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by Katrine Campbell
A manual on substance abuse harm 

reduction written in Nelson is about to 
go worldwide, but only if the writers 
can raise enough money to get to Dublin 
in May.

Chloe Sage, ANKORS’ harm 
reduction coordinator and drug 
checking expert, and Warren Michelow, 
who helped bring the Sanctuary safe 
space to Shambhala and other festivals, 
have written a comprehensive guide on 
drug checking at music festivals and 
how to set up and run a drug checking 
service. Drug checking is a key harm 
reduction strategy that aims to help 
people understand what they are taking 
and to find out if their drugs have been 
misrepresented or contaminated.

Funded by the BC Ministry of 
Health, Drug Checking at Music 
Festivals: A How-To-Guide provides a 
thorough review of the different methods 
of drug checking, the associated legal 
issues and how to stay on the right side 
of the law, hands‐on logistics, resources, 
data collection tools and much more.

Sage and Michelow have been 
asked to present their groundbreaking 
manual to the Club Health Conference 
in Dublin this May. This international 
event is the premiere conference on 
nightlife, club and festival health 
and issues concerning drug use by 
mainstream people. Along with 
presenting the guide, Sage has also been 
invited to share the work that ANKORS 
has been doing with drug checking 
at the Shambhala Music Festival and 
Michelow has been invited to present 
his PhD research on patterns of mixing 
alcohol and party drugs by regular folks 
at festivals.

This conference offers an 
opportunity to share and promote the 
drug checking guide and the work 
done in BC, as well as to learn from 
world experts in nightlife health and 
harm reduction, helping to reduce the 
negative impacts from substance use 
here.

ANKORS has set up a GoFundMe 
page to raise the $6,000 needed for 

West Kootenay harm reduction 
manual going international

expenses. To donate, visit gofundme.
com/take-drug-checking-guide-to-
europe. 

Download the free guide from 
michelow.ca/drug-checking-guide. 
Check out ANKORS work at 
ankorsvolunteer.com.

ANKORS (AIDS Network 
Kootenay Outreach and Support 
Society) was established in 1992 as a 
non-profit society and operates in the 
West and East Kootenays.
Census results show 
declining population in many 
West Kootenay communities
by Katrine Campbell

The assumption that area residents 
have made, that our population is 
dwindling, was confirmed by StatsCan 
when it released the results of the 2016 
census. Three villages in the Valley Voice 
coverage area – New Denver, Slocan and 
Kaslo – and Areas D and K have dropped 
since the last census in 2011, continuing 
the trend over the last 20 years as shown 
in the 1996 census. Area H population 
has increased, and the RDCK as a whole 
has risen slowly, up 1.8% since 2011 and 
up 2.4% since 1996. 

Silverton stayed exactly the same 
at 195 residents between 2011 and 
2016. Mayor Jason Clarke found his 15 
minutes of fame when CBC interviewed 
him on this odd phenomenon, and he 
solemnly told CBC that the village had 
a policy that anyone planning to move 
could not leave until they had found a 
replacement. Here are the stats for the 
villages and the RDCK areas. The first 
number is from 1996; the second from 
2011; the third from 2016. The last 
number is the percentage increase or 
decrease over the 20-year period.

Area D: 1,596; 1,408; 1,343; -15.9
Area H: 4,460; 4,289; 4,667; + 4.6
Area K: 1,996; 1,759; 1,681; -15.8
Kaslo: 1,063; 1,031; 968; -8.9
Nakusp: 1,736; 1,569; 1,605; -7.5
New Denver:  579; 504; 473; -18.3
Silverton: 241; 195; 195; -19.1
Slocan: 335; 296; 272; -18.8
Nelson and Castlegar both show 

small increases in population.

Nakusp Rotary to honour local volunteers
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Rosemary Hughes has been named Nakusp’s Citizen of the Year. She has been the driving force behind the Old Firehall Collective’s project 
to repurpose the old firehall into an indoor, year-round farmers’ market with a commercial kitchen and meeting spaces for community use, 

from conception through renovations to the operation of the building today. Nakusp Rotary President Dan Nicholson dropped off a bouquet of 
flowers on Saturday, March 4. There will be a banquet and awards ceremony on Saturday, March 25. Ticket information on page 13.

Janet Spicer is Nakusp’s Citizen of the Year - Lifetime Achievement Award recipient this year. Janet provides the community with delicious 
organic food, and stands up for those that don’t have a voice – the animals, the plants, and the environment.
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Over 100 people attended the National Day of Action on Electoral Reform Rally on Baker Street in Nelson on February 11. Organized by the 
Council of Canadians, it was one of 25 rallies throughout the country. 

by Katrine Campbell
It’s hard to miss the media stories 

on the opioid crisis, particularly in 
the Lower Mainland but happening 
all over the province. People are 
overdosing in homes or on the street 
and being revived, or dying. The 
death toll from illicit drug ODs in 
2016, for all of BC, was 914. Ten of 
those deaths were in the Nelson area. 

ANKORS, the AIDS Network 
Kootenay Outreach and Support 
Society, has just received approval 
from the Interior Health ethics board 
for a fentanyl urine study. The two 
organizations will partner to offer 
urine testing to anyone who uses 
illicit drugs to find if there was 
fentanyl in the substance they used.

The study is anonymous and 
confidential – no names taken, no 
personal information shared – and 
is available for up to three days after 
the drugs are used. To be part of the 
study, people can drop in to ANKORS 
on Mondays in March between 10 
am and 3 pm. Contact Chloe Sage at 
ANKORS, 250-505-5506, to make 
an appointment outside those times.

“We are hoping for 40 participants 
in the study,” says Sage, ANKORS’ 
harm reduction coordinator and drug 
checking expert. “We are doing the 
study to find out if fentanyl urine 
testing is something people would 
use as a service and, if so, are there 
other drug checking services people 

Fentanyl: not just on the Downtown East Side
would want to use.

“Also this would give us an idea 
on how much fentanyl is tainting 
other drugs.”

The paramedics in Nelson say 
they respond to four or five overdose 
calls every week, says Sage. Some 
users don’t know their drugs have 
been laced or cross-contaminated. 
Others look for fentanyl because it 
is the most available opioid on the 
street. 

“People would rather get 
something that is regulated, like 
morphine, but that is very hard to get 
and expensive.”

Sage places some of the blame 
for the increase in fentanyl use on 
restrictions on opioid use by the BC 
College of Physicians and Surgeons.

“When prescriptions for opioids 
were extremely restricted by the 
college many people were cut off 
their scrips. This left a large number 
of people who were addicted to 
opioids scrambling to not get painful 
withdrawals. Illicit fentanyl is what 
filled that gap [created by] that sudden 
huge demand for opioids.”

There has also been a problem 
with patients suffering chronic pain 
who were cut back or cut off their 
meds, forcing some to turn to the 
streets for pain relief. Fentanyl is more 
addictive than other opioids because 
of its strength; detox periods can be 
up to 21 days of physical withdrawal 

“so there is not much incentive to 
get off it. We just got notice from the 
Nelson Police that Carfentanil is here, 
which we suspected due to a rash of 
overdoses.

“And who knows: there may be 
something stronger coming in the 
future.”

Sage advises that people can be 
trained to use Naloxone, which blocks 
the effects of opioids, at ANKORS 
and at public health or mental health 
and substance use facilities. Take 
home Naloxone kits are available 
at health centres and health units in 
New Denver, Kaslo, Nakusp, Nelson 
and Trail.

“In rural areas it is imperative that 
there are accessible kits and people 
trained on how to use them. At the 
very least people could learn how 
to do mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. 
That could save a life.”

Interior Health has also confirmed 
carfentanil in the Kootenays, 

following a positive drug test. The 
drugs tested by Health Canada were 
illegal imitation oxycodone tablets 
with the markings CDN 80. 

Carfentanil is a synthetic opioid 
normally used as a sedative for large 
animals like elephants. It is similar to 
fentanyl but can be 100 times more 
toxic; one or two grains the size of salt 
grains can be fatal to humans. 

There is no reliable way for people 
to know with certainty if fentanyl, 
carfentanil or other potentially toxic 
components are in illegal drugs. 
If abstaining is not an option, the 
following tips can help reduce the 
risk of overdose: 

• Don’t mix different drugs 
( i n c l u d i n g  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l 
medications, street drugs, and 
alcohol).

• Don’t take drugs when you are 
alone; have a sober buddy with you. 
Leave door unlocked. Tell someone 
to check on you. 

• Use less and pace yourself. Do 
testers to check strength – take a small 
sample of a drug before taking your 
usual dosage.

• Keep an eye out for your friends 
– stay together and look out for each 
other. 

• Carry a Naloxone kit and know 
how to use it. A list of locations to 
get a kit can be found on the Interior 
Health website. 

• Recognize the signs of an OD: 
slow or no breathing, gurgling or 
gasping, lips/fingertips turning blue, 
difficult to rouse (awaken), non-
responsive. 

If someone thinks they may be 
having an overdose or is witnessing 
an overdose, call 911 immediately; 
do not delay.

For more resources and links related 
to overdose and substance use, visit:  
i n t e r i o r h e a l t h . c a / A b o u t U s /
L e a d e r s h i p / M H O / P a g e s /
PHEmergency.aspx

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Valley TV Society 

has replaced the equipment on its 
towers and now offers a high quality, 
reliable service, according to Derek 
Murphy, secretary/ treasurer of the 
society board. The taxpayer-funded 
service is provided to residents from 
Slocan to Passmore who live within 
line of sight of the society’s towers, 
and includes four TV channels and 
two radio stations.

“We’ve gone from being unsure 
whether we could continue the 
service to now knowing we can 
continue indefinitely,” said Murphy 
in an interview.

An audit of the equipment in fall 
2014 revealed that the old analogue 
equipment was failing. In 2015, 
a survey of the residents in the 
service area (Slocan to Passmore) 
showed a high level of support for 
the service, and for continuing to 
fund the service with the same level 
of taxation. The society receives 
$15,000 in tax dollars every year, via 
a tax-funded grant from the RDCK. 
The RDCK collects the tax on behalf 
of the society. 

Slocan Valley TV Society forges ahead with upgrades
Murphy reports that in 2016, 

the board replaced the old analogue 
equipment with digital equipment 
at a cost of $15,000 per tower and 
a total cost of $50,000. “We now 
broadcast the same quality TV you’d 
get from satellite,” he said. 

Of the three towers the society 
now maintains, the central one needs 
to be replaced. Columbia Wireless 
internet service provider also has 
equipment on the central tower. 
“That’s our next challenge,” said 
Murphy. “It represents a significant 
risk to our customers, and to 
Columbia Wireless’s customers as 
well.” 

The next step is  to hire 
an engineer to determine the 
specifications for the new tower. 
Murphy says that will be done in the 
next couple of months.

Once the central tower is 
replaced, which Murphy estimates 
will take one to two years, the 
society will look at expanding 
the TV service to eight channels. 
“The costs have come down on the 
equipment, so we feel we may be 
able to add four channels, and we 

think eight channels would be very 
attractive for many people.”

Part of the vision for the TV 
Society in future is to assist with 
the need for a shared emergency 
services channel for the valley. “It’s 
very early days but we’re exploring 
the possibilities of using our towers 
to support a shared emergency 
service channel,” said Murphy.

Murphy adds that the free Shaw 
satellite TV service ends in 2018. 
Those who don’t want to pay for 
the satellite service will have the 
TV Society service to fall back 
on. “There’s no signing up for the 
service. You simply get it if you live 
between Slocan and Passmore and 
have a TV from 2009 or newer. If 
you have an older TV, you have to 
buy a piece of equipment that costs 
$30 to $50 to get the service.” 

The TV Society now broadcasts 
CBS, ABC, Global and Knowledge, 
as well as two radio stations. Murphy 
added that CBC delivers its own 
signal and is also available at no 
charge.

Call Derek at 226-7182 for more 
information.
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Support Groups for Persons 
with Cancer and Caregivers

For those experiencing cancer:
Group will be held Saturdays 11:00 am - 12:30 pm, beginning March 11, 2017

For caregivers of persons with cancer:
Group will be held Saturdays 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm, beginning March 11, 2017

Both groups will be held at 205-6th Street, Nakusp, in the Arrow and Slocan Lakes 
Community Service meeting room. Please enter at the rear of the building.

For more information and to register please call:
Shelley Bortnick, MSW, RSW at 250-265-3397 or
Jim Fenning, MSW at 250-551-6071
  jamesfenning@earthsong.ca

Thanks to the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation for making these groups possible.

by Jan McMurray
About 15 people attended a 

meeting at the Nakusp Selkirk College 
on February 28 to hear about the Kaslo 
infoNet Society’s vision for fibre-
optic high-speed internet in the region. 
Tim Ryan and Don Scarlett made the 
Kaslo infoNet (KiN) presentation.

“The biggest part of our message 
to you is that a small community can 
do this,” said Scarlett. “The most 
necessary thing is people on the 
ground in your community who are 
willing to work together and make 
it happen.”

KiN has been laying fibre in the 
Kaslo area for a couple of years now, 
and they are willing to impart their 
knowledge to community groups who 
share their vision. 

Ryan explained that fibre-optic 
high-speed internet is necessary 
to attract residents who work in 
the digital economy. “You can’t 
live here if you make your living 
in the digital economy,” he said, 
pointing to the limitations of ADSL 
and wireless services and calling 
rural areas “digital deserts.” “Fibre is 
a pipe that can carry any amount of 
bandwidth you require. It’s the critical 
piece of digital plumbing to allow us 
to participate in the digital economy.”

What makes KiN’s vision 
possible is the Columbia Basin 
Broadband Corporation (CBBC) 
and its backbone, Ryan explained. 
CBBC has a fibre-optic network 
from the Trail area to Castlegar, 
Nelson, Crawford Bay, Creston, 
Cranbrook and up towards Golden. 
The TransCanada fibre network skirts 

Kaslo infoNet Society shares vision for West Kootenay fibre-optic backbone in Nakusp
around our area, with the closest 
points at Castlegar and Revelstoke. 

KiN sees the possibility of laying 
fibre from the backbone in Revelstoke 
down the Arrow Lakes through 
Nakusp, Burton and Edgewood to 
Castlegar, and up the Slocan Valley 
to New Denver and Nakusp, up to 
Trout Lake and around the Lardeau 
Loop to Kaslo. The fibre would be 
laid mostly in the Arrow, Slocan and 
Kootenay Lakes, with some sections 
buried along rail trails (in the lower 
Slocan Valley and between Nakusp 
and the top of Slocan Lake), and 
some sections buried along roads. 
Scarlett said fibre is buried with small 
machinery like Kubotas in trenches 
about .6 metres deep. Electronic 
components are on dry land.

Telus, Shaw and Ledcor already 
have runs of fibre across Kootenay 
Lake, Ryan said. “The lakes are 
the easy way,” Scarlett said. “Our 
communities are along the lakeshores, 
so it makes sense. It’s a matter of 
running the fibre off the back of a 
barge and waiting for it to settle.”

There is very little environmental 
impact, Ryan said, and the plan must 
go through an approvals process. 
One resident was concerned about 
the fluctuations in lake levels on the 
Arrow, particularly in Burton where 
the lake all but disappears at times, 
leaving the mud flats exposed. Her 
concerns were not eased with Ryan’s 
suggestion of digging the fibre into 
the mud flats.

KiN has brought their vision to the 
attention of CBBC through CBBC’s 
recent call for expressions of interest 

from local internet service providers 
(ISPs). CBBC is working with local 
ISPs to develop an application 
for federal funding under the new 
‘Connect to Innovate’ program, 
which will provide 75% of the cost of 
building new backbone infrastructure 
in rural and remote communities. 

Ryan estimates the cost of KiN’s 
visionary project to be $2 to $3.5 
million; KiN doesn’t expect CBBC 
to include the entire project in the 
Connect to Innovate proposal. A 
decision on the scope of CBBC’s 
application to the federal funding 
program, in partnership with ISPs 
basin-wide, will be made in the next 
month or two. Projects funded with 
Connect to Innovate dollars must be 
completed within five years.

As part of KiN’s 2017 project 
under an earlier funding program, KiN 
hopes to be laying fibre in Kootenay 
Lake this year from Balfour to Kaslo. 
CBBC is currently applying on KiN’s 
behalf for the necessary governmental 
approvals for the Balfour to Kaslo 
project. This was advertised in the 
February 9 and 23 issues of the Valley 
Voice (p. 19 in both issues).

Public comments are invited on 
this proposal by March 15 and can 
be submitted to AuthorizingAgency.
C r a n b r o o k @ g o v . b c . c a  o r 
FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, 
Cranbrook, BCV1C 7G1.

The project involves laying 
underwater cable in the lake between 
Balfour and Kaslo, with several 
landing sites in between. According to 
the management plan available online, 
“The cable will be laid on the west 

side of the lake along a path which 
avoids transportation routes, other 
existing cable/ utility crossings, and 
follows the deepest depth possible. 
When the cable reaches a landing 
site, it will be buried at 0.6 metres 
deep in a protective conduit system. 
The conduit and cable will extend 
a short distance onto land (less than 
200 metres) where it will terminate 
in a 0.6m x 0.9 m access vault. Spare 
fibre capacity in the network will also 
be used by regional ISPs to reach their 
customer base.”

More information is available 
at the Applications and Reasons for 

Decision Database website at arfd.
gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.
jsp. The application file number is 
4405778.

by Jan McMurray
Community paramedicine is 

rolling out in Kaslo, New Denver and 
Winlaw this spring, and in Nakusp and 
Edgewood this fall.

This new healthcare profession 
allows paramedics to work in 
expanded roles, providing healthcare 
services to underserved communities. 
“Community paramedicine brings 
improved patient care and more career 
opportunities to rural and remote 
areas,” said Bronwyn Barter, president, 
Ambulance Paramedics of BC.

Community paramedics in Kaslo, 
Winlaw and New Denver have been 
hired and are going through their 
14-week orientation process now. 
They are expected to start work in the 
communities in May.

Positions in Edgewood and Nakusp 
will be posted this month. Orientation 
for those new hires will begin in July, 
with their expected start date in the 
communities in October.

Kaslo and Nakusp will each have 
two community paramedics working 
two days a week each, for a total of 
four days a week. Winlaw, New Denver 
and Edgewood will each have one 
community paramedic, working two 
days a week.

Karen Reader, Regional Training 
Officer for community paramedics in 
the Interior, explained that community 
paramedics have four broad areas of 
responsibility: community outreach 
and awareness; health promotion, 
including providing CPR and AED 

Community paramedicine coming this spring and fall
training as required; assisting other 
health professionals at wellness clinics; 
and wellness checks in homes as 
referred by the health care team. “They 
will work with the health care team 
in their communities to determine 
what is needed within those four 
responsibilities,” said Reader.

The health care team includes all 
health professionals in a community, 
so depending on the community 
could include the local physicians, 
community nurses, nurse practitioners, 
public health nurses, physiotherapists, 
occupational therapists, pharmacists, 
etc.

“As we launch in each community, 
we sit with the health authority and 
discuss what’s in place, and what they 

perceive the needs to be, and where we 
can fit in,” said Reader. “We don’t want 
to overlap services – we’re trying to fill 
existing needs as opposed to stepping in 
where there is already service in place.”

Community paramedics will have 
office space in the local ambulance 
station and will report to the unit 
chief and dispatch centre. They are 
employees of BC Ambulance Service, 
but Reader says the program is a joint 
effort between Interior Health and BC 
Emergency Health Services. 

“It’s a very exciting project,” she 
said. “It’s been very well received and 
successful so far.”

Community paramedics are 
already in place in Creston, Princeton, 
Tofino, Ucuelet and Northern BC.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. Letters and articles should be no longer than 
500 words and may be edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted 
material. Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include 
your address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.

We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

Sunday Supper, Monday Burgers, 
Wednesday Pasta, Thursday wings

Statue of 
Liberty

When I was a child, I visited 
the Statue of Liberty in New York 
City’s harbour. There beneath 
the massive copper statue was a 
bronze plaque. The plaque at the 
base of the Statue of Liberty reads: 
“Give me your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free, the wretched refuse 
of your teeming shore. Send these, 
the homeless, tempest-tossed to 
me, I lift my lamp beside the golden 
door!”

Alice Windsor 
Kaslo

Welcome 
the Abukars 
at March 12 
potluck

Our new Canadian immigrant 
family from Somalia, the Abukars 
(Omar, Bibi, Mohammed, Bilal, 
Ayub, Qadar, Abdirahman and 
Najma), arrived at Castlegar Airport 
on February 23! The members of the 
Slocan Valley Refugee Coalition, 
and many compassionate members 
of our Valley community, have 
planned, schemed and dreamed 
of this day almost as much as the 
Abukars! We expect the family 
was pretty tired, jet lagged and 
culture shocked when they arrived, 
and we escorted them to their new 
home in New Denver, letting them 
get some rest before plunging 
with them into all the necessary 
bureaucratic errands that needed to 
occur very quickly. We are hosting 
a community Welcome Potluck 
on March 12, starting at 4 pm, at 
Bosun Hall in New Denver, and we 
would be thrilled for you to join us 
for this event. We look forward to 
having you join us in welcoming 
the Abukars to our community.

Elanor Spangler
New Denver

Open letter to 
Premier Clark

We heartily endorse this quote 
from your BC Climate Leadership 
Plan, released in August 2016: 
“Climate change is one of the most 
critical issues humanity faces. It is an 
important battle that all governments 
need to demonstrate leadership on.”

However, in its current form, 
the Climate Leadership Plan is 
far from sufficient to reach the 
necessary greenhouse gas reduction 
targets. This plan ignores our 2020 
target and does not set an interim 
target between now and 2050. 
There is a huge gap between what 
is proposed and the emission goals 
we’ve pledged to meet, with only a 
promise that more actions will be 
announced.

Now that the Pan-Canadian 
Framework on Clean Growth and 
Climate Change has been signed 
by First Ministers in December, it’s 
time to learn what those actions are. 
With no increase in the BC carbon 
tax expected until 2021, what other 
actions will be taken to make those 
emission cuts?

BC voters expect a plan with 
additional actions, sufficient funding 
and interim emissions targets. 
We have had extensive public 
consultation, a comprehensive 
report from our stellar climate 
leadership team and substantial 
analysis from the First Ministers’ 
working groups. There’s now more 
than enough data to present a real 
plan of action.

BC voters deserve to have this 
information so they can make an 
educated choice on election day.

On behalf of all  of your 
constituents, we request that the BC 
Liberal government show leadership 
and step forward with a solid climate 
plan.

Citizens’ Climate Lobby - 
British Columbia

Dona Grace-Campbell
Kaslo

Democracy /
capitalism

In our democracy, every person 
has one vote approximately every 
four years. In capitalism, every 
dollar has one vote every time it is 
spent and at the stock market every 
second of every day. Thus could be 
summarized, in a nutshell, Wolfgang 
Streeck’s outlook on our present state 
of governance. Streeck is Emeritus 
Director of the Max Planck Institute 
for the Study of Societies in Cologne, 
Germany, and was interviewed by 
Paul Kennedy on CBC Radio’s 
‘Ideas’ broadcast on February 9.

Throughout civilized history, 
profit and capital as a resource of 
excess of assets over actual cost 
or liabilities was an accepted and 
welcome form of reserves to enable 
the profiteering agency to build 
material structures or undertake 
ventures like expeditions, etc. In 
the wake of modern capitalism, 
restraints on the amassing of wealth 
in private and corporate hands have 
dwindled to almost lawlessness. 
The manipulation and speculation 
with currencies on the international 
money market, in which no actual 
goods or products are involved, have 
brought profits up to as much as 
40% of the transfer of paper wealth. 
Furthermore, the sale and trade of 
bundled debt and mortgage papers as 

investments, by now known as ‘toxic 
financial products,’ have created 
financial bubbles of catastrophic 
consequences for those having been 
naive enough to trust untrustworthy 
bankers.

Banking reforms have been 
promised, but no actual changes 
have gained traction. It’s business as 
usual – until the mega-bubble bursts.

Globalization has enabled 
business ventures in pursuit of profits 
to spread across the world. Industrial 
production sites have been moved to 
low-wage countries, income taxes in 
the home land are avoided, and profits 
are parked in tax havens and lost to 
investments at home, causing more 
and more unemployment in the home 
country. The super-rich feel they’re at 
home where their money is, which is 
not any longer their original country 
and for that reason couldn’t care less 
about what is happening socially in 
their former home country. And the 
home country lacks the money for 
desperately needed infrastructure 
renewals. Indebtedness grows to ever 
greater proportions. It is obvious that 
public debts and private debts cannot 
expand forever; nevertheless, most of 
us and our governments act as if there 
will be no reckoning of all that debt.

Disenfranchised small, medium 
and larger firms, unemployed 
workers and employees, unable 
to pay outstanding obligations, 

debts and mortgages, having lost 
their livelihood and often their 
homes, feel frustrated and betrayed 
and begin to revolt against the so-
called establishment. That opens the 
door to talented demagogues like 
Mr. Donald Trump, an orator who 
seeks to make political capital from 
social discontent. Several European 
countries are experiencing the same 
phenomenon.

Professor  S t reeck  s ta tes 
that democracy and capitalism 
are not compatible; their basic 
assumptions contradict each other. 
He concludes from his observations 
that capitalism carries the seeds 
of its own destruction. Capitalism 
in today’s out-of-bounds forms 
fundamentally undermines the social 
fabric as we know it. He predicts an 
interregnum in which a rethinking 
of all our political and economic 
relations will have to be worked out 
anew and a humanitarian democracy 
hopefully will re-form. He seems 
to see phenomena like Trump as 
catalysts who may give the impetus 
to that renewal. Until then, we will 
have to continue to “cope, hope, 
grope, dope and shop,” he says.

You can listen again to Professor 
Streeck’s interview on CBC Ideas 
archives from February 9 with Paul 
Kennedy. 

Richard Eichenauer 
Fauquier 
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MELODY 
WEISBRICH 

Melody would be so happy 
to know that she was loved by so 
many of her friends in both New 
Denver and Silverton. Thank you 
so much.

Although there is nothing that 
will ease the shock and pain of 
losing a child, having such great 
friends helps to make the bite less 
painful.

Thank you all for your caring.
Alan, Ritch, Michael & Dad

Provincial election 
on the horizon

The other evening, I was watching 
a video on YouTube when suddenly an 
attack ad against John Horgan interrupted 
the program. It was only 37 seconds long, 
but still – it was little cartoon citizens who 
were being cautioned that John Horgan 
would say anything (to get elected, it was 
implied). One thing the BC Liberals can 
do is get elected, I thought, and certainly 
the $12 million war chest they’ve amassed 
will help pay their Google bill.

It’s unfortunate that getting elected 
is the only talent the Liberals have that 
can be mentioned without the possibility 
of a libel suit; over the past 16 years it 
has seemed like the government versus 
the people to the exclusion of anything 
remotely like governance. Unless you 
want to count the closure of over 100 
sawmills since 2003, which was when 
the government saw fit to remove the 
requirement that logging companies 
taking logs from Crown land needed to 
mill them in that region.

Raw log exports have soared, and 
60% of these logs come from Crown 
land now, the rest from privately held 
timberlands on Vancouver Island. Before 
we wring our hands at the loss of perhaps 
3,500 jobs in the interior, we should 
recognize that this has happened as a 
direct result of government policy, not 
stemming from the vagaries of external 
pressures on BC.

I can’t remember now what the 
government said about that (anything?).

Harvey Armstrong
Johnson’s Landing

Can’t trust the 
guvmint

I never held much truck with the 
guvmint, know what I mean? I’m just a 
lil ole lady, raised my kids, kept my home 
clean. Kept my nose clean, too. I mean, 
you do something wrong, like walk out 
without paying, drive without a seat belt, 
smack a kid for being a pain in the petooty, 
before you know it you got some cop up 
your... ah... beehind and your in deep... 
ah... doodoo.

Now the guvmint, that’s a whole 
dirfent story. I mean, they’re elected, 
leastways the head honchos are. Nobody 
tells them what to do. They make all them 
promises come election time, but if they 
don’t keep them promises no cops with 
sirens and flashing lights is gonna come 
after them. They make all them rules and 
reglations and we gotta follow them or 
else! But if they don’t follow they own 
rules, ain’t nothing can be done about that.

Like, I know this guvmint that made 
all them rules and reglations about 
pertecting wildlife and conservating 
‘eco-systems’ (I guess that’s a fancy 
word for nature). It says so right here 
in the guvmint manual. No, wait, I got 
that wrong. It says Governance Manual. 
But that there Governance ain’t doing 
nothing but mowing it all down. That 
ain’t conservating. You ‘n’ me did that, 
we’d be breaking the law and we’d be 
in deep... ah... doodoo. The guvmint? 
They just thumb their noses at you and 
laugh. They been lying to us, and I got a 

problem with that. Dunno ‘bout you, but 
I don’t like a guvmint that lies to people. 
Can’t trust ‘em.

Betje O. Verdreven 
(aka Eljse de Boer)

Fauquier

All votes can’t win
Justin Trudeau made many promises 

on his way to victory. Some much more 
important than others.

He did promise that there would be 
no more ‘first past the post’ elections. The 
truth is though ‘first past the post’ doesn’t 
describe our current system in any way. 
Our election system isn’t based on speed. 
What we have is a ‘person who gets the 
most votes in a riding gets the seat’ system. 
And I for one am particularly satisfied 
with a system which gives me a local 
representative who lives in my riding and 
knows something about the challenges 
here. I’ve never been fool enough to 
believe that all votes can win. It’s just not 
realistic. The fact that the Green Party has 
a thin veneer of support spread across the 
entire country does not warrant giving 
them a seat in Parliament. I support much 
of what the Greens stand for, but, if they 
want seats in Parliament, they should have 
to win ridings, like everyone else.

The system we have, and have had 
for 150 years, is not perfect, but it has 
served us well and will continue to do 
so in the future, because it is the simplest 
and least corruptible democratic system. 
Changing it would necessarily complicate 
the process and render it much more 
corruptible.

Justin Trudeau also made many other 
promises, like his promise to protect the 
environment, and his promise to respect 
our native people. He is breaking these 
promises too and the negative effects of 
doing so are far and away more damaging 
to Canada, and to Canadians.

I think Elizabeth May and Nathan 
Cullen should concentrate their efforts on 
making Trudeau honour these promises 
and fight for Canadians, instead of fighting 
for their own political advantage, which 
they hoped to gain by manipulating the 
voting system.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Open letter to MP 
Stetski re: Climate 
(In)action

Only a few comments to supplement 
the recent mail-out ‘card.’

In context to Rural BC, it seems that 
the issue of continuing, as is, with the 
present Administration’s path – when it 
comes to ignoring changing landscapes 
of other jurisdictions moving more to 
renewables by policy intent anyway 
– I feel the bigger question is what is 
happening between BC and Ottawa just 
now.

Having read somewhere that in 
context, the Alberta $60 million (to come 
from the carbon tax) may be what came 
of the deals negotiated to bridge toward 
renewables by continuing the tar sands 
extraction for an undisclosed duration, 
this leaves open the exploitation of more 
land base in the short-term. Without 
more precautions and less corporate self-

regulation, it is very unlikely that BC 
Coasters will ever feel comfortable with 
the present situation.

Just noticed in the February 25, 2017 
Economist, an article questioning clean 
energy/ dirty money connections, entitled 
‘Clean energy’s dirty secret’ – more to 
be explored and scrutinized apparently. 
Separate or maybe inter-related is the huge 
question of the carbon trading offsets – 
an initiative or tied in with other United 
Nations agendas. (This is my question, 
not necessarily cited in the article in The 
Economist.) Succinctly, “At its heart, the 
problem is that government-supported 
renewable energy has been imposed on a 
market designed in a different era.”

It is soon to be recognized that water 
is very likely at the root of considerations 
– particularly with the US interests well 
known – when it comes to international 
treaty and trade talks. Please encourage 
the federal liberals to remain vigilant and 
proactive.

As a side comment, there are so many 
strange things happening on this front 
with the quagmire of the Site C dam in 
Northeast BC that one really does wonder 
who is driving this agenda. Lastly, the 
common folk realize that access to the 
Valley between Invermere and the West 
Purcell range (northeast of Argenta) 
by interests known as Jumbo Glacier 
Resort Ltd. just might also be about other 
precious resources.

Sheila Haegedorn
Kaslo

Nakusp toads
The problems with our toads (and our 

other precious resources) rest squarely 
on the provincial government for their 
deforestation practices. They are aided 
and abetted by the locals who jumped 
(excuse the toadish pun) at the opportunity 
to have a community forest to manage and 
profit from.

What those locals chose to ignore 
were the constant and rising deforestation 
protests – the protests that the provincial 
government did not want to be responsible 
for! Now Nakusp feels that loss of trust, 
from those people outside its Village 
boundaries who had no part in the 
decision but lost their trees and toads 
(etc.). Obviously, it’s bad for trust and 
business!

Guess who has the public relations 
problem now? The Village and NACFOR 
want public trust but all they do is follow 
the same old deforestation plans of the 
Province as their solution to extra riches. 
How can they honestly participate in 
tourist promotions when they are busy 
hewing at one of the very resources 
we need to bring outside dollars to our 
whole area?

What trust is due to professional 
foresters who claim to be backed by 
science as their source, and then say they 
“feel” it is OK to log where they want. 
Additionally, after all the harvesting this 
province has done, how can they claim 
that the only way they’ll learn how to 
protect a value is by destroying what is 
left at hand? That says to me that their 
past science has always been poorly done, 
with inadequate scope and with bias, 
and deliberately lacking in the holistic 
knowledge of forest benefits. Are we using 
science or emotion to make decisions? 
Questions don’t build trust. Neither does 
appropriating the values of neighbours to 
your gain!

It’s a certainty that the professional 
foresters will not provide any leadership 

for alternative plans, because their training 
is simply in harvesting wood, and that’s all 
they’re allowed do in their jobs. They can 
be trusted to do that, but it only pleases the 
Village and the Province.

Trust could be built if the Village 
would routinely and publically challenge 
the tenants and the AAC of the original 
community forest agreement with the 
provincial government. It seems the 
provincial people need help to conceive 
better ways to use the forests.

It’s 50 years past time for a major 
rethink of the long-term value of 
our resources with all stakeholders 
participating (local stewards included). 
Our food and tourism values and 
the future ability to rely on them are 
being hammered by logging and the 
accompanying government short-term 
political goals. A rethinking may keep us 
alive (trees and blue-listed toads included). 
The world is already watching our toads!

Wouldn’t it be better for the Village 
to work with the provincial government 
and take advantage of “Toadfest?” Some 
foreign doctors (Japan is an example) 
make prescriptions for their patients to 
spend time in quiet, natural areas. The 
international tourist market for what our 
forests offer is potentially staggering, 
and we are completely missing the 
(promotional) boat, provincially and 
locally.

I saw recently that some adjustments 
could be made to the Annual Allowable 
Cut (AAC) when “toad” cases are made 
(here, “toad” meaning a valuable forest 
resource). In any case, with an eye to the 
future, the forest’s values must include the 
knowledge of sensitive local stewards of 
the land and neighbouring communities 
(NOT just the profiting Village), in order 
to reap the best long-term benefits. The 
Village will have to fight to defend against 
the AAC cutting requirements year in and 
year out, but if they do they could earn 
some trust!

They could also gain more than 
enough tourist dollars to offset the 
decreased forestry revenue. Each such 
effort could be a great opportunity for 
international publicity. The tourist’s 
first-hand observance and “hands on” 
experience of our remaining natural 
resources will build a much longer and 
stronger economic future. Let’s quit 
killing the goose (forest) that laid the 
golden toads!

The (toad) ball is in Nakusp’s court! 
Can they handle it and win?

Eric Faulks
Hills

To the Editor:
A week ago I heard on Quirks & 

Quarks on CBC about an idea to build 
wind-driven pumps on the Arctic Ocean 
to refreeze the ice on the surface.

A short time later I saw on YouTube: 
‘Scientists Crazy Plan to Refreeze Arctic.’

The plan would be to “refreeze” 
the Arctic by installing some 10 million 
wind-powered pumps over the ice cap 
to spray sea water over the surface and 
replenish the sea ice. This number of 
pumps would be an initial plan to cover 
10% of the Arctic ice cap for a start. Each 
winter in -40° C temperatures, three feet 
of ice could be added, which they say will 
postpone the loss of the ice cap by about 
17 years for every year they do this. To 
cover the whole Arctic will require 100 
million windmills.  

Each wind turbine used to power 
the pump will need to be roughly 19 feet 
across and use roughly 22,000 pounds 
of steel. This includes the float as well. I 
don’t hear them say how they expect to 
keep them all afloat considering the rough 
climate there where ships have been 
known to be damaged and sunk.

So to build 10 million windmills will 
require 110 million tons of steel. One 
year’s production of steel for the USA is 
about 80 million tons. The estimated cost 
is US$500 billion. This will need to be a 
world effort. 

So to go on, for 100 million 
windmills, the cost will be US$5 trillion.  

If you Google the cost of WWII 
for the USA, Germany, Soviet Union, 
Britain, Italy, and Japan, the total in 
today’s money was about $12 trillion. 
This was not including the collateral 
damage. Starting that war was the boost 

that got us out of the Great Depression. 
If we could make a worldwide effort to 
reverse our climate problem with the 
fervor we fight wars, it seems that we 
can afford it.

But, before all this, what about the 
CO2 produced in the making of all this 
steel? The estimate is an average of two 
tons of CO2 for one ton of steel. So this 
project for 100 million windmills made 
from 1.1 billion tons of steel will produce 
2.2 billion tons of CO2.

What the world needs to be doing is 
a careful cost benefit analysis of all this 
and first think about generation IV nuclear 
reactors that will manufacture steel with 
electric furnace energy instead of coke 
fired blast furnaces. Also, these reactors 
could capture CO2 from the air or oceans 
and make it into fuels instead of mining 
fossil fuels. They should be making pure 
carbon out of CO2 instead of trying to 
deposit the CO2 deep in the earth. All 
these projects will be a more effective 
direction than just the windmills.

So, is all this going to happen?  I 
think Thomas Malthus still looms over 
us more than ever.

Frank Nixon
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by Jan McMurray
A huge crowd of about 

70 people attended a meeting 
hosted by the RCMP at the 
Edgewood School on February 
22, in the aftermath of the 
arrest of Alejandro Calderon. 
Calderon, a Needles resident 
for over two years, allegedly 
caused several problems in 
the community, culminating 
in his arrest after he allegedly 
showed up at a party at his 
neighbour’s in late January 
with a running chainsaw and 
a machete.

Constable Lee Bellamy, 
acting corporal for the Nakusp 
detachment, led the meeting, 
with Constables Kerry Pisio 
and Taylor Sippel on hand. 
They came not just because of 
the chainsaw incident, but also 
because of the ensuing fallout 
in the community.

Since Calderon was 
arrested and jailed, there 
have been “about five more 
problems in the community,” 
said Bellamy. “We want to 
stop those. That same person 
[Calderon] has divided the 
community. That individual is 
out of your town so you should 
be able to breathe a sigh of 
relief. The community needs 
to heal, and putting stuff on 
Facebook just needs to end. 
When things get twisted and 
turned through social media, 
we have another problem. 
We came down here to try to 
dispel a lot of misbeliefs. We 
need to heal from one major 
incident. How do we move 
forward?”

Bellamy said the safety 
of  the community,  and 
particularly the children, is 
the RCMP’s number one 
concern. The police have 
been in contact with School 
District 10 Superintendent 
Terry Taylor and the principal 

of Edgewood School, and 
Constable Pisio recently did 
a practice lockdown with the 
students at the school.

Bellamy provided some 
information about Calderon’s 
court process, and then 
answered questions from 
residents about the community 
petition, why the situation was 
allowed to escalate, and why it 
takes so long for the RCMP to 
show up in Edgewood.

Bellamy told the crowd 
that Alejandro Calderon has 
been arrested and is in jail. 
At his next court hearing, 
scheduled for March 7, 
Calderon would have to do 
one of three things: ask for 
a trial, ask to be released, 
or plead guilty. “I talked to 
Crown Counsel and they don’t 
see release coming March 7. 
In the event he is released, 
we’re asking for a pile of 
conditions, and one would 
be that he not return to this 
community. It’s up to a judge,” 
said Bellamy.

In response to a question 
from a resident about where to 
submit the community petition 
demanding that Calderon 
not be allowed back to the 
Edgewood area, he advised the 
community to drop it off with 
Crown Counsel. “I don’t know 
if the judge will give it much 
weight, but judges look at the 
safety of the community,” said 
Bellamy. He explained that if 
the judge places this condition 
and Calderon returns to the 
community, all the RCMP can 
do is arrest him for breach of 
the condition.

People wanted to know 
why it took so many months 
to get Calderon arrested. “We 
called you and he was not 
dealt with, so his behaviour 
kept escalating and he was 
attacking more of us and 

saying he could get away with 
it,” one woman said. “He has 
a record. He’s a known perp.”

B e l l a m y  r e p l i e d 
that Nakusp RCMP was 
forwarding charges to Crown 
Counsel all along. “Sometimes 
the charges were approved and 
sometimes they weren’t.” 

Another issue is that if 
people are not willing to report 
incidents to the police, the 
police can’t do anything about 
it. “I can’t file charges unless 
the victim comes forward,” 
he said.

Now tha t  Ca lde ron 
is incarcerated, people are 
coming to the police with 
more information. “People 
feel safer with him locked up, 
so they’re coming forward 
with incidents we didn’t know 
about, so that’s helped,” said 
Bellamy. Since his arrest, 
Crown Counsel has approved 
one more charge against him, 
and Bellamy said there might 
be one other.

Bellamy also said that 
although Calderon has a 
criminal record, “you cannot 

convict someone on previous 
charges.” He said that he has 
forwarded all Calderon’s files 
from 2006 to the judge.

Bellamy also commented 
on Calderon’s attitude that the 
police wouldn’t or couldn’t 
do anything to stop him. “My 
personal belief was that he was 
trying to push buttons and he 
was enjoying it.”

Although Edgewood is 
an hour away from Nakusp, 
one resident complained that 
it sometimes takes three days 
for the RCMP to respond to a 
complaint. Bellamy explained 
that the response time depends 
on the severity of the incident. 
“If it’s serious, we’ll be here,” 
he said, “but it it’s something 
minor, yes, it might take us 
three days.”

The night of Calderon’s 
arrest was “an anomaly,” 
Bellamy said. At the time, 
officers were dealing with 
another incident north of 
Nakusp, so Nelson and Slocan 
Lake officers were called in 
to help. “After we got the 
first call [from Needles], we 

knew the community was safe. 
The issue was over. So we 
grouped in Nakusp to make a 
plan to get the problem out of 
your community as fast as we 
could,” he said. The incident 
occurred Saturday night, and 
by Sunday night, Calderon 
was in Nelson waiting to go 
to court.

In any case, RCMP officers 
and residents acknowledged 
that one hour is a long time to 
wait for the police in serious 
situations. One resident said 
the community has major 
concerns about the elderly, so 
there have been discussions 
about Neighbourhood Watch 
and setting up a phone tree.

Bellamy commended 
these ideas. “If you can stick 
together as a community, 
that’s going to go a lot further 
than waiting an hour for us. In 
Prince George, my safety plan 
was to have a neighbour on 
speed dial. We’re not saying 
take the law into your own 
hands, but you need to feel 
safe in your own community.”

Bellamy said the Criminal 

RCMP holds meeting in Edgewood in chainsaw incident aftermath
Code says you can use enough 
force as necessary to protect 
your person, but “what you 
deem enough force and what 
the judge deems enough force 
could be different. It’s a very 
grey area.”

This is when one resident 
stood up to ask if three to 
six people beating up on one 
man would be considered too 
much force. She was referring 
to the night of the chainsaw  
incident, when a group of 
men used force to subdue 
Calderon. Although she said 
she was not standing up for 
Calderon, the crowd at the 
meeting heckled her and many 
walked out.

Bellamy reported that 
Constable Sippel is actively 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  f i r e 
that destroyed Calderon’s 
residence shortly after he 
was arrested. He encouraged 
anyone with information to 
call the Nakusp RCMP or 
CrimeStoppers. Calderon’s 
mother was also living in 
Needles, and lost everything 
she owns in the fire.

submitted
Paul and Petra Allen, 

performing as Allensong, 
are in concert at the Nakusp 
Legion Hall, March 18 at 
7:30 pm. Doors open at 7 pm; 
admission is $15.

Paul Allen has been 
playing music since 1964. 
Born in Nova Scotia, he was 
active in the Maritime music 
scene for 10 years.

“I started playing in 
church as a kid. All the 
neighbourhood kids would 
gather round our porch while 
my brother and I played the 
’60s hits like Bob Dylan, 
Gordon Lightfoot, Mamas 
and Papas… stuff like that.”

In 1981,  he moved 
to Calgary. “I played an 
outdoor festival the first day 
there! I ended up meeting 
and performing with a lot 
of different musicians and 
artists for the first five years, 
including the as yet unknown 
Jann Arden.”

Allen went on to be a 
founding member of funk/ ska/ 
reggae /rock band ‘Activate,’ 
which performed with reggae 
legends ‘Messenjah’ and 
other notable artists like Spirit 
of the West, Kenny Shields 
and StreetHeart.

In 1990 Allen formed 
his own group ‘Viewer 
Discretion’ as a vehicle 
for his song writing. He 
became a SOCAN registered 
songwriter and received 
industry recognition for his 
skills. Viewer Discretion 
performed on stage, radio and 
TV and appeared with such 
artists as Grapes of Wrath and 
Sarah McLachlin.

After so many years of 
trying to interest record labels 
and publishers in his music, 
and chasing the elusive dream 
of fame and fortune, Paul 
became a business owner. 

“The business side of 
music is brutal, especially in 
Canada. I was so disillusioned 
with that side of music, I 
was fed up and quit playing. 
I figured I was getting too 
old to chase fame so I better 
concentrate on the fortune 
part. After playing constantly 
for 30 years, I didn’t touch my 

guitar for 14 years.”
In 2014 he picked up the 

guitar again. “My nephews 
were learning guitar and 
I had five guitars kicking 
around doing nothing, and 
enough time had elapsed to 
make music seem fresh to 
me again.”

Pau l  r ek ind led  h i s 
passion for song writing and 
performing and has formed 
the acoustic duo ‘Allensong’ 
with his wife Petra. They 
recently released their first 
CD My True Love on Caribou 

Canadian music veteran to perform in Nakusp
Point Records. In addition 
to performing their original 
music in concert, Allensong 
perform unique versions of 
’60s and ’70s songs. 

“Our goal is to deliver 
a professional, high fidelity 
l istening experience at 
our concerts and create an 
atmosphere in which we can 
touch people emotionally and 
leave them soulfully satisfied. 
We’re not a dance band but 
we’ll still move you.”

Find out more at: www.
allensong.ca.

Allensong performs at the Nakusp Legion Hall, March 18.

submitted
Mount Sentinel, Nakusp 

and Edgewood students were 
recently visited by The Jellyfish 
Project (JFP), an initiative 
that uses live music to engage 
youth and provide education 
on ocean sustainability, climate 
change and environmental 
stewardship.

The JFP is made up of 
a coalition of musicians 
and environmentalists from 
Vancouver Island and the Lower 

The Jellyfish Project visits area schools
Mainland who are passionate 
about engaging youth in the 
environmental conversation 
and empowering them to be 
part of the solution to saving 
the planet, before it’s too late.

Victoria indie folk trio 
‘Carmanah,’ named after the 
Carmanah Walbran Provincial 
Park on Vancouver Island, 
performed a short set before 
presenting the students with 
a  ser ies  of  eye-opening 
environmental facts, followed 

by numerous suggestions as to 
how students can do their part 
to protect the planet, including 
reducing plastic consumption, 
eating sustainable seafood and 
getting green jobs.

Carmanah will be on tour 
with The Jellyfish Project 
across BC throughout March. 
The JFP has reached more than 
60,000 young people Canada-
wide since 2013. For more 
information check out www.
thejellyfishproject.org.
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“Mel” as she was affectionately known by friends and family was a 
loveable force of nature. She expressed her love to her friends and 
family unabashedly and unconditionally. She was a sensitive soul 
who loved to give of herself in so many ways.

Born in Trail and spending her early years in Silverton, she felt very 
connected to the Slocan Valley and could never be away from it for 
long. She worked and played in the valley most of her life.

Going to the beach, visiting friends, working and golfing at the Slocan 
Lake Golf Course, creating wonderful meals alongside her Mom at 
Jack Harvey’s Restaurant in Silverton–all of these are recent snapshots 
of Melody. There are so many more.

Melody started her schooling in Silverton; her Grade One teacher 
was in fact her grandmother, Lois Lind. As the family moved from 
place to place around the province, Melody made many friends in 
Nakusp, Kitimat, Golden, Nelson and Castlegar.

Melody was trained in both early childhood education, and as a chef, 
and utilized both of these skills throughout her working career: she 
was employed as a cook, chef, special needs worker, entrepreneur, 
property management tenant specialist and administrator during her 
working life.

Melody is predeceased by her mother, Rita Morrison, and by her 
husband, Karl Weisbrich. Grieving the loss of Mel are her father Barry 
Morrison, brothers Michael Morrison (Colleen) and Ritchie Morrison 
(Ann), her uncle Alan Lind, and nephews Kirk and Quinn Morrison.

Melody had a special connection with animals including her two dear 
cats JJ and Wally. In lieu of flowers and as an expression of sympathy, 
donations to your local branch of the SPCA in Melody’s name are 
greatly appreciated.

A celebration of Melody’s life will be held at Silverton Memorial 
Hall on Saturday, May 20th, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Friends are welcome to post their remembrances of Melody at www.
thompsonfs.ca/obituaries/

Melody 
Weisbrich  

December 12, 1956 – 
February 14, 2017

Melody Weisbrich (nee Morrison) 
unexpectedly passed away on 
February 14, 2017 in Silverton BC.

The AREA ‘H’ NORTH TV SOCIETY 
will be holding their Annual General Meeting 

at 7:00 PM, Thursday, March 23, 2017 
at the Hidden Garden Gallery, 

803 Kildare Street, New Denver.

by Katrine Campbell
• This area will be affected by 

several scheduled power outages, 
starting in April. Mayor Ann Bunka has 
been in touch with BC Hydro, which 
says the outages will be in 8- to 12-hour 
blocks with multiple crews brought in to 
do the necessary restoration and repair 
work. Hydro has asked the mayor to 
suggest appropriate times and days 
for the outages to have the least effect 
on businesses and homes. She said the 
company “has been really good about 
accommodating us,” and called the 
upgrading “good news, but it might be 
painful getting there.”

•  Luce  Paquin  of  Vala rd 
Environmental was hired to determine 
if freshwater mussels are present at the 
New Denver Marina. This is all part of 
the ongoing bureaucratic process the 
Village and the Slocan Lake Boating 
Association must go through to get 
permission to dredge the entrance, which 
has silted up to the point that a person 
can easily step over from one side to 
the other. 

The application was submitted in 
May 2016; the Province said it had to 
be referred to First Nations for review, 

at a cost to the Village of $525. The 
First Nations consultation resulted in 
the possibility of freshwater mussels in 
or near the site, triggering the study at a 
cost of $1,040 to the Village. 

Also, CAO Bruce Woodbury noted 
the original SLBA plan to use a vacuum 
truck to clear the silt and debris won’t 
work as the equipment can’t pump that 
high, so the plans have been changed to 
use an excavator. This means that the 
road on the north bank of the marina 
must be extended to accommodate the 
machinery. (Councillor Henning von 
Krogh noted that an old-timer told him 
at one time they took the Iris G tugboat 
into the marina, solidly anchored it, and 
used the wash from its engines to blow 
out the silt in the channel.)

• Council directed staff to explore 
options for collaboration with the 
Kyowakai Society regarding the Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre. The 
74-year-old society says its membership 
is dwindling as elders pass away and 
those left are unable to continue running 
a registered charity and society. The 
members want to continue as cultural 
advisors, with the Village having full 
responsibility for the NIMC. The society 

has about $10,000 in funds, which it 
wants to spend on an historical booklet 
about internment in the New Denver 
area. 

Staff will apply for a grant from the 
provincial government Francophone 
Affairs Program to offset the cost of 
providing a French brochure at the 
NIMC and a booklet with a French 
translation of the signage, which is in 
English and Japanese. The Village will 
provide an in-kind contribution of $760. 

• Council approved providing 
support in principle for an historic 
signage project by the Silvery Slocan 
Historical Society. This would entail 
placing small signs, depicting historic 
photos and written explanations, on 
buildings or public land around the 
village. The society wants to place 
28 signs, each about 6” by 13” (15 
cm x 32.5 cm). Property owners have 
been very positive, the society says, 
and it asks permission to put signs on 
Village-owned buildings including the 
office, Knox Hall, Bosun Hall and the 
Silvery Slocan Museum. There would 
also be larger signs along the Mori 
Trail for three now-vanished hotels 
and the wharf. Although signs in the 

downtown area fall under development 
permit guidelines, which means property 
owners would have to pay a $100 
application fee, council could choose to 
provide grants-in-aid to cover the fees. 

The SSHS will apply for a heritage 
grant to pay for the project.

• Council adopted an amended 
campground policy, after consultation 
with the attendants. The number of 
reservable sites was increased, advance 
payments are no longer required, 
and friends can share sites when the 
campground is busy.

• Bunka and CAO Bruce Woodbury 
were appointed as Village reps to the 
Rural Dividend Steering Committee, 
with Raynolds and Corporate Officer 
Catherine Allaway as alternates.

• Mayor Bunka reported that the 

New Denver council, February 27: Expect major power outages next month
RDCK board approved hiring a Wildfire 
Mitigation Technician to coordinate and 
oversee the Fuel Management and the 
FireSmart Program in the district. This is 
currently being done by the Emergency 
Program Coordinator in Nelson; her 
emergency plan work is suffering as 
a result. The position will cost about 
$87,000 a year; the cost will be shared 
by all seven subregional emergency 
program services. Staff have discovered 
an ongoing deficit in the Emergency 
Program service, and requisitions are 
jumping drastically – New Denver’s is 
rising from $2,400 to $7,500. Bunka said 
she expressed her concern and council 
will discuss this during future meetings.

The RDCK’s overall draft budget 
increases the Village’s requisition by 
$6,260 over 2016’s $73,351.

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Valley will have an 

economic development strategy by the 
end of April.

Consultants Dale Wheeldon and 
Colleen Bond were in the valley the week 
of February 20 to gather public input for 
the strategy. They conducted three public 
meetings (in Silverton, Passmore and 
Slocan) and met with a wide range of 
stakeholders, including representatives 
from arts and culture, youth, business 
(including home-based and farmers), 
Chamber of Commerce, the Economic 
Development Commission, local 
investment and funding organizations, 
Slocan Valley Senior’s Housing Society, 
Community Futures, WorkBC, Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes Community Services, 
WE Graham Community Services, 
environmental stewardship groups, 
heritage groups, trails groups, etc. 
They also met with the project steering 
committee, which is made up of senior 
staff and one elected official from each 
local government in the valley (Villages 
of New Denver, Silverton, Slocan and 
Area H). An online survey was available 
for residents to complete, as well.

All of the input gathered at these 
meetings, the survey results, and 
the consultants’ review of previous 
economic development studies in 
the valley will inform the economic 
development strategy. Wheeldon said 
the strategy will cover the entire valley 
but may include some community-
specific recommendations. He also 
said that the strategy will contain only 
achievable, realistic goals.

Who will be responsible for 
the implementation of the strategy? 
Wheeldon and Bond wi l l  be 
recommending an organizational 
structure toward the end of March to 
help answer this question. The four 
organizational models they presented 
were an economic development 
department of a local government, an 
economic development committee, an 
economic development corporation 

(often owned by the local government), 
or a service contract between the local 
governments and an organization 
such as a Chamber of Commerce or 
Community Futures.

At the public meetings, Wheeldon 
gave a presentation that included a short 
video about the town of Warner, Alberta, 
where they started a hockey school 
to recruit youth and save their public 
school. “I like to play that video because 
economic development doesn’t have to 
be the big things,” Wheeldon said in 
Silverton. “Look at your community 
assets and see how your community can 
be sustainable.”

Economic development doesn’t 
have a set definition, Wheeldon said. 
“It has to be defined by the community, 
and every community is unique in how 
they define it.”

However economic development 
is defined, Wheeldon said some of 
the results of healthy economies are 
an increased tax base, improved local 
infrastructure, job creation, business 
retention and expansion, diversification, 
self sufficiency, productive use of 
property, and a better quality of life.

Wheeldon also provided a list of 
the top trends in economic development 
today. The first one was economic 
development marketing. “You need a 
good website,” he said. “You need to 
tell your community story, and a website 
does that.” He added that the Imagine 
Kootenay website is the best one he has 
ever seen.

The second top trend was business 
retention and expansion (BR&E). 
“You have to keep what you have. You 
have to work with your businesses and 
keep them here.” Wheeldon described 
BR&E as “the number one priority 
for economic development in North 
America.”

Other trends included focusing on 
smaller wins, sector development (i.e. 
heritage, tourism), a resident attraction 
program, communications (so that 
everyone is working together and 

your needs are being communicated), 
entrepreneurship (keeping youth in the 
community), regional partnerships, and 
tourism (particularly as a way to attract 
new residents).

People in attendance at the meetings 
were invited to write down their answers 
to questions at three stations around 
the room, and to show support for 
other people’s answers with stickers. 
Questions were about the strengths and 
challenges of the region, potential new 
opportunities, quality of life, enhancing 
opportunities for agriculture and tourism, 
and ways to support existing businesses 
and new entrepreneurs.

The Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Strategy planning phase 
is being funded by the provincial 
Rural Dividend program. At the 
Silverton meeting, Richard Toperczer 
of the Ministry of Jobs, Tourism, Skills 
Training and Responsible for Labour 
explained that he started the discussion 
about economic development with 
Slocan Valley local governments about a 
year ago. The local governments agreed 
to work together on a strategy, and to 
apply to the Rural Dividend program 
to hire a consultant and a ‘community 
liaison,’ a local person to assist in the 
process. Rebecca Sargeant and Jessica 
Rayner of New Denver are sharing the 
part-time community liaison position. 
Dale Wheeldon and Colleen Bond of 
Economic Development Community 
Development Consulting were hired to 
lead the process.

Slocan Valley Economic Development Strategy process well underway
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by Jan McMurray
• Council decided to hire CTQ 

Consultants for the Kaslo Municipal 
Lands Investment Attraction Project at 
a cost of $78,000. The outcome of the 
project is a plan to leverage underutilized 
Village-owned land for increased 
community economic development 
and a better property tax assessment 
base. The plan is to be completed 
and ready to launch by September 
2017. The project will include public 
engagement. Some of the elements of 
the project are: a thorough evaluation 
of municipal lands that are optimal for 

Kaslo council, February 28: Municipal Lands Investment Attraction Project awarded
development; the identification of any 
projects that would facilitate divestment 
of land in the interests of community 
economic development (i.e. subdivision 
and servicing of particular parcels for 
industrial, commercial or residential 
development); the identification of 
possible land partnerships with the 
private sector, CBT, or First Nations 
that could yield community economic 
development; and the identification of 
policy, regulation and bylaw changes that 
could facilitate economic development 
around municipal lands.

The project is being funded through 
a Rural Dividend grant and RDCK 

Community Development Funds.
• The project to replace the 

decorative lights in the downtown core 
will be implemented over two years. 
This year, Pace Electric will install 13 
replacement LED streetlight poles and 
fixtures, and the Village will purchase 
two replacement LUMEC fixtures and 
poles for inventory. The other half of 
the project will be put out to tender in 
2018. The total project cost is estimated 
to be in the range of $110,000-$115,000. 
Community Works funds will be used to 
fund half the project.

• Stage 2 of the Liquid Waste 
Management Plan was adopted 

and submitted to the Ministry of 
Environment for approval. Stage 3, 
the final stage before implementation, 
will include further public consultation 
and will result in an implementation 
schedule and guiding principles for 
financing the implementation. Stage 2 
recommends extending sewer service to 
Lower Kaslo and improving the existing 
wastewater treatment plant in the short 
term. In the long term, it recommends 
doubling the capacity of the treatment 
plant and extending service to Upper 
Kaslo.

• The Village of Kaslo Remuneration 
Bylaw was adopted, setting the 

annual remuneration for the mayor 
at $10,858.44 and for councillors at 
$5,705.40.

• Council agreed to deny applicants 
for 2017 municipal grants whose 
packages do not fulfill program criteria, 
and to distribute $4,500 across the 
remaining applications on a percentage 
distribution basis. The municipal grant 
application form will be reviewed at a 
future Committee of the Whole Finance 
meeting to make the reporting and 
package requirements clearer.

• The Village will apply to the CBT 
Community Initiatives program for 
125th anniversary funding.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Mountain Biking Club 

is hosting a new event this summer 
that will replace the Sufferfest events 
in Kaslo. The new event is called 
iDIDaRide Run, and will take place 
August 12 this year.

The event offers a 41-km mountain 
bike race, a 20-km bike or run, and an 
8.5-km bike or run. It is named after the 
epic dog sled race in Alaska, the Iditarod.

“We’re anticipating this to be an 
annual event, on the weekend closest 
to the Village of Kaslo’s birthday on 
August 14,” said Karma Halleran, one 
of the organizers.

Halleran explained that the three 
Kaslo residents who had been involved 
with Sufferfest from the beginning held 
a meeting last fall to offer others the 
opportunity of organizing the event. “It 
became apparent that nobody wanted to 
take on this massive project – Sufferfest 
has become huge,” Halleran said. “But 
I didn’t want all their efforts to go to 
waste, so I promised to make sure there 
was a mountain bike race in Kaslo in 
2017.” She proceeded to get the Kaslo 
Mountain Biking Club on board, and 
there are six people on the organizing 
committee.

Janis Neufeld, founder of Sufferfest, 
says she is very happy to see something 
continue in Kaslo. “I’m excited to see 
that a Kaslo event will continue in the 
shape and form they are happy and 

Kaslo hosts iDIDaRide Run to replace Sufferfest
comfortable with,” she said. “They need 
to feel ownership, and they’ve done 
it with their own name and their own 
flavour. Sufferest is still available to help 
if they want.”

Halleran says there are many reasons 
the Kaslo group chose a new name, a 
new date, and new race distances for 
iDIDaRide. During the first few years 
when the event was Kaslo Sufferfest, 
Halleran says there were a lot of local 
participants, “mostly because of all the 
great work Janis and Shon had done 
encouraging and inspiring local riders 
and runners.” However, since the event 

became Kootenay Sufferfest three years 
ago, the mid-length races were moved to 
other communities. “We wanted to offer 
our locals the races they wanted in our 
own town,” she said.

However, the iDIDaRide event is 
“definitely for locals, tourist athletes and 
the madly competitive alike,” she says. 
“We want to continue the momentum of 
attracting tourist riders and runners that 
was started by Janis and Shon when they 
introduced Kaslo’s beautiful trail system 
to BC, Alberta and our neighbouring 
states.” 

Halleran says they chose the August 

date because they feel it’s a convenient 
time for athletes and their families to 
participate, and they didn’t find any other 
mountain bike events in the Kootenays 
on the same date. “It will be warm, so 
people can swim down at the logger 
sports after their race ends. They can stay 
in Kaslo and make a weekend of it,” she 
said. “We also have a vision for Kaslo’s 
birthday weekend that is actually much 
bigger than a day of running and bike 
races, and we expect that it will grow 
over the years.”

For more information, check 
iDIDaRide.ca

submitted
Originally formed almost 20 years 

ago, the Kaslo Housing Society is 
approaching its AGM with renewed 
enthusiasm for projects that will address 
the area’s needs for affordable rental 
housing. Mark your calendar for March 
13, 7 pm. The AGM will be held at the 
Kaslo Seniors Hall.

Since last spring, the society’s 
small board of directors has been busy 
with fundraising projects and seeking 
partners to help with its main objective 
for the year, purchasing the Mobile 
Home Park in lower Kaslo. Though the 
board has a bright and energetic group of 
directors, financial and other roadblocks 
meant they were unable to establish a 
workable business plan for that purchase 
and are now back to square one.

There are several other options that 
the board can now turn its attention 

Kaslo Housing Society welcomes community input at AGM
to, and would like to consult the 
membership on this. It takes a lot of 
community energy and will to get a new 
housing complex off the ground, but 
that may not be the only route towards 
achieving enough stable and affordable 
rental housing. At the upcoming AGM, 
the board would like to offer members 
and the public the chance to give their 
input into three or more options.

First, the board has re-visited an 
action plan from six years ago, hoping to 
redesign the scope and size of a housing 
project that would be constructed on 
Village land near the Kaslo River. 
Another idea is to look at partnering 
with other local organizations – maybe 
a mixed-use residential and office 
space would be the solution for mutual 
requirements. The third idea is to provide 
services that would help enhance or 
maintain existing affordable rental 

situations. And fourth, there are likely 
ideas the KHS board has not thought of – 
your ideas on how to increase the supply 
of affordable housing will be welcome.

People who would like to join the 
board are welcome to contact us. The 
nomination process is pretty simple. 
If you’d like to be on the board, you’d 
need another member to nominate you 
at the AGM and a seconder to confirm. 
Membership is only $5 per year and you 
can get a membership at the door at the 
AGM. Refreshments will be served.

Working towards a sustainable 
community by supporting affordable 
housing is the society’s main objective. 
This could look many different ways at 
this juncture. Please attend this meeting 
so your thoughts can be included as the 
society moves forward.

For more information, visit 
kaslohousingsociety.org.

submitted
Spring is coming… and what 

better way to celebrate than with a big, 
bright, bold and beautiful John Cooper 
exhibition?

For all those who know and 
love John Cooper and his artwork, 
the exhibition will be an excellent 
opportunity to celebrate this 

Langham presents a John Cooper exhibition
quintessential Kootenay artist. All the 
usual suspects will be in attendance: 
Marilyn Munro and the Blue Boy, 
Walter William, Cezanne, Simpson, 
Monet and of course ‘God Creatin’ the 
Kootenays.’

The exhibit runs from March 10 
to April 30. The opening event will be 
March 10 from 7 to 9 pm. 

Miriam Needoba (SmallTownFilms) 
is working to complete her John Cooper 
short film, which will be screened during 
the exhibition at some point (date to be 
determined), an added bit of icing to the 
cake of this exhibition.

Come out and support a big part of 
what makes this community great; artists 
help us see who we are.

submitted
Pianist Andrew J. Yang will 

be heard in recital at St. Andrew’s 
United Church on Friday, March 
10 at 7 pm. His program includes 
music by Bach, Beethoven, Ravel, 
and Brahms as well as contemporary 
composers Sofia Gubaidulina, and 
Myung Hwang Park.

Winner of several international 
competitions, Yang has a remarkable 
t a l en t .  His  inna te  mus ica l 
understanding combined with a fine 

Kaslo Concert Society presents Andrew J. Yang
technical facility gives him an ability 
to grasp the essence of each piece.

Yang can be described as a 
Renaissance Man, having graduated 
with a double major in Economics 
as well as Music Performance. He 
is also a classically trained violinist, 
composer, singer, guitarist, and 
producer. Other interests include 
food, literature, mountains, and 
solitary mornings on beaches. 
Sounds like a perfect match for 
Kaslo!

Andrew Yang replaces Alexei 
Tartakofsky who has had to 
reschedule until March 2018 as the 
result of an automobile accident in 
November.

Advance tickets at $22 are 
available at Figments in Kaslo, or at 
the door on the night of the concert. 
School-aged children are admitted 
free when accompanied by an adult 
patron. For further information 
contact kcs@kaslo.org or 250-353-
7600.
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submitted
February 2017 marks Emery 

Herbals’ fifth year of business in 
Winlaw. Six years ago Colleen 
Emery, along with her husband 
and daughter, moved from inner 
city Alberta to live in an off-grid 
yurt with outdoor plumbing and 
minimal electricity. Having run a 
thriving home business in the city 
for more than a decade, Colleen 
made the decision to rent a small 
space in the Cedar Creek Gardens 
and move Emery Herbals there, 
starting what has now expanded 
into ‘Emery Herbals Botanical 
Dispensary, Healing Suites and 

Teaching Centre.’ Emery Herbals 
provides open access to consciously 
sourced botanicals, professional 
health services and empowering 
education experiences that encourage 
and cultivate sustained wellness.

The botanical  dispensary 
is stocked emphasizing local, 
sustainably harvested and/ or 
organically grown herbs. Colleen 
provides professional compounding 
services for local and distant 
practitioners as well as custom 
blending for customers and clients. 
The tinctures are created in-house 
using organic cane alcohol and local, 
purified, spring water. Tea blends are 

prepared in small batches, ensuring 
quality and freshness. 

Emery Herbals curates a line 
of ethical sourced essential oils 
to which Colleen has formulated 
a line of essential oil blends. The 
shelf-ready line is available both on 
the website and in-house for clients 
and customers. The store also has 
a lovely offering of local artisanal 
consignments, honey, books and 
more. 

The healing suites offer the 
professional health services of 
a variety of providers including 
Colleen, the Master Herbalist and 
Clinical Aromatherapist; Brendan 

Murray Nellis R.Ac of Raven 
Acupuncture; Larry Zaleski, DC and 
Sue Mistretta, MA, CCC of Hand and 
Soul Wellness; and Jessie Speirs, ND 
of Kootenay Naturopathic. 

The teaching centre has a diverse 
offering of engaging educational 
experiences that are focused on 
empowering individuals and families 
to foster connection to the natural 
world through experiential learning 
opportunities. The programming 
includes the Weekly Children’s 
Herb Club, The Nine Month Holistic 
Herbalism program intensive, The 
Art of Aromatherapy Essential Oil 
intensive, a three-tiered Apprentice 
program, and several workshop 
offerings such as fermenting, 
medic ine  making,  radia t ion 
protection and more. The Junior 
Apprentice Program, geared towards 
teens and peer mentoring, will launch 
in the fall.

Emery Herbals also offers the 
unique Community Supported 
Wellness program. The CSW is a way 
to purchase your wellness support in 
one bulk payment, yielding medicine, 

learning and health and wellness 
guidance through a four-season 
approach. 

Emery Herbals  serves as 
the office of the West Kootenay 
Permaculture Cooperative where 
you can purchase a membership in 
the co-op, sign up for workshops and 
get information about their programs 
and projects. 

Colleen says the community and 
regional support extended to Emery 
Herbals over the past five years 
is gratefully received. “We thank 
each and everyone of you who has 
supported us over these years; our 
success can be attributed to your 
support.” 

Drop by and wish them a happy 
anniversary – mention this article 
and get 10% off your botanical 
dispensary purchases for the month 
of March.

The botanical dispensary is open 
Tuesday through Friday 8:30 am to 
5:30 pm, by appointment on Mondays. 
The healings suites and teaching 
centre offerings can be viewed on the 
website at emeryherbals.com 

Emery Herbals celebrates five years of business in Winlaw

submitted
On Saturday, March 11, the 

Vallican Whole Community Centre 
will host an exciting musical event, 
Breakwater (plus one!) debuting their 
brand-new CD, New Ground. This 
event is part of the Whole’s ‘Up Close 
and Intimate’ 2017 season, and the 
quartet is the series’ star presentation. 
The band’s lively mixture of classical, 
Celtic, roots, folk and jazz has gained 
them a loyal following of music-
lovers, many of whom experienced 
them at sold-out gigs in Nelson and at 
the Kaslo JazzFest. 

The group’s first CD is a powerful 
collection that will undoubtedly 
enhance their musical reputation. Now 
listeners can take home this music and 
hear it again and again. What started 
out as an enjoyable evening with a 
great band has suddenly become a 
CD release party! To find a sample of 
music from the album, go to https://
tinyurl. com/vallican. 

One feature of the evening will 
be a special treat. As the quartet 
has since become a trio, for this 
performance only the band will feature 
Nelson’s own Jesse Lee on standup 
bass. Jesse is one of the area’s most 
popular musicians, and was declared 

Breakwater Band at the Vallican Whole 
Artist of the Year at the Kootenay 
Music Awards in 2015. Everyone 
loves a standup bass, and Jesse’s 
contribution to the evening will add a 
solid yet subtle richness to the entire 
performance. 

Jeff Faragher, of course, is the man 
with the cello who exhibits completely 
unexpected and fascinating moves 
with that usually staid instrument. With 
his enrapturing performance style, Jeff 
is a natural entertainer. 

Breakwater’s other two performers 
are James Desautels (fiddle and backing 
vocals) and Rob Maciak (drums, 
percussion and backing vocals). 

James first gained international 
attention when he toured with David 
Byrne and Tosca Strings. Since then he 
has worked with Arcade Fire, Marcia 
Ball, Garth Brooks, Diahann Carroll, 
Natalie Cole, Elvis Costello, and others 
too numerous to mention. 

Rob has collaborated with such 
artists as Dan Brubeck, Diana Krall, 
and the Vancouver Chamber Choir. 
As a recording artist, he is featured on 
vibraphone and marimba with Chick 
Corea and Philip Glass on an album 
which scored high on the iTunes Jazz 
Album Charts. 

Faragher says, “We are really 

Nelson’s Jesse Lee will join Jeff Faragher, James Desautels and Rob Maciak for the 
Breakwater performance at the Vallican Whole on March 11.

excited to be playing the Vallican 
Whole!” They are looking forward to 
seeing their many fans and to making 
new ones, and are pleased and proud 
to be able to present their hot-off-
the-press CD for everyone’s ongoing 
enjoyment. 

This is the second performance 
in this three-part series. The next will 
be on April 1, original theatre from 
Bessie Wapp: “an evening of original 
theatrical shorts from earth and space.” 
Purchasing tickets for both events 
online will get you a special series 
price. Tickets are available at Otter 
Books in Nelson and Emery Herbals 
in Winlaw. Doors open at 6:30, music 
at 7 pm. 

For more information on the series 
and online ticket sales, go to www. 
VallicanWhole. com. The Whole is 
at 3762 Little Slocan South Rd in 
Vallican. 
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submitted
Edgewood local and craft beer 

pioneer Frank Appleton, author of 
Brewing Revolution: Pioneering 
the Craft Beer Movement (Harbour 
Publishing, 2016), is one of the 
front-runners for a prestigious 
national book award.

Brewing Revolution is on the 
long list for the National Business 
Book Award, a $30,000 prize which 
is given to the author of the most 
outstanding Canadian business-
related book published in 2016.

“I was just one of the first 
to write an article that became 
a revolutionary pamphlet,” says 
Appleton, “because it said something 
that many had thought – that good 
beer, flavourful and nutritious beer, 
had become debased. It had lost out 
to a mass-produced, pale imitation 
of itself. The reaction was an idea 
whose time had come.”

Brewing Revolution details the 
life of English-trained brewmaster 
Frank Appleton and looks at the 
inspiring story behind today’s craft 
beer revolution. Appleton, who 
is considered by many to be the 
father of Canada’s craft-brewing 
movement, chronicles 50 years in 
the brewing business, from his early 
years working for one of the major 
breweries, to his part in establishing 
the first cottage brewery in Canada, 
to a forward look at the craft-beer 
industry in an ever more competitive 
market.

Appleton has been consultant 
b rewmas te r  to  20  brewing 
operations, including consultant 
work in brewery design, start-up and 
brewer training. In 2009, he received 

Edgewood brewing pioneer in the running for national book award
the Lifetime Achievement Award for 
Leadership in Craft Brewing from 
CAMRA Victoria Chapter.

Brewing Revolution is available 
on Amazon, at Raven’s Nest in New 
Denver, Coles Books in Nelson, 
Bookland in Vernon and at The Edge 

in Edgewood. 
Signed copies can be bought 

from the author for $25 plus $5 
postage: Frank Appleton, 455 
Robinson Road, R.R.#1, Edgewood 
BC V0G 1J0. He will also be signing 
books at the FestofAle in Penticton, 

April 7-8.
There are six other books on 

the National Business Book Award 
long list covering a range of topics 
reflecting the conversations that are 
going on in Canadian businesses 
inc lud ing  fami ly  bus iness , 

leadership, the proliferation of 
misinformation, the economy and 
technology.

The winner will be announced on 
April 24 at an event in Toronto hosted 
by award sponsors PwCCanada and 
BMO Financial Group.

by Katrine Campbell
As reported in the February 9 

Valley Voice, a report on species at 
risk in the Slocan watershed has 
just been completed by SWAMP, 
the Slocan Wetland Assessment and 
Monitoring Project. 

SWAMP found 47 species at risk 
in the valley, ranging from lichen 
to wolverines. Another 11 have a 
high potential to occur here. The 
BC Conservation Data Centre has 
only 20 species in its database for 
the valley, and eight of the 20 BC 
Conservation Data Centre records 
are more than 30 years old so their 
current condition and viability is 
unknown.

The study was done by Slocan 
Valley residents Ryan Durand, 
Registered Professional Biologist 
and Rhia Mackenzie. Durand 
explains that before any fieldwork, 
he and Mackenzie spent a lot of 
time contacting people who had 
worked on projects in the Slocan 
Valley to ask them for sightings 
and locations. Information from 
biologists was taken at their word, 
as were anecdotal sightings of 
species that couldn’t be mistaken 
for anything else. For example, the 
Western Skink: the bright blue tail is 
a dead giveaway.

The mammals, birds and fish 
were relatively easy finds, but bugs, 

SWAMP reports on species at risk in the Slocan Valley
snails, gastropods and plants were 
harder, and required confirmation. 

“Lots of stuff is not big and 
photogenic; they are the things 
people think are gross and icky,” 
Durand said. 

The next step, he said, is 
more expertise. When the steering 
committee next meets, he wants to 
write grant applications to bring in 
the true experts in species such as 
lichens or moss. 

“We’d probably be able to find 
many more species,” with experts 
in the field, he said.

The entire report is available 
online, at slocanswamp.org, along 
with more information on SWAMP 
projects and activities.

The Slocan Wetlands Assessment 
and Monitoring Project (SWAMP) is 
a multi-year initiative to establish 
a community-based monitoring 
program to assess the abundance, 
distribution, and ecological integrity/
function of wetlands and riparian 
habitat throughout the Slocan 
watershed. The long-term goal 
of SWAMP is to utilize existing 
mapping and inventory data as base 
layers and to develop a detailed and 
comprehensive habitat assessment 
of flora and fauna of the watershed. 

SWAMP is a collaboration of 
three societies – Slocan Solutions, 
Slocan River Streamkeepers and 

Slocan Lake Stewardship – working 
with the BC Wildlife Federation, Fish 
and Wildlife Compensation Program, 
BC Ministry of Forests Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations, Selkirk 
College, Central Kootenay Invasive 
Species Society, National Wetlands 

Conservation Fund, and Regional 
District of Central Kootenay, to 
provide an integrated watershed 
approach to wetland understanding 
and management. Slocan Solutions 
Society is the fiscal manager of the 
program. 

Winlaw Fire Rescue held their fifth annual Snow Pitch tournament last month, raising more than 
$350 for Muscular Dystrophy Canada despite a lower-than-hoped-for turnout. The Passmore 
and Crescent Valley fire departments showed up, as did the regional deputy chief, George 

Siegler, all of them struggling to stand up and run in the knee-deep snow.
Fomi’s Bakery donated bread and buns, the Winlaw Mini-Mart contributed the wieners, and 

there were many kind and creative donations for the silent auction.

Jude Helene Nicholson-Chodat is this year’s candidate for the Ambassador Program in New 
Denver. She and River Fantuz, current ambassador, entertained the community at the Heritage 

Tea at the Bosun Hall on March 4 with a fashion show featuring the styles of the 1860s (with 
borrowed items), the 1920s (created from garbage bags), and the 1960s (from the Donation 

Store). Jude Helene received her candidate crown and sash at the tea.
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A Kootenay Fibre Arts Event
• Workshops

• Demonstrations
• Displays

• Market Place at Bosun Hall
June 24 & 25, 2017

New Denver, BC
Website: fibrefeeliafest.ca

This impromptu group stood at the corner of New Denver’s main street and Hwy 6 to welcome 
the Abukars, the Somali refugee family, to New Denver the afternoon of February 23. The 

family had just been welcomed by a large and enthusiastic group at Lucerne School.
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Lucerne School organized a huge welcoming party for the Abukars, the Somali refugee family that arrived in New Denver the afternoon of 
February 23. The family was greeted with a loud cheer by the kids.

submitted
Did you know that the part of your 

dog’s brain devoted to analyzing smells 
is, proportionally speaking, 40 times 
greater than ours? What this means 
is that while you might notice if your 
coffee has a teaspoon of sugar added 
to it, your dog could detect a teaspoon 
of sugar in two filled Olympic-sized 

New Denver’s hero dog saves the main street

Many thanks to Tikka for discovering the fire at The Village Hearth Restaurant and alerting her owner.

swimming pools.
Dogs use their noses to find missing 

people, endangered species, invasive 
species and to detect cancer and bombs. 

Staff at the Village Hearth Restaurant 
are grateful to a local canine and her great 
nose for sniffing out the smoke from the 
fire before it spread any further. Late on 
the night of February 19, Tikka was out 

walking her human (Bradley Bennett 
of What’s in Store) when she sniffed an 
unusual odour and decided to investigate 
the back of the restaurant. 

It took her three tries and an unusual 
bark to convince her human to follow. 
Bennett saw smoke billowing from the 
kitchen, alerted 911 and as a result, the 
fire was contained within the building. 
If the fire had gotten a good hold, the 
restaurant, the apartment above it, 
Bennett’s store and possibly a good 
chunk of New Denver’s main street 
might have burned.

The Village Hearth staff and the 
Healthy Community Society send out 
a big Thank You to Tikka for following 
her nose, and to Bennett for following 
his dog.

submitted
Touchstones Nelson: Museum of Art 

and History is thrilled to open another 
exciting contemporary exhibition – 
Tanya Pixie Johnson: Edge of the Light.

Johnson is an artist defined (if 
we must) by a plethora of passionate 
pursuits. With long-standing roots in 
Winlaw, Tanya P’s practice has a truly 
astounding reach due to her penchant 
for residencies in far-flung places and 

Come to the Edge of the Light: 
the works of Tanya Pixie Johnson 

unrelenting engagement with people 
and place, both ephemeral and essential. 

From her birth in Nairobi, Kenya 
and childhood in South Africa, to her 
bohemian wandering in Europe, and her 
current place in the Kootenays, Tanya P 
has delved deeply and with a focused 
abandon into the dichotomies of human 
experience. In between the shadows of 
influence and idolatry beats the heart 
of pure and unrelenting artistic inquiry.

Tanya Pixie Johnson: Edge of the Light is on exhibit at Touchstones in Nelson.
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Jean is survived by her children 
Joanne (Garry) Osachoff and Dan 
(Wanda), her grandchildren Megan 
(Tyler) Smith, Nicole Osachoff 
and Tiara Shaw and her great-
granddaughter, Hope, brothers 
Earle (Pat Ronalds) Tatlow and 
Bob (Sheri) Tatlow, nieces and 
nephews and great nieces and 
nephews and all her wonderful 
friends.  She was predeceased 

Jean Szabo
1941 - 2017

by her beloved husband Steve, her parents Floyd and Gertrude Tatlow, 
Steve’s brother Leslie, sisters Elizabeth and Marie and his parents, Joseph 
and Ethel.

Jean was born to Floyd and Gertrude Tatlow on January 9, 1941 in 
Tisdale Saskatchewan.  Shortly afterwards, they moved to Kinistino, 
Saskatchewan.  In 1959, Jean graduated from Grade 12 and started her 
nurse’s training at the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon.  While 
there, she met other nurses-in-training who she has remained friends with 
all this time.  She graduated in 1962 and moved to Creston BC to work 
in the hospital.  It was during this time that she met Steve.  It was love at 
first sight as they married in 1964 after writing many letters and seeing 
each other only five times.  They moved to Nakusp where they made their 
forever-home.  Jean felt blessed to have instructed, then worked with, the 
first class of long term care aids for Halcyon Home in 1981.  In 1984, she 
became the book-keeper for Szabo’s Mechanics Ltd and she and Steve 
worked together until he retired in 2004.

Jean’s family and friends were her most cherished gifts. She had many 
passions in her life including reading, genealogy, cooking, gardening and 
scrapbooking.  

Jean was loved by so many, touched so many hearts and will be so 
greatly missed.

Arrangements are under the direction of Valley Funeral Home.  Online 
condolences may be expressed at www.valleyfh.ca

Donations can be made to 
Arrowtarian Senior Citizens Society
PO Box 688
Nakusp BC V0G 1R0

Paul Landman 
Hunter

Born in Washington, 
D.C., March 16, 1945. 
Died November 25th, 

2016, in Kaslo B.C., from 
pneumonia, aged 71.

Paul was a gentleman: a kind, 
generous, gentle man. He added a 
grounded knowledge and a tilt of 
humour to all his conversations. 

Paul and his older brother, Phil, grew up in McLean, Virginia. Their 
parents, Richard and Elizabeth, set up Hunter Associates Laboratory, 
which developed, manufactured and marketed machines to precisely 
measure and match colours. The technology they developed is used 
today in countless companies worldwide to match paints, tiles, upholstery 
colours and much more. 

After high school, Paul was drafted into the US Army, but fortunately 
was stationed in the Dominican Republic, not Vietnam. He left the army 
greatly disillusioned with the military-industrial complex. He grew his 
hair and beard long and opted out.

In 1971, he married Violet and, with their daughter Daphne, moved to 
Canada. Paul acquired a degree in Computer Science at the University of 
Guelph, and worked as a computer programmer. He loved flying small 
planes, hiking and climbing. After his marriage ended, he moved to 
Vancouver and made good friends in the BC Mountaineering Club and 
the Sea Kayaking Association. He was able to take early retirement, and 
discovered Johnson’s Landing in 1991.

Paul’s partner, Osa Thatcher, shared his love of mountain climbing, hiking 
and kayaking. Their daughter, Lara, was born in October 1992. Paul 
became a leading figure in the Johnson’s Landing community, serving 
as President of the JLCA and giving generously of his time, energy and 
money to many community initiatives.

In 2007, Paul suffered a spinal cord injury in a car accident, which left 
him quadriplegic. A new home in Kaslo was adapted for his disability. 
Osa, with a team of caregivers, took care of his needs, enabling Paul to 
live as full a life as his circumstances permitted. Paul’s last nine years 
were not easy, but he remained brave, patient, considerate, humorous 
and always polite. 

Paul was a philanthropist who supported many charities, including the 
Community Fund of North Kootenay Lake (for which he served as board 
director), the Hospice Society and the Food Hub, to name but a few. He 
gave generously to the wheelchair ramp construction into St. Andrew’s 
Church. The ramp is to be named “Paul’s Path” in his memory.

Paul will be remembered as a good and kind man: a loving father to 
daughters Daphne, her partner Dean, Lara, step-son Toby, his wife Jenny 
and their children Sandra and Cedric; a devoted partner to Osa; and a 
thoughtful considerate friend to many. He will be greatly missed.

A celebration of Paul’s life is planned for early May 2017. May his spirit 
soar among the mountain peaks he loved so much. 

submitted 
The Slocan Community Library 

has two exciting authors’ readings 
planned for this spring. This Sunday, 
March 12 at 1 pm Richard Cannings 
and Lee Reid will present new books 
of interest to valley residents, one 
focusing on birdlife, and the other 
on people you may know.

On Sunday, April 9 at 1 pm 
Barbara Brown invites you to view 
her film, paintings and beautiful book 
Sylvan Reflections: Wanderings, 
Paintings and Ponderings from the 
Forest.

Reid’s book, Growing Home: 
The Legacy of Kootenay Elders, 
is about creative aging in our rural 
community. The stories celebrate 
the lives of valley seniors who live 
in Winlaw, New Denver and Pass 
Creek. Growing Home was edited 
by Anne De Grace and Rita Moir, 
both friends of the library. It is 

Birds and elders featured at Slocan library authors readings
illustrated with vibrant photographs 
by Rod Currie of Appledale, whose 
scenic photographs are part of our 
current display in the library. Reid’s 
book is newly published, and being 
launched this month. Besides valley 
stories and people, her theme will 
include pointers for writing and 
self-publishing a book. Reid will also 
read at the Kaslo Library on March 
15 at 7 pm.

As a bird lover and protector, 
Lee Reid is looking forward to 
Richard Cannings’ presentation. 
You will recognize Cannings’ name, 
of course. He is our Member of 
Parliament for the South Okanagan-
West Kootenay riding, as well as a 
bestselling author and renowned bird 
specialist. Birds of Britsh Columbia 
and the Pacific Northwest – A 
Complete Guide, was published in 
2016 by Cannings, Tom Aversa and 
Hal Opperman. The comprehensive 

resource book with information and 
photographs is tailored to our region, 
focusing on 412 species that reliably 
occur annually. 

Come out on March 12 to enjoy 
tales of courage and resilience, 
creativity and humour and knowledge 
gleaned from lives well lived. Learn 
a bit about working collaboratively 
on a project such as the bird guide, 
and about the process involved in 
getting your work published. Bring 
your curiosity and questions. 

And mark April 9 on your 
calendar for a vicarious walk in the 
forest with Barbara Brown. These 
events are free and hosted by the 
library volunteers. Books will be 
available for purchase and signing. 
The library is located in the Village 
of Slocan on Harold Street.

Lee Reid reads from her book, Growing Home: The Legacy of Kootenay Elders at the Slocan 
Community Library March 12 at 1 pm and at the Kaslo Public Library March 15 at 7 pm.

submitted
During the month of February, 

the Valhalla Hills Nordic racers 
have competed at Revelstoke’s 
Okanagan Cup races, a local Family 
Day race on the Slocan Valley Rail 
Trail organized by athlete Lukas 
Piggot, the BC Championships in 
Kamloops, and in Kelowna at the 
Midget Championships, where the 
9-12 year olds are the event focus.

• February 11-12, in Revelstoke 
11 racers from Valhalla Hills Nordic 
competed along with nearly 200 
others over the two race days. The 
best local performances were first 
places by Raya Kipkie (8), and 

Valhalla Hills Nordic Skiers apply themselves at provincial races
Kolibri Drobish (14), and fourth 
place from Padraigh Hawksbee (7), 
in their respective age classes. 

Sunday’s race saw third place 
finishes from Drobish, Elias Piggot 
(8), and Kipkie, Also racing were 
Lukas Piggot, Cynthia Piggot, 
Cul lumn Hawksbee,  Maeve 
Hawkbee, Eamonn Hawksbee, 
Petula Perry, Ayla Kipkie and coach 
Scott Kipkie.

• The BC Championships 
February 17-19 were attended by 
405 competitors from around the 
province. Lukas, Elias, Kolibri, and 
coach Kip Drobish competed, doing 
three races in three days. Kolibri 

finished in fourth place in the seven 
km classic race and in the five km 
skate race, less than a second behind 
Blackjack skier Jasmine Drolet. She 
relay raced with her Revelstoke team 
mates on Sunday and the Piggot 
brothers relayed with Blackjack 
team mates (Rossland). The Piggots 
train with both Valhalla Hills Nordic 
and Blackjack.

• At BC Midget Championships, 
where racers skied an individual 
race and relay race on day one and 
a series of sprints on day two, Ayla 
Kipkie (Hills) and Cynthia Piggot 
(Slocan) competed for VHNSC. 
Ten-year-old Kipkie’s best result 
was an 11th, taking 9:59 to kick and 
glide over two km, and 12-year-old 
Lukas Piggot (racing for Blackjack) 
had his best race with a ninth place 
in the two km individual with a time 
of 7:08. Also in attendance were 
Cullumn and Maeve Hawksbee 
from Winlaw, racing in Blackjack 
uniforms. 

• Rounding out a big season 
with 23 races, Kolibri Drobish 
was set to compete at the Alberta 
Championships last weekend and 
Ski Nationals (March 15-25), both 
held in Canmore, Alberta this year. 
All these race results can be found 
online at www.zone4.ca.

 “It has been a very encouraging 
season with good snow, new ski 
trails, and lots of new participation 
in youth development programs and 
racing,” said Kip Drobish, coach 
and board member. “We have seen 
more people from Nakusp than ever 
before come try our ski trails and we 
hope to see more youth from that 
community next year.” 

Valhalla Hills Nordic ski trails 
along Hwy 6 are still covered 
with lots of snow and the club is 
keeping trails groomed until late 
March. Snow permitting, the club 
is hosting a cross country Cross race 
on April Fools’ Day. This race will 
demonstrate how challenging and 
exciting cross-country skiing can 
be with on-course jumps, bumps, 
slaloms, tight turning, obstacles, 
steep climbs and descents. 

Racers start events at 10 am 
(hopefully in foolish costumes). 
For more information go to www.
hillsnordic@wordpress.com.
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WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

THOMAS NEEDS A HOME

Thomas was rescued from a wild situation 
and is now ready for a FOREVER HOME.  He 
is a shy, young adult male looking for a quiet 
home where he’ll be petted and loved and fit 
right in!  To find out more about Thomas, call 
PALS at 250-265-3792. 

Support PALS and the Nakusp Royal 
Canadian Legion by joining us Saturdays 
in March for the weekly Legion meat draws.

2016 Citizen of the Year and 
Lifetime Achievement Awards

Saturday, March 25, 2017 
at the Legion Hall

This year we honour Rosemary Hughes 
as Citizen of the Year and Janet Spicer
with the Lifetime Achievement Award

Tickets are at Hub International Insurance 
$25.00 (Dinner included)

Doors open at 5:00 pm. Dinner served 
by Deb Guest Catering at 5:30 pm.
Sponsored by the Nakusp 

& District Rotary Club

Get your tickets by March 11
and be entered for a 
special door prize!

Nakusp 
Citizen 
of the Year

 NOTICE – Garbage Bags
Due to the changes to the RDCK Tipping fees the price for Village of Nakusp Garbage 
Bags will be increased from $2.50 each to $3.00 each ($60.00 per package). The increase 
for commercial customers with dumpsters will be to $21.00 per cu/m from $17.50 cu/m.

This increase will take place as of April 1, 2017.

submitted
The Nakusp Secondary School’s 

Ski & Snowboard Team represented 
their school and the West Kootenay 
Zone at the BC School Sports Alpine 
Championships in Whistler, March 
1-3. The 16 racers from Grades 
8 to 12 competed in both a Giant 
Slalom (GS) course and a Terrain 
GS course over the three days, with 
varied weather and snow conditions 
making the event a bit challenging 
at times for the Blackcomb crew 
running the races.

Racing on Wednesday, the six 
boy skiers and four girl skiers 
had no problem taking on the 31-
gate GS course for two runs, with 
Zoe Zinselmeyer and Ivy Tourand 
finishing 32nd and 35th respectively 
out of 62 girls. Unfortunately, first 
seed Kiley Waterfield sustained an 
injury in the morning prior to the 
race and was unable to compete 
in the event. Top boy finishers for 
Nakusp were Garret Waterfield at 
15th, Jordan Katchen at 22nd and 
Everett Harrison at 25th, and the 
boys team tied for 7th place out of 
14 teams from around the province.

The Thursday races saw the 
snowboarders take to their 33-gate 
GS course, set on the same run as 
the skiers’ course the previous day. 
Through flurries and somewhat icy 
conditions, our boarders fared well, 
with Colten Petterson finishing 3rd 
over the combined two runs, and 
Tim Barisoff close behind in 5th 

Nakusp Ski & Snowboard Team back from the provincials
place out of 69 boys. Maya Watson 
finished an impressive 8th place 
out of 30 girls. Thursday evening 
saw the team head to Buffalo Bill’s 
in Whistler Village for Day 1 & 2 
awards as well as a dance afterwards. 
Colten Petterson was awarded a 
bronze medal for his 3rd place finish 
in the Snowboard GS. Combined 
with his Terrain GS time on Friday, 
Colten finished 4th overall out of the 
64 boy boarders, and Tim Barisoff 
finished 6th overall.

On Friday, all 236 racers ran 
through the Terrain GS course 
for just one run each. Set on the 
Blackcomb Snowcross run, the 25-
gate course over 150 vertical metres 
is a good final-day test for both 
skiers and boarders. With 25 cm of 
fresh powder overnight, and steady 
snowfall and wind gusts, it was a 
challenging day weather-wise, as 
the powder softened up the course 
from the ice that the racers found 
in training, leading to ruts on the 
course and other challenges. With 
the wind and reduced visibility, the 
racers really had to make sure that 
they stayed on top of their skis or 
board and ready for the changing 
conditions. The Terrain course is 
fun for the racers but difficult to 
train for at Summit Lake or even 
some of our other local hills because 
we just do not have the developed 
park. There was some nervousness 
at the start of the course but once 
through, a lot of the racers were 

wishing they could tackle the course 
again! Tim Barisoff was our top boy 
boarder finisher at 8th place, with 
Colten Petterson close behind at 
11th place, and Maya Watson was 
our top girl boarder finisher at 21st 
place. Girl skiers Zoe Zinselmeyer 
and Ivy Tourand finished 34th and 
38th respectively, and skiers Jordan 
Katchen, Colby Mackintosh and 
Garrett Waterfield finished 31st, 
32nd and 35th respectively. As soon 
as the racers were done for the day, 
the team headed back to Pemberton 
and packed up the bus for the long 
ride home that evening, arriving 
back in Nakusp at midnight.

The Ski & Snowboard Team 
exists as a combined effort between 
the NSS Athletics Department and 
the Summit Lake Racers. The NSS 
Athletics Department registers the 
team with the BC School Sports 
Association and covers some of the 
travel costs, and the Summit Lake 
Racers owns all the equipment for 
the weekly practices at the hill such 
as the race gates, radios, course 
maintenance tools and race timing 
equipment. Since the Summit Lake 
Racers are also part of the Nancy 
Greene Ski League, most of the 
skiers on the NSS team learned 
and honed their racing skills from a 
young age, before aging out of that 
league as they entered the secondary 
school. As with any team, it wouldn’t 
exist without the coaches, and we are 
lucky enough to have had extremely 

dedicated, certified coaches for both 
the skiers and the boarders over the 
years, which has helped maintain a 
strong team. Ski coaches this year 
are Barb Lewis (also the teacher 
sponsor) and Taylor Aeichele, and 
snowboard coaches are Matt McKee 
and NSS team alumna Carly Thorp. 
Carly’s experience as a National 
Development Team athlete was of 
great benefit to the boarders as well 
as the skiers as she provided them 
with strategies and skills for tackling 
the race courses.

As one can imagine, the budget 
for a trip with all those racers and 
coaches for several nights is quite 
substantial. Costs for this trip were 
kept as low as possible with the team 
staying in Pemberton instead of 
Whistler, and parent Stacy Tourand 
travelled with the team, providing 
home cooked suppers and all the 
ingredients for the racers to make 
their own early-morning breakfasts 
and bag lunches. School bus driver 
Bob Gould expertly navigated the 
infamous Duffy Lake Highway from 
Lillooet to Pemberton and then drove 
the team back and forth to Whistler 
each day. The team did a substantial 
amount of fundraising, with a bottle 
drive in early February and bottle 
sorting with the Peoples’ Pharmacy 
Return It Forward program, as well 
as auctioning off a logging truckload 

of firewood, donated by Convergent 
Management Group. Thank yous 
also go out to NACFOR, RDCK 
Director Paul Peterson, the Leland 
Hotel, the Arrow Lakes Teachers 
Association and the NSS PAC, for 
their donations towards trip costs, 
on top of those fundraisers and the 
racers’ own contributions.

Complete results can be found on 
whistlerblackcomb.com by entering 
‘high school races’ in the search box.

The NSS Ski and Snowboard Team with their coaches. L to R: Coaches Matt McKee and Barb Lewis, Jack Watt, Everett Harrison, Ivy Tourand, 
Rhys McLeod, Broden McLean, Coach Carly Thorp, Cheyenne Tourand, Tim Barisoff, Mikala Lewis-Morrison, Colten Petterson, Jordan Katchen, 

Garrett Waterfield and Colby Mackintosh. Kneeling from l-r are Olivia Mang, Zoe Zinselmeyer and Maya Watson.

The play ‘The Vagina Monologues’ was performed at the Bonnington Arts Centre in Nakusp on February 25. Playing to a full house, 16 local 
actresses, along with their director Michele Williams and producer Carlee Hughes, put on an unforgettable and emotionally charged production. 
The play was written by Eve Ensler in the 1990s and is based on interviews she conducted with hundreds of women about their intimate lives. 

Co-sponsored by Stopping the Violence Outreach and the Arrow Lakes Arts Council, the event raised over $1000, most of which will be donated 
to the Nelson Women’s Shelter. L to R: Carlee Hughes, Shori Smith, Karen Likness, Teresa Weatherhead, Robin Stille.
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Wilds of 
Canada Cycle
Spring Reopening

March 15, 2017
Looking for that Spring Tune-Up?

Thinking of Upgrading 
your bike?

Come see Rob at 
Wilds of Canada Cycle!
Downtown New Denver

405-6th Avenue

by Art Joyce
The 11th annual North Valley 

Mountain Film Festival featured 
a playbill of all local talent this 
year, with a strong conservationist 
theme. And as it has done from the 
beginning, there was room on the set 
list for the kids to show their films. 
The two sets were evenly divided 
between sports themes in the first set 
and wilderness or wildlife themes in 
the second. 

Filmgoers were asked to cast a 
ballot for the People’s Choice Award 
sponsored by Valhalla Mountain 
Touring, Ambler Mountain Works 
and Ice Creek Lodge. The results 
are: first place, Jim Lawrence for 
Kootenay Rambles Two, second 
place ICandy Films for The Year of 
the Toads, and third place, Jay and 

North Valley Film Festival features strong conservation message
Amelie Tremaine for Children of 
the Hut 2 – Chasing the Powder. 
If there had been a Cutest Kids on 
Film Award, it would surely have 
gone to two-year-old Sapphire Perry, 
who was featured in I Wanna Ski by 
parents Bryn and Julie Perry. The film 
tracks the toddler’s first experiences 
on cross-country skis, with surprising 
balance for her age.

Continuing in the youth theme 
was a documentary, The Valhalla 
Wilderness Program, by students at 
WE Graham school in Slocan. The 
program is quite intensive, with a 
four-day hiking trip in the fall, a 
biking trip in the spring, two winter 
trips and a five-day canoe trip on 
Slocan Lake. The kids also help 
with trail building as a way of giving 
back to the community. “It’s a really 

mentally and physically challenging 
trip,” said one teenage girl of the 
canoe trip, “but it’s really rewarding 
afterwards.” The program has been 
run by Sean Marechal for 20 years.

In the Local Girl Makes Good 
department, Jasmin Caton, who grew 
up in Hills on Slocan Lake, presented 
a slideshow of her transition from 
valley kid to pro rock climber and 
backcountry touring guide. There 
were breathtaking images of Jasmin 
climbing rockfaces in Squamish, the 
Northwest Territories, the Alps, Mt. 
Gimli, Norway and the US. Caton 
was also featured with climbing 
partner Leah Evans of Revelstoke 
in the next film, Spring Tide by 
Sweetgrass Productions. Of reaching 
otherwise inaccessible mountaintops 
crusted with ice and snow she said, 
“Once you’re in that place, it truly 
makes you come alive.” Caton is 
owner-operator of Valhalla Mountain 
Touring, with a lodge on Bonanza 
ridge.

Jim Lawrence has become 
deservedly famous for his stunning 
wildlife photos, but now he’s 
branched out into video production. 
In Kootenay Rambles Two we see 
once again his gift for capturing once-
in-a-lifetime shots. If the grizzlies, 
owls, martens, otters, beavers, ravens 
and other creatures he photographs 
know he’s there, they treat him like 
family. A dedicated conservationist, 
Lawrence prefaced the show with a 
quote stating that we have lost half 
the world’s animals in just the past 
40 years. He urged the audience to 
sign the petition banning the grizzly 
trophy hunt in BC.

In Seeing It Wild, filmmaker 
Virginia Frobe profiles several artists 
who are using their art to make a 
difference in an age of climate change 
and species loss. Tara Higgins and 
Joseph Cross were among six artists 

who backpacked into the Flathead 
Valley to paint images of the park 
landscape. Some of these are being 
sold as prints to raise money for 
park improvements. Pass Creek 
sculptor Kevin Kratz uses a most 
unlikely medium – steel – for his 
sculptures. As Kratz said, “Here in 
the Kootenays it’s easy to put your 
head in the sand” and forget the global 
loss of wildlife. Working with James 
Karthein, Kratz has twice won the 
Castlegar Sculpture Walk’s People’s 
Choice Award. Their great blue heron 
sculpture and Kratz’s sturgeon were 
created to remind visitors that these 
creatures are diminishing largely due 
to human activity.

The Year of the Toad by ICandy 
Films profiled the threat to the Western 
toad habitat at Summit Lake due to 
logging by NACFOR. Filmmakers 
Isaac Carter and Orsi Benkoszi 
captured beautiful underwater images 
of the tadpoles, toadlets and mating 
adult toads. The annual migration 
brings them from their terrestrial 
habitat in the forest, where they 
spend 95% of their lives. After mating 
and laying eggs, they then make 

a second migration back to their 
terrestrial habitat. Due to mortality 
from predators and the highway that 
divides their migration route, only 
one percent survive. The Western 
toad is federally listed as a ‘species of 
concern.’ “When we set aside habitat 
for the mountain caribou, it was too 
late, too much had already been 
logged,” says the Valhalla Wilderness 
Society’s Craig Pettitt. “We need to 
make sure we don’t do that again with 
the Western toads.”

Jesse Schapowski, a regular at 
the festival, screened his slideshow of 
landscape images Into the Wild. His 
photos have a National Geographic 
crystal clarity and panoramic beauty. 
In The Way to Showerbath Springs, 
stills and video footage by Seth 
Bridgett and Mark Adams featured 
the rugged beauty of the desert terrain 
in Montana. Chillia Zoll’s slideshow 
The Talking Spade featured her iconic 
photos from the book of that name. 

In addition to the People’s Choice 
Award sponsors, festival sponsors 
include Columbia Basin Trust, 
Kootenay Sufferfest, and Shon’s 
Bike and Ski.

submitted
T h e  C o l u m b i a  B a s i n 

Environmental Education Network 
(CBEEN) has announced the six 
recipients of its 2017 Awards 
of Environmental Education 
Excellence.

The winners are: Linda Out of 
Winlaw, Dr. Mel Reasoner of Nelson, 
Janette Vickers of Revelstoke, 
Sandra Beckett of Golden, and 
Patty Kolesnichenko and Andrea 
Chapman of Kimberley.

Nominated by their peers and 
chosen by a committee of past 
recipients, the six award winners 
have demonstrated excellence 
in encouraging stewardship and 
sustainability through environmental 
education. 

Linda Out of  Winlaw is 
always engaging and encouraging 
environmental education in her 
school. As the Grade 5/6 teacher at 
Winlaw Elementary School, Linda 
is exemplary in her dedication and 

Winlaw teacher receives Environmental 
Education Excellence Award 

motivation to include a wide variety 
of outdoor ecology programs into 
her classroom and to get her students 
outside to learn about their local 
bio-region. She goes above the call 
of duty to implement and organize 
school outings and activities that are 
always informative and fun, and is a 
true supporter of outdoor education.

Dr. Mel Reasoner, Nelson, is 
a climate scientist and passionate 
educator and change agent with 
respect to climate change. He was 
a key organizer of the Hot and 
Bothered conference in Nelson in 
2016. He has been an advisor to 
CBT’s Communities Adapting to 
Climate Change Initiative (CACCI) 
and continues his climate science 
education role with the Trust’s new 
Climate Action Program.

Awards will be presented at 
CBEEN’s 2017 Celebration of 
Environmental Education events in 
Castlegar (May 31) and Kimberley 
(November 2). 

Linda Out of Winlaw is one of six recipients of the Environmental Education Excellence Award.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 
CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

SMoKey CreeK Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

PUBLIC NOTICES
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

The Village of New Denver is seeking local residents to sit on 
the Village of New Denver’s Local Selection Committee for 
the CBT Community Initiatives funding program on Tuesday, 
April 4, 2017.  Interested individuals can contact the Village 
Office for more information.  The deadline for expressions of 
interest is 4 p.m. on Wednesday, March 15, 2017.  

COMMUNITY SPACES FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS

The Village of New Denver would like to thank all community 
members for their feedback regarding future plans for the 
Knox Hall and the Bosun Hall. The deadline for submitting 
comments has passed and staff is preparing a summary report 
for presentation to Council in April.  

2017 BUDGET MEETINGS
The Council of the Village of New Denver will hold a Committee 
of the Whole meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 21, 
2017 in Council Chambers for the purpose of discussing the 
Village’s 2017 Operating Budget.  Members of the public are 
invited to attend.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre is hiring for the 
2017 season.  There are grant dependent student positions 
available, as well as non-student positions to be filled. 
Interested individuals can contact the Village Office for more 
information.  The deadline for applications is April 1, 2017.  

The Village of New Denver is also accepting applications for a 
Temporary Casual Labourer position.  Duties include but are 
not limited to:  groundskeeping, facilities maintenance, and 
operation of small tools and equipment. Interested individuals 
should submit a resume and cover letter to the attention of 
Bruce Woodbury, CAO.  This position will remain posted until 
filled and preference will be given to members of IUOE Local 
115.  

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Village of 
New Denver

Beef
Bacon Wrapped Filet Mignon, New York Steak, Veal 
Cutlets, Breaded Veal Cutlets, Veal Cordon Bleu, 
Buffalo Burgers, Ultimate Beef Patty.
Pork
Pork Chops (Centre Cut), Danish Baby Back Ribs.
Chicken
Chicken Cordon Bleu, Souvlaki Chicken Kebabs, 
Chicken Burgers, Chicken Kiev, Chicken Florentine, 
Chicken Mexicana, Chicken Fingers, Chicken 
Breast (Boneless), Chicken Wings (Honey & Garlic 
or Hot & Spicy), Chicken Drumstix (Honey & Garlic).

Seafood
Clams, Oysters, Lobster Tail, Peeled & Deveined 
Jumbo Shrimp, Breaded Fantail Shrimp, Cooked 
Salad Shrimp, Raw Headless Prawns, King Crab 
Legs, Scallops.
Fish
North Atlantic Sole, North Atlantic Cod, Halibut 
Steak, Sockeye Fillets, Red Snapper, Stuffed Sole.
Party Favourites
Jalepeno Cheese Bites, Mozza Cheese Stix, Bacon 
Wrapped Oysters, Breaded Oysters, Breaded 
Scallops, Perogies, Breaded Calamari, Desserts.

30 Years in Business!!
jeffdavison55@gmail.com • 587-297-4214

Call or email - Jeff delivers to your door!

Seniors 
Social 

Program
Silverton 

Memorial Hall 
Every Tuesday and 
Thursday 10:00 am 

- 2:00 pm 
Socializing, Workshops 

and Outings
Lunch served every 

Thursday

by Katrine Campbell
The Harris family is “delighted” 

that they have been able to buy 
back the historic Bosun Ranch to 
keep it in the family for generations 
to come. The 280-acre ranch 
between Silverton and New Denver 
was founded in 1896 by Joseph 
Colebrook (JC) Harris; he left it to 
his children and grandchildren when 
he died in 1951.

JC’s son Alexander (Sandy) 
Harris stayed on the ranch all his life, 
and in 1975 his daughter Nancy and 
her husband John Anderson retired 
there, and took over the cattle, hay 
and produce operation when Sandy 
died in 1986. Ten years later, the 
Province gave the couple a Century 
Farm and Ranch award in honour 
of 100 years of family farming – 
one of only 66 families in BC who 
received one.

Nancy died in February, 2008. 
Later that year John teamed up 
with lawyer Ken Watson and Dave 
Strachan to form Bosun Ranch 
Developments Inc., which later 
changed its name to Bosun’s Reach 
Developments Inc. The plan was to 
subdivide the 240 acres Anderson 
owned into 18 strata lots, ranging 
in size from three to 20 acres 
each, with the 100 forested acres 
and the lakefront property held in 
common. The target market was 
wealthy travellers who would buy 
the lots and build homes as “retreat 
properties,” Watson said. Lot prices 
in the gated community would start 
at $800,000.

In a Valley Voice story at the 
time, Jan McMurray reported 
Watson said the company had 
encountered a very positive reaction 
to the plans – except for a small 
group. This local group had asked 
the company to reconsider its plans 
and instead look at some form of 
permanent land trust.

“They are welcome to their 
views, but we are not going to 
engage them,” Watson said.

Nancy’s cousins, Cole Harris 
and Susan Pond, owned about 40 
acres at the time. When Bosun’s 
Reach Developments was unable 
to sell any lots, they bought back a 

Bosun Ranch: developers gone, family will keep as a ranch
portion of the land. As of February 
22, they purchased the remaining 
acreage. 

“The history of the property has 
been unsettled,” said Cole. “It’s back 
in the hands of the family and we’re 
very pleased…[The development 
plans] completely contradicted 
everything we cherished.”

Asked what the family’s plans 
were, he said “It won’t belong to 
me or Muriel, it will belong to our 
children…it’s up to them to figure 
out. We don’t want it to just sit there. 
There’s a whole economic question.”

Cole’s son Doug Harris said they 
needed to get to know this parcel of 
land again, “or maybe even for the 
first time. It’s been out of the family’s 
hands for 10 years and was in John 
and Nancy’s hands before that. It’s 
a parcel I don’t really know well.”

The Harrises want the ranch to 
be in productive use, “but what that 
is is still very much a question. We 
don’t want to be hasty; we’ve got 
some time.”

Ralph Wilson, the Andersons’ 
unofficially adopted son, cared for 
both of them in their last years. He 
continues to look after the property 
and is happy it will be productive 
once again. Doug acknowledged his 
contribution, saying “Ralph’s been 
up there for a long time. He knows 
it better than anybody.”

Although the Bosun has been 
in the Harris family for 120 years, 
“we’re now several generations 
removed from handling it intensively; 
we have to figure out what we’ve 
acquired.”

Cole Harris talked about that 120 
years of history, when his forebears 
“attempted to farm and were not 
always successful.” He said his 
grandfather (JC Harris) planted an 
orchard, but that didn’t work because 
the mines closed, people left, and 
the local market his grandfather had 
planned for collapsed. It was too far 
to other markets.

Then he tried a dairy. He drove a 
wagon to town every week to sell the 

milk, but “family lore is that he was 
too kind and people who couldn’t 
pay got milk anyway.” During the 
war, the farm sat idle when the 
government leased the Bosun and 
turned it into a Japanese-Canadian 
internment site.

“Then Uncle Sandy took over 
and tried all sorts of things, even 
raising deer,” Cole said. “But it was 
illegal to farm deer, and he became 
too fond of them” and couldn’t kill 
them. He tried a Christmas tree 
ranch, but that didn’t work. Then 
he sold hay. Some years he had an 
abundant crop but couldn’t find a 

market. In the latter years, Sandy 
thought the land’s best use was 
livestock and hay meadows.

“My children are going to face 
this,” Cole added. Although they 
might run cattle and raise hay, 
they’ve also talked about establishing 
a teaching farm, where people could 
learn how to farm. “That depends on 
someone seizing the initiative and 
running with it, probably not anyone 
in my family.”

He also talked about “making 
connections with social reform 
and the artistic side up there.” His 
daughter is a dancer, and he foresees 

a place for music, the creation and 
performance of art works. 

“Grandfather was a socialist. He 
saw poverty and knew radical change 
was needed... We’ve acquired a place 
we know the family is going to use 
at least through the next generation. 
There are interesting questions for 
them to explore.”

There is a very strong feeling 
in the Harris family that the ranch 
is crucial, Cole said, and “they are 
more than prepared to commit to it, 
to use it in ways that are compatible 
with what it has been and to fit in 
with larger community.”

submitted
A project to replace the South 

Slocan bridge with rock fill and a 
pedestrian tunnel will soon go to 
tender with construction anticipated 
to start this spring.

The project involves removing 
the existing South Slocan overhead 
and replacing it with road fill and 
a pedestrian underpass to create 
future trail connectivity in the area. 
As an added bonus, the project 
scope will include a rock cut in 
the Beasley Bluffs which will not 
only provide the road fill for the 
project but will provide additional 
safety benefits on Highway 3A by 
increasing sight lines, expanding 
the clear zones and improving snow 

South Slocan pedestrian tunnel goes to tender
storage. The transportation ministry 
is partnering with the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay, the 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations and the 
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society 
on this project.

The FLNRO and the society will 
make additional improvements to 
the existing trail network, including 
new signage, adding a new trailhead 
at the end of South Slocan Station 
Road and asphalt paving the rail 

trail from South Slocan to Pass 
Creek Road.

The road design will also include 
wider shoulders and improved 
intersection designs on adjacent 
roads.
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ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLASSIFIED ADS

LARRY’S REPAIR
513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632

CLEANING

We do automotive from A - Z
It’s winter, time to service your snow 

blower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

TOWING

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

March 17, 
2017

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & 
Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th 

Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Slocan Towing
Serving the Slocan Valley

24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service

250-226-7084

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

UP CLOSE AND INTIMATE ~ Back 
by popular demand. Sold out last season! 
Exceptional events right here at home in the 

Slocan Valley. March 11, Breakwater with 
Jeff Faragher and special guest, bassist Jesse 
Lee!  April 1, Bessie Wapp, “an evening 
of original theatrical shorts from earth 
and space.” $25 for Breakwater and more, 
$40 for both. Vallican Whole Community 
Centre, 3762 Little Slocan South Road. 
Tickets at Emery Herbals in Winlaw and 
www.VallicanWhole.com. Vallican Whole 
Community Centre, 3762 Slocan South Rd. 
FB/TheWhole
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
presents Lee Reid, author of Growing 
Home: The Legacy of Kootenay Elders, 
and Richard Cannings, introducing Birds 
of British Columbia and the Pacific 
Northwest: A Complete Guide (2016). 
Sunday, March 12 at 1 pm. Free Event.
GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER! THE 
BIG AIR BAND/ LIP SYNC CONTEST 
is coming May 6 to the Silverton Memorial 
Hall. Calling on all Slocan Valley businesses, 
organizations, groups and individuals to 
enter to win cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 
3rd place in two categories: adults and 
kids. Coaching available. Don’t miss out 
on the fun! All ages and abilities, and all 
kinds of music welcome. Registration 

forms available at New Market Foods and 
www.slocanlake.com. Registration period: 
April 3-20. Hosted by the Slocan District 
Chamber of Commerce. More info: 250-
226-7967 or www.slocanlake.com
COMMUNITY WELCOME POTLUCK 
for the Abukars, our new Canadian 
immigrant family from Somalia. Bosun 
Hall, New Denver, 4 pm, Sunday, March 12. 
Please join us in welcoming the Abukars to 
our community!
ALLENSONG PERFORMS IN 
NAKUSP - Allensong is an acoustic duo 
that plays original music and classic ‘60s 
and ‘70s songs. They perform in concert 
at the Nakusp Legion Hall, March 18 @ 
7:30 pm. Admission $15 www.allensong.ca
CRESCENT VALLEY HALL SOCIETY 
AGM meeting at the Crescent Valley Hall. 
March 13 at 7:00 pm. New memberships 
welcome. $20.00 / year per family.
MANY TREASURES at May 20 8150 
Red Mountain Road Moving Sale. Purchase 
a piece of the past, come say hello. Denyse
NEW DENVER – SILVERTON Lake 
Trail Society AGM will be held Thursday, 
March 23 at 6:30 pm at Silverton Fire Hall, 
upstairs.

R E D  M O U N TA I N  I N T E R N E T 
SOCIETY AGM will be held Thursday, 
March 23 at 7:30 pm at the Silverton Fire 
Hall, upstairs.
MUSIC: LISTEN AND DANCE to www.
breakwaterband featuring Jeff Faragher on 
Friday- March 10 at 7:30 at Memorial Hall. 
Sponsored by SLGS &Funded by BCAC.
ST. PADDY’S ‘VEGAS NIGHT’ Saturday 
March 18 at the Slocan Legion. Doors open 
5:30 pm, 6 pm Casino, 7 pm great Buffet. 8 
pm more Casino. Live Entertainment. Back 
by popular demand ‘the Royal Hawaiian 
Hula Dancers’! Tickets at Mt. Valley Station 
in Slocan or phone 250-355-2245 to reserve 
$15 ea. to March 13, $20 ea. afterwards. 
The Legion welcomes members & guests.

SATURDAY, APRIL 1 2017, Nelson 
Trading Company, 402 Baker Street 
Nelson, Kootenay Dance Beat Society 
Presents Holly, Jon, Clinton and Steve. 
7:30-11:00 PM, Tickets at Otter Books. 
Snacks and more available!

RURAL RENTAL WANTED for long 
term beginning May. Any region in Slocan 
Valley or area. Independent, semi-retired 
individual looking for small-tiny house or 
cabin out of town. Must have wood heat 
option and be pet friendly. References 
available. Call, text 250 306 4295
COZY STUDIO SUITE in Silverton 
available for rent starting April 1. $450 plus 
hydro. Call Sue at 250-358-2177.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST
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Highland Creek    
Contracting, Ltd

Excavating and Dump 
Truck Services

Pete Schwartz 250-358-2199

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced 
(Canadian) Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor. 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

PETS

HEALTH

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Nakusp Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph) 

nakuspredimix@gmail.com

NOTICES

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0  Phone: 250-265-4621

email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

HELP WANTED

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

SERVICES

Even small ads 
get noticed in 

the Valley Voice
Support the Valley 

Voice with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to:

The Valley Voice 
Box 70 New Denver, BC  

V0G 1S0

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and 
Thursday afternoon 4-5:15. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with 
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai 
massage for $50. Experience an ancient 
physiotherapy method for body/mind 
wellness. Available by appointment in the 
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel 
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

THE SLOCAN VALLEY EARLY 
CHILDHOOD Community Advisory 
Council (SVECCAC) is seeking an early 
years coordinator to lead our council. 
The ideal candidate will have experience 
in community development, a working 
knowledge of the Early Childhood 
Development sector and of the Slocan 
Valley, and have strong verbal and written 
communication skills. We are seeking a 
confident, self-motivated professional, 
to coordinate SVECCAC meetings; and 
while working independently under the 
direction of a multi-sectoral council, initiate, 
implement and complete community early 
years projects and events. This position is 
approximately 20 hours/month, with the 
possibility of more hours depending on 
funding and projects. For a detailed job 
description and to submit a resume with 
cover letter, please email: alison@thekoop.
ca. Closing date is Monday, March 27, 2017.

FITNESS INSTRUCTOR - Slocan Valley 
Recreation (RDCK): To deliver Saturday 
morning fitness classes with the opportunity 
to expand to other days and times during 
the week. To view the full posting, job 
description and information on how to 
apply please go to our website at www.rdck.
bc.ca and click on Administration, Job & 
Employment Opportunities.

PAST LIVES, DREAMS AND SOUL 
TRAVEL: free download of books and CD 
eckankar-bc.ca
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
becoming a major problem in your life? 
AA, NA and ALANON meetings happen in 
the area. For information on AA meetings 
contact in New Denver: 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4216; Kaslo 353-9617; South Slocan 
226-7705; Playmor Junction 359-7310. 
For NA meetings contact in New Denver 
358-7265. For information on ALANON 
meetings contact in New Denver 358-7904. 
If you don’t get through when you call, 
please try another number.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.

IS YOUR DOG WELL BEHAVED? 
Would you like your dog to listen to you? 
Does a relaxed on-leash walk appeal to 
you? For more information, visit www.
proudofmydog.ca

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet - any dish or antenna; home 
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James, 
250-226-7236 (w), 250-505-8392 (c).

Swing into Golf: Indoor lessons for 
kids & adults. Wednesday evenings Apr 
4-May 10, Winlaw School.
Slocan Valley Micro & Mixed League 
Soccer: Final Registration March 31.
Wilderness & Remote First Aid: 
Basic: Fri Apr 21, 6-10pm, Sat/Sun 
Apr 22/23, 8:30-5:30, $225. Advanced 
(must have basic): Fri Apr 28, 6-10pm, 
Sat/Sun Apr 29/30, 8:30-5:30, $175. 
Crescent Valley Hall. For more info call 
250-226-0008.
226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Thursday - 
Saturday

11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday - 

Wednesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

REAL ESTATE

Bill Lander 
Realtor®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax

www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

Christina Harder
Realtor®

DI’S 
ESTHETICS
FULL SERVICE 

SALON
WINLAW

250-226-7318

ESTHETICS

COMMUNITY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

CORRECTION
In the article, ‘Village Hearth 

Restaurant heavily damaged by fire’ in 
the last issue, we reported that building 
owner Rory Pownall had operated the 
restaurant as Rory’s Restaurant for three 
years before leasing it to the Healthy 
Community Society. In fact, she ran it as 
Rory’s Restaurant for six years.

submitted
The Province of BC has made an 

immediate change to the BC Rural Property 
Tax account numbers which are now 12-digit. 
To pay your taxes through online or phone 
banking, you will be required to re-enter ‘Prov 
of BC-Rural Property Tax’ to your list of bill 
payees in the new account format of 12 digits.

The Province is preparing new tax notices 
with the updated account numbers but there 
is no word on when they will go out. In the 
meantime, if you wish to find out your new 
number, please call 1-888-355-2700 or email 
ruraltax@gov.bc.ca.

If you require assistance adding your new 

Own rural property? The tax account numbers have changed
Rural Property Tax account to your list of bill 
payees, contact your credit union or bank.

The property tax folio numbers have been 
changed because the ministry has migrated 
property tax collection into the system that 
currently collects PST. This system, the 
ministry says, “has proven highly efficient 
and is more modern than the previous legacy 
system.”

The folio number will only affect those 
paying their property taxes through online 
banking. People who have set up a payee in 
their online banking with the previous folio 
number risk late payment penalties if they do 

not change the folio number and the payment 
does not complete on time. 

The Ministry of Finance says it has 
included an information insert in the February, 

March and April Statement of Financial 
Account mail outs and in the 2017 Rural 
Property Tax Notices. These draw attention to 
the change in folio number and remind those 

who pay online to update their online banking 
information with the new number to ensure the 
payments go through properly and avoid any 
late payment charges. 

New Denver area businesspeople José Bothelo and Dave Harley load furniture made by José on Dave’s truck, to be delivered to the new 
Valhalla Pure store in downtown Victoria. A fine example of exporting from a small town to the big city.
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Fredrick William White (June 4, 
1932 to February 23, 2017) passed 
away peacefully, attended by close 
friends.  Born in Grimsby, England, 
the son of Fred and Edith White, 
Fred grew up with his brother, Roy 
in the small English fishing village 
during the war before moving to 
Liverpool. 

Where Fred went, others followed!  After two years in the British Air 
Force, he emigrated to Calgary in the 1960s.  Fred was followed by Roy 
and then their parents in the ‘70s.  Fred worked at a Volvo dealership 
but then found his true calling – photography.  He opened his own 
photography studio, specializing in weddings and portraits, including 
school portraits, which had him extensively travelling.

Fred first travelled through the Slocan on holidays in 1981 and continued 
visiting till 1992, when he settled in Silverton and then later, in New 
Denver.  Fred often called his new home “God’s country”, saying he 
never wanted to leave--and he never did.

Fred also held a special fondness for dogs, his favourite being Nelly, a 
Border Collie, but he loved all dogs and they loved him! 

Together with some good friends from Calgary, Fred spent a lot of time up 
in the mountains he loved:  hiking and camping in such places as Larch 
Valley, Sentinel Pass, the Illecillewaet campgrounds and Avalanche 
Crest in the Roger’s Pass.  He was always the cook and no one was 
allowed near the fire pit!  

Along with his dear friend, Ingrid, Fred spent five years wintering in 
Havascu, Arizona, where they were often joined by more friends.  Fred 
enjoyed his visits from his brother Roy, his niece Tabetha and his great 
nephew Pthaylo.  Fred and Roy would reminisce and tell stories, keeping 
Tabetha and Pthaylo entertained over warm home-cooked meals.  He 
loved his friends and will be deeply missed by all that grew to know 
Fred as an integral part of “God’s country.”

by Art Joyce
It happened so quickly most 

Members of Parliament were 
barely aware of it. On February 16, 
a Private Member’s motion brought 
forward by Bloc Québécois MP 
Luc Thériault was passed with the 
assistance of former Bloc leader 
Gilles Duceppe. The motion calls 
for the House of Commons to 
apologize to the families of the 
British Home Children (BHC) 
brought to Canada to work as 
indentured labourers on Canadian 
farms during the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. Duceppe learned 
late in life that he is the descendant 
of an Anglo-Irish child immigrant 
or BHC.

The text of the motion reads: 
“That the House recognize the 
injustice, abuse and suffering 
endured by the British Home 
Children as well as the efforts, 
participation and contribution of 
these children and their descendants 
within our communities; and offer 
its sincere apology to the former 
British Home Children who are 
still living and to the descendants 
of these 100,000 individuals who 
were shipped from Great Britain 
to Canada between 1869 and 1948, 
and torn from their families to serve 
mainly as cheap labour once they 
arrived in Canada.”

MP Richard Cannings had 
brought forward a similar apology 
motion in May 2016, based on 
one co-written by former MP Alex 
Atamanenko and New Denver 
resident and Valley Voice reporter 
Art Joyce, who wrote a book 
on the subject titled, Laying the 
Children’s Ghosts to Rest. Although 
Atamanenko brought forward the 
motion on February 19, 2015, it 
failed to gain any traction with 
the Conservative-dominated 
government under Prime Minister 
Harper. To BHC families it offered 
what many saw as a token gesture: 
proclaiming 2010 the Year of 
the Home Child in Canada and 
releasing a Canada Post stamp to 
commemorate it.

An apology in the House 
doesn’t necessarily mean the same 
thing as a federal government 
apology. It remains to be seen 
whether the vote will lead to an 
official public apology. Advocates 
are pressing the government for 
a public ceremony with BHC 
families invited as special guests. 
Cannings made the request in 
Question Period on February 23. 
Formal public apologies were 
already made by the Australian 
government in 2009, and the British 
government in 2010, which flew 
60 survivors to London for the 
ceremony.

By no means is the call for an 
apology unanimous among BHC 
families; some are quite against 
it. How well or how poorly their 
ancestors were treated tends to be 
reflected in whether they are for 
or against an apology. It should 
be noted that none of the motions 
calls for any financial reparations. 
Cannings’ motion added two 

House of Commons passes apology motion for British Home Children
clauses: one, to assist BHC families 
in tracking down their records; and 
another to incorporate the story into 
official school curriculum so that no 
more Canadian students will remain 
ignorant of this significant event in 
our history.

The apology motion is the 
result of years of educating the 

public about this much-neglected 
chapter of Canadian history. Lori 
Oschefsky, CEO of the British 
Home Children Advocacy and 
Research Association, and Sandra 
Joyce of British Home Child Group 
International, have been circulating 
apology petitions for several years 
now. 

It’s estimated that about 130,000 
boys and girls from poverty-stricken 
homes and orphanages in the UK 
were sent to work as indentured 
labourers in British colonies. The 
majority – at least 100,000 – were 
sent to Canada. During the early 
years of child immigration, children 
as young as six were emigrated. 

Although some were treated well, 
others were physically or sexually 
abused, living on homesteads 
miles from any help. Most were 
never paid for their work despite 
having contracts, and few were ever 
adopted. As many as four million 
Canadians today – about 10% of the 
population – are their descendants.   

by Art Joyce
You may know him as the friendly 

face with the thick wavy white hair 
who once served at the Apple Tree 
Restaurant in New Denver — that 
tall guy. But there’s another side to 
Rosebery resident Howard Bearham 
– a lifelong student of music who has 
just released his first album, Eclipse. 

Bearham is a saxophone player 
with a deep fondness for jazz, a 
love for the form clearly evident in 
this instrumental recording. He says 
Eclipse isn’t meant to be strictly 
an album for jazz purists, though. 
“I don’t know if calling this album 
jazz is appropriate. It’s more like 
rambunctious saxophone music. 
To me jazz is just something you 
haven’t heard yet. It’s a freeform 
thing somebody is going to play for 
you live.” 

Recorded at The Manor of Sight 
and Sound, Bearham’s Rosebery 
studio, the new CD features several 
local musicians: Bearham on sax, 
Tyrell Jordan on guitar and keyboard, 
Jonathan Buttle on bass, Brian Stolle 
on bass, and Richard Burton on 
piano.

Bearham is now retired, making 
this album proof it’s never too late 

Local musician Howard Bearham releases first CD
in life to fulfill a dream.

Bearham tracks his desire to 
create music to a student job at the 
University of Alberta’s legendary 
radio station CKUA in Edmonton. “I 
started out infatuated with the bass 
and I’d often listen for it in a song. 
Then I heard a Hammond organ and 
thought, oh, that’s for me! But it 
turns out my fingers don’t like either 
of those instruments so I had to find 
something else.” 

His epiphany came when he 
started listening to Miles Davis and 
Wayne Shorter and realized the sax 
was his instrument. He bought his 
first saxophone at age 24, and with 
Eclipse is celebrating 40 years of 
playing the instrument. 

In the wee hours during shifts 
at the radio station, Bearham and a 
friend started jamming in the studio. 
“We’d just start fooling around and 
there was an unwritten rule that we 
had to play something we didn’t 
know yet. Of course jazz is the idiom 
that encourages that. I just had faith 
that if I kept doing it, kept working 
at it, it would eventually fall into 
place.” 

In 1978, Bearham decided to 
move to the Slocan Valley and 

sold off all but one saxophone to 
raise money. He and Ruby Truly 
were among those active in the 
valley arts scene at the time and 
performed often together. Bearham 
also performed with Andy Rhodes, 
who plays sax, piano and guitar. 

More recently, he performed 
in Paul Gibbons’ band Certified 
Mango, and he credits Gibbons for 
his mentorship and patience.

When Jan van Gold was 
scheduled to headline a Valentine’s 
Day dance at the Silverton Gallery 
in 2014, Bearham was invited to 
play with her band. Tyrell Jordan 
and Hiagin Zoll were the evening’s 
opening act, billing themselves as 
The 77. Jordan was the guitarist/ 
composer for the band and soon 
joined Bearham at his Rosebery 
recording studio, helping to produce 
and mix recordings. 

At the studio one day, Jordan 
and Zoll challenged Bearham to 
join them. “I panicked at first, but 
I knew if I could just relax enough, 
there was an idea there that would gel 
with enough practice. Every couple 

of days one of us would come up 
with another song, or something we 
wanted to mimic, and it would come 
together.”

For Eclipse Bearham learned 
to use the drum sequencer, an 
instrument that deservedly earned 
a bad name in the early days of 
electronic instrumentation. Today’s 
sequencers use recordings of actual 
drummers, Bearham explains, so the 
tone is much richer. 

For now, Bearham is mostly 
just giving the album to friends or 
people who worked on it. Because he 
entered the Kootenay Music Awards, 
Eclipse has also been uploaded to 
Sound Cloud, and will eventually 
appear on CD Baby.

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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submitted
Let me paint you a picture. 

Imagine pouring 12 Olympic-sized 
swimming pools, or three million 
litres, of household paint down a 
drain. Wasteful? Hazardous? It’s 
both, in fact – and it’s happening in 
British Columbia every year. 

Thankfully, there are thousands 
of people across the province 
trying to change this narrative; this 
includes citizens keen on recycling, 
product stewardship organizations 
like Product Care Association, 
and companies that have become 
locations where people can drop 
off their left-over, unwanted, or 
expired paint. 

“[Prior to us becoming a paint 
depot], Kaslo didn’t have any local 
places for residents to handle their 
paint,” says Mike Scott, a yardman 
at Kaslo Building Supplies. “We 
sell paint in our store, so we also 
want to help out with recycling 
those products.”

Of course, recycling paint can 
be challenging for both paint users 
and depots; containers can be 
improperly sealed with a solvent or 
water prior to drop-off, or become 
mislabelled and rusty over time. 
According to Scott foreign objects, 
from broken glass to rusty screws 
and crinkled-up paint labels inside 
cans, are also a common occurrence 
that can contaminate paint products 
and make them unrecyclable. 

“When – especially in the 

Product Care looking for recycling partners
springtime, during our busy season 
– we’re dealing with dozens and 
dozens of cans for recycling per 
week, we can’t split open all of the 
cans and look inside them,” he says. 

“If a can is nicely sealed and 
labelled and then it’s poured out 
at the plant, they couldn’t possibly 
know that it’s contaminated or a 
hazardous waste like turpentine 
until they open it up.”

Perhaps recycling paint appears 
to be more trouble than its worth, 
given these difficulties, but with 
companies like Kaslo Building 
Supplies working hard to help 
protect BC’s natural spaces, it’s 
essential that we all do our best to 
properly recycle paint products. 
Every year, only 10.7% of paint 
sold by retailers across the province 
is recycled through depots. This 
leaves nearly 27 million litres of 
paint seeping into the groundwater 
a round  l andf i l l s ,  emi t t ing 
smog-creating volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) as they dry, 
and polluting aquatic and marine 
ecosystems when poured down 
drains. Even recycling one or two 
cans of paint, which may seem a 
small and insignificant act, makes a 
massive difference when everyone 
participates.

“[Recycling] is one small 
example in a big world of garbage 
where people are trying to make a 
difference,” Scott says. “It’s easy 
to throw things in the garbage in a 

big black bag and forget about it. 
It takes people that actually care to 
bring items like paint to their local 
depot, and ultimately change the 
world for the better.” 

If you’re interested in joining 
Product Care’s paint or household 
hazardous waste recycling programs 
as a depot, you could earn money, 
attract customers, and do your part 

for the environment at the same 
time. To learn more about this or the 
paint recycling program, visit www.
regeneration.ca or email waynel@
productcare.org. 

by Katrine Campbell
The Nakusp Cougars Senior 

Girls Single A basketball team won 
all three of its games in the zone 
tournament in Nakusp February 24-
26, securing a spot at the provincials 
in Duncan March 8-11.

Their first victory was a very 
close 44-38 over the Grand Forks 
Wolves, followed by an equally close 
49-42 win against the Fernie Falcons. 

NSS Cougars heading to provincials
In the last game, the Cougars defeated 
the Kimberly Storm 65-56.

Coach Sylvia Klein says the 
tournament was very well-organized 
and very competitive. 

“The girls played absolutely 
awesome. It was a very even playoff. 
I’m so proud of them for coming 
through – they all played an excellent 
game.”

To raise money for the trip to 

Vancouver Island, the girls and Klein 
partnered with People’s Pharmacy’s 
Return It Forward program last 
month and netted $1,000 thanks to 
the donations of returnable bottles 
and cans from local residents. Other 
groups also kicked in some donations, 
Klein says. 

The team is now at nine wins and 
two losses throughout the basketball 
season.

The Nakusp Secondary Senior Girls basketball team is heading to the provincials after their home playoff tournament victory.


