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Gear oil leaked into Kootenay Lake near the Balfour Ferry
submitted
The Osprey 2000 ferry leaked
gear oil into Kootenay Lake near
the Balfour ferry terminal on
Saturday, April 15, leaving a sheen
on the surface of the water along a
400-metre stretch of shoreline next
to the Balfour ferry terminal.
In an interview on Sunday, Bryan
Coe, Marine Superintendent for
Western Pacific Marine (WPM),
reports that the oil leaked from the
‘leg’ of the Osprey’s motor, which
is the piece that drives the propeller.
“This is a very unfortunate
incident,” said Coe. “Western Pacific
Marine and all levels of government
are taking it very seriously and we are
doing everything we can to minimize
the impact.” He said containment
booms were in place, a professional
hazmat team was working along the
foreshore, and an environmental
assessment would be done later that
day.
According to the Ministry of
Environment (MoE), there have
been no reports of oiled or distressed
wildlife, but some nearby vegetation
that has been slightly oiled will be
hand-raked and removed. There are
drinking water intakes nearby, but
they are believed to be out of the
range of impact.
MoE reports that a scene
assessment was conducted one
kilometre downstream by zodiac
and no oil was observed beyond the
original 400 metres downstream.
A Transport Canada surveillance
aircraft was scheduled to be deployed
Monday, April 17 to provide
additional assessments.
The Osprey will be out of service
for repairs and maintenance until
April 30. The smaller MV Balfour
will be covering the route until then.
Interior Health says people
should avoid swimming in the area,
and should prevent their pets from
swimming there, as well. They say

there is no risk to people as long as
they don’t enter the water.
Coe reported that they had
recovered about 20 litres of the oil,
and he didn’t expect they would
recover much more. He said they
won’t know how much oil was in the
leg until they pull the vessel out of the
water, scheduled for Tuesday, April
18. The leg’s maximum capacity is
400-500 litres.
The Ministry of Environment
says the most concentrated areas
of gear oil were located amongst
nearby docked vessels. “This oil
was recovered Saturday, though
there remains a light silver sheen
today [Sunday]. A series of river and
absorbent boom, along with absorbent
pads have been utilized to manage the
spill. There are still pea-size globules

of oil that continue to leak from under
the vessel, though these are being
captured by the booming in place.
No further sign of sheening has been
reported on the shoreline or outside
the boomed containment area.”
The leak was first noticed while
the ferry was en route on Saturday
morning, Coe says. The Balfour fire
department responded right away,
and did “a nice shore clean-up job”
on Saturday. Containment booms
and absorbent pads were placed, and
WPM brought in a professional team
from Kamloops, Ram Environmental
Response, who arrived on site on
Sunday morning.
“The problem is on the bottom of
the leg. Our suspicion is that we have
a seal leaking in there, but there was
a report of a bang, so it could have

Nova and Piper take a break with Birdo after a hard morning Easter egg hunting in Silverton.

been a log strike. There are shafts
and gears in the leg, so maybe one of
those failed. We won’t know until we
pull it out,” Coe said, adding that the
leg had been completely overhauled
six months ago.
The Osprey was out of service for
three days during the week before the
leak for planned maintenance, which
is scheduled twice a year. The ferry
was put back into service for the
Easter long weekend, in anticipation
of heavy traffic, but was scheduled to
go out of service again on Tuesday
to continue the planned maintenance
program. The vessel will be pulled out
of the water on Tuesday, as planned
before the leak.
“The Ministry of Environment
and Canadian Coast Guard continue
to provide regulatory oversight

while ensuring the responsible party
continues to address the spill,” said
an Environment spokesperson.
“Additional contractors will be
acquired by Western Pacific Marine
to manage further assessments and
sampling.”
Agencies involved include
Western Pacific Marine, Canadian
Coast Guard, Ministry of
Transportation, Regional District
o f C e n t r a l K o o t e n a y, R a m
Environmental Response, Masse
Environmental, First Nations Health
Authority, Interior Health Authority,
Ministry of Aboriginal Relations
and Reconciliation, Emergency
Management BC and Ministry of
Environment.
For updates, check the Ministry of
Environment’s public spills website.

Gord Butt and Hank Hastings have been regulars at Silverton’s Easter egg hunt for years. Gord will be
passing on his responsibilities for next year’s event. Thank you, Gord, from two generations of children.
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Kootenay West Candidates for the provincial election

Katrine Conroy,
NDP

Katrine Conroy has been an NDP
MLA in our area since 2005.
She has enjoyed careers as one of
BC’s first female power engineers, an
early childhood educator, administrator
and college instructor and a small
business person. Together, Katrine
and her husband run a purebred cattle
business. They have four children and
nine grandchildren.
Katrine was previously executive
director of Kootenay Family Place, an
instructor at Selkirk College, co-chair
of the Castlegar and District Social
Planning Council, treasurer of the
Regional District of Central Kootenay
Community Futures board, and founding
board member of the Community Social
Services Employers Association.
There are three very important
election issues ahead of us in this
campaign: affordability, access to
services, and a sustainable economy.
The BC NDP will make your life
more affordable. Christy Clark increased
hydro rates, ICBC premiums, tripled
tuition for post-secondary education, and
doubled MSP fees. Most families in the
Kootenays struggle just to buy food, pay
their bills and pay for housing. If elected,
we will eliminate MSP fees, build
rental and co-op housing, and provide
renters with an annual credit of $400.
We will support families by bringing
in $10-a-day childcare, eliminating
interest on student loans, and giving

grants to students who complete their
programs. We will freeze BC Hydro and
ICBC rates.
We will improve the important
services that you need. We will fund
K-12 classrooms adequately and expand
apprenticeship and trades training.
We will increase your access to health
practitioners and provide faster access to
mental health services. We will increase
the time home care workers spend with
seniors so that they can remain at home.
As part of a comprehensive poverty
reduction plan we will increase social
assistance rates and allow clients to retain
more of their earnings as they get back
into the workforce. We will also increase
the minimum wage to $15.
We have to create good jobs in our
region while investing in a sustainable
provincial economy. We promise to
make BC a leader in the fight against
climate change. A key part of our
jobs plan is to revitalize the BC forest
industry. We will make BC a world
leader in engineered wood products. We
must also invest in infrastructure. Our
goal over the next five years is to create
96,000 jobs across the province through
the construction of schools, hospitals,
roads and rapid transit. We can have a
better BC.

Jim Postnikoff,
Liberal

Born in Nelson and raised in
Shoreacres and Castlegar, Jim has
opened and developed several businesses
in areas including aggregates, trucking
and excavating, and continues to own
and operate a storage business.

He is a lifelong community
volunteer, having served as president
of Castlegar Minor Hockey, Parent
Advisory Council chair, Bantam
Governor for West Kootenay Minor
Hockey, president of Kootenay Slocan
Lions Club, and others. In addition, he
has volunteered as a coach and manager
for numerous sports teams.
Jim began his career as a Red Seal
millwright working in the forestry,
mining, and pulp industries, and returned
to Selkirk College to upgrade his skills
including business administration
courses.
He lives on his hobby farm with his
three children and three grandchildren.
What do you think are the three
most important election issues and how
will your party address them?
1. Adequate health care infrastructure
for the area needs to be a priority.
Towards the future completion of the
second and third phases of the Trail
Regional Hospital, this will give us a
facility that will serve us for years to
come. The government is allocating
$2.7 billion more towards upgrading
and building of new hospitals over the
next four years. The government is
also providing 500 additional long term
care beds and 5,500 more hip and knee
surgeries over the next two years. By
creating a strong economy in our region,
this will attract young professionals to
live and grow together here.
2. Transportation infrastructure in
Kootenay West needs to be addressed,
from taking the heavy truck traffic off
of the Rossland hill to a fixed link for
Nakusp. If I am elected, I would ask
government for an updated feasibility
study on these plans and work with
government to bring these projects to
fruition. Repairs to existing infrastructure
is a concern as well. For these repairs,
there is a rural dividend plan that will be
extended for another three years at $25
million per year.
3. Affordable housing for families
and seniors is also required. The
government has committed monies
towards a seniors housing facility in
Nakusp and also one in Slocan City. I

will work with government to produce
more of these kinds of projects. There is
currently a program out for expressions
of interest for housing units for less
fortunate members of the region and
I am encouraging applications to be
submitted.

Sam Troy,
Green

Sam Troy has lived in Rossland since
1996. She received an undergraduate
degree from UBC in 1994, and holds
numerous training certificates particular
to the forest resource sector. In addition to
working as a silviculture specialist for the
past 25 years, Sam has also been working
at Rossland’s Red Mountain Resort since
2006 as their Outdoor Operations and
Ski Patrol Dispatcher. She is an active
member of the Steelworkers Union,
local 9705, where she acts as the Health
and Safety Chairperson. She has been
a certified first aid responder for over
20 years. Outside of work, some of
Sam’s interests include her family, being
active outdoors, reading, and keeping
up with current affairs, especially those
concerned with environmental issues and
international trade agreements.
What do you think are the three
most important election issues and how
will your party address them?
The three most important election
issues facing British Columbians
this spring are the same issues which
have always been most pressing:
sustainable economic security, accessible
community resources (education,
health care, affordable housing), and
citizen confidence in basic government
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accountability.
BC Greens see the environment, the
economy, society, and government as
interconnected. Failure in one can lead
to failure in all. BC Green Party policy
considers short-term and long-term
environmental, economic and social
sustainability.
To build and sustain a good standard
of living for all British Columbians,
our economy must be more diversified,
more self-sufficient, and better equipped
to provide meaningful employment for
more people. We must add value to our
resources, reduce the use of fossil fuels,
and ensure a livable income for all. We
must embrace the creative economy and
place greater emphasis on technology
development, use and production. We
must support progressive 21st century
businesses that adopt the triple bottom
line of profits, people and the planet.
BC Greens support joint decision
making with Indigenous Peoples
and local government on resource
development. We support effective
accountable regionally controlled
planning for infrastructure, including
water supply, sewage, local highways
and public transit. We support delegation
of appropriate funding mechanisms to
generate revenues at the regional level
to finance regional infrastructure.
The government has a responsibility
to act in the best interests of its citizens:
however, many British Columbians feel
that the provincial government has lost
its way as privileged interest groups
receive favourable treatment, and the
intentions and actions of government are
hidden. BC Greens support limits on the
influence of money in politics; we are
the only party that has banned corporate
and union donations. BC Greens
support proportional representation
for the election of MLAs. We support
comprehensive investigative powers for
the Auditor General of British Columbia
and other government watchdogs. BC
Greens support the expansion of open
data and open information available to the
public in usable form, in a timely manner.
BC Greens support empowerment of
public servants to effectively carry out
their role as dedicated non-partisan
professionals.
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Nelson-Creston Candidates for the provincial election

Tanya Wall,
Liberal

Tanya has been Regional District
of Central Kootenay Area B director
since 2014, and was alternate director in
2013. She is a former two-term Creston
councillor and is widely recognized for
her strong leadership in the region’s
diverse agriculture community.
With more than 20 years of
experience in the environmental, health,
and safety fields, Tanya has worked
with industries including forestry,
construction, and manufacturing. She
is currently employed by J.H. Huscroft
Ltd. as their Health & Safety Manager.
Tanya has held volunteer leadership
roles with organizations and events
including Fields Forward, the Creston
and District Investment Co-op, the
Creston Valley Public Art Connection
Society, Creston Chapter, Ducks
Unlimited, the 25th anniversary of Rick
Hansen’s Man in Motion Tour, the TSN
Kraft Community Celebration featuring
the Creston Valley Therapeutic Riding
Program, and the 2010 Olympic Torch
Community Celebration.
A 35-year resident of the Kootenays,
Wall and her son, Jeramie, live on a small
acreage in Erickson.
Why are you running? What issues
inspired you to run?
I’m running because I believe we
need to work harder on local issues.
We need a person at the provincial
government level that understands
farmers, business owners and local
governments, and what they are
going through in order to keep their
employees working and their doors
open for business. We need someone
who is going to take a stand on the
importance of small communities in our
province, and advocate for investing in
our infrastructure, tourism programs, job
development, forestry sector, education
of our youth, and the growth of small
and large agriculture producers. Through
my passion for small communities and
their importance in our province, I want
to represent this riding at the provincial
level so that we can continue to ensure
future growth and sustainability of our
communities.
Local investment and its positive
result on community initiatives has
inspired me to run. Over the last
two years of my nine years in local
government, I have seen a direct change
of investment into the Creston Valley
from the provincial government. I
have been able to work closely with
the ministries on a variety of projects
and have built positive and respectful
relationships. To be able to meet with
the ministers and share the exciting
development of local programs that are
increasing the direct investment into our
small communities has been an honour
for me to be a part of.
The Creston & District Community

Investment Co-op Fund was a model that
the Province was especially interested
in. The CDCI Co-op was rolled out in
December 2016 and incorporated with
107 founding members, the first rural
investment co-op in BC and the largest
community investment co-op in western
Canada. Over $300,000 of shares have
been purchased and the first investment
back into the community will occur early
in May of this year. We are now working
on a larger Rural Dividend project
linking four to six communities together.

I love our region and am passionate
about getting things done that matter
to people. It would be a tremendous
privilege to keep doing this work to build
a better BC.

Kim Charlesworth,
Green

Michelle
Mungall, NDP

Michelle has been Nelson-Creston
MLA since 2009. She is the first woman
MLA to be elected to the riding. She
was also the youngest person elected to
Nelson City council in 2002.
Michelle has served as Opposition
Spokesperson for Social Development
as well as Advanced Education. She
has chaired the Opposition Women’s
Caucus and the Opposition Social Policy
Committee. She was most recently
Deputy Chair of the Special Committee
to Appoint the Representative for
Children and Youth and has served as
Opposition Deputy House Leader the
past three years.
She and her husband Zak reside in
their Nelson heritage home. They enjoy
skiing, hiking, arts and culture, and being
outdoors and active in the region.
Why are you running? What issues
inspired you to run?
The Kootenays are an amazing
place and I have been honoured to
serve our region the past eight years as
MLA. One of the issues important to
our region is keeping Jumbo wild, and I
have been a force in Victoria on this. We
need to further protect our grizzly bear
population by banning the grizzly bear
trophy hunt.
Our region also values fairness and
equality, which has led me to introduce
legislation for a poverty reduction
plan six times. At the same time, I
worked with families to successfully
reduce poverty for over 6,000 of BC’s
poorest kids by fighting to end unfair
government clawbacks.
Advocating for the healthcare
services we deserve and standing up
with teachers and parents to advocate
for kids’ best interests in schools has
always been a priority for me, along
with local economic development and
well-paying jobs through agriculture,
tourism and sustainable development. I
fought to keep Kootenay Lake Hospital’s
laundry jobs local, and fought to ensure
the land that we use to grow our food is
adequately protected. I know projects
like Site C are not the way forward
and I want to build an economy with
community-based jobs that reduce our
carbon emissions and build our economy
for the 21st century.

Born and raised in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Kim attended Dalhousie
Law School in Halifax, where she met
and married Greg Brewer. Kim practiced
law briefly before taking time to raise
a family.
Kim worked for the Correctional
Service of Canada in Abbotsford and
later Human Resources Development
Canada in Victoria. She accepted a
management position with Service
Canada in Nelson in 2003.
Kim served one term on Nelson
City Council (2008-2011) and was lead
on the development of the City’s Path
to 2040 Sustainability Strategy and
the Community Energy and Emissions
Action Plan (CEEAP).
Recently, Kim has focused on food
security. She joined the Nelson Food
Cupboard in 2013 and has helped the
organization transition beyond providing
emergency food bank services, including
the development of a 4,000-squarefoot garden. She is board chair of
the Kootenay and Boundary Food
Producers Co-op (KBFPC), formed
in 2015 in response to the challenges
our local farmers and food producers
face. Their vision is to re-create a
sustainable, local food economy. Kim
brought the founding team of this co-op
together three years ago and has led
the group through its development and
implementation.
Kim has served on the board
of directors of the West Kootenay
EcoSociety, Glacier Gymnastics,
and the Centre for Innovative and
Entrepreneurial Leadership (CIEL), and
on the Advisory Council for Habondia
Society.
Why are you running? What issues
inspired you to run?
I am concerned about the future
of our communities and feel the Green
Party offers the best opportunity to
bring real change to government. I
love this region. Nelson, Kaslo, Salmo,
Creston and all the smaller towns in
Nelson-Creston are vibrant, creative
and interesting. I want the best for this
incredibly bountiful region that I feel
is currently being under-represented. I
feel we need to change the entrenched
battling we see between the two current
parties. The Greens are the only party
that have banned corporate and union
donations. We did it because it was the
right thing to do. I want to represent
people, and focus on what is best for
Nelson Creston. I can do this because
the Greens are not “whipped” – we do
not have to vote on party lines.

Lack of a strong economy and
affordable housing are two top issues I
am hearing from people, in addition to
their frustration with the lack of action
on climate change. Nelson-Creston has
rich potential in agriculture, renewable
energy, forestry, and small business.
These sectors are currently being ignored
in favor of Liquid Natural Gas (LNG)
development. I will work hard to create
an environment where local agriculture,
green energy, and small business can
thrive. I am inspired by the Green Party’s
platform on helping business, industry,
agriculture and people transition to a
low-carbon economy. It is hopeful, and
visionary, yet realistic. I also welcome
the opportunity to facilitate coordination
amongst partners who can play a role in
creating more locally affordable housing.

Jesse O’Leary,
Independent

Jesse is 27 years old. When he was
20, he made a commitment to himself to
improve the world. Although he doesn’t
know the best way to change the world
for the better, perseverance, patience and
passion propel him forward. He feels
that personal growth is vital to inspiring
others, so he is dedicated to learning.
Through the songs he writes, videos
he designs and produces, eco projects
and social programs he initiates, and
the art he creates, he is 100% dedicated
to positive sustainable change. He feels
the most useful and practical educational
experience he has had to help him
change the world is video game design.
Understanding the principles of game
design has helped him to understand the
bigger picture. “Life, like a game has set
rules of operation,” he says. “Some rules,
like gravity, are natural and cannot be
altered. Others are artificial, written by
people, and are subject to alteration. This
is where I see the greatest possibility for
positive change. Through understanding
these principles of game design, I can
not only imagine a better world for all
people, but with your support and input,
I can help design and build it.”
Why are you running? What issues
inspired you to run?
Simply, there are a lot of problems
facing humanity. With my education,
unique perspectives and minimalistic
values, I can improve our communities
on a level that no other candidate is
capable of. Because of my lifestyle
choices, I’m willing and able to make
personal sacrifices and stand by my
convictions.... to go above and beyond
the call of duty. I’m running to improve
the living situation of people. To ensure
better care of the environment and to
grow the economy while doing so.
The way we manage our
environment is unacceptable. We need to
refine our forestry and mining industries
in ways that create more jobs and less
waste. I have some innovative and
practical ideas about how to do this.

Our educational system is failing
us. Options are minimal and many don’t
offer practical or relevant information. I
have a vision to create an educational
system that’s more dynamic and
affordable – one that meets the needs
of our youth and our communities
and offers real solutions to the social,
economic and environmental challenges
we all face.
To me it’s important that I listen to
everyone...addressing and solving as
many issues as possible. These solutions
will take time and effort to develop and
manage and I’m dedicated to working
on creating this lasting positive change
with every waking breath.

Tom Prior,
Independent

Tom arrived in the area from North
Bay, Ontario in 1977 to attend Selkirk
College in Castlegar to study Biology
and English. He bought into a land cooperative in Argenta and worked in tree
planting, construction, cedar salvage,
firefighting, and property development.
He opened Mountain Pass Imports, a
clothing and jewellery store on Baker
Street in 1982 and ran the business for
25 years. He is currently developing a
greenhouse business, growing organic
produce for local restaurants and
markets. He is a closet poet/ musician
and amateur documentary filmmaker.
To m i s p a s s i o n a t e a b o u t
environmental issues, from recycling to
forestry to independent power projects.
He helped grow the West Kootenay
Ecosociety and has participated in many
rallies and road blockades.
Why are you running? What issues
inspired you to run?
This summer, while working in
Kaslo, I watched thousands of raw
logs leaving our valleys, with no valueadded benefits. One of my goals as an
independent voice will be to pressure
for ecologically sane value-added timber,
mining, milling, and agriculture jobs to
come back to our region.
The political perspectives I will
advocate for are simple and based in
ecological and economic sanity. We must
not pollute our world beyond return. We
must not sell our raw resources short and
gain no value-added economic wealth
for current and future generations. As
a long-time hunter/gatherer, I support
current gun laws and most of BC’s
fishing/hunting regulations.
We are at a crossroads. The two
power parties in BC are playing with
our future in a dangerous manner. Both
the Liberals and NDP should be united
behind the end of dirty oil. They both
should have ended the idea of flooding
more of the Peace River. Both parties
are culpable in this unprecedented insult
to the Treaty Eight First Nation and
Peace River Valley farmers. We need a
new breed of courage – an Independent
voice that is sane, economically and
ecologically.
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OPINION

Wolf kill

The last three remaining
members of the Bow Valley wolf
pack are now reduced to two. The
two-year-old collared wolf #1502
was shot by a hunter in Trout Lake,
having travelled over 500 kilometres
from Castle Junction near Banff, via
New Denver. The last two members,
dad and daughter, face a precarious
future. What a dumb stupid race
we are.
Tim Sander
Canmore/Hills

The parties

Here is a breakdown on the
British Columbia political parties for
your upcoming provincial election,
as I see them.
The BC Liberal party: Trying to
destroy the planet as fast as possible,
but saying it’s for jobs, jobs, jobs,
but is really to satisfy their corporate
masters.
The BC New Democratic party:
Trying to destroy the planet at a
much slower rate than the Liberals,
but saying the working class and
the poor deserve to be able to share
in the spoils.
The BC Green party: Trying to
destroy the planet at a slower pace
but saying it is for the good of the
planet.
Any party that accepts the
completely unsustainable principles
of ‘infinite economic growth on a
finite planet’ is trying to destroy the
planet.
Pick your poison.
Leon Pendleton
Edgewood

Vimy

It is important to remember that
the Vimy Memorial is just that – a
memorial to the fallen. It is not a
monument to victory. There is no
triumphalism there. No ‘winged
victory’ with upraised sword. No
statues of helmeted soldiers. No piles
of cannon balls. The central figure is
of a young woman (Canada), hooded

and shrouded, her head bowed in
grief and sorrow as she mourns for
her lost sons.
That may have been different
if the memorial had been built in
the 1920s instead of the 1930s. By
then, all hatred of ‘The Hun’ had
died away and most people looked
back upon the Great War as a horrible
waste of blood and treasure, never
to be repeated. Truly, ‘a war to end
all wars.’ The term ‘pacifism’ in
the 1930s did not carry the whiff of
cowardice that it does today. Indeed,
most pacifists at the time were not
cowards and many of them could
prove it by virtue of the chestfuls of
medals they had won in the Great
War. But their experiences in the
trenches had done more than give
them an opportunity to prove their
courage. It had imbued them with an
unshakable belief that the countries
of the world had to come up with a
better way to settle their differences
than to send their young men to be
slaughtered in a sea of mud and
blood.
In view of subsequent events (i.e.
the appeasement of Nazi Germany),
it’s perhaps easy to criticize their
idealism and naivete. What can never
be criticized, however, is the nobility
of their convictions.
Sgt (Ret’d) John Banta
Fauquier

Better high
speed internet
needed

The federal Connect to Innovate
program offered by Innovation,
Science and Economic Development
Canada “will invest $500 million by
2021, to bring high-speed Internet
to rural and remote communities
in Canada. In these communities,
challenging geography and smaller
populations present barriers
to private sector investment in
building, operating and maintaining
infrastructure.
“This program will support

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers. Letters and articles should be no longer than
500 words and may be edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted
material. Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include
your address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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new ‘backbone’ infrastructure to
connect institutions like schools
and hospitals with a portion of
funding for upgrades and ‘lastmile’ infrastructure to households
and businesses. Canadians will
have the opportunity to innovate
and participate in our economy,
democracy and way of life using
new digital tools and cutting-edge
services like tele-health and telelearning.” (Source: https://www.
canada.ca/en/innovation-scienceeconomic-development/programs/
computer-internet-access/connectto-innovate.html)
As many of the residents of
our region already know, we are
currently poorly served. As we
move into the digital age, we
must take advantage of any and
all opportunities we are given to
ensure the economic viability for us
and future generations in our little
slice of paradise. If we are to attract
and retain business interests in the
area, offering a high-speed internet
connection is not only a positive step
in that direction but a fundamentally
necessary one.
The benefits of having such
infrastructure here are too numerous
to list, but please allow me to
highlight just one. All of us who
raise our children here would love
for them to be able to continue
to live and work here without the

need to leave for economic reasons.
High-speed connectivity in this area
would at least allow the option for
our children and future generations
to continue to live and thrive in the
“best place on Earth.”
Please speak with your local
councillors and residents in support
of the development of high-speed
internet throughout our region.
We simply cannot afford to be
left behind. Thank you for your
consideration.
Aidan McLaren-Caux
Nakusp

Vote Wild

We are so incredibly fortunate
to live in this beautiful corner of the
planet called the West Kootenay.
Within the impressive Selkirk and
Purcell Mountains is abundant
wildlife including elk, mule and
whitetail deer, grizzly bear, oh, uh...
a few remaining mountain caribou;
lush forests, well...those few that
have not been clearcut; lakes and
rivers teeming with...a few fish. Let’s
face it, while still beautiful, we could
be taking much better care of this
place we all love.
For too long (over 20 years), we
have been resting on our laurels for
having protected just over 11% of
our region in parks. In the meantime,
we have learned so much more
about ecosystem health. Scientists

are recommending a minimum
of 40-50% protected areas for
true sustainability. The climate is
changing and the more intact we
can keep our ecosystems the more
resilient they will be.
The opportunities are still here.
The Valhalla Wilderness Society
has an outstanding proposal for
the Selkirk Mountain Caribou Park
which would go a long way in
protecting the severely declining
mountain caribou and the last tracts
of low elevation ancient forest in
our region. The inclusion of the
Mt. Willet Wilderness (Argenta
Face) within the Purcell Wilderness
Conservancy would complete this
park ecosystem from mountaintop
to lakeshore. And has anyone heard
of Jumbo Pass? Still unprotected and
still threatened.
Consider the fact that Canada has
signed on to the Aichi Biodiversity
Targets, part of the UN Convention
on Biodiversity. We have committed
to protect 17% of our land base in
Canada by 2020 and last I checked
the reality is closer to 11%, putting the
West Kootenay on par with the rest
of the country and well behind our
target (BC has protected 14.4% and
the East Kootenay 16.5%). Kootenay
Columbia MP Wayne Stetski as
national parks critic is working
towards this goal at the national
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
level. Yet, the Provinces have the
final say as land use decisions are a
provincial jurisdiction.
So, we have made international
commitments; we know that more
protected areas are essential for
a healthy future; park proposals
are in place. What’s the hold up?
A simple lack of political will by
the present BC government. This
May 9th election I will vote for the
candidate that is most committed to
fully protecting the last of our intact
ecosystems. I will VOTE WILD.
Will you join me?
Gary Diers
Argenta

and Sustainable Development,
which wants more protected areas
to safeguard biodiversity and natural
heritage.
Our MP in the Kaslo area is
Wayne Stetski, phone 250-3542610 Wayne.Stetski@parl.gc.ca. I
know Wayne to be very supportive
of preserving habitat and wildlands.
The MP in the Arrow and Slocan
Valleys is Richard Cannings, phone
250-770-4480 Richard.Cannings@
parl.gc.ca. I’ve heard Richard is also
supportive of preserving habitat and
wildlands.
Rowena Eloise, Argenta
for the West Kootenay
Coalition for Jumbo Wild

We’re all familiar with the four
glaciers the proponent of the Jumbo
Resort and development proposal
wants to include in the Controlled
Recreation Area: the Commander
Glacier, the Farnham Glacier,
the Glacier Dome and the Jumbo
Glacier. And we’re all familiar with
the shape of the Jumbo Valley as a
dog leg, with the East/West portion
becoming the locale of the Jumbo
Pass trailhead – up and over to the
Glacier Creek drainage to the west.
Going North from the dog leg bend,
we’re in the Upper Jumbo Valley
where the proposed resort would
be located.
At the very north end of the
Upper Jumbo Valley is the Glacier
Dome – a unique and amazing
slightly domed glacial phenomenon.
The dome drops severely off to the
north into the Lake of the Hanging
Glacier far below – an emerald
coloured, good-sized body of water
with icebergs.
To access the Lake of the
Hanging Glacier is an easy day hike
at the end of the Horsethief Creek
drainage/valley. The trail mostly
follows the Lake of the Hanging
Glacier Creek up.
Arriving at the creek’s downfall
point, the view is an absolutely
awesome rock cradle that holds the
big, beautiful lake.
And there at the far end, one
sees the creeping down terminus of
the Jumbo Glacier. The folks who
hang out for a while will, from time
to time, hear a thunderous explosive
sound as another iceberg drops into
the lake from Jumbo Glacier’s toe.
When we advocate that “Jumbo
Stays Wild Forever” we need to be
sure we’re including this marvel just
to the north and constantly connected
to the Upper Jumbo Valley by way
of the glorious Glacier Dome and
the Jumbo Glacier, the Lake of the
Hanging Glacier.
To paraphrase the Valley Voice,
April 6, 2017, pg. 7 submitted
article – now, like no time before,
we, the public are being called to
contact our MP with suggestions to
the House of Commons Standing
Committee on the Environment

Twenty-six years ago, I got a
woodtick hiking behind my house in
Slocan Park. I found it that evening
in my hair and my partner, armed
with a needle heated over a candle,
punctured it and pulled it out. I didn’t
think anything of it at the time.
Growing up at the Emerald Mine,
it was normal in the spring to get
checked for ticks the moment you
came in from playing.
About six weeks after I had the
tick in Slocan Park, I got a rash on
my neck, my joints were aching
terribly, and I gained weight in
strange ways distorting my face and
body. My GP said Lyme’s didn’t
exist in the area, and a doctor in
Nelson refused to give me a test but
wanted to put a needle in my neck
to extract spinal fluid. In frustration,
I called the CDC in Vancouver and
spoke with a retired doctor who
told me that Lyme’s was rampant in
BC and was a real danger that year,
particularly in the Terrace/Burn’s
Lake area. His daughter had been in
the old Shaughnessy Hospital and
confined to a wheelchair by the time
they figured out she had Lyme’s. He
connected us and she was about 80%
recovered at the time, tentatively
hoping for more. The CDC doctor
recommended I get in touch with the
Saskatchewan Lyme’s Society – they
were on it 26 years ago!
After reading it through, I went
back to my GP armed with this
information and asked for 30 days of
tetracycline. He finally agreed after
looking through the information,
although he would make me
responsible, giving me three- to
ten-day prescriptions. You can’t
be in the sun when you’re taking
tetracycline so it was a gloomy
summer, and with the extreme joint
pain, there wasn’t much choice. I
slowly began to recover and later
went to my naturopath to realign
my system to “normal.” I’ve had no
further symptoms.
Taking action as soon as possible
is important. The Lyme’s test at that
time was effective 50% of the time
because of the incubation period of
the tick. CDC advised that if you get
a tick, put it in a vial with a cotton

Where Jumbo
goes to calve

Tick season – be
careful
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ball and send it to them, clearly
marked with date, location, and your
contact info.
Elizabeth May of the Green
Party put a Private Members Bill
(C-442) forward and it was passed
in 2014: ‘Federal Framework on
Lyme’s Disease Act.’ The final
framework will be published in May.
You can go to the Public Health of
Canada website.
Spring is here and the ticks will
be out soon.
Sheila Dixon
Slocan Park

always complains about the lack of
tax dollars. The Village should have
been proactive instead of reactive.
Perhaps the Village irresponsibility
is not worthy of grant money.
The Mayor of Nakusp this past
year had two great photo ops with
the snow plow, caboose and the
waterfront lighting. Do we see the
mayor and councillors standing at
the Village barricades and washouts
of the rail trail for a photo op? No,
not good for her legacy.
Jerry Van Immerzeel
Nakusp

The Village of Nakusp has
announced by way of public notice
to all area residents that the rail trail
is closed between Marshall Road
and Zacks Road. This one area has
been deteriorating the last six to
eight years. A couple of years ago,
a group of concerned residents led
by Susan Smith gathered a petition
and made a presentation to an open
council meeting in fall 2015. If
council had changed their position to
make the rail trail within the Village
of Nakusp a shared trail, a plan,
permits, resources, contractors with
equipment and material was in place
to correct the erosion problem. The
rail trail would have been restored
to all recreational users. The local
contractor that restructured and
rebuilt the highway at the slide area
on Highway 6 at Needles three or
four years ago is testament to quality
workmanship available locally.
This offer was vetoed by the
Village – a missed opportunity of
having volunteers and the work done
with no cost to Nakusp taxpayers.
The Village quietly partnered with
Recreation Sites and Trails BC to
have tenure over the rail trail from
the Esso to Churchill Road, further
ensuring their position of it being
non-motorized. The Village declined
getting tenure from Churchill Road
to the viewpoint (start of the tenured
trail by Nakusp and Area Community
Trails Society).
Spring of 2017, we have the
main washout expanded, but now a
second one has developed.
The Village of Nakusp used its
trump card: “We do not own this
portion – it is çrown land.” The
Village used street barricades with
the words ‘Village of Nakusp’ on
them. It shows they do have a degree
of ownership. In hindsight, rented
barricades should have been used.
The last few days, village
residents have lodged their concerns
and anger at the Village office – that’s
where it stays out of public sight.
The public notice states, “the
Village will be working with
community stakeholders and Rec
Sites & Trails BC to identify potential
alternatives.” What alternatives and
how soon will the Village present
theirs? The Village has passed on one
great proposal that would have seen
the project completed. The Village

The Slocan River back road
was closed for a day when trees slid
across the road and got hung up on
power lines. Although the road is
now open to one lane traffic, the
water is being funneled through
black plastic pipe into the culvert.
One lane has slumped, and the
cutslope above is also moving and
is being held back with a cable.
There are several cracks along the
pavement in this vicinity.
The Geological Hazards
Mapping of the Slocan Valley, done
by Apex Geoscience Consultants
Ltd. dated December 30, 1998 states:
“Mass movement processes involve
the downslope movement of surficial
material due to gravity. Material
moves downhill by rolling, sliding
and slumping… In most cases the
failures appear to be caused by:
1)High pore water pressure
between sediment layers (primarily
clay) or possibly along pre-existing
fractures or faults within the clay
and,
2)Over-steepened scarp faces
in places aggravated by recent
undercutting of the scarp by the river
or road construction.”
Perry Ridge Water Users
Association has requested a copy
of the geotechnical assessment
of this earth movement from Ben
Tanasichuk, the Highways manager
for this area.
Fortunately, there are no homes
on this section of the road. This is not
the case on the majority of the back
road. Many Perry Ridge residents
travel this route regularly and the
school buses use this road. The
school buses are no longer driving on
the road until it is repaired. Winlaw,
Brent Kennedy and Mt. Sentinel
students must now meet their school
bus where the Little Slocan River
Road meets the Slocan River Road.
The water damage and increased
rainfall demonstrate the impact of
increased water on the sensitive soils
of Perry Ridge. A main road like this
is monitored by YRB and the citizens
driving to and from their homes.
However, once resource extraction

Rail trail woes

Water damage
on back
road shows
instability of
Perry Ridge

roads are constructed and resources
removed, these roads can have
similar earth movements that can
descend to the valley bottom, where
many people live and travel. Old
logging roads are a major concern
for safety due to lack of upkeep and
monitoring.
Dr. June Ryder, geologist, in her
letter to the Ministry of Environment
dated September 20, 2000, states:
“Even the most careful planning
of roads and cutblocks cannot
guarantee that accidents (slides,
debris flows, floods) will not occur.
A single such event on Perry Ridge,
where steep slopes and steep creeks
descent to highly sensitive terrain
with dense rural settlement, could
have disastrous effects.”
Dr. Lee Benda, a geologist with
the University of Washington, wrote
a report that said harvesting can
increase soil water “on the order of
20 to 35 percent.”
Perry Ridge Water Users
Association received a letter dated
February 8, 2017 from BC Timber
Sales, Kootenay Business Area. Tara
DeCourcy, Woodlands Manager
stated that BC Timber Sales is
not planning to go back to extract
resources on Perry Ridge for five
to seven more years. BC Timber
Sales has stated they do not intend
to collect precipitation data and plan
to continue using the Equivalent
Clearcut Area (ECA) methodology
to assess risk.
Allen Isaacson, hydrologist, the
co-author of the ECA method states:
“The ECA methodology was not
designed for this type of terrain…
Without the basic data, how is a
statistical analysis of risk possible?
What is a 100 year event in this area?
What is the annual precipitation
or runoff... The basic information
needed for any type of risk analysis
is lacking. In summary, the whole
process (planning) should be done
with proper data collection and
analysis...or it should be admitted
that Perry Ridge is a unique area and
not suitable for development.” (Allen
Isaacson, hydrologist, ‘Comments
on Perry Ridge,’ September 18,
2000)
Our association insists that in the
next five to seven years BC Timber
Sales collects the data – how much
water is there to begin with? What
is the precipitation? What is the
snowfall? What is the melt rate?
These all have to be answered, and
then an analysis of how much change
from the natural will occur with a
road or a cutblock. If this data is not
going to be included and an analysis
of how much change from the natural
will occur with a road or a cutblock,
then BC Timber Sales should admit
that the remainder of Perry Ridge
is not suitable for logging and road
building and set the area aside to
protect the citizens that live below.
Marilyn Burgoon, President
Perry Ridge Water Users
Association
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Cody Caves
under threat

Cody Caves Provincial Park is
under threat from proposed logging
adjacent to the park.
The Cody Caves system, a
classic example of karst limestone
solution formation (one of only
two such caves in the province that
provide easy access to the public)
is protected by a park that covers
the cave entrance and surface
expression of the then known limits
to the cave. In the 1990s it became
known, both from underground
exploration and from surface karst
features, that the cave system
continued to the south and west of
the actual park boundary.
During the ’90s, the BC
provincial government made an
extensive review of both its park
system and the plans for their
future. One significant outcome of
this review was what is described
as a ‘Goal 2’ objective. In plain
language, this was to look at all
existing parks and protected areas
and identify adjacent lands that had
physical, ecological and cultural
attributes that could be added
to these parks at a later date.
Although this Goal 2 designation
did not change the legal status of
these areas, a Memorandum of
Understanding stipulated that all
government ministries and any
other stakeholders would mutually
consult before taking any action in
a Goal 2 Reserve. For the Cody
Caves Park, a Goal 2 Reserve to the
south and contiguous to the existing
park boundary was identified and
has since been in place for 20 +
years. Recently, Cooper Creek
Cedar, a local logging company, has
submitted plans for two cutblocks,
one of which encompasses most
of this Goal 2 area, without prior
notice to BC Parks. This logging is
scheduled to take place this spring.
The issue here is twofold. First,
if this logging happens without
any inter-ministry consultation
taking place, it means the whole
Goal 2 process is valueless and
that any BC Ministry can simply
licence any activity within its
jurisdiction on these park-adjacent
areas without any notice to or
discussion with other ministries
that may be affected. Second,
looking at the Cody Caves situation
in isolation, it is a choice between
short-term and long-term benefits.
Logging these two cutblocks now
will generate local income, tax
revenue and profits in 2017; not
logging will allow the enhancement
of a local tourist attraction that
is unique in BC and will still be
around 100 years from now. This
enhancement, which is already
partially developed, is a hiking
trail through old growth forest that
follows the surface expression of
the caves and its surface features
with explanatory signage. If half of
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this trail is in a clearcut, something
will definitely be lost. This trail will
broaden the experience for those
who do venture underground, and
open a new experience for those
who do not wish to.
This proposed logging must
be put on hold until the prescribed
Goal 2 process has a chance to
work as intended.
Maurice de St Jorre
Nelson

Hydrocarbon
chemical
technology

When I was a child, my father
was a power plant operator. He
worked for West Kootenay Power
and Light Co. At that time, the
power company’s biggest customer
was Consolidated Mining and
Smelting Co. in Trail. With the
coming fad of ‘new speak,’ this
became Cominco.
Around 1945 when I was five
years old, we would sometimes
drive to Trail to visit our relatives.
I can remember how devastated the
country was around there. There
were no trees and very little other
vegetation. The creeks were dirty
little trickles. Today it all looks
so different. Younger people may
never believe how it was.
I did a little reading of the
history. In the 1890s, when the
smelter first started in a small way,
the sulfide ores were roasted by
spreading the hand-picked ore on
the ground and covering with wood
(from logging the surrounding
country). The wood was fired and
the heat buildup would raise the
temperature of the ore to the point
where its sulfur content would
become its source of fuel, and the
roasting process would continue
without external fuel sources. To
the detriment of their health, men
stood around stirring the ore with
rake-like tools to expose it to more
oxygen and complete the process.
This process released large
amounts of sulfur dioxide and other
poisons that can result in large areas
that even after 60-80 years were
largely lifeless.
By 1900, the smelter changed
hands and was bought by CPR
and became CM&S and then the
processes started improving. Tall
chimneys were built to lift the SO2
to higher elevations in an attempt
to disperse it better. The roasters
were improved and the hoods over
them drew the fumes away to the
chimneys.
But the damage continued.
Through the 1920s, there was
a growing outcry against the
devastation to the countryside and
the farmers down the Columbia
River in Washington State were
complaining about the damage to
their crops.
During World War II, the Trail
facilities played an essential role in

supplying critical materials to the
allies. By this time, a lot had been
done to rectify the pollution. The
SO2 was captured and turned into
sulfuric acid and other sulfates into
the fertilizers.
In 1957, the Slocan high school
Grade 10 and 11 class took a trip for
a day to Cominco to see the smelter
operating. We toured the lead
and zinc plants and saw how the
roasters worked. How the lead and
zinc ore, now in the form of oxides,
were fed into their respective blast
furnaces to be reduced to metal.
From there, they were cast into
large plates to be hung in tanks for
electrolytic refining. This results in
99.98% purity, which is expensive.
But the hydropower from the
Kootenay River made this possible.
We saw how hydrogen gas was
made in a plant full of tanks using
the electrolytic process again to
separate this gas from water.
We saw how huge compressors
were turning out liquid air. We saw
how this liquid, in a pot, looked like
a simmering pot of water. How, if
we stuck a finger in it (for a very
few seconds), it boiled furiously as
if our finger was a red hot poker.
The boiling point of liquid air is
about -194°C.
We learned that the nitrogen
gas, after separation from the liquid
air, was turned into ammonia by
heating to very high temperatures
along with hydrogen gas in the
presence of a catalyst.
This ammonia, through
further processes, can be made
into ammonium nitrate which
can be used as fertilizer or as
an explosive. Another nitrogen
compound that can be made is urea,
also a fertilizer. Other fertilizers
were made by importing phosphate
rock from Montana and potash
from Saskatchewan.
I read that the Trail smelter is
the largest lead-zinc refinery in
the world. This may have mainly
been made possible because of
the nearby source of abundant
hydropower.
What is questionable today
is the manufacturing of all that
fertilizer.
On the other hand, all that
hydrocarbon chemical technology
is very valuable and will be available
when we decide to manufacture
‘neofuel’ from carbon dioxide in
the ocean or the atmosphere.
Frank Nixon
Winlaw

Hoping for
coalition
government

In 2010, the Gordon Campbell
government passed the ‘Clean
Energy Act’, a huge piece of
legislation which set the stage for
the Site C dam. The BC Utilities
Commission was excluded
from assessing the project – the
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government wished to make
their decision without any input
or questions from the BCUC
or the public. The Northwest
Transmission Line, which was
budgeted at $410 million and
which cost $736 million, was
also excluded from the BCUC
and public comment. So far, two
big companies use it: Imperial
Metals with their ‘Red Chris’
mine, and AltaGas, with their
huge IPP project. AltaGas put up
$180 million, but with a 197 MW
generating project selling hydro
power way above the wholesale
price on a multi-decade contract
(un-needed power at that), they’re
going to be laughing all the way to
the bank while we pick up the rest
of the tab for the transmission line.
In 2013, the Christy Clark
government withdrew the BCUC’s
ability to set hydro rates (their
principal function) and instead set
the rates themselves. Not long after
this, the $8.8 billion Site C dam
was approved. Rate increases were
set to modest increments, so even
though hydro rates have increased
24% over the past five years, they
are well below what they should
be to meet Hydro’s obligations.
The increases for 2016 and 2017
have been set at 3.5% and 3%, but
then what? We are the recipient
of what the government called
‘taxpayer-supported debt,’ which
sounds like we support paying
off Hydro’s 100% debt financed
schemes over the next 70 years
through our hydro bills.
In fact, both the Gordon
Campbell and the Christy Clark
governments cooked the books
to conceal the amount of money
the government was spending.
Normally, hydro utilities use a
‘cost-of-service’ model, which
set the rates from a consideration
of prudently incurred costs and
a fair return on equity. What this
government has done is to set the
income Hydro makes, set the rate
increases, and put unpaid bills into
a ‘deferred’ account (pushed off to
the future), currently $5.4 billion
not counting the Site C dam.
In passing, ICBC rates have
been kept artificially low as well,
such that the corporation has
gone from a healthy surplus to
a substantial deficit. All this is
likely an attempt to win the 2017
election, but sooner or later the
financial crimes of these two
governments will come out. The
BC debt has gone from a surplus
of $1.5 billion in 2001 (a surplus
that Gordon Campbell tried to
conceal) to a deficit of $66 billion
and counting.
The Gordon Campbell and
Christy Clark cabal have governed
in the style of a tinhorn dictatorship,
where the resources of the country
are stripped and turned over to
the wealthy. Almost nothing has
been done for the people who

live in BC, but billions have been
shoveled out of our Treasury
in the name of privatization,
public-private partnerships, sale
of assets (such as BC Rail and
Crown forest land), ruinously
expensive outsourcing (Accenture
and Maximus come to mind),
unjustified and very expensive
hydro infrastructure projects, and
large and ongoing subsidies to the
oil and gas industry, to name a few.
There is no money for daycare,
welfare, the disabled, social
housing, or poverty reduction
(BC is the only province lacking a
poverty reduction plan) but plenty
of money for boondoggles and of
course the boondoggle to end them
all – the Site C dam.
Once you look at the record,
it’s obvious that over the last 16
years BC has been systemically
looted by, first, Gordon Campbell
and his crew, and then his little
buddy, Christy Clark. They’ve
done their best to cover their tracks,
by deleting emails, lying (Gordon
Campbell said he would never
break up BC Hydro. He did. He
said he would never sell BC Rail.
He did. He said the HST ‘wasn’t
on the radar’ – these are just the
biggest and most obvious lies), and
and making their decision making
as opaque as possible. Some say
that their decision making over the
past 16 years was ‘ideologically
motivated’. Transferring public
money to the private sector in
exchange for cash, campaign
donations and access hardly rates
as anything but the most unethical
and immoral greed.
After this coming election, no
matter who wins, we’re all going
to have sharply higher BC Hydro
rates and ICBC rates. John Horgan
has been involved with the energy
file for years; he knows very well
that BC Hydro needs to cut its
losses and should stop the Site C
dam project. But will he? Or is
the NDP as dependent on wealthy
donors as the BC Liberals? He has
mentioned that the project should
be examined by the BCUC, but
if the NDP is able to form the
government, the first thing they
should do is halt construction
pending not only a review but
meaningful public consultation,
and they should have the guts to
say they will do just that before
the election.
As long as people are willing
to believe what wealthy liars tell
them on TV it seems unlikely that
the political situation in BC will
change for the better. My hope is
that we wind up with a coalition
government where matters of
policy are actually debated instead
of the mockery of a majority
government listening impatiently
to the opposition with the outcome
never in doubt.
Harvey Armstrong
Johnson’s Landing
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Amy Goodman: fighting for democracy through independent media
by Jan McMurray
Amy Goodman told stories of her
amazing experiences as an independent
investigative journalist to a huge crowd
at the Brilliant Cultural Centre on April
8, delivering a powerful message about
the importance of independent media.
Goodman is a New York-based
journalist, author and syndicated
columnist, and host of Democracy
Now!, which airs on Kootenay Co-op
Radio (our local independent radio
station) Monday to Friday mornings at
9 am, and on more than 1,400 public
TV and radio stations worldwide. Her
talk in Brilliant was based on her newest
book, Democracy Now!: Twenty Years
Covering the Movements Changing
America.
Goodman started the Democracy
Now! show in 1996 on Pacifica Radio,
an independent station founded in

1949 by a war resister who believed
there had to be a media outlet not run
by corporations but by journalists and
artists. The fourth station in the Pacifica
radio family, KPFT, was blown off the
air shortly after it started broadcasting in
1970 when the Ku Klux Klan dynamited
the tower. The Grand Dragon of the
local KKK said this was his proudest
act because the KKK understood how
“dangerous” independent media was.
“Independent media is ‘dangerous’
because it allows people to speak
for themselves,” Goodman said. “To
hear someone describing their own
experience in their own words – there’s
nothing more powerful. You may not
agree with what they have to say, but it
makes it much less likely that you want
to destroy that person. It’s the beginning
of understanding, of finding common
ground. I think that’s the beginning of

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Slocan’s Chief Financial Officer
Colin McClure presented a draft
five-year financial plan at the Village
council meeting on April 10. The
$2.4 million in federal and provincial
grants recently announced for the
$3.6 million microhydro project are
a highlight. McClure said it is “really
positive when you can have a project
of this size…funded 66-67%” by
grants. The Village plans to spend
$500,000 getting the project started
this year. Detailed drawings will be
done and tenders put out. The major
work on the project will be done in
2018. Next year, the Village will
look into borrowing money from the
Municipal Finance Authority of BC
to cover other microhydro project
expenses. Borrowing at “a relatively
low interest rate” is a good investment,
McClure says. The debt could be paid
off in “10, 15, or 20 years” yet the
project could keep generating revenue
for 40 or 50 years. McClure calls the
microhydro development a “quite
exciting… revenue generator”.
Along with the funds for the
microhydro project, this year’s capital
budget includes $361,000 in the
general category and $104,500 for
water capital. The Village plans
to invest $62,800 in a new dump
truck and sanding /snowplowing
attachments and $200,000 in
a “significant paving program.”
McClure said the paving would cost
47% less than if the Village was not
able to be part of the provincial bid.
He said investing at a discount in
something that lasts 15 or 20 years
was wise and also said paving was
“a really visible…benefit.” Other
spending will include $40,000 in
gas tax revenues for Legion Hall
roofing; $10,000 for Public Works
yard fencing; and funds for Wellness
Centre signage, the seniors’ housing
project preparations, and other
smaller projects. The water capital
budget includes funds for waterline
replacement; water plant pump and
other upgrades; and a storm water
management plan and sewer and
drainage upgrades.
The Village is doing well on a

day-to-day level as well. In 2017,
Village operational revenues (from
taxes, grants, and fees) will total
about $729,000. Since operational
expenses are expected to total only
about $578,000, the Village will have
about $152,000 that it will use to pay
down debts, fund capital purchases,
and store in operational and capital
reserves.
A s s e s s m e n t s f o r Vi l l a g e
residential property have increased by
6.3 % and for commercial property by
1.75% from 2016. As usual the Village
will “reverse engineer” the mill rate
to collect the same amount of money.
Tax sharing will be maintained at 89%
Residential, 6% Business, 2% Light
Industry, and 3% Utilities.
McClure is recommending the
Village increase average overall
property taxes by 3% this year. The
average assessed value for a home in
Slocan is $153,000. A 3% increase
would add $19 to the Village portion
of property tax on a $153,000 home.
McClure said that residents
should be aware though that Village
taxes are less than half the total on
the property tax bill. School, RDCK,
police, regional hospital, and BC
Assessment Authority and Municipal
Finance Authority taxes are also on
the same bill and the Village has no
control over increases in these other
taxes.
There was a 2.75% ($12) increase
in annual water rates announced in
January. Garbage fees remain the
same.
With the 3 % increase in property
taxes, the Village will gain an extra
$4,620 in 2017. Because new homes
are being constructed, the Village will
also gain an extra $2,306 in residential
tax revenue. Due to a non-market
change, business tax revenue will
decrease by $264. Thus, not even
counting the 3% increase, total Village
tax revenues will increase by $2,042
this year.
This public consultation on the
budget was the sixth stage in the
budget process. Council will review
the draft and consider potential
changes before introducing and
adopting the financial bylaw.

Slocan draft five-year
financial plan presented

peace. I think media can be the greatest
force for peace, but it’s all too often
wielded as a weapon of war. That’s why
we have to take the media back.”
Goodman described the role
the mainstream media played to
“manufacture consent” for the Iraq war.
About half of the mainstream media
outlets in the US were against the
war before General Powell made his
‘weapons of mass destruction’ speech.
After the speech, only 3 out of 400 media
outlets were against the war. “That is
no longer mainstream media. That’s an
extreme media beating the drum of war,”
she said. “Those who care about racial
justice, economic justice, social justice
are not the fringe minority – they’re not
even the silent majority – but the silenced
majority of the corporate media.”
Goodman recounted her experience
covering the protest at Standing Rock
to illustrate the good the media can do
when it “focuses its spotlight in the
right direction.” When the bulldozer
showed up to destroy Native American

burial sites to make way for the Dakota
Access Pipeline, Goodman and her
team filmed the people standing their
ground, and the guards unleashing dogs
on them. An image of a dog with its
mouth dripping with Native American
blood was uploaded to Facebook and
had 14 million views. A warrant went
out for Goodman’s arrest, but the charges
against her and against most of the
Native Americans were dropped because
of the international attention the story
was getting.
Goodman emphasized the message
of hope, pointing to the huge resistance
to Donald Trump since his election as
president of the US. “It is nothing less
than remarkable. We have never seen
anything like this before,” she said.
Thousands came out to protest his
first ‘Muslim Ban’ order, and millions
of women and their supporters joined
marches across the country the day after
his inauguration to show their outrage
at the election of a man who had been
caught on video describing how he

Register and Vote
Tuesday May 9th

You must be a BC Resident of 6 months
You’ll need one of:
• BC Drivers License OR
• Last 6 digits of your SIN OR
• Last 6 digits of your BC Personal Health #
OR
• BC ID card
Committee for Better Democracy

sexually assaulted women.
“Any time you lose hope, you do not
achieve democracy. You have to fight for
it. Every day, the abolition movement,
the environmental movement, the racial
movement, the justice movement, the
gay and lesbian rights movement, the
Black Lives Matter movement, the antiwar movement… all of these movements
make our countries great and these are
the movements that must be covered in
the press,” she said.
The event was part of Selkirk
College’s Mir Centre for Peace Lecture
Series, and was co-sponsored by the Mir
Centre and Kootenay Co-op Radio.

Expect Bicycles

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)
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Nelson forum highlights community energy co-ops and investment
by Art Joyce
One message was clear at a forum
on community investment held at the
Nelson Chamber of Commerce the
evening of April 6: governments aren’t
going to get us off fossil fuels, so we
have to do it ourselves.
The Creating the New Energy
Economy forum was hosted by
Madeleine McKay and Laura Sacks
of the Citizens’ Climate Lobby. Guest
speakers included Eden Yesh of the
Creston and District Community
Investment Co-op (CDCIC), Janis
Ashworth, general manager of the
Ottawa Renewable Energy Co-op,
Alison Evan of the West Kootenay
EcoSociety, and Trish Dehnel of the
Accelerate Kootenays project.
McKay said that at a previous
forum, sustainability author Tom Rand
had made the point that continued
investment in fossil fuels will actually

Carpenter Creek Last
Wishes Society
AGM @ 6:30 pm.
May 11 in Knox Hall

To be followed with a presentation
by Dr. Burkholder on Medical
Assistance in Dying.
Everyone welcome.

lead us away from prosperity. With
typical utilities, Ashworth said, “some
studies show up to 80 cents of every
energy dollar goes out of the community.
Every dollar spent on community power
projects results in over two dollars in
local economic activity.”
Sacks cited Clean Energy Canada,
which says the costs of sustainable
energy are making the renewables
revolution inevitable, with costs
projected to keep dropping. “If we’re
going to address climate change the
jobs issue needs to be addressed,” she
added, noting that 6.7 million people
worked in clean energy worldwide in
2015. In 2016, China installed enough
solar panels to cover three soccer fields
every hour.
Janis Ashworth was Skyped in
from Ottawa. She spoke about Ontario’s
renewable energy co-op sector, which
has only existed since 2009. That was
the year the BC Green Energy Act was
passed, with the goal of avoiding having
to build any new nuclear or coal-fired
energy plants. The act created a feed-in
tariff (FIT) program with guaranteed
rates for domestic energy producers tied
to the grid. The program ends this year
and will be replaced by a net metering
incentive. Ontario is now a leader in
Canada but still only generates 2% of
its power from clean energy. Germany
generates 50% of its energy from
renewables. The Ontario community

Rise up you voters
You’ve got the tools
Voting determines
Who makes the rules.

Committee for Better
Democracy

power sector will drive an estimated
$5.2 million of additional economic
activity over the life of its current FIT
contracts.
Worldwide, almost 50% of
renewable energy is generated by
community co-ops. Since 2010, over
8,000 Ontarians have become energy
co-op members. The Ottawa Renewable
Energy Co-op has raised more than
$100 million in community capital
shares and bonds, managing $150
million in assets. More than $9 million
per year in dividends is returned to
investors and that amount is expected
to triple. The Ottawa co-op favours
community-scale, locally owned
projects and indigenous communities.
Typical project scale has been up to
500 kilowatts in solar and up to 10
megawatts for wind generation. (The
largest energy co-op internationally, in
Copenhagen, produces 80 megawatts.)
The Federation of Community Power
Cooperatives (FCPC) is working with
high schools and communities across
Canada on energy efficiency retrofits,
geothermal and district heating, urban
agriculture, and hydrogen for public
transit. “They’re looking for ways to
encourage investment and development
of energy storage technologies,”
Ashworth said.
Eden Yesh was involved in the
launch of BC’s first community
investment co-op in Creston and is
available to assist other communities
do the same. He explained that with

energy, the trend now is away from
globalization and centralization and
back toward community again. “It’s
not protectionist, it’s just that you have
faster feedback loops compared to a
globalized economy. You know right
away when you’re harming people
through poor wages or damaging the
local ecology.” Yesh pointed out that
just 60-100 years ago, the Kootenays
were a net food exporter, while we now
import the majority of our food, adding
to the overall carbon footprint driving
climate change.
An essential tool in turning the
situation around is to have communities
investing in themselves. The fastest
growing trend in the investment sector
is socially responsible funds, health
and well-being, renewable energy, food
sustainability, and affordable housing.
Rural residents in BC invested over $1.2
billion in RRSP funds in 2013 yet almost
100% of it leaves the province. “How
can we bring 1-5% of our portfolio
investments back to our local economy?
We’d like to see families investing in
and able to stay in our communities in
the Kootenays.” The CDCIC, although
still small at 107 members, is currently
the largest community investment
co-op in Western Canada. It lends
to businesses that contribute to local
economic sustainability as well as
renewable energy projects. Yesh pointed
out that Zoe Creighton of the Upper
Columbia Cooperative Council is also
available for guidance.

Alison Evan spoke of the West
Kootenay EcoSociety’s 100%
Renewable Kootenays campaign,
which seeks to have one-third of West
Kootenay residents sign a petition
mandating their local governments
to set a target of 100% renewable
energy by 2050. The City of Victoria
has already adopted that goal, with
Vancouver mandated to become
Canada’s “greenest city” by 2020.
That can include many initiatives – remapping our transit systems for more
rural coverage, creating more urban bike
lanes, more electric vehicle (EV) plugins, re-training for tradespeople, and
upgrading building codes. Evan said
the campaign since starting last summer
has acquired 2,045 signatures in Nelson
plus another 1,093 from outside the city,
bringing it close to its goal.
Trish Dehnel, Community Relations
Manager and Carbon Neutral Specialist
with the BC Community Energy
Association, closed the evening with
an exciting announcement. “Just today,
we launched Accelerate Kootenays, a
network of charging stations for EVs.”
(See separate article.) Dehnel explained
that under the BC Climate Action
Charter, participating communities
reaching carbon neutral goals get their
carbon taxes back, subject to meeting
certain conditions. All of the RDCK
municipalities have signed on and the
Regional District has received funding
from FortisBC to hire a senior energy
planner this year.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Slocan Council had to make
some hard decisions when they
received $69,380.50 of Community
Initiatives Program Grant requests
and had only $34,414 to allocate.
Under special scrutiny were
the two largest requests: the Royal
Canadian Legion Slocan Branch
276 request for $19,741 for repairs
to the Slocan Legion Hall and
the Spirit of Slocan’s request for
$10,000 to landscape the cenotaph.
Mayor Lunn noted that the Legion’s
request for funds was close to twothirds of the year’s CIP budget.
She also said that over three years
the Legion had received half to
two-thirds of the CIP grant funds.
Councillor Joel Pelletier asked if it
was appropriate to use CIP funds
on a Village-owned building and
whether the Village could find funds
in its own budget or elsewhere.
Mayor Jessica Lunn suggested the
Legion could apply for a $5,000
grant from Fortis. CAO Michelle
Gordon said $40,000 had been
allocated in this year’s Village
budget for repairing the Legion
roof. She said if the roof project
comes in under-budget, council
could consider using some of the
surplus for other Hall repairs.
Council decided to award the
Legion $6,202 from the CIP. The
Spirit of Slocan’s Cenotaph Project
however got the $10,000 it had
requested. This is the first year the
SOS has been funded.
Other groups that got full
funding were: Slocan Valley
Historical Society: Slocan Cemetery

Japanese-Canadian Internment
Buddhist Memorial Refurbishment
Project ($3,413); Technical Rescue
Society Slocan & District: Rescue
Equipment ($2,000); Slocan
Valley Heritage Trail Society:
Slocan Valley Rail Trail Southern
Storage Building Project ($1,000);
BC SPCA—Nelson Branch: Spay
Neuter Initiative ($1,000); Stepping
Stones for Success: Stepping
Stones Emergency Shelter 2017
($500); West Kootenay Women’s
Association: Girls Empowerment
Movement ($299); and Kootenay
Writers Society: Kootenay Literary
Competition 2018 ($100).
Two requests that received
partial funding were debated
vigorously. Several councillors felt
it was time to wean the Unity Fest
off funding, that they got enough
Village support in staff time and
free use of the beach for their site.
Councillor Jean Patterson asked
why the group wasn’t funded by the
RDCK. Mayor Lunn argued that the
festival was an economic benefit to
the community. Their advertising
promoted the Village and the festival
provided a venue for local artists.
The Slocan Valley Cultural Alliance
had requested $4,900 for the Unity
Fest. In the end, council agreed to
Lunn’s proposal to grant $2,000 to
the festival.
The Slocan Valley Outriders
Association request for $4,999 for
an Equine Health workshop was
another short-term event that some
councillors felt questionable to fund.
Mayor Lunn again swayed council
by pointing to economic benefits

for the Village. Council agreed to
provide a $1,000 grant.
Other groups besides the Legion
that received partial funding were
WEGCSS: Slocan Valley Girls and
Boys Groups (requested $4,999,
received $3,000); Slocan Community
Library: Library Improvements
2017 & Collection Development
(requested $3,000, received $2,500);
White Pines Akido Association:
Akido Children’s Bursary/Dojo
Signage (requested $800, received
$500); Rise Above Pain Society:
Integrative Chronic Pain Self
Management Program (requested
$1,000, received $500); Kootenay
Literary Society: Elephant Mountain
Literary Festival (requested $500,
received $400).
Only three groups based in
Slocan received no funding: the
Fitness Centre for an upgrade,
WEGSCC for a computer lab
upgrade, and the Slocan Waterfront
Restoration & Development Society
for web design. Council realized that
due to a mix-up in record-keeping,
surplus funds from the Fitness Centre
had been kept by the Village but not
allocated back to the Centre. The
Fitness Centre can now dip into this
$8,000 so does not need a grant. As
for the computer lab, councillors felt
funds for this project could be found
from grantors outside the Village.
The Slocan Waterfront Restoration
& Development Society’s proposal
for funding for a website was deemed
premature. Councillor Madeleine
Perriere pointed out, “We have not
resolved absolutely anything about
the waterfront.”

Slocan council awards CBT Community Initiatives grants

SLOCAN VALLEY

April 20, 2017 The Valley Voice

9

Silverton council, April 11: Two proposals for high-speed internet backbone in the Slocan Valley
by Jan McMurray
• Council was asked for letters of
support for two separate but similar
high-speed internet projects for the
Slocan Valley. Both project proponents
are seeking funds from the federal
Connect to Innovate program, and
each requested a letter of support to
accompany their application. After
much discussion, council agreed to
provide both letters of support, and
leave it up to the federal granting
agency to evaluate the projects and
make the decisions.
The first request was from
the Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation (CBBC), a subsidiary of
CBT. CBBC has been working with
internet service providers throughout
the Basin to submit an application
to the federal Connect to Innovate
funding program. The request for the
letter of support came in by email, and
council had very few details about the
project. Council agreed to provide
the letter of support “for funding
for eligible backbone connection
infrastructure.”
The second request came from a
partnership between Red Mountain
Internet Society (RMIS) and Kootenay
Open Network Alliance (KONA).
RMIS representative Larry Lavan and
KONA representative Devin Lindsay
were present at the meeting to answer
questions, and they submitted a letter
to council that provided some details.
Their letter explains that their project
will establish a fibre backbone in
the Slocan Valley, connecting both
TransCanada networks on Hwy 3A at
Castlegar and on Hwy 1 at Revelstoke,
as well as regional and local networks.
The project involves laying fibre-optic
cable in the waterways and along the
rail trails, with break-out points for

access in the communities along the
way, including points of presence at
each of the Village offices. The letter
states: “Our 10 Gigabit + uncapped
low cost fibre network backbone will
attract positive growth in all sectors. It
will be available to everyone, including
Villages and service providers in the
Slocan. The key here is the cost to end
users will be very low and there will
be no tier pricing.”
Mayor Clarke told the Valley
Voice in an interview after the council
meeting that Silverton council wants
to empower any agency to bring
reliable high-speed internet to the
area. “It’s also heartening to see that
we’ve got a couple of agencies now
communicating and working together,
and we feel this is a result of having all
these internet discussions recently.”
• Council endorsed Councillor
Main to stand for election on the
Federation of Canadian Municipality’s
board of directors for the term from
June 2017 to June 2018. Main has
been on the FCM board for two terms.
As in the previous two years, council
supports her nomination, and she seeks
sponsorship from the RDCK so her
expenses related to the position are
covered by the Regional District.
• Council referred to the May
council meeting the request from the
Slocan Valley Economic Development
Commission for a letter of support
to apply for Rural Dividend funds to
further the Slocan Valley Economic
Development project.
• Mayor Clarke will participate
in New Denver May Days events as
requested.
• Council is interested in having
the Village office as a venue for the Art
Walk. Staff will look into this further.
• Council agreed to proclaim May

as MS Awareness Month in the Village
of Silverton.
• The RCMP quarterly report for
January through March was received.
There were 117 calls for service, down
slightly from 119 in the same period
last year. The number of incidents in
most crime categories was down, but
the number of domestic violence files
climbed to seven from one in the first
quarter of 2016.
• Mayor Clarke’s report included
information about the Regional
Alliance for Rural Health, “a group of
academic and health partners who are
coming together to improve rural health
and well-being” in the Interior Health
region. The group intends to establish
a regional alliance for health applied
research collaboration that engages
rural communities. RDCK Director
Garry Jackman will likely participate
in the alliance as the representive for
the Kootenay Boundary region.
• Councillor Main reported
on the Watershed Governance and
Management Workshop hosted in
Silverton on April 10. Participants
included the Villages of New Denver
and Silverton, Area H, Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society, SWAMP, Red
Mountain Residents’ Association,
Interfor and SIFCo. The group
identified potable water and bull
trout spawning grounds as the most
important values that need protection
in the Silverton Creek watershed. The
group will be looking into establishing
a Wildlife Habitat Area to protect the
spawning grounds.
• Councillor Arlene Yofonoff
reported that the new Chamber board of
directors is: Jan McMurray, president;
Janice Gustafson, vice-president; Colin
Moss, secretary-treasurer; Clarence
den Bok, Devin Lindsay, Ken Couston,

by Jan McMurray
Red Mountain Internet Society will
be purchasing and installing upgraded
radios for its wireless internet customers,
thanks to a $15,600 grant from the
provincial Connecting British Columbia
program. RMIS and the Regional
District of Central Kootenay will also
contribute to the project for a total
investment of $31,825.
The project benefits nearly 80
residences and businesses in the North
Slocan Valley, from Red Mountain Road
to Hills, and builds on the society’s
backhaul and tower upgrade in 2016.

Connecting British Columbia is a
multi-year grant program funded by the
Province and administered by Northern
Development Initiative Trust, to support
new and upgraded backbone and lastmile infrastructure projects in rural and
remote communities in BC to drive
innovation, regional growth and the
creation of new jobs. The program can
be used for new internet connections and
to upgrade existing internet connections,
for local internet infrastructure builds
and for new pathways.
As part of its Rural Economic
Development Strategy, the Province

recently announced a further investment
of $40 million to the Connecting
British Columbia program for a
total of $50 million, to help regional
internet service providers, Aboriginal
organizations, local governments,
and other organizations to expand
or enhance internet connectivity in
currently unconnected and underserved
areas of BC.
This additional funding aligns with
the Province’s #BCTECH Strategy to
bring the province closer to 100% highspeed connectivity and help eligible BCbased internet service providers leverage
the new federal $500 million Connect to
Innovate program to maximize funding
available for rural connectivity projects.

by Jan McMurray
The school bus serving Lucerne
School will have a longer route starting
next year, travelling to the south end
of Red Mountain Road. The board of
education made this decision at its April
meeting, after a group of parents living
south of Silverton made the request at
the March meeting. They told the board
there were 13 school-age children living
south of Silverton, and five currently
attend Lucerne. If there is bus service,
there could be as many as 11 attending
Lucerne next year. “When I spoke to
the parents of the other children who
were home schooled they said that they

would seriously reconsider sending their
children to school at Lucerne if there was
bus service,” she said.
Superintendent Terry Taylor
reports that there will be an additional
cost of about $8,500 for the extended
run. However, the school district will
no longer need to pay transportation
assistance to the Red Mountain and
Enterprise Creek parents, saving the
school about $4,500 a year. The net cost
is about $4,000, and provides increased
hours to the local CUPE bus driver.
Taylor said the district will monitor
ridership and review the decision in the
2017-18 school year.

Red Mountain Internet Society to upgrade customer radios

Lucerne school bus route to be
extended next year

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Steve Deakoff, Leanne Robson, and
Maisie Brekke.
• The old playground equipment
was scheduled to be removed by
April 20, and the new equipment is
anticipated to be installed starting the
first week of May. Safety surface work
will take place from late May into June.
The project is hoped to be completed
by mid-June.
• Tendering documents are being
produced for the water project, and
construction is expected to take place
June through August.
• The Village’s Canada 150
grant application for $75,000 for the
Silverton Gallery project was denied.
So far, the Village has received $47,250
for the project from the Rural Dividend
Fund. Additional funding is being
pursued.
• The Memorial Hall’s projector
system has been upgraded.
• The five-year financial plan was
adopted. Silverton’s 2017 budget is
$1,459,901, and $139,455 of that is tax

dollars. The largest part of the revenue
is coming from the $388,999 grant for
the water project, which will cost a
total of $468,675.

“Spirit of
Slocan Parade
of Garage
Sales”
Saturday, April 22
9:00 am- 2:00 pm
Plan for a funfilled day hunting
for treasures and
exploring our
village!

SLOCAN VALLEY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
2017 meeting schedule
Wed. June 7 at 7 pm South Valley,
Crescent Valley Hall
Wed. Oct. 11 at 6:30 pm Silverton,
Fire Hall Meeting Room
Wed. Nov. 8 at 6 pm Slocan,
Village Council Chambers
-unless posted otherwise.

All meetings are open to the public.
For more information: 250-226-0064/ slocanvalleyedc@gmail.com
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Facilities Plan update meeting held at Jewett School
by Jan McMurray
School District 8 representatives
held a meeting at Jewett School on
April 13 to update the community on the
district’s Facility Plan. Only a handful
of parents came out this year, a marked
contrast to last year’s huge attendance.
Secretary-Treasurer Kim Morris
gave a presentation at the April 13 update
meeting, starting with the background.
In April last year, the district
proposed the closure of Jewett School in
the draft plan. This was not well received
by the community. Then in June, the
Ministry of Education announced the
Rural Education Enhancement Fund
(REEF) to help keep rural schools open.
SD8 applied for the REEF funding for
Jewett, and $46,947 was approved –
this is how much the school district
would save if the school were closed.
The funding will be released to the
school district for the 2017-18 school
year, which is the year the district had
proposed to close the school.
The district will receive $404,000 in
REEF funds overall – $46,947 to keep
Jewett School open, and $357,677 to
keep Winlaw School open. Morris said
the funding was being made available
to preserve schools in small rural
communities where students would be
displaced if the school closed. The funds
can only be used for operating costs.
They are not available in cases where
the school is in poor condition and would
be closed anyways. Last July, the board
agreed to keep Jewett open until the
REEF funding ceases, and to “continue
exploring options for transfer of title
or financial burden” while maintaining
K-5 educational programming in the
community.
Area D Director Watson asked for
clarification on the “transfer of title
or financial burden” language in the
board’s motion. Morris explained that
in Creston, the district posted a Request
for Expressions of Interest on BC Bid
calling for a minimum bid of $500,000
to transfer title of the building, or a bid
of at least $70,000 a year to share the
building. Trustee Dawn Lang said the
board didn’t want to lose expressions
of interest that came forward, i.e. the
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community buying the building. “We
wanted to ensure there was a process
for this,” she said.
Also last year, Area D Director
Aimee Watson offered a $50,000
RDCK grant. The district submitted an
application under the wrong granting
stream last year, but now know to apply
under the Community Works Fund. The
superintendent is reaching out to the
community in search of people to apply
for the grant. Director Watson said that
the Community Works Fund has specific
criteria, so the district would have to be
looking at projects that would result in

energy savings, or green energy projects,
or recreation projects.
Enrolment at Jewett School is
nine students this year. The district had
projected 13. Next year, the district
expects 10 students.
Morris showed graphs to illustrate
the Facility Condition Index and
deferred maintenance costs of the school.
“Without a major capital injection, the
building gets more and more expensive,
and deferred maintenance increases
without capital funding,” she said.
The district’s next steps are to apply
for the RDCK Community Works grant,

monitor 2017-18 and future enrolment,
continue to accept the REEF funds and
continue to explore options to maintain
a stable K-5 education program in the
community. Morris said the district
also wants the school’s Strong Start
enrolment numbers, as community
members pointed out last year that
Strong Start numbers should be included
in the ministry’s calculations around
school utilization. “Encourage parents
to regiser,” she said.
On October 11, the district allocated
$711,000 of its $1.4 million surplus to
the implementation of the Facilities Plan.

Priority projects include expansion of
Salmo Secondary to a K-12, Blewett
Elementary expansion, and replacement
of South Nelson on the Trafalgar School
property. Morris added that the supreme
court decision in favour of the BC
Teachers’ Federation may affect the
Facilities Plan, because the number of
classrooms could be impacted.
Trustee Dawn Lang thanked
everyone for attending. “We’ve come
through the rough bit and now we can
plan together,” she said. “Hopefully we
can keep this forward momentum. It
feels a little gentler now.”

by Jan McMurray
There’s now an opportunity to
hunt for treasures in Kaslo six days a
week. Jim Clark and Cindy Fawcett
have opened up The Treasure Hut, a
second hand and consignment store
with a little bit of everything.
Furniture, house wares, knick
knacks, electronics, clothing, books,
jewellery, local art, costumes, festival
clothing, and Steam Punk items are all
available at the new store.
“I am passionate about helping
people and this is something I think is
really needed in town,” said Jim.
Cindy runs the consignment
section of the store, called ‘Rise
Again.’ She says she got the idea for
consignment sales when she noticed
a lot of people posting their wares on
buy and sell websites. “They are not
wanting to give things away – they
want to put money into their pocket,”
she said. When she asked people on
Facebook if they would support a
consignment store, she got a big and
positive response. Two days later, she
met Jim in person, and he asked her if
she wanted to partner with him on the
Treasure Hut venture.
“I was needing a change, and
this is working for me! It’s a positive
project for everybody,” Cindy said.
Cindy was a Care Aide living in
Surrey with her two children before
moving to Kaslo two years ago. She
first moved to Winlaw, where her

friend lives, but fell in love with Kaslo
on a day trip. She found a house to
rent the same day, and now some of
her family members have moved to
Kaslo, too.
Jim comes to Kaslo from
Vancouver. He was sick of the city, and
his friend in Kaslo was encouraging
him to move there. Two years ago,
he sold everything and came to Kaslo
on a bus. He started up a building and
property maintenance business called
Chore Boys, and now has opened
Happy Jim’s Treasure Hut. “I couldn’t
be a happier guy right now, hence
Happy Jim’s Treasure Hut. I found my
paradise and I’m here to stay.”
Once a month, the store will hold
a Customer Appreciation Day. On the
Saturday of the Easter weekend, Jim
and Cindy served free hotdogs and
drinks, and local musicians performed.

The store is open Tuesday through
Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm. Give

them a call (250-353-2488) if you
have goods to consign, sell, or donate.

The Treasure Hut now open in Kaslo

Second hand treasures
Furniture, clothing,
housewares, etc.
311 Fourth Street
(Beside the Pennywise)

250-353-2488

Jim Clark and Cindy Fawcett have opened up The Treasure Hut, a second hand and
consignment store with a little bit of everything.

Kaslo Sourdough, universities to study benefits of pasta
by Katrine Campbell
Is sourdough pasta better than the
regular stuff? Instead of relying on
anecdotal evidence, Kaslo Sourdough
Pasta is joining forces with two
universities to find out.
General Manager Heidi Lettrari
says the company is undertaking a yearlong research project in collaboration
with Dr. Jane Shearer at the University
of Calgary, and researchers at the
University of British Columbia. Funding
is shared between Kaslo Sourdough, U
of C, and the Government of Canada and
British Columbia through the Growing
Forward 2 program.
‘Exploiting the Health Benefits
of a Novel Sourdough Fermented
Pasta’ will compare the blood glucose
responses after participants eat Kaslo
Sourdough’s pasta, and the same portion

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

of unfermented pasta.
The research will test the idea that
fermented pastas have lower blood
glucose responses (no spike) when
compared to regular pastas. It will also
explore whether there is a benefit to
the gut microbiome of people who eat
fermented pastas.
If the results are positive, it will
be good news for those with digestive
problems, Lettrari says.
“Blood glucose responses are
important for a number of people,
especially those with diabetes, and
having a healthy gut microbiome has
myriad benefits for overall digestion.
Kaslo Sourdough hopes that this
study will show something about how
important it is to ferment your grains
before consuming them, similar to the
research that has shown the positive
difference that sourdough bread makes
for these measures as well.”
She adds that the sourdough culture
also brings out the flavour of the different
flours they use, including quinoa, millet
and hemp in addition to wheat.
Kaslo Sourdough, which has been

producing the pasta for four years,
initiated the study following feedback
from customers with gluten intolerance,
allergies to wheat, irritable bowel
syndrome and other digestive ailments
who said they could more easily digest
its products.
“There are research projects that
substantiate the health benefits of
sourdough bread,” Lettrari said, “but
being an innovative new product –
sourdough pasta – we will be the first
to research and study this.”
Production of sourdough pasta
includes a natural culture to ferment the
flours. Current research, said Lettrari,
shows that sourdough bread ranks
the lowest on the glycemic index,
meaning it releases more slowly into the
bloodstream than other types of bread.
“If the research results are positive,
we will be reaching out to current
customers, retailers, industry partners
to share the results of the study. Already,
the people who purchase our pastas are
looking for a healthier alternative to
conventional pasta,” she said. “We will
also design a specific marketing strategy
to reach out to folks who would most
benefit knowing about these results:
those who have diabetes or are prediabetic, or who want to make healthier
food choices.”
Otherwise, she said, Kaslo
Sourdough will continue to follow its
slow growth strategy, expanding in a
sustainable and manageable way. The
company, which has eight employees,
exports to health food stores and grocery
stores across Western Canada, from
British Columbia to Manitoba.
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Accelerate Kootenays opens electric vehicle charging network
by Art Joyce
Kootenay residents always knew
we were ahead of the curve. Now
there’s even more proof: the $1.5
million electric vehicle (EV) charging
network launched at a ceremony in
Cranbrook on April 6.
The Accelerate Kootenays
project, upon completion by mid
2018, will include 13 fast charging
stations and 40 level 2 slow-charging
stations across the East and West
Kootenay. It’s Canada’s first regional
and community-driven EV strategy,
with the first fast charging station now
open in Cranbrook.
EV charging stations in the Slocan
Valley will be located at Nakusp, New
Denver, Slocan and Crescent Valley,
with further stations at Revelstoke,
Kaslo, Balfour and Crawford Bay.
This will effectively close the gap that
has existed since EV stations were
installed last year on Highways 1 and
97 to the west coast, connecting over
1,800 kilometres of roads. According
to Trish Dehnel of the BC Community
Energy Association, the sites for the
valley stations aren’t finalized yet, but
the goal is to have them on municipal,
regional or provincially owned land.
Unlike the Tesla EV charging
stations, which require a proprietary
plug, the Accelerate Kootenays
network will use universal plug-ins.
Tesla owners can use them as long
as they have adaptors. Fast charging
stations allow a vehicle to charge
from zero to 80% in approximately

20 minutes. Level 2 charging stations
take four to six hours to reach a similar
charge capacity. These will be owned
by the site host, usually the local
government. Ongoing operations costs
and maintenance for level 2 stations
is minimal, and electrical issues can
be addressed by local electricians.
The fast charging stations will be
owned and operated by BC Hydro
and Powertech Labs, a subsidiary of
BC Hydro, or FortisBC. According to
the project team, “These are relatively
expensive pieces of equipment that
require high-voltage power, and are
best suited to be owned and operated
by a utility. Utility ownership removes
the burden of replacement costs and
operations and maintenance from the
small communities in our region.”
EV drivers will pay to use fast
charging stations, $10 per hour at
the Cranbrook station. Accelerate
Kootenays is asking site hosts to
provide free charging at level 2
stations for the first two to three years
to help speed up EV adoption. “The
cost of charging a Nissan Leaf at a
level 2 station is approximately 50
cents an hour,” says Dehnel, “and we
expect that drivers who are stopped
to charge will spend significantly
more in the community at shops
and restaurants. This is as much an
opportunity for tourism and economic
development as it is an opportunity to
work towards our local climate goals.”
At current BC Hydro rates, a
Nissan Leaf can go 100 kilometres

for $3 in charging costs, far cheaper
than even the most efficient gasolinepowered vehicle.
Highway 3 Mayors’ and Chairs’
Coalition Chair Lawrence Chernoff
emphasized the importance of local
input to the project. “We’ve really
harnessed local knowledge and
regional assets in this project to create
a charging network that addresses the
driving challenges we face here in the
Kootenays: mountain ranges, extreme
weather, and long distances between
communities.”
“What makes this project so special
is not just the $1.5 million dollars
and hours of strategy development
that’s been committed between all
of these partners, or the fact that
it is the first community-driven
electric vehicle charging network in
Canada, and to my knowledge, in
North America,” says Dehnel. “What
makes this project so special is that
it embodies the characteristics that
define the Kootenays, the people that
live here and the future that we share.
Those characteristics are innovation,
tenacity, collaboration and just pure
hard work.”
The project is funded through
in-kind and financial contributions
from the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities, Columbia Basin Trust,
Ministry of Energy and Mines, BC
Hydro, Powertech Labs, FortisBC and
the three Kootenay Regional Districts.
It is facilitated by the Community
Energy Association.

A network of electric vehicle charging stations is planned for the Kootenays.

SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212
FAX: 250-226-7351

The launch ceremony in
Cranbrook was attended by Minister
of Energy and Mines Bill Bennett,
Powertech Labs CEO Raymond
Lings, CBT President and CEO
Johnny Strilaeff, CBT Board Chair
Rick Jensen, RDEK Chair Rob
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Gay, and FortisBC executive vicepresident Roger Dall’Antonia. The
event began with a welcome from
Kathryn Teneese, Council Chair of
the Ktunaxa Nation, and a statement
from Danielle Cardozo, Acting Mayor
of Cranbrook.

12

NOBUYOSHI
(NOBBY)
HAYASHI

COMMUNITY

The Valley Voice April 20, 2017

It is with great sorrow that the family
of Nobuyoshi (fondly known as
Nobby) Hayashi announce his
passing on April 1, 2017 at the age
of 89.
Born March 8,1928 in Vancouver, BC and long-time resident New Denver, BC
Nobby was a devoted Dad, Grampa, Great-Grampa, Uncle and Great Uncle.
Nobby was well known by all. His countless hours of volunteering and giving
tours at the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre, also his great love of baseball.   
Whether it be a visit around the campfire, conversing on the street or people
he met on one of his tours; he always shared and educated us with his stories
speaking from his heart of his life experiences.
He was a gentle soul, and will be sadly missed and remembered by all who
came to know him.
Nobby is survived by his 4 children: Tom (Suzanne), Brenda (Calvin), Bonnie
(Glen), Valerie (Kevin), 10 Grandchildren, 7 Great Grandchildren, 3 brothers,
numerous nieces and nephews. Predeceased by his parents, 2 brothers
and sister.

The community came out in large numbers to say farewell to long-time New Denver residents Trevor and Sheila Harrop at a going away party at the Apple
Tree on April 10. Trevor and Sheila are moving to Salt Spring Island, where they will be near many family members. We will miss you, Trevor and Sheila!

The family would like to extend our gratitude to those who added joy to
Dad’s life and to each and everyone of you in the community for showing
such kindness.
A Celebration of Life
April 22, 2017 at 1pm
Bosun Hall
New Denver, BC
Memorial Donations in honour of Dad can be made to the Heart & Stroke
Foundation or Canadian Diabetes Association
Jan Watson (Janet Mary Nicholson)
passed away peacefully on Sunday,
March 19th, 2017 at the age of 65 at
the Arrow Lakes Hospital in Nakusp,
BC. She was born on June 16th,
1951 in Calgary, AB to Howard and
Jean Nicholson. Born to a military
family, she and her 8 siblings were
accustomed to moving to many cities
within Canada. However, Nakusp
became her home for nearly 40
years after moving to the area in
1980. She enjoyed a full career as a paralegal and part owner of the Kenneth
R. Watson Law Corporation located in downtown Nakusp.
Jan lived life to the fullest. She was an avid golfer and squash player. She
enjoyed fishing, camping and hiking. She was a skier, snowboarder and
even learned to scuba dive. The outdoors and athletic activities were her
passions. She also loved gardening, cooking, canning, and learning about nutrition and alternative medicines such as essential oils and homeopathy. She
deeply loved her pets having numerous cats and dogs in her home over the
years. Her favourite times of the year were spring and summer when she
revelled in the beauty of Nakusp and the surrounding area.

The entrance to the marina in New Denver is being dredged and boats will now be able to get in and out without hitting bottom at low water. An
archaeologist on site, looking for First Nations artifacts in the dredged material, said nothing had turned up.

Kootenay Gold at Mama Sita’s
submitted
A sparkling new exhibit will
grace the walls of Mama Sita’s Café
in downtown Winlaw throughout
the month of May. You can enjoy
the paintings and chat with the artist,
Evelyn Kirkaldy, on Tuesday May 2
from 6 to 9 pm.
Kirkaldy is well known in the
Kootenays for her acrylic landscape

paintings, where drips, dots and
spatters mingle to express light,
colour and movement all at the
same time. Spontaneity and a deep
connection with the natural world are
fundamental to her creativity.
In this new work, Kirkaldy has
been investigating new methods
of approaching her paintings and
exploring the relationships created

when hard edge with fluid shapes,
form, texture, symbology, and subject
matter are combined. The integration
of inorganic metallic painting media
into her popular loose, dribbled
organic painting technique, might
represent the complicated realities
of living in our local Kootenay
communities.
Kirkaldy combines elements that
may seem to be at odds – the natural
versus industrial worlds, the organic
and inorganic – to create a treasury
of sparkling visuals.

Jan is survived by her mother, Jean Nicholson, sisters Kit (Hal) Hallaran,
Sheila (Bill) Simpson, Joan (George) Guindon, Julie (Dave) Domijan, and
Lisa Schenkey, and by her brother; Graham (Tracy) Nicholson. She is also
survived by many nieces, nephews and great-nieces and nephews all of
whom reside within the Great Vancouver area and on the West Coast. She
is predeceased by her father, Howard, and her brothers Scott and Ross
Nicholson. Left to remember and love Jan are her three children: Leah (Geoff)
Skinner and their five children Gregory, Ryan, Kyle, Cameron and Zachary,
Jeff (Janine) Nellis and their three children Natasha, Matthew and Kody,
and Joe (Sara) Nellis and their three children; Mary, Emma and Carter and
her two step-daughters; Shannon Watson and Jen (Blair) Montguire. She
will also be fondly remembered by the many friends who came to know her
over the years. Special thanks to Sharon Maxfield and Bernie Zeleznik who
supported Jan and her pets through her final days.
In lieu of flowers, a donation to the local chapter of PALS (Protecting Animal
Life Society) located at P.O. Box 56, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 in Jan’s honour
would be appreciated. To honour Jan’s last wishes, a family gathering will
take place on the West Coast of British Columbia in July.

Hooked, by Evelyn Kirkaldy

COMMUNITY

April 20, 2017 The Valley Voice

Feeding Ourselves film premieres in Nelson
submitted
Over the past three years,
documentary filmmaker Lisa Safarik
has been exploring regional food
sovereignty with people involved
in food production in the West
Kootenays. The documentary Feeding
Ourselves weaves this exploration
together into a rich story of passion,
challenge and hope.
Feeding Ourselves features 15
farmers and producers from the Slocan
Valley, Meadow Creek, Nelson, Salmo
and Creston. Their stories reveal how
and why they are committed to local
agriculture and to their community.
Many of the people in the film
have transitioned from urban lifestyles
to embrace a rural livelihood. Some
refer to a sense of malaise with the
larger food system as well as the

general economic model it is situated
in.
“People are wanting to feel more
independent of a system that they
don’t understand,” says Madrone
Timothy Fenton, one of the farmers
featured in the film. These farmers and
producers speak of finding sustenance
and promise in focusing on the most
basic of human needs – producing
food. The film opens a window to the
experiences and motivations of these
people, imparting that which can best
be defined as an emerging culture
within agriculture.
The people presented in the
film have strong ideas and ideals
that they express fervently but also
choose to live by daily. Feeding
Ourselves shows their perspectives
and, more importantly, it enriches

submitted
With support from ‘Art Starts’,
Lucerne students in Grade 4/5/6
are working with Isaac Carter and
Icandy Films to produce a film
that looks at where our garbage,
recycling and compost really go.
Students have been learning about
how to manage waste and looking
at solutions to make the school more
efficient in terms of handling all the
food waste as well as paper waste.
The hope is that students will go
visit sites where our garbage and
recycling are sent to.
Not only are the students learning
about waste, they are also learning
how to make films. Everyone has had
a chance to make a one-minute film
to talk about how people can do their
part to lessen their carbon footprint.

The class has entered the
EnergyDiet Challenge 2017.
Students completed 25 energy
lessons, including learning about
phantom energy, how families can
help use less water, innovative ways
to create clean energy, looking at
transportation and what could help
our area.
Their most recent challenge was
the one-minute video. After much
debate the class chose the ‘Green
Robbers’. The contest involves
public votes; to help support this
group please go to the web site
energydiet.canadiangeographic.ca,
click on video gallery, scroll down
until you see the face of Cassandra
Qiu. Under her face you will see
fourfiftysix. Watch the one-minute
film and vote yes for Lucerne.

submitted
An arts-based program for girls
is coming to the Slocan Valley,
funded through the Nelson &
District Women’s Centre. The Girls’
Empowerment Movement (GEM)
program is a series of six Saturday
workshops for girls aged 10 to 13
to explore themes of friendships,
growing bodies, changing feelings,
self-expression, and personal power.
The program starts this Saturday and
there is still time to register.
Winlaw resident Raina Gardner
is the facilitator, and each session
she invites a guest presenter from the
community to share art, movement,
and outdoor activities.
Girls who are supported through
the adolescent rite of passage are
found to have higher self-esteem,

fewer risk-taking behaviours, and
more confidence as they transition
to young womanhood. This program
aims to provide girls with resources
to understand the issues they face
as tweens in today’s world. It also
fosters connections between girls
outside their regular peer groups,
which gives them the opportunity to
experience new perspectives.
The program will run at the
Slocan City Youth Centre from 10
am to 2 pm on Saturdays, April 22
to June 3 (excluding May 6).
The cost to families is $30 for
the whole program, and subsidies are
available. Registration is required and
is still open. For more information,
contact Raina Gardner by email:
gem@nelsonwomenscentre.com or
phone: 250-352-9949.

submitted
Two chip trucks collided on
Hwy 6 just south of Silverton and
one driver was taken to hospital with
minor injuries.
RCMP Cst Shawn Chetwynd
says the collision occurred just before
2 pm on April 12. The northbound
semi truck, pulling tandem trailers
was travelling down Silverton Hill
when the rear trailer lost traction,
crossed the centre line and struck
the southbound truck. The driver of

the southbound truck was taken to
the Slocan Lake Health Centre with
minor injuries while one truck and
a trailer were towed from the scene.
Hwy 6 was reduced to alternating
traffic until approximately 5 pm.
Police are continuing to
investigate the cause and no charges
have been laid at this time. Anyone
who witness the collision is asked
to phone the Slocan Lake RCMP
at 250-358-2222 and refer to file
number 2017-1516.

the conversation through which our
understanding of the people and local
farming is extended: those that help
feed our bodies can nourish our minds
and inspire us as well.
Feeding Ourselves will premiere
at the Civic Theatre in Nelson on

Monday, May 8 at 7 pm. Tickets are
$10, available at the door or in advance
at www.civictheatre.ca. There will be
food from local producers after the
show, compliments of the Kootenay
Co-op. For more information visit
www.feedingourselvesthemovie.com
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or on Facebook ‘Feeding Ourselves
Movie’.
Safarik acknowledges and
thanks the many farmers, producers
and advocates that have inspired,
supported, and been part of the process
of this film’s trajectory.

Where does it really go?

Girls’ Empowerment
Movement comes to Slocan

When trucks collide…

In co-operation with Dan Nicholson of the Valley Voice
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A mudslide came down onto the Slocan River back road south of Winlaw on Thursday, April 13, closing the road
and causing a power outage. A power pole was broken by trees that came down with the mud, cutting off power
to two customers for four hours. The road was closed until Friday, when it was opened to one-lane traffic around
the damaged section. The school bus has not been using the back road since April 3. A Ministry of Transportation
spokesperson reports that repair work will begin once the weather allows it. Meanwhile, crews are monitoring the site.

The 4-5-6 class at Lucerne School took advantage of a rare sunshine sighting and spent the morning in the school garden the other day.
A Kootenay Fibre Arts Event
Saddle Mountain Dental Clinic offers free check-ups for Dental Health Month
• Workshops
by Jan McMurray
on May 24 from 3 to 6 pm. People to find out how to be screened for
The Saddle Mountain Dental with low incomes and infrequent eligibility to the program.
• Demonstrations
Pendree says it’s important to
Clinic in Nakusp is celebrating dental visitors are encouraged to
Dental Health Month in May.
make an appointment. They’ll take have good overall dental health, as
Free dental check-ups are being 15-20 minutes and you’ll leave with gum disease has been linked to heart
• Displays
offered on May 4 from 2 to 5 pm, and a free toothbrush, toothpaste and disease, lung disease, and diabetes.
floss. The Arrow Lakes Hospital She gave six tips for good oral
• Market Place at Bosun Hall
Foundation has provided some health: Brush your teeth at least twice
funding to support these free check- a day with a fluoride toothpaste, floss
June 24 & 25, 2017
between your teeth daily, rinse using
up days.
A colouring contest is on now for an antiseptic mouthwash, eliminate
New Denver, BC
the kids. Enter to win a movie ticket tobacco use, eat healthy foods and

Website: fibrefeeliafest.ca

and some dental supplies. Just drop
into the office to pick up the sheet
and colouring paper. Two winners
will be announced on May 25 – one
in the 0-5 age category and one in the
5-12 category. Submit your finished
piece by May 25.
As a satellite West Kootenay
TEETH Clinic Society, Dr. Desandoli
and dental hygienist Ashley Pendree
can offer their services at a reduced
rate to low income individuals on
an ongoing basis. Contact the office

visit your dental hygienist regularly.
“The most common disease
among children is tooth decay,
and it’s entirely preventable!” says
Pendree. “Fifty-nine percent of
children and 95% of adults have
experienced tooth decay at some
point in their lives.”
Pendree says she prevents a lot
of tooth decay and gum disease as a
dental hygienist. “It’s empowering
to help people save their teeth,”
she says.
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Standing room only at April 10 Nakusp council budget meeting
by Claire Paradis
Representatives from five
delegations joined the general public,
filling the public gallery with about
30 people in the Emergency Services
Building for the April 10 Nakusp
council meeting.
• The Nakusp Rail Society was
the first to present their activities
over the past year and outline what’s
in the plans for 2017. Lighting, new
windows, signage and landscaping are
the next phase for the rail cars across
from the Nakusp beach.
• Outdoor Education instructor
Dorian Boswell presented his students’
proposal for a community climbing
wall. Students will partner with Youth
Society youth to do a feasibility study,
learning what it takes to get a climbing
wall with 24-hour card lock access
built in Nakusp. Boswell asked the
Village for a location for the wall and a
letter of support for pursuing funding.
• The NSS Gay-Straight Alliance
and the Options for Sexual Health
Clinic requested permission to paint
a rainbow crosswalk at the beach
crosswalk location in time for the July
1 celebrations. The sidewalk would
symbolize the community’s inclusion
of people of all sexual orientations,

Meet the new
boss

by Katrine Campbell
The Nakusp and Slocan Lake
RCMP detachments have a new NCO
in charge, replacing Constable Lee
Bellamy who has been holding the fort
since the departure of Corporal Jason
Burndred. Newly-minted corporal
Jaime Moffat arrived mid-March and
started work March 20.
The 15-year veteran, who grew
up in Sherwood Park, Alberta, has
worked in Tumbler Ridge, Dease Lake,
Kelowna, and Chilliwack. She chose
the Nakusp/ Slocan Lake posting partly
because it came with a promotion, but
also because she has “always loved
the Kootenay area; it was a good fit.”
Moffat’s focus is community
policing, she said. To her, community
policing and relationships mean a safe
community; issues of concern are
brought forward and everyone works
together to deal with them.
Asked how she spends her time
when she’s off duty, Moffat answered,
“Parenting.” She and her husband have
three children, aged three to 12, with
the two oldest attending school in
Nakusp and the youngest at home with
dad for the time being. As a family they
enjoy outdoor activities — camping
and kayaking and “the outdoors stuff.”

Jaime Moffat is the new corporal in charge of the
Nakusp and Slocan Lake RCMP detachments.

said Teresa Winbow-Weatherhead.
• NACFOR President Kathy
Smith presented the Community
Forest’s 2016 Year in Review, which
gave an overview of operations,
management, trail development,
community contributions and
programs, and governance. Smith
also outlined the key directions and
initiatives looking forward into 2017,
including a projected cut of 35,000
square metres and looking into
expanding NACFOR’s harvest area
so it can bolster the allowable annual
cut. More research on Western Toad
movements and habitats is taking
place, and a migratory bird strategy for
the community forest’s operation areas
is being developed. Wildfire interface
and fuel management projects initiated
by NACFOR are well underway. The
complete slide show presentation is
available on the Village website as
part of the April 10 agenda package.
• The final presentation was on
the importance of broadband, by
IT consultant Andy Gabb. When it
comes to broadband, there is a concern
that Nakusp is being left behind,
he said. For the community at large
to benefit from broadband, a local
internet service provider is needed.
The consultant was at the meeting
to request a committee be formed to
advise council so that all pieces are
in place to ensure broadband is able
to come to town. Speeds of 25-30
Megabits per second (Mbps) are well
within the normal range of broadband
and allow services such as tele-health
and remote education, said Gabb.
• Water and sewer service will be
extended to nine properties up north
of the Kuskanax. Residents in the area

successfully petitioned the Village
for the service. The project will cost
about $210,000 and will be borne
by the owners of the nine properties,
who will pay an estimated $1,569 per
parcel annually. Councillor Zeleznik
commended the contributions of
longtime residents Bob Murphy
and Crossley Coates to making this
happen.
• The Rail Bed Trail is closed
between Marshall Road and Zacks
Road due to two major washouts. The
slumping, which has been going on for
years, is now a serious public safety
concern, said Director Welsh. Notices
will go out, and concrete barriers and
signage will be installed on the trail.
• The new Bear Aware provisions
in Nakusp’s garbage bylaw requires
that people put their bagged garbage
into a watertight waste receptacle, and
that garbage not be put out for pick-up
before 7 am. Loose bags will not be
picked up; residents will have to either
get a can before the next pick-up or cart
their trash to the landfill themselves.
• The April 24 council meeting has
been cancelled.
• The public presentation of
the 2017 budget was council’s fifth
time reviewing the budget before
approval. Taxes will go up 4% under
the proposed budget. A 1% increase
in property taxes means the Village
collects $9,780, so 4% will generate
$39,120. For taxpayers, the increase
means paying about $35.65 more in
tax each year for the average family
dwelling, CAO Laurie Taylor said. The
budget presentation is available on the
Village website as part of the April 10
council agenda package.
• It was a big snow year for Public

by Katrine Campbell
The Nakusp and Area Community
Trails Society was successful in its
proposal to the CBT Community
Initiatives and Affected Areas
Program, receiving $10,134 for phase
three of the Saddle Mountain Fire
Lookout Restoration project.
The project will supply historical
and geographic signage, putting the
finishing touch on the ambitious
restoration. Phase one in 2015
was the restoration of the lookout
building, which was in danger of total
destruction due to the elements. Phase
two, in 2016, continued that work on
the inside.
“Now we want to enhance the
experience of visiting the Saddle
Mountain Lookout,” the grant
application says, “and increase local
and tourist understanding of our area
by providing historical information
about the fire lookout and the general
Nakusp area, and panoramic photos to
assist the user to identify mountains,
valleys, rivers and lakes which can
be seen from the peak and provide
orientation to surrounding towns,
cities and other points of interest.”
This information will be
duplicated on signs in the village for
those who can’t hike, or don’t wish
to, and to encourage others to hike
to the summit. The signs will also

acknowledge the Trails Society’s
supporters and provide information
to users for safe use of the building
and peak area.
Society Chair Barb Chwachka
said the group had its first planning
meeting after hearing the good news
about the funding, and notified its
contractors the project was a go.
The Arrow Lakes Historical Society
will start the final research for the
signs’ historical content, she said, but
the other components have to wait
for better weather when the snow
melts from the trails and roads. The
panoramic photos, for example, can’t
be taken until July or later.
“It probably won’t be done until
the end of August or the beginning
of September. Once we get all the
material, the sign production will take
a while.”
Research for the signs’ content
will be done by the Arrow Lakes
Historical Society, and the design by
Moraine Consulting in South Slocan.
Nakusp’s Horizon2Horizon will do
the photography, and Kyle Kusch is
the mapping consultant. The signs will
be produced by SpeedPro in Nelson
and the frames made by Phillipson
Construction. Signs and frames will
be flown to the site by Highland
Helicopter, and installed by Corey
Phillipson and NACTS volunteers.

Nakusp Trails Society gets funding to
finish off Saddle Mountain Lookout

Works. Last winter’s snow removal
cost $54,000 total, and this year has
cost $90,270 to date.
• Members of the public asked
about the Village’s use of gas tax
monies in previous years for the
Village-owned Nakusp Hot Springs.
One resident asked how the Village
was justified in using the funding
for a self-sustaining business but not
using it in a way that would equally
benefit all local businesses. Mayor
Karen Hamling said that unlike other
businesses, the Hot Springs is owned
by the Village. CAO Taylor added
that the Hot Springs had not been selfsustainable until this year. Recreation
and Parks Director Terry Welsh said
that the Nakusp Hot Springs and
Cedar Chalets are able to pay for their
expenses solely with their own profits
this year.
Another citizen said she would
like to see the Hot Springs pay taxes,
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like other businesses in the Village.
The CAO said that if that the business
continues to turn a profit, council can
look at taxing the Hot Springs in the
future.
The Village may consider not
sending out passes to the Hot Springs
with tax notices in future. About
$8,000 in taxpayer soaks in the Hot
Springs are paid out by the Village
every year.

Arrowtarian Senior
Citizens Society
(Rotary Villa)
50th Birthday Party

Thursday April 27th @ 1:00
In the Alley behind Phase 4
building
Come join us for cake and
hotdogs

PUBLIC NOTICE

Nakusp Hot Springs and Chalets
will be closed from April 24 to April
30/17 inclusive, for our annual
spring maintenance.
We will reopen May 1/17.
Open daily 9:30 am to 9:30 pm
www.nakusphotsprings.com
250 265 4528
1 866 999 4528

April Is Dental
Health Month
But we’re on
Kootenay time...
The Saddle Mountain Dental Clinic

Is hosting
Free Dental Check Up Days Thursday, May 4,
2-5 PM and Wednesday, May 24, 3-6 PM

We are celebrating our involvement with West Kootenay
Community TEETH Society, a not-for-profit low cost dental
clinic
This is for Nakusp and Area residents without dental
insurance, low income and/or infrequent dental visitors.
For details and to sign up,
please phone 250-265-9993.
Parents, please inform the receptionist
of your child’s Care Card number.
Thanks to the Arrow Lakes Hospital
Auxiliary for their financial support!
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Author Delehanty Pearkes discusses Columbia River Treaty
by Art Joyce
Is the Columbia River Treaty
dam system sustainable? That’s one
of the questions that was engaged
by author Eileen Delehanty-Pearkes
at the Hidden Garden Gallery’s
Food for Thought series April 9 at
the Knox Hall. Her talk and slide
presentation, ‘The Columbia River
Treaty: Is It Sustainable?’ explored
questions of the river’s hydrology,
cultural history with First Nations,
and implications of the treaty based
on her new book A River Captured.
Delehanty Pearkes is the author
of several books of nonfiction,
including a children’s book about the
Columbia River, Heart of a River,
which has been toured to schools in
the region. Her initial interest in the
Columbia River Treaty was sparked
by the writing of her first book, a
history of the Sinixt Nation titled The
Geography of Memory. It was while
exploring traditional Sinixt sites on
the Arrow Lakes that she realized
how badly the shoreline ecology has
been damaged by reservoir control,
eliminating habitat for many bird
species. The same has happened to

LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT HOME Bugsy
is a semi-feral, adult, male cat looking for his
forever home. He is neutered, tattooed and
vaccinated. If you are that special family that
can give Bugsy a sense of home and belonging, please call PALS at 250-265-3792.
Support PALS and get your perennials and annuals at the ANNUAL MOTHER’S
DAY PLANT SALE, Saturday, May 13th, 9 am
-3 pm, at the empty lot beside Valley Foods.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

the dozen or so species of fish that
once frequented the Columbia River
drainage, including several species
of salmon that once migrated from
the coast. Born in the United States,
educated at Stanford University and
at UBC, she has been a resident of
Canada since 1985.
A River Captured is the result of
10 years’ research into the history
and various agreements between
Canada and the US pertaining to the
Columbia River, including the treaty
itself. She said the flood control
clause of the treaty will expire in
2024. “This has woken everyone up
to the fact that changes have to be
made,” said Delehanty Pearkes. “So
far neither party has given notice of
intent to leave the treaty. Trump’s
election has caused more uncertainty,
putting the situation in suspended
animation.”
The Columbia River basin is one
of the most massively developed
hydropower systems in the world.
It touches on seven US states and
the province of BC. Although only
15% of the basin is in southeastern
BC, that portion provides 40% of
its water volume from glacial melt.
“With climate change, mountains
south of the border have less
snowpack; this has tribal people very
concerned,” she said. Aboriginal
nations in the basin have relied on
the river for millennia for sustenance.
The name ‘Slocan’ is a Sinixt word
meaning to spear or gaff a fish on
the head, and the name Sinixt means
‘people of the place of bull trout.’
When the Grand Coulee dam was
built without fish ladders, it stopped
the salmon run, ending that way
of life. The age-old native fishery
at Kettle Falls became a site of
mourning and remembrance.
But with the increase in native
self-governance in recent decades,
many of these nations are working to
reintroduce salmon to the Columbia.
The early negotiation clause in flood
control has been a foot in the door
for them to pressure governments

to build fish ladders at all the dams.
Legislation passed since the dams
were built, for example the US
Endangered Species Act, have given
them more tools to work with. BC’s
official position is that salmon
re-introduction is not part of the
discussion.
“This effort is about thinking
big and starting small. Biologists are
saying climate change is suicide for
fish but the tribes are ignoring that
and moving ahead.”
Delehanty Pearkes laid to rest the
theory that the Canadian government
declaration of Sinixt ‘extinction’ in
1956 was part of the design of the
Columbia River treaty. “I searched
extensively for any connection but
I found nothing. I just think it was
part of the zeitgeist of the time.
Indigenous peoples were going to be
cordoned off on reserves or have to

integrate with society.” By that point
there were only a few individuals
living at the Oatscott reserve near
Fauquier.
Minister Williston spoke to
people in Arrow Lakes Valley in late
1960, telling them no treaty would be
signed without their consultation, but
then broke his promise. Instead the
BC government under WAC Bennett
pitted Creston farmers against Arrow
Lakes farmers. It drowned the third
largest agricultural valley in the
province, after the Fraser Valley
and Okanagan. Eventually 2,000
people suffered removal and only
one ever successfully sued BC
Hydro for compensation. Although
the original treaty was hastily signed
in 1961, Canadians suddenly woke
up and were afraid it was a bad deal
for Canada. Protests between 1961
and 1964 forced them to rewrite the

treaty to allow for an expiry of flood
control provisions.
“I got this fresh appreciation for
protest,” said Delehanty Pearkes.
“I thought, ‘what if people hadn’t
pushed back?’ This region still lost
a lot but it was part of this region’s
protest that led to this protracted
debate.” By the time the treaty
was ratified in 1964, construction
deadlines had been missed and BC
Hydro pushed forward even harder,
increasing residents’ trauma.
The annual value of the
hydropower produced by the
system is between $100–300
million, depending on market prices.
Delehanty Pearkes said that despite
the Columbia Basin Trust, very
little of this money is returned to
the region. “What we get is chump
change compared to what they’re
making,” she said.

by Katrine Campbell
The initiative petition to amend
the Fire and Police Services Collective
Bargaining Act to include paramedics
has failed.
“Province wide we returned
215,192 signatures to Elections BC,”
says proponent Josh Henshaw. “That
includes 3,433 for Kootenay West
(3,065 was the 10%) and 3,299 for
Nelson-Creston (2,741 was the 10%).
We achieved the 10% threshold in 26
of BC’s 85 electoral districts.”
The initiative aimed to remove
ambulance paramedics from the Health
Authorities Act and give them the
same collective bargaining rights
as firefighters and police officers. It
would also have removed the right to

strike and the right of their employer
to lockout during an impasse in
collective bargaining, and would
require resolution of the impasse
through binding arbitration.
“We did well in rural and remote
BC, but fell short throughout the
urban regions (Greater Victoria, Metro
Vancouver, Nanaimo and Kelowna),”
Henshaw says. “We had nearly
unanimous public support everywhere,
but had trouble getting canvassers
out in the urban areas. Most of our
canvassers were paramedics, and in the
urban regions, paramedics are stretched
the thinnest. They get hammered hard
four shifts in a row, and often get
called to cover shortages on their four
days off. Finding the extra time for

canvassing was difficult.”
Henshaw says the other limiting
factor was the lead time: he couldn’t
start until his petition was approved
by Elections BC and had only 90 days
to gather signatures. The petition was
issued on January 9 and submitted to
Elections BC on April 10.
“Based on the huge public
support,” he says, “we will certainly
petition again if needed, with more
preparation time now that we know the
petition is viable. We are looking at the
summer of 2018 for a repeat.
“There is an overwhelming feeling
of gratitude from the paramedics
towards the public for the support we
were shown during the petition, and we
are very thankful for that.”

submitted
Weekend primary care hours at the
Victorian Community Health Centre
will continue on a permanent basis
following a successful trial that began
last September. Residents who wish to
book an appointment to see their doctor
should contact health centre staff at 250353-2291 extension 5 during regular
weekday business hours (9 am to 5 pm,
Monday to Friday).
There is access to some same-day
appointments for unexpected medical

issues after 11:30 am on Saturdays and
Sundays. Depending on the number of
booked appointments and same-day
patients, physicians may not be able to
see all patients who come to the health
centre without an appointment. All
efforts will be made to accommodate
patients, but Interior Health urges
people to book appointments whenever
possible.
Kaslo and area residents who require
emergency care outside regular weekday
Emergency Department hours should

call 911. If you are unsure if you require
urgent medical care, call HealthLink BC
at 811 (24 hour service) to discuss your
needs with a nurse over the phone.
IH also acknowledges the Village
of Kaslo and Area D Health Care Select
Committee for their ongoing support of
services at the Victorian Community
Health Centre. It says it looks forward
to continuing to build on this partnership
between the communities of the Kaslo
area, health care providers, and Interior
Health.

submitted
Skilled trades students in area
school districts will benefit from a
three-year, $15-million investment by
the BC government to support youth
trades programs with the purchase of
new trades training equipment. Over
the three year program, more than $9
million of the total $15-million fund will
be distributed to rural school districts.
SD 10 (Arrow Lakes) will get
$368,528 over three years for school
woodwork, metalwork and automotive
shops and foods lab equipment at
Nakusp Secondary and Lucerne, ranging
from table saws and routers, to energy
efficient fridges and stoves.
SD 8 (Kootenay Lake) is receiving
$507,331 over the next three years to
purchase equipment including digital
arts/film/TV equipment, culinary arts
equipment and metal shop equipment.

The Youth Trades Capital
Equipment Program will see $7.5
million dispersed this year, with the
balance to be distributed in 2017-18
($4 million) and 2018-19 ($3.5 million)
school years.
The program is designed to
increase participation in and successful
completion of youth trades programs
and the number of students that continue
on to further trades training programs;
ensure school districts have safe and
appropriate modern equipment to
support the delivery of trades training
programs; gain a better understanding
of current inventory and future need for
youth trades equipment in each district.
In partnership with the Ministry
of Education and secondary schools,
the ITA funds six youth programs –
Youth Discover the Maker Way, Youth
Discover the Trades, Youth Explore

Trades Skills, Youth Explore Trades
Sampler, Youth Train in Trades and
Youth Work in Trades.
These programs map out a clear path
for youth to start their trades training
earlier in high school, through postsecondary and into the workforce where
they can continue an apprenticeship.
The ITA leads and co-ordinates
BC’s skilled trades system by
working with employers, employees,
industry, labour, training providers and
government to issue credentials, manage
apprenticeships, set program standards
and increase opportunities in the trades.
Apprenticeship programs are one
of the best ways for British Columbians
to gain the skills and training they need
to succeed in their chosen career. It is
estimated 80 per cent of training takes
place on the work site and 20 per cent
takes place in the class.

Paramedic petition fails but they’ll try again

Primary care hours in Kaslo now permanent

New funding for trades equipment in West Kootenay school districts
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Slocan council, April 10: Fibre-optic internet backbone projects presented
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Council honoured Pat Ashton
for his provincial Medal of Good
Citizenship Award. “I cannot think
of a more deserving recipient,” said
Mayor Jessica Lunn. MLA Katrine
Conroy, in her last official duty
as MLA (at midnight, she would
become a candidate for re-election),
said Ashton was always “leading the
charge.” Carol Barclay, the secretary
of Slocan’s branch of the Royal
Canadian Legion, nominated Ashton
for the award. She said Ashton’s
focus was “not all just Legion,”
that his many services included
nine years as the local Santa, work
to establish the Fitness Centre,
and his current commitment to the
Village’s Town Square project. She
also thanked Ashton’s wife Peggy,
“his backbone.” Ashton, with much
emotion, said the award was not just
his, that he accepted it on the part of
all volunteers. Council and a large
audience of community members
gave Ashton a standing ovation.
As Ashton returned to his seat,
John Gates reminded everyone that
one indication of Ashton’s unique
abilities was that he had talked
“five fat old men into putting on
hula skirts” for a previous Legion
fundraiser.
• Delegations from the Columbia
Basin Broadband Corporation and
the Red Mountain Internet Society/
Kootenay Open Network Alliance
made presentations to council about
each of their plans to apply for a
grant from the federal government’s
Connect to Innovate Program. The
two organizations are vying for the
right to bring fibre-optic broadband
to the area. The federal program
will fund from 75% to 95% of
infrastructure costs. Each group asked
council to write a letter of support
in favour of its own organization.
In addition, RMIS/ KONA asked
council to consider a Municipal
Access Agreement. Michael Hoher
said the CBBC planned to provide

fibre-optic broadband from the
junction to New Denver/Hills. It
was asking the Village to become
an “anchor institution” committed
to using its broadband service when
it becomes available. Devin Lindsay,
Mayor Lunn’s brother, and Heather
Clouston said the RMIS/KONA
proposal was for non-profit service
that would be much cheaper than
the CBBC’s. In addition, the RMIS/
KONA proposed fibre-optic line
would reach from Revelstoke to
the junction and thus connect to
both the Highway 1 and Highway
3A TransCanada fibre-optic
networks, and other regional and
local networks. This would provide
more “redundancy” than the CBBC
plan. Redundancy reduces outages.
When it was time to decide who to
support, Mayor Lunn recused herself
due to a possible conflict of interest.
Councillor Joel Pelletier chaired.
Council decided to write a letter of
support for each applicant and let the
federal government decide which
broadband proposal was best.
• A decision on a second request
(the first was last year) from Carol
Barclay to rezone three lots on the
outskirts of the commercial district
on Harold Street was postponed until
the May meeting.
• Council approved $1,250 from
the RDCK Community Development
Fund as Slocan’s contribution
to an application for an updated
Community Wildfire Protection
Program. Other contributors will
include UBCM ($22,500), CBT
($3,750), Area H ($1,250), and
SIFCo ($1,250). A CWPP was
done in the Valley in 2007. Since
then government requirements
have changed dramatically and the
forest has been changed, too, by the
2007-08 pine beetle infestation, the
2007 fire, and climate change. The
new CWPP will meet upcoming
provincial requirements and enable
the Village and RDCK to be eligible
for future grants for climate change

and wildfire protection.
• Council voted to support
the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission’s plan to
submit an application to the Rural
Dividend Program for two years of
funding for launching an economic
development partnership in the
Slocan Valley.
• Council gave its approval for
Kim Ratley Clark, once she meets
all conditions, to operate a mobile
food vendor cart during the summer
two days a week at the Slocan beach
gazebo area and two days a week
at the campground. Clark plans
to coordinate her services with
Mike Beteau, who got approval
last month to operate a food cart at
the beach. Councillors Madeleine
Perriere and Jean Patterson said they
didn’t think the Village had enough
population to support two food carts
but CAO Michelle Gordon said
council couldn’t “not approve” if
applicants “follow all the criteria.”
• In her Mayor’s Report, Mayor
Lunn spoke about the provincial
government’s announcement of
support for phase 1 of the Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital
renovations. The renos will include a
new emergency department triple the
size of the current one. Councillor
Burly Van Bynen reported that there
is now an electric scooter which can
be borrowed by anyone in the Village
or nearby area whose mobility is
compromised.
• Among correspondence
discussed was the RDCK’s April
22 Trash to Treasure initiative (and
the Slocan Village Garage Sale
from 9 am to 2 pm the same day);
the Kootenay Business Magazine’s
article on Slocan, ‘On the cusp of a
boom’; and the formal recognition
of the significance of five Slocan
historic sites (Slocan Extension
Internment Camps, Silvery Slocan
Social Centre, Slocan Cemetery
Monument, Slocan City Internment
Camp, Slocan Village Market) and

the nearby Popoff Internment Camp.
The Heritage Branch of the Ministry
of Forestry, Lands and Natural
Resources in conjunction with the
Ministry of International Trade and
Multiculturalism included the sites
in 176 places recognized in the
Japanese Canadian Historic Places
Project. Mayor Lunn thanked the
Slocan Valley Historical Society for
their nomination of the local sites.
• Council will provide a $400
sponsorship to the 2017 Zone 6,
BC Seniors Games. The money
will come from either the RDCK
Discretionary or Community
Development fund.
• Council will accept the
invitation from New Denver to ride
in its May Days Celebration on May
22. Slocan’s antique fire truck has
been fixed.
• Council decided not to
contribute $200 to the Slocan
Valley Community Legacy Society’s
‘Get Your Just Desserts’ volunteer

recognition event as requested, but
agreed that the mayor could attend
and represent the Village. During
Public Participation, Barbara Curry
Mulcahy and Lily Yumagulova
spoke in favor of Just Desserts.
Yumagova called it an “important
initiative to support.” She contrasted
council’s celebration of Pat Ashton’s
provincial award for volunteerism
with council’s lack of support for
the local recognition of volunteers.
DUCKS IN TREES
Common Mergansers most often nest
in large tree cavities at heights of 1.5
to 24 m along the shores of our waterways in April and May. Nests are
lined with down and feathers. Clutch
size is generally 8 - 10 eggs. A day
or two after hatching, ducklings jump
to the ground, bounce gently and
then follow their mother to an aquatic
feeding site.
slocanlakess.com

Beef

Seafood

Pork Chops (Centre Cut), Danish Baby Back Ribs.

Fish

Bacon Wrapped Filet Mignon, New York Steak, Veal Clams, Oysters, Lobster Tail, Peeled & Deveined
Cutlets, Breaded Veal Cutlets, Veal Cordon Bleu, Jumbo Shrimp, Breaded Fantail Shrimp, Cooked
Buffalo Burgers, Ultimate Beef Patty.
Salad Shrimp, Raw Headless Prawns, King Crab
Legs, Scallops.
Pork

Chicken

Chicken Cordon Bleu, Souvlaki Chicken Kebabs,
Chicken Burgers, Chicken Kiev, Chicken Florentine,
Chicken Mexicana, Chicken Fingers, Chicken
Breast (Boneless), Chicken Wings (Honey & Garlic
or Hot & Spicy), Chicken Drumstix (Honey & Garlic).
MLA Katrine Conroy, in her last official duty as MLA (at midnight, she would become a candidate for re-election), said Ashton was
always “leading the charge.”

North Atlantic Sole, North Atlantic Cod, Halibut
Steak, Sockeye Fillets, Red Snapper, Stuffed Sole.

Party Favourites

Jalepeno Cheese Bites, Mozza Cheese Stix, Bacon
Wrapped Oysters, Breaded Oysters, Breaded
Scallops, Perogies, Breaded Calamari, Desserts.

30 Years in Business!!
jeffdavison55@gmail.com • 587-297-4214
Call or email - Jeff delivers to your door!
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RDCK board, April 13: Single fare transit coming to the West Kootenay
by Jan McMurray
• Transit fares in the West
Kootenay are being simplified to a
single ticket fare: $2.25 (cash fare);
$20.25 (books of 10 tickets); $60
(adult monthly pass); $45 (monthly
pass discounted); $125 (student
semester pass).
• An update on transit expansion
was provided to the board. The
following changes are expected to
be implemented in September.

- Kaslo-Nelson Route 76 will
run on Wednesdays in addition to
the current schedule on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. The Wednesday trip
will leave Kaslo at 7:10 am, connect
with the #10 bus leaving Balfour
at 7:55 am, and arrive in Nelson at
8:50 am. The midday and evening
trips will be identical to the Tuesday/
Thursday trips.
-Slocan Valley Route 20 will
leave Slocan at 8:25 am and arrive

Monday, April 24, 2017 • 7-9 pm
Silverton Memorial Hall

— Come out and question the candidates for Kootenay West MLA —
NDP - Katrine Conroy • Green - Samantha Troy
Liberal - Jim Postnikoff
Moderator: Gary Wright

Sponsored by

&
Root & Branch Harvest is hiring a:

PROGRAM COORDINATOR
~Connect growers who have surplus food with volunteer
harvesters and share among growers, volunteers and
community groups~

Location: Nakusp & area
Hours: Seasonal, part time
Duration: Early June to mid-October 2017 (seasonal position
annually)
Coordinator will:
• Be able to work flexible hours
• Possess excellent organizational and computer skills
* Demonstrate well developed communication skills; orally
and in writing
• Have access to a reliable vehicle at all times
• Use own computer and cell phone
• Be able to work productively in an unstructured environment
• Have strong interpersonal skills; ability to develop and maintain
relationship with growers, volunteers and community
members
Financial compensation to be negotiated.
To request a detailed job description, please email:
bc_bracken@yahoo.ca
Submit resume and cover letter to:
L. Kendall Box 225, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0
Or,
bc_bracken@yahoo.ca
Closing date for applications is May 12, 2017
Root & Branch Harvest thanks all who apply, however only
those chosen for interviews will be contacted.

in Nelson at 9:45 am on weekdays.
The current trip, leaving at 6:04
am and arriving at 7:24 am will be
discontinued.
-Nakusp-Nelson Route 74: A
Wednesday Route 52 run will be
added in addition to the current
service on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
On Wednesdays, the #52 bus will
leave Nakusp at 7:10 am and arrive
in Slocan at 8:20 am, connecting
with the #20 bus to Nelson for an
arrival time of 9:45 am. On the
return trip, the #20 bus leaves Nelson
at 3:55 pm, arrives in Slocan at
5:31 pm to connect with Route 52,
arriving in Nakusp at 6:45 pm.
Route 52 will also travel from
Slocan to Nakusp on Wednesday
mornings, leaving Slocan at 8:25 am
and arriving in Nakusp at 9:35 am.
The return trip leaves Nakusp at 4:20
pm and arrives in Slocan at 5:30 pm.
• A letter of support was approved
for Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation’s Connect to Innovate
funding application to expand the
CBBC network through the Slocan
Valley, Arrow Lake and Nakusp.
• The RDCK will apply for Rural
Dividend funding to launch a Slocan
Valley economic development
partnership and strategy.
• An update on the Community
Paramedicine initiative was
received. Leanne Blancher (Kaslo),
Colin Spankie (New Denver) and
Desiree Profili (Winlaw) have been
hired, are doing their training,
and will start working in their
communities the week of May 22.
Successful candidates for Edgewood
and Nakusp will start training in July
2017 and begin work in October.
• The board awarded the project
management of operational fuel

treatments for Fauquier, Burton,
Harrop, Bonnington, Burlington,
Argenta, Lardeau, Lister, Boswell,
Kingsgate and Riondel for a total
of $113,760 to Cathro Consulting.
• The RDCK will apply to the
UBCM for funding to update three
Community Wildfire Protection
Plans: Nakusp and Area K; New
Denver-Silverton and Area H North;
and Slocan and Area H South. If
the funding is approved, NACFOR
will update the Nakusp and Area K
plan, and SIFCo will update the two
Slocan Valley plans.
The Nakusp and Area K plan
update will cost $40,000 and
will come from the UBCM grant
($22,500), CBT ($1,875), Area
K ($1,875), Nakusp ($1,875) and
NACFOR Legacy funds ($10,000).
The New Denver-Silverton
and Area H North plan update will
cost $30,000 and will come from
the UCM grant ($22,500), CBT
($3,750), Area H ($1,250), New
Denver ($1,250), Silverton ($1,250).
The Slocan and Area H South
plan update will cost $30,000 and
will come from the UBCM grant
($22,500), CBT ($3,750), Area
H ($1,250), Slocan ($1,250) and
SIFCo ($1,250).
• The provincial government
has announced the results of the
Japanese Canadian Historic Places
Project, and has recognized seven
places in the RDCK: Slocan
Extension Internment Camps, Bay
Farm Internment Camp, Lemon
Creek Internment Camp, Sandon
Internment Camp, Popoff Internment
Camp, Rosebery Internment Camp
and 1505 Nasookin Road, Nelson.
The Province chose a total of 56
historic places out of 176 places

nominated for the recognition. “Sites
chosen will be included on the BC
Register of Historic Places, and
will be put forward for inclusion on
the Canadian Register of Historic
Places. The promotion of heritage
values under this piece of legislation
is purely commemorative, and
does not confer any form of legal
protection nor does it register any
interest in the land,” states the
government announcement. The
Province also encourages the RDCK
to consider formally recognizing
these places at the local level.
• The board agreed to accept
$95,000 from FortisBC to fund a
full-time Senior Energy Advisor
position, and to direct award the
contract to Community Energy
Association. The goal of the project
is to identify and implement low
carbon energy initiatives; educate
and promote FortisBC’s low carbon
and energy efficiency/ conservation
solutions; and to provide advice on
potential changes to bylaws and
policies for the RDCK and member
municipalities.
• The RDCK will purchase a
trailer for approximately $30,000
and place it on the RDCK lot to
accommodate the summer staff.
The office can accommodate 65
people; there will be 77 staff over
the summer months. Some can share
desks, as they are primarily outside
workers, so eight desks will need to
be set up in the trailer.
The board directed staff to
investigate mid- to long-term space
planning solutions and bring a
recommendation to the board in fall
of 2017. Staff is estimated to grow
to 90-110 within the next ten years,
and storage space is needed, as well.

by Jan McMurray
• Council approved the award
of stage 3 of the Liquid Waste
Management Plan to True Consulting
for a fee of $42,710, to be funded
from the Community Works reserve.
• Several decisions were made
about the sale of pit run from the
Village’s gravel pit.
-The rate for one-time purchases
of pit run in excess of 10,000 cubic
metres or 24,000 tonnes was set at
$5 per cubic metre (approximately
$2.50 per tonne).
-No more than 20,000 cubic
metres of pit run will be sold to
the highways program in 2017.
Any quantity above 20,000 cubic
metres must be for paving projects
exclusively within the village.
Also, Kaslo West Road must be
reconditioned at the end of extraction
and processing work.

-The Village will accept up
to $100,000 equivalent value in
municipal paving services as payment
for all or a portion of bulk sales of pit
run during the 2017 season.
-No further bulk volume sales of
pit run, beyond 2017 requests related
to the highway program and existing
agreements, will be made until
another pit life assessment and plan
has been completed later in 2017.
• The Village will seek funding
from the UBCM Gas Tax Strategic
Fund to cover 100% of the cost of
three projects: Official Community
Plan review and update; a preliminary

sewer collection expansion that
includes City Hall; Kaslo River Dike
slope remediation/ stabilization.
• Pursuant to the municipal fees
and charges schedule pertaining to
parks, campground fees are waived
within the Logger Sports grounds
for organizers and competitors on
an annual basis during the May Days
celebrations.
• The Kaslo Golf Club application
for a beer garden at the Logger Sports
event was approved. Staff was asked
to determine if $2 million liability
insurance was sufficient for a beer
garden.

by Jan McMurray
The date for Alejandro
Calderon’s trial in regards to the
chainsaw incident in Needles on
January 28 will be set on May 2 in
Nelson court.
Calderon appeared in court on
April 11 in Nelson by video from
the correction centre where he is
being held, but his lawyer, Blair
Suffredine, was not in attendance.
Calderon elected to proceed with
judge and jury in supreme court for
the trial. He pled guilty at a hearing
in Nelson on March 7 to the charge

of mischief for cutting into a power
pole with his chainsaw.
Judge Seagram explained that
Suffredine has to file a statement of
witnesses before setting the date for
the preliminary inquiry.
Other charges against Calderon,
including breach of an undertaking
on January 28 and mischief in
relation to an incident November 30
in Needles, were adjourned to May
2. He will appear in Nakusp court
on May 24 to continue his trial in
regards to a peace bond issue. He is
representing himself in this matter.

Kaslo council, April 11: Liquid Waste Management Plan moves to stage 3

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to:

The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

Needles chainsaw incident:
next court appearance May 2
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New Denver council, April 11: Five Japanese-Canadian Historic Places in New Denver
by Katrine Campbell
• Five locations in and around
New Denver have been recognized
by the provincial Heritage Branch as
Japanese-Canadian Historic Places. The
sites will be included on the BC Register
of Historic Places but the recognition
is purely commemorative and does
not affect property rights or title. The
locations include the Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre, the Kohan Reflection
Garden, the internment camps in the
area, the Orchard neighbourhood, and
the former Turner Memorial United
Church at 7th and Josephine, which was
used as a school for Japanese-Canadian
students.
• New Denver is one of 14
communities in the Interior Health
region selected for the community
paramedicine initiative. Paramedic
Dean Spankie, already working here,
was hired into a regular part-time
position; his 14-week orientation
started in February and he will start
May 22. BC Emergency Health says
community paramedicine will provide
rural communities better access to
primary health care and a more stable
paramedic presence for emergency
response.
• After much discussion and some
confusion, council agree to provide
letters of support to two different
organizations seeking funding to bring
high-speed internet to the valley and
the village.
One request came from the
Columbia Basin Broadband Corporation,
a subsidiary of the Columbia Basin
Trust. The second request came from
the Kootenay Open Network Alliance
(KONA) and the Red Mountain Internet
Society (RMIS), which have teamed
up for their application. Both want to
install ‘fibre backbone’ as the basis
for a network; the ‘last mile’ service to
connect residences or businesses to the
network would be done later.
As council has been in support
of high speed/broadband service for
a long time, it decided to give both
organizations letters in the hope that one
would be successful.
• Councillor Henning von Krogh
presented a press release from the
Ministry of Health announcing the
Trail hospital will get a new emergency
department. Total cost is estimated at
$16.6 million, the Ministry says, with
$6.24 million coming from the West
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital
District.
However, the board hasn’t approved
this; Interior Health hasn’t even
talked directly to the board, says von
Krogh. The WKBRHD has already
passed its budget “and that’s what IH
requisitioned.” The $6.24 million is over
and above the budgeted amount.
“The whole thing is a little odd,”
says von Krogh. “It’s a political
statement. We’ll see what happens…”
Construction should start in summer
2018 and be completed by 2020.
• Andrea Wilkey attended as a
delegation to give council an update on
Community Futures Central Kootenay’s
mandate and programs. The executive
director emphasized what she called an
“awful misconception” many people
have, that CFCK only works with EI
recipients. She explained the non-profit

organization delivers programs to
support businesses and help communities
be economically healthy. It provides
business counselling and workshops,
and community economic development,
as well as assisting individuals start or
buy businesses.
• A quarterly report from the Slocan
Lake RCMP detachment shows no
serious crimes and an overall drop in
‘calls for service’ from 119 in the first
quarter 2016 to 117 this year. Assaults
dropped from 10 to 2, but domestic
violence files rose from one to seven.
• FibreFeelia Fest organizers were
given permission to close Bellevue
Avenue between the Bosun Hall and
Slocan Avenue during the fibre arts
festival, which takes place June 24-25.
The marketplace will be held in front of
the Bosun Hall.
• Council granted permission to
the West Kootenay Chapter of the MS
Society to close a portion of the road
right-of-way at the western end of 6th
Ave (Main St) at Eldorado St. This
will be the start and finish area for the
Glacier Challenge fundraising ride, on
August 19-20.
• The New Denver May Days
committee was given a $760 grant-in-aid
to cover the cost of renting Centennial
Park and the PA system from May 1822, and $100 towards the Citizen of the
Year award. The committee was also
given permission to hold a beer garden
on May 21-22, use Village streets for the
May 22 parade, and close 6th Ave for the
soapbox derby. In addition, Mayor Ann
Bunka was asked to speak at the May
Queen pageant May 18 and to ride in

the parade.
• The Village will participate in
the Pitch-In Clean and Green event,
inviting all residents to participate to
bring awareness of the importance
of keeping the community litter-free.
Lucerne School will also be involved,
and the Village will provide gloves,
bags and refreshments, as well as small
prizes. Bunka suggested giving a prize
for the most valuable thing found, with
the finder having two minutes to explain
why it’s the most valuable.
• Council directed staff to
organize a free ‘Community Spirit’
barbecue for May Days and to apply
to CBT for sponsorship. Councillor
Nadine Raynolds asked that food be
sourced locally, and that plates etc. be
biodegradable.
• Council approved
recommendations for funding from the
CBT Community Initiatives Program for
15 of 24 applicants. The requests totalled
$45,465.40; the amount available
was $34,414. Not all the successful
applicants will receive the entire amount
they asked for.
The applications were reviewed at a
public meeting by the mayor, Councillor
David Hodsall and three local residents.
They passed their recommendations to
council, which in turn will recommend
the RDCK award the amounts.
During the council vote, three
councillors took turns declaring an
interest and leaving the chamber while
each application was approved.
The successful applicants
were: FibreFeelia Festival, $2,500;
Harvest Share 2017, $3,000; Healthy

Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society
awards grants to four local projects
submitted
“Love of place, appreciation of
diversity, and recognition that we are
part of an interdependent web of life
which we are called to nurture and
sustain — these wonderful aspects of the
Slocan Valley and the healthy values of
its residents are shining brightly in the
four projects that will receive funding
from the Slocan Valley Community
Legacy Society this year,” said SVCLS
Granting Committee Co-Chair Evelyn
Goodell. It was challenging for the
committee to make the final choices.
This year, 17 excellent grant proposals
came in but the SVCLS would have
needed $44,000 to support all of them.
Since the Legacy Fund is only six years
old, its endowment is still small though
growing steadily each year. In 2017, the
SVCLS had $12,000 available to grant.
The six committee members settled
on four projects. They are based from
one end of the Valley to the other. The
Hills Recreation Society will partner
with the Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society to offer the Wild Days programs
— summer environmental education
field trips for all ages to learn about
the interconnectedness of the Slocan
Lake watershed and humans. The Zion
United Church will partner with the
Healthy Community Society of the
North Slocan Valley to provide annual
events including the Harvest Festival,
Harvest Dinner, Earth Day, Seed Swap
and May Day celebrations. The Rural
Alternatives Research and Training

Society’s project will permanently
fix the annual basement flooding of
the Vallican Whole caused by spring
high water table. And WE Graham
Community Services Society will
modernize and maintain software and
hardware and acquire a media computer
at WE Graham’s Community Service
Society Computer Lab, providing an
essential service to the public.
The SVCLS supports projects from
the junction to Hills that encourage our
communities to be resilient and vital;
that protect, promote and enhance the
natural environment; that promote
creativity and innovation; and that show
collaboration among organizations. This
year all 17 project proposals fit SVCLS
guidelines. “Each one demonstrated
how we care for each other and work
to improve our communities!” said CoChair Susan Hammond.
Dedicated to enhancing our
communities and ensuring the future
vitality of the Slocan Valley, the SVCLS
enables people to donate or leave
bequests to a permanent endowment
fund, the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund.
The principle is invested and only the
interest is used to grant funds. With
more donations from those who love
the Slocan Valley, the endowment will
be able to grant increased funds.
As part of its mission to build
community vitality, the SVCLS will
hold the ‘Get Your Just Desserts’
volunteer appreciation event in Silverton
on Saturday, April 22.

Community Society, $5,800 for North
Slocan food program; New Denver &
Area Youth Centre Society, $2,800 for
administrative coordinator and support;
North Slocan Trails Society, $3,500 for
Butter Trail adaptive extension; North
Valley Mountain Film Festival, $2,000;
PALS, $500 for animal rescue program;
Rise Above Pain Society, $1,000 for
chronic pain self-management program;
Silvery Slocan Historical Society, $690
for historic building signs; Slocan
Integral Forestry Cooperative, $4,500
for New Denver operational fuel
treatment phase 3; Slocan Lake Early
Learning Society, $500 for equipment
replacement and garden repair; Slocan
Lake Garden Society, $2,175.40 for
replacement roof on Kohan entrance;

Slocan Lake Golf Club, $4,198.60 for
exterior doors and water tank; Hidden
Garden Gallery, $750 for reception
entertainment; White Pines Aikido
Association, $500 for student bursary
fund and dojo signage.
Groups turned down were: Karate
BC (two projects), Sufferfest, Kootenay
Writers Society, Nelson Music Festival
Association, KBRH Health Foundation,
Stepping Stones for Success, West
Kootenay Women’s Association,
Worldsign Communication Society.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Village of
New Denver
PUBLIC NOTICES

OUTDOOR BURNING REMINDER

Residents of New Denver are reminded that outdoor burning is regulated
within the Village of New Denver. Permits are required for all outdoor fires
except cooking fires contained within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a
surface area not greater than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured
gas, coal or electric barbecue.
Burning permits are available from April 1st to May 15th and from September
30th to November 15th – for more information please contact the Village Office,
weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Council thanks all residents
for their cooperation.

TRASH TO TREASURE

Village of New Denver residents are encouraged to participate in the
RDCK’s annual Trash to Treasure event on Saturday, April 22, 2017.
Place unwanted household items curbside for the day in case others can
make use of them, and look to see if your neighbours are offering up any
treasures that you can use.

NIKKEI CENTRE GARDEN CLEAN-UP

Community members are invited to join us from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Sunday, April 30th as we get the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre gardens
and grounds ready for the 2017 season. Bring your work gloves, pails and
weeding tools – refreshments will be provided.

AGING WELL IN NEW DENVER

Researchers from the University of Victoria are working in partnership with
Interior Health and members of the local community to gather your thoughts
on what it takes to age well in New Denver and the surrounding communities. They are particularly interested in hearing from you about what your
community is doing well to provide support and quality of life for older
adults; what aspects of life in the community might be improved and built
upon; and where planning efforts could be aimed in the future. An upcoming
Community Mapping event is planned for May 16, 2017 – please save the
date and join the conversation!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Village of New Denver is currently accepting applications for Trail
Crew Worker positions. These temporary positions require a high level of
physical fitness. Preference will be given to applicants with knowledge and
experience in trail building and maintenance, although unskilled labourer
positions may also be available – for further details, please contact the Village Office. These positions will remain posted until filled.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! And
if you’re eligible, you may also qualify for the
Self-Employment Program, where you will
receive ongoing business training and coaching
and usually financial support while you start
your business. To learn more call 265-3674 ext.
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER! THE BIG
AIR BAND/ LIP SYNC CONTEST is coming
May 6 to the Silverton Memorial Hall. Enter
to win cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place

in two categories: adults and kids. Coaching
available. Don’t miss out on the fun! All ages
and abilities, and all kinds of music welcome.
Registration forms available at New Market
Foods and www.slocanlake.com. Registration
deadline: April 21. Sponsored by the Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce and the Slocan
Lake Gallery Society. More info: 250-2267967 or www.slocanlake.com
GIRLS’EMPOWERMENT MOVEMENT
(GEM) Program starting April 22 in Slocan
City for girls ages 10-13, offered by the
Nelson & District Women’s Centre. Art,
dance, yoga, and discussions about what’s
important to girls growing up. $30 for the
series of six sessions. More information or
to register, contact Raina Gardner: gem@
nelsonwomenscentre.com or 250-352-9949.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY
SOCIETY Annual General Meeting. April
27, 2017 from 7-9 pm. To be held at Slocan
Community Library, 710 Harold Street, Slocan.
BASIC PROSPECTING COURSE:
Chamber of Mines of Eastern BC, 215 Hall
St., Nelson, April 24 - April 30, 2017 M – F,
7 pm to 10 pm, Fri & Sun field trips. $250
fee includes text book and supplies. For more
information or to preregister contact the

CLASSIFIED ADS

chamber weekdays 9 - 4 or 250-352-5242,
or chamberofmines@netidea.com
READY, SET, LEARN! A FREE program
for parents/caregivers and preschoolers ages 3
to 5. Special guest events and a Kindergarten
visit. Activities include literacy, numeracy,
creative art, science, music, movement,
cooking, and much more! Join Julia and Lila,
12:30 and 3 pm, Fridays April 21 and 28.
Location: Lucerne School in the Preschool/
StrongStart room. Please pre-register. Call
Charlene, 250 358 7768, or Julia at 250 358
2745, or Lila at 250 358 7766. Sponsored by
SD 10 & Ministry of Education.
MEDICAL MARIJUANA: What do we
know? Panel discussion and Q&A with
Dr. Joel Kailia, Dr. Michael Smith, and
Jim Leslie (Kootenays Medicine Tree).
A unique opportunity to learn about the
medical usage of marijuana. Friday, April
21, 7 pm, Vallican Whole Community
Centre. Admission by donation. 3762 Little
Slocan S. Rd. www.VallicanWhole.com
YARD AND YARDAGE! Slocan Valley
Threads Guild’s annual event welcomes
you Sunday, April 30, 10 to 2. Fabric,
notions, perennials, lunch, refreshments
and gallery of members’ work. Highway 6

at Perry’s Back Road. 226-7703.
CELEBRATE THE SPRING with the
Vallican Whole Community Choir Spring
Concert! May 7 at 3 pm at the Vallican
Whole. All invited. Admission by donation.
INTERGENERATIONAL CAFÉ - Join
Mount Sentinel students, seniors and other
community members for conversation
and lunch at this free event on Thursday,
April 27, 11:30 am – 1 pm at Mt Sentinel
Secondary School. Co-sponsored by the
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy. Call
Penny 250-226-7605 for more information.
DUMONT CREEK BURIAL SOCIETY
AGM Wednesday May 17, 2017 at 7
pm Vallican Whole. Cemetery clean-up
Saturday 11am May 27. New members
welcome. Information 250-226-7349.
EARTH DAY CELEBRATION at
Lucerne School, April 21 from 9 am - 11
am. Community, please join us for breakfast,
choir performance, recycling education, and
some fun activities for the earth.
NELSON’S ‘DIRT FLOOR’ performs
at the Dam Inn Saturday May 13. Advance
tickets at the Dam Inn or at the door. Doors
opens 8:30, show at 9:30. $10pp.
ANNUAL MEETING - Hills Community

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com
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Doukhobor Society. Sunday, April 30 at
1:00 pm, Hills Community Hall.
VALHALLA FINE ARTS thanks the
community for attending the recent Corazon
Choir. It truly was a wonderful event.
Mark your calendar for April 28 at 7:00
pm Silverton Memorial Hall to hear Grace
Notes, a Vancouver-based Choir. Half of their
members were participants in the Nelson
Corazon Choir. This is a show you must see.
GARAGE SALE in the old Silverton General
Store on Earth Day April 22, 10:00 - 4:00. If you
would be interested in having a table and selling
your items please contact Emily by text or
phone 604-880-7169. You bring your table of
goods to sell and we provide the space. There is
room for eight vendors. Cost for a space is $20
which goes to our local food hamper program.
BOTTLE DRIVE Sunday, April 23. Lucerne
Elementary Students from fourfiftysix are
collecting bottles to help fund their spring
canoe trip and to help with cost of their film,
‘Where does it really go?’ If you want to be
sure you are not missed you can call the school
265-3638 (extension #3) or Katrina 265-8648.
M O T H E R ’ S D AY PA N C A K E
BREAKFAST Sunday, May 14 from 8:30
to 11:30am Slocan Valley Legion Hall 502

• BICYCLE

LARRY’S REPAIR

513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

TOWING
Slocan Towing

Serving the Slocan Valley

ENVIRONMENT

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service
250-226-7084

info

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLEANING
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw &
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th
Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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Harold St. Slocan. Cost $10, children 6 &
under $5. Everyone Welcome!
VENDORS WANTED for Slocan Saturday
Market, June-August, with an evening
market once a month. Pre-registration
required. For more info call Gail @ 250-3552747 or email gailmorris63@gmail.com.
FIND YOUR SPOT! QUIET SPOT – the
mid-day, mid-week break that combines
thoughtful conversation with time to
write, reflect or meditate – returns to the
Hidden Garden Gallery, New Denver,
on Wednesday, April 26. WIDE SPOT
addresses Medical Assistance in Dying
on Sunday, May 14, at Knox Hall, New
Denver. Music by Freya; childcare; dessert.
Note time: 6-7:30 pm. See widespot.ca/
coming-events/ for more information.
PRACTICES FOR LIVING DEEPLY:
Welcoming Joy in the midst of upheaval.
Saturday April 29, 9-4; Sunday April 30,
9-12. Knox Hall, New Denver; by donation.
An open exploration of spiritual practices
from multiple traditions, led by Kay
Costley-White and Therese DesCamp. Our
theme: in light of the massive stresses in our
larger world, how do we connect with joy –
and can we do this as a form of healing rather
than avoidance? Call Kay (7991) or Therese
(7904) to register. For more information, see
widespot.ca/coming-events/.
SLOCAN LAKE GALLERY SOCIETY
is hosting a Spring Coffee House on
Saturday, May 13 at 7:30 pm. Mark your
calendars and come on out for this fun
musical event. Looking for a couple more
15 minute acts so if you are interested,
please contact Sue at 250-358-2167.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT IN SILVERTON - Spacious
two bedroom suite with lake view, on main
floor of duplex, 616 Hunter St. Quiet area,
close to Cooper Beach. Covered porch,
excellent wood stove, all facilities. $650

per month - water & garbage included.
N/S, N/P. Available May 1, 2017. Call Ernst
Gerwig 403-762-5150 or 250-358-2283.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
AMERICAN STANDARD Town Square
soaker bathtub. 6’ X 42” drop in. Brand
new. Never installed. My loss is your gain.
Open to reasonable offers or interesting
trade/barter. Please call 250-688-1508. Tub
is located in Silverton.

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and
Thursday afternoon 4-5:15. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the fire
hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind
wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME COOK & part-time/ fulltime waitresses wanted at Slocan Lake Golf
Course near New Denver. Contact Gary
Willman 250-358-2129.
SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
requires one part-time adult Museum
Attendant ($15/hour) and one student
employee ($13/ hour) for the Sandon Museum.
Transportation from New Denver available.
Resume with cover letter can be emailed to
sandonmuseum@netidea.com or mailed to
Box 52, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0 by May 1.

CLASSIFIED ADS
NOTICES

PAST LIVES, DREAMS AND SOUL
TRAVEL: free download of books and CD
eckankar-bc.ca
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
becoming a major problem in your life? AA,
NA and ALANON meetings happen in the
area. For information on AA meetings contact
in New Denver: 358-7158; Nakusp 265-4216;
Kaslo 353-9617; South Slocan 226-7705;
Playmor Junction 359-7310. For on NA
meetings contact in New Denver 358-7265. For
information on ALANON meetings contact in
New Denver 358-7904. If you don’t get through
when you call, please try another number.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from home,
no kennels, acres of fenced play area and river
swims. Call now to book your dog’s vacation.
1-250-448-6553, www.barknrollinn.com.
IS YOUR DOG WELL BEHAVED? Would
you like your dog to listen to you? Does a
relaxed on-leash walk appeal to you? For more
information, visit www.proudofmydog.ca

RENTALS WANTED

RURAL RENTAL WANTED for long term
beginning May. Any region in Slocan Valley
or area. Independent, semi-retired individual
looking for small-tiny house or cabin out of
town. Must have wood heat option and be
pet friendly. References available. Call, text
250 306 4295

MAY IS COMING UP FAST! Sarah,
Mark, and Sequoia Jeffreys are still seeking
a furnished summer rental in the Slocan
from the second week of May (as early as
the 8th) through the second week of August
this summer and possibly through the third
week of September. Ideally, we would like
to rent a place in New Denver or Silverton,
close to the lake, but as in past summers,
we are open to possibilities from Red Mtn
Rd. up to Hills. Please contact us, by email
at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or by phone
at (801) 910-1532 if you have or know of
an availability suitable for two adults and
a little girl. We look forward to being back!

REQUEST FOR QUOTES

THE NAKUSP PUBLIC LIBRARY is
seeking quotes from qualified painters for
the repainting of the Centennial Building.
Specifications can be picked up from
the library. Quotations may be emailed
to nakusplibrary@netidea.com, dropped
off to the library, or mailed to Box 297,
Nakusp, BC. V0G 1R0. Quotation deadline
is May 15.
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SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet - any dish or antenna; home
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James,
250-226-7236 (w), 250-505-8392 (c).

WANTED

WANTED: Better BC Campaign Finance
Laws. Vote May 9.
WANTED: Better Health Care. Vote
May 9.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
April 28,
2017

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

Workplace Emergency First Aid
(WEFA): Sat May 27, 8:30am-4:30pm,
Crescent Valley Hall, $105.
Spring Mushroom Walk and Talk: Sat
May 13, 10:30am-3pm, Threads Guild.
Call for info.

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA
SERVICES

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in stock.
Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.

Highland Creek
Contracting
• Excavating • Dump truck •
Premium garden soil • Lawn
installation • Landscaping

Call for a estimate
Pete Schwartz

250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Nakusp Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph)
nakuspredimix@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Leaf Cabinetry

mobile

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• Licenced Residential Builder #42639

Darrell A. Olsen
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

K&A

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		
Phone: 250-265-4621
email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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IN MEMORIAM

IN LOVING MEMORY of Randy Earl
Duncan, July 12, 1988 - April 28, 2011.

As I sit in heaven and watch you every day
I try to let you know with signs
I never went away.
I hear you when you’re laughing
and watch you as you sleep
I even place my arms around you
to calm you as you weep.
I see you wish the days away,
begging to have me home
so I try to send you signs
so you know you are not alone.

Don’t feel guilty that you have life
Life that was denied to me
Heaven is truly beautiful
just you wait and see.

So live your life, laugh again,
enjoy yourself, be free
Then I know with every breath you take
You’ll be taking one for me.

-Love Mom and Dad, Amanda, Trevor,
Madison, Victoria, Meagan, Kaleigh, Granna
and all your aunts, uncles and cousins
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Celebrate Earth Day in the RDCK with Trash to Treasure
submitted
It’s Trash to Treasure (T2T) time again.
The RDCK is celebrating Earth Day by
promoting this bi-annual re-use event on
Saturday, April 22. The one-day event
encourages people to give away gently used
items to those who may find value in them.
It’s also an opportunity for residents to get out
and explore their neighbourhoods, meet new
people and find treasure
“Trash to Treasure is an easy way for
residents to find a second life for unwanted
household goods,” says Ann Bunka, Chair
of the RDCK Joint Resource Recovery
Committee. “Re-use is an important principle
of waste reduction, and will help to slow
down the amount of garbage entering our
landfills.”
On April 22, residents are encouraged to
place any gently used, unwanted household
goods together at the front of their property
in a location that can be safely accessed
by treasure hunters. A sign should clearly
indicate which items are available to take
for free. By 4 pm the same day all remaining
items should be gathered up and taken inside.

In order to ensure these events’ continual
success, the RDCK asks that residents keep
their community clean by removing leftover
items. Trash to Treasure days happen twice a

year in April and October. Visit the RDCK’s
website, www.rdck.ca, for more information
and to download a Trash to Treasure sign for
your property. For more information on the

three Rs of waste reduction – reduce, reuse,
and recycle – please visit the Recycling
Council’s website at www.rcbc.ca or call their
hotline at 1-800-667-4321.

submitted
Apparently Facebook hasn’t caught
up to current mores, at least not those
in Canada.
The Vallican Whole is hosting a
Medical Marijuana forum on Friday,
April 21 at 7pm. When they tried to
boost their event ad on Facebook, they
got this response: “Your boosted event
Medical Marijuana ... wasn’t approved.
It didn’t meet this Facebook Advertising
Policy: Your ad can’t promote illegal
activity, products or services.”
“We’ve been trying to figure out
how to dispute this, but I am pretty sure
we are only talking to a robot,” says
organizer Moe Lyons. “I told them, not
only is this totally legal in Canada, we
are trying to bring in experts to help
people to figure out how to access it

responsibly.”
This is not the first problem with
getting the word out about this event.
“We were told at one community venue,
not in the Valley, that the poster probably
couldn’t be put up because children

might see it,” says Lyons.
Fortunately this event has already
attracted considerable interest, and
will probably not suffer too much from
people not quite keeping up with the
times.

submitted
Juno Award winner Bill Bourne
plays at Mama Sita’s Café in Winlaw
Saturday, April 22 at 7 pm. Bourne, a
veteran of the international blues and
roots music scene, has received acclaim
from around the world for his recordings
and live performances. Life on the road is
reflected in his music – powerful rhythms
and soulful songs, steeped in blues, world
beat, Cajun, Celtic, folk, Latin, funk,
poetry and more.

Bourne was raised in a musical
family in rural Alberta, his parents
providing music for dances in country
halls. He began his professional music
career in 1975, releasing his first album
in 1982. Since then he has toured and
recorded both solo and with musicians
ranging from the Tannahill Weavers to
Lester Quitzau and Madagascar Slim.
To see Bourne play in Winlaw, call
Mama Sita’s (226-7070) to reserve your
table.

Medical Marijuana ad refused by Facebook

Bill Bourne in performance at Mama Sita’s

Open Thurs - Sun

SPRING HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM
WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Bill Lander
Realtor®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE
Christina Harder
Realtor®

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

Open Thursday Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday Wednesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

GIFTS

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax
www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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SD 10 superintendent’s report: enrolment is rising
submitted
• Enrolment has increased
by 17 since September 30. This
past month added seven new
students in three schools: four at
NES, two at Lucerne, and one in
distance learning.
• Joe Baron, principal
at Nakusp and Edgewood
elementary schools has accepted
another position starting August
1. Michael Hibberson, currently
serving as Edgewood School’s
teaching vice-principal, will
take over. He has already begun
transitioning alongside Baron
one day per week when EES
is closed. A posting for viceprincipal was released March 30
with the aim of having a new VP
selected by mid-May and starting
in the district August 1.
Nick Graves, Lucerne’s
principal for the 2017-18 school
year, arrives June to spend two
weeks learning from experienced
principal Trish Hawkins, who
came out of retirement and
stepped in at Lucerne for this
year.
• The Ministry of Education
has now released funding for
the Student Learning Grant in
the amount of $22,103 for all
six schools in the district. $50
per FTE (full time equivalent
student) has been allocated to
schools to expend after staff
consultation about their students’
learning resource needs
Eligible categories of
resources/supplies include
instructional supplies, athletic
equipment, and learning
resources to assist non-enrolling
teachers (i.e. career preparation
materials). Principals are
leading discussions with their
staff around school priorities and

costing for learning resources
this spring and have the option
of carrying funding over to
next year
• The district has been
successful in receiving a
$219,000 Youth Trades Capital
Equipment grant this year to
purchase school woodwork,
metalwork and automotive
shops and foods lab equipment
at NSS and Lucerne, ranging
from table saws and routers,
to energy efficient fridges and
stoves. A total of $368,000 over
the next three years will be
allocated to SD 10 with schools
determining the highest priorities
for capital equipment of the grant
application. $65,000 may be
spent this summer on a major
upgrade to plumbing, electrical
and cabinetry in Lucerne’s foods
room as its pipes freeze each
winter, electrical circuits blow
and insulation in the walls is
inadequate.
• The district has been
successful in our application for
School Enhancement Program
capital funding; $176,000 to
replace the NSS roof, $100,000
f o r e m e rg e n c y l i g h t i n g
throughout the district schools
and $220,000 for an NES solar
project which will increase future
energy savings in the district.
• The budget consultation
process has included consultation
at four district schools, with
meetings for both parents and
staff, one with the principals
and vice-principals, and two of
the three Finance committee
meetings. The Director of
Finance and Superintendent/
Secretary-Treasurer have
developed three budget
scenarios. Finance committee

meeting #3 was held April 11,
with the budget bylaw scheduled
to be passed on May 2 at a
Special Regular Meeting of the
Board of Education. Given
the uncertainty about Ministry
funding to implement the SCC
decision on restored class size
and composition language, the
final budget bylaw may need to
be postponed.
• The provincial parties
(BCTF and the government)
have signed a memorandum
of agreement outlining how
districts are to implement the
Supreme Court Decision to
restore class size and composition
language from 2002 Collective
Agreements. If class sizes are not
restored, the district is required
to pay a penalty to remedy the
teacher workload involving
significant additional teacher
preparation time.
• Over the past five months,
hundreds of students from
schools across the district have
participated in Design Thinking
Arts residencies ranging from
working with clay to creating
with food, from stopmotion
filmmaking and drawing
anime to welding. In all, six
artists, builders, tradespeople
and makers have worked with
our students. The next set of
workshops are bow-making with
Clark Dennill, filmmaking with
Lisa g Nielson and Isaac Carter,
and timber frame building with
Dave Madden
• Superintendent Taylor has
been appointed to the Ministry
Outreach team till the end of
June, providing support to other
school districts in redesigned
curriculum, assessment and
communication and reporting.

submitted
Castlegar ’s Kootenay
Gallery of Art will receive
$9,000 from the federal
government, says MP Richard
Cannings (South OkanaganWest Kootenay). This Heritage
Canada funding will support
the gallery’s multi-faceted
project 150 Creative Acts meant
to focus on the creativity of
regional artists, students and
citizens in celebrating Canada’s
150th birthday. Other sponsors
include Kootenay Columbia
Business Intelligence and
Columbia Power Corporation.
According to Cannings,
the project will include an art
exhibition at the gallery, art
projects with secondary schools,
a challenge to local citizens
and a variety of workshops
throughout the Castlegar region.
“The public art community
challenge, just one element
of the project, is a not-to-bemissed opportunity for everyone
throughout the region, artists
and non-artists alike, to create an
expression of love for country
and community in their very
own way,” said Cannings.

Gallery curator Maggie
Shirley says, “I’m excited for the
future of the West Kootenays. I
think tapping into our collective
creativity is an important step in
building the future. Creativity
isn’t just something we do
with our hands – it’s also an
attitude. It’s how we think, how
we talk with each other, how
we envision our community.
It creates a sense of curiosity
and possibility. This project
hopefully will nudge some of us
further in that direction.”

“Congratulations to
Kootenay Gallery of Art and
its sponsors for providing
this inclusive and creative
experience as we celebrate
our country’s heritage,” said
Cannings. “I urge everyone to
tap into their secret inner artist
and help make 150 Creative
Acts a huge success for the
area.”
For more information
contact the Kootenay Gallery
at 250-365-3337 or email
kootenaygallery@telus.net.

submitted
Winlaw Fire Rescue is
ramping up its ongoing campaign
to light up night time walkers.
“We’re trying hard to prevent any
incidents involving pedestrians
and motor vehicles,” says Chief
Stephanie Whitney. “Lots of
walkers out at this time of year,
wearing black in the fog. Very
scary!” The ‘Be Seen’ campaign
is in its third year and firefighters
are giving away free LED lights.
These lights are small and can
clip onto a jacket or dog collar.
If you walk at dusk or at night,

please avoid dark colours, walk
facing traffic and make sure
motorists can see you.
To receive your free
waterproof blinking LED for you
or your pet, stop by the Winlaw
Fire Department any Tuesday
between 6 and 7 pm, or ask your
local volunteer firefighter.
They’ll even replace the
battery for free when it gives out.

Kootenay Gallery project celebrates Canada’s 150th

Winlaw Fire Rescue wants to light you up

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Lemon Creek fuel spill trial dates set
by Jan McMurray
The Lemon Creek fuel spill trial has
been set for this fall.
In Nelson court on April 11, all parties
agreed on the trial dates: September 2528, October 30-November 2, November
20-23, and November 27-30.
The parties will next attend Nelson
court by teleconference on May 2 at 2
pm to schedule dates for the pre-trial
conference, and to report on any updates
regarding admissions. Justice Seagram
said he believed the judge assigned to
the Lemon Creek fuel spill trial would
be sitting in Nelson on May 2.

Judge Seagram also asked the
parties to be in contact with one another
before May 2. “I want this to stay on
course and there to be no surprises,”
he said.
The counsel involved in this case are
John Cliffe for the federal Crown, Chris
Archer for Executive Flight Centre, Al
Heppner for Danny LaSante, and James
Maxwell and Angela Davies for the
Province. At this latest hearing, Heppner
was once again absent. So far, Archer
has represented LaSante in Heppner’s
absence.
Executive Flight Centre, the

Province of BC, and truck driver Danny
LaSante have all pled not guilty to
two counts of depositing a deleterious
substance into water frequented by fish
under the federal Fisheries Act, and
six counts of introducing waste into
the environment under the provincial
Environmental Management Act. These
charges stem from the spill of 33,000
litres of jet fuel into the Slocan River
on July 26, 2013. The case started as
a private prosecution by Slocan Valley
resident Marilyn Burgoon, and was
taken over by the federal government in
January 2016.

by Jan McMurray
Marilyn James pleaded not guilty to
charges of break and enter and mischief
in Nelson court on April 11. The dates
for the trial, expected to take one and a
half days, will be set on May 2.
James is representing herself in
the case. She has been accused of

breaking and entering into the Colville
Confederated Tribes house in Winlaw on
November 30, 2016.
At the April 11 hearing in Nelson,
James repeatedly asked the judge who
her accuser was. The judge said he knew
nothing about the case, but that she may
find the answer to her question in the

information James received from Crown
Counsel that day.
James told the judge that she is a
member of the tribe that owns the house.
“How can I break and enter on my own
property?” she asked. She explained
that two white women were occupying
the house with no permission, as far
as she knew. She notified the tribe by
email, but received no response. She
said she also contacted tribal program
organizations because she had proposed
to run language and land protocol
programs at the house. Justice Seagram
acknowledged that this may be true and
very relevant to her trial, but it would
have to wait until the trial. The April 11
hearing was an opportunity for James to
receive disclosure from the crown and
enter her plea.

Marilyn James pleads not guilty to break and enter charges

The Festival of Water is back! Parade! May Pole!
May 6 • 1 pm - midnight • Mama Sita’s Café
The Ultimate Food Challenge Fundraiser event !
Let’s give thanks and praises, come together and have a great time!!

Line up so far:
The Andrew Cook Band
Chipko Jones
Niko Paper Cups
Cold Mountain Air
The Slocan Valley Samba Band
Tenise

Dazza
In The Sticks
Lady Humble
The Sphistocrats
Soniko
Evan Kinsella

John Heath
Justin Tydeman
demo by Dances of
Universal Peace
Steven Lee
more TBA

Trail ER to be rebuilt

submitted
Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital in Trail will get a new
emergency department, the Ministry of
Health has announced.
The emergency department
expansion will address immediate space
and service challenges and accommodate
projected patient care needs for the
future. Plans include a single-storey
addition to the existing building that is
anticipated to triple the size of the current
emergency department. As well, there
will be a new electrical system, and new
or redeveloped trauma bays, urgent care
treatment bays, exam spaces, airborne
isolation room, decontamination room,
procedure/gynecology room, secure
room, quiet/consult room, renovated
minor procedure room and triage area,
and a covered ambulance area.
Total cost of the project is expected
to be $16.6 million. Of that, the Ministry
says, $9.36 million will come from the
Province through Interior Health, $1
million from the Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital (KBRH) Health
Foundation and $6.24 million from the
West Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital District.
“The WKBRHD board of directors
has been collectively advocating for this
project, recognizing the important role
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital
plays in the health care for residents in
all our communities,” says chair Aimee
Watson. “We are pleased to be a partner
in funding for our regional hospital.”
The next step is procurement with
construction estimated to start in the
summer of 2018 and occupancy for
the beginning of 2020. The project is
estimated to create approximately 60
direct and 40 indirect jobs.

