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Sinixt win aboriginal right to hunt in traditional territory in BC
by Jan McMurray
The crowd let out a victory cry
in the Nelson courthouse on March
27 after Justice Mrozinski read her
61-page decision in the trial of Rick
Desautel, Sinixt hunter from the
Colville reservation in Washington.
Desautel was acquitted of
charges of hunting in the Castlegar
area without a licence and hunting
big game as a non-resident, as these
charges infringe on his aboriginal
right to hunt in Sinixt traditional
territory.
“I have found in this case that
when Mr. DeSautel hunted the
cow-elk near Castlegar, British
Columbia on October 1, 2010, he
was exercising an aboriginal right;
that is the aboriginal right of the
Sinixt/ Lakes people to hunt in their
traditional territory here in what is
now British Columbia as they had
done for several thousand years
before contact,” concluded Judge
Mrozinski.
“There were tears of joy in the
courtroom. This has been a long time
coming,” said Michael Marchand,
chair of the Colville Business
Council for Confederated Tribes
of the Colville Reservation (CCT).
“A lot of them [approximately 35
people attended from the Colville
Reservation] have been working
on this for years, and some were
involved with the previous efforts
with Bob Campbell going back to
the Vallican road issue.”
The Sinixt were declared extinct
in Canada in 1956.
Mark Underhill, lawyer for
the CCT, said he feels the most
important aspect of the ruling is the
acknowledgement that the Sinixt are
still a group of people who can hold
aboriginal rights. “This decision is
important first and foremost for the
psyche of the Sinixt people. They
have their identity back. I can’t put
the import of that into words.”
Underhill added that the decision
provides the legal foundation for
various rights other than hunting.

“We will be working on next steps.
There’s so much to be done to
achieve reconciliation and that’s the
overall goal,” he said.
Chairman Marchand said that the
CCT government has been talking
about how to re-establish Sinixt
rights in Canada for about 20 years.
“We’ve been talking about how to
solve our problems with Canada for a
long time. We feel we were not justly
treated. We were declared extinct and
lost our lands and our hunting rights.
Rather than go for a land claim effort,
we thought it would be smarter to go
after our hunting rights first. Maybe
that’s all we’ll do. But we decided
to start with this smaller step. It was
a carefully planned effort as a tribe,
but Rick Desautel is the one who did
it and went through with it, so we all
admire Ricky. He’s our hero now.”
Marchand said he tried to talk to
Canadian officials when the treaty

process started about 20 years ago,
but was told there was no process for
First Nations who have been declared
extinct. “There was nowhere to go,
so it was frustrating. As a small
child, I heard the adults around me
saying we were extinct, and now
I’m 63 years old. I think this court
decision has some impact on our
extinction status, but I don’t know
to what extent. We’re interested in
the land, but this case didn’t deal
with that issue. Technically, we filed
land claims years ago but we’re not
actively litigating those cases. Right
now, we’re just focusing on our
hunting rights.”
Marchand reports that the CCT
council is now talking about how to
implement the court decision giving
the Sinixt people the right to hunt in
their Canadian traditional territory.
“We want to do it in a reasonable
way and keep good relations with the

community in the region,” he said.
Marchand explained that the CCT
have three million acres of hunting
land on the Colville reservation, and
employ game wardens, biologists,
and researchers. But they also
have off-reserve hunting rights in
Washington state. “So it’s similar in
some ways to having the right to hunt
on our traditional territory in Canada.
We work with Washington state
officials. Our laws and objectives
are not always the same, but we
try to work it out so as not to create
conflict. We want to work together as
much as possible with the authorities
in Canada.”
Marchand said the tribe hopes
to have more presence in the area
as time goes on. He said the CCT
position of Arrow Lakes facilitator
will likely be filled fairly soon, and
the job description will include
ensuring the smooth implementation

of the court decision. Virgil Seymour
held the facilitator position with the
CCT until he passed away last June.
Marchand says they are also
researching the files on the Vallican
burial site and the house owned by
the CCT in the Slocan Valley.
The Sinixt people who came to
the valley in the mid 1980s – Marilyn
James, Robert Watt, Bob Campbell –
are members of the CCT. “They’ve
invested a lot of their lives trying
to establish Sinixt rights, but their
own version of it,” said Marchand.
“Like any other nation, we have lots
of diversity and different opinions
among us.”
He says that while the CCT are
optimistic, they are waiting to see
if an appeal is filed. “We hope it
doesn’t get appealed, but we will
continue the fight if it does.”
The Crown has 30 days to file
an appeal.

Many members of the Colville Confederated Tribes were present to hear the landmark ruling for the Sinixt people by Justice Mrozinski on March 27 in the Nelson courthouse. Rick Desautel (front
and centre) was acquitted of charges of illegal hunting, as those charges infringe on his aboriginal right to hunt in traditional Sinixt territory in BC.
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Pat Ashton receives Medal of Good Citizenship at ceremony in Cranbrook
by Jan McMurray
Slocan resident Pat Ashton
received the Medal of Good
Citizenship at a ceremony in
Cranbrook on March 21. He was the
sole award recipient at the ceremony,
and all five of his brothers and sisters
and several of his friends attended.
This was the first time in seven years
that Ashton and all his siblings had
been together.
Speakers included Carol Barclay,
Slocan resident who nominated
Ashton; Minister Shirley Bond; and
Ashton himself. MLA Bill Bennett
emceed.
“There are so many people in this
town that volunteer, so I accepted the

award on behalf of everyone who
makes the town the beautiful place
it is,” said the ever-humble Ashton in
an interview after the event.
Ashton was very honoured to
be nominated by his peers and to
be chosen for this award. “You
never volunteer thinking you’re
going to be recognized like this,”
he said. “Volunteering has its own
rewards. You get leadership skills,
organizational skills, you learn about
working with groups – it helps you
be a more well rounded person. For
me, the biggest reward is the warm,
fuzzy feeling I get when I help out
the community or the people who
live here.”

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

Ashton says ‘It’s a Wonderful
Life’ is his favourite movie. “The
message is amazing – how much
impact one person can have. You can
make such a difference in people’s

lives in one moment on the street.
It can be negative or positive; I like
to stay on the positive side if I can.”
An interactive kiosk in Victoria
includes the photos and stories of all

BC award recipients, so Ashton will
be memorialized there.
The Province began awarding
this medal in 2015, and 34 BC
citizens have received it so far.

Slocan resident Pat Ashton was presented with a Medal of Good Citizenship in Cranbrook on March 21. L to R: MLA Katrine Conroy, Peggy
Ashton, Pat Ashton, Carol Barclay (nominator), Madeleine Perriere (Slocan councillor).

Funding announced for Kaslo infoNet Society’s Kootenay Lake project
by Jan McMurray
The funding has come through for
the Kaslo infoNet Society’s project to lay
fibre-optic cable in Kootenay Lake from
Balfour to Kaslo.
A press release issued by the Province
of BC on April 3 announces funding of
$433,650 under the Connecting British
Columbia program, administered by the
Northern Development Initiative Trust.
Columbia Basin Trust will contribute an
additional $445,160 for a total investment
of $878,810. The Kaslo infoNet Society
(KiN) will also kick in funding and inkind contributions.
Don Scarlett of KiN says they hope
to complete the project in 2017.
“This is good news!” said Scarlett.
“We would never be able to do this
without the Province and CBT. This is
the first project of its kind that we know
of, and we hope it will be the first of a
number of similar projects to bring high
speed internet to rural communities that
haven’t had the opportunity to access that
kind of internet bandwidth.”
Scarlett explained that although
fibreoptic cable has been laid underwater
before, this project is revolutionary in
the sense that the fibre will serve the
local area rather than be a “trans-Canada
type run.”
“It’s not just a trunk line that bypasses
everyone – it’s there to serve the local
people,” Scarlett said. “It’s quite unique
to provide fibreoptic high-speed internet
to the home in rural areas.”
He added that laying fibre in the lake
is much less expensive than stringing it
on utility poles or digging it into roads.
The fibre is ½” wide and ¼” thick, and
will run about 40 kilometres from Balfour
to Kaslo, with landing sites in between.
The press release says that
approximately 700 rural households and
businesses will have access to internet
speeds comparable with major urban
centres as a result of the new underwater
fibre cable. Scarlett says the fibreoptic
service will deliver much higher speeds
than wireless transmission of any kind.
“The amount of bandwidth will be in
orders of magnitude more than could
possibly be done by wireless,” he said.

The press release lists the North
Kootenay Lake communities benefitting
from the project as Ainsworth, Woodbury
Creek Resort and Woodbury Village,
Mirror Lake, Pineridge, Fletcher Creek,
Kaslo, Shutty Bench, Schroeder Creek,
Cooper Creek, Lardeau, Argenta, and
Johnson’s Landing.
Connecting British Columbia is a
multi-year grant program funded by the
Province and administered by Northern
Development Initiative Trust to support
new and upgraded backbone and lastmile infrastructure projects in rural and
remote communities in BC to drive
innovation, regional growth and the
creation of new jobs. The program can
be used for new internet connections and
to upgrade existing internet connections,
for local internet infrastructure builds and

for new pathways.
As part of its Rural Economic
Development Strategy, the Province
recently announced a further investment
of $40 million to the Connecting British
Columbia program to help regional
internet service providers, Aboriginal
organizations, local governments,
and other organizations to expand or
enhance internet connectivity in currently
unconnected and underserved areas of
BC.
This additional funding aligns with
the Province’s #BCTECH Strategy to
bring the province closer to 100% highspeed connectivity and help eligible BCbased internet service providers leverage
the new federal $500 million Connect to
Innovate program to maximize funding
available for rural connectivity projects.

submitted
More than 220 projects in 150
communities throughout British
Columbia are receiving a total of $7.6
million in BC/ Canada 150 grants, and
six of them are in our area.
Administered by the BC Museums
Association and supported by Heritage
BC with funding provided by the
Government of British Columbia, the
BC/ Canada 150 program was launched
to mark the 150th anniversary of
Canada’s Confederation by recognizing
BC communities and their contributions
to the nation. Projects funded through the
program will create meaningful legacies
that honour the province’s unique and
diverse histories, culture and heritage.
Among the recipients, the Slocan
Valley Historical Society is receiving
$24,000 for the Slocan Historic Walking
Tour project; the Langham Cultural
Society is receiving $70,000 for the 2017
Langham Upgrades Project; the Lardeau
Valley Historical Society is receiving
$9,000 to construct a shelter for its
donated 1931 Model-A Ford; the Arrow
Lakes Historical Society is receiving
$8,000 for preserving the Centennial
building; the Nakusp and District

Museum Society is receiving $19,000
for Nakusp Museum revitalization;
and the Village of Nakusp is receiving
$14,000 for the caboose and plow
heritage display.
These one-time grants of up to
$100,000 are awarded to organizations
responsible for a museum, archive
or historic place, including not-forprofit organizations, First Nations Band
Councils, Aboriginal Friendship Centres,
local governments and post-secondary
institutions.

Six projects in our area
get BC/ Canada 150 grants

CORRECTION

In our front page story in the March
23 issue, ‘Big money comes through
for Springer Creek microhydro and
Johnson’s Landing water system,’ we
reported that some of the funding for the
Johnson’s Landing water system came
from a gas tax grant from former Area
D Director Andy Shadrack. In fact, that
funding was rescinded and replaced with
community development funds from
nine RDCK directors: Area D ($37,000),
Area A ($5,000), Area B ($5,400),
Area E ($5,000), Area F ($3,000), Area
H ($3,000), Area I ($1,500), Area J
($5,400), Area K ($5,000).
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Slide season hits: Access cut off to five homes in New Denver area
Ministry of Transportation to inspect
it, even though it is not the Regional
District’s responsibility.
“We responded to it because it
was an event we knew was impacting
residents up there,” said Manager
of Corporate Administration Anitra
Winje. The material is still too wet
to move, she added, and danger trees
need to be removed before debris
removal can proceed. Water was
diverted to prevent any materials
going onto the highway.
The same day in Ainsworth, a slide
below 3430 Loon Lake Road forced
the evacuation of one residence.
The road was heavily damaged due
to heavy water flow in the vicinity.
Traffic on Hwy 31 through Ainsworth
wasn’t impacted but flaggers were
onsite. There were no reports of
injuries or structural damage.
On March 27, residents in
Johnson’s Landing were put on
evacuation alert after the RDCK
received a report that Gar Creek was
running muddy and materials on the
slope appeared to be shifting. The
two-metre-wide flood resulted from
a slide that caused approximately 500
cubic metres of material to slough
off high on the slope. The material
was deposited on the hillside before
reaching any dwellings.
A reception centre was established
at the Argenta Community Hall, but
shut down again when the evacuation
order was lifted the next day. The
RDCK determined that the small slide
and debris flood were minor in nature.
The RDCK had activated its
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC)
a few days prior due to numerous small
flood and slide events throughout the
district.
“Public safety is the RDCK’s
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by Katrine Campbell
Residents throughout the valleys
are keeping a watchful eye on the
sky – and the slopes – after the wet
weather caused several landslides
over the past few weeks.
The worst was in rural New
Denver, on a bench above Hwy 6,
which came down over a private road
March 23 and isolated five families.
They have had to hike across the
muddy pile of debris to get into town.
One couple, who was away when
the slide happened, is staying at a
relative’s home.
Tamara Vaughan-Claxton said
she doesn’t want to walk over the
slide, so has been hiking down the hill
instead. She was the first to discover
the landslide that morning.
“I tried to drive to work and said,
‘I guess not – there’s a giant slide
across the road.’ I had to back up all
the way to get home.” Although the
situation isn’t the best, she has been
borrowing vehicles to do her job
as a rural mail carrier. “People are
fantastic, they’re very helpful.”
When the road is cleared depends
on the weather. The area will have to
dry out considerably before it can be
re-opened.
This was the second slide in
the same neighbourhood. The first
took out a massive chunk of Bill
and Donna Vaughan’s driveway and
slid onto Highway 6 at the hospital
corner. Emergency crews cleared it
quickly. Geotechs examined the area
and recommended water mitigation
techniques, which they implemented,
“and that pretty much dried it up,”
Vaughan-Claxton says.
Although the road is private, the
RDCK sent Emergency Manager
Terry Warren and a geotech from the

number one priority,” says Andrew
Bellerby, EOC Director and General
Manager of Fire and Emergency
Services. “The RDCK is ready
to assist our residents in case of
emergency, if needed.”
People are asked to stay alert for
signs of flooding or slides. They are
also encouraged to read the debris
flow brochure available on the RDCK
website at rdck.ca/assets/Services/
Emergency~Management. To report
any debris indicators or hazards, or in
the event of an emergency, residents

Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
– Open daily –

To incomparable hosts Mr. Kees Van der Pol
and Mr. Dan Nicholson, the Hughes families, and
the residents of Nakusp, Arrow Park, Burton,
Fauquier, Edgewood, Castlegar and the Slocan
Valley for the evening of my life.

Your warmth, sincerity, exuberance and sense of fun and
togetherness, the beautiful cards and gifts and above
all your kindness filled the hall, filled my heart and have
given me memories that will be with me forever.
With love from Janet Spicer

Expect Pedestrians

Individual, couple and
family therapist
25+ years experience

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

THANK YOU BEYOND WORDS

Financial Assistance (DFA) is
now available to eligible British
Columbians in the Central and East
Kootenay region who may have
been impacted from the flooding that
occurred from March 15 to 23. The
deadline for applications is June 25.
The DFA application is online at:
gov.bc.ca/disasterfinancialassistance.

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW

250-359-7323

The worst slide was in rural New Denver, on a bench above Hwy 6, which came down over
a private road March 23 and isolated five families.

can call the 24-hour provincial
Emergency Coordination Centre
toll-free number at 1-800-663-3456.
For sand and sandbags,
homeowners should contact their local
Emergency Program Coordinator.
For information on how to
prepare for an evacuation, please
visit: rdck.ca/EN/main/services/
emergency-management/emergencypreparedness.html.
The Province also issued
a statement saying that Disaster
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Slocan
Community
Health Centre
& Arrow Lakes
Hospital

May 2-4 8:30 am
– 3:30 pm

Victorian
Community Health Centre

May 9 – 11 8:30 am – 3:30 pm
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OPINION

Democracy and
the press

I have lived in Grand Forks
for 30 years and have watched the
decline in access to the local media.
They don’t want to publish it unless
it is something they want to hear
or have known. I then decided to
subscribe to the Valley Voice where
you have two full pages in EVERY
issue in SMALL print of letters to
the editor. What a breath of literal
fresh air. Thank you again for sharing
EVERYONE’S voice. Only that is
democracy, which obviously does
not reign here at the press.
Angelica Herlihy
Grand Forks

The ghost of
Flying Phil
Gaglardi haunts
the White House

‘Flying’ Phil Gaglardi was a
cabinet minister in the Social Credit
governments from 1952 to 1968.
With a propensity to drive really fast
in government vehicles and planes,
he mostly held the post of Minister
of Highways.
Unnamed sources indicate that
spectral visions have been seen in and
around the US government offices
since Donald Trump’s inauguration.
Some Republicans have reported
that a disembodied voice whispers
in their ear at appropriate times and
says this: “If I’m lying, it’s only
because I think I’m telling the truth.”
This is a quote from Flying Phil
when confronted by reporters that
he had misused and misappropriated
government machinery.
I think the spin doctors from
both the Republican and Democrat
sides are brilliant and quick, but also
defensive and belligerent, which
to me indicates deception and not
candor.
Jim Van Horn
Kaslo
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A false alarm

On Monday March 28, one of the
many gravelly banks along Gar Creek
in Johnson’s Landing got saturated
with rain and slid into the creek.
Somehow this very minor event
was blown way out of proportion.
Apparently, someone called the
media to report a ‘slide’ which was
not really happening. The springtime
sloughing of gravel and rock into the
creek is a regular event and most often
takes place in rainy weather.
To explain why these minor
events happen, a person needs to
understand that during the actual
landslide of 2012, almost all of the
bushes and trees were stripped out of
Gar Creek and dumped into Kootenay
Lake. This left the valley that the
creek lies in with just gravel and rock
along the sides of the creek. Due to
the natural law of gravity, periodically
some material goes into Gar Creek. I
expect that this natural process will
continue to occur until the banks
manage to green up with new plant
growth, and the roots start to stabilize
the exposed subsoil.
At the same time, it should be
noted that the original 2012 slide
scraped out a huge amount of material
and made the whole valley very wide.
I point out this fact to assert that IF
there is ever another actual land slide,
it now has a huge basin to disperse its
material into, thus posing no danger
to the local population.
The RDCK needs to assure
everyone that they are ready to act in
an emergency... thus they were just
doing their job by putting residents
on evacuation alert. The real culprits
in spreading fear are some media
outlets. They regurgitated some of the
old 2012 landslide footage and made
it sound as if the current situation
was another disaster. This was a
false alarm. It is a common event
and does not deserve disaster-focused
reporting.
Richard Ortega
Johnson’s Landing

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers. Letters and articles should be no longer than
500 words and may be edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted
material. Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include
your address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Sunday Supper, Monday Burgers,
Wednesday Pasta, Thursday wings

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
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The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

The free
market and our
democracy

Addendum to my letter of
March 9, ‘Democracy/ capitalism’:
In the last 70 years since World
War II, societies in western Europe
and North America have evolved
into capitalistic democracies in
which the so called ‘free market’
rules economic, social and
political relationships. Through
mass-production (‘Fordism’)
and economization of time
and employment strategies
(‘Taylorism’), productivity had
swelled to a degree that inland
markets became too small for all
the goods being produced. Free
trade agreements were signed with
other nations, and business relations
expanded worldwide. Not only were
less expensive goods imported,
which competed favourably
with local products, but inland
manufacturers began transferring
their plants to low-wage off-shore
sites to increase profit margins. That
move caused unemployment and
union bashing at home. Free trade
agreements tend to level safety,
ecological and environmental
regulations, making inroads into
local laws and negating them.
International markets thus began to

dictate national regulations.
The international
interwovenness and dependency
on energy supplies, raw materials,
flow of goods with low prices and
credit/ debt relationships diminished
the free play of national politics
to an ever greater degree. One
actually speaks now of marketdependent and market-conforming
democracies, in which international
trade agreements dictate which
policies can or cannot be exercised
in the home country. International
markets now run under the name
of ‘globalization,’ hushing up that
it is actually de-nationalization of
national industries and national
markets. The prosperity and wellbeing of millions of citizens thus
becomes dependent on decisions
of international organizations and
their executives, trans-national
companies, big central bank
managers, all kinds of councils and
directorial boards etc., all acting in
isolation from national populations
and without any democratic
accountability to them.
What does that mean for the
people that are ruled by a government
whose actions and considerations are
subject to the business relations of
the various international economic
sectors? To what extent do the
people still have a say in the policies
of their government, if they can

voice their preferences only once
every four years? Do we actually
still have ‘democracy’ of and for
the people? To boot we have guys
like Justin Trudeau, who promises
one thing and reverses his stand
once he gets into office. Is he still
an honourable PM?
In a market-conforming
democracy, we have basically a
struggle between two electoral
constituencies: the national state
people and the international
market people. The national state
people’s rights are grounded in
their citizenship. The international
market people derive their claim
to national public policy-making
from commercial contracts, and
in states and provinces with high
indebtedness, the creditors have
precedence and control over their
clientele. In a capitalistic democracy,
the power of money thus takes the
power of votes.
We certainly do not have an
egalitarian democracy; some call
it neo-liberalism, some speak of
post-democracy. So, who are we
voting for? Have we got a choice
at all? To get the full picture, please
read Wolfgang Streeck’s How will
Capitalism End?
PS: Do we know who Christy
Clark’s backers and bankers are?
Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier
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A better way

Re: Richard Eichenauer’s letter,
Valley Voice March 9, 2017. Wolfgang
Streeck gives a good description of the
end times of capitalism in his February
9 CBC Radio interview on ‘Ideas.’ Mr.
Streeck realized capitalism was coming to
an end in 2008. The 2008 financial crisis
showed things can happen that can tear
it apart in a very short time. Since 2008,
it’s been business as usual – until the next
bubble bursts.
The banks bailed themselves out in
2008 with their ability to create money.
They can take a government bond, which
is itself a loan, use it as collateral and
lend 10 times its value. Our currency and
monetary system is debt based. About
96% of our currency originates as bank
loans to government and to people to buy
such things as houses. Money is created
out of nothing and we have to pay it back
with our hard work and taxes – with
interest. Money cannot be created at will.
There are rules to the game. The loans
have to be paid back or people will lose
confidence in the monetary system. Bad
loans in 2008 almost caused the collapse
of the system. There are other problems.
As the loans get paid back money gets
taken out of the system, people have less
money to spend and we have a recession.
To prevent recessions, the banks have
to make more loans and the government
undertakes stimulus programs. Before
1974, the Bank of Canada could
create money like the banks. Now the
government borrows from the banks. The
Fraser Institute found that in 2015, federal,
provincial, and local governments paid
$60.8 billion in interest on their loans.
With that kind of money, our stimulus
program could be twice as large and we
wouldn’t have to go into debt to pay for
it. Debt is a spectre that always threatens
this house of cards. Will the government
be able to pay the interest on its debt? Will
house prices crash? Will a bad Wall St.
investment in derivatives sink the system?
Mr. Streeck says there is nothing
to replace capitalism after it collapses.
There are people working on a more
sensible economic system. Comer.org is
working to reinstate the Bank of Canada’s
mandate to provide interest-free loans
to levels of government. Their journal
makes interesting reading. Joyce Nelson
has written a book, Beyond Banksters
– Resisting the New Feudalism. Nelson
exposes the major players privatizing the
world, their hidden-in-plain-view takeover
of Canada and alternatives. The book
has been distributed to every Member
of Parliament and every member of the
senate. Now they have no excuse for not
knowing what is going on. The book and
reviews of it are available at Watershed
Sentinel Books.
Ed Zak
Nakusp

Matthew 25: 29

However one is inclined to interpret
this biblical passage, it certainly is neocapitalism’s maxim: “For unto every one
that hath shall be given, and he shall have
abundance; but for him that hath not shall
be taken even that which he hath.”
In science, this is known as the

“cumulative advantage.” On the radio, we
are hearing about the five major Canadian
banks practicing it.
Yes Mr. White, as you mention in
your letter in the Valley Voice of March 23,
there is great inequality among the people
in this and all other countries, and it has
been thus in all the history of mankind.
That you blame teachers, the unions, and
the more educated is nonsense.
Indeed, unions have been a major
force fighting for equality all through
industrialization. Since unions have
been bashed and proclaimed a hindrance
to the free market and international
competitiveness by the takers and movers
of money, inequality has sky-rocketed.
That teachers have kept up the fight is
commendable! I only wish that they
would teach some basic economics too,
so that youngsters do not fall into the trap
of overspending, in which their parents
have apparently become victims through
the seductive persuasions of top sales
managers and their own desire to keep
up with the Jones’. Takes two to tango!
As for the complacence of the general
public, the president of the European
Union, Jean Claude Juncker, spilled
the beans best when he expressed in an
interview with the German weekly Der
Spiegel about the “Republic of Brussels”:
“We decide something, put it out into the
world and wait for a while to see what
happens. If there is no great uproar and
no rebellions, because most people don’t
really grasp what we have decided, we
just move on to the next stage – step by
step, until there is no going back.” This
is democracy by permissive consent, just
like Margaret Thatcher’s TINA politics
(There Is No Alternative), or Angela
Merkel’s “Sachzwang” = (economic-)
Fact-Compulsion. When Junkers was
presiding over the Euro-Zone bank rescue,
he stated: “When matters get serious, we
have to tell lies.”
Those are the ethics of some of the
highest neoliberalist politicians in Europe.
Thank God we are in Canada… but we are
eager to do business with them! A slight
variation to a quote from Bert Brecht’s
Threepenny Opera: “First come the
profits, then come the ethics.”
The money that is lacking to pay
everybody a fair wage is rotting in the
vaults of the also complacent super-rich,
rotting just like all of neo-capitalism. Until
we stage a rebellion, and demand electoral
reform NOW from Justin Trudeau, we will
remain a footnote in his ledger. Some of
the people in the upper chamber may as
well be scrapped without much ado.
Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

BC Hydro
boondoggles

My BC Hydro bills have been going
up every year, and as a senior on a fixed
income, this concerns me. So I thought
I’d look into the situation a little bit. After
all, demand, both here and in the States,
has been flat for the last 10 years. As well,
there are new sources of electricity coming
on line. That would imply an over supply
of electricity, so should mean lower prices
for the consumer, not higher.
What I found was shocking. Thanks

to the policies of the BC Liberals, begun
by Gordon Campbell, BC Hydro went
from a solid prosperous entity to one
swimming in debt. What happened
was this: Campbell felt that private
power producers (IPPs) could compete
favourably with Hydro’s ability to produce
low cost power, so the government made
a huge push to encourage IPPs, including
the kiss of death: multi-decade contracts
to buy power at a fixed price. This was
based on Hydro’s forecast of a solid 2%
increase in demand each year.
But that’s not all. Hydro inked a deal
with Accenture for $1.27 billion over
10 years to outsource accounting and
billing. The estimate was a savings of
$250 million. The reality was a loss of
$500 million. Transmission was removed
from BC Hydro to become the new BC
Transmission Corp. Eight years later,
after losing $65 million on transmission
costs, it was re-integrated with BC Hydro,
debt and all.
In the meantime, the IPPs were
selling power to Hydro on contract (very
favourable to them), and this is where the
ongoing ruinous costs come out.
In the last year, BC Hydro’s external
trade sales brought in three cents a kilowatt
hour. It paid private producers nine cents a
kilowatt hour in the same period, buying
about the same quantity of power that it
sold outside BC. The provincial utility’s
annual reports show that, since 2002, the
company’s average price on trade sales
has been slightly above three cents a
kilowatt hour.
During those 14 years, BC Hydro
paid independent power producers $9
billion. Had the purchases been at rates
established by the marketplace – where
the Crown corporation was selling surplus
power – BC Hydro would have paid $4
billion less to private producers. And
because the average purchase price of
private power is rising and the market
value is not, losses are accelerating.
Today, BC Hydro has debts totaling
$76 billion: (in millions of dollars)
$16,896 in long term debt, $53,817 in long
term energy purchase commitments, and
$5,433 in ‘deferred’ debt – debts which
will be paid by and by.
If Hydro were a private company,
it would be belly-up by now, unable to
borrow money, unable to service its debts,
but hey, presto! it has guarantors – us!
This brings to us the Site C dam
project. This project has no business
case, first and foremost. BC Hydro has
estimated that the power from Site C, if
completed, would cost anywhere from
$64 to $83 per MW (million watts).
For comparison, power generated from
Hydro’s existing hydroelectric generating
stations costs a bit more than $8/MW.
Currently, Hydro pays almost $80/
MW to IPPs, and sells about the same
amount of power on the external spot
market, for a bit more than $22/MW. So
the power produced by IPPs is surplus
to our needs, never mind Site C. The
projected cost of this project has already
risen from $8.2 billion to $8.9 billion.
The final cost? Your guess: higher than
that. Normally when a power generating
station is built, the plan is to pay for it from
revenues generated. In the case of Site
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C, the power will be sold at a loss. This
project is 100% debt financing, at 3% over
70 years, being paid for by you, the Hydro
ratepayer, through ever higher hydro bills.
Site C will flood the only remaining
class one farmland (the best) in the
province. If anyone cares, it tramples on
the rights of First Nations (again). Hydro
engineers are already worried about the
effects fracking-induced earthquakes will
have on their existing Peace River dams,
Site A and Site B. Site C will be a dirt dam
anchored to dirt – no bedrock.
The NDP, hopefully, will win the
upcoming election, and will halt Site C if
for no other reason than to preserve BC’s
credit rating. If they don’t, we must hold
their feet to the fire, because we, and our
children, and their children will wind up
paying for the most expensive boondoggle
ever proposed by a BC government.
Harvey Armstrong
Johnson’s Landing

Buffoons build
BC’s biggest
blunder?

Why is BC Hydro building the Site
C hydroelectric project, flooding valuable
farmland along our Peace River Valley in
northeast BC, destroying forests needed
for carbon sequestration to help offset
climate change, and eliminating fish
that the First Nations rely upon for an
essential food?
We do not need the power. Already
we export half of the production. We have
Columbia River Treaty power of equal
size. We have Burrard Thermal for a few
hours a year when we need it. We have
conservation – wasting less. We have
small power projects. We even have BC
Hydro’s spokesperson David Conway
stating, “Site C is about the future, 20 to
40 years.”
Almost 100,000 people have signed
petitions saying that the project is not
needed, and is a bad idea; that it is a
“Force of ‘N’” against Nature” and
commonsense. Over 350 scholars and
scientists, and the Royal Society of
Canada, also agree that we do not need
the project.
At $8.8 billion, it is an enormous
expense, more than anything else in
BC! Plus another $2+ billion for power
lines to get the electricity to Vancouver
and Vancouver Island, where most of
the customers reside. That will cost us
ratepayers $145 /MWh, or 14.5 cents /
kWh, yet people criticize small power
producers for getting paid 10 cents?
On August 22, 2016, Fisheries and
Oceans signed an ‘Authorization’ to allow
BC Hydro to begin “works that will create
serious harm to fish.” They describe “11
works or activities.” Remember, this is for
an $11 billion project. Take a look at the
Authorization: “Number 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7,
8, 9, 10, 11”. Where is number 5? There
is no number 5! $11 Billion we are about
to cough up and someone, all of these
people, cannot count to 10? WTF? –
“Why the Flood?”: farmland, forest, fish.
Only one person wants the project,
Premier Clark, yet over 100,000 oppose
this nightmare, even the head of the
joint review panel which studied the

impacts of the project, Dr. Harry Swain.
Is this democracy? Even the courts are
too irresponsible and afraid to stop the
project. Why are we building it, when it
is such a terrible waste?
Roger Bryenton
Vancouver

Response to
two ATV letters

I am correcting some statements
by Elsje de Boer in her letter in the
March 23 issue. CBT funded a Master
Trails Plan for Area K of RDCK and
the Village of Nakusp. A consultant
firm was selected and hired to facilitate.
The plan is to compile an inventory
of all the trails and to map them. The
working group is comprised of eight
clubs/ societies representing motorized
and non-motorized use of trails. The
Master Plan is to strengthen regional
collaboration and partnerships between
the various trail user groups, Recreational
Sites and Trails BC, Area K/ RDCK and
the Village of Nakusp. The plan would
foster environmental, economic, and
social sustainability. The possibility of
leveraging funding collectively for the
groups is greatly increased.
After several meetings since
September 2016, open house sessions
were held in Edgewood, Burton, and
Nakusp. These sessions encouraged
residences and recreational users to give
input to this process.
The resource roads are exactly
that – resource roads. For motorized
off-road users, the machines have to
display a valid license plate or sticker,
carry third party liability insurance,
wear an approved DOT helmet, and
have a valid driver’s license. Meeting
these four requirements allows the use
and travel of resource roads, but users
must be respectful and courteous toward
industrial users.
The majority of users who own
ATV/ SXS/ dirt bikes have invested
many dollars into their machines. They
operate them responsibly, take care
and do maintenance for the trails and
environment. The BC government has
enforcement and compliance officers
working on these issues. Users do not
want to be denied future use. A careless
and inconsiderate rider will not be
tolerated.
Areas of Alberta’s backcountry
have sustained damage and over-use
by off-road vehicles. With common
sense, education and enforcement,
these situations can be corrected. Do
not demonize or ban the majority of
responsible users, because of a few that
do abuse their riding style or habit.
High volume of hikers and downhill
mountain bicycling is stressing and
degrading the trail up Prairie Mountain
(Kannanskis backcountry). Tree roots are
totally exposed and gullies of erosion are
common. Trail braiding is increasing. I
have hiked it, but will look at other hikes
that are sustainable.
Cooperating and working together,
all recreational users can enjoy our back
country for many generations.
Jerry Van Immerzeel
Nakusp
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New Denver council, March 28: Provincial approval received for dredging of marina
by Katrine Campbell
• Council received approval to
dredge the marina entrance from
the Ministry of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resource Operations
(FLNRO). The Village has to
hire a “qualified environment
professional experienced in fish
salvage” to look for evidence of
mussels before work starts and
to monitor during the work. If the
ministry requires the Village to
salvage any mussels found, the
Village must apply to the ministry
for a permit. The Village has
agreed to have an archaeological
monitor on site during excavation,
and to screen excavated material
for archaeological remains, at
the request of the Shuswap First
Nation. CAO Bruce Woodbury
said he is now trying to coordinate
the biologist with the marina
society’s equipment arrival with
the archaeologist with the right
water level.
• Council supports the creation
of an economic development

function for the region, to be
established through an agreement
between New Denver, Silverton,
Slocan and Area H. With funding
assistance from the provincial
Rural Development program, the
coalition had hired a consultant
to explore the future of economic
development in the valley. The
consultant produced a report
regarding the recommended
structure for the project’s
implementation phase. The
steering committee, composed
of reps from the municipalities
and staff, chose the option of
creating an in-house economic
development function through
inter-municipal agreements.
• Woodbury updated council
on the two slides affecting the
Village. The first, which covered
the highway near the health centre,
is relatively stable as the water is
being diverted away. The second
is in Area H, just east of Hwy 6
on the south side of the Village.
This has closed the road to five

residences; it is also relatively
stable but can’t be cleared until the
road dries up. One tree is resting
on the Telus line; the hydro line
is safer as it’s on the west side of
Hwy 6. COO Catherine Allaway
added that disaster assistance
funding is available through the
RDCK.
• Council received the
minutes of the March 20 Heritage
Advisory Council meeting, chaired
by Bunka. Activities planned
for this year include the Nikkei
Centre opening May 1 and the
Obon ceremony, organized by
the Kyowakai Society, in July.
The Silvery Slocan Museum
has several projects planned and
some funding has been secured.
LACE has replaced the fridges
at the Bosun Hall and reports
its equipment rental business
(tables, chairs, dishes, etc) is
expanding. Both the Nikkei Centre
and the museum have aging fire
suppression systems, which may
need to be looked at.
• The Centennial campground
contract with Mel and Gayle
Swanson will be renewed. The
base contract amount paid to
operators is $3,000. Camping site
revenue and the sani-dump fees
are shared between the Village and
the operators; the operators can sell
firewood and return recyclables for
extra income.
• Up to three members of
council were authorized to attend
the ‘Keeping It Rural’ conference
in Kelowna June 20-21, with

expenses paid. Bunka plans to
attend, and Councillor Heather
Fox said she was interested. CAO
Woodbury said the Columbia
Basin Trust will provide funding
for non-municipal representatives
and suggested offering the
opportunity to Jess Rayner and
Rebecca Sargent, the Village’s
community liaisons with the rural
economic development project.
The conference is a project of the
Southern Interior Beetle Action
Coalition (SIBAC).
• WSA Engineering will be
hired to prepare an application to
the National Disaster Mitigation
Program on the Village’s behalf.
The total cost is $2,625, but
WSA will donate $1,000 in
in-kind assistance. Emergency
Management BC is accepting
applications to the NDMP
for projects relating to flood
mitigation; eligible projects will
then be submitted to the federal
program. The funding decisions
should be made in spring 2018.
Staff reported to council that
“there are four streams to the
NDMP which must be completed
in sequence. The proposed project
would seek funding for a flood
assessment and flood mapping, the
first two streams in the program.”
The second two parts are mitigation
planning, and structural mitigation
projects. If successful, the projects
would receive 100% funding.
• The Village is looking at May
1 for a community barbecue; it is
nominally a volunteer appreciation

event, but all are invited, Bunka
says, as “pretty much everyone in
the community volunteers in one
way or another, don’t they?”
• As alternate to Councillor
Henning von Krogh, Mayor Ann
Bunka attended the West Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital
District meeting March 22. The
board discussed Interior Health’s
submitted report on ‘Standards
of Accessibility.’ All distances
were measured ‘as the crow flies’
so this area is rated as having
99.3% access to emergency service
location within 50 km. There
was some concern, Bunka says,
over this method of determining
distance as well as the criteria listed
in other methods of determining
the time to reach emergency
service locations. IH says it gets its
methodology from the Province, so
concerns should be voiced at the
provincial level.
- Capital Expenditures Bylaw
#276 was adopted. Taxation is
equal to 2016 at $4,816,337; the
resident bus for Columbia View
Lodge (Trail) is not included in
the capital expenditures, nor is the
vacation planning software Interior
Health wants.
• Bunka reported on the
March 16 RDCK board meeting.
The board adopted the Five Year
Financial Plan. New Denver’s
requisition (the amount collected
for the RDCK from property
taxes) for 2017 is $79,642, up
by $5,987 from last year. Erika
McKeil and Richard Johnson

were appointed as the Area H reps
to Recreation Commission #6.
The board discussed the proposal
for an RDCK satellite office
and accredited regional Fire and
Emergency Management (FEMS)
training centre, and asked for more
investigation of options.

The stories
and songs of
BC pioneers
come alive

submitted
If you enjoy stories, songs and
photos of ‘the old days’ then don’t
miss two upcoming shows. On
April 21 in Silverton and April 22
in Nakusp, Rika Ruebsaat and Jon
Bartlett will present a fascinating
and educational treasure of
archived materials.
Ruebsaat and Bartlett are
singers and historians who have
been singing together for more
than 40 years. Their special
interest is the songs of British
Columbia, songs from people who
experienced the gold rush, logging,
fishing, mining and settling over
the past 150 years.
Over many years the two
have been involved in every
aspect of folk music – singing,
collecting, publishing, educating,
producing radio programs, and
organizing music festivals. They
have produced four CDs of
Canadian songs and written two
books. Bartlett and Ruebsaat’s
performance will make the voices
of our predecessors come alive.
The combination of the traditional
songs of BC with the richness
of the country’s photographic
archives together with historical
commentary based on extensive
research makes a delightful mix.
Two shows at Silverton Memorial
Hall, April 21 at 2 pm and 7 pm;
the Nakusp library hosts one
performance at 2 pm April 22.

Food for Thought:
is the Columbia
River Treaty
sustainable?

submitted
On April 9, Eileen Delehanty
Pearkes will present a Food For
Thought talk at Knox Hall. Her
talk is titled The Columbia River
Treaty: is it sustainable?
Pearkes explores landscape
and the human imagination in
conference presentations, books,
essays and online media. Born
in the United States, educated at
Stanford University (BA English)
and the University of British
Columbia (MA English), she has
been a resident of Canada since
1985. Her personal biography,
education and academic interests,
her perspective on landscape,
water and culture is uniquely binational and firmly grounded in
place. Pearkes’ latest book will
be available that evening.
The event starts at 7:30 pm.
Admission by donation to benefit
the Hidden Garden Gallery.
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Senior care study focuses on gaps in local care
by Art Joyce
A research project designed to
identify gaps in local seniors’ care
and residential facilities is underway.
Focus communities for the study
include New Denver, Silverton,
Slocan, Kaslo and Nakusp.
The research team is comprised
of two associate professors from
the University of Victoria, Denise
Cloutier and Karen Kobayashi,
both of whom have personal ties to
the Slocan Valley; Area H Director
Walter Popoff; community research
facilitator Betty Brown; and Heather
Cook and Deanne Taylor of Interior
Health.
The project employs an AssetBased Community Development
approach, utilizing local expertise

and knowledge to create asset
mapping.
“Sometimes when we live here,
we’re not really aware of what assets
we have,” says Popoff. “The asset
mapping will be important for having
a quick reference for everybody.
Primarily my participation is to
provide information to the team
about local seniors’ facilities. I
would like to involve local people
who can work with the professors
and provide more contacts with
people in the area.”
According to the study’s
purpose statement, “Specific
populations targeted in this project
will include older adults who are
single, widowed, socially isolated,
immigrant, Aboriginal, or living

with disabilities, multiple chronic
conditions, and/or impaired mental
or cognitive functioning. Efforts
to build resiliency using existing
community capacity in new, creative
and innovative ways will support
existing, small-scale communitybased health and social care systems
and alternatives.”
Cloutier and Kobayashi note that
“several decades of public sector
service restructuring and reform
have challenged the number and
nature of services (housing, health
care, social care, transportation…).”
Rural communities tend to be
especially hard hit by these cutbacks
because of their “smaller size,
more widely dispersed populations
and limited tax bases. At the same

by Jan McMurray
The Village of Silverton will
receive $388,999 in government
funding towards replacing water
main infrastructure in four locations
in the community.
“This funding really accelerates
our ability to do this work, said
CAO Darrell Garceau. “Without
the grant, it would have taken us
years to do these four locations.”
The Village will be contributing
about $80,000 from its reserve
fund, for a total project cost of
$468,675.
Garceau says he hopes the
tender will be out at the end of April
and awarded by mid-May, with the
project completed by August.

Old AC (asbestos cement) pipe
will be replaced with new plastic
pipe on Highway 6 downtown
between 2nd and 4th Streets, on
Victoria Street (east side of the
highway), on Silver Street (east side
of the highway), and on Leadville
Street (west side of the highway).
The project includes work on
water mains, valves, hydrants, and
service connections.
Highway 6 will be paved from
Nakusp to south of Silverton this
summer, so “we’re hoping to get
ahead of that work,” Garceau said.
“Three of the four locations are not
on Highway 6, so our objective will
be to get the Highway 6 water work
done first, before the pavers arrive.”

Garceau says they’ll take
into consideration the July 1st
celebration, the music school,
and other annual events when
scheduling the water work.
“There will be a lot of activity
in town, with the water project, the
paving, and the new playground,”
he said.
The government grant comes
from the Clean Water and Wastewater
Fund, with 50% contributed by the
federal government and 33% by
the Province. “The Village is really
thankful for the provincial and
federal contribution,” said Garceau.
“Without the funding, this level
and scope of work would not be
possible.”

submitted
This year Volunteer Week in Canada
runs from April 23 to 29. The Slocan
Valley is kicking things off with Get
Your Just Desserts, a special event at
the Silverton Memorial Hall on Saturday
April 22 from 7 to 9 p.m. The event is
hosted by the Slocan Valley Community
Legacy Society (SVCLS), the same
folks who brought you a similar event
last year at the Winlaw Hall.
“We want to honour and celebrate
those hard-working volunteers who
keep our communities humming along
all year,” says Val Mayes, the event’s
coordinator. “With more than 90 nonprofit groups in the valley, we know
we can’t invite everyone, because there
wouldn’t be enough room! Instead we
are asking each group to select five
people to send this year, and to think
about taking turns from one year to the
next so that as many people as possible

get a chance to attend.”
The event is free and includes
entertainment, refreshments and door
prizes. Funding is provided in part
through Columbia Basin Trust and
RDCK Area H. Pre-registration is
required, as numbers will be limited to
150 guests. Groups wishing to register
should send an email with the name
of their organization and the names of
their five volunteers to svcls.event@

gmail.com. The deadline to register is
April 8, 2017.
“This will be a great opportunity
for friends and neighbours to relax and
enjoy an evening out,” says Mayes,
“without having to put up posters, set
up chairs, or write a grant. Those who
volunteer, especially those who are
involved with multiple groups, deserve
to be appreciated for all the work they
do.”

Silverton’s water project a go, thanks to government funding

Celebrating volunteers in the Slocan Valley

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

time, older adults are often found
in much higher proportions in
small communities, due to aging
in place and the outmigration
of youth in search of education
and employment.” This leaves
aging seniors more vulnerable due
to isolation from family, lower
average incomes, or chronic health
conditions. In the Asset-Based
Community Development approach,
asset mapping aims to provide a
framework for developing problemsolving through ‘social innovations’
designed to “promote a more vibrant,
sustainable and just community;
(and) emphasizing local assets to
leverage outside public and private
funds.”
Other advisors to the project
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include Slocan District Chamber
of Commerce Director Colin Moss,
who heads up the Chamber’s health
committee. New Denver Councillor
Nadine Raynolds is also involved
in her capacity with the Rural
Development Institute. Cloutier
and Kobayashi, in addition to their
role with UVic’s Faculty of Social
Sciences, are associates of the
Institute on Aging and Lifelong
Health.
Funding for the project comes
from Interior Health.

“Spirit of
Slocan Parade
of Garage
Sales”
Saturday, April 22
9:00 am- 2:00 pm
Plan for a funfilled day hunting
for treasures and
exploring our
village!

Norma May
Lyver
On Friday March 10, 2017,
Norma May Lyver passed away
peacefully at the age of 81 with
several of her family by her
side. After many years of living
with challenging health issues,
she is now at peace and free of
pain. Norma was born in 1936
in Springwater, Saskatchewan,
the only child to Milton and Ella
Beirnes. The family later moved
to West Bank, British Columbia.
Norma loved to visit around the
table and often had stories to share of the old days. She was known by all
as being a very sweet lady with a gentle personality. While working at the
packing house in Osoyoos, she met her future husband John Lyver. He
was the oldest of 15 children, which was wonderful as Norma had always
wished she had siblings. John and Norma were married in 1956 in West
Bank and went on to have 6 children (Johnny, Raymond, Jo-Ann, Patricia,
Robert and Ronald). The family spent their years together living in either
Penticton or Rosebery. John worked as a logger and after the Osoyoos
Packing House, Norma sold women’s clothing in Penticton and Rosebery
while raising her young family. Norma loved flowers. The property often
had chickens, turkeys and peacocks and of course, the family german
shepherd. Norma had 10 grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren, with
a 10th on the way. Norma is predeceased by her parents Milton and Ella,
and her beloved son Johnny. She is survived by her loving husband John,
her children Ray, Jo-Ann, Patti (Dan), Robert and Ron (Krista) and her
grandchildren Doug, Patricia (Garrett), Alex (Josh), Crystal (Patrick),
Nicole (Mike), Paige (Dale), Michelle, Mike (Mandy), Jamie (Trevor)
and John. Despite her health issues, Norma always remained positive
and showed amazing strength. Although you are sorely missed, we find
peace and comfort in the knowledge that you are free from pain and may
now walk freely once again.
The family would like to extend our gratitude to those who added
joy to Norma’s life and to each and every one of you in the community
for showing such kindness. A celebration of life will be held on June 16,
2017 in Rosebery, BC.
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Kaslo council, March 28: Grant comes through for sewer plant
by Jan McMurray
• The Village of Kaslo has received
$366,860 from the Clean Water &
Wastewater Fund for the replacement
of the wastewater treatment plant’s
RBC wheel and media. The total project
cost is $442,000. Two contracts were
awarded for the critical field work
repair work on the wastewater treatment
plant: Mearle’s Machine Works Ltd.

Village of Kaslo
Office Clerk
(Part Time)

Position: Provide routine clerical and secretarial assistance. Reports to Chief Administrative Officer.
Qualifications:
• Competent in current software (Microsoft Office and electronic accounting systems);
• Competent in payroll, bookkeeping principles and typing at 60 wpm minimum;
• High School Diploma or GED;
• Previous work experience in an office environment.
The successful applicant will ideally have:
• Some experience in a local government or public sector setting;
• The ability to work diligently and diversely in a small municipal office environment;
• The ability to follow directions and procedures with minimal supervision;
• Good communication skills, both verbally and in writing;
• An aptitude for mathematical calculations with speed and accuracy;
• A capacity to establish and maintain courteous, tactful, diplomatic working relationships as
part of a small team;
• Openness to participating in applicable local government training programs.
Hours of Work: 20 hour work week, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon Monday to Friday. Flex time
and a generous benefit package are offered with this position.
Salary: This regular part-time opportunity is unionized (CUPE Local 339) and is compensated
at a wage rate of $25.95 per hour (2016/17 rate).
Applications: Qualified applicants are invited to submit a letter of application and resume,
in confidence, clearly quoting Competition “Office Clerk” by 12 Noon on April 13th 2017 in pdf
format to cao@kaslo.ca, or to 312 Fourth Street, Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0, or by fax to 353-7767.

of Vernon for up to $297,664.25, and
TRUE Consulting Ltd. for up to $47,727
to provide engineering consultant
oversight and contract management.
The project is scheduled for late April.
• The Columbia Basin Trust agreed
to the Village’s request for $225,000 in
additional funding for the completion of
Kaslo City Hall.
• Brought forward from in camera
was a decision to make the preliminary
radon testing results for the Kaslo City
Hall basement available to Kaslo and
District Public Library and placed on
the public record.
• Staff will prepare a funding
application for the expansion of the
sewer system to Kaslo City Hall. The
draft application to the Gas Tax Strategic
Fund (June 2017 intake), to cover 100%
of the project cost, will be submitted to
Committee of the Whole by May.
• Council voted to support the
Kaslo Jazz Fest’s proposal for vault
washroom facilities at Kaslo Bay Park,
and agreed to apply for $2,500 from the
RDCK Community Development fund
for the project. The PROS Committee
(Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces)
will be given an opportunity to review
and refine the proposal in conjunction
with Public Works and the Kaslo Jazz
Festival Society before implementation.
• The Municipal Building Asset
Management Report by Fairbank
Architects was received. Staff will
begin developing action plans and
schedules for discussion with municipal

committees and leaseholders.
• The proposed Village of Kaslo Tree
Policy was adopted with an additional
provision with respect to donated trees.
Tree donations will need to meet the
relevant tree policy conditions, and
will be subject to planting location and
any other conditions determined by the
Village.
• The offer of a donated Vimy Ridge
Oak Sappington for Vimy Park by the
Kaslo Legion Ladies Auxiliary was
accepted, subject to Village policies
around siting and maintenance.
• The Kaslo Jazz Festival was
invited to renew the Temporary License
of Occupation entered last year for the
purposes of temporary camping. The
question of road closure to Kaslo Bay

Park was referred to Committee of the
Whole as Council was not enthusiastic
about such restrictive measures as were
observed in 2016.
• The August 2nd Transrockies
event street closure request was referred
to Committee of the Whole for further
discussion. Council wished to discuss
the need for street closures for this event
with the organizers and wanted more
information given that the municipality
cannot close the highway.
• Council agreed to budget $2,500 in
2017 and 2018 for the 125th Anniversary
Standing Committee, and to provide a
further $2,500 in municipal grants for
the process and awards overseen by
the committee for the 2018 anniversary
celebration.

submitted
The House of Commons Standing
Committee on Environment and
Sustainable Development wants
more protected areas to safeguard
biodiversity and natural heritage. The
unanimous report said more terrestrial
and marine protected areas should
be established, and quickly. Taking
Action Today: Establishing Protected
Areas for Canada’s Future is centred
on Aichi Target 11, an international
commitment Canada made in 2010
under the Convention on Biological
Diversity to protect 17 per cent of

terrestrial and inland water and 10
per cent of coastal and marine areas
by 2020.
The committee, which included
Kootenay-Columbia MP Wayne Stetski,
made 36 recommendations to the
federal government, including that it
lead the coordination and planning of
a national network of protected areas;
accelerate, coordinate and fund the
establishment of all types of federal
protected areas; partner with Indigenous
peoples in establishing protected areas;
and ensure sufficient protection for
federal protected areas.

by Jan McMurray
The 34th annual Kootenay Lake
Easter Dolly Derby will be held
April 14-16 at Woodbury Resort and
Marina, just south of Kaslo.
This long-standing derby is one
of the area’s best. Woodbury Resort

is well known for its two annual
derbies: Easter Dolly Derby and
Thanksgiving Rainbow Derby.
This year ’s Easter derby
participants can weigh in one bull
trout per day. This has been the
practice since 2015, to support
kokanee recovery. Kokanee
stocks are declining because of an
overabundance of their predators,
bull trout and rainbow trout, in
Kootenay Lake.
The west arm is excluded from
the derby again this year as well –
another measure to help Kootenay

Lake fishery. The balance of predator
and prey is better in the west arm
than the main lake.
One winner per ticket. Cash
prizes of $2,500 for first place,
$1,500 for second place, and $1,000
for third place, plus daily random
draws of $100 on VHF channel 68.
Derby tickets are $50 and include
lunch, beverage, oysters and door
prizes. Tickets available at Gill and
Gift in Balfour, Barren’s Sport Shop
in Kaslo, and at Woodbury Resort,
or by phone at 1-877-353-7717 to
purchase with Visa or Mastercard.

submitted
Just as spring is in full bloom,
another wonderful Festival
of Awareness will take place in
Johnson’s Landing April 28-30.
The longest running
metaphysical festival in Canada, this
festival draws people from all over

to join in a celebration of life, love,
peace and awareness. There will be
more than 16 workshops, evening
entertainment, a Saturday market,
the healing oasis, and free camping.
The festival is in its 39th year
and has taken place at the Johnson’s
Landing Retreat Centre for the
last three. It started out in 1978 in
Castlegar and Nelson, moved to
Vernon for 1985-87, and then to
Naramata for 25 years until 2014
when the beautiful Naramata Centre
closed. Now it’s come back full
circle to the Kootenays.
For more information, see the ad
on page 2 and visit issuesmagazine.
net/spring-festival-of-awareness/

Environment committee
wants more protected areas

Easter Dolly Derby on Kootenay Lake April 14-16
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April 28-30 in Johnson’s Landing
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Winlaw Elementary gets gift of T-shirts from Shambhala
by Jan McMurray
Winlaw Elementary School
now has school T-shirts, thanks to
a $2,000 donation from Shambhala
Music Festival.
Alex Chudis is the father of a
Winlaw Elementary student and has
worked as the medical coordinator
at the Shambhala Music Festival for
18 years. When he heard that the
school didn’t have jerseys for the
students to wear at a cross country
running race they were hosting
this past fall, he approached his
employer. “Jimmy Bundschuh, the
owner and founder of Shambhala,

was instantly receptive and agreed
to donate $2,000 towards the school
T-shirts,” said Chudis.
Principal Jon Francis says he
told the parents that the schools
attending the race in Winlaw
would have team uniforms, and
asked parents for ideas for Winlaw
uniforms. Two days later, Chudis
had the solution.
Francis found an old Winlaw
School T-shirt with the same logo
that is on the school sign – a ‘W’
with a tree in the middle. “Everyone
liked it, so we went with the same
design,” he said.

The school bought 200 shirts
and had them printed by Big
Cranium Design, a graphic design
and screen printing company in
Nelson. With 100 students enrolled,
the school will keep 100 of the shirts
and will sell the other 100 at this
year’s Spring Fling fundraiser.
“This really boosts the morale at
the school, after talk of closure last
year,” says Chudis.
Shambhala Music Festival has
made several donations over the
years, including to the Kootenay
Lake Hospital for the CT scan,
Selkirk College, the Kootenay

submitted
In January the SMILE Club
was approached by a student who
wished to organize and compete
in a local talent show for children
at the Fauquier Community Hall.
The student would be responsible
for all the event planning, from
sponsorship and marketing to set
up and tear down, and everything in
between. Although the SMILE Club
was available to assist in a voluntary
advisory role, the student was the
project manager and put in the most
volunteer hours.

On March 17, there was a free
community talent show performed
before a live audience in Fauquier;
there were six acts competing for the
$240 in donated prize money, there
was magic, instruments, singing and
original writing read by the author.
Grandparents, aunts and uncles,
moms and dads, sisters and brothers,
cousins, friends, this was the audience
that was moved to laughter and tears
as each of the young contestants took
their solitary place on the stage to
perform the act they had practiced.
Our little valley is full of amazing

and talented young people who are
interested in volunteering.
The SMILE Club thanks the
generous sponsors, including those
who donated the prize money and the
food, the Fauquier Community Club
for the use of their hall and Denise for
the three-foot shamrock-shaped cake.
Thank you for making the Talent
Show such a huge success. There was
such a feeling of community that the
SMILE Club invites other students
to contact 250-269-7570 to discuss
their ideas for a community event
they wish to organize.

submitted
You are invited to come to the
Slocan Community Library at 1
pm on Sunday, April 9 for a unique
presentation by Barbara Brown.
She will share her book Sylvan
Reflections: Wanderings, Paintings
and Ponderings from the Forest,
a collection of paintings, writings,
poetry and meditations launched in
the fall of 2016.
Creative artist, geographer,

thinker, forest walker and poetic
writer, Brown will read from Sylvan
Reflections and will explain why
she chose this way to share her deep
love of nature. Her beautifullydesigned book features 16 original
oil paintings and numerous other
illustrations and musings on the
forest.
Her paintings will be on display,
and Brown will present a beautiful
short film. To view it is to enjoy the

vicarious pleasure of taking a walk
in the forest. For nearly 20 years,
the author has spent time in nature
daily through her practice of forest
walking. Through her art she makes
it possible for us to see the forest
through her eyes.
As spring finally comes to the
valley, Brown will help us slow down
and take it all in – to open our eyes to
the magic of every day outside. This
event is free and hosted by the library
volunteers. Books will be available
for purchase and signing. This gem
of a library is located at 701Harold
Street in the Village of Slocan.

SMILE Club sponsors Fauquier talent show

PHOTO CREDIT: CLAIRE PARADIS

Come to the Forest with Sylvan Reflections

Vancouver’s Blackberry Wood entertained the crowd with jazzy numbers, and a participatory motherloving singalong song at the Arrow Lakes Art Council’s Spring Fling on April 1 at the Legion Hall.

SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212
FAX: 250-226-7351

Boundary Regional Hospital Health
Foundation, Ward Street Place, and
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for Haiti disaster relief after the
earthquake.

Winlaw Elementary School now has school T-shirts, thanks to a $2,000 donation from
Shambhala Music Festival.
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Janet Spicer’s Lifetime Achievement Award acceptance speech

It is quite something to be in
a room with so many of my very
favourite people! I never expected
anything quite like this.
Lucia, that was the most amazing
tribute to a very non-amazing person.
I do not have the words to tell you how
you touch my heart.
Mark, you and Lucien underpin
the farm. You have been there from the
day Dad passed away, always stepping
into the breach whenever the next
crisis presented itself – construction,
electrical, plumbing, tractor work,
tillage, spreading lime, weeding,
welding, mulching – you two have
done it all. As well as the heartfelt
gratitude I feel to you, I equally extend
my thank-yous to your wives, Chris
Aeichele and Crystal, for letting you
come when I am in a panic. Thank
you so much.
My most often asked question
is: Why do I still continue with the
farm? There are several reasons for
this: to honour not only my parents but
also their predecessors – the Buesnel
Brothers or the Buzzies as the town
affectionately knew them. The Buzzies
loved the farm so much that when word
came in the 1950s that the valley might
possibly be flooded out to provide
water storage for the United States,
Clem Buesnel came flying round to
see my father. “Don’t worry, Chris,”

he said. “The BC government would
NEVER flood out this farm!” Those
were the days of innocence when
politicians were revered as being wise
and judicious rulers; deep suspicion and
cynicism had not taken over. So with
such outstanding people behind me, it
is a very tough realization to accept that
the farm will die on my watch – because
there is no longer a farm to transition on
to someone else – just scattered parcels
of non-agricultural land. The real farm
lies in the reservoir.
Another reason that keeps me
going is that although I have made the
trip to the receiving bay of Overwaitea
many thousands of times to hand in
vegetables, with every trip I still feel
that sense of great privilege that the
store, which buys from all over the
world, still bothers with the farm. And
that local people choose to feed their
families and themselves food that I
grow. It is a very humbling experience,
such a compliment, such a gift.
Finally, the farm has taken over
where my parents left off as my great
teacher. Two lessons in particular
stand out.
First, the happiness and well-being
of humanity is inextricably linked
to nature – when we degrade the
environment, we in turn are degraded
by our actions.
The second lesson is that, contrary

to popular belief that she is all powerful,
Nature is in fact extremely fragile and
needs to be treated with great care and
consideration, with reverence, with
respect, with kindness. During my
involvement with the Columbia River
Treaty work, I was fortunate enough
to meet a young lady from Slocan City
– Denise Dufault. After a meeting that
we both attended about two years ago,
she came over and handed me a piece of
paper and said, “You might like to read
this.” I liked it so much, in fact I cherish
it, that I brought the words to share with
you this evening – just two sentences.
The first is from the World Charter
for Nature, adopted by the United
Nations on October 28, 1982. It
reads: “Every form of life is unique,
warranting respect regardless of its
worth to man, and, to accord other
organisms such recognition, man must
be guided by a moral code of action.”
The second sentence was brought
into the Constitution of the government
of Ecuador in 2008 and reads, “Rights
of Nature recognize the Earth and all
its ecosystems as a living being with
inalienable rights: to exist, to live free
of cruel treatment, to maintain vital
processes necessary for the harmonious
balance that supports all life.”
As one who finds cruelty
intolerable, these two sentences never
fail to give me hope that, in spite of the

really difficult times we currently live
in (the construction of Site C Dam on
the Peace River is horrifying), that we
are nonetheless evolving.
The Legion Hall brings back many
memories for me, in particular the
Nakusp that Crystal and I grew up in
during the 1950s and 1960s. In those
times, being part of Nakusp was exactly
like being part of one rough, rowdy,
deeply caring family. We all knew
each other, cared about each other, and
there was a real connectivity among us
all. Partly, this was brought about by
the fact that the war was only recently
over so there was such a sense of relief
and optimism. Then, too, Nakusp was
a company town, yellow with all the
Celgar pickup trucks. Those who didn’t
work for Celgar were likely employed
by the Purcell mill located between
Crescent Bay Construction and Nakusp
Creek bridge. In those days, we nearly
all went to church right through high
school and we belonged to various
church groups such as junior auxiliary,
senior auxiliary, CGIT (Canadian Girls
in Training), as well as Brownies,
Guides, Cubs and Scouts. Then there
were the mighty Kinsmen, which no
amount of description from me can
begin to describe their achievements,
beginning in 1958 with Kinsmen Park
at Summit Lake, then they replaced the
few 100 watt bulbs along Broadway

Street with 63 streetlights throughout
the town. They established the Kinsmen
Health Centre, and the arena and many
things besides – they held raffles,
gambling casinos featuring Crown
& Anchor, dance and amazing talent
shows where anyone who could dance,
or sing, or act in a skit climbed up on
the high school stage and participated.
The Nakusp Drama Club was also a
big feature in town; their crowning
achievement was Tutenkhaman. Then
Broadway became the Wild West for a
day, hitching posts were put up along
its length, anyone with a horse or pony
could pull up there and the bank was
robbed by Mr. Twist and all the women
wore beautiful dance hall type dresses.
We didn’t have a mayor and council
until the town voted to incorporate
in 1964. And that was the year the
Columbia River Treaty was ratified
and at a stroke of a pen between
nations, everything came to an end.
The flooding did more than drown the
valley and dispossess 2,300 from their
homes and farms and completely erase
24 small communities from the valley
between Castlegar and Revelstoke. It
took the soul from the town. But this
evening, for the first time in many
years, our presence here reminds me of
those better times, and even if it is only
for an evening, it is still a beginning
and everything new needs a beginning.
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Rosemary Hughes and Janet Spicer honoured at Citizen of the Year banquet
by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp Citizen of the Year
banquet was held March 25 in honour
of Rosemary Hughes and Janet Spicer.
The event is sponsored by the
Nakusp Rotary Club, and president Dan
Nicholson said a few words about the
service organization. Although Rotary
does a lot of good work all over the
world, Nicholson says he best enjoys
the local projects and events, such as
the playground, waterfront lighting
project, Carol Sing, Winefest and the
Canada Day burger truck. He said the
two citizens of the year, Rosemary
and Janet, are “powerful women who
have done countless hours of volunteer
work. Their actions demonstrate service
above self, the Rotary motto.”
MLA Katrine Conroy spoke
glowingly about the two recipients,
and congratulated them on behalf of
MP Richard Cannings, who was not
able not attend.
Mayor Hamling also had some
things to say to both recipients.
“Rosemary – not many of us get to make
a dream come true. Congratulations on

making your dream for the old fire hall
come true. It’s a real accomplishment
and a wonderful thing you have done
for our community.”
Janet Spicer, a lifelong friend of
the mayor and many people in the
community, “provides us with a safe
place to go and talk, and a wonderful
farm that grows organic food, and
she cares about the community and
is very passionate. She also stands up
for our environment, the birds, and the
wildlife,” said Mayor Hamling.
She thanked the Rotary Club for
hosting the event, and gave special
thanks to Mayumi van der Pol for
making her waterfront lighting project
dream come true.
Jean Trego, who nominated
Rosemary Hughes for the award, was
next up. She said Rosemary took the
old fire hall collective project from
conception to completion. “She has
made a significant contribution to the
community. There is now a local place
for vendors to sell their wares year
round.” Rosemary opens the building
every Saturday, has coffee waiting for

the vendors, and even shovels off their
cars. Trego brought congratulations
from Saturday Market vendors Charlie
and Jackie Wild, and Linda Kendall,
who worked alongside Rosemary on the
old fire hall collective project. Kendall
said Rosemary “remained undaunted
and forged ahead quietly because she is
passionate about restoring agriculture in
the Arrow Lakes Valley, and about food
security. She is a very kind, humble
and thoughtful person who puts others
first. We’re lucky to have her in our
community.”
Rosemary accepted the Citizen
of the Year plaque and said it was an
honour to be chosen, especially in
such good company as Janet Spicer,
and when so many people give so
generously to community groups in
Nakusp. She said she started on the
project to re-purpose the old fire hall
in 2012, and the grand opening was
celebrated in December 2015. “There
were days I was tempted to throw in
the towel but someone came along to
encourage me to stay the course,” she
said. Her husband, John, is probably

one of the most appreciative that she
stuck with it; Rosemary pointed out
that he had enjoyed many homemade
pies, buns and cookies from the market!
Rosemary promised to try to figure out
how to achieve food security in Nakusp
over the next several years. “With a
population of 4,000, Nakusp spends
$1,250,000 on food in a year. If we
shift just $250,000 to local food, that
money would be in our local economy,”
she said.
Lucia Mann nominated Janet
Spicer for the Lifetime Achievement
Award, and introduced her as “a very
special, remarkable woman, truly
worthy of this achievement. She is
a precious human being who has
touched my life and that of many
others.” Mann noted that Janet has
provided the community with healthy
food for 30 years, come rain, shine or
snow. “So spare a moment of thought
every time you shop for veggies from
Spicer Farms for the tireless sacrifice
this special soul has provided to all of
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us,” she said. Mann added that Janet
is also a “crusader” when it comes to
environmental issues. “Your parents
are smiling down from heaven. All
the power to your elbow and may you
continue for many years. We all love
you,” she concluded.
After being presented with the
award, Janet delivered a speech that
touched every heart in the room. Her
speech is published on page 10 of this
paper.
During the open mic, many people
got up to share their experiences with
these two wonderful women. The last
speaker was an 11-year-old girl. “I hope
there are more people like Janet in the
world. I doubt it because you are truly
one of a kind,” she said. “My mom and
Debbie and I have come to help on your
farm. You are such an inspiring person.
Thank you, Janet.”
Rotarian Bill Tobey concluded the
event with the candlelight ceremony,
remembering all Citizens of the Year
who have passed on.

Crescent Bay
Construction

wishes to congratulate
the 2016 Nakusp
Citizen of the Year and
Lifetime Achievement
Award winners

Rosemary Hughes receives her plaque as Nakusp’s Citizen of the Year from Rotary President, Dan Nicholson.

Rosemary Hughes, Citizen of the Year

Janet Spicer, Lifetime Achievement

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.
Kootenay West MLA Katrine Conroy presents Lifetime Achievement Award winner Janet Spicer with a certificate acknowledging her contributions to the community.

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 • Email cresbay@telus.net
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Wetlands and you: Streamkeepers info session in Winlaw
permanent deep flooding are described
as shallow waters.
Biologist Ryan Durand talked
about SWAMP, the Slocan Wetlands
Assessment and Monitoring Project. In
2013, they began to gather background
data. In 2014 they created two initial
maps and began an assessment of
Slocan wetlands, and in 2015 they
expanded their inventory. On 2016
they identified rare species present in
the Slocan watershed. They discovered
the number of rare species here had
been severely underestimated, and that
there was inadequate classification of
these species. Of particular interest is
the Bonanza Marsh, the headwaters of
Slocan Lake, as it is a large and vibrant
area and relatively easy to access.
So why do we care about wetlands?
Our area, with mountainsides, streams,
ponds and rivers, is full of water. It has
to go somewhere. If water sits stagnant,

it breeds mosquitoes. A healthy
wetland, on the other hand, is full of
all kinds of life. Many of the creatures
in these areas are predators who love
to yum up mosquito larvae. So contrary
to some popular misconceptions, a
healthy wetland actually helps control
mosquito populations.
As well, healthy wetlands support
at-risk species: plants, such as mountain
moonwort and Sutherland’s larkspur,
and also the vivid dancer dragonfly,
the pale jumping slug, western toad,
banded tiger snail, western painted
turtle, western screech owl and great
blue heron. The turtles, for example,
need the soft sandy area beside water
for their eggs, and if they can’t find
that, will lay them on the sides of roads.
Restoration ecologist Gregoire
Lamoureux talked about SWAMP’s
Wetlands Restoration Project in the
Slocan Valley and Columbia Basin.

The benefits of their work, including
riparian restoration, include flood
control; filtration of water; water
storage against drought; wildlife
habitat; educational and recreational
uses; food and medicines for animals
and humans; and carbon storage. There
are also local economic benefits –
worldwide, millions of people make
a living from wetlands. Gregoire
quotes Wendell Berry: “Do unto those
downstream as you would have those

upstream do to you.”
SWAMP and the Streamkeepers
have been involved in more than 30
projects over the last several years. If
you are interested in supporting their
work, come to Dot Day at Winlaw
Hall on April 8 and vote for them.
And you can join the organization and
attend their AGM at 7 pm on May 18 at
Passmore Hall. For more information,
go to www.slocanriverstreamkeepers.
com or FB/SlocanRiverStreamkeepers.

PHOTO CREDIT: MOE LYONS

by Moe Lyons
What is a wetland, and why should
you care? On Sunday, March 26, the
Slocan River Streamkeepers held an
information session at Winlaw Hall
to address these questions. About 50
people turned out to hear what they
had to say.
So what is a wetland? There are
five different classifications: Bog, fen,
marsh, swamp and shallow waters.
Bogs, springy vegetation mats over
water, are rare here, and they have
found only two, on Perry Ridge.
Fens resemble meadows, are fed by
groundwater, and occur at higher
elevations. Marshes are areas where
there is shallow flooding, and are
rich in sedges, grasses, horsetail and
bulrushes. Swamps, where there
is temporary shallow flooding, are
characterized by tall shrubs, cedar,
spruce and skunk cabbage. Areas with

Red-winged blackbirds are attracted to wetlands, and eat millions of insects over the course of a summer.

Medical Marijuana: Your
questions answered at the Whole

The Free Masons of Nakusp honoured one of their own when the Star of the West Lodge #61 awarded a long service medal to Right Worshipful
Brother Anthony (Tony) Bobicki for 50 years of dedicated service to Free Masonry in BC and Yukon. On the left is Brother Chester Taje, centre
Brother Bobicki and right the District Deputy Grand Master, Brother John Janzen.

submitted
Medical marijuana is a big topic
these days, but how much of this
talk is actually informed discussion?
Who should use it? What do we
know? Are there concerns? These
and many more questions will
be addressed on Friday, April 21
at 7 pm at the Vallican Whole
Community Centre.
Three well-informed presenters
will present their varying views
on the topic, and will respond to
audience questions in the second
half of the evening. This event
promises to be a unique opportunity
to become informed about this very
important issue. Whether you are a
caregiver, a patient or prospective
patient, are wondering if it might be
useful for someone you care about,
or are just generally curious, this
discussion will be well worth your
time and attention.
The presenters are:
Dr. Joel Kailia, MD, a specialist
in chronic pain and addictions. He
runs RISE BC Wellness Centre in
Nelson, a multidisciplinary chronic
pain clinic for patients throughout
the Kootenay Boundary region. He
also runs an opioid replacement
therapy clinic out of ANKORS in
Nelson. His philosophy is a holistic
approach to pain and addiction
assessment and management.
Although he does prescribe medical
marijuana, he has recently been

quoted as saying it is too easy to
obtain in Nelson and area.
Dr. Michael Smith has devoted
most of his adult life to studying
the healing methods of traditional
cultures. He is a Doctor of Traditional
Chinese Medicine with more than 20
years of clinical experience, and
is a co-founder of the prestigious
Academy of Oriental Sciences. He
is also a nutritionalist and functional
medicine clinician. Smith studies the
medicine ways of his First Nations
ancestors and relations, as well as
the entheogenic or spirit medicines
of South America. He is generally
viewed as being very supportive
of those seeking to use medical
marijuana as part of their healing
strategies.
Jim Leslie is the director of The
Kootenays Medicine Tree medical
cannabis dispensary. Although he
has no formal medical training, he
has spent 17 years studying case
histories, scientific studies and
publications on the medical use of
cannabinoids. With his experience
in assisting nearly 2,500 patients to
access a large variety of cannabis
products for medical use and his
close working relationship with
noted analysis and dose experts,
Leslie is very knowledgeable about
how to achieve the best therapeutic
effect from currently available
medicinal cannabis products.
The evening will be facilitated
by Val Mayes, well known for her
skills at getting the most out of a
lively discussion.
This event is part of ‘The Whole
Perspective’, a series of informative
and interactive sessions on important
issues of our time. Admission is
by donation. The Whole is at 3762
Little Slocan South Rd., in Vallican.
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Nakusp council, March 27: Garbage pick up to start at 9 am
by Claire Paradis
• Deputy Mayor Tom Zeleznik
chaired the council meeting, with a
little help from his council friends.
• In light of last year’s bear
problems, changes are being made
to the garbage bylaw: garbage
pick up will start later (9 am) to
discourage people leaving garbage
out overnight. Public Works Director
of Operations Warren Leigh told
council that the Village needs to be
more diligent about getting people to
use garbage cans. Councillor Tobey
contributed that it’s important to
get people thinking about making
the community bear aware. Leigh
agreed, and said that garbage cans
would be a huge step in the right
direction.
• Director of Operations
for Public Works Warren Leigh
reported that the dock was frozen
50 feet offshore this winter, and
was damaged in the efforts to free
it. Leigh told council that BC Hydro
is maintaining that it only needs to

ensure water access for the summer
season, so Leigh proposed that the
Village pay to repair it, at a cost of
$500. Councillor Ulli Mueller asked
for council to send a letter of thanks
for helping free the frozen dock.
• The arena shut down has been
condensed into one day, significantly
cutting costs. Recreation and Parks
head Terry Welsh said this will be
the norm in years to come. Deputy
Mayor Zeleznik asked why the arena
had been closed over spring break.
Welsh replied that the facilities cost
$2,700 per day to run, and that it
wasn’t fiscally viable to have the
doors open after tournaments and
minor hockey are finished.
The purchase of a $105,778.72
new Zamboni ice resurfacer was
approved. What to do with the old
one was less clear as old Zambonis
are apparently hard to sell.
• Council approved the
disbursement of $50,000 from the
NACFOR Legacy ‘Southern zone’
Funds to the Edgewood Volunteer

Fire Department for the building of
a fire hall.
• Plans to build a new Jehovah’s
Witness Hall with a new spatial
orientation at 214 1st Avenue were
given the green light by council.
The property will be rezoned from
Urban Residential to Institutional.
Concerned neighbours asked if
there were proposed changes to
the size or location of the building.
Church representative Scott Dickson
said the building will be lower than
the current building, and that the
building would be 10 feet from the
laneway with an orientation that
would be 90 degrees to its current
one. Parking will still be located on
the north side, said Dickson.
• Another property at 202 10th
Avenue was rezoned from Suburban
Residential to Urban Residential. A
concerned neighbour raised the issue
of having their lake view affected by
potential construction.
• CAO Laurie Taylor reported
that Village administration is still

No vote on CBT Community Initiatives Affected Area funds in Nakusp
by Jan McMurray
There won’t be a vote in Nakusp
this year on CBT Community
Initiatives and Affected Area
Funding projects. All applications
were approved, as the total amount
applied for was less than the
amount available.
“We’ll miss the vote,” said
Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling.
“It’s an amazing process.”
Mayor Hamling recalled this
happening once before. “It was
after a year when we had almost
twice the amount in requests as the
amount in available funding,” she
said. “It was the same thing last
year – we had requests totaling
almost twice what we had to give
out. I think the people of Nakusp
try not to over-ask.”
Community groups applied
for and will receive a total of
$158,072.85 this year. The total
available was $184,398. The
remaining $26,325 will be added
to next year’s funding.
The organizations receiving
2017 funds are: Arrow and Slocan
Lakes Community Services to add
a Revelstoke run to the Nakusp

Spring
Perm &
Colour
Special
April 11 – 26
15% off
Book your
appointment now!
250-265-3424

Community Medical Transit
service ($14,948) and for the
Food Bank and Breakfast Program
($7,700); Arrow Lakes ATV Club
for the Saddle Mountain shared use
trail ($4,999); Arrow Lakes Cross
Country Ski Club for Wensley
Creek Trail upgrades ($6,730);
Arrow Lakes Historical Society
for the Archives Promotion and
Display project ($6,500); Halcyon
Assisted Living Society for the
scenic garden ($4,798.11); Karate
BC for the Nikkei Internment
Karate Camp ($500); Kootenay
Boundary Food Producers Coop for the food storage asset
mapping project ($150); Kootenay
Employment Services Society for
the mobile press project ($962.46);
Kootenay Sufferfest for the Get
Youth Active – Thumbs Up

series ($9,400); Nakusp and Area
Community Trails Society for
Saddle Mountain Fire Lookout
Restoration Phase 3 – signage
($10,134); Nakusp Childcare
Society for children’s furniture
($4,229.28); Nakusp Community
Radio Society for increased
seniors’ programming ($6,792);
Nakusp Public Library Association
for preserving the Centennial
building ($10,000); Rotary Club
of Nakusp Waterfront Lighting
Project phase 2 ($10,000); Royal
Canadian Legion Nakusp for
outside cleanup and washroom
improvements ($30,000); Society
for Nakusp Community Events
for Canada Day Celebrations
($23,000); Old Firehall Collective
Society for the Root and Branch
Harvest ($7,230).

VILLAGE OF
NAKUSP

JOB POSTING
RECREATION ASSISTANT
Temporary Full-time
(Maternity Leave)
(35 Hrs Per Week)

The Village of Nakusp is currently seeking a Recreation Assistant for temporary maternity leave position. The employment period is expected to be
a minimum of one year. This position will provide secretarial, clerical, and
reservation/booking services for the Recreation & Parks Department. Responsible for maintaining the efficiency and effectiveness of the departmental
administrative systems. Provides administrative assistance to the Director
on a daily basis and to other Staff, as required.
Minimum requirements are:
1. Superior customer service skills;
2. Ability to deal with the public in a courteous, quick and efficient manner;
3. High School Diploma;
4. A degree/diploma in Recreation Management, Office Administration,
or a related discipline.
Please forward your resume to the Village of Nakusp – Box 280, Nakusp, BC,
V0G 1R0. E-mail akormos@nakusp.com. A copy of the full job description is
available on the Village website or through the Village Office. The competition
closes on April 17, 2017.
The Village thanks all who apply, however only those chosen for interviews
will be contacted

short staffed, even as they are
preparing for their annual audit April
3-7. The Village wrote a letter of
support for the Columbia Broadband
Corporation (CBBC) and committed
to being an “anchor institution” for
broadband.
• The Trails Masterplan received
60 online survey responses in
addition to their open houses in
Burton, Edgewood, and Nakusp.
• Rotary will be moving forward
on with the walkway lighting project,
and Councillor and Rotarian Tobey
stated he was confident that the
project would be completed before
the May long weekend.
• Councillor Mueller
made a motion to endorse the
recommendation to keep public
outdoor spaces smoke and vape free,
which passed unanimously.
• Mueller asked staff for a
recommendation about what the
Village can offer to help the Farmer’s

Arrow Lakes
Historical Society

Annual General Meeting

Friday April 7th @ 2 PM
ALHS Archives Office
Behind the Centennial Building,
92 6th Ave NW
To be followed by a slide show of
new and rarely-seen images of
Renata and area
New Members Welcome!
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Market Society and the Old Firehall
Collective Society with their efforts
to join forces in 2018.
• Fire Chief Terry Warren said
the Initial Attack Crew is now
on base and getting ready for the
season. Kelowna is taking over 911
service for Nakusp and area.
• The renewal of the fire
protection agreement with the
RDCK for the next five years has the
provision for putting aside money
for the future purchase of a new fire
truck when needed.

FOUND recently in New Denver area: young,
healthy, spayed female cat. This lovely lady
is black with a distinctive white patch on her
chest. If this beautiful kitty is yours, or you
know her or are interested, please call PALS
at 265-3792.
RECYCLE BOTTLES AND CANS! During
the month of April, PALS is sponsoring a
bottle drive /collection! To arrange a time
for Pick-up or Drop-off, please call Kathryn
at 250-265-3008.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Job Opportunity: Nakusp FireSmart
Coordinator and Representative
Nakusp’s FireSmart program is looking for one or two motivated individuals
to fill the roles of a FireSmart Coordinator and a FireSmart Representative.
FireSmart is a community-led program intended to educate, promote,
and implement wildfire mitigation efforts in wildfire interface communities.
The Nakusp FireSmart Program Coordinator will be responsible for
program planning, communication, education and outreach. The Local
FireSmart Representative will be responsible for conducting wildfire hazard
assessments within the Village of Nakusp and interface areas.
For more information and a full job description please visit
NakuspCommunityForest.com/projects/firesmart-program/
Two positions available - Candidates can be considered for one or both
positions
FireSmart Program Coordinator
Contract term is from May 15th, 2017 – December 31st 2017
Part-Time – a total of 110 hours for duration of contract to be
scheduled as required to meet program requirements
Contract rate is $40/hour all found (including WCB, general liability
insurance, travel, equipment)
Local FireSmart Representative
Contract term is from July 1st, 2017 – August 31st 2017
Part-Time – a total of 40 hours for duration of contract scheduled as
required to meet program requirements
Contract rate is $40/hour all found (including WCB, general liability
insurance, travel, equipment)
Application deadline: April 18, 2017		
Applicants should send a resume and cover letter outlining how they meet
the specific requirements of the position by email to Frances Swan, Project
Manager, Nakusp & Area Community Forest at f.swan@truenorthforestry.
com
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Burton residents faced with chlorination of their drinking water
by Jan McMurray
Burton residents are facing
chlorination of their water.
The community has been on
Water Quality Advisories and Boil
Water Notices periodically over the
years because water sample results
have occasionally come back with
bacteria levels higher than what’s
acceptable under drinking water
standards.
The source of the contamination
has not been confirmed, but
RDCK staff suspect biofilm in the
distribution system and/ or water
reservoir. Biofilm is bacteria that
adheres to system components. It
is very common, but difficult to get
rid of. “The best method to control
low levels of biofilm is consumptive
level chlorine,” states a handout
provided at a community meeting
in Burton on March 28.
At the meeting, RDCK staff
presented the community with two
options to improve water quality
– either permanent or temporary
chlorination.
Uli Wolf and Jason McDiarmid
of the RDCK told the community
that because of the latest adverse

water samples, the Interior Health
Drinking Water Officer has requested
a review of the Burton water system
and will be touring the facility this
month. Wolf and McDiarmid were
looking for feedback from residents
on the two chlorination options
ahead of their meeting with IH.
Permanent chlorination would
mean chlorine at consumptive levels
(about 0.7 mg/L) on a permanent
basis. In this case, there would be no
need for a permanent Water Quality
Advisory or for additional water
quality upgrades.
Temporary chlorination would
involve chlorination at slightly
higher consumptive levels twice
annually for at least two weeks
each time. “Under this option,
it is hoped that bi-annual shortterm chlorination would help
clean up any bacteria in the system
resulting in improved health risk,”
states a handout provided at the
meeting. However, this option
would also involve a permanent
Water Quality Advisory and Water
Quality Advisory signage in the
community and campground. The
handout says it is uncertain whether

or not a permanent Water Quality
Advisory can ever be rescinded
without eventual upgrades, and that
a permanent Water Quality Advisory
might result in public facilities such
as the campground, community
centre and proposed seniors housing
facility having to install their own
treatment systems.
One important question, because
of the proposal for a seniors housing
project in Burton, was whether or not
subdivisions or developments are
allowed when there is a permanent
Water Quality Advisory. RDCK staff
said they’d check and get back to the
community.
“Why are we even talking about
chlorine?” asked one resident. “We
know it’s harmful to our health.
Why aren’t we talking about ozone
and UV?”
McDiarmid explained that UV
would probably be the most effective
disinfectant if the source of the
bacteria was the wells, and the wells
are not suspected.
“We knew chlorination would
not be the preferred option, but
it seems to be the most effective
for the situation you are in,” said

FIBRE HIGH SPEED INTERNET
IN THE BURTON AREA
PUBLIC PRESENTATION - ALL ARE WELCOME
Friday, April 7, 2017 at the Burton Hall
Doors open at 6:30 pm
Presentation starts at 7 pm sharp
The Kaslo infoNet Society (KiN) will be giving a presentation in
Burton to inform our residents of an exciting opportunity
to have fibre high speed internet in the Burton area,
and throughout the West Kootenay.
KiN has been providing fibre internet services in Kaslo since 2014,
and will be installing fibre from Ainsworth to Lardeau this year.
KiN has developed construction techniques and found affordable
sources of fibre that will make fibre-to-home in
rural communities a reality.
KiN is graciously willing to share this information with local
communities THAT SUPPORT FIBRE HIGH SPEED INTERNET
SERVICES IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.
Come out and see what it is all about!

Wolf. “If there is any indication it is
coming from the well, UV would be
a good option, but that’s not what’s
indicated.” Wolf said people can
install carbon filters in their homes
to remove chlorine from the water;
filters should be changed every two
months.
If the distribution system is
likely to be the problem, people
suggested replacing it. McDiarmid
said it would cost $1.5-$2 million
to replace the water mains, and if
the biofilm is on the service lines,
the problem wouldn’t be fixed.
Wolf said the RDCK is hoping to
get 10-15 more years out of the
existing mains, while they build
up reserve funding. However, if
there is evidence that the pipes are
the problem, he said they will be
replaced.
Burton’s storage tank is drained
more frequently than the usual five-

year cycle because of the bacterial
problem. McDiarmid said he drained
and disinfected the tank in 2011 and
then again in 2015 when the remains
of a bat were found during an
inspection. The vent is now double
screened.
In order to try to locate the
source of bacteria, the RDCK is
sampling from the two wells, two
distribution locations and the water
storage reservoir on a weekly basis.
McDiarmid said they will ask IH to
test more sites, as well, including
the school.
Recently, the RDCK chlorinated
the system as a short-term emergency
measure, and people were not happy.
They complained that the smell and
taste of the chlorine was very strong.
Wolf explained that chlorine reacts
with organics such as biofilm in the
water, and results in a stronger taste
and odour.

by Katrine Campbell
The WaterBridge Group held
a jobs information session at
Selkirk College Nakusp March
29 but the presenter admitted she
was disappointed by the turnout.
Although the online announcement
of the session had more than 2,000
hits, only seven people showed up.
Terrie Binns, the Human
Resources manager and business
partner, outlined the Nakusp
company’s history and future plans.
It is divided into three entities:
WaterBridge Steel, which builds the
vessels; WaterBridge Ferries, which
operates them; and WaterBridge
Equipment. In addition to building
and operating the MV Columbia in
Nakusp for the Galena Bay/ Shelter
Bay run, WaterBridge won the
contract to build (but not to run)
cable ferries for Arrow Park, Glade,
Harrop and Adams Lake.
The company is also bidding on
a replacement for the Balfour ferry;
the government’s plan to move the
terminal was defeated by community
opposition, and the water levels at
the existing terminal are wrong for
the MV Osprey. A report by SNC
Lavalin said the limited draft during
low water periods has caused pitting
to the hull and propeller damage and
the narrow navigation channel along
with strong water currents and more
boat traffic has increased risk.
Binns outlined the jobs on each
type of ferry. The cable ferries are
simple to operate, have either one
or two crew members, and both are
operators.
The free-running ferries such as

the MV Columbia require a much
larger crew, including captain,
bridgewatch, mate and deckhands
above-decks and engineer, oiler and
night watchman below. There are
also terminal attendants who work
from May to October shepherding
vehicles and answering questions
from drivers and passengers lined
up to board the ferry.
Although WaterBridge gets a lot
of resumés, Binns said, the way to
get to the top of the file is to obtain
the two prerequisites for any job: a
Marine Medical Certificate to show
you are fit for the work, and the
Marine Emergency Duties (MED)
certificate.
The four-day MED course can
be taken at one of three organizations
on the coast, at a cost ranging from
$590 to $1,745. Margaret Driscoll
of WorkBC Employment Services
advised the participants that her
office had funding to help them get
the prerequisites, for courses and for
transportation.
Binns said the company’s
permanent employees “don’t leave
us” but auxiliary positions are open
for those willing to work as and
where needed.
“You can get lots of shifts; if you
hang in you will get on [full time]
eventually. If you want the work,
it’s there. We will grow you if you
come to us.”
She added that in the next
five years, a lot of employees are
due to retire, opening up full-time
positions.
For more information, check out
the website waterbridge.org.

WaterBridge Ferries holds job session

Spring is coming. Get your footwear ready!
Great selection, professional fitting,
expert advice, comfort guarantee.
www.vincedevito.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-SpecialtyFootwear-LTD

The original recyclers....shoe repair.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622
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Nakusp 2017 capital budget discussed in special meeting
by Claire Paradis
Nakusp residents are facing
a 4% increase this year, and the
Village held a special meeting on
March 23 for further discussion
of this year’s capital budget. Ten
residents showed up with questions
and suggestions, filling the public
gallery.
A Tangible Capital Assets Plan
(TCAP) is in the works for Nakusp,
an item required in order to receive
government funding, said Mayor
Karen Hamling. The TCAP is a
management plan for the end of life
of capital assets such as buildings
that the Village owns. It’s going to
take money and time to complete,
and will be a budget item for the
next few years. CAO Laurie Taylor
said it is going to take $25,000 just
to complete the inventory, and there
will be more to be done in terms of
creating a policy and planning.
Public Works
Fixing drainage around the
Alexander and Cotswold roads
will cost around $25,000, said
Public Works Director of Operations
Warren Leigh, because current
drainage is “uphill both ways.” The
proposed fix is a deep culvert that
will take water from Cotswold Road
to the highway, decreasing the water
on Alexander Road by about half.
There will be additional work done,
said Leigh, as some homeowners
have filled in the ditch and some
culverts will need to be replaced.
The alley behind NAPA is also
flood-prone; its drainage empties
into a rock pit that fills quickly. Plans
to tie drainage from the area into the
existing storm network is estimated
to cost $15,000.
Public Works will be spending
$40,000 to begin replacing the
sidewalk along each side of
Broadway. Due to the complex
nature of the replacement, it’s
projected to be completed by the
end of August.
The replacement of the
galvanized water mains continues
in 2017, to the tune of $150,000.
The Village was fortunate enough
to receive funding that will ensure
that all the disintegrating galvanized
mains will be replaced.
Replacing the three-year-old
water treatment membrane, a crucial
filter in the water treatment system
that reduces turbidity among other
things, is on the books for 2017. The
filters cost $85,000 and are said to
have a lifespan of three to ten years,
but exactly when they need to be
replaced depends on the quality of
water going through them. Leigh
said Public Works will have a better

idea of the lifespan of the filters in
the Nakusp system when they can
cut up the current one and send it
away for analysis.
The water treatment lagoons
have been building up sludge for
two decades, and are reaching
critical mass. Due to the sludge, the
wastewater isn’t getting the time
in the tank it needs, so the sludge
must come out, said Leigh. He
estimated arranging a long-term
composting solution would cost
around $150,000, and drying out and
carting the sludge to the landfill will
cost $20,000 to address the problem
in the short run. This system would
drain the sludge through a large
sock-like structure which turns the
sludge into a “geotube” with a gooey
centre that’s “like jello,” according
to Leigh.
The Village received two
requests from the public: a street
light at the end of 15th Avenue,
and a sidewalk for the west side of
6th Avenue (Highway 23) between
1st and 4th Streets. The cost of the
streetlight was unknown, and Leigh
made it clear that an estimate of
$80,000 for putting in a sidewalk
across from the Forestry building on
6th was a very conservative guess.
Public in the gallery commented that
if a streetlight on 15th Avenue wasn’t
viable, then signage would be very
useful. One resident said there was
a significant amount of traffic down
the road. Another citizen said that if
the sidewalk in front of the Forestry
building were repaired, installing a
sidewalk on the other side of the road
might not be necessary.
Recreation and Parks
The Nakusp Hot Springs and
Cedar Chalets are doing booming
business, and Director of Recreation
and Parks Terry Welsh is planning to
reinvest profits into upgrades at the
Hot Springs. A new point of sale,
counter renovations, new tables and
a coffee bar, as well as less sexy
repairs to the Chalets water feed
separation, the campground fence

and washrooms are all planned
for 2017. When asked if the Hot
Springs’ recent success would mean
more job opportunities, Welsh was
quick to point out there was no
budget for this year to hire extra staff
for the facility.
The wooden structure at the
Spicer Gardens will need to be
replaced this year, said Welsh, and
$30,000 is budgeted for the project.
The Rail Trail that encircles
Nakusp will finally have the concrete
barricades removed and new barrier
gates will be installed. The gates
will allow the passage of bicycles
and baby strollers, Welsh confirmed.
A new Zamboni ice resurfacer
($115,000), tennis court resurfacing
($32,000), upgrades to the Rotary
Playground to bring it in line with
current safety standards ($60,000)
and cemetery signage ($5,000) are
all in the budget for 2017.
N a k u s p Vo l u n t e e r F i re
Department
The Fire Department will
be receiving six Self-Contained
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) bottles
that enables firefighters to breathe in
smoky conditions. Fire Chief Terry
Warren also noted that the new fire
truck the department bought has
everything the fighters need when
they’re out on the job, including the
ability to pump water into the hoses
that it carries. The old truck was
35 years old and worn old, said the
Fire Chief.
The final operating and capital
WAKE UP CALL
Each tree species has a different number
of days of cold temperature required during winter dormancy before a particular
gene awakens plant cells responsible for
growth and budding (bud break). Several
other factors interact to allow trees to bud
out; temperature, water availability, and
amount of light. The unpredictability of
climate change may adversely interfere
with the bud break process.
slocanlakess.com
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budgets will be presented as part of
the 2017-2021 financial plan at the
April 10 Council meeting, which
will be held at the Emergency
Services Building.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support Groups for Persons
with Cancer and Caregivers

For those experiencing cancer:
Groups will be held every Saturday 11:00 am - 12:30 pm
For caregivers of persons with cancer:
Groups will be held every Saturday 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

Both groups will be held at 205-6th Street, Nakusp, in the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Community Service meeting room. Please enter at the rear of the building.
For more information and to register please call:
Shelley Bortnick, MSW, RSW at 250-265-3397 or
Jim Fenning, MSW at 250-551-6071
		
jamesfenning@earthsong.ca
Thanks to the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation for making these groups possible.

Village of
New Denver
ARBOR DAY

The Village of New Denver will be holding Arbor Days on April
19-20, 2017. We will pick up yard and pruning waste that is
placed at the curb by 8 a.m. Please ensure that all branches
are bundled and tied in bunches no longer than 3 feet and
that all garden refuse (leaves, etc.) is bagged. Absolutely no
household garbage or construction material will be picked up.
Please ensure that all bundles and bags are an acceptable
weight. Remember, you only have to lift one bag in comparison to the number our crew will have to lift. Thank you for
your cooperation.

OUTDOOR BURNING REMINDER

Residents of New Denver are reminded that outdoor burning
is regulated within the Village of New Denver. Permits are
required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires contained
within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface area not greater
than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured gas, coal
or electric barbecue.
Burning permits are available from April 1st to May 15th and
from September 30th to November 15th – for more information please contact the Village Office, weekdays between
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Council thanks all residents for their
cooperation.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
PRESENTATION

Beef

Seafood

Pork Chops (Centre Cut), Danish Baby Back Ribs.

Fish

Bacon Wrapped Filet Mignon, New York Steak, Veal Clams, Oysters, Lobster Tail, Peeled & Deveined
Cutlets, Breaded Veal Cutlets, Veal Cordon Bleu, Jumbo Shrimp, Breaded Fantail Shrimp, Cooked
Buffalo Burgers, Ultimate Beef Patty.
Salad Shrimp, Raw Headless Prawns, King Crab
Legs, Scallops.
Pork
North Atlantic Sole, North Atlantic Cod, Halibut
Chicken Cordon Bleu, Souvlaki Chicken Kebabs, Steak, Sockeye Fillets, Red Snapper, Stuffed Sole.
Chicken Burgers, Chicken Kiev, Chicken Florentine, Party Favourites
Chicken Mexicana, Chicken Fingers, Chicken Jalepeno Cheese Bites, Mozza Cheese Stix, Bacon
Breast (Boneless), Chicken Wings (Honey & Garlic Wrapped Oysters, Breaded Oysters, Breaded
or Hot & Spicy), Chicken Drumstix (Honey & Garlic). Scallops, Perogies, Breaded Calamari, Desserts.

Chicken

30 Years in Business!!
jeffdavison55@gmail.com • 587-297-4214
Call or email - Jeff delivers to your door!

At 7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 10th at the Legion Hall in Slocan
(502 Harold Street) representatives of EDCD Consulting will
present an overview of the Slocan Valley Economic Development Strategy project and report on the public consultations
that were held in February. All members of the public are
invited to attend.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre is hiring summer
students for the 2017 season. Interested individuals should
submit a resume and cover letter to the attention of Bruce
Woodbury, CAO. The deadline has been extended until April
15th, 2017.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and
ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
April 14,
2017

counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

THANK YOU to the generous sponsors
of Fauquier’s Talent Show: the private
sponsors who donated the prize money and
the food, the Fauquier Community Club
for the use of the hall, and Denise for the
delicious 3’ shamrock shaped cake. Thank
you for making the Talent Show such a
huge success! There was such a feeling of
community that the SMILE Club invites
other students to contact 250-269-7570 to
discuss their ideas for a community event
they wish to organize.

COMING EVENTS

GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER! THE
BIG AIR BAND/ LIP SYNC CONTEST
is coming May 6 to the Silverton Memorial
Hall. Calling on all Slocan Valley businesses,
organizations, groups and individuals to
enter to win cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and
3rd place in two categories: adults and
kids. Coaching available. Don’t miss out
on the fun! All ages and abilities, and all

CLASSIFIED ADS

kinds of music welcome. Registration forms
available at New Market Foods and www.
slocanlake.com. Registration period: April
3-20. Sponsored by the Slocan District
Chamber of Commerce and the Slocan Lake
Gallery Society. More info: 250-226-7967
or www.slocanlake.com
GIRLS’ EMPOWERMENT
MOVEMENT (GEM) Program starting
April 22 in Slocan City for girls ages 10-13,
offered by the Nelson & District Women’s
Centre. Art, dance, yoga, and discussions
about what’s important to girls growing
up. $30 for the series of six sessions. More
information or to register, contact Raina
Gardner: gem@nelsonwomenscentre.com
or 250-352-9949.
ROWENA ELOISE CELEBRATES
80 years an artist. Gallery Retrospective.
Easter Sunday, April 16. 10 am – 4 pm.
Argenta Hall. All are welcome.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY
presents Barbara Brown. Artist, forestwalker and local author of Sylvan
Reflections: Wanderings, Paintings and
Ponderings from the Forest. Sunday, April
9 at 1 pm. A free event.

SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY
SOCIETY Annual General Meeting.
April 27, 2017 from 7-9 pm. To be held
at Slocan Community Library, 710 Harold
Street, Slocan.
INTER-GENERATIONAL COOKING
IS BACK! All ages cook and eat together.
Thursdays, through May 11. April 13:
Gluten-Free Baking; April 20: Cobb Oven
Pizza. 5 pm – 7 pm at WEG Community
Service Centre in Slocan. To register for
this free CBAL program, call Penny 250226-7605.
BASIC PROSPECTING COURSE:
Chamber of Mines of Eastern BC, 215
Hall St., Nelson, April 24 – April 30, 2017
M – F, 7 pm to 10 pm, Fri & Sun field trips.
$250 fee includes text book and supplies.
For more information or to preregister
contact the chamber weekdays 9 – 4 or
250-352-5242, or chamberofmines@
netidea.com
T H E L A N G H A M C U LT U R A L
SOCIETY 2017 AGM and ‘LANGHAM
MEMORIES’ PLAY! Thursday, April
27. AGM starts at 6:30 pm sharp, followed
at 8:15 pm by a remount of the one act
play ‘Langham Memories’ by Lynn van

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com
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Deursen. Langham members who attend
the AGM will see the play for FREE!
General Admission $10 @ the door.
Hope to see you! 250-353-2661, www.
thelangham.com, langham@netidea.com
READY, SET, LEARN! A FREE
program for parents/caregivers and
preschoolers ages 3 to 5. Special guest
events and a Kindergarten visit. Activities
include literacy, numeracy, creative art,
science, music, movement, cooking,
and much more! Join Julia and Lila,
12:30 and 3 pm, Fridays April 21 and
28. Location: Lucerne School in the
Preschool/StrongStart room. Please preregister. Call Charlene, 250-358-7768, or
Julia at 250-358-2745, or Lila at 250-3587766. Sponsored by SD 10 & Ministry of
Education.
MEDICAL MARIJUANA: What do we
know? Panel discussion and Q&A with
Dr. Joel Kailia, Dr. Michael Smith, and
Jim Leslie (Kootenays Medicine Tree).
A unique opportunity to learn about the
medical usage of marijuana. Friday, April
21, 7 pm, Vallican Whole Community
Centre. Admission by donation. 3762 Little
Slocan S. Rd. www.VallicanWhole.com

• BICYCLE

LARRY’S REPAIR

513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

TOWING
Slocan Towing

Serving the Slocan Valley

ENVIRONMENT

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service
250-226-7084

info

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLEANING
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw &
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th
Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS
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COMING EVENTS

TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday, April 8 at the Slocan Valley
Legion Hall, 502 Harold St., Slocan starting
at 6:30 pm sharp. $30 Buy-in. Tickets at
Mountain Valley Station or phone 250355-2672 to reserve. BC Gaming rules
will apply. The Legion welcomes members
& guests.
THE VILLAGE HEARTH Sea Can
contents SALE! We haven’t found another
home yet, so we are selling off the contents
of our food storage Sea Can. Saturday, April
8, 10 am - 3 pm, behind The Village Hearth/
What’s in Store and across from the liquor
store in New Denver. 5-litre boxes of pear
juice and apple juice from the Okanagan:
$13/box. Mick’s Organic Garlic from
Earthly Pleasure Farms: $10/lb. Cash only.
See you there!
WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE:
Join us Thursday, April 20 in EARTH
DAY activities for children from 2-3 pm
at the school (5614 Highway 6, Winlaw).
Meet the teachers and principal from
3:30-5pm. Accepting Kindergarten and
multi-aged elementary applications for the
2016/17 school year. Financial support
available. For more info call (250) 2267737, email wholeschool@gmail.com or
visit www.wholeschool.ca
YARD AND YARDAGE! Slocan Valley
Threads Guild’s annual event welcomes
you Sunday, April 30, 10 to 2. Fabric,
notions, perennials, lunch, refreshments
and gallery of members’ work. Highway 6
at Perry’s Back Road. 226-7703.

Business
Classifieds start
at $10.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

FREE MASONS of the West Kootenays
Meetings: Star of the West #61 - Nakusp,
Fourth Tuesday; Slocan #29 - New Denver,
Fourth Friday; Kaslo # 25 - Kaslo, First
Friday; Nelson #23 - Nelson, Second
Wednesday; Sentinel #146 - Castlegar, First
Wednesday. Phone 250-265-0033 for more
information.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT IN SILVERTON - Spacious
two bedroom suite with lake view, on main
floor of duplex, 616 Hunter St. Quiet area,
close to Cooper Beach. Covered porch,
excellent wood stove, all facilities. $650
per month - water & garbage included.
N/S, N/P. Available May 1, 2017. Call Ernst
Gerwig 403-762-5150 or 250-358-2283.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
AMERICAN STANDARD Town Square
soaker bathtub. 6’ X 42” drop in. Brand
new. Never installed. My loss is your gain.
Open to reasonable offers or interesting
trade/barter. Please call 250-688-1508. Tub
is located in Silverton.
POWER CHAIR for sale. $145. Silverton.
250-358-2682.

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and
Thursday afternoon 4-5:15. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from

New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind
wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

HELP WANTED

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
with the New Denver Friday Market: Our
local BCFMA member market is looking
to hire a manager for this season. For a
job description and to submit a resume
please email the New Denver Community
Market Society at ndfridaymarket@gmail.
com. Deadline for application is 4 pm on
April 13, 2017.
KASLO HOTEL is looking for a Head
Chef/ Kitchen Manager. This is a fulltime year-round position. Salary based on
experience. Please send resumes to jobs@
kaslohotel.com

NOTICES

PAST LIVES, DREAMS AND SOUL
TRAVEL: free download of books and CD
eckankar-bc.ca
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
becoming a major problem in your life?
AA, NA and ALANON meetings happen in
the area. For information on AA meetings
contact in New Denver: 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4216; Kaslo 353-9617; South Slocan
226-7705; Playmor Junction 359-7310. For
on NA meetings contact in New Denver
358-7265. For information on ALANON
meetings contact in New Denver 358-7904.
If you don’t get through when you call,
please try another number.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral

arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
IS YOUR DOG WELL BEHAVED?
Would you like your dog to listen to you?
Does a relaxed on-leash walk appeal to
you? For more information, visit www.
proudofmydog.ca

RENTALS WANTED

RURAL RENTAL WANTED for long
term beginning May. Any region in Slocan
Valley or area. Independent, semi-retired
individual looking for small-tiny house or
cabin out of town. Must have wood heat
option and be pet friendly. References
available. Call, text 250 306 4295
MAY IS COMING UP FAST! Sarah,
Mark, and Sequoia Jeffreys are still seeking
a furnished summer rental in the Slocan
from the second week of May (as early as
the 8th) through the second week of August
this summer and possibly through the third
week of September. Ideally, we would like
to rent a place in New Denver or Silverton,
close to the lake, but as in past summers,
we are open to possibilities from Red Mtn
Rd. up to Hills. Please contact us, by email
at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or by phone
at (801) 910-1532 if you have or know of
an availability suitable for two adults and
a little girl. We look forward to being back!

SERVICES
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SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet - any dish or antenna; home
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James,
250-226-7236 (w), 250-505-8392 (c).

VEHICLE WANTED

ARE YOU TRADING UP? Need an AWD:
Pontiac Vibe, Matrix, Subaru Forrester or
other well maintained hatchback or station
wagonish vehicle. Madeleine 358-2475

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to:

The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Nakusp Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph)
nakuspredimix@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Leaf Cabinetry

mobile

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced
(Canadian) Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor.

Darrell A. Olsen
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

K&A

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		
Phone: 250-265-4621
email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

COMMUNITY
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BC Government press offices churn out media releases in advance of the provincial election
In this, the run-up to the provincial
election on May 9, the provincial
government press offices are running
overtime churning out media releases.
Here is a precis of just some of those
that have flooded into The Valley Voice
email.
• Disaster Financial Assistance
(DFA) is now available to eligible
British Columbians in the Central
Kootenay region who may have
been impacted from the flooding that
occurred from March 15-23, 2017.
Applications must be submitted to

ESTHETICS

DI’S
ESTHETICS

FULL SERVICE
SALON
WINLAW
250-226-7318

Emergency Management BC (EMBC)
by June 25, 2017. DFA application at:
gov.bc.ca/disasterfinancialassistance.
• The British Columbia government
is investing more than $16 million
to support collaborative solutions
for resolving child protection cases,
enhance assistance with family and
civil law issues, and improve access
to justice, mostly on the Lower
Mainland. Some money is going
to the expanded Family LawLINE,
accessible throughout the province,
promise faster, better outcomes for the
6,000 participants who accessed these
services last year.
• Government has posted the 20172019 Freshwater Fishing Regulations
Synopsis on its fishing regulation
website (env.gov.bc.ca/fw/fish/
regulations/) and printed copies will
soon be available at Front Counter
B.C., Service B.C. and stores that sell

fishing licences.
• Hunters can now buy their
hunting licences online at: www.gov.
bc.ca/hunting. Licences will still be
available at Service BC locations, and
participating sporting goods stores.
As of May 15 hunting licences will
also be available at FrontCounter BC
locations. Paper versions of resident
hunting licences and other non-species
licences (youth, initiation and special
area licences) will be eliminated.
• As boating season approaches,
the BC government is adding to its
arsenal in the fight to keep the province
invasive mussel free by adding two
new inspection stations, expanding
inspection hours and the inspection
operating season, more than doubling the
number of inspectors, increasing public
education, expanding scientific lake
monitoring and providing Canada’s first
multi-purpose mussel-sniffing dog. The

Province is also adding 35 inspection
officers to the program, bringing the total
to 68 auxiliary conservation officers.
• BC’s network of off-road vehiclefriendly backcountry trails is getting
a boost. The ORV Trail Management
Sub-Account is financed through a
portion of fees ORV owners pay to
ICBC when registering their vehicles.
The $320,000-and-growing fund is
dedicated to supporting projects that
build new – and maintain existing –
vehicle-friendly recreation trails in
remote and rural areas throughout the
province and to promoting safe and
responsible ORV use.
• The province has created a new
BC Parks Foundation to help generate
private revenue to be spent on promoting
and enhancing the experience in BC
Parks. Independent of government,
the foundation strives to ensure the
provincial parks system is valued and

protected for generations to come.
British Columbians and beyond are
encouraged to contribute to help
preserve the ecological, recreational
and cultural values of the world-class
parks system.
• The Province will allocate $1
million to help employees upgrade their
skills for jobs in rural communities.
• Diners at BC restaurants are in
for a local treat in 2017 – a monthlong celebration of BC food and
beverages from land and sea, as part
of the EAT DRINK LOCAL campaign
designed by the BCRestaurant and Food
Services Association (BCRFA). It will
offer family, casual and fine dining
restaurants, cafés, pubs, hotels and
catering companies the opportunity to
participate in a province-wide program
and promotion in which they can
showcase their creativity and skill with
local products and flavours.

Open Thurs - Sun

SPRING HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM
WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Bill Lander
Realtor®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

REAL ESTATE
Christina Harder
Realtor®

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

Open Thursday Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday Wednesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

GIFTS

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax
www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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Bee Awareness Society seeks votes on dot day at the Winlaw Hall
submitted
One of the organizations
looking for your votes for
funding from the Columbia
Basin Trust Community
Initiatives grants is the Bee
Awareness Society. This
group will be at the public
input meeting at Winlaw
Community Hall on April
8, 1 to 3 pm, with a glass
observation hive of honey
bees along with information
about the bees and about its
project.
The project brings people
together from within and
outside of the Slocan Valley

to offer an education program
to encourage creativity in
the classroom, and to teach
methods of preserving
agriculture and food sources,
environment and economy by
protecting the honey bee and
other pollinators.
The society’s goal is to
instill responsible stewardship
at an early age, so children can
make a difference in enabling
a healthy environment for
humanity and for those plants,
animals and insects that
provide for us. The society
provides education about
the life cycle of the honey

bee, from the queen laying
eggs which are cared for by
workers, to seeing baby bees
emerge from the capped cells,
to worker bees gathering and
storing nectar and pollen,
cleaning the hive, building
new honey comb and capping
the honey. The directional
dances the bees do to locate
food sources is fascinating.
A key part of the
education is to teach people
how to benefit bees and other
pollinators such as insects,
butterflies and birds by caring
for the environment in our
communities and home

Rounding out a big competition season with a total of 30 ski races, Kolibri Drobish of Hills participated at Ski Nationals
March 17 – 25 in Canmore, Alberta. On March 17 she had the 12th fastest relay split on a ski cross challenge course; the
next day in the five km free technique she finished ninth out of 125 Juvenile racers and fourth in the 14-year-old age group.
She competed in three more races over the course of the week and achieved an aggregate score of sixth place nationally.

Fibres and flowers: Yard & Yardage at the Threads Guild
submitted
Yard & Yardage, the
annual spring event at the
Slocan Valley Threads Guild,
will be held Sunday, April 30
from 10 am 2 pm. This is a
once-a-year opportunity to
celebrate spring with those
who share a passion for
community and fibre arts. It’s
also an amazing example of
recycling.
Wo u l d y o u r g a r d e n
benefit from a new perennial
or two? Is your fabric stash

depleted after the winter?
During this event, the yard at
the Threads Guild becomes a
garden centre. You will find
plants at reasonable prices,
as well as friendly people
to answer your gardening
questions.
Inside, you can expect
nourishment and treats from
soups to sweets. In the heart
of the hall are bargains on
more fabric than ever, yarn,
ribbon, buttons, patterns, craft
magazines and boutique items.

Yard & Yardage will be held Sunday, April 30 from 10 am – 2 pm at the Slocan Valley Threads Guild.

There may be equipment for
sale, and members’ work
will be on display to inspire
and entertain you. Many of
the 127 current members
will be on hand to visit with
you. Y&Y is an incredible
combination of fibre, food,
community sharing and
growing things. For $10 you
can join the Guild, or renew
your membership, good to
June 2018.
The Threads Guild hall
is located in Perry’s Siding,
five minutes north of Winlaw,
just off Hwy 6. Admission
to Yard and Yardage is free
(please, no dogs) and proceeds
support the Threads Guild.
Donations of fabric, notions
and plants are being accepted
now, before the event. Call
Sharon at 226-7703, Lynnda
355-2267, Julie 778-4631978, Susan Mackintosh 3525772 or Brenda 355-2459 to
arrange pick-up or drop-off.

gardens. Without pollinators
we would lose 25 per cent
of our food products. The
major contribution of bees to
humans is pollination of our
food supply; we must keep
our back yards and the wider
community free of chemicals,
herbicides and insecticides.
The glass observation bee
hive, a ‘live learning tool’
is installed in schools for
hands-on learning about and
care for honey bees and the
environment through creative
art. The pilot project started in
2015 at WE Graham school
and was expanded in 2016

to Winlaw Elementary, The
Whole School, Four Nations
Coalition of Indigenous
Medicines in Vallican and
Selkirk College library in
Castlegar. Observation bee
hives were also placed in
Frog Peak Café in Crescent
Valley and a school in
Revelstoke. The evaluation
and reviews from the schools
were excellent. All wanted
the hives back this spring and
some wanted to keep them
through the winter.
In this third year of
the project the society has
received almost 20 hive

requests, meaning it will
have to build 14 more. The
members are looking for
cash donations, corporate
sponsorships, materials, bees
and supplies, and in-kind
labour in order to build, install
and service the additional
hives.
New members are
welcome; the annual
membership fee is $5. For
information contact: Sharon
Myers beesharon@icloud.
com, Keith Stetsko 250-3597810, Linda Martin 250226-7758, or Henry Hutter
250-226-6994.
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Edgewood woman helps with eagle rescue and release
by Art Joyce
Tasha Hall didn’t expect a routine
snowmobile ride this winter to turn
into a rescue drama. The Edgewood
resident and her partner run a small
farm and Hall is a nature photographer.
They had been out getting photos of
moose near their home when they
spotted something unusual – a bald
eagle trapped in a wire snare typically
used for trapping wolves.
“We actually only got about six
minutes up the road when we saw

something,” she recalls. “At first we
weren’t sure what it was, it looked like
a stump or something. Then we saw
this white head and found him stuck
there in a snare.”
The eagle was snared by the wing
and was bleeding. It looked like he’d
been trapped there a day or two,
maybe longer. Hall says the raptor
was showing signs of exhaustion. She
and her partner swung into action,
wrapping him in a coat to prevent a
panic reaction while they removed the

We’re back for our 15th season!

snare. Hall held the eagle in her coat
while they sledded back home.
“Luckily, I was wearing two coats
because it was cold that day, so I was
able to wrap him up. He was feisty but
he wasn’t at all mean or aggressive.
He was done fighting, he looked really
tired, so he didn’t try to bite or claw.”
Once home, she placed the
eagle in a crate and started phoning
wildlife rehabilitation centres. She
contacted the OWL (Orphaned
Wildlife Rehabilitation Society)
centre in Delta but they recommended
the BC Wildlife Park in Kamloops
due to its closer proximity. They
said they were happy to take the
eagle. Early the next morning Hall
bundled him into her car and made
the three-hour drive to Kamloops.
Once there, he was diagnosed with a
hematoma and a lot of swelling but
fortunately no broken wing bones.
She was given a tour of the non-profit
facility’s extensive amenities, which
include a Wildlife Education Centre,
outdoor ampitheatre for bird of prey
demonstrations, a Wildlife Express
Miniature Train for touring the

grounds, a petting zoo of farm animals
for the kids and many educational
programs for the public. The park
also has one of the largest facilities for
breeding endangered burrowing owls.
“You can also see animals who
can’t be released back into the wild for
whatever reason, like a three-legged
bobcat that was caught in a trapper’s
snare. The whole time he was at the
centre, they encouraged me to call in
and check on the eagle. It’s a really
great facility.”
The eagle was kept at the centre
for two months while they got him
stabilized. They had him in a small
flight pen and once they saw he
was flying the whole length of the
pen, were eager to get him back
into the wild. When he was ready to
be released, they called Hall to let
her know, and had volunteer Jenna
Bourdon drive the eagle back to
Edgewood.
“He probably has a partner out
here so they wanted to get him
back as quickly as possible. We had
coordinated with them so we could
be there to see him come out of that
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crate and fly.”
Hall captured the release on video
and says it was an exciting moment,
watching him fly back to freedom.
Raised on a Slocan Valley farm, she’s
been around animals all her life, and
has a rapport with them. “Our family
has a cabin way up in the mountains
near Slocan. Having animals, you
learn how to deal with emergencies
and sick animals and you deal with
wild animals on a daily basis. I think
that eagle knew we were his only
option. I’m fairly certain I’ve seen him
fly over my house a few times since
then. You can see the feathers on that
right wing are just a little off. It’s neat
to see a happy ending once in a while.”
The area the eagle was found
in is a popular recreation spot for
locals, though not a park or protected
area. Some Edgewood residents
have objected to the presence of
traplines close by. To watch video
footage of the rescue and release
visit Hall’s Facebook page, BC
Farm and Family Photography,
at https://www.facebook.com/
bcfarmandfamilyphotography/

318 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC 250-265-3288
Guest
House

Edgewood resident Tasha Hall rescued this eagle from a trapper’s snare this winter and took it to the BC Wildlife Park in Kamloops for
rehabilitation. The eagle was recently released back into the wild in the Edgewood area, with Hall present.

Mounteer’s poetry collection rises from the ashes
submitted
The Nelson Public Library
celebrates National Poetry Month
by launching a poetry collection that,
in effect, rose from the ashes.
Jordan Mounteer’s first book
of poetry was printed and due to be
launched when fire swept through
the warehouse of Winlaw’s Sono Nis
Press last summer. Now, Mounteer’s
book Liminal has been reprinted by
the publisher and will launch at the
Library Thursday, April 20 at 7 pm.
The collection, with ecological
themes and subjects that include
treeplanting, travelling, and rites

of passage, “has been a long time
coming,” says Mounteer. “It’s
exciting to have it finally come to
fruition.”
His poems have appeared in
numerous Canadian and American
publications, and his work has won
or been shortlisted for CBC Poetry
Prize, the Montreal International
Poetry Prize, PRISM international’s
Poetry Contest, The Malahat
Review’s Open Season Award,
CV2’s Young Buck Poetry Prize, and
PRISM international’s Pacific Spirit
Poetry Prize.
Mounteer will also teach a free

submitted
The Community Volunteer
Income Tax Program is happening
again this year. People eligible may
bring their tax information to the
Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community
Services building in New Denver
on Tuesday, April 11. The office is
open 9:30 am to noon and 1 pm to
3:30 pm.
Income Tax Volunteer Dianne
Karafil will complete your return

within two weeks.
To be eligible, single people
must have an annual income not
more than $30,000; couples not more
than $40,000; and single parents with
one child not more than $35,000.
The program serves seniors,
students, persons with disabilities
and others who would ilke assistance
completing their tax returns.
For more information, call 250265-4298.

poetry workshop for teens 12 and
up at the library on April 20 from
3:30 to 5 pm.

Slocan Valley poet Jordan Mounteer

Free income tax return service

Mounteer’s first book of poetry, Liminal.

