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by Art Joyce
It’s official – according to the BC 

Emergency Operations Centre, this 
summer has been the worst wildfire 
season since records started being kept 
in 1950. Kevin Skrepnek, Chief Fire 
Information Officer for the Kamloops 
Wildfire Centre, reports that since April 
1st there have been 1,057 fires across 
the province, burning 981,000 hectares 
of land. To date the Province has spent 
$345.3 million in firefighting costs, with 
3,600 Provincial personnel, 550 out of 
province personnel and 1,500 contractors 
from the forest industry along with more 
than 200 aircraft. 

According to Canadian Forces Major 
Jeff Allen, of the Joint Pacific Taskforce 
based in Esquimalt, a further 600 
military personnel have been engaged 
in firefighting or providing security in 
evacuated communities. Firefighting-
trained Canadian Forces members were 
deployed in self-sufficient camps to assist 
with the mop-up and monitoring stages of 
the wildfires, including air support. Dawn 
Roberts, Director of Communications for 
the RCMP, conservatively estimates that 
2,000 RCMP staff have been deployed 
over the past six weeks – including 
municipal police officers – and an 
additional 500 officers in the Cariboo-
Chilcotin region. 

A record 37,000 people have been 
evacuated from their homes since July 
8, when a series of lightning strikes set 
off a series of fires in the Cariboo and 
Chilcotin regions, as well as near Cache 
Creek and Princeton. As of August 20 
there were 27 evacuation orders and 

2017 wildfire season worst in BC history
35 evacuation alerts issued across the 
province, with 9,700 residents still on 
evacuation alert. Interior Health CEO 
Chris Mazurkewich says the outpouring 
of support has been outstanding for 
the unprecedented numbers of patients 
evacuated from health facilities. 

“We’ve seen our own staff, along 
with physicians, emergency responders, 
First Nations, social services agencies, 
churches, charitable organizations, 
universities, businesses, and individual 
citizens come forward to ensure these 
vulnerable people are kept safe and 
comfortable. I cannot say enough about 
the generosity of health sites in Interior 

Health and Northern Health who have 
taken in patients and clients evacuated 
from their home facilities.” 

As of August 20 there were 107 fires 
still burning, down from 138 a few days 
earlier. There was little hope for relief 
in the weather forecast, with continued 
hot, dry conditions, minimal rainfall 
and stiff winds. The EOC on August 17 
announced that the provincial state of 
emergency would remain in place until 
September 1st, when it will be reassessed. 
That has meant a ban on off-road vehicle 
traffic and a total campfire ban. The 
Cariboo-Chilcotin region, probably the 
hardest hit in the province, has a total 

backcountry closure on all Crown land. 
The last provincial declaration of a state 
of emergency was issued during the 2003 
wildfire season. 

Federal Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Minister Lawrence MacAulay and BC 
Agriculture Minister Lana Popham 
are investigating financial assistance 
for hard-hit ranchers and farmers in 
the province. The Province is offering 
direct financial support to evacuees, 
with $600-per-household funding, 
renewable every 14 days until evacuees 
return home. Small businesses affected 
by the fires can also now receive a 
$1,500 emergency grant through the 

Canadian Red Cross and Province of 
BC. Eligible businesses are those located 
along Highway 20 west of Williams 
Lake, Highway 97 south of Prince 
George, Highway 26 to Barkerville, and 
the eastern Cariboo Regional District 
communities of Horsefly and Likely.

Air quality advisories have been 
issued by all levels of government. The 
City of Vancouver had an advisory in 
place from August 1 to 17. As of August 
14, the Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy amended its 
‘smoky skies’ alerts to remove Slocan 
Lake, Arrow Lakes, Kootenay Lake and 
the West Kootenay from their list. 

Music students from the Suzuki Valhalla Institute summer program rehearse before their final concert at Silverton Memorial Hall on August 11th.  See full story on page 12.
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

by Art Joyce
With huge swaths of the province 

burning, the West Kootenay has 
not been immune to wildfires in 
this record-breaking fire season. 
Residents and visitors alike have 
been confronted with smoky skies 
across the region due to several 
small to medium sized fires. Unlike 
the rest of BC, however, the weather 
has mostly cooperated, with brief 

West Kootenay wildfire situation mostly under control
rain showers helping prevent these 
fires from becoming major. As of 
press time Monday, August 21, there 
were 40 active fires in the Southeast 
BC fire region, down from a high of 
280 fires this season. 

The Morley Creek fire near 
Kokanee Provincial Park on 
Kootenay Lake’s West Arm 
had grown to 80 hectares. Both 
Morley Creek and Harrop fires had 

firefighting crews from Australia and 
as of August 21 were transitioning to 
BC crews. Morley Creek is now 100 
percent contained. The McCormick 
Creek fire near Salmo had grown 
to 750 hectares with 59 personnel, 
six pieces of heavy equipment and 
one helicopter. At one point the 
fire had jumped the Salmo River, 
causing an evacuation order for 

the Nelway area and forcing the 
Shambhala music festival to close 
early. By Monday the 21st that fire 
had been reduced to 410 hectares 
and was mostly contained. The 
250-hectare Galena Bay area fire had 
21 personnel on site working to “tie 
off” the northwest corner, but with 
no other change as of August 21. No 
change has occurred at Rapid Creek, 

the 750-hectare fire still burning 
northwest of Meadow Creek near 
the Lardeau River. 

The week the Valley Voice went 
to press a new 0.1-hectare fire erupted 
at Hell Roaring Creek in the Salmo 
area. It was actioned immediately by 
a bucketing helicopter but no growth 
is expected due to the quick response. 
Similar fast action prevented a small 
fire on Ranch Ridge in Hills from 
becoming a serious problem. On 
the afternoon of August 17 a barn 
fire in Edgewood received prompt 
action from the local volunteer fire 
department, again preventing the fire 
from spreading. The cause as of press 
time was unknown. 

“It was starting to spread toward 
the road, so if it had crossed we’d 
have had problems, but we got it 
contained. We had a lot of help from 
neighbours,” says Acting Fire Chief 
Bill Dummitt.

The BC Wildfire Service was 
called by the fire department and 
sent a helicopter just in case the blaze 
got out of control. On the same day 
around 6 pm a power line came down 
on Needles North Road causing a 
small fire but it too was quickly put 
out. “We had more calls over that 
four day period than we’d had in two 
years,” says Dummitt. “There was 
also a lightning strike that week that 
kept us busy for a couple of hours.”

As of August 18, the RDCK had 
reinstated an evacuation alert for the 
Rapid Creek and McCormick Creek 
fires. Regional district residents can 
get the latest on evacuation orders 
and alerts at the RDCK website 
under the ‘emergency services’ menu 
item ‘evacuation information page.’ 

Highway 6 from the Nelway 
border crossing to the junction 
with Highway 3 was closed due to 
poor visibility from smoke. Those 
with travel plans to the US are 
advised to change their route until 
further notice. Regular updates for 
travellers can be found at the Drive 
BC website, www.drivebc.ca.  

According to Southeast BC Fire 
Centre information officer Carlee 
Kachman, the wind will be shifting 
this week, bringing in more smoke 
from the central BC region, where 
the Cariboo-Chilcotin fires are still 
burning. 

So far this season, the 280 fires 
in the Southeast BC fire region 
have burned 18,131 hectares of 
forest. Of these, 212 were caused by 
lightning while the remainder were 
human-caused. In April this year, the 
Province of BC instituted stiff fines 
for anyone defying the campfire ban 
or causing a wildfire. Not complying 
with a fire restriction under the 
Wildfire Act has tripled from $345 
to $1,150. Failing to properly 
extinguish a burning substance, 
such as a cigarette, will now cost 
an offender $575. Maximum fines 
under the amendments jumped from 
$5,000 to $1 million for corporations 
and up to $100,000 for individuals. 

Motorists and residents are urged 
to report any signs of fire or smoke 
when sighted by calling *5555 on 
a cellphone or 1-800-663-5555 on 
a landline.

The McCormick Creek fire near Kokanee Creek Provincial Park was mostly contained by 
August 21.
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Forest fire prevention
Forest fires continue to destroy our forest resources and threaten our lives every 

year. Dead snags along the highways and forest roads are a substantial threat to public 
transportation.

The threat of devastating forest fires is imminent. Small-scale salvage and single 
tree selective harvesting our timber substantially reduces this danger.

The reactivation and maintenance of existing forest roads allows access to single 
tree selective harvest, which in turn allows observation of timber infestation, monitoring 
stream channel flow preventing floods, and access for firefighters.

The removal of unhealthy beetle-infested and mature timber reduces fire fuels as 
well as enhances young timber growth. Unusable branches and broken tops are left 
flat on the ground and absorb water in the winter which does not dry out in the summer. 
This wood provides moisture and nutrients to young timber growth.

Small trails created by small crawler tractors allow access for firefighters and act as 
a fire guard. Small-scale salvage permits the harvesting of wind-thrown, dead standing 
beetle-infested timber. Single tree selective harvesting permits the thinning of green 
healthy timber.

The policy in place today does not support taking good care of our timber resources! 
The policy change needs to combine small-scale salvage and single tree selective 
harvesting. 

The small-scale salvage contractor’s stumpage rates should be equivalent to the 
major corporations. The lost value of timber revenue due to forest fires is paramount 
across the country.

Write to your provincial Minister of Forests (FOR.Minister@gov.bc.ca), the premier 
(Premier@gov.bc.ca) and the prime minister (fax: 613-941-6900).

Ron Huss
Rosebery

by Art Joyce
The RDCK is in the process 

of updating its 2010 Resource 
Recovery plan to meet both 
mandated Provincial government 
guidelines, in particular the need 
to divert organic waste from the 
waste and recyclables stream. A 
draft Resource Recovery plan for 
2018 has been produced based in 
part on a public survey done in June 
and July this year. Stakeholder and 
general public consultation on the 
draft strategy is planned for this 
fall. A report to the RDCK board 
estimates a 10 percent reduction in 
organic waste, targeting food waste 
and food-soiled paper. There are 
already programs in place for yard 
and wood waste.

Impetus for the revised plan 
comes from the Ministry of 
Environment, which is nudging 
regional districts to move toward 
more ‘closed loop’ systems, similar 
to natural ecosystems, where waste 
is unknown. From a resource 
recovery perspective, this means 
diverting as much material from 
the waste stream as possible either 
for recycling or composting. To 
accomplish this goal, the MoE 
is encouraging polluter-pay and 
user-pay incentives, including 

“market-based incentives, disposal 
restrictions on industry-stewarded 
products, zoning to support collection 
facilities, and support for reuse 
and remanufacturing businesses.” 
RDCK Resource Recovery manager 
Travis Barrington says the MoE has 
mandated a goal of 75 percent of 
BC’s population living in an area 
where there’s a ban on organic waste 
disposal; and for regional districts to 
meet a total waste disposal rate of 
350 kg per capita. 

The public survey returned 645 
responses from RDCK residents, 
including all municipalities and 
electoral areas, representing over 
one percent of the total population 
of the district. The survey shows 
that overall, residents participate 
willingly in resource recovery, 47 
percent stating that they haul their 
yard waste to a regional district 
or municipal collection facility 
and 62 percent who said they 
backyard compost. Slightly over 
half those surveyed, at 53 percent, 
agreed with the statement, “It is 
important to introduce programs 
for diverting food waste from the 
landfill, even if it increases user 
costs.” The report stressed that, 
“this suggests that there is a gap 
between enthusiasm for the concept 

of organic waste diversion and the 
willingness to pay for it.” Since 
a successful organics diversion 
program requires community 
support, public consultation is vital 
to the design of resource recovery 
services. Although tipping fees for 
organic waste are expected to be 
significantly lower than those for 
garbage, costs for the industrial, 
commercial and institutional (ICI) 
sector may increase somewhat.

The draft report recommends as 
the top priority large municipalities, 
where the largest diversion of 
organic material can be achieved 
at the lowest cost. Second priority 
would be smaller municipalities 
and lastly, rural areas, where 
“residents tend to have less food 
waste per household due to a higher 
prevalence of on-site composting, 
using food for animal feed and other 
solutions that minimize the amount 
of food waste that needs to be stored 
then hauled to a landfill or transfer 
station.” 

Under the proposed strategy, 
the regional district would create 
composting facilities for residential 
and commercial food scraps at the 
Creston landfill and the closed 
central landfill near Salmo, with 
material from collection points in 

RDCK developing new plan for organic waste diversion
the largest municipalities – Creston, 
Castlegar and Nelson. The Village 
of Salmo could also implement an 
organic waste curbside collection 
program and the RDCK would 
support municipalities in the design 
and implementation of curbside 
collection. ICI sector participation 
in organic waste diversion would 
be voluntary at first. “Private haulers 
would provide the collection service, 
which would be an expansion of 
the current garbage and recycling 
collection services they already 
provide to the community,” explains 
the report. 

The proposed plan would be 
phased in over a five-year period 
from 2019–2024 under three distinct 
phases. Incentives in phase one 
would include potential rebates on 
backyard composters or Bokashi 
systems. Workshops on waste 
management would be offered, 
and a public awareness campaign 
done in concert with WildSafe 
BC for managing bear attractants. 
Phase two would see a ban on the 
disposal of organic waste from 
the ICI sector coupled with a 
commercial collection service, food 
redistribution, giving food waste to 
farmers for use as animal feed, and 
on-site management techniques such 
as composting or digestion. Phase 
three would see programs introduced 
to provide organic waste diversion 
for residents in communities and 
rural areas lacking access to organic 
waste collection services. 

Based on a study undertaken 
by the Regional District of North 
Okanagan, 50–75% of landfilled 
organic waste is food waste, with 
the remainder being yard and wood 
waste. The RDCK report emphasizes 
that no program achieves 100 
percent of waste diversion, and 
that only 48% of regional district 
residents live within municipalities. 

Input on the draft plan is currently 
being sought from the RDCK joint 
resource recovery committee, which 
includes all the directors of the 
RDCK; the resource recovery plan 

advisory committee, made up of 
stakeholders from the community; 
and the municipalities. This process 
is expected to be completed in time 
for a regional district vote on the 
plan in November.

“It’s important to emphasize 
this is a draft,” says Barrington. 
“But so far we’ve been getting a 
lot of positive feedback on it. One 
of the things that surprised us was 
that compared to other regions, we 
actually have a lower amount of 
organic waste going into our waste 
stream, probably because so many 
people are composting.” 

submitted
Cyclists from the Kootenays and 

all over BC came together for the MS 
Bike West Kootenay Challenge to 
demonstrate their power in helping to 
change the lives of Canadians living 
with multiple sclerosis (MS). MS Bike 
is the largest fundraising cycling series 
in North America with the second 
of four BC tours kicking off at New 
Denver’s Greer Park August 19. A total 
of $92,000 was raised by local cyclists. 

This extraordinary two-day 222 
kilometre MS Bike tour loops around 
the Kokanee Glacier in the Selkirk 
Mountains, from New Denver to 
Slocan, to Kaslo, and back to New 
Denver with an overnight in Nelson. 
Cyclists also had the option of a relay 
partnership to complete the course. 
Top teams this year included The Rear 
Guard, Ride Sally Ride and Heart and 
Soul Tae Kwon Do, Save-On-Foods 
corporate team as well as sponsors, 
just to name a few.

New Denver’s Richard James, 
whose wife Barbara Wejr has MS, 
has been a regular participant in the 
MS ride. James will be doing his sixth 
ride since its inception in the West 
Kootenay in 2012. He says there was 
some doubt the event would occur this 
year due to poor air quality from area 
wildfires but the ride was allowed to 
go ahead. James has raised $9,800 for 
the cause. He encouraging donors to 
go to the MS Society webpage to help 
push the total over $10,000. To donate 
to the West Kootenay ride, go to the 
webpage, select the province and the 
regional ride and make a donation in 
James’ name. 

“I thoroughly believe all it’s going 
to take is money to find a cure for this 
disease. All it took for a breakthrough 
in the gene research for ALS was 
raising a million dollars through the 

MS Bike fundraiser kicks off in West Kootenay
ice bucket challenge.”  

Saturday night saw cyclists dressed 
in Canadian attire at the day-one 
post-ride Canada 150 themed dinner 
at Nelson’s Lakeside Park. Guests 
enjoyed dining and dancing, and 
listened to speaker Patricia Bevilacque 
share her inspiring story of life with 
MS. 

Canada has the highest rate of 
multiple sclerosis in the world. MS is 
a chronic, often disabling disease of the 
central nervous system comprising the 

brain, spinal cord and optic nerve. It is 
one of the most common neurological 
condition in young adults in Canada. 
Most people with MS are diagnosed 
between the ages of 15 and 40, and 
the unpredictable effects of MS last for 
the rest of their lives. The MS Society 
provides services to people with MS 
and their families and funds research to 
find the cause and cure for this disease. 

For more information or to make 
a donation visit msbiketours.ca or call 
1-800-268-7582. 

New Denver’s Richard James, whose wife Barbara Wejr has MS, has been a regular 
participant in the MS ride since its inception in the West Kootenay in 2012. 

Apology & 
Correction

In our last edition, August 10, 
2017, we published an ad for local 
community foundations. The ad 
went to press in the wrong font, and 
three lines from the Slocan Valley 
Community Legacy Foundation 
section were lost. The Valley Voice 
takes full responsibilty for these 
mistakes, and has reprinted the ad 
on page 24.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. Letters and articles should be no longer than 
500 words and may be edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted 
material. Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include 
your address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.

We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

New Menu! Come one in and check it out!!
Some old favorites and new ones too!!!

Thanks for your 
service
If you’re trans-gender, you’ve now 
been banned.
You’re being sent home from Af-
ghanistan.
News over there tends to lag,
But fold up your uniform, pack 
your bag.
You’re out of the military, back on 
the street.
And now it’s official: He’s done it 
by Tweet.

Kristen Jacks
South Slocan 

No to Geo-
engineering

Premier Horgan: The recent 
re lease of  the documentary 
Frankenskies shows the effects of 
geo-engineering on our weather, 
environment and health. It adds 
another dimension and critical factor 
in climate change. Nano-particles 
of aluminum, barium and strontium 
regularly sprayed to seed clouds are 
only part of the problem. They cause 
respiratory illness, likely increase 
Alzheimer’s, pollute water, and land 
and accelerate forest fires burning 
intensity.

This documentary traces the 
sources, delivery and parties profiting 
from this globally and can be seen 
online and should be mandatory 
viewing for both decision-makers 
and the public. See also Dr. Russell 
Blaylock’s article ‘Chemtrails, Nano-
aluminum, and Neurodegenerative 
and Neurodevelopmental Effects.’

According to Elana Freeland, 
author of ‘Chemtrails, HAARP 
and the Full Spectrum Dominance 
of Planet Earth,’ geo-engineering 
and environmental warfare were 
prohib i ted  by  the  ENMOD 
Convention at the UN in 1994. The 
underlying objective appears to 
be ‘Whoever controls the weather, 
controls the world.’ We are all 
affected by this illegal activity. A 

moratorium on geo-engineering and 
inquiry into it is warranted now.

Sue Hiscocks 
Victoria

Transgender 
fatigue

This is a letter in response to 
‘Parent fights for removal of gender 
on ID’ in the August 10th edition 
of the Valley Voice. I am a white 
Caucasian woman, I am overweight 
and under tall, I say what I think 
about whatever, I have earned that 
right, in my opinion.

I am not in favour of transgender 
segregation, but on the same note, I 
feel if you don’t want to be singled 
out, then don’t make such a big deal 
about it. For you to decide your 
child should not be labelled male or 
female is you putting your beliefs 
on them. If later in life they decide 
to follow in your footsteps, so be it, 
but to make it an issue before they 
have the mental aptitude to make 
such a decision for themselves is not 
right either. You are then doing what 
you say the government is doing by 
labelling them on IDs.

There are definite items on the 
personal anatomy that tell whether 
you were born male or female; even 
animals have them. Yes, sometimes, 
the wrong appendage is attached, but 
it is still the way in birth.

I, quite personally, am getting 
tired of all the uproar of people 
trying to change the world because 
they are the different ones. Just go 
about living life the good Lord gave 
you, if you want to be different then 
be different, don’t stuff it down our 
throats, we are who we are, so be 
whoever you are.

You can call me whatever you 
want, be it a redneck, ignorant, 
old-fashioned, uninformed, but I 
also have the right to my opinion, 
and being as you have made your 
opinions known in social media, I 
am doing the same

Cathie Roberts
Nakusp

The Concentrated 
Nitrogen Cure – 
Ta-Da!

Hawkweeds, docks, thistles, 
knapweed, comfrey gone wild and, 
no doubt, others that I have not 
treated, are generally unwelcome 
in most rural as well as urban yards 
and gardens. But they sure have 
proven to be difficult to say farewell 
to without applications of various 
herbicides. However, starting a few 
years ago, a chain of events led me 
to applying non-toxic, concentrated 
nitrogen, called UREA, or 46-0-0.

We are all aware that mammals 
bodies produce urea in the form of 
an organic compound in urine as well 
as in blood and lymph. But it is the 
synthetic organic compound that I 
speak to here. I found it at Ellison’s, 
but in a larger quantity than I need. 
So, I buy it at Farm Supply for less 
than 10 dollars for 10 pounds. It 
comes as dry, white pellets about 2 
1/2 mm diameter, which makes it 
easy to use.

Depending on the plant, or 
plants, I either use a good pinch of 
pellets on the whorl of the emerging 
plant, or, if the plant is mature, a good 
pinch of pellets in the cavities made 
where the leaves emerge from the 
stem. Frequently one finds a cluster 
of plants, so I use a flexible plastic 

cup, which I squeeze into a spout so 
I can drizzle the pellets where I want 
them. If the wind or rain disturbs 
your pellet treatment, you may need 
to reapply. Very shortly you will see 
browning, drooping and then the 
dead plant(s).

I  have very successfully 
eradicated pretty large clusters, or 
just a plant, of all those mentioned, 
in the past three years. However, 
before I went public, I needed to see 
what would naturally emerge in the 
future from the previously treated, 
now empty, brown spot. Without 
fail the local indigenous wild flora 
came back – grass, clover, selfheal, 
plantain and dandelions, all with 
really good colour, as now they 
were growing up through the newly 
diluted, nitrogen enriched, soil that 
was treated last season – ta-da!

Rowena Eloise 
Argenta 

Flatulence vs. 
carbon

After my second reading of Ron 
Anderson’s letter about flatulence, it 
remains unclear to me whether he is 
referring to his personal emission of 
methane or whether he is including 
the emissions from the animals 
he has chosen as a food source. 
Regardless of that question, I do have 
a somewhat different view of this 
matter of animal flatulence.

If we are considering reducing 
ruminants (animals that produce 
methane) from the earth we must first 
study the work of the biologist Alan 
Savory who restores grasslands with 
grazing animals and of Joel Salatin 
who raises cattle and chickens while 
increasing the topsoil in the process 
(both on the web). It turns out that 
without grazing animals the world’s 
grasslands would die and their soil 
would turn to dead dust.  

Methane is only a problem if 
it is released into the atmosphere 
in localized high concentrations, 
as occurs in LNG plants and feed 
lots. In modest quantities, as is 
produced by cattle, sheep, bison, etc. 
roaming about in fields, the methane 
is absorbed into the atmospheric 
moisture and comes down with the 
rain to fertilize the land. So don’t 
feel intimidated into guilt for your 
personal flatulence or that of the cow 
in the field behind the house.

But this does not mean we should 
trivialize our personal impact on the 
environment. We hear a lot about 
how the big corporations should 
straighten out their act. Certainly 
they should, but we should never 
give up on our personal potential to 
play a role.  

For example, we could all focus 
more on the building of topsoil. Fifty 
percent of healthy topsoil consists 
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of carbon. Carbon experts have 
suggested that half of the excess 
carbon causing our climate problems 
has come from topsoil degradation. 
Even now there is more carbon in the 
earth’s topsoil than in the atmosphere 
plus the living vegetation. Imagine 
how much carbon was emitted 
during the dust bowl when two 
metres of soil in the prairies oxidized 
and blew away with the wind.

We all eat food. Imagine the 
impact if 7 billion people all ate food 
that was grown on land where the 
topsoil was nurtured and increased. 
Vandana Shiva said: “All life 
depends on soil.”

Norbert Duerichen 
New Denver 

Who benefits?
In Kaslo, during the tourism 

months there are a few festivals, 
s p o r t s  e v e n t s ,  M a y  D a y 
celebrations, and many people 
come to our friendly and fair 
village to either participate in, or to 
observe said events. During these 
times the accursed gate leading to 
the Logger Sports area is opened 
and hundreds of people as well 
as vehicles are allowed on the 
riverbed. During May Days, and 
later in the year, for three weeks 
running, there was a mountain 
bike rally, the Jazz Festival and 
the Ididaride rally. During these 
events not only was the riverbed 
full of folks, but the picnic area 

as well as the Vimy Park ball 
field were full of vehicles, tents 
and other apparatus necessary for 
camping. During Jazz Fest, the 
riverbed was chock-a-block filled 
with all manner of motorhomes, 
campers, pick-up trucks and many 
other vehicles, some, defying 
description. 

Who benefits? Obviously the 
village coffers and by extension the 
campground attendant, merchants, 
buskers ,  huskers ,  con-men, 
pickpockets, petty thieves, perhaps 
overtime for the police as well. 
After the festivals are finished, 
the accursed gate slams shut 
preventing the citizens (who pay 
the wages and honorarium for the 
mayor and council), access to the 

same area that is used to benefit the 
above mentioned groups. Perhaps 
the taxpayers are or should be 
revolting over this discrimination.

Before the gate, I have never 
seen more than three or perhaps 
four vehicles in the Logger Sports 
area and those vehicles remain 
there for less than an hour while 
the good citizens of Kaslo enjoy the 
beach, the mountain view and have 
a nice walk with their pooch(es). Is 
it too much to ask that the decision 
and dialogue be revisited? The 
petty bureaucratic nonsense has to 
stop somewhere; this area belongs 
to all of the citizens of Kaslo, not 
just transient, short-term visitors, 
who, yes drop a few dollars here 
and there, but do not have a vested 

interest in the village, and do not 
pay taxes here. 

If the decision makers are 
concerned about environmental 
damage or other forms of habitat 
destruction, then all traffic should 
be banned from this area, not 
allowing any activity and let the 
cottonwoods and the willows 
take over and relocate the Logger 
Sports infrastructure to another 
less sensitive area, such as the 
Gymkhana grounds.

Maybe tomorrow I will go to 
the Village office and ask for and if 
necessary pay for a permit to access 
the area; my dog needs a walk.

Jim Van Horn
Kaslo (where everybody 

counts or nobody counts?)

Lost in the Mail
Dermod Travis, Executive Director 
Integrity BC

It had to have been lost in 
the mail. It’s the only plausible 
explanation. I can’t imagine any 
other reason for not receiving an 
invitation to at least one of the ‘by 
invitation only’ dinners held since 
2013 with BC’s deputy ministers. 
The annual cash for access event 
is hosted by the BC Chamber of 
Commerce.

After all, it might seem a little 
crass for the BC Liberal party to 
host private fundraising dinners 
with deputy ministers, even by 
BC’s Wild West standards. There’s 
no mistaking their purpose, though. 
The Chamber’s 2014 six-page 
invitation read, in part: “(BC’s) 
deputy ministers are tasked with 
ensuring that the goals and outcomes 
of the provincial government are 
met. While often working outside 
the public spotlight, they are 
invaluable sources of information 

and knowledge about their ministries 
and ministry policies.” 

“This private, invitation-only 
event creates an ideal forum for 
dialogue and discussion between 
guests and leaders of British 
Columbia’s public service. The 
evening consists of a reception 
and a dinner, where guests are 
seated directly with the deputy 
minister of their choice. This is an 
unparalleled opportunity to express 
your perspective and concerns 
directly to BC’s deputy ministers.”

No ambiguity there. And all for 
$275 a plate. Sponsorships were also 
available for well-heeled invitees. 
The platinum sponsor for the 2014 
dinner was Telus, the BC Maritime 
Employers Association, Spectra 
Energy were the ‘gold sponsors’ 
and McKesson Corp. the ‘silver 
sponsor.’ McKesson acquired Rexall 
pharmacies in 2016.

Who were among the lucky 
few to be given the chance to rent 
the ear of a deputy minister over 

dinner? Guest lists don’t seem to 
be readily available online, but 
someone – bless their heart – hired 
a photographer for the 2013 dinner 
at the Empress Hotel’s Crystal 
Ballroom. The by-invitation-only 
crowd barely filled half the ballroom. 
The comradery between lobbyists 
and deputy ministers shines through 
in the photos. 

Guests included a veritable 
who’s who of BC’s lobbying 
industry. Hill+Knowlton lobbyist 
Steve Vander Wal chose to have 
dinner with Deputy Minister of 
Health, Stephen Brown. At the time, 
Vander Wal’s clients included Eli 
Lilly, AbbVie and Merck Canada. 
Michael Cunningham, a consultant 
lobbyist for Purdue Pharma – 
makers of OxyContin – was at the 
dinner. The former vice president of 
government relations at Telus, Dave 
Cunningham, chose John Dyble 
– then-deputy minister to former 
Christy Clark – as his dinner date.

In addition to Spectra, the energy 

industry was well represented 
with lobbyists from the Canadian 
Association of Petroleum Producers, 
the BC LNG Alliance, Woodfibre 
LNG, the Independent Power 
Producers of BC, Imperial Oil, 
ConocoPhillips Canada and Cenovus 
Energy. Kinder Morgan found time 
to squeeze the dinner in between the 
B.C. Liberal party’s annual leader’s 
golf tournament in September and 
Clark’s Burnaby homecoming dinner 
in November.

The golf tournament and 
homecoming dinner are all the more 
surprising because the company 
made clear in its 2013 Trans 
Mountain Pipeline application to 
the National Energy Board that the 
company’s code of ethics forbids it 
from donating to political parties.

The executive director of the 
BC Securities Commission, Paul 
Bourque, was in attendance, as was 
Josh Christensen, a Hill+Knowlton 
lobbyist whose clients included the 
Port of Vancouver at the time.

Former CEO of the B.C. Chamber 
of Commerce, John Winter, appears 
in a number of photos. Winter headed 
up Future Prosperity for BC, a group 
that may have spent up to $2 million 
on an anti-NDP campaign in advance 
of this year’s provincial election.

The group went dark just prior to 
the writ dropping, with Winter telling 
the Globe and Mail at the time: “We 
feel we’ve done what we can do with 
what we had, without coming under 
the scrutiny of the Elections Act. 
Why would that be nefarious?”

The 2014 invitation included a 
shopping list of deputy ministers. 
At least 12 current deputy ministers 
are on that list, including Richard 
Fyfe, then and still deputy Attorney 
General.

They say BC s tands  for 
bring cash. Maybe that’s because 
everything seems to be for sale, 
including eating with the deputy 
minister of your choice. Let’s hope 
the 2016 dinner was the last supper.

From the Hill 
by Richard Cannings, MP 
South Okanagan-West Kootenay

It seems hard to believe, 
but the summer school break is 
three-quarters gone. Members of 
Parliament are home for the summer 
too, however we do continue to 
work on local and national issues. I 
thought this would be a good time 
to highlight some of the work that 
we do here in the riding – especially 
the work of my staff.

I have two assistants in my 
Penticton office and one in my 
Castlegar office who are kept busy 
year-round with a wide variety of 
tasks. Much of their work is helping 
constituents navigate the federal 
bureaucracy, and with their years 
of experience and expertise they can 
certainly make that often daunting 
experience more fruitful, if not more 
enjoyable.

The big federal files of taxes, 
pensions, employment insurance 
and immigration make up about 
three-quarters of constituency work. 
A lot of baby boomers are applying 

for pensions for the first time, both 
through Old Age Security and the 
Canada Pension Plan. This process 
usually goes smoothly, but any 
number of hiccups can occur that 
can cause significant cash flow 
problems for seniors.  

Federal taxes of all sorts – 
notably income tax and GST – can 
be problematic for some and we 
can help you through some of that. 
Many people aren’t aware of certain 
benefits such as the Disability Tax 
Credit, and some constituents have 
received thousands of dollars in tax 
refunds after registering.

Crossing international borders 
is getting more difficult these days, 
and we can help there, too.  For 
some, even getting a visitor’s visa 
to allow relatives to come to Canada 
for a special occasion can be a real 
problem. It’s always best to start 
well ahead of time for any issue 
regarding passports and visas, and 
if you run into problems please get 
in touch.  

Over the past two years my staff 
have helped community groups 
working hard to bring families in 

from Syria, Somalia, and other 
war-torn countries. Welcoming 
those families as they start their 
new lives in Canada is one of the 
most heart-warming tasks I’ve been 
honoured with.

Sometimes we have to pass on 
requests for help to more appropriate 
government agencies, since not 
all bureaucracy is federal. Some 
provincial files include health care, 
highways, public utilities, labour, 
forestry and other natural resource 
extraction practices. And of course 
there are many important services 
provided by municipal and regional 
governments.  

Not all constituency tasks are 
about frustrations with bureaucracy. 
My staff often create certificates of 
appreciation and congratulations 
to thank community members for 
their dedication and hard work. 
Every spring we assist the Canada 
Summer Jobs program, which 
provides hundreds of local youth 
with valuable job experience in 
the South Okanagan and West 
Kootenay.

Please get in touch through 

Richard.Cannings@parl.gc.ca.  
If you want to chat in person, 
I’ll be hosting my second annual 
community barbecue on August 23rd, 
5 pm to 7 pm, at the Rotary pavilion 
in Skaha Lake Park, Penticton. And 

I’ll be cycling around the riding 
from August 23–30 with frequent 
stops for public breakfasts, coffee 
and lunch. The full itinerary is 
posted on my website at http://
richardcannings.ndp.ca/  

submitted
Richard Cannings, MP (South 

Okanagan-West Kootenay) is happy 
to announce that he will ‘Ride the 
Riding’ for the second year in a row. 
Last year he decided to complete a 
bicycle trip through the riding, which 
gave him a unique chance to meet the 
people, businesses and industries that 
make up the area.

His tour will use a combination 
of rail trails and highways, starting 
in Glenfir (Summerland) on August 
22 and finishing in Crescent Valley 
on August 30. The trails are an 
important attraction for tourism and a 
key economic driver for many small 
communities throughout the riding. 

“I enjoy riding these rail trails 
myself,” says Cannings, “and one 

MP Cannings to 
‘Ride the Riding’ for second time

of the reasons for this cycle trip is 
to highlight their importance to the 
riding.” 

As he did last year, Cannings 
invites people to ride sections of 
trails with him as he travels from 
community to community. He has 
scheduled numerous coffee and meal 
breaks at various points where the 
public can meet him to share their 
concerns, ideas and suggestions for 
the South Okanagan-West Kootenay. 
The complete itinerary is available 
online at richardcannings.ndp.ca.

 “Last year’s ride was such a 
success and I’m really look forward 
to hitting the trails again,” he says. 
“Everyone is invited to join in on the 
ride and I look forward to hearing 
what everyone has to say.”
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SPRINKLING RESTRICTIONS
Residents of the Village of New Denver are asked to observe the following rules 
regarding the use of sprinklers within the municipal boundaries:

Level 2 Sprinkling Restrictions:
•No sprinkling between 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

• Odd-numbered properties sprinkle only on odd-numbered days of the month 
• Even-numbered properties sprinkle only on even-numbered days of the month

CAMPFIRE BAN
All residents and visitors are reminded that a campfire ban is in effect within the 
Village of New Denver’s municipal boundaries, as well as in the surrounding rural 
areas.   Links to information about provincial fire bans and forest use restrictions 
can be found on the Village’s website.

ARBOUR DAY
The Village of New Denver would like to advise residents that the next Arbour Day 
collection will take place in the fall and the Public Works crew will not be collecting 
yard and garden waste that is placed curbside for collection until that time.  Resi-
dents are asked to ensure that all yard and garden waste that accumulates over the 
summer remains on their private property, not on Village lanes, roads or boulevards.  

115 Slocan Avenue • P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 • office@newdenver.ca • www.newdenver.ca

THE VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

COMMUNITY

submitted
Students, teachers and educational 

institutions are welcoming the BC 
government’s move to eliminate tuition 
fees for Adult Basic Education (ABE) 
and English Language Learning (ELL) 
programs. The NDP government says it 
is opening the door for tens of thousands 
of people to upgrade their education and 
skills every year.

“By eliminating these fees, we’re 
tearing down the roadblocks to the 
basic education and skills people need 
to improve their lives,” said premier 
John Horgan. “The action we’re taking 
today gives hope and help to people 
throughout the province and is a long-
term investment in BC’s economy.”

The policy reverses action taken 

Tuition fees eliminated for Adult Basic, English Language programs
by the previous government in 2015 
to impose tuition fees for ABE and 
ELL learners. Under that policy, Adult 
Basic Education and English Language 
Learning fees were set by each institution 
up to a maximum of $1,600 per semester 
of full-time studies, the equivalent of 
the average cost of tuition for an arts 
and science undergraduate program. 
Enrolment in Adult Basic Education and 
English Language Learning programs 
subsequently dropped almost 35 per cent 
from 10,244 full-time equivalent spaces 
in 2013/14 to 6,692 full-time equivalent 
spaces in 2016/17.

“Our province can’t afford to lose 
students who are keen to learn or 
advance their skills training in the post-
secondary sector because of financial 
barriers,” said Minister of Advanced 
Education, Skills and Training Melanie 
Mark. “I’m proud we’re taking this 
action to expand opportunities for 
ABE and ELL students to thrive in 
the workforce and achieve academic 
success.”

The announcement is welcome 
news for learners interested in upgrading 
opportunities in this region, says 
Selkirk College. The college offers 
academic upgrading at all its campuses 
and learning centres across the West 

Kootenay and Boundary regions. In 
a supportive classroom environment, 
students are able to complete high 
school level courses in math, English, 
biology, chemistry and physics, as well 
as college success, computer sciences 
and social studies.

“Removing financial barriers to 
this program brings students one step 
closer to accessing high school level 
courses specifically made for adults,” 
said Allison Alder, the college’s chair 
of the School of Academic Upgrading 
and Development. “It brings them one 
step closer to realizing their dreams.”

More than half of the students who 
enroll in the upgrading program plan 
to attend a post-secondary program. 
On average, 20 per cent of students 
registered in Selkirk College programs 
have previously taken at least one 
Adult Basic Education course from the 
college.

Seats are still available for courses 
starting this September at all campuses 
and learning centres. Drop into the 
campus in your community for 
scheduled information and registration 
sessions being held throughout August. 
More information can be found at 
selkirk.ca/upgrading.

The BC Teachers’ Federation is 
also happy with the announcement. It 
says the cuts were “especially hurtful to 
people looking to complete or upgrade 
courses they needed for job training 
programs, those learning English, new 
immigrants, and Indigenous learners. 
By restoring funding for tuition-free 
adult education, the new government is 
putting pathways back in place to help 
a lot of British Columbians break the 
cycle of poverty.

“It will also be important to reach 
out to former staff that have been laid off 
or severed so that the necessary teaching 

positions are filled quickly.”
The Alliance of BC Students 

(ABCS) commended the move, noting 
that “reversing a decision made by the 
previous government in 2015 to charge 
up to $1,600 per semester for adult 
learners to study means that thousands 
more British Columbians will be able 
to access programs meant to enhance 
education and employment potential.”

In 2015 the ABCS lobbied the 
government to provide ABE and English 
Language Learning free of charge. 

“The opportunity that ABE provides 
to return and complete high school 
courses later in life is particularly 
valuable for marginalized groups and 
individuals. Traditionally marginalized 
groups participate disproportionately in 
ABE, with 64 per cent of participants 
being women, 12 per cent Indigenous 
people, and 72 per cent below the 
poverty line.”

submitted
Ground has been broken on the 

student commons phase of the $18.9 
million Selkirk College Silver King 
Campus refresh project that will 
breathe new life into the Nelson 
facility. The project is slated for 
completion next spring. Featuring a 
new cafeteria, multi-purpose open 
study area and student services offices, 
the student commons building is a 
critical piece of the project that is also 
overhauling shop spaces for trades 
training.

“The renovations in the shop 
spaces continues and is coming along 
nicely, but that work is not very 
visible,” says Vice President of College 
Services Gary Leier. “The student 
commons portion of the project is a 
new build which is going to be much 

Silver King Campus breaks ground on student commons
more obvious to those who pass by the 
campus in the coming weeks.”

The 53-year-old Silver King 
Trades Campus renewal project will 
cost $18.9 million. Funding includes 
a $10.34 million investment by the 
Government of British Columbia 
and a $5.84 million infusion by the 
Government of Canada in addition 
to $1 million from Selkirk College, 
and $1.72 million from donations and 
industry sources. 

The new commons building will 
enhance the student experience and 
provide an important hub at the Silver 
King Campus. The student commons 
building will be constructed adjacent 
to the existing administration building 
which is scheduled to be removed at 
project completion.

General contractor Yellowridge 

Construction is heading up both the 
shop renovations and the new build. 
There are currently 35 people working 
on the project that broke ground in 
October, 2016. By September that 
number is expected to be more than 
100; the large majority of the workers 
by that time will be sub-trades.

Over the coming weeks and 
months, construction crews will put 
the finishing touches on the heavy 
mechanical, millwright/machinist and 
electrical shops. Construction of a 
new carpentry building is scheduled to 
begin in the coming weeks. All trades 
and other programs continue to run at 
full capacity during the construction 
period. 

For more information visit http://
selkirk.ca/school/industry-and-trades-
training.

submitted
Chuckleberry Community Farm, a 

local year-round commercial producer 
of micro-greens and intentional 
community, recently created the 
Chuckleberry Sustainable Community 
and Education Society. As such, the 
Chuckleberry Community is hosting 
several workshops this summer, each 
with a focus on emotional intelligence, 
sustainable living, and abundant food 
production. 

All workshops take place at 
Chuckleberry Farm, a commercial farm 
and micro-greens operation with a zero 
net energy main building. The community 
practices emotional intelligence and non-
violent communication for self-discovery 
and healthy community relating. They 
also strive to have more fun with less 
consumption and substances. 

The farm is in Beasley, a 15-minute 
drive from Nelson.

Workshop Participants will learn 
how to create their own high yield 
four-season intensive gardens; how 
to produce nutrient-rich soils; how 
to grow year-round micro-greens; 
skills to adapt natural systems for 
sustainability such as solar heating/ 
solar power/ solar dehydration as well 
as air convection/ earth heat sink/ earth 
refrigeration and rain catchment systems; 

Chuckleberry Community Farm hosts workshops 
on emotional intelligence and sustainable living

and emotional intelligence and effective 
communication skills.  

Chuckleberry founder Jon Scott and 
community members are eager to share 
what they are learning as they explore a 
more wholesome and eco-friendly way 
of life. Maxim Grunin invites workshop 
participants to enjoy his abundant, 
healthy, organic food, prepared daily on 
site with ‘Max’ love and many ingredients 
right out of Chuckleberry’s thriving 

gardens. All participants are welcome 
to camp on the farm, with access to 
washrooms and showers. Upcoming 
workshops are Sept 8, 9 Adapting 
Natural Systems; Sept 17 Emotional 
Intelligence for Sustainable Living. 

For more details,  visit  the 
C h u c k l e b e r r y  C o m m u n i t y 
F a r m  F a c e b o o k  P a g e ,  o r 
chuckleberrycommunity.ca, or call Jon 
directly at 250-359-6669.

submitted
Agricultural producers in the region 

now have access to a new service offering 
technical support and expertise to help 
them succeed. Kootenay and Boundary 
Farm Advisors is a free service that is 
launching this summer. The regional 
districts of Central Kootenay, Kootenay 
Boundary and East Kootenay have 
partnered with Columbia Basin Trust to 
provide the service. The new program 
offers agricultural expertise to producers 
to improve the efficiency, productivity 
and viability of their farming or ranching 
operations. 

The services are free and open to 
agricultural producers working towards 
commercial viability in the regional 
districts and Columbia Basin Trust 
region. Services include expert advice 

New farm advisors program helps agriculture grow
on topics such as irrigation, pest control, 
production, water, soil, climate change 
and research. 

“The program is active now with 
work building up to full services next 
spring,” explains Rachael Roussin, 
program coordinator. “Producers 
can now sign up and share their 
challenges, helping us connect them 
to appropriate technical expertise and 
develop workshops and educational 
opportunities.” 

The Kootenay and Boundary Farm 
Advisors program evolved out of the 
work of the Regional Agricultural 
Liaison Services that the regional 
districts and the Trust collaborated on. 
Keefer Ecological Services Ltd. (KES) 
has been awarded the Kootenay & 
Boundary Farm Advisors contract.

In loving memory of 
Ted Reitmeier

April 1937 - August 2007
Ten years have passed since that sad day
When the one we loved was called away

God took you home, it was his will
But in our hearts you linger still.

Miss you every day
Love, Isabel; children Rod, Rick, Ken, 

Kathy Marlene and Barbara; grandchildren 
& great-grandchildren
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Effect ive November  30, 

2017, the BC government will 
end grizzly bear trophy hunting 
throughout the province and stop 
all hunting of grizzlies in the 
Great Bear Rainforest. For many 
conservation groups in the province 
campaigning for an end to the hunt, 
this announcement has been long 
awaited. 

“By bringing trophy hunting of 
grizzlies to an end, we’re delivering 
on our commitment to British 
Columbians,” said Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations 
(FLNRO) and Rural Development 
Minister Doug Donaldson. “This 
action is supported by the vast 
majority of people across our 
province. In particular, we owe 
it to generations past and future 
to do all we can to protect the 
beauty and uniqueness of the Great 

Provincial government to end grizzly bear trophy hunt
Bear Rainforest. We believe the 
action we’re taking goes beyond 
the commitment to Coastal First 
Nations made as part of the 2016 
Great Bear Rainforest agreements.”

There are an estimated 15,000 
grizzly bears in British Columbia. 
Each year, approximately 250 are 
taken by hunters. While the trophy 
hunt will end, hunting for meat will 
be allowed to continue.

During the fal l  months, 
Donaldson said that government 
will consult with First Nations and 
stakeholder groups to determine 
next steps and mechanisms as BC 
moves toward ending the trophy 
hunt. Additionally, government 
will be moving forward with a 
broader consultation process on 
a renewed wildlife management 
strategy for the province. A report 
on the effectiveness of grizzly bear 
management from the Auditor 

General’s office is due out sometime 
this fall. 

“The key elements of that 
strategy will include dedicated 
funding for wildlife and habitat 
conservation and a collaborative 
process in developing short and 
long-term plans for wildlife 
resources,” Donaldson said.

The Coast to Cascades Grizzly 
Bear Initiative was pleased by the 
government’s decision, stating 
that it “confirms its commitment 
to a renewed wildlife management 
strategy for the province.” But 
questions as to the long-term 
conservation strategy for grizzlies 
were raised by NGOs across the 
province. BC’s most threatened 
grizzlies will still face human-
caused deaths related to poor 
management of garbage and other 
attractants, poaching, livestock 
conflicts, plus issues such as habitat 

loss and fragmentation, and genetic 
and demographic isolation. Coast 
to Cascades is urging stronger 
management measures to prevent 
threatened populations from 
disappearing. 

“Many British Columbians are 
not aware that for years there has 
been no legal hunt for the most at-
risk populations of grizzly bears in 
BC, yet some of these populations 
continue to decline to perilous 
levels,” said Johnny Mikes, Field 
Director for Coast to Cascades. 
“Even though the Province will 
end the BC grizzly bear trophy hunt 
in its entirety, it is only improved 
management focused on habitat 
and non-hunting threats that will 
benefit the bears in these depressed 
and declining populations.” 

K i m b e r l e y - b a s e d  N G O 
Wildsight welcomes the ban on 
trophy hunting of grizzly bears. 
However, Wildsight director John 
Bergenske says they are “unclear 

what a meat hunt will mean for the 
bears. Big-game hunters may still 
hunt grizzlies, taking home photos 
of themselves with their kill instead 
of the bear’s hide, head and paws. 
Currently, hunters are required 
to take home the meat from most 
animals killed, but not grizzly bears. 
Very few, if any, hunters are out to 
hunt grizzlies for meat.” 

Wildsight, like the Coast to 
Cascades initiative, points out 
that habitat loss and connectivity 
are key issues affecting grizzly 
populations, and are calling for a 
broader consultation process on 
a renewed wildlife management 
strategy for all species. “Industry 
has dominated land use for far too 
long. Without significant changes 
in how we manage the human 
footprint on the land in BC, declines 
will continue for many species.” 
Wildsight plans to participate in 
the upcoming consultations with 
the minister. 

submitted
The provincial government 

has hired former Supreme Court 
Justice Thomas Berger as external 
counsel to government in the legal 
action related to Kinder Morgan’s 
Trans Mountain Expansion Pipeline. 
Berger will provide legal advice 
on the options for participation 
in legal challenges and hearings 
are scheduled to begin in federal 
court later this fall. The BC NDP 
government insists the company 
cannot start construction as planned 
next month. 

Environment and Climate 
Change Strategy Minister George 
Heyman and Attorney General 
David Eby announced that they are 
stepping up their opposition to the 
Kinder Morgan pipeline. According 
to Heyman, Kinder Morgan “cannot 
put shovels in the ground” on public 
land.

“Our government made it clear 
that a seven-fold increase in heavy 
oil tankers in the Vancouver harbour 
is not in BC’s best interests,” says 
Heyman. “Not for our economy, 
our environment, or thousands 
of existing jobs. We will use all 
available tools to protect our coastal 
waters and our province’s future.”

“It is government’s desire to seek 
intervenor status in legal challenges 
to federal approval of the pipeline 
expansion and increased oil tanker 

BC government puts Kinder Morgan pipeline on hold
traffic off BC’s coast,” adds Eby. 
“Mr. Berger will provide legal advice 
to government on the options for 
participation in legal challenges.”

The Province will also fulfil its 
duty of meaningful consultation 
with Indigenous people concerning 
this project, including consultations 
regarding potent ial  impacts 
to Aboriginal rights and title – 
a responsibility that has been 
identified in a number of court 
cases. In particular, that duty must 
be fulfilled as consultation relates to 
environmental assessment certificate 
(EAC) requirements. Until these 
consultations are completed in a 
way that meets the Province’s legal 
obligations, work on the project on 
public lands cannot proceed.

Green Party leader and coalition 
partner Andrew Weaver said he 
was pleased with the government’s 
decision. The Green caucus believes 
the National Energy Board process 
that led to the project’s approval 
was “profoundly flawed. Numerous 
questions remain unanswered or 
were simply dismissed.” Stopping 
the Kinder Morgan pipeline 
expansion is a “key commitment” 
of the Confidence and Supply 
Agreement signed by the BC 
Greens and NDP. Weaver says the 
emphasis on continued development 
of fossil fuels reflects a “last century” 
mentality. Instead, BC should be 

developing its clean tech and value-
added production capacities. Nor 
does he believe current spill cleanup 
practices are up to the job. 

“Government has a responsibility 
to base major decisions affecting the 
lives and livelihood of so many 
people on sound evidence, and in the 
case of TransMountain that standard 
was not met. In fact, expert panels 
from both the US National Academy 
of Sciences and the Royal Society 
of Canada have highlighted the fact 
that there would be little ability to 
clean up a diluted bitumen spill in 
the coastal environment.

Weaver was the only MLA 
in the BC Legislature who acted 
as an intervenor in the National 
Energy Board hearings on the Kinder 
Morgan project. Adam Olsen, now 
MLA for Saanich North and the 
Islands, was also an intervenor. 

However, Kinder Morgan 
President Ian Anderson has vowed 
to move forward with construction 
activities in September, prompting 
a call for renewed vigilance from 
Burnaby South MP Kennedy 
Stewart. He urges the public to 
continue contacting their MPs and 
MLAs to state their opposition to 
the project, promising to carry the 
resistance to the federal level. 

submitted
Kootenay Carshare now has a 

wheelchair accessible van available for 
use in the Nelson fleet. Its permanent 
location is in the Railtown parking lot 
next to the Nelson Visitors’ centre. It 
is able to carry four passengers and 
one wheelchair passenger, and has a 
collapsible wheelchair inside for use 
as needed. 

The ‘Get a Lift’ committee was 
comprised of Kootenay Carshare and 
other community members who wanted 
to address the need of private access 
to a wheelchair accessible van in the 
community. They identified the need 
of such a vehicle due to the fact that 
seniors and people with mobility issues 

were having difficulties completing 
everyday tasks. Going to the doctor 
or going to the grocery store were 
challenging because there was no 
convenient transportation accessible 
to them. As well, services that are 
available for those with disabilities 
like handyDART are not available on 
weekends. 

Kootenay Carshare has 12 
vehicles in the Nelson fleet, including 
the wheelchair van, and more than 
24 vehicles in its Nelson, Kaslo, 
Revelstoke, Kimberley and Rossland 
branches. 

For more information on pricing 
and booking please visit www.
carsharecoop.ca. 

Kootenay Carshare offers new wheelchair lift van

AVAILABLE NOW!  
PALS HAS KITTENS!  
For more information, or to let 
us know what kind of kitten you 
are looking for, call PALS at 250-
265-3792. 

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com
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SD 10, in the beautiful West Kootenay region of southeastern BC, is seeking 
a highly competent and dynamic business leader to take on the important 
and challenging role of Assistant Secretary-Treasurer in our district. This is 
a 0.60 FTE (3 days) per week position. 
Our small rural district is staffed with people who care about students and 
who go the extra kilometres – literally and figuratively – to make a difference! 
We are blessed not only with breathtaking geography – long lakes, snow-
capped mountains and lush forests – but also with warm and welcoming 
staff, parents and community in all of our six district schools. Our parents, 
teachers, support staff, Leadership Team and Board of Education are com-
mitted to doing all that they can to support student learning. 
Reporting to the Superintendent/Secretary Treasurer, the Assistant Secretary 
Treasurer is responsible for providing leadership in the Finance Depart-
ment in all business areas with specific emphasis on the development of 
the District’s operating and capital budgets, internal and external reporting 
of financial results and the development and maintenance of appropriate 
systems of internal control. In addition, the Assistant Secretary-Treasurer 
provides support to the Superintendent/Secretary-Treasurer and the District 
Leadership Team in the areas of risk management, strategic business and 
capital planning initiatives, and the development of recommendations to the 
Board of Education. The Assistant Secretary-Treasurer also acts on behalf 
of the Superintendent/Secretary Treasurer in her absence. Other duties 
include providing business-related leadership to personnel in Payroll and 
Purchasing, and providing support to school principals in a decentralized 
decision-making model. 
As an accomplished business leader, you possess strong business acumen 
with demonstrated knowledge and expertise in strategic financial planning, 
finance, accounting, capital planning, audit, and internal controls and risk 
management. You hold a professional accountant’s designation and are 
familiar with PSAB accounting and budgeting standards. You have a proven 
record of leading organizational transformation. Your leadership skills enable 
you to motivate and mentor staff in a productive and collaborative manner. 
You have strong interpersonal and communication skills, which enable you to 
foster a team approach in leading and supporting multiple concurrent projects. 
You are able to lead and adapt to changing priorities adeptly, multi-task and 
consistently meet deadlines. 
Please submit your resume and cover letter, together with three professional 
references by email to: 
 Ms. Terry Taylor 
 Superintendent/Secretary-Treasurer 
 terry.taylor@sd10.bc.ca 

no later than noon on Friday September 15, 2017. Only those selected for 
an interview will be contacted. 

World Class Learning In A Rural Environment

Assistant 
Secretary 
Treasurer

SD 10 Arrow Lakes

submitted
The provincial government 

is making its first move toward a 
$15-an-hour minimum wage for 
British Columbia by announcing a 
50-cent increase for September and 
renewing its commitment to a Fair 
Wages Commission. Premier John 
Horgan said moving toward a $15 
minimum wage is long overdue 
in making life more affordable for 
British Columbians. The wage will 
be phased in by 2021. 

“British Columbia’s lowest-
paid workers need a raise,” Premier 
Horgan said. “The action we’re 
taking will make life better for 
working parents, seniors, new 
Canadians, students and more. 
These are people struggling to get 
by.”

Effective Sept. 15, 2017, 
minimum-wage earners will see 
their pay increase to $11.35 per hour 

BC takes first steps toward $15 minimum wage
from $10.85 per hour, giving B.C. 
the third-highest minimum wage 
among Canada’s provinces – up 
from seventh position.

“Today’s increase and our 
commitment to the $15 minimum 
wage will benefit almost 100,000 
British Columbians who have been 
getting by on one of the lowest 
minimum wages in the country,” said 
Horgan, adding that 62 percent of 
minimum-wage earners are women.

Labour Minister Harry Bains 
said details around a fair wages 
commission’s composition and 
terms of reference will be announced 
in the coming weeks, but that its 
overarching objective is to get British 
Columbia to $15 along a planned, 
responsible path. The commission 
will submit its first report within 90 
days of its first meeting.

“We’ve listened to business 
owners, who have told us gradual, 

predictable increases are the way to 
go to minimize the impact on their 
businesses,” Bains said. “And they 
recognize that the move to a $15 
minimum wage is good for retention 
for their businesses, and good for the 
BC economy.”

At the same time as the general 
minimum-wage increase, the liquor 
servers’ wage is also rising by 50 
cents to $10.10 per hour. Other 
minimum-wage provisions in the 
employment standards regulation 
will also receive increases in line 
with the general minimum-wage 
increase of 4.6 percent. This includes 
the daily rate for live-in home 
support workers and live-in camp 
leaders, as well as the monthly 
rates for resident caretakers and the 
minimum farm worker piece rates 
for harvesters of certain fruits and 
vegetables.

“We look forward to working 
with the BC government as we 

advocate for better wages, including 
increasing the minimum wage to 
$15 per hour as soon as possible,” 
says Irene Lanzinger, president, BC 
Federation of Labour. “We need to 
remember that the minimum wage 
in BC was frozen for 10 years by 
the previous government, and as a 
result many low-wage workers have 
suffered just trying to keep their 
heads above water.”

Mark von Schellwitz, Western 
Canada vice-president of Restaurants 
Canada, also welcomed the move. He 
says the association supports wage 
increases that are announced well in 
advance, “to give businesses time 
to adjust, and do not trigger large 
menu price increases or a reduction 
in entry-level employment.” With 
rental rates at an all-time high in BC, 
seasonal communities recently have 
struggled to attract and retain enough 
service staff to keep businesses 
functioning smoothly during the 

high season.
Andrew Weaver, leader of the 

BC Green caucus, says establishment 
of a Fair Wages Commission was a 
key element of the Greens’ 2017 
election platform and was included 
in the Confidence and Supply 
Agreement signed by himself and 
Premier Horgan. But Weaver has 
concerns about the timeline for the 
$15 minimum wage. 

“Although I am pleased to see 
an important piece of our agreement 
move forward, I am concerned that 
the apparent addition of a 2021 
timeline is prejudicial to the work of 
the Fair Wages Commission,” says 
Weaver. “The Commission must 
consult with small businesses, which 
are the backbone of our economy, 
to ensure they can continue to 
thrive. The timeline and wage 
increases should not be made for 
political purposes and should not be 
arbitrarily set in advance.” 

by Art Joyce
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay (RDCK) has rescinded the 
boil water notice on the Edgewood 
water system that has been in place 
since May 31. The RDCK issued the 
notice due to poor water quality as a 
result of seasonal increased turbidity 
(cloudiness). Turbidity has decreased 
and the water quality is now good. 
However, the RDCK board on August 
17 adopted an action plan for dealing 
with what has been an ongoing problem 
with water quality. 

At a public meeting on March 28, 
Burton residents made it clear they are 
opposed to a permanent chlorination 
system. In response, the RDCK 
board proposed and has adopted six 
treatment options, starting with issuing 
a permanent water quality notice for 
Burton. Public facilities such as the 
campground, school, community centre, 
food and beverage establishments, 
and the future senior’s facility will be 
encouraged to install their own on-site 
water disinfection systems. The water 
system will be flushed more frequently 
in areas where water consumption might 
be low. The school and campground will 
be encouraged to flush and disinfect 
their water systems when not used for 
extended periods of time. Water testing 
will be done on a weekly basis, sampling 
from the wells, two distribution locations 
and the water storage reservoir. Interior 
Health has agreed to pay for increased 
testing on a temporary basis. And finally, 
a twice annual treatment of the entire 
system with chlorine will be done. 

“Regional district staff do not 
feel that two short periods of 
consumptive level chlorination a year 
is unreasonable,” notes the staff report. 
“It is hoped that chlorination twice a 
year will help clean and disinfect the 
distribution system.”

“We passed the motion that was 
on the floor but just before the meeting 

Regional district adopts Burton water treatment plan
started staff said to me that IHA doesn’t 
like it,” says Area K director Paul 
Peterson. “It’s subject to more extreme 
possibilities if IHA wants to play 
hardball with it.” 

Interior Health’s response to the 
plan was that “ongoing noncompliance 
with the bacteriological standard of the 
Drinking Water Protection Regulation 
usually means the water should not be 
considered potable and a Boil Water 
notice is required. The Burton water 
system has not met this standard as 
some low level Escherichia coli has been 
present in past samples and some sample 
results have had greater than 10 total 
coliform bacteria per 100 ml.” 

Burton water consumers have thus 
been subject to ongoing water quality 
advisories and boil water notices. 
System upgrades and operational 
changes in recent years have resulted in 
less frequent and severe sample results 
but RDCK staff has not definitively 
identified the source point for the 
bacteria. 

“Our water has never tested badly 
ever at the wellhead, it’s something in 
the distribution system,” says Peterson. 
“Somebody years ago may have tapped 
into it and there’s backflow into the 
system, we’re not sure.”

Ultraviolet (UV) disinfection was 
considered by RDCK staff but rejected 
as it “does not provide disinfection 
downstream of the UV reactors and 
would only be effective if the source 
of bacteria was from the groundwater 
wells.” Water samples in the past were 
taken from the distribution system more 
frequently than from the wells. Adverse 
sample results trigger immediate system 
disinfection and flushing but this then 
makes it difficult to identify the source 
point of the coliform bacteria. RDCK 
staff had already increased the sampling 
frequency and locations, with wells 
now sampled at the same time as the 
distribution system.

For more information contact the 
Regional District at 1-800-268-7325 
ext. 8171 or visit www.rdck.ca/water.

submitted
Seven new BC Transit Vicinity 

buses are coming to the West 
Kootenay Transit System, with two 
buses arriving this summer and five 
in 2018. The 30-foot and 35-foot 
medium duty buses will help meet 
the transit needs of the communities 
they serve as they perform better and 
have more safety features than the 
current fleet.

Each 30-foot bus will cost 
approximately $319,000, funded 
by the Province of BC and local 
government through BC Transit’s 
local  government  lease  fee 
program. Each 35-foot bus will cost 
approximately $347,000 and are 
part of the almost $160 million in 
federal and provincial funding for 
BC Transit projects that was first 
announced in June 2016.

The 30-foot Vicinity bus seats 
24 passengers with room for another 
20 standees; the 35-foot bus seats 
30 passengers with room for 24 

standees. In both models, there is 
also space for two mobility aids. 
They are equipped with two doors 
for more efficient operation and 
easier access for passengers.

The new buses will also have 
active closed circuit television 
(CCTV) cameras to improve the 
safety of customers and drivers. 
Details about the CCTV camera 
program can be found at bctransit.
com.

The seven vehicles will replace 
older vehicles in the fleet, part of 
a larger province-wide refresh and 
expansion program, with more than 
100 buses arriving in communities 
across BC over the next two years.

“This is great news for the 
Kootenays, and is an important step 
toward building a better BC,” said 
Katrine Conroy, Minister of Children 
and Family Development and MLA 
for Kootenay West. “My hope is 
that it will encourage more people to 
choose public transit in the region.”

New buses arriving in the 
West Kootenay transit system
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submitted
BC Hydro is planning a wildlife 

enhancement project in the drawdown 
zone of the mid to lower Arrow Lakes 
Reservoir. Public consultation for 
the design options will occur at 
an open house that will be held in 
Burton on Wednesday, August 30 
from 5:30–7:30 pm at the Burton 
Community Hall. 

Open house announced for Arrow Lakes reservoir wildlife project 
The project is expected to 

improve conditions for nesting 
and migratory birds and wildlife in 
general. This will be accomplished 
by creating, protecting or enhancing 
habitat for Western Toad, nesting 
and migratory birds, amphibians 
and other wildlife. Two sites were 
originally considered for this project 
– Burton Flats and Lower Inonoaklin. 

At this time, BC Hydro has delayed 
planning for enhancements to the 
wetland at the Lower Inonoaklin 
site due to a variety of engineering, 
environmental and archaeological 
concerns. The Lower Inonoaklin 
site enhancements may be revisited 
at a later date. Edgewood South was 
also initially considered as a potential 
site, but has been excluded as there 

is already a well-functioning wetland 
in this area that could be negatively 
impacted.

The two design options for the 
wetland creation project at Burton 
Flats are currently being refined 
for implementation in phases over 
the next few years. These options 
focus on excavating pools and 
using the excavated material to 
develop planted mounds, removing 
some reed canary grass and re-
establishing native vegetation. The 
actual start of construction will 
require suitable conditions in terms of 
water levels, ground conditions and 
other variables. BC Hydro will meet 
with local government, First Nations, 

stakeholders and the public to share 
the design options and seek input. 

The collection of baseline data 
at these sites is ongoing, and the 
Burton site will continue to be 
monitored once construction is 
complete. BC Hydro is also currently 
conducting numerous studies under 
the Columbia River Water Use Plan 
to better understand the impacts of 
Arrow Lakes Reservoir operations 
on a number of non-power values 
including vegetation, fish, wildlife, 
recreation and archaeology and help 
future decision-making.

For more information, contact 
Mary Anne Coules at 250-365-4565 
or maryanne.coules@bchydro.com.

by Katrine Campbell
Nakusp’s Janis Neufeld, the 

driving force behind Sufferfest, has 
just completed an ultra triathlon in 
Penticton, beating the goal she set for 
herself. The event was restricted to 
five women and nine men, all of whom 
had to apply and be invited, ranging 
in age from 21 to 58. They came from 
Canada, the US, Mexico, Spain and 
Japan. Because of the mixed genders 

Sufferfest organizer achieves personal best in triathlon 
and age groups, the athletes were 
competing against themselves, setting 
and trying to beat personal goals. 

“There’s a little bit of competition 
but it’s about challenging yourself,” 
Neufeld says.

On day one, participants swam 10 
kilometres and biked 144.8 kilometres. 
Day two, they biked 273.5 kilometres. 
Day three was the run, 84.4 kilometres 
– twice as along as a standard marathon. 

The overall first place winner was 
Canadian Jordan Bryden, who finished 
in 24:12:36. Neufeld’s goal was to 
finish the entire three days in under 
30 hours; her time was 29 hours, 27 
minutes and 48 seconds. She was the 
third place female, and ninth overall.

“It’s something to be proud of for 
the rest of my life,” she says. “I did 
it for myself and it turned out it was 
more than just for myself. It was life-
changing for my crew, my family and 
my kids. It has a ripple effect.”

Neufeld has two more events to 
compete in this year, but plans to take 
next year off. Her next challenge is 
Sunday, again in Penticton. She will 
represent Canada in her age group 
(44–49) in the long course triathlon 
world championships. In November, 
she’s off to Mexico for the Los Cabos 
Ironman.

“I’m looking forward to having 
time off from competition,” she says. 
She’s toying with the idea of starting 
a running clinic to give back to the 
community by helping people become 
more active and healthy. Neufeld 
enjoys coaching but found she can’t 
train and teach at the same time.

To see a slideshow of the Ultra520, 
go to ultra520kcanada.com/videos/.

by Katrine Campbell
Those living with chronic pain and 

disease are invited to take advantage 
of a self-management program 
being offered in the Nakusp area by 
local volunteers working with the 
University of Victoria.

The Self-Management Health 
Coach Program is a telephone-based 
coaching program to support people 
living with chronic conditions to 
become better self-managers. Health 
Coaches connect with participants 
by telephone, once a week for 30 
minutes, for a period of three months. 
Coaching can be extended for another 
three months upon a mutual agreement 
between all parties. 

Fran Ure is one of three volunteers 
covering Nakusp, Burton and the 
Halcyon Hot Springs area. She became 
involved, as do many volunteers, 
because she suffered from chronic pain 
and was determined to learn to manage 
without drugs.

“I was looking for non-drug ways 
of coping with my pain from two 
complete knee replacement surgeries. 
I didn’t want to go the zombie route,” 
she says. Through her research, she 
discovered there are ways to manage 
chronic pain, “better ways than taking 
drugs. I’m convinced that the mind can 
do a lot more than drugs can.”

Ure took a two-day course of 
training for self-management of 
chronic diseases such as arthritis and 
diabetes, then two days for managing 
chronic pain.

The health coach program is 
done on the phone, 30 minutes every 
week. The self-management program 
participants meet in a group every 
week for six weeks, for two and a half 
hours each time. Each member of the 
group shares the same problem; there 
is one group for chronic pain, one for 
cancer, one for diabetes and one for 
other chronic disease. 

They learn how to manage their 
conditions, and also share tips and 
ideas with each other. Ure said she 
wants to hold a six-week session on 
managing diabetes in Nakusp in the 
fall.

She adds that more volunteers to 

Nakusp volunteer offers 
chronic pain management skills 

coach are needed. They don’t need 
any special medical skills, just the 
ability to listen, share, support and 
nurture the clients. They also need to 
be interested, dependable, insightful 
and non-judgmental.

Those who are interested in being 
matched with a coach should go to the 
website selfmanagementbc.ca, scroll 
down to Health Coach Program and 
follow the link to add your name to 
the waitlist to be assigned a coach. 
Someone will follow up with you 
to discuss the process of pairing you 
with a coach. 

Anyone interested in volunteering 
to coach should call program 
coordinator Sofia Khouw at 604-940-
1273 or her assistant Suzanne at 604-
940-8973. They plan to hold training 
sessions in select communities across 
the province and ask you to contact 
them for details of the next session 
in this area. 

For more information on the 
programs, go to selfmanagementbc.ca.
Nakusp clinic offers 
affordable dental for 
low-income residents
submitted

Nakusp’s Saddle Mountain Dental 
Clinic has teamed up with the West 
Kootenay Community TEETH Clinic 
Society to offer affordable dental 
services to low income residents 
from the area. The program makes it 
possible for patients to benefit from a 
40% discount on their dental bill, as 
TEETH operates in close cooperation 
with Interior Health Authority and 
other funding resources.

People of all ages can take 
advantage of the program, but special 
concern will be given to the elderly, 
youth, or disabled persons who live 
on a limited income or pension. To be 
eligible to apply to receive services, 
the family net income must not exceed 
$30,000.  

Maya Sand of Interior Health can 
provide further information and details. 
Her email address is: bandw1@telus.
net. Paulette Sparreboom and Marilyn 
Boxwell are local contacts for the 
society. Paulette can be contacted at 
250-265-4202. 
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HILLS GARLIC 
FESTIVAL

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM
CENTENNIAL PARK

NEW DENVER

Admission: $5.00
No charge for children 12 
& under
Advance tickets: $4.00 
at Friday Market starting 
August 25 – Get them early 
– limited supply

Use the Shuttle Bus to 
and from the Valhalla 
Inn in downtown New 
Denver 
Fill your vehicles!  First 3 
adults pay and all others 
in the car get in free! 

GARLIC ~ PRODUCE ~ CRAFTS ~ FOOD ~ MUSIC

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!
Brisas del Palmar ~ Mountain Station ~ Freya ~

 Motes and Oats ~ Flydini the Magician
CONTESTS!

Enter your best braid, largest bulb, and creative poetry
NO DOGS PERMITTED OTHER THAN SERVICE DOGS!

www.hillsgarlicfest.ca

Slocan Valley
HOME HARDWARE

5763 Hwy 6, Winlaw  250-226-7771 • 250-226-6748 • open 9-5 daily,10-4 Sundays

New Owners — Fred & Pearl Dutoff

Canning 
Supplies now 

in stock!!

Wire fencing • Wood posts/treated 
and untreated • Electrical • Plumbing 
• Irrigation • Fasteners • Household 

Supplies • Gardening Supplies • Tools 
• Fertilizers • Soils • Manures • Insulation

Pet Food & 
Accessories

Now 
Mixing 
Paint!

river floating 
toys/tubes

Summer 
watering 
supplies 

Need to 
cool off?
Fans of all 
shapes & sizes

2-3” 7 ft. Fence posts reg $3.79 
 Now $2.99
3-4” 7 ft. Fence posts reg $5.89 
 Now $4.79
3-4” 8 ft fence posts reg $6.89 
 Now $5.79

Small tools have arrived!

Deer & Horse 
fencing, gates, 
rebar, stucco wire

Cement and 
Quick Crete in 

stock

School
Supplies

SmoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
slocanlakess.com

BREATHING 
UNDERWATER

Diving beetles have tail-like breathing tubes 
(called spiracles) at their rear end; openings 
through which the beetle breaths.  They 
raise the spiracles above the surface of the 
water to obtain air.  For breathing while deep 
diving, they store a supply of air under their 
wings.  For efficient swimming, long, hairy 
hind legs row simultaneously, like a frog. 

Expect Pedestrians

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Council directed staff to schedule 

appointments with BC cabinet ministers 
during the UBCM Convention in 
Vancouver September 25–29. Among 
others, a meeting will be sought with 
Mike Farnsworth, Minister of Public 
Safety and Solicitor General regarding 
the 2014 lockdown, manhunt, and 
shooting death of Peter DeGroot and 
the still unfinished investigation by 
the Independent Investigations Office. 

Slocan council deals with aging infrastructure issues 
Mayor Jessica Lunn and Councillors 
Madeleine Perriere and Burly Van 
Bynen will represent the Village.

Public Works Supervisor Tim 
Hill reported that his department had 
dealt with “quite a few issues with 
infrastructure and equipment this 
summer.” For this reason, Hill has been 
too busy to attend council meetings. “A 
few months back, a flash flood took out 
our intake building,” clogging the intake 
screen and breaking it away from the 
wall so that it collapsed. It took “10 
hours for four or five people to shovel 
out all the mud,” he said. “Of course, it 
happened at midnight.” Among many 
other problems reported by Hill were 
that the breakwater lost one of its main 
anchors, causing the gangway to fall off 
in “the slightest wind.” New anchors 
have been made but Hill is waiting for 
an excavator to install them. 

The water plant produces 240 

gallons of water per minute but the 
Village has been using 400 gallons per 
minute during the four hours allotted 
daily for watering gardens. Hill was 
worried that a sticky valve could empty 
out the reservoir and so it had to be 
checked every two hours during the 
heat wave. Hill was up at night on his 
computer making sure the plant was 
operating properly. 

Hill reported that changes had to 
be made in the Village paving plan, 
which was made in the winter when 
snow made it impossible to see the 
condition of the roads. The assessors 
got to the Village last month, well after 
the paving contract had been signed. 
The paving contract stipulated the size 
of batch of asphalt to be used and there 
was not enough to do all the planned 
areas. The contract did not include 
reprofiling the roads. In the end, changes 
had to be made to the plan for the Harold 
Street drainage, Ward Street paving 
was extended, and Hume Street was 
not paved. 

Hill further reported that Public 
Works cleans up the beach several 
times a week and has noted “fresh burn 
piles” where people have had campfires. 
There is a campfire ban throughout the 
Southeast Fire Centre. Violators can get 
$1,150 tickets, $10,000 penalty fees, 
and if convicted in court can be fined 
up to $100,000 or sentenced to a year 
in jail. Hill said the Fire Department has 
attended fires in the mill site where there 
is “a lot of duff” and a fire could spread 
easily. People who see campfires should 
call 911 or 1-800-663-5555.

• Three delegates gave presentations: 
Patricia Dehnel, Community Relations 
Manager/Senior Energy Specialist for 
the Community Energy Association, 
asked council to partner in a Climate 
Protection Program, the Transition 
2050 Project. Shauna Fidler, West 
Kootenay Permaculture Co-op, 
asked council to partner on a grant 
application for $25,000 to offer one year 
of programming for youth and healthy 
food. Dick Kelly, of the Spirit of Slocan 
Committee, asked Council to approve 
their plan to landscape the area around 
the cenotaph. The three presentations 
will be discussed at a Special Meeting on 
August 21. There is some resistance to 

part of the cenotaph landscape proposal. 
SOS had asked Council for approval to 
remove large trees by the cenotaph in 
order to level the land and plant more 
“decorative” trees and shrubs. A letter 
from Teacla McGreal protested that 
“the removal of these large trees in the 
heart of Slocan will forever change the 
Village, negatively impacting both the 
visual character of the Village and local 
bird and small mammal populations.”  

• Patricia Dehnel reported that 
Slocan’s Electric Vehicle Station has 
been ordered and will be delivered 
soon. It and all the other Electric Vehicle 
Stations should be up and running by 
next spring.

• CAO Gordon said Colin Moss, 
Chair of the Slocan District Chamber 
of Commerce Health Committee, will 
attend the Village’s next meeting to 
discuss doctor recruitment for the Slocan 
Community Health Centre. Councillor 
Perriere said 24-hour emergency care 
in New Denver would be “at risk” if 
no physician replaces the one who is 
leaving. 

• Councillor Perriere reported 
damaged concrete in a few places at 
the Village-owned Tenacity Skateboard 

Park. Council directed staff to find out 
who could inspect and maintain the 
skate park. 

• The Village agreed to support 
the Spirit of Slocan’s Family Fun Fair 
on September 3 at Expo Park. Council 
okayed the parade route and gave 
SOS permission to use the ballpark 
concession building. Councillor Burly 
Van Bynen will drive the Village’s 
antique fire truck in the parade which 
starts at 10:30 at the north end of Harold 
Street. Mayor Jessica Lunn will address 
the crowd at Expo Park at 2 pm. 

• A Financial Report submitted by 
CFO Colin McClure was received for 
information. CAO Michelle Gordon 
called it “a brief snapshot” and said 
“everything is looking as it should.” 

• Zoning Amendment Bylaw # 
657 and Official Community Plan 
Amendment Bylaw #658 were adopted. 
These bylaws reduce how the Mill 
Industrial Zone could be used; re-
designate three lots on Harold Street 
from commercial to residential; amend 
the Core Commercial Zone off-street 
parking requirements; and amend the 
minimum site area requirement for the 
Core Commercial Zone.

by Katrine Campbell
Trish Dehnel, Senior Energy 

Specialist with the RDCK, gave a 
presentation about her program, a 
joint project of the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay and FortisBC. 
Its goals are to establish a regional 
sustainability program; to coordinate 
an approach to implementing 
Corporate and Community Energy 
Plans; to identify and implement low 
carbon energy initiatives; to educate 
and promote energy efficiency/
conservation solutions. Local 
governments have to implement 
policy to reduce emissions in 
three key impact areas: buildings, 
transportation and waste. She 
also talked about the Regional 
Retrofit program, BC Hydro’s 
incentives for reducing energy use 
including the Home Energy Rebate 
offer, Low Income Program and 
business incentives, and Accelerate 
Kootenays’ “community-driven, 
collaborative strategy to build a clean 
transportation network,” i.e. charging 
stations for electric vehicles.

Mayor Ann Bunka reported 
on her activities. She attended a 
meeting about physician recruitment 
and retention with representatives 
from the Villages, the Chamber 
of Commerce, Interior Health, 
Area H, the RDCK, MLA Katrine 
Conroy’s constituency assistant, BC 
Ambulance, Dr. Chuck Burkholder 
and Dr. Mike Magier, present in 
person or by speakerphone. The 
group looked at an overview of 
emergency department stats and 
population data. Interior Health 
updated them on the recruitment 
program and said there has been 
interest from two UBC students who 
graduate next year.

“Doctors Burkholder and Magier 
are fantastic; they do so much for the 
community. I can’t stress enough 

New Denver council seeks 
sustainability and physician recruitment

how lucky we are,” said Mayor 
Bunka. “It was quite a positive 
meeting, with everybody rolling up 
their sleeves and pitching in.” 

• Council received a letter from 
resident Russ McGinn requesting that 
the timbers of the old paddlewheeler 
dock at the end of Becker Lane be 
replaced or, failing that, signage be 
erected to let trail walkers know what 
that location represented historically. 
Staff noted that the request would be 
considered for inclusion as part of 
the Mori Trail improvement project.

• Council received a notification 
from the Union of BC Municipalities 
that the first of two Community 
Works Fund payments was on the 
way. The money, $37,028.27, comes 
from the Federal Gas Tax Fund. 

•  CAO Bruce Woodbury 
submitted a progress report on the 
fuel management project to the 
UBCM Programs Officer along with 
a request for $85,507.81. His report 
said five workers and one project 
supervisor started work January 30, 
but were snowed out four days later. 
Once the snow had receded, they 
started again March 6 and worked on 
and off until July 14, when the bush 
was shut down due to the extreme 
fire hazard. So far, the crew has 
completed 21 ha. (52 acres). This 
project put wages of $52,395 into 
the community.

• Council gave three readings 
to the Emergency Measures Repeal 
Bylaw #709, 2017. The original 
bylaw was passed in 1997 in response 
to provincial legislation, but is no 
longer required; municipalities 
must have an emergency plan but 
don’t need a bylaw. The Village’s 
Emergency Program is now handled 
by the RDCK.

• Council approved the Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society’s Heritage 
Signage Project.
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Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition of Crown Land. File 
number: 4496107.  Ministry of Forests and Natural Resource Operations, 
1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC, V1C 7G1.  

Paul Osak, President, Selkirk Wilderness Skiing Ltd., #105 Meadow Creek 
Road, PO Box 10, Meadow Creek, BC, V0G 1N0. All those parcels or tracts 
of unsurveyed Crown land in the vicinity of Cascade Creek, Kootenay District, 
more particularly shown on map shown above and containing 783 hectares 
more or less. 

Comments concerning this application should be directed to the senior Land 
officer at: 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1, Erin Keith, Autho-
rization Specialist.  Comments will be received by the Ministry of Forests 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations until September 9, 2017.  Ministry 
of Forests and Natural Resource Operations may not consider comments 
received after this date.  Please visit the Applications and Reasons for Deci-
sion Database website at www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.
jsp for more information.  Be advised that any response to this advertisement 
will be considered part of the public record.  Access to these records requires 
the submission of a Freedom of information (FOI) request.  Visit http://www.
gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn more about FOI submissions.

Toadfest 2017 is a fun, free family event to raise awareness about Western 
Toads and learn about other local species. 

• See the live aquatic insects, amphibians, and reptiles on display 
• Enjoy the kids’ activities
• Take in the interactive displays on local wildlife and plants - there’s an 

opportunity to plant native seeds to improve the local habitat
• If toadlets are present, you can help them across the road!

Summit Lake Provincial Park, south of Nakusp
Tuesday August 29 - between 4 and 7 p.m.

Wednesday August 30 - between 9 and noon. 

Drop in anytime. Parking is limited so please car pool. Do not transport any 
toadlets outside of this organized event. 

For more information visit 
fwcp.ca or call 250-354-6333 

Toadfest is coordinated by the Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program, with support from 
B.C. Parks, the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations, Columbia 

Basin Trust, and the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure. 

submitted
You’re invited to Toadfest on 

Tuesday August 29 between 4–7 pm, 
and Wednesday, August 30, between 
9 am–12 noon at Summit Lake 
Provincial Park near Nakusp. This 
free, fun family event, coordinated 
by the Fish & Wildlife Compensation 
Program (FWCP), primarily raises 
awareness about the western toad 
including its life cycle, habitat, and 
the challenges it faces. It’s also about 
sharing information about other flora 
and fauna found locally.

The weather patterns in 2017 
have had an effect on the western 
toads at Summit Lake. The long, cold 
winter and cool spring resulted in 
their breeding a full month later than 
2016. Then, the higher-than-normal 
temperatures this summer helped 
speed up tadpole development. 
As a result of the hot weather, and 
rainfall in mid-August that broke 
the dry-spell, there has already been 
a mass movement of toadlets from 
Summit Lake to upland habitat. 
But biologists anticipate there’ll 
still be some toadlets present during 
Toadfest.

“Toadfest is a great opportunity 
to connect with nature, and learn 
more about local species and their 
habitats,” says FWCP’s Columbia 
Region Manager, Crystal Klym. 
“While it is timed to coincide with 
the movement of the toadlets, much 
of the work at Summit Lake focuses 
on the adult toads that migrate to the 
lake in the spring, since one female 
can carry up to 16,000 eggs.”

Work to date has included the 
installation of wildlife fencing and 
toad tunnels to help provide safer 
passage under the highway. The 
public are reminded not to carry 
toads across the road, outside of this 
organized event. 

This year, the public are also 
invited to participate in planting 
some native seeds during Toadfest. 
The Central Kootenay Invasive 
Species Society has already prepared 
the ground by clearing out a patch of 
invasive burdock from the entrance 
of the Park. 

Help save a western toad at Toadfest 2017
Toadfest is supported by the 

FWCP, BC Parks, the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations, Columbia 

Basin Trust, and the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 
For more information on Toadfest 
call 250-354-6333 or visit fwcp.ca.

This is the only time of year you’ll be allowed to wear a toadlet on your wrist as a sign you’ve 
helped migrating western toads across the road at the 2017 Toadfest.

submitted
The Spirit of Slocan Community 

Group invites everyone for a day of 

Slocan City hosts second annual Family Fair Day
fun and games at the second annual 
Family Fair Day in Slocan City on 
Sunday, September 3. 

The day will begin with a pancake 
breakfast at 8:30 am at the Legion Hall. 
At 10:30 am, the parade will leave the 

Legion Hall and proceed to Expo Park. 
The parade is hosting vintage cars, 
trucks, kids with decorated bikes, 
floats and horses. At Expo Park, there 
will be free carnival games for the 
kids, a market with great outdoor 
vendors, live music, a silent auction, 
entertainment and food. The outdoor 
market will be open at 10:30 am, while 
the music and food will start at 11 am. 
Games for the kids will begin at noon.

The Spirit of Slocan Community 
Group formed to organize and 
implement various volunteer projects 
designed to improve the appearance, 
quality of life and spirit within the 
Village of Slocan. The organization 
is currently working on a project to 
expand and beautify the cenotaph area, 
located in front of the Slocan Wellness 

Centre. The group holds a village-
wide garage sale every spring and is 
responsible for the Christmas Tree 
Light-Up in December. The Family 
Fair Day is a major undertaking for 
this small group of volunteers. They 
hope to attract people from throughout 
the valley to support the event. 

For more information contact 
spiritofslocan@gmail.com and 
for more parade information, 
kcouston64@gmail.com
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joldhamfinehomes.com
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acquiring a new 
home construction 
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PHONE: 250-226-7212 • FAX: 250-226-7351

by Art Joyce
Artists of all disciplines will tell 

you the Kootenays are the place to be 
for creative inspiration. Every year 
for the past two decades, families 
have come to New Denver and 
Silverton from all over Canada and 
the US for the Valhalla Summer 
School of Music (VSSM) and the 
Suzuki Valhalla Institute music 
program for kids. The Valhalla 
Fine Arts board has expanded the 
program in recent years to include 
dance and theatre instruction – a big 
hit with kids. This year as always all 
the programs were fully subscribed.

Miranda Hughes, coordinator 
of the Suzuki Valhalla Institute, is 
part of a family legacy with close 
ties to the program. Her mother 
Daphne Hughes co-founded the 
institute with Dr. Suzuki in 1970 

Another successful year for the Valhalla Fine Arts program 
and was responsible for bringing 
Suzuki instruction to Canada. The 
Suzuki method is an approach that 
includes parent, student and teacher 
as the three legs of a stool that 
work together. It’s an egalitarian 
philosophy that believes any 
child can be taught to become an 
exceptional musician. Those with 
greater natural aptitude are not 
privileged over those with less. The 
Suzuki method starts kids younger, 
so rather than waiting until they’re 
old enough to read music, kids are 
encouraged to begin playing by ear 
early in life. 

“It mimics the process of 
children learning to speak, creating 
a nurturing environment based on 
praise rather than criticism,” says 
Hughes.

The institute has been in New 

Denver for 13 years, with Suzuki 
instruction happening here for 20 
years. This was the biggest year 
ever with 105 students enrolled. 
Ages range from four to 18. When 
registration opened in January it was 
full within 10 days. There are two 
components to the program over 
two weeks, the main instructional 
sessions and a chamber music 
program for the most advanced 
students. Hughes says in recent years 
more emphasis has been placed on 
improvisation, often a challenge 
for those trained in classical music. 
This year’s program culminated in 
six chamber ensembles and three 
string orchestras at the final concerts 
August 10–11 at Silverton Memorial 
Hall, with all 105 students playing 
together for the finale.

“What’s amazing to me is how 

the families form an instant village, 
they live together, play together, play 
music together in and around town 
year after year.”

Cellist and instructor John Kadz 
has been the artistic director for 
VSSM since its inception, and co-
director with Bill van der Sloot. Kadz 
says there is no prescriptive teaching 
methodology as instructors each 
bring their own approach to classes. 
The kids’ age ranges from six to 24, 
with kids at beginner’s levels and the 
older ones typically studying music 
in master’s programs. Students can 
sign up for optional private lessons 
or accompaniment sessions with 
pianist Susanne Ruberg-Gordon. 
Kadz and wife Johanne Perron, a 
former professor at the University 
of Montréal, offer cello master 
classes in the afternoons. The 
program includes an adult orchestral 
component called Soar taught by 
Anne Scott and Ronelle Schaufele, 
with 27 students this year. VSSM 
employs five cello and four violin 
instructors, one piano instructor, 
two flute players and a violist who 
conducts the orchestra. 

“There’s quite a few of the 
faculty who have come here and 
ended up staying,” says Kadz, who 
has had a home here for 40 years. 
Van der Sloot is currently building 
a home in Rosebery. “Along with 
the music, the main attraction here 
are the towns and the scenery, it has 

a very magical appeal.” 
One hundred students enrolled 

this year and Kadz says the long 
history of the program has created 
a legacy of skilled musicians 
performing in orchestras all over 
the world. To name only two 
examples, Meghan Nenniger is with 
the Bavarian State Opera and her 
sister Emily is in the Irish Chamber 
Orchestra. 

This year’s theatre and dance 
component was no less inspiring, 
with instructors Mark Ikeda, Slava 
Doval, Brahm Taylor, Agnes Tong 
and Julie Mortensen. Doval runs the 
dance component of the program. 
Ages ranged from six to 15 with 
a total of 125 students enrolled. 
The two-week program included 
Music Explorers classes for four- 
to six-year-olds, taught by Kelly 
Courbough and Julia Greenlaw. 
Many students took classes both 
weeks, learning theatre one week and 
dance the next, with performances 
combining both disciplines. Ikeda 
encouraged kids to get in touch with 
their “inner ninja” and tell a story of 
something they overcame. 

“It was incredible,” says 
coordinator Katrina Sumrall. “We 
learned the story of a little girl who 
was in Israel during a bombing raid, 
a child’s father dying, and someone 
overcoming a fear of snowboarding. 
It went from easy to talk about to 
fairly deep.”

Suzuki music students enjoyed a full two weeks of instruction culminating in two concerts with 105 young musicians performing at Silverton 
Memorial Hall.
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A big hit with the kids in recent years has been the Dance and Theatre component of the 
Valhalla Fine Arts summer program. 
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John Boivin was among over 90 artists, potters and writers opening up their studios to the public for the CBT Culture Tour this month.

Summer Day Camp in Slocan is off to a great start with six weeks of fun programs for kids in 
two age groups, 5-8 and 9-13. Here’s a few of them climbing on a brand new school playground 
structure provided by the Slocan After School Sports and Art Initiative, funded by the Ministry of 
Community, Sport and Cultural Development and DASH BC. To find out more or to sponsor a 
child for summer camp, contact WE Graham Community Service Society at 250-355-2484.

A big day for the WE Graham Learning Centre! Telus made a $2,000 contribution to support the centre’s computer and software upgrades 
in late June. The cheque was presented to Holly Jack, WEGCSS director and Stuart McQuaig, Learning Centre volunteer coordinator by 

Telus employees Dylan Appleby and Thomas Jarrett.
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Since 1986

by Art Joyce
The Kootenay Lake Partnership, 

a coalition of governments, biologists, 
veteran archaeologist Wayne Choquette, 
and the Ktunaxa Nation Council, have 
released the Kootenay Lake Shoreline 
Management Guidelines, a useful 
regulatory guide for waterfront property 
owners. At a well-attended meeting in 
Kaslo’s St. Andrew’s Church hall the 
evening of August 15, partnership chair 
Heather Leschied and independent 
consultant John Cathro hosted a 
presentation explaining the document. 
The meeting was introduced by Kaslo 
Mayor Suzan Hewitt and Area D 
representative Aimée Watson, with Area 
E director Ramona Faust also present.

“It can be a nightmare navigating 
multiple levels of government,” said 
Watson. “What’s exciting about this 
project for me was that all levels of 
government came together on this 
document.” 

Leschied and company were careful 
to emphasize that the document is not 
a new body of regulations nor does it 
propose any. Rather, it coordinates the 

Partnership releases Kootenay Lake Shoreline regulation guide 
confusing labyrinth of regulations at 
multiple levels of government from 
municipal through federal, guiding 
homeowners seeking to develop 
shoreline properties. Not sure about 
the legal setbacks required from Crown 
foreshore land? Wondering if that 
landscape feature might trigger an 
archaeological or First Nations cultural 
assessment? This document helps 
untangle the maze. 

Presentations were made by Leschied 
and Nicole Kapell, environment and 
archaeology stewardship coordinator for 
the Ktunaxa Nation Council. Answering 
questions from the audience were 
RDCK senior planner Meeri Durand and 
FLNRO habitat branch biologist Kristen 
Murphy. Leschied has experience with 
the creation of the East Kootenay Lake 
Integrated Management Plan. Kapell 
offered a fascinating and educational 
glimpse into the cultural history of 
the Ktunaxa on the landscape and 
their efforts to preserve and protect 
it. She pointed out that the Ktunaxa 
name for Kaslo, “Qatsu,” originally 
meant “the land between the snow 

and the water.” This is the first time 
that archaeological and cultural values 
have been incorporated into a shoreline 
guidance document. Kapell said the 
Ktunaxa nation places a high value on 
minimizing the impact of development 
on archaeology, both tangible – artifacts 
such as arrowheads and flint leavings – 
and intangible, including language and 
oral histories. Cultural sites such as fish 
weirs and pit house remains are equally 
important. 

“A covenant was given by the 
Creator to look after the land and take 
care of it; what you give to land it gives 
back,” said Kapell. “Animals, plants and 
rocks gave up parts of themselves to help 
people. In return, the people are expected 
to honour them through song and story.”  

Modelled after the East Kootenay 
Lake plan initiated by Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada (DFO), the Kootenay 
Lake Partnership was formed as multi-
level government partnership with 
input from DFO, FLNRO, RDCK, 
Ktunaxa Nation Council, the Ministry 
of Transportation, Interior Health, the 
City of Nelson, Village of Kaslo, and 

three ecological consultants’ agencies. 
Although preliminary inventories had 
been done in 2004 and 2008, the 
partnership began a complete inventory 
of Kootenay Lake in 2012 that took five 
years to complete. Over 400 kilometres 
of shoreline were carefully inventoried, 
revealing 738 docks, 709 retaining 
walls, 114 concrete boat launches, 
35 marinas and 1,776 groynes (man-
made rock walls built in water). All 
of these structures have the potential 
to alter shoreline ecology and are 
therefore regulated. Groynes are no 
longer permitted as they can impact fish 
fingerlings, driving them into deeper 
water where they are preyed upon by 
larger fish. 

Equally important to the inventory 
was the biological component, mapping 
natural landscape components and 
creating an aquatic habitat index. The 
province has an online interactive 
mapping tool available to help property 
owners. Land use, vegetation, aquatic 
habitat, cultural and archaeological 
values are all included in the mapping. 
The Kootenay Lake Shoreline 

Management Guidelines include 
ecological, archaeological and cultural 
risk tables. Leschied said a complete 
lake inventory is supposed to be done 
every five years, although it takes that 
long to complete. This will help provide 
baselines for ecological stewardship.

“It helps us understand how the lake 
is changing and how to protect it over the 
long term,” said Leschied. 

Funding for the project was supplied 
by the Kootenay Lake Conservation 
Fund, RDCK, DFO, the Real Estate 
Foundation of BC, and the Vancouver 
Foundation. Similar projects have been 
completed in the Okanagan, plus nine 
lakes in the East Kootenay, including 
Windermere and Columbia lakes, and 
most recently, Koocanusa reservoir. 

A copy of the document is available 
online at the RDCK website or by 
Googling Kootenay Lake Shoreline 
Management Guidelines. Or contact 
Heather Leschied at klp.coordinator@
gmail.com, John Cathro cathro@netidea.
com, Meeri Durand at MDurand@rdck.
bc.ca, or Nicole Kapell at njkapell@
ktunaxa.org. 

by Art Joyce
At its regular meeting of council 

August 8, the Village of Kaslo voted 
to support the heritage signage project 
proposed by the Japanese Canadian 
Legacy Committee. The decision 
was in response to a letter from the 
Vancouver Japanese Language School, 
noting that the historic locations of 
internment and road camps have no 
signage marking them. “2017 marks the 
75th anniversary of the forced dispersal 
of Japanese Canadians and Canada’s 
150th birthday, two historic milestones 
in the history of Canada,” explains the 
letter. “The community galvanized last 
year to drive the Ministry of Trade and 
Multiculturalism’s Significant Historic 
Site online heritage registry project 
in partnership with Heritage Branch. 
After an overwhelming number of 

Village of Kaslo supports Japanese signage, discusses liquid waste plan
submissions, including all 15 internment 
sites, and three road camps, 56 sites were 
recognized on April 1, 2017. Currently, 
there are no markers indicating where 
the internment sites were located. 
We submitted nominations for all 15 
internment sites and three road camps 
to the Stop of Interest program in 
January 2017.” However, due to the high 
number of nominations, a compromise 
was arrived at, with interpretative signs 
to be erected at the six internment site 
“clusters” and two road camps. 

Council received a letter from Andy 
Shadrack and Gail Baumann asking 
about fecal coliform counts along the 
Kaslo shoreline and bay area. They 
wished to know if the Village was 
aware of what the waterborne illness 
rate might be in the part of Kaslo not 
served by a sewage system. Council 

was also asked if they knew what the 
differential is between rents charged in 
areas served or not served by the sewage 
system, and how bringing in a universal 
system might affect those rents. “What 
bylaws and zoning requirements does 
the Village of Kaslo have in place to 
protect and maintain existing heritage 
properties and architecture, and how 
would that change if sewage treatment 
was extended to all of lower Kaslo?” 
Shadrack and Baumann said they came 
to the community 30 years ago as a 
low-income couple and are concerned 
that with rising fees and costs Kaslo may 
become prohibitive for young couples 
wanting to move there today. They asked 
if council is planning to provide housing 
incentives and cite the municipalities 
of Vancouver and Ucluelet, which are 
creating bylaws requiring that all new 

developments include no less than 20 
percent low and middle income units. 

Council responded with a letter 
from CAO Neil Smith stating that 
“the steering committee will discuss 
passing these questions along to Interior 
Health and Ministry of Environment. 
To the Village’s knowledge, IHA has 
not sampled the public beach in Kaslo 
for a number of years, but we will try 
and confirm that.  Differential testing 
has not been completed for storm vs. 
community sewage outfall vs private 
septic systems seepage.” Smith added 
that “it seems very unlikely that sewer 
collection expansion can go forward on 
any scale if based solely on the local 
tax and user base for financing and 
operation.” 

As to the affordable housing 
question, council responded that these 
“won’t be addressed by the LWMP 
(Liquid Waste Management Plan), 
that would be a matter for the Official 
Community Plan and zoning regulations 
thereafter. …the existing OCP already 
supports residential infill as the shortage 
of affordable homes has been with Kaslo 
for some time, but policies can only 
do so much without the availability 
of sewer collection to service smaller 
developable (or re-developable) lots. 
For the proponent of larger properties 
sufficiently capitalized to fund package 
septic plants or other septic solutions, 
there are few impediments to affordable 
housing initiatives at this time in terms of 
planning regulation.” Smith wrote that 
‘tiny houses’ may be another solution 
but that they face challenges with the 
BC Building Code. 

• Council received a letter from 
Elizabeth Scarlett regarding a survey 
in April 2016 assessing seniors’ access 
in downtown Kaslo. The survey was 
carried out by Scarlett and Seniors’ 
Coordinator Elizabeth Brandrick at 
Community Services in consultation 
with the Age Friendly Community 
committee. The verdict of seniors 
was mostly favourable, with minimal 
difficulty walking or using electric 
scooters. There were complaints about 

the stairs at the Kemball building but 
Scarlett acknowledged council for 
incorporating an access ramp on the 
renovated City Hall. However, there 
were concerns about curb heights, which 
are as high as nine inches at certain 
places identified in the letter. 

• Council voted to contribute in-
kind labour and equipment support 
to the Kaslo Golf Club’s new green 
maintenance and improvement project, 
not exceeding eight hours of crew time. 

• Council voted to make CAO 
Neil Smith Chief Election Officer for 
the by-election, expected to take place 
November 4. 

• Bylaws receiving first and second 
readings included #1207, outdoor 
burning; #1208, municipal ticketing 
bylaw amendment; #1209, prevention 
of public nuisances. 

submitted
The Kootenay Lake area is 

breathtaking and rich in biodiversity, and 
residents are dedicated to its protection 
through the Kootenay Lake Local 
Conservation Fund (KLLCF). If you’re 
involved with a local conservation group, 
this fund might interest you.

The KLLCF was established by the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay 
(RDCK) in 2014 by referendum. Property 
owners in Electoral Areas A, D, and E pay 
a parcel tax of $15 per parcel per year 
towards this dedicated fund, which has 
provided financial support over the past 
two years to important projects, all with 
the goal of restoring and protecting the 
region’s valuable natural environment. 

With 2018 fast approaching, the 
Kootenay Conservation Program (KCP), 
which works in partnership with the 
RDCK to administer the KLLCF, 
is encouraging conservation groups 
operating in these areas to submit funding 
proposals for conservation projects.

Projects may address a variety of 
conservation issues such as invasive 
species, habitat loss and fragmentation, 
or disturbance to wildlife. Projects are 
encouraged to be technically sound and 

Funding available for Kootenay Lake conservation projects
effective, and provide value for money 
through partnerships with other funders. 
Projects can occur on private land. 
Applicants must be registered not-for-
profit organizations, First Nations bands 
or local governments, but unqualified 
individuals, groups or organizations may 
partner with a qualified organization to 
apply.

“By supporting conservation projects, 
many other values in this beautiful area 
are supported. We encourage applicants 
to submit proposals for their conservation 
work in the region,” says Juliet Craig, 
Program Manager for the KCP.

The KLLCF has supported a variety 
of projects, including the remediation 
of the old sawmill and townsite called 
Tye on the Darkwoods Conservation 
Property, the Friends of Kootenay Lake 
Osprey Nest Monitoring Project, and the 
Kootenay Community Bat Project. Osprey 
are considered indicators of aquatic health 
since they depend almost exclusively on 
fish for their diet and there is currently a 
fisheries decline on Kootenay Lake. Bats 
are protected under the BC Wildlife Act 
and over half the bat species in BC are 
classified as endangered, threatened or 
vulnerable.

The Grizzly Bear Co-existence 
Solutions project is supported by KLLCF 
to assist with grizzly bear population 
recovery efforts and improving human-
grizzly bear coexistence. In cooperation 
with the Valhalla Wilderness Society, 
the fund also supports the western toad 
mitigation project on Highway 31A to 
reduce mortality of this threatened species. 
Other projects include outreach to support 
awareness and implementation of the 
Kootenay Lake Shorelines Guidance 
Document and the North Kootenay Lake 
Water Monitoring Project to gauge how 
local watersheds will react to climate 
change.

The KCP will issue a formal call 
for proposals in September 2017 and the 
deadline for applications will be 4 pm 
on November 1, 2017. In November, 
a Technical Review Committee will 
review project proposals and make 
recommendations to the RDCK for final 
funding approval.

For more information on the 
Fund and how to apply, visit http://
kootenayconservation.ca/kllcf.

For inquiries, contact KCP Program 
Manager Juliet Craig at 250-352-2260 or 
juliet@kootenayconservation.ca.
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Kaslo & New 
Denver Community 

Pharmacies
DID YOU KNOW...
We keep most medications in stock at both pharmacies. 
On the rare occasion that we are out of stock, we’ll 
have the medication the next day. We ship between 
our two locations to serve you better!

Call or come by for details
Phone: 250-358- 2500 • 250-353-2224

309 6th Avenue, New Denver • 403 Front Street, Kaslo

COMMUNITY

by Claire Paradis
Kaslo has a new way of 

celebrating its birthday with 
iDIDaRide, a mountain bike and 
trail run race organized by the same 
core of volunteers that made the 
Sufferfest races run. In their first 
year they attracted a whopping 
107 participants to the five races: 
40-kilometre mountain bike, 
20-kilometre bike or trail run, and 
an eight-kilometre bike or trail run.

The two main bodies behind 
the race were Karma Halleran and 
Glen McRae, “but we had quite the 
support team,” Halleran told the 
Valley Voice. A lot of the people 
who helped get iDIDaRide up and 
running have been involved in 
Kaslo’s Sufferfest, “so they were a 

Kaslo’s first iDIDaRide event off to a strong start 
lean mean volunteering machine.” 

The new event also came out of 
a desire in Kaslo for an event that 
was a little more self-contained, 
according to Halleran, who noted 
that Sufferfest is getting big, and 
Kaslo wanted a more low-key, 
smaller event. “What Shon and 
Janis have done is amazing and we 
didn’t want to let the momentum 
drop. I expect we will continue to 
grow as much as we want to now. 
We’ll see what happens the next 
few years.”

“It will always be the weekend 
closest to Kaslo’s birthday, August 
14. When it lands on a Wednesday, 
we’ll have to make a decision,” the 
race organizer said. “We wanted it 
away from Labour Day, which was 
the Sufferfest weekend, to make it 
easy for families to take part. 

“The youngest person was six 
and the oldest 71, and there were 
a number of families participating, 
which is what we want,” said 
Halleran, who also noted that there 
were people from every place that’s 
considered a ‘biking town.’ Forty 
per cent of the racers were local, 
and the rest traveled from western 
Canada and the US to take part. 

“We feel that we caught the 
right balance. We’re probably going 
to have to have a cut-off at some 
point. We want to keep it small,” 
Halleran said. 

And it’s a community affair, 
powered by volunteers, she said.

“Our organizing committee 
is amazing, and just having such 
capable people taking on these 
key roles just made the whole 

thing achievable. Glen McRae as 
race director brought it together 
as slick as a whistle. We had 30 
contributors who chipped and the 
whole community was behind it, it 
was so awesome.”

Local rider Ryan Tate demonstrates his skill in Kaslo’s first iDIDaRide event, placing in the top 
three of the 20 km bike course. 
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submitted
Don’t miss the opportunity to 

hear award-winning conservationist 
Ric Careless speak at the Argenta 
Hall on Saturday, September 2, 7 pm. 
Careless, one of BC’s most highly 
recognized conservationists, was 
the driving force behind establishing 
the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy. 
This presentation is sponsored by the 
Lardeau Valley Historical Society and 
is free of charge. 

Careless will wrap up the Canada 
150 Earl Grey Trail Restoration 
Project with a presentation entitled, 
The History of the Earl Grey Pass 
Trail Within the Purcell Wilderness 
Conservancy. The author of To Save 
the Wild Earth, Careless has been 
honoured with multiple awards over 
the years, including the Order of 
British Columbia (1994). He is a co-
founder of the Sierra Club of BC, was 
executive director of Tatshenshini 
Wild and chair of its international 
network representing 10 million 
members and, most recently, became 
an inaugural director of the newly-
formed BC Parks Foundation. 

T h e  P u r c e l l  Wi l d e r n e s s 
Conservancy Park, encompassing 
500,000 hectares (1.2 million acres) 
is the largest protected wilderness 
area in southern BC. The historic Earl 
Grey Pass Trail, originally developed 
and used by Indigenous peoples, 
crosses through the Conservancy 
connecting Argenta to Invermere 
via Hamill and Toby creeks. Not 

Conservationist and author to speak in Argenta
only has this trail been beautifully 
restored over the last two summers, 
new interpretive signage has been 
installed at several historic features 
along its route. 

This was accomplished with 

support from various Canada 150 
funding programs, and by coordinated 
efforts of multiple agencies such 
as the Earl Grey Trail Restoration 
Committee and the historical societies 
of Kootenay Lake, Lardeau Valley 

and Windermere and District. 
In addition to helping develop 

the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy, 
Careless was closely involved 
in ensuring protection of the 
Tatshenshini-Alsek, Spatsizi Plateau, 

Stikine River, Height of the Rockies, 
Pacific Rim’s Nitinat Triangle and 
the region of BC that he coined ‘the 
Chilcotin Ark’. 

His presentation is an event not 
to be missed.

submitted 
The Slocan Community Library 

is thrilled to be a recipient of a $1,500 
Canada Post Community Foundation 
Grant for the Slocan Community 
Library New Books Initiative. The 
library will use the funds to purchase 
books for children and youth.

Part of the grant will support 
the purchase of reference materials 
suitable for WE Graham student 
projects. The Library and WE 
Graham have recently started a 
program where the Library supplies 
the school with crates of books on 
subjects requested by the school for 
student projects. The Library’s popular 
weekly Story Time will also benefit 
from the grant. As well, materials for 
dyslexic and reluctant readers will be 
purchased.

The Slocan Community Library 
survives completely on donations, 
grants, and volunteer labour, so when 
Slocan Postmistress Linda Hicks told 
the Slocan Community Library board 
of directors about the Canada Post 
grant last spring, the group jumped 
into action. Library board co-chairs 
Barbara Mack and Barbara Curry 
Mulcahy were integral in creating 
a partnership with WE Graham 
Community School and coming up 
with the idea of the Library purchasing 
books to support school projects. The 

Slocan Community Library receives Canada Post grant
Post Office Grant became available 
shortly after the link with the school 
was created. The timing was perfect 
– the application was submitted and 
the funding received just in time for 
school and Story Time to begin in 

September. 
Throughout the year, Canada Post 

raises money to support local initiatives 
that will make a positive impact in 
the lives of children. It sells special 
stamps and accepts donations for the 

Canada Post Community Foundation 
Grant for Children. Then in the spring, 
registered charities, school programs 
and community organizations are 
invited to apply for funding for projects 
that benefit children.

The Slocan Community Library recently received a $1,500 Canada Post grant. Barbara Mack, Postmistress Linda Hicks, and Barbara Curry 
Mulcahy (L to R) helped make it happen.

submitted
Looking to improve your bike 

knowledge and ride preparedness? 
Head for the bike repair and 
information workshop at the Lardeau 
Valley Sunday Market on Highway 
31, from 10 am - 2 pm. It’s worthwhile 
for both new and experienced riders 

Bike repair café at Lardeau market
wanting more information and more 
confidence on the road and trail. 

Concepts and repairs discussed 
and demonstrated will be basic bike 
knowledge, types of bikes, general 
maintenance and repairs, fixing flat 
tires, brakes and derailleurs. Take 
your bike, or attend without it.

The workshop is free, part of 
the Bridge project funded by the 
Columbia Basin Trust Affected 
Areas program. Another good reason 
to visit the Sunday Market and the 
Lardeau Valley. 

For more information contact 
links@lardeauvalley.com.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD

Family Fair Day 
in Slocan

Market 10:30 am – 4 pm
Silent Auction 12 noon – 3 pm
Great Food 11 am – 3 pm
Live Music 11 am – 4 pm
Parade Prizes!
“People’s Choice Awards” 
 Best of Show Car $50
 Best of Show Float $50

LEGION HALL
PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST
8:30 am – 10 am

PARADE TO 
EXPO PARK

10:30 am

FOOD, LIVE MUSIC,
 MARKET, 

SILENT AUCTION

FREE KIDS 
CARNIVAL

12 noon – 3 pm

NO DOGS PLEASE

SPIRIT OF SLOCAN
spiritofslocan@gmail.com

PARADE 
REGISTRATION

kcouston64@gmail.com

WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

We are happy to say that because of the help & support of a wonderful group of 
friends and community, Phil has moved into his new home.

A truly heartfelt thank-you to:
Ken & Carol Gordon

Ian Crichton
Rory & Ken

Richard Burton
Chris Fox

Doug Tappin
Dawn & Nels

Richard Harwood
Dan & Christine

George & Therese
Tom & Daphne Bishop

Jim Pownall
Alex Joseph
Dom & Luce

Colleen Bowman
Sue Davis

Rick Owens
Chris Boxtrom
Glen Palmer

Candice Mikkelson
Bob Berg

Rod & Linda
Ken & Donna Butler

Stuart Nelson & Jim Fitchet 
of Silverton Transport
Steve & Emily Hobson

Ruby Truly
David Harley

Russ Broughton
Tyler & Andy

Jarrod & Ryan of Telus
The staff at the ND Pavillion

We sincerely hope we haven’t forgotten anyone, but if we have... I blame Phil.
With much love – Ruth, Mick & Phil.

COMMUNITY

by Claire Paradis
Councillor Leah Main reported 

that the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK) is in the process 
of developing strategic planning 
around resource recovery, with the 
input of a citizens’ advisory group. 

“Provincial requirements around 
the disposal of trash are getting 
more and more stringent,” said 
Main. “What we’re doing looking at 
organics diversion is definitely right 
in line with [the Province].” The 
biggest challenge is with recycling, 
which is currently being done by 
the Regional District at a cost to 
the residents. However, the cost is 
still less than it would have been if 
a contract with Multi-Material BC 
were in place, said Main. 

“It’s getting frustrating and it’s 
getting hard to maintain,” added 
Main, who said that a ministerial 
meeting would be set up to discuss 
the issue before and during UBCM. 
There will be a real push to get a 
recycling program that the Regional 
District is not totally responsible for, 
said Main. 

Silverton council highlights Health Centre meetings, road work, energy efficiency
Clarke acknowledged that, at the 

moment, RDCK citizens are paying 
twice because they pay ecology fees 
at the till as well as taxes for the 
RDCK service.

Silverton council agreed to 
write a letter of support to help 
The Healthy Community Society 
get funding to explore options for 
diverting more organic waste out of 
landfills, and then presenting their 
findings to the public. 

“I think it’s great to have a 
community organization get 
interested in something we’ve been 
stomping our feet about for a while 
now,” commented Mayor Jason 
Clarke.

The Hospital Working Group 
has been busy meeting with Interior 
Health (IHA). The presence of 
physicians at a second meeting after 
the first initial one made it harder 
for IH to dismiss concerns brought 
by the group, said Main. No doctors 
have been hired yet, but there is a 
recruitment committee that will be 
working to hire two physicians.

Councillor Carol Bell submitted 

a written report about the Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce 
(SDCC) Health Committee meeting 
that took place on July 26. Information 
about IHA’s recent actions, meetings 
with health professionals, and 
seniors’ health surveys continues 
to be gathered, said Bell. She also 
reported that the problems with local 
ambulance service and wait times 
were discussed. The Slocan Health 
Clinic serves 1,500 patients over 
a 130-kilometre area, according to 
Bell’s report. The committee is also 
working on a promotional video 
to recruit physicians and other 
professionals. 

Due to a double booking with 
the New Denver council, Patricia 
Dehnel, the delegation from the 
Community Energy Association, 
presented after the majority of the 
council meeting was complete. 
Mayor Clarke gently teased her 
and said that Hydro should bring 
LED lighting to Silverton as 
consolation for her lateness. Dehnel, 
Senior Energy Specialist with the 
Community Energy Association, 

said the association wants to help 
communities move toward a low-
carbon future by looking at changes 
that can be made in transportation, 
buildings, and waste. 

Dehnel mentioned a residential 
program to increase energy-
efficiency that offers rebates as 
well as expertise to “hand-hold” 
homeowners to lower energy 
goals. Low-income households 
are eligible for free assessments 
and replacements of inefficient 
appliances.

Dehnel mentioned that electric 
car charging stations are primarily 
for tourists at the moment, but 
there are plans to get more charging 
stations in across the region as well. 
She mentioned that 61 per cent of 
greenhouse gas emissions in rural 
areas are from transportation. 

• Silverton staff were directed 
to investigate what membership in 
the FCM Local Governments for 
Sustainability would entail.

• Mayor Clarke reported that 
the Association of Kootenay and 
Boundary Local Governments 
(AKBLG) Policy Writing Committee 
are taking the opportunity to bring 

policies up to date and in line with 
the new Societies Act. They are 
hoping to have new policy out to 
members so that they are familiar 
with it and ready to vote on it by the 
AGM in April. 

• The Art Walk kickoff at the 
Camp Café in Silverton was great, 
packed in fact, according to Mayor 
Clarke. 

• Road safety, specifically 
speeding, was named as the top 
priority in Silverton for the RCMP, 
said Clarke who sat down with 
Slocan RCMP recently as part of the 
annual discussion of priorities for the 
Slocan Valley in general. 

• CAO Darrell Garceau reported 
that the Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure will be back 
to finish road work at the end of 
September. 

• Final work on the water main 
replacement project will also be done 
in September, including paving and 
landscaping work. 

• CAO Garceau anticipates that 
once the contracts are awarded, 
most work on the Silverton Gallery 
will be completed before the end of 
December. 

by Art Joyce
At its regular meeting of August 

17, the RDCK board authorized up 
to $10,000 from the Feasibility Study 
Funds to investigate the possibility 
of a Mosquito Abatement Program 
within Winlaw and the surrounding 
area. Area D director Aimée Watson 
also received a $20,000 grant for 
mosquito abatement in the Lardeau 
valley.  

The board voted on Community 
Development grant applications for 
the district. Grant awards for Areas 
H, K and D include $500 for the 
Healthy Community Society of the 
North Slocan Valley, $1,750 for 
the Slocan Valley South Recreation 
Commission, $5,000 for the Slocan 
Valley Historical Society, $5,000 for 
the Nakusp and District Historical 
Society, $300 for Kootenay Sufferfest, 

RDCK board votes on mosquito abatement, Community Development grants
$2,795 for the Village of New Denver, 
$1,250 for the Village of Slocan. A 
grant of $300 was allocated from 
Area H discretionary funding for 
Columbia Basin Environmental 
Education Network, with a further 
$300 from Area K for the group. The 
West Kootenay EcoSociety received 
$1,500 through Area H Community 
Works, plus a further $6,500 of 
discretionary funding from Areas A, 
E, F, G and K.  

With the assistance of Area K 
director Paul Peterson, the Nakusp 
Centennial Golf Club received 
$20,000 from Community Works for 
its washroom modernization project. 
The project will replace a 30-year-
old outhouse with two handicap-
accessible washrooms featuring 
low flow toilets and a concrete 
tank storage system. The golf club 

has made an agreement with the 
Village of Nakusp for treatment of the 
sewage at the municipal wastewater 
treatment plant. The existing structure 
is deteriorating and does not meet 
current code requirements. According 
to the staff report, currently the 
sewage from this outhouse is not 
treated, “has a very offensive odour, 
is a potential environmental disaster, 
and is an embarrassment to the golf 
course.” The total cost of the project 
is estimated at $25,000.

The board voted to rescind the 
$125,000 funding from Community 
Works for the Nakusp arena’s heat 
recovery system, originally granted 
in May 2013. Design flaws “led to the 
realization that the proposed project 
was not realistic for this facility.” The 
intent of the project was to have the 
auditorium heated by water-to-air 
heat pumps, resulting in a significant 
decrease in energy consumption. 
“Given that this is still a pressing 
community need,” notes the RDCK 
staff report, “Village staff have 
begun design work on a revised heat 
recovery project that is more realistic 
and attainable for the facility.” 
Peterson says the $125,000 went 
straight back into the Community 
Works fund and will be available to 
the Village once a new plan and a new 
application is completed.   

submitted
BC Hydro will replace the current 

log boom at Kootenay Canal & 
Generating Station, 14 kilometres 
downstream of Nelson, in the spring 
of 2018. The log boom is located 
approximately 250 metres upstream of 
the canal headworks and protects the 
canal and power intakes from floating 

New boom coming for Kootenay Canal
debris. This work is necessary because 
the current log boom is deteriorating 
from wear and exposure, allowing 
reservoir debris to pass into the canal.

Debris can cause potential dam 
safety and operational issues. At 
Kootenay Canal, debris also has the 
potential to damage the special lining 
in the canal that was recently installed 
to manage dam safety risks. This could 
lead to increased risks to the safety and 
integrity of the canal.

The new boom will be made out 
of steel, which BC Hydro expects to 
have a longer lifespan and superior 
performance. The new boom will 
also feature enhanced public safety 
features, including improved signage 
and markings to help boaters avoid 
the boom and the hazardous areas 
downstream.

Construction is expected to begin 
in February or March 2018 and to 
be completed in April. During the 
construction period, there should be no 
closures to roads or trails, except very 
brief periods for delivery of materials 
to the construction area.

Workshops on emergency 
preparedness for seniors
submitted

Are you a senior 60 or over? In 
the event of a disaster, do you know 
what to do, where to go? Do you 
know how to prepare, what you need 
to take if you’re evacuated? Do you 
understand the evacuation process?

IRIS (the Increasing Recreation 
Involving Seniors project) hosts two 
presentation and discussion sessions 
this week to answer these questions. 
The first is Thursday, August 24 
(today) at 3 pm in the Passmore 
Hall. The second is from 10 am–
noon at the Columbia Basin Trust 
building, 445–13th Ave in Castlegar. 
No registration is required.
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submitted
The 2017 Canada Summer 

Games have come to a close with 
a record-setting performance for 
Team BC with 146 medals – the 
most ever earned by British 
Columbia at a Canada Summer 
Games. Team BC finished in 

Team BC wins a record 146 medals at Canada Summer Games
second place in the medal count 
behind Team Ontario with 212 
medals and ahead of Team 
Quebec with 138 medals.

The last medal of the Games 
was the one that broke Team 
BC’s previous record of 145 
medals and was a gold won by 

the women’s softball team on 
Sunday just prior to the Closing 
Ceremony. This medal was also 
a fourth consecutive gold medal 
for Team BC women’s softball 
at the Canada Summer Games.

After two amazing weeks 
of celebrating excellence in 
sport, the 2017 Canada Summer 
Games came to a close with a 
memorable Closing Ceremony 
at Investors Group Field. Titled 
‘Grand Summer Party,’ the 

ceremony celebrated both the 
Canada Games 50th anniversary 
and  Canada  150  whi l e 
highlighting the natural beauty of 
the host province and the vibrant 
culture of the city of Winnipeg. 
Also hosting competitions were 
the communities of Gimli and 
Kenora. Team BC athletes 
sang along to performances by 
Fred Penner and Brett Kissel, 
and celebrated as our women’s 
softball team was awarded their 

gold medals by the Governor 
General of Canada, the Right 
Honourable David Johnston.

N o r t h  Va n c o u v e r ’s 
Raben Dommann carried the 
British Columbia flag into 
the Closing Ceremony of the 
2017 Canada Games today, 
proudly representing his sport 
of swimming, his province 
and his fellow athletes. The 
16-year-old swimmer powered 
his way to eight gold medals 

over the past week at the Canada 
Games and proved himself a 
tremendous leader within the 
team, always willing to step in 
any role required. 354 athletes, 
52 coaches, 27 managers and 
technical support staff, more than 
6,000 volunteers and 22 mission 
staff proudly represented BC at 
the Games. Many high-level 
athletes have launched their 
athletic careers through the BC 
Games and Team BC. 

submitted
Kootenay Savings says it’s 

pleased with the recent decision 
by the federal government to 
review Bank Act restrictions 
around the use of the terms 
‘bank, banker and banking’ 
by credit unions as part of its 
ongoing review of the federal 
financial services framework. 

The review follows a 
decision by the Office of the 
Superintendent of Financial 
Institutions (OSFI) to issue an 
advisory on June 30 outlining 
its interpretation of the Bank Act 
restrictions. These restrictions 
contemplate the possibility of 
criminal charges and millions 
of dollars in fines against credit 
unions and other non-banks that 
use the term ‘bank,’ ‘banker,’ or 
‘banking.’ 

“We are pleased that Finance 
Minister Morneau’s office has 
decided to review a rule that if 
interpreted in the way outlined by 
OSFI in June, would have made 
it very hard for credit unions to 
compete fairly with banks,” said 
Kootenay Savings’ President 
and CEO Brent Tremblay. “All 
along, we’ve been looking for 
a common-sense solution that 
would allow credit unions to 
speak in a language familiar 
to Canadians, without anyone 

KSCU welcomes review of banking terminology
confusing us with banks.” 

Following the release of the 
consultation paper, OSFI said it 
was ‘suspending the compliance 

expectations set out’ in the 
June 30 advisory pending the 
Department of Finance’s review 
of the Bank Act restrictions. 

OSFI will revisit the issue once 
the Department of Finance has 
announced the completion of 
its review. 

submitted
Summoning (No Words), 

an interactive sound installation 
built from the female voice, 
opens August 25 at the Oxygen 
Art Centre in Nelson. The 
project, conceived and designed 
by Nicola Harwood, is a sound 
temple made up of original 
sung compositions contributed 
by a seven-member team of 
award-winning Canadian 
female vocalists and composers 
including local singers Allison 
Girvan and Bessie Wapp. As 
participants move through the 
gallery, their movement will 
stimulate singing.

“I wanted to respond to 
violence against women – 
specifically violence against 
Indigenous women in Canada,” 
says Harwood. “I also wanted 
to acknowledge the struggles 
that women face across the 
world. To that end, I invited a 
diverse range of singers from 
many different identities and 
musical worlds to contribute 
their voices.” Other contributors 
include Tanya Tagaq, Vandana 

Summoning (No Words) at Oxygen Art Centre
Vishwas, Sandy Scofield, 
Andrea Menard and Mutya 
Macatumpag. 

“Women have done ‘hand 
work’ such as dyeing and sewing, 
for generations and this work has 
traditionally offered plenty of 

opportunity to chat, visit and be 
together in community. These 
making processes are healing 
and calming,” says Harwood.  

More information regarding 
the project can be found at www.
summoning.ca.

submitted
Keep the Beat returns 

to Nelson for its 14th year. 
Organizers invite everyone to 
Lakeside Park on Saturday, 
August 26, from 10 am–10 pm, 
for a festival full of music, fun, 
and dancing. This year, Keep the 
Beat features 12 amazing artists, 
including names such as Peach 
Pit, Hello Moth, and Adam 
Shaikh, among others.

Keep the Beat is a fundraiser 
for War Child Canada, part 
of an international non-profit 
humanitarian organization 
whose mission is to help children 
in war-affected communities 
reclaim their childhood through 
access to education, opportunity, 

Keep the Beat fundraiser 
returns for 14th year

and justice.
All proceeds go directly 

to War Child Canada’s many 
initiatives in countries including 
Uganda, Afghanistan, South 
Sudan, and Jordan, raising funds 
through personal donations, 
a silent auction, grants, and 
pledges. Along with raising more 
than $150,000 since it began, 
Keep the Beat also provides 
positive community growth and 
student volunteer opportunities, 
all while bringing the city 
together for a day of music, 
dancing and family fun.

For more information 
contact keepthebeatnelson@
gmail.com, or call (250) 352-
5740.
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SINGING LESSONS / BEGINNER 
PIANO LESSONS in New Denver. 
Now scheduling for Fall 2017 with local 
musician, Kelly Coubrough, HB.Mus. 
Contact Kelly 250-777-2659.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ 
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325 
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.
SILVERTON HOME, off-season rental, 
lake access and views, newly renovated, 
washer and dryer, pellet stove heat, No 
smokers. Available mid September – June 1, 
$600 + utilities, call or text 250-354-3559.
HOUSE FOR RENT in New Denver 
October 1. 2+ bedroom, with a bright 
space ideal for a home-based business. 
Private lovely yard. Carport. Functional. 
References required. 6–12 month lease. 
778-928-7687

FOR SALE: Mixed species local band-saw 
milled rough-cut lumber and timbers up to 
10” x 10”. Cedar 4” x 4”s, etc. 208 Laktin 
Road, Hills, BC. Call 250-358-7796.

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLEANING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

COMING EVENTS

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

TOWING

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOR SALE

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & 
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th 

Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

FOR RENT

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

EDUCATION
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
F O R  F R E S H  F R U I T  A N D 
VEGETABLES from Cawston: Visit 
Tonys’ Roadside Fruit Sales in Silverton 
on Fridays beside the Hardware Store, 
8:30am-4:30 pm.

A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community 
Futures to learn about the free Business Plan 
workshop open to anyone! And if you’re 
eligible, you may also qualify for the Self-
Employment program where you will receive 
ongoing business training and coaching and 
usually financial support while you start your 
business. To learn more call 265-3674 ext. 
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 
is now accepting applications for its 2018 
season. Please apply to: Exhibitions, HGG, 
Box 201, New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0, by 
October 15. Along with a brief description 
of your work, its size, the number of 
pieces and medium used, include a few 
photographs and/or a CD of your work.

MEMORIAL SERVICE for Carol 
Blanchette Saturday, September 2 at 2 
p.m. at the Burton Hall.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
downtown New Denver every Friday, 10 
am–2 pm – Fresh local produce, plants 
and flowers, baking and handmade artisan 
wares. For info: 250-358-2774.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, September 16, Legion Hall, 
502 Harold St., Slocan, starting at 6:30 
pm sharp. $30 Buy-in. Advance tickets at 
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or phone 
250-355-2672 to reserve. Tickets may not 
be available at the door. BC Gaming rules 
will apply. The Legion welcomes members 
& guests.

T H E  L A R D E A U  VA L L E Y 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESENTS 
‘The History of the Earl Grey Pass Trail 
within the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy,’ 
with speaker Ric Careless. Ric is a longtime 
BC conservationist and recipient of the 
Order of BC. He played a leading role in 
the preservation of the Purcell Wilderness 
Conservancy and wrote the book To Save 
the Wild Earth. The Society is hosting 
this event to celebrate the Canada 150 
Earl Grey Trail Restoration Project on 
Saturday September 2 from 7–9 pm at the 
Argenta Hall.
EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE AND 
SUSTAINABLE LIVING, Chuckleberry 
Community Farm - Workshop series 
about Emotional Intelligence, High 
Yield Intensive Gardening, Year-round 
Micro-green Production, Solar and Off-
grid Living Systems for Sustainability. 
Contact 250-359-6669, Facebook www.
chuckleberrycommunity.ca
WANT TO LEARN HOW TO FELT or 
make an art batt? Travelling Fibre Art Road 
Show coming to Kaslo Langham Culture 
Centre August 19. www.flyinthefibre.
ca 250-402-6072

NEW PHOTOGRAPHIC WORK by 
Patrizia Menton will be on display at 
the Hidden Garden Gallery from Tuesday 
August 29th to Monday September 4th. This 
show includes a study on leaves as well 
as recent images from Italy and France. 
Gallery hours 10 am–3 pm.

SLOCAN MASONIC LODGE meets 
at Knox Hall in New Denver August, 
September, October and November – every 
fourth Friday of the month. We meet with 
the Nakusp Lodge on December 9. 
LANGHAM GALLERY – TAIKEN: 
JAPANESE CANADIANS SINCE 
1877 and MEMORIES FROM HOME, 
August 4 to October 29, RECEPTION: 
September 8. Traveling exhibition from 
the Nikkei National Museum, Burnaby, 
and artifacts from collection of Chuck 
Tasaka and the Langham museum. These 
shows commemorate the 75th Anniversary 
of Japanese Canadian Internment. www.
thelangham.ca
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• Licenced Residential Builder #42639 
www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

HEALTH

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph) 

nakuspredimix@gmail.com

NOTICES

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

WANTED

RENTAL WANTED

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Business 
Classifieds start 

at $10.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

PETS

Next Valley 
Voice 

Deadline:
September 1, 

2017VACATION RENTAL

SERVICES

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
FOR SALE: Older 16’ square-end 
fibreglass canoe, $200. 14’ utility trailer, 
new tires, roller bar & winch, detachable 
2’ sides, two ‘Herc’ straps, $700. 358-2275.
FOR SALE: Yellow dinghy sailboat, 11 
ft. X 5 ft., plywood cold form construction, 
marine paint, drop keel – $1,000. Comes 
with a trailer, sails and oars. Located in 
New Denver. 250-358-2284 for inquiries 
with Steve and Katrina.
FOR SALE: 1972 McGregor Venture 222 
sailboat, 22 ft, 9.9 hp motor and sleeping 
cabin – $3,500. Recently inspected trailer 
and motor. Located in Silverton. 250-358-
2284 for inquiries with Steve and Katrina.
USED BOOK SALE September 1, 9 am–2 
pm, 612 Josephine St., New Denver. Stock 
up now for winter reading. Wide variety. 
Other stuff too! 

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday morning 
9-10:15 and Thursday morning 8-9:15. 
Honour your body by reducing stress, 
building strength, flexibility and balance. 
Upper story of the fire hall in Silverton. 
Only 5 minutes from New Denver. Open 
to all levels. Come and share mindfulness 
and the exultation of inner flow.

ECKANKAR, Past Lives, Dreams and 
Soul Travel: free download of books and 
CD. See www.eckankar-bc.ca
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-

FOR SALE 9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 359-7310. For NA: 
New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build 
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at 
www.proudofmydog.ca

EMERGENCY FIRST AID WITH 
CPR-C: Sat Aug 26, 8:30am-4:30pm. 
$105. Crescent Valley Hall. 

RENTAL SWEET RENTAL: The perfect 
tenant for your small house/cottage. 
Retired, single woman, non-smoker, no 
pets seeks long-term rental in a quiet 
setting – New Denver, Silverton, Rosebery, 
Hills, Slocan, Winlaw, Nakusp,. Excellent 
references. 250-358-7711.

NEED WORK? KCDS can help! Free 
WorkBC Employment Services including: 
resumes, skills training, wage subsidies, 

employment counselling, assessments, job 
search support & more! Find us at www.
kcds.ca or call 250-352-6200. Serving 
Nelson, Castlegar, Slocan, Kaslo and 
Salmo!
SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet - any dish or antenna; home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236 (w), 250-505-8392 (c).

TENT TRAILER FULLY EQUIPPED 
for family of four on private property, 
Lower Arrow Lakes close to Fauquier. 
Private beach with swimming, kayaking, 
boating, etc. Trailer has covered outdoor 
seating area and is well equipped with tables 
and chairs. $350 per week. Call 250-269-
7641 or email early@uniserve.com.

OLDER METAL GARDEN GATE 
WANTED. Please call or text Rob at (250) 
540-7148 or email at robbiestaytuned@
gmail.com

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque to:

Valley Voice, Box 70  
New Denver, BC  

V0G 1S0

Even small ads get 
noticed in 

the Valley Voice

Your ad 
could be 
here for 
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+ GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
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Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Monday - 
Saturday

10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday 

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

SUMMER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
Realtor®

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

submitted
A local group of workers, 

farmers and investors is pressing 
the federal government to keep the 
door open for co-operative outdoor 
cannabis production in the Central 
Kootenay region of BC. There’s 
a new market coming for legal 
recreational marijuana in Canada, 
and the Kootenay Outdoor Producer 
Co-operative is organizing a co-op 
that will keep the profits and high-
paying industry jobs local. 

Organizers from across the 
region need your help now to let 
the government in Ottawa know 
that Canadians want to see other 
business models flourish besides 
the big corporate warehouse grow 
shows. Regulations being drawn 
up this summer will determine the 

Local outdoor marijuana co-op seeking support
future of the industry, and could 
shut the door on the potential for 
community-based outdoor organic 
marijuana co-operatives. 

Growing marijuana outdoors 
organically on small Kootenay 
farms, and bringing workers 
together to process and package the 
product in a single central Kootenay 
location, will create a better product 
with lower environmental impacts. 
Small farms in the Central Kootenay 
are ideally positioned to participate 
in the new legalized cannabis 
market, but there are significant 
infrastructure costs and specific 
knowledge requirements. In addition 
to the knowledge needed to grow 
the plant, at the front end there are 
regulatory, land preparation and 
nursery costs. At the back end there 

are trimming and drying techniques 
to be learned along with processing, 
storage, testing and marketing 
expenses to be considered. 

This model is superior in every 
way to the big-box corporate 
warehouse weed industry, and it can 
be replicated in other communities 
across the country. But right now 
we need to convince Ottawa that 
this business model is in the best 
interests of Canadians, and make 
sure their upcoming regulations 
allow it. This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. Momentum is building 
among big players in the corporate 
weed business, and we don’t want to 
see the Kootenays, or rural Canada, 
left behind.

 We urgently need your help. 
Contact your Member of Parliament 

today, and let them know that you 
support a local, sustainable and 
community-based industry for legal 
recreational cannabis. Let your 
local politicians know that you 
support outdoor, organic cannabis 
co-operatives that will keeps jobs 

and profits in the community. 
For more information contact 

Kootenay Outdoor Producer Co-op 
President Todd Veri at todd.veri@
gmail.com or Compliance Manager 
Kevin Megale at kevin.megale@
gmail.com. 

Seven new BC Transit Vicinity buses are coming to the West Kootenay Transit System. Pictured 
here is one of two buses that just arrived in Trail. The remaining five buses will arrive in 2018.
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by Claire Paradis
On the screen, what looks like a 

blossoming sun transitions to bird’s 
eye view shots reminiscent of Edward 
Burtynsky’s photography. The images 
of forests, train yards and traffic 
circles are accompanied by a narrator 
who likens humanity to a yeast that 
eventually dies because it consumes 
too greedily and starves itself. Let 
There Be Light, a newly minted 
Canadian documentary film about 
the potential to harness nuclear fusion 
energy, asks the question if humans 
are intelligent enough to prevent their 
own extinction. 

Despite the balmy weather 
on August 17, 45 people crowded 
into Knox Hall to watch the film, 
which concentrates on the enormous 
In ternat ional  Thermonuclear 
Experimental Reactor (ITER) and 
a few of the smaller independent 
nuclear fusion energy projects. The 
film was presented by Dr. Steven 
Lisgo, who works on the ITER project 
and has a familial connection to New 
Denver. 

So what is nuclear fusion? 
Well, it’s the same kind of reaction 

Fusion reactor film asks: is the future of green energy nuclear? 
that powers the sun, and instead of 
splitting atoms like fission its power 
comes from fusing them together. And 
like the sun, fusion energy reactors 
involve a lot of heat. Temperatures 
over one million degrees Centigrade 
are reached in the process of achieving 
‘plasma’ in the fusion reactor. This 
‘sun in a bottle’ reaction could 
theoretically render the same amount 
of energy from one litre of sea water 
that our current fossil fuel systems 
need 350 litres of oil to produce, Lisgo 
told the New Denver audience. 

With the aid of beautiful, 
understated animation from E*D 
Films, the doc tells the history 
of fusion energy, starting with a 
self-educated Soviet named Oleg 
Lavrentiev and the famous scientist 
Andrei Sakharov. It was Sakharov 
who developed the Tokamak reactor, 
which is the model for the massive 
ITER project being built in the south 
of France.

Unlike the solitary Lavrentiev, 
ITER is a huge international 
undertaking that requires the 
coordination, cooperation, and 
funding of several countries. The film 

summarizes the 2013 management 
assessment of ITER, which was 
leaked to the New Yorker, the 
major points of which were that the 
project was suffering from a lack 
of clear decision-making and poor 
communication. By 2014 ITER was 
billions of dollars over budget and a 
decade behind schedule. 

Enter the relatively ‘cheap, fast, 
and out of control’ alternatives, one of 
which is Canadian Michel Laberge’s 
General Fusion, which started as his 
pet project on Bowen Island. General 
Fusion’s reactor design is much more 
humble – its parts are all available at 
Home Depot, Laberge proudly points 
out in the film, making it affordable 
and therefore more realistic for energy 
production. 

There’s a frontier feeling to all 
the projects featured, like fusion 
reactors could be anybody’s game, as 
long as you have the theoretical and 
technological knowhow. And fusion 
energy has been a collaborative effort 

from the start, even during the depths 
of the Cold War. 

Although ITER has billions being 
poured into it, the massive project 
is not meant to produce energy for 
consumption, rather it is meant to 
show what is possible. With the 
installation of new Director General 
Bernard Bigot, ITER seems to be 
back on track, according to Dr. Lisgo.

O n e  a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r 
commented that the movie felt like 
an advertisement for fusion power, 
and added that it would be too late 
for humanity if fusion energy doesn’t 
become available until the year 2100. 
Lisgo agreed that fusion energy will 
not save us from climate change, 
and he said that ITER has faced 
criticism because the project is not 
well-positioned with regards to the 
necessary transition that will have to 
take place from fossil fuels. 

And what about fusion reactor 
fuel and waste? At the moment, 
fusion relies on tritium, the richest 

source of which is CANDU fission 
reactors. Part of ITER’s project 
includes ‘tritium breeding’ which 
is the development of tritium using 
lithium and does not depend on 
fission reactors, Lisgo told the Valley 
Voice. Although the waste from fusion 
reactors is toxic, its half-life is very 
short and the waste can be recycled 
as fuel after 100 years, according to 
the ITER website.

Lisgo was very clear that people 
still need to become more energy 
conservative and work toward 
addressing climate change even if 
fusion energy becomes a reality. 

“Fusion won’t be free,” he said 
via phone interview, “We don’t want 
to promote the same ideas that were 
used in the ‘50s to promote fission, 
that energy will be so cheap that you 
won’t need a meter.” It’s still going to 
be up to us to show that we’re smart 
enough to conserve the energy we use 
and to counter climate change in order 
to save our own skins. 

submitted 
The Nakusp Public Library is 

delighted to present to the community 
a memorial bench created by Nakusp 
Mobile Mechanics Ltd. on the southeast 
corner of the Nakusp Centennial 
Building in memory of Ted Dodge and 
Vikki Zinselmeyer. 

Ted was a voracious reader who 
devised a code to track the books he’d 
read. He’d put a dot on the inside ‘date 
due’ slip for every book he’d read. This 
system worked so well the library has 
suggested its use to other patrons. The 
library has been the grateful recipient 
of generous funding from Ted and 

Nakusp Library unveils new memorial bench 
Bobbi. To honour Ted, the library places 
memorial book plates in the books 
purchased with the funds. Although our 
community had Vikki as a community 
member and library patron for only a 
few years, she made her mark on the 
library with her avid love of books and 
dedicated participation in our library’s 
lively book discussion group. She was 
also a devoted Friend of the Library. Her 
family’s generous memorial donation 
to the library provided funds to help 
create the beautiful garden created by 
Ray Nickel on the south side of the 
Centennial Building and situated behind 
the memorial bench. 

Bobbi Dodge (wife of Ted Dodge) and Don and Jodee Zinselmeyer (son and daughter-in-law of Vikki 
Zinselmeyer) stand beside the new memorial bench dedicated in memory to Ted Dodge and Vikki Zinselmeyer. 

submitted
Award-winning roots musician 

Oliver Swain will perform at Taghum 
Hall Friday, August 25 from 7–9 pm. 
Original tunes and some old-time 
music performed on the stand-up 
bass, banjo and guitar combined 
with his unique and wide-ranged 
vocals will make this a show you 
will remember. Tickets are available 
at the door for $15. This is an all ages 
event with soft beverages and snacks 
available. 

Swain has been a celebrated 
musician for years, held in high regard 
for his acoustic and folk music styles. 

Roots musician Oliver Swain plays Taghum Hall
He strays toward the whimsical, 
spiritual, and socially conscious 
side of songwriting. He got his start 
performing and writing with many 
well-loved roots bands and now lives 
and works in Victoria.

The Taghum Hall monthly 
concert series is a fundraiser for 
the volunteer-run facility, which 
hosts a variety of activities for the 
community. The hall has undergone 
a dramatic renovation in the past two 
years. With the first phase completed, 
the Taghum Hall is now receiving 
a storage-facility upgrade before 
starting on the kitchen project. 
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Supporting your local community foundation is as easy as making a phone call or sending an e-mail.  Check out the 
web-site of the foundation in your area, then start the dialogue today.  The five community foundations shown below 
serve the Valley Voice coverage area. Whether you wish to create your personal legacy as a monthly donor, with an 
immediate gift, or with a bequest in your will, we would love to hear from you. 
We are part of a nation-wide network of community foundations serving geographic areas right across Canada.  In fact, 
there are 191 community foundations offering virtually all of the Canadian population an opportunity to leave a personal 
legacy in the community they love.

We Give Where We Live

To support your local community foundation:

Community foundations are one of the largest contributors to Canadian charities and nonprofits.  Nation-wide, our collective assets grew to exceed $4.8 billion with 
more than $250 million contributed to community foundations last year alone. Together, community foundations support thousands of incredible initiatives.  Nationally, 
we grant more than $215 million per year — that’s a lot of community-building power!
Community foundations are a positive force to be reckoned with all across Canada.  Here at home we are growing our foundations, as shown on the map below, 
Kootenay-style.  We invite you to join the community-building action: this is about individual donors supporting the communities they love with a legacy that will endure 
in perpetuity.  We count on your support so pick up the phone or send us an e-mail today...or a cheque!

Geographic area covered: RDCK Area K & Nakusp
Name: Nakusp & Area Community Foundation

Board Chair: David Jackson
Web-site: nakuspfoundation.com
E-mail: nakuspfoundation@gmail.com
Phone: David Jackson at 250-265-4818
or Karen Hamling at 250-265-3322

Postal Address: Box 15, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1RO

Status: Registered Charity
Canada Revenue Agency #: 859435281RR0001

Geographic area covered: North Kootenay Lake:
RDCK Area D & Kaslo
Name: Community Fund of North Kootenay Lake 
(CFNKL)
Board President: Honora Cooper
Web-site: nklcommunityfund.org
E-mail: nklcommunityfund@gmail.com
Postal Address: Box 661, Kaslo, BC, V0G 1M0
Status: A community fund held within the Osprey
Community Foundation, a registered charity.
Canada Revenue Agency #: 87492‐5928 RR0001
Cheques should be made out to the Osprey Com-
munity Foundation with “for CFNKL” in the memo line

Geographic area covered: The Slocan Valley:
RDCK Area H, New Denver, Silverton & Slocan
Name: Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
Board Chair: Alex Berland
Web-site: slocanvalleylegacy.com
Facebook page: Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
E-mail: svcls.chair@gmail.com
Phone: 1-877-649-5643 (toll free)
Postal Address: PO Box 363,
Slocan, BC V0G 2C0
Status: A community fund held within the Osprey
Community Foundation, a registered charity
Canada Revenue Agency #: 87492‐5928 RR0001
Cheques should be made out to the Osprey 
Community Foundation (with “for the Slocan Valley 
Legacy Fund” in the memo line)

Geographic area covered: The Salmo Valley, Salmo
and RDCK Area G

Name: The Salmo Valley Fund
Contact: Mike van Wijk
E-mail: vanwijk.michael@gmail.com
Phone: 250-357-2722
Postal Address: P.O. Box 39 Salmo, BC V0G 1Z0

Status: A community fund held within the Osprey
Community Foundation, a registered charity
Canada Revenue Agency #: 87492‐5928 RR0001

Cheques should be made out to the Osprey Community
Foundation (with “for the Salmo Valley Fund” in the
memo line)

Geographic area covered:
City of Nelson and RDCK Areas E & F
Name: Osprey Community Foundation
Board Chair: Kim Boddy
Executive Director: Tina Choi
Web-site: ospreycommunityfoundation.ca
E-mail: ED@ospreycommunityfoundation.ca
Phone: (250) 352-3643
Postal Address: Suite B8, 625 Front Street,
Nelson, BC V1L 4B6
Status: Registered Charity.
Canada Revenue Agency #: 87492‐5928 RR0001

LOCAL COMMUNITY FOUNDATIONS


