obliteralis) that helps 
control aquatic weeds in Florida. Midges 
(chironomids) have repeatedly been 
shown to be killed by BTI.

BTI treatments can also affect 
other animals. Low concentrations of 
BTI endotoxins decrease the weight of 
tadpoles and delay their metamorphosis. 
The BTI formulation Vectobac is acutely 
toxic to fathead minnows, probably 
because “inerts” in the product deplete 
the dissolved oxygen in water. The BTI 
formulation Teknar was acutely toxic 
to brook trout fry, probably because of 
xylene used as an ‘inert’ in the product.

No matter what the mosquito 
species, water is essential for breeding. 
The larval stage is aquatic and mosquito 
larval habitats are many and varied. 
Mosquito larvae prefer still water 
and can be found in water-holding 
containers, tree holes, roadside ditches, 
low-lying areas, swamps, and tidal salt 
marshes. Mosquitoes are not found in 
moving streams and rivers or in areas 
subjected to heavy wave action. 

The fact is, mosquito eggs need 
water to HATCH — but some species 
lay their eggs in moist soil (not standing 
water) and the eggs need to dry out before 
they can hatch. The eggs survive in the 
dry soil through the winter and spring, 
and then with the rains or flooding these 
areas are inundated with water which 
reaches the eggs and provides a cue 
to hatch.

Mosquitoes that are not in the 
“floodwater” group lay their eggs on 
standing water. A difference between the 
two groups is that mosquito eggs in this 
category cannot withstand drying out. 

Ways to cut down on mosquitoes 
around your property include draining 
anything that has still water in it, cutting 
back all the grass, ferns and brush from 
your immediate area, build bat houses; 
various methods of repelling mosquitoes 
are available on the internet and provide 
excellent results.  There are many ways 
to reduce mosquito habitats and refuge 
areas.

IN THE END WE PAY TWICE, 
ONCE FOR THE MOSQUITO 
CONTROL AND AGAIN FOR THE 
IMPACT TO OUR HEALTH AND 
ENVIRONMENT WITH THE INERT 
INGREDIENTS AND BTI.

Maggie Teiner
Winlaw
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Kaslo & New 
Denver Community 

Pharmacies
DID YOU KNOW...
We have now  been open  2 1/2 years providing pharmacy services in New 
Denver? How times flies! We are here to stay and are regularly welcoming 
new patients from the entire area, every day! Our thanks to you, a great 
community for supporting your local community pharmacy.  

Call or come by for details
Phone: 250-358- 2500 • 250-353-2224

309 6th Avenue, New Denver • 403 Front Street, Kaslo

THE VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The following described property and improvements thereon 
shall be offered for “Sale by Public Auction” at the Village 
of New Denver Municipal Office, 115 Slocan Ave, on Monday, 
September 25, 2017 at 10:00 am unless the delinquent taxes 
and interest thereon are sooner paid:

719 8th Avenue
Parcel D (KW177212), Block 62, District Lot 549, Kootenay 
District Plan 557

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR LEASE
218 Broadway Street, Nakusp

Ground level (former BDO space) for lease.
Approx. 1600 sq ft. Available immediately.

Contact West Kootenay Property Rentals Inc.
250.359.5021, info@westkootenayrentals.com

www.westkootenayrentals.com

READY FOR ADOPTION
Midnight is a jet black female cat ready for her 
forever home. She is healthy, young, spayed 
and very nice. Please call PALS at 250-265-
3792 to see if she is the right fit for you.
P.A.L.S. is hosting the CREATIVE HANDS 
CRAFT FAIR once again!! If you have 
homemade wares you wish to sell,  tables 
are $25 each and must be booked by 
phoning Kathy Smith at 250-265-4950.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

by Katrine Campbell
• Mayor Ann Bunka reported she 

participated in a teleconference August 
9 with Drs Chuck Burkholder and 
Mike Magier, Interior Health reps 
Cheryl Bethune and Dr Curtis Bell, 

New Denver council, August 22: Search still on for new doctors
and Sylvain Turgeon, the Physician 
Recruitment Lead at the Kootenay 
Boundary Division of Family Practice. 
They discussed where they were at 
with recruiting two new doctors for the 
health centre. Two about-to-graduate 

doctors from UBC have applied, and 
the group talked about choosing one 
for the third physician position next 
year while aggressively recruiting for 
the replacement for Magier. There is a 
posting up for extra locums. 

They also discussed the importance 
of establishing a Recruitment and 
Retention Committee to consolidate 
information and track progress; the 
Division of Family Practice will help 
to set up the committee. (‘Divisions of 
Family Practice’ are community-based 
groups of family physicians working 
together to achieve common health 
care goals.) Bunka noted that IH has 
been helpful with suggestions, and 
can do background checks and set up 
interviews.

Bunka also had a teleconference 
August 14 with MLA and Minister 
of Children and Family Development 
Katrine Conroy, Area H Director Walter 
Popoff, Silverton Councillor Leah Main, 
and Colin Moss from the Chamber of 
Commerce. They brought Conroy up to 
date on the issues at the health centre.

Councillor Nadine Raynolds asked 
where councillors should direct residents 
who had questions about physician 
recruitment. Bunka said they could 
contact her or Moss, or go to the IH 
website, interiorhealth.ca.

Bunka’s short RDCK report 
included that directors approved up 
to $10,000 for a feasibility study on 
mosquito abatement in the Winlaw area.

• Council received a letter from the 
RDCK Grants Coordinator advising 
that the Village’s request for $11,200 
in Community Development funds 
had been approved. The money is 
allocated for the Economic Development 
Partnership and for Bear Smart activities. 
Some may be used to buy electric 
fencing for Bear Smart.

• Public Works’ monthly water 
monitoring report showed a drastic 
increase in consumption between 
May and July. In May, residents used 
2,215,374 US gallons (8,386,076 litres). 
That number almost quadrupled in July: 
8,023,913 (30,373,720 litres). Average 
daily consumption in May was 71,464 
gallons; in July, it was 258,836. CAO 
Bruce Woodbury pointed out that leaks 
could cause a problem — a broken half-
inch line can lose 10,000 gallons a day.

Public Works also submitted a work 
list of items completed, in progress, and 
yet to be done. This list ranged from 
removing fruit trees to figuring out why 
water pressure in the Orchard is lower 
than it is in the rest of the village. Bunka 
said it was “cool that the Public Works 
list has gotten smaller and smaller, over 
and above the everyday work.” 

• Council gave final adoption to the 
Emergency Measures Repeal Bylaw 
#709, 2017. Council gave three readings 
to the Council Member Remuneration 
and Expense Bylaw #710, 2017 and the 
Sign Bylaw, #711, 2017.

The remuneration bylaw raises the 
stipends for the mayor from $5,000 to 
$5,090 per year. Councillors’ stipends 
will rise from $2,750 to $2,800 per year. 
Both have remained unchanged for 10 
years. The proposed bylaw will allow for 
an annual cost of living increase.

The sign bylaw clarifies its 
provisions are applicable to signs with an 
area of more than one square metre in a 
Development Permit Area; this removes 
the requirement to obtain a development 
permit for small signs in the downtown 
core. It also lists a consistent maximum 
for house numbers of 0.2 square metres, 
and increases the allowable size of a 
home business sign from 0.2 to 0.5 
square metres. The CAO noted that the 
existing bylaw contained “very unclear 

language” and it was “somewhat onerous 
to go through the development permit 
process for very small signs.”

• Public Works staff Steve Deakoff 
and Keith Macaulay were authorized 
to attend a technical conference in 
September which includes formal 
training sessions. 

• At an in camera session after the 
regular meeting, council approved wage 
increases for office staff. At his request, 
the CAO’s wage was not increased. 
The typical raise for the others was 
around 2%, although a change in job 
classification resulted in a 10% raise for 
one person.

“This is a surprisingly busy office for 
the size of this community,” Woodbury 
said.

Poplar Creek fire 
action explained
by Katrine Campbell

Several dozen people attended 
a public meeting at the Lardeau 
Community Centre August 30 to hear 
an update on the nearby Rapid Creek 
fire. Personnel from the Southeast Fire 
Centre as well as the three-person SE 
720 crew attended, along with Area D 
Director Aimee Watson and an RCMP 
constable.

Mike Allan walked the crowd 
through a PowerPoint presentation on the 
chronology of the fire, from its discovery 
on July 24 to now. He showed the fire’s 
progression, and explained that because 
it is in Goat Range Park, it is actually BC 
Parks’ responsibility. In general, fires in 
parks are left to regenerate the forest and 
cleanse the forest floor of debris, unless 
they threaten people or property. 

The fire was sparked by lightning 
and as of August 30 covered 750 
hectares. The nearest it got to any home 
was about 1.5 kilometres, Allan said.

Even had they wanted to extinguish 
the blaze, he said, it would have been 
nearly impossible given the large timber 
and extremely steep slopes. Neither 
helicopters nor water bombers could hit 
the fire at that angle and crews on foot 
would have had to wait until it burned 
further down the mountain.

The fire was monitored daily, and 
crew SE 720 created a fire guard with 
heavy equipment and established a 
sprinkler line to reduce the fire’s spread 
past an acceptable line. 

Deputy Fire Centre Manager 
John Knapik said the multiple fires 
burning throughout the province were 
a “tremendous resource drain” on all 
areas; risk management analysis showed 
the higher-priority fires which were 
threatening communities so resources 
could be thrown at them. He added, 
though, that even if the Fire Centre had 
more resources, they wouldn’t have 
handled the fire any differently. 
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WaterBridge Ferries, Nakusp BC is accepting 
applications for the position of Office Assistant.
This position is Auxiliary status and considered “as and when 
required.”

There is no guarantee of hours and travel to the work site is 
at your own cost.

Duties & Responsibilities
• General receptionist duties
• Work independently, with accuracy and confidentiality
• Maintain & prepare correspondence, payroll, personnel and 
 accounting files
• Create adhoc reports
• Prepare payroll, receivables, payables, deposits, 
 reconciliations
• Payroll processing, reporting & deductions
• Basic accounting/bookkeeping procedures
• Ability to build detailed Excel spreadsheets, Word tables & 
 reports
• Basic knowledge of database management
• Substitute as Office Administrator when required

Qualifications
Minimum of 2 years related clerical/administrative experience

Intermediate experience with MS Office applications – Excel, 
Word, Outlook

Combination of experience, education and/or training

Current resume and cover letter requested.

Email your resume and cover letter to: hr@waterbridge.org

Applications also accepted in person at 619 Broadway 
Street, Nakusp. 

Learn more about us at http://waterbridge.org/

by Claire Paradis
• Public Works Director of 

Operations Warren Leigh reported that 
this past July saw record levels of water 
use in the history of the Village – 111,087 
cubic metres. Leigh said people are 
using the same amount of water to do 
everyday tasks, but there is also a lot 
of “elective use” for things that aren’t 
essential for day-to-day existence, such 
as filling pools, overwatering lawns or 
washing cars. 

“We’ve never gone through that 
much water,” he emphasized. “The 
infrastructure held up very well, but 
that is an absolutely incredible amount 
of water.”

In other news, the clean water and 
wastewater project is almost complete, 
which Leigh said has the side benefit of 
eliminating previously undetected leaks. 

•  Nine delegates from the 
Arrowtarian Senior Citizens Society, 
including Director Kathy Bone, Manager 
Trish Cannon, and tenant Shirley Wyatt 
petitioned Nakusp council with a 
Permissive Tax Exemption Request.

“We provide safe and affordable 
rentals for seniors in Nakusp,” Kathy 
Bone told council. “We’re asking for 
your help to keep affordable housing 
in Nakusp, for Nakusp.” Bone said the 
Arrowtarian complexes provide housing 
for people aged 55 and older with low 
to moderate income when there are few 
rental housing providers in Nakusp. 
Many tenants qualify for Shelter Aid For 
Elderly Renters (SAFER), said Bone, 
who added that 34 applicants are on the 
waiting list, and the majority of those are 
Nakusp residents. 

“We need more [affordable 
housing],” agreed one tenant seated in 
the public gallery. 

Arrowtarian tenant for the past 
four years and area resident since 1951, 
Shirley Cameron Wyatt also spoke 
passionately to council. “I couldn’t ask 
for a better place to live,” she said.

Wyatt, who has a large number of 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
remarked that although it’s nice to visit 
them, she enjoys being able to “go home 
to peace and quiet.” 

“The Arrowtarians enable us to stay 
independent,” she told council, and to 
stay in town. Wyatt didn’t want to move 
somewhere she didn’t know anyone 
after her husband died. “This is home… 
Nakusp is home to us.” 

Arrowtarian Manager Trish 
Cannon said the delegation is asking for 
exemption because of “huge expenses” 
due to projects like fixing the roof 
and upgrading obsolete electrical and 
plumbing systems. She was clear to 
point out that costs were not due to 
management – Cannon said she has had 
no wage increase for a few years. 

Cannon also confirmed that all 
new applicants will go through income 
verification now that the project is tied 
to BC Housing guidelines. 

• Councillor Bill Tobey inquired 
about the progress on the expansion of 
water and sewer services up the north 
road. Leigh said he had circulated a 
new petition after a new route had to be 
surveyed, and added he hasn’t heard a 
lot of positive feedback. 

“People are concerned about cost,” 
said Leigh, but he said he doubted that it 
was “going to get any cheaper.”

Councillor Zeleznik said that he’d 

Nakusp council, August 28: record water consumption, senior housing tax request
like to look at alternatives, and suggested 
Bart Chenuz of Highways be consulted. 
Mayor Karen Hamling recommended 
a meeting between Leigh and Chenuz, 
and an information meeting between 
residents and Leigh.

• Urban planning student Sarah 
Holden presented the work she has 
done over the summer reviewing the 
zoning changes that were made based 
on the Squires Planning report from a 
few years ago. 

Holden looked at the actual usage 
of areas in Nakusp that are currently 
zoned Highway Commercial (C-4) 
and Resort Residential (R-5). Holden’s 
presentation recommended that the lots 
be rezoned to suit their current usage. In 
the Resort Residential zone, 16 of 34 lots 
are being used for industrial purposes, 5 
are residential, 18 are either submerged 
or partially submerged for some of the 
year, and a total of zero are resorts. 
Holden’s report also recommended 
amending Highway Commercial zoning 
– which includes the Esso gas station 
and Bear Ridge Cabins – to allow tourist 
accommodations, laundromats and 
automotive towing.

• A total decrease in number of 
visitors to the Nakusp Visitor Centre 
was recorded, CAO Laurie Taylor told 
council. Councillor Mueller said it would 
be interesting to see what ferry traffic 
statistics revealed, because anecdotally 
it’s been a very busy year for businesses 
in town. Visitor Centres across the 
province are showing lower numbers of 
people coming through their doors, said 
the CAO, likely because more people 
are going online to get their information. 

• The majority of councillors were 
not ready to vote on a new Officer 
Bylaw. The current bylaw is outdated 
because the full-time Chief Financial 
Officer position has been replaced with 
a part-time treasurer position. The new 
bylaw would allow a deputy CAO to be 
appointed in case the current CAO was 
unable to perform her duties, said Mayor 
Hamling. Councillor Heppner asked 
if the proposed bylaw was standard 
in the province; Mayor Hamling and 
CAO Taylor replied that it was part of 
the Community Charter. Councillor 
Tobey said people had been asking 
him about this and that he would like 
more time to go through the proposal. 

The motion to advance the bylaw for 
reading consideration was defeated 
three (Zeleznik, Tobey, Heppner) to 
two (Mueller, Hamling). Hamling urged 
councillors to speak with the CAO to 
get the information they need so they 
are prepared to vote at the next meeting. 

• The CAO recommended that 
Nakusp Hot Springs financials be kept 
separate from Village financials. In 
reviewing statements from 1974 to 
2016, hot springs financial statements 
have sometimes been done separately 
and sometimes together with the Village, 
depending on the preference of the 
auditing firm.

CAO Taylor reviewed the history of 
the facility and its finances, and pointed 
out that the hot springs remains part of 
the Village if and only if it continues to 
be a community park.

As of December 31, 2016 the Hot 
Springs books were in the red due to: an 
operating deficit ($49,653); the Cedar 
Chalets purchase ($111,000); the facility 
upgrade ($551,849).

The CAO also noted that although 
the hot springs is not currently listed, 
it hasn’t been taken off the market. 
Mayor Hamling commented that council 
has never said a sale wouldn’t be 
considered or that a partnership wouldn’t 
be considered “if it was a benefit to the 
village as a whole.”

• A sinkhole at 4th Street and 1st 
Avenue took everyone by surprise, 
and its cause is still a mystery, Public 
Works’ Leigh told council. There were 
no failures of either water or sewer, and 
there was speculation that perhaps it 
was due to this summer’s extremely dry 
conditions. 

• Fire Chief Terry Warren reported 
the Nakusp Volunteer Fire Department 
has had the highest number of incidents 
they’ve ever had – 94 to date. He 
mentioned that the last seven calls to 
attend motor vehicle accidents were for 
incidents involving motorcycles.

• Chief Administrative Officer 
Laurie Taylor reported that 17 properties 
are potentially going on the auction block 
on September 25 due to delinquent taxes. 

• Staffing in the Village is still a little 
short. One Administrative Assistant is 
returning gradually to work, Arena/Parks 
is short due to a mid-August resignation, 
and the Hot Springs will be looking to 

hire another person after the retirement 
and replacement of long-time manager 
Pat Farish. 

• Warren Leigh was designated 
a signing authority, as two signing 
authorities are necessary. The CAO 
noted that the part-time treasurer was 
not an ideal choice because she doesn’t 
work regular days. 

• Kootenay Sufferfest’s Cyclocross 
race was given the green light for its 
event again for the third year in a row. 

The community event will be taking 
place on Sunday, September 17 this year. 

• The mayor asked staff to look at 
upgrading the washrooms and showers at 
the municipal campground in downtown 
Nakusp. She suggested that they be a 
priority for the 2018 budget, and that 
money from the campground revenues 
be earmarked for the upgrades.

• The Village is posting one 
informative post a week on its new 
Facebook page.
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HILLS GARLIC 
FESTIVAL

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM
CENTENNIAL PARK

NEW DENVER

Admission: $5.00
No charge for children 12 
& under
Advance tickets: $4.00 
at Friday Market starting 
August 25 – Get them early 
– limited supply

Use the Shuttle Bus to 
and from the Valhalla 
Inn in downtown New 
Denver 
Fill your vehicles!  First 3 
adults pay and all others 
in the car get in free! 

GARLIC ~ PRODUCE ~ CRAFTS ~ FOOD ~ MUSIC

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!
Brisas del Palmar ~ Mountain Station ~ Freya ~

 Motes and Oats ~ Flydini the Magician
CONTESTS!

Enter your best braid, largest bulb, and creative poetry
NO DOGS PERMITTED OTHER THAN SERVICE DOGS!

www.hillsgarlicfest.ca

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Expect Pedestrians

Slocan Valley
HOME HARDWARE

5763 Hwy 6, Winlaw  250-226-7771 • 250-226-6748 • open 9-5 daily,10-4 Sundays

New Owners — Fred & Pearl Dutoff

Canning 
Supplies now 

in stock!!

Wire fencing • Wood posts/treated 
and untreated • Electrical • Plumbing 
• Irrigation • Fasteners • Household 

Supplies • Gardening Supplies • Tools 
• Fertilizers • Soils • Manures • Insulation

Pet Food & 
Accessories

Now 
Mixing 
Paint!

Summer 
watering 
supplies 

Need to 
cool off?
Fans of all 
shapes & sizes

2-3” 7 ft. Fence posts reg $3.79 
 Now $2.99
3-4” 7 ft. Fence posts reg $5.89 
 Now $4.79
3-4” 8 ft fence posts reg $6.89 
 Now $5.79

Small tools have arrived!

Deer & Horse 
fencing, gates, 
rebar, stucco wire

Cement and 
Quick Crete in 

stock

School
Supplies

Chainsaws & 
accessories in stock 

Be prepared for winter!!

Silvery Slocan 
Museum is Pleased 

to Announce the 
Launch of our 

“Historic New Denver” 
Signs

The Silvery Slocan Historical 
Society invites the community 
to join us on September 17, 
2017, at 2:00 PM in the museum 
(the former Bank of Montreal 
Building, 202 6th Avenue) to 
celebrate our historic signs. 
There will be a guided walk and 
maps provided.  Refreshments 
will be available.  New members 
always welcome.
Supported by CBT

Annual General Meeting 
Slocan Valley Arts Council 

Tuesday, Sept.19, 2017  7 PM
Passmore Hall 

Brief artist presentations, refreshments, 
forum for YOUR ideas in the upcoming 
year. More theatre? Literary evenings, 
classical music? Snow sculpting? Art-

business workshops? More Random Acts 
of Creativity on the trail??? 

We’d love to hear from YOU!

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Council considered three matters: 

the Spirit of Slocan Committee’s 
request for approval of the Cenotaph 
Landscaping Project; the West Kootenay 
Permaculture Co-op’s request for Village 
sponsorship of a grant application; and 
the Community Energy Association’s 
invitation for the Village to join the 
Transition 2050 Project. 

Councillors Joel Pelletier and Burly 
Van Bynen were unable to attend the 
Special Meeting. Council usually tries 

Slocan council, August 21: SOS cenotaph project approval delayed
to make major decisions with at least 
four members present, but decisions 
were needed quickly in this case so 
Mayor Jessica Lunn and Councillors 
Madeleine Perriere and Jean Patterson 
pressed ahead. 

• The Spirit of Slocan Committee 
(SOS) has received a $10,000 grant 
to landscape the area around the 
cenotaph. SOS proposed creating 
a low-maintenance area that would 
accommodate Remembrance Day 
crowds and traffic, not interfere with the 
Seniors Housing septic field or parking 
area, and leave space for the future 
installation of a memorial wall inscribed 
with the names of all valley veterans. 
Plans include building a wheelchair 
accessible path, made with paving 
stones, from the library’s sidewalk to 
the cenotaph. An ornamental brick wall 
will be placed at the base of the sloping 
land by Harold Street and the slope filled 

in and evened out with topsoil. Ground 
cover, shrubs, and deciduous trees will 
be planted. If possible, the budget will 
include two flag poles (for provincial 
and federal flags) and decorative lighting 
to illuminate the cenotaph. In the past, 
the uneven ground around the cenotaph 
has caused the wreaths placed at the 
Remembrance Day ceremony to topple. 
To address this, the ‘apron area’ around 
the base of the cenotaph would be 
expanded and paved. SOS asked for the 
Village’s permission to remove nearby 
mature cedars along with some unsightly 
stumps.

Approving the removal of the cedars 
proved to be a stumbling block for the 
whole project. A letter to council from 
village resident Teacla McGreal spoke 
about the importance of the trees, and 
Councillor Patterson said removing 
three mature cedars on the grounds of 
the Wellness Centre “wasn’t necessary.” 
Councillor Perriere, a member of the 
SOS committee, responded that the 
paving preparation would disturb the 
roots of the nearby cedars and increase 
the risk the trees could be blown down 
on to a nearby powerline. Perriere said 
that, as a member of SOS Committee, 
it would be inappropriate for her to 
make the motion to approve the project. 

Patterson answered, “I am not going to 
move it… I’m against cutting trees.” 
With no one to make the motion, council 
tabled the discussion to the regular 
meeting in September, or earlier if a 
special meeting is called before that. 

• Council spent some time discussing 
a request from the West Kootenay 
Permaculture Co-op (WKPC) to sponsor 
a grant application to Community 
Food Centre Canada’s ‘Child & Youth 
Innovation Program.’ The grant would 
“increase access and understanding of 
good food to children in grades 4-6.” 
The WKPC’s newly purchased Mobile 
Kitchen Classroom would go to four 
West Kootenay Schools to provide the 
programming. 

Councillor Perriere said the 
“application has some merit” but she 
wasn’t sure that it was appropriate for 
the Village to act as an agent for the 
project since WE Graham School was 
not mentioned in the grant application. 
Winlaw Elementary, Vallican Whole 
School, Lucerne Elementary-Secondary, 
Crawford Bay School, along with 
community organizations throughout 
the West Kootenays were listed as “key 
partners” for the project. 

Mayor Lunn suggested that the 
Village could agree to sponsor the grant 
application on the condition that the 
group make partnering with WE Graham 
a priority. Patterson said she didn’t 
think it would be fair to limit WKPC 
in this way. Mayor Lunn pointed out 
that schools were not in session so WE 

Graham could not be consulted before 
the application was developed. She 
also said teachers would have to decide 
for themselves whether they wanted to 
participate. In the end, council decided 
to sponsor the grant application but write 
a letter to WKPC suggesting that they 
make strong efforts to encourage WE 
Graham’s participation.

• Council discussed the August 
14 presentation by Patricia Dehnel of 
the Community Energy Association 
regarding the organization’s plans to 
apply for a grant, Transition 2050, “to 
reduce greenhouse gas and act on climate 
change.” Dehnel said 320 Canadian 
municipalities are already partners in the 
effort. The CEA’s grant would be used 
in the Columbia Basin. The first step for 
the Village to join in would be to become 
members of the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities’ Partners for Climate 
Protection program. 

Mayor Lunn pointed out that council 
had already achieved the first two 
milestones and part of the third in the 
5-Milestone Framework of the Partners 
for Climate Protection Program. Lunn 
noted there would be no penalty if the 
Village couldn’t complete all the steps 
in 10 years and there would be no cost 
to undertaking the plan. Council agreed 
climate protection was a priority for the 
Village. Councillor Perriere emphasized 
the importance of joining in the group 
effort. “Numbers count,” she said. 
Council passed a resolution to join this 
program.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver has a new heritage 

walking tour, thanks to the Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society. Come to the 
launch on September 17 at 2 pm at the 
Silvery Slocan Museum at the bottom of 
New Denver’s main street.

The tour will take you to several 
buildings around town, where you will 
find signage with historic information 
and heritage photos. 

“The point is to show what the town 
used to look like,” said Henning von 
Krogh, who took the lead on the project. 
“People can now walk down the street 
and get some information about our 
historic village.”

There are 33 signs on the tour. 
Some of them are on the village’s oldest 
buildings, while others are on newer 
buildings and show what was there 

Heritage walking tour launched in New Denver
historically. Walking tour maps will 
be available at the museum and Visitor 
Info Centre.

Von Krogh recently wrote and 
published Early New Denver: 1891–
1904. Using information and photos 
from the book, he created the content for 
the signs. New Denver resident Amanda 
Murphy did the graphic design work as a 
volunteer, Speedpro in Nelson produced 
the aluminum composite signs, and the 
Village crew installed them.

The signs are 6” x 13” and are non-
intrusive, posted on the exterior of public 
buildings and on fences around private 
buildings. The sign on the school is 
bigger, and includes information about 
several schools in New Denver’s past.

The $690 project was funded by 
New Denver’s Columbia Basin Trust 
Community Initiative funds.
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Studio Connexion Gallery invites you to its 9th 
       season

• Sept. 5 - 23: Robyn GOLD

• Sept. 26 - Oct. 7: Gail McMARTIN

Harry Edward Elsmore
(Eddie/Ed)
28/08/2017

It is with immense sadness we share the 
passing of Ed Elsmore. Ed was born 74 
years ago in New Denver and grew up 
in Silverton, where he started grade 1 

with five other children. In 1965 he 
married his high school sweetheart, 

Ilona, and seven years later settled in 
New Denver as a family of four. Close 

family ties were always a priority for Ed and 
he maintained regular visits with loved ones. 

Ed had a reserved, philosophical nature, but 
despite this, his wit and humour made him an 

excellent joke-teller and the king of creating colourful nicknames for friends and family.  He 
loved a good laugh. He was also an avid animal lover, ensuring there was always a dog 
in his life to spoil.

Ed had a strong work ethic. His work life started by learning Morse Code, which took him 
to Sparwood with CP Rail. This was followed by time in the mill in Sandon and many years 
employed in the local logging and mining industries. 

Ed's hobbies included a range of activities over the years, all of which were done with great 
intensity and dedication. In his younger days, he excelled in hockey, baseball, and golf.  
He loved to participate in tournaments, enjoying the team spirit and the opportunity to be a 
trickster among his teammates and competitors. He practiced yoga and meditation, played 
guitar, was a voracious reader and spent much of his time playing chess with international 
players.  

Later in life, he continued his pleasure for reading and escaped for dog walks with Wilson 
on the Galena Trail. (It was also a common sight to see him chauffeuring Wilson in the front 
seat of his car.) He devoted hours to compiling music on his computer to share with friends 
and family, and enjoyed having a beer with buddies. Ed was a kindhearted, loyal man who 
valued his family and friendships.

He was predeceased by his son Eddie in July 2017 and sister Beryl (Eric) in July 2003. He 
is survived by his dog Wilson, daughter Angie (Vince),  grandchildren Jade and Teo, former 
wife Ilona, sister Gayle (Ernest), nieces Deb and Lorell, and nephew Jim.  

"Out of the void, back into the void," was his most recent philosophy. He will be hugely missed. 

by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro presented its proposal 

for a wildlife enhancement project 
on the Burton Flats at the community 
hall in Burton on August 30. About 20 
community members were there, and 
keen interest was shown in the project.

Margo Sadler of BC Hydro 
explained that the intent of the project 
is to improve habitat for nesting and 
migratory birds, western toads and other 
amphibians, and wildlife in general in the 
drawdown of the Arrow Lakes reservoir. 
The Water Comptroller of BC ordered 
BC Hydro to investigate the feasibility 
of this type of work following the 
submission of the 2007 Columbia River 
Water Use Plan.

After looking at several potential 
sites for the project, BC Hydro 
narrowed it down to three – Burton 
Flats, Inonoaklin, and Edgewood – and 
finally decided on Burton.

Allison Matfin, junior environmental 
engineer with Kerr Wood Leidal, showed 
a PowerPoint presentation to describe 
the project. Generally, it would involve 
excavating shallow pools and using the 
excavated material to create mounds, 
where native species such as willow 
and dogwood would be planted. A deep 
waterfowl pond would also be created.

Two different design options were 

BC Hydro presents proposed Burton Flats wildlife enhancement project
reviewed. Option 1 would see six tiered 
shallow wetlands, which would look like 
cascading pools, one to two feet deep. 
There would also be a disconnected 
shallow wetland “because we want to 
learn from the works,” Matfin said. BC 
Hydro will look at how a disconnected 
system functions compared to a system 
with connectivity. If the disconnected 
wetland doesn’t perform as well, it can 
be connected to the other tiered pools. 
Otherwise, it will be left as is to serve 
as a different kind of habitat. Harry 
van Oort of BC Hydro said he hopes 
the disconnected wetland will provide 
habitat for shorebirds.

The three planting mounds in the 
plan would act as a breakwater, Matfin 
said, and would allow for the planting 
of native species such as willow and 
dogwood. The design shows mound 
top elevations at 439-440 metres, to 
encourage shrubs and trees that wouldn’t 
survive inundation at lower reservoir 
elevations. BC Hydro also plans to try 
suppression of the invasive reed canary 
grass on one of the planting mounds at 
the site.

As part of the project, the existing 
gravel ponds at the site could be 
connected to the reservoir with minimal 
excavation work. This would likely 
address concerns of fish stranding 

in the gravel ponds and partially re-
establish the original outflow of Burton 
Creek, which was diverted when the 
gravel ponds were excavated by a local 
resident. “We are currently looking into 
this further to better understand the 
potential benefits and consequences,” 
said Mary Anne Coules of BC Hydro in 
an interview after the meeting.

The deep waterfowl pond would 
have a drainage channel to the existing 
gravel pond.

Option 2 is slightly scaled down, 
with only two tiered shallow wetlands 
and one hybrid pond (half shallow and 
half deep). The ‘disconnected pond’ in 
Option 2 is actually connected to the 
existing gravel pond. Otherwise, the two 
options are quite similar.

Option one has a 6.1-hectare 
footprint and Option 2 has a 5.7-hectare 
footprint.

If the project is approved, Sadler 
said it would be implemented in a phased 
approach over the next few years. The 
first phase would include digging the top 
two shallow tiered ponds, creating part 
of a mound, and doing some reed canary 
grass trials. In phase 2, the remaining 
four tiered wetlands would be completed, 
and the disconnected wetland would be 
created. The first planting mound would 
be completed and a second one begun. In 
phase 3, the planting mounds would be 
completed and the deep waterfowl pond 
would be dug.

“Ideally, we want to have time after 
we have done a phase to evaluate if it’s 
working, but we only have a few narrow 
windows when reservoir conditions will 
allow us to do the work,” said Sadler.

Sadler said the earliest start date 
would be fall 2018. She said BC Hydro 
could possibly have all the permitting in 
place by then, and the reservoir is low 
“50% of the time” in the fall. 

People at the meeting provided quite 

a bit of input. One man suggested that the 
lower tiered ponds be installed first to 
see how they do when inundated at high 
water. Others asked for walking trails, 
interpretive signage, and picnic areas. 
In response to a question about local 
employment opportunities, Sadler said 

they hadn’t decided on a procurement 
strategy, but there was interest from 
First Nations. 

Anyone with feedback for BC 
Hydro can contact Mary Anne Coules: 
Maryanne.coules@bchydro.com or 
250-365-4565. 

submitted
Artist Robyn Gold from Winlaw 

will present her series Whispers at 
Studio Connexion from September 
5 – 23. In its sixth exhibition of the 
season, the Landscape genre stars again, 
accompanied by a little abstraction.

Living in the Slocan Valley, Robyn 
gets inspired by the raw beauty of her 
surroundings. Her expressionist art can 
be influenced by reality. She is mainly 
self-taught and strives to continually 
grow and learn by participating in 
workshops as often as possible. Robert 
Genn and Charlie Easton are two of her 
favourite landscape artists, and for the 
abstract her main influences are Barry 
Rafuse, Ted Wallace and Blu Smith.

Positive and negative, freedom 
and loss of freedom, forgotten culture 
and rejuvenation … all are happening 
around our world. Robyn believes in 
standing tall and strong. Many layers 
of our society are hidden in the imagery 
through the texture and the colours in her 

Whispers of Landscapes at Studio Connexion Gallery
paintings. A member of the Federation of 
Canadian Artists, her work can be found 
in the East and West Kootenays, Central 
Okanagan and Toronto.

Come meet and greet Robyn at the 
opening reception, Friday September 
15 from 5 to 8 pm. Refreshments will 
be served. 

Detail from Robyn Gold’s Copper Mountain.
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GRIZZLY BEAR females mate at 4 - 5 
years old. Eggs fertilized in spring do not 
implant in her uterus until hibernation in 
late fall, a phenomenon called delayed 
implantation. The embryo develops in 
Nov and Dec. One to four hairless cubs 
weighing only about .5 kg are born in Jan/
Feb. The mother nurses cubs in the den 
until all emerge in late April/May.

submitted
On September 10, the Hills Garlic 

Festival will celebrate 25 years of 
all that is homegrown, homemade 
and organic. Enjoy the bounty of our 
farmers and food vendors and the 
creativity of our craftspeople. And to 
celebrate the anniversary the festival 
features four favourite bands from 
past festivals: Brisas del Palmar from 
Cuba, Mountain Station from Nelson 
(who will include square dancing with 
a caller this year), Motes & Oats from 
Castlegar and Freya from New Denver. 

Flydini will perform in the children’s 
tent and Bubbles the Clown will roam 
the site, delighting everyone.

To mark this special anniversary, 
and in keeping with the zero waste 
goal, organizers have implemented 
a paperless registration process for 
vendors and created a new website 
which showcases those vendors, 
volunteers, musicians, and the families 
who come to see them.

For many years the Garlic Fest has 
implemented an increasingly effective 
waste management process, which 

sorts waste into different streams, 
including compostables, recyclables 
and returnables. This process starts 
with the vendors who select food 
service implements using festival 
guidelines. All organic and paper 
waste is shredded and combined with 
Bokashi (fermented rice bran) and 
when ready, is used to fertilize Lucerne 
School’s garden.

Organizers say they are delighted 
that the Garlic Festival has grown 
in popularity over the past 25 years. 
However, the increase in traffic is 

now an issue which significantly 
impacts the Village of New Denver, 
the festival site. Each year they have 
dedicated resources to mitigate that 
impact, including engaging a shuttle 
bus, creating secure parking areas 
throughout the village, hiring traffic 
flaggers, providing handicapped 
parking close to the site, and 
designating no-parking routes for 
emergency vehicle access. This year, 
the emergency vehicle access route is 
First Avenue in the Orchard.

To encourage car-pooling they 

offer an incentive: free passes. The first 
three adults in the vehicle will pay and 
the rest get in free. So if you’ve got an 
eight-passenger van, fill it up and five 
adults will get in free. Children 12 and 
under also get in free. The more people 
who travel together, the smaller the 
festival ‘footprint’ will be. 

Before the festival, check out the 
website www.hillsgarlicfest.ca; at the 
event, look for the Hills Garlic Festival 
tent next to the stage for schedule 
information, raffle tickets and some 
special 25th anniversary souvenirs. 

Hills Garlic Fest celebrates 25th anniversary with zero waste goal

submitted
The West Kootenay Permaculture 

Coop (WKPCo-op), the folks behind 
Kootenay Food, and the Slocan Park 
Community Hall have combined 
efforts to bring you one fun-filled day 
in the beautiful Slocan Valley. The 
WKPC is bringing back their beloved 
events ‘Pickle Palooza’ and ‘Press Fest’ 
and combining them with the hall’s 
Community Fun Day. Take a break and 
see some familiar faces as the summer 
winds down and the harvest comes in. 

This event marks the first annual 
Community Fun Day, featuring live 
music by Diamond Willow, vendors, 
homemade borscht and burgers, kids’ 
activities including a bike parade and 
baseball game and so much more. 
The hall folks are passionate about 
creating opportunities for families and 

Slocan Park Hall hosts three juicy events September 24
community members to connect and 
celebrate the beauty of our region. Please 
leave your dogs at home and bring lawn 
chairs to relax on. The WKPCo-op will 
feature two of their favourite community 
initiatives. The ‘Pickle Palooza’ canning 
contest is sure to create some jovial 
competition amongst canners both 
experienced and new. There are so 
many incredible food preservers in the 
Valley that it is part of the very fabric of 

our communities. Canning is certainly 
not for the faint of heart and should 
be celebrated, so pull up your canning 
panties and get to it. 

If you don’t want to enter the contest 
you can buy a tasting ballot for $2 and 
sample and vote on all the entries from 
noon to 1 pm. Stock your pantry at the 
Kootenay Food pop-up marketplace 
with farm stalls and local food vendors 
and, yes, there will be pickles. 

‘Press Fest’ returns after a very 
successful pilot run last year. The co-
op has partnered with Fields Forward 
from Creston to host their new mobile 
commercial juicer. Bring down 
unbruised apples and pears; there is a fee 
of $1.50/litre that covers the expenses of 
the pressing process. Your fresh pressed 
juice will be pasteurized and sealed in 
tetra packs that are shelf stable for a year, 
ideal for groups looking for fundraising 

ideas and for farmers looking to bring an 
easy new shelf-stable product to market. 

If you want to help pick fruit for 
your community, you can head to the 
volunteer page at kootenayfood.com. 
Our valley is overly abundant with fruit 
that could feed a lot of local people.

The events take place Sunday, 
September 24 from 10 am to 4 pm. For 
details and times of particular activities 
head to www.kootenayfood.com. 

submitted
The Langam Gallery exhibition 

opening Friday, September 8 at 7 pm 
will commemorate the 75th anniversary 
of Japanese Canadians in a traveling 
exhibition, Taiken and Memories from 
Home, along with Calgary artist Kim 
Henigman Bruce with her mixed-
media book exhibition, Disbound, an 
exhibition about education for girls. 
Shows run to October 29.

Chuck Tasaka, Greenwood 
historian, and Kim Henigman Bruce 
will give short PowerPoint talks on 
both exhibitions. Tasaka will speak 
about his family’s stories as immigrants 
in Canada, and their internment in 
Greenwood during the war. Henigman 
Bruce says about Disbound: “It’s about 
choice. It’s about girls, and boys too, 
but mostly girls, who, due to tradition 
or religion, don’t get to choose.” 

Upcoming events at the Langham - Memory and Reflection - 75th anniversary of internment
In  ea r ly  Oc tobe r  on  the 

Thanksgiving weekend, the Langham 
75th anniversary Memory and Reflection 
Gala is coming, commemorating the 
anniversary of Japanese Canadian 
WWII internment with a great line-up 
of events: evening receptions, films, 
theatre and music performances, an 
afternoon panel discussion, cultural 
activities for all ages, and workshops. 
Universal Theatre company from 
Vancouver will be here with their play, 
Japanese Problem, an immediate and 
affecting performance with original 
music, highlighting a small group of 
people who intimately experiences the 
incarceration of Canadian citizens at 
Hastings Park in Vancouver in 1942, in 
a re-created horse stall.

The schedule of events is as follows: 
Thursday October 5 - A Welcome with 
host bar reception and film night; Friday, 

October 6 - Theatre program for youth, 
workshops and Evening Gala Reception 
and Performance with dignitaries; 
Saturday October 7 - Cultural activities 
for all ages and an afternoon panel, 
Memory and Reflection, Saturday 
evening concert with ‘Certified Mango’; 
Sunday, October 8 - A Sunday service at 
St. Andrews United Church.

Tickets available at Sunnyside and 
Willow in Kaslo for the three evening 
events and a full Weekend Pass ($50) 
available by calling the office 250-
352-2661. Individual evening events, 
Thursday Welcome $10, Friday Gala 
Performance $22, Saturday Certified 
Mango concert $20. All other events are 
by donation. Visit www.thelangham.ca.

Boys Baseball team, 1943, Kaslo. 

PH
O

TO
 C

R
ED

IT
: K

O
O

TE
N

AY
 L

AK
E 

AR
C

H
IV

ES
 

submitted by Tom Lymbery
On September 5, the Rocky 

Mountain Forest District will begin 
replacing the Baker Creek bridge on the 
Gray Creek Pass and the route will be 
closed to vehicles until September 19. 
This bridge is on the Kimberley side, 14 
km east of the summit, where a barricade 
will be placed. The road will be open 
from Hwy 3A to the summit, so access 
from Gray Creek to the Oliver Lake 
Recreation Site will still be available.

Since Gray Creek Pass has been 
made an official part of the Trans Canada 
Trail this year, more and more people are 

Gray Creek Pass closure for bridge replacement
following the trail.

When the pass opened in 1990, all 
the bridges were wooden. With this final 
cement installation, all bridges on the 
trail are now solid cement, emphasizing 
the permanence and importance of this 
seasonal route. While this is the shortest 
route between the West Kootenay and 
the East Kootenay, it is not necessarily 
the quickest. A gravel forest road with 
steep grades and a rough surface, it is 
a scenic route popular with those who 
enjoy backroad experiences. The summit 
is at 6,800 feet, so the road is usually 
open from July 1 to mid or late October.
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Thank you to our community...
Anita Dumins and her family wish to acknowledge the overwhelming support that 
so many neighbours and friends have given recently and still continue to provide 
during her significant medical set-back. It would be best if each one that helped 
financially, with delicious home-prepared meals and much appreciated socializing 
could be reached directly and personally but so many, many gave anonymously. 
Please forgive us if all of you have not been  acknowledged as you deserve to 
be. Both Signy Fredrickson and Richelle Johnston deserve a special mention 
for surprising us by organizing and administering the generously supported 
reaching-out when the family was in particular need at the end of the school year. 
Julia Greenlaw and Katrina Sumrall continue their ongoing bottle-drives in New 
Denver and Silverton respectively, thanks! We have made it through a summer 
like no other when there were significant, unexpected expenditures and none of our 
usual artisan production to market in western Canada as we had for nearly 40 
years. We appear to have stabilized in a new equilibrium. There remains a major 
medical review in about a month’s time. Our outlook is positive and our spirits are 
not broken. Good doctors are doing good work, but just as importantly you all have 
supported us beyond what anyone could have anticipated. A BIG Thank You!  

Anita Dumins and Valdis, Arturs & Viktors Vilks in Silverton, British Columbia.

submitted
This year, Lucerne School’s 

Harvest Festival on September 27 
celebrates the season with such 
activities as a display competition, 

Lucerne School’s Harvest Festival celebrates seeds 
apple pressing, farm animals and 
dancing to live music. Special guest 
will be Patrick Steiner of Stellar 
Seeds who will bring screens and 
tools to demonstrate how to separate 

and save various different seed types. 
Seed savers are encouraged to bring 
seeds they have harvested to add 
to the demonstration. Local seeds 
are a valuable resource in terms of 

adaptation and genetic diversity.
Harvest Festival musicians Hank 

Hastings, Noel Fudge, Sam Tichenor 
and Ezra Barker will entertain the 
crowd and provide some old classics 

for folk dancing. Lucerne school 
chefs will lead the soup making for all 
participants and the kindergartners are 
happy to share their garden ingredients 
for Stan Strebchuk’s borscht. Bakers 
will bake bread in the newly renovated 
cob oven.

Entries for biggest pumpkin, 
creepiest vegetable, best flower 
bouquet, veggie or fruit art, prettiest 
preserves or best garden sketch should 
be brought to the school office by 2 pm 
on September 26, or no later than 9 am 
September 27 in order to be judged 
for awards. Bring a harvest display of 
fruits and vegetable and your favourite 
harvest baking for sharing and tasting. 

Volunteers are crucial to make 
this event run smoothly and anyone 
interested in helping with food 
preparation, gardening, composting, 
set-up or clean-up is asked to contact 
Julia Greenlaw at 250-358-2745 or 
jgreenlaw@netidea.com.

This New Denver area fall fair is 
now in its tenth year and will happen 
on Wednesday, September 27 from 9 
am until 1:30 pm with lunch at noon.

submitted
The Austin Healey Club of 

Austin Healys in front of Kaslo Hotel on August 31.

Austin Healey Club of Australia visits Kaslo
Australia visited Kaslo Friday, 
September 1 for an overnight at the 

Kaslo Hotel. Fourteen pristine and 
classic Austin Healeys graced Front 

Street in front of the hotel. 
The group was on a five-week 

tour of Western North America. 
They shipped their cars in containers 
to Oakland, California, went to a car 
show in Monterey (Pebble Beach) 
and then headed north. They visited 
Vancouver, Banff, Revelstoke, and 
Kaslo. On Saturday, they departed 
for Fernie, then Waterton Lakes, 
Glacier Park, and returned to another 
car show in California before 
shipping the cars back to Australia.

A good time was had by all, 
especially Kaslo residents who were 
delighted at the impromptu classic 
car show. Next Sunday, Kaslo and 
the hotel are hosts to the Old English 
Car Club’s Kaslo Invasion car show 
on Water Street.

CORRECTION
In our August 24 issue, we 

incorrectly referred to Travis 
Barrington as RDCK Resource 
Recovery Manager in the article, 
‘RDCK developing new plan 
for organic waste diversion.’ 
Barrington’s position is actually 
Resource Recovery Technician; 
Mike Morrison is  Resource 
Recovery Manager.

CORRECTION
In the article, ‘RDCK board votes 

on mosquito abatement, Community 
Development grants’ in our August 24 
issue, we incorrectly reported that Area 
D Director Aimee Watson received a 
$20,000 grant for mosquito abatement 
in the Lardeau Valley. In fact, Director 
Watson and the RDCK board approved the 
$20,000 for the Lardeau Valley mosquito 
abatement program from the RDCK Area 
D Community Development fund. 

Alexis, Hayden and Christy were among the approximately 250 people who attended this year’s eighth annual Toadfest at Summit Lake 
Provincial Park, August 29-30. About 5,370 toads were helped across the road. There were fewer toads this year than usual, as the hot weather 

impacted the timing of the migration. However, the information booths, displays and activities in the park were well worth checking out.
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by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Bob Inwood, Heritage Design 

Engineer at Mainstream Concept 
Associates in Winlaw, presented his 
plan to preserve the heritage of the 
Silvery Slocan Legion Hall and improve 
its fire safety at a special Slocan council 
meeting last month. 

“The hall is an extremely special 
building with significant heritage value,” 
said Mayor Lunn. “I would love to see it 
rehabilitated both to preserve its heritage 
value and to better serve the community 
for generations to come.”

Slocan council has not made any 
decisions on the plan though Mayor 
Lunn said it would “definitely guide 

Slocan council receives Heritage Assessment and Recommendation Report for Slocan Hall
decision-making … and assist with 
future grant applications.”

The Village hired Inwood, who 
has extensive experience in heritage 
restoration, because it wanted to ensure 
any improvements to the Village-owned 
building also preserve its heritage. 
Inwood consulted with Joyce Johnson 
of the Slocan Valley Historical Society, 
Slocan CAO Michelle Gordon, and the 
Silvery Slocan Hall Committee before 
preparing the plan. 

Inwood said the hall was “generally 
in remarkably sound condition” but 
“a long series of well intentioned but 
historically inaccurate renovations… 
have obscured the authentic historic 

character of the Legion Hall – both 
inside and out.” He also said the roof 
membrane, the staircase for the second-
floor rear exit, the flammable materials 
used to finish the interior, and the lack of 
a sprinkler fire suppression system were 
fire safety issues. 

Renovation, Inwood said, would be 
a “rehabilitation project.” 

His plan describes the hall as being 
originally constructed in a Late Victorian 
‘vernacular’ style, with a typical Western 
Boom-town false front façade… 
“raised to hide a gambrel (barn)-style 
wood-shingled roof.” The plan calls 
for “authenticity in the maintenance 
of all original historic materials and 
detailing” and also “some flexibility” 
in interpreting how the Legion Hall has 
changed through the years. 

Key character-defining elements 
to preserve include the barn-style roof, 
two-storey false front with central 
pediment form, modest Late Victorian 
neo-classical decorative details, and 
original siding. Inwood called the 
ground-floor interior of the hall “also 
noteworthy for the retention of a large 
amount of original wall finish materials 
and the presence of a full raised stage 
at one end of the hall – reminiscent of 

many local theatrical productions and 
community movie showings.”

Previous renovations changed the 
look and composition of the siding; 
covered over three windows facing north 
and reduced the size of the two front 
windows; added electrical clutter on the 
exterior; and covered over the original 
interior. In 1973, new metal siding was 
placed on the building — rounded “log-
style” siding below and 1” by 8” lapped 
style above. The original wood siding 
was 1” x 6”. A new fire escape stairwell 
added to the side of the building was 
covered in fibre-cement 1”x 8” lapped 
siding to match the previous renovation. 

Inwood’s plan calls for four main 
changes to the exterior of the building: 
removing the current metal roof and 
the original shingle roof underlying 
it and replacing it with a decking of 
plywood sheathing and a new metal 
roof; removing existing siding material 
from the front façade (and, once the 
historic façade materials and elements 
are visible, preparing a rehabilitation 
plan to restore the front façade to 
its “original historic appearance”); 
removing siding from the side and 
rear facades and installing new fibre-
cement 1” x 6” lapped-style siding; 

and constructing a new rear fire-exit 
stair-tower. The three north facing 
windows would be uncovered, and the 
front windows would be redesigned with 
shadowboxes to have the larger footprint 
they originally had, and electrical clutter 
would be removed from the front façade. 
Relocating the electrical attachment 
service, possibly with an underground 
connection, would be considered.

Changes recommended for the 
hall’s interior include removing paneling 
that covers the original cedar wainscot 
and cap detail; installing a new ceiling 
and insulation, replacing fluorescent 
light fixtures with period-style LED 
pendant fixtures; possibly re-facing the 
bar front; and painting.

Slocan Legion President Pat Ashton 
said the local Legion has received 
grants for renovations, but nowhere 
near enough for all the work outlined in 
Inwood’s plan. 

Ashton said the Village’s desire 
to preserve the hall’s heritage has to 
be balanced with the Legion’s need to 
have a functional building with low-
maintenance costs. 

That council had limited the 
scope of the Inwood plan to heritage 
preservation and fire safety was 
“unfortunate,” according to Ashton. 
Plumbing, electrical, and insulation 
improvements are also needed. 

A s h t o n  s a i d  p i e c e m e a l 
improvements in the past had created 
situations where work had to be redone 
and where future improvements ended 
up being expensive retrofits. He said 
Inwood’s plan to remove the interior 
paneling and uncover the original 
wainscoting could dramatically increase 
the price of future renovations and 
suggested that it might make more sense 
to cover over the original interior with a 
six-inch wall that could hold plumbing, 
electrical, and insulation renovations. 

The Silvery Slocan Legion Hall was 
constructed in 1922 by a local branch of 
the International Order of Odd Fellows, 
an international fraternal organization. 
During World War II, the hall was 
used first to house Japanese Canadians 
interned in Slocan and then, later in 
the war, as a community centre for the 
internees. Weekly movies were shown 
and dances, weddings and funerals 
held. When enrolment in the IOOF 
declined, the group disbanded, handing 
the building over to the Village, which 
has allowed the Silvery Slocan Branch 
of the Royal Canadian Legion to use 
the building for its many community 
services and events. 

Bob Inwood presented a plan to preserve the heritage of the Silvery Slocan Legion Hall and 
improve its fire safety at a special Slocan council meeting last month. 

New Denver emergency 
department stayed open
submitted

Despite an advisory from 
Interior Health that the emergency 
department (ED) at the Slocan 
Community Health Centre would be 
closed over the long weekend, staff 
managed to fill the shifts to allow it 
to stay open. 

The original announcement of 
closure came August 23, because 
of “unfilled physician shifts.” On 
August 28, IH rescinded the advisory, 
saying it “appreciates the support of 
physicians in addressing this situation. 
We regret any inconvenience this 
notice may have caused.”

The ED is open 24/7. 
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

KASLO & DISTRICT

VILLAGE OF KASLO 
WATERFRONT & 

PARKS STRATEGY
OPEN HOUSE

Sept. 14
JVH School
5:30-8 pm

Come out and provide your input 
on the important values and uses 
for Kaslo’s waterfront and parks

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Summer clothing is 40% off!  
We’re making room for all of our warm 

woolen sweaters and slippers. 
Open every day.

Since 1986

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Hotel now has a charging 

station for Tesla vehicles. The level 2 
station on the Water Street side of the 
hotel was up and running on August 25.

Kaslo Hotel owner John Eckland 
found out about Tesla’s ‘Destination 
Charging’ program from Kaslo resident 
Blair Enns while enjoying a ride in Enns’ 
Tesla-S vehicle. 

The Destination Charging program 
aims to expand Tesla’s charging network 
by providing businesses with incentives 
to install chargers.

“I think it’s a great deal!” says 
Eckland. “Tesla shipped us the 
equipment for free, and paid a portion 
of the installation costs. And the hotel 
benefits from Tesla advertising – we’re 
on their map on their website, and every 
Tesla vehicle has a touchscreen showing 
all charger locations.”

Eckland applied for the program 
online and was accepted within three 
weeks. About a month later, the 
installation of the charger by Pace 
Electric out of Castlegar was complete.

“We have the only Tesla charger at 
a private place of business in the West 
Kootenays,” said Eckland. 

The only other Tesla charging 
stations in the West Kootenays are along 
Hwy 3, in Trail, Creston, and Salmo, 
and they are all at municipal locations. 
There are several Tesla chargers along 
Hwy 97 in the Okanagan, on the Lower 
Mainland and Vancouver Island, and 

Kaslo Hotel gets a Tesla charging station
along the Trans-Canada into Alberta.

Eckland is confident that the charger 
will bring in business from Tesla vehicle 
owners. He says the charging service 
will be provided at no extra cost to 
people staying at the hotel, while those 
stopping by to power up will likely be 
charged.

It will take about six hours for a full 
charge and two-and-a-half hours for a 
half charge at the hotel’s level 2 station.

Tesla ‘superchargers’ are available 
mostly in communities along the 
Trans-Canada highway. It takes about 
20 minutes for a half charge at a 
supercharger.

The Tesla charger at the Kaslo Hotel 
is not part of the ‘Accelerate Kootenays’ 
public EV charger network project, “but 
it will be complementary to the general 
EV network,” said Trish Dehnel of the 
Community Energy Association, which 
is facilitating the Accelerate Kootenays 
(AK) project.

Under the AK project, EV chargers 
will be installed in 40 communities 
throughout the Columbia Basin. 
Whereas Tesla chargers are strictly 
for Tesla vehicles, the AK chargers 
(AddEnergie and part of the Flo 
Network) are universal and will 
accommodate all EVs – both pure 
electric and hybrids. Teslas have an 
adaptor that enable them to also use the 
AK charger.

The AK level 2 unit that will be 
installed in Kaslo later this year (and 

the ones in Nakusp, New Denver and 
Slocan) will cost the municipality 
$1,000 plus potentially some in-kind 
civil work. The actual cost of each unit 
plus site work and installation is $8,000 
– $7,000 will be covered by the project. 
The municipality is also responsible 
for the annual network fee of $150 per 
year. For two years, the municipality is 
required to provide the electricity free 
to the EV user. “At local electrical rates, 
this will amount to about 50 cents per 
hour of charging,” Dehnel says. “After 
two years, at project expiration, the 
municipality may choose to charge the 
EV users to recoup their costs.”

Dehnel says the main goals of the 
AK project are to reduce greenhouse 
gases in the transportation sector, and 
to promote EV tourism. “An EV tourist 
may not come to Kaslo if they are unable 
to charge their vehicle. So by providing 
about $2 of electricity for four hours of 
charging, there are economic benefits 
(lunch, shopping, experience) to Kaslo,” 
she said.

Village of Kaslo CAO Neil Smith 
explained that the Village had initially 
hoped that a local business would take 
the AK project forward “rather than the 
municipality getting directly involved 
in what is ultimately going to become a 
commercial sale of power instead of gas 
in the years ahead.” However, no local 
business showed interest, so the Village 
will go ahead and participate. Smith 
says the AK EV charger will probably 

be installed at the south end of Water 
Street later this year.

The AK project is a 2-year, $1.5 
million initiative of the Regional 
Districts of Central Kootenay, East 
Kootenay, and Kootenay Boundary with 

support from Columbia Basin Trust, the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, 
the Province of BC, FortisBC, BC 
Hydro, and Powertech Labs. The project 
is facilitated by the Community Energy 
Association.

The Kaslo Hotel now has a charging station for Tesla vehicles.

by Jan McMurray
• Council approved briefing notes 

prepared by CAO Neil Smith for the 
Village’s meetings with ministers at the 
upcoming Union of BC Municipalities 
conference. Mayor Hewat, Councillors 
Knoll and Lang, and CAO Smith will 
meet with the Minister of Environment 
and Climate Change Strategy regarding 
Kaslo’s Liquid Waste Management 
Plan; the Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure regarding the Kaslo 
River Bridge replacement; the Minister 
of Energy and Mines to ask why the 
LED streetlighting conversion on 
Fortis’ poles is a municipal ‘buy-back’ 

Kaslo council, August 22: Briefing notes for meetings with ministers at UBCM approved
program; and the Office of the Premier 
to invite the premier to Kaslo’s 125th 
anniversary celebrations in August 
2018. The Kaslo delegation along with 
Area D Director Aimee Watson will 
meet with the Minister of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing regarding Kaslo’s 
housing challenges.

The CAO will also request 
a meeting with the RCMP at the 
UBCM convention, September 25-29 
in Vancouver.

• A revised Development Variance 
Permit application was approved for the 
711 Second Street property, to facilitate 
the construction of an accessory 

building. In the revised application, the 
owner did not request a variance to the 
fence or landscape height, which was 
likely the reason the first application 
was denied. The approved variance 
reduces the exterior side yard setback 
from 4.5 metres to 1.5 metres; the front 
lot line setback from 7.5 metres to 1.5 
metres; and provides an exemption 
from the Street Intersection Clear Vision 
Requirement. 

• A letter was received from a 
resident complaining about the loss of 
parking spaces downtown, particularly 
on 4th Street. The resident asks why the 
‘No Parking’ signs were installed on the 

west side of 4th. Staff was directed to 
respond based on existing policy and 
prior responses on the same issue.

• The proposed street closure on 
Water Street for the Old English Car 
Club of BC’s car show on September 
10 was approved.

• The new Prevention of Public 
Nuisances Bylaw 1209 was adopted. 
This bylaw replaces the old Unsightly 
Premises bylaw, and streamlines and 
improves the capacity of the Village to 
act on offences. The Outdoor Burning 
Bylaw 1207 and the Municipal 
Ticketing Bylaw Amendment 1208 
were also adopted.

submitted
Kaslo’s Parks, Recreation and 

Open Spaces Committee (PROSC) 
encourages the community to participate 
in the Village’s Waterfront and Parks 
Strategy Project. 

Parks, open space and recreation 
have been identified as valuable resources 
for residents and visitors alike. Striving 
to manage these areas to their full 
potential, the Village has recognised the 

Kaslo wants public input on Waterfront and Parks Strategy 
need for an environmental management 
plan, a beach grooming plan, an invasive 
species control program, and the creation 
of standard maintenance guidelines for 
Village staff and volunteers. In addition, 
much of this work will support and 
provide recommendations for a future 
Parks Master Plan for the community.

The Project Management Team 
will study and evaluate all regulatory, 
social and environmental aspects of 

the waterfront and upland parks. This 
project will expand upon the work 
initiated by the objectives in the 2016 
Consolidated Parks Regulation, 2014 
Sustainability Strategy, and the 2011 
Village of Kaslo Official Community 
Plan. 

Community consultation is central 
to the success of this project. PROSC 
and the project management team 
are requesting residents’ input on the 
important values and uses for Kaslo’s 
waterfront and parks spaces. The 
team has already been engaging with 
community members in a variety of 
ways to gather information and ideas 
on park and waterfront use.

The first public open house will be 
held on September 14 at JV Humphries 
Elementary/Secondary School from 
5:30 pm – 8 pm. This will be a drop-
in format with no formal presentation 
in order to accommodate as many 
attendees as possible. A second public 
open house will be held in October.

On behalf of PROSC, the project 

is being managed by Marie-Ange 
Fournier-Beck of VIVID Consulting 
Ltd. in Kaslo and Brian Arquilla of 
Mountain Pacific Environmental 
Consultants Ltd. from Vernon.

The public consultation process 
is ongoing throughout this project. 
Anyone who is unable to attend the 
public open house, or who has any 
questions, comments or concerns, can 
contact: Marie-Ange Fournier-Beck, 
marie_ange_fbeck@yahoo.com, 250-
353-1335; or Brian Arquilla, info@
mtn-pac.com, 250-540-4623; or The 
Village of Kaslo, Box 576, V0G 1M0.

submitted
Folk musician Brett Wildeman 

will be performing at the Bluebelle 
on September 16 in support of his 
album The Tools We Possess. 
The Tools We Possess is the result 
of new ideas and inspiration 
Wildeman acquired while cycling 
the winding rural roads of the 
Pacific Northwest. In 2015, he 
spent the summer on his bicycle, 
logging more than 2,800 km.

The album is an eclectic mix 

Brett Wildeman to play the Bluebelle
of traditional instrumentation 
(guitar, ukulele) meshed with 
midi-instruments and drum 
samples.

The Tools  We Possess 
was released on August 22 on 
bandcamp, iTunes, Apple Music, 
& Spotify.

Wildeman’s tour is funded in 
part by the Columbia Kootenay 
Art Alliance, through Columbia 
Basin Trust, and fuelled by Oso 
Negro Coffee.
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by Jan McMurray
Mosquito control for 

the Winlaw area, a very 
controversial issue in the past, 
is being considered once again.

The RDCK board has 
agreed to spend up to $10,000 
on a feasibility study for the 
service.

Once the feasibility study 
report is submitted to the RDCK 
board, the board will make a 
decision on whether or not to 
hold a referendum on the issue.

“The intent is, if this is 
going to go forward, we should 
be holding the referendum in 
2017 to get it into the 2018 
budget,” said Area H (Slocan 
Valley) Director Popoff in an 
interview.

Popoff reports that RDCK 
staff will hire a consultant to do 
the study. In consultation with 
residents, the consultant will 
look at possible treatment areas, 
methods of control and their 
environmental impacts, and the 
costs involved.

Popoff  says  a  2003 
referendum on mosquito control 
in Winlaw was defeated by a 
clear majority (67%). When 
he became Area H Director in 
2008, he received a few requests 
for another referendum, but he 
wasn’t prepared to do so just a 
few years after the resounding 
defeat in 2003. However, 
recently, he has been getting 
requests, and has received a 
petition with 200 signatures in 
favour of mosquito control.

“The argument is that the 

Mosquito control issue resurfaces in Winlaw
demographics have changed, so 
there is an appetite for it now,” 
Popoff said.

RDCK s taff  i s  now 
verifying the signatures on the 
petition to ensure they are of 
residents of the Winlaw area.

In the meantime, Popoff 
has had calls from residents 

expressing their opposition to 
mosquito control, and informing 
him that they were starting a 
counter petition. 

Unfortunately, on August 
27 and 28, the counter petitions 
disappeared from some of the 
businesses where they were 
available.

“This  raises  ser ious 
concerns for me,” said Director 
Popoff. “A petition is a public 
document and shouldn’t be 
tampered with. Due process 
must be followed. My message 
to whoever took the petition 
is that it’s an infringement 
on the public process, and I 

would strongly suggest that the 
documents be returned to the 
RDCK office in Nelson, even 
anonymously by mail.”

Popoff says he is remaining 
neutral on the mosquito 
abatement issue. “I am not 
taking one side or the other. I am 
allowing the process to continue 

and the residents will decide,” 
he said. “I just want to see due 
process, and by removing that 
petition, due process is being 
interfered with.”

Popoff says that all petitions 
on the issue will be given to the 
consultant and will be part of the 
feasibility study report.

 submitted
An ongoing historical 

sexual assault investigation 
generated by the Victoria 
Police Dept. has prompted the 
Nakusp RCMP to canvas its 
community for the possible 
existence of other victims in 
the Nakusp/East Kootenay 
area.

In August of 2016, the 
Victoria Police arrested then-
70-year-old Harry Charles 

Nakusp RCMP canvassing for victims of decades-old sexual assaults
Sadd in connection with a 
series of alleged sexual assaults 
which took place from the mid-
’60s and onwards to the ’70s.

Based on the investigation’s 
findings, the Nakusp RCMP 
has reason to believe that there 
may be other individuals that 
may have been victimized. 
Sadd lived in Nakusp in the 
mid-’60s into the mid-’70s 
and it is possible that he may 
have targeted young males in 

the area. 
Sadd, a former youth 

badminton coach, has previous 
convictions for sexual assaults 
involving young male children 
and teens. Based on these 
similar convictions and the 
most recent victims’ accounts, 
investigators believe there are 
other victims who have not yet 
come forward. 

Sadd currently faces 23 
counts of indecent assault by 

a male on a male person, and 
one count of sexual assault; 
12 victims have come forward 
to date.

The Nakusp RCMP ask 
that anyone who may have 
been sexually assaulted or 
victimized by Harry Charles 
Sadd, or who may have 
information regarding other 
victims, to contact them at 
250-265-3677 or contact their 
local police service. 

Harry Sadd may have sexual victims 
in the Nakusp area.

submitted
Just about every week you 

hear about the housing crisis in 
Vancouver or Toronto, but it’s 
here now, too. Young workers, 
families, seniors – every 
demographic is affected. Kaslo 
residents see social media posts, 
notes on local bulletin boards, 
and ads in the paper all the time 
from people looking for rentals. 
Businesses have been forced 
to reduce hours because their 
summer employees couldn’t 
find a place to live. 

G i v e n  c u r r e n t 
circumstances, the Kaslo 
Housing Society (KHS) is doing 

Kaslo Housing Society submits update on ongoing work
what it can, using multiple 
strategies and new knowledge 
bases to get closer to solutions. 
In the spring, they appeared as a 
delegation at Village council to 
ask for title or a long-term lease 
on municipal land located on 
the south side of the river, near 
the new Unity bridge.

Since the Village, with the 
aid of consultants, was in the 
process of assessing all its real 
estate holdings, KHS was told 
to wait. KHS did meet with 
the consultants in July and 
found them very receptive to 
their ideas about the potential 
of using municipal land to 
leverage building affordable 
housing in Kaslo. 

About 8-10 years ago, 
the society worked extremely 
hard towards developing the 
riverside site. A substantial 
building project, housing 20-40 

family units, was envisioned, 
designed and ult imately 
abandoned because of the 
enormous cost. 

The current board is looking 
at a scaled-down plan, which 
would be developed in phases. 
The initial phase would include 
a lodge with 15 affordable 
micro-apartments, a common 
area with a kitchen, and an 
apartment for a live-in manager 
– all built around a courtyard. 
If this project is successful, 
a handful of two-bedroom 
cottages for families could be 
added as phase two, or by then it 
might be feasible to encourage 
a pocket neighbourhood of 
tiny homes. The KHS board 
is also engaged in reviewing 
and advocating for the revision 
of bylaws and policies which 
stand in the way of smaller 
dwellings being created. 

A t  t h e  S e p t e m b e r 
conference of the Union of BC 
Municipalities, Kaslo Mayor 
Suzan Hewat, with the support 
of RDCK Area D Director 
Aimee Watson, will meet with 
Selina Robinson, the provincial 
minister  responsible for 
municipal affairs and housing. 
On record will be a document 
prepared by the housing society 
and edited and amplified by 
Kaslo CAO Neil Smith. 

The ministerial brief is a 
request that the province 1) 
review and revise legislation 
(BC Building Code etc.) and 
policies which stand in the 
way of smaller dwellings being 
created; 2) offer incentives to all 
sectors so that new rental units 
will be encouraged, including 
tax breaks and supporting and 
seed-funding land trusts; and 3) 
enter into a dialogue with the 

Village and the RDCK with the 
intent of supporting a regional 
Housing Coordinator position.

KHS has  comple ted 
a survey of landlord/tenant 
experiences and has mapped 
housing data. Board members 
have also learned volumes 
about funding formulas, septic 
systems, air pump heating, grey 
water and composting toilets 
and various building codes 
regulations.  

The Kaslo Housing Society 
board welcomes your input, 
ideas and support by email at 
info@kaslohousingsociety.org. 
And let your politicians know 
how important it is to provide 
affordable housing for all of our 
community members. See MP 
Wayne Stetski’s online petition 
re bill C-325 at waynestetski.
ndp.ca/support-the-right-to-
housing.
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ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLEANING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

COMING EVENTS

CARD OF THANKS

TOWING

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL FOR TENDER

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & 
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th 

Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
F O R  F R E S H  F R U I T  A N D 
VEGETABLES from Cawston: Visit 
Tony’s Roadside Fruit Sales in Silverton 
on Fridays beside the Hardware Store. 8:30 
am - 4:30 pm.
DO YOU LOVE TO SING? The Vallican 
Whole Community Choir Fall 2017 session 
starts on Sunday, September 17 and new 
members are welcome. Because the floor 
at the Vallican Whole Community Centre 
is being refinished, practices will start at 
the Vallican Heritage Hall, 4192 Slocan 
River Road. The fee for the term is $80, 
practices run from 4 to 6 pm, no auditions. 
Any questions, contact Sharon at 226-7191.

WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and 
ongoing business training and coaching 
while you start your business. And if 
you’re eligible you will usually also receive 

financial support for the first year. To learn 
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 
is now accepting applications for its 2018 
season. Please apply to: Exhibitions, HGG, 
Box 201, New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0, by 
October 15. Along with a brief description 
of your work, its size, the number of 
pieces and medium used, include a few 
photographs and/or a CD of your work.

TENDER CALL FOR BURTON 
FIRE HALL ADDITION: The Burton 
Community Association is seeking tenders 
for the construction of an addition to 
the existing Fire Hall. The schedule 
requirements are to have the project at 
lock-up stage before winter freeze-up. Bids 

must be received September 12, 2017. The 
successful contractor will have their own 
General Liability Insurance and Work Safe 
BC coverage. For drawings and contract 
details please contact bca@burtoncity.ca 
or Howard Meeds 250-265-4781.

ED ELSMORE’S FAMILY would like 
to express their gratitude to our local 
ambulance attendants, first responders, Dr. 
Burkholder, the Slocan Lake emergency 
staff, and the Trail hospital 3rd floor team, 
especially Dr. Hermann and Erin Kelly.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
downtown New Denver every Friday, 10 
am–2 pm – Fresh local produce, plants 
and flowers, baking and handmade artisan 
wares. For info: 250-358-2774.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, September 16, Legion Hall, 
502 Harold St., Slocan, starting at 6:30 
pm sharp. $30 buy-in. Advance tickets at 
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or phone 
250-355-2672 to reserve. Tickets may not 
be available at the door. BC Gaming rules 
will apply. The Legion welcomes members 
& guests.

THE LANGHAM GALLERY Exhibition 
Opening Friday September 8 at 7 pm 
will commemorate the 75th Anniversary 
of Japanese Canadians in a traveling 
exhibition, TAIKEN and MEMORIES 
FROM HOME, along with Calgary artist, 
Kim Henigman Bruce with her mixed 
media book exhibition, DISBOUND. 
Chuck Tasaka, Greenwood historian, and 
Kim Bruce will give short PowerPoint 
talks on both exhibitions. Shows run to 
October 29.
YOU ARE INVITED to the Hidden 
Garden Gallery’s ‘Shift Happens’ party on 
September 17, 2017 from 2 to 4 pm. Help 
us remember the event-filled life we have 
had at 803 Kildare St. for the past 17 years 
and hear about our new location for the 
2018 Summer Season. Music, refreshments, 
friends old and new… all the makings for 
a great party!
HOSPICE SOCIETY PRESENTS the 
film For Dear Life Friday, September 22 
at 7 pm at the Langham Theatre. A brave 
documentary that turns death on its head 
and stretches one man’s final years into an 
unconventional preservation project. $15 at 
the door. hospice@kaslo.org

CAFÉ LANGHAM PRESENTS 
Primeval: Enter the Incomappleux 
September 16 at 7 pm. A breathtakingly 
beautiful short film documenting the ancient 
Incomappleux forest, with a multimedia 
presentation on the plan to preserve it. $10 
at the door. www.thelangham.ca
SAKURA ROSE AZZOPARDI debut 
concert: Saturday, September 9, 3 pm at 
Kohan Gardens. Weather permitting. Call 
250-358-2562 for RSVPs.
3-FALL-FESTS-IN-1! Slocan Park 
Community Fun Day, PRESS FEST & 
Pickle Palooza! Sunday September 24, 
10-4. Food, Vendors, Music, Kids’ Games, 
Canning Contest and Apple Pressing 
Service. INFO: kootenayfood.com | 
facebook.com/KootenayFood | info@
kootenayfood.com | 250-355-0055 | 
Slocan Park Hall Hwy 6
S L O C A N  VA L L E Y S E N I O R S ’ 
HOUSING SOCIETY SOCIAL & 
AGM: Tuesday, September 19. Social, 
refreshments and displays at 6:30 pm, AGM 
at 7 pm. All are welcome! Passmore Lodge, 
3650 Passmore Old Rd.
KNOWING OMAR ABUKAR: HIS 
ROOTS, FAMILY HISTORY & LIFE 
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Fall Fitness: Volleyball, Total Body 
Blast, and Judo kick off this September!
Parent n Tot Drop In: Fri Sept 8-Dec 
13, 10am-12pm. Nelson Library info and 
story time offered each month. Slocan 
Park Hall. FREE!
Fall Programs for Kids: Infant Massage, 
TBall (4-6yrs), Coach Pitch (7-12yrs), 
Pre-Ballet (3-5yrs), Ballet (6-10yrs), and 
Judo (6-10yrs).
After School & Homeschoolers: Pottery 
for Kids, Wed Sept 20-Oct 25 and Nov 
1-Dec 6, Gym-tastics! Sept 25-29, Oct 
2-6, and Nov 6-9, 2:30-4pm. Winlaw 
School.
Art For Adults: Introduction to Clay, 
Thurs, Sept 21-Oct 26, 6-9 pm. $245. 
Glass Mosaic Sat, Sept 23, 9am-3:30(ish)
pm. $110.
Standard & Workplace Emergency 
First Aid: Sat & Sun, Sept 30-Oct 1, 
8:30am-4:30pm. $195. Crescent Valley 
Hall.
Coffee Time! Tues, Sept 12-Dec 12, 
Nelson Library Outreach will attend 
on 3rd Tues of every month and special 
speakers throughout the season. 10am-
12pm. $2 drop in. Slocan Park Hall.

SECRETARY NEEDED for Recreation 
Commission #6. Duties include working 
with the Chair to set agenda and keep 
minutes at meetings. It is also necessary to 
help with the Fitness Centre. Approximately 
6-8 hours per month. Wage to be negotiated. 
Deadline for application is September 23, 
2017. All inquirers and resumes should be 
sent to Erikabeate@gmail.com

ECKANKAR, Past Lives, Dreams and 
Soul Travel: free download of books and 
CD. See www.eckankar-bc.ca
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 359-7310. For NA: 
New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from home, 
no kennels, acres of fenced play area and river 
swims. Call now to book your dog’s vacation. 
1-250-448-6553, www.barknrollinn.com.
90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build 
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at 
www.proudofmydog.ca

tough rubber. Good condition - floorboards 
need minor repairs. Small outboard motor 
attachment.  Used by Valhalla Society 
for bear research. $800. Contact Wayne 
McCrory 250-358-7796 waynem@vws.org

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

KOKANEE PEAKS INTERIORS 
is looking for experienced drywallers 
and finishers for upcoming job in 
Nakusp. September-November, possibly 
longer. Send in resumes to tom_p@
kokaneepeaksinteriors.com or call 250-
352-5150.
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY to enjoy 
a position helping people or to buy an 
established business and create your own 
job with dividends. Proven administration 
and marketing skills required. Work as a 
team member. For more details contact 
Shirley spectrumcares@telus.net or cell 
250-265-8040.
THE NEW DENVER PRESCHOOL is 
looking for staff. Accepting resumes for 
Qualified ECEs interested in 1 day / week 
teaching or casual work. Also accepting 
resumes for Qualified Assistants. Please 
email the Slocan Lake Early Learning 
Society at slocanearlylearning@hotmail.
com with resumes or inquiries.
N O N - P R O F I T  S O C I E T Y 
requires website. Will pay $350.00 
Slocanwaterfrontsociety@gmail.com

STORY. Saturday, September 23, 7-9 pm, 
Bosun Hall. A photo & talk presentation by 
Somali refugee resident of New Denver. 
Discussion to follow. Refreshments served. 
See article in September 21 issue.

SINGING LESSONS / BEGINNER 
PIANO LESSONS in New Denver. 
Now scheduling for Fall 2017 with local 
musician, Kelly Coubrough, HB.Mus. 
Contact Kelly 250-777-2659.
ROYAL CONSERVATORY MUSIC 
LESSONS for Violin, Viola and Piano. 
Elizabeth Lupton: BMus., NMus., Ed. Cert., 
BC Registered Music Teachers Assoc. 
Teaching in KASLO and surrounding areas. 
Contact 250-353-2250.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ 
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325 
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.
EXECUTIVE HOME IN NAKUSP. 3 
Bedroom, 2 bath. Granite, enclosed garage, 
carport + off street parking. 5 appliances. 3 
blocks from downtown, schools. 1-bedroom 
suite attached. Periodically occupied. Non-
smoker. Refs required. $2000 / mo. plus 
utilities. 1 yr. lease. Available September 
15. Send refs to tjg2127@telus.net.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
KILN, CRESS ELECTRIC 240 ac, good 
condition, all furniture included; unglazed 
ceramic vases, ornaments and moulds. 
Small pellet stove with pipes, used three 
months, good condition, $1,500; 61 bags 
of pellets, $250. 265-4477.
4-PERSON CANOVA RIVER RAFT: 
Older model German-made river raft, very 

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

HEALTH

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph) 

nakuspredimix@gmail.com

NOTICES

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

PETS

HELP WANTED

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

September 15, 
2017

EDUCATION

SERVICES

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

FOR RENT

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

FOR SALE

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque to:

Valley Voice, Box 70  
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Monday - 
Saturday

10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday 

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

SUMMER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
Realtor®

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

submitted
• Incommapleux film and discussion 

at The Langham September 16 at 7 pm.
From award-winning filmmaker 

Damien Gillis (Fractured Land) and 
the Valhalla Wilderness Society comes a 
new documentary of breathtaking beauty 
– Primeval: Enter the Incomappleux.

This 20-minute film tells the story of 
the majesty, magic and endurance of one 
of the world’s last truly intact temperate 
rainforests, right in our backyard – 
the incomparable Incomappleux. To 
document its 2,000-year-old-trees and 
rare lichens, Gillis joined a Herculean 
expedition of conservationists, biologists 
and wilderness explorers, deep into 
the heart of the Kootenay’s Selkirk 
Mountains.

Visiting the Incomappleux is like 
going back in time, to a forest that has 
been growing continuously since the last 

Two films and talks at the Langham
ice age – until recently, untouched by 
the hand of man. But in recent decades, 
most of the ancient rainforest has been 
logged. The magnificent core that is left 
has been spared only by the hard work 
of a small band of defenders.

See this larger-than-life world for 
yourself on the big screen, along with 
a multimedia presentation by VWS 
director Craig Pettitt on the Selkirk 
Mountain Caribou Park proposal – a 
plan to preserve the Incomappleux from 
the very real threat of logging.

Access to the ancient forest has 
always been difficult and few people 
have seen it. Now, you are invited 
to experience the Incomappleux for 
yourself in all its splendour. Doors open 
at 6:30 pm. Admission by $10 donation 
at the door. 

• Hospice film For Dear Life, Friday 
September 22, 7 pm at The Langham 

Theatre.
With all the flair of a seasoned 

theatre producer, terminal cancer 
patient James Pollard rallied his family 
and friends to turn death on its head 
and stretch his final years into an 
unconventional preservation project, 
stoically captured in For Dear Life.

The Hospice Society of North 
Kootenay Lake presents this brave 
documentary about a most unusual 
death, plus a post-film discussion with 
filmmaker Carmen Pollard.

“I’ve known James all my life,” 
says Carmen. “He’s my cousin, my 
friend. And when we got the news I 
had no words to talk about it.” For Dear 
Life, then, steps in to show the support, 
heartache, and even darkly comic truth 
of a terminal illness.

At once heavy and heartfelt, the 
film shines a spotlight on oft-avoided 

conversations about mortality—
particularly the obligations around 
remaining time spent with loved ones. 
Carmen’s hope is that viewers might 

carry the conversation forward with a 
multi-faceted view of death’s impact 
on all its subjects, as well as its place 
in comfortable ritual and conversation.

submitted
The Langham Cultural Society has 

been awarded a $75,200 grant from the 
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT). The grant 
matches an earlier award from the BC/
Canada 150 program.

Paul Grace-Campbell, Langham 
executive director, says, “We are 
very excited that CBT has joined BC/
Canada 150 to make such a significant 
investment in The Langham. It allows 
us to continue our primary mandate – 
the stewardship of this award-winning 
structure, beautiful heritage site, and 
dynamic arts and culture centre.” 

Grace-Campbell says the two awards 

Langham receives $75,200 matching grant 
form the core of a major improvements 
project for the 121-year-old building. 

“We have had a very successful 
capital campaign and raised considerable 
funds towards some much-needed 
building upgrades. We anticipate the total 
budget to be in the $170,000 range, so 
this is a major project for the Langham.”

A m o n g  o t h e r  i t e m s ,  t h e 
improvements project will include 
re-painting the Langham’s exterior, 
installing a heat pump system to cool 
and heat the theatre, replacing and 
refurbishing old doors and windows, 
and overhauling the Japanese-Canadian 
Museum and art gallery. 
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The gifts that Al gave his family were his thirst for learning, his sense of adventure 
to experience something different and to learn something new, his humour and his 
tenacity to enjoy his life each and every day. His life was an example of what hard 
work and determination can provide.

Al was predeceased by his wife Mary (85) and his daughter Sharon (66) Doug (69),his 
granddaughter Tina (25), and his sister Edith. He is lovingly missed and remembered 
by his siblings Donald, Vangie, Doreen, and Betty, his daughters Shirly and Diana 
(Stuart), his grandchildren; Pam, Charlene,  Michael (Nicole), and Wade  (Chelsey), 
his great grandchildren Leila, Kaylee, Christina, Blaine and Holden.  

Husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather and friend were roles he filled with love 
and caring and his passing and the loss of his presence has created a great void in 
many hearts. Thank you Dad for giving us love, laughter and a lifetime of memories. 

At the request of Adolph (Al) no formal service will be held at this time. A celebration 
of life will be organized for August 2018.

The Schuman/Nelson family would like to thank the many health care professional 
that provided compassionate and supportive care during his illness and aging. We 
would like to also thank the staff at Slocan Community Health Centre for their com-
passionate care and support over the years because without you our parents could 
not have remained in their home and community during their final years. We would 
also like to thank the community for their care and support over the years and their 
many condolences and kind words of sympathy and support during this difficult time. 
For those that wish to, in lieu of flowers, we request that a donation be made to the 
Slocan Community Residential Centre  specifically  to purchase  furniture/chairs  to 
create a home environment to provide comfort for the residents and their families.

his working life in Yorkton, starting as a grocery delivery boy and then moved on to 
learning carpenter skills with his father. Al was called to the Army &WWII and after 
discharge met and married Mary Schols in 1948. Al & Mary with their first born then 
moved west to Grande Prairie and settled, building a married life and making lifelong 
friends. Eventually Al & Mary landed on a farm in the Pouce Coupe, BC area where 
he held down a job as a mechanic, worked a farm and supported a growing family. Al 
and Mary ventured and lived in many areas of BC and created everlasting memories 
with their children and friends. 

 Adolph (Al) 
Schuman
June 10th, 1926 – 
August 7th, 2017

The daughters of  Al Schuman sadly 
announce his passing  on  August 
7th, 2017 at the age of 91 at Slocan 
Community Residential Care,  New 
Denver, BC.  Adolph (Al) was born 
in Luski, Poland and immigrated to 
Canada in 1928 with his father Josef 
and mother Alvina.  Al grew up with 
his siblings in Yorkton, Sask. Al began 

by Jan McMurray
A large crowd gathered to celebrate 

the completion of the three-year Earl 
Grey Restoration Project at the Argenta 
Hall September 2.

The Earl Grey Trail extends across 
the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy, 
from Argenta and up over Earl Grey 
Pass to Toby Creek near Invermere. 
The 63-kilometre trail connects the 
East and West Kootenays, and takes 
five days to hike.

The celebration began with a 
dinner, and was followed by welcoming 
words from Carolyn Schramm and 
Peter Jonker, who acknowledged all of 
the volunteers on the project. 

Bill Bryce of Friends of West 
Kootenay Parks showed a slideshow 
illustrating the trail improvements. 
Before he began, Bryce gave credit 
where credit was most certainly due: 
“There wouldn’t have been any [Earl 
Grey Trail Restoration] initiative if it 
hadn’t been for Carolyn [Schramm].” 

Chris Webster of Kaslo & District 
Community Forest Society, in charge of 
the youth trail crew, and two members 
of the crew said a few words about their 
exceptional experience working on the 
project; and Bry Daniels of Cooper 
Creek gave a slideshow of her recent 
hike on the trail with a group of young 
people, organized by Wildsight.

The featured event of the evening 
was a talk by Ric Careless, one of 
BC’s foremost conservationists, who 
gave a fascinating account of the 
role he played in establishing the 
Purcell Wilderness Conservancy 
(PWC). Careless has been involved 
in protecting wilderness all over BC 
for 47 years.

Careless said that standing in front 
of the crowd in the Argenta Hall “takes 
me back to the time when we decided 
we wanted the Purcell Wilderness 
Conservancy. There was a broadly held 
desire to see these mountains remain 
wild, and this is carrying on the legacy.”

The campaign to protect the 
Purcells originated in 1972 at the 
Earth Watch Conference in Golden. 
At the time, Careless was travelling 
throughout the province in search of 
priority wilderness areas for protection, 
a project he had raised funds to do. In 
Golden, “We sat down and mapped out 
our wish list, and the Purcells was the 
one we wanted to do first,” Careless 
said. It was at this conference that 
Careless met Art Twomey and John 
Bergenske, two of the main characters 
in the PWC story.

A few months later, Careless got a 

Earl Grey Trail celebration features Ric Careless on Purcell Wilderness Conservancy
call from Twomey with the news that 
a resource road was being planned for 
Fry Canyon. “They wanted to desecrate 
the areas early on in a race against 
preservation. The intent was to get 
into the [Purcell] range as fast as they 
could,” he said.

Careless began lobbying the 
Socred government at the time, and 
then the NDP came into power – a 
game changer for Careless’ efforts and 
for conservation in BC. A powerful 
person in the new government, Bob 
Williams, was very supportive of 
Careless’ work, and offered him a 
job with a secretariat of all cabinet 
ministers involved in land use and 
conservation issues. While at that job, 
Careless was given a prominent role 
in looking at protection for the PWC. 

Careless got Twomey involved, 
and the two of them drew the 
boundaries of the PWC at the kitchen 
table. “We were going after 325,000 
acres of protection; no one had gone 
for that kind of protection before in 
Canada,” he said.

With Williams’ support, Careless 
was able “to convince Mining and the 
Forest Service that this was going to 
happen.”

T h e  P u r c e l l  Wi l d e r n e s s 
Conservancy was enshrined under an 
Order in Council (OIC) in 1974. This 
was the first time an area was protected 
with an OIC rather than under the Parks 
Act. This new vehicle for wilderness 
protection was inspired by the US 
Wilderness Act, Careless explained. 
However, protection by OIC was not 
as strong as protection under the BC 
Parks Act.

In the late 1970s and early ’80s, 
there were threats to dismantle 
the conservancy under the Socred 
government. “The big thing for the 
Purcells is they weathered those two 
serious attempts to take them apart,” 
Careless said.

Then in the 1990s, Careless was 
part of a group with Colleen McCrory 
and Vicky Husband that put pressure 
on the government “to go big on 
wilderness.” Careless said McCrory 
“got them to buy into the idea of 
12% protection in the province, and 
was key in getting the government to 
understand that we have to go big.”

Then Premier Mike Harcourt 
set up the CORE [Commission on 
Resources and Environment] process, 
“which would radically expand 
wilderness areas,” Careless said. The 
PWC increased from 300,000 to 
500,000 acres, gaining the Alton Creek 

and Carney Creek drainages. Also in 
the CORE process, “we elevated all 
parks to full legislative status. Before 
that, the PWC could have been wiped 
out with one signature.”

Although Careless wasn’t at the 
CORE tables – “The people at the table 
really get the credit,” he said – Careless 
made sure the priority areas identified 
during his work in the 1970s made it 
to those tables. 

“I was doing lots of lobbying, and 
got the agreements to the table, and then 
industry would come and try to knock 
them down in Victoria. Not many 
people were working the corridor to 
counter the effects of industry, but we 
were lucky and they turned out to be 
lasting agreements,” he said. “There 
was stuff we had to give up that was 
painful, but we did something pretty 
amazing and we didn’t tear the province 
apart, although we came close.”

After CORE came the Land 
and Resource Management Plans 
(LRMPs), some of which have still not 
been completed, Careless said. More 
recent wins for conservation came with 
Christy Clark’s announcements of the 
BC Parks’ Future Strategy and the BC 
Parks Foundation with an endowment 
of $5 million.

“The Purcells are a fundamental 
part of this story,” said Careless. 
“Thousands of people have worked 
for decades and decades, and the BC 
Parks system is now the third largest in 
North America and the sixth largest in 
the world. There is still work to do, but 
so much was born here with the spirit 
of people like yourselves. It takes just 
a few people who really care to change 
the world, and we did it here.”

Careless says he finds it painful to 
be reminded how much wilderness has 
been lost when he looks out the airplane 
window or checks out Google Earth – 
“it looks like an animal with a very bad 
case of mange” – but he believes “we 
will make it through.” He says human 
beings are genetically programmed to 
develop, “but we got too good at it and 
didn’t realize we had a problem until 
the 1960s when we saw the earth from 
space.” He says we’ve been going in 
this direction for 200,000 years, and 
have only started to turn it around in the 
last 50. “I think we’re going to make it. 
We’ll be on the razor’s edge – it will be 
tough – we will lose a lot that we love, 
and it will take heroics – but we’ll make 
it through.”

Careless concluded with his 
conviction that the Purcell Wilderness 
Conservancy needs to expand to 

include Jumbo Pass and the Lake of the 
Hanging Glacier, and the Argenta Face. 
He urged the community to consider 
solutions to the wildfire risk on Argenta 
Face other than cutting down the forest.

“The  Purce l l  Wi lderness 
Conservancy is precious beyond 
belief. It’s your responsibility, my 
responsibility and the responsibility of 
the young people coming up to keep 
it intact,” he said. “Vigilance must 
remain, and the loving of it, the hiking 
and rejoicing of it… and completing it 
by adding Jumbo and Argenta Face.”

Some people at the event were 
disappointed that there was no 
information on the history of the Earl 
Grey Pass Trail, as advertised. Others 
noted that Careless’ account of the 
establishment of the PWC didn’t cover 
the whole story.

Valhalla Wilderness Society 
biologist and long-time activist Wayne 
McCrory attended the presentation, 
and said he enjoyed hearing about 
Careless’ involvement with the high-
level politics that helped save the 
Purcell Conservancy. 

“He deserves a lot of kudos for 
helping make it happen, but I was 
also aware of dozens of unsung, now 
grey-haired, local heros in the audience 
without whose passion the Purcells 

would never have been protected. 
These were the locals who had to face 
the logging companies and angry local 
loggers in their communities on a day 
to day basis. In the end, the Purcells 
became surrounded on the West and East 
Kootenay sides by a fortress of staunch 
local support of heroic proportions, 
passionate environmentalists at 
the north end of Kootenay Lake 
in particular, and on the east side 
especially hunting and guide/outfitter 
groups as well as the likes of outspoken 
regional biologist Ray Demarchi. 
“However, the real untold story in 
the Careless presentation were the 
stalwart efforts of the conservation 
groups during the Kootenay Boundary 
Land Use Plan to have the Purcell 
Conservancy extended from mountain 
tops down to Kootenay Lake such as on 
the Argenta Face, since the conservancy 
was largely a high-elevation protected 
area. Tragically it did not happen except 
to add the Fry/Carney watershed. 
During the land use planning, many of 
the local wilderness activists endured 
hate campaigns stirred up by the pro-
logging Share groups. We used to drive 
home over the pass from Kaslo after 
huge land use meetings in Kaslo full of 
angry loggers and mill workers actually 
fleeing for our lives.”
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by Jan McMurray
The Burton Fire Department 

prevented a structure fire from spreading 
on the night of August 30.

“What saved us was our purchase 
of the old tanker from the Nakusp Fire 
Department last week,” said Burton Fire 
Chief Brian Harrop. “That was a timely 
acquisition!”

When the department responded to 
the fire just one kilometre north of the 
community at about 10 pm on August 

The wreckage from the structure fire just north of Burton on August 30.

Travel trailer and minivan burn just north of Burton
30, a travel trailer and minivan parked 
next to it were ablaze. 

“Our truck only has a 300-gallon 
capacity, whereas the old Nakusp tanker 
has 1,500,” said Harrop. “We ran out of 
water in our truck, but the extra water 
in the old Nakusp tanker saved us from 
having to go and get more water. That 
saved us precious time.” 

The travel trailer and minivan were 
totally destroyed. “The fire started 
spreading up the grass slope into the 

trees, but we were able to extinguish that 
immediately,” reports Harrop.

Luckily, the fire did not spread to a 
larger residential trailer on the property. 
“It was slightly singed and we sprayed it 
down. There was no interior damage at 
all. We were surprised it didn’t ignite,” 
said Harrop.

No one was injured. The resident 
of the travel trailer escaped at the first 
sign of flames, and was fine when 
fire department members checked his 
health at the scene. The resident of the 
larger trailer was at home at the time, 
and was fine.

“There was a good response from 
all members of the fire department and 
the community,” said Harrop. “People 
came out and assisted with traffic 
control – a good portion of the highway 

was closed.” 
There was full response from the 

RCMP, BC Ambulance Service, and 

Forestry, but the fire department was able 
to handle it alone. The scene was cleaned 
up by midnight.

36th Annual Rosebery Regatta held September 4
by Dan Nicholson

It was clear skies, with a favourable 
breeze for the 36th annual sailing of 
the Rosebery Regatta.

A moderately-sized crowd 
attended the home-made toy boat 
race in Rosebery Bay, September 4.

Three heats were rowed out and 
launched into the heart of the bay by 
past Commodores Howard Bearham 
and Judith Maltz and Ensign Ben 
Hagen. Richard Johnson had his boat 
repair station on the beach. 

The first heat was won by a vessel 
manufactured by Lawrence (Larry 
the Lawn Guy) Martin, and captained 
by his son, Asher. The driftwood and 
house-wrap vessel powered through 
its opposition to win the race in a very 
convincing fashion. Odds-makers were 
predicting a Martin victory.

The 2nd heat was won by a 
pool-noodle and clear plastic vessel 
captained by Arlo Jacks. The result was 
contentious because Mikul Dorsey’s 
vessel fouled the Martin boat. The 3rd 
heat was won decisively by Arlo Jacks’ 
Boat. In keeping with the size of the 
crowd, corruption was minimal.

Soren, Jessica and Arlo bask in the glory of winning the prestigious Rosebery Regatta. The 
annual sailing of toy boats was held on September 4.


