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Unity Music Festival, the sweet 

family festival on the beach in the village 
of Slocan, will be held July 14 -16. 
Featuring a wide range of performers 
appealing to fans of many musical 
styles, Unity is bringing in a hot lineup 
of international live bands and festival 
favourite DJs as well as showcasing 
talented artists of the region. 

The headliners for 2017 include 
Junior Toots (Jamaica), son of legendary 
Toots Hibbert, and BC/DC whose 

Unity on the Beach – a festival for the family 
live show is considered a ‘rite of 
passage’. Also headlining are Ganga 
Giri (Australia) digeridoo virtuoso 
and innovator, and El Papa Chango 
(Argentina/US) a longtime featured 
performer at Shambhala Festival. The 
organizers are bringing back the Gabriel 
Palatchi Trio, “the new young lions of 
Latin jazz,” whose performance at Unity 
2016 was over the top. 

Vancouver’s Bocephus King, 
considered one of the most interesting 
songwriters to come out of North 

America in the last two decades, will be 
here. World touring artist/producer and 
local resident Adham Shaikh is bringing 
Buckman Coe with him, along with horn 
players Marty Carter and Andy Cakes. 
Erica Dee will return to Unity bringing 
her delicious vibe. Bo Conlan & Clinton 
Swanson (Slocan Valley/Nelson), 
Unknown Mizery (Toronto), Pauline 
Lamb, Heavy Airship, Frase, Intersect, 
Alpine Conspiracy, Immune2Cobras, 
Oxygen Orkestar, Dirt Floor, Lazy Poker 
Blues Band, In the Sticks, Valley Samba 

Band, Giant Water Bug and Jennifyre’s 
Trillium Dance pack the festival with a 
powerhouse lineup of talent. 

In its seventh year, Unity Festival 
brings together diverse music, dance, 
live art, and puppet performers to 
entertain and unite festival-goers of all 
ages in one of the most exquisite festival 
settings in the world. The success of this 
community project is owed to member 
groups and individuals getting involved. 

Volunteers are needed! Unity Fest 
would not exist if not for the talent, skills, 

sweat and contribution of volunteers. To 
find out how to get involved, more info 
and applications are online at www.
unitymusicfestival.ca or Full of Beans 
Coffee Shop and Flacas in Slocan. 
Heartfelt thanks to all who have helped 
bring this sweet family festival this far… 
including sponsors, local businesses 
and organizations.  Advance tickets are 
$100 until July 1; seniors (65 and up) 
and youth (13-17) pay $65. Kids 12 
and under are free. This is the year to 
experience Unity on the Beach.

by Jan McMurray
Canada’s universal public health 

care system is being challenged 
in the courts by Dr. Brian Day of 
Vancouver, who is advocating for 
a privatized system like the one in 
the US.

Richard Turner, co-chair of 
the BC Health Coalition and the 
Kamloops Health Coalition, came 
to Nelson to speak about the lawsuit 
and warn people of this threat to our 
public health care system. Turner was 
the guest speaker at the Community 
First Health Co-op AGM on June 13 
at the Nelson Legion Hall.

The BC Health Coalition is an 
intervenor in the court case and “will 
put forward the dangers and pitfalls 
and adverse effect on Canadians” of a 
privatized system, Turner said.

“At the moment, we have a 
system based on need, not on wealth. 
If Dr. Day wins, it will depend on how 

Canada’s public health care system being challenged in the courts
much money you have, not on how 
badly you need it,” warned Turner.

Dr. Day owns the private Cambie 
Surgery Centre in Vancouver. In 
2009, the centre’s books were audited, 
thanks to a group of patients who 
persisted in asking the BC government 
to audit his books for extra billing. 
The 30-day audit showed that the 
Cambie Surgery Centre had rung up 
half a million dollars in extra billing 
in those 30 days. Extra billing is 
illegal in Canada.

In response, Dr. Day launched 
a constitutional challenge. Turner 
explained that Day admits he is 
engaging in illegal activity by extra 
billing, but claims that the law 
preventing him from extra billing 
violates his constitutional rights. 

Dr. Day is asking the court to 
change our health care laws so that 
doctors can charge patients whatever 
they want for their services, opening 

up a big market for private health 
insurance in Canada.

Turner says the immediate 
problem for Canadians under a 
privatized health care system would 
be cost – the cost of the health care 
services and the cost of the private 
insurance. In the US, more than half 
the bankruptcies are due to hospital 
bills, he said. 

However, Turner says there are 
three other common problems with 
the American health care system, in 
addition to the cost. First, treatment 
takes longer. “They will have you 
undergo extra tests to increase their 
profit margin,” said Turner. Second, 
people’s lifespans become shorter 
with privatization. Third, there are 
more infections and complications 
as a result of treatment.

Day is suing the BC government 
in BC Supreme Court. Turner says 
that no matter what the outcome, the 

case will end up in the Supreme Court 
of Canada, affecting all Canadians. He 
says the BC Liberal government has 
done a good job fighting the case, and 
the new federal Liberal government 
became an intervenor a year ago. 
The former federal Conservative 
government “didn’t want anything 
to do with it,” Turner said.

Turner says Day’s main argument 
is about shorter wait times – that 
allowing those who can afford it to 
use private surgery centres will result 
in shorter wait times. “But that’s 
baloney,” said Turner. “Not only do 
private centres take the patients out of 
the public system, but they also take 
out the doctors and nurses.”

Turner says the evidence shows 
that private health systems actually 
result in longer wait times.

“He’s trying to say he can reduce 
wait times and make life better for 
Canadians, but his real motive is 

money,” said Turner.
Turner agrees that something 

should be done about wait times in 
Canada, and says the solution is an 
integrative model of care, in place 
in many European countries. The 
BC Health Coalition is advocating 
for an integrative system, where 
patients don’t have to go back to the 
doctor so frequently because other 
health professionals are also actively 
involved in the patient’s care. This 
advocacy is separate from the Day 
court case.

The Day case got underway on 
September 16, 2016. Turner said he 
expects the case to drag on because 
as long as it’s in court, Day can 
continue extra billing. He has called 
45 witnesses so far, and has 50 more 
to call.

The Coalition is fundraising to 
pay the legal fees. Learn more at 
www.savemedicare.ca.

Unity Music Festival, the sweet family festival on the beach in the village of Slocan, will be held July 14 -16. 
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Slocan council took steps at 

its regular council meeting on 
June 12 to reduce the ways any 
owner of the former Springer Creek 
Forest Products sawmill site will be 
permitted to use that land.

Council introduced and gave first 
and second readings to amendments 
to the Village’s Mill Industrial 
Zoning Bylaw and the Slocan 
Official Community Plan. The 
amendments will remove most of 
the permitted uses of the mill site. 
Accessory residential, accessory 

retail and wholesale, commercial 
storage, warehouse, contractor 
office, shop, yard, loading/unloading 
facility, lumber storage, machine 
shop, and parts manufacture will 
no longer be allowed in the zone. 
After the amendments are passed, 
the site will be allowed to be used 
only for a sawmill. If it is used for 
a sawmill, then accessory buildings 
and structures will be allowed as 
well. 

Mayor Jessica Lunn said the 
changes are “just protecting the 
site for future use.” She also said 
Peter Mason, the owner of Springer 
Creek Investments which owns the 
mill site, has been aware the Village 
could amend its zoning bylaw and 
OCP. The sawmill shut down in 2013 
and most of the mill buildings were 
demolished the following year. The 

19.55-acre mill site has been for sale 
since 2015.

CAO Michelle Gordon said 
that it is unlikely that another 
sawmill would be erected on the 
site considering the “remote location, 
the state of the lumber market, the 
value of the Canadian dollar, rising 
fuel costs, and the fact that all mill 
structures and machinery have been 
demolished and removed.” She also 
said, “By removing other types of 
industrial uses, the Village is less 
vulnerable to having an industrial 
operation establish without the need 
of a rezoning and public process.” 
She said that as the bylaw stands 
now, the site could be used for a 
number of non-mill uses including 
commercial storage. 

Slocan’s Official Community 
Plan recognizes the lakeside mill site 
as a Special Development Designation 
Area.  Future redevelopment 
combining residences, parkland, 
and possibly limited commercial and 
non-industrial land uses, all subject 
to a public planning process and 
rezoning application, are supported 
in the OCP. CAO Gordon said the 
bylaw and OCP were being amended 
“so we can follow through with what 
the OCP states.”

According to the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Plan’s third 
report, ‘Economic Development 
Strategy and Implementation Plan,’ 
participants in the public input 
sessions held in 2016 and 2017 
“see the Slocan Valley mill site 
as a tremendous asset and want 
to make sure it is well planned to 
encourage economic development 
activity that meets the needs of 
the community.” CAO Gordon 
emphasized that participants at 
public input sessions throughout 
the Valley had emphasized the 
importance of the mill site to the 
whole region.

A public hearing concerning the 

zoning and OCP amendment bylaws 
will be held in council chambers 
at 5 pm on July 10. Council plans 
to consider a third reading of the 
amendment bylaws at a special 
meeting of council in July (date to be 
announced later) and then consider 
final adoption at the following 
regular council meeting on August 
14. 

Council is looking for funding 
to create a Mill Site Master Plan/ 
Charette.  The Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Strategy and 
Implementation Plan explains that a 
charrette is a “comprehensive, hands-
on, intensive planning and design 
exercise where planners, property 
and business owners and other 
interested persons work together to 
discuss issues and potential solutions, 
create alternatives, and finally settle 
on a preferred plan for the future of 
… a specific piece of land.” 

The SV Economic Development 
Strategy and Implementation Plan 
also says, Slocan “may wish to work 
with Columbia Basin Trust, or other 
interested parties, to acquire the 
property until the completion of a 
comprehensive planning process is 
completed and new zoning reflecting 
the desires of the community is 
passed.” A purchase by CBT does 
seem to be a possibility. Slocan 
council passed an in camera 
resolution on December 14, 2015 
that was moved to open meeting on 
January 11, 2016 that “Council and 
staff are working with the support 
of Columbia Basin Trust to explore 
acquisition of the old mill site, 
including diligence in pursuing site 
assessment.” 

Slocan has joined Silverton, 
New Denver, and the RDCK in a 
joint application to the third Intake 
of the Rural Dividend Fund for 
a grant to implement the Slocan 
Valley Economic Development Plan. 
CAO Gordon said the SVED Plan 
“Steering Committee discussed the 
charrette being included with Rural 
Dividend third intake funding.” 

Another amendment to the 

zoning bylaw and the OCP will 
re-designate three lots on Harold 
Street from Core Commercial 
to Residential. In addition, the 
minimum site area in the zoning 
bylaw’s Core Commercial zone 
will be reduced from 900 square 
metres to 614 square metres. This 
will “enable infill on commercial 
two-lot parcels.”

A final amendment to the zoning 
bylaw will amend off-street parking 
requirements for core commercial  
properties with a maximum site 
area of 614 square feet that are 
situated on roads that are 30.5 metres 
wide (currently Harold Street is 
the only road this width) to allow 
businesses to use the street for 
parking. Currently, the zoning bylaw 
requires core commercial sites 
to have off-street parking stalls. 
CAO Gordon said, “Removing the 
off-street parking requirement for 
commercial two-lot properties along 
Harold Street would allow ease of 
construction for developers, create a 
sense of place in the downtown core, 
and would encourage and promote a 
climate-friendly travel alternative.”

Slocan council makes move to protect mill site

Free FireSmart 
assessment: 
reduce wildfire 
risk near your 
home 
submitted

The Regional District of Central 
Kootenay invites residents to 
participate in a FireSmart assessment 
of their home exterior and property. 
Wildfires are a natural part of British 
Columbia’s ecosystems. Living 
where wildfires can occur may put 
your home at risk, but it is possible 
to reduce the potential impacts on 
your home and property from these 
natural events.

The recommendations of the 
FireSmart assessment will help 
inform residents how to reduce the 
risk of wildfire near their homes 
and provide a better opportunity to 
defend their property from a wildfire.

RDCK FireSmart Ambassadors 
will be completing assessments in 
Area D July 6 – 12; Area H August 
10 – 16, and Area K August 17 – 23.

To schedule an assessment or to 
find out more about the programs 
offered through RDCK Wildfire 
Mitigation please contact Nora 
Hannon at  250-352-8177 or 
hannon@rdck.bc.ca.
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by Art Joyce
A meeting hosted by local 

WildSafeBC coordinator Bree Lillies 
at the Bosun Hall June 20 brought 
together a panel of key players in bear-
human conflict management. The goal 
was to educate the public as to the best 
means of reducing conflict and thereby 
the number of bears that must be killed 
each year. New Denver is one of 30 
Bear Smart communities in BC.

Panelists included Frank Ritcey, 
provincial coordinator for WildSafe 
BC, New Denver Councillor Nadine 
Raynolds, Silverton Mayor Jason 
Clarke, Provincial Wildlife Conflict 
Manager Mike Badry, Conservation 
Officer Ben Beetlestone, and RCMP 
Constable Robert Notari. 

“The way it works well is 
when everyone sees the issue as 
a community responsibility,” said 
Ritcey. “It takes a village to raise a 
child but it takes a village to address 
these problems. It doesn’t work if you 
have 75% compliance. It starts with 
the individual but everyone has to 
work together.” 

Raynolds said New Denver 
has replaced all of its 21 public 
garbage cans and bins with bearproof 
containers. Last year’s record number 
of bears in the village was not due to 
garbage issues, added Conservation 
Officer Ben Beetlestone. An early 
spring resulted in a poor berry crop at 
high elevations, he said, and bears in 
the village were primarily seen eating 
fruit, nuts and mountain ash berries, 
not garbage. This was disputed by 
local bear biologist Wayne McCrory, 
who claimed that bears always have 
plenty of food in the mountains. Yet 
local wildcrafters and berry pickers 
also reported an unusually poor 
huckleberry harvest in 2016. This 
reporter asked the panel whether 
they knew the current state of climate 
science on this point – surely climate 
change will disrupt natural food 
cycles? None on the panel did, though 
admitting that it will likely be a “game 
changer.”

Councillor Raynolds said the 
Village of New Denver has a solid 
waste bylaw that requires garbage to 
be put out no earlier than 6 am the 

Bear Smart advocates meet with New Denver community
morning of pickup and it must be in 
containers. The Village is exploring the 
possibility of investing in household 
bearproof garbage cans, but these are 
quite expensive, averaging $200 each. 
Beetlestone pointed out that no West 
Kootenay retailers sell them, probably 
due to the cost. However, Raynolds 
said if residents set this as a priority, 
the Village would pursue grant funding 
and bulk purchase discounts. 

Electric fencing was promoted as 
the best way to discourage bears from 
raiding fruit trees, along with making 
sure fruit trees are harvested. Lillies 
is the New Denver Harvest Share 
coordinator and can help arrange 
volunteer fruit pickers. Raynolds 
said the Village has a limited amount 
of fencing that’s available on loan, 
although she encouraged residents to 
invest in their own. Gillian Sanders of 
Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions 
in Kaslo can offer a 50-50 cost share 
program – up to $500 – in partnership 
with the Valhalla Wilderness Society. 
Lillies can also assist residents with the 
design and setup of fencing.

The  problem of  absentee 
homeowners was raised, as many 
don’t arrange to have their fruit trees 
picked. How do you deal with them? 
Mayor Clarke said the Village of 
Silverton routinely sends out Bear 
Smart and WildSafe BC information 
with its tax notices. Silverton last year 
also offered a free bokashi composting 
workshop and bokashi composters for 
residents. 

During question period, some in 
the audience asked about an attractants 
bylaw. Councillor Raynolds said 
New Denver is considering it, and 
has already removed all fruit trees 
from Village land. Mayor Clarke said 
Silverton will watch New Denver’s 
deliberations but he realizes people 
don’t move to the Slocan Valley to 
have yet more regulations to abide 
by. Beetlestone and Ritcey said they 
prefer to work with people to educate 
first rather than enforce. 

M c C r o r y  a s k e d  w h y  t h e 
Conservation Service wasn’t enforcing 
more aggressively.

“We do do enforcement but it 
doesn’t solve the problem,” said 

Beetlestone. “You have to issue an 
order for each incident, and they’re 
time limited; people have 30 days to 
pay or dispute the ticket. Drunk or 
distracted driving kills people and the 
fines are stiff but people still do it. It 
only takes one bad apple to create a 
problem.”

O t h e r s  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e 
effectiveness of relocating bears. 

Badry said that generally speaking, 
long-distance translocation (up to 100 
km away) works very poorly. Bears 
end up in conflict with other bears, 
suffer starvation, or get killed on 
highways. Short-distance relocation 
can help if the bear in question isn’t 
habituated to finding food in settled 
areas. Habituated bears will simply 
return to areas where they know food 

is available.
“You’re dealing with bears that 

can live for 15-20 years, so they have 
long memories,” said Ritcey. “Even 
if we get everything locked down, it’s 
not going to be solved overnight. It’s 
really important to remember the good 
things we’re doing. I always use New 
Denver as an example of a community 
that’s doing a really good job.”
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Summer is here!! 
Come enjoy the best view in Kaslo from our patio

Sad!!
Trumpty Dumpty waits on his 

wall
Trumpty fears he is facing a fall
Not one of his voters – not 

women, not men
Will ever vote Trumpty Dumpty 

again.
K. Jacks

South Slocan

BC Liberal 
government 
throne speech 
2017

I listened carefully to the live 
telecast of the throne speech delivered 
by the BC Liberal government. 
Then I read the document, focusing 
particularly on the promises relevant 
to economic, social and environmental 
issues, and who would be helped and 
who would be hurt.

Then I reflected on what these BC 
Liberals have done while they have 
been in power for the past 16 years – 
the economic, social and environmental 
actions they have taken, and who has 
been helped and who has been hurt.

What I learned was amazing. Real 
evidence – documented proof – the 
BC Liberals are Real Liberals. In the 
tradition of federal Liberals, Liberals 
run like New Democrats and govern 
like Conservatives.

Vincent Salvo
Castlegar

Fraggle rock 
and climate

The late Jim Henson’s Fraggles 
had it right when referring to humans 
as “the silly people.” Humans and 
lemmings at times seem to have a 
propensity for self-destruction.

If we consider recent data 
presented in Brandie Weikle’s article 
for CBC June 16, the Fraggle term is 
a bit generous. Work done by Ohio 
State University on the West Antarctic 
ice sheet revealed significant melting 
due to climate change. If continued, 

that melted ice sheet could increase 
global sea levels by 3.4 metres. 
Halifax, Vancouver, Miami, and New 
York would be able to add a new 
understanding of “waterfront property.”

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  s o m e 
governments, corporations and other 
humans are continuing with behavior 
that is not only self-destructive; but 
destructive to all those others who call 
planet earth their home – including 
Fraggles and lemmings.

Ron Robinson
Nelson

Historic moves 
to address 
climate change

Trump’s withdrawal from the Paris 
Accord has motivated many elected 
officials in the US to “redoubling their 
climate efforts” states the former mayor 
of NYC. “Cities, states and corporations 
could achieve, or surpass, the pledge of 
the former administration.”

This growing list, which includes 
30 mayors, three governors, more than 
80 university presidents, and 100+ 
businesses, is negotiating with the 
UN to have its submission accepted 
alongside contributions to the Paris 
climate deal by other nations.

But unusual turns don’t end there. 
In an unprecedented move, Exxon 
shareholders voted overwhelmingly 
in favour of a policy forcing the oil 
giant to assess the long-term impacts of 
climate change. Though the executive 
board opposed the motion, the majority 
of shareholders voted to take a stand for 
the climate instead.

As we head into the 17th year in a 
row of record breaking temperatures 
around the globe, 21 young people are 
suing the US government. A US court 
ruled that they have a constitutional 
right to a safe climate. Now a federal 
court will hear their case.

These historic moves show that 
we’re on the brink of a huge shift, but 
will it be in time?

Carole Summer
Kaslo

The Gaia/Jumbo 
connection

June 5 is UN World Environment 
Day. The day was set aside in 1974 for 
celebrating our natural environment 
and creating an awareness of global 
environmental issues.

Now 43 years later, unless your 
name is Donald Trump, it’s pretty hard to 
deny that we’re taking a giant step into a 
global climate crisis where the developed 
part of the world will get its just desserts 
and the undeveloped part of the world 
will get those same desserts.

It’s obvious from the information 
that I get that carbon dioxide, CO2, 
(often referred to as just plain carbon), 
is the major culprit. Yet CO2 has been 
around since the beginning. However, 
the measurable quantity has never been 
so high and is climbing.

Earth’s balanced atmosphere has 
traditionally been kept by the successful 
teamwork of forests and oceans giving 
off oxygen and sequestering carbon 
dioxide – voila, nice and easy.

So what has gone wrong?
“The fact is that several decades of 

extractive capitalism have fueled extreme 
wealth, and democratic demise, and has 
brought us to the brink of ecological 
ruin,” Chuck Collins says, while “the 
great mass of people have already been 
programmed to be consumers and 
detached spectators.”

And it sure is humbling to realize 

that our civilization has failed to protect 
the most important thing – the earth 
itself.

“The destruction of ecosystems 
should be a prosecutable crime. Currently 
there is no law to prosecute those who 
are destroying the planet. Climate 
campaigners do not have the support of 
the judiciary in preventing the corporate 
ecocide that is daily occurring under our 
very noses.” Daniel Pinchbeck’s How 
Soon Is Now.

“Over the the last few decades we 
have been disturbing the ecological 
equilibrium of our planet in myriad 
new ways. We congratulate ourselves 
on the unprecedented accomplishments 
of modern Sapiens – if only to ignore 
the fate of all other animals.” Yuval 
Noah Harari’s Sapiens: A Brief History 
of Humankind

“And, green consumerism and 
going organic is not going to lead to our 
salvation.” Murray Bookchin, quote 
from How Soon Is Now.

Judging from the above, it is easy to 
assign the guilt to corporate development 
– front, back and centre – here, there 
and nearly everywhere. But NOT in 
the Jumbo Valley, because there’s no 
development, per se – only the remains 
of a corporate failed try.

It was 30 years ago that Oberto 
Oberti’s Pheidias Development 
Corporation endeavoured to get a 
foothold there. And Mr. Oberti has 
been persistently awaiting the BC 

government’s permission to take a 
large corporate bite out of one of our 
most cherished, awe-inspiring, natural, 
complete ecosystems that just keeps 
doing its job of sequestering CO2 
and sending out oxygen, along with 
sending clear, clean glacial water into 
the Columbia River system.

Hark, isn’t that the fat grizzly 
singing ...

“KEEP IT WILD, KEEP IT FREE, 
KEEP IT FOR ETERNITY - KEEP 
JUMBO WILD FOREVER.” Walkin 
Scott Massar.

Many years ago, David Suzuki 
said that there should be no more 
developments in all hitherto undeveloped 
places on the planet. I agreed at the time 
and still do.

News from the powers that be: 
Oberto Oberti is still waiting for the 
results of his judicial review against 
the previous Liberal government’s 
Minister of Environment’s ruling of ‘no 
substantial start.’ And the Ktunaxa, and 
their supporters, are still waiting for a 
decision on their appeal to the Supreme 
Court of Canada to rule in their favour 
that a resort development is not suitable 
in their sacred Jumbo space, which 
will override the BC Supreme Court’s 
decision that a resort, and a city nearly 
the size of Nelson, would not deter from 
Jumbo’s sacred qualities.

Rowena Eloise, Argenta
for the West Kootenay Coalition 

for Jumbo Wild
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Not celebrating 
Canada 150

As Canada’s 150th anniversary 
approaches, in-your-face patriotism 
is ramping up. We’re encouraged to 
celebrate all things Canadian: Tim 
Horton’s, hockey and “our home 
and native land.” CBC’s online video 
“Canada is celebrating 150 years of... 
what, exactly?” condenses events that 
led to this colonial celebration, with 
the acknowledgement : “Indigenous 

Critical habitat 
protection 
for southern 
mountain 
caribou on non-
federal lands

Dear Federal  Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change 
Catherine McKenna:

We are writing to request that you 
act without delay in exercising your 
duty to implement the Species at Risk 
Act in order to seriously address the 

directly decreasing predators (wolf, 
cougar) and alternate prey (moose, 
white-tailed deer) cannot on their 
own provide a long-term solution 
in the face of increasing habitat 
loss, degradation and disturbance. 
It remains doubtful whether these 
efforts will even provide adequate 
short-term protection.

Habitat recovery for mountain 
caribou in already degraded areas 
will take a very long time. It is 
inevitable that the scale of industrial 
development and other human 
incursions on sensitive mountain 
habitats will have to be scaled back if 
we are to have any hope of protecting 
species such as mountain caribou. 
Rather than allowing all of these 
activities to increase – decisions not 
easily reversed – now is the time to 
start making some difficult decisions.

When it is determined that 
critical habitat is not effectively 
protected, as is the case now, SARA 
requires that the Minister recommend 
to the Governor in Council that a 
protection order be made to bring the 
SARA subsection 61(1) prohibition 
against the destruction of critical 
habitat into force for the unprotected 
portions. Although the provinces are 
taking some steps towards mountain 
caribou recovery, the effort actually 
required is much greater, urgent and 
challenging than provincial politics 
is currently able to acknowledge. 
Comprehensive, landscape-scale 
solutions, including expanded habitat 
protections, must be developed and 
implemented with expedience.

We trust that you will take a 
strong and courageous leadership 
position on this issue to assist the 
people of British Columbia and 
Canada in the conservation of 
mountain caribou and their habitat 
for the future. We look forward to 
your response.

Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative, 

Conservation Northwest, 
Greenpeace Canada, Sierra Club, 

Wildsight

From Silverton 
to Glade

My greatest sympathy to the 
community of Glade for their 
deep concern over the logging of 
their watershed. It’s about all our 
watersheds that have been eroding 
over the years and finally it’s in our 
backyard and affecting us personally. 
It’s absolutely devastating, just as 
devastating as appealing to the laws 
of our noble corporate governments, 
whether federal, provincial, or 
municipal. Most of the laws are 
founded on commerce and serve the 
corporations, as they have money 
to pay the legal fees and we, the 
masses, are reduced to bake sales 
trying to raise funds to stand up and 
be counted in the decision process.

In Silverton, my daughter arrived 
home to discover a deep hole cut 
right through the steep bank holding 
up her property and her house. Trees 
were removed, roots were cut, 
compromising big trees that could 
endanger people’s lives. When we 
looked for property pins, we found 
them thrown in the bush. The local 
CAO took full responsibility and 
explained that this was the easiest, 
shortest, cheapest way to get the 
water pipe up the hill. Now they 
promise to resurvey the property, hire 
someone to check the stability of the 
slope, maybe build a retaining wall, 
and on and on...

My question is the same as with 
the logging in Glade: Why were they 
not a part of the decision process? 
These are our ‘smart’ people who sit 
in meetings, drawing lines through 
our forest and our lives without due 
respect for all those affected as they 
make plans for a healthier future. We 
are paying for these ‘smart’ people to 
go to conferences that are going to 
lead our country into the next century 
and somewhere between their paid 
martini and dinner, you just lost the 
land beneath your feet or your source 
of water.

Since they’ve introduced the 
word ‘smart’ into their political 
agenda, from ‘water smart’ to ‘smart 
meters’ and so on, we have been 
treated as dumber and dumber. 
Most of our traditions teach us that 
we are part of the web of life, just 
as important as a honeybee, but 
unfortunately in this society some 
people are smarter than others 
and empathy, cooperation or plain 
old common sense are not on the 
agenda. It’s resource exploitation, 
not conservation, and business over 
life. It’s profit at all cost and most of 
the profit will go to upkeep the cult of 
modern machinery, just like most of 
the housing on earth is for accounting 
and not living.

No matter how many times 
we’ve demonstrated a gentler way 
of working with nature, we’ve failed 
royally. In the end, our last recourse 
is to face tons of huge grinding 
machinery on logging roads and 
disobey her Majesty the Queen on 

her ‘Crown land.’ The police and the 
labyrinth of ministries will not stand 
by the people who live there; they 
will politely listen and record your 
words in case you swear at them, 
but in the end your tax dollars will 
pay to arrest you for your audacity 
to stand for the last of life on earth – 
your reward for participating in our 
democracy.

At the end of the day, we will 
all be losers but the greatest losers 
of all will be the next generation. 
My grandmother once said: “Good 
government is equal to the quality of 
water given to the children,” and we 
hand them a glass of water tainted 
with chemicals from industrial 
pollution and chlorine to disinfect 
the shit in it.

25 million dollars have been 
allocated to save the caribou after 
we’ve destroyed their habitat and 
we have government meetings over 
problem bears in town after we’ve 
destroyed their habitat. And yet, 
we can’t stop the machinery and 
we need more oil to serve it at the 
costs of losing our drinking water. 
And now Coca-Cola is selling you 
stale water in plastic bottles, creating 
islands of garbage in our oceans. Are 
we all that stupid? Yes! And off we 
go to another corporate-sponsored 
meeting to educate us on climate 
change and how to re-arrange our 
putrid life around it while we still 
keep destroying ecosystems that are 
the life blood of the planet. 40,000 
truckloads of old growth wood will 
be coming out of the Duncan over 
the next so many years – after all, 
we need money to do research on 
Artificial Intelligence – no wonder.

This is our government at work 
for you. Our Aboriginal people’s 
prophecies remind us that when the 
last fish is caught, the last tree is cut 
down and the last river poisoned, 
only then will we realize that we 
cannot eat money. The only thing 
we have left is our soul, our moral 
conviction that something is deadly 
wrong. The only recourse is to stand 
strong with peace in our hearts, not 
live in fear, have the courage to face 
the challenge, and pray like hell. 
Gandhi called it ‘Satyagraha.’ 

If we, the people can all hold 
hands together and be there for one 
another… if thousands of people 
stood strong… what could we 
achieve?

Eloise Charet, Bear Clan
Red Mountain

people have been on this land for 
thousands of years” and ending with 
“How old is Canada, really? Hard 
to say. We’re going with 150... for 
obvious reasons.” Obviously... ?  

In 1867, the “Dominion of 
Canada” was created to the benefit 
of people who displaced First 
Nations. This colonization process 
was violent and culturally genocidal. 
Since then, Indigenous people have 
experienced land dispossession, 
destruction of traditional cultures 
and violent assimilation through 
residential schools.  

When I think about pride in 
who I am, identifying as ‘Canadian’ 
doesn’t come to mind. Current living 
conditions on reservations include 
inaccessibility to clean drinking water 
and adequate, safe housing. The Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission 
highlighted the atrocities suffered 
by Indigenous people in residential 
schools – physical and sexual abuse, 
and severance from families and 
language. Here in the West Kootenay, 
the bureaucratic extinction of the 
Sinixt people is a profound example 
of this brutality.  

When fireworks are lit, red and 
white flags waving, I’m still left 
wondering: what are we celebrating?  

Idle No More, a grassroots 
activist organization that honours 
Indigenous sovereignty and the 
responsibilities to land and water, 
calls us to action for Canada’s 150; 
it has nothing to do with celebrating. 
Rather, it’s a call to UNsettle the 
legacy of poverty, inaccessibility 
of education and healthcare, and 
the effects of intergenerational 
trauma. Ellen Gabriel, Kanehsatà:ke 
Mohawk activist, says, “I’m not 
going to celebrate Canada’s theft of 
our lands. Until Canadians actually 
understand the history of Canada, the 
genocide of Canada, there is really 
nothing for us to celebrate, because 
we’re still struggling.”  

Apology  i s  no t  enough. 
Accountabi l i ty  i s  requi red . 
Resources need re-allocating back 
to people who live in impoverished 
conditions. As settler-Canadians, we 
need to recognize the price of our 
inhabitation here. On July 1, I stand 
with First Nations in UNsettling 
Canada. 

Alison Christie
Winlaw

rapid decline of mountain caribou 
populations in British Columbia. If 
Canada fails to address the current 
political and economic challenges 
associated with caribou protection, 
the extirpation of mountain caribou 
will be recognized as an iconic 
conservation failure in the future.

There are few better examples 
in Canada of the reasons why the 
Species at Risk Act is needed than 
the status of the mountain ecotype 
of woodland caribou at present. It is 
clear that extensive changes to habitat 
caused by industrial development – 
including valley bottom conversion to 
hydroelectric reservoirs, commercial 
forestry and mining operations, oil 
and gas exploration and extraction, 
urban development, and recreational 
travel – are having a cumulative 
adverse effect on mountain caribou 
populations. This is due to direct 
habitat loss as well as changes in 
predator/prey dynamics also caused 
by habitat loss. The added stressors 
on mountain ecosystems associated 
with climate change further lower the 
threshold of resilience. Our inability 
to predict ecosystem changes due to 
climate shifts further underscores 
the need for strong action and the 
unwavering application of the 
precautionary principle.

The Canada-British Columbia 
Southern Mountain Caribou 
(Central Group) Protection Study 
(February 2017), makes it clear that 
critical habitat is not adequately 
protected for most, and perhaps all, 
remaining Central Group herds. 
Although formal assessment and 
documentation are still forthcoming, 
it is certain that other populations of 
southern mountain caribou in BC are 
also in serious trouble, also due to 
historic – and in some cases ongoing 
– cumulative impacts.

The situation is complex, and 
it is not necessarily easy to point to 
one or two major culprits to single 
out in any one region. However, it 
is the responsibility of our federal 
and provincial governments to 
understand the extent and condition 
of available habitat and to act if it 
is determined to be insufficient. We 
must remember that the threshold of 
65% critical habitat protection for 
mountain caribou in some types of 
habitat (e.g. low elevation winter 
range and type 1 matrix habitat for 
the Northern and Central groups) 
is considered to be the minimum 
for sustainable populations. It is 
by no means guaranteed that even 
protection of this portion of habitat 
will be enough, and we would be well 
served by protecting all remaining 
critical habitat.

Intensive effort is being made 
to increase calf survival using 
experimental maternal penning. 
This may help in the short term to 
stabilize a couple of populations. 
However, it is well recognized by 
those involved that this is far from 
a solution. It is also understood 
that other radical measures such as 
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Pharmacist 
Approved

Did you know...
clouds only 
block 20% 

of the sun’s 
UV rays?

Be safe in the sun with atoma® sunscreen
Same active ingredients found in national brands, but at a lower price.

We guarantee your satisfaction or your money back.

Dedicated to Your Health
309 6th Avenue, New Denver • 250-358-2500

403 Front Street, Kaslo • 250-353-2224

by Art Joyce
It’s clear from daily news headlines 

from around the world that we’re 
living in a fractured time, a time when 
politicians and extremists exploit the 
divisions between us. This year’s 
Convergence Writers’ Weekend theme, 
‘We Will Not Be Separated,’ aimed to 
counter this trend. 

Held at New Denver’s Knox Hall 
June 16 and 17, the event attracted 26 

Convergence Writers’ event provokes thoughtful writing
people to the community for writing 
workshops, readings and discussions. 
Convergence was established in 2012, 
making this the fifth event. 

Writing instructors Gary Geddes 
and Carolyn Pogue provided their 
perspectives on writing for social justice 
in a way that motivates and inspires 
readers.

Friday evening the public was 
invited to hear Geddes and Pogue 
speak. Geddes is the author or editor 
of 50 books over a 40-year career as a 
poet and nonfiction author. His newest 
book, Medicine Unbundled, is an 
account of Canada’s segregated health 
care system for indigenous people. 
His poem on the native residential 
schools, The Resumption of Play, 
won the Malahat Long Poem prize 
last year. Geddes spoke of writing 
as an act of reconciliation with the 
atrocities of history, that the writer 
is “the ventriloquist of history.” He 

rebuked the notion that politics and 
poetry have no place together. In fact, 
politics and poetry have been closely 
intertwined since Homer’s epics the 
Iliad and the Odyssey, and even earlier. 

Geddes used Homer’s story of the 
Trojan horse as a metaphor for “the 
failure of diplomacy and foreign policy, 
a story that warned us long ago about 
the kind of conditions that could lead 
to the attacks of 9/11 or the election of 
a president such as Donald Trump.” 
In this respect the writer helps us 
“understand our destructive impulses,” 
in hopes of cultivating “more sensitive 
forms of government and a more 
enduring social contract.” 

Poetry itself, said Geddes, is a kind 
of Trojan horse. He calls it “a subversive 
force… that gets under the skin, into 
the bones,” and “a healing art.” Poetry 
begins with the child’s love of language, 
her embrace of nonsense syllables, 
of songs and stories full of magical 
elements. And, as is often seen at times 
of great national tragedy when world 
leaders recite poems, “In moments of 
extreme joy or grief or loss we return 
to poetry, that rich, primal language of 
the heart.”

Pogue, through her work with the 
United Church, was involved in the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
hearings in Edmonton. The church has 
apologized for its role in the native 
residential schools and Pogue’s writing 
is dedicated to healing such wounds. 
Part of her work includes a peace camp 
for kids, and many of her books are 
aimed at children. The theme of her 
workshop was ‘Writing to Reconcile.’ 
She spoke to the Convergence theme of 
separation, noting how the divide and 
conquer strategy was used against the 
Lubicon Cree land claim negotiations. 
“Obviously, separation weakens, so 
would-be – fake – leaders like to 
separate people. Having grown up on a 
farm and lived many years in the NWT, 
I saw that separation sometimes kills. 
Literally.” 

Currently a Calgary resident, she 
also spoke of the challenges of living in 

a technology-immersed culture. “Smart 
phones and gizmos like it are sold as 
something to bring us together, yet 
when I look around me in a restaurant 
or on public transit, I’m not seeing 
conversations or people making eye 
contact. Spontaneous conversations are 
more rare. People don’t even look out 
the window to see if the ice is moving 
in the river, or how the clouds over the 
distant Rockies are catching the glow of 
the sun. I saw a great sign in a restaurant. 
It read, ‘We don’t have Wi-Fi. Pretend 
it’s 1995 and just talk to each other.’” 

Pogue then read a children’s story 
she wrote called The Wall, a well-crafted 
allegory that illustrated how ‘walls’ 
of separation are built with bricks of 
intolerance, hate and ignorance.

Registrants convened again after 
dinner to give readings of poems or 
stories they’d brought to the workshops 
for critique. This was followed by a 
wrap-up discussion in an open format. 
It was pointed out that, despite living in 
such a fractured time, recent scientific 
discoveries are shattering the old 
paradigms that have divided us. For 
example, the old ‘dumb animal’ trope 
is being laid to rest by discoveries of 
complex communication systems and 
family dynamics that often mirror our 
own. 

Therese DesCamp explained how 
cognitive linguistics is showing the 

common biological basis for all human 
language, countering the divisive idea 
that language structures are arbitrary 
and culturally isolated from one another. 
The field of epigenetics is proving how 
deeply we are linked to our family past 
and how subsequent generations can 
heal from inherited trauma.

Pol i t ica l  opera t ives  have 
successfully exploited the ‘divide and 
conquer’ strategy against progressives, 
forcing people to deal with identity 
politics, valley-by-valley environmental 
struggles, and the twisted logic of 
capitalism. This has often worked 
against a united front on issues such as 
global climate change. Author Joanna 
Macy has said part of the problem with 
climate change is that we have not found 
a way to publicly grieve for it.

Local author Tom Wayman spoke 
of a recent New Yorker article that 
asked why dystopias are so prevalent 
in current film and fiction. What does 
it mean when a society can’t seem 
to envision utopias anymore? Some 
thought that maybe dystopias are a form 
of grieving.

Pogue quoted Josh Stearns, 
an American journalist, who said: 
“We cannot create a world we can’t 
imagine. Stories are the engines of 
our imaginations.” If we want a better 
world, we have to first envision it before 
we can build it.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Colin McClure, Slocan’s Chief 

Financial Officer, presented the annual 
report at the June 12 council meeting. 
He said last year was a “successful 
year” for Slocan. Although 2016 
expenses were higher than budgeted, 
revenue was higher as well. 

The Village’s accumulated 
surplus grew by almost $180,000 to 
$4,177,708.  

Operating capital expenditures 
of $132,694 included a Public Works 
shed, new photocopier and computer, a 
ride-on mower, an office heat pump, and 
breakwater. Water capital expenditures 
of $58,308 included an upgrade to the 
water plant SCADA system, and water 
plant equipment.

Mayor Lunn’s comments in the 
annual report said, “The challenge 
facing Slocan is to provide relevant 
services to our residents and visitors 
alike.” She said council was proud 
of its accomplishments: stable taxes, 
continued progress on preliminary 
work toward the microhydro project, 
improvements to the campground 
and waterfront (breakwater deck 
was replaced) during phase 2 of the 
Tourism Enhancement Project, a joint 
application with New Denver, Siverton, 
and Area H to the BC Rural Dividend 

Fund, and continued work toward the 
development of seniors and affordable 
housing. 

The annual report detailed progress 
on seven objectives for 2016. For 
the microhydro project, a conceptual 
assessment was completed, water 
licence and Crown tenure application 
approved, and a development permit was 
submitted to the provincial government. 
Three bylaws were updated. The 
Village made a 10-year Capital Works 
Plan and began implementing it. 
Opportunities to create and support 
economic development continued. 
A letter supporting maintaining WE 
Graham Community School was sent to 
the school board. Grants were provided 
to support a commercial kitchen in the 
Silvery Slocan Hall. The Slocan Valley 
Seniors’ Housing Society completed 
a Needs and Demands Study, and 
continued work on a Feasibility Study, 
with plans to break ground in 2017. 

In 2016, the Village issued three 
permits for $610,000 of residential 
new construction, four permits for 
$27,200 of additions, renovations and 
accessory building, and three permits 
for $10,000 of commercial additions 
and renovations.  

In early 2016, council set objectives 
which it hopes to accomplish by the end 
of its term in 2018. Still underway are 
the microhydro project and seniors’ 
housing. This year the Village plans 
to remove the waterfront berm and 
replace it with a lock-block wall; 
continue upgrades to additional sites 
at the campground, and complete the 
digital cemetery database and web-
mapping tool for managing plots, maps, 
burials and interment information.

The annual report is available at 
the Village Office and on the Village’s 
website, www.slocancity.com

Slocan annual report presented
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Expect Bicycles

slocanlakess.com

WEATHER CHANGES
According to CBT Climate Change 
studies, Columbia Basin com-
munities can expect to experience 
warmer, wetter winters; hotter, drier 
summers; and more extreme pre-
cipitation in the future.  Tempera-
ture projections for New Denver 
and Silverton state that there will 
likely be an additional 29 to 37 days 
per year above 25º C.

by Katrine Campbell
• Area H Director Walter Popoff 

will meet with directors from Castlegar, 
Nelson and Areas E, F, I and J to 
discuss opportunities to jointly benefit 
area residents at Campbell Field. 
RC Strategies and Professional 
Environmental Recreation Consultants 
(PERC) will be retained to facilitate 
the discussion. The recommendation 
came from the May All Recreation 
Committee meeting. Campbell Field, 
an 8.6-acre parcel, is next to Mt. 
Sentinel School in South Slocan. It 
had been used for sports and cultural 
activities since the 1930s and was 
donated to the RDCK by the South 
Slocan Sports Association last year.

• The RDCK board received a 
letter from Peter Ronald of Local 
Government Program Services 
advising the RDCK will receive grants 
of $22,500 each for Community 
Wildfire Protection Plans for Area H 

RDCK board, June 15: Campbell Field opportunities to be discussed
North and South, and $11,250 for a 
Fuel Management Prescription Plan 
for Trozzo Creek. 

• The board received a letter from 
Columbia Power Corporation acting 
CEO Johnny Strilaeff advising that 
CPC would no longer be involved in 
the Kootenay Country booth initiative 
after this year as its mandate has 
changed.

• The contract for the Regional 
Agricultural Liaison Service was 
awarded to Keefer Ecological Ltd. The 
service is a partnership of the Regional 
Districts of Central Kootenay, East 
Kootenay and Kootenay Boundary, 
and the Columbia Basin Trust. Its 
focus is to maximize the region’s 
agricultural potential by supporting 
the agricultural sector through the 
provision of technical expertise to 
build the capacity of existing and 
new producers; and to support the 
viability of agriculture and increase 

food production in the RALS operating 
region. 

• The board directed staff to apply 
for a grant from the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities Municipal 
Asset Management Program for the 
Water Services Asset Management Plan 
project. This would cover nine water 
systems, including Burton, Edgewood, 
McDonald Creek, Rosebery Highlands, 
Woodbury Village, Duhamel, and 
Woodland Heights.

• Research analyst Randy Matheson 
reported on transit improvements. Bus 
shelters at Perry’s Back Rd/ Hwy 6 
and Balfour Upper Rd/ Hwy 3A will 
be upgraded with costs shared by the 
RDCK and MOTI. A pilot project will 
see solar bus stop lights on Route #20, 
Slocan Valley. Bus stop signage will be 
installed in the Slocan Valley. Winlaw 
Park ’n’ Ride site improvements and 
upgrades to pullouts will be paid for 
by MOTI. Upgrades will be made to 
the Nakusp, Kaslo and Kennedy Rd 
(Lemon Creek) bus shelters. 

• A discretionary grant  of $500 was 
approved from Area H to the Nelson 
and District Chamber of Commerce. 
Community development grants were 
approved as follows: Area D, to the 

Lardeau Valley Opportunity Links 
Society, $4,000; Area H, to the Slocan 
Valley Cultural Alliance for the Unity 
Music Festival, $3,000; Area K to 
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community 
Services Society, $1,200 for a Suicide 
Intervention Skills workshop and to the 
Edgewood Volunteer Fire Department, 
$7,000 to complete the cell coverage 
booster; the Village of Silverton, 
$11,260.22.

• The board appointed Kellie 
Knoll and Ken Butt to Recreation 
Commission #2 (Kaslo); Scott Kipkie 
and Peter Schwartz to the Rosebery 
Parklands and Trails Commission; and 

Kaila Ellis to the Winlaw Regional and 
Nature Park Commission. 

The chair will send letters to 
outgoing members David Buller 
(Winlaw Regional and Nature Park 
Commission), Art Mason and Chris 
Carroll (Area D Advisory Planning 
Commission) and Melissa Rode 
(Recreation Commission #4, Nakusp 
and Area K) thanking them for their 
service to the commissions and to the 
RDCK.

by Jan McMurray
The new Slocan Waterfront 

Restoration and Development Society 
hosted an evening at the Slocan Legion 
on June 17 to inform people about 
the society, to show the documentary 
Primeval: Enter the Incomappleux, and 
to enjoy food and music with friends 
and neighbours.

Society director Bob Lerch gave 
an overview of the society, registered 
last July. “We’re a group of people 
interested in the future of Slocan Lake 
and the waterfront,” he said. 

The purpose of the society is “to 
facilitate the ecological restoration 
of the Village of Slocan waterfront 
as an integral element of a resilient 
and sustainable local and regional 
economy.”

He showed two photos of the old 
mill site side by side – one from 1915 
and one from 2016 – to illustrate that 
the waterfront is far from its natural 
state. 

The society also does water 
monitoring on Springer Creek. Those 
interested can plan to attend the 
SWRDS’s first AGM, to be held this 
September.

The event at the Legion opened 
with Marilyn James, Sinixt matriarch, 
speaking about community service. She 
said there are two basic rules: take care 
of yourself first, then be of service. “Put 
a roof over your head, food on your 
table, and take care of your children 
first, and then be of service in whatever 
way you feel you can be,” she said. 

Acknowledging that some people 
don’t have the time or energy to be 
active, she encouraged people to 
support those who are. “Support the 
people who are fighting for the toads, 
the Incomappleux… we need to protect 
these pristine areas because they feed 
our spirits and give the grizzly and 
caribou some wiggle room,” she said.

She urged everyone to think about 
what they personally can do – perhaps 
refrain from walking through a wetland 
during a certain season, or refrain from 
snowmobiling or ATVing in certain 
areas. “We don’t need to manage 

Slocan waterfront and the 
Incomappleux rainforest 
highlighted at SWRDS event

wildlife, fish, or wetlands. We need to 
manage people. It’s time to say no to 
development. It’s time to start saying no 
to proposals for trails, logging, mining. 
How can we personally support these 
processes?”

Craig Pettitt, director of the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society, introduced the film 
Primeval: Enter the Incomappleux by 
award-winning filmmaker Damien 
Gillis. 

VWS has been around for 40 
years, with a focus on creating large 
wilderness parks. The film shows off 
the Incomappleux Valley, which Pettitt 
described as the “crown jewel” of the 
society’s Selkirk Mountain Caribou 
Park proposal. 

The Incomappleux Valley has 
ancient cedar/ hemlock trees between 
1,000 and 2,000 years old. Because 
these trees have very little commercial 
value, logging companies “knock 
them down and plant a plantation 
forest,” Pettitt said. “Once these forests 
have been cut down, we will never 
see trees of this stature ever again.” 
Interfor holds the logging rights to the 
Incomappleux.

A temporary moratorium on 
logging has been placed on the 
Incomappleux rainforest, thanks to 
the discovery of many species of 
rare lichens by lichenologist Toby 
Spribille. “The Ministry of Forests 
didn’t acknowledge the ancient trees, 
but did acknowledge the rare species of 
lichen,” said Pettitt. “The irony is that 
without the big, old trees, there would 
be no lichen.”

There is an online petition at 
change.org in favour of the park 
proposal.

Pettitt urged people to write letters 
in support of the Selkirk Mountain 
Caribou Park proposal to the Premier 
of BC, Box 9041, Stn PROV GOVT, 
Victoria V8W 9E1 or premier@gov.
bc.ca and the federal Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change, 
House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 or ec.ministre-minister.ec@
canada.ca. 

More information: vws.org.
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SPRINKLING RESTRICTIONS
Residents of the Village of New Denver are asked to observe 
the following rules regarding the use of sprinklers within the 
municipal boundaries:

Level 1 Sprinkling Restrictions: 
No sprinkling between 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

If you would like a free hose timer to assist with your water 
conservation efforts, please stop by the Village Office – the 
Village of New Denver is making them available to residents 
on a first-come, first-serve basis.  

WILDFIRE PROTECTION PROJECT
The Village of New Denver would like to advise area residents 
that Slocan Integrated Forestry Cooperative (SIFCo) will be 
resuming wildfire interface treatment activities in and around 
New Denver over the coming months, thanks to funding as-
sistance obtained from UBCM.   Details about the project are 
available weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. from the 
Village Office.

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Village of 
New Denver

NOTICE OF 2016 ANNUAL REPORT
Silverton Village Council will consider the 2016 Annual Report at the Regular 
Meeting of Council to be held Tuesday, July 11, 2017 at 7:00 pm in Council 
Chambers, Village Office, 421 Lake Avenue.

Members of the public are invited to attend the meeting and to present 
submissions or ask questions with respect to the report.

Copies of the Annual Report will be available for inspection at the Village 
Office, 421 Lake Avenue, starting June 27, 2017, or can be downloaded from 
the Village website at www.silverton.ca in pdf format. Copies of the report will 
also be available at the July 11th meeting.

For further information, please call Darrell Garceau, Corporate Officer, at 
(250) 358-2472 or e-mail dgarceau@silverton.ca

Darrell Garceau
Corporate Officer

The Corporation of the 
Village of Silverton

by Claire Paradis
• Councillor Bell attended the 

‘Aging Well’ meeting at Knox Hall and 
said it was clear that people are worried 
about the possibility of losing services. 

“Everybody’s upset, everybody’s 
concerned, everybody’s scared because 
they want to know if they’ll continue 
to have a hospital here,” she said. 

Silverton council, June 13: Concerns about health care
“There’s a lot of fear. And rightly so, 
because if we don’t have a hospital, a 
lot of people of a certain age group are 
going to have to leave.”

Bell also said there was a member 
of IH at the table, and it appeared they 
heard what people were saying. A 
citizens’ group is working with IH and 
are feeling like they’re being heard, 

Bell added. 
Councillor Main said she was part 

of an informal group that included 
New Denver Mayor Bunka, Kaslo 
Mayor Hewat, Area H (Slocan Valley) 
Director Popoff, Area K (Arrow Lakes) 
Director Peterson, Nakusp Mayor 
Hamling, and (Area D North Kootenay 
Lake) Director Aimee Watson that 
met to discuss the situation. They will 
be  meeting with IH representatives 
before the next hospital board meeting 
on June 28. 

“We have great concern about 
emergency services,” said Main. “We 
are the fall-back hospital for Kaslo 
if their emergency [department] has 
to close, not Nelson.” Even so, Main 
said she feels no need to panic yet, 
considering the calibre of people who 
are working to find a solution, some 
of whom she described as “bulldogs.”

• Therese DesCamp sent a letter 
to council asking for a volunteer to be 
part of the Visioning Committee that 
will explore what can be done with 
the United Church building on Alpha 
Street. According to her letter, the 
building is not sustainable as a church, 
and the group would be interested in 
collaborating with other community 
members. Councillor Carol Bell 

volunteered to join Penelope Stewart 
and Dan Nicholson on the committee. 

• Funding applications have been 
made to Southern Interior Development 
Initiative Trust (SIDIT) and Columbia 
Basin Trust (CBT) for improvements 
to the Silverton Gallery. Work should 
be started in six weeks, said Garceau. 

• Preliminary planning for 
community composting got underway 
at a Regional District of Central 
Kootenay (RDCK) Organics Diversion 
Workshop. Councillor Main said it was 
recognized that a large, centralized 
system doesn’t make sense for the 
area, so a series of smaller, local 
solutions that fit each community are 
being formulated. Silverton will be 
working with New Denver to create a 
composting plan. 

• The Village of Silverton will 
be applying for a grant from the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
to fund the Village’s asset management 
program. The program will include an 
Asset Inventory, Preliminary State of 
Infrastructure Reports and Eco-Asset 
Mapping. 

• Councillor Main was re-elected 
to the board of the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities again this 
year. Councillor Main said she was 

thrilled to be returning and gave a 
huge thanks to her campaign team. 
CAO Darrell Garceau commented that 
it was awesome that a rural town like 
Silverton has a presence and a voice at 
the national table. 

• In addition to his mayor’s report, 
Clarke said he “found it interesting 
to see how other folks do things up 
north” when he attended the North 
Central Local Government Association 
conference in Terrace. Councillor Main 
was a featured panelist discussing 
Eco Asset Management Plans at the 
conference.

• Both Mayor Jason Clarke and 
Councillor Bell will be taking part in 
the July 1 parade this year. Councillor 
Leah Main expressed regrets that 
she won’t be able to attend due to a 
scheduling conflict. 

It doesn’t look like work on the 
playground will be complete for the 
July 1 celebrations. “We don’t want 
to create any impediments,” said 
Garceau, who said he would be in 
conversation with the Community 
Club to ensure there were no conflicts 
on July 1. 

• Work on the water mains is 
underway, and will continue through 
June, July and August.  

by Katrine Campbell
•  C o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d  t h e 

recommendation to proceed with 
renovations on Knox Hall (once 
funding has been secured) while 
developing plans for the Bosun Hall. 
Councillor Nadine Raynolds asked 
if staff was feeling comfortable with 
the addition to their workload. CAO 
Bruce Woodbury said yes, “as long 
as there are no timeframes on that.” 
He added staff would be looking 
for funding opportunities. Raynolds 
reported the open house June 6 had 
gone well, although there wasn’t a 
large turnout. 

•  Council lor  Heather Fox 
reported she attended an RDCK 
composting workshop on June 8, part 
of the process to update the Resource 
Recovery Plan. This plan will guide 
the delivery of recycling and solid 
waste program and services in the 
district for the next 10 years. The 
meeting she attended was designed 
to get feedback from municipal staff 
on the challenges and opportunities 
around organic waste diversion.

In our area, two of the items 
discussed in the workshop are 

New Denver council, June 13: Council approves hall upgrades plan
feasible: using wood waste on top of 
food compost to mask the smell, and 
small-scale composting.

“There is potential for us to take 
advantage of either open windrows 
or in-vessel composting,” Fox said. 
“The biggest challenge though isn’t so 
much in finding an affordable system 
to use but in the process around the 
collection of the organics in such a 
way that the costs do not become 
prohibitive.”

The Province has mandated that 
organics be removed from the waste 
stream; the RDCK continues to 
explore its options.

• Mayor Ann Bunka reported on 
the work BC Hydro finished during 
the June 4 12-hour planned power 
outage. There will be a similar outage 
to complete the upgrades in the fall.

• Councillor Henning von Krogh 
said that Interior Health has started 
advertising for a replacement for Dr. 
Mike Magier, who has given notice 
he will leave the Slocan Community 
Health Care Centre later this year. 
Councillor David Hodsall, who works 
in the health care field, said that 
many people he knows are also on 
the lookout for a new doctor for the 
SCHC, while Bunka added there had 
been one application and interview 
so far.

• Council gave three readings to 
Solid Waste Management Reserve 
Fund Establishment Bylaw #708. The 
fund will be used for the purchase 
of machinery and equipment for the 
provision of solid waste management 
services. In the past, these expenses 
were paid for out of the Capital Works, 
Machinery and Equipment fund. 
Separating the two funds will ensure 
the solid waste management service 
is operating on a cost-recovery basis. 

• A request from the Hidden 
Garden Gallery to rent the Knox Hall 
for periodic use at the Community 

Group annual rate of $350 per year 
was granted. Secretary Martha 
Nichols said the HGG intends to 
continue showing movies on Friday 
nights from October through April, 
and offered to install its movie screen 
in the Knox for anyone to use. 

• Council approved Shelley 
Thring’s request to install a memorial 
bench for the Thring family along the 
western boulevard where Bellevue 
and Josephine Streets meet. The 
bench will be unveiled July 29, when 
a Celebration of Life for Marguerite 
Thring takes place.

• Paula Potts and Airlie Clarke 
were granted permission to film part 
of a short documentary at the Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre (NIMC) 
in July. The film is about the effect 
internment had on Potts’s mother, 
Haruno Sone, who was sent to live at 
Bay Farm (Slocan) as a child. Hodsall 
noted the Village has no policy for 
requests to film. Corporate Officer 
Catherine Allaway said staff had been 
working on a policy and suggested a 
Committee of the Whole meeting to 
see if it met council’s wishes. 

• Up to three members of council 
were authorized to attend a June 16 
Economic Development workshop 
at Selkirk College in Castlegar. The 
free, all-day session was intended to 
provide information to elected officials 
about current approaches to economic 
development activities. Both Bunka 
and Fox said they wanted to attend. 

• Council received for information 
two reports related to the marina 
entrance channel dredging project, 
both written by biologist Luce Paquin, 
a Red Mountain resident hired by 
Valard Construction. The first was the 
Construction, Monitoring and Closure 
Report; the second was the Freshwater 
Mussel Survey Report. This last 
confirmed that there was no sign of 
mussels anywhere near the marina.

Slocan Valley
HOME HARDWARE

5763 Hwy 6, Winlaw  250-226-7771 • 250-226-6748 • open 9-5 daily,10-4 Sundays

New Owners — Fred & Pearl Dutoff

Majesta toilet paper 
16 rolls/2 ply $8.99

Cement 
and insulation now 

in stock!!
3 pac 

water filters 
$11.97

Wire fencing • Wood posts/treated 
and untreated • Electrical • Plumbing 
• Irrigation • Fasteners • Household 
Supplies • Vegetable, Flower, Grass 

and Clover seed • Gardening Supplies 
• Tools • Fertilizers • Soils • Manures

Pet Food & 
Accessories

Summer 
watering 
supplies 

Now 
Mixing 
Paint!
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Support the 
Valley Voice with a 

voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 
Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

ARROW LAKES HOSPITAL 
FOUNDATION

Annual General Meeting
Monday August 28, 2017 at 7:00 pm

Arrow Lakes Hospital cafeteria

Elections will be held to fill Director 
positions: three for 3 years and one for 

1 year.

In order to vote at the Annual General 
Meeting members must obtain a $1 
membership card from a director or 
from the front desk at Arrow Lakes 

Hospital before July 28, 2017.

For further information write to
Box 284, Nakusp 

or call 250-265-4775

Nakusp Royalty 
turns 50!  

Happy 
Birthday 
Karen!

PALS KITTENS COMING SOON!
PALS will soon have kittens ready 
to be adopted into your home. Very 
cute, curious, ready to cuddle or play. 
Bold and daring or shy and cautious, 
we have the kitten you are looking 
for. If you are interested, please 
contact PALS at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

by Skye Cunningham
Council approved the Society of 

Nakusp Community Events’ request 
to change the location of the July 1st 
Canada Day events from the Nakusp 
arena parking lot to the area south of the 
soccer pitch behind the arena. The south 
end of the soccer pitch will be fenced 
to prevent access onto the turf, and the 
event area will be fenced and controlled 
by festival staff.

Kathy Smith, president of NACFOR 
and Bree Lillies, recently appointed 
FireSmart Coordinator, informed the 
council of their plans for the FireSmart 
program. Nakusp and area residents will 
be educated on fire prevention and safety. 
NACFOR received a $10,000 grant for 

Nakusp council, June 12: July 1st event to be held behind the arena
the program. There are seven members 
on the FireSmart subcommittee. “For 
NACFOR, this meets one of our goals 
and objectives about fire protection 
within the community,” said Smith. 

Budget amendments were made 
to allow the purchase of two bearproof 
dumpsters, for the wharf and hot springs, 
and seven bearproof garbage bins for the 
Waterfont Walkway. The re-conditioned 
self-dumping dumpsters will each cost 
$6,900 and the bins will each cost 
$1,282. The dumpster at the hot springs 
will be paid for from the hot springs 
reserve fund, and the dumpster at the 
wharf and bins along the Waterfront 
Walkway will be paid for from the gas 
tax reserve. 

Council was concerned about the 
aesthetics of the walkway, so asked 
that the bins be forest green or have 
decorative patterns.

The Village will apply for a $31,000 
grant from the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities for a Municipal Asset 
Management Program. The program will 
result in an inventory of Village-owned 
assets and preliminary reports on life 
expectancy, condition, and replacement 
costs of the assets. The Village will 
contribute $6,200 from its budget for the 
costs of this initiative. 

A proposal that highway designation 
be removed from a portion of Broadway 
Street and instead moved to a portion of 
1st Street and 6th Avenue was brought 

forward. This change would make snow 
removal and road maintenance easier.

Some unfinished business from the 
last council meeting included drainage 
issues at a residence located at 314 1st 
Avenue NW. The Village will install a 
storm drain and possibly make the curb 
in front of the residence higher to redirect 
water elsewhere, but will not pay for any 
clean-up of the flooded basement.

Councillor Tobey reported that 
NACFOR held a tree-planting day for 
Nakusp Elementary School students on 
May 17. Eighty-four kids participated in 
planting near the Galena ferry. “Kudos 
to the True North staff who put in so 
much hard work for all these programs,” 
Tobey said. 

The OCP and zoning bylaws were 
amended to allow for the re-zoning of 
an R-1 Urban Residential building to an 
R-3 Multiple Family Residential in order 
for the 316 3rd Avenue NW house to be 
made into a duplex. A public hearing was 
held for the rezoning at the beginning of 
the meeting.

Council approved a development 
permit for a residence at 602 9th Avenue 
NW, owned by Floyd Lillies, to reduce 
the exterior side parcel setback from 
3 metres to 1.5 metres and to exceed 
the combined accessory building area 
maximum of 10% of the parcel area, 
allowing a 17% combined accessory 
building area. 

Council will provide a letter of 
support from Jody Scott of Sunset Ridge, 
a vineyard on Alexander Road. Scott 
plans to expand operations to include 
a licenced winery. He said a letter of 
support from the Village will help with 
his loan and liquor licence applications.

There were six members of the 
public in the gallery at the June 12 
Nakusp council meeting, held in the 
Emergency Services Building (ESB). 

by Skye Cunningham
BC Hydro forecasts that 2017 will 

be one of the wettest years for the Arrow 
Lakes reservoir. This was conveyed at 
the annual Hydro open house on June 21 
at the Seniors Hall in Nakusp.

The reservoir level in 2017 won’t 
be quite as high as it was in 2012, but 
beach space and ecosystems will still 
be limited.

This year, BC Hydro expects water 
levels to be four feet higher (1.2 metres) 
than the normal full pool.

By mid to late July, water levels 
are expected to be at 1,444 feet (440.1 

BC Hydro forecasts high Arrow reservoir levels
metres). On June 16, the water level was 
1436.4 feet.

The forecast runoff was below 
normal until March, but a wet and cold 
spring quickly changed that. Then the 
hot and dry weather in May caused 
“intense” snowmelt runoff and has 
diminished snowpack levels.

Darren Sherbot, manager of 
operations planning for BC Hydro, 
explained that the Columbia River 
Treaty dictates how much water has 
to be released each year. “There is no 
definite number for the amount of water 
that we release each year. It depends on 

the water levels, to prevent flooding,” 
said Sherbot.

He said that Hydro applied to the 
provincial comptroller of water rights to 
store an additional two feet (six metres) 
of water in the Arrow reservoir this 
year, if needed, to maintain downstream 
flood risk.
Water Use Plan projects

Projects that BC Hydro has been 
working on under the Water Use 
Plan (WUP) include: updates to the 
Arrow Reservoir boat ramps in 2016 at 
Anderson Point, Edgewood, Nakusp, 
and Shelter Bay; removing 84,000 cubic 

metres of woody debris from Arrow 
Lakes Reservoir since 2007 (4,200 cubic 
metres removed in 2016); releasing 
1,800 two-year-old white sturgeon with 
the Nakusp and Revelstoke elementary 
school students at Shelter Bay in May 
2017; and a plan to enhance the Burton 
Flats area “with an aim to do smaller 
bio-engineered mounds and excavations 
in a phased approach over the next 
two years.” This project is expected to 
benefit nesting birds, migratory birds, 
and amphibians. Once the designs for 
this site are available, they will be shared 
with the local government, stakeholders, 
and the public.
Transmission improvements

A major project in 2017 and 2018 
will improve the transmission line that 
services the Nakusp area. BC Hydro 
will be replacing poles, cross-arms, 
hardware, and wires as well as updating 
existing access roads, clearing vegetation 
along right-of-ways, and assessing the 
need for surge protection devices. 

During the June 4 planned power 
outage, BC Hydro was able to complete 
a portion of the work. Twenty line crews 
worked to replace auto sleeves along the 
length of transmission line. These new 
sleeves will enable crews to replace poles 
and equipment along the line. BC Hydro 
doesn’t expect to have any more planned 
outages before fall 2017.

by Jan McMurray
Alejandro Calderon appeared in 

Nelson court on June 14 on an ‘injury 
peace bond’ issue. He is scheduled 
to appear in Nakusp court on June 
29 on the charge of uttering threats 
in an incident January 26 in Nakusp. 
He is also scheduled to appear in 
Nakusp court on September 28 on the 
mischief charge related to an incident 
November 30 last year in Needles, 
as well as the charges related to the 
chainsaw incident in Needles on 

Alejandro Calderon given a peace bond order
January 28.

On June 14 in Nelson before 
Justice Brown, Calderon showed his 
video evidence of the incidents on 
July 8 and 10 last year in Needles 
that led to the injury peace bond 
application under Section 810 of the 
Criminal Code. Judge Brown had 
already heard the Crown’s evidence 
– that Calderon’s neighbour, Jeff 
Smith, has reasonable grounds to fear 
that Calderon will cause him personal 
injury. The Crown’s case was put 

forward in Nakusp on January 26.
Judge Brown dismissed the injury 

peace bond application because he 
found that Smith was not showing 
fear in the video evidence. However, 
he ordered a common law peace bond, 
stipulating that Calderon stay at least 
half a kilometre away from Smith’s 
property and have no direct or indirect 
contact with him.

The video showed Calderon 
approaching Smith’s land while 
videotaping, and provoking a 
physical fight with him on both July 
8 and 10. “I do find that you were 
continuously trying to inflame things 
by approaching Mr. Smith. He wasn’t 
approaching you. He was lawfully 
using his land at all times... That is 
a breach of the peace of people who 
have the absolute right to enjoy their 
land,” Judge Brown said.

submitted
An amazing celebration is 

planned for July 1 – Canada Day, 
Canada’s 150th and Nakusp’s 125th.

The Socie ty  for  Nakusp 
Community Events is holding 
its first event at the Nakusp and 
District Sports Complex grounds. 
The day’s festivities will kick off 
at the Emergency Services building 
with the Nakusp Volunteer Fire 
Department’s famous tasty pancake 
breakfast. Next, head down to sunny 
Broadway street for the 11 am 
parade that will lead everyone to 
the fabulous Fun Zone at the gazebo 
area beside the Nakusp Public beach. 
Activities in this area will include 
games, a bouncy castle, cake cutting, 
and much more. 

An exciting addition this year, 
bands are playing at the outdoor live 
music stage located on the lovely 
green grassy lawn just north of the 
skateboard park/Gazebo area – don’t 
forget to bring your camp chair! 
There will also be a beverage garden 
(19+) located at this outdoor event. 

The show will open with beloved 

Music, music, music for 
Canada Day in Nakusp

local band, 23 North, continuing 
with the blues-rock Mike Mackenzie 
Band; music revolutionary violinist 
extremist Kytami; and a blast from 
the past – the Nakusp Music Fest 
house band Skavenjah! Canada’s 
most outstanding Mexican music 
ensemble Mariachi del Sol will 
perform throughout the afternoon. 

Next, get your dancing shoes 
shined up for the 8 pm dance in the 
arena auditorium. Five piece acoustic 
Rossland band The Foggy Goggle 
Boys will open for Vancouver’s 
hippest blues funk band, Brickhouse. 
There will be a break at 10 pm for 
the spectacular firework display 
hosted by the Nakusp Volunteer 
Firefighters.

Tickets for the outdoor live 
music event and for the indoor dance 
will be available at the gates starting 
at 12:30 pm. To purchase in advance, 
please call 250-265-2289. 

For more information, go to 
www.nakuspcommunityevents.
com. Any questions, please direct 
to info@nakuspcommunityevents.
com.
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Congratulates the 
Graduating Class of 2017

Crescent Valley • 250-359-7323

2017

Maple Leaf Store 
congratulates the 

Class of 2017!
Crescent Valley

359-7996

All
the 

Best!

Gaia Tree
Winlaw

226-7255

Units 1, 2, 3 
15729 Hwy 6

Winlaw
250-226-7744

Congratulations 
to all the 2017 

Graduates!
Emery Herbals 

Botanical Dispensary, 
Healing Suites & 
Teaching Centre

Congratulations 
to the Mt. Sentinel 
graduating class 

of  2017. May your 
future endeavours 
take you places!

Congratulations Graduates!

As you make your way in 
the world, never forget 
where you came from...

Walter 
Popoff

Director,
Area H, RDCK
(Slocan Valley)

Congratulations
Graduates!

Congratulations
Class of

2017 on your
success!

MT SENTINEL GRAD

by Els Hryniw and Ezra Lemay
Ezra: We are honoured to be 

the valedictorians of the 2017 Mt. 
Sentinel graduating class. Well guys, 
here we are in the Mount Sentinel 
gymnasium.

Els: A little small and rough 
around the edges, but all of those 
banners on the wall are proof that 
it is actually a place of glory, hard 
work, and heart.

The gymnasium is a bit like the 
people at Sentinel... like us. Our 
sports teams, our theatre group, the 
overall community here are all kind 
of small but undoubtedly everyone 
will say that we work hard and we 

Mt. Sentinel valedictory speech - glory, hard work, and heart
have so much heart.

Ezra: As some of you know and 
for those who didn’t know, there is 
a big plaque at the back in honour 
of Blair D’Andrea. Mr D,’ Baldy’ as 
everyone called him, was our beloved 
vice-principal, PE teacher, basketball 
and volleyball coach. The plaque 
reads: ‘A big man with an even bigger 
heart.’ Mr. D took us on in grade 7. 
He loved us and we really loved him, 
too. What Mr. D instilled in us was so 
important. He showed us to be proud 
and respectful of each other and to 
love and respect the gym.

Els: Ezra, can we just take a 
minute to realize and appreciate all 
of the impressive things that happen 
in this gymnasium? Sports are an 
obvious one, also people using the 
Mike Malakoff mezzanine to push 
themselves and feel good. Last year 
Green Team held a sustainability day, 
and Leadership hosted two families 
of school Community Building days 
both based out of the gym. Of course 
I can’t forget Narnia, either. Narnia 
was our winter show that was put 
up by the theatre production class. 
Some of you probably saw it, but 

for those who didn’t, we managed to 
turn this place into a magical winter 
wonderland. I’m probably a bit 
biased, but it was pretty spectacular. 
Among other things, one of the most 
anticipated events that will ever 
happen in this gym is this graduation 
celebration every year.

Ezra: Here at Mt. Sentinel, we 
have so much to show for. People 
that we can be proud of. It really feels 
like you are a part of something. All 
of these activities that our staff and 
peers have made possible for us, have 
helped to bring out the best in me and 
I know in others.  

Els: The integration of the staff 
and all of the different grades here 
at Sentinel are very positive also. 
Because we are so small, it seems that 
everybody is very well acquainted. 
Most of the staff and students alike 
couldn’t walk by someone in the 
hallway, and say “Wow, I’ve never 
seen that kid before.” Most of us 
would even know his or her name. 
And while some of us may wish this 
was otherwise on occasion, I think we 
can all admit that this culture and the 
connections that are formed here are 
pretty special.

Ezra:  There are so many 
progressive things happening in 
this small school and much of that 
is thanks to the people and the 
culture. Even more of that is thanks 
to the staff, so on behalf of our class 
we would like to thank the people 
who have enriched our high school 
experience by filling our brains 
(hopefully) and providing us with 
many awesome opportunities and 
experiences. Thank you, Mount 
Sentinel staff.

Els: “Mount Sentinel staff” 
seem so impersonal. I would like to 
mention a few names. First, “good 
afternoon class” ... Mr Sim. Simpski. 
I always thought high school math 
would be like pulling several teeth 
at once, but with your impromptu 
quizzes about Rush, the Beatles 
and the Rolling Stones, you made 
logarithms and quadratics a little 
lighter.

Ezra: I’ll throw out a few 

names... Mr. Leeming: you are 
always good for a high five and 
some of whatever I’m eating. Ms. 
Skands: You are so inspirational. Joe: 
You throatily screaming is forever 
branded in my ears.

I know that we are missing many, 
but thanks to all of your efforts to 
make the school run smoothly and to 
make us into better people. 

Els: I would like to say a special 
thank you to Shippit for being 
amazing and always so full of energy 
and vibrance, you impact so many 
people. And Ms. Knapik I am not 
quite sure when you sleep, because 
you always seem to be at the school, 
but I want to thank you for all of 
the work you have done with your 
constant community coordination 
and of course taking students to 
Oaxaca, this was truly a wonderful 
experience. Dave Dave Dave, I know 
that you always deny the fact that 
we are friends, but I know we are, 
because friends help friends, and 
you have helped so so many students 
including myself with school and 
with life. We should also thank you 
for being the mastermind of the 
grad set-up. You have a huge job 
and none of this would be possible 
without you.

We know that we have just 
scratched the surface with all of 
the people that we could thank so 
as a whole, thank you to all of the 
individuals that bring life to this 
building.

Ezra: Part of this energy and life 
that comes into this building is also 
due to our network of parents, so a 
very sincere thank you to all of the 
parents for your love and support. We 
really appreciate all of the work you 
do with breakfast for learning, our 
extra curriculars and of course grad. 
You guys are awesome.

On a more serious note, Els and I 
would like to acknowledge all of the 
hardship and loss that this school has 
been through. This year’s grad class 
has been especially close to most of 
it. We know that it hasn’t been easy, 
but we want to thank our classmates 
and recognize all of their resilience, 
strength and support for each other 
over these last six years. You guys 
have shown so much growth and we 
are proud of the unity that we have! 

Els: Our speech is about to end, 
just like our high school careers, but 
before it does, it is very important to 
thank another group of people... our 
peers. We did it, guys. We should be 
proud of all of our hard work and 
for completing a very significant 
first step. None of it would have 
been possible or the same without 
each other.

We wish you all the very best in 
whatever you go on to do. Thanks for 
all of the memories, guys.

Ezra: Goodnight everybody 
and thank you for making this all 
possible.

Els: And congratulations to the 
grad class of 2017!

Ezra Lemay and Els Hryniw delivered the valedictory address at MSSS Grad.
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Kootenay Furnace
Slocan City • 250-355-0088

Congratulations to the 2017 
Graduating Class of Mount 

Sentinel School!

5186 Oma Road 
on Hwy 6, 3 km 
south of Winlaw
250-226-6833

Congratulations to
the Graduating 
Class of 
Mt. Sentinel
Secondary School

Don’t be afraid to take a big step if 
one is indicated; you can’t cross a 
chasm in two small jumps.

– David Lloyd George

Best of Luck,
graduates!

GROCERIES/ORGANICS/LOTTO/LIQUOR

Congrats to our 
Mount Sentinel 2017 

Graduates!
from

wishes the 2017 Graduating 
Class every success!

Slocan • 250-355-2433

Downtown Winlaw
226-7034

Congratulations 
Graduates!

Never forget where 
you came from!

Congratulations to
The Mount Sentinel Class

of 2017
and best wishes for
your future from

Joins with the rest of the 
community in wishing the 2017 

graduating class of 
Mt. Sentinel 

School every 
success.

by Jan McMurray
The Mt. Sentinel Secondary 

School graduation ceremony on June 
24 was hosted by Vice-Principal 
Shellie Maloff and one of the grads’ 
favourite teachers, Brian Simpson.

The ceremony began with 
Aboriginal acknowledgement by 
Jesse Halton, and the singing of O 
Canada, led by grade 7 student Isabel 
McAleer.

In Shellie Maloff’s opening 
remarks, she said it was an honour 
and a privilege to celebrate and 
recognize this milestone in the grads’ 
lives.

Slocan Valley Trustee Sharon 
Nazaroff brought greetings and 
congratulations from the board of 
education of SD8. “Take everything 
you have learned and continue to 
learn,” she counselled. “Each one of 
us is unique, and you have a special 
contribution to keep on giving.”

Superintendent Jeff Jones began 
his message by saying, “Every year, 
I am astounded at the brilliance and 
wonderfulness of the youth who are 
going to become the contributing 
adults in our world.” He concluded 
with a special presentation to 
Principal Glen Campbell – a letter 
written by Blair D’Andrea at the 
beginning of the school year in which 
he passed away.

“You were in grade 8 when Blair 
D’Andrea passed away,” Jones told 

Mt. Sentinel graduation ceremony includes special presentations
the students. “He was a large man in 
physical stature, but also was large 
in his hopes, passions, curiosity 
and interest, and he had very high 
hopes and large hopes for every one 
of you.”

Jones explained that at the 
beginning of the 2012/13 school 
year, he asked the leaders of SD8 
to write a letter outlining what 
they hoped to achieve that year. “I 
kept Mr. D’Andrea’s envelope as a 
reminder of the message he has given 
us. Tonight, I am gifting this class the 
care of that letter to Mr. Campbell. 
Remember to go big.”

Principal Glen Campbell thanked 
Superintendent Jones “very much 
from all of us. Mr. D’Andrea was a 
big man with a big heart and I do feel 
his presence here today.”

Campbell recognized several 
people who helped make graduation 
happen: Danielle Jackson, Marlowe 
Popoff, Jake Van Camp, Claire 
Hewson, Dave, Cassidy Kiraly, 
Boots, Paul Spurge, and Allison 
Burns. “Great things happen when 
great people step up to lend a helping 
hand,” he said. “Communities like 
ours thrive because of people like 
yourselves and the lessons we teach 
our kids. It’s far more fun and far less 
work if we do it together.”

Campbel l  noted that  h is 
generation had not left the world 
in great shape for the grads, but 

that these grads are “more ready 
than our generation when we left 
school – more talented, committed, 
environmentally dialled in… As long 
as you have goals – a bit of a road 
map – and a willingness to let your 
compass guide you in this journey, 
you will end up exactly where you 
need to be.” And, if all else fails, Mr. 
Campbell left them with this advice: 
“The key to a successful life is to 
marry someone smarter than you.”

Danny Leeming, guest speaker, 
congratulated the grads “on 
completing the easiest part of life,” 
and their parents, who survived 
these last years of their children’s 
adolescence. He said that as the tech 
teacher, he gets to roam the school 
and “see the grads doing their thing 
everywhere, and you start to notice 
some trends.” He then took the 
audience through a day touring the 
school, noting which grads would 
be found where – Lucy and Tiara in 
the distance learning space, Johnny 
and Dylan in the parking lot, Hannah 
and Tanisha in Ms. Shippet’s theatre 
class… unless Jesse comes by in his 
truck with a big cloud of blue smoke 
so you can’t see anything anymore.

In the computer lab, you would 
find Raine Wier, who put together 
a one-hour documentary on youth 
mental health in the community. 
She spent hours of classroom and 
personal time to complete a project 

that she felt was important for her 
own community.

“If you put your best effort into 
the things you do, even the things 
you don’t want to do, good things 
will reflect back in your direction,” 
he said. “The world will hold that 
mirror up for you constantly. Most 
things are out of your control, but 
what’s in your control is what you 
do and the way you treat people.”

Next, Kyle Chernenkoff, CEO 
of last year’s grad class, and Cassidy 
Kiraly, CEO of this year’s grad class, 
made a special presentation. “Our 
dream to raise awareness of mental 
health became a reality,” said Kiraly 
before presenting Alex Berland 
of the Slocan Valley Community 
Legacy Society with $8,000. The 
two classes together raised $4,000, 
with the help of donations from LV 
Rogers Secondary School in Nelson 
and businesses, and Safer Schools 
BC came up with matching funds.

Valedictorians Els Hryniw and 
Ezra Lemay, chosen by their peers, 
gave their address.

Major School Awards were 
presented to Makenna Gill (Governor 

General’s Award for scholastic 
achievement – highest grade point 
average in grades 11 and 12); Kalina 
Spurge (Mt. Sentinel Service Award 
for outstanding service outside the 
classroom); Tanisha Davis (Ken 
Savinkoff Memorial Award for a 
caring, honest and positive attitude); 
and Hannah Abbey (Brent Kennedy 
Memorial Award for scholastic 
achievement,  extracurricular 
participation, service leadership 
and citizenship).

A total of $70,000 in scholarships 
were presented to the grads along 
with their diplomas. The Candle and 
Rose Ceremony, followed by the cap 
toss, concluded the ceremonies.

Hannah Abbey accepts the Brent Kennedy Memorial Major Award from Principal Glen Campbell.
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Congratulations
to the

Class of 2017!

Slocan 
Valley 
Co-op

All the best for the 
future!

May all your dreams 
come true!

Fabulous 
food, friends 

and fiesta
250-226-7070

SIFCo

Congratulations 
to all the 2017 

Graduates!

SIFCo - Your 
Community Forest 

May the Forest 
be with You!

Mt. Sentinel awards and 
scholarships
Hannah Abbey: Brent Kennedy 
Memorial Major Award, Horatio 
Alger Scholarship, District Authority 
Scholarship, Rotary Bursary, Zach 
Harvey Memorial.
Aaron Abrosimoff: Devon Dunkly 
Memorial.
Tiara Andersen: Nancy Lih Bursary, 
Bowers Adam Okanagan Trading 
Development College.
Terra-Mae Box: Mt. Sentinel Yearbook 
Bursary.
Simone Chernoff: Mount Sentinel 
Administrators Award, Get High on 
Nature.
Tanisha Davis: Ken Savinkoff Memorial 

Front row: Hannah Abbey, Meghan Hufty, Hannah Evin, Erik Stewart, Sojpreet Kang, Sierra Buller, Makenna Gill, Samantha Shkuratoff, Teya Makortoff, Simone Chernoff, Raine Weir. Second row: Victoria Peebles, Els Hryniw, Athena Pongracz, Megan Smith, 
Kalina Spurge, Hannah Brown, Cassidy Kiraly, Hannah Dube, Tanisha Davis, Aerial Leister, Terra-Mae Box, Luci Latour-Mooney. Third row: Jayden Dickson, Kody Pearce, Rory Smith, Yoan Shandro-Gosselin, Riley Osachoff, Andrew Grueniger, Brandon 

Soukeroff, Ezra Lemay, Max Thiessen, Harrison Wasilenkoff. Back row: Cameron Postnikoff, Bruce Simpson, Sydney Ray, Teo Cho, Okoyo Johnson-Waller, Daniel Mortensen, Adam Bowers, Thomas Wekwert, Jesse Popoff, Benn Leidloff, Aaron Abrosimoff.
Major Award, Kyle Zarchikoff Memorial, 
Mount Sentinel Students Council Service 
Award, Mt. Sentinel PAC.
Katelyn Ellis: Columbia Power Corp 
Bursary, Mount Sentinel Students 
Council Service Award, Kootenay Lake 
Hospital Auxiliary Nelson Chapter.
Makenna Gill: Governor General’s 
Award, Selkirk College Board of 
Governors Secondary Graduates Award, 
Georgia Ethel McKeown, Kootenay 
Lake Principals and Vice Principal’s 
Association.
Els Hryniw: District Authority 
Scholarship, McEwan & Co Law 
Corporation, Nelson District Teachers 
Scholarship 
Sojpreet Kang: University of Carlton 

Entrance Scholarship, Get High on 
Nature.
Cassidy Kiraly: Devon Dunkly 
Memorial, Rotary Bursary, Selkirk 
Paving Bursary.
Luci Latour-Mooney: Brock University 
Entrance Scholarship, Slocan Valley 
Legion.
Aerial Leister: District Authority 
Scholarship, Mountain Valley Station.
Ezra Lemay: Blair D’Andrea Memorial.
Teya Makortoff: Slocan Valley Legion, 
Georgia Ethel McKeown.
Daniel Montemiglio: Wayne George 
Bursary.
Riley Osachoff: Coca Cola Bottlers 
Bursary.
Victoria Peebles: Nelson & District 

Credit Union Student Spirit Award, 
Selkirk College Board of Governors 
Secondary Graduates Award, District 
Authority Scholarship, David Thompson 
Art Award, Mount Sentinel Students 
Council Service Award.
Athena Pongracz: Aboriginal Education 
Award.
Cameron Postnikoff: Heritage Credit 
Union.
Samantha Shkuratoff: Heritage Credit 
Union, Kootenay Slocan Lions Bursary, 
Selkirk College Board of Governors 
Secondary Graduates, Georgia Ethel 
McKeown, Mount Sentinel Students 
Council Service Award.
Rory Smith: Aboriginal Education 
Award, Katrine Conroy MLA Bursary.

Brandon Soukeroff: Columbia 
Basin Trust, RHC Insurance Brokers 
Scholarship, Arrow Lakes Tugboat 
Society.
Kalina Spurge: Mt. Sentinel Service 
Major Award, College of the Rockies 
Academic Excellence, Mount Sentinel 
Students Council Service Award.
Erik Stewart: Kyle Zarchikoff 
Memorial.
Taylor Valliere: CUPE bursary.
Harrison Wasilenkoff: Selkirk 
College Board of Governors Secondary 
Graduates, Columbia Basin Trust.
Raine Weir: Kootenay Savings 
Community Foundation Bursary, 
Mt. Sentinel Pac, District Authority 
Scholarship.
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vincedevito.ca

Congratulations
You did it!

Special congratulations 
to Allison, Cheryl 

& Mikenna
250.353.2550

Ainsworth Hot Springs, BC
www.jonesboysboats.com

Congratulations to 
the J.V. Humphries 
graduating class 

of 2017!

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2017!

Toll-free: 1-888-244-3977

Congratulations 
Grads

Go confidently in the 
directions of your 

dreams Congratulations Grads 
and best wishes for your 

future!

willowhomegallery.com
KASLO

Congratulations 
to the Class of 

2017!

Congratulations & 
best wishes to the 2017 

Graduating Class of 
J. V. Humphries School!

We are proud of the 
entire graduating 

class of 2017

Kaslo Building 
Supplies
250-353-7628

Congratulations 
and Best Wishes 
to the 
J. V. Humphries 
Class of 2017!

Congratulations, 
Graduates!

403 Front Street • Kaslo, BC

Supporting your 
health & wellness

Kaslo Community 
Pharmacy
250-353-2224

JV Humphries awards 
and scholarships
Allison Bendis: Selkirk College 
Entrance Award, Royal Canadian 
Legion #74, Alan Hoshizaki 
Memorial, Aboriginal Education, 
G e o rg i a  E t h e l  M c K e o w n , 
Howard Green, Ernie Gare, Kaslo 
Community Forest.
Romel Butt: Columbia Basin Trust 
Youth Community Service Award, 
Jack McDowell Memorial, Royal 

Canadian Legion Ladies Auxiliary, 
Kootenay Lake Principals and 
Vice Principals Association, 
Kaslo Community Forest Trades, 
Kaslo and Area Volunteer Fire 
Department, Western Communities 
Foundation, Aya Higashi and John 
McNabb Memorial.
Benjamin Dallaire: Kootenay 
Lake Teacher’s Association, JVH 
Parents Advisory Council.
Avery Enns: JVH Parents Advisory 

Council, Kaslo Golf Club, Howard 
Green Memorial.
Cristal Giesbrecht: Aya Higashi 
and John McNabb Memorial, 
Sehelagh Leathwood and Kathy 
Wynnychuck Memorial, Columbia 
Power.
Mikenna Hansen:  Sinclair 
Memorial.
Cheryl Jacobs: Selkirk Entrance 
Award, JVH Parents Advisory 
Council ,  Kootenay Savings 

Credit Union, Kaslo Masonic 
Lodge, Kaslo Golf Club, Georgia 
Ethel McKeown, Howard Green 
Memorial, RHC Insurance Brokers, 
Ernie Gare.
Conor McIntyre: JVH Parents 
Advisory Committee, McKinnon 
Family Fund, Kaslo Masonic 
Lodge.
Kittell McKenzie: Rotary Club 
of Nelson, Barry Butler Memorial, 
Village of Kaslo.

Matisse Simard: Alan Hoshizaki 
Memorial, Kaslo Jazz, Kenadon 
Electronics, Farmer’s Institute.
Liam Smith: Kaslo Afterburners 
Hockey Club, Larry MacNicol 
M e m o r i a l ,  H o w a r d  G r e e n 
Memorial. Royal Canadian Legion 
#74, gaming.
Gwyndon Whitney: Edie Allen 
Memorial, St. Mark’s Anglican 
Church, Kootenay Lake Teacher’s 
Association, JV Humphries.

Jessica Schroeder, Cristal Giesbrecht, Julia Austin, Mikenna Hansen, Avery Enns (back), Liam Smith, Kittell McKenzie, Samuel Cuell, Cheryl Jacobs, Naia Shine (back), Kiran Spring (back), Allison Bendis, Hazel Veri, Kevin Alexander (back), 
Romel Butt, Conor MacIntyre, Benjamin Dallaire, Dan Rude, Gwyndon Whitney, Matisse Simard, Garrett Weintz.
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Congratulations
Graduates!

Live 
healthy, 
shine bright

May you be guided by 
your heart, inspired 
by your dreams and 
motivated by your 
knowledge. All the 
best!

Aimee Watson,
Director Area D, RDCK

The Sky is the 
limit, Graduates!

Set your sights 
high

Front Street 
Market

Kaslo, BC

Congratulations, 
graduates! 

From the crew at 
Woodbury’s and 

JB’s Pub

Congratulations Grad 2017!!!

Congratulations 
Graduates!

405 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7355

Best wishes to 
all of our Grads!

— Open every day —

Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566
figmentscanada.com

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo’s JV Humphries Class 

of 2017 graduation ceremony took 
place June 24.

Principal Dan Rude welcomed 
everyone to the event, and said it 
was this class that made him realize 
he had made a great decision to take 
the job in Kaslo. “They kept playful 
alongside my seriousness,” he said.

The graduates’ playfulness and 
sense of humour was clearly evident 
in the introductions they had written 
for their procession onto the stage.

“Everyone’s favourite band,” 
The Low Keys, led the singing of 
O Canada.

Kaslo and area Trustee Dawn 
Lang brought greetings from 

JV Humphries Class of 2017: playful, unique and creative
the SD8 board of education. 
She congratulated the grads and 
everyone who helped get them on 
the stage – family and friends, and 
JVH staff. She also thanked the 
scholarship donors and presenters.

Superintendent Jeff Jones gave 
the last grad speech he will make as 
superintendent of School District 
8, as he retires in October. “My 
confidence has never been higher 
than it is right now at this very 
moment, when I think of how 
creative, thoughtful and giving you 
are, that our world is in very good 
hands with you,” he said. He advised 
the students to follow their passions 
rather than fame, be generous and 
kind, be of service to others, and to 
value who they are.

He left the grads with this quote 
from an unknown author: “I hope 
your dreams take you to the corner 
of your smiles, to the highest of 
your hopes, to the windows of 
your opportunities, and to the most 
special places your heart has ever 
known.”

Sam Cuell introduced guest 
speaker Ian Einer. Einer started work 
at JVH on September 7, 2004, the 
same day that many of these students 
started Kindergarten at the school. 
In their high school years, Einer 
taught them math and science. He 
announced proudly that 16 of the 20 
graduates have their Math 12 credit, 
which is way above the average 
for BC. He described the class 
as “absolutely unique, absolutely 
creative, curious, slightly eccentric 
and somewhat quirky – and I mean 
that not in a negative way.” He 
proceeded to “build a case on their 

curious fixation on stuffed critters” 
with some props: the kangaroo of 
knowledge, the bear of bad news, 
the garden gnome, Sean the mascot 
of grades 6/7, and Pablo. “You 
guys have been an absolute ball 
to work with,” he said. “As you 
move forward from here, be kind, 
do things that will make the world 
a better place, and I will miss you 
very much.”

Graduates Allison Bendis and 
Cheryl Jacobs thanked Mr. Einer for 
his wonderful speech; Ben Dallaire 
thanked the staff; and Avery Enns 
thanked the community for the 
“outstanding support throughout 
the years.”

The valedictorian address by 
Kittel McKenzie and Liam Smith 
was full of comments directed to 
each individual graduate.

The candle lighting ceremony 
began with a candle lit for “our 
beloved Rowan Wiltse,” a member 
of the class who recently passed 
away.

During the presentation of 
scholarships, Vice-Principal Victoria 
McAllister read a note from Rowan’s 
parents, Rick and Robin Wiltse. 

Rowan had won the Afterburners 
scholarship, and they wanted to pass 
it on to Liam Smith.

Diplomas were presented by 
Dan Rude and Victoria McAllister, 

and Allison Bendis and Cheryl 
Jacobs made a special presentation 
to thank Meleana Terlingen for her 
work organizing the graduation 
activities.

Kittell McKenzie accepts the Rotary Club of Nelson Scholarship from Ed Edmondson.

Cristal Geisbrecht lights a candle during the Candle Lighting Ceremony at the JVH graduation 
celebration. The pink candle on the right was lit first, for “our beloved Rowan Wiltse.”
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SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6 
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212 • FAX: 250-226-7351

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Joy Kogawa will attend the 

Slocan Valley Historical Society’s 
launch of the Slocan History Walk at 
2 pm on July 9 at the gazebo. Kogawa, 
who was interned in Slocan as a child, 
will dedicate a panel recognizing the 
history of the Japanese Canadians 
interned in Slocan. Kogawa is a well-
known poet and novelist whose work 
arises from her childhood experiences. 
Mayor Lunn will dedicate four other 
panels in the History Walk.

• Council supported more big 
changes at the Village-owned Silvery 
Slocan Hall. On May 15, Mayor 
Jessica Lunn, CAO Michelle Gordon, 
and Public Works Foreman Tim Hall 
met with Bob Inwood, Heritage 
Design Engineer, Jessie Novak, 
Legion renovation contractor, and 
Legion executives Carol Barclay 
and John Gates to come up with a 
plan for proposed renovations. At 
the June 12 council meeting, council 
approved a quote from Bob Inwood 
for a Heritage Design Plan for the hall 
and approved an RDCK Community 
Development grant of up to $5,000 to 
cover the cost of the plan. The Legion 
Hall’s roof replacement project came 
in $40,000 under budget and council 
agreed to allocate these funds to other 
capital upgrades to the hall. Staff 
was directed to research CBT’s Built 
Heritage Fund and look for other 
grants that could support a potential 
restoration and retrofit project in 
2018. Council will apply for a grant 
from the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities’ Green Municipal 
Fund to support a Solar Now project 
and green energy initiatives for the 
hall. Solar Now, a project of Clean 
Energy Canada, will contribute up 
to $25,000 towards a solar energy 
system worth at least $50,000 on 
one or more public buildings in a 
municipality. Mayor Lunn said, “Our 
goal is to become a leader in energy 
efficiency.”

• LandInfo Technologies from 
Coldstream has submitted a proposal 
to create an asset management 
strategy for the Village. Council 
directed staff to apply for a grant 
from the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities to cover 80% of a 
proposed $37,000 Asset Management 
Project. The Village’s 20% share 
($7,400) will come from the Gas 
Tax Fund. The strategy will include 
an inventory of roads, the water 
system (water lines, mains, hydrants, 
irrigation, and the treatment plant), the 
storm water network, and buildings.

• The ground-penetrating radar 
used in the Cemetery Mapping 
Project provided “excellent results” 
according to Mayor Lunn. She said 

Slocan council, June 12: Heritage Design Plan approved for Silvery Slocan Hall 
she was “shocked at the number of 
unmarked burials that were found.” 
Cemetery burial info was lost in a 
fire at the Village Office in the 1950s. 
The GPR survey took place May 
15-18 and surveyed Rows R to X in 
the Village of Slocan Cemetery and 
all of the small Japanese Internment 
Cemetery (where no remains were 
found). Burials and large rocks that 
would impede future burials were 
identified. The survey was conducted 
by Michelle West of the RDCK 
with a radar unit borrowed from 
the Village of Nakusp. The CAO 
suggested the unit could be borrowed 
again to survey the rest of the Village 
Cemetery.

• Mayor Lunn said that the 
Accelerate Kootenays project team 
would visit the village on June 13 to 
evaluate potential sites for the Level 
2 Electric Vehicle charging station. 
Christine Baal at the Village Office 
later reported that the Wellness 
Centre, the Legion, and the Village 
Office are being considered.

• Commenting on a letter from 
Tyson Cormack about the need for 
the Village to develop “social owned 
affordable sustainable homes” for 
rent and for sale, Mayor Lunn said 
that housing is an issue. Cormack 
included a draft of terms of reference 
for a committee on affordable, social, 
and sustainable housing. Council 
agreed to advertise in the newsletter 
for members for the prospective 
committee. 

• Mayor Lunn noted in her 
mayor’s report that the antique 
Village fire truck took first place at 
the New Denver May Day Parade. 

• Councillor Burly Van Bynen 
said parking, access, drinking, and 
dogs are all issues at the beach that 
need work or there’s “gonna be 
mayhem this year for sure.” The dog 
issue was a sore point for many. Three 
people during public participation 
talked about dog problems, the need 
for more visible signs about the 
prohibition of dogs at the beach and 
Expo Park (Van Bynen said “reading 
lessons” were what dog owners 

needed). Sandra Linstead suggested 
the Village establish a fenced-in dog 
run. Mayor Lunn said the RCMP will 
start patrolling the beach more often. 
She also said the Village has met with 
the RCMP in camera and the CAO 
will report later about the RCMP’s 
“good recommendations.” Council 
decided signs prohibiting dogs should 
be placed at the parking lot entrance 
to the beach. 

• Councillor Joel Pelletier 
reported that a skateboard park 
coalition might form soon to extend 
the skateboard park and make it a 
more kid-friendly area. Pelletier will 

be part of the coalition.
• The Economic Strategy and 

Implementation Plan, report 3 
from the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development planning process, is 
now available at the Village Office.

• Council gave permission for a 
Vimy Oak sapling to be planted near 
the cenotaph in memory of James 
R. Armstrong, killed at the Battle of 
Vimy Ridge, and Thomas Holt, who 
fought at Vimy Ridge and died later 
in the war. The Legion (who ordered 
the oak) will be asked to contact the 
Spirit of Slocan to include the tree in 
the Slocan Cenotaph Project.

Nakusp Councillor Tom Zeleznik, Fire Chief Terry Warren, RDCK Area K Representative Paul Peterson and Mayor Karen Hamling welcome a new 
fire truck for the Nakusp & District Volunteer Fire Department. Al Anderson, of Fort Garry Fire Trucks was on hand to turn over the keys. The new 4x4 
Water Tender Fire Apparatus, with a 1700 gallon tank and porta-tank can fill quickly from hydrant, lake, pond or creek and dump very quickly as well.

Nakusp Fire Department gets a new truck
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by Katrine Campbell
Say ‘hel lo’ to  New 

Denver’s newest constable. 
Robert Notari moved here 
from Cranbrook a few weeks 
ago, with his wife and family, 
to take up his post alongside 
Constables Ben Nickerson 
and Nick Herder and Cpl 

New constable proves it’s never too late to pursue your dreams
Jaime Moffat. 

Notari joined the RCMP 
two years ago, after working 
as a general contractor in the 
construction business for 
many years. Why the change?

“It’s something I always 
wanted to try at a younger 
age,” he says, “but I never 

got around to it.” Now that 
his two children are grown 
and about to leave the nest, it 
was time to take the plunge.

“I  was  a  volunteer 
firefighter, and that’s what 
really flared it up. Carrying 
a pager and being on call 
– I found it really attracted 
me. I wanted to help, to get 
involved.” 

As a firefighter, he also 
found himself dealing with 
the RCMP in emergencies, 
and watching the way they 
operated renewed his interest 
in applying.

Asked if coming to the 
Slocan Valley was a culture 
shock, he said he grew up in 
a village smaller than New 
Denver and “small town living 
is what I know.” Although 
he was born in Toronto, his 
family moved to Italy and he 
grew up there. 

As with most members 
who choose a posting to the 
Slocan Lake detachment, 
he’s big on sports and outdoor 
activities: golf, hockey, 
baseball, tennis, canoeing, 
and camping. He also hopes to 
find somewhere to ride horses.

Although Notari has been 
here just a short time, he has 
already picked up on some 
of the local concerns, such as 
traffic and speeding through 
the village, noisy vehicles 
including modified bikes, 
and bears. He was one of the 
panelists at the June 20 bear 
forum, which he called an 
“eye-opener.”

“I learned a lot, and I 
could see [bear activity] was 
a concern.”

At that forum, people 
applauded when he introduced 
himself. “That gave me a 
good vibe on the quality of 

people here,” and he is happy 
that he will have time to get 
to know people, something 

that isn’t always possible in a 
larger town with many more 
callouts.

New Denver’s newest constable, Robert Notari.

by Katrine Campbell
What seemed to be a 

simple resurfacing of Hwy 
6 between Slocan and 
New Denver is actually a 
more thorough upgrade, 
according to the Ministry 
of  Transpor ta t ion  and 
Infrastructure. 

MOTI spokesperson 

Repairs to Hwy 6 get underway between Slocan and New Denver
Danielle Pope says the huge 
hole in the road between 
Silverton and New Denver 
was a planned repair that’s 
part of the paving project. 

“In conjunction with 
the paving, the ministry has 
undertaken additional repairs 
for the southbound lane to 
take advantage of equipment 

and resources already in the 
area,” she says. “The repairs 
are being carried out over 
the next two to three weeks 
at intermittent locations and 
will total approximately 300 
metres of road.”

Anyone driving between 
Silverton and New Denver 
should be prepared for delays 

with single-lane alternating 
traffic. 

The overal l  paving 
project between Slocan and 
New Denver is expected to 
be completed by the end of 
July. Motorists should expect 
minor delays during the 
paving project and can check 
Drivebc.ca for updates.

by Jan McMurray
This  year,  Hea ther 

Jenkins’ grades 2/3 class 
at Lucerne School in New 
Denver built bat houses 
that are now available to 
community members at no 
charge.

The bat houses were 
built with the help of the 
shop teacher, Mr. Myhal and 
community member John 
Fyke. The houses have three 
chambers for roosting.

For the best success for 
the bats, the houses should 
be placed at least 3 metres 
(10 feet) high, although 
12-20 feet is better; facing 
south or southeast to ensure 
correct solar exposure; in an 
uncluttered location without 

Bat houses built by Lucerne students up for grabs
branches, buildings, or poles 
in front of them; and away 
from lights and high wind.

Providing places for bats 
to roost can help contain 

White Nose Syndrome, a 
disease decimating the bat 
population in the US and 
eastern Canada. The disease 
has now spread to the west 

coast, is in Washington state, 
and is on its way to BC.

Contact the school for a 
free bat house at 250-265-
3638, ext. 3.

The Mori Trail is being restored after being damaged in the high water this spring by crew members Lucas Bolivar, Caleb Collier, Patricia Pook, Malcolm Bullanoff.
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The grades 2/3 class at Lucerne School built bat houses this year, available to community members at no charge.
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The Langham 75th Anniversary of Japanese Canadian Internment events
A SUITCASE OF MEMORIES with Joy Kogawa and Soramaru Takayama of 
Vancouver TASAI Artist Collective July 11, 7 pm 
TAIKEN, A Traveling Exhibition from the National Nikkei Museum, Burnaby August 
4th – October 29 at the Langham Galleries
BLUE MAGIC – Indigo, Shibori and Sashiko 
Traditional Japanese textile workshop with Seathra Bell, Master Textile Designer. 
August 12 & 13 
MEMORY & REFLECTION 
Thanksgiving weekend, October 5th – 8th Activities for young and old. 
Performances, cultural demonstrations, workshops, films, panel discussion, and Friday 
and Saturday special evening performances
Haiku/Origami/Tea Ceremony/Taiko Drummers, Kelowna/Minyo Dancers, Lethbridge/ 
Certified Mango/Noel Fudge and Freya/Vancouver theatre company, Universal Limited, 
JAPANESE PROBLEM 

AND MUCH MORE! 
For more details www.thelangham.ca or call 250.353.2661  

The Langham thanks Heritage Canada and the Kaslo Hotel for sponsoring these 
75th Anniversary events

by Jan McMurray
• Council received a petition 

with 140 signatures of people 
objecting to the newly installed 
gate at the Logger Sports grounds, 
which blocks vehicular access 
to the beach. People have been 
accustomed to driving to the 
beach on the now gated roadway 
with their kayaks, paddle boards, 
windsurfers, etc., and launching 
their small water craft at the Logger 
Sports beach. The petition says the 
gate is “particularly limiting and 
problematic for kayakers, paddle 
boarders, windsurfers, etc., the 
aged and people with disabilities” 
and asks the Village to reconsider 
the decision.

At the Committee of the Whole 
meeting prior to the council meeting, 
Mr. L. Moore came before council 
as a delegation to speak in favour of 
the petition. Councillor Lang asked 
him if chaining or storage facilities 
at the beach would help. Moore 
said they wouldn’t. Mayor Hewat 
indicated she has reservations about 
allowing vehicles into a swimming 
beach area. 

During the regular council 
meeting, CAO Smith reported 
that any changes to the tenure 
management plan would need to 
be done through the appropriate 
process through Front Counter BC. 
He also mentioned that Marie-Ange 
Fournier-Beck of Vivid-Mountain 
Pacific Consulting had just been 
hired to complete operational plans 
for the waterfront, and her work 
would address some of these issues. 

Council asked staff to look into 
lockable facilities for small water 
craft storage at the Logger Sports 
grounds and Kaslo Bay Park, and 
to explore the possibility of a non-
motorized small water craft launch 

Kaslo council, June 13: Objections to gate at Logger Sports grounds
location adjacent to the existing boat 
launch in Kaslo Bay.

• A letter from the Province 
gives the Village permission to 
combine stages 2 and 3 of the 
Liquid Waste Management Plan. 
Council had requested this when 
they found out the Province would 
probably not be able to process 
Kaslo’s stage 2 report this year due 
to their workload. This way, Kaslo 
can continue uninterrupted with 
the stage 3 work and community 
engagement.

• The first phase of LED 
st reet l ight  switchouts  were 
completed by Pace Electric June 13. 
There are now 13 LED streetlights 
on Front Street. The rest will be 
done next year. The new lights 
point downwards, eliminating light 
pollution.

• Staff will make efforts to ensure 
that short-term rental accommodators 
hold home business licences and pay 
the appropriate water and sewer fees. 
The CAO says impacted property 
owners can reasonably expect 
advance written notice of changes 
to their utility bills because of this. 
He pointed out that this would likely 
encourage property owners to take 
out home business licences, given the 
discounts available in water user fees 
for applicable stacked uses.

• The Special Events Business 
Licence fee in the Business Licence 
Regulation is considered the fee 
for a mobile vendor to operate in 
a municipal park for a permitted 
special event, for now. This will be 
re-visited in the future.

• At a special council meeting on 
June 6, two contracts were awarded. 
Valor Painting was awarded the 
contract for the Kaslo City Hall 
for $26,382.30, to be paid out of 
Community Works (gas tax) fund. 

Vivid-Mountain Pacific Consulting 
was engaged for parks consulting 
services at a cost of $16,115. This 
will be covered by an Infrastructure 
Planning Grant and up to $9,000 
from the Community Works (gas 
tax) fund.

• Pursuant to the Village’s 
current Financial Plan bylaw, the 
following transfers from reserve 
were authorized: $59,343 for the 
Kaslo River Intake project; and 
up to $76,000 for the wastewater 
treatment plant RBC project.

• The Village will use up to 
$3,200 of its RDCK Community 
Development funds to contribute 
towards the retaining wall project 
linked to the Jazz Festival proposed 
improvements in Kaslo Bay Park.

• The Village will sponsor the 
Kootenay Lake Historical Society’s 
Canada Day celebrations with $200 
from the advertising budget.

• The Village office will be 
closed on Mondays till the end of 
August to facilitate uninterrupted 
office work and staff development.

•  Counc i l lo r  Knol l  was 
appointed acting mayor for June, 
July and August.

• The resolution appointing 
Deputy Clerk Stephanie Patience 
as the Chief Election Officer was 
rescinded at the special meeting 
on June 6 until later this summer. 
Patience explained in a memo that 
it would be very difficult to schedule 
the byelection within 80 days of 
May 23, when she was originally 
appointed, as required by the Local 
Government Act. 

by Katrine Campbell
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay board has approved a 
Community Works fund application 
for $10,000, on behalf of the Kaslo and 
District Community Forest Society’s 
Trail Connections Upgrade project. 

The KDCFS has recreation 
tenure over the Buchanan Recreation 
Area, which is managed by the Kaslo 
Outdoor Recreation Society under a 
long-term agreement with the KDCFS. 
KORS’ mandate is to encourage 
participation in outdoor recreation and 
sports activities.

The proposed trail recreation 
infrastructure projects will see the 
upgrading and construction of three 
trails. The first is the creation of a 
new 500-metre trail to connect the 
Buchanan fire trail to the Songbird trail, 
within the True Blue Recreation Trails 
area. This will entail brushing, laying 
gravel, and adding wooden structures 
to protect wet areas. The new section 
will be constructed to International 

Kaslo to see trails development and TransRockies Race events this summer 
Mountain Biking (IMB) standards.

The second project is the creation 
of a 1,000-metre gentle grade trail, 
including switchbacks, within the 
Kaslo River Trail system. It will replace 
the existing steep trail, making it more 
accessible to bikers and hikers of all 
abilities.

Project number three will connect 
the Kaslo River Trail system and the 
True Blue trails with a gentle grade 
trail, suitable for all abilities. The work 
will also address existing erosion and 
drainage issues in a receiving gully. 
This trail will also be built to IMB 
standards, and natural materials will 
be used to create shallow water bars in 
the streambed. Construction will begin 
in July and be completed by August.

New signage will also be added, 
to increase rider/ hiker safety and to 
encourage less experienced people to 
get out and enjoy the trails. 

The trail rerouting will conform 
with Woodlot 494’s Interior Watershed 
Assessment Procedure plan, mitigating 

potential damage to the watershed. The 
project will remedy and correct the 
existing poorly constructed trail.

• The board also approved a 
recommendation from Rural Affairs 
for a temporary licence referral for 
a mountain bike race in Areas D, E 
and F. TransRockies Events will hold 
a six-day endurance event, one race 
per day on different trails, as part of 
its ‘Singletrack 6’ stage event. The 
Stage Five race is scheduled for Mt. 
Buchanan and True Blue in Area D on 
August 2, with the Kaslo Municipal 
campground as the base of operations. 
The other races will be on trails near 
Rossland, Red Mountain and Nelson. 

As the races will use existing 
trail and recreational infrastructure, 
and racers will be asked to stay on 
designated trails, there should be 
minimal environmental impact. The 
racers will also “be oriented on bear 
safety.”

The event is expected to include 
up to 400 participants.

by Jan McMurray
The Village now has a 30-year 

tenure agreement with the Province 
for the Logger Sports grounds.

The agreement has resulted in 
some restrictions on the use of the 
land.

“We were able to keep the status 
quo for the Logger Sports event and 
for the Jazz Fest overflow camping, 
but we can’t open it up to vehicular 
traffic all the time because it’s a river 
bed,” CAO Neil Smith explained in 
an interview. “The main concerns 
of the ministry were unrestricted 
access by vehicles and vegetation 
removal.”

To address the ministry’s 
concern about vehicular access to 
the river bed, the Village installed 
a gate across the roadway that runs 
through the Logger Sports grounds 
to the beach. This has upset people 
who are accustomed to driving 
through there with their kayaks, 
paddle boards and other small water 
craft to access the lake.

Smith stressed that small 
watercraft are not prohibited from 
using the waterfront at the Logger 
Sports grounds. There is ample 
room to walk around the gate, he 
said, although he understands it is 
more convenient to drive. “The gate 
doesn’t bar foot or bicycle traffic,” 
he pointed out.

The Village is now working on 
operational plans for the waterfront 
concerning clean-up, ecology, 

Village of Kaslo gets tenure agreement for Logger Sports grounds
and invasive species. Marie-Ange 
Fournier-Beck of Vivid-Mountain 
Pacific Consulting has been hired 
to complete these plans, with public 
consultation. Smith says Fournier-
Beck’s work will inform the final 
management plan for the Logger 
Sports grounds. At the moment, an 
interim management plan is in place.

The tenure process started two 
years ago, when some members of 
the public filed a complaint with 
the Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations about 
the Village crew’s clearing work in 
the waterfront area near the Logger 
Sports grounds.

In February 2014, about 30 
people attended a council meeting 
very upset about the brush clearing 

and tree removal done by Public 
Works. Then one year later, in 
February 2015, some members of 
the public came back to council, 
disappointed that the concerns 
expressed the year before had 
seemingly been ignored.  In 
response, Mayor Hewat established 
the Parks, Recreation and Open 
Spaces Committee.

The complaint to the Province 
in 2015 triggered a site visit by a 
ministry staffperson. Ever since 
then, the Village has been working 
with the ministry to gain tenure over 
the Logger Sports grounds. 

The grounds were assumed to be 
Village land for many years. In 2014, 
it came to light that the grounds are 
on Crown land.

Carl Mortensen, senior staff, shows off one of the new pumps at Kaslo Mohawk. It took a week 
to install them, but the gas station now has new pay-at-the-pumps, and carries premium and 

mid-grade gas as well as regular and diesel. The station continues to be full serve. 
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Monday - 
Saturday

10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday 

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

SPRING HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
Realtor®

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

COMMUNITY

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

submitted
Slocan City’s past is being brought 

to life with the installation of historic 
signage throughout the village, thanks 
to the efforts of the Slocan Valley 
Historical Society. Created for the 
society by Ian Fraser, the first four 
sign panels will be on display at a 
community event from 2 to 4 pm on 
Sunday, July 9 at the Gazebo on the 
Slocan lakefront. Author Joy Kogawa 
will be in attendance to dedicate 
signage that addresses the Japanese-
Canadian internment period in the 
valley from 1942 to 1946.

“The signs tell the stories of key 
landmarks, events and our pioneers,” 
says society president Rory Lindsay. 
“Our mandate is to preserve and 
promote the history of the valley 
and we think this is a great project 
to educate the public about our rich 

Celebrating 3,000 years of history in the Slocan Valley
history.”

The signage is part of a walking 
tour and will eventually be mounted 
on kiosks throughout the village close 
to where the stories happened. The 
society hopes the project will be a 
source of pride for Slocan residents 
as well as a draw for visitors.

The event follows an open house 
at the Slocan Narrows archaeological 
site near Lemon Creek, where Dr. 
Nathan Goodale will share his 
team’s discoveries with the public. 
Information sessions with Goodale, 
followed by a small group tour of the 
site, will be offered approximately 
every twenty minutes between 10 am 
and 1 pm. To access this event, park 
at the Lemon Creek trailhead on the 
Slocan Valley Rail Trail and allow 20 
minutes to walk to the site.

“We’re encouraging people to 

come up to Slocan after they’ve 
toured the Lemon Creek site. This 
is an opportunity to gain insight into 
more than 3,000 years of our history 
in a single day,” said Lindsay.

The Slocan Valley Historical 
Society is grateful to the many 
sponsors of this project: BC|Canada 
150, Columbia Basin Trust, Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance, Village 

of Slocan, Columbia Power, Fortis, 
Valley Voice, Sockeye Enterprises, 
Slocan Village Market, Mountain 
Valley Station, Harold Street Café, 
Lemon Creek Lodge and artsVest.

submitted
The CBT has announced the 

recipients of Built Heritage grants.
The JB Fletcher Restoration 

Society in Ainsworth Hot Springs 
was awarded $125,000 to repair 
the foundation and roof of the JB 
Fletcher General Store building.

The Village of Silverton 
will get $100,000 to upgrade 
fire suppression systems and 
mechanical systems in the Silverton 
Gallery, a converted school.

The Vallican Heritage Hall 
Society will replace the roof and do 

CBT announces heritage grant recipients
foundation work on the hall with 
the $35,720 it will receive.

And in Meadow Creek, 
the Lardeau Valley Historical 
Society is taking on a project to 
preserve the one-storey log cabin 
of one of the area’s pioneers. The 
cabin was built by Billy Clark in 
approximately 1939, and had to 
be moved to higher ground when 
Duncan Reservoir flooded the land 
in 1966. It is the only structure that 
survived the flooding. This year, 
the society will move the cabin 
onto secure concrete slabs behind 

the Meadow Creek Museum. In 
future years, it hopes to do more 
in-depth restoration

There will be two more intakes 
of the Built Heritage Grants, in 
2018 and 2019. Learn more at 
ourtrust.org/builtheritagegrants.

The Trust has also committed 
to supporting heritage in the Basin 
by funding a new professional 
heritage position. Located in the 
Basin, this person will help local 
groups and organizations build 
their capacity for conserving our 
heritage.
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ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLASSIFIED ADS

LARRY’S REPAIR
513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

CLEANING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

COMING EVENTS

TOWING

CARD OF THANKS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOR SALE

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & 
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th 

Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

FOR RENT

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

FOUND

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
CHIAROSCURO PHOTOGHAPHIC 
GALLERY - Fine Art Photography by 
Patrizia Menton. Located at 123 Reiben Rd. 
Hills, 16 km north of New Denver (sign on 
highway) 250-358-2569 Visitors welcome!

WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and ongoing 
business training and coaching while you 
start your business. And if you’re eligible you 
will usually also receive financial support for 
the first year. To learn more call 265-3674 ext. 
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE DUMONT CREEK BURIAL 
SOCIETY wishes to thank YRB Winlaw 
Yard for grading the road to the Dumont 
Creek Cemetery. The Dumont Creek Board, 
the Society’s members, many volunteers 
and local families truly appreciate YRB’s 
community spirit and willingness to help.

SEPTEMBER 22: COFFEE HOUSE 
‘The Lighter Side of Aging’ @ Bosun - 
Murphy and friends.
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
downtown New Denver every Friday, 10 
am to 2 pm – Fresh local produce, plants 
and flowers, baking and handmade artisan 
wares. For info: 250-358-2774.
SLOCAN VALLEY ECONOMIC 
Development Commission 2017 meeting 
schedule. Please note that the June 7 
meeting has been rescheduled to July 5 at 
the Crescent Valley Fire Hall, 7 pm; October 
11 - Silverton Fire Hall Meeting Room, 
6:30 pm; November 8 - Slocan Village 
Council Chambers, 6 pm. Unless posted 
otherwise. All meetings open to the public. 
For more information: 250-226-0064/ 
slocanvalleyedc@gmail.com.

C H U C K L E B E R R Y  F A R M 
SUSTAINABLE-LIVING CAMP, July 
7-9, Learn Micro-Greens, Gardening, Solar, 
Green building, Communication skills, 250-
359-6669 and Facebook.
Annual Slocan Valley EAT-THE-
GARDEN Tour! Sunday July 9, 10-4. 
Info: www.kootenayfood.com. Food, Art, 
Farms & Flowers! Maps available July 1.
A SUITCASE OF MEMORIES at the 
Langham Cultural Society – with JOY 
KOGAWA with Soramaru Takayama 
on Tuesday July 11 at 7 pm. Langham Asian 
Series 2017 presents the first event of the 
Langham 75th Anniversary of Japanese 
Canadian Internment - MEMORY and 
REFLECTION, with this special evening 
performance. Tickets available June 15 
at Sunnyside Naturals and Willow Home 
Boutique in Kaslo. Advance tickets $18 / 
Door $20. Youth (8 - 19 years old) FREE.
COMMUNITY THANK YOU BBQ July 
22 at the Slocan Valley Legion Hall 502 
Harold St. Slocan starting at 5 pm. Music 
Jam starting at 3 pm. You are invited to join 
us! Open to families. Thank you for your 
support during the past year! The Legion 
welcomes members & guests.

BOOKS PRICED TO GO! Paperback 
fiction 25 cents each. Variety of book 
interests, “cheap” posters, prints, music, 
various miscellany. Offers welcome! 
Free stuff too! Friday, June 30, 9-3, 612 
Josephine St., New Denver.
INTRODUCTION TO ENCAUSTICS 
WORKSHOP: Louise Ducharme, 
professional artist/educator, is holding 
a one-day workshop on the art form of 
Encaustics on Saturday, July 8. Louise 
will talk and demonstrate this interesting 
technique and after lunch will open her 
studio where participants will have the 
opportunity to practice encaustics under 
Louise’s guidance, creating cards to take 
home. To register please contact Penelope: 
penelopestuart@yahoo.co.uk/ 250-358-
7269. Registration cost is $20. Materials 
will be provided. Numbers are limited so 
register in good time. This workshop is 
sponsored by the CKCA and Slocan Lake 
Gallery Society.
AT  T H E  H I D D E N  G A R D E N 
GALLERY: Kate O’Keefe presents 
‘Watercolour Paintings: Traditional and 
Experimental’ July 3-8, reception Monday, 
July 3, 7-9 pm featuring music by Pickled 

Thistle from Kaslo. Anita I. Dumins, 
presents ‘TANGENT: an abrupt change of 
direction,’ July 10-15, reception Monday, 
July 10, 7-9 pm with music by New Denver 
musician, Noel Fudge. The Hidden Garden 
Gallery, 803 Kildare St, New Denver, is 
open 10 to 3 Monday through Saturday.

FOUND IN ALLEYWAY IN NAKUSP: 
Ring with two house keys. Call Valley Voice 
office at 250-358-7218 to claim.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ 
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325.00 
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.

FOR SALE: Mixed species local band-saw 
milled rough-cut lumber and timbers up to 
10” x 10”. Cedar 4” x 4”s, etc. 208 Laktin 
Road, Hills, BC. Call 250-358-7796.
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
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Playmor Junction, 359-7310. For NA: 
New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
IS YOUR DOG WELL BEHAVED? 
Would you like your dog to listen to you? 
Does a relaxed on-leash walk appeal to 
you? For more information, visit www.
proudofmydog.ca

RED CROSS BABYSITTING: Tues July 
11, 9:00am-3:30pm. $52. Passmore Hall.
FAIRY GARDENS: Tues July 11, 
4:00pm-6:00pm. $25. Passmore Hall.
CHEESEMAKING: Sat July 15. Panir, 
Queso Blanco, and Ricotta 12:00pm-
2:00pm, Mozzarella, Burrata, and 
Bocconcini 3:00pm-5:00pm $75 per 
(includes materials). Passmore Hall.
CHEESEMAKING FOR KIDS: Sat July 
15, 9:30am-11:00am. $35. Passmore Hall.
LAKE SWIM LESSONS IN SLOCAN: 
Tues July 18-Fri July 28 (weekdays only). 
Preschool-Level 4, $60. Level 5-7, $75.

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• Licenced Residential Builder #42639 
www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

HEALTH

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph) 

nakuspredimix@gmail.com

NOTICES

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

HELP WANTED

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

PETS

RENTAL WANTED

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

July 7, 
2017

VACATION RENTAL

YARD SALE

SERVICES

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.comBusiness Classifieds start at $10.00

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and 
Thursday morning 8-9:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with 
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai 
massage for $50. Experience an ancient 
physiotherapy method for body/mind 
wellness. Available by appointment in the 
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel 
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/
OSTEOPATHY AT $60-$90 SLIDING 
SCALE with Eli Mead, DOMP. Sessions 
in Nelson or Slocan City. Contact www.
kootenayosteopathy.ca or 250-777-1141.

CAREGIVERS NEEDED for disabled 
man in Nelson. Full-time and part-time 
positions. Need committed and stable 
workers. Please email us a resume to 
jcwhite25@hotmail.com, bab_360_
white@hotmail.com Call (Jonathan White 
250-354-4194 or Barb Mark 250-358-2266.

ECKANKAR, The Path of Spiritual 
Freedom, offers an individual the spiritual 
tools needed to walk one’s own path to 
God. See www.eckankar-bc.ca for free info
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help. 
For information on AA: in New Denver, 
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 

RENTAL SWEET RENTAL: The perfect 
tenant for your small house/cottage. 
Retired, single woman, non-smoker, no 
pets seeks long-term rental in a quiet 
setting – New Denver, Silverton, Rosebery, 
Hills, Slocan, Winlaw, Nakusp. Excellent 
references. 250-358-7711.

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in stock. 
Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-399-0079.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet - any dish or antenna; home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236 (w), 250-505-8392 (c).

TENT TRAILER FULLY EQUIPPED 
for family of four on private property, 
Lower Arrow Lakes close to Fauquier. 
Private beach with swimming, kayaking, 
boating, etc. Trailer has covered outdoor 
seating area and is well equipped with tables 
and chairs. $350 per week. Call 250-269-
7641 or email early@uniserve.com.

BOOKS PRICED TO GO! Paperback 
fiction 25 cents each. Variety of book 
interests, “cheap” posters, prints, music, 
various miscellany. Offers welcome! 
Free stuff too! Friday, June 30, 9-3, 612 
Josephine St., New Denver.

submitted
Diana Morita Cole is the 

recipient of the 2017 Richard 
Carver Award for Emerging 
Writers.

One of the jurors noted: 
“Diana’s a very engaged writer, 
presenter, teacher, storyteller, 
educator and organizer, in Nelson, 
Slocan, Kaslo and more widely. I 
especially liked the way she has 
engaged with and encouraged 
young writers.” 

Cole was excited by her 
nomination: “My husband, Wayne, 
and I had the privilege of knowing 
Richard Carver personally, so this 
award carries a deep personal 
message of responsibility that I will 
try to honour in my life and work.”

Richard Carver was a lover of 
the arts and the Kootenays, and he 
was invested in the community. 
After his death in 2009, the 
Nelson and District Arts Council 
created this award in his honour; 
the Elephant Mountain Literary 

Diana Morita Cole wins Richard Carver Award
Festival came on board in 2015.

Cole will receive her award and 
read from her work at Elephant 
Mountain Literary Festival’s 100-
Mile Gala on Friday, July 7 at 7:30 
pm at the Hume Room in Nelson’s 
Hume Hotel. The evening also 
features celebrated local authors 
Jane Byers, Leesa Dean, Emily 
Nilsen, and Eileen Delehanty 
Pearkes, whose works will be 
paired with local wines. Tickets are 
available at www.emlfestival.com. 
For more information on the Carver 
Award go to www.ndac.ca.
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Martin 
Thomas 

Hamilton 
(Marty) aged 

63 years
It is with deepest sorrow 

we announce the sudden 
passing of our beloved 
Marty. Predeceased by his 

loving father Thomas and survived by his beloved mother 
Catherine; children Ashley (Lyle) and Dean (Jenny); 
grandchildren Vanessa, Crystal, Julia, Kyleen, Tyler, Cody; 
greatgrandchildren Olivia, Mason, Kinsley; siblings Kelly, 
Valerie; nephews Bryan, Thomas, niece Hailey. 

Marty was at his happiest living the country life creating 
beautiful music with friends and family. Marty’s kindness, 
compassion and generosity were second only to the love of 
his family.  Marty was a talented guitarist and musician who 
loved the outdoors; he enjoyed time spent on the lake and in 
the Kootenay mountains. His expert snow cat driving helped 
create epic memories for many deep powder enthusiasts at 
Retallack. 

Dear Marty, we will miss your smile, your humility, your 
peaceful nature, and your legendary guitar music. You made 
all our days brighter.  With love, your family.

In lieu of a funeral service there will be a celebration of 
Marty’s life, time and place to be announced at a later date. 

Online condolences may be expressed at www.
thompsonfs.ca

submitted
Joy Kogawa with Soramaru 

Takayama will present ‘A 
Suitcase of Memories’ on 
July 11, the first event of the 
Langham Asian 2017 series 
commemorating the special 
75th anniversary of Japanese 
Canadian internment during 
WWII  –  ‘Memory  and 
Reflection.’

In 1942, 80 women, children 
and the elderly were confined, six 
to eight people to one small room, 
in the then Langham Hotel in 

More Joy at the Langham Cultural Centre
Kaslo, built in 1896. A thousand 
more Japanese Canadians were 
detained in abandoned homes 
that had become vacant after 
the mining boom. Kaslo and 
other ghost towns in the BC 
interior, particularly in the West 
Kootenay region, became sites of 
incarceration to 22,000 Japanese 
Canadians until 1945. 

This July, world renowned 
author Joy Kogawa will be 
visiting the West Kootenay as 
an honoured guest of two local 
venues: the Elephant Mountain 

Literary Festival in Nelson on 
Saturday, July 8, and later at 
the Langham Cultural Centre 
in Kaslo on Tuesday, July 11 
at 7 pm. In Kaslo, she will be 
joined by the popular Tasai 
Artist Collective member, 
Soramaru Takayama, for an 
evening of exquisite storytelling. 
The Tasai Artist Collective is 
a Vancouver non-profit artist 
collective exploring Pacific 
Rim postcolonial identities 
through cross-cultural artistic 
collaboration. Kogawa will read 
from her poems, ‘Obasan’ and 
‘Gently to Nagasaki’ within a 
dramatic poetic monologue, 
created by poet and performer 
Soramaru Takayama. The 
audience will be guided on 
a pilgrimage through Joy’s 
memoires of the internment, 
dispossession and dispersal of 
Japanese Canadians. 

More events at the Langham 
for the 75th anniversary 
include a traveling exhibition 
from the National Nikkei 
Museum in Burnaby. ‘Taiken,’ 
meaning ‘great circle/personal 
experience,’ will be showcased 
from August 4 to October 29 at 
the Langham Galleries.

In August, the Langham 
Asian Series will also offer a 
workshop, ‘Blue Magic: Indigo, 
Shibori and Sashiko,’ during 
the Columbia Basin Culture 
Tour weekend, August 12 and 
13 with Seathra Bell. Bell has a 
Master’s in Textile Design from 
Glasglow School of Art and 
is a two-time recipient of the 
Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance artist grants, 2016/ 
2017. The past 15 years she has 
explored sustainable natural 
dye techniques and ecologically 
responsible fabrics in her textile 
work. 

The big celebration and 
commemoration ‘Memory 
and Reflection’ will take place 
during Thanksgiving weekend, 
with special activities for the 
whole family – performances, 

cultural demonstrations and 
activities and workshops, films, 
the Vancouver play, Japanese 
Problem, the TAIKO Drummers 
from Kelowna, the Minyo 
Dancers from Lethbridge, plus 
two evening concerts, a gala 
performance and a concert 
with the West Kootenay group, 
Certified Mango. The society is 
inviting performing artists and 
writers, from BC and from other 
parts of Canada, whose families 

Laundry day 1943 at the Langham during the Japanese Canadian internment. 

were affected by the internment 
to perform and speak during the 
weekend. 

In 2012, during the 70th 
anniversary of Interment in 
Slocan City, Rory Lindsay of 
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 
Society stated, “This event is 
not just a story that belongs to 
Japanese Canadians but to all 
Canadians.” This is a statement 
that resounds even more for 
today’s troubling times. The 

Langham’s commemorations of 
the 75th anniversary of WWII 
internment is an opportunity 
to recall this tragic event, and 
acknowledge the strength and 
resilience of Japanese Canadians 
and their descendants over the 
past 75 years, and to reflect on and 
celebrate the achievements of the 
Japanese Canadian community. 
For detailed information visit 
www.thelangham.ca Everyone 
is welcome!
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by Jan McMurray
With record-breaking 

precipitation in the Duncan 
reservoir and Kootenay Lake 
this spring, “we’ve paid a lot 
of attention to the Kootenay/ 
Duncan this year,” Gillian 
Kong of BC Hydro said at 
the annual operations update 
meeting in Meadow Creek 
June 20.

The risk of flooding has 
now passed, thanks in no small 
part to BC Hydro’s operations.

“Kootenay Lake was very 
challenging this year because 
of the high snowmelt and 
precipitation so we knew we 
would have to pass a lot of 
water out of Kootenay Lake,” 
said Kong. Starting in March, 
the lake was operated to 

BC Hydro updates Meadow Creek residents
maximize discharge to reduce 
flood risk. The lake reached its 
peak at about 1751 feet on June 
9, and water levels and flows 
are now receding.

The Duncan was emptied 
as usual this spring, reaching 
near empty (1795.6 ft) on April 
11. “We didn’t refill quickly 
because we saw lots of water,” 
said Kong. “We dropped flows 
to a minimum in May and we’ll 
hold onto that until maybe July 
18.” Flows have been receding 
since May, and Kong said she 
doesn’t expect a second peak.

Margo Sadler, BC Hydro’s 
project manager of water 
licence requirements, spoke 
about some of the studies being 
done as part of the Duncan 
Water Use Plan. The 17 studies 

underway will all be completed 
in 2018. A new Water Use Plan 
process is expected to begin 
in 2019. 

A proposal submitted to 
BC Hydro from the RDCK 
(in close consultation with the 
Meadow Creek community), 
asking for financial assistance 
for the mosquito abatement 
program, is being held in 
abeyance until the new WUP 
process gets underway.

Some of the WUP projects 
include Lower Duncan kokanee 
monitoring, assessing the 
effectiveness of the bull trout 
flip-bucket transfer program 
at the Duncan Dam, Duncan 
reservoir burbot monitoring, 
and Lower Duncan River 
Mosquito monitoring.

by Katrine Campbell
At its May 15 meeting, the 

Kaslo and Area D Economic 
Development Commission 
learned about the economic 
development approaches and 
priorities of various communities 
in the regional district. Members 
established that the commission 
wants to see a return on 

Kaslo area EDC wants a return on its investments
investments made.

Patricia Dehnel from the 
Community Energy Association 
presented information from 
the Renewable Energy Scan. 
Members discussed how 
homeowners could access 
resources to make their homes 
more energy efficient. Dehnel 
also spoke about Accelerate 
Kootenays, a project to create 
electric vehicle charging stations. 
One will be installed in Kaslo this 
summer.
Priority areas

Business Retention and 
Expansion: Community Futures 
will attend a future meeting to 
advise how they can help the 
EDC act on recommendations 
from the BR&E study.

Housing: The Kaslo Housing 
Society will present at a future 
meeting to review its status and 
how the EDC can support its 

efforts.
Agriculture: Commissioner 

M. Brown volunteered to be 
on the Agricultural Advisory 
Board for the North Kootenay 
Lake Farm Innovation Project, 
which will provide wage and 
infrastructure subsidies. 

Broadband: KiN has been 
successful in getting grants to 
bury fibre optic lines.

Tourism: The Chamber of 
Commerce and other tourism 
organizations will present at 
future meetings.

Investment: The Creston 
Community Investment Co-
op will be invited to hold a 
workshop.

R e n e w a b l e  E n e r g y : 
Commissioner M. Etchison 
will follow up with the Village 
of Kaslo on the next steps for 
microhydro on the Kaslo water 
system. 

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money 

Order to:
The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, 
BC  V0G 1S0



June 29, 2017   The Valley Voice  23COMMUNITY

LIQUIDATION SALE
Saturday July 1st • Sunday 2nd  

Monday 3rd • 12-5 pm
Restaurant supplies, household items & Silver Jewelry

• TRUE-Double Door Cooler • Tables & Indoor and Patio Chairs
• Glassware and Dishware • Menus & Guest cheque holders & much more

Located in Rosebery, 4 kilometres North of New Denver 
on Rosebery Loop Road (balloons on highway)

Cash Only – All Sales Final
250-358-7749 or 250-358-7995

submitted
The Slocan Valley Art & 

Garden Tour will hit the scene 
again on July 9, only this year 
it’s been re-branded as ‘Eat the 
Garden’. Two years ago the Slocan 
Valley Community Arts Council 
decided that it was time to pass 
the torch, and Kootenay Food, 
also known as the West Kootenay 
Permaculture Co-op, agreed to take 
on the event. 

After a stellar tour last year 
the co-op re-named the event the 
‘Eat the Garden Tour’, giving a 
Kootenay Food spin to things by 
adding local food vendors into 
the mix of artists and gardeners. 
An important component of the 
co-op’s mandate is to support the 

The Slocan Valley Art & Garden Tour 2017 — Eat the Garden
local food economy and celebrate 
the abundance of this agricultural 
region. What better event than the 
annual garden tour to achieve this? 

The ‘Eat the Garden Tour’ will 
be held Sunday July 9 from 10 am 
to 4 pm. Maps will be available July 
1 at event sponsor locations, as well 
as online at www.kootenayfood.
com. Each location will feature an 
abundant farm or garden and local 
artisans; several will host food 
vendors so you can not only look at 
the gardens, but eat them too. With 
the help of Nelson’s newest craft 
brewery, Backroad Brewing, you’ll 
also be able to enjoy a refreshing 
beer at the newest addition to the 
tour, the Beer Garden!

One of the incredible gardens 

being featured this year belongs 
to Phil Kabatoff in Winlaw. A 
Doukhobor who grew up in the 
Slocan Valley, his folks had dairy 
cows and grew plenty of food but 
Phil never caught the gardening 
bug as an adult. Three years ago he 
decided to build a garden and see 
what all the fuss was about. Now 
he has one of the most productive 
gardens around and still adamantly 
claims he doesn’t know what he 
is doing. 

Kootenay Food will set up at 
Phil’s garden where you can learn 
about upcoming projects including 
the mobile kitchen classroom unit 
which will be on site. Last fall he 
planted more than 2,000 garlic 
bulbs and will have an abundance 

of garlic scapes to deal with. This 
is a perfect scenario of how the 
mobile kitchen can be utilized 
by valley gardeners with excess. 
Kootenay Food volunteers will 
help Phil to process the scapes 
into a garlic salt blend with the 
industrial-sized dehydrator and 
other mobile kitchen equipment. 
The finished product will be shared 
between the farmer and the co-op’s 
food pantry for fundraising sales 
and future events. 

While you are checking out 
the mobile unit you can enjoy 
some delicious barbecue from 

the Killbillies’ Grill, grilling links 
from both Legendary Meats and 
hog farmer Jim Ross of Havesome 
Hogs Farm (also on the tour this 
year). Including and promoting 
local farmers is an integral part to 
all of Kootenay Food’s activities.

All of the donations raised 
through the tour will go towards 
supporting community projects 
like the mobile kitchen classroom. 
If you are an artist or culinary 
genius please feel free to reach out 
and get involved! Head to www.
kootenayfood.com for additional 
information. 

submitted
Kate O’Keefe presents her first 

exhibition, Watercolour Paintings: 
Traditional and Experimental, at 
the Hidden Garden Gallery from 
July 3 to 8. 

“Watercolour is  both an 
expressive and unforgiving medium 
– free flowing and spontaneous,” 
says Kate.  “Many learning 
opportunities come from ‘mistakes’ 
or ‘happy accidents’. Mostly self-
taught; a few workshops, a short 
course here and there, and a lot of 
play have been my teachers.” 

Her art is inspired by wild 
places, from a childhood near the 
sea, holidays exploring remote sites, 
to settling in the rural majesty of the 
West Kootenays. 

This show includes work 
exemplifying the variety of Kate’s 
work from interpretive realism to 
emotive abstract, with touches of 
folk art and whimsy thrown in. 
Each scene – garden, mountains, 
water, sky – says something to 
the artist, and to the viewer. At the 
show, look for three distinct styles. 
The Blue Period: these pictures are 
from an experimental process based 
loosely on Cubism design elements 
and a technique called injection. 
The Built Environment: these are 
new images that fascinate because 
of the juxtaposition with the natural 
environment. The Dream Scenes: 
you are invited to suggest your 
interpretation of these paintings, 
which were inspired by her dreams. 

A reception will be held on 
Monday, July 3, 7 to 9 pm featuring 
music by Pickled Thistle from 
Kaslo. 

• Anita I. Dumins, well known 
for Anita Studios in New Denver, 
will present TANGENT: an abrupt 
change of direction, July 10 to 
15. Anita attended the University 
of Calgary where she earned her 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree. 
Anita’s first love has always been 
printmaking but a run-in with a litho 
press and an astute look at how to 
earn in the arts changed her artistic 
bent for 40+ years to functional 
pottery. Now her successful family 
business has evolved to include 
monotype, drawing and painting. 

This exhibition expands her 
love of art to encompass drawing 
and painting with printmaking. The 
works are personal reflections of 
her feelings. Each creation brings 
with it a hopefulness, a respect for 
nature and an enjoyment of colour. 
Anita experiments with larger 
pieces, different papers, canvas 
and framing possibilities. The 
monotype process is a constantly 
evolving technique that she has 
mixed with wood block as well. 
This is Anita’s first showing of 
her two-dimensional work but it 
will not be her last. As she says, 
“Pandora’s box has been opened!”

The reception for Tangent will 
be held on Monday, July 10, 7 – 9 
pm with music by renowned New 
Denver musician, Noel Fudge. 

The Hidden Garden Gallery, 
803 Kildare St, New Denver, is open 
10 to 3 Monday through Saturday.

Upcoming shows at the Hidden Garden Gallery

As part of the Random Acts of Creativity held recently on the Slocan Valley Rail Trail, students from Winlaw School painted an incredible floral 
mural on an otherwise bland retaining wall. With direction from their teacher Linda Out and artistic guidance from Evelyn Kirkaldy, the grades 5 

and 6 students created a lasting work of art to be enjoyed for years to come. In this photo, the students stand atop the freshly made masterpiece, 
which can be found just north of the Winlaw Trailhead.
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joldhamfinehomes.com
“When You Want It Done Right”

For all your New Home 
Construction & General 

Contracting 
Needs!

Having trouble 
acquiring a new 
home 
construction 
permit?
We can 
Help. 

Contact Jesse Oldham 
(licenced HPO Builder)       
(cell # 250 551 2593) • jesseoldham@hotmail.com 

Studio Connexion Gallery invites you to its 9th 
       season

• June 13 - 30: Maureen HOWARD
• July 4 - 22: Louise DRESCHER
• July 26 - August 13: Carleen ROSS
• Aug.16 - Sept.2: T. MIRKOV-POPOVICKI
• Sept.5 - 23: Robyn GOLD
• Sept.26 - Oct.7: Gail McMARTIN

by Claire Paradis
The Arrow Lakes Theatre was 

humming with activity for the first 
annual OutFest in Nakusp held on 
Friday, June 16. The film festival 
schedule had the festival mandate 
printed on it: “to promote equality 
by creating, sharing and protecting 
diversity through arts and stories.” 
Teresa Winbow-Weatherhead kicked 
off the event, thanking Jane Merkley 
who suggested having a film festival, 
and Nakusp Secondary’s Gay-Straight 
Alliance. As well as screening two 
feature-length movies, the festival 
featured two shorts made by local 
youth. 

“I Am Me is an 18-minute film 
produced by Nakusp’s Rhys McLeod, 
who said he found inspiration in 
another film and then brought its spirit 
to his film. In the short’s first segment, 
Winbow-Weatherhead interviews 
Hilary Bitten, Minister of Nakusp’s 
United Church. Bitten, who came out 
as a teenager several decades ago, said 

First annual OutFest in Nakusp worth coming out for
in the film that the key to a happy life 
is to be yourself, no matter what. 

“Life is a journey. Do you want 
to live that life as a lie?” asked Bitten. 
“There have always been loving 
people who accept you as you are,” 
and she added that “when we can 
accept all people as they are, then we 
can start to heal our world.”

To a pleasant but repetitive 
piano score, the film then showed 
local people holding up chalkboards 
with their answers to a series of 
questions. What are you insecure 
about? What makes you happy? What 
are you afraid of? Are you gay? For 
some of the people in the film the 
screening was their coming out to the 
community. 

Morgana Tulak’s Gender Fluid 
employed interesting film techniques 
to convey a sense of both isolation 
and peace. Her three-minute film 
dramatized the exploration of what 
it means to be gender fluid, not 
identifying as solely masculine or 

feminine. Nakusp residents were 
treated to a tour of some local areas 
over the course of the film. 

Both feature films were specifically 
about what it was like to be queer in a 
small town. The first, Two Spirits, told 
the story of Fred Martinez, or F.C., a 
transgendered Navajo boy through 
exploring the Navajo culture’s four 
genders. Through interviews, viewers 
were introduced to the history of 
Navajo genders of nádleehí, feminine 
male, and dilbaa, masculine female. 
Tragically, the warning from Fred’s 
brother to “be careful” was prescient. 
Fred Martinez was savagely beaten 
to death not far from the small town 
where he lived. 

The second feature shown after 
the local films was NFB film My 
Prairie Home, the story of musician 
Rae Spoon. Winbow-Weatherhead 
was surprised and delighted when 
the National Film Board loaned the 
film without charge for its screening 
at Nakusp’s first OutFest. 
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Evacuation alert 
rescinded for 
South Slocan 
river properties
submitted

The Regional District  of 
Central Kootenay has rescinded the 
Evacuation Alert as of June 23 for all 
properties in Area H South/Slocan 
Valley near the Slocan River.

On June 5 a state of local 
emergency was cancelled, and the 
last property on evacuation order 
was reduced to evacuation alert. 
The potential danger from rising 
waters in the Slocan River has since 
diminished, so the alert has been 
rescinded.

submitted
The third exhibition of the Studio 

Connexion season is titled ‘On the 
Road’: a series by Rossland artist 
Louise Drescher. The acrylic and 
oil paintings are inspired by the 
artist’s recent road trips. Some of the 
paintings were done in oil “en plein 
air” and most of the studio work in 
acrylic.

Drescher is not a stranger to 
Studio Connexion Gallery. She 
showed here with the Carlyle Group 
presenting the Assiniboine series 
in 2013. Born in Ontario, Louise 
received a Masters of Art from the 
University of Toronto in Medieval 
Art and Literature. She started to 
paint in London, England where she 

‘On the Road’ to Studio Connexion Gallery
had two exhibitions before moving 
to Chicago. She came to Rossland in 
1994 and has been an active member 
in the arts community.

The exhibition ‘On the Road’ 
runs from July 4 to 22. The reception, 
with the artist in attendance, is Friday 
July 7 from 5 to 8 pm. If you love 
landscape paintings as much as the 
curator Anne Béliveau, make sure 
not to miss this show at Studio 
Connexion.

The gallery has a new addition to 
its art selection: the new line of jewelry 
‘Uniquely Yours’ by JLM. Local artist 
Joleen Minchin hand crafts each piece 
using various materials and mediums. 
She makes her own glass beads and 
works with silver.

Studio Connexion Gallery is 
located in the heart of Nakusp at 203 
Fifth Avenue NW. Gallery hours are 
11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday to Saturday 
and always open for appointments. 
Private viewings can be arranged 
by contacting the gallerist at 250-
265-3586 or 250-265-8888. Follow 
the gallery: www.facebook.com/
studioconnexion.

 Rhys McLeod, Teresa Winbow-Weatherhead, Peter Gadja, and Mary Harzan (in front) at the first annual OutFest in Nakusp.


