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by Art Joyce
The class action lawsuit on 

behalf of those affected by the 
Lemon Creek fuel spill in July 2013 
is a go. Judge David Masuhara 
certified the class action on May 
3 in BC Supreme Court. In a press 
release, prosecuting law firm 
Rosenberg-Kosakoski describes the 
suit as “the first environmental class 
action against the Province of BC.”

The representative plaintiff 
on behalf of 2,500 Slocan Valley 
residents in the class action is Robert 
Kirk, whose 51-acre farm includes 
a kilometre of riverfront property. 
The suit includes those who owned, 
rented, leased or occupied property 
in the evacuation zone on the date 
of the spill, claiming damages 
for “diminution of property value 
and loss of use and enjoyment of 
property.” Nelson-based lawyer 
David Aaron filed the suit, and 
Rosenberg Kosakoski has joined 
him as co-counsel.

Accord ing  to  Rosenbeg 
Kosakoski, the Province “hotly 
contested the application to certify 
this action as a class proceeding, 
attempting to point blame at its co-
defendants,” Executive Flight Centre 
(EFC), Transwest Helicopters, and 
truck driver Danny LaSante.

J u d g e  D a v i d  M a s u h a r a 
rejected the Province’s arguments, 
concluding that, “I do not find it 
fair or efficient for individuals to 
be required to advance through an 
individual action to obtain some 
form of redress from the defendants. 
Moreover, litigating the common 
issues through a class proceeding 
has the significant advantage of key 
findings being decided once.” 

A further argument, that Kirk 
be disqualified as representative 
plaintiff, was also rejected. Judge 
Masuhara cited a legal precedent 
stating that, “The representative 
plaintiff represents the class, but 
need not be representative of the 
class. He or she need not have a 

Lemon Creek class action lawsuit approved by judge
claim typical of the class, or be the 
‘best’ possible representative.” 

The defendants had tried to 
argue that there was not enough 
evidence of two or more residents 
being sufficiently affected to 
constitute a class. Among those 
filing affidavits on behalf of the 
class action was Nelle Maxey, who 
served as the RDCK’s director of 
the Resiliency Centre in Winlaw 
in the weeks following the spill. 
To cite only a few of the examples 
Maxey recorded, there were 30 
residents who reported fuel product 
on the river or shorelines or in 
their tap water/toilets; 23 residents 
who reported health concerns 
and symptoms, with eight reports 
involving children, and five with 
symptoms medically diagnosed as 
resulting from exposure to fuel or 
vapour associated with the spill; and 
16 residents who were concerned 
about the safety of their drinking 
water, both before and after the 
Interior Health authority canceled 
its order. 

The Province also argued that 
because it “did not have possession 
nor control over the fuel that escaped 
from the fuel tanker,” and could 
not have foreseen the actions of the 
contracted driver LaSante in using 
a decommissioned road, this should 
be disqualified from the class action. 
However, Judge Masuhara concluded 
that without an examination of the 
facts it was insufficient grounds to 
deny inclusion in the action. The 
Province asserted that it no longer 
has a “duty of care” for a closed, 
unmaintained road, noting that two 
signs were posted, reading: “End of 
Maintained Public Road” and “Road 
Closed.” It claimed that, “there also 
is the likelihood of indeterminate 
liability and the impact on the 
taxpayers if the Province has a duty 
of care to maintain a closed road.” 
Here again the judge disagreed, 
pointing out that, “there remains a 
factual determination as to whether 

the road was closed, particularly 
where the road was accessible and 
accessed by Mr. LaSante.” Judge 
Masuhara agreed that there was 
reason to expect the Province to go 
beyond road maintenance to include 
“a duty of care to communicate, 
warn, deactivate and obstruct and/
or deter access.”

All the defendants argued that 
there were no facts “supporting 
groundwater contamination or any 
contamination beyond the affected 
waterways.” EFC says “it did 
not ignore its obligations to the 
public… (and) took immediate 
action to clean up, remediate and 
address community concerns.” It 
claims to have spent $5,457,000 in 
remediating the spill, and that the 
site and surrounding waterways 
“have been remediated to regulatory 
standards.” But Judge Masuhara 
agreed that the class action could 
claim “direct exposure, continuation 

and damage to properties throughout 
the Evacuation Zone.” Attorney 
David Aaron says his team has 
hired experts in biology and organic 
chemistry to assess the long-term 
environmental impact. 

“We now have the benefit of 
a single proceeding to determine 
questions as to the presence and 
persistence of residual toxins in the 
environment and the impact of the 
spill,” says Aaron. “It was definitely 
a shock to the whole community 
and it’s debatable whether the 
environment will ever fully return 
to its pre-spill state.”

Aaron adds that the lawsuit has 
been remarkable for “the extent to 
which the defendants are pointing the 
finger at each other in terms of who’s 
to blame for the fuel spill.” Separate 
proceedings include the Province 
suing EFC for recovery of spill costs 
and EFC suing the Province for 
failing to provide indemnity. 

“What we have here is a web 
of litigation wherein no defendant 
has taken responsibility for this 
environmental disaster. We are intent 
on making sure that the people of the 
Slocan Valley are not left out high 
and dry to bear the burden of other 
peoples’ negligence.”

Aaron says he is still getting 
phone calls from worried residents 
wondering if they need to register 
to be included in the class action. By 
default, all those persons included in 
a class definition are automatically 
represented unless they explicitly opt 
out. Court-approved notices will be 
published both for the mechanism to 
opt out and the current status of the 
case. However, personal damages, 
such as the medical impacts of 
exposure to jet fuel inhalation, are 
included in a separate civil suit. 
The plaintiff has yet to bring an 
application to court for certification 
of that action.

This photo was taken from Robert Kirk’s property on Slocan River in August 2013, after the Lemon Creek fuel spill. Robert Kirk is the representative 
plaintiff in the class action lawsuit against the Province, Executive Flight Centre, Danny LaSante and Transwest Helicopters Ltd. The plaintiffs seek 
relief for loss of use and enjoyment of property, diminution in property value, and negligence. The suit has recently been certified in Supreme Court.
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by Art Joyce
Out of sight, out of mind. When 

the headlines fade, it’s easy to fall 
prey to this human tendency to 

Lemon Creek class action testimony reveals extent of damages
forget. But for those families who 
live on or own property in the 
Lemon Creek fuel spill’s evacuation 
zone, the environmental effects 

are distressing and persistent. 
As attorney David Aaron has 
stated, whether or not the ecology 
will return to its pre-spill state is 
unknown.

“We are grieving,” says Marilyn 
Burgoon, President of the Perry 
Ridge Water Users Association. 
“The memory of all that was lost 
is sad and haunting. Not knowing 
the long-term effects makes our 
community anxious.”

Robert Kirk is the representative 
plaintiff for the class action lawsuit, 
and his testimony is eye-peeling. 
He’s noticed that the formerly 
abundant bird life on his 51-acre 
property has decreased alarmingly. 
On average, he says, four great 
blue herons would feed at his pond 
and along the river throughout the 
summer months. Since the spill, he 
has only seen one heron that made a 
brief appearance in 2015 but didn’t 
stay long. He was used to seeing a 
daily average of 16 whistling swans 
on his property over a 30-45 day 
period during the winter. He now 
reports one sighting of only five 
swans for a brief stay and thinks 
that the spill has left them nothing 
to eat “because the bottom of the 
river is barren.”  

“For the 16 years that I resided 
at my property prior to the spill,” 
Kirk states in his affidavit, “I would 
have to refill the feeder each week. 
Since the spill, I have noticed that 
the feeder is now infrequently 
visited, such that I need only refill 

it once every three months.”
The damage extends to other 

creatures. At least a dozen painted 
turtles used to show up on his 
property in spring, remaining 
throughout the summer. Kirk has 
seen none since the spill, and very 
few frogs or dragonflies. Nor has 
he seen the “thousands of flies 
hovering over the river surface 
and trout jumping up at them,” 
except for a few minnows in the 
summer of 2015. Butterflies too 
have disappeared. Valley residents 
are well familiar with the age-old 
game trails for deer and moose 
winding through their land. These 
have been eerily empty on Kirk’s 
property since the spill. And bats 
– our best natural defense for 
controlling mosquito populations 
– have also disappeared from his 
acreage. 

Wayne Savinkoff grazes cattle 
on Kirk’s property and they too 
are giving signs that all is not well. 
“Prior to the spill, the cattle were 
content grazing at my property 
throughout the summer. Since 
the spill, the cattle will not drink 
around the shoreline of the Slocan 
River. Rather, to drink from the 
river, they wade deep into the river 
up to their bellies. After spending 
a week on my property, they try to 
push the fence down and leave.” 
Kirk adds that there seems to be a 
40-foot strip along the river that is 
avoided by wildlife. 

Grand Forks resident Nadine 

Heiberg says her family has owned 
a property on Nixon Road near 
Appledale since her father William 
Nevocshonoff bought the property 
in 1942 while working as a horse 
logger. When he died, the property 
was inherited by Nadine and her 
sister Annette Davidson – a seven- 
and a nine-acre parcel. 

“I have seven children and we 
used to visit and go inner tubing 
on the river,” says Heiberg. “What 
residue is in there now? It was 
pristine and now it’s changed, 
the land is contaminated. We feel 
violated – this was someplace to 
heal. How do you put a price on 
paradise lost?” 

The human toll has been no 
less. Slocan Valley farmer Jim 
Ross welcomes the certification 
of the class action lawsuit, calling 
the spill “a preventable tragedy 
of huge proportions. There has 
been tremendous suffering: 
burning eyes, blisters, sore throats, 
headaches, respiratory distress, and 
neuromuscular symptoms. Scores 
of wildlife are dead. People have 
been displaced from their homes, 
their farms contaminated, their 
businesses shut down.”

New building 
planned for 
Creston Valley 
Wildlife Centre
by Katrine Campbell

The 43-year-old interpretive 
building at the Creston Valley 
Wildlife Centre will close this fall 
and a non-profit society is now 
searching for the money to build 
a new one on land adjacent to, but 
not on, the sensitive wetland area 
which they say would be ideal.

The old building is in bad 
shape, and there are concerns 
about its impact on the wetland on 
which it stands. The Creston Valley 
Wildlife Management Authority 
(CVWMA) has operated under 
the Creston Valley Wildlife Act, 
but under the BC Wildlife Act and 
the jurisdiction of the Ministry of 
Forests, Land and Natural Resource 
Operations, will not be allowed to 
run the centre. 

A governance review in 2008-
2012 indicated that the CVWMA 
would be more financially stable 
if it weren’t operating the centre. 
In 2015, the Kootenay-Columbia 
Discovery Center Society was 
formed and in March of this year 
produced its business plan. The 
budget for a new interpretive centre 
is $4.9 million – $2.4 million of 
which is for the building itself. 
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by Katrine Campbell
The election happened more than a 

week ago, but the close race still hasn’t 
been called. Approximately 176,000 
absentee and advance ballots won’t be 
counted until final count, which will 
take place between May 22 and May 
24. The difference between Liberal and 
NDP candidates in Courtenay-Comox 
is nine votes.

Here in the West Kootenays, the 
results were much clearer.

In a three-candidate race, Kootenay 
West’s incumbent NDP MLA Katrine 
Conroy received 59.62% of the votes 
on election day, besting Liberal Jim 
Postnikoff (24.54%) and the Greens’ 
Sam Troy (15.85%). There are 30,573 
registered voters in the riding; the poll 
and advance ballots totalled 21,513. 
That’s a commendable 70% turnout.

Five candidates competed in 
Nelson-Creston. The incumbent, 

No recounts here: decisive results for area MLAs
NDP MLA Michelle Mungall, took 
41.85% of the vote, followed by 
Liberal Tanya Wall (28.59%), Green 
Kim Charlesworth (27.88%), and 
independents Jesse O’Leary (0.88%) 
and Tom Prior (0.79%). Since the last 
provincial election in 2013, where 
Mungall took 50.32% of the vote and 
the Green candidate took 20.81%, 
Mungall has lost some ground to the 
Greens.

The turnout in Nelson-Creston 
was an amazing 80% – 22,062 people 
voted at the polls and in advance out 
of 27,338 registered voters. 

Overall, turnout in the province 
was approximately 60%.

“I’m humbled by the support I got 
from the people of West Kootenay,” 
said Conroy, “and excited for another 
four-year opportunity. It was a good 
campaign. I want to thank the other 
candidates for a good campaign.

“I’m looking forward to the next 
four years – after we know what 
happens in two weeks. These are 
interesting times. We just gotta wait 
and see what’s going to happen.”

Conroy noted that the large 
number of absentee ballots could tip 
the balance in the five seats which are 
very close. Asked when the legislature 
would open, she said she didn’t know. 

“That’s all to be determined by the 
count, and who’s going to be in power.”

The legislature approved an 
interim budget before it was suspended 
for the election, so there would be 
money to keep the Province running. 
A new budget will likely be needed 
before the end of July.

“If it’s us, we might carry on with 
the interim budget. Who knows what 
we’re going to find?”

Conroy said she was “very, 
very happy with the results locally.” 
Her focus, and the party’s, is on 
employment and health care, and 
proper education funding from early 
childhood through to post-secondary, 
including no-interest student loans.

She noted that all her campaigning 
was done by grassroots volunteers, 
different people from all over the 
constituency, not by “hiring a firm 

out of Vancouver.” Some of her 
multi-generational volunteers were 
in her family: her father, in his 80s, 
was out door knocking along with her 
two- and three-year-old grandson and 
granddaughter. The adults tried to keep 

the kids in the car, but they thought 
it was so much fun they insisted on 
getting out and helping.

The Valley Voice was unable to 
contact MLA Michelle Mungall for 
her comments.

by Jan McMurray
The local food movement in the 

Kootenays is extremely well portrayed 
in Feeding Ourselves, a full-length 
feature documentary film by Slocan 
Valley resident Lisa Safarik. A huge 
crowd attended the May 8 premiere at 
the Civic Theatre in Nelson. 

In the film, local farmers and 
others working in the local food 
industry discuss such pertinent issues 
as self-sufficiency, right livelihood, the 
economics of food, the unsustainability 
of big industrial agriculture, unhelpful 
government regulations, and the re-
definition of wealth.

“I framed the film like a grand 
conversation with these people – 
getting to know them on their farm or 
in their kitchen while they are actually 
producing food for their community, 
and speaking with them intimately 
about what they do and why they do it,” 
said filmmaker Lisa Safarik. “I felt that 
with this approach, viewers would walk 
away with a wealth of information, with 
a deeper understanding, and be inspired 
to make a change, as I did.”

Safarik says the main message of 
the film is that “a culture within local 
agriculture has emerged. Central to 
that culture is the belief that striving 
to feed ourselves through small local 
agricultural endeavours is the way to 
address the ecological and economic 
uncertainty of our times.”

Safarik explained that the project 
began in July 2014 when Shauna Fidler 
of the West Kootenay Permaculture Co-
op asked her to produce an eight-minute 
video featuring some local farmers 
for the website kootenayfood.com. 
“Despite my personal circumstances 

Feeding Ourselves tells the Kootenay 
local food movement story

at the time – I had an 18-month-old 
daughter and was pregnant with my 
second child – I was inspired as I 
interviewed everyone, and felt there was 
a need and a desire in the community 
for these people to be heard in a bigger 
way,” she said.

She started on the documentary 
project in the fall, interviewing and 
filming farmers, processors, food 
advocates, politicians, and others 
knowledgeable about the local food 
system. “Many valuable interviews were 
conducted that didn’t make it into the 
film. I’d like to thank all those people for 
their support and valuable contribution.” 

The main farmers and other people 
in the local food movement featured 
in the film include Madrone Timothy 
Fenton and Damon Chouinard of 
White Crow Farm (Slocan Valley); 
Alys Ford and Eric Struxness of Ravine 
Creek Farm (Slocan Valley); Ben 
Carson of Legendary Meats (Slocan 
Valley); Hamsa Elisa Gooderham of 
Bee Greens (Slocan Valley); Jon Scott 
of Chuckleberry Farm (South Slocan); 
Michael Silver of Earth Temple Gardens 
(Meadow Creek/Argenta); Rachel 
Dugdale of Meadow Creek Organics 
(Meadow Creek); Betty Gutierrez of 
Taqueria el Corazon (Kaslo); Valerie 
Sanderson of Soups in Season and 
Valerie’s Sauerkraut (Nelson); Nigel 
and Laura Francis of Cartwheel Farm 
(Creston); Jessica Piccinin of Root & 
Vine Acres (Creston); and Johanna 
Mickel of Gypsy Wagon (Salmo).

There will be additional screenings 
and opportunities to bring the film 
to your community. Contact lisa@
feedingourselvesthemovie.com to learn 
more.
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Capitalism
Capitalism: the processes 

designed by humans created to take 
the living planet and turn it into 
garbage as fast as possible.

Capitalism is killing us all!
Leon Pendleton

Whatshan

Electoral 
results as an 
opportunity

Although only 53% of the 
electorate chose to participate in 
the running of the ‘family business’ 
(British Columbia), the results offer 
some positive opportunities.

Collaboration might be one 
of the major outcomes from this 
election.  Although not quite 
proportional representation, there 
will be necessary collaboration that 
would have to come from a political 
system with shared responsibility 
as a model for governance.  It 
would be interesting to document, 
in the next election, if there was a 
change in participation from the 
electorate if their concerns were 
fairly represented.

It will be a brave and collaborative 
government that will work toward 
engaging more of their constituency 
in the hope we will all purposefully 
collaborate in the operation of the 
‘family business.’

Ron Robinson
Nelson 

Too late for sorry
This story comes a little late for 

Pink Shirt Day, but it is actually about 
50 years too late. My name is Tom 
Hughes, a former resident of Hills. I 
live in Vavenby now. I grew up and 
went to high school in Castlegar in 
the 1950s and 60s but this story is not 
about me. It’s all about a boy named 
Clifford Morrison.

Clifford lived a few blocks from 
our house. He was a slight boy with 
a crew cut, which was popular back 
then. He wore horn rimmed glasses 

and loved to read books. I don’t 
remember him having any friends.

Clifford was tormented form 
about grade 5, right up to junior high 
school. We all used to walk to school 
then, and over the years he was 
splashed and pushed into puddles, 
pushed into snowbanks, hit with 
snowballs, and had his face washed 
with snow.

At school, he was punched and 
kicked in the hallways. I once saw 
him stuffed butt first in a washroom 
garbage can. I didn’t even try to 
help him, and we all laughed and 
walked out.

I was in our grade 6 math class 
one day when the male teacher 
noticed Clifford reading a book 
instead of listening to the lesson. 
The teacher came up behind him 
and smashed a textbook down on his 
head! The class laughed.

Later on, at a different school, in 
grades 8 and 9, Clifford would get 
smashed into lockers and locked in 
lockers. Some of the girls had pencil 
cases with combination locks inside. 
They would run past him and hit him 
in the head. He was always being 
stabbed with pens and pencils.

I don’t know how he got the 
courage to go to school each day. 
Imagine being terrified and confused 
all the time. And lonely.

And through all those years, 
not I nor anyone else tried to stop 
the bullying. I still feel guilt and 
shame for not having the courage to 
stand up for someone who needed 
help. It shows how peer pressure 
can make kids do things they might 
not normally do. Or in my case, do 
nothing.

Tragically, Clifford and his 
family died in a car accident in grade 
9 or 10, I can’t remember.

Although I can’t apologize now, 
I hope this story will bring some 
awareness and discussion about 
bullying, and the effects it can have 
on everyone.

Tom Hughes
Vavenby

be restricted. What came out of the 
data and testimony was the vehicles 
themselves are not the problem. 
The operators involved in accidents 
are almost always violating basic 
safety principles, involve excessive 
speed, age of user, appropriate size 
machine, ignoring trail etiquette and 
signage.

Ride safe and always come home 
at the end of the day.

Jerry Van Immerzeel
Nakusp

Famine in a 
land of plenty

I was shocked to learn that 
horrendous famine had occurred in 
an African nation that exported food. 
The nation’s citizens had been forced 
off their farmland by agribiz and the 
water was owned by agribiz, as well. 
Globally, privatization of agricultural 
land and control of water resources 
are top priorities of the international 
corporate agenda. They who have 
control of water and food, profit.

Creston’s agricultural land and 
its water could be privatized. Under 
NAFTA, all waters (reservoirs) other 
than ‘natural waters’ qualify as a 
‘commodity.’ Creston has reservoirs 
on either side of its agricultural 
land; that dammed water could be 
designated for some ‘other’ use, 
if privately owned. Creston needs 
to decide whether local Canadian 

ownership of agricultural land is 
important to its food security, as 
once the land is owned by a foreign 
corporation, it can be traded in 
perpetuity. The locals will have 
no legal say over the crops grown, 
sprays or land usage, and can be 
sued by the Investor-State Dispute 
Settlement (ISDS) under NAFTA 
for protesting.

Canada’s bread basket is now 
privately owned by the ‘Global 
Grain Group,’ a joint venture 
between Bunge Canada and SALIC 
Canada—a subsidiary of the 
Saudi Agricultural and Livestock 
Investment Company. Thanks to the 
Harper Conservatives, Canada bid 
goodbye to Canadian food security. 
The Canadian Wheat Board is now 
G3 Limited.

By privatizing publicly owned 
BC Hydro, (this next Liberal term 
in office?), the water impounded 
behind the Site C Dam can be 
sold. The North American Water 
and Power Alliance (NAWAPA) is 
planning to bulk-ship water from 
Canada. Meeting in Washington DC 
2016-17, Trump, Trudeau, Chretien 
(federal Liberal), Mulroney (federal 
Conservative), and Liberal Chrystia 
Freeland, (Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, who has the authority to 
issue water export permits), are 
re-negotiating NAFTA, along with 

The right way
ATV users have been broadly 

painted as destroyers of the 
environment; it is largely not the 
case.  Most ATV users are active 
outdoor enthusiasts that spend 
thousands of dollars acquiring, 
maintaining and travelling with their 
equipment. The last thing they want 
to do is damage their equipment or 
the environment  through abuse.

You cannot legislate out bad 
judgment or attitude. It would 
be great if everyone would take 
available training, wear approved 
helmets, and proper clothing, not 
ride double on single seat quads, 
and allow those under 16 to ride 
appropriate size machines with adult 
supervision.

No drinking and driving also 
applies to off road vehicles. At the 
end of the day, whether at home or in 
camp, is an appropriate time to enjoy 
a cold beverage. A vast majority of 
accidents would be eliminated.

At a recent hearing hosted by 
Consumer Product Safety Council, 
it was revealed ATV accident rates 
are several times lower than many 
other common activities such 
as bicycling, swimming, skiing, 
snowboarding and school sports. The 
opponents of ATVs tried to make a 
case that the vehicles themselves are 
inherently dangerous and need to continued on page 5
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‘global water development partners.’ 
The University of Calgary School 
for Public Policy 2015 noted that the 
‘water-sharing plan’ could feed 158 
million acre-feet annually into the 
headwaters of the Colorado River, 
replenishing the Oglalla Aquifer 
as well as irrigating the Canadian 
prairies. Manitoba could sell 1% 
of its freshwater for $1.33 million 
to America. China, with 90% of its 
groundwater polluted, could use a 
Canadian tidewater port for bulk 
water – the pipelines are built. The 
Laird, Yukon, Fraser, Peace and 
Columbia Rivers were identified as 
possible bulk-water sources.

Unfortunately, climate change 
is accelerating and unpredictable. 
What is promised in a lucrative 
Canadian/ international trade deal 
could impoverish and endanger the 
local water sources, users and non-
agribiz farmers long-term. We need 
credible scientific studies ASAP on 

BC’s future 
– forward or 
backward?

The election results are not yet 
final, but there is a lot to learn from 
the process. Strong Liberal support 
in the past has weakened. Green 
support has expanded substantially. 
Not a lot of change with the 
NDP, but significant. Issues of 

less, is far cheaper and creates three 
times the number of jobs. If we were 
to need it, we could follow Alberta, 
which recently built a gas-fired plant 
for $1.4 billion, 1/6 of the cost of Site 
C at $10 billion.

Some of that extra $8.6 billion 
invested in essential infrastructure, 
education, research, and business 
incubation can become BC’s future, 
based upon intellectual property 
instead of environmentally damaging 
resource extraction. Governments 
don’t seem to realize this yet, but 
the voters have. And so have some 
of the unions, with Iron and Earth, 
and Working Forest already moving 
into leadership roles in renewable and 
sustainable energy systems.

Next? Stop wasting money on Site 
C. Re-direct it into an International 
Centre of Excellence for Low-Energy 
Buildings and Innovative Energy 
Development, a Centre for Advanced 
Concrete Structural Design, and 
a High-Latitude Agricultural 

the consequences of withdrawing 
such huge quantities of fresh water 
from the water tables, the fisheries, 
the migration routes, and the Arctic 
and Pacific oceans, before such 
actions are considered and taken.

Agribiz could soon control 
f o r m e r l y  C a n a d i a n - o w n e d 
agricultural land and water, just 
like in Africa. The famine in 
Africa doesn’t seem so unlikely an 
occurrence here in Canada anymore.

Susan Eyre
Yahk

housing affordability, infrastructure 
(hospitals, schools), climate change 
and fossil fuel use, First Nations 
rights, jobs and the economy were 
clearly answered by electors and the 
“new government”, whoever that 
turns out to be.

Implicit is the need to seek 
economic efficiency in BC’s 
spending. The provincial debt is 
high, and revenues are not what 
the Liberals had hoped. The LNG 
dream has not materialized, and is 
highly unlikely to. Oil prices are 
lacklustre, forest revenues have 
dropped and mill closures continue, 
amd mining revenues are suffering. 
The period of resource extraction 
has probably peaked and BC needs a 
new future. We simply cannot afford 
to waste money on luxury projects 
or unnecessary projects, like BC 
Hydro’s Site C dam and power plant. 
First, we do not need the power, and 
will not 10 years from now if it is 
completed. Conservation, wasting 

Research facility, jointly located at 
the ‘temporary workers camp,’ the 
$470 million luxury lodge for Site C 
workers.  Save and develop the Peace 
River Valley’s unique agricultural 
potential; don’t flood and destroy it.

Move further from antiquated 
resource extraction into climate 
imperative sustainability frameworks. 
Reduce fossil fuel use individually 
and collectively – do not permit new 
fossil fuel infrastructure projects, 
reduce or stop fracking, no subsidies 
for LNG or other extraction industries, 
ensure meaningful engagement and 
approval by First Nations, build the 
needed hospitals and schools across 
BC, public housing and public transit, 
create long-term skilled jobs and a 
workforce by investing in education 
and research, TODAY! 

These are the imperatives, 
whether NDP, Liberal or Greens hold 
the power. Forward, not backward.

Roger Bryenton
Vancouver

by Art Joyce
New Denver photographer Carla 

Nemiroff has had three photographs 
selected to appear in an exhibition at the 
Canadian Museum for Human Rights in 
Winnipeg. Nemiroff’s images are among 
70 that will appear, culled from nearly 
1,000 submissions, in a new Canada 150 
exhibition titled Points of View, showing 
from June 23, 2017 to February 4, 
2018. The jury will also choose the best 
submissions of four themed categories, 
best image by a youth, and best overall 
photograph – to be announced on June 
22. 

The four themes are reconciliation, 
inclusion and diversity, human rights 
and the environment, and freedom of 
expression. Nemiroff submitted to all 
categories, initially having 18 of her 
photos shown on the museum’s website. 

A career photographer and 
filmmaker before arriving in New 
Denver some two decades ago, she was 
born and raised in Montreal and lived 
there most of her life. She studied at the 
Concordia University fine arts program 
and exhibited photography in Montréal 
galleries. Her interest in social justice led 
her to document campaigns and protest 
marches for social housing, aboriginal 
rights, and other key issues. 

Her photos for the exhibition 
were all taken on negative film, so the 
negatives had to be converted into high-
resolution digital scans. “They do the 
printing and the mounting and framing 
so that’s why I really want to go see the 
exhibition, because it’s a chance to see it 
in a high-quality gallery setting.” 

One of the photos is of a Mohawk 
(Kanien’kéha:ka) protest march taken 
during the Oka crisis just after the court’s 
acquittal of aboriginal blockaders, 
showing elders Walter David Sr. and Bob 
Skidders carrying the flag of the Iroquois 
Six Nations Confederacy. When the local 
golf club announced plans for expansion 
that would involve paving over a tribal 
burial ground, the Mohawks set up a 

New Denver photographer selected in Human Rights Museum exhibit
small blockade in traditional territory 
that included a pine forest. On July 11, 
1990 the Quebec provincial police went 
in with heavy-duty riot gear to remove 
the blockaders. Tear gas and flash bang 
grenades were fired at them but the wind 
blew smoke back against police lines. 
Sûreté du Québec Corporal Marcel 
Lemay was killed in a firefight. Later in 
August, 71-year-old Mohawk elder Joe 
Armstrong was fatally wounded by a 
rock thrown during an anti-Mohawk riot 
near the reserve of Kanahwake south of 
Montreal. The standoff, which lasted a 
total of 78 days, also resulted in military 
intervention. 

“I attended the inquest and there 
was a lot of ballistics evidence showing 
that the bullet that killed the policeman 
may actually have come from the police 
themselves,” Nemiroff recalls. “It could 
never be proven it was the Mohawks that 
killed him. They saved the pines, they 
saved the cemetery, the golf course did 
not expand, and they all got off.” 

Another of her photos in the 
exhibition is of Montréal citizens 
demanding affordable housing in a 1986 
protest march. The city was beginning 
to experience a wave of gentrification 
as older buildings were purchased for 
renovation or demolition to make way 
for more upscale properties. A campaign 
of neighbourhood groups was organized 
that included painting a mural on a 
building on St. Lawrence Street, which 
Nemiroff filmed. In her photo, a woman 
holds a placard that reads (in French): 
“Montréal is ashamed of its poor, they 
chase them out.” It was the leading edge 
of the real estate bubble and housing 
crisis that has grown to crisis proportions 
across the country.

“There were people being dragged 
out of their homes,” she recalls. 
“Hundreds of thousands of people in 
the central city are renters, and rent there 
was always cheap.”

Nemiroff says the early action 
of well-organized and well-informed 

citizens’ groups has led to many housing 
cooperatives in the city. Although 
rents there have increased since 
the ’80s, Montreal today remains a 
more affordable city than Toronto or 
Vancouver. 

Nemiroff’s third exhibition photo 
was taken during the historic Seattle 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
demonstrations in 1999 that brought 
60,000 protestors to the city. The image 
shows two topless women demonstrators 
protesting against the use of BGH 
(bovine growth hormone) in cattle. 
Social justice groups formed a coalition 

to host a counter-conference to the 
one being held by WTO delegates. 
Nemiroff travelled to Seattle with some 
others from Nelson to volunteer in the 
movement’s media centre documenting 
the protest marches in photos and radio 
broadcasts. 

“It was interesting because in 1999 
technology was just coming online to 
allow you to live stream onto the Internet. 
Even the mayor welcomed us, it was a 
well organized, legal protest.” 

But when nonviolent protestors 
blocked the entrance to the WTO 
conference, things got ugly, with police 

using pepper spray, tear gas and rubber 
bullets. Her radio documentary was later 
broadcast on Kootenay Co-op Radio.

“Why did I pick those photos? Well, 
they fit the theme, and I had prints of 
them,” she laughs, “because you don’t 
always print all your negatives. I have 
30 years of being involved in these social 
issues, so I have a perspective to offer on 
them. These pictures are old but there’s 
a continuity to today – native struggle, 
BGH, housing – they’re still relevant.” 

People can vote for their favourite 
photos on the site: https://photo.
humanrights.ca/photocontest/latest/

This photo, depicting an affordable housing demonstration in Montreal in the 1980s, is one of three photos by New Denver photographer Carla Nemiroff 
selected for the Canada 150 exhibition, ‘Points of View,’ at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights in Winnipeg June 23, 2017 to February 4, 2018.

Mohawk Elders lead a march through Oka Quebec a year after the “Oka Crisis.”
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business!
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Expect Pedestrians
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Support the Valley 
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Only $10-$30 
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Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Blaze King Wood 
Stoves & Valley 
Comfort Wood 

Furnaces 
BEST STOVES ON 

THE MARKET
RDCK grants available 

SALES, INSTALLATIONS, 
INSPECTIONS BY AWARD-

WINNING BUSINESS 
K.F. Kootenay Furnace Ltd.
Doug Burton • 250-355-0088

“WETT” CERTIFIED MASTER TECHNICIAN

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• The Village will challenge the 

2016 Slocan census count, which 
missed 90 people— 25% of the 
Village’s residents. The census stated 
that over the last five years, Slocan’s 
population decreased from 296 down 
to 272. The Village will use info from 
the jurisdiction tax roll to prove that 
Slocan’s population has increased 
to 362. Getting the record corrected 
is important, not just for municipal 
planning but also for funding. The 
amounts for two grants – the BC 
Small Communities Grant and the 
Federal Gas Tax Fund – are based on 
a formula that factors in population 
size. Mayor Lunn said the demand 
for rental housing, real estate sales, 
enrolment at WE Graham, new 
construction, and business activity 
have all increased.

Slocan council, May 1 and May 8: Census population figures will be challenged
• Mayor Lunn reported that 

there will be lower bus fares, day 
passes, and an additional run in 
the fall. Council and the public 
expressed frustration with the new 
bus schedule. Joyce Johnson said 
the bus to Trail leaves the junction 
10 minutes before the bus from 
Slocan arrives at the junction. The 
CAO said Village transit shelters now 
have schedule holders, and bus stop 
signs will be erected this year at the 
additional stops in the Village.

• Council directed staff to 
contact Solar Now about the offer of 
partnership funding for solar projects. 
Solar Now is a project of Clean 
Energy Canada at Simon Fraser 
University’s Centre for Dialogue. 
Solar Now will contribute $25,000 
towards solar photovoltaic energy 
systems on one or more public 
buildings in Slocan if the Village 
matches or exceeds the contribution. 
Staff suggested the Legion Hall roof 
as a good site, and public participants 
added the Wellness Centre and 
the planned seniors’ housing as 
candidates. Lily Yumagulova called 
Solar Now’s offer an “extremely 
exciting opportunity… emblematic 
of the era we’re moving into.

• Desiree Profili, the new 
Community Paramedic based in 
Winlaw, spoke to council about BC 
Emergency Health Service’s new 
program (a partnership between the 
BCEHS, the Ministry of Health, 
the Regional Health Authority, the 
Ambulance Paramedics of BC, and 
the First Nations Health Authority) 
to provide rural  and remote 
communities with better access to 
community health services while also 
providing emergency paramedicine. 
Profili will work as part of team of 
health providers, to “bridge the gap” 
where health services are missing 
or distant. When she isn’t needed 
for emergencies, she will make 
home visits. Wound care, post-
hospital care, monthly vital signs, 
and helping patients manage their 
medical conditions are some of the 
treatments she can provide. Anyone 
needing her services can get a referral 
from the nurse practitioner, a doctor, 
or other health care provider. 

• Andrea Wilkey of Community 
Futures (CF) addressed council 

to explain how the organization 
supports businesses, non-profits, and 
communities in Central Kootenay. 
Funded by the federal and provincial 
governments, the Columbia Basin 
Trust, and other regional funders, 
Community Futures provides loans, 
advice, and workshops to businesses 
and non-profits. A pilot program helps 
businesses export their products. CF 
helps EI recipients to become self-
employed. CF also builds economic 
development partnerships, leverages 
economic development funds, and 
identifies and implements projects 
to strengthen the local economy. 
CF hopes to “spark some ideas for 
collaboration,” Wilkey said.

• Trish Dehnel, Senior Energy 
Specialist for the RDCK, spoke 
about the “really exciting news” of 
her one-year Fortis-funded position 
“to move energy management 
forward.” Dehnel will focus on low 
carbon energy initiatives and energy 
efficiency/ conservation solutions: 
LED streetlight conversions, the 
Electric Vehicle strategy, corporate 
buildings and the GHG reduction 
plan, the upcoming pre-building 
sustainability checklist, renovations 
to meet EnerGuide requirements for 
an upcoming ‘Energy and Retrofit’ 
campaign, and a review of the 
Step Code. She will look into the 
possibility of getting renewable 

natural gas from RDCK landfills. 
• In her mayor’s report, Lunn 

spoke about a workshop she attended 
at the AKBLG conference in April on 
the transfer to renewable energy by 
2050. Lunn said that Slocan could 
become a leader in this field and 
suggested the Village work towards 
having net-zero emission buildings. 
Lunn also expressed her appreciation 
for Lt. Governor Judith Guichon’s 
visit to WE Graham School. Council 
directed staff to write a thank you to 
Guichon.

• The final report on the Economic 
Development Strategy was received 
from the consultants. The report is 
available online and at the Village 
office. A grant application will be 
submitted under the provincial Rural 
Dividend program for funding to 
implement the plan.

• During public participation, 
Joyce Johnson reported that Selkirk 
College Archives has donated a 
number of original documents to the 
Slocan Valley Historical Society, 
including Slocan council minutes 
dating as far back as 1903, the 
Brandon School Visitors Book, a 
diary about local law enforcement 
in 1904, and tax documents.

• Also during public participation, 
Lily Yumagulova took aim at “major 
flaws” in the studies for the proposed 
microhydo project. Mayor Lunn said 

she would meet with Yumagulova 
the next week. After the Council 
Meeting, Lunn said she looked 
“forward to meeting with Lily… to 
hearing her thoughts and any ideas 
that she has to contribute.” She said 
she plans “to discuss the history of 
the project, the in-depth processes… 
undertaken as part  of our… 
permit application… (including 
environmental assessments and First 
Nations consultation), as well as…. 
independent reviews by third party 
engineers and professionals with 
experience in developing community 
renewable energy projects. We are 
committed to ensuring that this is the 
best project that it can be.”

• Council agreed to rezone 
three lots on the outskirts of the 
commercial district on Harold Street 
from commercial to residential. Staff 
was directed to prepare amendments 
to the OCP and Zoning Bylaws. 

• The Five Year Financial Plan 
Bylaw and the Tax Rate Bylaw were 
both adopted. The Springer Creek 
RV Park & Campground Policy 
was amended to include recent 
improvements to and expansion of 
the campground, a new requirement 
for pre-paid security and damage 
deposits for full campground rentals, 
and a new section with a pet policy. 
Campers will now be required to put 
temporary dog tags on their dogs.

by Jan McMurray
• The roughly $250,000 Silverton 

Gallery renovation project is moving 
forward. Staff will apply for a 
$100,000 grant under the Columbia 
Basin Trust Built Heritage program. 
The Village has $100,000 budgeted 
for the project, and a $47,250 grant 
from the Province’s Rural Dividend 
program has been approved and is to 
be spent by the end of this year. The 
goal of the project is to re-open the 
building to the public, and involves 
new exit stairs, mechanical room 
fire separation with a new furnace, 
floor to floor fire separations, roof 
structure fire resistance, and a 
sprinkler system.

• The Silverton Community Club 
is partnering with the Village to do 
some recreation facility upgrades. 
The curling rink and campground 
washroom roofs will be extended 
to create covered areas, and a new 
concrete flagpole structure will be 
built at Dewis Park. The Silverton 
Community Club will provide the 
funding for the project materials 
($7,500) and Village public works 
staff will do the work.

• Council voted to support 
the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Partnership Project, 
and a funding application under 

the Rural Dividend program to 
begin implementation of the 
economic development plan. The 
‘Economic Development Strategy 
and Implementation Plan,’ the third 
and final report from the consultants, 
was received.

• Hakai Energy Solutions will 
be hired to do a solar PV feasibility 
study for all municipal buildings. 
Staff will apply for approximately 
$9,500 under the Green Municipal 
Funds program to pay for the study. 
Energy Canada and the Community 
Energy Association have introduced a 
program called Solar Now, providing 
up to $25,000 in matching funding to 
municipalities for solar PV projects. 
The feasibility study would assist the 
Village in making application to the 
Solar Now program.

• Council received a letter from 
Tim and Maribel McCrory regarding 
yard waste dumped at the top of 
Silver Street, which borders their 
property. They asked the Village to 
clean up the area, and to post ‘No 
Dumping’ signs. As this property is 
not within the Village, council asked 
staff to contact the RDCK and Area 
H Director Walter Popoff to look into 
this further.

• Mayor Clarke was elected to the 
board of the Association of Kootenay 
Boundary Local Governments at the 
organization’s AGM in late April.

•  The CAO reported that 
the municipal campground was 
opened on May 1. The water capital 
project tender is expected to be 
awarded around the end of May. 
The new playground equipment 
is scheduled to be installed May 
15-19. Beautification, concrete 
sidewalk maintenance, and some 

improvements to lake access are 
planned for spring and summer.

• The Tax Levy Bylaw was given 
three readings. On the municipal 
portion of taxes, the residential rate 
is 3.0880, and the business rate is 
6.2069. For the Regional District 
portion, the residential rate is 1.0525 
and the business rate is 2.5786. 
For the West Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital District portion, 
the residential rate is .2893 and the 
business rate is .7088.

• Council’s decisions on the CBT 
Community Initiatives grants were 
as follows: FibreFeelia Committee 
($2,499), Harvest Share ($1,999), 
Healthy Community Society of 
the North Slocan Valley ($5,400), 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital Health Foundation ($500), 
Kootenay Sufferfest Society 
($2,000), Kootenay Writers Society 
($100), New Denver and Area Youth 
Centre Society ($2,000), North 
Slocan Trails Society ($1,500), 
North Valley Mountain Film 
Festival ($2,000), PALS ($300), 
Rise above Pain Society ($1,000), 
Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative 
($2,000), Slocan Lake Early 
Learning society ($500), Slocan 
Lake Garden Society ($800), Slocan 
Lake Golf Club ($4,500), Slocan 
Lake Stewardship Society ($6,822), 
Stepping Stones for Success ($500), 
White Pines Aikido Association 
($500). The total amount available 
and provided was $34,420. The 
Village had $36,848 in requests. 
The Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society requested $7,000 and was 
given $6,822, and the Worldsign 
Communication Society requested 
$250 and was not awarded any funds.

Silverton council, May 9: Silverton Gallery renovation moving forward
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Beef
Bacon Wrapped Filet Mignon, New York Steak, Veal 
Cutlets, Breaded Veal Cutlets, Veal Cordon Bleu, 
Buffalo Burgers, Ultimate Beef Patty.
Pork
Pork Chops (Centre Cut), Danish Baby Back Ribs.
Chicken
Chicken Cordon Bleu, Souvlaki Chicken Kebabs, 
Chicken Burgers, Chicken Kiev, Chicken Florentine, 
Chicken Mexicana, Chicken Fingers, Chicken 
Breast (Boneless), Chicken Wings (Honey & Garlic 
or Hot & Spicy), Chicken Drumstix (Honey & Garlic).

Seafood
Clams, Oysters, Lobster Tail, Peeled & Deveined 
Jumbo Shrimp, Breaded Fantail Shrimp, Cooked 
Salad Shrimp, Raw Headless Prawns, King Crab 
Legs, Scallops.
Fish
North Atlantic Sole, North Atlantic Cod, Halibut 
Steak, Sockeye Fillets, Red Snapper, Stuffed Sole.
Party Favourites
Jalepeno Cheese Bites, Mozza Cheese Stix, Bacon 
Wrapped Oysters, Breaded Oysters, Breaded 
Scallops, Perogies, Breaded Calamari, Desserts.

30 Years in Business!!
jeffdavison55@gmail.com • 587-297-4214

Call or email - Jeff delivers to your door!

slocanlakess.com

RAIN NEEDS DUST
Water vapour collects in the atmosphere. 
Tiny dust, smoke or salt particles 
suspended in clouds act as sites (nuclei) 
on which this water vapour may condense 
or deposit as a water droplet or an ice 
crystal. Research suggests that sea salts 
and clay may make the best condensation 
nuclei.  Millions of droplets collide and join 
to produce a single raindrop.

by Jan McMurray
Many Argenta area residents 

came out to a meeting on May 4 
to learn about landslides – one of 
the many concerns they have about 
Cooper Creek Cedar’s plans to log 
the Argenta Face, the slope between 
Argenta and Johnson’s Landing.

Landslide experts David Polster 
and Peter Jordan were at the meeting. 
Polster made a presentation, which 
was followed by community 
discussion.

“One of the difficult things is 
you can’t say for sure that a landslide 
occurred because of logging,” 
Polster said. “However, we know 
more landslides happen following 
logging than in unlogged areas. 
And we know changes in hydrology 
and loss of root strength can cause 
landslides.”

When Jordan was in the 
forest service, he and some of his 
colleagues did a survey and found 
that the number of slides increased 
five to ten times in logged areas, and 
most were related to logging roads.

Polster explained that logging 
roads intercept near-surface 
groundwater and channelize it, 
moving it down directly into streams 
and rivers, causing floods. “The 
connection between harvesting and 
floods is pretty well established,” he 
said. “We know harvesting increases 
surface water hydrology. If you don’t 
have the root strength to hold the 
slopes together, they fall apart.”

Polster pointed out that the 

Glacier National Park landslide that 
often closes Highway 1 between 
Revelstoke and Golden has the same 
geology as the Johnson’s Landing 
slide. “With Johnson’s Landing on 
the south side and Glacier National 
Park on the north side, I wouldn’t go 
anywhere near that slope with any 
type of logging,” he said. 

Some people wanted to know 
if logging might help to fire-
proof the hillside and protect the 
communities. “The hillside from 
Argenta to Johnson’s Landing is 
covered in thick, over-mature forest. 
With climate change, we can easily 
get a hot, dry summer where that 
whole thing can go,” Rik Valentine 
pointed out.

Jordan replied that a mosaic of 
old roads and cutblocks helps make 
the forest fire-resistant and will 
slow down small forest fires, but 
extreme fires such as the Springer 
Creek fire of 2007 will rip through 
the forest regardless. “For the really 
big fire, nothing will help other than 
fireproofing your own property,” 
he said.

Gary  D ie r s  ag reed  tha t 
firesmarting homes makes a lot 
more sense than trying to firesmart 
the whole forest. He is part of a 
group that is putting together a park 
proposal for the Argenta Face, and 
urged the community to support it.

“There are two types of Crown 
land in this province: parks and 
industrial land. Which do we want?” 
he asked.

The park proposal is to extend 
the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy 
to include the Argenta-Johnson’s 
Landing Face. “It’s a no brainer. It’s 
surrounded on three sides by the 
Purcell Wilderness Conservancy. The 
federal government has committed to 
protecting 17% of the land base and 
we’re at 10-12% now, so they need 
proposals like this.”

Mary Davidson agreed that the 
community should “fight for” the 
park, “but the park is not going 
to happen in the next six months, 
and the logging will be coming 
in the next six months.” She said 
the opportunity before the public 
right now is the comment period 
for Cooper Creek Cedar’s Forest 
Stewardship Plan (FSP). “We have 
30 days… we have to do it now,” she 
said. “It’s our job as members of the 
public to look at the document and 
submit our comments. If we don’t 
shoulder that responsibility, nothing 
will change.”

Davidson explained that the 
language in FSPs is so obscure 
that they are incomprehensible and 
worse, unenforceable. She urged 
community members to submit their 
comments by the June 19 deadline, 
“even if your only comment is ‘I can’t 
understand this.’” She suggested that 
people go to the Forest Practices 
Board website and find the report 
called ‘Forest Stewardship Plans: 
Are they Meeting Expectations?’ to 
learn more about the shortcomings 
of FSPs and use this information in 
their comments. She also suggested 
contacting qualified professionals 
and asking for their help.

Jordan l is ted off  several 
questions that members of the public 
could ask Cooper Creek Cedar in 
their submissions: Why isn’t slope 
stability mentioned in the FSP? What 
are you going to do about the springs 
and karst? What are you going to do 
about rehabilitation? What are you 

going to do about the slides and roads 
Meadow Creek Cedar left behind? 
Does Cooper Creek Cedar have 
an obligation to clean up Meadow 
Creek Cedar’s mess? Why does the 
FSP have no useful information? 
Why is it full of obscure language?

Jordan, who worked in the forest 
service for 25 years, agreed that 
Forest Stewardship Plans “contain 
almost no information.” Since the 
Forest Practices Code was repealed 
in 2004, there is very little left in the 
way of checks and balances, he said. 
Under the Forest Practices Code, 
every individual cutting permit was 
available for review by the public 
and the permit had to be approved 
by the District Manager.

Area D Director Aimee Watson 
reports that in her submission to 
Cooper Creek Cedar, she will ask 

that the community be consulted 
during the operational planning, 
which will include site specific roads 
and cutblocks.

See the Porcupine Wood 
Products/ Cooper Creek Cedar ad 
on this page for the call for public 
comments and the link to the FSP.

Landslide experts join community discussion on Argenta Face logging proposal

submitted
A major section of the Galena 

Trail will continue to be closed, 
likely until early June, because of a 
landslide that occurred 2.3 km east of 
the trailhead in New Denver.

The landslide, which occurred 
in late March or early April, is 
approximately 15m wide and 30m 
long. The RDCK, which manages 
the trail, hired a geotechnical expert 
to determine whether it is feasible 
and safe for a maintenance crew 
to clear the landslide debris from 
the trail. 

A field inspection was conducted 
on May 1 by the geotechs and 
RDCK trail maintenance staff. Their 
report concluded that this spring’s 
“unusually high input of rainfall 
and snowmelt almost certainly led 
to higher than normal groundwater 
levels in the unstable slope, which 
caused the recent failure.” It cited 
Environment Canada data for New 
Denver showing March precipitation 
was 162 mm, 2.5 times normal. 
Snow on the ground at the beginning 
of March was recorded at 33 cm, also 
2.5 times normal.

Monitoring by the local trail 
crew indicates that it is not presently 
moving, and it is likely to stabilize 
with spring drying, said the report. 
With unusually rainy weather, it 
could begin to move again, but 
“movement is likely to be slow, 
based on the apparent recent and past 

pattern of movement on this slope 
and on nearby slopes.”

The report  recommended 
that a temporary trail be built this 
spring across the slide debris about 
three metres above the rail grade, 
leaving landslide debris in place. 
It also recommended continuing 
monitoring, and considering 
construction of a new permanent 
section of trail in the summer of 
2018. 

Cary Gaynor,  the RDCK 
Regiona l  Parks  Opera t ions 
Supervisor who organized the 
investigation into the slide, has 
indicated that two additional RDCK 
summer employees will assist the 
local crew starting May 23 to get 
the trail open for summer users. 
They will also look at other locations 
further up the trail where very 
saturated ground and slide areas 
above the trail have changed historic 
water flows. 

Meanwhile, the trail is open from 
Rosebery to New Denver and from 
Three Forks to the cable car over 
Carpenter Creek. The cable car will 
remain out of operation while the 
trail work is underway. 

Slide closes Galena Trail 
section until June
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

The Village of Nakusp has a job opportunity for a Hot Springs Operator for casual work at 
the Nakusp Hot Springs. Primary duties include pool, building, and grounds maintenance 
activities for the Hot Springs, Chalets, and Campground. Superior customer service 
skills are essential for this position as the incumbent will be welcoming Customers and 
processing admissions and reservations. Other duties include concession operation and 
maintaining facility hygiene and cleanliness standards.

Minimum requirements are a High School Diploma, a Class 5 Drivers license, and a 
dependable vehicle. A Pool Operator 1 certification is desirable, however the Village will 
provide training if the successful applicant does not possess the certification.
Please forward your resume to the Village of Nakusp – Box 280, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0. 
E-mail cjones@nakusp.com. This position will remain open until filled. Further information 
is available through the Village Office.

The Village thanks all who apply, however only those chosen for interviews will be 
contacted.

VILLAGE OF NAKUSP
JOB POSTING

HOT SPRINGS OPERATOR

NAKUSP 
FARMERS MARKET

Every Saturday from May 20 – Thanksgiving
5th Ave South of Broadway 

Under The Trees • 9 am - 1 pm
Info: manager.nfm@hotmail.com

Karen 250-269-7580

submitted
The Nakusp Hospice Society 

is dedicated to ensuring that the 
last stages of life are comfortable 
and peaceful. Nakusp Hospice 
volunteers work closely with the 
dying, their family members, 
friends, community volunteers, 
physicians, nurses and other health 
care professionals to help clients live 
the remainder of their lives in dignity 
and comfort. 

This compassionate palliative 
care offered by a team of dedicated 
volunteers is provided free of charge 
to anyone who wants the service.

Society coordinator Cindy 
Geeraert has an office in Minto 
House. She is also an LPN in the 
facility so she works closely with 
residents and staff. This has helped 
to give the society more exposure in 
the community. 

The coordinator and 16 trained 
volunteers are supported by an 
executive board of 10 volunteers. 
The board is responsible for the 
society’s administration and for 

Hospice Palliative Care Month: a look at the Nakusp society
insuring that Provincial and Hospice 
Society guidelines are followed. 

The society is extremely 
fortunate to be supported by so 
many individuals and groups in 
the community. Each one plays an 
integral part in the success of all 
those involved in providing Hospice 
services to the community.

A r r o w  L a k e s  H o s p i t a l 
Administration: for office space 
and group meeting facilities.

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
20: for continuing to donate the 
proceeds of meat draws and a 
drop-in bingo. These funds assist in 
maintaining the Garden of Serenity 
and the patient room at Minto 
House and help offset costs incurred 
in sending the coordinator and 
volunteers to workshops out of town.

Hub International Barton 
Insurance: for providing space for 
the memorial tree each December 
and accepting donations for the 
Society. 

Overwaitea Foods: for donating 
grocery items for the bingo 
concession.

The society has purchased books 
which are available from the Nakusp 
Public Library. Please visit the 
website at www.nakusphospice.
wordpress.com to read a book 
review, and for more information 
about Hospice. If you wish to 
participate either as a volunteer or 
board member, or if you would like 
more information about the services 
provided by Hospice, please contact 
either Cindy Geeraert or Lee-Anne 
Marshall. 

If you would like to make a 
donation in memory of someone 
who has passed away, there are 

envelopes available through Hub 
International Barton Insurance, 
Cindy or treasurer Caroline Huyter.

• In an effort to support those who 
have lost someone, the society plans 
to host a Bereavement Journalling 

workshop in the fall. Please check 
the website for further information 
and updates.

• Just a reminder that Hospice 
is hosting the meat draws at the 
Legion, every Saturday during May. 

Also, look for members wearing 
‘Hike for Hospice’ T-shirts on 
Saturday May 27, walking along 
main street to raise awareness. Stop 
by the Treasure Trove if you would 
like to pick up a brochure. 

by Jan McMurray
Since the highway washed out 

north of Winlaw on April 17, two 
slides have come down at the same 
site.

A Winlaw area resident reports 
that she was travelling north to 
Slocan around noon on May 9 when 
she was stopped and told that the 
highway was closed due to a slide. 
Traffic was detouring around the 
problem spot by taking the back road 
from Winlaw to the Threads Guild. 
Later that day, the highway was open 
to one-lane traffic.

Two days later, on May 11, she 
was driving to the Threads Guild 
and was told that the slope had slid a 
second time. However, the road was 
open to one-lane traffic.

“I have lived here for 47 years. 
Neighbours who have lived next to 
this mountain will tell you that this 
area seeps water all year round,” 
she said.

The area is known as ‘Claybrick.’ 
On May 9, the day of the first slide, 
the Winlaw area resident parked and 
walked to the slide. She said water 
was still seeping through the blue 
clay that had settled at the bottom 
of the slide.

A Ministry of Transportation 
spokesperson reported that crews 

This slide closed Hwy 6 at ‘Claybrick,’ two kilometres north of Winlaw, on May 9. Traffic has 
been interrupted at this site since April 17, when the road washed out. A local area resident 

reports that the slope slid on May 9 and then again on May 11. 

Slides affect Hwy 6 north of Winlaw
have been actively working on 
the road since May 1, cutting back 
the uphill slope and improving 
drainage at the site. She said 
the highway would be filled in 
with road fill and then paved this 
summer. She wasn’t able to provide 
anymore information, as public 
communication with the ministry is 
limited during the election period, 
which won’t be over until around 
the end of May. The ministry 

website states that government is 
“observing Elections BC rules by 
restricting public communication to 
items which are statutory in nature, 
necessary for health and safety, 
or related to services that remain 
available to the public during the 
writ period.”

Information on emergency 
events and flood advisories are 
posted on the ministry’s website at 
www.tranbc.ca.

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s Saturday Outdoor 

Market starts this Saturday, May 
20, and it’s bigger this year. There 
will be vendors on both sides of 
Broadway, on 5th Avenue.

“We’re expanding to make room 
for more vendors,” says Market 
Coordinator Karen Gingras. “We’re 
hoping to have 50 by the end of the 
season.” Before the expansion, the 
market was able to accommodate 
24 vendors.

There will be two new booths 

Nakusp Saturday Outdoor Market expands
right away – Bella Stella Cheese 
from Lumby and Nuts for You 
Granola from Slocan have recently 
signed up.

Vendors pay a $10 membership 
fee and a $10 fee for the booth every 
time they show up. Young vendors 
(25 and under) get their booth for $5 
a week, and new vendors get their 
first two weeks for free.

“We want to make it easy for 
people to try it out and see how they 
like it,” says Gingras.

A sitting area is being planned 

for this year so that customers can 
relax and enjoy a snack or just take 
a rest.

The market also offers a 
fundraising opportunity for 
community groups. The Overwaitea 
barbecue is available for groups 
who would like to serve up hotdogs, 
hamburgers, and other barbecued 
treats during this busy time on 
Nakusp’s main street.

Contact Karen about all things 
Nakusp Saturday Outdoor Market: 
778-206-0487.

submitted
More than 170,000 elementary 

and high school students participated 
in the Student Vote program for the 
2017 British Columbia provincial 
election.

After learning about the electoral 
process, researching the parties and 
platforms, and debating the future 
of British Columbia, students cast 
ballots for the official candidates 
running in their local electoral 
district.

In total, 170,238 ballots were 
cast in 1,092 schools by student 

NDP win majority government in province-wide Student Vote
participants; 163,923 were valid 
votes and 6,315 were rejected.

Students elected John Horgan 
and the BC NDP to form government 
with 60 out of 87 seats and 39.0 per 
cent of the vote. Horgan won in his 
electoral district of Langford—Juan 
de Fuca with 55.7 per cent of the 
vote.

Andrew Weaver and the BC 
Greens took 14 seats and will form 
the official opposition, receiving 28.5 
per cent of the popular vote. Weaver 
won in his electoral district of Oak 
Bay—Gordon Head with 48.9 per 
cent of the vote.

Christy Clark and the BC Liberals 
won 12 seats and received 25.4 per 
cent of the vote. Clark was defeated 
in her district of Kelowna West by 
NDP candidate Shelley Cook; Clark 
received 32.1 per cent of votes cast, 

compared to Cook’s 35.8 per cent.
Students also elected independent 

candidate Nicholas Wong in Delta 
South. Wong defeated Liberal 
candidate Ian Paton by 10 votes.

This is the fourth provincial-
level Student Vote project conducted 
in British Columbia. In the 2013 
provincial election, 101,627 students 
participated from 766 schools.

Student Vote is the flagship 
program of CIVIX, Canada’s 
leading civic education charity. 
CIVIX provides authentic learning 
opportunit ies  to help young 
Canadians practice their rights 
and responsibilities as citizens 
and connect with their democratic 
institutions. CIVIX programming 
focuses on the themes of elections, 
government budgets and elected 
representatives.

Support the Valley Voice with a 
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Are you looking for 

COMMERCIAL SPACE 
on 

NEW DENVER’S MAIN STREET?

Call or email Patrick: 
theeldorado.newdenver@gmail.com 

604-790-3080

Hike for Hospice!
Sunday, May 21 
Bring your family and 

friends, take in the 
spring flowers, walk in 
memory of a loved one.
Registration begins at 11 am 

at the Centennial Park 
Gazebo in New Denver

Well marked trail or circuit 
route in the park – about 3.5 km

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

by Art Joyce
The Carpenter Creek Last 

Wishes Society met for its AGM 
the evening of May 11, featuring 
a presentation by Dr. Charles 
Burkholder about the new assisted 
dying legislation. Dr. Burkholder 
has been a physician in New Denver 
since 1994 and provided a thorough 
overview of the topic.

Until 1972 in Canada, suicide 
was a felony and anyone assisting 
one could be charged with homicide. 
Although removed from the Criminal 
Code then, it remained illegal. 

In 1993, Sue Rodriguez, a 
terminally ill BC woman with 
ALS, took her case all the way to 
the Supreme Court, fighting for the 
right to terminate her suffering. The 
court denied her request. 

Little changed until 2011, when 
the BC Civil Liberties Association 
(BCCLA) took up the issue again 
on behalf of Kay Carter and Gloria 
Taylor. In February 2015, the 
Supreme Court of Canada decided 
unanimously in favour of BCCLA’s 
petition to change the law to allow 
assisted dying. Sadly, Taylor 
succumbed to her ALS before the 
case was decided. 

The federal government was 
given a one-year interim period 
to draft legislation, during which 
terminal patients were assessed 
on a case-by-case basis. The law 
officially came into effect in June 
2016 with the passage of Bill C-14, 
allowing assisted suicide under 
carefully prescribed conditions. 

The  medica l  p ro fess ion 
struggled with this, Dr. Burkholder 
said, feeling that part of this initiative 
has arisen from the lack of resources 
allocated to palliative care. It is not 
designed to replace palliative care 
programs. 

Under the new legislation, 
people seeking assisted suicide, 
or Medical Assistance in Dying 
(MAiD) must be at least 18 years 
of age and capable of making 
decisions regarding their health. 
The decision must not have been 
made due to external pressure. 
There must be a “grievous and 
irremediable medical condition” 
in the opinion of two independent 
medical assessors besides the 
family physician. Allowing for the 
fact that this may be difficult in 
remote communities such as ours, 
assessments via teleconference 

at Interior Health facilities are 
acceptable. Both medical assessors 
must agree that the patient meets 
the criteria for MAiD. The person 
must also have been informed of all 
other means of treatment to relieve 
their suffering. 

Dr.  Burkholder  sa id  the 
term “grievous and irremediable 
condition” was initially vague 
and required clarification, since 
prognostication is a difficult art 
and often very imprecise. The 
Department of Justice has a glossary 
posted online to explain terms. 
A person must have “a serious 
and incurable illness, disease or 
disability and be in an advanced state 
of irreversible decline.” Another 
criteria is that the person’s natural 
death has become “reasonably 
foreseeable” without a prognosis 
necessarily having been made as to 
the specific length of time they have 
remaining. 

According to the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, patients 
have the right to make decisions 
about their bodily integrity and to 
have access to accurate, unbiased 
information about relevant issues 
and treatments. Physicians have an 

Local presentation explains new assisted dying legislation
obligation to inform patients of all 
their options and not to abandon 
the patient even if their personal 
beliefs do not support assisted dying. 
Doctors and other health workers 
have the same rights as patients and 
so can refuse to work with such a 
patient, but must refer them to other 
medical staff for assistance. Doctors 
should not discuss in detail their 
own personal beliefs nor pressure 
patients to disclose or justify their 
own beliefs.

Patients must be the ones to 
initiate the MAiD process. Once 
the patient has made it clear they 
understand their prognosis and 
options, they must submit a MAiD 
form. The patient has the option of 
either self-medicating or having a 
physician administer the euthanizing 
medication. The form requires two 
witnesses known to the person, both 
of legal age and neither of them 
a beneficiary in the patient’s will. 
The patient must maintain mental 
capacity for MAiD to proceed at all 
times; it can’t be offered to those 
who are unable to give their consent. 
If the disease causes a breakdown of 
mental competence, a psychologist 
or occupational therapist can be 
brought in to verify that consent is 
still given. A person has the right to 
change their mind at any time. 

There are three areas where 
MAiD is not available: to minors, 
those whose sole illness is a 
mental health condition, or those 
wishing to receive it as part of an 
Advance Directive such as a living 
will. “That’s probably the most 
controversial aspect of the new 
law,” said Dr. Burkholder. The 
government is currently reviewing 
these provisions with a report and 
recommendations due out in 2018. 
The Advance Directive clause is the 
one seen as the most likely one to 
change if changes are recommended. 

The primary oversight is through 
the office of the coroner, who must 
be notified promptly of any MAiD 
case. Vital Statistics must know that 
a death was via MAiD and if it takes 
place in a health facility, they must 
also be included in the process. Your 
life insurance company must be 
notified to ensure their policy allows 
payment in MAiD cases. “It is a lot 
of paperwork and it takes a lot of 
time,” said Dr. Burkholder. 

More information is available 
through any Interior Health facility, 
your doctor, or online; Google 
‘medical assistance in dying in 
Canada.’

submitted
Every year Whole School 

students volunteer their time and 
energy towards a specific social 
issue. This year the students voted 
to raise money for the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society’s Western Toad 
project, as the project that was most 
important to them.

The toads are an endangered and 
local species. Their status as an at-
risk species inspired the students to 
take action, have an impact and raise 
awareness about this issue. Over 
the next few weeks they will create 
toad-themed art and bake goodies to 
sell on Wednesday, May 31 between 
1 and 3 pm at the school, 5614 
Highway 6 in Winlaw. If you want 
to get involved with their fundraising 
initiative come out and buy some art 
and desserts.

“People around here seem to 
take the western toad for granted and 
the only reason they are endangered 
is because of human activity – roads 

Whole School fundraising for Western Toad project
and logging through their habitat,” 
explained a Grade 7 student. “Even 
squishing a few toads can have a 
big impact on the next generation 
because the mother toad can have 
thousands of eggs.”

T h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d 
sustainability have been significant 
themes for the students throughout 
this school year. Students have been 
involved with the Bee Awareness 
observation ‘hives in-schools’ pilot 
program, building their Whole 
School permaculture garden, 
studying bird habitat and migration, 
and picking up garbage as stewards 
of the Slocan Rail Trail.

“There was so much garbage 
on the rail trail that the students 
were a bit shocked. They realized 
how much they need to protect 
our beautiful world,” said Anniah 
Lang, principal and teacher. “They 
collected two big bags of garbage 
this spring and quite a bit of metal 
and scrap too.”

The generosity project is part of 
the students’ discovery of The Circle 
of Courage – one of the primary 
learning and integration tools in 
The Whole School’s curriculum. 
It is a model of positive youth 
development based on the medicine 
wheel and the principle that to be 
emotionally healthy all youth need 
a sense of belonging, mastery, 
independence, and generosity. 
Their yearly project gives them the 
chance to showcase an issue that is 
meaningful to them and within a 
large community context.

The school strives to create a 
nurturing and safe environment and 
has chosen to block all WiFi and 
cordless phone signals at the school. 
The Whole School is now accepting 
applications for Kindergarten and 
elementary level students. Financial 
help is available.

For more information contact 
the school at wholeschool@gmail.
com or call 250-226-7737. 

submitted
Sixteen photographs of the 

Slocan Valley will be exhibited 
at an open house at the Slocan 
Community Library from 3 to 5 pm 
on Saturday June 3. Library board 
co-chair Barbara Mack says, “We’re 
really excited to show off our new 
artwork and we invite everyone to 
join us for the celebration.” 

The photographs were taken 
by nine Valley photographers: 
Becky Mayrhofer, Pat Morrison, 
Bill Hillary, Craig Lawrence, Joel 
Pelletier, Kaylee King, Pam Sims, 
Rod Currie, and Debbie Guerin. 
Pelletier and Sims each have two 
photos in the exhibit, Currie has six, 
and the others each have one. 

“ We  h o p e  m o s t  o f  t h e 
photographers will be in attendance,” 

Slocan Library hosts photo exhibition and open house 
says Mack. “Wouldn’t it be great to 
have the opportunity to discuss the 
photos, locales, and photographic 
techniques one-on-one with each 
photographer? We want to celebrate 
our photographers and the way 
they’ve been able to capture the 
beauty of our valley.”

Two for Tripping, guitarists 
Christine and Steve Baal, will play 
soft and harmonious background 
music. Delicious dainties baked by 
Library volunteers will be served. 

After the open house, six photos 
at a time will be displayed at the 
library in a revolving exhibit.

The Slocan Community Library 
is run totally by volunteers and 
funded by a generous community. 
For this project, the photographers 
donated the use of their images, 

Donna Gole and former chair Dick 
Kelly framed them, and Gole created 
a legend for the exhibit. For the 
party, the Baals will play free-of-
charge and library volunteers have 
donated their baking. Gole chaired 
the committee – Carol Hockley, 
Thomas Littley, and Dianne Smith 
– in charge of this project.

Rod Currie has six photos in the exhibit.
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Selkirk Paving is working in 
the area. Slocan, Silverton, 
New Denver and Nakusp.

For a free estimate
Call 1-800-668-2848

Driveway to Highways

Slocan Lake Fitness
Classes Tuesday 6 - 6:45 pm

Classes start May 16
All levels welcome. Classes held at the Silverton Hall

Contact Lynette Lightfoot
lhlightfoot@outlook.com

• Brent Cook will be the new 
teaching vice-principal at Edgewood 
School three days per week and Nakusp 
Elementary two days per week in the 
2017-18 school year. Cook comes to us 
from Dease Lake in the Stikine district, 
where he has taught since 2011 as 
well as serving as principal designate. 
He was a Governor General’s Award 
finalist for teaching excellence. Cook 
and his wife Karlee have a three-year-
old daughter and a baby coming in 
September.

• The provincial engagement 
process on rural schools has concluded 
and draft recommendations have been 
circulated to the working group and 
partner organizations. The final report 
will be released at the end of the school 
year.

Some of the draft recommendations 
include a review of the funding formula 
for rural and remote schools and 
districts, examining e-learning and 
bandwidth opportunities to ensure 
equitable access to education regardless 
of where students live, exploring greater 
opportunities for shared services, and 
support of use of school facilities by 
community 

• The district has been successful 

School District 10 superintendent’s report
in receiving $219,000 this year and 
$368,000 over three years to purchase 
school woodwork, metalwork and 
automotive shops and foods lab 
equipment at NSS and Lucerne, ranging 
from table saws and routers, to energy 
efficient fridges and stoves.

• NES teacher Anita Vibe has put 
forward a proposal to create a wetland 
in the forest area behind Nakusp 
Elementary School. The Board has 
been forwarded the more detailed draft 
proposal for consideration.

• The 2017-18 budget bylaw 
passed on May 2. In order to balance 
the $8.8 million budget, $329,330 
from accumulated surplus will be 
used. There will be reductions in 
staffing – one full-time equivalent vice 
principal will not be replaced; two 
full-time equivalent teacher positions 
will be reduced (collaboration time, 
music teacher position, and .3 teacher 
counsellor position); and 25 hours 
library clerk position at NES/ NSS 
will be reduced. There will also be a 
37% reduction in external consultants 
for professional learning and related 
release time for teachers, and reductions 
in professional learning for all exempt 
staff and trustees.

There will be one new hire – an 
Education Assistant (25 hours per 
week) will be added to further assist 
students with special needs.

Despite the reductions, staffing 
calculations still provide for low class 
sizes (19 students is the highest class 
size at NES with nine elementary 
divisions – the same as the past decade); 
15 students is the highest class size 
at EES which continues with two 
divisions and a primary class of five 
students; four elementary divisions 
at Lucerne School for the growing 
elementary classes will have projected 
maximum class sizes of 21 students, 
and lower than provincial average class 

sizes throughout the district).
Despite the reductions, staffing 

calculations still provide for low class 
sizes (19 students is the highest class 
size at NES with nine elementary 
divisions – the same as the past decade); 
15 students is the highest class size 
at EES which continues with two 
divisions and a primary class of five 
students; four elementary divisions 
at Lucerne School for the growing 
elementary classes will have projected 
maximum class sizes of 21 students, 
and lower than provincial average class 
sizes throughout the district). 

The district has applied for 
Classroom Enhancement Funding 

(CEF) to increase secondary staffing 
and deal with class size and complexities 
at that level. CEF is available to cover 
the costs of restoring the language in 
the teachers’ contracts as ordered by the 
Supreme Court. Although the ministry 
first estimated that SD10 would be 
eligible for $332,000 in CEF, it appears 
that this amount may be significantly 
reduced. The district hopes to have a 
better idea about the funding by the 
end of the month. Final CEF funding 
is based on enrollment in September 
2017. The district has chosen to take 
the cautious approach and not hire 
new teachers until actual CEF funding 
amounts are confirmed.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Community 

Band is gearing up for a mass band 
festival being held in Nelson from June 
2 – 4, culminating in a free concert 
in Lakeside Park on June 4. The first 
festival was held in Riondel in 2014, 
where the musicians had a blast and the 
final performance was so full that the 
audience had to sit on the stage of the 
tiny hall so the band could have enough 
room on the floor.

More than 100 musicians from 
seven concert bands from around the 
Kootenays will converge on Nelson for 
this opportunity to merge into one huge 
band. For most musicians, this will be 
their first opportunity to perform in a 
band of such size. The Slocan Valley 
Band has a wonderful sound but, 
like many smaller community bands, 
sometimes there is only one person 
in a section. A trombone player might 
not have anyone else playing her part. 
Many musicians have never had the 

Slocan Valley band rehearsing for mass band festival
opportunity to perform in an ensemble 
with a bassoon, French horns, or oboe. 
This is a special opportunity to share and 
learn from a multitude of musicians. In 
addition, each band will keep original 
copies of all the music being played for 
their music libraries.

In addition to the host Nelson 
Community Band directed by Laura 
Johnson, Banding Together 2017 
welcomes six other bands. Working 
closely on the event and attending en 
masse is Slocan Valley Community 
Band under the direction of Gail Elder. 
From the East Shore comes the Many 
Bays Band led by Donnie Clark. From 
the East Kootenays come the Kimberley 
Band directed by Ian Ferrie, Creston 
Band under the baton of Monte Anderson 
and the Cranbrook Community Concert 
Band. The Revelstoke Community 
Band, with a guest conductor from 
Calgary, will also participate.

This intensive weekend of rehearsal 
takes place at LV Rogers High School, 
where each of the directors will conduct 
the entire band in two pieces of their 
choice. All the musicians have practiced 
the music ahead of time, learning 

the intricacies of the pieces, but this 
weekend is about bringing those weeks 
of rehearsal into sharp focus to play 
together. 

However, all work and no play is 
no fun. Friday night registration will 
welcome the visitors with a nibble 
and a drink, and on Saturday night 
musicians and guests will sit down to 
a meal catered by the Daybreak Rotary 
Club, using the brand new kitchen at the 
Rod and Gun Club. More refinement on 
Sunday morning will see everyone ready 
to play the 2 pm concert at Lakeside Park 
(or LVR if the weather is wet.)

The Banding Together 2017 
committee has been working hard 
for months to bring this dream to 
reality. They have not worked alone: 
overwhelming community support 
has come from Heritage Credit Union, 
RDCK areas H, A and B, the BC Arts 
Council, Capitol Theatre, CIBC Wood 
Gundy, Columbia Basin Trust, Nelson 
& District Credit Union, Nelson Box 
Office, Hall Printing, the City of Nelson, 
School District #8, the Nelson Chamber 
of Commerce and several private 
donors.

The Slocan Valley Community Band.

by Jan McMurray
Around tax time, people should 

be extra vigilant about telephone and 
email scams.

A New Denver resident reports 
that she recently received a phone 
call from a man claiming he was from 
the federal government. He told her 
she was owing taxes and was going 
to be under investigation. Luckily, 
she recognized the call as a scam and 

Beware of scams at tax time
hung up immediately.

The scammers are after your 
personal information, such as a 
social insurance number, credit card 
number, bank account number, or 
passport number. The perpetrator may 
insist that the personal information is 
needed so you can receive a refund 
or benefit payment. In cases like 
the recent one in New Denver, 
the perpetrator uses threatening or 
coercive language to scare individuals 
into paying a fictitious debt.

The Canada Revenue Agency 
will never ask for your personal 
information 

If you are asked for your personal 
information on a phone call, hang 
up. If in doubt, phone the Canada 
Revenue Agency at 1-800-959-8281 
and describe what happened. CRA 
will be able to tell you if you owe 
money or have money coming to you.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  
V0G 1S0
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Kaslo & New Denver
Community 
Pharmacys

Enjoy May Days in both 
villages!

Serving New Denver & Kaslo
309 Sixth Ave. New Denver • 403 Front St. Kaslo

250-358-2500 • 250-353-2224

May Days means that 
barbecue season is upon us!
Stop by for all your barbecue supplies - 

meats, vegetables, sauces, etc.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shop@newmarketfoods.com

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Highway 6, New Denver
250-358-7717

Welcome to 
New Denver for 
May Days 2017!

Wishing everyone 
a happy May Days 

Weekend!
We’re closed Sunday and 

Monday

Go to Centennial Park
Support the community!

Happy 
May Days

from
Rutabagas

Downtown 
New Denver

250-358-7900

Happy New Denver 
May Days! 

Open Monday, May 22  
Regular hours: 

Tuesday to Saturday 10:30 - 4:30
Main Street • New Denver

FREE ISLAND FARMS ICE CREAM 
on Sunday, 11 am - 2 pm 

Year-Round Fun for 
Everyone!

May Days
Celebration!

100% Local And 
Proud of It

Thank-you New Denver
250-358-2592

Welcomes you to 
Kaslo in May

Groceries, 
Produce, Drinks 

and Snacks
Weekend hours

Fri 9-6
Sat 9-6

Sun 10-4
Mon closed 

Have a great 
weekend

250-353-2594

Celebrate Kaslo 
May Days!

Raven’s
Nest

Welcome to New Denver 
May Days!

Main St. • New Denver

Saturday - Novice and Intermediate Events 
Sunday - Open and Women’s Events 

Both days feature Canadian Championship Competition

11:00 am to 4:00 pm
Kaslo’s Vimy Park

sodasprings@netidea.com for more info

KASLO LOGGER SPORTS
Saturday May 20th and 

Sunday May 21st
Obstacle Pole, Underhand Chop, 

Unlimited Hot Saw 
and much more! 

submitted
Logger Sports has become one of 

the main events at the annual Kaslo 
May Days Celebration. Lumberjack 
competitors from across Canada and 
the United States compete for big 
prize money and the opportunity to 
show off their logging skills.

The venue is the shore of 
beautiful Kootenay Lake with its 

Kaslo Logger Sports a main May Days event, May 20 and 21
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gorgeous backdrop of the Purcell 
Mountain Range. Every year on the 
Victoria Day long weekend – May 
20 and 21this year – spectators are 
thrilled by Canadian Championship 
events such as obstacle pole, 
underhand chop, and unlimited hot 
saw, to name a few.

Logger  Sports  is  run by 
volunteers and is sponsored by 

local businesses, logging industry 
players, and individuals. The 2017 
show is a two-day event held on 
Saturday, May 20, featuring Novice 
and Intermediate competitors and 
Sunday, May 21, featuring Open 
and Women’s competitors. Show 
time starts at 11 am and ends around 
4 pm. Preliminary eliminations 
actually start at 9 am. Food and 

beer concessions are on site. Mark 
your calendars and we’ll see you at 
this unique and exciting free family 
show.

For more information on how 
to compete at Kaslo Logger Sports 
or volunteer to help with the show, 
please contact Kathy Freeman at 
sodasprings@netidea.com or phone 
1-250-353-2675.

The log-rolling competition always draws a crowd at Kaslo Logger Sports.

The Soap Box Derby will once again be taking place at the foot of New Denver’s Main Street 
on Sunday, May 21
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Kaslo SAR’s Newest SAR Manager Don Hunt 
just completed his SAR Manager course. Say Hello to the New Kaslo Search and Rescue GSAR group that just completed their GSAR training.

Serving Kaslo & Area for over 75 years

HAVE A GREAT 
MAY DAYS 

2017

New 
summer 
hours!

Mon – Sat 
8 am – 9 pm

Sundays 
9 am – 7 pm

All your May Day weekend 
grocery needs

411 Front Street • Kaslo • 250-353-2331

by Jan McMurray
Logger Sports, Show n Shine, 

Steampunk, the Vimy Park market 
and so much more is happening 
at Kaslo May Days this long 
weekend.

On Saturday at Vimy Park, 
catch the kids’ races (10 am), JVH 
Grade 8 class Cake Walk fundraiser 
(10:45), the giant puppet show 
(1:30 and 3 pm), Allison Kane 
(12:30), Chisel Spank (2:15) and 
G.E.L. (3:45).

The Fun Run & Walk starts 

Kaslo May Days schedule packed full of fun and funky events
in front of the Moyie on Saturday 
morning – 9 am for the 5K walk and 
10K run, and 9:30 for the 5K run. 
Registration costs $5 per person 
and $10 per family, and proceeds 
go to Kaslo Search and Rescue.

At 1 pm on Saturday, there’s a 
horse demonstration at the riding 
club grounds on Arena Avenue, 
and at 2 pm, the Strawberry Ridge 
Toonie Fun Ride at the airport. 
Helicopter rides will be available 
from noon to about 3 pm in front 
of Abbey Manor, with proceeds to 

the fire department.
Watch for Steam Punk events 

throughout the day at Vimy Park, 
the Langham and around town. 
Registration for the Steam Punk 
Quest Game closes at 9 am at the 
Vimy Park gazebo. Steam Punk 
continues through Sunday, with the 
Quest Game Closing Ceremony at 
the gazebo at 7 pm Sunday night.

Workshops at the Langham 
on Saturday include Follow your 
Heart Self Empowerment (11:30 
am-1 pm), Swingin Steam Dance 
($10, 1-3 pm), Bellydance ($10, 
1-3 pm), and Steamy Burlesque 
($10, 3-5 pm). The Kaslo Steam 
Punk Cabaret Show happens at 
the Langham at 7:30 pm – $15 
advance tickets at Sunnyside, and 
$20 at the door.

Logger  Spor t s  happens 
Saturday 11 am to 4:30 pm, and 
Sunday 11:30 am to 4:30 pm. Ryan 
Cook demonstrates his chainsaw 
carving techniques adjacent to 
the logger sports grounds Friday-
Sunday.

On Sunday, enjoy a pancake 
breakfast at the Legion served by 
the Legion Ladies Auxiliary from 8 
am to 11 am ($8 adults and kids pay 
their age), then stroll down Front 
Street for the 20th Kaslo Show n 
Shine, and the antique steam engine 
display. Show n Shine trophies will 
be presented at 3 pm. 

Free live entertainment at the 

gazebo at Vimy Park on Sunday 
includes Celtic Kitchen Party at 
noon, Mountain Weather musical 
troupe at 1 pm, and Drew Birkett 
and his band at 2 pm.

On Monday, check out the 
Garden Festival at Front Street 
Park (9 am-2 pm), then help line the 
street to watch the parade at noon. 
This year’s theme is Celebrate 
Canada 150. After the parade, 
follow the crowd and the Steam 
Punkers down to the gazebo for the 
Kilties Scottish Bagpipers, Citizen 
of the Year presentation (1 pm) and 
the May Pole Dance (1:15 pm).

The VHKAS Victorian Tea 
takes place Monday at St. Andrew’s 
United Church from 12:30 to 2:30 
pm.

At 3 pm on Monday, the Rubber 
Duckies are dropped at Kaslo River 
Bridge, marking the close of the 
festivities.

All weekend long, you can 
catch a ball game at the slo-pitch 
tournament at Vimy Park.

On Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday nights, there will be live 
music at the Bluebelle Bistro, 
Kaslo Hotel, and Buddy’s Front 
Street Pizza.

submitted
A puppet show that tells the 

story of the life of three French 
pioneers living in Nelson, Crescent 
Valley and New Denver in the early 
1900s is on tour in May and June, 
and will make a stop at Kaslo May 
Days on Saturday at 1:30 and 3 pm 
at the Vimy Park gazebo.

A project of the Association des 
francophones des Kootenays Ouest 
(AFKO), the puppet show will be 
performed in French and in English 
and will feature interaction with the 
public. The tour will visit Rossland 
Garden Fest, Kaslo May Days, 
Castlegar Sunfest, Revelstoke, 
Winlaw and Nelson June farmers 
market and more. 

Many talented artists were 
involved. Alex Pilon (Nelson) 
wrote and directed the play. Rose-

Bilingual street puppet show to 
celebrate Canada 150 coming to 
Kaslo May Days

Blanche Hudon (Kaslo) created and 
built the puppets. Angela Schade 
made the costumes, Thomas Hart, 
the decor. 

The actors are Marjorie-
Jade Ménard, Justine Gareau 
Loyer and Vincent Deslauriers. 
Marjorie-Jade studied theatre and 
special education. Her love of 
the mountains and her quest for 
adventure brought her to British 
Columbia, where she settled and 
now continues to create. Justine, 
originally from Lanaudière, 
Québec, has experimented with 
music, drawing, painting and dance 
since her childhood. Always happy 
to be creative, Vincent divides his 
passions between poetry, theatre 
and photography.

Founded in 1986, AFKO’s 
mission is to promote the French 
language and culture through 
various activities including 
a Christmas event, the Sugar 
Shack and Saint-Jean-Baptiste’s 
celebrations. This non-profit 
organization provides, among other 
services, a library and a community 
centre in Nelson. This project 
is funded by the government of 
Canada, BC Arts Council and 
Columbia Basin Trust.

For more information and tour 
dates, visit www.afko.ca.

Read the 
Valley Voice 

online:
valleyvoice.ca
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New Denver May Days Schedule

by Jan McMurray
Come on out and have 

some fun around town and 
in the park during New 
Denver May Days on the 
long weekend.

The Royalty Pageant 
marks the beginning of the 
festivities on Friday night. 
Join outgoing ambassador 
River Fantuz and this year’s 
candidate, Jude Helene 
Nicholson Chodat at 6:30 
pm at the Bosun Hall. After 
the pageant, the teen dance 
for youth 12 and up will 
take over the hall with Good 
Times Entertainment. The $10 
entry fee includes a pop and 
buffet. Transportation home 
is available at midnight.

Saturday sees the start 
of the fish derby, the golf 
tournament, the Quilt Guild 
Tea and Raffle, and Movie 
Night at the Bosun.

The Fish Derby starts 
Saturday morning, with daily 
weigh-in and final weigh-in 
at noon on Monday. Register 
with the Centennial Park 
attendant – $25 per person. 
There are prizes for the 
heaviest three fish, sponsored 
by Iron Peak Logging and 
Mountainberry Foods.

Tee-off time for the golf 
tournament is between 10:30 
and 11:30 am. The tournament 

is sponsored by Reitmeier 
Logging and Si lver ton 
Buildling Supplies.

The New Denver Quilt 
Guild will be holding its 
annual Tea and Raffle from 1 
to 4 pm at Knox Hall.

Sunday highlights include 
the pancake breakfast, soap 
box derby, Hike for Hospice, 
Free Community Spirit 
Lunch, bocce, the bouncy 
castle, sand sculpting, the 
excavator skills challenge, 
and bingo.

Start your Sunday with the 
delicious pancake breakfast 
served up by Chamber of 
Commerce volunteers. The 
breakfast runs from 7:30 to 
10 am at the park. Then the 
hot cold booth opens at 10:30 
am and runs till 7 pm. The 
Bavarian Gardens opens at 
noon on both Sunday and 
Monday.

There’s  lo ts  of  fun 
downtown on  Sunday. 
Regstration for the soap box 
derby ($5 per person) starts 
at 10 am on New Denver’s 
main street. The derby is 
for kids 5-12 years old with 
parental permission. Shoes 
or boots and a safety helmet 
are essential gear. This event 
is hosted by the volunteer fire 
department.

What’s in Store will be 

serving free ice cream during 
the soap box derby, from 11 
am to 2 pm.

From noon to 2 pm, the 
Village of New Denver is 
holding a Free Community 
Spirit Lunch on the main 
street with live music by a 
jazz and blues duo, Amie 
Fries and Kevin Welch. Free 
hotdogs and refreshments will 
be on offer.

At the park on Sunday, the 
Hike for Hospice starts from 
the gazebo at 11 am. Bocce 
starts at noon, and continues 
on Monday. The bouncy castle 
will be open at 1 pm, and 
sand sculpting will happen 
at 2 pm at the volleyball 
court. The excavator skills 
challenge, hosted by Silver 
Ridge Earthworks, will take 
place at 3 pm. Registration 

fee is $10 and prizes will be 
awarded.

Bingo at Bosun Hall starts 
at 7 pm.

On Monday, follow the 
parade to the park. The parade 
starts at 10 am at the school, 
goes straight down 7th Avenue, 
turns left at Brouse Lodge 
and proceeds to the RCMP 
station, then turns up to Hwy 
6, crosses the bridge and takes 
the first right on 3rd Avenue, 
turns left on Kildare, proceeds 
to 1st Avenue and the park.

At 10:30 am, Miss New 
Denver will be crowned, the 
Citizen of the Year will be 
honoured, and the May Days 
Awards will be announced. 
Cake will be served.

Browse the May Day 
Market and Silent Auction, 
listen to music by the jazz 

and blues duo (Amie Fries 
and Kevin Welch), and grab 
a bite to eat at the hot cold 
booth before the kids races 
start at noon. At 1 pm, there’s 
a table decorating contest 
($5 entry fee) and a cribbage 
tournament. Adult races will 

happen at some point between 
2 and 6 pm. John Creswell and 
the Mixed Bag will provide 
live music entertainment 
starting at 2 pm.

The weekend wraps up 
with the Duck Race Finale 
at 4 pm.

New Denver May Days offers family fun all weekend long

New Denver’s May Days parade attracts dignitaries from as far as Slocan and Nakusp.
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A Kootenay Fibre Arts Event
• Workshops

• Demonstrations
• Displays

• Market Place at Bosun Hall
June 24 & 25, 2017

New Denver, BC
Website: fibrefeeliafest.ca

Peter 
250-505-4347
• Dump truck 

and excavation 
services 

• Certified 
organic garden 

soil

submitted
Kootenay Sufferfest’s Nakusp Fun 

Run is coming up May 27 and Whole 
School students are gearing up to 
participate again. Last year 12 students 
joined the school running club and 
trained for a month at lunch and recess 
in preparation for the five-km run. It 
was the students’ first year doing the 
Fun Run and it was a huge success. The 
students thank the organizers for making 
it possible for them to participate as a 
school group.

“It was an amazing experience for 
the students,” says teacher Eli Geddis. 
“They got a chance to be a part of an 
athletic community event and set some 
personal goals.”

The Fun Run is only part of The 
Whole School’s integration of outdoor 
leadership into the school program. 
Every Friday school is outside all day 
and often off campus. The students 
conduct their curricular learning out of 
doors as part of their physical education 
credit as well as math, science, and 
social studies.

“Teaching students outdoors 

Whole School team at the Nakusp Fun Run
allows us to experience and interact 
with the world in a new way and 
build connections with the wider 
community and each other. We become 
comfortable in nature and develop 
positive experiences of school together,” 
says Geddis.

The Outdoor Leadership Program 
builds resiliency not just in the students, 
but in parents as well. 

“I’m surprised by what my daughter 
is capable of when it is expected of her. 
She wants to participate with the group 
and so she will push herself. It’s been 
really positive,” says a school parent.

The Whole School bases its 
curricular practice on the Circle of 
Courage, a positive youth development 
model based on the medicine wheel 
and the principle that to be emotionally 

healthy all youth need a sense of 
generosity, independence, belonging 
and mastery. “Attachment theory, the 
Circle of Courage, restorative conflict 
resolution practices, and the OLP 
program, combined with small, multi-
age class sizes, support each student 
in their development of emotional 
intelligence and compassion,” says 
principal and teacher Anniah Lang.

The school strives to create a 
nurturing and safe environment and 
has chosen to block all WiFi and cordless 
phone signals at the school. The Whole 
School is now accepting applications 
for Kindergarten and elementary level 
students. Financial help is available.

For more information contact the 
school at wholeschool@gmail.com or 
call 250-226-7737.

Kootenay Sufferfest’s Nakusp Fun Run is coming up May 27 and Whole School students are gearing up to participate again.

The Lieutenant Governor of BC, Judith Guichon, visited the three Slocan Valley schools in School District 8 on May 5: Mt. Sentinel, Brent Kennedy and WE Graham. She spoke to students about 
her role in Canada’s constitutional monarchy, encouraged their participation in democracy, and shared ideas about a healthy and sustainable future for all. To mark the 150th anniversary of 

Canada’s confederation, she will visit 150 schools across the province in 2017. Here, she addresses the students at WE Graham, with her Honorary Aide-de-Camp David Valentine.

submitted
Wayne Stetski, Member of 

Parliament for Kootenay-Columbia, 
will host a Small Business Forum in 
Nelson on May 24. The event will 
provide Central Kootenay business 
owners with the opportunity to address 
representatives from federal, provincial 
and municipal governments on how 
they can better support small businesses 
in the region.

“Small businesses are the drivers of 
our local economies. They provide jobs 
which support our families and keep 
rural communities vibrant,” Stetski said. 
“We know rural small businesses face 
a range of challenges. It is important 
for policy makers to hear first-hand 
how their decisions affect the day to 
day operations of the businesses our 
communities rely on.” 

The Nelson Forum will be held 
May 24 from 5:30 to 7 pm in the Nelson 
United Church Hall, 602 Silica St. There 
is no charge to attend. Please RSVP by 
emailing Wayne.Stetski.c2@parl.gc.ca 

or by calling his Nelson office at 250-
MP hosts forum to support small business

354-2610.

The road to Sandon has been damaged just past the 3 km mark by this massive boulder. 
According to Sandon resident Vida Turok, the boulder came down from Payne Mountain in 

the late afternoon of May 4, crossed Payne Road and the K&S Trail, just missed the Sandon 
Cemetery, crossed Sandon Road and came to rest at the edge of Carpenter Creek.
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Annual General 
Meeting 

May 30, 2017 
Nakusp Secondary 

School 
Room 20 • 7:00 pm

We would welcome and 
appreciate new executive 
and/or board members.

LAKE
SKI CLUB

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

During the month of MAY, PALS will 
assist those in need from Trout Lake 
to Edgewood. To take advantage of 
this important offer, call PALS at 250-
265-3792.

For more information on fostering or 
adopting our adult cats, BUGSY or 
THOMAS, please contact PALS at 250-
265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

PALS CAT 2017
SPAY-NEUTER-TATTOO 

CAMPAIGN
by Claire Paradis

• Two major hydro outages are 
planned for the Nakusp, New Denver 
and Silverton areas, Mayor Karen 
Hamling told council. There will 
be no power for 12 hours between 
8 am and 8 pm on Sunday, June 
4 in the communities of Brouse, 
Burton, East Arrow Park, Fauquier, 
Glenbank, Hills, Makinson, Nakusp, 
New Denver, Rosebery, Silverton 
and Summit Lake. For this outage, 
Hwy 6 between Fauquier and New 
Denver will be reduced to one lane 
only. On Sunday, June 11 from 8 am 
to 8 pm, a planned power outage will 
affect the communities of Hills, New 

Nakusp council, May 8: Planned power outages, financial reports 
Denver, Rosebery, Silverton and 
Summit Lake. For this outage, Hwy 
6 between Nakusp and New Denver 
will be reduced to one lane only. The 
outages will be advertised.

• Gwen Papov and three citizens of 
Nakusp joined the press in the gallery 
for the May 8 Nakusp council meeting. 
Papov had written a letter to council on 
April 17 about her basement flooding 
due to a water drainage problem at 
First Ave. and Fourth Street. Papov 
said this is a recurring problem, and 
she challenged anyone who thought it 
was her fault to speak up. She brought 
the bill for clean up to council and 
requested they pay it. Mayor Karen 

Hamling said the bill would go to 
Public Works, and that staff would 
create a report that would come back 
to council with recommendations. 
Papov was not pleased about the 
time it would take for the report, but 
Hamling stated this was the procedure 
that must be followed. 

• Expect to see a lot more from 
the Nakusp Hot Springs in your social 
media newsfeed. Springs staff recently 
completed a marketing and tourism 
action development plan.

•Tthe Gay Straight Alliance 
(GSA) will be rethinking their 
rainbow crosswalk due to issues with 
paint. Paint durability, toxicity and 

slipperiness, as well as the design of 
the rainbow stripes themselves, are 
all issues that Public Works Director 
of Operations Warren Leigh has 
researched. He has passed his finding 
on to GSA. 

• It was a big day for finances in 
council. The 2017 to 2021 financial 
plan was adopted, after five public 
meetings. The 2016 Statement of 
Financial Information (SOFI) was 
received and approved as well. 
The entire report, which lists the 
remuneration and expenses of the 
mayor, councillors, CAO, and all 
employees making over $75,000 is 
available to the public and is online as 
part of the May 8 agenda package for 
Nakusp council. Also on the agenda 
was the approval of the Village’s 
audited financial statement, also 
available to the public. by Jan McMurray

Karen Hamling, mayor of 
Nakusp and RDCK chair, was 
honoured with an Honorary Diploma 
in Community Leadership from 
Selkirk College at the Board of 
Governors’ Special Awards reception 
on April 27.

Selkirk College President Angus 
Graeme presented Hamling with the 
award. “Karen has been an effective, 
energetic, and passionate community 
leader in her community and across 
the region,” he said. “She is an 
exemplary civic leader and governor, 
and is a role model not only for 
women leaders but for all leaders. 
She is an honoured friend and 
supporter of Selkirk College and its 
role in contributing to the educational 
and learning infrastructure in Nakusp 
and the North Arrow region.”

MLA Katrine Conroy also 
said a few words at the reception 
about Hamling’s extraordinary 
commitment to the region and 
Nakusp. She said Hamling worked 
hard for the establishment of a 
Selkirk College campus in Nakusp, 
which has been very positive for the 
community. 

Hamling has been mayor of 
Nakusp since 2005 and chair of 
the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay since 2014 – the first 
woman chair of the RDCK in the 
board’s 49-year history.

She is currently the treasurer 
and one of the founding directors of 
the Nakusp and Area Community 
Foundation, coordinator of Music 

Karen Hamling receives Honorary Diploma in 
Community Leadership from Selkirk College

in the Park, and past Community 
Futures director for 17 years. She 
is also vice-chair of the Columbia 
River Treaty Local Governments 

Committee and was vice-chair of 
the Southern Interior Development 
Initiative Trust. Hamling received 
a Diamond Jubilee medal in 2013.

Karen Hamling, mayor of Nakusp and RDCK chair, was presented with an Honourary Diploma in 
Community Leadership by Selkirk College President Angus Graeme at a special awards reception 

on April 27. In attendance to celebrate the occasion with Hamling was Chris Faint, retired 
coordinator at Nakusp Selkirk College, Ulli Mueller, current coordinator, and MLA Katrine Conroy. 
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by Claire Paradis
With a few fits and starts, 

the Rotary District 5080 
conference opened on Friday, 
May 12 at the Nakusp Arena. 
Giving it a running start was 
the Polio Bike Ride peloton, 
cyclists who had biked all 
the way from Washington 
state to Nakusp, raising money 
for Rotary’s polio eradication 
campaign. 

The brightly dressed riders 
circled around the Rotarians 
who filled the hall, leading 
the way for the colour guard. 
There were delegates from 
Washington, Idaho, BC and 
even Pakistan, and attendees 
were treated to all three national 
anthems.

Pat Dion was a quick-
witted and engaging MC for the 
opening ceremonies, quickly 

Rotary exchange student gives conference a flying start in Nakusp
responding to the news that 
Mayor Karen Hamling wasn’t 
at the arena. 

“People always tell me 
I’d make a good mayor,” he 
quipped, and pulled off a funny 
yet still respectful impression 
of Hamling in her official 
duties. 

Rotarian Aziz Memon 
was a key speaker, coming 
all the way from Pakistan 
with his wife to encourage 
Rotarians to continue to do 
their “good works” because 
the goal of eradicating polio 
was near. Memon said in order 
for the anti-polio campaign to 
succeed, fundraising efforts 
needed to continue as it came 
down to the final push. Memon 
also delivered the President’s 
message to District 5080 which 
congratulated the Rotarians on 

what they had accomplished 
and reminded them of what 
they had left to do. 

But the star of the opening 
ceremonies  was  former 
Rotary Exchange student 
Bolek Radomski. The fact that 
Radomski had completed his 
last year of high school in a 
language other than his native 
Polish was impressive enough, 
but when he began talking 
about his passion, flying, he 
truly captured hearts and minds. 
Radomski told the Rotarians 
about how his passion for 
flying from a young age led 
from building model airplanes 
to becoming a commercial pilot 
and competing in international 
flying competitions in precision 
flying. 

In 2015 Radomski and 
his crewmate came second 

in the World Air Games 
in Dubai flying one of the 
most difficult routes over a 
nearly featureless desert. At 
the end of his presentation, 

Radomski showed a video that 
conveyed his love of being 
in the sky, giving the District 
5080 Conference a flying start 
in Nakusp. 

Rotarians were treated to 
more presentations, awards 
and performances over the 
weekend, with the conference 
wrapping up Sunday, May 14.  

Past District Governor and retired nurse Norm McCarvell gave an Iron Lung demonstration on Saturday morning.

submitted
“Open the door; step 

inside. The kettle’s on, and 
there are stories to be told that 
will nourish your personal 
journey with aging.” 

Nelson author Lee Reid 
will share delightful and 
moving stories from her book 
about creative aging at the 
Hidden Garden Gallery on 
Sunday May 28, 1:30–3:30 
pm.

Growing Home:  The 
Legacy of Kootenay Elders was 
published in early 2017. Her 
book chronicles the pioneer 
spirit and life experiences of 
long-time area residents as 
they navigate the gifts and the 

Hidden Garden: Kootenay Elders celebrated in new book
difficulties of aging throughout 
the seasons on their land. The 
book is beautifully illustrated 
by Nelson art is t  Amber 
Santos, with photography by 
Winlaw’s Rod Currie and other 
talented photographers around 
the region, including New 
Denver’s Sean Arthur Joyce.

Lee will be accompanied 
by background music from 
Elizabeth Cunningham and 
fr iends.  Cunningham, a 
published poet, will read some 
of her own work. Come and 
join them for an afternoon 
of music and stories that will 
inspire creativity and courage 
with aging.

Learn about Doukhobor 

culture and history through 
Lee’s story on Pete and Shirley 
Relkoff from Appledale, or 
explore the early Chinese 
influence in Nelson through 
the story of Italian George 
Coletti, age 95. 

Two stories celebrate New 
Denver elders, their gardening 
lore, and the culture they have 
built in their community. These 
mystery seniors might just be 
your neighbours. You will have 
to come and find out!

You will hear the story 
of Helen Jameson, who has 
operated the only wildlife 
sanctuary in the West Kootenay 
for the past 40 years. Helen is 
Nelson’s 2017 citizen of the 
year. 

“I  l ive  a lone in  the 
wilderness, and can get snowed 
in for days,” she said. “When I 
read the stories of other seniors 
in Lee’s book, I realized I was 
not isolated. Like me, they had 
all lost people they loved and 

they found the strength to let go 
and keep going. I felt connected 
to all the people I read about in 
the book, and now, when I go 
into Nelson, people recognise 
me and say ‘hello’. This feels 
really good.” 

Tom Wayman and Pat 
Morrison talk about gardening 
and creative work in their 
Winlaw stories, and Pass 
Creek resident Ellie Lazareff 
describes how she builds 
community at age 78. 

Growing Home is about 
spring planting and fall harvest 
and the meals served and the 
tales told around the kitchen 
table. Lee invites you to pull 
up a chair, open your heart and 
dig in on May 28 at the Gallery.

Admission is by donation 
at the door to benefit the 
Gallery. For information call 
250-352-3870, or visit www.
growinghomestories.com or on 
Facebook, Growing Home: The 
Legacy of Kootenay Elders.

submitted
The Dark Water Dragons 

(DWD) kicked off their 
2017 paddling season with 
an open house on May 13 
at the New Denver Marina. 
As the DWD enter their 
fifth year of operations, the 
society continues to evolve, 
drawing its membership from 
communities along the Slocan 
Lake and from as far away as 
Fruitvale. This year the DWD 
are focused on expanding 
membership, enabling more 
individuals to reap the health 
benefits and to join in on the 
fun of recreational dragon 
boating. 

DWD is a non-competitive 
club; members participate in 
any or all of the bi-weekly 
paddles and special event 
paddles. The 48’ dragon 
boat can accommodate up 
22 paddlers. Dragon boating 
is an easy and safe way to 
exercise and take in the beauty 
of gliding along the shorelines 
of Slocan Lake. 

The DWD is a proud 
grantee of the Canadian 
Breast Cancer Foundation 
(CBCF) for BC /Yukon under 
their breast cancer survivor 
dragon boat program. CBCF 
funding has been instrumental 
in the success of the DWD 
and its investment in boat 

Dark Water Dragons launch fifth season on the lake
and equipment. In February 
of this year,  the CBCF 
formally merged with the 
Canadian Cancer Society and 
like many other charitable 
foundations with funding 
pressures, the dragon boat 
program is currently under 
review. This potential loss of 
annual funding does not impair 
the ongoing operation of the 
society; membership fees will 
remain the same at $25 per 
annum. 

The DWD also believe in 
giving back to the community. 
At the AGM members vote on 
any excess funds available to 
support sports programs for 
youth. In the past, the DWD 
have donated funds towards the 

aquatic programs at the Outlet 
Youth Centre and Lucerne 
School in New Denver. 

The DWD boat is moored 
at the New Denver Marina 
and ready for the 2017 

paddling season. Look for 
the DWD booth at May Days 
on May 21or go to www.
darkwaterdragons.com for 
further information on how to 
become a member. 

Members of the Dark Water Dragons bring their boat to the waters of Slocan Lake.

The Slocan Lake Gallery Society kept up the long-standing tradition of the local talent coffeehouse at the Silverton 
Memorial Hall the evening of May 14. Here Gary and DJ are joined by Leah Main on vocals.
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by Jan McMurray
• Kaslo’s agreement with Recycle 

BC (formerly MMBC) for the curbside 
recycling program states that penalties 
may apply when more than 3% of 
recyclables collected are materials that 
are not accepted as part of the program. 
Between September 2015 and August 
2016, Kaslo was audited twice, and 
had 12.5% “contamination” (materials 
not accepted) on average. Recycle 
BC provided this audit information to 
council “in the spirit of cooperation, and 
to give collectors the opportunity for 
improvement, with the aim of avoiding 
a formal process and penalites.” Staff 
was asked to provide information on 
this to residents in the annual insert with 
the tax bills.

• Spring Recreation Grants were 
distributed as follows: 1st Kaslo Scout 
Group ($500), Junior Golf Program 
($500), Kaslo Concert Society ($350), 
North Kootenay Lake Arts & Heritage 
Council ($400), IDID a Ride Kaslo 
Mountain Bike club ($500), North 
Kootenay Lake Community Services 
Society ($500), Kaslo Logger Sports 
($500).

• Councillor Knoll reported that 
the Kaslo Trailblazers Society and the 
Kaslo Outdoor Recreation Society 
intend to amalgamate.

• The bucket truck was sold to Glen 
Walker for $2,000.

• When the Kaslo Housing Society 
recently approached the Village about 
transferring title of the ‘Lovers’ property 
to the society, the Village suggested the 
society contact CTQ Consulting, the 
firm that is looking at the development 
potential of all Village-owned lands. 
The society copied the Village on 
their letter to the consulting firm. The 
society asks for a meeting with the 
consultants and states: “We strongly 
believe that, if they are to be successful, 
approaches to social changes such 
as increasing affordable housing 
require collaboration, cooperation and 
innovation. Collectively, our board 
of directors has many skills and past 
experience at the community and 
municipal level. We also have questions 
about housing development that we 
would like to discuss with you. We 
hope to meet with members of your 
team sometime this spring or in the next 
few months. Our concerns run from 
investment strategies and management 
models, to energy efficiency and 
affordable innovation in septic systems.”

• The five-year financial plan has 
been adopted. In 2017, the Village will 
collect $609,110 in municipal property 
taxes. Other sources of revenue are 
grants ($761,239), transfers from 
utilities and reserves ($602,553), 
sale of services ($176,661), other 
revenues ($45,000), and collections for 

others ($888,893). Total revenues are 
$3,083,457. Of note on the expense side, 
the Village has budgeted $624,000 for 
capital projects in 2017.

Residential taxes make up 81.8% 
of total municipal property taxes, 
and business taxes make up 16.6%. 
Residential property owners will pay 
$3.51 per $1,000 in municipal taxes, 
.29 per $1,000 in regional hospital 
taxes, and $2.35 per $1,000 in Regional 
District taxes. Business property owners 
will pay $8.18 per $1,000 in municipal 
taxes, .98 per $1,000 in regional hospital 
taxes and $5.76 per $1,000 in Regional 
District taxes.

• Over the next five years, the 
Village has the following financial 
objectives and policies:

- to progressively enhance the 
funding of capital asset depreciation 
through reserve growth and stabilize 
tax and utility rates at appropriate levels.

- to develop a plan around 
municipal building asset management 
and divestiture, particularly with respect 
to heritage buildings that are fully 
depreciated and require unique capital 
reserve considerations;

- to actively seek grants for major 
infrastructure repair and replacement 
where possible;

Kaslo council, April 25 and May 9: Education needed on curbside recycling program
- to press for sub-regional or 

regional requisition funding for non-
core functions such as economic 
development services and arts/culture 
operational requirements in the non-
profit sector;

- to modernize and improve 
financial management, analysis and 
reporting;

- to annually review utility rates to 
ensure water and sewer operating and 
delivery costs are fully funded;

- to continually review the 
distribution of taxation between different 
property tax classes;

- to review the Village’s land and 

lease portfolio with respect to potential 
income generation;

- to move to fee and lease structures 
that at least cover the costs of operation, 
maintenance and insurance of the asset; 
and

- to support levels of staffing 
and succession planning that ensure 
satisfactory levels of public service and 
safely run utilities.

• A new Purchasing and Surplus 
Equipment Disposal Policy was adopted. 
The policy states that the purchase of 
goods or services over $10,000 must be 
by public tender or RFP except in special 
circumstances as described in the policy.

submitted
Words written by a true Canadian 

hero: “I’m not a dreamer, and I’m not 
saying this will initiate any kind of 
definitive answer or cure to cancer, but 
I believe in miracles. I have to.” 

Terry Fox had a single dream: a 
world without cancer. He sought to 
reach out to every corner of Canada, 
and beyond, when he embarked on 
his Marathon of Hope. Terry Fox ran 
the equivalent of a marathon a day for 
143 days straight, on one leg, to raise 
awareness for the need for research 

Terry Fox Run organizer needed for Kaslo
funding. When his own cancer spread, 
he was forced to stop running. This year 
marks the 37th annual Terry Fox Run 
and Canada’s 150th anniversary. 

Canada’s 150th anniversary is a 
great time to establish the Terry Fox Run 
in Kaslo and carry on Terry’s legacy. 
To do this, a motivated, compassionate 
volunteer organizer is needed. The 
organizer’s responsibilities include 
recruiting committee members, 
confirming the route, promoting the 
run, and overseeing run day activities. 
The time commitment ranges from 

two to four hours weekly during the 
months leading up to the National Run 
Day – Sunday, September 17 this year. 
Whether a couple or individual, the 
volunteer organizer(s) will always be 
assisted by the Terry Fox Foundation 
in the planning process, and given the 
resources to make it a success. 

The annual run throughout Canada 
has helped contribute to the more 
than $750 million that has been raised 
worldwide in Terry’s name in support 
of impressive and vital progress made 
in cancer research over the past three 

decades. The Terry Fox Foundation is 
proud of the 84 cents of every dollar 
raised that goes directly to cancer 
research initiatives. The run itself is 
an all-inclusive, family fun event is 
by donation and there is no minimum 
fundraising requirement. Participants are 
encouraged to run, bike, or rollerblade 
to the finish line.

To volunteer  or  for  more 
information, contact Donna White, 
Provincial Director, The Terry Fox 
Foundation, BC & Yukon. 1-888-836-
9786 or Donna.white@terryfoxrun.org.

submitted
BC Wildfire Service personnel 

will conduct a prescribed burn in the 
Mt. Buchanan area (11 kilometres 
west of Kaslo) this month. Weather 
and site conditions permitting, this 
burn project might have started by 
the time you read this.

Smoke from the 20-hectare 
controlled burn will be visible 
from Highway 31 and Highway 

Smoke from prescribed burn will be visible near Kaslo
31A. Trained BC Wildfire Service 
personnel will carefully monitor this 
fire at all times.

The goal of this burn is to reduce 
the amount of dead and combustible 
material (forest fuels), delay the 
growth of competing vegetation 
and decrease the risk of catastrophic 
wildfires in the area. After the burn 
project has been completed, the site 
will be prepared for tree planting.

All prescribed burns must 
comply with the Environmental 
Management Act and the open 
burning smoke control regulation. 
This helps minimize the amount of 
smoke generated.

To report a wildfire, unattended 
campfire or open burning violation, 
call 1-800-663-5555 toll-free or 
*5555 on a cellphone. For the latest 
information on current wildfire 

activity, burning restrictions, road 
closures and air quality advisories, 
visit www.bcwildfire.ca.

You can also follow the latest 
wildfire news on Twitter at twitter.
com/BCGovFireInfo; Facebook at 
facebook.com/BCForestFireInfo.

A factsheet about prescribed 
burns and ecosystem restoration 
burns is available online at http://
ow.ly/E8Ue30br7OY.

submitted
The Community Fund of 

North Kootenay Lake Society 
(CFNKLS) holds more than 
$1,000,000 in endowed funds, 
which generate substantial interest 
that is distributed as grants to 
North Kootenay Lake registered 

CFNKLS to give out $35k at Annual General Meeting
charities. 

Available funds for distribution 
in 2017 amounted to nearly 
$35,000 which will be distributed 
to successful applicants at the 
Annual General Meeting on Friday, 
June 5 at 7 pm in the Langham 
Theatre in Kaslo. In addition, 2016 

grant recipients will report on their 
successful projects and the election 
of board members for 2017-2019 
will take place. 

CFNKLS is an affiliate fund of 
the Osprey Communty Foundation 
based in Nelson. Philanthropy is 
alive and well in the Columbia 

Basin where every community is 
served by a community foundation 
or an affiliated fund. 

For further information about 
CFNKLS, and philanthropy in 
general, please contact David 
Stewart at 250-353-7600 or sjdks@
kaslo.org.

submitted
The work of an iconic Kootenay 

artist is currently on display at the 
Nelson Public Library.

To say that John Cooper is 
a Kootenay institution is almost 
an understatement. The prolific 
Queens Bay artist has been painting 
Mount Loki, Toad Rock, and other 
landmarks in the region since the 
axle broke on his ’51 Dodge truck 
when he was travelling through about 
35 years ago. At some points in his 
career he painted between 200 and 
300 pieces a year.

“I make art as a meditation 
practice,” he explained in an artist 
statement. “I make art to achieve 
happiness, to cut myself free of 
worldly (social and political) issues.”

The 81-year-old artist continues 
to paint daily. A recent retrospective 
of his work at Touchstones Nelson 
filled the large gallery floor to 
ceiling in an attempt to display the 
breadth and scope of his work. For 

John Cooper paintings on display at Nelson Library
years he taught colour theory and 
painting at Kootenay School of Art 
as well as privately, with numerous 

successful artists crediting him for the 
knowledge, confidence, fearlessness, 
and creativity he inspired.

The Library displays a selection 
of the work of John Cooper through 
May and June.

Queens Bay artist John Cooper.
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BEAR SIGHTINGS
It’s only May but the first bears of the season 
have been visiting our area.  Please ensure that 
attractants are managed to reduce human-wildlife 
conflicts.  Residents are encouraged to report 
wildlife sightings to the Conservation Officer Service 
using the RRAP line at 1-877-952-7727.

COMMUNITY SPACES FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS

Council will hold a Committee of the Whole 
Meeting in Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 30th, for the purpose of discussing 
the report summarizing the recent consultation 
about community satisfaction with Knox Hall and 
Bosun Hall, and recommending a course of action.  
A public presentation on the topic is scheduled for 
7:00 p.m on Tuesday, June 6th at the Knox Hall.  
Community members are invited to come and hear 
about Council’s plans regarding the future of these 
facilities, and share their thoughts with Council.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Village of New Denver has secured funding to 
hire summer students to fill Collections Assistant 
positions at the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre.  
Position descriptions are available upon request 
from the Village Office.  Interested individuals should 
submit a resume and cover letter to the attention of 
Bruce Woodbury, CAO.  
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Village of 
New Denver

by Katrine Campbell
The 21 users of the Denver Siding 

water system still haven’t made a 
decision on the future of their water 
supply, so the Village of New Denver 
has gone ahead with an application to 
extend its boundaries.

The Village, with the support of 
the Regional District, plans to seek 
grant funding for a significant portion 
of the costs of upgrades that would 
allow the Denver Siding water system 
to be connected to the Village’s 
system. This would include a new 
water transmission line, addition of 
a booster station, and abandonment 
of the existing Denver Siding creek 
water intakes. The next funding 
application deadline is June 1. 

The Denver Siding system doesn’t 
meet current water quality standards 
and operates on a permanent Boil 
Water Notice.

New Denver staff have reviewed 
all information on the issue, including 
previous studies and reports in the 
Village’s files, relevant provincial 
legislation, and the ministry guides 
on boundary extension policies and 
process. 

Staff must “identify and resolve 
concerns with the proposed municipal 
boundary extension before the 
municipality submits the proposal,” 
the ministry says. The Village 
should hold a public consultation 
in the spring or summer to provide 
information to property owners and 

residents including the reasons for the 
proposal, property tax implications, 
information about the costs, and the 
process and timing of providing the 
water service.

After that, residents can attend a 
public meeting and fill out feedback 
forms.

The ministry will review the 
Village’s application and, if approved, 
council must either hold a referendum 
or go to the alternative approval 
process. If Village residents approve 
the expansion application, it will 

go back to the Province for final 
approval.

If the boundary extension 
proposal is approved by Cabinet, the 
Ministry notifies the municipality, the 
regional district and other ministries 
and agencies, such as BC Assessment 
and the Land Title and Survey 
Authority of BC that the extension 
will be implemented.

The Village and the RDCK are 
responsible for implementing the 
transfer and coordination of services 
within the boundary extension area. 

Denver Siding may end up in the Village as solution to water supply

by Katrine Campbell
Lucerne School’s foods room 

is in for a $95,000 upgrade, says 
School District #10 (Arrow Lakes). 
The room is located in the old part 
of the school, built in the 1970s. 
The water lines run through the 
outside walls, which were badly 
insulated, resulting in pipes freezing 
every winter. Both the pipes and the 
insulation will be modernized, along 
with the electrical infrastructure. SD 
#10 superintendent Terry Taylor, 
who taught at Lucerne, said “the 
circuits blow if you plug in two 
things at once.”

The ovens and fridges have 
been upgraded and the roof was 
overhauled when the solar panels 
were installed, but “everything 
else is old school,” according to 
Ric Bardati, president of the Arrow 
Lakes Teachers Association (ALTA). 
When the pipes freeze, staff put 
portable electric heaters in the room 
which become tripping hazards. 

Much of the funding will come 
from money set aside from the sale 
of Glenbank Elementary.

• SD #10 has formulated 
a new policy on class size and 
composition which is expected to 
be approved at the June 13 meeting. 
Policy 501 replaces policy 4010 
which was adopted by the board in 
1987, referred to in the 1998-2002 
collective agreement with teachers, 
and abandoned by the board in 
2009 after the government stripped 
teachers’ contracts, and instead put 
class size limits into the School Act. 
It returns to the pre-2002 language, 
but some of it was outdated so the 
board, with input from the teachers, 
updated it.

Then-Minister of Education 
Christy Clark stripped teachers’ right 
to bargain class size and composition 
in 2002.  The BC Teachers’ 
Federation took the Ministry of 
Education to court over the issue, 
and last November the Supreme 

Court of Canada ruled in the BCTF’s 
favour. However, Taylor says, SD 
10 class size and composition in 
board Policy 4010 was never part 
of collective agreement bargaining. 

“The Board’s  long term 
commitment to maintain lower 
than provincial average class sizes,” 
says Taylor “and to consider the 
complexity of classes given multi-
grades and diverse student needs in 
staffing schools was a cornerstone 
of Policy 4010. It continued despite 
the absence of board policy in the 
years since 2009 to the present, and 
now is captured in the newly drafted 
board Policy 501.” 

The current average class size in 
the district is 15.7 students per full 
time equivalent teacher.

“Policy 501 has the same 
sentiments [as the pre-2002 policy]; 
we just don’t have the hard numbers,” 
Bardati says. “This district has been 
really good; they’re doing a good job 
of making it user-friendly.”

SD #10: New class size policy, upgrades for LESS

by Katrine Campbell
• A Committee of the Whole 

meeting (open to the public) will 
be held May 30 at 7 pm in council 
chambers to discuss the report on 
public input on the future of the Bosun 
and Knox Halls. This will be followed 
by a public meeting June 6 at the 
Knox Hall to present the results of the 
committee meeting.

• The Five Year Financial Plan 
Bylaw #706 and the Tax Rates Bylaw 
#707 were each given three readings. 
A special meeting was called for May 
11 to adopt them. The 2017 general 

New Denver council, May 9: Public meeting coming on hall decisions
municipal tax rate is 3.4014 per $1,000 
of assessed value; the hospital tax is 
0.2893 and the Regional District rate 
is 1.0392. This translates to a tax bill 
of $945.98 on a $200,000 home for 
these three taxes; other levies, such as 
the school tax, will also be on the bill.

• Council received the ‘Slocan 
Valley Economic Development 
Plan: Economic Development 
Strategy and Implementation Plan.’ 
The 49-page document includes 
key recommendations and an 
Implementation and Action Plan. The 
six recommendations have a total of 

27 strategies; the key focus areas are 
organization, structure and expanded 
capacity; increasing awareness of the 
Slocan Valley; enhancing business 
engagement and opportunities; 
building an entrepreneurial regional 
economy; support, facilitation 
and relationships; and providing 
support for expanded agricultural 
opportunities. 

The next step, already underway, 
is to prepare an application for Rural 
Dividend funding for the second 
phase, which will support the 
implementation of the strategies. It 

would cover a two-year foundation 
building project “in order to increase 
the Slocan Valley’s capacity for 
resident attraction and population 
replacement, entrepreneurship, 
investment, business retention” and 
other economic development pieces.

• Council received for information 
a copy of a letter from MP Richard 
Cannings to federal Minister of 
Transport Marc Garneau, bringing 
to his attention the motorcycle noise 
problems in this area. Cannings sent 
Garneau copies of a letter from a 
New Denver woman, along with news 
articles about the issue.

• Council received a letter 
from Trish Dehnel, announcing she 
had been hired as a Senior Energy 
Specialist by the RDCK using funds 
from FortisBC. Dehnel is with the 
Community Energy Association, an 
independent advisor on climate action 
for local governments. The program 
objectives are to identify areas where 
utility programs and services can 
assist the RDCK and municipalities 
to achieve their energy objectives, to 
increase participation in utility energy 
conservation and efficiency programs, 
and to advance the development of 
policies and programs for a low carbon 
energy future.

•  Slocan Lake Recreat ion 
Commission #6 submitted its April 
18 meeting draft minutes. David 

Hodsall was nominated as chair; new 
commissioners are Erika McKeil, 
Richard Johnson and Bill Christian. 
Rob Farrell will be asked to continue 
maintenance on Bigelow Bay. The 
strong box at the gym has been 
vandalized twice; the commission 
wants to change the payment method 
and is looking into a key card system. 
Lucerne School’s swimming program 
will continue and Rec 6 will contribute 
$500 to it. 

• Councillors Heather Fox and 
Nadine Raynolds reported on their 
attendance at the AKBLG (Association 
of  Kootenay Boundary Local 
Governments) conference in Rossland.

• The Village now has a union 
contract with its employees once 
again. The proposal recommended by 
the bargaining committee was ratified 
in camera and brought to the open 
meeting.



The Valley Voice   May 18, 201720

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.

2010 HONDA CIVIC SEDAN, 5 spd 
manual, exc cond., original owner retired, 
no accidents, service records, 4 snows 
on rims, extras. 69,900 km, $10,900 
250-269-0005.

A R E  Y O U  L O O K I N G  F O R 
COMMERCIAL SPACE  on New 
Denver’s main street? Call or email Patrick: 
theeldorado.newdenver@gmail.com 604-
790-3080
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and 
ongoing business training and coaching 
while you start your business. And if 
you’re eligible you will usually also receive 
financial support for the first year. To learn 
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLASSIFIED ADS

LARRY’S REPAIR
513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

CLEANING

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

COMING EVENTS

TOWING

CARD OF THANKS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & 
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th 

Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS 
GUILD would like to thank the community 
for the generous donations that helped make 
our 16th annual Yard and Yardage Sale such 
a successful event. Also, big thanks to those 
who attended and supported our fundraiser 
and to the many hard working volunteers 
who made it all happen.
THE BIG AIR BAND/ LIP SYNC 
CONTEST was another wild success! 
Thank you so very much to the performers 
and the amazing audience – you all rock! 
Congratulations to the winners: 1st place 
adults: The Spangles’ performance of 
‘Walk like an Egyptian’ (Penelope, Sue, 
Tammy with special guest Larry); 2nd 
place adult: Dan & Jan’s performance of 
‘Lola.’ 1st place kids: Taylor, Ruby and 
Juniper’s performance of ‘Bad Reputation’; 

2nd place kids: Riley, Taylor and Hannah’s 
performance of ‘Thumbs’; 3rd place kids: 
Hannah and Cassandra’s performance of 
‘Uptown Funk’. Kudos to the judges: Teri 
Freeman, Ray Schuff, Molly Fry. Much 
appreciation to the crew: Julie Fry, Michael 
Dorsey, Dan Rixon, and Hank Hastings. 
We’re lucky to have these professionals 
in our community. Many thanks to the 
volunteers who worked at the rehearsal 
and the event: Janice Gustafson, DJ 
Wright, Janice Found, Colin Moss, Erika 
Beringer, Susie O’Donnell, Rhonda Farrell, 
Steve Deakoff. We’re very grateful to our 
Chamber members who generously donated 
prizes: Mt. Carlyle Backcountry Lodge; 
Silverton Building Supplies, Eldorado 
Market, Paradise Valley Lodge, Slocan 
Yard & House Care, Sew Much More, and 
New Market Foods. Special thanks to the 
organizing committee: Janice Gustafson, 
Nikta Boroumand, Jessica Rayner, Jan 
McMurray, and Norma Kilpatrick (aka 
the Grand Dame of Ham), who also is the 
director, producer, emcee and lip sync artist 
extraordinaire, and who really makes this 
show happen!
A special mention for our sponsors: Slocan 

Lake Gallery Society, Columbia Power 
Corporation.

-Slocan District Chamber of Commerce

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE for Frank 
Armstrong will be held at the Bosun Hall 
in New Denver on Saturday, June 10 from 1 
pm to 4 pm. Frank passed away in Thailand 
on October 19, 2016. If you knew Frank, 
we hope you will attend. This will be a 
casual event so please bring your stories 
and tributes.

VENDORS WANTED for Slocan Saturday 
Market, June-August, with an evening 
market once a month. Pre-registration 
required. For more info call Gail @ 
250-355-2747 or email gailmorris63@
gmail.com. 
BEE AWARENESS SOCIETY Art Silent 
Auction Fundraiser at the Frog Peak Cafe 
for the month of June. Drop off your artistic 
donations at the cafe before May 31, 2017, 
between 8 am and 4 pm. Info: Linda 250-
226-7758 tendervalleycare@hotmail.com 
or Laurel 250-359-8002 frogpeakcafe@
gmail.com

MOVING SALE MAY 20. Many treasures 
at Denyse’s 8150 Red Mountain Road. 
Drop by between 9 and 4, rain or shine.
SLUGS FATHER’S DAY RAFFLE: 
Tickets  $5.  Firs t  pr ize:  1  Night 
accommodation & 2 adult swim passes @ 
Nakusp Hot Springs ($205). Second prize: 
Tool gift bag: SBS hat, Magnetic driver 
set & ratchet tie downs ($40). Third prize: 
3-pack of quality work gloves ($40). Tickets 
available from SLUGS members or at New 
Market Foods June 5, 7 & 9 from 12 noon 
to 4 pm & at KSCU June 12, 14 & 16 from 
12 noon until 4 pm. Draw 4 pm Friday, 
June 16 at KSCU. Thanks for supporting 
the Kohan Garden.
SLOCAN VALLEY HERITAGE TRAIL 
Society AGM: Thursday May 25th, 2017 
at 7pm Passmore Hall. New Members 
welcome. Information - 250-226-7172.
JOIN LEE REID, author of Growing 
Home: The Legacy of Kootenay Elders, for 
readings at the Hidden Garden Gallery on 
Sunday May 28, 1:30-3:30. Stories about 
the lives, culture and creative process of 
Kootenay Elders and seasoned gardeners. 
Background music and poetry by Elizabeth 
Cunningham.

AUTOMOTIVE
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• Licenced Residential Builder #42639 
www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

HEALTH

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph) 

nakuspredimix@gmail.com

NOTICES

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

HELP WANTED

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

GARDENING

FOUND

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

May 26, 
2017

LOST

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347
highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

REGISTER NOW for Convergence Writers 
Weekend 2017, June 16-17, Knox Hall, New 
Denver. The public is welcome to join us for 
presentations by renowned Canadian authors 
Gary Geddes and Carolyn Pogue on Friday, 
June 16, 7 pm. Writing workshops all day 
Saturday, readings at 7 pm. Visit the website for 
details: http://widespot.ca/convergence-writers-
weekend/ Registration $45+GST ($47.25)
EASTSHORE AMBULANCE AUXILIARY 
SOCIETY presents the 7th annual garage/ 
estate/ bake sale fundraiser. Most sales by 
donation, with no reasonable offer refused. 
Friday, June 2 (2-7 pm), Saturday, June 3 (9 
am-4 pm) and Sunday, June 4 (9 am-4 pm). 
Saturday’s events start out with coffee/muffins, 
a bake sale (including homemade pies), Tarot 
card readings, mid-day barbecue hot dogs (& 
all the trimmings), live music, raffles, silent 
auctions and lots of fun! 1506/10 Russel Ave., 
Riondel. Contact: Wendy 250-225-3516 or 
Christy 250-225-3558 or 403-816-4172 (cell).
CERTIFIED MANGO at the Bluebelle 
Bistro in Kaslo, Saturday May 27, 7 pm. 
World Jazz. Come and have fun!
HOSPICE VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
– The Hospice Society of North Kootenay 
Lake is offering a volunteer training on the 
weekends of June 10 and June 24 in Kaslo. 
There is no requirement with your attendance 
that you commit to being an active hospice 
volunteer. This is also valuable as public 
education as our communities benefit when 
more local people have these skills and 
information. If you would like to know more 
about the training, please email or call as 
soon as possible. Chelsea, hospice@kaslo.
org or 250-353-2299.
SLOCAN LODGE meets at Knox Hall 
in New Denver on May 26, June 23; in 
Sandon July 22; at Knox Hall in New 
Denver August, September, October, and 
November – fourth Friday. In December, we 
meet with the Nakusp Lodge, December 9.

SEEDS AND THE HIDDEN LIFE OF 
PLANTS – You are invited to an open 
house viewing of the processes and work 
produced in this botanically inspired series 
of workshops. Presented by artist Morgen 
Bardati in her studio – 713 Josephine St., 
New Denver. Saturday, May20, 11 am-5 pm.
VHKAS MAY DAYS TEA in Kaslo - 
Kaslo Heritage Hall (United Church). 
Monday, May 22, 12:30 - 2:30 pm. $7 
includes desserts/beverages; $5 - 6 years & 
under. Crafts, Plants and Bake Sale.
W E  G R A H A M  C O M M U N I T Y 
SERVICE SOCIETY Annual General 
Meeting. Saturday, June 10, 2017 at 1 pm. 
To be held at WE Graham Community 
School Library, 915 Harold Street, Slocan.
KASLO MAY DAYS YARD SALE! 
1000 items made before 1960. Vintage, 
antique, yard art, garden decor, cast iron, 
stoves, tools/old tools/really old tools, 
blacksmithing, geology, prospecting, 
mining, enamelware, crocks, jars, auto, 
books, etc. Modern goods: gardening, 
camping, outdoor, etc. Saturday-Monday, 
May 20-22, 10 am-4 pm. NO EARLY 
BIRDS. 1115 Tuck St, Upper Kaslo.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Large 3 
bedroom upper level apartment in Silverton. 
Washer Dryer. $595.00 per month + 
Utilities. No Smoking no pets. References. 
Call 250-358-2293.
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Self-
contained office space approximately 20’ 
x 25’. 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton. $325.00 
per month + utilities. Call 250-358-2293.

FOR SALE: Mixed species local band-saw 
milled rough-cut lumber and timbers up to 
10” x 10”. Cedar 4” x 4”s, etc. 208 Laktin 
Road, Hills, BC. Call 250-358-7796.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 

SMALL PURSE FOUND at Air Band/ Lip 
Sync Contest: Pink with green, yellow and 
white trim. Call 250-358-7218 or come by 
the Valley Voice office.

ELVENDAL FARM – Selling Annual 
Vegetable and Flower Starts for your 
garden. 113 Reibin Road, Hills. Find us 
again at May Days in Centennial Park 
and Farmers’ Markets in Nakusp and New 
Denver. Varieties adapted to short seasons, 
all grown with “Organic” approved inputs. 
30 years experience growing organically. 
Varieties of: Broccoli, Cauliflower, Kale, 
Cabbage, Chard, mixed Lettuce, Tomatoes, 
Peppers, Cucumbers, Basil, Winter and 
Summer Squash, Marigolds, Zinias, Asters 
and more. In coming weeks: var. Tomatoes, 
Peppers, Cucumbers, Basil, Winter and 
Summer Squash, Marigolds, Zinnias, Asters 
and more. Buy locally grown! 358-2660.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and 
Thursday afternoon 4-5:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with 
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai 
massage for $50. Experience an ancient 
physiotherapy method for body/mind 
wellness. Available by appointment in the 
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel 
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
requires one student employee ($13/ hour) 
for the Sandon Museum. Transportation from 
New Denver available. Resume with cover 
letter can be emailed to sandonmuseum@
netidea.com or mailed to Box 52, New 
Denver, BC  V0G 1S0 by June 2.
The NEW DENVER MUSEUM is seeking 
a student employee, between the ages of 
15 and 30 to host visitors to our museum. 
The successful applicant must have been a 
registered full-time student in the preceding 
year and intend to return to full-time studies 
in the fall. 35 hours per week for up to 
9 weeks at $13 per hour. Days of work 
negotiable. An introductory letter and 
resume must be received before June 14, 
2017 at silveryslocanhs@gmail.com or Box 
301, New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0.
ARROW LAKES COORDINATOR: 
Wetlands project seeks community 
engagement coordinator, p/t temporary. 
See cbwn.ca for more info. Send resume 
and list of references by June 9 to cbwn.
coordinator@gmail.com.

WOULD THE PERSON who borrowed 
the satellite dish from the Roulston property 
on 10th Ave. and Kootenay St. in New 
Denver please return it.

ECKANKAR, The Path of Spiritual 
Freedom, offers an individual the spiritual 
tools needed to walk one’s own path to 
God. See www.eckankar-bc.ca for free info
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 358-
7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-9617; 
South Slocan, 226-7705; Playmor Junction, 
359-7310. For NA: New Denver, 358-7265. 

For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 358-
7904. Please, if you can’t get through, try 
another number. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Monday - 
Saturday

10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday 

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

SPRING HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
Realtor®

SERVICES

COMMUNITY

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
IS YOUR DOG WELL BEHAVED? 
Would you like your dog to listen to you? 
Does a relaxed on-leash walk appeal to 
you? For more information, visit www.
proudofmydog.ca

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in stock. 
Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-399-0079.

GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet - any dish or antenna; home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236 (w), 250-505-8392 (c).

PETS

NOTICE

submitted
The Kootenay Gallery of Art is 

launching its project 150+ Creative Acts 
on Friday, May 26 in Spirit Square, in 

150+ Creative Acts to launch with youth art
front of Castlegar City Hall. The event 
begins at 11 am with information on the 
project, cake and a chance to inspire 
and be inspired with a brainstorm of 
creative acts. Youth will lead the way for 
the community with examples of their 
creativity. Students from Miss Barnes’s 
art class at Stanley Humphries Secondary 
School (SHSS) and Angela Duclos’s 
students from Kootenay Columbia 
Learning Centre (KCLC), have created 
art that will be shared in town. 

Beginning at 12:15, a tour of public 
art created by individual SHSS students 
will start near Mitchell’s Supply with 
a mural and will continue via vehicle 
to Zuckerberg Island. People who are 
taking part in the public art tour are 
encouraged to share rides with each 
other. Maps will be available at the 
opening and prior to the event on the 
Gallery and project website. 

Crumbs Bakery will be the site of art 
created by Kootenay Columbia Learning 
Centre (KCLC) students. Many of the 
pieces of art are portraits created by the 

students digitally or by more traditional 
methods. These portraits will be up at 
the bakery from May 26, in time for I 
Y Downtown Castlegar, through the 
month of June. An opening for the KCLC 
students will happen on May 29 at 11 am. 

With the launch of the project, 
everyone is encouraged to take part by 
doing something creative, reporting it to 
the project and sharing photos and details 
on social media with the community. 
There will also be opportunities to take 
part in creative activities at local festivals 
and to find inspiration at an art exhibition 
at the Gallery. 

The project has received funding 
from the Government of Canada, and 
support from local businesses, including 
Mitchell’s Supply and Crumbs Bakery. 

To find out more, check out 
www.150creativeacts.com and follow 
the project on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram @150creativeacts. Please 
contact the Kootenay Gallery at 250-365-
3337 or email kootenaygallery@telus.net 
or 150creativeacts@gmail.com. 

Stanley Humphries students Shayla Workman and Jacinda working on a mural that will be on 
display on the fence at Mitchell’s Supply. 
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Eva Maria 
Desaunoy

(nee Vinet)

December 4, 1922 
– May 1, 2017

It is with deep sadness we announce 
the passing of our beloved Wife, Mother and Nana. Eva 

passed away at her home on May 1, 2017 with Andy, her devoted husband of 40 
years, by her side.
Born and raised in St. George, MB, Eva was one of ten children born to the late 
Oliva and Marie-Anna Vinet. She was predeceased by her brothers Antonio, Andre, 
August, and Anthony, sister Silvine, and her precious daughter, Valerie.
Eva was deeply spiritual and saw the beauty in everyone and everything. She 
was an avid reader and enjoyed cooking and baking; she was renowned for her 
delicious fudge. She was well known for her fashion statements and her sense of 
humour, always lighting up the room with a big smile and lots of hugs.
Listening to music, singing and dancing were always part of her life. She was proud 
to take you on a tour of her yard, showing off the beautiful flowers and her special 
weeping willow. She especially enjoyed getting together with family for dinners and 
other gatherings. She had a generous heart and was so full of life! We will always 
remember her positive attitude and how deeply she loved her family.
Left to cherish her memory are her husband, Andy; her children Dennis (Sharron), 
Benny (Wendy), Lisa (Dave), son-in-law Norman, and Andy’s daughter Jacki; 
grandchildren Sherry (Cameron), Sean (Susan), Nina (Mark), Cory (Heather), 
Jason, Claudia (Josh), Olivia, Bradley (Ros), and Brett; great-grandchildren Ryan, 
Lucas, Charlie, Ethan, William, Ethan, Hope, Reed, Jaden, Dylan, and Layton; 
sisters Irene, Flo, Ilene, and Jeanne, and many nieces and nephews.
The family would like to express their gratitude to Dr. Goranson and all the staff 
at Arrow Lakes Hospital for their care and compassion throughout the years and 
in Eva’s final days.
A Celebration of LIFE will be held at the Nakusp Senior’s Hall on Saturday, July 
29, 2017 from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. If friends so desire, memorial donations in memory 
of Eva may be made to the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #20, Nakusp, BC.
Eva will be dearly missed and 
lovingly remembered by all her 
family and friends. Heaven has 
welcomed a beautiful soul and a 
glorious angel.

A Celebration of Life 
will be held for 

Melody Weisbrich 
(December 12, 1956 - February 14, 2017) 

on Saturday May 20 from 1 - 3 pm 
at the Silverton Memorial Hall. 

Mel’s many friends are invited to 
join her family in this celebration.

submitted
On Sunday, May 28 at 2 pm In 

the Sticks, an African-style drum 
and dance collective from Winlaw, 
will perform with New Denver’s 5th 
Avenue Drummers, and Boombassa 

Drumming and dancing in Silverton
from Nakusp. The event will take 
place at Silverton Memorial Hall, with 
admission being by donation.

These groups have been rehearsing 
at three recent workshops in New 
Denver together with Lucerne School 

students, who will perform two dance 
pieces. Both 5th Avenue Drummers 
and Boombassa will also perform 
individually. The final portion of the 
concert will showcase Derrick Adams 
and In the Sticks, a collective of six 
to eight drummers and dancers who 
present high energy performances 
and dynamic workshops. Primarily 
honouring the heritage of West Africa 
and the traditional drums called dunduns, 
they play standing using sticks, with full 
power dance choreographies focused 
around the drum.

The combination of dancing 
and drumming, with a special guest 
appearance by Bo Conlan, should prove 
to be a tour de force. All are welcome to 
this colourful and joyous family event. 

In the Sticks, an African-style drum and dance collective from Winlaw, will perform at Silverton Hall.

submitted
The deadline is fast approaching 

for the chance to have your imaginative 
writing responded to by one of 
Canada’s best known activist authors at 
the fourth annual Convergence Writers’ 
Weekend in New Denver.

“May 19 is the deadline for 
anybody wishing personal feedback 
on their writing from invited presenter 
Gary Geddes,” said co-ordinator 
Nadine Stefan. “Spaces are limited to 
25, and we’re half full already.”

For people who don’t want to 
submit samples of their own creative 
writing, the registration deadline for 
the June 16 - 17 writers’ weekend is 

June 1, Stefan said. With the theme of 
‘We will not be separated’, the event 
will feature talks and workshops by BC 
poet, nonfiction author and anthologist 
Geddes, and Calgary author and peace 
and indigenous rights activist Carolyn 
Pogue.

Reviewing Geddes’ most recent 
nonfiction title in the Vancouver Sun, 
Tom Sandborn calls him “a prolific 
and award-winning author and editor, 
poet and public intellectual.” Geddes’ 
newest book, Medicine Unbundled, 
is an account of Canada’s long-time 
provision of segregated health care for 
indigenous people.

“Geddes gives a passionate and 

persuasive account of the devastating 
impacts of Canadian government 
policies on the lives and health of 
this nation’s first peoples,” Sandborn 
writes.

“This book deserves to be widely 
read, and should be acted upon boldly. 
Anyone who cares about human 
decency and social justice owes a debt 
to Gary Geddes and to his indigenous 
informants.”

Geddes has written or edited 50 
books. His most recent collection of 
poems is The Resumption of Play, 
which explores the experiences 
of those forced to endure Indian 
residential schools. His nonfiction titles 

include Drink the Bitter Root, about his 
experiences in Africa.

Pogue, too, has written on a variety 
of topics in her many books. As a 
descendant of a British Home Child, 
she has written two young adult novels 
about this aspect of Canadian history, 
one of which was a finalist for the 2010 
City of Calgary Book Prize. Her other 
books include Language of the Heart: 
Ritual, Stories and Information About 
Death, Part-Time Parent: Learning 
to Live Without Full Custody, and 
a follow-up to Canada’s Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, Sorry: 
Why Our Church Apologized, which 
with other authors explores the United 
Church’s expression of regret for its 

part in the residential schools.
Pogue also co-founded a peace 

camp for kids, and contributes a twice-
monthly column to the United Church 
Observer.

This year’s Convergence Writers 
Weekend will take place at New 
Denver’s Knox Hall, 521 Sixth Ave. 
Cost for the weekend is $45 plus GST. 
More details, including how to register, 
is available at http://widespot.ca/
convergence-writers-weekend/.  A talk 
by Geddes and Pogue at 7 pm on June 
16 is also open to the public.

Convergence is supported by the 
ProVision fund of the United Church’s 
BC Conference, and by RDCK Area H 
Director Walter Popoff.

Deadline close for Convergence feedback

Taylor, Ruby and Juniper won first prize in the kids’ category at the Big Air Band/ Lip Sync Contest in Silverton May 6 with their stellar performance of ‘Bad Reputation’
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Studio Connexion Gallery invites you to its 9th 
       season

• May 19 - June 10: Donna MARKO
• June 13 - 30: Maureen HOWARD
• July 4 - 22: Louise DRESCHER
• July 26 - August 13: Carleen ROSS
• Aug.16 - Sept.2: T. MIRKOV-POPOVICKI
• Sept.5 - 23: Robyn GOLD
• Sept.26 - Oct.7: Gail McMARTIN

7 Bedroom Home 
with Swimming 

Pool on 4.4 acres. 
Immediately North 

of  New Denver.

OPEN HOUSE
6560 Highway 6

Saturday May 20 - 11:00 to 3:00

Bill Lander Realtor®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Donna Marko’s coloured pencil exhibition Donna’s Dimensions starts the 2017 season at Studio Connexion Gallery.

submitted
Donna Marko’s coloured pencil 

exhibition Donna’s Dimensions starts 

Studio Connexion opens season with Donna Marko
the 2017 season at Studio Connexion 
Gallery in Nakusp. From Friday May 
19 to Saturday June 10, you will be 

able to view and buy her amazing 
artworks.

Marko was born in Smoky Lake, 
Alberta and raised on a farm in 
Waskatenau. She and her husband 
moved from Edmonton to Nakusp a 
few years ago.

Donna says she finds that all forms 
of art are ways to self-express and 
stimulate mind, body and soul. Being 
very curious by nature, she wanted 
to know various art forms and she 
has taken multiple courses from silk 
screening to metal sculpture, raku to 
oil painting, watercolour to jewelry...
and more recently coloured pencils 
painting. The geography of the Arrow 
Lakes and nature in general are a 
constant inspiration. 

“Coloured pencils are some of the 
most controllable materials available to 
produce an image,” she says. Her work 
brings variety to appeal to everyone.

Over the years, she has taught 
art to people with disabilities and 
also volunteered on many occasions. 
Donna is a member of the Arrow 
Lakes Fine Art Guild and was one of 
the artists in residence during the two 
last summers at the Selkirk College’s 
Nakusp Campus as part of the ALFA 
Art Walk program.

The opening reception is Friday 
May 19 from 5 to 8 pm. Studio 
Connexion Gallery is located at 203 
Fifth Ave. NW. Regular business 

hours are 11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday to 
Saturday. Private appointments can 
always be arranged by contacting 

the gallerist at 250-265-3586 or 250-
265-8888. Follow the gallery: www.
facebook.com/studioconnexion.

Art Party celebrated its third incarnation May 6 at the Old Firehall in Nakusp with its highly 
popular blend of costumes, live music, performance art, poetry, fine arts and dancing.

Here, Mickey and Brendalee, owners of Homegrown Market and Juice Bar, pose with artist 
Debra Rushfeldt.
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