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Wildfire season starts up with a fury – campfires banned in the area
by Katrine Campbell
From floods in the spring to fires
in early summer, Mother Nature is
pounding the province.
On July 7, Minister of
Transportation & Infrastructure Todd
Stone announced a provincial state of
emergency “to ensure a co-ordinated
response to the current wildfire
situation and to ensure public safety.”
Meanwhile, the Southeast Fire
Centre has banned all fires, including
campfires.
The day the state of emergency
was declared, there were 56 new
wildfire starts throughout the province
and evacuation alerts and orders were

issued in a number of communities in
the Cariboo. The extended weather
forecast is calling for continued
hot, dry weather, with risks of
thunderstorms in many parts of the
province.
The state of emergency gives
agencies such as Emergency
Management BC, the Fire
Commissioner, the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations and the RCMP authority
under the Emergency Program Act to
take every action necessary to fight
wildfires and protect residents and
their communities.
As of last Saturday, July 8, 262

wildfires had been recorded in BC,
36 of them in the Southeast Fire
Centre. All the local fires were either
extinguished or under control.
The centre’s complete fire ban
also means no “fireworks, sky
lanterns, tiki torches, chimineas,
burning barrels or burning cages of
any size or description.”
The BC Wildfire Service says fire
wardens are on patrol in the Southeast
Fire Centre and educating people
about the campfire ban that came into
effect July 7.
Recent fires, now extinguished
or under control, in the Arrow Fire
Zone include Mt Carpenter/Goat

Mtn (New Denver), Red Mtn Rd
(Silverton), Woden Creek (Burton),
and Saddle Mountain and Mt Jordan
(Nakusp). The fire at Hoder Creek,
halfway between Fauquier and Slocan
at the southwest corner of Valhalla
Provincial Park, was still listed as ‘out
of control’ July 8.
The Red Mtn Road fire, which
covered 0.4 ha, was fought by the
New Denver and Area Volunteer Fire
Department along with provincial
firefighters. Although a number of
neighbours claimed the fire was
started by an illegal slash fire that got
out of control, Fire Chief Leonard
Casley said that might not be the case.

“They had done a slash pile burn
earlier in the year. Obviously, it was
smouldering underground and had
rekindled. It’s not uncommon.”
The fire is under investigation,
but the Southeast Fire Centre says it
has no further information. Anyone
found in contravention of an open
burning prohibition may be issued
a ticket for $1,150, required to pay
an administrative penalty of $10,000
or, if convicted in court, fined up to
$100,000 and/or sentenced to one year
in jail. If the contravention causes or
contributes to a wildfire, the person
responsible may be ordered to pay
all firefighting and associated costs.

by Skye Cunningham
The Society for Nakusp
Community Events (SNCE) outdid
themselves by organizing a spectacular
July 1st party to celebrate both Canada
150 and Nakusp 125.
A multitude of community
members participated in the annual
Nakusp Canada Day parade, with
floats ranging from the newest fire
engine driven by Fire Chief Terry
Warren to retiring Arrow Lakes
Ambassadors Kennedy Pazurik and
Sydney Bone leading reigning royalty
Mikala Lewis-Morrison, Jade Gueret,
Maija Larder, and Taylor Poulin.
Activities in the park kicked off
with the opening ceremonies at 12
noon at the gazebo. The Nakusp Choir
and Andreea Myhal sang Oh Canada
in both French and English and Ty
Klassen later sang the ‘Nakusp Song.’
Kiara McLean, local resident with
a bachelor’s degree in social work,
made a speech about the indigenous
side of Canada Day. She spoke of
all the traumatic experiences the
indigenous people have suffered.
The Truth and Reconciliation
Commission’s recommendations,
which were released in the last year,
helped her find the incentive to make
a speech. “There really is a call to

action” to help indigenous people and
educate others, she said.
At the end of the opening
ceremonies, Ambassadors LewisMorrison and Gueret cut the Canada
150 cake, donated by Interfor and
made by Debbie Guest, alongside
Mayor Hamling.
The kids’ zone, hosted by
Sufferfest, Nakusp & Area Youth
Network, Nakusp Medieval Society,
Overwaitea, and Jennifer Chocolates,
offered an array of activities for
all ages, and the Nakusp Rotary
concession was as popular as ever.
However, celebrations this year
went above and beyond the usual kids’
zone and concession stand in the park.
The SNCE decided to go the live
music route.
“The idea to have bands was a
board decision with the intent to have
a family-friendly event for people of
all ages in our community to enjoy,”
said board representatives.
The purpose of this event was to
“attract more tourist dollars for local
merchants” and was held on July 1 to
guarantee a good turnout.
The SNCE board members found
themselves relying on a small group of
volunteers, and that made it difficult to
pull off all four activities: the parade,

the gazebo area events, the outdoor
live bands, and the indoor dance.
H o w e v e r, t h e b o a r d s a i d
the “positive feedback has been
o v e r w h e l m i n g . ” Wi t h t h e
encouragement from people during
and after the event, they have
confirmed that they will continue
their event planning efforts in the
community.

The outdoor music included 23
North, a local band that has been going
strong for over 15 years; the Mike
MacKenzie Band, formed in Calgary
and inspired by guitar-heavy bluesrock; Kytami, a “violinistextremist”
who mixes classical and electronic
and performs with a DJ and a hip-hop
artist; Skavenjah, a SKA band with an
affinity for Nakusp; and Mariachi Del

Sol with award-winning lead singer
Octavio Carrillo.
The indoor dance later that night
showcased the Foggy Goggle Boys,
a five-piece acoustic bluegrass band
from Rossland; and Brickhouse, a
hip Vancouver-based blues funk band.
The government, local business
sponsors, and community partners
contributed funding to this event.

(PHOTO BY SKYE CUNNINGHAM/VALLEYVOICE)

Canada 150 goes live in Nakusp: July 1 party is spectacular

Skavenjah performs at the outdoor live music event in Nakusp on Saturday, July 1, 2017.
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Report reveals BC’s community forest sector is thriving
by Art Joyce
The BC Community Forest
Association (BCCFA) has released
an economic analysis of community
forests throughout the province, titled
‘Community Forests, Community
Benefits.’ It’s a good news/bad news
story.
On the one hand, community forests
are thriving. The 23 tenures surveyed
– out of a total 51 licenses across BC –
paid out over $25 million in payroll and
consulting fees for community forest
management over a 10-year period from
2003–2013. These fees overwhelmingly
went to contractors in the communities
they serve, keeping the money in local
economies.
On the other hand, the forest sector as
a whole has seen employment plummet
by 42% over the past 20 years due to
increased mechanization and centralized
‘supermills.’ This despite the fact that the
total volume harvested over that period
has remained consistent at between 62
million and 85 million cubic metres per
year from 1991 to 2014.
“Employment in BC’s forest sector
peaked in 1995 with a labour force of
103,000, a year when the timber harvest
was 74.6 million cubic metres,” notes the
report. By 2014, the forest sector labour
force had dropped to approximately
60,000.
A similar steep decline has also
hit the province’s processing plants
at the same time as actual production
increased. Between 1990–2013, pulp
and paper plants decreased steadily,
from 36 to 22, while sawmills dropped
from 131 to 70. Only pellet plants saw
an increase, from five in 2005 to 11 in
2013. These declines are “the result
of significant levels of investment in
upgrades, technological advancements

and increased lumber recovery values in
the remaining sawmills in the interior…”
The steady downward trend “has hit
smaller, forestry-dependent communities
particularly hard…almost all of the
Timber Supply Areas (TSAs) that the
18 rural communities are located in
have seen a reduction in the number of
processing facilities between 2001 and
2013. These closures have often led to
population and labour force loss in the
communities.”
In Kaslo, for example, population
declined by barely over 2% while the
total labour force dropped from 500 to
375 – a 25% decrease. Kaslo area mills
dropped from five to three between 2001
and 2013. Nakusp saw a 10% drop in
population while experiencing only
a 5.5% decline in total labour force.
But the number of mills in the Nakusp
area was cut in half, from seven to only
three. Harrop-Procter saw a population
decline of just under 5%, but like Kaslo,
lost two of the five mills that were in
operation in 2001. “Collectively these
18 communities have experienced an
overall six percent decline in population
at a time that the provincial population
has grown by 13.6 percent,” concludes
the report.
As any village councillor can tell
you, this has a direct impact on local
taxation revenue. “Historically, the 18
communities … have also depended
to a large extent on industrial property
taxes to fund their municipal operations
and capital programs,” with all but two
of them being primarily dependent on
forestry revenue. This has been further
aggravated by the forest industry’s
continual pressure on municipalities for
lowered taxation. Collectively, these
communities experienced a decline of
almost 35% in the industrial property
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tax share over the period studied, placing
tremendous strain on smaller rural
municipalities to find alternate sources
of taxation revenue.
By contrast to large forest
corporations whose profits are often
exported, community forests have a
solid track record of keeping profits and
employment within their communities.
Just in one year – 2013 – the 23 reporting
community forests paid out over $4.5
million in payroll and consulting fees for
community forest management.
Community forests polled for this
report created almost 810 direct FTEs
(full-time equivalent jobs) in 2013,
with an additional 1,051 FTEs created
by indirect and “induced activities.” It

estimates that 808 FTEs would create
approximately $44 million in direct
employment income and a further $41
million in indirect employment spinoffs.
Since 2003, just the 23 community
forests participating in this study had
collectively invested a total of $17.3
million of community forests’ profits
back into their communities to the end
of 2013. The employment created by
community forests is especially vital to
communities that have lost significant
forest sector employment.
The report concludes that, “Against
a pervasive trend of sawmill closures,
forest sector job loss and reduced
municipal industrial tax revenues,
community forests offer rural

communities and First Nations an
opportunity to directly benefit from the
forest sector operations surrounding their
communities. Community forests are
also an important source of fibre for small
value-added wood manufacturers in rural
BC. This is also an important role since
many value-added operators continue
to indicate that access to fibre remains
a major issue for them.” It adds that,
“with continuing climate change it will
be important to continually manage fire
risks in the forest/community interface
areas. As several community forests have
demonstrated this is a role community
forests are very well suited for.”
To read the full report, visit the
BCCFA website.

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Integral Forestry Co-op
(SIFCo), the Slocan Valley’s community
forest tenure holder, is currently doing
fuel treatment work along the Galena
Trail between New Denver and Three
Forks.
Sections of the trail between New
Denver and Three Forks will be closed
temporarily during weekdays while the
work is underway. The trail will always
be open on weekends. SIFCo plans to
stop the work on the trail on July 21,
and to come back in October to finish up.
Signs are posted at the trailheads
at Denver Siding and Three Forks to
inform the public of the closures and of
the details of the project.
“We’re cleaning both sides of the
trail, making it a linear fuel break,”
explained Stephan Martineau of SIFCo.
“We’re creating a band of protected land
around the village.”

Martineau said they are taking only
the smaller trees, and chipping all the
material. “We’re not lighting fires at this
time of year,” he said.
The Galena Trail is part of a larger
project to protect New Denver from
wildfire. SIFCo has been working on
the New Denver project for a year, and
expects to be finished by summer 2018.
When they come back in the fall, they
will complete the Galena Trail treatment,
including part of the section between
New Denver and Rosebery. They’ve
already completed 16 ha of treatment
between Silverton and New Denver.
The remaining work is along Carpenter
Creek within the village, a small piece
along the lakefront, and the Mori Trail
and another 5 hectares between Silverton
and New Denver.
The New Denver project is one of 11
landscape-level fuel treatment projects
SIFCo hopes to complete in the Slocan
Valley. “We need landscape-level fuel
breaks, and that’s what we’re working on
in the Slocan Valley. New Denver is one
of them. We have 11, and we currently
have applications for funding out there
to get a few of them done, including
New Denver and Silverton.” It will take
5 to 7 years to get them all done,” said
Martineau.
The New Denver project will
cost $430,000. Ninety percent of the
funding is coming from the Union of BC
Municipalities, 5% from CBT and 5%
from the Village and SIFCo. SIFCo has
also accessed funding from the Forest
Enhancement Society of BC (FESBC)
for six other projects. They have just
completed two of them: a 59-hectare
fuel treatment project up Winlaw Forest
Service Road, and a 31-hectare project
up Ponderosa Forest Service Road near
Lemon Creek.

The third FESBC project is up
the Hewit Mine Rd. near Silverton.
Martineau says they are halfway into the
harvest. They will leave 50% of the trees,
and then do the post-harvest cleanup.
Other projects include 9 ha on Lemon
Flats and 35 hectares in the Anderson
watershed in Appledale.
Funding has also been approved for
SIFCo to do prescriptions in the Trozzo
watershed and for ‘Silverton phase 3,’
which will connect the Hewit Mine
work with the work they did on the Dead
Horse Trail in 2010-11. The result will
be an almost 160-hectare continuous
fuel break.
“That’s what we mean by a
landscape-level fuel break – they are
large,” explains Martineau. “All blocks
within the break are located strategically,
and they have a combination of different
types of fuel treatment. Some are 50%
retention while others are just cleanup –
just removing the understory and limbing
the larger trees, with no commercial
harvest.
“The aim is to leave a healthier
forest that’s able to adapt more easily to
climate change,” Martineau continued.
“We try to leave behind the species we
believe are most likely to survive over
the long term with climate change.
If we do any planting, we introduce
drought-resistant, fire-tolerant species,
and we reduce forest density so the forest
can be supported by the moisture and
temperature regimes that are forecasted.”
Martineau says that although these
projects are costly, they are a very good
investment in the long term. “If we even
avert one fire like the Springer Creek fire
of 2007, there will be a major savings for
the Province. It cost $11 million to fight
the Springer fire, so a few million to do
pre-emptive work is well worth it.”

SIFCo is doing fuel treatment work on the Galena Trail
between New Denver and Three Forks until July 21

SIFCo is currently doing fuel treatment work along the Galena Trail between New Denver and Three Forks.
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No new projects for Columbia Power Corporation: reduced staff, uncertain direction
by Jan McMurray
With the Waneta Expansion project
substantially complete and no new
projects on the horizon for Columbia
Power Corporation, CPC has reduced
its staff by more than a third.
“The organization had to take a
hard look at staffing levels and make
some difficult decisions when a couple
of things happened – the Waneta
Expansion project came to a close,
and development of new projects was
discontinued,” said Johnny Strilaeff,
who became the acting president and
CEO of Columbia Power Corporation
on April 9 this year. Strilaeff is also
the president and CEO of Columbia
Basin Trust.
Strilaeff explained that CPC had
put a lot of effort into trying to identify
other feasible hydro projects in the
region. “After reviewing the options
and the feasibility, development efforts
were discontinued in late summer last
year,” Strilaeff said.
The two projects studied were
power generation on the Duncan

Dam north of Kaslo, and upgrading
the Elko Dam & Generating Station
near Fernie. Both facilities are owned
by BC Hydro. Strilaeff reports there
is currently no business case for either
project.
“At this point in time, given the
costs involved and the low energy
prices, there is no feasible business case
for Duncan. Does that mean forever?
No, but at the moment, that was the
conclusion,” Strilaeff said.
Information on the CPC website
says that the decision on the Elko
project was to defer it, as BC Hydro
“will not have an energy need when
the project was scheduled to come into
service. In the future, when there is a
need for additional energy, and as part of
BC Hydro’s Integrated Resource Plan
process, the redevelopment options for
Elko facility will be revisited.”
The slowdown at Columbia
Power also triggered a review of the
structure of the organization. Before
the provincial election, CPC had begun
discussions with CBT and the former

School District 8 on hiring spree for 2017-18
by Jan McMurray
For the first time in many years,
School District 8 Kootenay Lake will
be increasing rather than reducing
staff in 2017-18.
Deanna Holitzki, Human
Resources Manager for the district,
says she’s held the HR position for
seven years and this is the first with
no reductions. “This is truly exciting
for students, families, and employees
in School District 8,” she said.
The district has been approved
for 39 full-time-equivalent teachers
through the Classroom Enhancement
Fund (CEF), established as a result of
the Supreme Court ruling in favour
of teachers on the issue of class size
and composition.
Of the 39 new FTE teachers,
Holitzki said the Slocan Valley
family of schools will see about
eight and the Kaslo/ Meadow Creek
family of schools will see about two.
Holitzki reports that the district
has posted about 95 teacher positions
and 40 CUPE positions so far this
summer, and has filled most of
them. The 95 teacher postings were

both part- and full-time, and were
for CEF positions as well as to fill
vacancies as a result of retirement,
resignation, and leaves of absence.
Many of the 40 CUPE postings were
for Education Assistant and Special
Education Assistant positions.
“We have had an excellent
response to our postings, with many
of the postings drawing dozens of
highly qualified applicants,” Holitzki
said.
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BC Liberal government on “different
structural options to provide greater
value to the Province,” Strilaeff said.
“With the change in government, that
work sits to the side for the moment and
we will look to revisit that work when
we have a new minister.”
Strilaeff says CPC and CBT work
very closely together, so he is happy to
maintain his acting CEO role with CPC
and continue his role with the Trust
until the government has established
itself and “picks up the review we’ve
started, or conducts its own, or provides
some direction. It would be helpful to
have a clear direction on the longer
term future of this structure.” He said
it will be up to the Province to decide
if the public will have any input during
the review of the structure, but the
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Crescent Valley
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public will definitely be informed of
any decisions.
When asked about the impact
of CPC’s new situation on CBT’s
income, Strilaeff said the completion
of Waneta Expansion and a new
power sales agreement at Arrow Lakes
Generating Station were responsible for
a significant increase in revenue, but
with those agreements now in place,
revenue will grow much more modestly
– in line with inflation or near inflation.
The Columbia Power Corporation
is a Crown corporation, wholly owned
by the Province of BC. The original
mandate of the corporation as set
out in the Columbia Basin Accord
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of 1995 was to develop, build and
operate three power projects – Brilliant,
Brilliant Expansion, and the Arrow
Lakes Generating Station – and to
distribute the profit from the three
projects evenly between CPC and
CBT. A third partner, Fortis Inc., was
brought into the fold for CPC’s fourth
project, Waneta Expansion. Columbia
Power managed the construction of
the Waneta Expansion project on
behalf of the owners: Fortis Inc. 51%,
Columbia Power 32.5% and Columbia
Basin Trust 16.5%. Columbia Power
uses its income to reinvest in project
development and to pay dividends to
the Province of BC.
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OPINION

G-20 Bilat

Trump said to Putin, “I don’t want
to be rude
And I just want to express my
gratitude.
If it weren’t for your cyber attacks
and your spies
I ’ d s t i l l b e s e l l i n g Tr u m p
Steaks and Ties.”
Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

Oh Canada –
our home ON
native land

This truth is the first step to
reconciliation. 150 years of settlers
is only the most recent chapter in
the story of the many nations who
have been at home here since the
dawn of human time. More funding
for people’s needs – which doesn’t
include rubber ducks of any size!
Eleanor Quirk
New Denver

Digging for a
climate future

When, as individuals and global
communities, we chose to look at
the available data on the causes and
effects of our current climate change,
there was overwhelming evidence
for both the cause and effect. So,
as global communities including
national governments, we then try
to organize for collective action to
remedy a collective threat.
Unfortunately, there are still
individuals, and regional and
national governments that have yet
to grasp the important role they can
play to alter the outcome of our selfmade climate dilemma.
Next to being president of
the USA, one of the other few
jobs where you start at the top is
digging a hole. Rather than digging
a hole, I would consider heeding the
comment from Christiana Figueres,
former UN climate chief: “We stand
at the doorway of being able to bend
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the emissions curve downward by
2020.”
Now is not the time for digging
holes.
Ron Robinson
Nelson

Justin Trudeau’s
betrayal

Whatever your view is on
electoral reform in Canada, the
bigger issue is that a silver tongued
Justin Trudeau who asked for our
trust, who promised us a government
that would listen to Canadians,
who promised an end to draconian
austere governance, has just twisted
the knife. That he betrayed us on
February 1 by dropping his oft
repeated promise to end First Past
The Post and make every vote
count is still unbelievable. That
he broke his promise, offering up
weak excuses which neither he nor
the Liberal MPs believed, not to
mention the thousands of engaged
Canadians, is insulting. That he now
admits to us that he never intended
to go forward with any system other
than his favourite is numbing. How
can you stand bald-faced in front of
millions of people who trusted you
and say it was all a ruse, a nice little
game you call open and transparent
government? You may feel better
after your little confession, but I am
piping angry.
Ann Remnant, Fair Vote
Canada Kootenay leader
Nelson

Nudity

Once again, somebody
somwehere was offended by a woman
breastfeeding in a coffee shop. Such
nudity! How indecent! So they put a
sign up: ‘NO BREASTFEEDING.’
Curious. I entered a very classy
business to have a piece of jewellery
repaired. A new employee was sitting
behind the counter, her voluptuous
breasts offered up on a platter. No,
I could not see her nipples, but the
cleavage was such that I could almost
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look down to her navel. And that, of
course, is perfectly acceptable.
Two teenage girls entered the
coffee shop where I was having
lunch. Both were wearing a bikini
consisting of three small triangles:
two to cover the nipples and a third
to cover such pubic hair as remained
after careful shaving. Oh, and an
elastic around their ponytails. Cute.
Attractive. Totally acceptable.
What, I’d like to know, is so
offensive about the small patch of
bare skin visible when a baby is
nursing? If that embarasses you,
can’t you look the other way? That’s
what I do when I see a man relieving
himself against a wall or a tree.
Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Emergency
services in New
Denver area

I hope everyone had a fun, safe,
and great long weekend. The New
Denver Emergency Services had
a very busy one! On July 1 alone,
New Denver Fire Rescue responded
to a record number of calls: five in
one day, two of which were critical
in nature.
New Denver Emergency Services
include the New Denver and Area
Volunteer Fire Department, British
Columbia Ambulance Service,

Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
and the Slocan Community Health
Centre Emergency Department.
These dedicated volunteers and staff
members deserve a huge shout-out
for giving up their long weekend
to ensure that these services were
maintained in our community and
surrounding areas. So a big thank you
goes to the paramedics, constables,
firefighters, nurses, physician, and all
other emergency department staff at
Slocan Community Health Centre
who were able to assist those in their
time of need.
The same people in our
community work endlessly to cover
all of the emergency services here
in New Denver and in surrounding
communities, and these same people
often wear multiple hats within our
local emergency services – fulfilling
dual roles, working double shifts
and stepping away from paid jobs
to ensure coverage and service
is maintained. These services are
always looking for new members/
staff. Your contribution would be
greatly appreciated in our small
community!
If you have any interest in
joining our collaborative team
please contact: Sara Rainford for
BC Ambulance Service (sara.
rainford@bcehs.ca); Leonard
Casley for New Denver Fire/
Rescue (250-551-4003); Interior

Health for Emergency Department
Staff (Physicians and Nurses) jobs.
interiorhealth.ca or interiorhealth.ca/
sites/betterhere/
Leonard Casley
Fire Chief
New Denver and Area Fire
Department

Climate
Reality Leader
available for
community
presentations

We are at a critical time, when
the impacts of climate change are
getting more severe. This latest heat
wave is just another local example
of our changing climate. Yet we
also have an exciting opportunity to
create a better world by addressing
the issue.
I recently had the privilege of
attending Al Gore’s Climate Reality
Leadership Training in Bellevue,
Washington. I was selected as one
of 35 Canadians to go, joining 800
people from 25 countries. This threeday training focused on the latest
climate science, communication
techniques, and ways to effectively
collaborate with others to address the
climate crisis.
continued on page 5
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continued from page 5
As a Climate Reality Leader, I
have access to Al Gore’s up-to-date
slide deck – hundreds of visually
engaging slides covering a number
of topics to help explain the crisis
and solutions. I look forward to
offering presentations to groups in
our community who would like to be
kept current about this pressing issue.
I can cater the presentation toward
your group’s particular interest.
Ten years have passed since
the screening of An Inconvenient
Truth, and some of the impacts of
our changing climate have been
alarming. Next month we will all
have the chance to hear more about
these impacts and solutions when An
Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power
is shown at local theatres. By staying
active and engaged in the community
– as part of a global initiative – I feel
hopeful that we can avoid the worst
of these climate change impacts.
Your first step to action is to learn
more about what is happening and
what you can do. As the only local
Climate Reality Leader, I would be
honoured to present to your local
group. You can contact me at ccl.
westkootenay@gmail.com.
Laura Sacks
Tarrys

Western Toad
crisis at Fish
Lake

My wife and I had a picnic
at Fish Lake a week ago and I
immediately noticed there was a
75% drop in the number of tadpoles
from last year. In twelve years we
have never seen such a rapid decline.
So what do you suppose caused
this population crash in one year?
The government will blame the
deaths on more traffic, but the
obvious cause in my mind was the
ridiculous fence that the biologists
erected last year. This solid fence
forced tiny toads to travel 150 metres
east to a highway bridge before they
could migrate north under the road.
No big deal you might think? Well
these toads have been programmed
over thousands of years to go north.
Every engram and instinct coded into
their DNA tells them this. Blocking
the north migration route forced
them to go east against all instinct,
and that assumes the toads knew
enough to turn right at the fence
and not left. If they turned left, they
still had to cross the highway. When
you are a tiny toad, one to one and
a half centimetres long, and must
travel 150 metres or more in the
wrong direction, that is 10,000 body
lengths. To put this in perspective,
if the animal was the size of a deer
this fence would force it to go an
equivalent 15 kilometres in the
wrong direction.
This hare-brained fence not only
destroyed a beautiful picnic site
for weeks, it was an ugly scar on a
spectacular lake, as well as I think

the major contributor to the steep
population drop this year. Yes, a lot
are killed crossing the highway (but
there were a million of them), and
there is more traffic, but if you can’t
think of anything better than fences
then leave them alone. That’s why
nature creates populations that only
need a 2% survival rate to remain
healthy.
We can only pray these ‘biologists’
stay in their offices reading textbooks
and avoid anything logical to do with
nature and wildlife. Otherwise these
misguided experts will wipe out (in
four years) a natural wonder that has
taken Mother Nature thousands of
years to evolve and perfect.
Bruce Freeman
P. Biologist (retired)
Kaslo

Kaslo and Area
Medical Care
Society

What do you, the people of Kaslo
and area, want? Is it a hospital with
a functioning 24/7 ER or a Primary
Health Care Centre? A hospital with
acute beds, as well as nurses (RN)
on duty throughout the full 24-hour
day, and with the doctor(s) on call
to provide the 24/7 emergency care
– this provides certainty for all the
people in the area.
The Primary Health Care Centre
(PHCC) has ER only five days per
week and only 9 to 5. This puts the
onus on the first responders and
ambulance attendants to do what
they can within their regulations.
It has been said many times that
the doctors of today are choosing
lifestyle when considering their
employment options. The people
looking for emergency medical care
could be forgiven for valuing their
life over a doctor’s lifestyle choice.
The overpaid, part-time doctors of
the PHCC should open their eyes and
ears when a large group of people are
saying they want a hospital and 24/7
emergency care restored in Kaslo
and area.
The IHA is currently stonewalling
our society and its members since our
questions regarding ER are not being
answered. They have said that they
will only deal with elected officials.
Those same elected officials have
capitulated on this issue to the IHA.
The IHA should run hospitals and
not clinics. They are taking monies
for rural emergency care and topping
up the salary of PHCC doctors
without requiring them to provide
24/7 emergency care. This sweet
deal is cheating the local population
of any chance of re-instituting 24/7
emergency care.
We have experienced the PHCC
model long enough to see it in its
fullness. It is at best a half-measure
and its efficiency (i.e. services
rendered for tax money spent) is
sub-par.
Independent clinics have
operated widely throughout the

province for many years and this
is the model that would be best for
us. The IHA should assist us in this
effort as it is really the right thing for
all concerned.
James T. Morris
President, KAMCS
Kaslo

Ymir watershed
logging

No homemaker in his right mind
would employ a contractor to do
any work on his property when he
knows that the contractor assumes
no liability if he screws up on the
job. The residents of Ymir are not
gullible. They know that if logging
in their watershed – approved and
promoted by BC Timber Sales –
degrades the quality or quantity of
their drinking water, then BCTS
cannot assume any responsibility.
Such is its legislative mandate.
No one in his right mind would
allow some profit-driven corporation
to jeopardize a benefit he enjoys
without payment or compensation.
Yet this is what the employees of the
Arrow Lakes Forest District of BC
expect the residents of Ymir to do.
The good intentions of these
employees are irrelevant. Two local
examples will suffice: the desecration
of the best scenic view in Slocan
Valley with a massive clearcut on the
flank of Toad Mountain, and the lack
of supervision of the operations of
Meadow Creek Cedar (forest) Corp.
The former thanks to the Arrow
Lakes Forest District and the latter
thanks to Kootenay Lake Forest
District. In the Ministry of Forests’
own words: “Meadow Creek has an
extensive history of non-compliance
in managing financial and legal
[including forestry] obligations
under the license.” How could this
possibly have occurred except for
willful negligence by the Ministry
of Forests until a point had been
reached when it could no longer be
publicly ignored? Remember, we are
repeatedly assured beforehand that
the highest standards of logging will
be used. True. There is, however, no
equally firm commitment that they
will be enforced.
There is worse to come: BCTS
is premised first and foremost
on industrial-scale logging. Its
employees will admit that their
logging plans are based on the
logging machinery – principally
the trucks and yarders – rather than
requiring that the equipment be
appropriate to the scale of the site.
No one in his right mind would hire
a carpenter whose only tools were a
sledgehammer and maul to build a
set of kitchen cabinets. The analogy
aptly describes what BCTS plans to
do in Quartz Creek drainage, which
supplies Ymir with its water.
A sane, ecologically sound
logging plan for this tiny drainage
would be to remove 1/100th of 1/20th
of the trees each year, depending on
the rotation age and how much of
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the valley is to be logged. This is
not possible with industrial-scale
logging. If responsibility is delegated
to the residents of Ymir, they may
decide to establish a small sawmill
near the bottom of the valley.
Then it may be possible for
logging forwarders to carry the logs
a few kilometres down a narrow
road to the sawmill, rather than to
have the logs transported by whole
tree logging trucks to a sawmill 100
or more kilometres away. Standard
BCTS roads are extremely expensive
to build, and with no assurance
that the cost will be recovered by
stumpage, these costs will be borne
by: (1) the environment, (2) the
residents of Ymir, in the form of a
degraded watershed, and (3) by the
people of BC in lower return on their
forest or worse as a hidden subsidy
to the forest license holder if the
costs of road construction exceeds
the value of the stumpage.
Compared to industrial logging,
woodlot operations can double
the number of forestry jobs and
can double the value of timber
harvested. It is well beyond time to
give local residents responsibility in
such matters. Otherwise, we have
only a semblance of democracy,
lightly masking an unholy rule of
bureaucrats and plutocrats.
David Clark
Nelson

Dear editor

Please do not publish
this confidential letter, which I
accidentally intercepted and which
may, if misunderstood, damage the
reputation of our super great prime
minister.
Sjeng Derkx
Nelson

To the members
of the ERRE
committee

Dear members,
I heard through the grapevine that
some of you are upset about what I
said today; you know, the bit about
that I never was planning to listen
to any of that electoral reform stuff
unless you joined my wisdom in the
great Alternative Vote system? Well,
I am upset that you are upset with
me, and let me start with asking you
this question: Was your father ever
prime minister? Next: How many
times has your topless picture been
all over the world?
But let’s talk about those socalled experts you consulted. These
are adults who have wasted their
entire lives studying and practicing
this dry stuff, and you take people
like that seriously? Seriously?
And you just kept on listening and
listening, even though almost all of
them recommended a proportional
system for Canada, which is clearly
wrong! Did you ever ask them how
many drama classes they had taught?
Did you ask them if Ivanka Trump
has the hots for them? I bet you didn’t

ask any good questions or they would
have given good answers, not these
bad ones.
And the public? Why did you
bother with them in the first place
when decades of polling have shown
that they are completely entrenched
in these ridiculous ideas about
proportional election results. Did
you ask these people if their family
is photogenic? Did you ask them if
they look really hot in a canoe? Had
any of them ever been taken on a free
helicopter ride to an island owned by
like super rich people? None of the
above I bet.
What you don’t understand is
that as an MP, your job is to correctly
guess what goes on in my great
mind, and then vote accordingly.
Why on earth do you think we have
parliamentary committees if not to
confirm what I already know? And
you really thought that I was serious
about electoral reform because I
promised... hey folks, wakey wakey,
that was an ELECTION! And you
know as well as I do (or rather,
almost as well) that elections are
about getting votes, and who won
the election....??
It is clear to anyone who has paid
attention that I am like super great,
and I have not even touched upon
the greatness I have derived from all
those selfies, from sitting on Fidel
Castro’s lap once, or from boxing
with a Conservative (And who won
that? Who won that, eh?).
In closing, I hope that you, that all
MPs, that all those so-called experts
and the public now understand and
remember this: I am little Justy
Trudeau, and you, you are not.
Sort of sincerely yours,
Justy Trudeau
Ottawa
(This is a satirical piece submitted
by Sjeng Derkx)

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

SUMMER PET SAFETY TIPS
Beware of dangers of hot pavement and
hot cars. Temperatures inside a vehicle
can rise rapidly to dangerous levels, even
if you have the windows cracked open.
Hot pavement can burn the pads of your
pet’s paws, so take your walks in the
early mornings or late evening, not in
the heat of the day.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com
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New Denver council, June 27: Community paramedic makes presentation
by Katrine Campbell
• Dean Spankie appeared as
a delegation to talk about the new
community paramedicine program
in New Denver. Since being named
as the community paramedic, he has
been undergoing orientation and job
shadowing and is about to start his
position. The program was started to
look after the elderly who make many
911 calls. Spankie told council the
traditional methods are expensive and
stretch resources too thinly. Community

paramedics prevent health care crises
by calling on seniors and people with
chronic illness, doing safety checks in
their homes, and teaching them about
healthy living, how to avoid chronic
illness or to manage the illnesses they
already have. The aim is to keep seniors
healthy and in their own homes longer.
Spankie said he will carry a pager,
so dispatch can use him in case of an
emergency. He also asked council for
ideas on community health education,
which would be offered to anyone who

Kaslo and New Denver Community
Pharmacys
DID YOU KNOW…

Confidentiality is a priority at the Kaslo and New Denver
Community Pharmacys. Our clients can meet with our
pharmacists in our private consultation rooms. Your privacy is
paramount at your community pharmacy!

Dedicated to Your Health

309 6th Avenue, New Denver • 250-358-2500
403 Front Street, Kaslo • 250-353-2224

wanted to learn.
• The community forum on bears
was very well attended, with about
50 people showing up. There were
comments on how well the Village has
done with the Bear Smart program,
and some suggestions. CAO Bruce
Woodbury noted many people were
surprised at how many agencies were
involved in trying to keep bears out of the
village and in their own habitat.
• Councillor Heather Fox and Mayor
Ann Bunka reported on the Keeping It
Rural conference, which was attended
by about 100 people. Communities
shared information and ideas on staying
viable, and Fox and Bunka said “it was
just about people stepping up” and doing
what was needed. Bunka did a tour of the
Central Okanagan RD composting site;
the finished compost is “free to anyone
with a truck and a shovel” but the district
can’t get rid of it all. Grand Forks is just
starting a ‘kitchen composting’ program.
• The Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission met June
22 in a Committee of the Whole to
discuss the CBT Community Directed
Funds, Bunka reported. The Food Hub
in the lower valley, a project of the West
Kootenay Permaculture Co-op, changed
direction when it realized its plans for
education and farmer outreach would

work better with a mobile unit rather than
a building. The new mobile commercial
kitchen would help to encourage farms
and farmers with production, storage,
marketing and education. Most of the
commissioners felt the group was “on
the right track” with the idea. However,
they won’t consider releasing the final
payment of $15,000 on the $65,000
grant until they receive a full report by
the end of 2017 and proof of insurance
of physical assets, proof of liability
insurance, proof of health and safety
permits, signed agreements or letters
of support from names partners and
prospective partners.
• The Outlet Youth Centre was given
permission to use the parking spaces in
front of its building to hold a car wash
from 5 to 8 pm on July 4 to raise money
for the New Denver Nursery School.
The original plan was to wash only one
vehicle — the winner of a silent auction
— but was changed to be open to anyone
who wanted a clean vehicle.
Councillor Heather Fox asked if
there was a problem with limited parking
on Main St, as two businesses in the
same block have outdoor gazebos, but
Woodbury said the problem was during

the day, not between 5 and 8 pm. Any
runoff from the car wash will go into
dry wells.
• Staff were directed to assist the
Slocan Lake Garden Society to place
interpretive signage in the Kohan
Garden. The SLGS, or ‘Slugs,’ created
an Ecosystem Restoration Plan in 2011
and have competed restoration work
in two zones along the waterfront: one
at the Kohan Garden and the other
below Bellevue St along the Mori Trail.
Interpretative signage was part of the
project, but was delayed until now.
• The organizers of the 17th annual
Antiques and Collectibles Street Fair
were granted permission to close Sixth
Ave (Main St) between Kildare and
Josephine Streets from 8 am to 3 pm on
July 23. The event may take place in the
Bosun Hall, but the organizers want to
keep their options open.
• Council gave final adoption to
Solid Waste Management Reserve Fund
Establishment Bylaw #708, 2017.
• Council approved and adopted the
2017 annual report. It had been made
available to the public for comment
on June 9, but no comments or written
submissions came in.

by Jan McMurray
The newly purchased trailer that
will house the Kootenay Food mobile
kitchen classroom was on display at the
West Kootenay Permaculture Co-op
AGM, held June 27 at Emery Herbals
in Winlaw.
The co-op started talking about
creating a community food centre in
2015, and received a $65,000 grant
from the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission last year
to support the project. They worked
on a brick and mortar facility at first,
collaborating with Alpine Divine Foods
and then with WE Graham School and
Community Service Society. But it
just wasn’t coming together. “While
we all share a vision for creating space
for community and food, it’s a tricky
puzzle to figure out when working with
boards, charities, districts and private
enterprise,” said President Shauna
Fidler during her presentation at the
AGM.
That’s when the community food
centre project morphed into a mobile
model rather than a brick and mortar
building. The co-op decided to purchase
a trailer and fill it with equipment
such as propane burners and tanks,
folding stainless steel work tables, a
washing station, bags and sealer for
packaging, pots and pans, canning tools,
a dehydrator unit, a projector, screen,
mic and speaker, and more.
“The trailer is simply a mobile

storage tote, filled to the brim with
everything we need to roll out and pop
up!” said Fidler.
The mobile unit will be used for
workshops and work bees (where
volumes of food will be processed in
season), and can be set up at established
markets and festivals in the area. It will
be on site at the co-op’s special events
this year, including the Eat the Garden
tour, Pickle Palooza, Press Fest, and
Farm Food Fork in Creston.
The group also plans to host two
pay-what-you-can dinners out of the
mobile unit this year, the first at Pickle
Palooza in the fall.
The co-op is looking to partner with
others on projects with the trailer rather
than lend it out. Any community group,
farm or school with a need for the trailer
and equipment is more than welcome to
contact the co-op.
This year, the group has received a
$50,000 CBT Community Development
grant to support the development of
process and protocol around education
and value processing of local foods,
developing an annual calendar of
events, hosting workshops and skills
training, and liaising with community
groups and schools.
In June 2018, the co-op is hosting
the Kootenay Herb Conference; keep
your eyes peeled for more information
on this four-day event.
Visit kootenayfood.com for more
information.

Kootenay Food mobile
kitchen classroom ready to roll

PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR LEASE
NAKUSP
218 Broadway Street, Nakusp.
Ground level (former BDO space) for lease.
Available immediately.
Call West Kootenay Property Rentals Inc.
250.359.5021
info@westkootenayrentals.com
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Summer program for kids at Nakusp Library
submitted
Hooray for summer! Summer
is probably most people’s favourite
season. It is a wonderful time for
reading, and it is an important time
for children to read. Study after study
has shown that children who don’t
read during the summer lose reading
skills, while those who do spend time
with books improve their reading.
Nakusp Public Library invites

children of all ages to join ‘Walk
on the Wild Side,’ BC’s Summer
Reading Club. The library has
planned fascinating programs every
Wednesday all summer, including
learning about butterflies, fish, seeds,
flowers, animals, weather, and bugs.
Many Wednesdays include craft
projects.
The library is delighted to have
magician Leif David returning for

another fabulous show on July 20 at
4 pm featuring wild animals, wild
weather, and wild imagination! Leif
David’s show is ideal for family
audiences of any size, with magic,
audience participation, comedy,
and music.
A program which is guaranteed
to be a highlight is ‘Bugs!’ on
Wednesday August 2 from 1 to 2
pm. Naturalist Daniel Hellyer will

submitted
The Nakusp FireSmart
Program is hosting a free FireSmart
Community Champion Workshop
on July 19 at 6 pm at the Emergency
Services Building, 300 8th Avenue
NW.
Participants will learn how
they can prepare for wildfire by
recognizing the little things that
put homes at risk, and how they
can instigate effective ‘neighbours
helping neighbours’ solutions that

reduce the risk of wildfire losses.
Workshop topics include:
wildfire hazard recognition; simple
FireSmart solutions; how to develop
an action plan and where to find
support for implementing it; how
to network with fire professionals
and other concerned residents; and
how the basic process used by the
FireSmart Communities Program
reduces the risk of wildfire losses.
The workshop features
interactive discussions, practical

exercises, and opportunities to adapt
solutions to local issues.
To learn more about the
workshop and how to register,
contact Bree Lillies at 250-354-8120
or firesmartnakusp@gmail.com.
The Nakusp FireSmart Program
is sponsored by the Village of Nakusp,
Nakusp and Area Community
Forest, and the Nakusp Fire
Department. For more information
go to nakuspcommunityforest.com/
projects/firesmart-program/.

submitted
Based on the tremendous
success of the pilot year in 2016, the
Root & Branch Harvest is pleased
to continue offering this service to
the community of Nakusp and area.
The project offers a free service
of fruit harvesting as well as the

removal of windfall and damaged
fruit from properties. Usable fruit
is shared among fruit tree owners
and volunteer pickers and the
community.
The project aims to reduce the
waste of fruit while increasing the
use and security of local food.

submitted
Longtime Nakusp Secondary
School Scholarship Society board
members Ken Watson and Caroline
Huyter have retired.
In recognition of their service –
Watson’s 32 years from 1984 to 2016
and Huyter’s 23 years from 1993 to 2016
– directors Lee-Anne Marshall, Kathy
Bone and Val Hill presented them with
framed prints by local artist and NSSSS
board member Audrey Jansen.
Ken Watson was a founding
member of the Society in 1984. He was
the society’s secretary and provided the
necessary framework for the operation
of the society.

Caroline Huyter became an official
member of the Society in 1993. She was
an original supporter of the society and
has been instrumental in the society’s
preparations for the grad ceremonies.
Members of the NSS Scholarship
Society are: Ernie Knecht, Cam Leitch,
Andrea Coates, Audrey Jansen, LeeAnne Marshall, Kathy Bone, and Val
Hill.

The issue of bears is addressed
by removing attractants from
properties with the goal to reduce
bear-human conflicts.
Education of fruit harvesting,
care, and processing is offered in
workshops throughout the season.
If you are a fruit tree owner with
more produce than you can manage,
register your fruit trees as soon as
possible for the 2017 season. If you
are interested in food preservation
and taking home a portion of the
produce harvested, sign up to be a
volunteer picker. Please call Project
Coordinator Julianne Hughes at 778206-0040 for further details.

Nakusp FireSmart hosts wildfire preparation workshop

Root & Branch Harvest gears up for 2017 season in Nakusp

Long serving scholarship
society directors recognized

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Request for Tender
The Burton Community Association is
requesting tenders for
• Exterior Re-staining of the Community
Hall (approx. 2900 sq. Ft.)
• Refinishing of two front benches
Bids must be received by July 27/2017
Bidders must have WCB coverage and
prior experience
For information and viewing please
contact: bca@burtoncity.ca
Gabi at 250-265-0089

share incredible facts about the
creepy, crawly insects and bugs of
our area and elsewhere. Anyone who
has been on a field trip with him, or
seen one of his slide shows, comes
away intrigued and has more respect
for the world of the small. “Daniel
should go on the road with his
presentation. He is a professional and
so fascinating,” said one participant.
Registration for the Summer
Reading Club is free. Kids receive
a reading record to help keep track
of their summer reading fun; if they
complete it, they will be awarded a
medal at the end of the summer. Even
young children who can’t read can
join – older children or adults reading
to them counts as reading time.
The BC Summer Reading Club
motivates kids to read (or be read to)
regularly, which helps to maintain or
improve their reading skills while
school is out. It makes reading fun by
inviting kids to read what they want
and when they want. The expert staff
at Nakusp Public Library can help
kids find just what they like, whether
it’s a print book, graphic novel,
audiobook, e-book, or magazine.
The BC Summer Reading Club
OUR EMISSIONS

The majority of greenhouse gas emissions
(GHG) in the Columbia Basin are caused
by: Large Industry 58%, Transportation
17%, Residential 12%. With no large industry here, the CBT report states that by far the
highest causes of GHG emissions in New
Denver and Silverton are Transportation
(especially light trucks, vans, SUVs) and
Residential, with Community Solid Waste
being third.
slocanlakess.com
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is sponsored by the British Columbia
Library Association, with financial
support from Libraries Branch,
Ministry of Education, and the RBC
Foundation.
For more information, call the
Nakusp Public Library at 250-2653363 or visit the website: nakusp.
bc.libraries.coop.

Expect Pedestrians
Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Canada Day 150 Celebrations

The Nakusp Volunteer Fire Brigade
members would like to thank the
following for their support and
contribution to our successful Pancake
Breakfast and Fireworks Display.
• Overwaitea Foods (duck race)
• R & A Logging (firewood)
• T. Martin Trucking (hauling wood)
• Crescent Bay Const. (fireworks site)
• A. L. Ready Mix (sand for site)
• Nakusp Home Hardware & Building
Supply (forklift)
• Sheila Anderson (propane, etc.)
And all the volunteers that jumped in
to help
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SLOCAN VALLEY

Village of
New Denver

SPRINKLING RESTRICTIONS

Residents of the Village of New Denver are asked to observe the
following rules regarding the use of sprinklers within the municipal
boundaries:
Level 1 Sprinkling Restrictions:
No sprinkling between 10:00 am and 6:00 pm

PROPERTY TAXES DUE

Village of New Denver property taxes bills have been issued and are
due before 4 p.m. on Monday, July 17, 2017. A 10% penalty will be
applied to all amounts that are outstanding after the payment deadline.
Eligible residents must return the completed Home Owner Grant claim
form to the Village Office by the July 17th deadline in order to avoid
penalty. Payments may be made in person at the Village Office
(by cash, cheque or debit), by mail, or online through the Kootenay
Savings Credit Union.

ARBOUR DAY

The Village of New Denver would like to advise residents that the next
Arbour Day collection will take place in the fall and the Public Works
crew will not be collecting yard and garden waste that is placed curbside for collection until that time. Residents are asked to ensure that
all yard and garden waste that accumulates over the summer remains
on their private property, not on Village lanes, roads or boulevards.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Slocan Valley

HOME HARDWARE
Canning
Supplies now
in stock!!
river floating
toys/tubes

New booklet released in Slocan History Series
submitted
Have you ever wondered what your
town looked like 100 years ago? New
Denver residents can now find out,
thanks to the latest booklet in the Slocan
History Series, Early New Denver.
Written by Henning von Krogh and
series editor Cole Harris, Early New
Denver is a condensed version of von
Krogh’s inventory of historical buildings
in the village that was published last year.
With reprints of original town lot maps,
panoramic townscape photos and plenty
of historical details, this booklet takes
you on a brief but enlightening journey
to the past.
With so many demands on our
attention these days, the series is
designed to offer readers bite-sized
pieces of regional history, easily readable
at one sitting – and at a recommended
retail of only $8, easy on the wallet.
Published by Art Joyce’s limited
edition press Chameleon Fire Editions,
each booklet averages about 40 pages
and is lavishly illustrated with historical
photos and images. This is the sixth in the
Slocan History Series, which includes
Boom Days in the Slocan, Beginnings
of the Bosun Ranch, Industry and the
Good Life on Idaho Peak, Mist and
Green Leaves: Japanese Canadians on
the Harris Ranch, and Newspapers and
the Slocan in the 1890s.
“This is an account of a small town,

5763 Hwy 6, Winlaw 250-226-7771 • 250-226-6748 • open 9-5 daily,10-4 Sundays

Summer
watering
supplies
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Need to
cool off?
Fans of all
shapes & sizes

Wire fencing • Wood posts/treated
and untreated • Electrical • Plumbing
• Irrigation • Fasteners • Household
Supplies • Gardening Supplies • Tools
• Fertilizers • Soils • Manures
New Owners — Fred & Pearl Dutoff

Now
Mixing
Paint!

Pet Food &
Accessories

New Denver, during its first decade,”
writes Harris in the introduction. “The
almost instant creation of a mining
rush, it began in a speculative frenzy,
then grew much more slowly than its
promoters had hoped. Yet, unlike most
of the townsites created in the Slocan in
the early 1890s, it survived the mining
rush…”
Harris notes that the mining boom
in the Slocan Valley kicked off in 1891,
with claims being staked mostly in the
mountains. Only about a dozen men
remained the following winter to camp
on the delta of Carpenter Creek, building
makeshift cabins along the lakeshore.
“Next spring, most of them headed
back into the mountains, in so doing
anticipating the delta’s relationship to
the mines and mining camps behind it.”
New Denver thus became “a portal to
the mines, a service centre, a place of
residence, but not, itself, a mining camp.”
From the beginning, people built
homes here that were intended to last.
“By the beginning of May, 1892, some
twenty log cabins and, perhaps, two or
three frame buildings lined the lakefront
north of Carpenter Creek,” forming
the foundation of the village we see
today. New Denver’s main street was
a stump and boulder-pitted mud track,
requiring board sidewalks to be built in
deference to the ladies who would later

arrive. Photos in the booklet illustrate
these rudimentary beginnings. Excerpts
culled by von Krogh from the various
local newspapers of the 1890s provide
more fascinating details. A few original
buildings are still standing, among them
Bosun Hall, Turner United Church,
Hoben’s general store (today’s New
Denver Community Pharmacy) and
the original Bank of Montreal (today’s
Silvery Slocan Museum).
Harris concludes the booklet with
an interesting demographic study based
on the 1901 census, showing that New
Denver was colonized primarily by those
from outside BC. It was after all the “last,
best West,” an opportunity to make a
fortune from the silver rush, though few
besides mining executives actually did
so. The majority of settlers came from
Ontario and the US, and overwhelmingly
they were of Scots, English, and Irish
nationality or descent.
The Slocan History Series is
available at the following regional
retailers: in New Denver at the Silvery
Slocan Museum, Raven’s Nest Gifts, and
Mountainberry Foods; Sandon Museum;
Silverton Building Supplies; in Kaslo at
1896 Books and Jewelry and the Kaslo
Community Pharmacy; in Nelson at
Otter Books, Booksmyth, Touchstones
Museum of Art and History, and the
Chamber of Commerce.

by Art Joyce
A fund has been established to
raise money for New Denver pottery
artist Anita Dumins, who has suffered
a relapse of her cancer. She was
successfully treated for breast cancer in
recent years, but it recently metastasized
into her pelvis and ribs. Add to that the
breakdown of the family vehicle, leaving
her unable to get to treatment centres in
Kelowna and Vancouver, and the need
suddenly becomes urgent.
Her condition led to a fractured
pelvis, confining her temporarily to a
wheelchair. But her attitude remains
confident.
“The fantastic doctors are importing
parts from Germany to stabilize my
pelvis so that I will hopefully walk
again,” says Anita. “Surgery will happen
as soon as possible with chemo to follow.
I am keeping my chin up, but do not have
the ability to be the ever-ready bunny
that I usually am. This is another bump
in the road.”
For the Dumins-Vilks family, that
has meant the need to get help with
meals. Richelle Johnson and Signy
Fredrickson of Lucerne School have set
up an online meal volunteer schedule at
the Meal Train website. Those wishing to
help out by cooking a meal can register a
date of their choosing on the site.
The fundraising is being handled
by Julia Greenlaw and Valerie PiercyWilson through the New Denver branch
of the Kootenay Savings Credit Union.
According to Johnson, “the goal for
fundraising is twofold: immediate
costs of approximately $2,000 to get
Anita’s car fixed and running again so
that she may drive to her appointments
and treatments; the ongoing cost of
treatments, tests and travel, and the
fact that she is unable to work.” A
bottle drive to raise car repair funds is
currently underway. Another way to
support Anita is to visit her upcoming

art exhibition ‘TANGENT: An Abrupt
Change of Direction,’ July 10-15 at the
Hidden Garden Gallery and purchase
her work. She departs from her pottery
practice to exhibit drawing, painting and
printmaking. The opening reception was
held on Monday, July 10, 7-9 pm with
music by New Denver musician Noel
Fudge.
You can make a donation to the Help
Anita Fund by depositing into KSCU
account #1428697 either in person or
though online e-transfer. To volunteer
to cook a meal, register at https://www.
mealtrain.com/trains/e7361l

Fund created to help New Denver cancer patient

ArtWalk comes to New
Denver and Silverton

submitted
ArtWalk 2017 takes place in
New Denver and Silverton July 14 to
September 10, bringing local artists and
businesses together to make art easily
accessible to residents and visitors.
The event highlights the wonderful
array of artists residing in the community
and features an eclectic collection of
their works, which will be exhibited at
participating businesses in New Denver
and Silverton. This year 18 artists living
between Winlaw and Hills will exhibit in
eight venues, with more than 45 pieces
that include paintings, photography and
fibre arts.
An ArtWalk map will be available
at local merchants to guide you through
the exhibits. The organizers invite you
to stroll among the wonderful shops and
businesses in the villages and view the
unique, high-quality art being created
here.
Come to the opening celebration on
Tuesday, July 18, 6:30 pm at the Camp
Café in Silverton. Meet ArtWalk artists
and enjoy a musical performance by
Kelly Coubrough and Rebecca Laity.
There will also be an art slideshow,
refreshments and celebration cake.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

July 13, 2017 The Valley Voice

Nakusp council, June 26: North Road services project delayed
by Jan McMurray
• Director of Operations Warren
Leigh reported that the project to expand
water and sewer services to nine North
Road residents has been delayed. A
large portion of the private roadway that
was going to house the infrastructure
sloughed away on April 26. The road will
be reconstructed in a different location,
70-80 feet farther into the bank. The
project is on hold until the road work has
been completed. Re-engineering will be
required for the sewer system. The cost
of the project may change, which will
require a new petition from residents and
a new borrowing bylaw. Council adopted
the bylaw to borrow up to $210,000 for
the project, but won’t actually borrow the
funds until the fall. By this time, costs
will be finalized.
• Lake Water Restoration was hired
to de-sludge the lagoons for $105,661.50.

The project is underway and is expected
to be completed October 31.
• The project to replace 2” galvanized
water mains, funded largely by the
Clean Water & Wastewater Fund grant
($511,128 of a $615,817 project), was
to start soon.
• Parks and Recreation Director
Terry Welsh provided a report on the
hot springs, chalets and campground.
An online booking system has been
fully implemented, and a social media
campaign is being developed. A month
by month report on revenues for 2014,
2015, 2016 and 2017 show that overall,
revenues have climbed significantly year
over year. The May 31 road washout had
a negative impact on the facility, but staff
is to be commended for persevering,
Welsh said. Mayor Hamling thanked
Village and Hot Springs staff for their
work while the road was closed, and

asked that a thank you letter be sent to
Bart Chenuz, Ministry of Transportation
Area Manager, for his work getting the
road re-opened.
• Welsh also reported that the
washrooms at the parks are being locked
nightly, due to vandalism concerns, and
the tennis court was re-opened June 12
after completion of the resurfacing.
• Kate Tupper donated a metal
sculpture, ‘Modern Wingback Chair.’
It was installed at the waterfront. The
Village will send her a letter of thanks.
• Council adopted a fair trade policy,
to serve only Fair Trade coffee and tea
at public meetings hosted by the Village
and to sell only Fair Trade coffee and
tea at the hot springs. In January 2009,
council passed a resolution to support
becoming a Fair Trade Town. Official
designation as a Fair Trade Town was
received in April 2009.

by Jan McMurray
Longtime Nakusp Rotary Club
member Kees van der Pol has just
finished his year as District Governor
of Rotary District 5080, which extends
from Golden in the north to Washington
State in the south.
This is the first time that there has
been a District Governor from Nakusp.
His role was to provide leadership,
motivation and guidance to the 60 clubs
in the district. He says he really enjoyed
travelling to all 60 clubs and seeing all
the good work they are doing.
Another highlight of the year was
hosting the annual district conference
in Nakusp.
“Most people didn’t know where
Nakusp was, but there were 196
registrants, which is a really good turnout
for a small club. They loved the venue
[arena auditorium] and the food, and they
all fell in love with Nakusp,” he said.
Kees’s greatest accomplishment
as District Governor came during the
conference when he had a surprise
opportunity to raise funds for PolioPlus,
Rotary International’s campaign
to eradicate polio worldwide. The
surprise opportunity came along with
six Rotarians from Washington who
showed up to the conference in Nakusp
on bicycles as a fundraiser for PolioPlus.
Kees reached out to all the clubs in the
district and asked them to pledge some
funds for the cyclists. With the clubs’
pledges and matching funds from the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation and the
Government of Canada, Rotary District
5080 raised a total of $101,000.
Kees continues his district work
this year as Immediate Past Governor
on the district council. He’s also on the
finance committee and has taken on the
role of district membership chair and co-

registrar for the Pacific Northwest PETS
(President Elect Training Seminar).
Kees has been on the Rotary Club
of Nakusp for 14 years. “It’s a great
opportunity for people in the community
to connect with other leaders in their
town to do good and to develop those
friendships,” said Kees. “We’re always
looking for people who have service in
their hearts. If anyone is interested in
joining a group that’s really committed
to making the community a better
place through service, they can contact
Mayumi and I.”
Kees’ wife Mayumi is this year’s
president of the Nakusp Rotary Club.
She accompanied Kees on his travels
as District Governor, and after visiting
almost all the clubs in the district, she
was inspired to take on the role of
president of the Nakusp club.
Mayumi has been a member of the
Nakusp Rotary Club for five years, and
is very happy to be part of the Rotary
community. “Rotarians come up with
excellent ideas and they follow through
with them, but then they go even further
– they look at the experience to see if
there’s anything they could do better
next time.”

Mayumi’s goals for the Nakusp club
this year are to increase membership
and to complete the final phase of the
Waterfront Walkway Lighting project
– to add lights at Spicer’s Garden.
The Nakusp Rotary Club meets every
Wednesday at the Broadway Deli at 5:45
pm. Contact Mayumi to learn more: 250265-0002 or mayumivdp@gmail.com.

Nakusp Rotarian Kees van der Pol reflects on year as District Governor

Kees and Mayumi van der Pol at the Rotary
International convention in Seoul, South
Korea in June 2016.

• Council received information
regarding paving of the north side of the
Emergency Services Building, including
an email from Councillor Zeleznik, an
email from the Director of Operations,
and a copy of a 2015 quote from Selkirk
Paving. Council noted that this should
be included in a future capital budget
for debate.
• CAO Laurie Taylor reported that
the Village continues to struggle with
staffing shortages. One Public Works
crew member is off on WCB and the
office administrative assistant is off on
long-term disability.
• The 2016 annual report was
received, and is available on the Village
website. In the ‘Message from the Mayor’
in the report, Mayor Hamling says: “We
applied for Rural Dividend funding in
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2015 for a Hot Springs Marketing plan
for $10,000 and this was completed in
2016. We also received $50,000 from
CBT for a Trails Masterplan. We applied
under the CBT Recreation grants and
received $350,000 for our arena roof
and $234,000 from the NACFOR legacy
funds to complete the project – $584,000.
In 2016 we also applied for $100,000
from the Rural Dividend for a downtown
revitalization plan – the good news of
this would come in 2017.”
The financial section reports that the
Village was carrying $1,179,077 in debt
as of December 31, 2016, for upgrades
to ice plant ($93,150), auditorium roof
and solar panels ($246,172), repairs to
hot springs ($580,858), construction of
Emergency Services building ($89,992),
sewer lift station ($168.905).

A Celebration of LIFE for
Eva Maria Desaunoy will
be held at the Nakusp
Senior’s Hall on
Saturday, July 29, 2017
from 1:30 to 4:30 pm
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Kaslo Community
Pharmacy

5th Anniversary Celebration
				August 1
Drop by for cake
and super instore
savings!!!
Serving your health and wellness needs for 5 years!

Dedicated to Your Health
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Arrow Lakes Ambassadors (left to right) Maija Larder, Taylor Poulin, Jade Gueret, and Mikala Lewis-Morrison pose for a picture in front of the
public beach in Nakusp on Saturday, July 1, 2017.

Nakusp locals Gord Marshall and Dave Madden teamed up as ‘M & M’ and entered the Long Course Relay at the Burton Amazing Race & Relay
on June 24. They placed second in their category, right behind ‘The Substitutes’ from Nelson. The event included a one-kilometre paddle, a
20-kilometre bike ride and a five-kilometre trail run. The Burton Amazing Race & Relay was the fifth event of the Sufferfest Series 2017.
PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

403 Front Street, Kaslo • 250-353-2224
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This man was one of many artisans demonstrating their craft at the FibreFeelia
festival held in New Denver June 24–25.

COMMUNITY

SUNDAY
JULY 23

Katharine Dickerson demonstrates how to use ancient spindle technology to create
wool thread at the FibreFeelia festival held in New Denver June 24–25.

COMMUNITY
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The ever-popular Anthony Maxinuk was presented with the Silverton Community Club Youth
Service Award at Silverton’s Canada Day celebrations.

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

Somalian refugee family the Abukars were part of this year’s Canada Day parade in Silverton.

FibreFeelia Fest thanks our sponsors and
donors for a successful event!

Sponsors: Columbia Basin Trust, Village of New Denver, Village of
Silverton, Slocan Solutions Society, RDCK, CKCA, CPC, Rec Comm #6,
Valley Voice, Sweet Dreams Guest House, Sew Much More, Silvery Slocan
Historical Society
Door Prizes Provided By: Gordon Fabrics, Trend Tex, Apple Tree
Restaurant, New Market Foods, New Denver Pharmacy, What’s In
Store, Valhalla Pure, Silverton Building Supplies, Raven’s Nest, Garden
Graces, Rutabagas, Mountainberry Foods, Frenchie’s Burgers and
Fries, Sanderellas, NURU
Thank you to all our amazing workshop instructors, vendors and volunteers!

The WE Graham Community Service Society’s Food Bank Garden was featured in this year’s Slocan Valley Eat the Garden Tour July 9. Fran
Frobb, garden manager, and Dayna Fidler, event coordinator, are pictured here at the garden, where food is grown for the food bank through the
efforts of youth and volunteers.

318 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC 250-265-3288
Kayte Rock of Soup du Jar won an Influential Women in Business Award from Kootenay Business Magazine. Rock’s homemade soups are
putting New Denver on the culinary map. Her creativity, work ethic and success are inspiring women throughout the region.

SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212 • FAX: 250-226-7351

Guest
House
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Slocan Valley Historical Society unveils history tour signs
each of which depicts critical moments
in Slocan’s early development. Johnson
was also critical in obtaining funding
for the project, including a grant from
Canada 150.
Lindsay added that the society has
recently acquired the Innes Cooper
archive of Slocan memorabilia, one
of the largest so far. Future plans of
the society include restoration of the
Buddhist monument in the cemetery as
well as a village history by Ellen Warner.
“Slocan is rich in two ways,”
said Lindsay. “We have the lake and
spectacular mountains plus our history,
going back thousands of years with
the First Nations, as well as the 1890s
mining boom history.”
RDCK Area H Director Walter
Popoff unveiled the Arlington Hotel
sign, saying he has been a supporter
of the project. The Arlington was
built in 1896 and torn down in 1952,
just missing the heritage preservation
wave of later years. It was between the
Arlington and the general store that
Eli Carpenter performed his famous
tightrope act on Victoria Day, 1897.
Joy Kogawa unveiled the panel
explaining the Japanese-Canadian
internment period in the Slocan

Valley. She and renowned scientist/
environmentalist David Suzuki were
classmates at the Bay Farm school. Her
family were interned from 1942 to 1945
and she was just seven years old when
they left. Kogawa said she had just come
from visiting the house her family lived
in at 122 Springer Street.
“I don’t know that I thought it was
strange,” she said. “I remember thinking
when we moved to the prairies that we’d
moved from heaven to hell – there were
no trees.”
Prior to becoming an author,
Kogawa worked in the prime minister’s
office in Ottawa but was met with
indifference regarding the internment
history. She was told it wasn’t something
the government of the day wanted
memorialized. She faced similar
resistance when she began writing
about her family’s wartime experiences.

Publishers told her there was no audience
for her book. Illustrating just how much
things have changed, Kogawa has since
been given the Order of Canada for her
writing. She noted with concern the
current trend back toward racism and
xenophobia.
Slocan Village Market owner Nina
Knott unveiled the Kino’s Market
panel. It explains how former JapaneseCanadian internees Zenichi and Yoshiko
Kinoshita established the market after
purchasing it from Emilie Popoff, who
later became mayor of Slocan and
BC’s first woman mayor. Their son
James Kinoshita went on to become
a renowned architect, studying at the
University of Manitoba and MIT. While
still a student, he designed the modernist
style market building that remains
today. Kinoshita went on to design
Asia’s first skyscraper, Jardine House

in Hong Kong, the tallest building in
Asia until 1980. He also designed the
Hong Kong Hilton, Mandarin Hotel
International in Bangkok, Bali Hyatt
Hotel in Indonesia and many other
important Asian landmarks.
Greg Nesteroff unveiled the panel
discussing the legendary ‘treasure dive’
that followed the sinking of a CPR
boxcar carrying 700 bullion bars from
the Trail smelter in December 1903.
In fact, there were repeated attempts
to reclaim the bars – a fortune in silver,
according to local legend. Subsequent
dives occurred in 1929, the 1960s and
’70s, by which time dive technology
had progressed enough to reclaim most
of what was left. Unfortunately, the bars
were lead, not silver.
The walking tour will be completed
with a guidebook and website by early
next year.

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

by Art Joyce
The Slocan Valley Historical
Society unveiled the Slocan History
Tour signs on Sunday, July 9 at Slocan’s
waterfront gazebo.
A host of dignitaries, including
famed author Joy Kogawa and historian
Greg Nesteroff, were present to unveil
each sign in the series. Mayor Jessica
Lunn represented the Village of Slocan
while society president Rory Lindsay
and secretary Joyce Johnson spoke on
behalf of the society. The signs were
created by Kaslo graphic designer,
bookseller and historian Ian Fraser.
Installation of the signs is scheduled for
completion by February 28, 2018.
“Understanding our rich history and
the people who lived here before us –
and the circumstances that brought them
here – provides us with an appreciation
of how we got to where we are today,
and also with insights into our mistakes
and triumphs as we move forward with
creating our future,” said Mayor Lunn.
Lindsay said the society has come a
long way since its incorporation in 2011,
with the establishment of the Slocan
Valley archives and now the historical
walking tour. He credited Johnson with
the idea for the tour and historical panels,

Kaslo Community
Pharmacy

Cindy’s
Sidewalk Sale

July 31 & August 1

Net proceeds go to Save Your Skin Foundation
BBQ by donation to Save Your Skin Foundation

Author Joy Kogawa and Slocan Valley Historical Society secretary Joyce Johnson unveil one of the signs for the Slocan history tour.

Since 2006, the Save Your Skin Foundation has worked to raise awareness of
melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancers, focusing on education, prevention
and the need for improved patient care. The foundation provides emotional and
financial assistance to those battling melanoma, and raises funds to further research
treatment options.

Dedicated to Your Health
403 Front Street, Kaslo • 250-353-2224

Did you know...

clouds only
block 20%
of the sun’s
UV rays?

Be safe in the sun with atoma® sunscreen
Same active ingredients found in national brands, but at a lower price.
We guarantee your satisfaction or your money back.

Pharmacist
Approved

Dedicated to Your Health

309 6th Avenue, New Denver • 250-358-2500
403 Front Street, Kaslo • 250-353-2224

Linnie Lamarche is thrilled to be able to ride the Mori Trail along Carpenter Creek and right down to the lake on her scooter. The improvements to
the trail have made it more accessible to those with mobility difficulties.

Lardeau Valley Historical Society to preserve log cabin

The Lardeau Valley Historical
Society is taking on a project to preserve
the one-storey log cabin of one of the
area’s pioneers. The cabin was built
by Billy Clark in approximately 1939,
and had to be moved to higher ground
when Duncan Reservoir flooded the
land in 1966. This year, the society will
move the cabin onto secure concrete
slabs behind the museum in Meadow
Creek and hopes to do more in-depth
restoration later. The cabin is one of 16
heritage structures in the Basin that will
be upgraded with more than $1.4 million
from the Columbia Basin Trust’s Built
Heritage grants.

KASLO & DISTRICT
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Kaslo council, June 27: Tree vandalism at Logger Sports grounds discussed
by Jan McMurray
• The meeting began with a surprise
presentation of 91 children’s books
to Kaslo and District Public Library
representatives Eva Kelemen and Joe
Johnston by Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM) representative
Leah Main. At the annual FCM
conference recently, Mayor Hewat
won the draw for the books, which
were donated by the delegates to
the conference. The books are all by
Canadian authors; delegates bring books
written by authors from their home
communities.
• Joe Johnston of the Kaslo and
District Arena Association proposed that
the condensers be replaced in summer
2018 by a Licenced Refrigeration
Technician at an estimated cost of

$100,000. The association has
unsuccessfully applied for grants for the
project based on a $250,000 quote from
a Refrigeration Engineer. The board of
the association feels that the lower cost
will improve its ability to secure funding
for the project. The Village is the owner
of the arena.
• Tree vandalism was discussed at
the Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces
Committee meeting of June 27, with
emphasis on the large, standing dead
cottonwood on the Logger Sports site.
There are drilled holes around the bottom
of the tree, and it has been suggested that
poison was placed in the holes. The
PROS Committee asked council to act
on incidents of tree vandalism. Council
decided to ask the CAO to provide a
report suggesting ways to raise public

awareness on the issue.
• An email from Anne Malik brings
attention to the invasive plants in the
vicinity of the skatepark. Her email
was forwarded to the Village’s parks
management consultant and the PROS
Committee.
• The City Hall Pocket Park
proposals for the Federal Legacy Fund
and Fortis Community Giving Fund
were approved and submitted. The
Village will include up to $10,000 for
the project in its 2018 capital budget.
• Selkirk Paving was contracted to
provide approximately 13,300 square
feet of paving at a cost of $42,428 plus
taxes in the following repair locations:
A Avenue (north); entrance to Rainbow
Drive, lower Front Street. Council gave
the Public Works Foreman the authority

to negotiate any necessary crush gravel
requirements for the Rainbow Drive
repairs. These repairs will be paid for
from the Transportation Reserve.
• CTQ was hired to facilitate the
community engagement meetings, in
coordination with True Consulting, for
the Liquid Waste Management Plan. The
Village will pay CTQ up to $15,000, to
be funded from the Community Works
Reserve. CTQ is also working on the
municipal lands project for the Village.
• Councillor Knoll will replace
Councillor Glorioso as the second
member of council on the Liquid
Waste Management Plan (LWMP)
steering committee. Dave Russell,
Lynn van Deursen and Glen Walker
were appointed to sit on the advisory
committee for Stages 2/3 of the LWMP.

by Jan McMurray
Inspired by what they heard at the
Keeping it Rural conference in Kelowna
June 20-21, Kaslo residents David
Stewart and Stephanie Judy organized
a July 6 meeting for a community
conversation about Kaslo’s assets.
“The conference was inspiring,
especially the presentation by Peter
Kenyon of Australia,” said Stewart.
“He and the other speakers were trying
to say, ‘Let’s build on what we’ve got
rather than trying to import industry or
cry that we’re poor and get some other
institution to support us financially.’”

Kenyon has been working on
Asset Based Community Development
(ABCD) for years, and “he had tons
of examples of communities that
have pulled themselves up by the
bootstrap based on assets already in
the community,” said Stewart. “Those
assets could be money, people’s talents
or someone’s backhoe.”
About 40 people showed up to the
Kaslo meeting, and 32 stayed after the
break for the participatory part of the
meeting. Stewart explained that one of
the exercises they did was to write down
all of Kaslo’s organizations on pieces

of paper and lay them out on the floor.
Everyone picked up one piece of paper
at random. Then in groups of three, they
discussed how the three organizations
they had chosen could work together.
“It was completely hypothetical, but
the discussion that came out of that
was quite stimulating. It got people
thinking and it certainly underlined the
fact that we have a lot of assets in the
community.”
Stewart says he is leaning toward the
Asset Based Community Development
process, but other excellent processes
such as Strategic Doing and Open Space

were mentioned as possible alternative
options at the meeting. Deciding on the
process will be one of the next steps.
Stewart reports that a small group
of people indicated at the meeting that
they are willing to take a leadership role
on keeping the community conversation
going. “The immediate goal is to make
an inventory of community assets. It’s
too early to think about longer term
goals until we decide on the process
and start looking at possibilities,” said
Stewart. “It’s going to take time and
patience – we hope this was the first of
many community conversations.”

submitted
The Kaslo Public Art Committee
and the Village of Kaslo plan to create
a Legacy Park on the site of the old

firehall beside the City Hall building
in time for Kaslo’s 125th birthday on
August 12, 2018.
“After many, many months

of research and planning, we’ve
submitted an application for
funding for the park to the federal
government’s Building Communities

Through Arts and Heritage Legacy Fund program,” announced
committee member Pamela Griffin.
If successful, the grant will cover
50% of the cost of the project.
“We expect it will take five or six
months before we know the outcome
of our application. If approved, we
are confident that the Legacy Park
will be a positive addition to the
Village of Kaslo,” Griffin said.
The pocket style park will have
a wrought iron fence around the
perimeter, green space, trees and
shrubs, two well placed plinths for
sculptures, a heritage wall with
granite plaques depicting some
of Kaslo’s history, and a small
performance space. A brick pathway
will cross the park, and family names
of those connected to Kaslo present
and past will be added to the bricks.
In addition, historic information
about Kaslo is planned to be on
display at a new bus shelter to be
installed by the end of 2017.
There are a number of people and
groups that have offered support, both
financially and in-kind, to make this
project happen: Kaslo and District
Chamber of Commerce, Kootenay
Lake Historical Society, Kaslo Jazz
Etc Society, Kaslo and District
Public Library, Castlegar Sculpture
Walk, North Kootenay Lake Poets,
Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure, Lynn Van Deursen,
Paul Van Deursen, Dana Gallinger,
JV Humphries staff Dan Rude and
Meleana Terlingen.
The members of the Kaslo Public
Art Select Advisory Committee are:
Deb Borsos, Gillian Froese, Pamela
Griffin, and David Jackson.

Kaslo community conversations sparked by Keeping it Rural conference

Kaslo 125 Legacy Park Project moves one step closer to reality
Kaslo Library receives gift of 91 children’s books by Canadian authors
submitted
The Kaslo and District Public
Library was the recipient of a gift
of 91 children’s books written by
Canadian authors from throughout
the country.
The books were gifted by the
board of directors of the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM),
which meets four times a year

The Kaslo wastewater treatment plant’s RBC
wheel was replaced June 13. The Village
received a $366,860 grant from the Clean Water
& Wastewater Fund for the $442,000 project.

in different Canadian cities and
communities. Attending directors
and committee members bring
children’s books written by authors
from their home communities,
which are then donated to a local
community or school library. The
board meets annually in Ottawa,
and at that meeting a draw is held to
select a recipient community.
This year, the FCM also held its
June annual conference in Ottawa.
Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat’s
business card was drawn from those
submitted. Silverton Councillor
Leah Main, who is an FCM board
member, made the drive over to
present the books to unsuspecting
Library Director Eva Kelemen,
who had been invited to attend the
council meeting on another pretext.
This book-sharing program
was started in 2013 by Victoria

Councillor and FCM Board Director
Chris Coleman, and is called
‘Canada by the Book.’ The project
highlights books from municipalities
representing all the regions of
Canada; it’s a small effort with
potential for big returns by enabling
children to read and learn more
about their country at the same time.
Since 2013, the board has
donated over 750 books (valued
at almost $12,000) to school and
community libraries in 13 farflung communities, including St
John’s, Newfoundland & Labrador;
Upper Miramachi, New Brunswick;
Thunder Bay, Ontario; Burnaby, BC;
Beaver Creek, Alberta; Fredericton,
New Brunswick; Sageunay,
Quebec; Battleford, Saskatchewan;
Sherbrooke, Quebec; Halton Hills,
Ontario; Yellowhead, Manitoba;
Whistler, BC; and now - Kaslo!

Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat and Kaslo & District Library Director Eva Kelemen receiving
Canadian children’s books from FCM Director Leah Main.

• The Village will submit an
application for a Local Government
Infrastructure Planning Grant for the
purpose of a storm water and drain
infrastructure plan, with a maximum
municipal contribution of $10,000.
• Council will consider an
application for a Development Variance
Permit at the July 11 council meeting for
a property located at 711 Second Street.
The property owners would like to build
a garage, making it necessary to reduce
the exterior side yard setback from 4.5
metres to 1.4 metres, reduce the front
lot line setback from 7.5 metres to 1.5
metres, and exempt the property from
the Street Intersection Clear Vision
Requirement. Property owners would
also like to build a fence and landscape
screening that would give them privacy
from trail users, and have asked to
increase the fence and landscape screen
height from 0.9 metres to up to 5 metres.
• The CAO and mayor were
authorized to sign a lease space at the
Kaslo Golf Course to the Bell Media
Inc. for a 5-year term beginning January
1, 2018 and ending December 31, 2022
for a fee of $600 plus taxes per year,
and an additional $200 in the first year
for advertising costs, for the purpose of
operation of a low power FM transmitter
associated tower, transmitter cabinet
and antenna.
• Deputy Clerk Stephanie Patience
was authorized to register for a course in
Kelowna, part of the Local Government
Administration Certificate Program.

Since 1986

See our new collection of McIntosh
fine bone china, including artwork
from the Group of Seven and
Robert Bateman. Open every day.

250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials
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Coming to the Hidden Garden Gallery in July
submitted
• Rielle Oswald will
present 25 Years of Art: A
Living Retrospective at the
Hidden Garden Gallery in
New Denver July 17-22. A
native of Nelson, Oswald
attended the University of

Victoria where she obtained
a bachelor’s degree and then
a master’s degree in Art
Education. Since 2000, she
has worked in Kaslo, teaching
art to all ages through the
public school as well as
Selkirk College and summer
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camps.
Since the first time her
art was shown in public in
1992, she has been creating,
showing, and selling works of
art. Her pieces can be seen in
many local events including
Artwalk, the Salon of Art and
Appetite for Art as well as in
annual solo shows. Her work
can also be seen online and
found in private collections
across North America.
A solo show with one
piece from each of the last 25
years, Living Retrospective
chronicles changes over time
in influences, circumstances,
and evolution of style. Her
style has been described as
“totemic, emotional, textural

and playfully expressive.”
For Oswald, making art is a
necessary part of surviving
life and this collection will
give the viewer a peek at
what that has meant for the
past 25 years.
Come visit New Denver
and drop by the gallery to chat
with the artist. A reception
will be held Monday, July 17,
7-9 pm with live music from
Harp Pixie, Kevin John and
Rielle Oswald.
• Outside In by Roni
Jurgensen will be showing at
the Hidden Garden Gallery
July 24-29. The show is a
collection of stone and wood
sculpture pieces as well as
paintings all referring to the

hiking trails, trees and woods
all around us, bringing them
inside.
Her passion for art
and design started with a
childhood watercolour
paint set. When high school
ended, she sold her cherished
’72 Triumph Daytona 500
motorcycle to buy a plane
ticket and flew across the
country to study at the Alberta
College of Art and Design.
After four years of hard study,
she started living a double life:
by day a successful illustrator
and graphic designer, by night
pursuing a passion to paint.
In 2014, she relocated
to the Kootenays with
her current motorcycle, a

truckload of canvases, paints
and brushes, her husband and
three rambunctious rescue
dogs. She now spends days
happily exploring winding
roads, backcountry trails and
lake shores for inspiration
with eyes wide in search of
new ways to create images,
to capture the essence of a
subject, and to stretch out of
a comfort zone.
The reception for Outside
In will be on Thursday, July
27, 7-9 pm with music by
Sean Rodman; refreshments
will be provided.
The Hidden Garden
Gallery, 803 Kildare St, New
Denver is open 10 am-3 pm
Monday to Saturday.

submitted
• School District 10
(Arrow Lakes) superintendent
Terry Taylor reports there is
one fewer student since last
month’s 466. Projections for
next fall suggest 141 at NSS;
149 at NES; 88 at Lucerne; 22
at EES; 27 at DL, and 4.375
(equal to 14 students) at BAS
for a total of 431 FTE. Current
numbers show there will be no

grade 12 class at Lucerne for
the 2017/18 year.
• Seven students
graduated from Lucerne
and 36 students from NSS
this June. Congratulations,
graduates! and thanks to all
staff and trustees for your
unwavering support of the
2017 grads throughout the
years!
• In mid-May the district
submitted an application to
the Ministry to access the CEF
in order to provide additional
teachers to restore class size
and composition as per the
Supreme Court Decision.
SD 10 awaits news from the
Ministry on this funding.
• The Agricultural Land
Commission indicates that
the Board’s application for
exclusion from the ALR is
now at the review stage with
all documentation collected
and being reviewed by the

Commission. Should the
Fauquier property not be
excluded from the ALR, the
district will approach the
RDCK for a lot size variance
which would enable it to
subdivide off the school
building for the community
and sell the remaining parcel
of land.
• SD 10’s first Maker Day
was held January 2017; this
design thinking and tinkering
event has now been captured
in a short documentary film
at sd10.bc.ca/video and on
the SD 10 YouTube Channel
at youtu.be/5g4x4Xf4A_Y.
Accolades have been received
from the Ministry of Education
for the film, which showcases
the innovative structure of the
Design Challenge, use of an
authentic community expert
panel and a requirement that
students pitch their prototype
design to the panel of experts.

The challenge for students
was to create something that
would help our communities
be more resilient in the face
of disaster such as mudslides,
forest fire or power outages
and resulted in powerful
critical and creative thinking
and hands-on learning.
• After a year of waiting,
the district is pleased to
welcome Lucerne’s new
principal, Nick Graves, who
began work on June 19, giving
him two weeks of time before
the end of the school year
to get to know the students,
parents and staff.
• The district is thrilled
to be hosting three potential
International Education
students in the 2017-18 school
year. Students from Japan,
Spain and China are currently
pursuing registration and
there also is possible interest
from a student from Germany.

SD 10 superintendent: enrolment drops by one

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money
Order to:

The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver,
BC V0G 1S0
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
FOR FRESH FRUIT AND
VEGETABLES from Cawston: Visit
Tonys’ Roadside Fruit Sales in Silverton
on Fridays beside the Hardware Store, 8
am - 4:30 pm.
BOAT/TRAILER PARKING at the base
of Slocan Lake: Secure, safe, easy to access,
save $, 2 blocks from the launch in Slocan
city. $125-$150 a month, rent 3, 4 month
free. Details contact skroby1@yahoo.com
HILLS NURSERY & GARDENS
SUMMER SALE - Get a 20% discount
on perennials and up to 80% on annuals.
Hanging baskets are now 50% off – as low
as $7.50 - $18. Herbs and Herb planters
available at 50% off. Many options for trees,
shrubs, and vines still available. Now Open
Thurs-Sat 9-5.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify

for the Self-Employment Program, where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU for all
of the help and kindness from the Red Cross
and to all of the firefighters for their hard
work and time when my home burned to
the ground. Bless each and every one who
gave their time and support to me. Again,
thank you.
-Mel Carroll and my dog, Susie
A VERY BIG THANK YOU to the New
Denver Quilt Guild for the lovely raffle quilt
I recently won. Wonderful work, all of you!
It was fun showing it at our Boundary Bay
Guild meeting... let me know when you

CLASSIFIED ADS

have tickets ready for your next quilt raffle!
-Patti Bried

COMING EVENTS

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in
downtown New Denver every Friday, 10
am to 2 pm – Fresh local produce, plants
and flowers, baking and handmade artisan
wares. For info: 250-358-2774.
AT THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY:
Rielle Oswald’s ‘25 Years of Art: A Living
Retrospective’ July 17-22, reception Monday,
July 17, 7-9 pm, with music by Harp Pixie,
Kevin John and Rielle Oswald. ‘Outside In’
by Roni Jurgensen, a collection of stone and
wood sculpture as well as paintings, July 2429, reception Thursday, July 27, 7-9 pm, with
music by Sean Rodman. The Hidden Garden
Gallery, 803 Kildare St, New Denver is open
10 am to 3 pm Monday to Saturday.

FOUND

FOUND IN ALLEYWAY IN NAKUSP:
Ring with two keys. Call Valley Voice office
at 250-358-7218 to claim.

FOR RENT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Selfcontained office space approximately 20’
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325.00
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.
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FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Mixed species local band-saw
milled rough-cut lumber and timbers up to
10” x 10”. Cedar 4” x 4”s, etc. 208 Laktin
Road, Hills, BC. Call 250-358-7796.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
FOUR-PERSON TENT: New. $150.
Bostitch nailgun: $300. 4 HP Mercury boat
motor: Like new. $1,000. 250-358-2440.

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and
Thursday morning 8-9:15. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.
OSTEOPATHY AT $60-$90 SLIDING
SCALE with Eli Mead, DOMP. Sessions
in Nelson or Slocan City. Contact www.
kootenayosteopathy.ca or 250-777-1141.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

TOWING
Slocan Towing

Serving the Slocan Valley

NOTICES

ECKANKAR, The Path of Spiritual
Freedom, offers an individual the spiritual
tools needed to walk one’s own path to
God. See www.eckankar-bc.ca for free info
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information on
AA: in New Denver, 358-7158; Nakusp, 2654216; Kaslo, 353-9617; Heart of the Slocan
Valley, 551-4104; Playmor Junction, 359-7310.
For NA: New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

• BICYCLE

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

ENVIRONMENT

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service
250-226-7084

info

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

CLEANING
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw &
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th
Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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Slocan Valley senior citizen loses home to fire
by Jan McMurray
A home on Lebhado Road in the
Slocan Valley burned to the ground
on June 27, leaving a senior citizen
with health issues in a tough spot.
Mel Carroll and his dog, Susie,
are okay. A friend of Mel’s reports

that Mel is in good spirits, and is
very thankful that he and the dog
were saved.
Both the Passmore and Winlaw
fire departments responded to the
fire. Red Cross took care of Mel’s
immediate needs, and now he is

living in a trailer near the Lebhado
property.
Funds are being raised so that
Mel can have the property cleaned up
and a trailer installed. Donations can
be made at the Slocan Valley Co-op
and Winlaw Mini-Mart.

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: Build
focus for you, have fun. Learn more at
www.proudofmydog.ca

RENTAL WANTED

RENTAL SWEET RENTAL: The perfect
tenant for your small house/cottage.
Retired, single woman, non-smoker, no
pets seeks long-term rental in a quiet
setting – New Denver, Silverton, Rosebery,
Hills, Slocan, Winlaw, Nakusp,. Excellent
references. 250-358-7711.
MATURE MALE looking for affordable,
drama-free place to call home. Please call
Brad at 778-363-0683.

WANTED
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OLDER METAL GARDEN GATE
wanted. Please call or text Rob at (250)
540-7148 or email at robbiestaytuned@
gmail.com

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
July 21,
2017

SERVICES

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250399-0079.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet - any dish or antenna; home
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James,
250-226-7236 (w), 250-505-8392 (c).

VACATION RENTAL

The Outlet Youth Centre in New Denver, after a year of steady funding from the Columbia Basin Trust’s Basin Youth Network, decided it was time to flex its
fundraising muscles for others. On the evening of July 4, with the kind permission of the Village of New Denver, they held a car wash. Community members
pitched in, not only with donations but also with their elbow grease – many picked up sponges and joined in – and Sew Much More donated cash and the
use of a hose bib. A total of $230 was raised. The group decided to support both the preschool and the wonderful Anita Dumins, youth centre supervisor,
who is currently facing some health issues. The youth centre is so very grateful to Anita for her great work and support for years. She is an example of
strength, healing, grace, and creativity to us all. Be sure to drop in and see her art show this week, July 10-15, at the Hidden Garden Gallery.

TENT TRAILER FULLY EQUIPPED
for family of four on private property,
Lower Arrow Lakes close to Fauquier.
Private beach with swimming, kayaking,
boating, etc. Trailer has covered outdoor
seating area and is well equipped with tables
and chairs. $350 per week. Call 250-2697641 or email early@uniserve.com.

Highland Creek
Contracting
• Excavating • Dump truck •
Premium garden soil • Lawn
installation • Landscaping

Call for a estimate
Pete Schwartz

250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Nakusp Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph)
nakuspredimix@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Leaf Cabinetry

mobile

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• Licenced Residential Builder #42639

Darrell A. Olsen
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

K&A

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		
Phone: 250-265-4621
email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Women combat violence with wellness in Nakusp

SUMMER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kamloops, said that her counselling
work is what she talks about most
in her presentations at events like
these, however, she also shares her
own personal experiences.
“It’s the how we be, it’s the what
we do,” said Clark.
Clark talked about her
grandmother, a constant caretaker
who never considered herself, but
always looked after her husband
and family.
“I’ve seen way too many people
who give, and give, and give.”
Clark said she recognized this in
herself while she was working as a
violence therapist.
She told the audience of around
50 women that because of her selfneglect, she developed a serious
infection. It took traveling to Belize

and finding a medicine man who
cured her infection for her to change
her habits.
One of her favourite quotes is
from Dr. Mary Thomas, a botanist
who earned an honorary doctorate
from the University of Victoria:
“We all used to be growing up in
a circle… Children were never
growing up without someone there
all the time.”
She calls her wellness
presentation, ‘What’s in your
basket?’ Each individual holds skills
in their ‘basket’ to help them combat
a traumatic event, whether it be a
panic attack, an act of violence, or
any other trauma.
She recommended that everyone
have a small pouch or bag where
they keep various items that calm

them down and ground them in any
situation. The items would ideally
appeal to each of the five senses.
After the keynote presentation,
the wellness day carried on with
workshops on yoga, de-stressing

techniques, reflexology, and healthy
relationships.
Homegrown Market and Juice
Bar had a table set up with free
samples, and Spiritwood had a table
with books on self-care.

PHOTO BY SKYE CUNNINGHAM/VALLEYVOICE

by Skye Cunningham
Nakusp had its first Women’s
Wellness Day at the Old Fire Hall
on July 9.
Carlee Hughes, a Stopping the
Violence outreach worker at Arrow
and Slocan Lakes Community
Services, was the facilitator of the
event, which was meant to “focus
on wellness,” she said. “The opposite
of violence is peacefulness and
wellness. The opposite of sexual
assault or sexual violence is sexual
health.”
Spreading knowledge was
Hughes’ goal for the day. “Knowledge
is power, and I hope to bring that
power to those who need it most.”
Keynote speaker Natalie
Clark, a professor of social work
at Thompson Rivers University in
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Natalie Clark was the keynote speaker at the Women’s Wellness Day
at the Old Fire Hall in Nakusp July 9.

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Bill Lander
Realtor®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

GIFTS
REAL ESTATE
Christina Harder
Realtor®

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

Open Monday Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax
www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

slocan city
trading

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
furniture etc.
We buy guitars

Your ad could
be here for only
Kaslo Clothes Hanger
$11.00 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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Rory’s Restaurant space to be rebuilt once insurance finalized

19

by Jan McMurray
The burnt-out restaurant space on
New Denver’s main street will be rebuilt
as it was, minus the equipment.
The building is for sale, and owner
Rory Pownall is aiming to make the
space attractive for potential buyers.
“It will be a big, empty space with
the kitchen and serving station in the
back, so it could be anything. There
could be a business in the back and a
business in the front. It opens it up to a

bigger market, because a restaurant is
quite a niche.”
She plans to keep three-phase power
and have a grease trap in place. “I want
the building to be restaurant capable, but
I won’t be replacing the equipment. This
gives me the most flexibility,” explained
Pownall.
Valet Restorations has emptied the
space out and is currently gutting it, but
Pownall says she has no idea when the
renovations will take place. She is still

waiting for her insurance settlement. She
expects the renovations to be covered,
and to be paid out for her equipment.
“The whole back will have to be
ripped off and rebuilt to code. The front
is salvageable, but needs new electrical,
so it’s being ripped down to the studs,”
she said. The work has disrupted the
adjacent business, What’s in Store, but
owner Bradley Bennett is managing
to keep it open as much as possible. It
has not yet been determined whether

the electrical wiring in the apartment
upstairs needs to be re-done.
Pownall said she will be open to
leasing the building again if no purchaser
comes forward. The restaurant was
heavily damaged in a fire on February
20. At the time, the Village Hearth
Restaurant was operating in the space
under a lease. The Village Hearth served
locally grown food, and was a project of
the Healthy Community Society.
Both Pownall and the Healthy

Community Society had insurance,
so there are two insurance companies
involved. Both claims are still in process.
David Everest, president of the
Healthy Community Society, says
the society is looking for an alternate
location for the Village Hearth. “Ideally,
we’re looking for a fully equipped
restaurant space,” he said.
As for the cause of the fire, the
insurance companies will only say that
it was accidental.

submitted
Dr. Christine Perkins has been
selected as Kootenay Lake School
District’s next superintendent/chief
executive officer. Details are still to
be finalized but she is expected to start
on September 1. Perkins replaces Jeff
Jones, who will retire on October 31
after serving SD 8 for the past seven
years.

Perkins will join the district from her
position as assistant superintendent with
SD 58 (Nicola-Similkameen), where she
worked in areas of professional learning,
Aboriginal education, leadership
development, and implementation of
BC’s new curriculum K-12.
Perkins has been a classroom teacher,
vice principal, and middle and secondary
school principal. She completed a

master’s degree in Curriculum and
Instruction from Gonzaga University
in Spokane, Washington, and a
doctorate in Educational Leadership
and Policy from UBC. An accomplished
professional educator with a track record
of improving student learning, building
school and district culture, and leading
system initiatives through shared vision,
leadership and collaborative team

building, Perkins says she is eager to
get started.
“I am excited to join the team at
Kootenay Lake and am looking forward
to engaging with students, parents, and
the community. Our mutual goal is to
ensure our students become resilient,
creative, imaginative, academically
successful and, most importantly, able
to pursue their own passions and find
success by following their own dreams.”
The board says it is looking

forward to Perkins building on the
strong tenets of governance, inclusivity
and transparency left by outgoing
superintendent Jeff Jones.
“New leadership is a welcome
change in any district,” says chair
Lenora Trenaman. “The board awaits
Dr. Perkins and expects her leadership
will assist the board in the fulfillment of
district goals, and most importantly the
improvement of learning opportunities
for all students.”

School District 8 selects new superintendent/CEO

At the Mt. Sentinel grad ceremony last month, Kyle Chernenkoff, CEO of last year’s grad class, and Cassidy Kiraly, CEO of this year’s grad class, presented an $8,000
cheque to Alex Berland of the Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society. The funds were raised by the two classes in order to raise awareness about mental health.

New Denver’s 17th
Annual Antique and
Collectible Fair

Sunday, July 23rd
Bosun Hall, New Denver
8 am - 3 pm
See you there!
For space rental, call Helen
250-355-2354
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joldhamfinehomes.com

“When You Want It Done Right”
For all your New Home Construction & General
Contracting Needs!
Having trouble acquiring a new home
construction permit?
We can Help.

Contact Jesse Oldham
(licenced
HPO Builder)
   

(cell # 250 551 2593) • jesseoldham@hotmail.com

COMMUNITY
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Grey wave gains momentum: New data on Basin-Boundary demographics
reprinted from the Rural Development
Institute newsletter
There are now more seniors than
youth in the Columbia Basin-Boundary
region, and our population is aging faster
than the overall populations for Canada
and BC.
Statistics Canada recently released
data from the 2016 Census on age and
sex of the population. While BasinBoundary populations are showing
certain demographic trends that are
common across much of the country, the
data shows that there are other issues that
are unique to rural places, including the
many diverse communities in our region.
“The aging population is well
documented and communities across
Canada have been seeing that change
come gradually over the past several
years,” says Lauren Rethoret with the
Columbia Basin Rural Development
Institute (RDI). “But for many
communities in our region, this issue
is compounded by trends like an outmigration of youth seeking education

and employment, and an in-migration of
retirees seeking a rural lifestyle.”
As a result, the average age of most
Basin-Boundary populations is rising
at a faster rate than that for Canada as a
whole, and only three of 57 communities
are now younger overall as compared
to 2011.
The aging population may also
begin to affect the region’s overall gender
balance due to the fact that women are
typically over-represented in the older
age groups as a result of their longer life
expectancy. Some communities with
older average ages show a sex ratio that
leans towards women. For example,
New Denver has an average age of 54.4
and a sex ratio of 0.8 males for every

female.
The RDI has released a new report
with updated age and sex data for the
Basin-Boundary population. The report
covers trends and conditions related
to gender, average age, age structure
and dependency, as well as population
projections. Results are reported for the
Basin-Boundary region as a whole, as
well as the individual communities that
comprise it. It is available at cbrdi.ca/
wp-content/uploads/AgeSexUpdate_
Summer2017_Final.pdf.
The report was prepared as part of
the RDI’s State of the Basin research
program, which monitors trends and
conditions related to well-being in the
Basin-Boundary region.

submitted
The West Kootenay now has a
Climate Reality Leader, trained by
former US Vice-President Al Gore.
Laura Sacks was selected as one of
35 Canadians to join 800 people from
25 countries for the training sessions
in Bellevue, Washington June 27-29.
Sacks participated in training sessions
on climate science, solutions to solve the
crisis, and communications techniques to
rally Canadians behind those solutions.
Sacks has committed to delivering

free community presentations on climate
change. She hopes to convince the
citizens of the West Kootenay region and
its local elected officials to collaborate
and accelerate the transition to a lowcarbon economy. “We are at a critical
time, when the impacts of climate change
are getting more severe. Yet we also
have an exciting opportunity to create
a better world by addressing the issue,”
says Sacks. “By staying active and
engaged in the community – as part of a
global initiative – I feel hopeful that we
can avoid the worst of climate change’s
impacts.”
As a Climate Reality Leader, Sacks
has access to hundreds of slides to help
explain the crisis and the solutions. “I
look forward to offering presentations
to groups in the community who would
like to be kept current about this pressing
issue. I can cater the presentation toward
the group’s particular interest,” she says.
The Climate Reality Project is a
non-profit organization dedicated to
mobilizing action around the issue of
climate change. Sacks is the only Climate
Reality Leader in the Kootenays. You
can contact her at ccl.westkootenay@
gmail.com.

West Kootenay has Climate
Reality Leader trained by Al Gore

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

