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by Jan McMurray
As of Monday, August 7, BC 

Wildfire Service personnel were 
responding to about 25 active wildfires 
throughout the Southeast Fire Centre. 
There were 122 wildfires burning in the 
province on August 4, with 25 evacuation 
orders affecting approximately 7,127 
individuals, plus 42 evacuation alerts 
impacting approximately 24,957 people.

Hot and dry conditions are expected 
for at least another week. 

The provincial state of emergency 
has been formally extended again, 
through to the end of the day on 
August 18. The state of emergency was 
previously extended on July 19, and first 
declared July 7.

A Smoky Skies Bulletin was 
amended to include the Arrow, Slocan 
and Kootenay lake areas on August 2. 
Smoky Skies Bulletins are a new type 
of public notification being used by the 
Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change Strategy in collaboration with 
Interior Health. They are issued when 
smoke concentrations in an area have 
or may reach levels that are a concern 
for human health. Those members of the 
public who are sensitive to the effects of 
smoke should monitor their symptoms 
and, if necessary, take steps to reduce 
their exposure to smoke.

The two ‘wildfires of note’ in our 
area are the Galena and Harrop Creek 
fires. The Rapid Creek fire prompted 
an evacuation alert for residents of 
the Poplar Creek area on July 30. The 
Glacier Creek fire has resulted in a 
road closure on the Duncan-Glacier 
Creek Forest Service Road, cutting off 
access to the Jumbo area and Monica 
Meadows.
Galena fire

The Galena fire, about five 
kilometres east of Galena Bay, was 169 
hectares on August 7. An evacuation alert 
was issued by the Columbia Shuswap 
Regional District as a precautionary 
measure on August 5. The fire, highly 
visible from the Galena Bay area and 
Highway 23, was caused by lightning 
and discovered on July 13. On August 

Area wildfires prompt two evacuation alerts and four logging road closures
7, 13 BC Wildfire Service personnel 
were working on the fire, supported by 
two helicopters and two pieces of heavy 
equipment. Crews are continuing to put 
guards up, are widening guards in some 
areas, and are working on the west flank.
Harrop Creek fire

This lightning-caused fire, located 
about 10 kilometres south of the 
communities of Harrop and Procter, had 
grown to 2,018 hectares as of August 
7. The Harrop Mainline Forest Service 
Road and the East Harrop Mainline 
Forest Service Road have been closed 
to the public to help protect public safety 
and aid fire suppression efforts. A map 
indicating the area affected by this road 
closure is available online at: http://
ow.ly/P1zr30e7hcd

On August 7, 48 BC Wildfire 
Service personnel were continuing 
to build fire guards with the support 
of three pieces of heavy equipment 
and four helicopters. During the night 
of July 31, one water pump and 10 
100-foot lengths of hose being used 
in efforts to suppress this fire went 
missing. The RCMP has no tolerance 
for criminal activities such as this within 
wildfire areas. Those suspected of theft 
or mischief will be arrested. Anyone 
with any information about this theft is 
asked to contact the RCMP or contact 
BC Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.
Rapid Creek fire

An evacuation alert for residents 
of the Poplar Creek area was issued by 
the RDCK as a precautionary measure 
on July 30 due to the Rapid Creek fire, 
burning at high elevation in difficult 
terrain about 30 kilometres northwest 
of Lardeau at the north end of Kootenay 
Lake. On August 7, the fire was 500 
hectares. It was caused by lightning 
and discovered on July 24. A crew of 
six RDCK firefighters with a sprinkler 
protection unit has been established and 
will provide protection to structures 
belonging to residents in the area of 
Poplar Creek. The BC Wildfire Service 
is conducting daily flights to monitor 
this fire, and has put a guard in on the 
south flank.

Glacier Creek fire
The Glacier Creek wildfire is about 

25 kilometres northeast of Meadow 
Creek and about 18 kilometres east 
of Duncan Lake. As of August 7, it 
covered about 400 hectares. A road 
closure has been implemented on the 
Duncan-Glacier Creek Forest Service 
Road, starting at the MacBeth Icefields 
turnoff at the 19-kilometre mark. A 
map indicating the area affected by this 

road closure is available online at http://
ow.ly/ccaN30e3NZz. There is currently 
no access to the Jumbo area or Monica 
Meadows, but backcountry travellers 
can still access the MacBeth Icefields. 
The lightning-caused fire was discovered 
on July 10.

Other fires in our area include Fife 
Creek in the Whatshan Range (20 ha), the 
Mt. McBean fire on the southern border of 
Glacier National Park (500 ha), the Battle 

Mountain fire in the Duncan Range near 
Battlebrook Creek (75 ha), Healy Creek 
east of Trout Lake (428 ha), Campbell 
Creek on the east side of Kootenay Lake 
across from Kaslo (20 ha), and Winters 
Creek northeast of Johnson’s Landing 
(55 ha). There have been 207 fires that 
have burned 12,596 hectares in total in 
the Southeast Fire Centre so far this year. 
Most were caused by lightning (149), with 
58 caused by humans.

Jazz fans were thrilled to hear Felix Pastorius, son of the late great jazz bassist Jaco Pastorius, performing with progressive jazz outfit In Orbit.

Proving that poetry has the power to connect 
with a mass audience, Shane Koyczan and 

Short Story Long received two standing 
ovations for their performance.

Headliners Los Lobos celebrated their 40th anniversary this year and have been touring so hard 
they briefly forgot where they were.
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Joseph Yvon Doucet
Jan 6, 1956 – Aug 1, 2017

Passed after a brief illness with his partner John of 36 
years at his side.

Predeceased by his Father Louis and Mother Nanette 
Doucet. Survived by his brothers Marcel (Sharon), 
and Alexander; Sisters Maureen Porier (Maurice) and 
Darlene Doucet (William). All from Nova Scotia, also many 
nephews, nieces and uncles, aunts.

Many Thanks to Dr. Magier and the staff at the New 
Denver Medical Clinic and Pavilion for the extraordinary 
care and compassion. He will be missed by his many 
friends in Vancouver, New Denver and Silverton.

With a heavy heart, I am deeply saddened to say Paul Jmaeff passed away Saturday, July 
29th. Paul, as many of you already know, was an incredibly loving and caring man. A gentle soul. 
He always said you have to love people through their pain and hurt, and give what you can even 
if you have nothing to give, then give your time – words he himself lived by. He loved his family 
and friends very much, and even when he was hurt, he would say you have to forgive and love 
anyway – life is too short to stay angry. 

Paul was known for his jokes and story-telling. As well as being a true historian, his favourite 
thing was to make someone laugh, as most of you will remember. Paul was an incredible singer 
and guitar player. You may also remember him back in the day as Elvis. There are so many of 
us who will miss him singing and telling stories or stopping on his walks to talk to people. Some 
of you might remember him from the rail trail, walking his dogs, whom he loved with his whole 
heart. Paul had a great respect for animals and this beautiful place we live in. 

He had a great respect for this planet – its beauty and all it provided for us. He felt true 
joy when he worked the land and it produced food for all of us to enjoy. He wanted to provide 
a safe, loving environment for his kids and his animals. One thing Paul always said was: “This 
too shall pass,” (good or bad!) and “There are no mistakes, only lessons.” He had the ability to 
truly listen to people and share his loving wisdom with anyone who would take the time. Paul’s 
family meant everything to him, his nieces and nephews – he loved them as much as his own. 
Paul referred to them as his own, in fact, and always said there is great hope in the youth of this 
family. I feel truly blessed to have called him Dad, for he was a great and warm loving man to 
his children and many others. 

Paul felt very strongly about being there for his mother and brothers and sisters. He always 
helped even when he didn’t want to or he was tired. I would say “Dad, why don’t you just say 
that you can’t?” He would reply that my mom (Anne Jmaeff) always said that being there for your 
family is the most important thing. Words he lived by. 

Paul Jmaeff was pre-deceased by his mother Anne Jmaeff and father Timothy Jmaeff. Survived 
by daughter Tasha Jmaeff; son Travis Jmaeff; sisters Maggie Matvenko and Nina Dodds; brothers 
Joseph Jmaeff and Peter Jmaeff; nieces Lillian Jmaeff and Bonnie Fominoff, Kim Gullins, Nicole 
Woods, Melissa Jmaeff, Michal Jmaeff, Leah Nancel; nephews Sean Matvenko and Kelly Terekoff. 

I would like to say a thank you to Bill Barrisoff for being a special friend to Paul and offering 
love and support to the family. I would also like to extend a thank you to the home support nurses, 
for always being on top of my Dad’s care, also showing me incredible help and kind support. A 
very special thank you to Kim Gullins and Joseph Jmaeff for dropping their busy lives to come 
and help with everything from dog care walks and long talks, lawn mowing and roof repairs. Also 
a very special thank you to Sean Matvenko for being here for Travis, Paul and myself on the 
very hardest day. A very special thank you to Natalie and Paddy for all of your help with our dogs.

There will be a celebration of life held at Marion and Tad Cutler’s riverfront property. They 
have graciously offered their beautiful space. Many thanks and blessings to them both. 

Friends and family are welcome from 11 am through 2 pm on August 18th. Please bring 
your instrument and swimsuit and a potluck dish if you wish. Anyone who wishes to play some 
music is welcome. There will be signs and directions off Nixon Road on how to get to Cutler’s 
Summertime property. This will be an alcohol-free event; Paul did not care for it, so please respect 
his wishes. Please bring a lawn chair.

submitted
On August 1, BC Hydro announced 

it plans to purchase the remaining two-
thirds ownership interest in the Waneta 
Dam and Generating Station in Trail 
from Teck Resources Limited for $1.2 
billion. The purchase is forecast to have 
a beneficial financial impact each year, 
helping to keep rates affordable for BC 
Hydro’s customers.

With this planned purchase, BC 
Hydro will have complete ownership 
of the dam and generating station. 
The final decision to move forward 

BC Hydro to purchase remaining two-thirds interest in Waneta Dam 
is subject to a number of conditions, 
including approval by the BC Utilities 
Commission.

In 2010, BC Hydro purchased a 
one-third share of the Waneta Dam for 
$825 million from Teck. At that time, 
the BC Utilities Commission found that 
the BC Hydro purchase of one-third 
interest in the Waneta Dam was in the 
public interest. This decision was based 
on a review of cost effectiveness, due 
diligence and local impact.

Currently, BC Hydro’s one-third 
is supplied to BC Hydro customers 

and Teck’s two-thirds is supplied to the 
Teck smelter in Trail. Under the terms 
of the new transaction, two-thirds of 
the generation will continue to supply 
electricity to Teck’s smelter in Trail 
for 20 years, with an option to extend 
by a further 10 years. Teck will pay 
approximately $75 million per year for 
the power, and expects to realize a net 
book gain of approximately $800 million 
on the closing of the transaction. 

In May, Teck announced it had 
reached an agreement to sell its two-
thirds share of the Waneta Dam and 
Generating Station to Fortis Inc., unless 
BC Hydro decided to exercise its right 

of first offer. When BC Hydro purchased 
a one-third share of Waneta in 2010, it 
negotiated a right of first offer on any 
future sales of the remaining two-thirds 
interest retained by Teck. As a result 
of this agreement, Teck offered to sell 
the two-third interest to BC Hydro 
on substantially the same terms and 
conditions that it was prepared to sell to 
Fortis Inc. Teck expects to pay Fortis a 
break fee of approximately $28 million.

BC Hydro conducted an in-depth 
review of the opportunity to purchase 
the remaining two-thirds interest in the 
dam. BC Hydro’s board of directors was 
briefed frequently throughout the process 

and gave its final approval the last week 
of July. Government performed its own 
due diligence and endorsed the decision.

The dam was originally constructed 
in 1954 by the Consolidated Mining and 
Smelting Company of Canada Limited 
(now known as Teck) to generate 
power specifically for use at its smelter 
located in Trail. The Waneta expansion 
project added a second powerhouse 
immediately downstream of the Waneta 
Dam on the Pend d’Oreille River. The 
expansion project was completed in 
2015 and is owned by Fortis Inc. (51%), 
Columbia Power Corporation (32.5%) 
and Columbia Basin Trust (16.5%).

by Jan McMurray
Interior Health has decided to recruit 

for two permanent physicians instead of 
just one to join Dr. Chuck Burkholder at 
the Slocan Community Health Centre in 
New Denver.

“The intent in recruiting for two 
new permanent physicians (three total 
positions) is to ensure we have enough 
physicians in place to support local 
services for the community moving 
forward, including primary care 
appointments and emergency care,” 
states the announcement.

Dr. Mike Magier informed Interior 
Health and the community in May that 
he is moving to Nelson in early fall after 
10 years of service at the Slocan Health 
Centre. He is still working in New 
Denver, and has committed to supporting 
his Slocan Valley patients after he moves 

Two new physicians wanted for the Slocan Community Health Centre 
and while recruitment continues. Interior 
Health posted Dr. Magier’s position on 
its recruitment website (betterhere.ca) 
in June.

 “At this time, Dr. Magier, Dr. 
Chuck Burkholder, and locum (visiting) 
physicians, along with Nurse Practitioner 
Donna Gibbons and our staff will 
continue to support regular services at 
the health centre in New Denver while 
recruitment efforts for new physicians 
continues,” the IH announcement states.

Interior Health is working with 
Dr. Magier, Dr. Burkholder, local 
government representatives, and 
community members to recruit 
physicians. The community came 
together to assist Interior Health with 
recruitment, largely thanks to the Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce Health 
Committee. Last year, the Chamber’s 

Health Committee expanded in 
recognition of the importance of the 
valley’s health services to community 
development. The committee now 
includes representatives from the 
Villages of New Denver, Silverton, and 
Slocan, RDCK Area H, South Valley 
seniors, New Denver and Area Fire 
Department, Slocan Community Health 
Centre Hospital Auxiliary, friends and 
family of Pavilion residents, as well as 
reps from the Chamber board. 

Colin Moss, Chamber board 
member and chair of the Health 
Committee, says he attended a July 31 
teleconference with IH, the doctors, and 
local government representatives. “Drs. 
Magier and Burkholder expressed their 
willingness to do what they can in the 
interim to try and ensure the health centre 
doesn’t suffer a reduction in services,” 
Moss reported. “IH agreed they would 
try and fill the vacancies with locums 
until Dr. Magier’s position and hopefully 
a third doctor position are filled.”

Moss says the Chamber Health 
Committee is fundraising to hire ICandy 
Films of New Denver to produce a 
valley-wide promotional video. A 
portion of the video will be designed 
specifically to attract physicians and 
other health professionals. “The video 
will encompass all that the Slocan Valley 
has to offer, and the intent is to attract 
tourists, new residents and businesses, 
and physicians and health professionals,” 
Moss said.

At the July 31 teleconference, 
Moss says the shortfalls in ambulance 
coverage and staffing in the valley 
were also discussed. He reports that the 
Health Committee plans to meet with 
Joe Puskaric, IH manager of patient care 
delivery in the West Kootenay, to discuss 
this further.

Anyone interested in making a 
donation to the video project or otherwise 
assisting with physician recruitment can 
email chamber@slocanlake.com.

Representatives from provincial and local governments, BC Hydro, and stakeholders gathered in Trail on Friday, August 4 to celebrate BC Hydro’s purchase of the 
Waneta Dam. From left to right: Mayor Mike Martin, City of Trail, Chris O’Riley, president, BC Hydro, Michelle Mungall, MLA for Nelson-Creston and Minister of Energy, 
Mines and Petroleum Resources, Katrine Conroy, MLA for Kootenay West and Minister of Children and Family Development, and Ken Peterson, chair, BC Hydro.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

You can bring all of your 
old medications to your community 
pharmacy for proper disposal

Call or come by for details
Phone: 250-358- 2500 • 250-353-2224

309 6th Avenue, New Denver • 403 Front Street, Kaslo

Kaslo & New 
Denver Community 

Pharmacies
DID YOU KNOW...

www.vincedevito.com
Professional fitting, expert service.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

www.facebook.
com/pages/Vince-
DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD

Clearance -- All summer sandals 40% off

by Jan McMurray
Community Wildfire Protection 

Plans (CWPPs) for most communities 
throughout the RDCK are currently 
being updated. 

John Cathro, who was contracted 
by the RDCK to complete the Kaslo 
and Area D CWPP update, led public 
meetings in Argenta and Meadow Creek 
in late July, and made a presentation to 
Kaslo council on August 1.

“It’s great to see how seriously the 
RDCK is taking this,” said Cathro.

The RDCK has put together a 
team of four people to work on wildfire 
mitigation. Residents can contact the 
RDCK to have this FireSmart team 
do a home hazard assessment at no 
charge, and will receive a report with 
recommendations on how to reduce risk 
on their property.

“Resilience starts at home,” said 
Cathro. “FireSmarting the area 0-10 
metres from your home is the most 
important thing anyone can do.”

Community Wildfire Protection Plan update underway for Kaslo & Area D
Cathro said in wildfire situations, 

homes are most often ignited by embers, 
which can travel up to two kilometres, or 
by radiant heat.

Nora Hannon, RDCK’s Wildfire 
Mitigation Technician, added that 
firesmarting is becoming important 
to insurance companies. “Insurance 
companies are asking for FireSmart in 
order to give you coverage,” she said, 
warning that some insurance companies 
will delay renewing policies for 60 days 
if there is a fire burning 20-30 kilometres 
from the home on the anniversary date 
of the policy. 

The Kaslo and Area D CWPP is 
expected to be completed in October. 
The plan will identify priority areas 
for fuel treatment, and will also 
provide recommendations to improve 
communication and education; 
structure protection; planning and 
development; and emergency response 
and preparedness. 

Cathro said that once the CWPP 

is complete, the intention is to develop 
prescriptions for high priority fuel 
treatment areas, and to do the fuel 
treatment work starting in 2018. Both 
the prescriptions and operational work 
will depend on provincial grant funding, 
which is available for projects on Crown 
land only.

One resident asked if the Lardeau-
Duncan conservation properties were 
considered private or Crown land. Area 
D Director Aimee Watson said that 
hadn’t yet been clearly determined. 
“That’s a grey area,” she said.

Cathro said he’d like to see less 
dependence on grants to get the fuel 
treatment work done. “I believe there is 
enough value in the wood harvested in a 
fuel treatment operation – not just logs, 
but also as firewood and fence posts – 
and I think we should think carefully 
about this.”

I n  t h e  R D C K ,  t h e r e  a r e 
approximately 20,000 hectares of 
Crown land and 20,000 hectares of 
private land considered high priority for 
treatment. The RDCK has completed 
treatment projects on more than 400 
hectares. “This is more than most local 
governments and regional districts have 
done,” said Cathro. “It’s a significant 
achievement but it’s still a very small 
piece of what we want to do.”

From Kaslo north, the risk of 
interface fire is high to extreme. Cathro 
said the CWPP focuses on areas right 
beside towns as the highest risk priority 
areas. He mentioned that Glacier Creek 
Regional Park will be identified as an 
area of interest for fuel treatment, as well. 
Director Watson added that an expansion 
of Glacier Creek campground would be 
considered if a fuel treatment project 
were to proceed in the park.

Fuel treatment projects involve 
reducing forest density, removing surface 
fuel, removing the understory, pruning 

trees so there’s a separation between the 
crown and the ground, and maintaining 
shade to discourage regrowth of dense 
conifer forest. 

“We’re not trying to stop a fire,” 
Cathro explained. “We’re trying to move 
it from a crown fire to a lower intensity 
fire that falls onto the ground and can be 
actioned by firefighters. When the fire is 
in the crown of the trees, you lose homes 
from ember showers, and all you can do 
is run away and fight the fire by air.”

Cathro also explained that 
clearcutting is not a good method of 
fuel treatment. A lot of slash (fuel) is left 
behind in clearcuts, and the open space 
allows wind to blow through and create 
intense fire. Also, vegetation grows back 
quite densely in a clearcut.

“We’re not trying to ban clearcutting 
but we need to identify places on the 
landscape where there are other values. 
Wildfire community protection values 
are so important that we need to move 
that up on the list,” Cathro said.

Cathro says that in order to go 
ahead with fuel treatment, “there has 
to be community support, and if it’s in 
a chart area, we need the support of the 
licencee.”

Area D Director Aimee Watson 
says there is engagement with licencees 
locally. She said that when Cooper Creek 
Cedar shares its operational plans for 
harvesting in the Argenta-Johnson’s 
Landing area, “we will try to see how 
we can work together.”

A very small, three-hectare pilot fuel 
treatment project is being done in Argenta 
now, on Crown land immediately south 
of private land below the highway. This 
is mainly a demonstration project. 

Nora Hannon added that there is a 
collaborative pilot project underway on 
the west arm – the first in the province. 
The Forest District Manager, licencees, 
and local governments are looking at 
silviculture in terms of what species can 
be planted where to satisfy all interests. 
“Keeping communities safe is our 
interest, but we’re keeping the impact 
on their timber supply in mind, as well,” 
said Hannon.

Cathro is also working on the 
CWPP update for Area I near Castlegar. 
CWPP updates for Areas H and K will 
get underway soon. The Slocan Integral 
Forestry Co-op (SIFCo) has the contract 
for the Area H plan.

by Jan McMurray
Phase two work on the Crescent 

Valley Beach Regional Park is 
substantially complete.

The second parking lot opened to the 
public on August 3, and the park now has 
a picnic shelter, washroom facility, and 
integrated trail network. The finishing 
touches, scheduled for the fall, are 
heritage site improvements and signage.

The new parking lot has 45 parking 
spaces, to add to the 14 spaces in the 
front parking lot built in phase one in 
2015. The second lot is gravel, and will 
be open during the high season only. The 
front paved lot will be open year-round.

The project will be completed in 
the fall with the creation of interpretive 
signage about the site’s fascinating 
history. The park was the location of the 
Patrick Brothers sawmill in 1907, and 
the remains of the mill are still there to 
see. The sawmill, owned and operated by 
the famous NHL hockey players Lester 
and Frank Patrick, was chosen as a Stop 
of Interest by the BC government. Stop 
of Interest signs throughout the province 
tell the story of a person, place or event 
significant to provincial history.

The park is also rich in First Nations 
history. The phase two work at the park 

Crescent Valley Beach Park 
parking lot now open

was monitored by archaeologists and 
by representatives from the Ktunaxa 
Nation and the Penticton Indian Band 
of the Okanagan Nation Alliance. Jeff 
Phillips, project manager, reports that 
some very interesting artifacts were 
found, documented, and archived at 
the Castlegar Museum. “So we want to 
touch on that part of the story as well,” 
Phillips said. 

Phase one of the park project, 
including development of the entry into 
the park, the parking lot and a drop-off/ 
pick-up area, was done in 2015. Phase 
two started in May this year. Phillips 
said there were about 30 workers on site 
at various times during phase two, many 
of them local, and a lot of the wood used 
was locally sourced. Phase two costs 
were about $380,000, and phase one 
costs were $90,000.

The Crescent Valley Beach Regional 
Park improvement project is part of 
the Slocan Community Recreation 
Greenway Project, which also includes 
paving the bottom four kilometres of the 
Slocan Valley Rail Trail (SVRT) from 
South Slocan to Crescent Valley, and the 
construction of a pedestrian underpass at 
South Slocan that will provide a gateway 
to the Trans Canada Trail. 
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. Letters and articles should be no longer than 
500 words and may be edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted 
material. Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include 
your address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.

We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

New Menu! Come one in and check it out!!
Some old favorites and new ones too!!!

Rrrrrrring!
Said Putin to Trump, “Should I 

put this call through?
It’s Julian Assange and he’s 

asking for you.”
Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

Dear Premier 
Horgan and 
Minister 
Mungall

I expect you to immediately 
reverse the outgoing government’s 
mining exploration permits for 
Taseko Mines Ltd’s proposed New 
Prosperity mine at Teztan Biny (Fish 
Lake) in the Chilcotin.

This is a rude betrayal of due 
process (failed environmental 
a s s e s s m e n t s )  a n d  b l a t a n t 
contradiction of another accord 
signed between First Nations and 
government.

Your government, formed 
of two parties which support 
environmental concerns, needs to act 
immediately to show your integrity 
on environmental election promises. 
You need to protect highly sensitive 
grizzly bear and fish habitat. And you 
need to officially add the 3,000 sq. 
km Nexwagwez?an – Dasiqox Tribal 
Park to BC’s land reserve.

I hope I can be proud of 
supporting you in the last election, 
for which I offer my congratulations. 

Madeleine O’Keefe
Johnson’s Landing

Friends of Old 
Arrow Park

It’s almost that time again when 
we gather at the site for the reunion 
of Friends of Old Arrow Park. It is a 
time to reflect on our memories and 
share them with our many friends. 
Sadly to say, each year, one by one, 
some pass on. We will miss Ollie 
Roberts, who made such great buns. 
It is great to see so many travel so far 
for this special event. The setting is 

like a park, well kept and provides 
a space to recall the past. Photos 
brought by different individuals give 
us the opportunity to see how hard 
these people worked to make this 
their home and how it’s now all gone 
but our memories will continue. If 
you have stories you’d like to share, 
please bring them along.

Gale Detta
Burton

Marilyn James 
in court

On Monday, August 21, Sinixt 
Marilyn James will be in Nelson 
court for mischief and break and enter 
of the Sinixt big house on property 
owned by the Colville Confederated 
Tribes. James’ life work includes 
decades repatriating her ancestors, 
countless hours fundraising, many 
blockades protecting her territory 
against logging and road building, 
and years educating the settler 
community about the existence of 
the Sinixt.

In 2011, during a Sinixt blockade 
against logging of Perry Ridge, the 
Colville Confederated Tribes (CCT) 
sent lawyers to represent the CCT 
in court, ensuring Marilyn James, 
Bob Campbell, Lola Campbell 
and Robert Watt were not the right 
Indians to be called Sinixt by the 
government here in BC.

Marianne Choi
Pass Creek, Sinixt Territory

Flatulence and 
other climate 
issues

Yes, methane is a greenhouse 
gas. If I were considering ways to 
effectively reduce methane and 
other GHG emissions, a personal 
promise to reduce my own flatulence 
would not have the same impact as 
not developing an LNG industry 
in NE British Columbia. It’s all 
about economy of scale – getting 
the biggest bang for your buck. My 
flatulence reduction would not hold 

a candle to the methane leakage 
associated with LNG production 
and transport.

If we are looking for big change, 
we need to seriously involve the big 
emitters. Sure, I would continue to 
restrain myself; but my personal 
restraint will make little difference 
in the context of big industrial 
emissions.

If I wanted big policy action 
to deal with climate change, I 
would first consider how the big 
emitters might be helped to make 
the transition. Carbon pricing that 
is transparent, measureable and 
in the context of fee and dividend 
would be a first choice for getting 
the transition started. That would 
require a collective political will 
from all levels of government along 
with the support from the electorate 
who they represent. The collective 
vision needs to be there – the details 
can follow.

Ron Robinson
Nelson

Unhappy with 
belairdirect

This spring on Hwy 3 north of 
Nelson, I was hit by a deer. It came 
up a steep bank and did a face plant 
on the passenger side of my car. I 
took the car to an autobody shop and 
they took pictures of the side of my 
car and submitted a claim. When we 

got home, my daughter noticed that 
the underside of my plastic bumper 
was cracked, on the passenger side, 
where the car obviously hit the deer’s 
legs. I took a picture of it and sent it 
to the autobody shop. I’m insured 
by belairdirect, an Intact Insurance 
company. They refused to pay for 
the bumper damage because it had 
a few scratches on the underside 
from touching curbs while parking. 
I have 50 years of driving with no 
at fault claims; this was my third 
comprehensive claim in that time. 
To add insult to injury, they asked 
for my driver’s abstract. When my 
insurance is due next, I’ll be looking 
for another insurance company.

Phil Trotter
Kaslo

Friendly words 
from the Village 
of Kaslo

Most small towns in the West 
Kootenay have a ‘welcome to our 
town’ sign at the entrance, and some say 
‘thank you, come again’ when leaving. 
That is the entrance and exit – seems 
friendly enough. When wandering 
around my town, I find other signs that 
are not so benign, such as, ‘Violators 
will be prosecuted,’ ‘Vehicles left 
after gates closed will be towed at 
owners expense,’ ‘No fires on beach, 
period,’ ‘Camping anywhere other 

than campground expressly prohibited,’ 
‘by order.’

Let’s not forget the horrible misuse 
of sandwich boards that could cause, 
and I quote, “encroachments that 
violate municipal bylaws or present 
unacceptable public hazards are not 
permitted and could be subject to fines, 
seizures and other enforcement actions 
if warnings are not heeded.” (This last 
is from a piece in The Pennywise paid 
for with your tax dollars). Will the 
sandwich boards be seized at gunpoint?

And what about gates that restrict 
public access (except for Loggers 
Sports) to an area of our lakefront? 
That restriction is just ridiculous, and 
an unnecessary abuse of power to 
say that you cannot drive on the area 
because it is a riverbed. It seems to me 
most of the village is on a riverbed; 
maybe all vehicles should be banned 
from our streets.

Who is the author of warnings 
such as these? Is this the attitude that 
pervades council’s thinking? Words 
are supposed to inform. These seem 
to be belligerent and rude. Perhaps the 
Village hierarchy and management 
could rethink and reword signage that 
reflects the friendliness of small towns. 
It is probably better to be informed first 
and then slapped with a velvet glove, 
rather than a baseball bat, but it is still 
a slap. 

Jim Van Horn
Kaslo
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Deforestation
With all the talk of climate 

change and all the wildfires this 
summer, it appears that to speak of 
the global deforestation as one big 
cause of wild summer temperatures 
is still taboo. 

Forests are our keepers of water, 
climate mitigators, places where 
cool, moist air is stored. Anyone 
coming into a clearcut can see 
what has happened, not only to the 
trees but also to the soil – scraped, 
compacted, turned into cement. What 
was a functioning ecosystem became 
a commodity. 

And how the land is treated 
shows how the land is thought of. 
Derrick Jensen’s book Strangely 
like War: The Global Assault on 
Forests says it perfectly. It is a 
battle for the dollar. Land skin 
temperature: baked. Soil structure: 
annihilated. Saplings: crucified. Soil-
temperature-moderating vegetation: 
pulverized.

Vegetation holds condensation, 
covers and shades the soil. Between 80 
and 90% of continental atmospheric 
moisture comes from plants. Wind 
over forested areas generates more 
than twice as much rain as wind over 
cleared areas. Leafy tree canopies 
produce flows of water vapour more 
than ten times greater than herbaceous 
vegetation due to transpiration. Trees 
produce, retain, and move water. 
They manage water and in managing 
water, they are managing heat.

We have devegetated about a 
quarter of the planet. In a forest, 
the collective transpiration of trees 
creates a low pressure that nature 
wants to fill by pulling in moisture 
from elsewhere, ultimately from 
coastal regions. Water vapour moves 
all around the earth and forests help 
direct the movement.

It is time for restoration forestry, 
respect for trees and land. Industrial 
“foresters” (BC Timber Sales) have 
betrayed the mandate of the forester. 
No, you cannot plant a “new forest” 
(BC Timber Sales propaganda). You 
can plant a plantation, but a forest is 
a long time coming into existence. 
Enough with the BS and the greed. 
Otherwise we are cacti.

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Open letter to 
MLA Michelle 
Mungall

Wilderness obviously means 
much to many of your constituents 
and the time is now to turn back the 
clock to more responsible forest 
practices as in earlier NDP days. 
Present day practices are wiping out 
far too much immature forest and 
habitat using feller bunchers.

On July 10, 2017, I delivered to 
your office 741 hard copy signatures 
regarding stopping the logging of 
old growth forests. There are 622 
more signatures and comments from 
around the world online at Change.

org, ‘BC timber Sales Stop logging 
Old Growth.’ This petition was 
completed in 2013 and now more 
than ever people are aware of how 
precious our forests are, not just to 
ourselves. The old growth up the 
Duncan and in the Incomappleux 
need to be protected.

What I see happening is the 
liquidation of second growth where 
thinning would be more appropriate. 
We need forestry practices based on 
science rather than political ideology. 
Sometimes we need to slow down 
and take a more cautious approach, 
especially with climate change.

What I see every time I drive 
in and out from home is not good 
forestry. It is habitat destroyed, cut 
and squandered. All the young trees, 
cut for expedience for the machine... 
the feller buncher. There are no 
mosses or mushrooms left or snakes 
or squirrels or nests or lairs... just dirt 
and sticks. My heart sores, and yours 
should too. Where do the elk, deer 
and bears go? They leave a war zone 
like Gaza... everything in rubble.

Those working in the industry 
themselves know that this kind of 
callous treatment of our forests 
cannot continue. The waste and 
burning are no longer acceptable if 
indeed they ever were. Our logging 
standards are mediocre at best 
and we have much to learn from 
our Eurpoean counterparts and 
even loggers in Quebec. To cut our 
immature forests is short sighted and 
foolhardy. We could log again in 15 
or 20 years if we logged selectively, 
but the way things are being done, 
at least where I see it up the Duncan 
Reservoir and area, it won’t be 
logged for a lifetime, if it even gets 
restocked in this baking sun. I would 
be curious to hear how many places 
are insufficiently restocked these 
days. I can’t imagine planting a 
seedling and having it survive in the 
deserts being created.

We need to stop the clearcutting. 
The toads of Summit Lake are a 

prime example of people’s disregard 
for other species in their rush to 
harvest the forests. Logging in winter 
with sufficient snow pack so as not 
to squash hibernating toads was one 
suggestion, but it defies logic to think 
that creatures who need moisture 
can survive in the terrain left to 
them once all their shelter is gone. 
Clearcuts bake in the sun. 

One of the biggest toad migrations 
on the planet happens at Summit 
Lake. Many people come to help 
them across the highway. Logging 
in their habitat spells disaster for 
vast numbers of them. They should 
be protected as a national treasure.

We cannot just go on logging to 
put money in a few pockets when the 
other creatures are left with nothing 
and are put in peril.

Norway’s new anti deforestation 
policies need to be repeated here. We 
can do better.

There is so much you have the 
power to do to make things better 

for future generations. Even those 
with millions of dollars invested in 
equipment to destroy the planet only 
have one vote.

The time for change is now. 
The people are desperate to stop the 
destruction of our life support by 
corporate interests and that’s why we 
elected you! Please look into this first 
hand. We are the change...

Gabriela Grabowsky
Glacier Creek

Response to 
Wayne McCrory 
re: Western toad

First, I had no idea this project 
was spearheaded by your society. I 
assumed boners of this magnitude 
had to involve provincial agencies. 
Your very long letter justifying your 
group’s toad actions was expected. 
Having been there and done that, 
let me distil your response down to 
layman’s language. 

Your group is doing a wonderful 
job, your volunteers and support 
teams confirm you are doing the right 
thing and other studies support your 
course of action. Of course they do. 
As I say, been there and done that 
and I have never seen a report in my 
life where a biologist admitted the 
plan was a boner, back-fired in some 
way, or turned out to be counter-
productive. Your letter was exactly 
the way I would write it if I was 
asking for more money and hoping 
to expand the study and its expenses 
into the future. 

You reported that you never 
found a dead toadlet and the tadpoles 
this year are swimming further out 
into the lake, so it appears there are 
fewer, and late migrating toads loved 
the fence so much that they actually 
migrated east on their own instead 
of north. Amazing. Tadpoles hug 
the shoreline for two reasons: it’s 
warmer and fish love to eat tadpoles 
that stray too far from shore. Don’t 
blame wandering tadpoles. You also 
say that toadlets have been found 
2.7 kilometres from their birth lake 
in eight weeks. That’s a distance 
of 3,000 body lengths per day or 
two body lengths per minute, day 
and night for 8 weeks. This from 
an amphibian that just switched 
food groups from almost entirely 
vegetarian as a tadpole to almost 
100% protein as a toad. Doesn’t 
leave a lot of time to eat or rest does 
it? Another amazing study I’m sure 
but let’s leave that one alone for now. 

I’m not passionate about toads 
or any amphibian. What upsets me 
is people who feel their misguided 
meddling is actually productive while 
racking up all kinds of expenses to 
prove it. Do you remember the half 
dozen wildlife overpasses that were 
installed across the Trans Canada 
Highway between Banff and Lake 
Louise? After spending millions 
and millions of dollars, the intended 
species did not use them. In fact, 
almost no wildlife used them, as 

evidenced by trail cameras. The 
populations on each side of the 
highway fence adapted. 

How about the fish that used to 
be in Kootenay Lake? The biologists 
dumped thousands of tons of fertilizer 
in the lake over many years to 
increase the kokanee food supply and 
the kokanee are now gone (spawning 
is at 1% of previous levels). All the 
large game fish are gone and they 
still continue to dump hundreds of 
tons of fertilizer into the lake. When 
asked why are they still doing this 
when there are virtually no kokanee 
left, do you know what they said? 
Are you ready for this? We continue 
to dump in fertilizer so that if and 
when the kokanee recover, they will 
have a plentiful food supply. You 
can’t even make that up. Somehow 
they don’t associate massive algae 
blooms due to fertilizer with an upset 
in the entire lake ecology. Somebody 
is making lots of money continuing 
a dead program and you can guess 
who is paying. 

These two studies cost millions 
of dollars and are justified and 
supported by the involved parties 
and inevitably reports such as yours 
state that everything was worth it. 
These kinds of examples are endless.

So you are going back this year 
again. That’s no surprise. You will 
keep going back until the toads are 
gone or the money runs out. I have 
found over the years that if you want 
real justification for projects that 
make no sense, follow the money. 
Somebody is paying for all this 
and jobs and reputations are being 
justified. No doubt a great deal more 
money is being requested by your 
group to save the Fish Lake toads. 
Seven, eight or nine years from now 
I can already see the report. It goes 
something like this:  After enormous 
efforts, countless volunteer hours 
and a considerable amount of money, 
we were unable to save the Fish 
Lake toads. Had more money been 
made available, as we repeatedly 

requested, the results would have 
been different.

So how many toads are actually 
run over each year? Is this carnage 
as you describe it, 500 toads, 5,000 
toads or 50,000 toads? How many 
cross during high traffic hours and 
the heat of the day (say between 9 am 
and 5 pm) and what percent cross at 
night? I’m betting you don’t know. 
I’m also betting most toads cross 
the highway between evening and 
early morning when there is almost 
no traffic. How did you count this 
carnage? 

Don’t get me wrong. Biologists 
have done some amazing work and 
saved our bacon many times. Over 
the years I have applauded the efforts 
of many environmentally conscious 
efforts. But sometimes you know 
when it’s time to ring the bell.

Leave them alone. It always 
ends up costing a fortune, it’s not 
necessary and time will show it’s 
counter-productive. There are 
thousands of lakes with toads just 
like Fish Lake scattered throughout 
the Rocky Mountains from Colorado 
to the Yukon. The toads will survive, 
if you leave them alone. 

We taxpayers on the other hand 
may not. 

Bruce Freeman
P. Biologist (retired)

Kaslo

5LETTERS

SPRINKLING RESTRICTIONS
Residents of the Village of New Denver are asked to observe the following rules regarding 

the use of sprinklers within the municipal boundaries:

Level 2 Sprinkling Restrictions:  No sprinkling between 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
• Odd-numbered properties sprinkle only on odd-numbered days of the month 

• Even-numbered properties sprinkle only on even-numbered days of the month

CAMPFIRE BAN
All residents and visitors are reminded that a campfire ban is in effect within the Village of New 
Denver’s municipal boundaries, as well as in the surrounding rural areas.   Links to information 
about provincial fire bans and forest use restrictions can be found on the Village’s website.

GARBAGE COLLECTION
Municipal garbage collection takes place every Tuesday for residential properties in New 
Denver.  Residents are reminded that solid waste must be bagged, tagged and placed in a 
garbage can before being placed curbside for collection.  

115 Slocan Avenue • P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 • office@newdenver.ca • www.newdenver.ca

THE VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296
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Expect Bicycles

COMMUNITY

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

slocanlakess.com

DIVING BEETLES
Ferocious predators in local ponds, they prey 
on other insects and small aquatic animals like 
fish, tadpoles, salamanders & frogs. Adults 
grab their prey with powerful front legs and 
then, like their larvae the ‘water tiger’, pierce 
them with a beak-like mouth, inject them with 
digestive enzymes and suck out the resulting 
nutritious broth.  Body is oval, flat and hard, 
commonly from 1.5 to 3.5 cm.

by Art Joyce
Nonie Jackson has hit upon her 

passion late in life: saving orphaned 
elephants in Africa. Though it’s a long, 
long way from the Slocan Valley, she’s 
found a way to bring her cause home. 

An elephant is killed every 15 
minutes for its ivory, often by poor 
Africans who have few options for 
earning a living. Unless poaching can be 
stopped, it’s estimated that there will be 
no elephants or rhinos left in the African 
wild within a decade. 

Recently, Jackson spent several 
hours with Katrina Sumrall’s Lucerne 
School class, showing them conservation 
films and explaining how we can help 
these endangered creatures. 

Local woman teaches kids about fostering orphaned elephants
Jackson introduced the children 

to the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, 
based in Nairobi, Kenya. The Trust has 
hit upon a unique and very successful 
format for fostering orphaned elephants 
and rhinos. Very much like the foster 
care programs for human orphans or 
child victims of war, the Trust offers 
supporters the chance to ‘adopt’ a 
struggling baby elephant or rhino. Just as 
with overseas foster parents of children, 
subscribers receive regular updates 
on their ‘adopted’ charges along with 
photos noting their progress. 

Jackson herself adopted a four-year-
old elephant named Kamok that had 
wandered into a wildlife conservancy 
at just one day old. She was orphaned 
due to natural causes. 

“To date, the David Sheldrick 
Wildlife Trust has successfully hand-
raised over 190 infant elephants,” 
explains the Trust ,  “and has 
accomplished its long-term conservation 
priority by effectively reintegrating the 
orphans back into the wild herds of 
Tsavo.”

“I told the kids, I want your input, 
I’m not a teacher, just a volunteer,” says 
Jackson. “And their comments were 
amazing, they said they really loved it. 
There’s so much despair and negativity 
in the world, I wanted to say to them, 
this is something you can do.” 

The benefits are many: aside from 
working to save endangered species, 
Kenyans are gainfully employed as 
caregivers and anti-poaching rangers, 
and Kenya’s tourism trade benefits 
each year from revenue brought in by 
eco-safari tours. It’s estimated that up 
to 60% of Kenya’s economy is now 
dependent on this revenue, adding an 
economic incentive to the environmental 
imperative. 

Jackson worked with Lucerne 
students to build a 3D model of Kenya, 
including Tsavo East National Park, 
the wildebeest migration route through 
Kenya’s Great Rift Valley, the Maasai 
Mara conservation area, and the Trust’s 
orphan compound. She has the added 
insight of having personally travelled 
to these places, as well as visiting the 
Serengeti and Rwanda’s Volcanoes 
National Park, which contains a 
Silverback gorilla conservation reserve. 
While there she stayed at the Sabinyo 
Silverback Lodge, and was assisted 
by former poachers now employed as 
porters to carry visitors’ bags up the 
steep climb. She’s planning a school 
presentation on the gorillas as well. 

The Tsavo East National Park covers 
12,000 square kilometres (8,000 square 
miles), and is home to Kenya’s largest 
single population of 11,000 elephants. 
“It’s this magnificent environment 
where most of our hand-reared elephants 
will ultimately live,” says the Trust, “for 
this is the only park in Kenya that offers 
the space elephants need.”

The Trust was founded in 1977 by 
Dame Daphne Sheldrick in honour of 
the memory of her late husband, David 
Leslie William Sheldrick, a famous 
naturalist and the park’s founding 
warden. The organization has a support 
team that includes airplane spotters, 

veterinarians, and rangers on patrol for 
poachers.

Elephant keepers are assigned 
to care for the babies, but are rotated 
to avoid too much bonding to any 
individual. Jackson says if something 
happens to the keeper and they have to be 
away, the baby can die from the stress of 
abandonment. The keepers sleep with the 
baby elephants in their pens to minimize 
their stress. Each individual elephant is 
treated differently depending on their 
needs. When they’re considered ready, 
they’re released back into the wild. Often 
this process can take years, through 
gradual exposure to wild herds, who 
eventually adopt the orphans. If they’ve 

established bonds with other elephants in 
the Trust’s compound, an effort is made 
to ensure the group is kept together. 
Keepers will stay with them until they 
are fully integrated into the wild.

Sumrall’s class has since adopted 
two baby elephants. “I want to take 
this presentation to more schools,” says 
Jackson. “As a child I used to go around 
looking for baby birds that had fallen out 
of their nests. If someone had come to 
my school who’d been to Africa and was 
helping save baby elephants, I’d have 
remembered that the rest of my life.”

For more information or to foster 
an orphaned elephant, visit www.
sheldrickwildlifetrust.org 

Noni Jackson with some of the students in Katrina Sumrall’s class at Lucerne school.

by Jan McMurray
The Kootenay Sufferfest Idaho Peak 

Mountain Marathon and 10K Trail Run 
took place July 22.

There were 43 participants in each 
of the two events, and everyone finished.

Dave Stevens from Beasley beat the 
Idaho Peak Mountain Marathon record 
by 15 minutes. He finished the 45-km 
course with 2200 metres of elevation 
gain in 3:53:57.

Shannon Low of Kootenay 
Sufferfest reports that this was the 
first year they did not provide cups. 
Participants had to bring their own 
water bottles or hydration packs. “We 
are happy to say that only one bag of 
garbage was produced from the whole 
event,” she said.

People travelled all the way from 
Amsterdam and Hong Kong just for this 
race. Only one local person braved the 

New Denver resident and RCMP officer Benjamin Nickerson placed first in his age category 
and seventh overall in the Kootenay Sufferfest 10K Trail Run on July 22.

Kootenay Sufferfest:
Idaho Peak and 10K Trail Run

Idaho Peak Mountain Marathon: Sandra 
Watt of Nakusp. She placed first in her 
age category (50-59) and 30th overall.

Four local New Denverites ran 
the 10K Trail Run along the Galena 
Trail from Three Forks, the Alamo 
Wagon Road and the old Sandon Road. 
Benjamin Nickerson came first in 
his age category (30-39) and seventh 
overall. Brian Mills placed third in 
his age category (40-49) and 16th 
overall. Devon Duerichen was second 
in his category (13-14) and 11th overall. 
Mason Jennings was first in his category 
(15-19) and 41st overall.

Prizes were provided by businesses 
in Nakusp and New Denver.

This was the seventh Kootenay 
Sufferfest event of the year. One more 
to go: the Nakusp Suffercross CX 
Bike Race and Duathlon/ Corporate 
Challenge on September 17.
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AVAILABLE NOW FOR ADOP-
TION: black & white male kitten.  So 
sweet, so playful, and likes his quiet 
time too!!
Call PALS at 250-265-3792 if you can 
give this friendly kitten a home.
PALS has more kittens coming soon!  
Interested?  Call today to let PALS know.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

by Jan McMurray
Alejandro Calderon, who 

al legedly showed up at  his 
neighbour’s party in Needles with a 
running chainsaw and attempted to 
cut down a power pole, was granted 
bail on August 1 in the Castlegar 
courthouse.

Calderon had been in custody 
since the chainsaw incident occurred 
on January 28.

Judge Brown set bail at $500, 
with several conditions. Calderon 
was ordered not to attend Needles, 
Edgewood, Barnes Creek Road, or 
Nakusp; not to have contact with a 
list of 10 people from the Needles 
area; and to live with his friend 

Alejandro Calderon released on bail
Kahlan Martens in Osoyoos. He was 
to report to the bail supervisor by the 
end of the day, and is not permitted 
to move from Martens’ residence 
in Osoyoos without consent from 
the bail supervisor. He is also not 
to possess any weapons or items 
resembling weapons.

Crown Counsel Dave Meagher 
told Judge Brown that he and 
Calderon’s lawyer, Don White, had 
discussed the case and had intended 
to resolve the matter at the August 
1 court hearing, but this changed 
when Meagher received a call from 
Needles resident Jeff Smith. Smith, 
who was hosting the party on January 
28, “has a very strong desire to fill 

out a Victim Impact form,” Meagher 
said.

Other people who were at 
the party have recently contacted 
Meagher asking to make Victim 
Impact statements, as well.

“In the Bill of Rights, victims do 
have a right to complete the forms… 
These are serious allegations, with 
real victim impact. The Victim 
Impact Statements are crucial – not 
to the extent that they will affect the 
disposition, but I think they are very 
important to the victims themselves 
to feel they are heard,” Meagher said, 
adding that he recognizes the Victim 
Impact forms should have been sent 
out to victims much earlier and he 
doesn’t know why they weren’t.

Judge Brown agreed that the 

Victim Impact Statements were 
very important. “The sentencing 
judge must have the Victim Impact 
Statements,” he said.

Meagher told the judge that the 
Crown won’t be seeking further 
custody for Calderon, but rather a 
lengthy period of probation.

The next step is to schedule a 
sentencing hearing. The date for the 
hearing will be set in Nakusp court 
on August 24 unless Calderon’s 
lawyer can arrange a date before 
then. “I’ll have it struck from the 
[court] list if I have a date before 
then,” White told Judge Brown.

by Art Joyce
For Tatjana Mirkov-Popovicki, 

a Canadian artist originally from 
Serbia, the mountain landscape of 
BC’s Rockies is both a constant 
source of inspiration and a reminder 
of natural wealth we must protect. 
An Honourable Lifetime Member of 
the Federation of Canadian Artists 
(FCA), she will exhibit her work at 
Studio Connexion in Nakusp from 
August 16 to September 2. For those 
interested in learning about her 
creative technique, the artist will be 
giving a talk on Saturday, August 19 
from 10 to 11 am.

“Every colour, shape, and 
pattern found in nature is a gift and 
a reminder to preserve the world’s 
natural treasures,” she says in her 
Artist’s Statement. “I collect these 
gifts and put them on the stage in my 
paintings, as my offering to the lovers 
of land and art.”

It’s been a long but exciting 
road, from immigrating to Canada 
in 1994 from Serbia to having her 
work recognized by the FCA, where 
she is past president and a Senior 
Signature Artist (SFCA). She says 
she’s been interested in art “ever 
since I was able to hold a pencil.” 
However, the tough economic reality 
of her native country (the former 
Yugoslavia) wasn’t encouraging 
toward a career in arts. Instead she 

Serbian-Canadian artist to 
exhibit at Studio Connexion

initially studied science and ended up 
with a BSc in electrical engineering. 
After immigrating to Canada, she 
immediately took up the study of 
art and began her second career as 
a painter. 

“I feel fortunate to live in this 
beautiful country where art is 
appreciated and the land itself inspires 
artistic expression,” says Tatjana. “I 
love traveling, painting plein air, or 
gathering reference material which I 
develop into paintings in my studio.”

Fans of her work will quickly 
recognize the influence of Canada’s 
iconic Group of Seven artists, with 
the crucial difference that while 
that group’s muse was the northern 
Ontario landscape, it’s the Rockies 
that spring vividly to life in Tatjana’s 
paintings. Those familiar with the 
Group of Seven will see similar 
colour choices in her landscapes, 
using a bright, impressionistic palette 
that makes pristine alpine lakes 
nestled in glacial ridges practically 
leap off the canvas. For more than a 
decade, her body of work has been 
inspired by frequent travels in BC 
and Alberta. Her Studio Connexion 
exhibition is an extension of this 
ongoing project, capturing what has 
inspired her on hikes in the Okanagan, 
Vancouver area and of course the 
Rockies. 

continued on page 20
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HILLS GARLIC 
FESTIVAL

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2017 
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM
CENTENNIAL PARK

NEW DENVER

Admission: $5.00
No charge for children 12 
& under
Advance tickets: $4.00 
at Friday Market starting 
August 25 – Get them early 
– limited supply

Use the Shuttle Bus to 
and from the Valhalla 
Inn in downtown New 
Denver 
Fill your vehicles!  First 3 
adults pay and all others 
in the car get in free! 

GARLIC ~ PRODUCE ~ CRAFTS ~ FOOD ~ MUSIC

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!
Brisas del Palmar ~ Mountain Station ~ Freya ~

 Motes and Oats ~ Flydini the Magician
CONTESTS!

Enter your best braid, largest bulb, and creative poetry
NO DOGS PERMITTED OTHER THAN SERVICE DOGS!

www.hillsgarlicfest.ca

Friends and neighbours wish to inform the community 
of the death of their dear friend Molly Walther.

At 93 years old, Molly took her last trek up the 
mountain to rid her field of knapweed.

A special thanks to the Winlaw ambulance attendants 
and the officers from the New Denver RCMP 
detachment, who were so compassionate in our time 
of need.

At Molly’s request there will be no public memorial 
service. If you wish to honour Molly with a donation 
in her name, the Slocan Valley Threads Guild and the 
Nelson SPCA were two of her favourite non-profit 
organizations.

Molly Johanna (nee Neuhauser) Walther
March 26, 1924 – July 27, 2017

NOTICE OF DEATH

Slocan Valley
HOME HARDWARE

5763 Hwy 6, Winlaw  250-226-7771 • 250-226-6748 • open 9-5 daily,10-4 Sundays

New Owners — Fred & Pearl Dutoff

Canning 
Supplies now 

in stock!!

Wire fencing • Wood posts/treated 
and untreated • Electrical • Plumbing 
• Irrigation • Fasteners • Household 

Supplies • Gardening Supplies • Tools 
• Fertilizers • Soils • Manures • Insulation

Pet Food & 
Accessories

Now 
Mixing 
Paint!

river floating 
toys/tubes

Summer 
watering 
supplies 

Need to 
cool off?
Fans of all 

shapes & sizes

2-3” 7 ft. Fence posts reg $3.79 
 Now $2.99
3-4” 7 ft. Fence posts reg $5.89 
 Now $4.79
3-4” 8 ft fence posts reg $6.89 
 Now $5.79

Small tools have arrived!

Deer & Horse 
fencing, gates, 
rebar, stucco wire

Cement and 
Quick Crete in 

stock

by Katrine Campbell
• Mayor Ann Bunka reported she 

was to meet with Colin Moss of the 
Slocan District Chamber of Commerce 

New Denver council, July 25: Village and Chamber team up for doctor recruitment
to discuss recruiting a doctor for the 
Slocan Community Health Centre. This 
came about after the Village received 
a letter from the Chamber offering to 

help, and noting that Chamber members 
support continued 24/7 emergency 
services at the centre. Bunka added 
that the Chamber would like to have a 
tourism video produced that could also 
be used for recruitment.

• Bunka and CAO Bruce Woodbury 
met with Dr. Henry Shimuzu from 
Victoria, who had been interned in 
New Denver and was on the Redress 
Committee for Japanese-Canadian 
internees. They toured the Kohan 
Garden and the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre. 

• Bunka and Woodbury met with 
Kelvin Saldern of CBT and talked about 
economic development, the Village’s 
halls and museum, and money available 
to upgrade them. 

Saldern also said there was CBT 
funding available for developers and 
contractors to build market rental 
housing. A Request for Proposals (now 
closed) had been issued but received 
no response from the West Kootenay. 
There is government funding available 
for seniors and low-income housing, but 
nothing for regular rental developments. 
Anyone interested can contact Saldern 
at ksaldern@cbt.org or 250-304-1622.

• Council will provide a letter of 
support to the Healthy Community 

Society (HCS) so it can apply for 
funding to scope out an Organic Waste 
Diversion project. The project would 
bring together the HCS, Lucerne School, 
Wildsafe BC, Harvest Share, the CBT 
Climate Action group, the RDCK, 
and School District 10 to “help our 
area reduce its landfill burden, reduce 
wildlife attractants, and hopefully create 
a useful end product.”

• Council approved staff ’s 
recommendation that the Village 
become a full member organization of 
the National Association of Japanese 
Canadians. Funding to maintain 
and improve the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre is available to NAJC 
members, including one-time grants of 
up to $24,000. In addition, joining the 
organization will “improve the NIMC’s 
exposure by highlighting its unique 
experience at a broader national level.”

• Councillor Henning von Krogh 
reported the Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital District board 
approved its share of expenditures for 
the KBRH (Trail hospital) upgrades 
to come from reserves. The board 
also wrote a letter to the Ministry of 
Health asking that the 1996 Hospital 
Act be updated, and requested a letter 
of support for a resolution at the fall 

Union of BC Municipalities conference 
calling for full cell coverage throughout 
the province. Bunka noted that at every 
board meeting she has attended, von 
Krogh has asked for a long-term plan 
from Interior Health.

• Councillor Nadine Raynolds 
reported this was the 10th year of 
operation for Harvest Share and she met 
with the group for the season’s kickoff. 
The cherry pick went well, she said, and 
added “No bears!” so far this year.

• Council approved a request for 
variance from the owners of 408 Slocan 
Ave, the old Forestry building, to 
increase the allowable height of fences 
on any part of a parcel from 1.2 m (4 ft) 
to 1.53 m (5 ft). The request was made 
because the owners said the insurance 
company recommended a higher fence 
around an existing hot tub. They applied 
for the variance and the timeframe for 
approval was explained, but they went 
ahead and built the fence before the 
process was finished. Von Krogh said he 
wouldn’t approve a variance requested 
after the fact and said the owners should 
have applied earlier. Woodbury noted 
that several over-height fences had 
been built recently and that “this type 
of activity should be looked at” in the 
ticketing bylaw. 

by Katrine Campbell
A Slocan Valley parent is the 

first in the country to be issued a 
genderless health care card for their 
child. However, Kori Doty, who lives 
near Slocan, still doesn’t have a birth 
certificate for Searyl Atli, born in 
November at a friend’s home. The BC 
government won’t issue a certificate 
unless it shows a child’s gender. Doty, 
who identifies as a non-binary trans 
person and prefers to be referred to as 
‘they’ rather than ‘he’ or ‘she,’ says 
the government should get out of the 
business of certifying gender at birth.

“There was a time when birth 
certificates also included class and 
race,” they explain. “The government 
got out of the business of doing 
that, and it doesn’t make sense” for 
the government to decide a baby’s 
gender based on the appearance 
of its genitals. A visual inspection 
at birth can’t determine what sex 

Parent fights for removal of gender on ID
or gender the child will identify 
with. A baby could be intersex, a 
general term used for a variety of 
conditions in which a person is born 
with reproductive or sexual anatomy 
that doesn’t seem to fit the typical 
definitions of female or male. Or the 
baby could be transgender or non-
binary, not identifying as either male 
or female later in life. 

“If the information is wrong 
for whatever reason, that can bring 
everything into a range [of problems] 
from a big bureaucratic hassle to 
physical danger.” For example, 
gender on a passport means a 
transsexual traveller could be singled 
out for not conforming to the gender 
listed.

“Trans people are still being killed 
in some parts of the world,” Doty says. 
“It’s not something everyone wants to 
have known all the time. If you have to 
show ID, that brings it to the surface.”

Doty believes that children should 
be brought up with no expectations as 
to gender roles – “outside the girl box 
or the boy box.”

“I see room to have lots of kinds 
of gender. Changing bureaucracy is 
one part of it. As a result of my request 
on Searyl’s behalf, people are having 
conversations, thinking about it and 
talking about it. [We need] public 
education, community attitude and 
legal structures.”

Doty is part of the Gender Free 
Coalition, working to have gender 
removed from all government 
documents. The group scored a 
recent victory when the Saskatchewan 
Human Rights Commission decided 
to proceed to court to eliminate all 
gender markers from birth certificates 
and other documents. Doty has asked 
for a court review of their request 
for a gender-free birth certificate but 
doesn’t know when that will happen.

Doty has lived in the Slocan 
Valley for five years. They grew up 

in Victoria, then spent eight years 
“bouncing between urban queer 
micro-communities in US and Canada. 
Six years ago in Vancouver I came to 
the realization I am not an urban 
person, and assessed communities 
to see where I would live. This place 
won, and I plan on being here for the 
rest of my life. I could go away but 
I’ll always come back here.”

Asked if they have much support 
in the area, Doty said, “People 
here I have built community with 
are so incredible. I know there are 
conversations that happen when 
I’m not around, and I have gratitude 
because there are people here who 
totally get it and have my back, helping 
people who haven’t necessarily 
wrapped their heads around it to get 
here.

“I know this place has a long 
tradition of attracting free thinkers, 
folks who are on a path of relations 
with the land and the water and each 
other. That’s why I want to live here.”

Doty has attracted a lot of 
international attention, not all of it 
positive. They handle it by contracting 
out the job of screening emails so the 
haters don’t get through. 

“I haven’t  been receiving 
[negative feedback] first hand locally. 
I heard some people are confused but 
they’re not dangerous or anything. 
They’re split in thirds: one third 
are totally stoked and really get it; 
one third are kind of confused but 
supportive; and one third are staunch 
in their ignorance, [saying] ‘you’re a 
dude, your DNA can never change, 
you’re denying science’… kind of 
stupid.”

“They were talking about it on 
Fox News but I don’t pay attention to 
it. I have a Google alert; if my name 
is on the internet I get a highlight 
and read the headline, but I don’t 
read the haters and I never read the 
comments.”
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SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6 
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212 • FAX: 250-226-7351

Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition of Crown Land. File 
number: 4496107.  Ministry of Forests and Natural Resource Operations, 
1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC, V1C 7G1.  

Paul Osak, President, Selkirk Wilderness Skiing Ltd., #105 Meadow Creek 
Road, PO Box 10, Meadow Creek, BC, V0G 1N0. All those parcels or tracts 
of unsurveyed Crown land in the vicinity of Cascade Creek, Kootenay District, 
more particularly shown on map shown above and containing 783 hectares 
more or less. 

Comments concerning this application should be directed to the senior Land 
officer at: 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1, Erin Keith, Autho-
rization Specialist.  Comments will be received by the Ministry of Forests 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations until September 9, 2017.  Ministry 
of Forests and Natural Resource Operations may not consider comments 
received after this date.  Please visit the Applications and Reasons for Deci-
sion Database website at www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.
jsp for more information.  Be advised that any response to this advertisement 
will be considered part of the public record.  Access to these records requires 
the submission of a Freedom of information (FOI) request.  Visit http://www.
gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn more about FOI submissions.

by Jan McMurray
When Tim Van Horn pulls into your 

town, you can’t help but be intrigued. 
His van is literally the vehicle for his 
art –  a mosaic of photographs of people 
from across Canada.

Tim travels across the country 
taking photographs of people for his 
Canadian Mosaic Project, designed to 
inspire and unite the country.

He pulled into New Denver on 
August 4 and took 80 photos in 24 

Tim Van Horn stopped by New Denver on his sixth cross-country tour for his Canadian Mosaic Project.

Canadian Mosaic Project rolls into New Denver
hours.

“I’m a military kid on creative tour 
to do something good for the country,” 
he said. “We have this wonderful 
country, yet we don’t have an image 
that accurately represents who we are 
as a people – one single visual that ties 
us all together as one. The Canadian 
Mosaic Project is a blend of beautiful 
life moments and a diverse cast of 
characters from across the land, all 
woven together into one.”

Of the 57,000 photos he has taken, 
25,000 are displayed in the mosaic on his 
van. All 57,000 will be available soon on 
his website: canadianmosiac.ca, and will 
all be displayed on his next, much bigger 
vehicle – 37 feet long and 12 feet high.

“The Magic Bus will debut on 
my next tour in 2020,” he said. “All 
57,000 photos will be on it, and there 
will be technology woven into it, too. 
Videos will be able to be projected 
onto buildings from the bus. I want to 

go to schools with it and get the next 
generation thinking they can do anything 
they want.”

Tim is on his sixth tour in nine years 
– his first one began October 1, 2008. 
This was his first time in New Denver. 
He was heading to Nakusp and then east. 
He says he visits new communities on 
every tour, and revisits communities he 
has been to before and tries to reconnect 
with some of the people.

“Until I was 13 years old, I travelled 

from air base to air base, and the story 
of the men and women who gave their 
lives for freedom convinced me to do 
something good for the country, so I 
married that sense of duty with my art.” 

Tim graduated from the Alberta 
College of Art and Design in Calgary in 
1992 and went straight into photography 
at 23 years old. He is funding the 
Canadian Mosaic Project himself, and 
accepts donations through his website: 
canadianmosaic.ca. 

by Jan McMurray
A good crowd filled the Lardeau 

Valley Community Hall to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of Duncan Dam. 
Hosted by BC Hydro, the festivities 
included speeches, a luncheon, cake, 
and a trip to the dam. Duncan Dam was 
the first Columbia River Treaty dam to 
be completed in Canada. Construction 
began in May 1965, and the dam became 
operational in July 1967.

Three people who lived in the area 
at the time had some stories to tell. 
Glen Leyden, now residing in the East 
Kootenay, and Dennis Jensen, now in 
Kaslo, recalled the preparations for the 
grand opening of the dam in 1967 – a 
very bad year for fires in the Lardeau 
Valley. A large rock with a dedication 
plaque had to be placed in the middle of 
the dam in time for the grand opening 
event, when Premier WAC Bennett 
would unveil it. But every time a crew 

Duncan Dam’s 50th anniversary celebrated at Lardeau Valley Hall
came in from Vernon to place the rock, 
they were sent out to fight fires. Finally, 
the Duncan Dam project foreman, 
Dutchy Wageningen, insisted that one 
crew had to stay behind to get the rock 
in place for the premier in time for the 
grand opening.

Jensen noted that although the 
dam brought hardships to many, it also 
brought many benefits. The road was 
repaired, and the community received 
telephone service and power.

Flora Seamark, who has lived in 
Argenta since 1964 and was a teacher 
at Jewett School, brought a copy of the 
Nelson Daily News from May 20, 1965. 
The celebration marking the beginning 
of the construction of the dam was 
covered by the paper, and Flora and her 
family are in the photo of the huge crowd 
at the event. Premier WAC Bennett was 
there, of course, and flipped the switch 
for the first blast of dynamite.

The unique Duncan Dam Bull Trout 
Transfer Program was demonstrated by 
Ron Greenlaw of Meadow Creek, who 
works at Duncan Dam. He showed the 
crowd how the program works with 
the help of a model of the weir system, 
which acts as a fish ladder for the trout 
to travel from the Lower Duncan to 
spawning areas in the Upper Duncan. 
Greenlaw said the project was the 
brainchild of Dutchy Wageningen.

Copies of the book Voice from 
Two Rivers, the story of Premier WAC 
Bennett’s two river policy and the history 
of power generation in the province, 
were presented to the Honourable 
Michelle Mungall; Peter Jonker from 
the Lardeau Valley Historical Society; 
and Rosemarie Parent from the Arrow 
Lakes Historical Society. BC Hydro also 
presented the Lardeau Valley Historical 
Society with two historical photo boards 
for their archives.

Glen Leyden, who worked on the Duncan Dam in the mid 1960s, cuts the first piece of cake at the 
celebration of the dam’s 50th anniversary. Aslo in the picture are the Honourable Michelle Mungall, 
Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources and Nelson-Creston MLA; Flora Seamark, 

resident of Argenta since 1964; and Mark Poweska of BC Hydro.
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For more information 
on the Slocan Valley Legacy 
Fund, what it supports and 
how you can donate, please 
see our web-site:  www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com 
email: svcls.chair@gmail.
com or phone: 1-877-649-
5643.  Join us, we would 
love to hear from you!

by Shannon Glasheen, Personal 
Financial Planner

One of the main considerations 
in estate planning is deciding how 
one wants to distribute the assets 
they worked hard to build up 
during their lifetime.  

After  ensuring family 
members and other loved ones are 
provided for, many people find a 
real sense of joy in being able to use 
some of the value they have created 

Leaving a personal legacy for your community through your estate
to support a cause or community 
that is close to their heart.  

During retirement it is often 
necessary to retain assets and 
savings to enjoy a quality of life 
and ensure there are sufficient 
funds to cover all needs.  However, 
when considering estate planning, 
remaining financial assets can be 
substantial: consider the value 
of one’s principal residence, 
remaining savings and investments, 

and possibly secondary properties 
or life insurance policies.  So, 
without impacting one’s current 
income, many people will have a 
very rewarding opportunity to be 
able to make a sizeable donation 
through their estate that may not 
be possible during their lifetime.

There are a number of ways 
a bequest donation to a charity 
or a community foundation can 
be structured. It can be done 
through beneficiary designation 
on investments or life insurance 
policies, or mentioned specifically 
in your will as a specific amount, 
a percentage of your estate, or the 
remainder of your estate after all 
costs and other bequests have been 

The local community foundations would like to thank Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union for its visionary support of our community 
endowment funds.  The creation of several endowment funds featured 
here was sparked by seed funding from the KSCU Foundation.  In 
addition, we greatly appreciate KSCU’s operating support.  Together 
we are better at building healthy and resilient communities. 

fulfilled. 
There are tax benefits 

for donations made, that vary 
depending on the method used and 
whether the donations are made 
during a person’s life, or done as 
part of the estate.  It is a good idea 
to discuss your plans in advance 
with family members and with 
your professional advisor (lawyer, 
accountant, financial planner) to 
ensure everyone understands your 
wishes and that everything is set 
up correctly to accomplish what 
you would like.

Community foundations 
create an interesting option when 
considering bequests, due to their 
structure.  Your gift is added to the 

fund’s endowment, to be held in 
perpetuity, while interest from the 
fund is distributed to organizations 
within the community.  This means 
that your donation is not spent, but 
rather invested — your money 
will continue giving for years and 
years into the future, supporting 
and breathing vitality into an area 
that was important to you during 
your life.

Your estate plan involves 
important personal decisions with 
a lot of factors that come into 
play.  It is highly recommended 
that you consult with your legal 
and financial advisors to create a 
customized personal legacy plan.  
They will help you ensure that 

In the early 1970s Stanford 
University researchers conduct-
ed what became known as the 
marshmallow test.  A child seated 

Community Foundations: Always More to Come
at a table was offered a choice – 
eat one marshmallow right away 
or wait 15 minutes and get two 
marshmallows. 

Surprisingly, follow-up stud-
ies done years later found a cor-
relation between the self-control 
test and the life success of the 
kids who took it. The four-year-
olds who could wait for a reward 
went further in school, posted 
higher SAT scores, and even 
had a healthier body mass index. 
The uptake: delayed gratification 
comes with rewards. 

The marshmallow experi-
ment comes to mind when con-
sidering a donation to whichever 
community foundation serves 
your geographic area. 

Unlike most charitable orga-
nizations, which quickly spend 
the money they get on various 

good causes, community foun-
dations are all about delayed 
gratification. 

Community foundations put 
the donations they receive into 
an endowment fund.  Osprey 
Foundation, as with all of its 
affiliate funds and fellow foun-
dations, invests those donations 
in perpetuity. The income earned 
on this endowment is returned an-
nually in the form of community 
grants, but the principal – and this 
is key – is allowed to build and 
accumulate. 

Osprey Community Founda-
tion began in 2000 with a $200 
donation — since then its endow-
ment has grown to more than $9 

million.  A simple decision made 
almost 20 years ago to save for the 
future instead of spending today is 
beginning to pay huge dividends 
for the community.  
How we support our 
communities

Last year, Osprey and its col-
lection of funds made grants that, 
for example, brought professional 
musicians into local elementary 
schools, provided dental services 
to those in financial need, edu-
cated school children about the 
importance of bees, and sup-
ported outreach peer groups for 
those with acquired brain injuries. 

It also helped young vol-
unteers attend a work camp 

Why do caring, community-
minded people support their 
local foundation?  We talked to 
two Slocan Valley Legacy Fund 
donors.

Alex Berland’s giving 
story:  

Alex has lived in the Slocan 
Valley since 1974 when he 
moved here from Vancouver.  He 
and his wife Judi Morton settled 
on a lovely farm in the Slocan 
Park area.  Like so many who 
made their homes in this valley 
in the 1970s, their intention, 
he says, was “to create a right 
livelihood in harmony with our 
natural environment within a 
community of engaged citizens.”  

As a nurse and manager/
administrator, Alex worked 
professionally in the health care 
field for decades.  For many 
years he has volunteered his 
nursing skills in Bangladesh 
each winter.  He also helped 
Judi with their organic farm 
and raised chickens, and helped 
establish the Passmore Pluckers 

A tale of two donors: why they give to their local fund
poultry abattoir .

Now approaching retirement 
age, those “right livelihood” 
values are still very important 
to Alex and Judi. “I love the 
sense of ‘make your own life’ 
that inspires so many of my 
neighbours in their work and 
cultural activities. I love our 
many community volunteers’ 
global awareness and local 
effort,” says Alex. “This is a very 
special place.”

“Our Slocan Valley Legacy 
Fund is strengthening the 
resilience of our communities 
so that we can adapt in healthy 
ways, supporting families and 
maintaining opportunities for all 
our residents,” he explains. 

Alex is both a personal donor 
to the fund and a board member 
of the organization that manages 
it. “I contribute to the Slocan 
Valley Legacy Fund to promote 
the future health and security 
of my friends and family.  I 
believe that my retirement-age 
generation needs to transfer its 
wealth sooner rather than later.”  

Putting his money behind his 
commitment, Alex is a monthly 
donor and plans to specify a 
bequest in his will to the Slocan 
Valley Legacy Fund.

“My fifty-year vision is that 
the Fund will be the enduring 
resource for the Slocan Valley.  

The Slocan Valley Legacy Fund 
— By the valley, for the valley — 
that’s what it’s about,” he says. 
“That’s true self-reliance, what 
drew so many of us here in the 
first place.”

Ellen Kinsel’s giving 
story:

Ellen is a well-known and 
respected community member 
in the north part of the valley, 
sitting on four volunteer 
boards and providing contract 
administrative services to several 
other nonprofit societies.  Ellen 
worked as an educator at Lucerne 
Elementary Secondary School 
in New Denver for nearly two 
decades.

Ellen can be found daily 
tramping around on the trails 
near her home in Hills: hiking, 
photographing and communing 
with nature.  In winter, she is a 
dedicated cross-country skier, 
a fixture on the Hills section of 
the rail-trail that winds along 
Bonanza Creek and Slocan Lake.

Growing up, Ellen spent 

much of her time in cities but 
quickly realized that being 
outdoors in nature was much 
more her style. Summers at camp 
and challenging canoe trips were 
her indoctrination and now, she 
says, “I reside in Hills, but I live 
in the wild places that surround 
us. Hiking and cross country 
skiing bring me to places of 
beauty and serenity.  Rocks, 
water, and trees are constant 
themes in my photography.” 

A year-round resident who 
has been relishing the snowy 
winters in Hills since moving 
here in 1975, Ellen’s love of 
this area led her to become a 
monthly donor to the Slocan 
Valley Legacy Fund.  

“Monthly giving makes 
so much sense.  It’s easy to 
set up and your donations are 
handled automatically, nothing 
to remember, no cheques to 
write.  Plus it spreads my gift 
out throughout the year, making 
it painless to give.” 

Ellen believes in being 
active in her community and 
volunteering her time to make 
good things happen. “For the 
Legacy Fund, I’m glad I am able 
to provide financial support as 
well,” she says.

She feels the fund will play 
an important role as it grows, 
helping the valley be a place 

where children can receive a 
good education and also thrive 
in the broader world beyond 
the valley. 

Ellen points out that a 
community foundation can 
remain separate from political 
or other special interests while 
at the same time supporting the 
good work of the many charities 
and community organizations 
that represent the passions of the 
people who live here.  “I think it’s 
a great thing to support.”

and retreat, supported spay and 
neuter services for pet animals, 
provided numerous scholarships 
to local students, and supported 
the purchase of North America’s 
first wheelchair van by a car 
share co-op.  Funding Wild Days 
guided nature walks for kids and 
local harvest-sharing projects are 
a few more examples of the great 
projects supported though annual 
grant making.

Best of all, the principal 
remains intact so there’s always 
more to come.  In the end, two 
marshmallows are better than 
one, as the growth of commu-
nity foundations across Canada 
proves.

those important to you are taken 
care of, and your charitable wishes 
are carried out in the most efficient 
manner.

Shannon Glasheen, PFP
Mutual Funds Representative 
Personal Financial Planner
Qtrade Asset Management Inc. 
Kootenay Savings MoneyWorks 
Mutual funds and securities related financial planning 
services are offered through Qtrade Asset Management 

Inc., Member MFDA.

Tina Choi, Executive Director, Osprey Community Foundation
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A community foundation grant in action:  Two students examine a glass 
observation bee hive created as part of the Bee Awareness Society 

project in the Slocan Valley.  The observation hive was taken to 
various schools to educate children about the importance of 

honey bees as pollinators.  The Slocan Valley Legacy Fund provided 
financial support for this educational project.
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Supporting your local community foundation is as easy as making a phone call or sending an e-mail.  Check out the 
web-site of the foundation in your area, then start the dialogue today.  The five community foundations shown below 
serve the Valley Voice coverage area. Whether you wish to create your personal legacy as a monthly donor, with an 
immediate gift, or with a bequest in your will, we would love to hear from you. 
We are part of a nation-wide network of community foundations serving geographic areas right across Canada.  In fact, 
there are 191 community foundations offering virtually all of the Canadian population an opportunity to leave a personal 
legacy in the community they love.

We Give Where We Live

To support your local community foundation:

Community foundations are one of the largest contributors to Canadian charities and nonprofits.  Nation-wide, our collective assets grew to exceed $4.8 billion with 
more than $250 million contributed to community foundations last year alone. Together, community foundations support thousands of incredible initiatives.  Nationally, 
we grant more than $215 million per year — that’s a lot of community-building power!
Community foundations are a positive force to be reckoned with all across Canada.  Here at home we are growing our foundations, as shown on the map below, 
Kootenay-style.  We invite you to join the community-building action: this is about individual donors supporting the communities they love with a legacy that will endure 
in perpetuity.  We count on your support so pick up the phone or send us an e-mail today...or a cheque!

Geographic area covered: RDCK Area K & Nakusp
Name: Nakusp & Area Community Foundation

Board Chair: David Jackson
Web-site: nakuspfoundation.com
E-mail: nakuspfoundation@gmail.com
Phone: David Jackson at 250-265-4818
or Karen Hamling at 250-265-3322

Postal Address: Box 15, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1RO

Status: Registered Charity
Canada Revenue Agency #: 859435281RR0001

Geographic area covered: North Kootenay Lake:
RDCK Area D & Kaslo
Name: Community Fund of North Kootenay 
Lake (CFNKL)
Board President: Honora Cooper
Web-site: nklcommunityfund.org
E-mail: nklcommunityfund@gmail.com
Postal Address: Box 661, Kaslo, BC, V0G 1M0
Status: A community fund held within the Osprey
Community Foundation, a registered charity.
Canada Revenue Agency #: 87492‐5928 RR0001
Cheques should be made out to the Osprey Community 
Foundation with “for CFNKL” in the memo line

Geographic area covered: The Slocan Valley:
RDCK Area H, New Denver, Silverton & Slocan

Name: Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
Board Chair: Alex Berland
Web-site: slocanvalleylegacy.com
Facebook page: Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
E-mail: svcls.chair@gmail.com
Phone: 1-877-649-5643 (toll free)
Postal Address: PO Box 363,
Slocan, BC V0G 2C0

Status: A community fund held within the Osprey
Community Foundation, a registered charity
Canada Revenue Agency #: 87492‐5928 RR0001

Cheques should be made out to the Osprey Community 

Geographic area covered: The Salmo Valley, Salmo
and RDCK Area G

Name: The Salmo Valley Fund
Contact: Mike van Wijk
E-mail: vanwijk.michael@gmail.com
Phone: 250-357-2722
Postal Address: P.O. Box 39 Salmo, BC V0G 1Z0

Status: A community fund held within the Osprey
Community Foundation, a registered charity
Canada Revenue Agency #: 87492‐5928 RR0001

Cheques should be made out to the Osprey Community
Foundation (with “for the Salmo Valley Fund” in the
memo line)

Geographic area covered:
City of Nelson and RDCK Areas E & F

Name: Osprey Community Foundation
Board Chair: Kim Boddy
Executive Director: Tina Choi
Web-site: ospreycommunityfoundation.ca
E-mail: ED@ospreycommunityfoundation.ca
Phone: (250) 352-3643

Postal Address: Suite B8, 625 Front Street,
Nelson, BC V1L 4B6

Status: Registered Charity.
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submitted
Burnaby-based author Ellen 

Schwartz will launch her book for 
young readers, Heart of a Champion, 
at the Kohan Reflection Garden in New 
Denver on Sunday, August 20, 2017, at 

Schwartz to release young adult novel in Kohan Garden
2 pm. The Slocan Lake Garden Society 
is coordinating this event on former 
Japanese Canadian internment lands 
on the 75th anniversary of our Japanese 
citizens’ unjust and difficult period.

Set in 1941-42, Heart of a 

Champion tells the story of Kenji, 
called Kenny, who longs to play on 
the famed Vancouver Asahi baseball 
team, like his older brother, Mitsuo, 
or Mickey. But when Japan attacks 
Pearl Harbor, Kenny and his family are 
sent to the Orchard internment camp 
in New Denver. Struggling to help 
his family survive, Kenny thinks his 
baseball dreams are over until he spots 
a field covered with scrap wood – a 
field shaped like a baseball diamond.

Released in 2016 by Tundra 
Books, a division of Penguin Random 
House, Heart of a Champion has 
been nominated for numerous awards, 
including the Silver Birch Fiction 
award, the Diamond Willow award 
and the Rocky Mountain Book award. 
It was also named a Top Shelf book 
by Voice of Youth Advocacy. This 
coveted honour represents fiction 
titles that raise the bar for outstanding 
storytelling for middle-grade readers 
aged 8-13.

In doing research for the book, 
Schwartz visited the Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre in New Denver and 
interviewed several former internees, 
including Sakaye Hashimoto and the 
late Nobuyoshi ‘Nobby’ Hayashi. She 
also spoke to Momoko Ito, the former 
director of the Nikkei Centre; the late 
Richard Hambly, a Silverton resident 
who played baseball against many 
of the Japanese internees during and 
after the war; and Barbara Yeomans, 
a local educator who co-authored a 
school curriculum on the New Denver 
internment experience.

“People in New Denver were 
incredibly generous in sharing their 
stories with me,” Schwartz said. “They 

told me how difficult the conditions 
were, and also how the community 
pulled together to survive and make the 
best of an unjust and terrible situation.”

Because baseball played an 
important part in the story, Schwartz 
especially appreciated being able 
to speak to Mr. Hayashi, who had 
been a promising baseball player in 
Vancouver before the war. “He told 
me about being a bat boy for the Asahi 
baseball club, and what an honour 
that was. Here in New Denver, he and 
the other boys were coached by Roy 
Yasui and George Yoshinaka, two 
Asahi players who were interned at 
the Orchard. Nobby also told me that 
the kids made bases out of rice sacks 
filled with dirt.”

Ellen Schwartz is the author of 16 
children’s books and one non-fiction 
book for adults. Her 2011 children’s 
novel The Case of the Missing Deed, 

a mystery with recipes embedded in 
the story, won the Rocky Mountain 
Book award. Her forthcoming book, 
The Princess Dolls, another historical 
novel set in the 1940s, will be released 
in 2018.

“I’m pleased to be presenting Heart 
of a Champion in New Denver this year, 
the 75th anniversary of the Japanese 
Canadian internment,” Schwartz 
said. “It’s important to remember 
and acknowledge past injustices 
while celebrating the community 
that continues to make such a large 
contribution to the area.”

The New Denver public book 
launch, of interest to all ages from 8 
years to adult, will feature readings 
and discussion by Ellen as well as 
book sales and light refreshments. 
Admission is by donation. Limited 
seating is available; please bring a lawn 
chair if you can.

submitted
In what turned out to be a historic 

moment, Terry Fox suspended his 
Marathon of Hope across Canada on 
September 1, 1980. With that double 
step-hop on his amputated leg, Terry 
crossed six provinces and covered 
3,339 miles, but sadly his cancer 
had returned. Now Kaslo will carry 
on his legacy of hope on Sunday, 
September 17, from 11 am to 2 pm at 
JV Humphries School. 

“It’s got to keep going without 
me,” he said, referring to his pioneering 
marathon to raise money for cancer 
research. And it has. So far $700 
million has been raised in 25 countries. 
Terry would be excited by new research 

Kaslo carries the flame for the Terry Fox Run
that involves using the body’s own 
immune system to target cancer cells.

The three options for Kaslo’s Terry 
Fox Run are a wheelchair/stroller 
circuit, a 5-kilometre walk/ run, and a 
10-kilometre walk/ run. Refreshments 
will be available after the event. Mark 
this date on your calendar and join us. 

For more information, visit the 
Facebook page ‘Terry Fox Run 2017 
Kaslo,’ contact jennkaslo@gmail.
com or phone 250-353-7393. Register 
at http://www.terryfox.org/run/find-
a-run-site. Download a pledge sheet 
at http://www.terryfox.org/run/pledge-
sheet. A free T-shirt for ‘survivors’ is 
available at http://www.terryfox.org/
get-involved/cancer-survivors
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

KASLO & DISTRICT

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Come see our unique collection of 
gifts from across Canada 

and around the world. 
Open every day.

Since 1986

by Art Joyce
At age 82, Order of Canada recipient 

Joy Kogawa continues to challenge both 
herself and her audiences. As part of 
The Langham’s commemoration of the 
75th anniversary of Japanese Canadian 
internment, ‘Memory and Reflection,’ 
the author appeared with the Tasai 
Collective in the performance A Suitcase 
of Memories. The Langham’s newly air-
conditioned theatre was packed for the 
event the evening of July 11.

In part, Kogawa is touring to 
promote her new non-fiction book 
Gently to Nagasaki, which she says is 
a reply to the statement in her famous 
novel Obasan that there is no reply to 
that story. Both books focus on Japanese 
Canadian families torn apart by war and 
internment, hewing closely to Kogawa’s 
own family experience. 

Kogawa partners with poetry collective for Langham performance
Kogawa’s father, raised as a 

Buddhist in Japan, was converted to 
Christianity in Canada and became a 
priest in the Anglican church. Christian 
allegory informs her attempts to 
reconcile both the horrific atom bombing 
of Nagasaki and the discovery that her 
father had been a pedophile. Kogawa 
in Gently to Nagasaki notes that one of 
Japan’s largest Christian communities 
was located in that city when it was 
destroyed. The terrible irony is that 
it had survived centuries of domestic 
persecution before being wiped out by 
America, a Christian nation. She notes 
that the Christian injunction to forgive 
even your enemies is a command, not 
an option. Much of her life’s work has 
been about finding a way to do just that. 

“The freeing voice is what is in that 
reply to Obasan,” she told the Kaslo 

audience. “The new book is a scream for 
the presence of mercy because I could 
not live without it.”

Rather than simply do a reading 
from the book, Kogawa chose to 
work with the Vancouver-based Tasai 
Collective, comprised of poet/performer 
Soramaru Takayama, performer Yurie 
Hoyoyon and director Steve Frost. In 
Japanese ‘tasai’ means multi-faceted or 
multi-talented. Passages from Gently 
to Nagasaki were read by Kogawa in 
English, then by Takayama in Japanese, 
and then simultaneously. “It’s a collision 
of words and something new comes out 
of it,” says director Frost, who worked 
with Takayama on the translations. 
“For people who are bilingual, it brings 
it all together. For Joy, hearing the 
Japanese, which she grew up hearing, 
was comforting.”

The performance was presented in 
three sequences: The Balloon of Silence, 
A Suitcase of Memories and The Tree 
Fable. In the first sequence Takayama 
appeared as a clown miming the ever 
growing of the ‘balloon of silence.’ This 
illustrates what happens when grievous 
mistakes are made that people refuse to 
talk about or apologize for, as during 
the initial decades after the internment. 
The clown’s childlike innocence was 
the perfect foil for the heaviness of 
individual and collective guilt. It was 
impossible not to be charmed by 
Takayama’s performance.

In A Suitcase of Memories, Kogawa 
read a poem that appears in Gently to 
Nagasaki, invoking the Goddess of 
Mercy. “The goddess of mercy and 
goddess of abundance, which are the 
same, came to me in a dream,” she told 
the audience. Takayama reappeared as 
the clown, lugging a heavy suitcase and 
pulling out its contents to decide what 
to keep and what to leave behind. Only 
when the suitcase has been lightened 
enough can he keep moving, keeping 
only memories and the reasons for the 
journey. Kogawa continues the journey 
with the blessing of the goddess, who 
reassures her, “I am with you… in the 
terror and at the heart of what you most 
fear, I am with you.”

The Tree Fable was a piece she’d 
written for Gently to Nagasaki but 
which the editors had removed. Kogawa 
explained how, during a wistful visit 
to the family home in Vancouver, she 

discovered a withered old tree in the 
back yard. Inexplicably drawn to it, she 
felt something akin to love at first sight, 
the empathic response of two wounded 
beings. Returning a few days later, she 
put her hand on the bark of the tree and 
felt “a sensation, not as strong as a jolt 
but distinctly warm” course through her 
arm. For Kogawa it was another step on 
the path to healing. 

“One of the things I love about this 
show is that the kids love it,” says Frost. 
“It’s a combination of the cultural and 
the poetic. Words are rooted in each 
culture and when you bring those things 
together something else gets made.”

Kogawa told the audience her 
goal with the show is to try to “make 
a heavy thing light.” Reconciliation 
with the ghosts of her past has been a 
lifelong journey, one she’s accomplished 
with impressive grace and wisdom. 
Neither her written words nor her soft-
spoken presence betrays any hint of 
bitterness. The amazing thing about the 
performance is that one comes away 
feeling good. “You can’t love people 
you can’t see. The job is to find out what 
is hidden from you. That’s the task of 
this book. Eventually we’ll get there. 
Sometimes the arc of loving the enemy 
gets longer, but eventually it gets there.” 

by Jan McMurray
Nelson-Creston MLA Michelle 

Mungall got the job she wanted.
“I’m so pleased to be working 

as the Minister of Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources, every day,” she 
said.

Before Horgan became premier, 
Mungall says she made him a “pitch” 
and told him he should put someone in 
the position of Minister of Energy and 
Mines whose community and region is 
impacted by the issues. “I know people 
who work at Teck, whose children will 
benefit from BC Hydro buying the 
Waneta Dam. It’s not just something 
I read on a briefing note. I have a 
background with the people who will 
be impacted by our policies. That was 
my pitch to Mr. Horgan and he clearly 
agreed,” she said.

In her first two weeks on the job, 
Mungall has delivered on the immediate 
task she was given – to refer the Site 
C dam project to the BC Utilities 
Commission. BCUC will report on 

whether BC Hydro is on target to 
complete the project on time and 
on budget, and on implications for 
ratepayers of proceeding, suspending, 
or terminating the project. A preliminary 
report will be filed September 20, with 
the final report submitted November 
1. No decision will be made about the 
future of the project before November 
1, and the project will proceed in the 
meantime.

“ T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  a 
responsibility to make an objective, 
fact-based decision, so we are getting 
important information from BCUC so 
we can do that,” said Mungall. “There 
are still 2200 workers on site and we 
recognize that they need certainty in 
their lives. Cancelling the project is just 
not the prudent route forward in terms 
of ensuring we know that the economics 
are and thinking of the communities up 
north who are divided on this issue. We 
need to act in a fair manner and make 
sure we don’t pre-empt any advice from 
the BCUC.”

MLA Mungall thrilled to be Minister of Energy and Mines
Another item in Mungall’s mandate 

is to freeze BC Hydro rates while 
conducting a rates review. Under the 
Liberal government, rates were to 
increase 28% over five years starting 
in 2014. In 2018, a 3.5% increase was 
expected.

“That’s my next task,” said 
Mungall. “That will be part of our 
budget process, and we will have a 
budget in September. We committed to 
freezing the rates and doing a review, so 
that’s next on my list.”

Mungall has also been mandated 
with creating a roadmap for the future 
of BC energy. “How do we get to 
100% renewables, which we’re very 
close to in BC. We’re starting out in 
great shape,” Mungall said. “Wind 
and solar are still intermittent sources 
of energy, and the market is saying 
that geothermal is turning out to be 
cost ineffective, although there may be 
other opportunities with geothermal like 
home heating. We’re at the beginning of 
an era where we’re still wrapping our 
heads around it.” 

Other items in Mungall’s mandate 
include establishing a BC Mining Jobs 
Task Force, improve the approval 
process for mining applications, 
establish a mining industry oversight 
unit to increase safety, and to require 
LNG projects to meet four specific 
requirements that will ensure British 
Columbians benefit from them. 

“There’s a lot of work to do, and it 
takes time,” said Mungall. “I’m looking 
forward to working with everyone 
in BC who interested in these issues. 
As someone who comes from the 
Kootenays, which generates 50% of 
the province’s energy and has some 
of largest mines employing thousands 
of people, it’s a huge honour to serve 
our region and BC as a whole in this 
particular portfolio.”

submitted
As part of its ongoing series 

commemorating the 75th anniversary 
of Japanese Canadian internment, the 
Langham in Kaslo is highlighting the 
contribution of Japanese Canadians to 
Canadian history. 

Two exhibitions will focus on 
various aspects of this history – ‘Taiken: 
Japanese Canadians since 1877’ and 
‘Memories from Home,’ August 4 to 
October 29. The opening reception will 

The Langham commemorates 
Japanese Canadian history

be held September 8 from 7 to 9 pm. The 
show is a traveling exhibition from the 
Nikkei National Museum, Burnaby, with 
artifacts from the collection of Chuck 
Tasaka and the Langham Museum. 

Since 1877, Japanese Canadians 
have contributed their skills and abilities 
to building a prosperous life in Canada. 
Their personal experiences (taiken) 
help us understand the challenges of 
immigration, racism, and the extreme 
struggles during the Second World War.

The early immigrants survived 
by working together, and supporting 
each other in close-knit communities. 
They also found joy in their family 
and friends, and in the many sports 
and activities available during precious 
leisure time. From the remote fishing 
villages to the hustle and bustle of 
Powell Street in Vancouver, and as 
far as the metropolis of Toronto, the 
Nikkei community has endured and 
succeeded through dedication, hard 
work, and supporting each other. The 
Langham commemorates and reflects 
and celebrates the achievements of the 
Japanese Canadian community.

For more information, visit www.
thelangham.ca. 

Langham Theatre hosts 
Celtic songs and stories
submitted

Join us Sunday August 13 at 
7 pm for an inspirational evening 
of songs and stories set to Celtic 
harp and guitar. Accomplished and 
dynamic father and son duo Graham 
and Aaron Ord play uplifting 
original, instrumental, and spoken 
word with a wry twist of humour.

Don’t miss this enlightening 
and whimsical evening of musical 
entertainment. Admission is just 
$10. Tickets available at Sunnyside 
Naturals  and Willow Home 
Boutique in Kaslo. Presented by 
Kaslo Christian Assembly.
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Sunday August 20th 7:30
Silverton Memorial Hall • Tickets at door only 

 $15 Adults • $8 students • $3 kids under 12
A SLGS Production • www.silvertongallery.ca

submitted
Alpha Yaya Diallo is a 

three-time Juno award winning 
guitarist, singer, songwriter and 
composer. He is a multi-talented 
artist whose dexterous acoustic 
and electric guitar-playing, 
with its fluid melodic lines and 
compelling grooves, places him 
in the front ranks of African 

musicians. Alpha’s music is 
a blend of elements from the 
Malenke, Sousou and Foulani 
cultures of West Africa. He sings 
in several African languages as 
well as in English & French. 

Diallo will be performing 
with his long-time bassist 
Vergari Cendar, and special guest 
Ahmed Fofana, a well-known 

Malian multi-instrumentalist 
and music producer, who is in 
Western Canada for just a few 
weeks. This is a chance to hear 
some wonderful African-style 
music. The trio is offering both 
upbeat dance tunes and virtuoso 
performances by Fofana on 
traditional instruments the 
kora and n’goni. The kora is a 
21-string lute-bridge-harp used 
extensively in West Africa, and 
the n’goni is a smaller stringed 
instrument traditionally used 
by Mandinka griots, and for 
ceremonial purposes.

Diallo moved to Canada 
from Guinea over twenty years 
ago and made a huge impact on 
the North American world music 
scene. He was discovered in the 
late 1980s by Peter Gabriel’s 
Real World Records when he 
was touring as the lead guitarist 
for the group Fatala. 

With six highly acclaimed 
albums of his own compositions, 
including Juno Award winners 
The Message and The Journey, 
it was a natural fit for him to 
take part in the hugely successful 
African Guitar Summit concert 
at Glenn Gould Studio in 
Toronto with Pa Joe, Mighty 
Popo, Madagascar Slim, 
Adam Solomon, and Donné 
Robert. The concert led to two 
recordings released by CBC 
Records, leading to another 
Juno Award for African Guitar 
Summit.

In 2007, Diallo was the 

only North American artist 
approached by the United 
Nations, to create a new work 
for a compilation CD whose aim 
was to further raise awareness 
around the issues of HIV/AIDS, 
hunger, and debt relief in Africa. 
The finished piece, Imme Africa 
/ Get Up Africa is a tribute 
and a call to the people of that 
continent – their potential and 
responsibility.

Diallo’s most recent album 
Mosul released in 2014 was a 
collaboration with Quicksound 
of Montreal, and released on 
Tumbao records. He is presently 
working on a new album with 
Ahmed Fofana in Vancouver. 

Diallo’s musical inheritance 
is something he always wants 
to nurture and to build upon. 
He never strays far from these 
roots, while at the same time 
ensuring that his performances 
and his albums make use of the 
very latest advances in music 
technology.

“Diallo is an excellent 
guitarist and singer. If you have 
not heard his music, it will be a 
revelation.”— THE BEAT

The concert is sponsored 
by the Slocan Lake Gallery 
Society www.silvertongallery.
ca, and supported by the BC Arts 
Council. Doors open at 7, show 
time at 7:30, Sunday, August 
20. Tickets sold at the door only. 
Admission is $15 with special 
rates of $8 for students and only 
$3 for children under 12.

Alpha Yaya Diallo trio to play all-ages show at the Silverton Memorial Hall on Sunday,  August 20

by Jan McMurray
After an 89-day public 

comment period, Cooper Creek 

Cooper Creek Cedar submits new Forest Stewardship Plan to government for approval
Cedar (CCC) submitted its new 
Forest Stewardship Plan to 
government on July 17.

Bill Kestell, woodlands 
manager at CCC, says he 
doesn’t expect government 
approval of the plan until 
October or November, as 
ministry staff is stretched 
during this busy fire season 
and the FSP has to be referred 
once again to First Nations for 
60 days.

The public comment period 
for the FSP ended June 19. 
CCC received numerous pieces 
of correspondence during the 
comment period. Most of these 
comments resulted in “no 
material change to the FSP.” 
However, in the FSP, CCC 
commits to providing maps 
of specific cutblocks and road 
developments to individuals 
or interest groups who ask for 
them, and giving them 30 days 
to make comments prior to 
submitting the cutting permit 
application. CCC also commits 
to engage with organizations 
such as Friends of the Lardeau 
River, the Argenta Johnson’s 
Landing Working Group, and 
the RDCK throughout forest 
development in their areas of 
concern.

CCC also added all 
organizations that submitted 
comments to its formal 
‘Affected Stakeholder ’ 
referral list for the FSP. These 
organizations include the 

Argenta Johnson’s Landing 
Working  Group ,  CMH 
Helicopters, the Friends of 
the Lardeau River, Lardeau 
River Adventures, and Nelson 
Kootenay Lake Tourism. 

Bill Kestell explained that 
FSPs are legal documents 
required by the ministry under 
the Forest and Range Practices 
Act. They are landscape level 
documents – they are not site 
specific. “Right or wrong, FSPs 
don’t provide specific plans 
like the old legislation [Forest 
Practices Code] offered,” said 
Kestell. “However, we’re more 
than willing to engage with 
people in communities.” 

The company is posting 
regular updates to the Lardeau 
Valley community website 
(LINKS).

This new FSP includes 
all of Cooper Creek Cedar’s 
tenure – its original 9500-metre 
annual cut in the Queen’s Bay 
and Cascade Creek areas, and 
its approximately 60,000-metre 
cut in the North Kootenay Lake 
area, which it purchased from 
Canfor in 2016. So, this new 
FSP will replace the existing 
FSP for CCC’s original area in 
Queen’s Bay/ Cascade Creek, 
and the existing FSP for the 
North Kootenay Lake area.

In late 2015, Canfor 
purchased Meadow Creek 

Cedar ’s  forest  l icence, 
following an operating 
review by licencees in the 
Kootenay Lake area. During 
that operating review, BCTS 
gave up the Argenta Johnson’s 
Landing (AJL) Face to Meadow 
Creek Cedar. So, when Canfor 
purchased MCC’s licence, the 
AJL Face was included. CCC 
then purchased about 60% 
of the old MCC licence from 
Canfor in 2016, including the 
Argenta Johnson’s Landing 
Face. However, the AJL Face 
was not included in the old 
MCC FSP, being such a new 
addition to the area. CCC 
basically inherited MCC’s 
old FSP, so the AJL Face is 
not covered by an FSP at the 
moment.

“There are only certain 
areas where there is no FSP, 

and Argenta is one of them,” 
said Kestell. He pointed out 
that at a public meeting in 
Argenta in June, CCC promised 
they wouldn’t start any 
development in that area until 
their LIDAR mapping package 
is complete, which is expected 
to be in October. “So there’s 
no development in the Argenta 
area now except terrain work 
with terrain specialist,” he said.

Another CCC area without 
an FSP is Laird Creek, in 
RDCK Area E, which CCC 
acquired from BCTS during 
the operating review in 2015. 
CCC plans to build a road into 
Laird Creek late this year, but 
this is dependent on approval of 
the new FSP. Kestell said CCC 
would propose a public meeting 
to discuss that development 
with the community.

submitted
The Society for Nakusp 

Communi ty  Even t s  i s 
planning the next one – the 
Nakusp Fall Fair, Saturday 
September 16 at the Old Fire 
Hall Collective, 9 am-3 pm.  

Exhibi t  entr ies  can 
be dropped off on Friday, 
September 15 between 3 pm 
and 6 pm at the Old Fire Hall 
Collective. Judging will take 

SNCE now organizing 
the Nakusp Fall Fair

place at 7 pm. No entries will 
be accepted after 6 pm. 

All non-profit societies 
are encouraged to help 
c e l e b r a t e  t h i s  e v e n t . 
Contact the SNCE at 250-
265-2289 or email info@
nakuspcommunityevents.
com to express interest in 
participating, or to book 
a table for your craft or 
business.
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ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLEANING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

COMING EVENTS

TOWING

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & 
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th 

Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
F O R  F R E S H  F R U I T  A N D 
VEGETABLES from Cawston: Visit 
Tonys’ Roadside Fruit Sales in Silverton 
on Fridays beside the Hardware Store, 
8:30am-4:30 pm.
CHIAROSCURO PHOTOGHAPHIC 
GALLERY - Fine Art Photography by 
Patrizia Menton. Located at 123 Reiben 
Rd. Hills, 16 km north of New Denver 
(sign on highway). 250-358-2569. Visitors 
welcome! www.patriziamenton.com

WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and 
ongoing business training and coaching 
while you start your business. And if 
you’re eligible you will usually also receive 
financial support for the first year. To learn 
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
downtown New Denver every Friday, 10 
am to 2 pm – Fresh local produce, plants 
and flowers, baking and handmade artisan 
wares. For info: 250-358-2774.
AT  T H E  H I D D E N  G A R D E N 
GALLERY: Donna Hicks’ show Loose 
Ends August 14-19, reception, Tuesday, 
August 15, 7-9 pm. Music provided by 
local musicians Maya and Ezra Barker 
and Rebecca Laity. Plant Memory, a 
show in oils and acrylics on canvas by 
Tsuneko Kokubo, August 21-26, reception, 
Wednesday, August 23, 7-9 pm with ‘art 
music’ by Jeremy Down, Paul Gibbons and 
J Buttle. The Hidden Garden Gallery, 803 
Kildare St, New Denver is open 10 am to 
3 pm Monday to Saturday.

nature to invigorate your life with new 
ways of thinking, moving & living. This 
workshop is for those who are open to try 
something new, discover something ancient 
& evolving, & support a field of safe & open 
exploration for oneself & others. Robyn 
is a Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapist, 
certified Rebalancing Bodyworker and 
Authorized Continuum Movement Teacher 
based in Nelson, BC. http://robynirwin.
ca/about-continuum/ Wear comfortable 
clothes, bring yoga mat, cushion for 
sitting, & blanket. For more information 
& registration phone or email Celesttina: 
phone: 250-358-7267 email: chart7777@
gmail.com
BC YOUNG NEW DEMOCRATS host 
Kootenay Pub Night Thursday August 10, 
6:30 pm. The Dam Inn Restaurant & Bar. 
All ages are welcome! Live music and 
elected officials in attendance.
WANT TO LEARN HOW TO FELT or 
make an art batt? Travelling Fibre Art Road 
Show coming to Kaslo Langham Culture 
Centre August 19. www.flyinthefibre.
ca 250-402-6072
FUSION:  THE FUNDAMENTAL 
POWER of the Universe. A presentation 

on ITER - International Thermonuclear 
Experimental Reactor - a project Involving 
35 nations. The way to a new source of 
energy without deadly waste and by-
products. A presentation and discussion 
by Dr. Steven Lisgo, PhD, a Canadian 
physicist and member of the project team. 
Knox Hall, Thursday August 17, 7 pm. 
Everyone welcome.
LANGHAM GALLERY - TAIKEN: 
JAPANESE CANADIANS SINCE 1877 
and MEMORIES FROM HOME, August 
4 to October 29, RECEPTION September 
8. Traveling exhibition from the Nikkei 
National Museum, Burnaby, and artifacts 
from collection of Chuck Tasaka and 
the Langham museum. These shows 
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of 
Japanese Canadian Internment. www.
thelangham.ca
GRAHAM AND AARON ORD Live in 
Concert at the Langham Sunday August 
13 at 7 pm. Dynamic father and son duo 
performing on Celtic harp and guitar. 
Uplifting original, instrumental, and spoken 
word with a wry twist of humour. Tickets 
$10 at Sunnyside and Willow in Kaslo.

EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE AND 
SUSTAINABLE LIVING, Chuckleberry 
Community Farm - Workshop series 
about Emotional Intelligence, High 
Yield Intensive Gardening, Year-round 
Micro-green Production, Solar and Off-
grid Living Systems for Sustainability. 
Contact 250-359-6669, Facebook www.
chuckleberrycommunity.ca
KOOTENAY JACK OL’ SCHOOL 
TRIBUTE ’50s & ’60s: Friday, August 
18 at the Slocan Valley Legion Hall 502 
Harold St. Slocan. Door opens at 8 pm. $10 
at the door. The Legion welcomes members 
& guests!
INTRODUCTION TO CONTINUUM 
MOVEMENT~ for all bodies, with 
Robyn Irwin. Sunday, August 27, 1-5 pm 
Silverton Fire Hall (upstairs). Early bird 
rate: $75 (on or before August 15); $90 
thereafter. In Continuum we co-create the 
opportunity to explore the inner realms of 
our bodies, using vocal sounds, breath & 
awareness to resource, unwind holding 
patterns & restore a sense of peace, health 
& wholeness. This practice, for all ages & 
bodies, is an opportunity to take a journey 
into your deep fluid core & its healing 
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• Licenced Residential Builder #42639 
www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

HEALTH

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph) 

nakuspredimix@gmail.com

NOTICES

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

WANTED

RENTAL WANTED

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

PETS

COMING EVENTS

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

August 18, 
2017

VACATION RENTAL

EDUCATION

FOR SALE

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

YARD SALES

Even small ads get 
noticed in 

the Valley Voice

SERVICES

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

FOR RENT

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.caTHE LANGHAM Presents THE NEW 

CUSTOMS Tuesday August 15. Doors at 
6:30 pm. Dynamic folk duo from Winnipeg 
with a Celtic flavour, haunting vocals and 
soaring fiddle - Folking Amazing! $15 
Sunnyside and Willow. www.thelangham.
ca
CERTIFIED MANGO world jazz sextet. 
Concert in the beautiful Kohan Garden, 
New Denver. Sunday 13th August @ 2 pm.
JOIN THE SLOCAN VALLEY 
SENIORS’ HOUSING SOCIETY by 
August 20 to be able to vote at the AGM 
on September 19 at Passmore Lodge. Social 
and registration at 6:30 pm, AGM at 7pm. 
Current members can renew at the meeting. 
Membership forms available at www.
svhousing.ca or call Sue at 250-226-7144.
WHAT DO ASAHI BASEBALL, young 
boys’ dreams and Japanese Canadian 
internment in New Denver have in 
common? Find out on Sunday, August 20, 
2-4 pm, in the Kohan Garden. A family 
affair, for ages 8-100. See article page 12 
for details.

SINGING LESSONS / BEGINNER 
PIANO LESSONS in New Denver. 
Now scheduling for Fall 2017 with local 
musician, Kelly Coubrough, HBMus. 
Contact Kelly 250-777-2659.
CORRECTION FROM LAST ISSUE: 
Passmore MontessoRE Farm School is 
welcoming students 2-4 days/half-days 
a week beginning in September, not 1-3. 
Phone 250-226-2338 or email shejorie@
yahoo.com.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ 
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325.00 
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.

SILVERTON HOME, off-season rental, 
lake access and views, newly renovated, 
washer and dryer, pellet stove heat, No 
Smokers. Available mid September - June 1, 
$600 + utilities., call or text 250-354-3559.

FOR SALE: Mixed species local band-saw 
milled rough-cut lumber and timbers up to 
10” x 10”. Cedar 4” x 4”s, etc. 208 Laktin 
Road, Hills, BC. Call 250-358-7796.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
2011 Can-Am BRP ATV, 2,135 km, 
manual included, $3,500 firm. Older 16’ 
square-end fibreglass canoe, $200. 14’ 
utility trailer, new tires, roller bar & winch, 
detachable 2’ sides, two ‘Herc’ straps, $700. 
358-2275.
2005 HONDA ATV, 500 cc, 4x4, Forman 
ES, c/w electric winch, handwarmers, cargo 
box. $4,750. Phone: 250-358-7287.
SNOW BEAR TILT TRAILER - $650. 
Phone 250-358-7287.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and 
Thursday morning 8-9:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

ECKANKAR, The Path of Spiritual 
Freedom, offers an individual the spiritual 
tools needed to walk one’s own path to 
God. See www.eckankar-bc.ca for free info
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet - any dish or antenna; home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236 (w), 250-505-8392 (c).

TENT TRAILER FULLY EQUIPPED 
for family of four on private property, 
Lower Arrow Lakes close to Fauquier. 
Private beach with swimming, kayaking, 
boating, etc. Trailer has covered outdoor 
seating area and is well equipped with tables 
and chairs. $350 per week. Call 250-269-
7641 or email early@uniserve.com.

OLDER METAL GARDEN GATE 
wanted. Please call or text Rob at (250) 
540-7148 or email at robbiestaytuned@
gmail.com

GARAGE SALE: AUGUST 26-27, 9-4. 
Moving and downsizing everything. Selling 
household goods, clothing, furniture, tools, 
garden supplies, etc. 3911 Little Slocan 
South Road. 250-226-7300. trekking@
live.ca. 
YARD SALE, AUGUST 19-20 at 404 
Lake Ave., the old Mercado Restaurant, 
in Silverton. Antiques, furniture, clothes, 
household goods. 10 am to 4 pm. Rain date 
August 26-27.

For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 359-7310. For NA: 
New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from home, 
no kennels, acres of fenced play area and river 
swims. Call now to book your dog’s vacation. 
1-250-448-6553, www.barknrollinn.com.
90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build 
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at 
www.proudofmydog.ca

EMERGENCY FIRST AID WITH 
CPR-C: Sat Aug 26, 8:30am-4:30pm. 
$105. Crescent Valley Hall.

RENTAL SWEET RENTAL: The perfect 
tenant for your small house/cottage. 
Retired, single woman, non-smoker, no 
pets seeks long-term rental in a quiet 
setting – New Denver, Silverton, Rosebery, 
Hills, Slocan, Winlaw, Nakusp. Excellent 
references. 250-358-7711.
MATURE MALE looking for affordable, 
drama-free place to call home. Please call 
Brad at 778-363-0683.



The Valley Voice August 10, 201718 COMMUNITY

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Monday - 
Saturday

10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday 

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

SUMMER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
Realtor®

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

submitted
Donna Hicks’ first solo exhibition titled 

Loose Ends shows at the Hidden Garden 
Gallery August 14-19, with an opening 
reception Tuesday, August 15, 7-9 pm. Plant 
Memory, an exhibition of oils and acrylics by 
Tsuneko ‘Koko’ Kokubo, will run August 21-
26, with an opening reception Wednesday, 
August 23, 7-9 pm.

Loose Ends represents a sampling of 
the kinds of beauty Hicks sees in all things 
human and natural. She’s especially excited 
about this show because, as a proud art 
teacher, she has often shown off the work 
of her students but has never had a solo 
exhibition of her own work. You’ll see 
watercolours of chickens from her coop 
alongside the many colourful ladies painted 
during local life drawing sessions from the 
past two winters. Music at the reception will 
be provided by local musicians Maya and 
Ezra Barker and Rebecca Laity.

“You’ll find art to wear and use next to 

Hicks and Kokubo to exhibit at the Hidden Garden Gallery
pure eye candy,” she promises.  

Hicks trained as an art teacher in 1990 
and has lived in the Kootenays for the past 
13 years. In addition to sheep shearing, and 
moving and breaking sod, she works as a 
substitute teacher in every grade and subject. 
Her creative pursuits include watercolour 
paintings, papier mâché pieces, and jewellery 
from natural materials like deer antler and 
semi-precious stones. She and her bees are 
dabbling in encaustic painting, too. 

Kokubo’s show is a selection of works 
from the complete Plant Memory exhibition 
which first showed at the Kootenay Gallery 
of Art earlier this year. This series of large 
paintings in oils and acrylics on canvas 
explores edible and medicinal plants as living 
archives – repositories of history and culture 
in the Columbia Basin – and as metaphors 
for the migration of peoples. The reception 
for Plant Memory will feature ‘art music’ by 
Jeremy Down, Paul Gibbons and J Buttle. 

Tsuneko ‘Koko’ Kokubo was born in 

Steveston, BC in 1937 and raised in Japan. 
Returning to Canada in her late teens, she 
studied Fine Arts for four years at Vancouver 
School of Art (now Emily Carr University), 
focusing on drawing and painting. She has 
worked extensively in theatre as a performer 

(physical theatre and dance) and costume 
designer, and continues to do so. In 1990 
she returned to being a full-time artist 
working mainly in oils and acrylics. She 
draws inspiration from her forest garden, 
her mountain home, and her memories. She 

has exhibited widely and her paintings are in 
private collections in Canada, Europe, Japan, 
Mexico and the USA. 

The Hidden Garden Gallery, 803 
Kildare St, New Denver, is open 10 am-3 
pm Monday to Saturday.

submitted
The Columbia Basin Culture Tour 

allows you to explore artists’ studios, 
museums, art galleries and heritage sites 
during this free, self-guided event. This 
year’s tour runs August 12 and 13 from 10 
am to 5 pm. 

There are several stops to make in 
the Slocan Valley. The Slocan Valley 
Community Arts Council is hosting over 
10 of their members at the Crescent Valley 
Hall: Robyn Gold, Brian Moisey, Lynne 
Alexander, Barbara Curry Mulcahy, Evelyn 
Kirkaldy, Lily Andersen, Paula Cravens of 
Crazy Raven Studio and Barbara Brown. 

Slocan Valley well represented on Columbia Basin 
Another new multi-artist venue is Goose 

Creek Forge on Pass Creek Road, home of 
blacksmith Kevin Kratz and painter Yvonne 
Vanens Munro. Also at the Forge for the 
tour is Wigle Designs (jewellery) and Rusty 
Redstar, an artist of many media.

Cameron Stewart’s pottery studio, in 
Passmore, will also have Gunda Stewert 
of Orde Creek Pottery the weekend of the 
tour. Cameron’s work is hand-built thin slab 
porcelain pottery while Gunda produces 
functional stoneware pottery. 

South of Winlaw is the fine pottery 
studio of Robin DuPont, a contemporary 
ceramic artist specializing in atmospheric 

fired pottery. Visitors are invited to tour the 
various kilns. 

Mirage Studio welcomes you to 
see Frantisek Strouhal’s work. Using the 
materials and chemicals of our century, 
Frantisek reinvented the process he learned 
from books dating from 1850.

The Slocan Valley Threads Guild will 
be sharing a range of fibre craft works for 
show and sale, in their heritage schoolhouse.

Directories are available at tourist 
information centres and participating venues. For 
further information, call the CKCA at 250-505-
5505 or 1-877-505-7355. Visit www.cbculturetour.
com to view full artist/ venue profiles. 
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The Sentinel: a portal 
to transformation

Retreat Centre in Kaslo, BC
• Health and Wellness
• Leadership Training
• Community Building

www.sentinelbc.ca 
1.250.353.2246

by Jan McMurray
Former Kaslo residents Richard 

Kay and Gillian Maxwell – who met 
at the very first Kaslo Jazz Fest – 
have returned to open The Sentinel 
Retreat Centre on Kootenay Lake.

“We’ve been wanting to get 
back here, to spend more time in 
Kaslo, and I’ve always wanted a 
retreat centre. So we put the two 
things together and here we are. We 
are very excited about this project!” 
said Gillian.

The couple purchased a two-
bedroom house on six acres, with 
700 feet of lakeshore, just south 
of Kaslo, and are just finishing the 
first phase of renovations. When the 
Sentinel opens this fall, it will have 
nine bedrooms (most with private 
bathrooms), a dining room, and 
meeting rooms – all with lake views. 
By the end of October, there will 
be a large round building housing 
a meeting hall and two smaller 
meeting or clinic rooms. The plan is 
to expand the centre to 18 bedrooms 
in future.

The Sentinel Retreat Centre opening soon in Kaslo
In September, the Sentinel will 

open as a Bed & Breakfast while the 
retreat centre takes shape.

”Kaslo is a hub for healing and 
growth, and a place where people 
experience peace. I wanted to come 
back here to experience that and to 
make it available for others,” said 
Gillian. “People can come here to 
rejuvenate and heal whatever trauma 
they’ve had, whether it be physical 
or emotional. We’d also like to see 
our guests take whatever they’ve 
learned here back to their own 
communities to share.”

Workshop and retreat themes 
will be health and wellness, 
leadership training, and community 
building. There will also be 
healing therapies offered such as 
acupuncture, massage, and cranial 
sacral therapy.

The centre will host workshop 
leaders from out of town, but Gillian 
is interested in hearing from local 
alternative health practitioners, 
workshop or retreat leaders, and 
people interested in taking their 

guests on hiking, boating, skiing or 
other recreational outings. “We really 
want to integrate what the area has 
to offer with our centre, because we 
love it here,” Gillian said.

The couple is also creating 
a ¾-acre organic garden, and a 
labyrinth that will be available to 
the public.

The name, The Sentinel, “is 
all about guarding this pristine 
region and keeping it that way,” 
said Gillian. “Over the 25 years I’ve 
known Kaslo, it somehow seems to 
keep its essence and its wonderful 
environment. So we’re holding that 
space here.”

Gillian and Richard have been 
living in Vancouver’s downtown east 
side for the past 20+ years. Gillian 
has been involved in solutions to 
poverty and drug issues, and was part 
of a group who received a Queen’s 
Jubilee medal for opening the first 
supervised drug injection site in 
Canada. She is trained in negotiation 
and mediation, leadership, and is a 
personal coach.

Richard is a chef and has been 
in the furnished accommodation 
business for 20 years. “He’s got 
good business acumen, and he’s 
very creative – he designed the entire 
expansion here,” Gillian said.

The couple plans to have an open 
house at The Sentinel next spring.

Richard Kay and Gillian Maxwell have returned to Kaslo to open The Sentinel Retreat Centre.

submitted
On June 14 Richard Cannings, 

MP (South Okanagan – West 
Kootenay) introduced Bill C-360, 
An Act to amend the Navigation 
Protection Act (certain lakes and 
rivers in British Columbia). If 
passed, the bill would add some 

MP Cannings introduces bill to protect waterways in South Okanagan – West Kootenay
waterways in South Okanagan – 
West Kootenay to the navigable 
waters listed for protection, 
including Slocan Lake, Slocan 
River, Box Lake and Summit Lake. 
This change would fulfill a New 
Democrat campaign commitment 
and reverse changes made by the 

previous Conservative government 
in the last Parliament. 

“One of the more damaging 
legacies of the Harper Conservative 
government was the gutting of 
the Navigable Waters Act,” said 
Cannings. “With this bill, I am 
proposing to place back under 

protection some of the most vital 
and important lakes and rivers in 
our region, waterways that have 
sustained our communities and 
rightfully hold a special place in 
our hearts.”

Bill C-360 also represents a 
chance for the Liberal government 
to follow through on its campaign 
promise to reverse the Conservative 
changes to the Act. 

“The Liberals were elected 
on many promises, including the 
changes that I am proposing here 
to the Navigable Waters Act,” said 
Cannings. “It is my sincere hope 
that the government will remain true 
to their word, act on the measures 

proposed in this bill and not include 
their promises to protect Canada’s 
waterways to the pile of other broken 
promises that has been growing for 
the past year.”

If passed into law, Bill C-360 
will return protections to the Slocan 
River and Slocan, Summit and Box 
Lakes, as well as Skaha, Osoyoos, 
Christina, Tugulnuit and Vaseux 
Lakes, and the Okanagan, Granby, 
Kettle, and Pend d’Orielle Rivers 
and Christina Creek.

Visit the One & Only Sandon 
Historical Society Museum

in the brick building
Sandon, BC
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Studio Connexion Gallery invites you to its 9th 
       season

• July 26 - August 13: Carleen ROSS
• Aug. 16 - Sept. 2: T. MIRKOV-POPOVICKI
• Sept. 5 - 23: Robyn GOLD
• Sept. 26 - Oct. 7: Gail McMARTIN
The gallery will be open on Sat. Aug.12 & Sun. Aug.13, 10 am 

to 5 pm, to celebrate the Columbia Basin Culture Tour

joldhamfinehomes.com
“When You Want It 

Done Right”
For all your New Home 

Construction & 
General Contracting 

Needs!

Having trouble 
acquiring a new home 
construction permit?
We can Help. 

Contact Jesse Oldham (licenced HPO Builder)       
(cell # 250 551 2593) • jesseoldham@hotmail.com 

OPEN HOUSES IN THE 
NEW DENVER AREA

On Saturday August 12

     
 

    

    

On Sunday August 13

    

    

    

#2 805 Union Street - $239,000          - 2:00 pm
#4 805 Union Street - $255,000
MLS 2417872 & 2417873 - Finished and Unfinished Condos

802 Silver Cove 
Drive - $329,900       
- 11:00 am
MLS 2416376 - 3 
Bedroom Lakeview 
Home

307 Union Street 
- $109,000               
- Noon
MLS 2413772 - 1 
Bedroom Orchard 
Cottage

421 6th Avenue 
- $244,000                 
- 1:00 pm
MLS 2422011 - 2 
Storey Duplex

#2 805 Union Street 
- $239,000          
- 2:00 pm
#4 805 Union Street 
- $255,000
- 2:00 pm
MLS 2417872 & 2417873 - Finished and Unfinished Condos

296 Full Moon Road 
- $325,000          - 11:00 am
MLS 2415421 Rural Timber-
frame Home with views

711 9th Avenue - $130,000                 
- Noon

MLS 2415421 - 3 bedroom 
Manufactured Home

1105 Columbia Street - 
$245,000         - 1:00 pm
MLS 2419105 - 3 bed-
room home with new 
garage and studio

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

“I even made it to the Bugaboos 
a few years ago and that majestic 

scenery is  st i l l  s ignificantly 
represented in my work,” she says. 
“I’m thrilled to be in Nakusp and I’m 

sure that this beautiful area will soon 
show up in my paintings.” 

She has been trained in most 
mediums, starting with watercolour 
portraiture, oils, pastels, even egg 
tempera, an ancient technique seldom 
used these days. Gradually she 
gravitated toward acrylics as her 
medium of choice, varying her tools 
to suit the needs of the image. Tatjana 
spent years studying ancient methods 
of composition and the use of colour, 
while developing new techniques of 
applying acrylic paint. She takes it as 
her personal creative challenge to find 
as many ways to paint with acrylics 
as possible. 

“There are pieces in this exhibit 
which illustrate this new approach and 
direction I am taking. But my subject 
matter, the Canadian landscape, is 
still my main interest and inspiration, 
and I don’t see that changing anytime 
soon.”

Visit the artist’s website at 
mirkov-popovicki.com. 

Studio Connexion, located at 
203 Fifth Avenue in Nakusp, is open 
Tuesday-Saturday, 11-4 and will be 
open Saturday and Sunday, August 
12 and 13, for the Columbia Basin 
Culture Tour.

Rock Isle Lake, Banff, by Tatjana Mirkov-Popovicki

Serbian-Canadian artist to exhibit at Studio Connexion

submitted
Effective at noon (Pacific time) 

on Friday, August 4, the operation of 
any off-road vehicle for recreational 
purposes on Crown land will be 
prohibited throughout the Cariboo 
Fire Centre, Kamloops Fire Centre and 
Southeast Fire Centre. In addition, all 
on-highway vehicles must remain on 
defined road surfaces.

This step is being taken to help 
prevent human-caused wildfires and 
protect public safety. The operation of 
any off-road vehicles in these regions 
during the current wildfire situation 
creates a potential wildfire risk. While 
jeeps, trucks and other on-highway 
vehicles are permitted on designated 
roads, they are not allowed off-road.

The prohibition of off-road 

Off-road vehicles prohibited on Crown land in the Southeast Fire Centre
vehicles and on-highway vehicles 
does not apply to private lands 
or national parks. It also does not 
apply to emergency responders or to 
agriculture or commercial/ industrial 
users who operate vehicles for farming, 
emergency response or business 
purposes.

A map of the affected areas is 
available online at: http://ow.ly/
QTm330e9G5n

August is traditionally the most 
active part of the wildfire season. Given 
the number of fires currently burning 
in BC, the elevated fire danger ratings 
and the extremely dry conditions in 
many parts of the province, the BC 
Wildfire Service is strongly urging 
British Columbians and visitors to stay 
out of the backcountry in these regions.

The BC Wildfire Service is 
continually monitoring conditions 
and this prohibition may be expanded 
or rescinded as needed.

In addition, the public is reminded 
that almost all provincial parks and 
all recreation sites and trails within 

the Cariboo Fire Centre are closed 
due to wildfire risk. The travelling 
public should visit ‘safety tips for BC 
travellers’ at: www.bcwildfire.ca

Anyone found in contravention 
of this off-road vehicle prohibition 
may be issued a violation ticket in the 

amount of $767. If the contravention 
causes or contributes to a wildfire, the 
person responsible may be ordered 
to pay all firefighting and associated 
costs.

To report an off-road violation, 
call the RAPP line at: 1-877-952-7277. 

submitted
After 17 years in the cozy spot 

on Kildare Street in New Denver, 
the Hidden Garden Gallery intends 
to move to a new location for the 
2018 summer season. The gallery 
is unable to renew its lease at the 
existing location, as the septic system 
is underneath the gallery portion of 
the building.

In 2000, a group of local, arts-
minded individuals remodeled the old 
medical office, created the ‘hidden’ 
garden, became a society, and opened 
the doors of the Hidden Garden 
Gallery with the mission “to create 
and maintain a welcoming space 
where artists and the community can 
come together, fostering creativity 
and inspiration.” The gallery has 
consistently held a summer season 

Hidden Garden Gallery will be moving… somewhere
of 10 one-week art shows by local 
and regional artists and expanded 
its programming to include six Food 
For Thought lectures, the flim club 
every Friday from fall to spring, and 
cooperative ventures with Lucerne 
School, Slocan Lake Gallery Society, 
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance 
and Columbia Basin Trust. 

M a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d 
organizations have used the gallery 
in the off season for classes, meetings, 
art shows, AGMs, and parties. The 
hourly charge was kept reasonable as 
a thank you to our home community. 
That will no longer be possible and so 
these friends of the gallery will have 
to find new locations for their events. 

The Hidden Garden Gallery 
has always enjoyed the support of 
New Denver and Silverton. Artists’ 

receptions with local musicians for the 
community have become a summer 
tradition. For the past 17 seasons, 
well over 40,000 visits by locals and 
tourists have sustained the enthusiasm 
of the gallery’s 10-member board. 
Hundreds of volunteer hours have 
provided the backbone for both 
process and programming. 

To celebrate our 17 years, bring 
closure to our lovely gallery spot 
and look ahead to a new life in a 
new place, the board wishes to invite 
the community to a celebration on 
September 17. Save the date and 
details will be forthcoming. It is a 
special time to remember and to plan, 
to realize successes and anticipate 
new challenges, to thank our dear 
friends and invite them to come see 
us next summer. 


